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[The  preliminary  proceedings  will  be  found 
in  Ihe  precediog  Volume  of  this  Col  lcctiun, 
pp.  199,  et  teq.,  and  pp.  1385,  el  seq.j 

UmuCf  in  the  Old-Bail^,  Monday, 
November  the  mk,  1794. 


pBMSCirr, 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre,  Lord  Chief  Baron 
Macdonald,  Mr.  Baron  Holham,  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Grose,  Mr.  .Tustice  Lawrence  ;  and 
otucrs,  hih  Majcssty's  Ju-ticcs,  6cc. 


Vol. 


•  Taken  in  sliort-hand,  liy  Joseph  Oumey. 
t  See  hii  I'rul  lor  u  .Scdiiiuus  Libtl,  unli, 
"  «0,  p.  651. 
^  In  "  Memoirs  of  Jolin  IIorneTooke,  in- 
terspersed with  uriguial  docutneuts ;  bv  Alex- 
ander Stephent,  enq.  of  the  Honourable  So- 
ctty  of  ih<-  Mni<llr  IVniplc."  T  find  the  fol- 
k>w}(^  OArrAUvc ;  which,  as  it  15  stated  to  pro- 
ceed from  Information  obtidned  by  means 
«f  one  of  the  per'>ons  chiefly  interested  on  the 
pre!»ent  occasion,"  is  ool  improper  to  be  here 
inserted : 

**  Among  the  immense  number  of  spies  and 

inforn>cr<»  now  employed,  were  several  of  a 
higher  order,  Home  ot  whom  were  solely  Vic- 
tualed by  zeal ;  while  others,  who  would  have 
*p»jrnf  .'I  thr  ideji  of  pecuniary  gralifu  ations, 
were  luHuenced  eoieiy  by  the  hopes  of  oifices 
and  appointments.  One  of  the  latter  had  for 
sonuj  time  attached  hitTTsclf  to  Mr.  Tooke, 
and  was  a  frequent  vi&itor  at  Wimbledon. 
His  station  and  character  were  calculated  to 
shield  hun  from  suspicion,  but  hi'v  host,  who 
was  too  acute  to  be  so  easily  duped,  soon  saw 
through  the  flimsy  veil  of  his  pretended  dis- 
mtoit  Aa  h»  M  niaoy  penonal  friends. 


Counsel  for  the  CVorrn.— Mr.  Attorney  Ge- 
neral [Sir  John  Scott,  afterwards  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Eldon];  Mr.  Solicitor  General  [Sir  John 
Mitford,  afterwards  Ijord  Redcsdale  and  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland];  Mr, Serjeant  Adair; 
fiir.  Beareroft;  Hr.  Bower ;  Mr.  Law  [after- 
wards Lord  F-llenborongh  and  T.ord  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Court  of  Iwiag's  Bench] ;  Mr. 
Garraxr  [afterwards,  successively,  HoUcttor 
General,  Attorney  General,  and  t  B  iron  of 
the  Exchequer];  Mr.  Wood  [afterwards  a 
Baron  of  the  Exchequer] ;  lion.  Spencer 

in  various  departments  of  government,  he 
soon  discovered  the  views,  connexions,  and 
pursuits  of  his  ^est;  but,  instead  of  up- 
tinirliiii:;  liim  with  his  treachery,  and  dis- 
missing liim  with  contempt,  as  most  other 
men  in  his  sttttation  would  nave  done,  he  de* 
termined  to  foil  him,  if  possible,  at  his  own 
weapons. 

It  was  always  a  mtaSem  with  Mr.  Toolte, 

in  the  war  of  politics,  to  turn  the  eutmys  can- 
non on  themselves ;  and  no  one  was  ever  more 
ready  to  exclaim : 


■■    ■■  ■        "  Let  it  work. 
For  'Us  the  sport,  to  have  the  engineer 
Hoist  with  Us  own  petard ;  and  it  shall  go 
hard. 

But  I  will  deWe  one  yard  below  then*  mine. 
And  blow  them  to  the  moun.** 

Hamlet,  Act  3,  s.  4. 


He  accordingly  pretended  to  admit  the  spy 
into  his  entire  confidence,  and  completed  the 
delusion,  by  actually  rendering  the  person, 
who  wished  to  circumvent  Him,  in  his  turn, 
a  dupe.  Mr.  i  ooke  began  by  dropping  re- 
mote hiot^  relative  to  the  stitngth  and  ceal 
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Percecal   [alVerwards  First    Lord  of  the  |     Counsel  for  the  Prisoner  cuigned  bjf  f  Ac 
Ti  c  asnry,  and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer]    f  Court. — The  lion.  Thomas  Erskine  [afler- 
lioiicitor. — Joseph  White,  esq.  Solictlur  tur  i  wards  Lord  Chancellor  Er^kiuc];  Mr.  Gibbs 
the  afikirs  of  his  Majesty's  Tfeasttiy.  I  [afterwards,  successively.  Lord  Chief  Baron 


oi  tiie  jiopuiar  party,  taking  care  to  magnily 
their  numbers,  praise  their  iiuaninitty,  and 
(  oniriK  ru!  their  rcsolutiuii.  By  (kgiees  he 
dc:>ceaded  to  particulars,  and  at  length  com- 
municated  confidentially,  aod  tmder  the  most 
solemn  promises  of  secrecy,  the  alarming  in- 
telligence, that  some  ot  the  guards  were 
gained ;  that  mi  armed  lurce  was  organized ; 
and  that  the  nation  was  actually  on  the  eve 
of  a  revolution.  After  a  number  of  inter- 
views, he  at  length  artettcU  to  uwn,  that  !ic 
himself  was  at  the  head  of  the  conMMrary, 
and  l)o  L>tcd,  hke  Pompey  of  old,  *'  that  he, 
could  raise  legions,  merely  by  stamping  on 
the  ground  wiUi  his  foot!" 

"  To  comprclicnd  ilie  full  effect  of  this,  it 
is  only  necessary  to  advert  to  the  situation  of 
the  counter  at  that  period.  The  war  was 
deemed  unjust  by  many,  and  was  then  ge- 
nerally unpopMlar.  Certain  accrcdiltil  per- 
sons had  been  lately  sent  by  mjiuc  of  the  so- 
cieti(!8  to  France,  and  a  treasonable  corres- 
pondence with  that  country  was  now  sup- 
posed to  exist.  The  capital  began  to  be  in  a 
perttubed  state;  the  manufacturing  districts 
were  agitated ;  political  a-^butiaiioii?'  iiuilli- 
pJied;  and,  to  crown  the  whole,  it  was  ru- 
moured, that  an  attempt  had  been  made  to 
debauch  the  household  troops  from  their 
loyalty  i  and,  by  tlieir^ea^effec^  .a  ^change 
similar  to  that  which  had  been^  so  receutly 
achieved  in  a  neighbouring  kiDjj^om, '  by 
means  of  the  Treucn  guards. 

*'  In  this  situation  of  affairs,  the  mij^isters 
were  of  course  alarmed:  they  could  only  ob- 
tain intelligence  by  means  of  tlicir  reporters; 
a  new  name,  first  used  about  tius  period,  to 
diminish  the  odium  attai  tied  to  the  word  spy; 
and  it  i-i  always  the  ctLviuus  interest  of  this 
order  of  men  to  alarm  and  territy.  ll 
peared  evident,  from  the  concurruig  tcsti« 
muny  of  all  tlir^e,  that  a  cri^i-  ua-  r hi  «  x- 
pccted;  and  that  something  must  be  dune, 
to  delect  and  punish  the  authors,  abettors, 
and  instigators  of  the  supposed  cunspir.icy. 
The  interilgence  daily  obtained  from  JNlr. 
Tooke's  confidential  Jriendf  seemed  to  con- 
firm and  to  rcali2:e  the  w<irst  conjeclurcs; 
and  the  cabinet  minister?  arrordtngly  docnifd 
themselves  justified  in  adopting  measures 
correspondent  with  the  urgency  of  the  oc- 
casion 

"It  was  in  this  perplcx'mg  state  of  aflwrs, 
that  a  letter  was  intercepted,  of  so  serious  and 

alarming  a  nature,  as  to  appear  to  give  cer- 
tainty to  supposition,  and  set  doubt  itself  at 
defiance.  It  was  written  by  the  reverend  Je- 
remiah Joyce,  a  person  of  fair  character  and 
good  education ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  an 
active  and  intelligent  member  ui  tut  ConsU- 
tu^onal  Society.  This  guitleman,  who  was 
tilca  employed  ia  educaUog  the  cbildieD  of 

IT 


lord  Slautiope,  was  known  to  visit  and  to  cor- 
res|>ond  with  the  politician  of  Wimbledon ;  a 
man,  loiij:  rfn-idrred  as  the  "  master  spirit,'* 
who  brooded  over  those  treasons  now  about 
to  be  disclosed. 

"  The  followiogis  aa  esactcopy  of  the  por- 
tentous note : 

"  '  T")r  \R  Citizen, 
**  *  1  his  morning,  nl  six  o'clock,  citizen 

*  Hardy  was  taken  away,  by  order  from  the 
'  secretary  of  stale's  office :  they  seized  every 
'  tiling  tii(^  could  lay  hands  on. — Query,  is 
'  it  possible  to  get  ready  by  Thursday  f 
'  Youra,  J.  Jotcb.' 

"  On  the  receipt  of  thi«  terrific  ejiistle,  mi- 
nisters iiist  iuUy  took  the  alarm;  and,  as  a 
specific  (lay  was  supposed  to  he  actually  in- 
dicated for  an  insurrection,  il  was  determined 
to  anticipate  that  event.  Accordingly  all  the 
avemies  to  Mr.  Tooke's  house  were  instantly 
watched;  and  his  carriage  was.  followed  next 
niorning  to  the  city.  Suon  aitcr  he  had  sat 
down  to  dinner,  at  the  hou^c  of  a  genUemaq, 
in  Spital-square,  a  detachincn  tot  ^uldieri  waa 
sent  to  that  quarter;  and,  in  the  course  of 
the  afternoon,  a  troop  of  light  horse  passed 
by  the  windows  of  the  anartment  in  which 
he  happened  to  >it.  lie  himself  was  seized 
by  a  warrant  from  the  secretary  of  state, 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  ]6tb  of  May, 
1791,  and  conveyctl  a  prisoner  to  town. 

*'  No  sooner  did  Mr.  Tooke  perceive  liis 
commitment  to  be  inevitable,  than  liis  niind, 
perfectly  at  cai>e  rcspcctinj;  his  own  fate^  was 
entirely  oceupii  I  ah. nt  the  care  and  prescF^ 
vatiou  of  lus  ditii^Laers.  lie  accordingly 
transmitted  the  following  letter  to  a  lady  on 
\vh(i-r  ]tnidenccand  discretion  he  couJd  im* 
plicitly  rely ; 

«  WhUchall,  Majf  If,  1(94. 
*"  Dear  Maoav  ; 

*  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  you  to  go 

*  to  my  house  at  \Vimble»lon,  for  a  short  time, 

*  to  accompany  iny  poor  girls  in  my  absence. 

*  I  am  in  custody,  by  order  of  the  secretary 
,  of  state,  and  f 'nnnt  return.    The  genlle- 

*  man  who  brings  tins  note  will  accompany 

*  you  this  evening  to  Wimbledon.  You  will 
I  yf.j^y  f^rratly  ohli^^c  mr  \<\  this  act  of  l^ind- 

*  nc:3S.    \our  most  obedient  servant, 

*  J.  HoaxE  Tooxs/ 

*'  Soon  after  this  he  was  conveyed  le  th* 

Tower,  with  the  formalities  usually  observed 
lu  respect  to  those  who  are  detained  oa 
suspicion  of  treason. 

*'  In  this  fortress,  wliich,  in  the  course  of 
our  early  history,  had  witnessed  *o  many  arts 
of  viulcnce,  outrage,  and  murder,  iVJr.  iuoke 
was  confined,  a  dose  prisoner,  for  several 
mtfitha.  Duriog  a  cooaidenbla  portioii  oC 
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of  the  Exchequer  and  Lord  Chtct  J  usticc  ut  tiic 
Omrk  of  Common  Pfeas]. 

Auisiant  Counsel. — Mr.  Dampier  [aflcr- 
watJs  1  Jii(l-e  t.r  ihe  Court  ut  King's  Beucb]; 
Mr.  Felix  Vaujjlun,  .Mr.  (iumtv. 

Solicitors, — Messrs.  Ucorgc  and  lioniainc, 
WiilaiD  ClarksoD,  of  Essex-street. 


this  peritid,  lie  was  debarred  from  pen,  ink, 
and  paper ;  and  no  one  was  suft'crcd  l<i  have 
any  inlcrcourse  with  him  except  the  jailors. 
A!  Itn^th,  a  ri  rtain  degree  of  rf  !:ix;iitoti  look 
pbre;  and  this  iuul  become  absoiuicly  neces- 
anr,  indeed,  on  account  of  his  lieallh,  which 
rtqnired  frequent  meilical  attendance.  He 
was  accordingly  permitted  to  trausiuU  a  letter, 
im  this  subject,  to  the  privy  council ;  and, 
•early  at  the  s.imc  limr,  his  fricud  Mr. 
Vuaejtuuk,  the  barrister,  addressed  &ir  Itichard 
FoRion  the  same  subject.  From  the  orii^inal 
correspondence,  now  before  me,  1  am  cmtbled 
to  discover,  and  tnost  willin^rly  relate,  that 
government  paid  uiuncdiatc  attention  to  tlie 
nay  first  application ;  and  that  an  order  was 
tnstautly  issued  for  the  a'lnii^-iion  nf  Dr. 
Pearson  and  Mr.  Cline,  '  as  otiea  as  liic  stale 

*  ofMr.Tooke*s  health  should  render  it  proper 

*  and  necessary.'  To  the&e  professional  gen- 
tlemen was  soon  after  added  i\Jr.  Keates;  and 
I  perceive,  that  the  banister  alluded  to  above, 
now  found  an  oppcrtunity  lo  c'liiiiinMiicatc, 

means  of  a  third  person,^  '  that  he  had 

*  some  money  of  Mr.Tookc's  in  his  hand,  and 

*  that  he  would  be  extremely  happy  to  execute 

*  anv  commission  relative  to  the  family  at 

iiiibk,don.' 

"  In  addition  to  medical  assistance,  other 

attentions  wrrc  not  wanl'n?'^  ;  for  Ihf  [>risoner 
DOW  ubtained  the  daily  «>crvice«s  of  a  barber; 
and,  through  this  medium,  was  at  length  gra- 
l;fi-:o'  \N  nil  llir-  pcni-al  of  a  morning  paper, 
Which  atiordcd  him  no  small  share  of  amuse- 
neat,  although  he  often  found  himself  de- 
?cribf  (!  *  .\s  a  hnjrv  tr.iitor,*  and  the  *  rin;;- 

*  leader  ot  a  gang  of  conspirators,  who  had 

*  hccn  employed  to  destroy  our  glorious  con- 
'  dilution  m  church  and  slate,' 

**  He  had  also  frequent  opporttinitic«;  of 
communicating  willi  those  who  h  id  been 
taken  up  and  confined  at  ihc  «ame  tifiio,  oar- 
Imdarly  Mr.  Stuart  Kydd,  wUo  w  a-,  In cd.  like 
bim*>elf,  to  the  bar,  and  Mr.  liuuuty,  \vho 
had  practised  Ihr  some  years  as  a  '^olicitor. 
This  intfrrotir'c  was  ohtahi  d  hy  simjjly  lean- 
ii^  out  of  their  respective  windows,  and  cou- 
vmiog  at  periods  when  no  one  happened  to 
]  aii'l,  uhlnjiiidi  nothing  new  was  learn- 
ed, yet  it  may  be  easily  supposed,  that  these 
•tolen  interviews  could  not  fail  to  be  grati- 
fying. 

"  Meinwliile,  Mr.  Tookc  was  entirely  at  a 
los^  rc-pccling  the  accusation  against  him. 
ilew:i<<  ronsciotif),  that  he  had  not  committed 
any  offcnro,  which  rniild  be  construed  into 
treason  by  the  laws  of  England ;  yet  he  did 
Mlltev^  iMA  ihfttf  however  hinocent  htui* 
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John  Home  Tookc  set  to  the  bar* 

Mli.  TOOKE.—My  lord,!  dL-Iiv,  as  neces- 
sary tor  the  purpose  of  my  defence,  that  I 
may  quit  the  Situation  in  wnlch  I  at  present 
^t.iiid.  and  be  placed  near  to  tiiosc  counsel 
which  the  Court  have  assigned  to  me  for  my 
assistance  in  my  defence. 

self,  he  miiibt  be  implicated  bv  the  act>  of 
others,  in  liiis  hUte  of  uncertainty,  he  con- 
ceived an  idea,  that  novel  and  extraordina^ 
measures  would  he  recurred  to  ;  and  su<.pcct- 
ed,  that  it  was  intended  to  cut  him  off  by- 
means  of  some  new  statute  enacted  expressly 
for  this  purpose.  He  was  in  sonic  nieasure 
relieved,  however,  from  all  his  embarrass- 
ments and  suspicions  on  receiving  the  collec- 
tion of  printed  dorunients  relative  to  the  Cor- 
responding Society,  from  which  he  first 
guessed  at  the  nature  of  the  charges  intended 
to  lie  adduced  against  him.  He  now  he:; m 
lo  perceive,  for  the  first  lime,  that  Ins  trial 
was  to  lake  place  according  to  all  tiie  custo- 
mary forms  of  law ;  and  was  must  agreeably 
disapp'/inted  on  Icarnliiii;  that  he  waS  to  fatt 
treated  like  a  common  culprit. 

Mr.  Tooke,  about  this  time,  received 
great  coniolallon,  and  assistance  also,  from 
the  company  and  conversation  of  bis  nephew, 
who  was  admitted  to  visit  him,  and  assisted 
in  the  arrangement  of  his  pipers.  In  fine 
weather,  he  constantly  walked  on  the  walls 
of  the  Tower,  and  nothing  could  induce  him 
to  forego  that  satisfaction".  Whenever  an  op- 
portunity offered,  he  would  rise  from  the  table 
containing  the  materials  of  his  exculpation, 
and  after  animadverting  with  contempt,  nu 
ther  than  indignation,  '  on  the  weakness  as 

*  wrii  as  wickedness  ui  his  enemies,'  he  rushed 
our  of  the  apartment,  Nsi-^hing  'they  had 

*  guenhim  «;oinetliinj:  t<»  (U  lcnd,  H.r  he  (  onl.l 
'  nut  give  his  serious  attention  to  such  ndi- 
'  culous  imputations  as  these !' 

"  AftfT  an  imprisoninenl  of  upu.irds  of 
three  months  in  the  Tower,  it  became  neces- 
sary that  he  should  1>e  tracoferred,  according 
to  custom,  to  one  of  the  city  jails,  in  order  to 
be  tried.  One  rcrnarkable  circuin>tauce  oc- 
curred on  his  removal  to  Newgate;  for,  on 
his  arrival  there,  the  jailor  positively  i<  tu^ed 
to  receive  him,  no  warrant  having  been 
brought  for  tliat  purpose.  On  thi!>  his  kins- 
man returned  to  the  Tower,  and  while  the 
prisoner  sat  in  Kirliy'*;  pirl.  nr.  \\v  apphcd  to 
the  proper  officer,  fur  the  nec  e«^>ary  auliiority. 
In  consequence  of  the  absence  of  a  clerk, 
fonic  new  delay  oe(  (irrrd,  until,  at  length, 
snatching  up  a  pen,  he  himself  drew  up  tho 
order  fm-  the  commitment  of  his  own  uncle; 
which  being  accompanied  soon  after  with  the 
usual  orlicial  signature,  he  wa«i  enabled  to 
return,  and  transfer  ihe  supposed  traitor,  fruiu 
all  the  comforts  of  a  good  room  and  a  biasing 
fire,  to  an  sparlruent  and  accommodations 0< 
a  very  different  description. 

"  Ailhotigh  above  gtouod,  this  possessed 
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Loitl  Chief  Justice  %re.  Thtt  it  en  in- 
dulgence which  I  have  hardly  ever  known 
to  anjr  person  in  ^our  situation.* 
Mr.  Toeke. — f  tm  peifectW  aware  that  it  is 

unusual,  hut  1  bej;  your  lordshi]*  to  observe, 
that  every  thing  in  the  course  of  these  pro- 
ceedings is  hkewise  unusual.  1  beg  your 
lordship  to  consider,  that  the  proceedings 
upon  the  last  tri.il  will  till,  as  I  am  well  in- 
formed by  the  sh(jrl-haud  writer,  sixteen  hun- 
dred close  printed  octavo  pages.  That  trial 
lasted  nine  nays,  oiijlit  days  trial,  and  one  day 
between.  The  nature  ol  Uie  indictment  is  such, 
that  it  has  been  impossible  for  me  to  ^iiess 
what  would  come  before  your  lordship  ;  it  has 
been  equally  impossible  iox  roe  to  instnict  my 
counsel;  they  cannot  know  the  passages  of 
my  life ;  and,  from  what  I  have  seen  of  the 
last  trial,  the  whole  passages  of  my  life,  and 
those  which  are  not  passages  of  my  life,  but 
are  only  imputed  to  mc,  will  be  brought  lie- 
fore  you:  how  i*  it  possible  for  my  counsel 
to  know  those  particular  facts  which  are 
known  only  to  myself?  If  ever  there  was  a 
case  where  indid2;ence  was  fil  to  he  granted 
it  is  tins;  yet  your  lordship  will  forgive  mc 
for  saying,  that  I  claim  it  as  my  right  by  law, 
and  do  not  ask  it  as  an  indulgence. 
Undoubtedly  I  mean  to  show  nodisrespectf 

all  the  true  and  genuine  cliaracteristics  of  a 
dunceon.  The  water  trickled  down  from  the 
wal»,  the  floor  had  been  just  washed,  and 
the  bed  clothes  were  so  damp,  that  the  mois* 
ture  actually  exhaled  in  clouds  of  vapour,  on 
the  application  of  artiiiciul  heat.  Such  were 
the  comforts  reserved  for  a  man,  who  had 
attained  nearly  sixty  years  of  ago,  was  op- 
pressed by  misfurtuncs,  ovcrwhtlnied  by  dis- 
ease, and  doomed  to  stand  a  trial  for  his  life 
and  fortune  V'—Slcphem't  Lifr  of  Home  jTooA^, 
Voi.  2,  p.  1  l5--r^5,  ed.  of  18 13. 

*  See  in  this  Collection  the  case  of  Huf;- 
gins,  V(d.  17,  pp.  311,  315,  and  the  case  of 
Bambridee,  p.  387,  of  the  «amc  Volume. 

+  In  the  *•  Memoirs  oi  John  Horne  Tooke, 
by  Alexander  Stephens,  esq."  I  observe  a  do- 
cument, the  tenor  of  whitli  is  somewhat  in* 
consistent  with  the  profession  here  uttered 
hy  that  extraordinary  person.  It  b  not  un-  I 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  acquittal  of 
Hardy  operated  }»owcrlully  to  alter  tlic  ile- 
meanour  which  Ilorne  To«»ke  had  originally 
intf'ndcd  to  assume  on  the  jiresent  occasion: 
Ills  prmcipUt  probably  remaioed  the  same. 
I  insert  this  document,  such  as  it  is,  accom- 
panied l>y  the  reflexions  of  the  biographer : 

"  On  the  arraignincntuf  the  prisoners  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  .Mr.  Tooke,  whose  suspicions  ap- 
pear to  have  been  again  aroused  by  the  late 
rhargf  lo  the  grand  jury,  had  dctenniued  to 
addrc-s.H  the  C'uurt,  in  a  speech  coudt-  nning 
some  of  the  principles  there  laid  ('own,  and 
attaekiu,'  the  cliar.irfer  an<I  con»hi(  I  ot"  the 
presidiugjud^c  luuiselt.  His  seutintcnlk  w  ere 
carefollv  committed  to  writing;  and  I  am 
enabled  here  to  insert  a  correct  cupy,  from 
the  only  document  now  in  existence. 


to  any  one  at  fhia  time,  when  it  ismy  intereit 

to  conciliaje  all;  but  I  cannot  help  saying, 
that  if  1  were  a  judge,  that  word  indulgence 
should  never  issue  iiviu  my  lips.  My  lord, 
you  have  no  indulgence  to  show;  you  are 
bound  to  be  just,  and  to  be  just  is  to  do  that 
which  is  ordered ;  what  is  not  ordered  I  shall 
not  a^k,  and  your  lordship  cannot  grant ;  but 
ifyuu  have  any  doubt  that  it  is  my  right  by 
law,  to  be  placed  in  that  situation  which  is 
best  adapted  for  me  to  make  my  defence,  I 
sli  ill  desire  to  encounter  the  learning  and 
ability  of  the  attorney  and  solicitor-general. 
I  claim  to  be  placed  mr  the  side  of  my  coun- 
sel, for  the  purpose  of  making  my  defence  ; 
aud  I  hope  your  lordship  will  believe  tbat|» 
when  I  say  this,  I  am  not  to  foolish  w  to 
desire  to  give  you,  or  any  person  in  the  court, 
olVence,  when  it  is  so  strongly  my  interest 
to  please  you  all. 

Mv  lord,  it  is  not  for  a  small  stake  that  X 
stand  here— it  is  to  deprive  me  of  my  life,  to 
be(;gar  my  family,  to  make  my  name  and  me- 
mory infamous  toall  posterity;  so  deep  a  stake 
as  that  may  very  well  overset  my  understand- 
ing :  it  is  very  well  known  that  the  best  game> 
sters,  when  the  stake  is  too  deep  for  them, 
play  tlie  worst ;  I  hope  that  will  not  be  ray 
case  ;  and  I  hope  and  trust,  tl'your  lordship 

"*My  I^no;  -The  intentions  of  your  lord- 
ship, and  of  those  by  whom  you  are  employed, 
are  sufficiently  barefoccd  and  apparent  toiue  ; 
and  no  man,  who  has  read  my  petition  to  the 
house  of  Commons,  can  doubt  of  tlie  motives 
and  causes  ot  this  prosecution  against  me. 
The  minister  pledged  himself  solemnly  to  the 
hotise  that  1  should  be  punished.  And  ibus 
he  keeps  liis  word. 

« *  My  lonl~I  have  the  same  taste  of  sweet 
and  bitter  in  common  with  other  men.  I 
love  hfc.  1  dislike  death.  But  I  believe 
there  never  was,  and  I  trust,  that  I  shall  find 
there  never  w  ill  be,  in  my  mind,  a  single  mo- 
mcnt's  hesitation  or  reluctance  to  lay  down 
my  life  deliberately  and  cheerfully  in  defence 
of  the  rights  of  coimtiy,  and  1  never  was 
more  ready  to  do  it  than  now. 

Near  half  a  yearof  ci  o>e  custody,  under 
many  degrading  and  humiliating  ctreom* 
stances,  without  the  admission  of  any  person 
to  me,  except  my  physician  and  my  surgeon, 
at  my  age,  and  with  my  infirmities,  this  close 
custody  has,  in  some  measure,  impaired  the 
healtli  and  strength  of  my  body ;  but  my 
principles  remain  unalterahfy  the  same  ae 
they  have  licen  invariably  and  unifonn^ 
throughout  my  life. 

"  *  This  bill  of  indictment,  to  which  I  am 
now  to  plead,  contains  alleged  matter  {VOA 
the  only  matter  directed  agamst  me)  as  fact, 
(rom  w'lience  to  infer  the  crime  of  high  trea- 
son. Which  fact,  if  charged  upon  oath,  aad 
clearly  proved  before  any  justice  ui  the  peace, 
or  even  before  your  lordship,  would  nut  au- 
thorize either  him  or  you  to  grant  a  wanant 
ofappiehension  apuDsl  the  penen  chaifidf 
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pennits  me  to  sit  near  my  counsel,  that  I  i 
•ktll  prevent  a  great  waste  of  time  to  the  jurjr, 
your  lordship,  and  iriy-<  IT;  for,  1  :in\  rrrlain,  | 
1  abaU  make  it  im(>os:>ibie  for  the  proiiecutur  to  i 
SMlie  anycase^iuiut  inethalamtl)  call  upon 
me  for  my  defence. 

If «  charf^  brought  upon  oath  before  u 

magistrate  were,  That  A,  of  theparishof  Eal- 
ivc..  together  wiln  others  of  the  same  parish, 
iml  I  uNstsTED  [mark  the  charge,  coxsentedI 
that  B,  C,  and  D,  of  the  said  parish,  should  , 
march  out  Ibererrom— fand,  if  yoti  please,  j 
with  msyor  Sturgeon  at  their  head)  m  order 
to  meOtE,  F,  and  G,  of  the  parish  of  Acton, 
for  the  purpose  of  cohsultiso  together  [mark 
tbe|»urpoae,  coKsuLTiwo]  whether  these  six 
penonsahouldreeoniiiieiiditto  the  parishes 
of  Kaliug  and  Aclon  to  choose  ccrtLiid  mi- 
ienowD  deputies  to  meet  other  cerium  un- 
known deputies,  from  certain  other  parishes, 
iBOidet  uuXt  when  met,  (if  mdeed  they  should 
upon  such  recommendation,  ever  agrrr  to  ' 
meet  at  ail)  these  persons  so  deputed,  bhuuid 
cosscLT  [mark  another  «roN SI  i.iATfoNj  whe- 
ther it  would  be  fit,  or  not  fit,  for  Oirm  to  ru  - 
cotiicsiii>  [mark  a  second  recommendation  J 
10  the  diffeireot  parishes  by  whom  they  were 
4:piited,  ani/  and        mea'-urLS  to  be  pursued 
ior  the  purpose  of  obtaining  either  a  modifi- 
cation or  auemtbn  in  the  matters  of  tithesy 
<c  n  modificatiou  or  alleviation  ia  the  matter 
of  poort'  riitfs,  i>r  a  modification  or  arranee- 
meot  in  the  manner  ot  choosing  cliuichwar- 
den«  or  representatives  to  parUanient :  the  per-  ■ 
snn  who  brought  this  c}iar;;c,  :«t  the  same  time  i 
aciaowlcdging  that  no  such  meeting  of  depu-  , 
tktwt^  ever  held  :  that  no  such  meeting  was  [ 
♦  rcr  cilied    i'  i*.  no  stich  deputies  were  ever  ' 
chosen  :  and  uckuowtedgiog,  that  he  cannot  i 
eay  what  sort  of  deputies  would  have  been  i 
chosen  :  nor  what  measures  these  deputies 
would  have  recommended :  nor  wliether  tlie 
parishes  who  deputed  them,  would,  after  all,  ; 
Lave  approved  and  followed  the  recommenda- 
tion ot  the  df  puti)  <■  I 

•*  I  say,  my  lord  ;  j>iui  I  do  not  apprehend  i 
evenyour  contradiction ),  that  the  cAerge  of 
such  a  coN«irNT,  and  the  fact  of"  convtnt  sa-  j 
tisfacloniy  proved,  could  not  havedrawn  from 
any  magistrate,  nor  even  from  your  lordship, 
a  warrant  of  apprc}ien->ioi),  or  even  a  suainKms 
of  any  kind,  tor  the  party  so  charged  with 
such  coasEKT ;  but  that  the  ma|;istTate  (if  he 
^^  ds  not  a  verv  grave  man  indeed)  would  have  j 
bur»l  out  a  Ittughtng  at  such  a  charge  ;  he  ■ 
would  have  found  itawaw  case,  indeed,  but 
not  a  DouBTFt^L  one;  and,  at  all  events,  be 
would  have  di^mis'^ed  it  with  <  urit(  mpt. 

•*  And  ytl  my  lord,  upon  such  a  charge  as 
this,  Mr  Schneider,  the  German,  and  Mr. 
KhuS,  the  Swiss  (who  neither  talk  nor  undt  r- 
staad  coounou  English,  much  less  the  tcch- 
niniHtics  and  fonpalilies  of  a  bill  of  indict- 
ment) together  with  -seventeen  others  (out  of 
twente-two)  of  the  grand  jury,  judiciously  col- 
kciM  bj'tM  late  abnil(  Mr.  Haouaerton, 


A.  D.  1794.  [10 

I  come  here  from  a  very  cbse  custody  of  a 
whole  aummer,  and  a  whole  autumn ;  I  luive 

not,  any  iiiorcthan  your  lordship  many  summers 
or  many  autumns  to  spare  ;  that  custody  ims 
been  attended  with  many  degrading  and  many 

humiliating  circumstances,  and  >omc  iuhumaa 

paviour  to  the  custom-house  and  to  the  boardt 

of  ordnance,  under  the  s  igr  and  humane  di- 
rection ot  your  lordship,  in  this  new  and 
doubtful  case ;  and  with  the  presence,  and  at- 
tendance, and  tuition  of  Mr.  White,  the  soli- 
Dtor  of  liie  treasury,  who,  though  unsworn, 
was  authorized  by  the  L  uurl  to  attend  this 
grand  jury.  I  say,  my  lord,  under  all  these 
circumstances, the  j^rand  jury  iuivc  found  this 
treasury  indictment  upon  winch  1  am  now  ar- 
raigned to  stand  trial  for  my  life,  my  fortune, 
and  my  cliaraclcr  :  at  your  mercy,  who  gave 
that  cliarge  and  direction  to  the  grand  jury 
concerning  new  and  doubtful  cases ;  and  who 
have  full  before  your  view  the  pension  and 
peerage  of  your  predecessor  in  ofhce,  and  be- 
iorc  a  pauei  oi'  itirors  carefully  picked  out 
and  Nclected  by  that  same  sheriff,  the  paviour 
to  the  custom-house  and  to  the  board  of  ord- 
nance, who  picked  out  and  selected  the  grand 
jury  who  found  this  bill. 

*'  *  My  lord — your  lord^liip  will,  one  day, 
must  assuredly  acknowledge,  that  this  is  a 
very  extraordtnary  indictment  Attended, 
too,  with  circumstances  that  no  instance 
in  the  history  of  this  country,  or  of  the  world^ 
can  parallel. 

"  ♦  I  appear  to  it,  however,  with  a  cheerful- 
ness and  a  satislaction  which  I  am  unable  to 
express.  Because,  however  I  may  be  persoz»* 
ally  aifected  by  it,  the  present  times  and  poo- 
terity  will  have  infinite  obligation  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  boroughs,  who  are  the  pronioters 
of  it^  and  to  your  lordship.  For  all  the  pre- 
vious ><leps  wljich  have  been  taken  agamst 
me  ;  and  your  lordship's  charge  and  direction 
to  the  grand  jury,  exceeil  abundantly,  in  force 
and  power,  all  other  arguments,  to  prove  the 
ncrP5vity,  and  to  ensure  the  success  of  a 
speedy  rLlurm  in  the  rcprcs^cntation  of  the 
people  in  parliament. 

"  '  Tor,  under  sut  li  proceedings  as  the  pre- 
sent, (whrh  could  never  have  tiiKen  place,  but 
under  such  a  state  of  mi$-repmeiUation  as  the 
present) — the  lif< ,  ih(  fortnne,and  the  charac- 
ter of  no  man  m  this  country,  from  the  lowest 
to  the  highest  can, henceforward,  until  that  re- 
form shall  Like  place,  remain  for  one  moment 
in  safety,    l  or,  until  tliat  reform  shall  take 

idace,  there  never  will  be  wanting,  to  an  iuso- 
ent,  a  treacherous,  and  a  corrupt  minister^ 
there  never  will  he  w.inimi;  f<f:iti  butchers, 
with  their  proper  instruments  in  their  hands 
— new  and  doubtftU  cases — ready  to  explore 
and  to  rake  out  pensions  and  pecraffcs  for 
themselves  from  the  mangled  entrails  of  their 
dying  fellow-creatures. 

"  '  iMy  lord,  my  lord,  things  that  arc  made 
cheap  and  vile  we  never  preser\'e  with  much 
care  and  caution.  And^  rest  you  well  as- 
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circu instances,  at  my  age,  and  with  niy  iniir- 
mitics ;  it  has,  in  some  meastire,  impaired  the 
jir;ilth  and  the  ^trrn^^th  of  my  body  ;  I  come 
to  you  but  half  a  man  ;  your  lordshin  will  ex- 
|)ect  a  whole  defcaeoi  vaA  I  do  not  aoatt  Init 
tlial  I  fi  ill  zwe  you  a  whole  defence,  pro- 
vided you  turnish  me  with  the  ncce^ai;y 
xaeans  of  doing  it. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Fi/re.~^\i.  Tookc  you 
have  been  furnished  with  tliat  which  the  law 
considers  as  the  neoeswy  means  to  enable 
you  to  make  your  defence;  you  have  had 
counsel  assigned  to  you ;  they  h;ive  had,  or 
might  have  had,  access  to  you  at  all  seaM>n- 
mlMC  hours ;  that  is  what  the  Itw  tllows  you. 
Yott  have  taught  the  court  not  to  use  tlie 
word  indul^tnct ;  and  you  have  pointed  out 
to  them  tlieirdtity,  thatflie^  8t«  to  give  no  io- 
dulgence.  I  am  apprehensive  that  it  would 
be  considered  as  an  extraordinary  indulgence 
if  the  ooiirl  were  now  to  do  that  wfakh  you  ask, 
because  that  is  not  done  to  other  prisoners,  it 
was  not  done  to  another  prisoner,  who  went 
immcdialt^ly  before  you,  who  l»ad  the  same 
Stake  that  you  have,  nor  is  it  done  to  all  other 
prisoners  who  do  come  to  this  bar;  and.  tlicrc- 
i'ore,  the  court  are  not  permitted,  without 
doing  injustice  to  others^  to  gnmt  that  which 
you  ask  upoa  the  ground  upon  «^ch  you 
•ftkit. 

But  you  liave  mentioned  ftnother  cutttm- 

stance  that  is  extremely  material,  and  which 
will,  in  my  mmd,  warrant  the  court  to  do  that 
u  hich  vou  think  they  ought  not  to  do,  to  in* 
^(fetnepfiaooer.  Voa  nave  ateled  the  eon- 

aured,  that  the  individuals  of  this  uatiuu  will 
never  long  con  scat  lu  hold  their  lives,  their 
fortunes,  and  their  tharactcry,  by  tbf  prrm- 
rtous  tenure  which  you  arc  now  prcpuf lug  tor 
Ihem. 

"  *  For  my  own  part,  I  have  never  committed 
a  single  action,  nur  wnlten  a  sentence,  nor 
trtlered  a  syllable,  in  public  or  in  private,  nor 
rnlcrtaiiicd  a  llioui;iit  (of  an  important  poli- 
tical nature)  which  (taken  with  all  its  circura- 
•tanoes  of  time,  place,  and  occasion)  I  wish 
either  recalled  or  concealed. 

"*  My  lord,  I  will  die,  as  I  have  lived,  in  the 
cororoission  of  the  only  cmne  with  which  1 
eaa  be  charged,  during  my  whole  lire»the 
crime  of  speaking  plainly  the  plain  truth. 
And  I  doubt  not  that  I  shall  plainly  prove 
that  I  never  spoke  more  truly  tlvui  I  do  now, 
by  plcadiiii  to  this  indictment -not  cuii.ty. 

'*  ♦  1  shall  surelv  one  day  be  tried  by  God  ; 
Md,  in  spite  of  all  appearances  to  the  contrary 
1  will  hope  mam  to  be  tried  r«»Lr  by  my 
country. 

1 1  viwn  tile  intention  of  Mr.  Tooke  to  have 
inserted  a  copy  of  this  speech  in  each  of  the 
London  newspapers ;  but  bnijipilv,  -.ifter  due 
redectloo,  he  was  mduced  to  rehnquish  this 
scheme,  and  retort  to  mxtm  modente  counsels. 

Sttphen^i  Life  of  Home  Tvokc,  Vol  2.  p. 
ISS— 140.  — See  what  was  said  by  Home 
Tooke,  Vol.  S4.  p,  1406. 


dition  of  your  health,  and  that  in  the  place  ia 
which  you  stand  yourliealth  wilisomr;  the 

Court  has  no  desire  to  pnt  vou  under  any  dif- 
ficulties, they  wish  liiat  you  should  be  enabled 
to  make  your  defence  in  the  best  way  imagine 
able,  and  if  the  situation  in  which  you  stand 
is  really  likely  to  be  prejudicial  to  your  health 
and,  therefore,  likely  to  ^ableyou  from  ma* 
king  your  defence  in  the  manner  you  ujight 
otherwise  make  it;  I  shall  put  it  to  my  lords 
to  consider  whether  you  may  not  be  indulged 
with  that  which  you  h&vt  now  asked. 

Mr.  Tooke. — ^l^he  Court  will  forjive  me  only 
for  saying  that  if  on  the  footing  of  indulgence 
the  Court  shall  not  thuik  it  fit  to  grant  wnat  I 
ask,  I  hope  I  shall  not  after  that  decision  be 
barred  from  my  argument  upon  it  as  a  point 
of  law. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  JEyr«. — You  mr.st  state 
your  whole  case  upon  any  matter  ttut  arises 
at  once ;  the  proposing  it  first  in  one  shape, 
and  then  going  on  to  state  it  in  another,  is 

carrying  us  on  without  end  ;  if  you  me.'in  to 
argue  this  as  a  point  of  law,  to  be  suic  \n  c  are 
ready  to  hear  you. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  beg  your  lordship  nr,i  to  nii?- 
understand  me,  I  did  so  mention  d  at  iirst, 
and  did  ask  it  notes  an  indulgence  ;  if  ydur 
lordship  will  be  pleased  to  recollect,  I  did 
mention,  that  if  there  were  objections  1  should 
then  areue  it  in  point  of  law,  thinking  that  I 
am  well  entitled  to  it  by  the  principle^,  by  the 
letter,  and  by  the  practice  ot  the  law.  I  did 
not  mean  to  change  my  ground,  I  beg  your 
lordship  will  be  pleased  to  recollect  1  excluded 
the  idea  of  indnlir'^Tife;  I  did  notiueau  tn  take 
first  one  grouiu),  ami  then  another  ;  l  ut  I 
thought  it  possible  1  might  save  the  lime  of 
the  Court  ;  therefore,  I  b  f't  it  to  your  lord- 
ship to  collect  the  scn;^  of  the  Court,  evca 
upon  the  score  of  health,  whieh  your  lordship 
mentions,  to  save  time,  and  not  to  waste  the 
time.  1  understood  very  well  that  after  a  de- 
cision T  should  not  be  permitted  to  argue  it, 
and,  theretbrc,  1  mentioned  that,  but  not]  to 
chano;e  my  ground;  and,  therefore,  it  your 
lordsnip  should  find  upon  the  score  of 
what  you  call  indulgence,  I  suppose  in  a  dif- 
ferent vif  w  of  the  word  than  1  ;'tu  ncrustcuied 
to  lake,  i  rather  understand  tiiai  y  nir  lord- 
ship means  you  are  willing;  to  grant  it  me  npou 
the  score  of  my  health  ;  in  that  case  I  do  not 
desire  to  waste  the  time  of  the  Court ;  pro- 
vided it  is  granted  to  me,  I  am  very  happjr, 
and  shall  be  glad  to  avoid  the  argument,  if 
your  lordship  will  be  ouiy  pleased  to  give  me 
some  uitimatioo  of  your  opinion. 

Srbe  Lord  Chief  Justice  consults  the  other 
ges.] 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre— Mr.  Home  Tooke, 
T  have  eon*ulfe<l  my  lords  the  judges,  who  arc 
present,  they  leel  themselves  extremely  dis- 
posed to  indulge  you  on  the  xok  of  your 
hcalih,  Ihey  tlnnk  rliat  it  i-  a  distinction  which 
may  authorize  them  to  do  that  in  your  case, 
whkiiiiiMtdmieiaollMrcnsetfiar  ^ 
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thej  cannot  lay  down  a  rule  for  you  which 
they  woiii<i  not  lay  down  (or  iiny  other  roan 
living ;  but  if  your  case  if  dtsttitgui^bable 
ftwa^tiw  CMeof  others,  tiiatdocs  permit  them 
tn  7ive  you  tb^Uinduigence  wiiioh  you  now 


•  rui-l,\w:,iili,  ill  till'  second  part  of  his  Col- 
)ccUuii>  reliiU*;>  an  Irisli  case  ai  which  it 
appears  that  a  pritoner  having  desired  that  in 
r<";"  1 1  of  Jiis  ai;e  and  deafness  and,  for  other 
reasoiu>  lie  mtghi  b»v«  leave  to  stioid  where 
be  nu|^  hmr  what  •vidttoco  was  ^ven 
against  him  the  l^rd  Chief  Just:  ot  ('.  ]\. 
*  uuju«tly  denied  it  him.'  i  hc  case  i«)cunuiu» 
and  as  Rushworlb's  report  is  short  X  will  here 
iaiertit 

Mich.  6  Car.  Star  Chtmber. 

Attam,*  Rfgit  pgr  Rel.  Bushtn  ver^  Dm' 

rkrc,"n*  Kii"-  :ff-c!:  ,t  .f  rie  JrJuiui. 

Thedkiendant  sir  Ueury  tiealioe,  together 
^tb  one  Bfaoobin  dee«MQil«  wbooire  m»lim 

to  the  relator's  father,  and  raved  to  t>c  re- 
venged of  him,  falsely  intornied  the  Justices 
of  AsMze,  that  the  said  Bushcn  the  father  had 
tnovdcre^l  his  wife,  and  thereupon  he  ma 
bound  over  to  answer  it  at  the  Afisj/f-s  ;  and 
tbeGr.ind  Jury  upon  the  lidl  ol  iiidictment 
agaioal  hiui,  returned  Igiioramut  twice  t  aod 
the  Justices  of  Assire  having,  for  discovery  of 
Che  truth  examined  divers  witnesses*  they 
direetimi  to  acquit  him  by  ProclunatioD ; 
which  the  Defendant  Dealing  perceiving,  and 
beuiK  ioccoscd  againii  Bwhim  far  aoiue  words 
thasTie  had  tned  tliMi  in  Cowrt^  he  did  again 
press  and  procure  the  l/onl  Angier,  then  J  udgc 
of  the  Assize,  to  bind  tbe  said  Bushen  over 
a^iu  luta  the  next  Assizer,  aod  said  he  would 
be  bound  to  prosecute,  and  find  other  evidence 
izain^thiso  for  the  King  :  and  between  that 
and  the  Assizes  Dealing  vowed,  he  would 
«p«nd  all  the  friends,  and  means  he  had,  but 
he  w  .ju!J  tuivc  Bushen  hau'^ed  ;  and  aJso  suid 
be  would  follow  him  to  Hell  Gates,  but  he 
wouM  bang  bun.  And  to  efiect  that  his  de- 
vilish purpose,  he  earnestly  solicited  the  lord 
Viscoiuit  Loftua,  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland, 
to  interpose  therein,  and  ^e  hit  aaaistance, 
tdliog  him  great  advantage  would  1>c  made 
thereby,  for  that  Busben  was  a  man  ot  a  great 
Estate';  which  the  lord  Ix>ftus  refusing,  lieal- 
iiig  sent  a  servant  to  Welden,  then  High 
Sheriff  of  the  County,  to  tell  him,  that  if  he 
would  )oyn  wiih  him  the  said  Ik-aling  to  con> 
viet  Bushen,  it  should  be  worth  him  5,000/. 

And  before  the  assizes  Bcaliog  told  the 
Lord  Lot'tus  he  had  gotten  a  man  of  power 
tiMt  would  fMroMeute  it  witb  efiRMt  And  at 
Iht  A"-**!/*  s  the  (h'fend  inl  tho  Lord  Kilroallock 
being  then  Chief  Justice  de  Com'  Banco  in 
Ireland  and  Justice  of  Aasize  (and  being  as  it 
should  seem  by  the  sequel  tbe  man  of  power 
mcfitione'l  hv  Bealin^)  caused  the  sheriff  on 
tt»e  'id  day  oi  ihe  Assi2es,about  7  or  8  o'clock 
ntfie  moraiog,  to  send  for  tbe  Grand'Jurjr  to 
ttai  Md  SfamPa  houw;  and  tbay  being 


Mr.  Too^e.—l  am  very  much  obligcxl  to 
your  lordships,  and  am  very  well  content  to 
accept  it  as  indulgence,  oraov  other  thing. 
Undoubtedly  it  is  very  acceptable  to  rac,  and 
very  necessary  for  my  }iealth.  lam  glad  to 
save  the  time  of  the  Court. 


brought  into  tlic  Dining  (  liumber  there,  he 
caused  all  persons  whatsoever  to  be  &but 
forth,  except  the  Judges  themselvefi,  the  Jurr, 
the  Clerk  ol  the  Crown,  the  Sheriff,  ;ind  the" 
defendant  ikalmg  the  f  rosccutor  :  and  tbe 
doom  being  sbut^  the  Deffendant,  tbe  Lord 
Sar^iu  Id  \"iscount  Kihnallock,  caused  a  Bill 
of  Indictment  to  be  preferred,  an<l  read  to  the 
Jury  against  Bushen,  for  the  Murder  of  hi& 
Wife,  and  then  bid  the  Jiny  go  together  and 
find  the  Ril!,  and  told  l!iem  they  ougJii  to  find 
the  BUI  ;  and  the  Jury  desiring  to  have  somo 
Evidence,  the  Deiendant  KiiinallocJt  called 
the  Defendant  ncahnc;,  who  upon  f  i  Oath  did 
Depoaeonlr,  thathe  heard  Buslieu  murdered 
hia  Wif4%meb  was  all  tbe  Svidence  they  had, 
saying  that,  the  lord  Sar>firld  told  some  imper> 
tinent  Talesand  iiiscourses  of  the  strange  and 
miraculous  discoveries  of  secret  Murders,  and 
said.  That  unless  they  would  expect  a  Miracle 
from  He  ivcn,  thrv  would  have  no  heller  Evi- 
dence th  tn  ility  had.  And  afterward  Four 
of  the  Jurv  refusing  to  find  the  Bill,  the  Lord 
Sarsfield  ill  thrra,if  ihry  woidd  not  find  the 
Bill,  tliey  must  attend  him  in  Court,  which 
they  did:  and  <me  of  then»  being  asked, 
^Vheth(  r  lie  was  with  tlie  Bill,  or  azMinst  the 
BtU  i  aod  he  answering  against  the  Bill,  the 
bird  Sarsfidd  told  him,  he  looked  for  no  better 
at  his  hands;  and  told  aiiotlicr  of  thena- 
that  was  against  the  Bill,  it  was  r>ne  of  his 
London  Tricks,  and  then  committed  the  l  our 
that  would  nolfuid  Uu  iiill,  put  them  off  finm 
the  Jury,  and  hne«!  ifn  ni  10/.  apiece;  and 
»>tnking  iiis  hand  on  iu>  lircast,  swore  by  his^ 
Honour,  thai  not  one  penny  of  their  fiOes 
should  he  remitted  ;  and  immediately  after 
caiiMid  the  1 1  that  yielded  to  find  the  Bill, and 
Two  others  to  be  sworn  of  a  new  Graad-Jitry, 
and  they  going  together  found  t)ie  Hill  fiii/m 
Verm,  And  thereufoo  Bushen  coming  to  be 
tryed  (v€  his'Iife  by  tbe  Petty  Jury,  and  Evi* 
dcnce  being  about  to  bo  given  against  him' 
he  dcsir'd,  in  respect  of  his  Age  and  Deafne?M, 
and  the  thcnNoi&c  of  the  Glass- Windows,  by 
reaaoQ  of  a  present  Storm,  and  the  Noise  ot 
the  People,  that  he  miij;ht  li  n  ''  loavc  to  come 
out  of  the  Bar,  and  btand  vviiere  be  might 
hear  what  Evidenoe  was  given  against  him, 
that  he  might  better  ari-wrr  f^r  hin  rlf 
which  the  Lord  Sarsfield  uiyubliy  denie<l  htm. 
And  Bushen  being  charged,  that  he  Mmself 
put  his  Wife  into  Tier  W  Midiiitj-shect,  dcsir'd 
that  such  persons  as  did  view  her  body  at^er 
her  death,  and  did  wind  her,  might  be  heard 
to  discover  the  Truth  ;  the  Lord  iSarsfield  un> 
justly  denied  that  al-^o ;  and  Bushen  then  de- 
siriug  that  tiic  Jublicc  of  Peace,  who  had 
taken  the  Examination  of  the  Business,  mieht 
be  heard,  the  Lord  Sanfield  denied  him  uat 


Digitized  by  Google 


151 


Stf  GEOEGE  IIL 


Trial  of  John  Htne  Tooke 


[Mr.  Bone  Tooke  removed  to  the  loaettMu-.] 

Mr.  SMtoR,  tkte  Cletk  «f  Arraigmt  celled 

over  ihe  pannel. 

Miyor  Kliode,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
Charles  Digli>  ,esq.cfaalIeoged  by  the  prisoner. 
MatUuBS  Dupont,  gent.  cfaAUeogea  by  the 

crown. 

iSalliaiucl  Wright,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
Hugh  French,  cmj.  not  a  freeholder. 
WiUiam  HarwoMf  esq.  cheUeaged  by  the 
crowo. 

James  Miichcll,  ropemaker,  not  a  freeholder. 
Philip  Godsai,  gent,  couchmaker. 

Mr,  Ersktne.—l  mean  to  rhaUenge  Mr. 
Oodaal,  but  not  bya  peremj  t  i  v  ehaUenge,  I 
flieanto  cliallen^''  tiiiti  fir  cause. 

Lord  Ctuei  Justice  £^r<, — What  is  your 
cause  f 

Mr.  Ertkine.—A  declaration  made  by  Mr. 
Godsai,  which  1  understand,  we  arc  in  a  con- 
UilioQ  to  prove  ;  and  it  il  u  proved,  I  am  sure 
your  lordijhip  will  not  for  a  inmnent  conceive 
that  he  is  fit  to  sit  as  a  juryman  upon  this 
trial:  a  declaration  made  by  him  not  very 
lightly  neither,  upon  the  second  day  of  the 
trial  of  the  person  who  was  acc|tiitted  in  this 
place,  tiiat  It  be  were  upon  the  jury,  he  would 
nang  every  one  of  the  prtsonera. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — If  yoti  prove 
tliat,  it  will  certainly  disqualify  him. 

Mr.  Ertkine. — Call  Jutnes  Berry. 

Jama  Bcm/f  sworn. — exaniiucd  by 
Mr.  £rfftiae. 

What  are  you^^A  derk  at  the  Oracle 

office. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Philip  Uodsal? — I  do 
not  know  biro  perstmally,  uoleat  I  was  to  sec 

•him. 

Look  round  ;  do  you  know  thatgcotleman? 
-"I  eannot  say  that  I  reeoUect  his  person. 

Did  yuii  see  any  person  who  called  himself 
by  that  name  f — A  person  who  1  understood 
was  of  tiiat  name. 

How  did  you  un  1'  i  i  md  tbatf — By  being 
told  that  that  jentleciian's  name  wasGodsul. 

But  you  cannot  swear  to  his  person  ? — No. 

Who  told  yott  that  his  name  waa  Godsai  ? 
—A  young  man  who  waa  present  at  the  time. 

Bequest  also.    And  the  Petty-Jury,  after 

going  togcthtr,  and  si  i  v^icr  --"mewhat  long, 
the  Loru  6ar!»held  sent  them  word,  that  it 
they  would  not  agree  and  come  away,  he 
would  carry  them  with  hinj  next  day  in  a 
Carti  and  being  luld  Uiat  they  were  all  agreed 
but  one,  he  sent  a  Message  to  the  Jury  in> 
citing  them  to  pinch  that  man  that  would  not 
agree;  to  pull  liini  by  thr  Xo«;c,  by  the  hair 
of  the  Head,  ami  liy  the  Beard  ;  and  bid  the 
Jury  make  much  of  him  that  nisht,  and  tliat 
he  wotild  make  tnueh  of  hini  the  next  day  ; 
and  sent  that  one  Man  word,  thai  it  had  been 
better  for  him  to  agree  A  nd  soon  after  th^ 
threatening;  ^^essage5  dcl^f  i'  l  to  the  .Tory, 
au4  th«y  kiH/wing  the  U»age  of  the  lormer 


Whois  that  yotinf^  mnn  ? — Mr,  Harman. 

Mr.  Attvrney  General — >- Where  does  Mr. 
Harman  UveP^At  Mr.  Bell's.  « 

Did  Mr.  llarmHn  know  you  were  coming 
here  this,  moimog?— >No:  I  did  not  know 
myself  till  this  morning. 

Did  you  know  what  you  were  coming  here 
about?— 1  was  toki  by  Mr.  Ciarkwm  when  he 
sent  for  me. 

Did  you  mention  this  thing  to  any  penOD 
after  you  had  heard  it  ?— V*"^ 

To  whom  ? — To  a  Mr.  brow  n, 

Where  doce  he  live  .'-—I  do  nut  know ;  I 
was  in  company  with  him  ;  I  tliink  he  lives 
in  BUckmoor-street,  Clare-roarket,  but  1  am 
notcerlidn. 

When  were  you  sent  to  to  attend  here  thi> 
morning? — 1  rect  ived  a  note  last  night,  when 
I  came  home,  from  Mr  Clarkson.  requesting 
me  to  call  upon  him  this  morning. 

You  called  upon  him  then  ? — I  did 

Did  you  iuforni  Mr.  CUrkhon  that  tiariuaa 
was  the  person  who  told  you  it  was  Mr.  God- 
sal  f — I  did  not. 

Did  you  inform  Mr.  Clarkson  that  you  did 
not  know  Mr.  Godsai  f-^l  told  him  I  bad 
never  seen  him  hefote, 

Mr.  Ertktae. — liut  you  thought  you  should 
know  him  again } 

•Mr.  Goduil  -~\  tliink  my  character  ought 
to  be  vindicated  in  this  matter,  and  that 
man  ought  to  be  punished  for  bringing  this 
matter  against  me. 

Hirrif  —What  I  i'aid  I  am  wiilmg  to  «iwear 
to  ;  I  (lu  not  know  how  it  wai  represented  to 
tlie  Court  before  I  came  in. 

Mr.  Attorney  Genrtal. — You  are  clerk  t» 
Mr.  Bell's  Oracle  ?— Yes. 

Are  you  a  member  of  any  of  these  societiea  f 
—No. 

Mr.  Erskine. — Then  I  roust  peremptmily 
ehallente  Mr.  GodsaL 

James  Huy^arth,  esq  sworn. 
Mark  Hudson,  esq.  challenged  by  the  pri- 
soner. 

John  Mandell,  gent,  not  a  freeholder. 
Henry  liullock,  brewer,  challenged  by  ihe 

crown. 

John  Powsey,  carpenter  and  anrvayor,  ehal-> 
lenged  by  the  priaoDor. 

Jury,  did,  upon  light  evidence  of  Hear-says 
only  delivered  by  Be  ilin  j  nn  ^  o'lu t<-,  find 
Bushen  guilty  of  the  Murder  oi  Ins  W  iie,  and 
ho  was  condemnMl  and  executed  for  the  wrae, 

when  AS  it  tlt  arly  appeared  sht  ditd  (il  a  na« 
I  turai  death  and  di!>ease  ot  the  Uioody  Flux. 
I  And  for  this  fool  Carriage,  the  lord  Sarsfield 
I  Viscount  Kiimallock  was  committed  to  the 
Fleet  dunrrr  His  majcstie's  plea'^ure,  Hned 
1  i,000/.  to  inc  King  and  1,(XKJ/.  damage  to 
Buf  hcnthe  Helator:  Scaling,  Knight  for  Ida 
mail*  'ous  prosecution  devili>n  practice  and  at- 
temp  (to  get  other  men  of  power  into  hie 
wicked  prosecnUon,  wai  atomitted  to  the 
rirrt  fined  500/.  aodto  poy  tdOi.daiDage  ta 
Bushen  the  Eelator. 
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Geor^  Capes,  esq  v.m  j  frrcholclcr. 

Tliouiav  Ili^o<Je^,*  tuwkctjper,  excused  on  ac- 
count of  iliuess. 

fiichard  Croft,  banker. 
Mr.  Crg/i. — My  name  is  Thomas,  I  am 

fUDunoiied  by  the  auae  of  Richard. 

Bugh  Koiiald8»Mq.  chaUeoged  by  the  pri- 
soDer. 

£dwifd  Antrobut,  Dot  a  freeholder. 
Thomas  Harrison,  cowkeeper,  sworn. 

John  Leader,  gent. 

Mr.  leader. — Mv  lord,  I  have  a  violent 
Mid. 

ix>r  ]  CI  lief  Justice  Fyrc. — I  will  excuse  you 
for  tiic  present,  but  you  must  notgo  away. 
John  Guest  esq.  excused  oo  aceotmt  of  illneaa. 
Adam  Steiranet;,  ^  i-mit  baker,  e.xcu'icd,  ha- 
ving aerved  on  the  trial  of  TlMmasilardy.f 

•  In  Blancbard's  report  of  this  trial  I  find 
Ike  following  account  of  what  took  place  pre- 
moosAj  to  Rhodes  being  excused  : 

oirim  T{Innhs.~~-\.  am  a  freeholder  and 
copyholder.  1  hopeyotir  lordship  will  e\cu<c. 
■le  ;  I  am  subject  to  a  pain  iu  my  head,  that 
I  shall  not  be  able  to  attend ;  I  am  subject  to 
it  if  1  am  confinefl,  lif-ing  so  much  in  the  air. 

Court. — That  apprchciiaion  is  too  distant ; 
tftty  juryman  may  apprehend  that  ft  confine- 
Blent  of  iln>  kind  m;iy  injure  his  health. 

Tkoma*  KAodci.— I  hope  you  will  not  think 
■e  impertinent,  that  I  mutt  finfeit  my  fine. 

Tl i  t.  —You  bttug  present  in  court,  csiuot 
foriett  your  fine. 

Thames  Rkoda. — It  is  impossible  for  me  to 
do  the  duty. 

Ctmrt. — Ifyou  think  nrii  io  nnsiwf'r  that  on 
oath,  I  am  £>urpriscd  you  should  not  hesitate 
\o  allege  thia  in  the  presence  of  such  an  cu- 
dicnce  as  thTs. 

Tktmu9  UJuhIcs. — 1  luive  declared  that  I  am 
wjr  siibjert  to  a  head-aebe. 

Comrt. — Why  do  not  you  say  it  on  your  oath. 

T%t>aias  Rifodes. — i  am  very  ready,  if  your 
lordship  will  permit.— (sworn), 

Court.—Ou  the  oath  you  have  taken,  is 
your  health  such,  that yoti  arc  not  capable  of 
gomg  through  the  fatigue  ot  this  trial  ? 

Tho'iiu%  Khod,'s.—\ am  confident  that  I  hate 
such  an  hen  J  Lit  lie,  that  I  should  be  incaptble 
of  rtcoUecUa^  almost  any  thing. 

Camri. — I  am  not  quite  satisfied  with  your 
Banner  ;  but,  however,  you  arc  Hisduiri:' d. 

i  li  IS  proper  to  be  noticed  that  the  merely 
having  acrred  as « juryman  in  Haitly's  trial 
^5  not  the  reason  why  Mr.  Steinmctz  was 
excused  frura  serving  on  the  present  occasion ; 
M  ..p^jfars  by  the  following  extract  from 
filanchard's  account  of  this  trial: 

"  Adam  Stcinmetz. — 1  am  a  fre(?hol(ler  of 
M/.  a  year.  My  lord,  1  had  the  pleasure  of 
aliending  here  the  last  jury,  I  found  myself 
very  ill.  J  am  not  not  capable  of  continuing, 
I  am  sure,  op  this  trial. 

**  Cottir.— lam  sorry  you  ask  to  be  excused, 
berr;  r  f  do  not  wonder  tliat  duty  was  so 
h«avy  i>  to  ahect  the  health  of  any  gentle- 
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Robert  H3^vkins,  coal  merchant,  excused  on 

account  of  age. 
Robert  KUby  Cox,  esq.  challenged  by  the  pri- 

James,  Payne,  esq.  challenged  by  the  crown. 

John  Mercer,  mealman,   excused,  liaving 
served  on  the  trial  of  rhomri'-  Hardy. 

John  Rixon.  cooper,  tlKillrnged  by  thecro*jm. 

Thomas  Saycr,  esq.  excused,  having  served  on 
the  trial  ofThomas  Hardy.* 

Richard  Carter,  esq  nxf-usrd,  having  served  (Ml 
the  trial  of  Thouia'' Hardy. 

Thomas  Matthews,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 

Edward  Hale,  [;etu.  swum. 

George  Fillingham,  hoplactor,  chaiicoged  by 
the  prisoner, 

William  Perry,  esq*  challenged  by  the  pri- 
soner. 

Richard  Cough,  esq.  excused  on  account  of 
illness. 

Tliomas  Skipp  Dyotl  Bucknell,  eaq.  chal- 
lenged by  the  prisoner. 

Edward  Jennings,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 

Geur^e  Scwell,  gent,  not  a  freeholder. 

Natliaiuel  blooard,  brewer,  excused,  ha- 
ving served  on  the  trial  ofThomas  Hardy. 

Samuel  Provey,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 

lliumas  Allen,  brewer,  challenged  by  the 

Erisoner. 
n  Baker,  esq.  challenged  by  the  prisoner. 
Samuel  PuUen,  gent,  challenged  by  the  pri* 

soner. 

James  Smith,  esq.  challenged  by  the  prtMner. 
Brvan  Marslutl,  gent.  eicuBcd  on  account  of 

illness. 

Joseph  Nichol,  gent,  farmer,  osettsed,having 

served  oti  t!ie  nial  ofThrana';  H"ir.,!y. 
David  Hobcfts,  esq.  challenged  by  the  pri- 
soner. 

Thomas  Smith,  esq.  challenged  by  the  pri« 

soner. 

John  Charrineton,  esq.  excused,  having  serx'ed 
on  the  trialof  1%omas  Hardy. 

Thomas  Allen,  esq*  challenged  by  the  pri- 
soner. 

Andrew  Burt,  esa.  challenged  by  the  crown. 
Cliarles  SmiUi,  ois^ler,  challenged  by  the 

prisoner. 
George  Gosling,  esq.  and  banker. 

IMr  Gosling.  —  I  luivr  been  summoned  to 
attend ;  I  do  not  live  at  Twickenham,  nor 
am  I  a  banker;  there  is  a  gentleman  at 


man ;  it  is  imposfcible  that  you  should  be 

pressed,  ifyou  decline;  the  Court  willcxcUBe 
you,  undoubtedly,  if  you  ask  it." 

♦  It  appears  by  Blanchard's  report  of  this 
case,  that,  as  the  reason  for  requesting  to  be 
cicused,  Mr.  Sa%  er  dec  !  ircd  that  he  had  served 
on  the  last  jury,  that  he  had  been  ill  ever 
since,  and  had  iaot  yet  recovered  ;  a  similar 
declaration  wis  afterwards  made  by  Mr.  Char- 
rington  ;  all  the  other  Kcullemea  who,  havrng 
Kei^ed  on  the  trial  of  Hardy  wem  eicttsea 
from  serving  on  that  ofTookc,  were  excused 
in  like  manner  at  their  a\\'u  request. 
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of  Gosling,  but  his  name 


l  inker  of  the  name 
is  not  George.  I 


am  a  proctor  in  the  A(lmira)ly. 
M  illijiu  Nicoli,  fanner,  cballaiged  bgr  the 

pnsoucr. 

Eowanl  Franklin,  fanner,  excused  on  account 

of  illness. 

Michael  lienly,  cool  meicbant,  cbalieaged  by 

die  prisoner. 
Edward  Champion, esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
Francis  Jcnks,  f^ent.  not  a  frcctu^Uifr. 
Joseph  Aiislic,*  esq.  excused,  iiaving  served 

on  the  trial  of  Thomas  Haidj. 
John  Mashiter^  wbaifinger,chal]eoged  by  the 

prisoner. 

John  Liptrap,  esq.  challenged  by  the  prisoner. 
Theophilus  nitilW,  sugar  refioeri  not  a  free- 
holder. 

Charles  Turner,  sailmakcr,  not  a  freeholder. 
John  Ifairiaon,  gent,  challenged  by  the  pri- 
soner, 

John  liatlyc,  esq.  challenged  by  the  prisoner. 
David  Diivelu2,  not  a  fteeholder. 
James  Stephens,  esq.  challenged  by  the 
crown, 

James  Crane,  etiq.  challenged  by  the  prisoner. 
Rice  Davics,  esq  i  tu  llenged  by  the  prisoner. 
Cecil  Pitt,  esq.  uxcutted  on  account  of  a^. 
Isaac  Lucas,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
Thomas  Draine,  brewer,  sworn, 
Artiiur  Shake^ar,  esq.  challenged  by  the 

Erisouer. 
n  Jenkinsotty  etl|«  not  a  freeholder. 
Jaraes  Sbercdine,  esq.  chaliengcd  by  the  pri- 
soner. 

JobaMaybew,  esq.  challenged  by  the  pri- 
soner. 

Emanuel  GooUttcart,  sugar  re&ner,  challenged 

by  the  prisoner. 
Matthew  Whiting,  sugar  refiner,  sworn. 
Caslin  Rhode,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
Christopher  luehardsfm,  timber  merchant,  ex- 

cLiscd  on  account  of  illness. 
Jonathan  £ade,  esq.  chaUeoged  by  the  pci- 

soucr. 


•  According  to  Blaiichard's  report  of  tliis 
case,  the  name  of  JohnThompeoD  was  here 
called,  on  which,  "  A  |^rr'-on  answered,  that 
he  was  cited  to  the  Luminous,  and  he  had 
heard  Mr.  Thonipson  aay  that  he  had  lived 
in  a  (Ir^cr  ofintimary  with  Mr.  Tooko,  and 
therefore  he  did  not  hke  to  be  on  the  tnal. 

**  }At.  Ibole— I  have  been  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  Mr. Thompson ;  his  family  and 
iny  family  have  been  so  for  thirty  iour  years 
back. 

"  Lord  Chief  Justice  JSyre. — [erroneously 
called  by  Ulrinchard  /  ^'r^/  rmhltnt .']—\\. 
must  uol  be  lUi(^L■r^tao(l  lijai  because  a  ucr^ou 
auflunoned  on  the  jury  was  formerly  ac- 
quainted with  the  ^irii^oner,  that tberet'ore  he 
is  not  to  bf  on  the  jury. 

"  Mr.  Tookc. — I  believe  he  keeps  away 
fcar^l  that  it  should  be  thoil^iht  Iw  should 
act  through  paztiality.'* 


James  Kee&e,*  graoer,  challenge  by  the  pH* 

soner. 

John  Butts,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 

Thoma*?  Corkinglon,  esq. 

&lr.  Cockin^ton. — My  uumc  is  James. 
Henry  Goodwin,  esq. 

Mr.  Ooi*dicm.—  \  am  described  in  the  sum- 
mons us  livinor  m  Saint  Catherine's ;  I  do  not 
live  hi  Saint  Catlmiue's,  but  in  Lower  East 
Smithficld.f 

John  Peter  Blaquirc^  esq.  clialla^^by  the 

prisoner. 

David  Dean,  cheesemonger,  challenged  by 

the  prisoner. 
Norrison  Coverdale,  ropemakt:r|  sworn.. 
Robert  Mturis,  gent  sworn.  * 
William  ('ooke,  esq.  sworn. 
Charles  i^nUt,  miliar,  sworn, 
llioaas  Dtnoe,  stationer,  not  a  freeholder. 
Thomas  Maude,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
James  Shrapnell,  silversmith,  nota  freeholder. 
Benjamin  Uradbury,  gcut  nut  a  freeholder. 
Christopher  Metcalfe,  esq. 

Mr.  Mcti  ulfe. — I  do  not  live  at  Bromley,  in 
tlic  county  ui  Middlesex,  as  1  am  described 
in  the  panel,  but  at  West  Ham,  in  Esseic 
John  Thompson,  brewer,  not  a  freeholder. 
Xhuouis  Lewis,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
Nathaniel  Allen,  ship  chandler,  net  a  frie» 

holder. 

Edwanl  lliil,gent.diail^gcd  by  the  prisonu-. 
Cam  Farotcr,  gent,  eioused  on  aocount  oi 


*  In  BUnchard's  report  of  this  trial,  it  ap^ 

pears  tlvu  uith  :i  view  to  being  cxrii'^od  f  rom 
i»crviii^  a«>  a  juryman,  Mr.  Keene  said ;  "  i  am 
one  oltlie  collectors  of  the  king'»  taxes,  and  it 
is  Jtist  the  tiint'  ofilnishing  up  the  books,  and 
i  ilo  not  know  what  the  consequence  may  be 
if  I  should  be  obliged  to  serve. 

"  Lord  ChicfJuijlicc  K«/rf .— The  only  coi^ 
sequence  wiU  be  thai  you  way  hntsh  tbeni 
afterwards. 

**Ut.£rsicsn<r.— I  do  not  wish  lodisqipotnt 
the  revenue  ;  1  cliallenge  him." 

f  Tiiis  is  diftcrenlly  reported  by  Blanchard, 
who  states  it  thus : 

"  3SIr  (lOftdwin. — Ihcc,  leave  to  observe  to 
your  lordsliip,  that  1  do  uot  wish  by  any 
niean<i  to  skreen  myself  Irom  the  duty,  but  I 
f(  el  it  my  duty  to  inturm  your  l  idships  and 
tlte  Court,  Uiat  1  am  uut  bummoiicd  accord* 
ing  to  the  way  1  spell  my  name,  nor  in  aay 
place  where  I  reside.  My  residence  as  a 
brewer  is  in  Lower  East  Sroilhfield,  and  I  am 
summoned  as  living  in  Saint  Catherine's;  I 
spi  ll  my  name  with  a  3/  in  GoodwyOf  and  it  la 
spelt  with  an  i  in  the  summons. 

"  CUrk  Pj  tht  Court. -^li  is  with  a  y  in  the 
panel. 

"  Mr.  J'rskine.—l  « '  rrt  lo  him  on  tbeac- 
cuuut  liiai  tie  t»  nut  well  ik:>cribed  as  to  his 
place  of  residence. 

"  I.UI.1  (  h'K  f  Jirtire  £yrc.-  If  the  pri- 

kooer's  counsel  otyccls  we  cannot  force  bun* 
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(Crompion,  paper-banging  roakcr^ex- 
cased  on  arcoiint  uf  illness. 
John  Lovettigeot.  not  a  freeholder. 
Mtt  Ftev|9»  cooper,  nut  a  f  reeholder. 
Thonns  Gyurt^aiq.  chaUeoged  by  the  pii* 
9oner. 

Mr.  SAelton. — My  lurii  I  liuve  gone  tlirou£;h 
tbr  panel,  and  there  are  but  nine  jurors  hw  urn. 
Ijjrd  Chief  Justiee  ^re,— Call  over  ibede- 

I'aullcrs. 

^Mr.  SkekoH  called  over  the  defaulters, 
vben  Heoiy  Putrier,  e«q.  appeared.] 

Mr.  AwTifr.^My  health  will  not  permit 

me  lo  serve  ou  this  trial. 

Mr.  £nk$ju. — My  lord,  this  is  a  genileman 
«f wliofll  I  know  nothing;  and  ii' it  is  your 
Itairiihip's  ultimate  J tKi  .;tn(-nt  that  be  should 
«erre  upon  the  jury,  1  ^Itall  be  perfectly  s;itis« 
M  ;  iMit  I  shall  :;ub£ntt  thi»  to  the  jiii)gincnt 
9f  the  Court  We  have  expended  ail  our 
fhallcnges.  In  the  course  of  our  chalh  n::r(  s 
wtterent  gentlemen  made  excuitat,  which  tliey 
■tniittf  n  to  the  oonsideration  of  the  Court ; 
anti  your  lordships,  with  your  usual  justice 
aadLaduk»iice,lettticm  be  excused.  It  was 
Mt  ponme  fiir  ray  learned  friend  or  myself, 
as  counsel  for  Ihe  prisoner,  Uj  know  what 
Bombo'  of  the  inquest  would  appear,  nur  what 
aumber  that  did  appear  would  dc  disqualified 
(or  want  of  freehold,  or  what  number  would 
be  disqiialiBfr]  for  waul  of  health,  so  that  we 
ven  under  the  ucccsitilyofucUng  as  appeared 
best  at  the  moment :  non  eonitat^  tnat  we 
nu^hi  not  have  chosen  to  challtnic  this  gen- 
tleman, rather  tlian  some  others  liiat  we  luive 
dwHenged.  No  man  eertamly,  in  his  senses, 
woulJ  wrt^tc  2  challenge,  which  is  i^iven  upon 
so  awiiii  an  occasion  as  a  capital  case:  and 
iBviD^  onty  thirty- five  challenges  out  of  a 
panel  con'^i'^ling  of  above  two  hundred  jurors; 
with  a  prhrilege  in  the  crown  also  to  challenge 
liwse  whom  we  might  not  be  disposed  to 
dHUea^.  I  repeat  again  that  no  man  in  his 
sro^e*,  would  throw  away  a  chaHensc  iip'>n  i 
juror  who  had  disqualiiicd  huu&elt,  who  iiad 
claimed  nn  indiiipoce  of  the  Court,  and  was 
b  Vnc  course  of  receiving  it ;  therefore,  your 
lordships  observe  that  I  go  on  and  take  my 
challenges. 

Mr.  AttorHty  Cfncrat. — You  may  wave  any 
eoe  of  jrour  challcuj^cs,  and  challenge  this  I 
gndcmn  if  you  pIcSse. 

Ml.  Ertlume. — lliis  is  rather  extraordinary;  ' 
what,  I  am  to  wave  a  challenge  1  have  made  | 
and  take  a  gentleman  whom  I  have  already, 
challenge\l?    I  rather  would  wish  to  apjieal 
ta  the  practice  of  former  times,  tlvm  lu  otier 
to  your  lordship  any  cuu^triii turn  ui  my  ou  n  , 
i^m  the  sti^tite ;  but  I  cannut  conceive  a 
v^GXf  ban!         than  it  will  be  upon  the  pri-  \ 
«uscr,  if  he  is,  alter  a  certain  number  of  jurors 
am  I,  ■n—iilliwli  and  are  now  in  the  box,  to  be 
oJled  npon  to  retract  a  particular  challrn^'c. 
yky  applicntion  to  your  lordship  is,  that  we 
crown  shall  now,  to  praveiiitha  iM}iMat  being 
  )■  ttUed  vpott  t«  tti^y  in  the 
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langnagc  of  the  itatnte,  cause  for  thdr  pnrU- 

cular  challenge 

I  will  take  »t  another  way — wlt»  n  the  crown 
assigns  no  cause,  your  lordship  (  ; :  u  to  take 
ittliat  there  is  no  cause;  and  .  lii  ugh  the 
indulgence  of  tVie  law  to  Kiii;li'«h  sviljjccts 
wliu  arc  accused  .iiid  .sliuuhng  ujioa  lri<il  for 
their  lives  allows  them,  without  any  caui>e,  if 
they  lecl  aiiy  thing  in  thrir  own  mind  that 
they  cannot  express — il  even  iliey  see  in  the 
countenance  of  the  person  something  they  do 
nut  likf ,  tile  imhilgeiicc  of  tlie  law  allows  a 
peremptory  challenge— the  indulgence  of  the 
law  allows  no  such  challenge  to  the  king; 
utjduublcdly  the  construction  which  thejudges 
have  put  in  oilier  limes  upon  that  is,  that  the 
inquest  shall  not  therefore  remain  untaken ; 
and  in  this  case  your  lordship  n  placed  in 
this  predicament— either  you  must  decide 
that,  notwuUi>Uuidu)g  liic  mGruuty  of  the 
juror,  which  leads  him  to  ask  your  lordshtf*li 
mdulgence,  he  shall,  nevcrtheless.be  put  into 
the  box,  and  serve  upon  the  trial ;  or,  that 
your  loraahip  shall  call  upon  the  crown  to  say, 
whether  there  be  any  nHindatioa  for  their 
challenges. 

Supposing  that  this  should  happen  in  ano* 
ther  case  (and  your  lordship  will  recollect, 
that  if  i  am  over- ruled  in  this  I  must  be  over- 
ruled in  alh,  and  that  the  jury  must,  thcreo 
fore,  be  filled  up  with  persons  in  the  predica' 
mciit  I  have  already  alluded  to,  in  this  most 
cxtraordiuarv  species  of  trial,  which  no  man 
living,  I  will  venture  to  say,  can  foresee  the 
duration  of,  or  t!ie  inconvenience  that  the 
health  of  individuals,  even  strong  men,  may 
endure  in  the  course  of  the  trial.  I  trust  your 
lordship  will  certainly  think  yourself  liouDd 
rather  to  call  upon  the  crown  to  a&sign  the 
cauae  for  their  challeni^s,  than  to  the 
other  alternative,  of  obliging  a  gentleman  in 
ili-health  to  serve.  I  beg  to  be  understood 
that  I  say  this  without  the  smallest  objection 
in  the  world  to  the  gentleman  who  now  stands 
before  the  Court,  and  if  your  lordship  over- 
ruieji  the  ubjectiuu,  as  tar  as  relates  to  him, 
I.shall  undoubtedly  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  Gihbt. — The  nature  of  our  objection,  a<! 
I  conceive,  is  this :—  1  he  prisoner  is  entitled 
to  Ins  challenges  to  all  those  who  are  on  the 
panel,  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  on 
the  panel;  and  it  may  be,  that  those  senile^ 
men  who,  when  called,  were  excused  for  the 
present,  may  be  persons  whom  the  pristaier 
would  ratiier  have  challenged  than  those  that 
followed. 

Mr.  Purrier. — I  believe  I  can  save  the 
Court  some  trouble  ;  I  have  labourcil  under 
a  complaint  tliat  makes  it  impossible  for  me 
to  serve  on  this  triat  At  the  time  of  Hardy's 
trial  I  cotdd  not  have  staid  in  the  court  five 
minutes;  lor  if  1  had  tilaid  longer  than  1  did, 
I  should  have  been  carried  oat  with  at  leaat 


•  See  the  case  of  Peter  Cuoke  m  tliia  Col- 
ketioo,  \  ol.  13,  p.  S18.  See  also  the  case  of 
SpoiearCowpar,  p.  1146  of  the  anus  VoIubm. 


Digitized  by  Google 


9Si 


$S  GEORGB  m. 


Trial  ffMn  Hmn  Taoh 


a  suspension  of  all  my  fiiculties;  I  am  nixe  .  the  judge  is  likewise  in  custody  upon  thn 

of  it,  from  the  spn<:ntion  that  cnme  over  me.  '  bench,  aru!  the  ejes  of  tveiy  pcnon  in  COUIt 
I  was  one  e  vcrv  iitiir  faiuUns  al  the  A&viuoi,  are  hid  keepers. 

and  in  fitrt  I  am  so  in  all  crowded  places.  |  My  lords;  upon  this  occasion  every  part  of 
This  is  a  fact  I-could  bavo  brought  sumcienl  the  criminal  law  and  practice  of  thi«'coimtrj 
testimony  ot.  I  is  totall)r  de^tro^ed  and  gone ;  for  if  the 

r>,    n  „  ,,         J     T      crown,  with  the  monstroife  range  of  influence 

I  Mr.  i^urricr  sworn  upon  the  ro<;- a<rf.  I      '  «t   ,     i      „  ,      P  »  ,  j 

'  J       that  It  has  now,  Mipcrior  lo  what  it  c  vrr  nad 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre.— Your  state  of  j  at  any  other  tiaie^ if  the  crown,  with  the  io- 

heahh  Is  sueb  that  you  Mlieve  yourself  to  be  |  floence  it  has  upon  the  officers  who  make  Ibn 


incapable  of  going  through  the  fiitigne  of  this 

Uial? 

Mr.  Furrier. — I  verily  believe  it.  i  am 
■ure  of  it. 

Lord  Chief  JuBtice  J|yr0.<-~You  aie  ttr 

cused. 

Mr.  Tooke.  I  do  not  mean  to  argufe  with 

your  lor(l!?hi|»  and  the  counsel,  but  I  tind  my- 
•elf  coni)>ellcd  to  tell  your  iordahip  that  I 
■hould,  if  I  had  not  been  over-ruled  by  the 
lupcrior  judgmcnl  of  my  counsel,  have  con- 
tended very  early  against  the  challenges  of 
the  Crown.  The  statute  of  3d  Edward  3rd, 
completclv  bars  what  they  have  done,  al- 
tlu»ugh  I  know  that  subsequent  ju<licial  deci- 
sions iiave  peruiiUcd  the  counsel  iur  ihc 
crown  to  challenge,  without  ahowing  their 
cauae,  tinttl  the  panel  is  gone  throuE;" ;  the 
panel  is  now  gone  through  of  persons  ui 
health.  However,  I  should  not  now  have 
addressed  vou  if  I  had  not  a  farther  rea«on  — 


panel,  t(  -ethf  r  with  every  Other  influence 
that  I  \vi;l  lui  hc  iir  to  mention — if  the  crowa 
should  take  llie  advantage  of  a  practice  found 
fault  with,  I  remember,  by  Williams,  in,s 
particular  case,  wht-re  \\v  said,  it  i^  true,  sttch 
Uiinss  have  been  suftercd  at  the  tune  that 
small  panels  were  returned,  but  you  have  re- 
turned to  me  now  upwards  of  a  hnndrtd 
and  there  are  returned  in  this  case  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight,  the  proportion  of  ther 
powi  r  of  the  crown  in  such  r*  turns  this  \% 
exceedingly  great ;  for  with  thuly-bve  chal- 
lenges, if  they  returned  seventy,  the  crown 
would  only  have  an  equal  share,  or  perhaps 
not  so  much  ;  but  lo  aHow  liic  crown  an  un- 
hatilcd  challenge  out  uf  two  hundred  and 
twenty- eight,  when  the  prisoner  can  only 
cii.illenge  ihirty-five  !  — My  lords,  look  back, 
s»ee  what  is  become  of  your  crmimal  juris- 
diction; if  you  do  not,  as  in  the  common 
affair-i  of  life,  see  tliat  succession  of  objects  to 


My  lord,  X  hope  that  I  shall  be  the  most  in-  whicli  you  have  been  accustomed — My  lords, 

firm  man  in  this  eourt^  because  I  fisel  much  stop,  timi  back,  you  must  be  in  the  wtook 

morr  anxiety  for  the  preservation  of  the  cri-  road.    The  <:lorious  slruelure  of  the  Englim 

mmal  law  and  practice  of  the  land,  than  I  criminal  law  is  such,  that  you  cannot  take  out 

do  for  any  liazard  that  attends  me  upon  this  a  stone  but  the  whole  must  come  tumbling 

trial.  about  your  ears;  it  must  tumble  now  if  this 
My  lords,  I  have  been  in  this  case,  and  I  '  practice  is  all  'v  f  1.    I  fur  myself  hope  that 

dare  swear  that  your  lordi>hips  have,  and  the  no  infirm  gentictnan  bliall  be  taken  upon  this 


jury  too — ^that  when  I  have  intended  lo  tmvel 

a  lon'j;  accustomed  road  f  ome  to  my  own 
huu:>e,  bumc  suddeu  distraction  of  the  thought 
has  made  me  inattentive  to  the  passage ;  when 
1  h  ivp  romr  to  myself,  and  my  attention  has 
returned,  1  have  ohberved  that  there  were  not 
those  objects,  the  iMuse,  the  gate,  the  style. 


jury,  because  I  had  rather  die  where  I  stand 
than  consent  that  the  jury  and  the  judge  f 
shall  Quit  thia  place  till  the  cause  is  gone 
througn.  I  do  therefore  beg  that  the  jurovn 
may  be  men  in  bcalih,  that  they  may  not 
suffer  in  doing  their  duty,  but  that  1  may  t>e 
the  first  victim.  The  law  never  intended 


or  the  i:.ip  I  Jtad  been  accusiound  to  s»ee,  and   that  the  crime  of  high  treason,  whtcli  nuszht 


instantly  I  have  recollected  that  1  mu%t  be 
out  of  my  road;  then  I  have  stopped,  and 
have  gone  ba»  k,  because  the  accustomed  suc^ 
cession  of  ohjetts  ditl  not  occtir.    The  same 


to  lay  in  the  palm  ot  your  hand,  should  take 
up  hve  days  in  the  proof;  therefore  I  beg 
,  your  lordship  will  he  so  good  as  to  let  me  die 
j  in  this  plare,  rather  than  tliat  the  whole  cri- 
tbing  happens  upon  the>e  pruct'eding<> ;  see  minal  law  and  praAice  of  thi!»  country  should 
whew  we  are;  nine  days  upon  a  trial  —the  I  be  destroyed;  I  beg  that  no  infirm  man  mav 
jury  pass  and  return  day  alicr  day  wi 1 1  luu I  '  be  upon  my  jury,  and  that  your  lordships  will 
clean  shirts,  uushaved — the  judges  quitting  turn  your  thoughts  to  the  situation  intf>  which 
the  court,  and  returning  again  and  again— a  this  country  is  brought — that  you  will  stop, 
question  put  upon  what  shall  lit  done,  in  this  i  and  turn  back,  and  <:ft  into  tbe  ri«;h;  road. 


strau^e  mvX  uuknown  case,  tor  the  jurv — no 

Suestson  put  what  shall  be  dune  for  the  judge. 
>n  Eii^hbli  jury,  fairly  and  impartially  t  ik<  ii, 
1  have  always  believed  to  be  as  incorruptible, 
and  as  Kttle  likely  to  be  tampered  with,  as 
any  judge  whatever :  the  judge  is  compelled 
to  stay  as  well  a*  the  piry  ;  if  the  jury  ;_'otin- 
shaved  and  unshuied,  bo  inuxl  the  judge ;  ii 
is  true,  that  when  tbe  jury  retire  frooi  the 
fiouri  aomabodv  ama  vilh  thum  u  baaoer  * 


Lord  Chief  Juilicc  Eyre,— I  do  not  sec 
what  thb  address  goes. 

*  It  appears  that  in  Sidney's  case  the  panel 
consblcn  of  eighty-nine  names ;  see  Vol.  9, 
p.  824,  of  this  CollertLun.  To  the  case  of  lord 
kussell,  the  panel  containeil  upwards  of  a 
hundred  names;  see  Vol  9,  p.  j8i.  Sec, 
also,  Nol)le's  ca'>e,  Vol.  15,  p.  758. 

f  .See  llar  l\  ^  case,  Vol.  84,  p.  414; 
tile  case  of  lord  JJelamere  there  cited. 
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Mr.  rook«.— 1  )iat  the  crown  shall  give  their 
cause  of  challenge  before  en  i]i6rm  juryman 
thall  be  taken.   The  panrl  is  gone  through. 
I  am  not  much  accustonieJ  tothe!»e  adOrc&ses 
%o  the  bend) ;  I  hope  you  will  forgive  me  if 
I  have  nol  been  so  correct  as  I  ougl»t  to  be. 
The  crown  have      fiivour,  contrary  to  lawj 
been  aoeustofned  to  do  wbat  they  heve  done, 
and  therefore  I  bore  it — I  bore  il  because  I 
was  ovcr-niied  by  these  gentlemen,  in  whose 
judginent  I  place  my  life  and  fortune,  not 
knowing  the  practice,  or  caring  so  much  fur 
the  practice  as  I  do  for  the  law,  whirli  I  have 
read  ^      my  eyes  open,  ami  the  language  is 
as  intcilictbie  to  me  as  to  any  gentleman  of 
the  proft;?sioii.    I  am  firmly  persuaded  the 
law  IS  on  mv  side,   i  forbore  to  object  to  the 
diellenges  tor  the  crown,  in  the  first  instance, 
being  mwAr-  \vithoul  cause  shown;  but  the 
peael  has  been  gone  through,  our  challenges 
are  exhausted,  and  there  are  only  infirm  jury- 
men to  make  up  this  panel ;  therefore  I  think 
I  am  entitled  to  call  upon  the  counsel  for  the 
crown  to  state  the  cause  of  ihcir  challenges ; 
and  that  I  may  have  those  good  men  whom 
they  have  rejected  without  cause  at  all,  unless 
their  cause  is  sufficient  to  support  the  chal- 
lenges they  have  made. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  F.yre. —  Your  counsel 
advised  you  verv  properly  not  to  resist  the 
clalieneies  for  the  crown,  in  the  courae  in 
■wbicl.  H  u  e  challenges  have  been  taken.  As 
iax  as  our  legal  history  afibrds  us  any  inior- 
ne^km  upon  the  subject,  the  course  is  a  clear 
ODc ;  the  crown  has  no  peremptoiy  challenge, 
but  the  course  is,  that  llif*  rrown  may  chal- 
lenge as  the  names  are  cailcd  over,  and  is  not 
bound  to  show  the  cause  of  the  challenge 
until  the  panel  is  ^one  t!irf;i'i:'li  ;  lliat  is  the 
course  ot  proceeding,  which  is  now  so  esta- 
blished that  we  must  take  it  to  be  the  law  of 
the  land.    At  the  same  time  I  feel  thai  tlie 
ciraimstance,  which  is  become  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, of  making  the  panels  vastly  more 
numerous  than  they  were  in  ancient  times, 
might  give  to  the  crown  an  improper  ad- 
vantage, arising  out  of  that  rule  ;  ana  when- 
ever we  shall  see  that  improper  advantage 
attempted  to  be  taken,  it  will  be  for  the 
serious  consideration  of  the  Court,  whether 
tbey  will  not  put  it  into  some  course  to  pre- 
vent that  advantage  being;  takciu    I  do  not 
perceive  at  present  that  there  is  any  com- 
plaiot  that  an  ill  use  has  been  made  of  this 
power  in  Xh\<  inj^tanco.  How  many  have  been 
chalicoged  on  the  part  of  the  crown  i 
If  r.  MelrM<*-Seven. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Ejfre. — Therefore,  I  say, 
it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  any  improper 
advantage  las  been  taken. 

Mr.  iovke  — Seven  is  a  majority  of  my  jury. 

L/^rd  Chief  Justice  Kyrt. ^li  does  not  ap- 
pear to  me  at  present  that  an  improper  ad- 
vantage has  been  taken  by  the  crown;  there- 
fore, we  must  sec  what  tli^^  rul*^  is. — 'Mr-  r  il-  * 

•  80e  tbl»  diaemiad  in  tha  trial  of  CKCoigly 
add  otben,  a.  d.  1798,  itportfd  in  this  Col. 
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is,  that  when  the  ^aiicl  is  gone  through,  if 
there  be  not  a  sufficient  number  left  to  serve 

upon  the  jury,  the  crown  is  to  shrm-  tlic  cause 
oi  its  challenge.  The  panel  is  gone  througU 
now  as  I  take  it;  we  reserved  two  or  three 
case*  of  persons  who  had  desired  to  be  ex« 
cused;  their  excuse  was  of  a  kind  wluch 
hardly  called  upon  us  in  strict  justice  to  dis* 
pense  with  their  service;  at  the  snme  time,  if 
there  were  enough  upon  the  panel  to  serve, 
the  Court  were  inclined  to  listen  to  that  ex- 
cuse. The  question  now  is,  whether  they  are 
to  he  c  ^lh  'l  upon  to  serve,  hcfcire  the  crown 
siiali  he  I  ai  lo  assign  the  causes  of  its  chal- 
lenges. 

1^1  r.  TiKike. — T  on! v  mean  to  sugr^cst  to  yaiu: 
lordships  an  acknowledged  inhrnuty,  and  the 
prospect  of  a  trial  of  two  hundred  hoiirs. 

Mr.  Atlornty  General. — Your  lordship  ob- 
serves, on  calling  over  this  panel,  that  nearly 
one-half  are  either  disabled  by  ill-health, 
want  of  qualification,  or  by  other  reasonable 
excuse  from  serving.   It  has  occurred  in  the 
course  of  this  trial,  that  at  ter  the  jurors  were 
called  over  the  first  time,  the  names  of  the 
defaulters  were  not  called  over  the  second 
time,  which  I  believe  has  been  usual.  In  the 
course  of  what  my  learned  friend  stated  to 
llie  Court,  they  who  sit  by  me  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  say,  that  1  really  felt  that  the  pri- 
soner might  be  put  into  circumstances  In 
which  I  would  not  wish  to  place  any  man,  by 
calling  a  person  into  the  box  in  order  to  be 
sworn  after  his  thirty<five  challenges  had  been 
taken;  and  I  feel  it  in  this  way,  namely,  that 
he  may  perhaps  have  challenged  A,  when  ho 
would  have  cnalienged  B  in!>tead  uf  A^  and 
that,  therefore,  he  is  put  into  this  situation— 
that  he  niust  wave  a  challenge  which  he  has 
bcfure  made  with  consent,  or  without  consent, 
and  then  that  he  roust  take  a  gentleman  upon 
his  jury  with  a  sort  of  uneasy  sensati  n  m  the 
mind  of  that  geiillemau  pertiaps,  because  he 
has  been  cha) fenged .  I  was  just  dbout  to  get 
up  to  stale  to  your  lor(Kliip,  that  I  did  ^el 
that  in  this  stage  of  the  business,  without 
travelling  into  a  great  deal  of  nmttcr,  which 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  have  an  immediate 
application  to  the  subject,  I  am  rraily  to  ad- 
mit the  objectiou  of  my  iVicud  Mr.  Erskine. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  I  must  humbly  ask 
that  the  names  of  the  defaulters  should  be 
called  over ;  because  1  think  it  necessary  to 
the  administration  of  justice,  that  gentlonen, 
who  seem  to  have  nn  reasonalilc  escu.sc  for 
non-attendaucc,  biiouitl  understand  tltat  the 
justice  of  the  country  reqtiires  that  they  should 
attend,  and  that  that  luforui  ilion  should  be 
^iven  them  in  the  proper  way.    I  am  also 
lairly  to  stale  to  your  loidshin,  that  1  cer- 
tai;ily  did  not  foresee,  with  such  a  large  num- 
ber of  indivitluals  upon  this  panel,  that  I 
should  be  called  upuu  to  show  cause  for  my 
challenges.   I  am  very  desirous  that  this  trial 
«-hould  proceed  ;  and,  thcrtfure,  I  im-.v  wave 
my  objection  lo  every  one  of  the  persons  X 
clialleogcd.  '      •    *  ' 
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The  tbree  foUowing  geni3eiiieii  were  aiein 
<;alled : 

Mattbta»  Dupont  sworn.  . 
William  Harwood,  sworn. 
Heory  Bullock,  eweni. 

The  Jvar. 

Jemeg  llaygarth,  Robert  Mairis, 

Thomas  IlarriiiMB,  William  t'ooke, 

Kdward  Hale,  Charles  Pratt, 

Thomas  Drainc,  Matthias  DupoQt^ 

MatUicw  Whiting,  Williaai  Ilarwood^ 

Norrison  Covcrdalc,  Henry  Bullock. 

Mr.  Sheiton  charged  the  juiy  with  the  pri- 
ioiier  in  tiie  usual  form. 

The  lodicttnent*  was  opened  by  the  iiun. 

•  Mr.  Solicitor  General  [sir  John  Mitlbrd, 
afterwards  lord  RcdesdaicJ. — May  it  please 

Ct  lordship — Gentlemen  of  the  Jury ;  You 
e  heard  the  todictment  against  the  pri- 
soner at  the  bar  read,  -.uv]  vi  ii  have  heard  it 
stated  to  you.  I  thereiore  shall  not  detain 
you  by  restating  it  at  laree.  I  shall  simply 
observe,  that  it  charges  the  prisoner  with  the 
criHie  of  hieh  treason,  in  compassing  tlie 
death  of  the  King,  laying  as  overt  acts  of  that 
treason,  as  the  law  requires,  various  different 
acts,  which  it  imputes  to  the  prisoner,  any 
one  of  which,  it  proved,  will  require  you  to 
give  your  verdict,  that  the  prisoner  is  guilty 
of  that  treason.  The  main  tendency  ofthesc 
acts  is  a  conspiracy  to  subvert  and  alter  the 
legfaAmturc,  rule,  and  government  of  the  king- 
dom, and  to  dr]  I  r  ili  ■  king  from  his  royal 
state,  power,  and  government. 

Gentlemen,  the  law  upon  tilts  subjeet  is 
pcrfcr  lly  clear,  namely,  that  any  at  t  done, 
tile  consequence  of  whtch  may  endanger  the 
life  of  the  king,  is  taken  to  l>e  an  act  done  ia 
pursuance  of  an  intent  to  compass  the  death 
of  the  king,  demonstrated  by  the  act,  and  is 
the  crime  uf  high  treason. 

Distinct  imagination  of  personfti  harm  to 
ihr  k'tig  does  not  prcess.inly  form  any  part 
of  thib  charge ;  nor  is  it  material  whether  a 
person  so  eharged  has  in  his  contempbtion 
all  tite  consequent  cs  of  that  whicli  he  is  about 
to  do;  it  is  suthcicnt  if  such  are  the  probable 
mmI  orainerr  consMuenees  of  that  whicli  he 
Is  about  to  do.  It  has  tlx  refore  been  held, 
that  conspiring  to  depose  the  king  is  dearly 
an  act  ot  high  treason,  because  it  is  an  act 
which,  in  its  con<^equences,  tends  to  bring  the; 
king's  Ufe  into  d  ifi  •»  r  Conspiring,  in  any 
d^rce,  to  deprive  ini  kmg  of  his  ruyal  antlio- 
rity,  so  that  those  who  ought  to  ue  subject 
shall  command,  t\iv\  ibv  kln^  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  obey  authorities  which  the  consti- 
tullMi  of  tho  roTemnient  has  not  required 
him  to  ohcy,  tnat  is  a  conspiracy  to  depose 
the  king,  and  ha»  been  uniformly  held  to  be 
Mgh  treason. 

»8wVol,il|p.SSi, 


I  shall  not  therefore,  gevUeniin,  detain  you 

with  any  discussion  of  tlic  law  upon  the  sub- 
ject, because  1  take  it  to  be  so  dear  and  plain, 
that  if,  according  to  your  belief,  the  charge  of 
a  conspiracy  to  subvert  the  legislature,  rule, 
and  government  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  dc- 
poi»c  the  king  from  bis  ruyal  stale,  power, 
and  government,  is  proved,  the  consequence 
must  necessarily  fol!(»vv  (supposing  tlic  pri- 
soner to  be  brought  withm  the  charge)  that 
he  is  guilty  of  the  crime  of  high  treason. 

Gentlemen,  I  feel,  I  \  cry  deeply  feel,  the 
importance  of  the  case  before  you;  and,  feel- 
ing it,  I  feel  my  own  insufSdeocyfbrtbe  tadt 
imposed  upon  me.  I  know  not  what  may  be 
the  consequences  of  the  event  of  this  trial. 
Whether  the  constitution,  to  which  a  great 
majority,  I  trust,  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, are  firmly  attached,  is  lo  Le  defended  by 
the  law  of  the  couulry,  or  whcllicr  those  who 
have  formed  that  attachment  may  be  com- 
pelled to  rally  round  its  standard,  and  to  de- 
fend it  by  their  own  arms,  and  their  own 
fortiB,  I  hope,  and  trust,  no  such  event  will 
happen.  I^[t,  feeling  as  I  do,  I  am  oppressetl 
by  ttie  weight  of  the  cause  which  1  iuive  to 
state  to  you. 

Gentlemen,  I  attribute  to  the  prisoner, 
together  with  others,  a  conspiracy  lo  depose 
the  kin^,  a  deliberate  plan  to  subvert  the 
constitution  of  the  sovereign  power  as  by  law 
established,  and  lo  execute  that  plan  by  his 
own  force,  and  by  the  force  of  those  whom 
he  hoped  to  draw  to  his  aa^tanee.  This, 
;;ciitlcnien,  %'hatrvrr  ihc  ohject  was  to  be; 
wiiatever  the  consequences;  whether  it  was 
to  establtih  one  form  of  government  or  ano- 
ther ;  whether  lo  eftei  t  one*sort  of  change,  or 
another,  is,  i  conceive,  unquesltonubly  de- 
posing the  king,  depriving  him,  for  that  pur* 
pose  at  least,  of  his  royal  state,  crown,  and 
dignity ;  and  making  him,  who  is  to  com- 
mand, to  obey. 

Whether,  therefore,  it  was  in  the  con- 
teroplation  of  llw  prisoner  In  form  a  new  go- 
vernment, of  one  kind,  or  ut  another,  a  go- 
vernment of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  con- 
stituting any  part  of  that  government,  diffe- 
rent from  what  it  now  is.  or  a  govcnmieut 
a  king,  and  one  general  assembly,  or  by  a 
general  assembly  without  a  king,  or  lords,  for 
the  purpose  of  this  charge  it  is  exacU^  thu 
same  thing;  it  is  altering  the  constitution  of 
the  established  government,  by  a  power  which, 
ar  or  lji  to  that  constitution,  cannot  be  per- 
uuikd  lo  alter  il;  namely,  b^  tlie  force  of 
individuals,  and  not  by  legislative  acts  of  the 
constituted  power  itself. 

After  Uie  length  of  time  which  lias  elapsed, 
even  finom  the  act  of  summoning  you  to  the 
situation  in  which  you  now  stand,  and  espe- 
cially am»idcrin0  what  the  length  ot  the  pre- 
sent trial  may  be,  I  wUI  not^tain  you,  by 
opening  to  you,  in  dotuil,  the  evidence  which 
will  be  ofTcred.  I  shall  endeavour  to  confine 
myself  ta  a  giuieral  outline,  which,  I  hope, 

wul  cmhle  ymt,  as  the  evideooe  abtU  be 
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oSenrd  to  you,  to  combine  llic  several  parts, 
to  api^ly  them  U>  the  subjtcl,  uud  to  luulcr* 
»t3ml  ihc  whole,  drawing  from  it  that  result 
whitli  C  un  civn  f»ii2:ht  to  be  drawn  from  it. 

Gtatknien,  a»  i  stated  to  yw,  1  attribute 
to  Ibe  prtMMicff*  Mid  thoie  with  whom  he  wu 
enpjri.  :!.  ^  tou'^pirat y  to  effect  a  change  i 


n 


iht  duvt;reijp  power  ui  the  state,  by  tbeir  owu 
foffce. — Thfttfovereign  power,  you  well  Imowr, 

accordiug  to  tin:  cuusliluliou  cif  our  <;ovcrn- 
wxiiL,  is  furiued  of  the  King,  Lords,  and 
Coiumoos,  in  parliament  assembled,  in  roat« 
ten  of  tagttdatuxe;  of  Ihe  king  alone,  acting 
in  the  sf^vorsl  v%;tys  which  the  constitution 
rc^uirc»  111  uic  uiiuiuui>trattou  of  the  goveru. 
■lent. 

I  attribute  lo  the  i>risonrr  at  ihe  bar,  that, 
for  the  purpose  of  accompiishinjg  that  cou> 
^piracy  wHli  which  I  dwrge  him,  he^  and 
t.n>?t:    with  wlii.im   lir  vns  ;i^sncialcd,  h.iil 
<|U4rreUed,  ooi  merely  witii  the  admmistra* 
tioo  of  the  government  of  the  country ;  not 
merely  witii  the  frame  of  the  constitution  of 
that  government,  but  even  with  the  princi- 
ples upon  which   tlut  constitution  was 
^oded;  their  objectiooe^  therefore,  were 
radi'^1  2rj\  cnlire.    They  asserted  lliat  no 
government  could  be  lawliil.  but  a  govern- 
mcnt  founded  upon  what  they  termed  the 
Hjghts  of  Man.   The  consoqiipnce  of  that 
poMtioo,  ii'  true,  rouit  nu^ssarily  be,  that,  as 
every  other  deacriptioB  of  government  is  in 
Itself  unlawful,  it  i^  the  duty  uf  every  man  to 
dektroy  every  government  so  uolawlully  con* 
•titnled;  and  it  must  occur  immediately  to 
you,  gentlemen,  tliet  this  consequence  must 
ncccsvarily  produce  universal  contusion ;  for, 
acciJiJiiig  lo  tijcir  owu  declarations,  there 
csuts  no  government  perfectly  constituted. 

If  s«>ch  was  tliu  dr'^mn  of  tliosf  who  were 
engaged  in  the  conspiracy  which  i  have  men* 
liMied,  every  net  towards  the  accomplbhment 
of  that  design  I  conceive  tn  have  f  '-cn  an 
^ert  act  of  high  treason  against  his  majesty 
and  his  govemraent ;  for  it  was  an  overt  act 
tow  ari!'  ..<■(  ouiplisliini:  a  design,  which  desisn 
had  in  vie^v  the  subversion  of  the  constitution 
of  that  ^vemment ;  and  necessarily  had  that 
sritnrerMon  in  view,  becaui^  those  wlio  formed 
it  dcclan  d,  tli;it  the  government  itself  was 
founded  oil  principle*  uii  wiiicii  iiu  ^uvern« 
%ent  ought  to  stud,  or  could  be  permitted  to 
skuMi. 

Gentlemen,  I  well  remember,  whcu  those 
who  were  alarmed  by  what  had  been  passing 
1"  Ff  ^incc  were  lol<I  that  tliclr  ularm  was  ill 
touoded  i  when  it  was  said  to  them.  Why  are 
|oa  alarmed  at  what  is  passing  in  France  f 
The  situation  of  the  Ivso  Lmnlrics  is  totally 
ihflKerent.  In  Fraocc  they  had  no  govern- 
ment which  could  fonn  the  subject  of  the 
attachment  of  the  people— they  had  a  govern- 
tteut  which  was  in  principle  tyranny  —  a 
^vcrujneitt  detebted  by  all  pcuplc,  and  w  hich 
UMtelbcafell  the  moment  it  was  attacked — 
for  ^vemment5 can  only  Huhsist  in  the  opinion 
and  m  the  love  of  the  people— but  the  Bn- 


ttsh  govcrnmcnl  is  "a  government  firmly  ^nd 
deep])'  rooted  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and 
thcrefoie  you  faavo  no  eause  to  fear. 

T'le  argument  vras  just ;  and  the  prisoner 
at  the  bar,  and  those  who  were  engaged  with 
him,  felt  the  truth  of  the  argument,  and  hc^d 
it  out  themselves  to  the  world,  though  they 
determined  to  destroy  the  foundation  of  itr— 
they  determined  to  deelroy  that  attachment, 
that  opinion,  which  they  thcni->tlves  "Staled  to 
be  the  scciirity  of  the  British  constitution, 
and  to  constitute  the  difference  between  the 
situation  of  this  country  and  the  situation  of 
France.  I'or  this  ptirposc  they  taught  that 
no  government  could  be  lawful,  but  that 
which  was  founded  ^>n  wiiat  they  celled  the 
Riclits  of  Man ;  which  tliey  interpreted  to 
include,  amongst  other  things,  the  right  of 
equal,  active  citiaenshtp.  The  right  of  equal, 
active  citizrn=Vii]i,  w;r,  inconsistent  with  the 
prinupks  ol  the  Brtti&h  ^vemment;  for  the 
right  of  equal,  active  dtmenahip,  eannol  exitt 
with  an  hereditary  king,  or  an  hereditary 
House  of  Lords ;  the  moment  therefore  it 
was  said,  that  equal,  active  citizenship  was  a 
right  of  man,  an  indefeasible,  impiescriptible 
right  of  man,  and  •fiat  no  ^vernmcfit  could 
iawfullv  exist,  winch  was  not  touiided  vu  the 
principles  of  the  Kighttof  Man,  it  woe  ss^ 
that  the  Uritisb  government  was  imtawfully 
constituted;  that,  therfftMe,  the  subjects  of 
that  government  eoold  not  lawfully  be  heinidl 
by  it ;  and  the  position  tended  instantly  to 
destroy,  not  only  the  £utb  of  that  allegtanco 
which  we  all  ought  to  bear  to  the  govem* 
rocnt  of  our  country,  but  it  tended  ul^o  to 
destroy  all  lluit  opinion  upon  which  ak>np  it 
was  slitfd,  that  there  existed  so  marked  a 
difllercnce  lictwccn  the  situation  of  this  coqo*> 
tf}*  and  that  of  Frdiice.  The  moment  the 
}H:upie  could  be  induced  to  hclitve  that  the 
government,  as  established,  wa<i  not  that  to 
which  they  ought  to  be  atl  u  V  "1,  but  on  ll>c 
contrary,  was  a  government  tvunded  on  in^ 
jastice  and  oppression,  in  that  very  moment 
the  '■iluiilion  of  tfus  country  was  become 
exactly  the  same  as  that  of  l-'rauce ;  tor  wbal 
destroyed  the  Mnatiliilion  of  the  govcnunent 
of  France,  such  as  it  was,  but  its  total  failure 
in  the  opinion  of  the  peonlr  ot  ti)e  conntry? 

Gentleaicii,  ^cu  will  IukI,  in  a  bcjok  that 
will  be  produced  to  vott,what  I  have  now 
been  stating,  cnlarEctl  upon,  and  stated  with 
much  more  clearitess,  and  much  mure  pre* 
cision,  thui  I  am  able  to  state  it  to  you ;  it 
is  ftalcd  with  great  ability  in  a  work  of  lis. 
Joel  Barlow. 

Gentlemen,  the  people  were  tanght,  in  ce»> 
sequence  of  this  doctrine,  that  they  were 
slaves;  that  their  government  was  not,  as 
they  imagined,  a  free  government,  but  a  go^ 
vemmcnt  of  ooDlluest,  of  usurpation  ;  that 
its  consequences  were  not  those  which  we 
had  betn  long  Ictl  to  suppose  them  tu  he — a* 
much  freedom  as  generally  speaking  waa 
thouijbt  to  1)1  consistent  with  j:ood  order — 
but  that  It  was  a  complete  system  ot  siarery 
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and  ojppression ;  they  were  taugM,  likewise, 
that  from  this  slavery  and  oppreanoD  thej 

must  eniancijiatc  themselves. 

If  this  doctrine  had  been  established  in  the 
minds  of  the  fkcople,  a  great  length  would 
hccn  gone  in  making  way  in  their  minds 
tuwarda  the  abs')lute  subversion  of  the  exist- 
ing government ;  and  I  omnt  here  obienre, 
that  it  i3  imiii  ircrial  to  y^-\r  consideration, 
tihcther  Uie  jjriiianer  at  the  bur  thouglit  the 
principles  which  I  htne  stated  ju«t  or  not,  or 
whether  he  meant  to  establish  a  government 
I'ounded  upon  tiiose  principles — whether  he 
conceived  that  a  government,  founded  upon 
^  iuppoied  principles  of  the  Rights  of  ^Ian, 
was,  or  was  not,  the  best  f;overnment  which 
could  be  instituted — that  bccms  to  me,  gen- 
tlemen, to  be  totally  immaterial  :  he  meant 
to  use  those  principles  to  destroy  the  exislin:^ 
govermnent.  That  is  wiiat  i  charge  him 
with ;  and,  if  you  should  be  of  opinion  that 
he  meant  to  use  the  propagation  of  those 
principles  as  a  means  to  destroy  the  existing 
government,  and  that  he  did  propagate  those 
principles,  the  charge,  as  I  conceive,  is  com- 
plete.  I  must  also  observe  here  to  you,  gen- 
tlemen, that  whenever  persons  conspire 
against  the  existing  eoTemmcnt  of  a  country, 
it  is  impossible  for  them  to  be  certain  of  all 
the  consequences  uf  their  acts ;  it  is  impo»- 
sible  for  tiicni  to  say,  so  far  we  will  go,  and 
no  farther;  lor,  when  the  existing  powers 
arc  destroyed,  in  the  interval  between  that 
destruction  and  the  erection  of  a  new  govern- 
ment,  the  country  must  necessarily  be  in  a 
State  of  anarchy  a,ud  confusion ;  and  those 
who  have  been  esdted  to  the  measures 
which  have  led  to  the  destruction  of  the  exist- 
ing government,  may  have  been  excited  by 
such  a  variety  of  means,  by  such  a  variety  of 
olQects;  may  have  had  such  different  passions, 
such  difli  rent  view?  to  gratify,  that  no  one 
man,  no  body  of  men,  can  Venture  to  say 
where  all  the  mischief  will  end.  It  wc 
wanted  an  instance  to  illustrate  what  I  ha\e 
now  been  slating,  there  is  a  neiglibuurmg 
country  in  which  it  is  eompletcly  illustrated. 

G' titl<  nicn,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  and 
those  With  whom  I  charge  him  to  have  con* 
spired,  did  not  CMitent  themselves  with 
simply  endeavouring  thus  to  destroy,  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  their  aflectiun  and 
attachment  to  the  British  government,  by 
attacking  the  principles  upon  which  it  was 
founded,  and  by  emieavonrinj  to  cst  ibtish,  as 
the  only  just  prmciples  of  eoveniment,  prin- 
ciples incompatible  with  that  government; 
they  made  use  of  every  other  means  which 
miffil  answer  the  same  purpose. 

You  all  know,  that  a  reform  in  the  House 
of  Commons  has  long  been  the  ohjcrt  of 
public  attention  j  that  it  has  long  been  an 
object  pursued  with  a  eonsiderabte  degree  of 
eagerness  by  several  dinVrcnt  persons;  and 
th?«.t  v-irioiis  proposals  have,  from  time  to 
time,  becu  made  lur  that  reform  ;  proposals 
dmiog  nmaiely  in  the  prindples  oa  which 


they  have  been  founded;   some  moderate, 
others  more  violent ;  and  perhaps  even  their 
variety  shows  the  diffirnlty  of  accomplishing* 
;  any  reform  proposed,    iiut  the  {>ersons  who 
are  charged  with  this  conspiracy  never  at- 
tempted to  hold  ont  to  the  public  any  plan  of 
moderate  reform  of  the  House  of  CUHnnioas  j 
I  they  assumed  one  which  has  been  generally 
e-^tf  c  rn  )  in  other  countries — in  those  conn- 
tries  witere  there  has  been  a  bodj^  of  repre- 
I  sentatives  of  the  people,  in  Ameiiea  and  m 
i  France,  under  the  constitution  completed  iu 
i  1791 — impracticable,  or  tending  necessarily  in 
;  its  consequences  to  universal  confusion ;  1 

mean  the  plan  of  universal  suffrage. 
I     Oentlcmen,  this  plan  had  many  things  to 
I  recommend  it  to  men  who  were  engaged  in 
i  the  conspiracy,  which  I  have  stated  to  you ; 

it  was  useful  to  mislead.    It  had  originally, 
i  to  a  certain  d^ree,  the  sanction  uf  a  couside> 
rable  name— ~tbat  of  the  duke  of  Richmond*^ 
I  and  it  had  been  frequently  agitated.    But  you 
:  will  recollect,  gentlemen^  waX  that  was  some 
I  years  ago ;  that  for  a  considerable  time  pas( 
It  had  been,  by  the  majority  of  thinkine 
people  in  the  country,  considered,  as  in  itselr^ 
I  mipracticable ;    and  it  was  pcitcctly  well 
I  known  that  the  leading  men,  who  form  what 
is  commonly  called  the  opposition,  in  parlia- 
ment, whatever  views  they  might  have  of 
parliamentary  reform,  never  cenceived  ati 
intent  of  going  to  that  extent;  that,  on  the 
contrary,  they  were  in  general  at  least,  ex- 
tremely adverse  to  it   And  it  will  be  showiv 
to  ymi,  ill  the  course  of  the  transactions  which 
I  will  be  laid  before  you,  thi»t  this  was  clearly 
and  distinctly  known  to  the  persons  who 
were  engaged  in  the  conspiracy  I  have  men- 
tioned ;  and  particularly  it  was  known  that  a 
,  man,  of  whose  abilities  I  cannot  possibly 
I  speak  too  highly,  and  difiering,  as  I  do,  frorn 
him  in  many  respects — a  man,  from  whom  it> 
i  respect  ut  abiliiics,  I  cannot  withhold  the 
'  utmost  tribute  of  esteem— I  mean  Mr.  1  ox — 
it  was  ^vr!l  known  that  he  was  extremely  ad- 
verse lu  It ;  that  he  conceived  that  the  pro- 
I  posal  of  universal  suftage  and  annual  parlia* 
•  mcnt«i,  was,  in  effect,  a  proposition  for  uni- 
;  versal  confusion.   Vou  will  hud,  therefore, 
;  that  he  was  determined  not  to  support  a  mea- 
sure of  that  sort ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  when 
I  a  petition  to  the  House  uf  Commons  wa«» 
'  offered  to  him  by  his  constituents  to  he  pre- 
)  sented,  containing  a  prayer  to  that  effect,  he 
I  declined  presenting  it,  so  far  as  lie  t!iou;:;ht' 
I  he  could  wilii  propriety  decline  presenting  it 
)  as  coming  from  his  constituents;  he  begged 
'  that  he  might  not  be  called  upon  to  pre^ppt 
1  It,  because  he  should  conceive  it  to  be  hi» 
I  duly  to  oppose  it. 

( H-ntlemen,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  was 
well  aware  of  all  these  circumstances.  Hn 
knew  that  if  universal  suffrage  and  annual 
parliaments  were  proposed  to  parliament  it- 
self, as  a  reform  of^  the  House  of  Commons* 
the  proposal  roust  be  rejected;  because  in  nil 
probability,  amongiBt  all  the  advocatet  for  re* 
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jorait  there  would  hardl;  be  found  one  to  vote 
ist  ill  Gentletneo,  this  I  conceive  to  be  ver^ 
important  for  you  to  coosid^ ;  because,  as  it 
strikes  me,  it  distinctly  proves  that  reform  in 
the  Uousc  of  Comraous,  by  the  cxiitin^legis- 
IrtOK,  was  not  the  object  of  the  conspirators. 
Rit  it  was  therefore  (felermined,  that  iinivrr- 
sti  Hifirage  and  annual  parliaments  bhould  be 
adopted  as  a  principle  nevef  fo  be  departed 
from  ;  and  the  people  were  to  be  taught  to  in- 
sist uDoa  that,  at  the  least ;  and  they  were 
likewnetobe  taught  that  if  that  was  cranted, 
all  would  follow.  Gentlemen,  1  nave  no 
doaht  of  the  cooseqaence.  lean  have  no 
tort  of  be«ttlk>ik  in  my  mind  that  every  coni- 
5«'qucnce  of  anarchy  andcooflltiOD  OiUt  ai(tte 
from  such  a  measure. 

Gcntlemeo,  knowing  ("hat  such  aproposition 
would  never  be  ieeedra  to  by  parliameDt  it- 
self, ihe  insisting  upon  it  as  a  principle  ripvcr 
tu  be  departed  from,  necessarily  raised  a  p<'r- 
fdrnd  bar  agtunst  reform  by  parUiimciit;  be- 
raxise  if  they  were  determined  to  accept  only 
that  which  Ihcy  knew  all  parties  in  parliament 
voold  reject,  tt  #89  impossible  that  they 
^Miuld  riously  havr  in  tlieirviewan  inten- 
tioo  of  obtaining  a  reform  by  parliament  The 
eameqiietic^  also  neeessarily  was,  that  thoae 
In  whom  they  iiad  raised  (ii>roriteuts,in  whom 
tinQ  bad  raised  a  persuasion  that  universal 
mmage  was  their  unalienable  right,  that  they 
ought  tu  insist  upon  it,  never  to  depart  from 
it,  that  they  vpcrc  to  urpeit,  asyon  find 
^tbe  paoeriithat  will  be  laid  hefure  you,  at 
nehama  of  their  lives ;  the  people  to"^  whom 
tbi^  wa<  t  ill <^ht  were  necessarily  itI>o  taught, 
that  what  they  wished  toobuuu,  thry  were  to 
e>»tin  by  their  own  force.  For  there  were 
OT^Iy  two  way<>  by  which  it  rould  he  obtained, 
by  an  act  nt  the  constituted  legislature,  or  by 
mme^  and  if  they  were  once  taoght  that  the 
constituted  legislature  never  woind  accede  to 
their  proposition,  the  only  alternative  was 
dear ;  they  were  lo  efiect  their  purpose  by 
Ihcir  own  torce. 

But,  gentlemen,  these  conspirators  went 
ttiSI  &rtber,  for  they  taught  llic  people  that 
parliaaaent  could  not  reform  itself ;  that  a 
reform  of  any  part  of  the  constitution  of  the 
government  coi^ld  only  be  made  by  the  peofde 
•Monbled  in  what  was  callc<l  a  constitotiti:| 
***fmbly.  And  if  yoti  look  Tlroii^li  ihr 
w  rksof'Mr.  Paine,  particularly,  yuu  wiUtiud 
doctrine  clearly,  distinctly,  and  repeat- 
edly laid  down  ;  (hat  parliament  rouW not  re- 
ibrm  itself;  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  nature 
aadeofitttnttiooof  parliameDt;  and  partlcu- 
lirH' altudiijg  to  a  bill  brought  iiiiu  the  House 
of  Commons  for  that  purpose  by  M  r  Pitt,  it 
1m asserted  by  Mr.  Pune,  that  that  bill  pro- 
ceeded upou  a  totally  wrong  principle;  for 
that  it  was  impossible  for  the  parliament  to 
reform  iti»clt.  Gentlemen,  if  it  was  impossible 
fer  the  parliament  to  reform  itself,  and  if  the 
par!i3mrnt  needed  reform,  the  reasoning  was 
ckzr,  decisive,  and  conclusive ;  that  a  reform 
«ii  only  to  hi  eiecfied  by  the  people  acting 
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for  themselves.  And  it  must  also  appear  to 
vou  that  the  people  cannot  act  f<^  themselves 
but  upon  the  dissolution  of  the  existing  go* 

vcrnment,  and  of  that  lcgi<*!aturc  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  constitution  ol  tlie  exibtiug  go- 
vernment, ought  to  act  for  the  people. 

The  terms,  **  universal  suffrage  and  annual 
pariiamccts,"  were  capable  of  being  applied 
not  only  to  the  House  of  Commons,  but  tigr 
both  Houses  of  parliament,  nr  (o  all  the 
branches  of  the  legislature.  They  are  gene- 
ral terms,  capable  of  that  extended  applica- 
tion; and  you  will  find,  in  the  course  of  the 
evidence  which  will  be  laid  before  you,  that 
the'  terms  are  never  distinctly  applied  to  tile 
House  of  Commohs  afonC:  and,  on  the  con. 
trary,  that  the  terms  are  frequently  so  used, 
that  yoil  can  have  no  doubt  that  they  were 
meant  to  be  applied  to  both  Houses  of  the  le- 
gislature ;  and  that  in  truth  they  were,  indi- 
rectly at  lcast,appUed  to  all  the  three  branches 
of  the  legislature. 

These  terms  are  particularly  so  applied,  ill 
Some  of  the  papers  which  will  be  submitted  to 
you,  and  in  a  manner  upon  which  it  is  impos- 
sible to  form  a  doubt.  Because  when  princi- 
ples are  first  kid  down  totallv  incompatible 
with  the  existence  of  anyhereoHary  body,  and 
when  the  term,  "  uuivcrsal  sufTrai^e,"  is  ap* 
plied  to  a  parliament  constituted  upon  thoso 
principles,  the  result  is  necessarily  clear  and 
plain.  You  will  End  it  asserted,  that  the  civil 
rights  of  every  individual  am  equality  of  voice 
,  in  making  of  laws,  and  m  the  choice  of  j)er- 
'  sons  by  u  hom  those  laws  are  to  be  admrais* 
tcTfi]  Then  you  will  find  it  asserted,  that  a 
total  departure  trom  this  principle  of  equably 
in  the  election  of  the  legislative  body,  coo^ 
monly  called  the  House  of  Commons,  is  the 
chief  cause  why  the  people  of  Great  Britain 
now  are  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  forego, 
ing  prir^ciples  aud  of  tuiiversal  suffrage  ;  and 
you  will  find  accordingly,  in  papers  which 
will  be  produced  to  ^'ou,  that  when  a  parlia- 
nient  is  spoken  of,  it  is  spoken  of  in  the  ag- 
gregate, as  the  people's  parliament,  and  whol^ 
elective. 

When  the  mindfs  of  men  were  ted  to  thio 

point  ;  when  they  were  led  to  ronreive  that 
universal  sutlrage  wii^  ihcir  indefea!>ihle  right 
—even  independent  of  the  principle,  to  which 
I  r  in  irivc  no  epithet  but  the  mischievous 
prmciple  of  equal  active  citizenship,  specially 
when  applied  both  to  tiie  formation  of  the' 
legislature,  and  to  the  administration  of  the 
laws,  beciuse  it  necessarily  includes  a  com- 
pletely elective  government,— but  indepen- 
dent of  that  principle,  the  moment  it  was 
established  that  universal  suffrage,  even  ap- 
plied to  the  House  of  Commons  only,  was 
the  unalienable  right  of  all  men ;  when  it  waa 
known  that  the  existing  legislature  ^vould  not 
concede  that  point;  and  when  it  was  like- 
wise taught  to  the  peoole,  that  the  legislature 
could  not  reform  itself,  even  if  so  disposed, 
the  minds  of  the  people  were  brouzht  to,  and 
perfectly  ripe  for,  tht  overthrow  of  Lhi^  British 
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constitution.  And  if  the  dissemination  of 
these  principles  had  proceeded  to  such  an  ex* 
lent  as  to  wurk  their  way  ftoiongft  s  ver^ 
Targe  hudy  of  Ihc  people,  you  must  be  sensi- 
ble^ gentlemen,  that  nothing  but  extreme  cou- 
fusion  could  follow. 

Gentlemen,  there  are  many  men  who  are 
not  likely  to  be  greatly  moved  by  mere  spe- 
GuhiUve  opinions;  therefore  the  Rights  of 
Man,  the  rights  of  equal  active  citizenship, 
the  right  of  universal  sufTraee,  were  not  likely 
alone  to  work  upon  the  minds  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  people ;  those»  therefiMPB,  w«ret6  be 
worked  upon  by  other  means,  and  every  sub- 
ject was  seized  which  could  be  u<>ed  in  order 
to  en6ame:  tythes,  for  instance;  the  inclo- 
nre  of  commons;  the  public  debt ;  the  pub- 
nc  expenditure ;  the  expense  of  a  monarchy 
compared  with  the  cheapness  of  a  republic  ; 
every  article  of  this  sort  you  will  find  made 
use  of  tor  the  purpose,  and  avowedly  for  the 
purpose,  of  working  upon  the  minds  of  thoee 
men  who  were  too  stupid,  as  it  was  said,  to 
be  worked  upon  by  more  liberal  means,  by  ap- 
plying their  reason  to  the  principles  of  govern- 
ment. The  poor  were  taught  that  they  were 
oppressed  by  a  combination  of  the  rich;  and 
to  the  rich,  in  which  description  seem  to  be 
included  all  that  had  any  properly,  was  given 
the  name  of  aristocracy.  By  these  means  it 
was  endeavoured  to  set  the  poor  against  the 
rich ;  and  it  was  endeavoured  to  excite  those 
who  had  iiolhin^:,  to  aim  at  taking  that  which 
other  men  l  u^susbed,  because  (it  was  alleged) 
the  means  by  which  they  had  become  pos- 
Sessedof  their  property  were  not  lawful  nicaub. 

Gentlemen,  you  mu&t  all  see  that  if  we  are 
fo advert  to  the  origin  of  the  title  of  every 
man  to  the  property  which  he  has,  and  if  that 
is  to  be  scrutinized  to  the  utmost,  it  will  be 
difficult  to  sav  what  property  is  safe,  or  unon 
ivliat  prinaples  it  shall  be  said*  that  sucn  a 
man  has  ajast  title  to  his  property,  and  such 
a  man  has  not.  The  rule  Ihul  lias  generally 
been  hitherto  considered  as  a  safe  rule  in 
every  country  has  been,  that  every  man  has 
a  just  title  to  ilmt  property  which  the  laws  of 
bts  country  support  bim  in  the  enjoyment  of; 
and  if  we  are  to  go  beyond  tiiat,  into  any  spe- 
culative investigations  of  the  sul^ect,  it  is  im- 
possible 10  say  where  they  will  end.  And  If, 
gentlemen,  you  advsrt  to  what  lias  Imppened 
in  France,  you  will  seethe  necessity  of  adher- 
ing strictly  to  the  principle  wtiich  I  have 
Stated,  namely,  that  a  man  has  a  right  to  that 
property  which  the  laws  of  hi*  country  say  he 
fihall  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of;  for 
in  France  persons  have  been  stripped  of  pro- 
perty under  pretence  of  titles  winch,  if  ever 
Utey  existed,  cuuld  not  have  existed  for  centu- 
ries. 

If,  however,  the  minds  of  men  could  by  any 
means  be  intliimed— those  minds  which  were 
capable  of  being  acted  upon  by  ipeculattve 

discussions  of  the  llights  of  Man — the  princi- 
ples of  government— or  those  grosser  minds 
which  were  to  be  worked  upon  by  attention 


to  their  own  interest,  or  by  a  representation 
to  them  of  the  particular  oppressions  which  it 
was  conceived  they  mi^ht  feel,  or  might  fancy 
they  felt,  without  considering  whether  those 
oppressions  might  not  be  the  necessary  con- 
sequence of  all  govemment,  or  simply  fanltf 
in  the  administration  of  government — you 
will  easily  see,  gentlemen,  that  when  U)« 
minds  of  men  were  inflamed  by  any  of  these 
means,  the  consenuence  would  be  precisely 
the  same  ;  if  people  were  irritated  against  the 
existins  government  of  the  country,  they 
might  be  easily  led  to  overthrow  tnat  go- 
vernraent. 

All  these  arts  were  used  to  obtain  what, 
you  will  luid,  formed  the  great  end,  the  grand 
plan,  the  common  cause  of  England  and  of 
France,  universal  emancipation;  a  language 
to  catch  a  great  number  of  people  who  m^^t 
not  reflect,  with  any  great  correctness,  upon 
the  terms  used,  or  tt^  consequences  whicii 
were  tofblloir  fiom  them. 

Gentlemei^  I  have  stated  to  you  what  I 
conceive  to  be  the  extent  of  the  conspiracy; 
but  if  it  was  in  the  view  of  the  prisoner  to 
prevail  on  the  people  todmigeany  thing  ia 
the  constitution  of  the  government  by  their 
own  authority,  and  he  acted  in  pursuance  of 
that  view,  I  conceive  he  is  equailly  guilty  of 
the  crime  with  which  he  is  charged.  He  had 
that  in  view  which  he  could  not  expect  to  con- 
trol. The  people,  when  excited,  would  act» 
not  upon  what  he  wished,  but  upon  what  they 
chose  to  wish ;  and  perhaps  the  security  m 
himself,  and  the  security  of  others,  who  might 
be  engaged  withhiru;  perhaps  the  security  of 
others,  totally  disre^rdmg  him,  might  require 
their  going  to  lengths  which  might  not  im- 
mediately be  in  his  contemplation.  It  if 
thcrclorc,  gentlemen,  that,  by  the  law  of  Eug- 
land.  when  men  form  plans,  the  consequence 
of  trbieh  way  lead  to  the  destruction  of  tbo 
govemment  in  any  of  its  parts,  the  conse- 
quences of  which  (if  the  government  is  so  de» 
stroyed  in  any  of  its  part^  necessarily  lead  to 
the  deposition  of  the  king  ;  at  least  to  that 
extent  the  persons  so  engaged  arc  conceived 
to  have  formed  ^  design  of  compassing  tho 
death  of  the  king,  and  tncrefore  to  be  guilty 
of  high  treason,  whatever  their  leaders  anj 
have  originally  intended ;  fbr  they  are  en- 
gaged in  that  of  which  they  cannot  command 
the  consequences,  and  in  respect  of  which 
they  therefore  must  be  answerable  for  whs^ 
ever,  in  the  ordinary  course  and  nature  or 
things,  may  be  llic  probable  consequences ; 
and  this  will  be  lounci  to  be  absolute^  neces- 
sary for  the  security  of  eveigf  state. 

The  means  by  which  the  persons,  who  were 
engaged  iu  this  conspiracy,  were  lo  accom- 
plish their  ends,  were  prindpallv  to  be  ef- 
fected hy  that  association  which  has  effected 
the^  same  thing  in  France  ;  that  association 
whicft  wc  are  now  to  hope  may  possibly  be  put 
an  end  to  in  that  country,  as  it  has  been 
found  that  the  existence  of  any  government 
is  totally  incompatible  with  the  cjgstcnce  of 
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sadbtnocial^  club^  and  societies  has  have 
been  fonned  in  France,  cunsistinc  of  what  is 
comnonly  called  the  Jacobin  Cliih,  and  of  the 
several  as soci  iter!  and  aflilialcd  socielit  to 
tbeamouot,  i  ihtok.  of  upwards  of  40,000, 
vbieh  tme  AsperBeo  all  ov«r  that  countrv. 
You  will  see  IhviX  it  was  r'rjrlv  (li>t;nctiy 
in  the  view  of  the  pruKJoef ,  and  those  eogaged 
viflk  btni.  to  estnnlish  th«  same  tort  ofasao- 
riatioD  or  clubs,  united  in  the  strictest  niau- 
cer,  and  by  the  closest  correspondence, 
throughout  all  the  couatry ;  to  dissemmate 
those  dubs  from  town  to  towOf  filMB  vUfaigB 
to  village,  as  I  tliink  the  expression  is  in  some 
of  the  ktters  that  will  be  produced  to  you,  un- 
til  the  whole  body  of  the  people— that  ia,  the 
whole  body  of  thnve  who  should  choose  to 
enter  into  these  clubs — should  be  so  united, 
that  they  should  move  forwaid  all  at  once ; 
an<!  this  von  will  nrrrs^arilv  perceive,  if  not 
CAioiefacled,  muj>t  lead  to  the  de&tructioo  of 
the  guv  eminent  of  any  eotmtiy.  For,  if  hi 
auch  a  capital  as  this,  a  bcxly  of  men  is  formed 
acting  in  concert  and  combination  with  other 
bodies  of  men  dispersed  through  the  whole 
aucry,  whose  number,  whose  names,  are,  in 
s  *T^t  degree,  unknown;  tlicir  forre  ran 
bever  be  <^culatcd,  but  they  arc  a  united 
faodly,  actiiig  in  perfect  order,  acting  as  a  cor- 
poralion,  as  a  «tai«'  within  the  state  itself,  and 
having  all  the  lorce  and  compactness  of  a 
•lato,  and  subject  to  no  control  whatever. 

Gcnllci-nrT),  T  have  stated  to  you  that  this 
was  done  in  mutation  of  the  Jacobin  Club  at 
Paris,  and  of  its  several  aasociated  societies. 
Perhaps  in  so  statin;:;  I  do  injustice;  furl 
Icnow  oot  whether,  in  fact,  the  French  did 
oot  copy  from  this  country.  However,  which- 
ever was  the  original,  you  will  find  one  set  of 
societies  hailing  the  other  as  brothers  and 
Icilow  labourers  in  the  same  cause. 

Gentlemen*  the  principal  societies  thus 
tclmg  ifi  this  cotmtry  were  two  ;  ono  called 
the  Swciety  for  (Jou&lilulional  Informauon,  of 
vliicb  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  has  been  long 
a  member  ;  the  f  tl.er  called  the  Ix;ndon  Cor- 
responding Society,  which  was  ini^tiluted  early 
in  the  year  1799,  and,  as  I  think  you  will  be 
coQvixkced  by  the  evidence,  directly  under  llie 
fatvooage  of  the  prisoner  at  tlie  bar.  The 

r'  Ktples  of  these  societies  you  wilt  find  to 
universally  (as  I  think  you  will  be  con- 
vmced  by  the  evidence)  republican ;  their 
coostilution  was,  in  a  great  degree,  not  so. 
Oa  the  contrary,  you  will  find  that  the  coa- 
slrtution  of  these  sorieltes  led  to  whnt  mny 
be  termed  the  most  aristocratic  guverimieiit 
ttnt  ever  existed  in  any  eoontry.  I  will  in- 
flUlce  the  Lond'in  Corresponding  Society. 
ThtA  society  was  divided  into  a  nuuiber  of  i 
what  wen  called  diviMons;  I  think  to  the  I 
amount  of  about  thirty;  though  these  chvi- 
nsos  were  rj'^  ver  complete,  so  that  perhaps 
■steen  or  c  i^i  <  '.eeia  were  all  the  divisions  that 
really  ever  a&i>enibled  at  onetime.  Each  of 
these  divisions  was  to  choose  a  delegate ;  the 
dd^gaie  li uiu  eacU  of  these  divisions,  me«t- 
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ing  the  other  dpleprites,  formed  what  was 
termed  the  committee  of  dele^tes ;  the  com* 
mittce  of  delegates  had  anoUwr  commitlei^ 
to  which  'omrtimrs  the  name  of  xhv  coa»- 
mittee  of  corre<>pondence,  and  at  another  lime 
the  name  of  the  secret  eommittee,  you  will 
find,  was  attributcrl ;  the  true  name  w  is  that 
of  the  committee  of  correspondence.  But 
you  will  find  that,  from  the  nature  of  the 
committee  itself,  it  soon  got  the  name  of  the 
secret  committee,  and  that,  in  the  end,  it  was 
so  secret  a  committee,  that  it  was  not  known 
to  the  rest  of  the  society  who  were  the  mem- 
bers of  it. 

Gentlemen,  you  will  therefore,  that  in 
truth  thb  Lobdon  Corresponding  Society, 

wliirh  is  represented  as  con^istin^,  sometimes, 
I  think,  ot  6,000  members,  was  governed  by 
eighteen  or  twenty  delegates,  who  were  go- 
verned by  a  small  coronntlee  of  five  or  six  ; 
the  consequence  was,  that  in  truth  the  five 
or  sia  were  the  aetive  men,  and  the  others 
were  merely  to  be  tited  as  the  five  or  six 
chose  to  use  them. 

The  Society  for  Constitutional  Information 
had  been  formed  many  years  agp^  awl  there- 
fore had  been  formed  upon  very  different 
principles;  uj  uu  the  same  j>riuciples  on  which 
common  dubs  and  associations  of  the  same 
kind  are  usually  formed.  It  was  a  meeting 
in  which  gentlemen  who  entered  into  the 
club  were  upon  an  eauality ;  but  the  respect- 
able names  of  whicn  it  had  been  originally 
formed,  by  degrees  fell  of ;  and  you  will  tmd 
that  ia  the  latter  years,  particularly  in  the 
course  of  the  three  la^t  years,  t))e  prisoner  at 
the  bar,  and  a  few  other  jiersons,  have  been 
the  only  constantly  attendmg  members.  Gen* 
tlemen,  you  will  find  that  this  society  like- 
wise, in  the  end,  framed  a  committee  of  cor- 
respondence, which  tended  to  give  their  con- 
stitution something  of  the  same  ni^jture  as  the 
constitution  of  the  London  Corresponding 
Society.  But  the  society  being  binall  in  num- 
ber, and  principally  composed  of  persons  of  a 
different  rank  lu  life,  the  whole  constitution 
nf  the  London  Corresponding  Society  was  not 
compatible  with  the  nature  of  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information. 

Gentlemen,  these  societies  corresponded 
with  a  number  of  otiier  societies  throughout 
the  kingdom  ;  and  you  will  have,  in  evidence 
before  you,  their  correspondence  with  a  so- 
ciety iu  Southwark,  with  a  society  at  Mai^ 
Chester,  willi  a  society  at  Sheffield,  with  a  so- 
ciety .it  Norwich,  and,  I  believe,  with  some 
oilier  societies ;  and  when  you  advert  to  the 
correspondence  between  these  several  socie* 
ties,  and  to  the  declarations  of  the  scvrnjl 
other  societies,  adopted  as  they  were  by  tne 
I  Society  lor  Constitutional  Information,  to 
which  they  all  looked  up— and  particularly 
they  looked  up  to  the  prt^oucr  at  the  bar.  as 
the  leader  of  that  society— you  will  find  that 
their  principles  led  to  the  e»t;tMlsliuicnt  of 
what  was  called  Mr.  Fame's  iiizhts  of  Man, 
and  consequently  U>  the  total  oestnictioa  of 
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the  British  government.  For,  gentlemen,  if 
you  advert  in  any  degree  to  what  is  laid 
down  in  Mr.  Paine's  books,  you  will  find  his 
assertions  to  be  totally  incompatible  with  the 
existence  of  the  government  as  it  now  stands 
in  this  country.  You  will  find  it  particularly 
asserted  by  Mr.  Paine,  that  in  whatever  man- 
ner the  separate  parts  of  a  constitution  may 
be  arrangefl,  there  is  one  general  principle 
that  distmguit>hes  freedom  from  slavery ; 
which  is,  that  all  hereditary  government  is,  to 
the  people,  a  species  of  slavery,  and  that  a 
representative  government  is  freedom;  that 


Gentlemen,  you  will  find  the  prisoner  ^ttht 
bar  approving  of  all  these  publications,  and 
showing,  in  terms  unequivocal,  what  were  his 
opinions  upon  these  subjects,  or  at  least  thosa 
opinions  which  he  chose  to  manifest  for  the 
purpose  of  accomplishing  his  wishes  with 
those  whom  he  was  endeavouring  to  excite 
to  the  destruction  of  the  existing  government. 
You  will  find  him,  in  a  letter  which  will  be 
read  to  you,  in  answer  to  a  letter  from  a  per- 
son who  asstimed  the  appellation  of  the  Editor 
of  the  Patriot  (a  paper  which  was  printed  at 
Sheffield),  a  letter  which  details,  with  a  won- 


iTionarchy  would  not  have  continued  so  many  ;  derful  minuteness,  all  the  arts  that  were  to  be 
aces  in  the  world,  had  it  not  been  for  the  used,  and  which  I  have  described  to  you,  for 
abuses  it  protects;  that  it  is  the  master  fraud  the  destruction  of  the  existing  government  in 
which  shelters  all  others  ;  that  the  principles    the  opinion  of  the  people — which  speaks  of 


upon  which  constitutions  are  now  formed 
(Mr.  Paine  adverting  to  the  American  consti- 
tution, and  to  that  which  is  formed  in  France), 
reject  all  hereditary  pretensions  to  govern- 
ment— reject  all  that  catalogue  of  assump- 


the  manner  in  which  reason,  imperial  reason, 
was  to  act  as  the  gencrallissimo,  or  com- 
mander in  chief ;  but  that  art  was  to  be  se- 
cond in  command,  for  the  purpose  of  inflaming 
the  people,  and  exciting  them  against  the  go- 


tions  known  by  the  name  of  prerogative  ;    vernment  of  the  country.  The  answer  to  that 


and  he  adds,  that  the  oath  called  the  civic 
oath,  in  France  (I  am  now  speaking  of  the 
first  part  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  which  was 
written  before  the  final  destruction  of  the 
French  monarchy)  to  the  nation,  the  law,  and 
the  king,  is  improper ;  that  if  an  oath  ought 
to  be  tanen  at  all,  it  ought  to  be,  as  in  Ame- 
rica, to  the  nation  only  j  and  then  he  foretels, 
in  clear  and  decisive  terms,  that  monarchy 
will  not  continue  in  France ;  and  the  reason 
which  he  gives  for  this  assertion,  is  a  reason 
which  unquestionably  is  in  itself  unanswera- 
T)le,  namely,  that  it  was  inconsistent  with  the 
principles  upon  which  the  government,  then 
established  in  France,  was  founded.  For  he 
conceived  that  the  principles  upon  which  the 
Constituent  Assembly  of  1791  had  formed 
the  government,  were  what  he  calls  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Rights  of  Man ;  and  it  is  perfectly 
true  that  monarchy,  or  any  hereditary  esta 


letter,  in  which  I  understand  the  hand-writing 
of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  will  appear,  con- 
cludes thus: — "  Freedom,  though  an  infant, 
makes  Herculean  cftorls,  ana  the  vipers. 
Aristocracy  and  Monarchy,  are  panting  and 
writhing  under  its  grasp.  May  success, 
peace,  and  happiness  altc.id  those  efforts." 
F.fforts  which  you  observe  were  to  be  made  by 
freedom,  compared  to  an  inlant  Hercules 
strangling  the  vipers  Aristocracy  and  Mo- 
narchy, representing  aristocracy  and  mo- 
narchy as  of  that  description  of  things  which 
answered  the  term  of  vipers  slinijing  the 
bosom  in  which  they  were  nourislieil. 

Gentlemen,  you  will  find  that  when  a  so- 
ciety at  Norwich  applied  itself  to  one  of  these 
societies  for  an  explanation  upon  the  subject 
of  their  intention,  whether  they  meant  to  be 
content  with  the  duke  of  Richmond's  plan, 
or,  as  some  of  the  societies  secnied  to  pn^- 
jwse,  to  rip  up  monarchy  by  the  roots — the 


blishment  whatever,  is  per^ctly  inconsistent 

with  those  principles.  He  therefore  foretold,  answer — an  answer  given  after  a  great  deal  of 
in  no  equivocal  terms,  the  approaching  disso-  deliberation — went  in  no  degree  to  the  point — 
Intion  of  the  roonarchv  so  constituted  in  j  but  directing  the  .Norwich  Society,  in  hII  they 
France,  and  the  establishment  of  a  complete  '  should  write  and  say  upon  the  subject,  to  leave 


republic ;  a  prediction  which  you  know,  ven 
tlemen,  has  since  been  accomplished ;  and  he, 
as  well  as  Mr.  Joel  Barlow,  vou  will  find  con- 
sidered in  their  several  works,  that  the  per- 
sons who,  in  the  Constituent  Assembly  of 
1791,  acceded  to  retaining  the  kingly  office 


monarchy  a!(»ne — to  attend  lo  that  which  they 
had  been  before  directed  to  attend  to — the 
insisting  upon  imiversal  siifTrage  as  a  clear, 
distinct  principle,  and  that  every  thing  else 
would  necessarily  follow. 
Gentlemen — The  views  of  these  societies 


in  the  government  which  they  framed,  did  so  will  also  perhaps  not  indistinctly  appear  from 
out  of  respect  only  to  the  prejudices  of  the  their  transactions  with  a  society  avowedly 
people,  because  they  conceived  the  people  framed  for  the  purpose  of  a  reform  of  parlia- 
werc  not  then  ripe  for  the  total  destruction  of  ment— a  society  of  which  you  have  probably 
monarchy  ;  that  they  therefore  established  a  '  heard  under  the  description  of  the  I  riciids  of 
government  in  which  the  kingly  office  noml-  I  the  People,  avowing  themselves  to  be  udvo- 
nally  remained, but  placed  in  such  a  situation,  '  cates  for  a  reform  in  parliament — that  is — in 
and  placed  together  with  powers  formed  on  '  the  constitution  of  the  House  of  Commons — 
principles  so  totally  opjwsile  to  thi'sc  of  an  ,  but  with  a  declared  anxiety  to  i-reserve  the 
nereditary,  monarchical  government,  that  it  principles  of  the  constitution  itself  Vou  will 
was  impossible  both  should  stand  together;  find,  gentlemen,  that,  in  the  course  of  thq 
and  therefore  they  conceived  the  monarchy,  correspondence  between  the  Society  for  Con- 
ks the  weakest,  must  necessarily  fall.  stiiulignal  Inlbnnation/df  %hich  iot  prisoncf 
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•I  the  bar  r  member,  and  the  Society  of  the 
IViends  of  the  People,  the  Society  of  the 
Friends  of  the  People  found  themselves  com- 
pelled to  derliiic,  so  early,  I  think,  as  May, 
1792,  0.11  iotercour!»e  with  this  Society  lor 
CoostitutioDel  InfemiatioR,  because  they  con- 

Hcri  :^^  members  were  going  ki  ^rlis  far 
bcjeod  the  purpose  to  which  we  Society  of 
the  Friends  of  the  People  meant  to  coifflne 
tfcemsclvr. 

CentkmeOy  this  b  not  material,  unques- 
Hotmbly,  with  respect  to  Uie  view  In  wliich 
the  Society  of  the  Friend.s  of  the  People  saw 
the  conduct  ot  the  other  socictv — '^  <>ii  are 
not  to  charge  h  roan  will)  acrinimal  acL  be- 
cause otlier  people  have  conceived  him  guilty 
ef  it — but  it  is  extremely  important  in  this 
point  of  view — that  when  a  body  of  the  de- 
acnption  of  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the 
People  entertained  and  avowed  this  jealousy 
of  the  Society  (ur  Constitutional  Information, 
It  secsine  a  man  of  the  deacription  of  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar,  a  man  of  considerable  na- 
larai  talents,  and  ereat  acquirements,  and 
wlio  mmt  tiwrefoK  nave  seen  the  whole  force 
«^  the  answer  sent  by  the  Friends  of  the  Peo- 
pie  to  his  society — it  became  the  society  com- 
pletely to  disavow  that  thev  had  it  in  their  re- 
motest contemplation  to  do  any  thing  wbich 
!-hL»uId  iryure  the  constituted  government  of 
lUe  country,  and  to  declare  that  tlieir  object 
was  as  limited  and  as  confined  as  that  of  the 
Frieuds  of  llie  People,  though  perhaps  they 
Bught  difler  with  theiu  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
icmedy  to  be  applied.  But,  gentlemen,  you 
will  fitxl  that  nothing  of  thut  --urt  was  done. 
Ou  the  contrary,  in  the  course  of  other  cor> 
imondefKe  wnii  other  societies,  you  will 
hna  the  Constitutional  Society  afterwards  en* 
deavounng  to  persuade  the  Country  Societies, 
that  the  Friends  of  the  People  were  not  ho- 
nest— that  they  did  not  mean  to  do  any  thing 
— and  that  the  ohjcct  of  ilvAi  --ociety  was 
mere  coutrivaucc,  to  protect  tlial  which  they 
pretended  tbey  meant  to  reform. 

Gentlemen,  ttie  nniuii  of  tlie  snrif  ty  fcjr 
Constitutionai  Information  with  the  other  &o- 
cietiee,  extended  not  only  to  correspondenee, 
but  to  jt><«uniing  u  number  of  the  members 
of  difierent  societies  as  associated  members 
of  tdbelrown. — ^Yoiiwill  find,  that,  of  a  society 
al  SheffieUI,  wliith  was  a  numerous  and  a 
parttcularty  active  society,  and  which  seems 
to  have  been  under  the  direction  of  some  per- 
sons of  considerable  ability,  they  associated 
twelve  members  some  time  in  M  irth,  1792. 
You  will  find,  in  like  manner,  ai  another  pe- 
liod,  I  think  in  July,  1799,  they  associated 
six  of  the  London  Corre'ij>'MK)?iif:  Society — 
that  the  asaociateU  membcrit  of  itic  Norwich 
Socidy,  and  of  some  other  societies,  far  the 
purpose  of  uniting  all  these  scvmil  societies, 
vj  means  of  those  Itooorary  me^iibers,  with 
nsmseJves. 

You  will  also  find  them,  during  the  course 
of  the  year  1798.  not  only  repeatedly  adopting 
IfrtPaiae's  works  is  tezmsof  the  strongest 


and  most  unqualified  approbation— in  terms 
applying  clearly  to  iho&c  parts  of  his  works 
which  go  most  directljf  to  the  destruction  of 
the  British  constitution,  but  supportins;  Mr. 
Faiue  m  a  pro^cution  institutca  againa  him 
for  publishing  the  second  part  of  the  Rights 
of  Man,  sustaining  him  throughout  that  prose- 
cution, and  consequently  siidopting,  in  the 
clearest  and  most  expReU  manner,  those  pas- 
sages in  the  second  part  of  the  Rights  of  Man 
which  were  the  otyects  ot  that  prosecution, 
whidi  were  conceived  to  be  so  extremely 
offensive,  and  to  lead  to  such  dangerous  con- 
sequences— avowedly  adopting  the  principles 
of  thai  work  as  ])rinciples  which  were  to  be 
supported,  and  explicitly  deciarinc  that  tto 
man  who  laid  down  those  principles  was  an 
honour  to  the  society  l<i  w  liich  lie  belonged 
(for  he  was  an  honorary  member  of  IblaCSn* 
slitutional  Socieljr)  and  a  £iitbful  samot  of 
iiis  country. 

Gentlemen,  you  will  find  them  likewise,  aa 
various  seditious  publications  by  Mr.  Paine 
made  their  appearance,  adopting  those  pub* 
lications ;  ana  particularly  his  letter  to  the 
people  of  Franr  l  ;\fter  he  was  chosen  a  raem- 
oer  of  the  National  Convention,  which,  you 
will  recollect,  was  after  the  utter  destruction 
of  monarchy  in  France  by  the  deposition  of 
the  king  in  August,  1792.— You  will  find  them 
explicitly  adopting  that  letter,  and  ordering 
the  printing  of  otners  of  bis  publications,  at 
their  own  expense,  to  an  extent,  in  point  of 
number,  which  strikes  one  when  mentioned. 
—I  think  of  Mr.  Pune*s  letter  to  Mr.  Oun- 
das,  they  ordi  red  19,000  copies  tO  be  printed, 
for  the  purpi  e  of  dispersion. 

Goitlemeii,  y  u  will  find  them  in  like  man* 
ner  adopting  a  letter  of  Mr.  JorA  Rarlow  to 
the  people  of  France,  with  respect  to  the  al- 
terations which  he  conceived  ought  to  be 
made  in  th^r  constitution  of  1791. — And  I 
think,  when  you  read  the  Icttpr  which  Mr. 
Barlow  sent  to  the  society  with  the  printed 
copy  of  that  letter,  and  when  you  read  the 
answer  to  hi*;  letter  to  the  society,  and  n  r  the 
nature  of  his  address  to  the  people  of  France, 
you  will  be  astonidied  that  any  persons  shonlil 
hope  to  esteemed  friendly  to  the  govern^ 
ment  of  ttiis  country,  wlio  could  approve,  ia 
sndt  terms,  such  a  letter  as  that  or  Mr.  Bar- 
low to  the  people  of  France.  In  his  letter  to 
the  society,  he  expressly  states,  that  he  con- 
ceives his  address  to  the  people  of  France,  to 
be  important  to  the  objects  ot  the  society :  the 
ohicct  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Barlow  to  the  peo- 
ple of  France  being,  to  tell  them  that  ali  tiiat 
they  had  of  monarchy  in  their  old  constitu- 
tion of  1791,  was  tntaMy  '.vrong,  was  founded 
upon  wrong  principles :  and  tioiat  the  destruc- 
tion of  nonareby  itself  was  essential  to  the 
true  conslilutiuu  of  every  government. 

This  letter  he  states  to  the  society  to  be, 
as  he  eoncelved,  a  letter  important  to  the  ob- 
jctt  which  they  had  in  view. — It  is  inipi  s'.iMr 
to  conceive  in  what  manner  it  could  be  ira- 
poru&t  to  the  object  whidt  they  had  in  view, 
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ttolftn  their  object  «i8»  to  mice  the  same 

change  in  the  government  of  this  country 
which  the  new  as&cmbly  m  France  was  pre- 
paring to  make  in  the  constitution  which  had 
bern  rxtihlishcd  in  179i,  by  the  Utter  aboli- 
tion ot  monarchy. 

Gentlemen,  I  tielbre  mentioned  to  you  the 
address  which  the  society  pre  '  iitr  l  to  tlic 
Jacobin  Club.  That  was  even  eariier;  for 
that  was  in  Mav,  1792 ;  and  you  will  find  this 
paper  expressed  in  terms  which  will  make  it 
impossible  for  you  to  doubt  that  the  persons 
who  thus  addressed  that  Jacobin  Club,  did  so 
with  a  full  conviction  that  they  truly  ad- 
f1rr=:;^pf!  ihem  when  they  hailed  them,  "  Bro- 
thers and  I'ellow-ciliiens  of  the  world,"  and 
stated  to  them,  that  when  they  offered  their 
coneritulations  on  the  glorious  H evolution 
which  the  1-rench  nation  had  accomplished, 
they  spoke  a  language  which  only  auicerity 
dictated. 

Gentkmeu,  this  addresa  will  be  read  to 
you;  and  therefore  I  will  not  detdl  to  you 

the  difTcrent  jiarts  of  it;  but  there  is  one  part 
which  i  will  observe  upon ;  and  I  will  more 
particularly  observe  upon  it,  on  account  of  the 
comequences  which  may  perhaps  have  fol- 
lowed from  it.  Aftf»r  slatinjr,  It  would  have 
given  ail  additional  triiini|)li  to  our  congra- 
tulations, if  the  Rights  of  Man,  witich  art-  thr 
foundation  of  your  Declaration  of  Rights,  had 
been  recognized  the  governments  around 
yfm.  and  tranquilhty  estwliahed  in  all," — in- 
rluding  nccf  ■^-arily  in  lluit  rl^-trlplion  the 
British  government,  and  therefore  asserting 
their  wl%,  that  the  equal  Rights  of  Man,  the 
foundation  of  the  Declaration  of  Rights  of  the 
French,  upon  which  the  government  of  1791, 
had  been  imperfectly  coustilutcd,  should  be 
established  in  all  governments.  They  add— 
"  Wc  now  behold  you,  a  nation  provoked  into 
defence,  and  ti  e  can  see  no  mode  ry"  dfjtnce 
equal  to  that  of  csfuilishing  the  geiural  free- 
dom of  Kvrope.  In  this  bisf  nf'  "'suscs  W€  with 
you  succcis.    Our  hearts  go  inth  you." 

When  they  state  that  th^y  ecu  tee  no  mode 

1^ defence  equal  to  tfiat  (f  cstnhlisfiinj^  t'lc  cf- 

nertUjreeclom  ^  Europe,  i  will  beg  you  to  re- 
collect that  the  fame  idea  Is  suggested  in  a 
work  of  Mr.  Paine,  "  that  the  revolution  in 
france  was  to  be  accomplished  only  by  esta- 
Wtidng  similar  revolutions  in  all  other  cuun- 
trm  in  the  world and  I  will  beg  you  also 
to  recollect,  that  it  was  the  general  opiuion 
of  the  French,  that  the  preservation  of^  their 
fevdution  was  to  be  effected,  according  t(»  the 
rxpression  of  one  of  their  ablest  dcpulief,  htj 
xiimg  the  Jour  corners  ejf  the  world  on  Jire. 
You  will  then  see  the  ground  of  that  fiimous 
jdecree  of  the  National  Assembly  of  France, 
for  establishing  the  general  freedom  of  Eu- 
rope, as  u  system  c^ defence;  and  you  wiD  col- 
lect whellier  this  address  of  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Inforniation  to  the  Jacobin 
Society  at  I'aris,  may  uol  luive  been  ibe  foun- 
dation oi^  or  at  least  an  encourafeanCDt  to^  the 
whole  of  thai  vkieiit  pfoceedio^ 


Gentlemen,  these  societies  were  not  con- 
tented with  this  address  of  the  Constitutional 
Society  to  the  Jacobin  Society  at  Paris,  in 
which  the  prisoner  appears  to  liavc  had  % 
very  particuUir  hand. — Indeed  yoti  wt!!  find 
in  a  great  deal  of  the  evidence  which  will  be 
produced  to  you,  the  hand-writing  of  the  pri« 
soner,  wli.ch  shows  that  lie  tfirected  tlkB 
whole  of  their  proceedings,  and  ^ou  will  find 
tliM  upon  occasions,  and  under  cireumstancca 
that  will  astonish  you. — ^The  societies  next 
proceeded  to  address  the  National  Convention 
at  Paris.  Upon  this  subject  a  private  cor- 
respondence took  place  between  some  mena- 
bcrs  of  the  London  Corresponding  Society, 
and  the  prisoner  at  the  bar.  A  gentleman  of 
the  name  of  Frost,  who  appears  to  have  been 
a  person  who  corresponded  with  Mr.  Tookc, 
was  then  at  Paris ;  and  you  will  find  that  \xs 
his  conception  of  things,  without  the  affair  of 
the  tOth  of  August  (which  you  will  recollect 
was  the  total  overthrow  of  monarchy  ia 
France)  liberty  was  at  an  end.  You  will  liko- 
wisc  find,  that  during  the  course  of  thesa 
transactions,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  was  in 
correspondence  with  Pelion,  the  mayor  of 
I  Parts;  a  correspondence  which,  in  its  lao- 
;  guaje,  sliowcd  tliat  Pctton  considered  liimseir 
aud  the  prisoner  as  engaged  in  the  same  com- 
mon cause.  Their  cause,  as  I  conceive,  could 
be  no  otherwise  a  common  cause,  than  as 
they  conceived,  accordiiie  to  the  declaratioa 
in  the  addrm  to  the  Jacobins, "  that  tha 
best  defence  for  France  wa^  tl  j"  eattblishlPg 
the  general  freedom  of  Europe." 
Gentlemen,  ^'ou  will  find,  that  in  eonsa- 

aucjice  of  a  private  correspondence  between 
ie  prisoner  at  the  bar  and  one  of  the  mem- 
,  bers  of  the  London  Corresponding  Society, 
1  the  proposition  to  address  the  National  Con- 
'  venlion  of  France,  apparently  originated  with 
that  society;  but  in  truth  it  was  a  uiaiier 
which  bad  been  previously  settled  between 
the  prisoner  and  this  m^mffr  of  the  London 
Corresponding  Society,  i  he  London  Cor- 
responding Society  sent  to  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Infut mniioD  the  address  which 
they  had  prepared :  and  a  committee  of  the 
Constitutional  Society  was  appdnted  to  con- 
fer villi  thi-ni  upon  the  subject,  of  which 
committee  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  was  one. 
This  address  the  Constitutional  Society  dkf 
not  tliink  proper  to  adopt  as  llieir  own ;  but 
they  resolved  that  tbejr  highly  approved  of 
the  spirit  of  it. 

The  address  of  which  the  Constitutional 
Society  Ihu?!  approved  the  spirit,  is  e\pr<"-4.ed 
in  such  terin^,  lliat  I  must  detain  you  wiuist 
I  slate  some  passages  in  it,  because  it  seems 
tome,  toeetfH  r  \  iih  the  address  which  was 

iircaented  by  tin  sucietv  for Consliiulional  In- 
brmation,  phtinly  to  show  the  plan  of  thesa 
societies.  After" addressing  the  French  Con- 
vention in  strong  terms  of  friendsliip,  the  ad- 
dress of  the  London  Corref  ponding  Society 
represents  them  fervently  supplicating  the 
iUmighly  Huler  of  the  uuivene  to  be  favourw 
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dUe  U»  the  cause  of  the  Cbnvenlioiif  u  iatl- 

natelj  blended  with  their  owii ;  again  assert- 
tf^  U^l  Ihe  caiisc  in  which  the  French  Cod- 
ventioiB  was  then  engaged,  was  a  cause  inti- 
natelj  blended  with  vuA  in  which  the  tocie- 
ties  in  London  were  engaged.  They  proceed, 
"  rrowned  upon  hy  an  oppressive  system  ol 
control,  whose  gradual  out  continued  en* 
croachmcnU  have  deprived  this  nation  of 
nearly  all  its  boasted  Uuerl^y,  and  brought  us 
almost  to  that  abject  state  of  slavery  from 
which  you  have  so  emerged."  And  here, 
gentlemen,  is  another  instance  of  that  mis- 
representation which  I  before  mentioned  to 
you,  artfully  holding  out  to  the  people  of  this 
coootryt  that  they  were  reducea  to  a  state  of 
shvery  so  nearly  resembling  that  in  which 
France  was  before  the  revolution  of  1789,  that 
there  was  scarceljr  a  differeoce  between  the 
two  countries. 

The  address  proceeds,  they  conceive  it  to 
be  the  duty  of  Britons  to  countenance  and 
aaust,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  the 
<hBiiqpi<ms  of  homan  happiness,  and  to  swear 
to  a  nation  proceedinc;  on  the  plan  you  have 
adopted,  an  inviolable  friendship;" — that  is, 
la  swear  inmfatble  fnendship  to  a  nation  pro- 
ceding  on  a  plm  which  had  for  its  object  the 
uUer  subversion  of  monarchy,  and  alihcre- 
£taiy  disUnetbns  in  the  jgovemment  of  their 
country,  and  of  csublisbmg  in  lieu  of  it,  a 
perfect  rcprewntalivc  government,  founded 
on  the  sup{>osed  principles  of  the  Rights  of 
Ifan.  Then  they  proceed  lo  state  their  own 
situation ;  that  the  stern,  uplifted  arm  of 
authority  kept  back  the  timid;  and  add, 
**  Men  now  ask  each  other  what  is  freedom r 
What  are  our  ri^lits?  Frenchmen  you  are 
already  tree,  and  Britons  are  preparing  to  be> 
come  so.*'  A  clear  and  explicit  decuiration 
that  they  conceived  the  French  were  become 
free  in  consequence  of  the  events  of  the  10th 
ef  August,  by  which  monarchy  was  totally 
destroyed  in  France,  and  that  Britons  were 
pie|ianag  to  become  as  free  as  the  French 
were  become  by  those  events. — "  Seeking 
•or  real  enemies,  wc  6nd  tlicm  in  our  bosoms" 
—the  viper«i  monarchy  and  aristocracy,  which 
you  rtcuilecl  were  mentioned  in  another 
fiper— for  they  add,  ««  We  U  rl  ourselves  in- 
wardly torn  by,  and  ever  the  victims  of  a 
restless  and  all-consuming  aristocracy,  hi* 
Iherto  the  bane  of  every  nation  under  the 
«m!  ^vis^ly  have  yoa  acted  in  expelling  it 
liom  \  rauce  !** 

Gentlemen,  what  bthis  but  a  declaration 
that  one  branch  of  the  legislature  of  this 
couotjy,  the  House  of  Lords,  was  an  all-con- 
nnbg  aristocracy,  and  that  the  French  had 
acted  wisely  in  expeUing  aristocraqr  finm 
France  ?  At  the  conclusion  there  is  a  pa«sa::e 
which  shows,  beyond  a  possibility  u(  duubt, 
that  their  object  was  the  establishment  in 
this  country  of  a  government,  from  which  not 
Ady  what  they  call  aristocracy,  but  monarchy, 
should  also  be  banished:  for  they  add, 
"  While  jroii«gojlh«  envied  glory  of  being 


the  tmaSded  defenders  of  fiwedom,  we  fondly 

anticipatr  in  idea  the  numerous  blessings 
mankind  will  enioy ;  if  you  succeed  as  we 
ardently  wish,"  tnat  is,  succeed  in  establish- 
ing that  government  which  the  Convention 
were  then  about  to  establish,  and  by  which 
monarchy  was  to  be  totally  annihilated,  **  if 
you  succeed,  as  we  ardently  wish,  the  triple 
alliance  (not  of  crowns,  but)  of  the  people  of 
America,  France,  and  Britain,  will  cive  free- 
dom to  Europe,  and  peace  to  the  whole  world." 

C'an  declarations  be  more  explicit  tbcn 
these,  that  their  object  was,  that  the  power 
wluch  should  be  competent  in  this  country 
to  make  an  alliance,  should  not  be  the  king, 
by  whom,  according  to  the  constitution  of 
this  country,  all  treaties  with  Ibreign  states 
must  be  made,  and  with  whom  all  dealings 
with  foreign  powers  must,  at  least,  nominal^ 
be  had,  and  that  there  should  be  a  triple 
alliance  not  of  crowns — expressly  negativma^ 
the  crown — but  of  the  people  of  America,  of 
France,  and  of  Britain,  to  give  freedom  to 
Europe,  and  peace  to  the  whole  world  ?  adopt- 
ing again  the  idea  developed  in  the  address 
to  the  Jacobins  of  May  preceding,  that  giving 
freedom  to  Borope  was  the  best  defbiee  for 
that  which  was  then  transacting  in  France. 
They  add,  "  How  well  purchased  will  be, 
though  at  the  expense  of  much  blood,  the 
glorious,  the  unprecedented  privilege  of  Joying 
mankind  is  free !  Tyrants  and  tyranny  are  no 
more  !  Peace  reigns  on  the  earth !  And  th»s 
is  the  work  of  Frenchmen." 

Can  language  convey  in  stronger  terms, 
the  ideas  of  men  bent  on  the  destruction  of 
every  thing  to  which  they  could  give  the 
terms  monarchy,  aristocracy,  or  the  crown  in 
this  coimtry ;  of  establishiuK  that  which  tiicy 
conceive  to  be  universal  ffemlom,  and  abdish- 
ing  what  they  call  tyrants  and  tyranny,  SO 
that  peace  might  reign  on  the  earth. 

You  win  find,  gendemen,  in  the  course  of 
the  evidence  which  will  be  laid  before  you, 
this  repeatedly  and  artfully  urged  to  calch 
men  of  enthu!»iastic  dispo!>itious,  that  if  mo* 
narchy  and  aristocracy  were  abolished,  an 
all  governments  were  what  they  call  "  co- 
verumcnts  of  the  people,"  wars  would  be  at 
an  eud,  and  universal  peace  would  reign  upon 
the  earth.  Thus  you  will  tiiul  one  paper 
opening  anoUier,  the  same  pnnciplesdeveioped 
throughout,  and  those  principles  aiming  at  the 
destruction  of  the  government  of  this  country, 
and  at  the  establishment  of  a  representative 
government. 

Upon  this  address  the  Society  for  Consti* 
tulioual  luforniation  resolved  "  that  the 
thanks  of  this  society  be  given  to  the  London 
Corresponding  Society  for  the  above  address, 
and  that  the  secretary  acquaint  them  this 
society  do  highly  approve  oi  the  spint  of  tiie 
same." 

Having  approved  of  tlie  spirit  of  this  ad- 
dress of  the  London  Corresponding  Societys 
the^  proceed  to  prepare  a  separate  address 
their  own,  oooceivea  in  famguege  u  strong  as 
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tbat  of  the  Xoodon  Correspondiot  Society  j 
•0  that  I  think  you  will  be  of  otiinkm  thtf  they 

did  not  decline  concurring  in  the  address  of 
the  London  Corresponding  Society,  because 
they  thought  it  too  strong,  bttt  heeatne  pro- 
bably ihcy  thought  that  expressing  the  same 
things  in  other  words,  they  should  convey  the 
same  ideas  still  more  diffusively  throughout  the 
country. 

The  addresser  the  Society  forConstitulional 
Information  to  the  National  Convention  in 
France,  begins  thus — "  Servants  of  a  Sove- 
reign People,  and  benefactors  of  mankind,  we 
r^oice  tliat  your  revolution  has  arrived  at  tliat 
point  of  perfection  which  will  permit  us  to 
address  you  by  this  title.  It  is  the  only  one 
that  can  accord  with  the  character  ot  t/ue 
l^^tors.**  This  is  a  clear  declaration  that 
an  hereditary  office  of  kin^:,  and  an  hereditary 
peerage,  were,  in  their  opinions,  utterly  in- 
coonstent  witti  the  character  or  true  legis- 
lators. It  is  consequently  a  declaration  that 
they  wished  to  establish  a  legislature  founded 
upon  the  same  principle  as  that  on  which  the 
Convention  in  France  proceeded;  upon  a 
principle  wholly  elective.  They  proceed — 
**  Every  successive  epoch  in  your  affairs  has 
added  something  to  the  triumphs  of  liberty 
and  the  filoriout  victory  vf  Ihr  \Oth  of  Augmt, 
has  finally  prepared  the  wav  for  a  constitution, 
which,  we  trust,  you  will  establish  on  the 
basis  of  rr;ison  and  nature." 

They  conceived,  therefore,  gentlemen,  that 
IIm)  events  of  the  10th  of  August  were  a  glo- 
TWHls  victory,  and  that  it  prepared  the  way  for 
the  establishment  of  a  constitution  on  the 
basis  of  reason  and  nature;  a  basis  upon 
which  every  man  must  wish  that  every  con- 
stitution should  be  founded,  only  that  what 
is  reason,  and  what  is  nature,  what  is  that 
basis  upon  which  a  constitution  ought  lo  be 
foundrii,  is  that  upoD  which  maoymen  are 
very  likely  lo  diflTcr. 

There  are  other  passages  in  this  address 
which  cir  irly  show  the  objects  of  the  prrsons 
who  presented  it.  They  represent  the  con- 
dition of  Englishmen,  tnough  not  so  bad  as 
that  of  other  cotjnti;c>,  yet  -til!  .is  approach- 
ing to  a  state  of  slavery.  They  tender  their 
wannest  wishes  for  the  full  extent  of  the  pro> 

fres>^,  and  success  of  the  cause  in  which  the 
rench  Convention  were  engaged  ;  and  add, 
**  It  is  indeed  a  bacred  cause.  We  cherish  it 
aatlie  pledge  of  your  happiness,  ournatural 
and  nearest  friend--,  an(l  u  o  re  ly  upon  it  as 
the  bond  of  fraternal  untun  to  the  human 
nee,  in  which  union  our  own  nation  will 
surely  be  on**  of  tlir  first  t<>  (onnir."  After 
stating  the  advantages  to  tte  derived  trom  the 
praeeedings  of  the  assembly  in  France,  they 
add,  "  Go  on  le^jislators,  in  the  work  of 
human  happiness,  the  benefits  will  in  part  be 
mirs,  but  tne  glory  shall  be  all  your  own.  It 
is  the  reward  of  your  perseverance,  it  is  the 
pilzfl  of  virtue."  And  then  considering  that 
the  sparks  of  lil>crty  have  been  preserved  in 
FjigkuMf^  only  lo  fltras  to  show  Uw  darluteit 
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visible  in  the  rest  of  Europe ;  they  speak  of 
the  lustre  of  the  American  republic  as  Site  all 

effulgent  morning,  Knt  still  too  distant  to 
eoliehten  our  hemisphere,  till  the  splendor 
of  the  French  Revelation  Mrst  forth  upon  the 
nation  in  the  full  fervour  of  the  meridian  ?un; 
and  displayed  in  the  midst  of  the  European 
world  tne  practical  result  of  principles  wpich 
philosophy  had  sought  in  the  shade  of  speco* 
lation;  and  whit  h  experience  must  every 
where  confirm.  The  practical  result  of  the 
principles  thus  applauded,  you  must  conude^ 
as  directly  opposite  to  the  principles  upon 
which  the  material  parts  of  the  Urilish  con«> 
stitution  are  founded,  because  they  are  pria* 
ciples  utterly  inconsistent  with  an  hereditary 
monarchy,  or  an  hereditary  House  of  Lords. 

The  address  concludes,  **  In  this  career  of 
improvement,  ^'our  example  will  be  soon  fol- 
lowed; for  nations  rising  from  their  lethargy, 
will  reclaim  the  Rights  of  Man  withavc«c« 
which  man  cannot  resist." 

Gentlemen,  I  have  enlarged  upon  these  two 
addresses,  because  it  appears  to  me  that  theV 
(levebpe  with  a  cleamesanotto  be  qucstionad* 
the  principles  of  these  societie",  and  show 
that  ihev  were  perfectly  hostile  to  the  consti- 
tution oi^  this  country  :  and  because  it  iecmi 
to  me  impossible  to  conceive  that  men  who 
framed  and  presented  such  addresses,  could 
have  in  view  sim|>ly  a  reform  of  the  Commons 
House  of  parliament,  upon  any  sysDraK^  re- 
form, meaning  to  go  no  farther. 

Gentlemen,  they  were  not  misunderstood 
by  the  persons  to  whom  their  addresses  were 
presented ;  nor  indeed  did  the  persons  who 
presented  the  address  of  the  Constitutional 
bociety  misunderstand  its  meaning.  The  per- 
sons c'ho.sen  for  this  purpose  were  Mr«  JoeF 
Barlow  and  Mr.  Frost.* 

You  will  find  that  Mr.  Joel  Barlow,  and  Mri 
Frost,  at  the  time  they  presented  this  address, 
pronounced  an  introductory  address  from  them- 
selves, but  afterwards  communicated  lo  the 
ConstitutiooalSociety,  and  perfectly  approved- 
b^'  them. 

In  this  introductory  address  they  exprei^ 

themselves  thus :  "  Citizens  of  France,we  arc 
deputed  by  the  Patriotic  Society  in  London, 
called  the  Society  for  Conttituiional  Inibrma- 
tion,  to  cong^ratulatc  you  in  its  name  upon  the 
triumphs  ot  liberty,  Before  the  epoch  of 
youi  revolution,  this  society  employed  itself 
on  this  important  object  with  little  hopes  of 
success."  They  then  state,  that  innumerable 
societies  of  the  same  sort  were  forming  in- 
every  part  of  England ;  that  they  excited  a 
spirit  of  universal  enquiry  into  the  complicated 
abuses  of  government,  and  the  simple  means 
of  reform ;  that  afler  the  example  given  by 
France,  revolutions  would  become  easy;  that 
reason  was  at>out  to  make  a  rapid  progress  ; 
and  that  it  would  not  be  ettraerdhiary  if  in 
much  lesa  apici  than  could  be  imagined,  the 

*  Sec  his  trial  for  seditious  words  in  ti^ 
GollwIioD,  VoL  fti,  p.  4ri. 
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French  sbonkl  send  their  coogratulatiooa  to  a 
National  Convention  in  England. 
This  introductory  addnsss  clearly  points  out 

the  objcc*  of  the  addresser-?,  lu  lcarly  points 
<»utf  Ui<ii  ihey  cochiidcrcil  thcriiselves  as  la- 
bouring to  little  purpose  until  the  event  of  the 
French  llcvolution  ;  that  the  event  of  that 
fievolutiun  in  ib  coosequencei  led  to  all  that 
tfcfy  proposed ;  that  they  cofisidere(f  the 
nicjri>  for  uljlaiuiii^  that  which  they  prujiosrd 
as  simple  ;  that  these  means  were  to  be  taken 
from  U)e  example  of  France,  which  example 
would  make  revolutions  easy.  What  was  the 
example  of  France?  They  tell  you  in  tlic 
uxicluding  wurds — the  establishment  ot  ;i 
iNetioiiai  Convention — and,  therefore,  they 
conceived  that  it\vould  n  it  be  extraordinary  if, 
m  a  much  less  i>pace  oi  time  than  could  be 
imagined,  the  French  thould  send  their  nA- 
dres<.c  >  of  felicitation  to  a  National  Conven- 
tioo  m  England. 

Gentlemt-n,  you  will  find  that  thU  idea  of  a 
KiiitiUal  Convention  did  not  originate  here, 
but  10  an  address  of  the  London  Correspond- 
iaj  Society  to  the  people,  of  the  6th  of  August, 
1T94.  There  the  same  idea  is  clearly  ;ul-  j 
TsnrcJ,  tJiit  the  people  were  to  eflett  liieir  j 
<^wu  cnidtiici^Mlion  by  nicausot'  that  ^.'auoiial 
CSooventton,  from  which  alone  they  could 
hope  b>  h:ivc  it  ;  by  \hc  people  meeting  in  a 
coDvenuon,  because  lliey  could  not  e.\pcct  to 
receive  that  which  tiiey  wi&hed  from  toe  con- 
stituted autboritie?  of  ■government. 

The  preiodent  of  the  French  National  Aft* 
aembly  did  not,  in  the  least,  hesitate  to  inter- 
prt-t  this  address  of  the  Con^-t  itniional  Society, 
and  the  pruceediiigs  uoon  it ;  for  in  his  an- 
•wer  to  it,  he  savs,  to  tne  addressers,  Those 
vho  now  defend  our  liberty  will  one  day  be- 
eome  the  supporters  of  yonrs."  Then  he  ad-U, 
*Gttitrous  Utpublieaiih," — so  tliat  he  clearly 
eoDceived  that  their  address  breathed  the 
spir  t  of  republicanism  — be  liad  not  the  le.i^t 
biuit^itioa  in  applying  to  the  pcrsorii*  who 
came  to  him  with  stich  an  addtess  that  epi- 
thet,   lie  s.iy>,  "  Tlie  sliades  of  Tym,  of 
UamiMleo,  and  of  Sydney,  are  hovcrm^  over 
^owneads;  and  the  moment  cannot  be  di»» 
taot  when  the  people  of  France  will  ofler  their 
congratulations  to  a  National  Convention  in 
England. "     You  perceive,  therefore,  that 
the  president  of  tlu-  National,  Conven- 
tion of  France,  had  not  the  leaj-t  d<nibt  of 
the  meaning  of  the  address  wiiich  wa.s  madu 
tahim  ;  or  of  the  object  of  it ;  and  that  the 
coosenueoces  niii^ht  |iiobably  be  that  which 
the  addressers  iheni^clves  had  told  iiim  they 
prohably  migtit  he.  namely, the ettablifthment 
ir.  thi- (  uiuitry  of  ihc  same  ^o^l  of  convention 
which  was  then  established  lu  France. 

Gentleiiten,  I  furbear  to  detail  to  you  a  vast 
variety  of  other  paper;',  all  tcmling  to  the 
saiTic  cunthr»>ion  — Letters  from  the  Societies 
in  Fraiitt; — 1>  tiers  frotu  and  to  the  Societies 
here — But  there  1^  one  thing  which  I  think  I 
ou^ht  jrarticuUrly  to  mention  to  you.  On  the 
18th  ot  January,  t? 93— ccitJinly  a  very  criti- 
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cal  period— it  was  a  time  when,  in  the  per- 
suasion of  men  in  general,  a  war  between  the 
two  countries  was  likely  to  take  place—the 
Constitutional  "Society  iliouiilit  pro]»erto  make 
three  members  of  tiie  French  National  Assem- 
bly, Mr.  Siiint  Andr#,  Mr.  Barrbre,  and  Mr. 
Rowland,  honorary  members  of  their  society. 
Saint  Andre  on  the  IBth  of  January,  and  Bar- 
r^rt  and  Rowland,  on  the  9dth  of  Jannaty ; 
describing  them  as  tlic  most  Jiuliciou?  and  en- 
lightened friends  ol  liberty.  Aud  on  the  1st 
of  February,  they  reaolvecf,  that  the  speeches 
of  Biirr^re,  and  Saint  Andre,  in  the  French 
Natioti  il  A'-sc-tiibly,  tipon  the  subject  of  the 
trial  ot  ilic  king,  bhouid  be  entered  on  their 
books ;  and  then  tfae^  resolved,  that  tbit  n* 
solution  should  beprmted  in  the  public  nemk 
papers. 

Undoubtedly  this  is  not  publishing  directly 
those  speeclies  ;  but  it  is  publisliin*  them  in- 
directly, because  it  is  caUing  the  attention  of 
all  men  to  those  speeches,  and  intimating  that 

the  Society  for  Constitution. il  Information, 
conceived  the  speeches  contained  matter  wor- 
thy of  attcn^oD.  They  referred  the  attention 
of  the  public  to  those  speeches,  as  contained 
in  the  French  papers.  The  consequence  is 
obvious,  that  Ujosc  who  were  likely  to  read 
the  resolutions  of  this  Society  for  Constitu- 
tional  Information,  woulil  be  naturally  led  to 
read  these  speeches.  And  the  society  could 
have  no  object  in  tliese  tesolutions  but  to 
adopt  in  some  way  or  other  the^^e  <-peech( 

'1  hese  speeches  will  be  given  in  evidence  lo 
you;  and  you  will  find  that  the  right  of  the 
National  Assembly  to  decide  upon  the  fate  of 
the  Jcin^,  is  stated  to  arise  from  tlieir  being  a 
Revolutionary  Assembly,  created  bv  the  na- 
tion in  a  state  of  insurrection;  that  the 
sj)ecches  proceed  to  investigate  the  subject- 
to  consider  the  coui>equence  which  naturally 
must  follow,  from  the  rising  of  the  people 
against  the  government  of  the  country — to 
sitow  that  it  must  effect  the  destruction  of 
that  government,  and,  therefore,  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  iDviolability  of  the  person  of  the 
itins. 

These  prindples  aAerwatds,  at  3FOU  well 

know,  were  adopted  by  the  French  Conven- 
tion, and  acted  upon  in  puttinz  the  kins  to 
death.  One  of  these  speeches  describes,  like- 
wise, the  difference  between  a  convention, 
and  an  ordinary  legislature,  showing  that  a 
convcutiou  of  the  people  assembled  upon  the 
extraordinary  occasioD,  upon  which  this  Con- 
vention in  France  was  assembled,  had  neces- 
sarily ab<>olute  sovereign  power  to  model  and 
to  form  every  thing,  as  in  their  discretion 
tliey  should  think  proper,  bccau<-e  they  were 
to  be  considered  in  etliect  as  the  people  them- 
selves. And  Mr.  Barr^re  concludes,  speaking 
of  the  Constituent  Assembly  which  he  ob- 
serves had  laid  the  first  foundation  for  liberty, 
that  thexf  tcere  obliged  to  abide  by  what  was  tkm 
the  jirejudice  of' public  opinion  ;  but  that  now 
all  prejudices  of  that  kind  were  destro^'cd  ; 
and  he  adds,  '^iSoUuog  was  wantuig  taiiA- 
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mortalize  thatasiembiy  bulto  havedcUvtrcil 
Fi«nee  from  the  ealainity  of  kingly  go- 
V  rimirnt,  and  to  have  relievrd  you  from  tlic 
duty  uljudaog  the  la»t  of  your  kutgs.  WiiU 
tbiB  etaiapw  befbre  your  eyes  you  hcsiteU 
even  in  the  first  t-lopofyour  cIdIv.  Am  I  then 
no  longer  in  the  midst  of  that  Naiiooal  Con- 
vention, whose  honourable  mittion  it  was  to 
destroy  kings  and  royalty?" 

For  whnt  ptirpo^  cotild  persons  who  meant 
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in  the  vote  which  may  be  obtained  from  thai 
body  to  whom  the  petition  is  to  be  adimwiJ, 

w  hich  of  11-  rati  look  to  il  wUhout  the  prospect 
of  an  absolute  negative  i*  in  thu  point  of 
view,  therelbiw,  it  cannot  require  «  niomenl^ 
constdcrallon  ;  Iml,  ii'wc  regard  the  policv  of 
such  a  petition,  it  may,  in  our  apprenensioa, 
be  well  worth  considering,  as  a  warning  voice 
to  our  present  legislators,  and  as  a  signal  Ibr 
imitation  to  tlic  mnjority  of  the  people."  Xbi» 


to  assert  tliCir  lovallj^  to  the  govtrnmcut  of   letter  is  dated  live  lOth  ot  April,  1793. 


tills  country,  to  the  king,  and  to  the  estabhsh- 
ment  of  the  legislature  in  Kitig,  Lords,  ami 
CommoDSi  oiler  to  the  uitcnlton  of  the  world 
theie  speeehet.  Unless  they  mesnt  to  do- 
Mroy  thai  constituted  govcrnmrnt  I  am  ut- 
terly at  a  loss  to  cjiscover  their  purpose;  and 
I  believe  that  my  friends  will  find  it  m  diffi- 
cult to  discover. 

The  war  soon  followed — I  tliink  it  was  in 
the  month  of  February,  1703,  that  the  French 
declared  war.    This  interrupted  the  inter- 
course between  the  two  countries— htit  it  was 
necessary  to  keep  up  the  spirit  of  the  pcrhons 
who  were  to  be  engpiged  in  that  revolution, 
which  the  prisnnrr  at  the  bar,  with  others 
was,  L  assert,  engaged  to  effect.   They  con- 
trived to  eicito  ft  very  general  apprehension 
that  a  ri  volulion,  ol  some  kind  or  otlicr, 
would  take  place;  and  they  proceeded  to  do 
that  which  had  the  efiecl  of  agitating  the 
minds  of  the  people,  in  a  way  ptrlcctly  safe 
for  them<^clvf"i — namrly  by  petitions  to  par- 
ItHineut  lur  u  rcluim  of  the  lloubc  of  Com- 


Bul,  eentlrmcn,  you  ^vill  fmd  from  the  evi- 
dence, that  tltcHc  pciiiious  were  not  presented 
with  any  hope  of  success,  or  with  any  iDten^ 
tion  that  tlx  v  -liould  meet  with  success. 
They  were  cousjUcrcd  merely  as  a  measure  of 
policy,  and  wtfe  to  treated  in  Mveral  papers 
written  by  the  Sociely  for  Constitutional  In- 
formatioii ;  parUcukirly  in  ft  letter  to  a  society 
at  Norwich.  After  stating  their  objections 
to  the  constitution  of  England  as  formed,  and 
their  wishes  to  alter  it,  they  say—"  Where 
then  are  we  to  look  for  our  remedy?  to  that 
parliament  of  whicli  wc  complain  i*  to  the 
cxertitivr  power  which  i'^  implicitly  ohey«'d, 
if  not  anticipatetl  in  iliat  parltumeut  or  tu  our- 
salves  represented  in  some  meeting  of  dclo- 
gutes,  for  the  especial  puri>n»^e  of  refnmi, 
which  wc  suppose  you  undrri^Uind  by  the  term 
Convention"  albitling  to  ii  p(i>*«age  in  a  let- 
ter to  (Iirtn  fioni  tlie  mh  i«  ly,  in  wirn  h  they 

were  then  writing,  which  htsitcd,  tliul  the 

London  Corresponding  Soeiety  had  ttatetl  to 

the  different  country  Hocieties  thrc<'  diHrrent 

proposition*.  ;  a  prtition  to  purlifinicht,  ii  )Hs 

tilioii  to  the  king,ur  »  ronveiiticm.    .^nd  you 

will  find  a  general  eonemrence  of  all  the»e 

j!0(  irtir^,  in  trfcitin^  n  prt'tinn  to  pnilianient, 

as  likely  to  prwiuro  no  md  wlmtever ;  a  ix-- 

tition  to  the  ainit  as  perfectly  ftitib;  and  that 

their  only         was  in  a  rtuiveniion.  Tlu'* 

letter  ot  the  (  ' on HtitutiuntU  Society,  ipciikuig 

•fa  iieUiion,  says,  "  If  iba  avtot  it  looked  to  I  toeUoiii  Vol.  9^  p.  api. 


The  petitions  which  were  presented  having 

been  r»  jected,  it  llien  seems  to  have  hem  dr- 
termiiicd  to  proceed  immediately  to  means 
which  they  considered  as  more  eflectual. 
Farly  in  the  year  ■!7'.'^^  tbi^rr  hacl  Vrrti  as- 
sembled a  body  ol  men  in  Scotland,  under  the 
description  of  **  A  General  Assembly  of  De- 
legates of  the  Societies  of  the  Friends  of  tlie 
People  throughout  Scotland,  assembled  for 
the  purpose  or  Parliamentary  Reform."  You 
will  observe,  the  title  they  took  was,  that  of 
"  l^elegates  from  the  Sociriir«  r<r  the  Friends 
ol  tlie  Peoole  througliout  Scotland."  They 
had  met  early  in  179S,  and  then  had  adjourned 
to  November,  1793,  wi!!ioT;l  floinir  :itiy  thing. 
In  May,  1793,  a  correbpondence  took  place 
between  the  London  Corresponifing  Soaetjr 
and  the  Secretary  of  this  Convention  of  De- 
legates in  Scotland,  a  Mr.  Skirvin^*  in  which, 
after  stating  that  the  petitions  had  be«i  all  of 
them  unsuccessful,  it  was  added,  "  Our  at- 
tention must  now  therefore  be  turned  to  some 
more  effectual  means.   From  your  society  we 
would  willingly  learo  them;  and  you,  on  your 
part,  may  deprnfl  on  our  adopting  the  firmest 
measures,  provided  they  arc  constitutional : 
and  wc  hope  the  country  will  not  be  beiiini 
hand  with  us." 

GentJemen,  the  answer  of  Mr.  Skirving  to 
this  letter  is  dated  the  tsth  of  May,  1798; 
and  it  clearly  ^hows,  tliat  tluit  [irr^r  n  had  in 
view  something  which  would  probably  end  in 
the  total  annihilation  of  all  existing  govern*, 
ment.    Speaking  of  the  situation  of  tne  two 
countries,  he  says:     If  eitlier  you  in  Eng- 
land, or  we  in  Scotland,  should  attempt  sepa- 
rately the  reform  which  we,  I  trust,  seek  to 
obttiin.  wo  «hoiild,  by  w  dnin^,  only  expose 
our  weakness,  and  muuii'e>tuur  ignorance  of 
the  corniption  which  oppo^ses  our  important 
uuilei talxuii;."     After  observing  upon  what 
might  be  done  if  a  change  of  men  only  was  to 
be  effected,  the  letter  proceeds,  ^  but  to  rat 
up  deep  and  wide-iooted  prejudices,  to 
effectual  energy  to  the  dictates  of  truth  in  fa- 
vour of  public  firtuc  and  national  prosperity, 
in  upponiiton  to  self,  and  all  its  interestai  ha- 
bils,  and  1o  withstand  and  overawe  the  final 
efforts  of  the  powers  of  d.irkness,  is  the  work 
of  the  whole,  and  not  of  a  part;  a  woric  to 


whn  h  nvuikind,  till  this  ;i\vfiil  periix!,  were 
never  ntlcquate,  because  never  till  now  di&- 
posfil  to  (ratemiae,  not  merely,  or  only,  I 
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ln»t,  from  the  sense  of  the  cominon  danger 
to  which  we  arc  exposed,  but  from  the  en- 
nobling pnnciple  of  universal  benevolence."-* 
I  IhuiK  the  nunds  of  all  most,  in  the  mture 

of  Ihincrs,  be  now  turnefl  to  inure  elTLClual 
meaoft  of  retorm."  Then  he  proceeds  to  no- 
tice the  diliistefiee  in  the  fbnnatbn  of  tBe  so- 
cieties in  England  and  in  Scotland,  and  adds, 
*•  I  liave  not  a  higher  wish,  in  the  present 
exeitions  for  reform,  Uian  to  t^e  the  people 
mnenaiiy  and  re^larl v  associated,  because 
I  am  persuaded,  tlial  the  present  disastrous 
eii§ai£emcncs  will  i?sue  in  ruin,  and  ihc  peo* 
fie  tben  mast  provide  for  themselves ;  and  it 
would  be  unhappy,  when  we  should  hv  ready 
to  act  with  unaaimitjr,  to  be  occupied  about 
fffeaiiBtion,  without  which,  however,  anar- 
chy must  Liisue.** 

Geotlcnneo,  without  endeavouring  to  dis* 
eeit  what  It  was  which  the  writer  of  this  let- 
to"  conceived  was  likely  to  produra  the  con- 
uxirta  to  which  he  advert^,  and  upon  which, 
ualess  means  were  taken  t(»  prevent  it,  anar- 
chy must  ensue,  it  is  sufEcient  for  me  to  sey, 
that  clearly,  in  the  mind  of  this  \vrit>  r,  some- 
tliiag  was  expected  to  happen,  Ironi  which 
aaarcby  was  likely  to  ensue.  This  letter  is 
>mtten  in  a  particular  style,  with  respect  to 
mligious  sentiments.  "We  will  not  need 
Wi  t»  be  prepaiad  for  the  event  to  stmd  end 
see  the  salvation  of  the  Ix)rd.  Let  us,  there- 
fore, take  the  hint  given  us  by  our  opposers ; 
let  us  begin  in  earnest  to  make  up  our  minds 
relative  to  the  exit nt  of  reform,  which  we 
ought  to  seek :  Lc  prepared  to  justify  it,  and 
to  coctiovcrt  ubjcctious.  Let  us  model  the 
wlmle  in  the  public  mind.  I^et  us  provide 
cv<»p,-  ■^ir\\:c  nnrl  stay  of  the  tabernat de  ^vliich 
we  wouiu  erect,  s<>  that,  when  the  tabernacles 
of  of^ression,  in  the  palaces  of  ambitioii,  are 
Irrokfn  di  wn,  under  thr  ni  i  lness  and  folly  of 
tfaar  Mipporters,  we  may  tlicn,  without  aoar- 
dbf«  MM  all  Jan^erous  delay,  erect  at  once 
ear  tabernacle  ofrighteousne.ss 

Gentlemen,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  im- 
peaaMe  to  read  this  letter  without  |)erceiving 
tiiat,  in  the  contemplation  of  the  mind  of  the 
writer  a  total  dissolution  of  the  government 
was  likely  to  luppen,  and  that  it  was  neces- 
•0f  te  imve  a  new  frame  of  government,  for 
"^hr  purpose  of  supplying  the  place  of  that 
wtuch  should  be  dissolved  at  that  instant, 
iad  of  preventing  that  anarchy  which,  he 
tbouzht,  mu>t  otherwise  ensue  ;  but  a  follow- 
ia§  passage  leaves  this  without  a  doubt,  for 
Im  oraeeMu  to  observe,  How  hurtful  to  the 
feelings  of  a  reflpcting  nund,  lo  look  bark  to 
ti^  wretched  state  in  which  the  lioraau  mo-' 
Barehy,  enfeebled  and  broken  by  its  own  cor- 
nipUon,  left  the  nations  which  it  had  sid>- 
i'Tted,  like  sheep  without  a  shepherd."  He 
seems,  in  subsequent  passages,  to  consider, 
ttat  it  was  oeceawry  to  be  very  expeditious 
in  thai  which  he  proposed  to  be  done  **  Do 
not,  I  entreat  you,  hesitate,  thinking  such  a 
twApwmHimi  leyet  Bvt  s  month,  and 
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be  already  formed,  and  only  wailing  for  the 

h;diinu;  of  the  present  manaijcrs.  It  will  then 
be  too  late  to  seek  to  subject  to  dciiberatiou, 
after  a  party  has  dared  the  act  of  rebellion.*' 
There  are  other  pas>H?cs  in  this  letter  which 
it  will  be  proper  to  consider;  but,  I  will  de- 
tain you  no  longer  than  to  observe,  that  it 
must  have  been  clearly  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  writer,  that  a  dissokiTton  of  all  govern- 
ment might  posijibly  soon  lake  place. 

Gentlemen,  you  will  find  that  afterwards, 
by  mcnns  of  a  private  correspondence  between 
Mr.  bkirviug,  and  some  ot  the  members  ot  the 
London  Corresponding  Society,  it  was  con- 
trived, that  an  application  should  lie  made  to 
the  London  societies,  and  other  English  so- 
eieties,  to  send  delegates  to  this  convention 
in  Scotland,  and  that  accordingly  it  was  re- 
solved to  send  delegates.  You  will  hnd  that 
the  London  Corresponding  Society,  sent  as 
delegates,  Hr.Margarot*  and  Mr.  Gcirald,t 
and  that  the  society  for  Constitnin-n  il  Infor- 
mation sent  a  Mr.  .Suiclair,^  and  iikewibc 
elected  for  the  purpose  a  Mr.  Yorke;§  but 
Mr.  Yorko  did  not  go,  being  prevented,  I 
think,  by  illness,  or  ny  some  other  means.  ■ 
You  will  find  that  ttiese  persons,  meeting  at 
Edinburgh,  in  Novenihrr,  1793,  proceeded  ti) 

act  in  a  manner,  which,  1  think,  1  do  not  state 
to  you  too  strongly,  when  I  assert,  that,  if 
they  had  been  jiermitted  to  proceed  as  they 
had  bezun,  civil  commotions  mtist  necessarily 
have  followed. 

Having  oi^nally  met  in  May,  179S,  and 
again,  in  consequence  of  their  adjournment, 
in  November,  under  the  tie«cri|jiion  of  the 
'*  General  Convention  of  Dclf  pni  >  fVoin  the 
Societies  of  the  Friends  of  the  I'eople  through- 
out Scotland,''  the^  thought  fit,  upon  the  22d 
of  November,  which  I  think  was  the  third 
day  of  that  meeting,  to  as'^iune  the  title  of 

The  British  Convention  of  Delegates  of  the 
People,  associated  for  obtaining  Universal 
Suflrage  and  Annual  Parliaments,"  dropping 
their  original  character  of  delegates  from  the 
societies  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  and 
assuming  to  themselves  a  new  characlxr, 
that  of  "  Delegates  of  the  Pcojilc,"  meaning 
therefore  to  arrogate  to  thrm^cK  cs  the  cha- 
racter of  an  assembly  whirh  w  i";  to  bo  sup- 
ported l)y  the  wrii,'ht,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  people  at  large,  l  or  tii^rc  could  be  no 
purpose  whatever  for  which  they  could  aa- 
sume  this  title  of  "  Delegates  of  the  Prftple," 
unless  they  meant  to  assume  the  character 
incident  to  «*  Delegates  of  the  People that 
is  persons  immediately  delegated  by  the  peo- 
ple themselves,  otherwise  than  the  consti- 
tuted governmcul  of  the  country  authorizes ; 


*  See  his  Trial  for  Seditioo,  in  this  Col- 
lection, Vol.  83,  p.  603. 

t  See  his  Trial  tor  Sedition,  Vol.  23,  p.  803. 

X  See  the  proceedities  against  bim,VoLsSi 
p.  777. 

§  See  his  tkial,  a.  9.  1705,  in  ibis  Co!- 
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and  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  doitig  some- 
thing whjcli  mi^'lit  be  deemed  the  act  of  the 
people,  and  to  he  suppoi  ted  by  the  authority 
of  the  people. 

Gentlemen,  if  they  hat!  in  view  simply  the 
obUiDiag  a  reform  in  parliament,  by  applica- 
tion to  pftrliament  iUelf,  this  ftssumption  of 
title  was  not  only  unnecessary,  but  it  vras 
uttcrJy  improper,  because,  if  they  were  to 
petition  parliafiieilt  they  ought  to  pctitiua  par- 
liauicnt  HI  their  true  character;  that  is,  as 
dek'ii.itrs  from  the  societies  of  the  Friends  of 
the  i'cuple,  by  whom  they  were  severally 
sent;  othervvi«>c  they  would  not  slate  to  par- 
liament th(  ir  real  character,  that  in  wliich 
alone  llu  y  wuulU  have  had  a  right  to  have 
weight  in  the  opinion  of  parliament.  Assum- 
ing to  themselves  the  title  of  "  Delegates  of 
the  People,"  a  title  which  they  could  not  with  « 
ttuth  assume,  they  assumed  something  upon 
which  thry  incaut  to  Ixjlluin  s()nielhing  far- 
llier;  and  there  is  oothing  which  they  could 
mean  by  it,  but  to  assume  to  themselves  the 
cbarac  ter  of  being  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  and  therefore  l>emg  superior  to  the 
coDSliluted  ^ovtrumcnt.    If  we  advert  to 
what  passed  m  France,  wa  shall  feel  a  strong 
resemblance,  in  this  proceeding;,  in  a  similar 
assumption  of  cliaracter,  and  conseuuently  of 
power,  in  that  country ;  and  it  will  teach  us 
what  the  ronsrqurnces  of  such  an  assumption 
are.   You  all  know,  that  the  assembly  which  I 
met  in  France,  in  the  year  1789,  was  origi-  j 
liiilly  the  states  c;cpcra!  of  the  kinL;dom,  con- 
vened by  the  king.   But  a  part  of  thciu  bcin^  * 
assembled,  to  the  amount  of  about  half,  i  i 
think,  of  then-  whole  number,  assumed  to 
themselves  the  appellation  of  "  Delegates  of  I 
the  People."    liistcad  of  dele^lcs  of  the 
difiereut  stales,  as  they  were  ongiually  con-  | 
stitiited,  they  assumed  to  themselves  the 
title  of  '*  Delegates  of  Uie  People,"  us  one 
ceneral  mass;  and,  having  done  so,  they 
formed  a  rc^ohition  which  necessarily  fol- 
lowed front  timl  assumption,  namely,  Ma<  the 
King  amid  put  no  negative  upon  their  pro- 
cee-(liiii:^t.     Tiie  la'^t  assunijitioii  was  Jii>t,  if 
ihcy  were  really  the  delegates  of  the  people;  \ 
beouise  such  a  delegation  was  necessarily  a  i 
supercession  of  all  government,  the  people 
taking  the  atfairs  of  the  country  into  their  own  ! 
hands.   They  justly  assumed,  that  the  king 
couM  put  no  ncgattve  on  their  proceedui;;s,  if 
they  were  entitled  to  asstime  the  character  of 
delegatesof  the  people:  but  they  iiii>t  assumed 
the  character  of  <le}ei!atcs  of  the  people ;  and  ; 
then  they  as^mviei!,  ifi.ii  being  delegates  of 
the  people,  ilie  king  had  no  ri"ht  to  put  a  j 
negative  upon  any  oAheir  proceedings.    That  j 
passed  in  1  ranee,  and  this  proceeding  in  Scot^ 
land,  is  a  complete  copy.   A  number  of  per- 
sons, assembled  originally  under  the  title  of, 
and  being,  in  lad,  delegates  siinply  from  the 
societies  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  as  they 
were  called,  assumed  to  themselves  the  cha- 
ncier of  delegates  of  th(  people.  They  could 
tto  m  only  for  the  atme  purpose  for  which  the 
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assembly  io  Fnuiee  (hd  it ;  namely,  for  the 

ptt"po«e  of  a^oumitii;  to  th'  ni^f^lvoe  nil  the 
auUunily,  all  the  power,  Mii  ail  tiic  conse- 

3uence,  which  belonged  to  persons  of  that 
ttjirijilion. 

Gentlemen,  this  was  clearly  and  distinctly 
calling  upim  the  people  to  support  them ;  it 
was  giving  them  a  title  to  "^ay,  "  ^V'c  are  your 
delegates,  support  us  in  what  we  are  douig." 
— ^Uaviog  done  this,  they  proceeded  to  • 
variety  of  resolutions,  all  of  which,  I  think, 
you  will  see,  clearly  tended  directly  to  the 
same  purpose.  I  will  not  observe  upon  any 
of  them,  c^eepl  two;  one  is,  that,  upon  a 
jictilion  to  parliaiiieiit  bein^  proposed,  it  wa* 
aej^aiivcd  by  the  order  of  the  day;  another, 
that  a  resolution  was,  on  the  28th  of  November, 
179:5,  come  to,  with  n  considerable  dpjjrec  of 
soicmDity,  for  which  a  bbnk  was  left  in  tho 
minutes,  and  which  resolution  was  not  to 
be  entered  upon  the  minutes  until  the  rlo«:r  of 
their  sittings.  That  resolution  appears  to  me 
to  be  of  siicb  a  description,  tbati  ought  to  take 
some  notice  of  it  to  you,  even  in  this  opening. 

"  llcsolved,  that  the  following  declaration 
and  resolution  be  inserted  at  the  end  of  our 
minittea**— (and,  I  should  observe,  that  this 
was  moved  by  tlie  delir  i"-  from  the  Society 
for  Constitutional  InfumiaUon;.  "  This  con- 
vention considering  the  calamitous  conse- 
quence? of  any  act  of  the  legi'-lature  which 
may  tend  to  dcpnve  the  whole,  or  any  part  of 
the  people,  of  tlieir  undoubted  right  to  meet, 
cither  by  themselves  or  by  delegation,  to  dis- 
cuss any  matter  relative  to  their  common 
interest,  whether  of  a  public  or  nrivate  nature, 
and  holding  the  same  to  be  totally  incou'-istcnt 
with  the  first  principles  and  safety  of  society, 
and  also  subversive  of  our  known  and  acknow- 
ledged constitutional  liberties,  do  hereby  d^ 
dare,  I  cfore  (Jod,  and  the  world,  that  we 
>hall  follow  the  wholesome  example  o(  lormer 
limes,  by  paying  no  regard  to  any  act  which 
shatl  militate  a^^aiu^t  the  constitution  of  our 
country,  and  sliall  continue  to  assemble  and 
consider  of  the  best  means  by  which  wo  can 
acrompri  sh  a  real  representation  of  the  people 
and  annual  election,  until  compelled  to  draist 
by  superior  force.** 

Centleuun,  you  will  fuid  that  in  the  con- 
clusion they  carried  this  resolution  into  effect, 
the  chairman  refusing  to  quit  the  chair  until 
compelled  to  do  so  by  superior  force.  Let  ot 
suppose  that  the  power  sent  (or  ilie  purpose 
of  dispersing  tins  meeting  had  been  uiutjuai 
to  the  purpose,  that  it  bad  beoi  of  mfcrtor 
force — ^the  result  would  have  been,  th  it  this 
convention  ot  the  delegates  of  the  people  at 
FUlinbui^h  would  liavo  become  instantly  a 
permanent  assembly;  and  you  will  6nd,  by 
a  letter  of  one  of  the  persons  who  was  a 
member  of  this  convention,  that  heeoosideMd 
this  resolution  as  equivalent  to  a  declantioa 
of  permanency. 

T^ey  proceed — '*  We  do  resolve,  That  the 
first  notice  given  for  the  introduction  of  a 
Convoouon  Bill^  or  any  bill  of  a  sinilir  tea- 
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ieTiry  to  that  p»«»f*<?  in  Ireland  in  the  last 
session  of  their  jpariiainent ;  or  any  bill  for 
the  tuspenMon  or  the  Habeas  Corpiis  Act,  or 
t{ir  ict  lor  fircvrntinE;  wronffnti?  impri^onmpnt, 
aad  ^uu!>t  undue  tlclays  in  trials  in  ^vorlh 
Brilani ;  or  •»  e««r  of  an  itrtmriom ;  or  the  ad* 
roistion  of  any  for>"  i:;ri  troops  whatsoever  into 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland  :  all,  or  any  one  of 
the^  caiaiiitious  circumstances,  shall  be  a 
S^al  to  the  several  ddegates  to  repair  to 
such  plate  as  the  Secret  Committee  of  this 
coo%~eiitioii  slmii  appoint :  and  the  first  seven 
Bcmbers  shall  bare  power  to  dedaro  the 
«:ttincr5  permanent,  and  twenty-one  shall  con- 
stitute a  convention,  aad  proceed  to  bu&iaeas.'' 

Gentlemen,  here  were  resolutions  whieh 
V  did  not  chor'-r  to  enter  at  the  time  upon 
tbcir  minutes — iiere  was  a  contrivance  for 
ertafclislitDg  a  teeret  place  for  the  meeting  of 
thtt  convention  upon  several  rnierp<'ncie9, 
some  of  which  were— the  introduction  of  a 
convention  bill  into  the  House  of  Commons 
— aol.tiie  actual  passing,  but  the  mere  intro- 
duction of  it  into  the  Hotise,  to  prevent  their 
meeting— ^r  any  bill  of  a  bimiiar  tendency — 
or  aov  bfl]  IbrttM  suspension  of  the  Habeas 
Corpi:?  Art— or  in  ease  of  an  invasion — or  the 
aikiussion  ol  any  foreign  troops  whatsoever 
hue  Crreal  Britain  or  Ireland. 

For  what  purpose  can  tliis  resolution  have 
been  entcrea  into,  but  for  providing  a  more 
el^ual  re«tstance  to  government,  by  hold- 
ing their  assembly  in  some  other  place,  which 
they  might  afterwards  appoint,  and  which 
they  mi^ht  tlank  more  aclapted  to  that  resis- 
tance than  the  city  of  Edinbargh?The  manner 
in  whkh  all  tiiis  was  to  be  done  is  curious 
— riie  piace  where  the  meeting  was  to  be  held 
was  to  be  kept  a  perfect  «Mf«r;  it  was  not  to 
le  known  to  any  person  except  a  Sfcrtt  Com- 
mittee of  three,  with  the  secretary,  who  were 
to  be  appointed  to  determine  the  place  where 
such  convention  of  cracrgpncy  slioi  l  l  mtct. 
Tbey  resohred,  That  such  place  sliaii  remain 
a  secret  with  them  and  with  the  secretary  ot 
this  convention  ;  and  that  each  delegate  shall, 
at  the  breaking  up  of  the  present  session,  be 
entmstrd  \«ith  a  scaled  letter  containing  the 
name  of  the  place  of  meeting;  that  this 
Itiv^t  ^hj.\\  he  delivered  unopened  to  his  con- 
stituents, the  receipt  of  which  shall  be  ac- 
knowledeed  by  a  letter  to  tlie  secretary^ 
prei^^rvcd  ui  the  samf'  "-tTttr;  unlil  the  period 
sbaU  arrive  at  whicii  tt  shall  he  deemed  neces- 
sary for  the  delegate  to  set  off;"  so  that  until 
tliil  moment  it  was  not  to  be  discloK-d,  even 
to  the  delegates  themselves,  where  this  con-  i 
vcction  was,  in  this  case  cf  emergency,  to  ' 
mctt.  I 

Then  they  proceed  to  resolve,  "  That  the 
moment  of  any  illegal  dispersion  of  the  pre 
icot  cooventiou,  snail  be  eonsidered  as  a 
•!jmmons  to  the  dcleiiates,  to  repair  to  the 
piace  of  meetinE  appoiulcd  lor  the  convention 
of  edfeergency  by  the  secret  committee,  and 
that  the  secret  committee  be  innracled  to 
proceed  without  delay  to  £x  the  place  of 
nMCliDg.** 


A.  D.  1794.  I5b 

Gentlemen,  what  must  have  been  the  ron- 
scijueutes,  if  the  opinion  of  the  people,  or  of 
any  number  of  the  people,  had  followed  thi« 
British  convention,  as  it  termed  ii^rlf,  of 
delegates  of  the  people— had  acknowledged 
its  members  in  that  charHCter;  that  being 
tin:  (^i  lriMtcsuf  the  people  Itiey  wore  to  br 
supported  by  the  people,  and  had  aileiiipicd 
to  support  tnemsccorainglyf— What  conse- 
quences could  have  followed  but  a  civil  war? 

Gentlemen,  you  all  know  that  this  conven* 
tion  was  dispersed  by  the  authority  of  the 
civil  magistrates.  Ik  uii:  di:3persed,  you  know 
that  pro«ierutit  n:>  took  place,  which  became 
the  subject  of  a  considerable  degree  of 
clamour.  The  Socie^  for  Constilntiooal  In- 
formation, in  a  varie^  of  resolutions,  ap- 
proved and  adopted  all  that  had  been  done 
in  this  convention  at  Edinburgh  ;  and  on  the 
17th  of  January,  1791,  tht  y  came  to  resolu- 
tions of  the  strongest  tendency. 

"  Resolved,  That  law  ceaMS  to  be  an  oh* 
ject  of  obedience  whenever  it  becomes  an  in- 
strument of  oppression." 

"  Resolved,  That  we  call  to  mind  wiUi  the 
deepest  sati>faction  the  merited  fate  of  the 
infamous  Jeft'encs,  once  lord  chief  justice  of 
England ;  who,  at  the  era  of  the  glorious 
Revolutbn,  for  the  many  iniquitous  senteneea 
which  he  had  passed,  wa4  torn  lo  pieces  l^n 
brave  and  injured  people." 

'*  Resolved,  That  those  who  imitate  his 
example  deserve  his  fate." 

This  immediately  following  the  transactions 
in  Scotland,  and  the  proceedings  there  of 
which  they  complain,  i  can  give  it  no  con> 
struction  but  that  of  a  direct  incitement  to 
the  people  of  Scotland  to  exercise,  aguuist  tiic 
persons  who  presided  in  the  courts  of  justice 
there,  that  sort  of  summary  justice  by  the 
people  themselves  which  is  here  stated  to 
nave  been  the  Ate  of  the  inlamous  Jeflfeiies. 

~-Thcy  proceed. 

"  Kesolved,  That  the  Tweed,  though  rt 
may  divide  countries,  ought  not,  and  does  not 
make  a  separation  between  those  principles 
of  common  security,  in  which  Englishmen 
and  Scotchmen  are  eqiially  interested  ;  that 
injustice  in  Scotland  is  injustice  in  England  ; 
and  that  the  ifcty  of  Rn'^ili^hmen  is  endan- 
gered whencvAr  ihcir  brethren  of  Scotland, 
lor  a  conduct  which  entitles  them  to  the  ap- 
probation of  all  wise,  and  the  support  of  all 
brave  men,  are  sentenced  to  Botany  Bay,  a 
piinishment  hitherto  %ifticted  only  on  felons." 

Vou  see,  gentlemen,  they  do  not  merely 
quarrel  with  the  severity  of  the  sentence,  but 
Iney  assert  that  the  conduct  of  the  persons 
against  whom  these  wntences  were  past,  was 
not  only  not  criminal  in  the  hiiih  degree 
that  could  merit  such  a  sentence,  but  that  it 
was  not  criminal  at  all  ;  on  the  contrary,  that 
it  w;is  hi-hly  meritorious,  and  was  such  as 
eotiticd  them  to  the  approbation  of  all  wUe, 
and  the  support  of  all  wnave  men.   Upon  re* 

solutions  J/  uit-n  uudrr-  the  dirt  rf inn  iif'  a  man 

oj  ikt  dmrtfttm  <(f  the  frisomr  at  th€  Aar, 
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ooe  may  be  permitted  to  advert  even  to  par- 
licutar  words ;  and  the  epitfwte  of  imi«" 
and  "  brave"  are  placc<),  the  ^me  to  "  appro- 
kttiou"  aiid  ibe  t^hcr  to  support. "  One 
nay  etiilyeoiiceive  to  whftt  they  lead,  and  to 
what  they  may  be  expected  tn  load. 

Mr.  Tcoke.-'Axn  I  to  underslaod  the  so- 
Ikitor-general  to  pledge  himself  to  prove 
all  that  he  states  ?  Shall  I  be  justified  in  un- 
dcrslanding  that?  and  that  if  he  fails  in 
proving  it,  it  tiikcs  oil  ali  ilie  force  of  that 
«^ch  he  states  ? 

IxHrd  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Failing  in  the 
proof  takes  ofi,  certainly,  as  far  as  that  goes, 
the  whole  of  it. 

ATr  Salicilor  General. — T  state  thi;?,  your 
locddhip  see^  to  be  a  resoiution  of  tiie  bocietj 
fiBrCoiutRutionailfiformttion^and  am  merely 
Oiakin^  obsci  vationa  upoo  it. 

Mr.  jTooke.—l  understood  the  solkilor  gf> 
neral  to  state  tliat  these  resolutions  were 
dnnm  up  under  the  prisoner's  directions.  I 
■leDtlon  il  now  ih  It  he  sliould  nni  iicrcaftcr 


tyranny  tiiose  proceedio^ii  wliich  iiad  been 
had  in  Scotland  in  dispersing  that  assembly ; 
attributing  that  dispersion  to  force  ;  and 
clearly  declaring  an  inteation  to  oppose  ibrce 
by  force ; — Ihtt  »  the  inteffprabitioB  which  I 
put  upon  these  lesolutions.  Wlicther  you 
will  put  the  same  interpretation  upon  them 
or  not  is  for  you  to  determine. 

Gentlemen,  tliese  resolutions  having  been 
entered  into  by  the  Society  for  Constitutional 
liiloi  mulioii  ou  the  17  th  of  January,  ou  the 
20th  of  January  there  was  a  meetiof^  of  tb« 
Society  called  the  London  Corresponding;  So- 
cle^ at  the  Globe  Tavern.  The  proceedioffs 
of  wat  neetiBg  at  the  Globe  Tavern  are  wck 
as  make  it  necessary  fur  me  to  cill  jour  per- 
tioilar  atteotioo  to  therau 

At  a  gaMnl  meeting  of  the  London  Cor* 
responding  Society,  held  at  the  Globe  Tavern 
in  the  Strand,  on  Monday,  the  dny  of 
January,  J 7 94,  citizen  John  MirUa  ui  the 
chair,  the  following  address  to  the  people  of 
Creat  Rrita'm  and  Ireland  wns  read  aod 


ly  I  mistook  hiui .  if  the  soiiator-generai  I  agreed  to."  Then  there  toUows  an  addreis 


meeting 


«nthdraw9  that,  I  have  done 

Mr.  Solicitor  Cnierul.  —  At  the 

when  these  rtsoiiiUuas  were  come  to,  Mr 
Teirtce,  appears  by  the  bodes  to  have 
liecn  >  /  r 'e  ckait  ;  whether  he  actmdly 
drew  up  the  reaolutions  is  another  question ; 
but  ke  Ml  in  ihe  cAmp.  I  meant  merely  to 
aay,  that  Mr.  Tooke  b  a  aaan  who  under- 
stands (unquestionably  infinitely  better  than 
i  oai  profci>6  to  do)  the  criltcad  meaning  of 
words,  and  their  application  in  the  dearest 

nnd  plainest  ^cn«e. 

O^oUemen,  Uicy  proceed  —  "  Hesolved, 
That  we  see  with  regret,  but  we  see  without 
fear,  that  the  period  is  faat  approaching  when 
the  liberties  ot  Uritoos  must  depend  not  upon 
teaion,  to  which  they  have  Jong  appealed, 
nor  on  their  powers  of  expressing  it,  but  on 
tlicir  tirm  and  undaunted  resolution  to  o|>pose 
tyranny  by  the  same  means  by  whicii  ii  ii 
Meicited.'' 

"  Rcftolved,  That  we  approrc  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Britirfh  Convention;  who,  tliotigh 
tuailed  by  forc«,  have  not  beeu  answered  by 
argument;  mi!  wfio,  unlike  the  members  of 
a  certain  ai»seinbly,  have  no  interest  diMinct 
from  the  common  bodj  of  the  people.** 

Gentlemen,  on  lhe-*e  two  resolutions  I 
must  bjE^  leave  to  make  this  observation,  be  - 
cause it  appears  to  me  to  belong  to  them. — 
The  last  is  a  complete  approlmtion  of  the 
conduct  of  the  British  Convention ;  it  de- 
acnbes  Ihcui  iu  the  very  character  which 
tliey  assumed — that  of  delegatcii  of  the  ueo- 
pic.  From  the  former  resolution,  it  is  clear, 
that  ilie  atteoltou  uf  the  people  was  intended 
lobe  drawn  to  the  probeoility  uf  a  time  ap- 
pronrhiiit;  \v},.  ri  Th'  liberties  of  Britons  must 
depend  not  upon  reason,  to  which  they  bad 
long  appealed,  nor  upon  their  power  of  es> 
pre^smg  it,  but  on  their  firm  and  imdaunted 
rcsnhttion  to  oppose  tyranny  by  the  5amc 
iOfiaufi  by  which  it  was  cxeiased;  calling 


to  the  people  of  Great  BritaiB  and  Irahuid  ; 

it  proceeds  to  state — "  If  we  !onk  io  Ireland 
we  liiid  that  the  acknowledged  privdeze  of 
the  people,  to  meet  for  the  support  ana  pro- 
teclion  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  is  at* 
tempted  by  terror  to  be  taken  away  by  a  late 
infamous  act  of  parliament. — In  Scotland,  the 
wicked  hand  of  power  has  been  impudcntlyr 
exerted  without  even  the  wretched  formality 
of  an  act  of  parliament;  niagihtratea  have 
Ibidbly  intruded  into  the  peaceful  and  lawful 
meetiiii^s  of  free  men,  and  l)y  forte,  not  only 
wiUiout  law  but  against  law,  have,  uod^ 
coburof  magislertM  office,  intertuptad  their 
deliberationr^  and  pievented  their  aisocia* 
tion." 

«  The  wisdom  and  9»od  coodoet  of  the  Bri- 
tish Convention  at  Edinburgh  has  been  such 
as  to  defy  their  bitterest  enemies  to  name  the 
law  which  they  have  broken ;  notwithstand- 
ing which,  their  papers  base  been  seiaed^  and 
made  use  "f  as  evidence  flrt-iin't  !hrni ;  and 
many  virtuous  and  merituiiuus  individuals 
have  been  as  cruelly  as  unjustly,  ftr  thdr 
viriiKjiis  actions,  di^jru  ed  and  destroyed  by 
intaiuous  and  illegal  seotenoea  of  iransporta- 
tbn.' 

"  f  jii/i  lis,  we  all  approve  the  sentiments, 
and  arc  daUy  repeating  the  words,  for  wbkb 
these  our  respectable  and  Tahndyte  brethren 
are  thus  imjustly  and  inhumanly  suflfering. 
We  too  associate,  in  order  tf»  obtain  n  fair, 
free,  and  full  representation  of  ilie  peojde,  m 
a  house  of  real  national  representatives.  Are 
we  albo  willing  to  be  treated  as  Icion^  for 
claimmg  thi&  our  inherent  right,  which  we 
are  determined  nceer  to  forego  but  with  our 
lives,  and  wliich  none  but  tl  irvrsand  traitor? 
can  wish  to  withhold  from  ub^'  Then  the/ 
pioeeed>-<*  If  we  had  not  jost  eaose  to  ap. 
preheod  the  same  inhuman  tiL-  luient — if, 
mstcad  of  the  most  imminent  danger,  we 
were  in  perfect  safety  firom  A,  should  we  not 
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disdain  to  enjoy  any  liberty  oi  ;»TivilcRe  what- 
txn  in  which  our  hoirnst  Irish  and  Scotch 
breUiieD  did  not  ct^uully  uud  as  fully  partici- 
pate with  lift !  Tbcir  cause,  then,  and  ours,  is 
the  same;  and  it  is  both  our  duty  and  our  in- 
yatsA  to  &taiul  or  fall  together.   The  Irish 
paHiMwot  and  the  Scotch judges,actuatc(l  by 
thf  -^nic  En^li^h  influence,  have  l>ro'ujght  us 
dtf«ctiy  to  the  point.  There  is  no  wther 
stirp  beyood  that  whidi  they  brnve  taken.  We 
«/f  at  i*^f/f.    We  must  now  <  liouse  ?.t  once 
Cither  Uberty  or  slavery,  lor  ourselves  and 
our  posteritjr.   Will  you  wail  till  barracks 
•re  erected  in  every  village,  and  till  iubsi- 
^isKd  Hessians  and  Tianovenansare  u[von  mi'' 
Gentlenicny  what  i&  Uiis? — Ih  it  nuL  a  de- 
claration thftt  tiM  goverament  of  the  country, 
and  the^e  societies  assuming  to  tlienisrivcs 
the  chiiracter  of  the  people,  were  ai  iuuc — 
Ikal  there  was  no  wtfaer  step  beyond  thai 
which  ha«l  been  taken  by  the  government — 
tbkt  the  i^ple.  therefore,  must  now  choose 
at  oooe  either  liberty  or  dsvery,  for  thera* 
selves  and  their  posterity.   I  can  consider 
this  no  otherwise  than  as  an  actual  declaration 
tf  war  aguiait  the  constituted  poucr — uh  appeal 
l«  tke  neord — rank  rAtUkm. 

Gentlemen,  they  proceed  to  show  that  it 
was  their  intention  to  act  by  their  <M^n jvrce ; 
fer  they  say — **  You  may  avk,  perhaps,  by 
what  means  AvsW  wc  seek  re  Ik  ?s  ?" 

^  We  answer,  that  men  iu  a  stale  oi  civi- 
find  aeciety  are  bound  to  seek  redress  of  their 

Snevancci  from  the  laws,  as  long  as  any  re- 
ress  can  be  obtamed  by  the  laws.    But  our 
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(trc^^not  from  the  legislature  of  the  country 
admim&tering  the  laws  of  that  legislature,  but 
that  they  woold  seek  n^ress  from  their  own 
laws — laws  which  they  could  not  franie^ 
but  by  assuming  to  themselves  legislative 
power ;  and  laws  which  ihev  cuuld  not  execute 
Imt  by  assomiog  to  themselvea  the  execotiv* 
government  of  the  country  ;  so  far,  nt  It^sl, 
as  sboi^ld  besuflkient  to  execute  tlieae  laws— . 
whieh  mitst  have  been  by  force. 

(!(  ntl' men,  they  proa  rci  then  to  «tatc  the 
manner  m  which  they  were  to  make  these 
laws,  and  to  execute  them — There  is  no  re* 
dress  for  a  nation  circumstanced  as  we  are, 
but  in  a  fair,  free,  and  full  rc  pre"tenta.lion  of 
thepeoyk."  Then  they  declare,  they  were 
determined  to  obtain  that  fair,  free,  and  full 
representation  of  the  people  which  should  give 
them  their  redress ;  and  how  i — **  Resolved 
That  during  the  ensuing  sesdon  of  par&ment 
the  gcncrarcommittee  of  this  society  do  meet 
daily,  for  the  purpose  of  watchia^g  the  pro- 
ceeding of  the  parliament,  and  or  the  aami- 
nistration  of  the  government  of  this  country 
and  here  they  take  up  what  was  done  in  the 
British  Convention — "  and  tliat  upon  the  firit 
introduction  of  any  bill  or  motion  inimical  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  sticii  as,  for  landing 
foreign  troops  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland ;  tor 
suspending  the  Habeas  Corpus  act ;  for  prt^ 
chiming  martial  law  ;  or  for  preventing  the 
people  from  meeting  in  societies,  for  conslitu- 
tional  hifimnatioB ;  or  anv  other  innovation  of 
a  similar  nature,"  whifh  may  incliule  nny 
thin;:—"  that  on  any  of  these  emergencies. 


common  master,  whom  we  serve  (whose  law  the  general  committee  shall  issue  summonses 
is  a  law  of  liberty,  and  whose  service  is  perfect   to  the  delegates  of  each  division,  and  also  to 

freedom),  has  taudu  us  not  to  rxppct  to  ga-  the  secretaries  of  the  different  societies  affi- 
tbcr  grapes  from  thorns, nor  figs  liuui  thistles.  1  liate<l  and  corresponding  with  this  sociclr. 
We  must  have  redress  from  our  own  Jaws,  1  forthwith  to  call  a  general  convention  of  the 


md  not  from  \hv !  nws  of  OUT  pluodercrSy  eot- 
mies^and  oppressors.'* 

Who  b  it  they  style  their  plunderers,  ene- 
mies, and  oppn  ssors  ? — The  constituted  '^o- 
vemment,  and  the  constituted  legislature  of 
tike  country.  Thcv  say  they  are  not  to  ex- 
pect redress  from  the  laws  to  be  made  by  that 
Icctslalurc,  and  tu  be  administered  by  that  go- 
verament,  but  that  they  must  have  redress 
firm  their  aten  laws, — tliat  is,  by  their  own 
force.    If  they  could  not  (and  you  know  they 
could  not)  make  laws  according  to  the  con- 
iritaHlien  of  the  government  of  tint  country, 
they  mu5t  have  intended  to  form  a  new  power 
tffiaX  to  making  laws  ;  tlicy  must  have  in- 
tended to  assume  the  chamcter  of  the  people, 
taking  into  t!jcir  own  h mil*  l!i<  uov  tmrnent 
flf  the  country,  and  actuig  by  force,  and  ac- 
eordinq  to  the  spirit  of  such  a  delegation.  If 
you  cab  give  a  different  interpretation  to  these 
words — If  the  learned  gentlemen  wlio  nrr>  of 
couiuel  for  the  prisoner,  or  the  prisoner  ium- 


people,  to  be  held  at  sucli  a  place  and  in  mh  Ii 
a  manner  as  shall  be  si>ecifiedin  the  siunmoos 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  such  measures  into 
their  conbiJerntion." 

Now,  genUeiuen,  tlie  connexion  bctwetH 
this  and  the  Britbh  CdnTcntion  is  ciMr.— 
Here  is  the  adoption  of  the  very  resolutions 
which  the  British  Convention  had  come  to; 
and  clear  and  plain  it  is,  thai  the  persons  who 
penned  these  resolutions  mea&tlo  carry  into 
execution  that  which  they  proposed — meant 
to  support  lhat  convention  which  they  wished 
to  assemble  by  their  own  force  (for  by  no 
other  means  coult!  thry  make  those  laws 
which  they  proposed  to  make  for  their  re> 
dress) ;  declarine,tittt  thejr  couM  not  expect 
redress  from  the  Taws  of  iheir  plumL  r(  rs,  ene- 
mies, and  oppressors,  the  constituted  ^vem- 
ment of  the  country. 

Gentlemen,  there  were  several  resolutioOB 
come  to  by  this  society  on  the  '23d  of  J^n'iary, 
and  which  were  published  together  with  tiiose 
idC^BOtioferior'toany  man,  perhaps,  for  such  i  resolutions  of  the  SOthof  January— I  askpar^ 
a  purposr-  if  they  can  ^ivc  any  other  inter-  '  don  for  describing  them  as  resolutions— th^ 
pretatiou,you  will  give  him  the  benefit  of  it :  are  toasts  which  were  drank  at  the  anniver- 
I  cangpve  ooother.  It  seemsto  me  dearly  sary  dinner  on  the  <Oth,  botthqr  were  puIk 
tDbeodBdnCto  that  tfac|r«Mld  teefc  fe-  Ushed  togethar  with  the  icsohilioBft  I  have 
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stated,  by  an  order  of  the  committee  on  the 
8Sd  of  January.  They  were  toasts  given  at 
the  anniversaryoMflliDg  of  the  society  on  that 
very  2()th  of  JamiMyy  wbea  these  resolutions 
were  come  lo : 

**Tbe  Rights  of  Man,  and  may  Britons 
never  want  ^piril  to  assert  tlicni." 

"  The  British  Convention  lately  held  at 
■Sdii^urgh,  aodsuoceaetotbe  importKot  ob- 
ject it  had  in  view." 

**  Ciuxen  VViiUam  Skirving,  charged  bv  the 
sentenee  of  the  Court  of  Justiciary  with  the 
honour  of  being  the  cause  of  calling  that  oon- 
ventiun." 

"The  London  Corresponding  Society,  and 
other  patriotic  societies  of  Great  Britain  and 
Irdana."  TJien  there  arc  several  others  of 
the  dilTcrenl  deputies  and  societies. 

"Success  to  the  arms  of  Freedom  against 
v^homsoever  directed,  and  confusiott  to  Des- 
pots, wjtii  whomsoever  aiUed." 

"  All  that  is  good  in  every  constitution, 
and  may  wo  nrver  be  bupcislitious  enough  lo 
reverence  in  any  that  which  in  good  fur  no- 
thing," What  it  was  that  was''  good /or  no- 
/^in^/'  I  think  a  part  of  the  evidence,  which 
will  be  produced  to  you,  will  very  clearly  •■f  uw. 

*' CitJzea Tlujinaa  Paine;  may  hi^  virtue 
rite  superior  to  calumny  and  suspicion,  and 
his  name  still  be  dear  to  Britons." 

There  are  others  which  I  shall  nut  trouble 
jou  with. 

On  the  24tli  of  January,  1794,  the  Socictr 
for  Con:>tiUJtional  inturmatioa  came  to  this 
resolution  :  "  A  motion  was  made  that  it  be 

resolved  that  the  most  excellent  address  of 
the  London  Corresponding  Society  be  in!tertcd 
in  the  books  of  this  Society  ;"  and  then  there 
is ihU  resolution;  "That  the  London  Corrcs- 
ponflin'^  Socitrly  liavc  deserved  well  ui'  tfieir 
country.  Uciolved,  tlul  tlie  secrclAry  be  or- 
dered  to  cause  forly  thousand  copies  of  the 
address,  the  speech,  tiDd  thc'«e  rr soliiiiun^,  to 
be  printed  on  one  sheet,  and  pruperly  distri- 
buted in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.*' 
lit-ofvfd,  that  these  resolutions  be  piib- 
luhcd  in  the  newspapers.''  With  respect  to 
these  resolulions  I  understaufl  that  a  eon- 
sidcrable  part  is  in  the  hand  writing  of  the 
prisotH  r  M  the  bar^  and  which,  I  bcitevc,  will 

Jiol  be  (b'^]Ultc(i. 

Genllcnien,  these  proceedings  necessarily 
led  lu  th  it  which  foMuwfii.  scr  that,  tlip 

procccdiugs  ui  tiic  l<  lit  0i  J4.na.1ry,  the  :^oth 
of  January,  and  the  '24ih  of  January,  were 
cleaily  iulcndtJ  to  b  ad  lotlu*  j>->-cmbling,  at 
a  time  when  it  should  be  Uiougiit  expedient, 
another  British  Convention.  On  the  <eth  of 
March  the  Society  lor Constilutionalliiforrii  i- 
tion  received  a  letter  trotn  the  Loudon  Cor 
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respecting  the  noportant  measures  which  the 
present  juncture  of  atiairs  seems  to  require. 
The  London  Concspondini;  Sucicty  conceives 
that  the  moment  is  arrived  t  li  ri  a  full  and 
explicit  declaration  is  necessurv  iruin  all  the 
friends  of  freedom;  whetherihe  late  ille^^ 
and  unheard  o\  proscmtions  and  sentences 
shall  determine  us  to  abandon  our  cause,  or 
shall  excite  us  to  pursue  a  radical  reform,  with 
an  ardour  proportioned  tu  ll^  in  i  :;iutiu!e  of 
the  object,  and  witli  a  zeal  as  distinguished  on 
our  parts  as  the  treachery  of  others,  in  the 
same  glorious  cause,  is  notorious.    The  So- 
cicty  lor  ( 'on'titutional  liiforinalion  is  tlicre- 
furc  required  lo  uclLrmine  whether  or  no  Lliey 
will  be  re  idv,  when  called  upon,  to  act  in  con> 
junction  with  this  and  uther  s<:>cietics,  to  ob- 
tain a  fair  representation  of  the  people.  Whe- 
ther they  concur  with  us  in  seeing  the  necM> 
sity  of  a  !-jiet  (ly  convention,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining,  in  a  ctHistitulioual  and  legal  me- 
thdil,  a  redress  of  those  grievances  under 
which  we  at  present  labour,  and  wbicli  can 
only  be  effectually  removed  by  a  full  and  fair 
representation  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain^ 
The  London  Correspond  mg  Society  cannot 
but  reniind  llu  ir  fru-nd>  tlial  llie  present  crisi«t 
deman«U  all  the  prudeurc,  uuaiutiuiy,  aud 
Vigour  that  ever  was  or  can  be  exerted  bj 
men  and  Piritons  ;  nor  do  they  doulit  but 
that  manly  hrmncss  and  consislcuiy  will  fi- 
nally, and,  they  believe,  shortly  terminate  in 
the  toll  accoln)•!t^lHnc  nt  ot  all  their  wishtf.*^ 
Then  toHow  the  re&uiuiiuns : 

'*  Resolved  unanimously,  first,  That  dear 
as  justice  and  liberty  are  to  Briton--,  _\ct  tlio 
value  of  them  is  comparatively  small,  without 
a  dc|icndcncc  on  their  pcru.anency,  and  thcro 
can  be  no  security  lor  the  continuance  of  any 
right  but  in  eaual  laws." 

"  Second,  ihat  cauul  laws  can  never  be 
expected  but  by  a  full  and  fdir  represcutaUoa 
of  the  people :  to  obtain  which,  in  it  e  way 
pointed  out  bj^  the  constitution,  lias  becii^  and 
IS,  the  sole  object  of  this  society ;  for  this  we 
are  ready  to  h;izard  every  tliin:;,  and  nevi^, 
but  with  our  lives,  will  we  relinquish  an  ob- 
ject which  involves  the  happiness,  wr  ev«t 
the  political  exislence  ol  ourselves  and  pos* 
tcrity." 

•*  Third,  That  it  is  the  decided  opinion  of 
this  society,  that,  to  secure  ourselves  from 
futiirv;-  illegal  ;ii.d  scandalous  prosecttlions,  to 
prevent  <t  repetition  of  wicked  and  unjust  sen- 
tences, and  to  recall  those  wise  and  whole> 
some  laws  that  ha^e  been  wrested  truin  U5, 
and  of  which  bcarccly  a  ve^tUge  remains,  there 
ought  to  be  immediately  a  Convention  of  the 
People  by  fblegites,  deputed  tor  that  purpose 
trom  the' dtttercnt  societies  of  the  f  rtcnds  of 


it  was  a  k  III  r  written  by  the  secretary  of  one 

«ocie)y  to  lut-  s(<  r<  tary  ofihi  uther,  "  Citizen, 


responding  Sjciety,  dated  the  27th  of  March;  i  Frt'edom,  assembled  in  the  various  parts  of 

I  the  nation ;  and  we  pledge  ourselves  to  the 

public  t(>  pursue  every  le;;^!  niolhod  speedily 
1  am  Uut-L  ltd,  l*^  lijc  Luudou  Currcsponding  ,  to  atculupil^ll  so  desirable  a  purpose. " 
Society,  tu  tranHiuil  the  following  resolutions  |    Gentlemen,  you  will  observe  that  this  let- 
to  the  Socieiy  to;  ( *uii<-iiujlinnal  inronnalion,  1  ter  aii'.l  th'  r  tesolulions  arc  amply  larded 
and  to  request  the  scutunenis  of  Uial  society  I  with  the  words  Ugai  and  (ionstUutuml,  The 
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insertion  of  these  words  vrill  not  make  those 
things  legaJ  and  con«ilitulional  ■which  arc  not 
so.   If  you  sec  thai  the  dirtct  leudency  of  all 
these  proceedings  was,  to  call  a  convention  of 
the  |»ei?pip,  \<r[\o  were — I  will  use  the  wcnl-^ 
of  the  resolution  which  i  have  stated  to  you— - 
"  to  aecufe  cranehree  from  future  illegal  and 
scandalous  prosecutions,  to  prevent  a  repeti- 
tioo  of  widced  and  uniust  sentences,  and  to 
feeftll  thoie  wise  and  wholesome  laws  that 
have  lx:cu  wrc-lcd  from  u",  and  of  which 
scarcely  a  vcslige  remains;" — Gentlemen,  was 
Dot  the  avowcti  purpose  for  which  this  Con- 
vention of  the  People  was  to  be  assembled,  to 
alter  the  whole  frame  and  5V»tem  of  thin;;s  f 
tuuier  tl>e  pretence  oi  securuig  themselves 
fimn  Aitiire  illegal  proiecutioiis,  under  pre- 
tence of  preventing  3  repetition  of  wicked  and 
uryust  <«nteDces,  and  under  pretence  of  re- 
ewing  wise  and  whdeaome  laws,  which,  tbey 
a>scrtcd,  I»ad  been  wrested  from  them,  and 
of  which,  they  said,  scarcely  a  vestige  re- 
foained. 

To  tlie  letter  is  adcicd,  "  I  have  to  inform 
you,  that  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Society 
will  be  holden  on  Monday,  tne  Mth  of  April, 
liie  place  to  be  announced  by  public  advcr- 
lisenvent.  '  This,  which  is  a  fort  of  posl- 
iCTtpi,  IS  material,  because  yon  will  find  that 
neetingon  Monday,  the  14lh  of  April,  which 
was  a  Hiceting  of  the  Corresponding  Society, 
at  a  place  called  Chalk  I'arin,  not  an  uuiin- 
portant  part  of  the  proceedings  of  these  so- 

Cirtirs. 

Upnn  these  resolutions  the  Society  for  Con- 
•litotioaal  Informatton  resolved—^  That  it  is 
£t  and  proper,  ami  the  duty  of  this  society,  to 
send  an  answer  to  the  JUonidon  Corresponding 
Society." 

**  Ordered,  That  the  secretary  acquaint  the 
London  Corresponding  Society,  that  u  c  li.ive 
received  their  communication,  and  hearithf 
tuumrwith  them  in  the  ohjecti  they  have  tn 
ricw  ;  and  that  fur  the  purpose  of  a  more 
speedy  and  eftectual  co-operation,  we  invite 
them  to  send  la  this  society,  ne^it  Fi-iday 
evening,  a  dd^gptwn  of  some  of  their  mem- 
bers." 

In  consequence  of  this,  a  delegation  did 
take  place;  and,  on  the  4lh  of  April,  .it  the 
rccetmg  of  the  society  for  ron<;titiitional  In- 
tormatiuD,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  appearing 
to  be  present,  as  he  was  also  at  the  meeting 
on  the  «8th  of  March,  there  was  ri^-v\  a  Iritt  r 
from  the  committee  of  the  London  Corres- 
lMi£ng  Society,  acquainting  the  society  for 
Constitutional  Information,  tlrat  ihr  v  had  ile- 
puted  persons  of  the  names  of  Moore,  "I  hci- 
wall,  Hodgson,  Lovett,  and  Baxter,  to  hold  a 
conference  with  the  members  of  the  society 
for  Constitutional  Information.  Accordingly 
these  hve  penions  attended,  and  it  was  re- 
solved, "  That  a  delegation  of  five  members 
of  the  Constitutional  Society,  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  meet  the  members  deputed  by  the 
Looto  Correspondine  Society.  The  per- 
sons appointed  were  of  the  munes  of  Sharpe, 
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I  Joyce,  Ward le,  Ilolcroft,  andKydd;  and  the 
society  resolved,  "  That  the«e  ppfscr?  he  a 
,  deputation  to  confer  with  tite  dt  puacs  ul  lite 
'  London  Corresponding  Society."  The  society 
,  tlieii  left  the  room,  and  the  conference  be^an 
I  t>etween  the  deputies  of  the  two  societies. 
I  The  CoDStitutiooal  Society  also  came  to  a 
[  resolution  that  there  should  be  appointed  a 
committee  of  correspondence  of  the  members 
of  the  society.  This  committee  of  correspond 
dence  I  adverteil  tu  in  an  early  p:irl  of  my 
address  to  you,  as  an  instance  of  some  of  the 
members  of  the  Society  for  Constitutionalln- 
formation,  aimiog  at  the  same  sort  of  manage* 
mcnt  of  tlieir  society,  by  a  small  committee, 
as  had  taken  place  in  the  other  societies. 
The  persons  who  composed  the  Connnitteo 
of  Correspondence  were  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Bon- 
ney,  Mr.  Sharpc,  Mr.  Pearson,  Mr.  Tookc, 
and  Mr.  Waidle. 

The  delegates  from  the  two  societies,  '^ho 
were  to  conter  upon  the  suhject  ot  tbe  pro* 
posed  convention,  having  TOme  to  resoliv 
lions  upon  the  subject,  on  the  lUh  of  April, 
1794,  Mr.  Joyce  made  a  report,  the  prisoner 
being  present.  The  entry  in  the  book  is-» 
"  Mr.  Joyce  made  the  report  of  the  meeting 
of  the  delegates  of  the  London  Corre«ponding 
Society,  for  the  purpose  ol  this  society  co- 
operating with  the  London  Corresponding  So* 
ciety,  and  that  they  had  come  to  the  following 
resolutions : 

First,  Resolved,  That  it  appeats  to  this 
committee  very  desirable  that  '/  General 
Mtetingt  or  C^atoentUm  of  the  Tncuds  of  Li- 
berty  should  be  called  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  into  consideration  the  proper  methods 
of  obtaining  a  full  and  fair  representation  of 
the  people.** 

**  Second,  Resolved,  That  it  is  recom- 
mended to  the  society  tor  ( "onstitutional  In- 
formation, and  the  London  t  or  responding  So- 
ciety, to  institute  a  regular  and  pressing 
correspondence  with  all  those  parts  of  the 
country  where  such  measures  may  be  likely 
to  be  promoted,  not  only  to  instifate  the  ao~ 
cieties  already  formed,  but  to  endeavour  also 
to  produce  Mich  other  associations  as  may 
farther  the  general  object." 

"  Resolved,  fhat  it  appears  to  this  com- 
mittee that  the  general  object  will  bo  much 
promoted  if  a  standing  committee  of  co-ope- 
ration, between  the  two  societies,  were  <  ^ta- 
blt.shed  for  the  purpose  of  holding  personal 
communication  with  suchmemberb  of  similar 
societies  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  as  may 
oera<5innally  be  in  London,  and  who  may  m 
authorized  "by  the  respective  societies  to  act 
with  such  committees.^ 

Tlien  they  read  a  letter  from  th^  secretary 
of  the  London  Corresponding  i>ociely,  tlated 
the  fOth  of  April,  1794,  stating,  that  he  was 
ordered  by  the  committee  of  dele5:ate5  of  the 
T,ondon  Corresponding  Society,  to  inform  Uie 
bociety  lor  Constitutional  Information,  that 
they  approved  the  resolutions  of  th-  fV  in- 
mittee  of  CoDfeieacft;  tbefefoio  the  Loudon 
I 
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Corrcspondinc;  Sorlrl y  have  chosen  five  per- 
ions  (whom  they  oante)  to  put  in  jnsctice  im- 
mediately tlie  second  and  third  re«olutiont  ot 

X\\c  tDiiiiiiilfcc  " 

Then  it  was  resolved,  "  That  Ihe  report  oi 
the  Commit  Ice  of  Uelegatn  from  the  Ix}ndon 
Corresponding  Society,  and  of  this  society,  be 
entered  on  the  books  of  this  sncicty." 

"  Resolved,  Ihul  it  apptarh  to  this  so- 
ciety very  desirahlc  that  a  Generul  Meeting 
of  tnc  Friends  of  Liberty  should  be  called,  for 
the  purpus^c  «>!  Uiking  into  consideration  tbe 
prop(Br  methods  of  obtaining  a  full  and  lair 
representation  of  the  people." 

"  Resolved,  Thai  it  appears  to  this  society 
that  tbe  tceneralobject  will  be  much  fmsmoted 
if  a  slatulini:  cummitlce  of  co-oporation  were 
establii'hed ;"  repeating  the  reEolutions  of  the 
committee,  with  this  variation  that  you  uh- 
ficrve  in  tlie  report  of  the  committee — **  It 
i<  rr'^nlvcd,  that  it  appears  to  the  commiltce, 
thai  a  general  meeting  (or  convention)  of  the 
IHends  of  liberty  should  be  called,  for  the 
purpo'c  of  iiikm<:  into  cou'^ideration  the 
proper  methoilsi  of  ubuiiung  a  full  and  fair 
representation  of  the  people."   Upon  this,  I 
undcrstanrl,  there  was  u  sort  of  debalc  Annd 
tbe  use  of  the  word  conveotiou;  and  it 
ivas  supposed  that  tb«  word  convention  was 
a  term  which  had  in  itself  sonulbiuLi  oflV!)- 
aive,  and  therefore  the  term  convention  was 
omitted,  and  the  word  meeting  only  re- 
mained. The  difference  between  *'  meeting" 
ar\J  "  convention*'  will  be  veiy  difficult  to 
discover. 

Then  there  was  a  feoolulimi,  «  That  tbe 

romniittre  of  ft»rre!*pondencc  already  ap- 
pointcti  liy  this  society,  be  the  committee  for 
co-operation  and  communication  with  tbe 
committees  of  other  soi  ictics. 

**  Ordered,  That  the  secretary  be  desired  to 
send  a  letter  to  tbe  London  Corresponding 
Society,  acquainting  them  with  the  mt  ndicrs 
of  this  society  appomted  to  confer  witli  them. 

"  Resolved,  i'liat  Mr.  Joyce  be  requested 
to  accept  of  the  ofh<:c  of  secretary  to  the 
committee  of  correspondence.  Mr.  Joyce 
being  present,  accepted  of  the  s.aul  office.''* 

On  the  9d  of  May  there  was  a  sort  of  anni- 
vf>r?ary  dinner  of  tlie  Socii  ty  for  Constitutional 
Infonoatton,  at  the  C  town  and  Anchor  tavern, 
wbeo  some  toasts  were  drank,  which  will  be 
stated  to  you,  and  whic  h  appear  to  follow  the 
same  sort  of  principles  which  had  been  rc- 
poitedly  adopted  by  tfak  society ;  and  strong 
as  they  appear  to  be,  ihey  seem  very  little 
strongGf  than  those  before  ailoptcd.  ' "  The 
Rights  of  Man."  "  The  Armies  contending 
for  r.ihcrly,"  and  several  others.  When  they 
shall  be  read  to  you,  you  will  see  what  they 
are,  and  whatcflect  they  ought  to  have. 

Genilcmen,  tbeie  hod  taken  place,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  meetin?  on  the  14th  «>f  April, 
of  the  Corresponding  Society,  at  Chalk  Farm. 
The  praceedmga  at  that  meeting  have  tbe 
same  tcndmcy.  You  will,  \vlicii  they  shnl! 
he  read  to  you,  ae«  vbalefiect  you  ought  to 
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give  to  them.  There  is  one  liowrver, 
\vhich  1  will  mention — (1  am  sorry  to  detaia 
you  so  long,  and  therefore  I  rather  run  over 

the  latter  part  of  the  ca>e,  because,  I  think,  I 
have  stated  enough  to  enable  you  to  form  a 
ecneral  comprehensive  Tiew  of  the  whole>*i* 
It  is  a  letter  from  the  London  Corresponding 
Society  to  the  Society  of  tlie  Friends  of  the 
People,  from  which  il  is  manifest,  that  the 
Friends  of  the  People  held  themselves  aloof 
frum  these  societies,  and  therefore  the  con- 
duct of  the  Friends  of  the  People  distinctly 
called  upon  these  societies  to  explain  and 
avow  their  principles,  if  their  i^rinciples  wrrc 
not  tbobe  which  niiglit  be  deemed  dangerous 
to  the  constittition  or  the  country. 

T'pon  the  12th  of  May  the  sctrclaries  to  the 
two  societies  were  apprehended ;  and  upon 
the  16th,  I  think,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  was 
also  apprehended.  There  had  been,  in  the 
mean  time,  a  sort  of  circular  letter,  written  by 
the  secretary  of  the  Loudon  Corres])ondine 
Society,  fbr'the  purpose  of  inviting  the  di^ 
fcrent  country  societies  to  send  delegates  to 
the  proposed  convention ;  and  it  appears  th^ 
the  committee  of  co-operation  and  corres- 
poiidence  was  sittins,  I  think,  at  a  place  in 
£(ieaufort  Buildings,  iu  the  Strand,  where  Mr. 
Thelwall,  who  was  one  of  the  members  ef 
the  (Virresponding  Society,  and  an  ass^xiated 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Society,  gave 
lectures.   The  committee  of  co-operation  was 
sitliiie,  for  the  iiui  i>u»e  of  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  plan  whied  had  been  formed  ;  and  at 
that  moment  it  was  that  the  arrest  of  the 
several  persons,  who  have  been  laken  into 
custody,  took  place. 

Gentlemen,  1  would  call  to  your  recollcc* 
lion  what  must  have  been  the  probable  cosi* 
scqtienccs  if  the  ronvrntion,  proposed  to  have 
been  assembled  by  these  jpersons,  bad  actual|jr 
assembled.  The  resolutions  of  the  iTth  of 
January,  the  2(Mti  i>f  January,  and  the  24th 
of  January,  appear  to  roe  clearly  and  decisively 
to  prove  that  the  object  which  they  had  iu 
view,  in  calling  a  convention  of  the  people 
was,  to  carry  into  execution,  by  means  of  that 
convention,  the  several  objects  wliith  they  de- 
tail in  their  several  addresses;  and  when  you 
recollect  the  terms  of  those  addresses,  you 
must  also  recollect  that  they  are  expressea  in 
such  terms  as  might  lead  to  any  thing ;  and 
that  in  no  deiri    whatever  do  they  distinct^ 
lead  to  a  sinuile  reform  in  the  constitution  oif 
the  House  of  Commons.  But  if  they  had  Ibi 
their  ob|( « t  a  simple  reform  in  the  constitu- 
tion ot  the  House  of  Commons,  to  be  cflecied 
by  means  of  such  a  convention,  actirtg  by  its 
own  laws,  and  not  by  the  laws  of  the  consG- 
lutf  t!  leii^biture,  th'»ir  proceeding  to  assemble 
S'Ucli  a  couvcnliou,  u  ouid  be  equally  the  crime 
of  high  treason — bccausethecoovention  BMMt 
necessarily  deprive  the  constituted  legislature 
of  its  powers  bdbrc  they  could  act  in  that  ca^ 
pactly;  and  must  stdietitnte  theroseWes  (a* 
I  kasl  fur  t!i«j  partirtdar  purposr")  in  tlie  [  I  k* 
I  of  that  coosHtuted  kgislatuxc.  When  these 
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far  High  Tteiuon, 


men  re^olveci,  tlureforp.to  rxpcrl  redrcssonly 
I'rom  tbeir  own  luvv»,  and  not  from  the  laws  of 
their  enemies,  phinderers,  and  oppressors, 
they  declared  that  their  olijcci  \va«.,  to  take  the 
rmedy  into  their  own  bauds,  and  to  act  upoa 
that  principle. 

Gentlemen,  what  can  be  said  in  answer  to 
this  case,  il  proved  ?  and  I  have  reason  to 
tliiok,  from  experience,  that  the  principal 
CKts  which  I  hinre  ttalod  cannot  be  cuntro- 
ttricd  by  evidence,  or  explained  away  by  ar- 
|;umeat,  Becau&e  I  am  sure  if  cither  could 
MM  been  done,  or  if  both  could  have  been 
done,  that  cither  one  or  both  would  have  been 
done  oil  a  toroier  occasion.  I,  therefore,  am 
ftnaty  pcrsooded  that  the  facts  of  the  case 
cmnt  i  1"  rontrovcrlcd,  and  tliat  those  facts, 
nmaining  uocooti-overted,  cannot  be  ex- 
fWited  away. 

Gentlemen,  it  may  be  said  that  the  prisoner 
al  the  bar,  whatever  in i eh »  be  the  views  of 
others,  or  whatever  mi^ut  liic  niottvc  of 
others,  was  hhnself  of  a  different  dc^cniition. 
BtJt  it  is  impossiblr  that  a  mnn  of  ubililies, 
and  ot  his  character,  should  represent  tiimself 
as  a  man  deceived  ordehidcd.  lie  may  assert 
tfial  his  principles  were  totally  ^.dvcrso  to 
tiMMe  of  i>ersou:»  who  might  wij»l)  lor  a  new 
eiicrof  tMots,  eoee»t  so  far  as  a  reform  ib 
tbc  Commons  House  of  Parliament  (preserv- 
ing ercrv  other  part  of  the  con<ititution)  might 
ht  fab  object :  and  that  lie  had  no  conception 
of  obtaining  tliat  object  by  any  other  means, 
thae  the  I  iwfiilty  constituted  legislariuc.  It 
wiU,  pciikaps,  be  asserted  that  he  ha»  upon 
irarious  occasions  expressed  himself  as  a  man 
3rtirH«»fj  \\^f,  coTi-(iiu(io!i  of  hr^  country; 
aitaciieU  to  ihe  hereditary  monarchy,  aiul  to 
the  Homo  of  Lords ;  thaft  he  has  alwi^s  pro- 
fe*5ed  to  ^tpp^^  ^■^  of  both. 

Lvcu  supposing,  gentlcoMi^  that,  in  fact, 
his  opinioae  did  not  go  with  these  persons 
«ho  meant  the  deslniclion  of  the  constitu- 
tiva ;  and  that  he  had  that  attachment,  which 
it  may  be  preleaded  he  had— do  we  not  know 
Utat  p^wms  who  have  had  opinions  adverse 
to  the  mea'^ures  that  they  have  ptifiicd,  have 
suU  pursued  tliose  measures  r  V\  iiut  svas  the 
CMO  of  the  Protestant  Lesds,  and  oihcrn  in 
the  rebellions  in  1715  and  17 M» :  and,  indeed, 
ot  *ot»e  in  the  reign  of  kins  Wiihum,  whose 
effect  wmt  to  restore  themimder,  whieh 
•ouUin  all  probabihty.  in  ihc  end  -though 
tbey  perhaps  dattered  themselves  to  tiie  roa- 
lnqr»  bkee  TO*estabiished  poperv  in  this 
♦"-ouotry  if  it  had  been  eft'ccted  ?  Were  they 
leM  guilty  of  treason,  because  their  wishes 
were,  perhaps,  for  the  preservation  of  the  con- 
Mitutioo,  and  of  tfaoieligioa  of  the  country, 
whilst  th^v  pndp^ivdiirod,  from  other  motives, 
la p«it  a  diiierent  prince  upon  the  throne. 

However,  we  know  men  freqtiently  prolbss 
that  which  they  do  not  mr  m  :i  man  may 
bate  OMmarchy  on  hii>  hpti,  witen  lii<»  heart  is 
ttt  Iren  it  Lord  Imix,*  Ibr  iaatance,  was 

*      hks  caM  m  Uus  Coliectioo.  Voi*  18, 
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perpetually  protesting  his  loyalty,  whilst  he 
was  engaged  for  a  courite  of  years  in  deep 
schemes  to  ovettum  that  government  to  which 
he  prof{s>eil  and  avowed  such  loyally.  The 
language  uf  the  i  rem  it  Convention  m  1791, 
ie  noticed  by  Mr.  Paine,  by  Mr.  Barlow,  and 
others  of  their  eulogists,  whose  works  are  ad- 
mired by  the  prisoner  at  the  bar.  Several  of 
the  members  of  that  Convention  spoke  wiitt 
the  greatest  reverence  of  monarchy,  until  the 
time  was  come  whf  n  they  thouixhl  they  could 
overturn  it.  And  wc  liavc  a  nu  niurahlc  io« 
stance  that  the  greatcti  ef  trakors  may  pro* 
f  -  aUachnKut  m  the  moment  of  the  de -pest 
treason.  We  know  that  the  vilest  traitor  pro- 
ioMed  his  loyalty  whilst  he  was  coDtempbtiog 
an  act  of  the  meant  irr  u  hery,  ami  in  ihe 
oompleiioo  of  thai  act  cried.  "  llail  Master  1" 
■ad  Kissed  him.  But  does  it  follow  because  ft 
man  holds  the  language  of  loyalty,  that  he  is 
therefore  loyal  ?  Il  <  erLiinly  does  not  follow. 

If  the  prisoner  wus  loyal  tu  the  constitu- 
tion of  his  country,  what  did  he  mean  by  his 
resolutions  on  the  ndijett  of  the  works  of 
Faine,  of  Barlow,  and  several  other  resolu- 
tions which  have  boMi  detailed  to  you,  and 
wtiich  hear,  at  Ica^t,  to  the  view  of  ordinary 
men,  a  directly  didierent  tendency  i  W  hat  did 
he  romm  by  the  oddreas  to  the  Jacobiu, 

when  he  ^p^ke  of  llirin  as  fellow- labourers 
with  him  in  the  same  caused  What  did  he 
mean  by  the  addresses  to  the  National  Con- 
vention, by  the  introduction  to  those  ad- 
dresses? What  did  he  mean  when  ho  spoke 
of  the  vipers  aristocracy  and  nioaarthy, 
panting  and  writhing  under  the  grasp  of  in- 
fant freedom  ?  I  )id  he  mean  to  say  that  he 
was  loyal  and  atiached  to  monarchy  and 
aristocracy  when  he  denonaaated  tliem  vipei% 
and  when  fir  (!r  -rnbod  Ihem  as  in  the  TCty 
moment  of  exunctiou  ^ 

Did  ho  mean  to  express  hw  loyalty  by  the 
admission  of  S.iinl  Andre,  Barr*  vc,  ind  Ro- 
land into  hi&  society,  by  hokiing  out  tbcir 
speeches  upon  the  subject  of  a  National  Con- 
vention, and  the  trial  of  the  king,  to  the  view 
of  the  people  of  this  country?  Why  were 
there  secret  committees,  anci  why  a  conven- 
tion of  the  people,  if  his  purposes  were  per- 
fectly loyal,  if  he  meaitt  only  iliat  which  he 
pretends  he  meant,  if  Itc  niuaiit  nothing  but 
an  appKoition  le  the  legisUturc  of  the  coun- 
try, t'tr  that  reform  which  he  conceived  to  bO 
proper.^  If,  theretore,  witnesses  bliould  be 
called  in  any  nomlier,  to  any  such  declara- 
tions of  lny;i(ly,  can  they  makeanv  chmgo  in 
your  sentiments  f  Cau  they  take  the  words 
oiitof  the  several  addresses^  Can  they  take 
out  the  words  **  the  vipers  aristocracy,  and 
monarchy,"  and  a  thou<^and  expression'?  of 
the  itaiue  sort Can  they  blot  out  the  pro- 
ceedings ot  the  Britii^h  (  unvention  which  ho 
has  approved  ^  (  "an  tlicy  de>troy  tlie  resolu- 
tions uf  tlic  17  th,  of  the  'iuih,  and  tiie  i4th 
of  Jenmury?  If  not,  whirt  purpose  can  they 
8cr\e  *  At  the  lUrnost  the  production  o\  such 
eridefice  can  i>e  only  an  attempt  to  oppose 
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npgativc  evidence,  in  itself  utterly  improba- 
ble, to  po&ilive  tesliroony  of  lacls,  which, 
under  the  circuiDSluicei»  I  think  you  will  be 
persuad^'d,  rnnnot  be  accountcci  for  in  any 
maoner  cunMstent  with  such  evidence. 

1  ^11  eit  dowD,  therefote,  gentlemen*  in 
the  full  persuavion  thai  the  evidence  which 
wili  t)e  produced  to  you  cannot  be  coutro- 
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in 


Mr.  Wiltim  Wood/all  cross*extmined  bj 
Mr.  ToJte, 

Arc  you  sure  you  bave  seooi  me  write  ?^ 

Yes. 

How  long  ago  ?— Some  years  ago ;  I  be- 
liovc,  full  srvcntccri ;  the  period  is  a  memo- 
rable one ;  I  allude  to  the  circunwtance  of 


▼erted,  and  that  its  efleets  cannot  be  contro-  ]  an  adverusement  for  a  subscription  for  th« 

verted;  that  it  will  fully  prove  the  charge  of  [  widows,  orphans,  and  aged  parents  of  the 
high  treason  contained  in  the  indictment;  |  Americatis  who  lost  their  live*  at  the  battlet 
and  that  you,  mindful  of  your  oaths, — roind-  i  uf  Li  xiiigton. 

fttl  of  the  importent  charge  you  have,  that  to  ;    That  was  in  1775,  nineteen  years  ago  ? — 

your  verdict  is  cnfnmitted  the  safeifurtrt!  of  ' 
the  constitution  ut  Uiis  country,  a»  tar  as  the 


adininnlration  of  its  laws  can  be  its  safe- 
guard,— miiiilfiil  at  the  same  time  thit  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar  is  one  of  the  members  of 
tltat  society,  and  is  likewise  individually  as 

nuirh  within  your  protection,  the  collec- 
tive body  of  that  society  is,  and  lliat,  there- 


Vou  arc  perfectly  right;  it 
years  a§o.* 
I  know  the  time;  for  I  was  proeeeoted  for 

it. — I  know  you  have  a  goofl  ruemory  of  what 
yoti  hear — ^you  have  a  good  memory  too  of 
wliut  you  see  ^— The  reason  why  I  insteaced 

this  case  1    .lUst  it  was  a  memorable 

one,  and  i<i  upon  record. — ^You  delivered  t» 


ibre,  you  are  as  roueh  bound  to  do  justice  to   me,  in  my  brotlier's  counting-house,  a  copr 


him,  as  you  are  bound  to  do  justice  to  that 
society; — yet  mindful  of  the  duty  that  you 
owe  to  that  society,  you  are  to  give  a  just 
and  true,  and  an  honest  verdict.  You  arc 
not  to  he  dchifl*'d  hy  pretrucps,  but  are  to 
endeavour  to  utscovcr  wtiai  tlte  truth  oi  the 
oaas  is,  and  having  discoveicd  it,  to  pre  your 
▼evdicl  accordingly. 

SVIDBIICI  fOft  THB  CBOWir. 

Mr.  3%MM$  JlacfMA  sworn.'Exafflined  by 
Mr.  " 


You  are  one  of  tbe  king's  mesteDgersf— 

Yes. 

Did  you  ever  gu  to  the  house  uf  a  pen»on 
of  the  name  ot'  0aairt  Adams  ? — Yes ;  I 

went  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  from  thf  •ccre- 
tary  of  &ute,  on  the  I'ith  ot  .May,  lu  the 
morning,  a  little  before  ei^t  o'ctock,  to  the 
hou^c  of  Mr.  Daniel  Adam»;  anfl  T  iDok  him 
into  custody,  together  with  his  bouk:>  and 
papem. 

Look  at  \h  \\  !)riok--i8  that  one  of  the 
books  }  u  bci/.eil  tiicrc? — Yes,  it  is. 

[  I  lir  hook  was  put  into  conit.] 

Air.  IVtlUam  Woodfall  sworn. — Eiuunioed  by 
Mr.  Lam* 

la  this  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Tooke? 

iShowin*^  a  hook  to  the  witness  ] — I  believe 
lis  part  l^pouitutg  ii  uutj  is ;  but  i  cannot  i  your  own. 


of  the  advertisement,  upon  which  I  think 
yoti  wrote  the  words  "  Tor  the  London 
I'ackM  and  Morning  Chronicle." — When  thtt 
trial  came  on,  two  years  aAerwards,  at  Ouil^ 
hall,  an  inrlit'erent  witne8S,f  wb<:»<^e  name  I 
cannot  j^rcciscly  recollect,  proved  ttie  hand- 
writing w  the  same  way  as  I  have,  if  it  can 
be  caMprt  proof. — !My  brother  %  was  called 
beiure  uie,  and  he  stated  the  facts ;  and  ooo 
was,  that  you  delivered  to  him  one  of  tho9« 
copic!;.,  to  be  ^cnt  round  to  the  other  papers; 
they  were  delivered  to  lam  and  roe ;  and  /ou. 
in  the  course  of  your  examination,  admittecl 
you  gave  it  him  tor  such  and  such  a  purpose. 
The  record  I  "ipeak  of  is  the  printed  copy  of 
Uie  trial,  troui  Mr.  Gurney's  notes,  who  is,  I 
believe,  the  most  accurate  note-  taker  of  his 
time  —  I  do  not  know  that  I  Inve  pvor  ^een 
you  write  but  once ;  but  some  ot  your  writing; 
has  passed  Uirough  my  bands  lo  lately  as  tb* 
year  1701. 

Do  you  swear  that  is  my  hand  wnUf^  or 
only  that  you  nnderrtand  it  to  be  so  f— That 

1  think  Ml.  Then  the  very  paper  that  I  de- 
livered, which  was  produced  by  the  solicitor 
for  the  crown  in  court,  was  sworn  to  by  » 
third  person,  and  in  the  course  of  the  vonnl- 
nation  you  recognised  the  fact. 

I'heu  1  understand  yuu  to  speak  of  that 
which  was  written  nineteen  years  ago  ? — Yes ; 
and  parity  retresbed  by  subMqiMiit  writing of 


swear  it. 

You  :\rr  not  a-.krd  to  do  thai  — I  never  saw 
this  eutry — 1  mean  merely  to  say,  tor  my 
own  sake,  and  that  of  the  jury,  that  I  only 
swear,  that,  a^  far  a.^  rcscni bianco  of  hands 
strikes  me,  this  is  Mr.  Tooke's  writing.—I 
have  seen  him  write,  but  not  so  often  as  his 
writing  has  pa%scd  througli  my  hands. 

Rut,  however,  from  writing  that  you  have 
M'v.u,  you  arc  able  to  form  a  judj^tnent  f — I 
cannot  say  I  am  able  to  fona  a  — * 
mcut ;  but  I  believe,  from  the 
q£  Uaods,  it  19  bis  baod-wriUog. 


What  you  did  not  see  me  wrtto,  but  aup* 

posed  to  l/e  my  writing— The  la5t  time  you 
saw  me  write  was  nineteen  years  ago  f — Yes. 

*  See  the  case  of  John  Uorae  ia  this  Col- 
lection, \{ti.  30,  p.  6^1. 

t  See  the  eridence  of  Wilson,  Vol.  tO,  pt. 
671. 

*  Sec  the  evidence  of  Henry  Sampson 
Wood  fall  on  the  trial  of  Home,  ante.  Vol.  SO, 
u.  671.  Sec  also  tlie  testimony  of  Ibis  WiU 
liam  vvoodfiiU  on  the  atma  ooeMiMi,  Vol  iO, 

p.  674. 
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Do  you  mean  to  swear  Ibal  is  my  hand- 
wnting  i  mean  to  swear  to  the  best  ot  my 
iieoBaetion  and  bdier,  from  the  resemblance 
tffliands,  thai  tr    your  liand-writing. 

Hr.  Lam. — fie  »o  good  as  look  at  this  entry 
m  the  book  belMve  the  body  of  it  to  be 
Mr.  Tooke's  hand-writing  ;  tin  signatute, 
*^  WiUiam  Tooke  Harwood,  chainoan,"  ap- 
pears not  to  be  Mr.  Tooke's  hand-writing. 
The  particular  rca<^n  that  makes  mc  doubt  it 
T*,  the  r's  in  the  \)ody  of  the  paper  and  the  r  in 
ibe  word  chairman  are  different. 

Mr.  Touke.— But  all  the  rest  you  take  to  be 
my  hand-writing  ?— The  body  only. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  ouly  ask  the  question  •  the 
band-writing  may  be  fairly  admttled.  1  thi  nk 
I  could  give  to  the  prosecutor  a  great  deal 
BMce  than  be  has  cbarud  roe  wiui.  I  will 
Ml  dein'  tfie  Covwt  with  any  more  quettiont. 

Mr.  Lam. — It  may  be  read. — It  purports 
that  Mr.  Tooke  was  a  member  of  the  Consti- 
UiUooai  Society. 

Mr.  ToflAtf.— Oh,  ladmitit— ladmh  all  that 
ttat  paper  contains. 

Mr.  G arrow. — These  are  the  minutes  of  -a 
■eetine  of  the  CoostitatMiial  Society  on  the 
18lh  of  March,  1794. 

Mr.  Tooke. — If  the  gentlemen  will  be  so 
goed  as  show  me  any  uiing  which  I  wrote,  I 
will  save  them  the  time  and  trouble  of  calling 
witnesses  to  it — I  will  admit  it ;  if  there 
Amid  be  a  doubt,  then  tbey  may  call  wit- 
nesses to  it. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — In  a  case  of  this 
nattue,  so  extremely  penal  to  the  prisoner,  I 
do  Ml  think  that  the  prisoner  should  be  called 
upon  by  the  counsel  for  the  pronecntion  to 
look  at  a  p.tpi  r  and  to  say  whether  lie  tbinks 
It  IS  his  hand,  or  whether  b«  chooses  to 
acknowledge  it  or  not. 

Mr.  To-'ke — I  offer  it  freely  and  willingly. 

Lard  Chief  JvoUce  £yre. — I  sec  you  do,  but 
I  shotild  not  feel  very  comfortable  ifil  hap- 
pened that  you  had  admitted,  witliout  proof, 
wme  paper  of  which  more  use  was  made  after, 
wards  than  you  at  the  time  wete  aware  of,  or 
thought  there  could  be. 

Mr.  Tuoke. — I  protest,  before  God,  I  have 
never  done  an  action,  never  written  a  sentence 
rMrrer tittered  a  syllable  in  public  or  pnvat(^,  T 
have  ucvcr  cntertamed  a  thought  of  any  im- 
porunt  political  nature  which,  taken  fairly, 
uith  M  the  circumstances  of  time,  place,  and 
ooai»iou,  I  have  the  smallest  hesitation  now 
la  admit :  I  choose  my  lifs  and  character 
j^hould  together.  I  wish  to  admit  all  I 
have  ever  said,  done,  or  wnttcn,  to  save  tinte. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  .^re.— >T  should  prefer 
that  tiie  evidence  should  lake  it^  course  ui  the 
ordinary  way, because  1  do  not  think  thst  any 
j^Ti^ner  IS  quite  competent  to  take  upon  hiin- 
Sdf  to  admit  evidence  which  may  be  produced 
a^inst  him,  the  whole  eflfoct  of  whkb  he 
raar  not  happen  to  discover. 
Mr.  Tlwfte.— If  it  was  a  matter  of  libel  I 

'  •  TiH  rot  do  ro,  but  I  will  in  a  matter  of  high 
umkODf  whcie  subtle  argumeots  canooi  take 
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in 


plsre.  as  I  imagine;  and  if  they  can,  I  dcMrc 
to  be  the  fir&t  man  that  dies  upon  that  doc- 
trine :  if  any  man  is  to  die  upon  a  doctrine  of 
that  kind,  I  am  old  enough  lo  wish  to  he  the 
first  man,  because  1  am  bure  1  shall  be  the  last. 
I  aniioosly  wish  to  shorten  the  proceedings 
upon  this  trial,  by  admitting  every  tiung  I 
have  said,  written,  or  done ;  I  am  not  at  all 
aftaid  of  the  construction,  I  am  not  al  all 
afraid  of  the  consequence. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  J5erf.— I  do  not  wish  to 
depart  from  the  ordinary  nilc  tluit  lias  pre- 
vailed in  criminal  cases. 

Mr.  Garrow. — We  wish  to  have  the  MItrj 
of  tlie  88tb  of  March,  1794,  read. 

[It  was  read. J 

[Vide  Hardy 'b  Trial  ante.  Vol.  44,  page  5dl.J 

Mr.  YboJcc^Ii  the  inserlion  of  n^ntme  in 
that  book  evidtnce  of  my  being  present  al  Iha 

timeP 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — It  is  certainly 
evidence  to  g»  to  the  jury  of  your  being  pre- 
sent. 

Mr.  Tooke. — My  name  being  found  in  any 
book  !  that  will  be  the  most  extraordinary 
evidence  I  have  ever  heard  of;  the  bulk  of 
the  tmsh  that  is  to  be  found  in  that  book  I 
never  saw  or  heard  of  before ;  but  that  every 
time  that  my  name  is  to  he  found  in  the  book, 
that  that  is  to  be  evident  f  U  it  I  was  present 
isamosteitraotdinary  pruj  osiiion ;  if  I  wrote 
my  name  in  the  book,  that  would  be  evidence 
that  I  was  there  when  1  wrote  it,  but  my 
name  being  written  in  a  book  does  not  prove 
my  being  were  when  it  was  wrote  :  if  the  se- 
cretary were  here  he  would  prove  thnt  names 
of  persons  were  entered  ui  tii.tt  i>ook  who  were 
there onljr  at  the  beginning,  or  perifapsnol  at 
all :  or  it  th^y  were  there,  heard  something  or 
nothing  that  passed.  1  could  pruve  by  evi- 
dence that  repeatedly  when  my  name  is  set 
down  I  was  not  there.  A  .'•ociely  is  nobody: 
the  first  ^ix  letters  in  the  alphabet  meet  to- 
night, and  they  vote  bleck^another  six  meet 
to-morrow  ni-zht,  and  vote  white;  which  six 
are  the  society?  And  they  may  put  down 
any  names  they  please.  If  this  evidence  were 
to  be  admitted  in  a  charge  of  high  treason, 
and  it  should  tliercforc  follow  tluit  I  partake 
of  whatever  is  over  or  under  my  nam^  it 
would  be  the  most  extraordinary  evidence  uiat 
ever  was  admitted  in  a  court  of  Justice. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre.— You  are  perfectly 
right,  if  the  state  of  tne  evidence  depended 
entirely  upon  your  name  beini;  found  in  a  book 
in  possession  of  a  Daniel  Adaiub ;  iindtmliledly, 
in  order  to  prove  your  being  present  at  these 
meetings,  they  must  go  a  great  deal  further 
—they  must  show  that  these  are  the  bo<iks  of 
the  society,  they  must  give  probable  evidence 
that  these  were  books  wbicb  vou  had  access 
to,  which  you  acted  upon,  and  that  you  giive 
credit  to  the  entries  that  were  in  it  by  some 
conduct  of  your's.  This  is  only  one  step  to- 
v.-anl^  tlic  evidence,  to  fix  you  with  beUgS 
person  present  at  this  meeting. 
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Mr.  Tooke. — i  tiiiuk  it  will  &ri»t  witke  a 
au^[eci  for  a  Miioua  aigMmant  m  to  my  bdog 

present. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — ^That  is  for  tUe 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  submit  tliat  what  is  or  not 
admU&ible  evidence  is  iiodoiU)tedljr  matter  of 
law  for  the  Court. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Undoubtedly, 
-what  should  be  admitted  m  evidence. 

Mr.  Tooke. — 1  take  it  that  this  evidence 
goes  to  other  persons ;  it  may  be  true,  or  it 
may  be  false ;  bvil  iiuw  is  it  possible  for  me 
to  answer  tt  i  the  less  I  know  of  it  the  less  it 
is  possible  for  me  to  meet  it;  I  do  not  know 
what  otlicr  persons  may  possibly  do. 

Lord  Cinef  Justice  £yrc. — Nor  will  you  be 
feqwired  to  give  an  answer  to  that  which  be- 
longs lo  other  incn. 

Mr.  'Xbo^— Tiie  prosecutor  can  never  prove 
that  I  had  aee«ss  to  the  books,  I  would  rather 
employ  my  soli  in  playing  with  my  fingers.  I 
hope  1  have  employed  my  time  better,  than 
in  reading  the  same  tilings  over  and  over 
a^n,  which  for  the  last  tSutx  years  of  my 
life  have  been  written  over  and  ovf>r  neiin — 
it  suits  titosc  that  begin,  but  it  is  tiuriy  years 
a^o,  your  lordahip  recollects,  when  thwe  sort 
of  tilings  were  going  forward—when  your 
locUhbtp.  was  recorder  ~aud  when  we  heard, 
•ad  vsM,  and  saw  aU  these  things*  and  Sot 
HK  to  come  iiud  read  my  alphabet  over  again ! 
These  are  cominoQ  place  thutgs;  1  never 
tead  the  baok ;  I  will  answe?  iw  U»  the  se- 
csetary  never  read  it ;  and,  be  the  thing  it 
contains  i^ood  or  bad,  I  assure  your  lordbhip 
not  a  toiuj^le  lueiubci  uf  tlie  5u«.ieiy  knows. 
Where  we  kiavc  been  particularly  concerned, 
each  man  knows  what  he  did  himself;  uud  in 
tlie  report  ol  the  secret  comuuttees  there  are 
exactly  eighteen  lines  which  I  wrote;  I  uu- 
dcrstmU  i>y  tlie  5>tatement  to-day,  tint  t!ic  p 
etgUteeo  lines  ace  offensive— >iL  ih  altout  the 
words  •<  faithful"  and  "  honourable"  being 
witlvdrdwii;  uud  I  dofy  any  man  upi>ii  earth 
to  prove  thifct  a  tittle  besides  these  eighteen 
lines  contained  in  the  report  of  the  secret 
nommitlee  was  written  by  me.  The  bulk  of 
thpthinj;?,  it  will  be  proved  by  tlirir  own  cvi- 
deucc,  I  dJaUkcd  liod  objected  tu,  not  because 
I  thought  Ihey  were  criminal  or  treasonable  ; 
fori  ■:lTHi!f!  :i^!v.ime(l  lu  be  dpfendini^  uiy- 
self  fruut  lacts  wluch  L  conceive  to  be  moo- 
•anl:  firsl>  I  meet  the  hti;  if  the  tact  is 
proved  tiponme,  theni  will  show  ir  n  it  in  be 
treasonable ;  but  I  shall  be  cumpeUed  to  re- 
liiin  ta  admit  the  papers,  beeause  I  had  no 
share  in  them.  In  sonic  or  them  there  is  a 
g;reat  deal  of  merit,  but  not  tiuviiii:  been  con> 
eemed  in  tbcm,  i  really  have  uut  4  share  in 
merit,  which  L  tliink  belongs  ti»  other 
men;  and  when  T  defend  invftclf  from  these 
lilingSyi  beg  I  not  prujudice  other  men, 
CmtWIo  not  consider  them  as  crimes,  but  I  was 
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so  much 


I  hope  i 
about  it. 

Lord  Clfif  f  Jnstice  Eyre. — A  person  in 
your  situation  is  lieard  with  atteotioD,  whe- 
ther it  makes  directly  to  the  point  w  no; 
you  have  spoken  properly  to  the  point  at 
present ;  I  can  only  recommend  to  yoii  not 
to  break  in  upon  i»arta  of  the  evidence^ 
but  to  wait  patiently  till  the  whole  evidence 
to  that  head  is  concluded,  and  then  if  it  is 
not  fairly  brought  home  to  you,  I  Mhall  tell  the 
jury  that  it  has  im  fair  application. 

Mr.  Tooke. — 1  think  I  am  hound  by  law  to 
meet  every  thing  if  it  is  not  fairly  evklence. 

Lord  Chief  Jnsttce  JSyrr.— It  is  difficult  to 
lo  sny  what  is  or  Ti<>t  evidence  iu  itself,  be- 
cause it  all  de|»endb  upon  the  cham  and  000- 
nexion  it  baa— if  there  are  two  as  tbrte  links 
in  the  chain,  they  must  go  to  one  first  and 
then  to  another,  and  see  wlicther  thev  unount 
to  evidence;  it  you  suspect  dial  what  tfiey 
have  to  offer  is  not  evidence,  and  not  of  that 
nature,  you  may  call  upon  them  to  state  in 
what  way  they  mean  to  bring  tltis  home  to 
you— that  woiUd  be  proper  enongh.  At  pre- 
nem  tin  y  seem  to  na  to  ba  gaiag  an  in  Um 
course. 

Mr.  T(09k»4 — I  beg  your  pardon^  my  lord, 
but  is  not  a  chain  composed  of  knks?  and 
may  i  not  disjoin  each  Jink,  and  do  not  1 
thembv  destroy  the  chain  ? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Evrc. — I  rather  think 
not,  till  the  links  are  put  together  and  £ur»a 


regular 


Mr.  Tooke^l  rather  think  I  may,  becanse 
it  is  my  buainasa  to  pievent  the  CDmnng  of 

that  chain. 

Mr.  Ertkinc^ThB  reason  why  I  £nd  my* 

self  disposed  to  give  your  lordship  so  very 
little  trouble  in  the  course  of  the  evidence,  is 
not  only  because  I  recollect  that  all  that  your 
lordship  is  bearinz  rcrul  is  very  nni'-h  Tlic 
same  that  your  lordship  and  we  have  heard 
read,  and  have  seen  done,  several  ycun  ago ; 
but  that  my  memory,  which  is  not  so  exten- 
sive, and  cannot  at  my  time  ot  lite  be  so  greM, 
extends  at  least  to  recollecting  that  last  week, 
or  the  week  before  last,  when  all  tlie  matter 
which  has  been  proposed  m  the  opening  of 
the  solicitor-general  to  be  reaci,  was  rcati— 
was  submitt^  to  the  consideration  of  thm 
very  Court,  and  lo  the  ronsider  ition  of  a  jnrv. 
m  a  oiMi  where  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  wa» 
the  coBtposer  of  moalof  Uie  wsttisgs  inana^ 
lion  (to  which  my  present  rlicnt  states  niin- 
sclf  to  be  a  stranger),  and  who,  m  the  sequel 
of  the  cause,  wlwn  your  hndahip  cama  to 
discharge  liie  duty  c  ist  upon  you  by  the  law 
stated  (and  with  the  a«u>eut  ot  us,  who  were 
Mr.  Hardy's  counsel),  that  we  had  never  con> 
tradicted  that  he  must  be  taken,  as  being  the 
author  of  tnem,  to  be  implicated  in  every  part 
ot  them,  and  responsible  for  his  conduct. 
Your  lordship  was  pimmA  to  declara  frant 
tfie  111  ri(  ft,  i!rit  r!ic  contrary  of  that  proposi- 


not  present ;  and  before  your  lordship  admits 

thiaas  evidenc^  k  mtreat  your  lordship  will  1  tion  had  been  taintiy  asserted  at  the  bso-,  as 
lieaii^yoouDselaifatilan  toamtlirMlMrw|iiidMd  it  hid.  mmmf  tttm  mnHBdif 
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riotwithstv^ndins:  the  office  I  hold  liere — and  I 
MB  persuaded  I  shall  have  the  justice  done 
■•to  be  believed  when  I  siy,  thatnoman 
feels  more  acutely  than  1  do  my  situation, 
standing  as  couDsel  for  a  prisoner  for  treason — 
^et,  IsAjr,!  have  felinu  emotion  at  all  m  hear- 
11^  Ibcse  papers  read,  the  quality  of  which  I 
ccncf  jte  has  already  had  a  satisfactory  judg- 
taeiii  a  jury.  Be  that  as  it  may,  since  my 
dient  vrishes  I  ahould  say  a  few  vrords  to  your 
lordship  upon  this  suhject,  I  will  do  il,  not  at 
all  aiuuuus  upon  his  account,  whether  I  stiali 
vrevftUor  not ;  but  if  it  should  turn  out  that 
I  shudld  be  well  founded  in  the  litllf  T  shall 
have  to  aagyt  io  point  of  law,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
ny  tt,  on  account  of  the  mischief  that  may 
ottkerwise  follow  to  others,  though  noOA  can 
to  the  gentleiiiuii  heliind  mc. 

I  understand,  from  thu  opening  of  tl^ 
nUcitor  general,  that  he  means  to  say— means 
toi»y  ! — lie  has  said  it — that  all  these  writ- 

i^  takes  together ;  all  these  urUingt  

fai  to  day,  your  lordship  will  recoUwt,  we 
h^Tc  heanl  nothing  of  arms,  nothing  of  force, 
m  one  act  of  hostility  in  contemDlaUon 
yiored,  nor  suggested<^-»but  the  soIieitor<- 
{Coeral  been  pleased  to  say  ffrom  what 
anlbonty  will  by^d*by  be  inquired  mto,  if 
Ibtve  strength  to  make  the  inquiry),  that 
dl  these  aci^  lakm  togeibw;  tXL  these  cor- 
respondeiKies  —  correspondencies  of  whom? 
Correspondencies  held  between  people,  whom 
il  cannot  appear  that  Mr.  TooJeo  ev«r  saw ; 
and  yoor  lordship  will  f-leacr  to  rfrollecl  that 

i  am  now  standing  pnaapm  oUla,  b  a 

good  moMo  I  am  slaading  now  upon  the 
pr  ^Juction  of  the  fir-t  paije  of  written  evi- 
deocci  vour  lordship^  mdeed,  has  been  in 
court  wtieB  the  folic!itor>geMfil  opened  his 
case ;  but  I  ask  the  Court,  unless  his  case  had 
been  made  up  of  materials,  of  which,  I  hoyir, 
no  crown  brief  will  ever  be  again  made  up, 
MMfy,  of  accusatory  matter  from  the  two 
bo«*i?s  of  parlianu-ii(,  which  is  to  hp  rrad, 
prwttfd  upon  the  tnai  ui  a  pn&oucr,  your  lord- 
ship eould  not  give  cf^dence  to  any  part  of  it 
at  all,  nor  ron  i  t(  r  it  iis  any  thing  more  than 
the  mere  luslruciiuns  which  a  counsel  at  the 
W  has  fnm  any  client  to  state  that  clients 
case 

Then  the  ovrri  act,  upon  this  record,  is  for 
mnsnhiog  to  eaik  a  convention,  aiid  that  con> 
▼eatMn  is  supposed  to  be  a  convention  to 
subvert  the  fuiKfcimenlal  {rovernnient  uf  this 
country,  and  to  be  therclurc  an  act  suiii- 
cisntly  evidencing  an  intention  to  depose  and 
put  the  kiu  to  ffeath;  and  the  first  step,  or. 
to  use  ni^c&nt*s  expressions,  the  first  link  of 
this  chain  is,  that  in  the  po^esston  of  a 
Daniel  Adams,  who  is  not  yet  called  as  a  wit- 
oeu,  io  his  custody,  ^foa  hb  apprdbension^ 
wta  fiMind  thb  hook.  It  ia  not  tn  evidenee 
yet  that  any  such  society,  as  the  Gonstitu- 
tiooal  Society,  existed  at  all;  neither  is  it  in 
evkknce  that  this  Daniel  Adams,  in  whose 
CMlody  this  book  was  fimnd,  was  the  secre- 
tay  of  that  society;  and  that  cannot  h« 
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proved  but  by  calling  the  man  himself,  or 
proving,  from  the  mouth  of  some  other  person, 
that  he  stood  in  that  situation.  Your  lordship 
Uien  has  a  book,  which,  mm  conttatf  Mr. 
Tooke  ever  saw,  which,  non  nmifaf,  ever  was 
iu  the  place  wh^rc  this  society,  called  the 
Constitutional  Society,  was  supposed  to  have 
existed ;  but  you  have  a  book,  with  a  white 
parchment  cover,  which  a  messenger  of  the 
king  seized  in  the  possession  of  a  man,  be* 
twrt'D  wl  ni  and  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  no 
privity  whatever  is  proved;  for  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  prisoner  was  acquaint^  with 
Adanif:,  had  any  conversation  with  hin^  or 
had  even  ever  seen  him. 

I  have  always  understood  it  to  be  a  clear 
rule  of  evidence,  that  the  best  evidence^ 
which  the  natijre  of  thi^  casr  will  admit  of, 
must  be  produced, and  lliai  yon  shall  not  iiave 
recourse  to  secondary  evidence ;  and  Ibr  thie 
reason,  that  the  production  of  the  srronf?aTy 
evidence  ailbrds  a  presumption,  that  it  tlie  - 
superior  and  primary  evidence  were  produced, 
it  would  make  ac^ainst  the  party  producing 
that  which  is  secondary ;  that  is  the  reason 
given  by  lord  chief  bafon  Gilbert,  and  it  b 
what  every  man's  own  sense  suggests.  But 
it  is  said — and  i  ftel  the  force  of  what  your 
lordship  says,  as  far  as  it  extends — perhaps 
tbb  nay  not  ultimately  come  homo  to  the 
prisoner,  and,  if  it  does  not,  it  passes  harm- 
lessly over  his  head ;  be  cannot  be  afi'ected 
by  any  evidence  r^  hwe,  if  it  shall  turn  oat 
in  the  sequel  that  the  crown  does  not  succeed 
to  fasten  the  evidence  upon  hiro. 

Now  this  is  taken  to  oe  a  component  part 
with  other  writings  of  that  which  -will  con- 
stitute—what, a  hbel?  Ke,  my  Ipcd^  but 
which  will  coMtitarte  an  o««rt  act  of  high 
treason,  for  compassing  tlu  kin^N  »lcatn. 
Will  your  lordship,  therefore,  in  a  case  of 
high  treason,  have  resort  to  a  species  of  proof 
which  you  kiMW  ^fon  could  not  have  iccourse 
to  in  a  lower  species  of  olilence  ;  )'  r,  ]<  l  me 
suppose,  that  the  crime  charged  nivoti  Mr. 
Tooke  was  the  having  published  tnb  as  a 
lil>cl,  as  having  been  eonscntitiii;  tD  the  writ- 
ing of  it,  or  consenting  to  the  publication  ot 
it,  or  hamng  beoi  implicatsd,  in  any  one 
rr-pttt,  in  giving  it  an  existence,  or  in  giving 
It  curiuicy,  raignt  it  not  equally  have  been 
said,  read  the  paper  first ;  when  the  libel  ii 
r(  ad,  if  il  does  not  afterwards  come  home  to 
the  prisont T,  \\v  will  not  be  answerable  for 
lis  contents;  ami  he  cannot  suffer,  certainly, 
I  becanseit  happens  to  have  btcii  read  to  the 
jfirv  Ttpon  the  mere  evidence  that  such  a 
paper  existed. 

Now,  for  instance,  suppose  this,  as  I  am 
now  putting  it,  instead  of  bcui'z  ovrf  net 
of  Itigh  treason,  was,  that  the  people,  whose 
names  have  been  feed  here,  had  poblisbcd 
this  as  a  libel,  and  that  they  were  indiclet!  tor 
a  conspiracy  to  publish  this  libel,  wouki  it  be 
said  that  this  should  be  read  as  evidence 
against  the  prisoner,  before  his  connexion 
with  it  is  proved  to  have  bad  «n  ealstence?  I 
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take  the  reason  of  that  to  be  this — and  I  tjikc 
the  reason  of  it  to  be  founded  in  ^rcat  wis- 
dofn—io  that  which,  m  my  opinioo^  fofms 
the  glory  of  the  1  1  v  in  all  its  parts, 

ill  an  acquaintance  with  the  human  character, 
in  the  recognitton  of  all  that  belongs  to  the 

f principles  of  the  human  mind,  in  the  recoN 
ection  of  our  wise  ancestors  that  men  are  not 
aneels,  that  they  carry  abuut  them,  and  your 
lorasbips  even  carry  about  you,  all  the  infir- 
mities of  humanity;  and  that  it  therefore 
shall  not  be  permitled  to  make  a  strong  im- 
pression upon  the  minds  of  men,  by  reading 

matt<"r'<  ;it  which  thotigh  I  will  not  say 

thai  tlu!>  matter  is  so,  I  am  areuin^  upon  ge- 

neial  principles  at  which  the  mind  of  man 

letolta;  and  so,  in  the  course  of  a  loni;  trial, 
the  juiy  afterwards  cannot  discharge  from 
ttietr  recolleelion  what  they  have  hwd ;  they 
do  not  rciTicmbcr  with  precision  whether  that, 
which  was  read,  \va%  brought  home  to  the 
prisoner;  and  then  they  mix  up,  in  their  itna- 
ipnaliunand  recollectiun,  matters  which  they 
may  disapprove,  wiili  disapprobation  f»f  the 
person  who  is  on  trial  iwlore  them  1  take 
that,  with  humility,  to  be  the  principle;  then, 
if  this  IS  so,  how  can  ii  |"»^^iMv  m^r  tr  b^ 
the  saa>e  principle,  wlicu  you  consider  the 
nature  of  the  crime  ? 

My  Kjnl,  I  do  not  affect  to  know,  with  f;rcat 
precision,  all  that  has  passed  upon  one  ot  the 
most  solemn  trials,  most  undoubtedly,  that 
has  happened  tor  many,  many  years  in  this 
kinprlotn  ;  and  wliich,  most  linaoubtediy,  as 
1  }>md  upon  a  former  occaMon,  I  most  sin- 
cerely hope,  for  the  honour  of  the  country, 
will  be  the  last  of  that  de  scription*— I  «peak 
of  the  trial,  by  impeachment,  <^  Wan^n 
Hastings.   If  I  do  nut  mistaka  verynraeh, 

and  I  think  I  do  not,  this  very  qn^^tion  ^v•ds 
brought  lor  the  consideration  ot  the  judj^cs 
upon  thattrial;  whethera  paper,  which  paper 
sousht  to  implicate  in  crimmaiity  tlic  prisoner 
at  that  bar,  should  be  read  agsinst  him,  even 
if  it  could  be  found  in  his  custody,  unless  it 
could  be  shown,  by  evidence,  that  he  was  ac- 
qiiainleij  its  contents,  and  had  ratified 
and  ref^u^iiized,  and  given  it  effect.  1  urn 
speaking  tn  the  hearing  of  an  honourable  and 
learned  ^entlcmitn.  one  of  the  counsel  for 
the  croMii,  who,  very  probablj^,  may  liave  an 
opportunity  of  eorrectms  me  in  stating  what 
I  understand.  Rtit  niyTe;irncd  frienn  an<l  I 
have  recently  considered  this  matiei ,  and  wc 
eertnnly  are  not  able  to  distinguish,  because 
it  was  argued  with  the  greatest  ingenuity 
there,  just  as  it  is  ar^iird  here,  that  if  n  docs 
not  come  ultimately  home  lu  the  perst>n  wlio 
is  to  be  accu^od  by 'it,  be  is  not  to  be  afiectcd 
by  it ;  hut  it  wn««  aniwpred  by  the  judges,  as 
I  lio|)c  it  will  he  by  vour  lordships  to  day, 
that  It  must,  first  of  all,  bo  brought  home  to 
the  person  who  is  to  be  affected  bv  it,  b(  fore 
it  is  suffered  to  be  read ;  for,  after  it  is  read, 
the  effisct  is  had,  and  that  is  the  danger  I 

*  iiet  Uardy's  Trial,  anti,  Vol.  94,  p.  893. 
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'  mmplain  of    Having  done  so,  T  do  beg  that 
J  your  lordships,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the 
jury,  may  recollect— I  beg  pardon  for  saying 
the  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I  addre^^s  myself  to 
tiie  Court — and  I  wish,  my  lord,  that  it  may 
be  recollected  that  I  showed  no  disposition 
'  to — on  the  contrary,  that  I  rather  hung  back 
:  from^the  argument,  because  I  conceived 
;  then,  as  I  conceive  now,  that  the  matter,' 
which  is  contained  in  this  book,  when  it  ia 
explained,   all   which  the  solicitor- general 
has  himself  staled,  will,  most  undoubtedly, 
not  produce  any  effect  which  I  have  any  oc* 
j  casion  to  shrink  from,  standing  in  this  place, 
1  either  as  I  represent  the  prisoner  at  the  bar, 
or  any  other  persons  liable  to  be  tried  for  the 
I  same  species  of  oflcnce. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £vre. — We  arc  en- 
tangled in  a  little  piixzle  anoiit  this  species  of 
!  evidence.*    If  the  question  is,  Whether  it  is 
now  to  be  read  ?  i  think  the  objection  rs  good. 
I  If  the  question  is  whether  it  is  evidence  ad- 
I  mi5»ible  not  yet  to  be  read,  but  to  be  read, 
!  or  not,  as  other  evidence  shall  bring  the 
matter  of  it  sufficieniiy  home  to  the  pri- 
soner ?  Then  the  oh^tion  is  ill  founded ;  Imt 
I  think  yon  irr  certainly  right  in  living, 
that  it  is  not  evidence  merely  from  the  hnd- 
ing  of  it  upon  Adams ;  it  is  not  ripe  to  be 
;  read;  and  it  'ms  m*t  read,  I  recollect  now,  in 
the  former  case,  until  Adams  himself  had 
been  called,  and  had  prayed  that  this  was  the 
book ;  and  that,  in  this  book,  were  regularly 
and  truly  entered,  all  tkw  proceedings  of  thia 
society. 

If  it  had  gone  to  the  length  of  the  proof, 

that  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  a  member,  afMi 
that  this  was  a  book  in  which  the  proceeding 
of  the  society  were  regularly  entered,  then  it 
wonld  be  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury,  subject 
to  all  those  observations  that  might  be  made 
upon  it,  the  entries  bei^g  carelessly  made 
or  entered,  in  the  abscnce  of  a  psiticular 
member. 

'  Mr.  hotetr. — ^The  parts  wrote  by  Mr.  Tooke 
himself  must  be  evidence. 

Lord  Chief  .lu'^tice  Ei/rf.— Certainly,  but  I 
do  not  aj>prehend  llui  goes  to  this  entry. 

Mr.  Carrow. — Mr.  iiorne  Tooke  said  hc- 
was  a  member  of  the  Constif  iitin.il  ^^iriftv. 

Mr.  Toitke. — Mr.  Carrow  mu'-t  not  slide  in 
upon  us  any  thing  that  has  not  yet  been  de> 
'  idrd.  I  pass  it  ny  ftt  present.  I  acquiesce 
in  what  your  lordship  has  decided,  if  the 
counsel  tot  the  erown  should  at  anytime, 
while  we  ttre  talking  upon  another  question, 
slide  in  something;  lhat  should  be  taken  as 
ijranlcd,  I  bcu  1  may  not  so  be  understood  to 
have  admittco. 

Lord  riiicf  .Tustice  Eyrr. — You  do  right  tO 
make  your  objection  at  the  time. 

Mr.  fhoke, — admit  I  paid  a  guinea  a  year 
for  the  last  ten  years,  \o  cci  ir.Ui  i  room  that 
otiicr  persons  had  a  title,  u^ton  the  same  cir- 

*  See  Biifc*s  Pleis  of  the  Crown,  pp.  98, 

119. 
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eum«i»5nc^»,  to  go  into,  but  1  was  not  a  mem- 
ber ot  a  corporation ;  I  was  uot  accountable 
Ibr  any  thing  that  passed ;  I  could  not  be  ac- 
countable^ hy'my  puckct,  for  a  farthing,  and 
therefore  it  would  be  strange  il'  I  should  be 
tlttvenbltt  with  ntvlife. 

Mr.  Garrow — I  humbly  inlreat  permission 
of  the  Court  to  make  one  or  two  ohiervations, 
flon  th«Tery  uncommon  situatbn  into  which 
the  prisoner  at  the  bprbismilme.  I  hope 
tbst.  upon  any  occasion,  when  called  upon 
to  di»ctiarge  a  professional  duty.  sUll  more 
upon  10  important  an  occadon  «•  tnis^I  should 
not  disgrace  myself  by  any  want  of  candour, 
decorum,  or  propriety.  My  lord,  I  may  trans- 
pcMy  but,  whenever  I  do,  I  hope  toat  the 
(nembers  of  my  profession  will  do  nre  Ihc 
justice  to  believe,  ffom  what  they  have  seen 
of  my  conduct,  that  it  most  he  from  that  error 
to  which  we  all  are  liable,  but  not  from  in- 
leotioo.  I  cannot,  upon  such  a  triaf  us  this, 
vhich  is  ever?  day,  in  soino  shape,  correct  or 
otherwise^ pubUshed  in  the  newspapers;  and 
I  have  great  rc-.ison  pcr«K)nally  to  complain, 
oa&Ue^tTy  and  purposely,  not  correct  with 
respect  to  myself,  in  the  course  of  the  last 
thai.  I  l  aiiMui  permit  all  thr  newspapers  of 
tomorrow  to  slate,  that  Mr  Tooke  Uau  found 
it  neeetsanr  to  complain,  upon  the  first  pro- 
duction oT  papers,  thai  >Ir.  Garrow  had 
thoi^ht  fit  to  endeavour  to  slip  something  in. 
Let  It  be  distinctly  understuoa  what  is  done; 
kt  my  conduct  be  dittiiictly  viewed,  and  then, 
those  whu  seek  to  point  me  otit  by  mi*^repre- 
tenlationb  by  name,  h^-  advertiseuicut^  paid 
Ibr,  cannot  represent  it  unfavourably  to  roc, 
whafevcf  ilifir  uhject  maybe.  All  this  will 
not  deter  me  from  doing  niy  duty,  under  the 
constitution  which  I  am  happy  to  be  the  sub- 
ject of;  for  I  think,  to  u^e  llie  language  of  a 
very  learned  jud|ce,  that  a  man  cannot  die  too 
soon,  when  be  <fies  doing  his  duty.  Let  it 
then  be  understood  what  it  is  I  have  been 
domz.  This  book  was  produced ;  nobody 
could  doubt,  that,  to  read  the  hand-writing  of 
the  gentleman  at  the  bar,  it  was  competent 
evidence.  We  have  Mr.  Adams  1o  "o  through 
those  other  stages  which  we  havcliuown  by 
esperienee  ft  was  necessary  to  ^  through,  in 
(mler  To  make  that  whole  b  ok  (  \  i  t  nee.  In 
the  course  of  thL%  Mr.  Tuoke  proposed  to 
make  some  admisnons  and,  upon  its  being 
Jtatec^,  it  this  was  to  prove  him  a  member 
of  the  CoosliUitional  Society,  he  said,  or  t 
wiaumlei Stood  him,  that  he  was  a  member  of 
this  Constitutional  Society.  I  am  not  repeat- 
ing that,  in  order  to  ^lip  in  something  in  the 
httuiug  of  the  jury ;  1  am  above  that  prac- 
tice; in  the  lowest  cause  that  could  ever  be 
lm«t«»d  to  me,  I  do  not  de^-ire  to  get  a  verdict 
for  any  body,  or  by  any  means,  by  means 
wlueh  disgrace  sll  that  attempt  them  by  such 
beans.  T  know  we  arc  upon  a  public  ihealrc, 
tiat  we  have  the  eyes  of  a  great  public  upon 
as;  and  that  w«  musl  condiict  ourselves  with 
propriefy^we  imiit  do  sor  there  is  no  merit 
in  doing  it. 
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What  is  it  I  have  been  dning  ?  Not  in  a 
whisper^  not  aside  to  the  jury,  to  make  an 
impression  upon  them; — said,  that  it  did 

happen,  as  it  appeared  to  mc,  that  Mr.  Tooke 
had  himself  said  he  was  a  member  of  that 
Constittktional  Sociefv. 

T  do  inlreat  Mr.  Tooke  to  bchtve,  thai  I  can 
have  no  personal  wishes;  he  and  I  luve  met, 
upon  former  occasions ;  I  have  thought  that 
nothing  had  ever  passed  between  us,  and  that 
he  had  n#'v>  r  seen  any  thin;;  ni  my  clMracter' 
that  couiii  induce  him  to  bcUeve  I  had  any; 
>  but  I  must  discbarge  my  duty :  I  hope  from 

hi^  rrind  nir.  wcW  as  my  frictuls,  tlmt  ihey 
wih  not  lake  these  opportunities  to  throw  out 
these  sort  of  insinuatioiis,  which  cannot  haviff 
the  effect  to  deter  me  from  doing  my  duty. 
I  beg  pardon  of  the  Court  for  having  tres- 
passed on  their  indulgence,  but,  when  such 
an  observation  as  that  was  made  by  a  gcn- 
'  tlenian  who  docs  not  make  any  observation 
lightly,  I  did  think  some  vindication  of  my- 
self was  necessary. 
!  Mr.  'Vuuhc. — I  beg  to  make  an  apology  to 
Mr.  Garrow.  I  did  not  mean  to  impute  any 
thin^  Co  him :  I  only  thought  it  necessary  for 
me,  m  a  situation  \vhcrc  T  am  so  materially 
cnxaged,  to  prevent  any  misapprehension.^  £ 
dia  not  mean  any  sort  of  reproach  to  him, 
nor  that  any  reproach  should  fall  upon  him, 
nor  any  reproach  in  the  newspapers,  which  1 
have  not  had  any  concern  with  for  twenty 
years.  As  to  calumnies  in  newspapers,  1  have 
a  volume  of  newspapers  here  full  of  criluTrv- 
nies.  I  have  read  ui  a  book,  formcily,  cursed 
is  he  who  revilcth  the  deaf. — My  lord,  I  have 
been  deaf,  blind,  lame,  and  dumb,  for  many 
months  past,  and  there  has  not  passed  a  sin- 
gle day,  while  I  was  bound  hand  and  foot  in 
cl>  uid  severe  custody,  that  papers,  paid  by 
the  ministry,  have  not  charged  mc  with  guil^ 
and  srith  wets  absolutely  false ;  and,  the 
attorn^-general,  who  is  so  careful  a  censor 
morum',  will,  1  am  sure,  do  me  justice  here- 
after ;  whether  I  escape  with  my  life,  or  not, 
he  will  take  care  that  the  justice  of  this  ooun- 
Xry  shall  nol  b^  run  down  in  the  manner  I 
can  show  your  lordsinp.  There  is  abuse  cvea 
printed  on  eartben-ware  as  well  as  sermons, 
books,  songs,  and  newspapers,  full,  at  which 
1  might  be  angry  as  well  as  that  gentleman — 
T  am  stire  I  meant  him  no  wrong;  he  never 
did  mc  any;  nor  <hd  I  mean  him  any  dis- 
grace ;  and  if  it  wiil  do  any  good  to  his  cha- 
racter, let  it  be  said  in  the  papers  to-morrow, 
that  I  humbly  be^  his  pardon. 

Mr,  (rarrow.— Mr.  Tooke  has  carried  his 
apolugv  much  farther  than  I  wi<:»hed . 

Lora  Chief  Justice  £yre- — I  have  permitted 
this  explan.itinn  to  go  to  its  full  length.  T 
i  ^^^^$t  on  sides,  that  there  may  be  no  oc- 
caston  4br  any  discussion  of  this  sort  agtun; 
it  is  very  unpleasant.  Tf  every  body  were  to 
state  their  complaints  of  the  oiiumny  of  news- 
papers, we  might  put  an  end  to  Ibis  trial,  and 
listen  to  nothing  else. 

Mr.  Monts  Gmeral  to  Mr.  William 
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Wood(all.— Do  jwi  know  the  hand- writing  in 

this  book  ?  (showing  it  to  the  witness). 

Mr.  That  book  is  all  my  hand- 

writing, 

Mr.  Wood/QtL-^  believe  it  to  be  Mr. 

Tooke's. 

Mr.  Attomn  Gmcrs/.— What  w  the  title 

ofit? 

Mr.  Woofyail,—li  is  writteo,  on  the  out- 
side, '*Coii8titulionalCtub.'' 

Mr.  Jhtniel  Adam  sworn. —Examined  by 
Mr.  - 


Have  you  been  secretary  to  the  wciety  for 
Constiiotional  lofonnation  for  ionic  jeers 
past  i — Yes. 

How  many  years  lieve  you  been  seeretery  f 

— Ten, 

Is  tl):it  one  of  the  books,  containing  the 
proceedings  of  the  society  ?  [showing  it  to 
the  wiiiicss.] — Yes. 

Are  the  entries  made  in  llir«r  hook<!  made 
by  you,  in  the  capacity  ot  secrcury  to  that 
society  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Tooke  was  a  member,  as  he  admits, 
during  the  last  ten  years;  it  you  turn  to  these 
cYitries,  you  will  see  the  names  of  persons 
.stated  a'i  being  present.  My  Question  is,  did 
yfou  put  down  the  names  of  such  as  were  pre« 
sent,  or  of  persons  that  were  not  present  r— I 
jnit  duun  the  names  of  t!iuse  that  were  pre- 
sent, and  not  present ;  I  will  explain  myself : 
— Ibey  came  into  the  room,  and  their  names 
were  put  down;  it  frequently  happened,  that 
they  went  away  soon  ader  ibeir  names  were 
put  down. 

Did  you  put  down  persons  who  were  not 

present,  at  «;ome  time  or  other,  oftfiosc  rv^n- 
mgs,  when  their  nanics  were  put  down  f — 
Sonic  gentlemen  frequently  dined  together  ; 
their  names  were  put  down  whetherthey  went 
aw^  as  soon  as  dinner  was  over  or  not,  as  at- 
lending  the  whole  evening. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  f[yr«. — Were  their 
names  put  down  before  they  went  lo  dinner  ? 
—At  seven  in  the  evening  their  names  were 
put  down,  though,  pertiaps,  they  vere  not 
iliere  at  seven  in  the  evening. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre, — At  seven  in  the 
evening  the  society  was  formedP — YeS. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Et/re. — And  were,  then, 
all  the  names  of  the  persons  that  bad  been  at 
dinner  pur  down,  whether  tbe^  remained  at 
the  hour  win  n  the  society  was  formed  or  not? 
— Yea,  if  tlicy  were  members  of  the  society. 

Mr.  BoiB>er*.-~IIow  did  you  begin  the  busi- 
ness, and  what  was  the  tirst  thing  duiie  at 
each  night  of  tbrir  a^^einbrmi;  ?— The  first 
business  wa«,  to  cnlcr  the  names,  and  to  read 
over  the  minntcsof  the  last  meeting. 

VVcrt;  the  bouks  produced  then,  with  the 
rcsoiutious,  and  the  entry  of  tlie  last  meeting 
inserted  in  Uiem»  at  every  subsequent  meet* 
iug,  so  as  to  be  read  at  the  subsequent  meetr 
ing  ?— Yes. 

And  was  it  the  practice  of  the  society,  that 
the  acts  of  the  toriLirr  im-cting  were  read  at . 
4be  subsequent  meeting  i:~Yes. 


Whether  Mr.  Tooke,  as  a  memBer  of  this 
society,  had,  or  not,  opportunities  of  recourse 
or  resort  to  these  books;  and  wlicther  there 
are  any  entries,  or  any  corrections  in  Mr. 
Tooke's  hand-writing? — I  do  not  know  that 
\bttt  are  any  corrections  in  Mr.  Tooke's  hand- 
writing  in  the  books. 

Were  the  books  laid  open  for  the  inspection- 
of  the  members  at  the  meetings? — Dufing 
the  meeting'},  at  no  other  times. 

Was  Mr^Tooke  a  frequent  attendant  there, 
or  only  seldom  ? — He  wa^  frequently  there. 

Was  he  as  frequently  liierc  as  any  other 
member  of  the  society, Whom  you  can  neaSt 
to  your  recollection  ?— He  was  frequently 
there;  but,  living  out  of  town,  he  did  not 
often  stay  quite  so  long  as  other  members. 

Ihit  w.i'v  in  in  the  habit  of  being  ;it  the  so- 
ciety at  the  time  these  bpoks  were  produced, 
after  the  dinner  was  over,  and  the  dinner 
party  broke  up  Veiy  often;  it  could  not 
always  be  the  case. 

Wa^  he  gtineraily,  or  only  seldom  ?— He 
was  frequently. 

Did  you  eopy  into  that  book  fnm  other 
minutes? — ^Yes. 

Given  to  you  by  other  persons ;  I  cooine 
my  question  to  minutes  given  by  Mr.  Tuokc  ? 
—I  cannot  say  that;  th^  were  tianded  up  to 
me  from  different  people  in  the  room. 

Look  at  that  Look  ;  is  that  one  of  the  booka 
of  the  society? — Yes  ;  but  some  of  these  ea^ 
tries  were  before  I  Mjas  secretary. 

Is  it  a  thing  you  put  down  at  random;  xxt 
do  you  put  it  down  as  certai!i  that  persons 
are  in  the  chair  whom  j^'ou  pui  Uown  as  beiirg 
in  the  diair? — ^As  bemg  in  the  chair;  bul 
they  do  not  always  remain  in  tht  cliLiir. 

When  there  are  two  chairmen  in  one  even- 
ing,  is  that  always  noticed  It  is  sometimes, 
but  not  always  noticed. 

I  understand  p'ou,  that  you  never  enter  a 
person  as  being  m  the  chair  that  was  imt  in 
the  chair,  though  he  may  not  have  lUud  all 
the  evening  ?—Cerlain!v  not. 

I  bclure  asked  you  wlicliier  that  book  cuii- 
tained  a  true  st;ite  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
society  ? — As  far  as  I  know,  as  far  as  I 
have  copied ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  co- 
pied them  correct ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  have 
not  made  any  mistake. 

But  you  have  not  made  any  wilful  mistakes^ 
—No. 

Mr.  Daniel  Adanu^'-^nu . eiamincd  by 
Mr.lbefte. 

Tlie  questions  put  to  you  by  thatgendeman 
I  see  have  rather  alarmed  you :  you  haw 

*  III  the  printed  report  of  this  trial,  taken  in 
short  hand  by  Blanchard,  some  parts  of  this 
cruba-cxamination  are  given  more  clearly  than 
by  Gurney ;  I  have  in  such  oases  eoirected 
Gurney's  report  accordingly  :  u  Ik  re  a  matellal 
difference  between  tlie  two  reports  occurs,  I 
have  mentioned  it  in  a  note,  Gurocy 's  aocot^t 
beiqg  sdhendto  ill  theteat. 
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ti\kr^  wilh  nT"  offener,  and  I  have  nothing  to  ^  year? — About 
auk  yoii  that  you  will  have  any  difficulty  in  [  know  exactl)r 
aotveriog.  A  gendeman  tells  me,  which  I 
hardly  kuew,  that  the  names  were  taken 
down  upoD  paper,  corrected  by  difiereot  per- 
mit aad  that  you  copied  them  afterwardls 
into  the  books  of  the  society,  sometimes  the 
same  night,  but  roost  commonly  after — was  it 
so  or  not? — ^The  minutes  ccrtamly  were  so; 
the  names  were  geaeiaUy  putupon  one  paper, 
and  the  resolutions  were  slips  of  paper  Ire- 
^uently,  most  generally. 

Did  you  enter  them  the  same  night,  or  at 
ciher  times? — At  other  times,  three  or  four 
(Uts  after ;  before  the  Friday  following. 

That  the  Court  may  perfectly  undentand 
the  cxaminalion  that  na^  fiocu  had,  I  would 
ask,  was  there  not  what  was  called  a  Consli- 
IntioBal  Club,  a  dinner  meeting,  besides  the 
aeciety  for  Constitutional  Information? — Yes. 

Tliat  dinner  club,  of  whicli  the  gentlemen 
tiavc  the  green  book  which  contaioii  nothing 
but  the  names  of  persons  who  dined  there  ? — 
—I  beliete  aolhiiig  eiae;'— 1  never  law  much 
of  it. 

Do fo« remember  that  tfure  waea  regular 

Arner  ? — Surely. 

MX  what  hour  ? — Four,  or  a  quarter  past  four 
-4be&eTe  four  exactly. 

Was  that  dinner  company  only  of  persons 
members  of  the  society,  or  visitors,  and  others  ? 
^-Of  every  gentleman  whom  any  person 
thon^t  proper  to  bring  with  him. 

How  many  years  have  you  been  secretary 
of  this  society  r— I  believe  ten  years. 

Was  I  a  member  before  you  were  teeretary, 
•r  afterwards  ? — Before. 

When  first  you  were  a  candidate  to  be  6e- 
cMlvjr  to  the  Society  for  Constittitional  In> 
formation,  was  it,  or  was  it  not,  known  and 
declared  that  you  had  a  place  under  govern- 
xaeai  at  the  same  tiow  f — Yes  ;  it  was  anowo 
tbatlkad. 

Wa«  it  known  that  you  had  permission 
irom  some  persons  belonging  to  the  board 
where  you  had  a  place,  to  become  secretary 
to  thr  ronstitutiooil8ocie^?--Ccrtaiiily  aot 
from  the  board. 

Some  persons  hdanging  to  the  board?— > 
Vot  by  some  persons  that  belonged  to  the 
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but  I  do  not 


How  much  of  that  went  (at  the  regular 

expenses  of  the  society,  the  sccrtlary,  the 
room,  paper,  pens^  ink,  messengers,  aud  so 
ibrth  ^'^'At  that  time  about  fifty  pounds. 

Then  there  was  about  ten  poun'ls  a  year 
left  to  overturn  the  governnient  with  ;  were 
you  generally  in  arrears,  or  in  advance  ?— » 
In  advance  generally  to  the  society. 

I  ask  this  question  only  to  show  the  riches 
of  the  society;  how  capable  they  were  to 
overturn  the  great  weight  of  government. 
Do  you  recollect  any  ihinp  of  the  Ojih  of 
October,  1793  ?  do  you  recollect  some  motion 
tiiat  was  made  for  another  meeting  to  be 
called  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consi- 
deration whether  they  would  or  not  send  de- 
legates to  the  BritisQ  Convention  in  Scot« 
land  f — I  cannot  charge  my  recollection^ 

Mr.  Bmer. — If  you  entered  it,  1  presume 
it  will  be  tuund  ux  the  book  t* 

Mr.  Tookt.—lMto.  to  the  book,  the  95th  of 
October,  1793,  if  you  please.  It  is  not  to 
delay  the  time  of  the  Court. 

Lord  Chief  JosUoe  £jFre.*^Bo  not  imagine 
thai  we  thi  nk  so,  go  on  \n  your  own  course. 

Mr.  Tookc. — Do  you  find  Mr.  Tooke's 
name  there?— Yes. 

Do  you  now  recollect  what  passed  at  that 
meeting  f  do  you  recollect  that  an  extraordi- 
nary meeting  was  proposed  to  be  held?— I  re- 
member there  was  soch  a  thing. 

Was  INlr.  Tooke  present  at  that  time? — I 
do  nol  believe  that  he  was. 

Cannot  you,  by  the  circumstances,  be  sure 
that  lie  was  not  ? — Yes  ;  I  am  certain  he  waS 
not,  because  he  went  away  very  early. 

That  was  an  eatmordinary  meeting,  called 
for  the  purpose  of  considcrinq;  whether  they 
should  senu  delegates  to  the  liritiith  Conven- 
tion N-He  certainly  was  not. 

Lx>rd  Chief  Justice  Eijre. — Tljen  what  yoi» 
say  is,  that  Mr.  Tooke  was  not  there  at  the 
time  that  proposilion  was  made? — lie  was  uot. 

Lord  Chil  l  J  --tice  £yre.>~llad  he  been 
there  before  ? — Yes  ;  .ind  wa«  cjone. 

Mr.  'iyoAc— Do  you  recollect  that  lor  Uie 
purpose  of  that  oatraordinary  meeting,  which 
was  held  on  the  2r>lh,  only  three  days  after, 
you  were  directed  to  send  summonses  to  the 
diHerent  members  do. 

Is  not  that  a  circumsl.incc  by  which  yo^ 
recollect  tliat  I  was  not  there  at  the  lime  if— 
It  is. 

Do  you  recollect  that  you  did  not  sciid  a 
summons  to  me  upon  that  occasion,  bul  that 
two  members  of  the  society  uuiicrlouk  to 
come  down  to  inform  me  of  it?— I  do. 

Do  you  remember  the  names  of  those  prr- 
sons  who  undertook  to  inform  me  of  that  cx- 
trsordlnaiy  meeting  F— I  believe  I  do. 

Mention  them?— I  think  they  were  Mr. 
Sinclair  and  Mr.  John  Williams. 
When  the  extraordinary  meeting  was  held 


aome  person?— It  was  understood  so 

bj  a  very  particular  friend  of  mine  ten  years 
ago,  that  I  was  secretary  to  that  society. 

That  it  would  not  be  offensive  to  the 
boitdr'-*!  do  not  know  that  it  went  so  far  as 
fhaL 

Have  you  the  books  of  accounts  of  the  So- 
msty  for  Constitutional  Information,  or  were 
ti)ey  s'^izrr!  with  the  othrr  looks ?->They 
iHsre  Ktzed  with  the  other  books. 

Do  you  reooUeet  what  wastbe  osual  sub- 
scription paid  by  the  different  members  of 
the  society  ? — A  guinea  a  year. 

Was  the  sodety  very  lichl— Never. 

hat  sum  of  money  do  you  think  all  the  ■  on  the  28th,  do  you  recollt^xt  whether  I 
lubsci^ptMUis  togisUier  might  amouot  to  in  a  j  there,  or  not     iou  were  not  Uicm, 
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Have  YOU  good  reasons  to  know  that  I  op- 
posed stroDgly,  and  disapproved  with  au^er, 
the  sending  of  those  delegates  to  the  British 
Convcnlion  in  Scotland  ? — I  certainly  have. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Ej^t. — What  reason 
have  you  to  know  th^l From  a  conver:»a- 
tion  w'itb  Mr.  l«<ke  hiimelf. 

Mr.  lu  Ay.  Have  not  you  otyier  rca 
sons?  had  not  you  convcr'^uliuns  with  other 
persons  It  was  the  general  opinion  that 
Mr.  Touke  ohjrcled  to  it;  it  was  the  opinion 
of  Idr.  binclair  and  Mr.  Williams,  1  believe^ 
who  waited  upon  him. 

Can  you  recall  to  your  memory  any  pcri^ons 
wraDglmn;  with  me  atierwarda  tor  that  opi- 
nion of  minef  can  ^ou  recollect  at  any  sub- 
sequent meeting  aoy  angry,  any  strong 
words  between  me  and  any  other  memljer, 
because  I  (ltd  not  attend  tliat  meeting,  be- 
cause I  did  not  approve  of  titat  business? — t 
cannot  reroilect ;  hut  I  know  it  was  under- 
Stood  by  most  ot  tlie  members,  or  all  of  Ihe 
members  present,  that  Mr.  Tooke  did  not 
attend  that  meeting  because  be  disi^provcd 
of  the  measure. 

Do  you  recollect  a  report  among  different 
nirnibfrs  of  the  society  in  con'^cquence  of 
that,  that  I  vras  bribed  bjr  tlie  govenuneotf 

— (  s. 

Was  Mr.  Yorkc  a  member  of  the  Sodety 
for  Constitutiunal  Information?— I  never  un- 
derstood that  be  was. 

I  mention  it  because  it  has  been  stated  to* 

day  that  he  through  illne-s  did  not  go  to  the 
British  Convention  where  he  was  sent.  Cau 
you  state  the  reason  why  be  did  not  go  f — 
Because  he  wanted  money. 

Was  there  any  money  for  Mr.  Yorke  i — 
None, 

^^  I  there  much  money  ftr  Mr.  Sindairf 

— Hardly  any. 

Did  you  beud  him  a  letter  in  answer  to  his 
request  for  money  ? — Yes. 

Of  what  nature  was  it?— Advising  him  to 
come  lioroe,  as  it  was  the  general  upmion  t|iat 
he  had  better  not  be  there. 

The  general  opioion  of  whom       the  so- 

Then  you  understood  this  to  be  the  purport 
of  Robins  '-  lo  ter  to  him  The  letter  IS  here, 
I  wiili  to  retcr  to  it. 

Mr.  iuuke. — If  the  letter  is  here,  I  hope  it 
will  be  produced. 

Mr.  White. — What  is  the  date  of  it. 

Mr.  jTcw/w.— September  or  October,  1793. 
It  shows  that  the  whole  society,  except  four 
or  five,  were  extremely  angry  at  the  measure, 
and  would  not  subscribe  twopence  to  itj  foe- 
cause  they  did  not  like  It.  Do  you  thmk  I 
em  subscribed  any  thing  upon  tbst  grouadf 
—I  think  Mr.  Tooke  did  not. 

I  siippose  the  list  can  be  found  ? — This  is 
one  of  mv  letters ;  I  do  not  know  whether  It 
is  that  which  Mr.  Tooke  refers  to. 

Is  it  the  discouraging  letter  P — It  is  one  of 
the diiooaraging  letters;  I  wrote nore  tfaan 

onediaowngiDS  l*tt^  ^ 


Mr.  Attorney  General. — Whose  hand-writ- 
iog  is  that  letter,  and  how  much  of  it  is  Mr. 
Tooke's? — I  never  saw  the  hand^writine  in 
my  life,  till  I  saw  it  at  the  society's,  nor  00  K 
know  %vh«jsc  hand  writing  it  is.. 

Louk  ill  the  back  of  it. 

Mr.  7ooA;e.— What  it  written  on  the  back 
is  my  hand-wriiinc^  Do  you  recollect  to 
what  tune  the  society  adjourned  after  this 
sending  of  delegates  to  the  British  Conven- 
tion on  the  38th  of  October?— To  the llth  of 
Movember. 

To  what  time  did  they  adjourn  from  the 

8th  of  November  ?  -To  the  6lh  of  December. 

On  the  (ith  of  December,  to  wiiat  time  did 
ihey  then  a<\jourif  P— To  the  10th  of  January. 

So  it  appears  that  the  society  so  little  liked 
t!ic  hnsinrst,  which  four  or  five  members  had 
done ;  that  during  the  silting  ot  the  British 
Convention,  and  when  the  delegates  wanted 
support,  Ihoy  first  adioiuned  f  r  a  mondt; 
then  met  and  adjourned  tor  five  weeks ;  that 
does  not  show  great  eagerness  in  that  cause. 
Lo(jj<  to  the  'ilst  of  June,  1703,  to  the  n  imf? 
of  the  persons  who  were  then  present ;  do 
you  find  Mr.  Yorke's  name  there  r — Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  that  you  objected  to  hie 
being  present,  supposing  him  not  to  be  m 
member  f — I  do. 

Do  you  recollect  that  the  wntlemen  pre- 
sent intended  then  to  have  adjourned  to  the 
next  winter;  an<l  can  you  recollect  any  mem- 
ber, then  present,  strongly  endeavouring  to 

Eersuade  the  society  that  something  ought  lo 
e  done,  by  way  of  deciaratiou,  or  something 
or  other?— Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  \h\l  Mr  Yorke  pushed 
very  hard  for  aiiojlher  meeting  ? — Yes. 

And  that  another  meeting  was  held  to 
oblige  him  ? — Ye.s. 

And  that  an  address  v'a<?  onlered  by  the 
society  to  he  drawn  up  to  tlie  nation  > — Yea, 
And  that  it  was  never  drawn  f;i>  Yes. 
Air  7 "(x^/i <•.---!  do  not  know  that  .Mr.  Yorke 
has  !>aid  or  done  any  thing  improper  i  if  he 
has,  it  must  be  pinned  upon  his  back;  a  gen« 
man  mcrt^  in  a  <>ociety,  and  pniposos  ^omc~ 
thing  whicb  others  do  not  approve,  and  they 
negative  his  motion ;  he  goes  300  miles  on, 
and  there  he  does  something  which  in  thought 
to  be,  or  mijht  be  wrong,  that  is  attempted 
to  he  given  1(i  evidence,  to  fa.>ten  it  upoi) 
those  n)en  who  would  not  suffer  hiin  to  do  it 
in  the  pi  irp  where  they  met  him.  I  drf»w 
this  Jrom  the  evidence  lo  show  your  lord- 
ship upon  what  these  treason**  arc  built. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  F.yre. — It  will  depend 
upon  the  subsequent  conduct  of  the  other 
persons  with  regud  to  that. 

Mr.  T(H>A(.— It  has  been  done  in  this 
speech^  but  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any 
harm  m  this  very  spwrh  of  Mr.  Yorke*s. 
Lord  (  hief  Justice  Eyrr  —W  the  case  was 
Yorke's  Speech  was  printed  and  brought 
back  to  that  society  and  then  approved  of, 
though  it  could  not  be  imputed  to  the  society 
in  leipeet  of  their  fomief  conduct  towardl 
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Yorke.  it  would  be  imputed  to  them  io  respect 
of  thair  stibsequeot  amduct. 

Mr.  Too/ce.— >I  agree;  that  because  then 
tticy  could  do  soraething  themselves.  That 
^las  io  the  last  tr'ul  eawftvoufed  to  be  put 
upon  llnr  ly  ;  and  it  happened  that  what  Mr. 
Yofke  endeavoured  to  say  io  Loudon,  and 
was  prevented,  he  weat  to  York  or  SbeflKeld, 
and  said  it  there ;  that  was  ctidetvotued  to 
be  put  irpon  Hardy. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Ejfre. — Hardy  had  no 
wroog  done  him  in  that  respect,  because  there 
was  evidence  to  briog  bone  the  conduct  of 
Yorke  to  Uardy. 

Mr.  Taoke. — But  your  lordship  will  sec  the 
wrong  that  nt!l  be  oone  us,  if  what  is  done 
by  one  is  tu  be  imputed  to  the  whole ;  it  is 
tata  eorMratioD»  it  is  a  iu»i-entity. 

Lord  Chief  Juslico  £jrr«d~t  an  perfectly 
aware  of  that 

Mr.  Tooke.  —  l  certainly  rem»nod  when 
many  respectable  characters  Quitted  the 
society  :  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  the  dyke  of 
JiLichinond,  and  many  others ;  they  bad  rea- 
mm  for  quitting^  but  because  I  was  more 
consi«trnt  thnn  tncy,  it  would  be  rery  hard 
that  J  shnuid  t>e  tbougbl  more  cnmujal.  Mr. 
AdkDs,  you  know  that  I  lived  al  some  distance 
irom  London  ?—Yrs 

Have  you  ever  been  at  Mr.  Tooke's  house  f 
—Yes. 

Do  yoa  know  tint  his  haSfy  is  very  snail  P 

•—Yes. 

Do  you  know  that  his  gardener  goes  to  bed 
at  nine  o'clock,  and  eets  up  to  work  in  the 
monung  at  four  o'tlodi  ? — 1  cannot  tell  thit. 

Do  you  know  Mr,  Tooke  desired  to  get 
liome  very  early  Yes. 

And  frequently  went  away  when  Uie  society 
met — Yea. 

And  that  sometimes  he  staid  to  make  up 
JUn«"  for  a  ballot,  and  then  went  away  ? — Yes. 

Do  not  you  know  that  you  have  frequently 
requested  me  to  stay  in  order  to  prevent  the 
society  doing  any  act?*  Do  not  you  know 
that  for  upwards  of  two  years  my  declared 
opuiion  Ui  you  was,  that  the  society  should 
ii^  upon  their  oars,  and  adjourn  to  as  distant 
day^  a*'  they  could  ? — Certainly 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  must  be  a  very  uncommon 
leader,  my  lord.  Mr.  Adams,  do  not  you  know 
that  I  wn"  always  ready  to  sign  anything  that 
^ou  wished  not  to  sign.f  Did  I  or  not, 
alu.!.}^  ^y,  that  I  never  wotdd  consent  to 

^  The  two  preceding  questions  are  thus 
reported  byBbnehard:  **  Does  he  [the  wit- 
ness] know,  that  sometimes  I  have  stayed,  at 
Mr.  Adams's  request,  to  make  nine  fur  i\ 
ballot,  and  gone  away  in  order  to  prevent  tiie 
eodety  from  doing  any  thing  at  all,  or  to  ad- 
journ ?"— "  1  tiat  I  have  ceruinly." 

t  The  hrst  part  of  this  question  Blanchard 
fUts  as  a  separate  and  very  different  question. 
**  Docs  Mr.  Adams  know  that  Mr.  Tooke 
was  always  ready  to  sign  any  Uhoe  that  Mr. 
iitett  wUcd  lum  to  eigaP^" 


any  thing  which  I  would  not  myself  sign  ?— I 
think  you  have  always  said  so. 
Have  1*  not  sometimes  done  so? — Fie> 

quently. 

Do  you  know  who  was  called  the  Mbm 
and  founder  of  that  society  M^jor  Cait* 
wrieht. 

Have  you  ever  read  the  report  of  the  Secret 

Committee  of  the  House  of  Coranions? — No. 

Did  you  ever  read  the  books  and  papers, 
except  those  which  were  sent  to  the  society 
for  Constitutional  Information?  were  you  ac- 
quainted with  the  hooks,  papers,  and  com- 
munications of  other  societies?  —  Certainly 
not. 

Was  it  the  custom  with  members  of  th? 
Society  tor  Constitutional  Information,  when 
they  met,  to  read  over  the  hooks  of  their  own 
society  ? — O,  no. 

Not  being  a  partnership  book  in  which 
their  fortunes  were  much  concerned,  they  did 
not  trouble  themselves  then  much  to  know 
what  had  h«'#  n  eiitcred  in  it  at  different  times? 
—No;  they  hardly  ever  looked  al  it. 

Mr.  2Valbe«— I  aslnd  this  question  that  ttio 
prosecutor  may  perceive,  that  so  far  from 
being  accountable  for  that  monstrous  collec- 
tion of  diflwrent  societies,  that  they  did  not 
know  their  own  collection  ;  they  never  read 
what  was  in  their  own  books. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — ^Do  yoti  mean  a 
(lifr(  icnt  reading  from  the  minutes^I  think 
you  said  the  mmutes  were  read  over  alwi^ 
before  vou  bcjB;an  your  business } — Yes. 

Lord  Chiei  Justice  £vre.— That  they  were 
in  the  liabit  of  reading  toe  Ibrmer  minutes  f-* 
Yes. 

Mr.  Tbelkf.— They  were  laughine  and  talk* 

ing  of  sonicthinselse  ;  there  is  notnine  much, 
your  lordship  will  see  it  you  look  at  them,  to 
engage  any  lN>dy's  attention^Do  you  know, 
or  can  you  recollect,  that  wlien  I  could  not 
stay,  you  *  have  spoken  to  some  particular 
friends  to  beg  them  to  get  an  adjournment  of 
the  society  i — It  may  have  happened  ODce  or 
twice,  I  do  not  know  that  it  has  more. 

I  do  not  want  to  put  you  in  a  hurry;  I 
know  your  dispo.sition  very  well.  What  was 
usually  the  nvimlier,  as  wfll  n-?  you  can 
recollect,  one  time  with  anuttier,  ot  persolia 
who  met  together  at  that  society  ?— I  shoidd 
not  suppose  more  than  ten,  upon  an  average  ; 
there  have  been  thirty,  and  sometimes  not 
more  than  rix. 

Were  they  armed  with  pikes  or  muskets  ?— 
No. 

Did  you  ever  hear  any  talk  of  any  thino'  of 
that  kind  in  the  society? — Never  in  my  life. 

Were  all  the  members  of  the  society,  do  you 
believe,  of  the  same  way  of  thinking? — ^No; 
I  think  not. 

You  believe  there  were  sometimes  dehrtesf 
—Yes. 

And  sonetines  a  cootiatiety  of  opinion  I— 
Otetdjso. 


*  Blnnchard  says  "  Have  you.** 

t  <A€Goidiiig  tD  Miiicbanl  It  Is  Ilmf^**  Jkc« 
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Wat  tliei««ver  in  the  society  mch  a  tfaing 
at  a  secret  commillee  ? — Never. 

Was  not  every  thing  transacted  o^cuiy  and 
publicly?— Yea. 

Thprr  u-rrc  ri  nrcnt  mnny  orders,  I  perceive; 
but  first  were  there  frequent  comoiitlees  of 
correspondence  f^Yes,  frequently. 

Did  they  ever  correspond  or  write  any  thing? 
do  not  believe  there  weie  above  ooe  or 
two  letters  ever  wrote. 

lathe  ccmrae  of  the  ten  years  ? — Yes. 

I  sec  in  the  reports  that  va«.t  numbers  of 
papers  were  urdercd  to  be  printed,  a  hundred 
tbouiaod,  I  believe,  once,  to  be  sent  to  all  the 
correspondents  in  England,  Irnnrr,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland ;  were  auv  papers  printed  ? 

Mr.  if  <liiiiM.-~Shall  I  trouUe  you  to  know 
what  r  r  ^  ]  1  tion  it  was  ? 

I  do  not  recollect;  but  were  there  ever  a 
hundred  thousand  printed  of  any  thing? — 
No;  nor  a  quarter  of  the  number.  I  do  not 
mean  tu  i<»y  th  u  thrre  ever  were  more  than 
five  or  six  thuubatiJ  ol  any. 

Mx.  Ativnuv  CeneraL — I  understooil  yi  u 
to  say,  that  a  hundred  thousand  were  ordered 
to  be  pnntedf  but  that  you  do  not  kaow  of 
more  than  five  thouiand  bMog  printed?— I 
( annot  say  eiacUy,  to  five  thouiand  of  any 
one  work. 

Mr.  Toofce.^But  do  you  recollect  that  a 

luindrcd  tliousand  were  ordered  to  be  printed 
oi  soitiethiog,  and  that  it  was  never  printed 
at  all?  —  Yes;  I  was  ordered  not  to  print 
tbeoi* 

Do  you  recollect  a  grc^t  nnnihpr  ofcorres- 
potidents  in  France,  Scotland,  and  Ireland, 
that  the  todety  hadP — I  do  not  know  that 
we  ever  corretpooded  with  any  body,  except 
in  France. 

Were  the  numher  of  letters  which  they 
sent,  or  that  they  received,  the  greater F—lo 
Trance  we  never  answered  one. 

But  I  mran  any  where  else:  did  other 
societies  write  to  lit,  and  we  oe|i)iect  to  answer 
them  ?— Yes. 

Were  we  ot"lca  rt|>ruaciicd  for  so  doing? — 
Verv  nueh  so. 

When  I  went  away  from  the  society,  which 
1  Ubuaiiy  did  early,  did  not  some  otltcr 
member  of  the  society  usually  go  home  wilh 
BDC  ? — Yes,  sometimes. 
,  Do  you  recollect  who  i — Sometimes  Mr. 
Sharpe  used  to  go  with  you. 

when  yuu  were  first  appointed  secretary 
vas  it  not  the  custom  of  the  society  to  print 
pamphlets,  and  olhcr  things,  and  dibtriibutc 
them  gratis?— Yei. 

7T-1S  that  been  the  case  for  the  la^t  tlirec  or 
lour  years?— No;  there  have  been  pamphlets 
priatedt  and  given  away,  or  taken  away;  I 
no  not  know  that  they  have  rver  been  distri- 
buted or  sent ;  I  cannot  charge  my  memory 
with  any,  they  hate  been  aomlling,  ifthoe 
have  been  any. 

Do  YOU  recollect  that  before  you  were  dis- 
misi>eU  from  your  emplovmeut,  y(ui  men* 
txHied  your  eapcctations  utt  you  ihould  be 
)io»  to  Mr.  Tooka^  did. 


Can  you  reeoUect  the  advice  Mr.  Tooka 

jrave  yoit  upon  that  occasion?  —  I  do  int 
know  that  I  can  exactly ;  I  believe  it  to 
speak  to  lir  John  Dick,  one  of  the  board, 
whom  yon  thought  a  gDod*natitied  man,  I 

believe. 

I  know  him  mtimatcly  myself,  and  could 
have  spoken  to  him  for  you;  but  can  you 
recollect  my  saying,  that  the  society  would 
never  be  able  to  do  you  any  good  ? — I  do  not 
recollect  that. 

Let  me  try  by  another  rircnmstance;  can. 
you  recollect  my  advisius;  y<*u  lo  do  yourself 
good,  and  let  us  so  far  be  the  iustrument  of 
good,  hy  poirt;^  to  those  under  wh«m  you  had 
a  place,  and  i^iving  them  all  the  books  and 
informatron  you  possibly  could  relative  to  out 
society ;  and  that  I  would  justify  your  cha- 
racter for  so  doing? — I  do  not  recollect  it. 

But  the  fact  is  so.  Wishing  to  serve  the 
secretary,  and  knowing  no  other  method,  I 
wished  him  to  do  that  of  which  h  e  has  been, 
I  believe,  falsely  accused.  Had  the  piivy 
council  our  books  of  account  ? — ^Yes. 

Of  the  expenditure  and  receipt? — Yes. 

Were  any  questions  asked  you  concerning 
tbem?~Ioo  not  recoUert  there  were  about 
the  receipts. 

Is  it  not  absolutely  certain  that  if  they 
looked  to  the  books  of  expenditure,  it  must 
have  been  known  by  those  who  looked  at  the 
orders  for  the  number  to  be  pnnted^  whether 
they  were  printed  or  not? 

Mr.  AUamtjf  Ge»er«/.— The  book  would 
better  shew  it. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £wr«.— That  can  pro<- 
perly  only  be  known  by  the  books  tbemsefvea. 
It  comes  prctfy  mucli  to  the  same  thing,  if 
you  ask  Jiiim  whether  the  state  of  the  hnances 
of  the  society  enabled  them  to  print. 

Mr.  Tooke. — They  would  be  able  to  see 
whether  the  finances  enabled  them  to  print  ^ 
—Yes,  certainly. 

Can  you  guess  why  in  the  report  which 
mentions  that  they  were  ordered  to  be  printctT, 
it  Wiis  not  inserted  that  they  were  never 
printed ;  do  you  know  any  reason  why  it  waa 
nut  inserted  that  they  wrre  net  printed  ;  and 
since  it  may  be  seen  by  the  book  ot  expendi- 
ture, that  none  were  printed,  do  you  know 
any  rt  :r  i  ii  why  the  order  should  be  put  in, 
and  tiie  non-perlbrmance  of  that  ordex 
omitted  I  cannot  tell  the  reason ;  I  believe 
it  was  never  meant  that  they  should  ba 
printed. 

I  see  on  the  14th  of  November,  a  hundred 
thousand  copies  ordered  to  be  priotcd  for  our 
corrcjipondcnts  in  Great  Britain,  and  Ireland; 
had  the  society  any  correspondents  iu  Ire- 
land ?— Ko ;  I  do  not  recollect  that  they  had ; 
I  tannol  take  upon  me  to  say  ;  I  believe  not. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yrr.  —  Vou  do  not 
know  of  any  ?— I  do  not  recollect  an  v. 

Mr.  Toohc.—Ww'c  you  often  licard  me  joke 
and  laugh  at  the  insignificance  of  that  society  f 
—Very  often. 

Have  you  ever  heard  flw  dadaie  myieir  a 
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mciKj  to  universal  suffrage? — I  catmol  imme- 
diately bring  forward  that  eipression  exwily. 

Inivrrsalsuffragn  means  that  cvetjf  person 
lu  luigiaud  bhouid  have  a  vote  iox  a  member 
of  pirTtamciit  ?— I  have  heard  you  express  it 

ID  th..t  fi^!it. 

jOo  jou  reoiciiiber  wheo,  aod  upon  what 
wcnioo?  you  misunderstand  me  now-~ 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre.— You  hnvc  heard 
Mr.  tlorne  Tuoke  speak  for  it;  is  that  what 
JOU  say  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Taoke.—Ym  fear  there  should  be  any 
mor.  Whether  you  have  heard  me  at  any 
toue  say  that  I  was  for  a  rrprcsentition  of  the 
people  uniwrsally,  that  every  man  should 
have  equally  a  vole? — I  have,  certainly. 

Mr.  Tuoke. — i  believe  be  is  the  only  man 
in  the  world  that  ev<er  did  hear  me. 

Mr.  Jd'ims. — If  I  hiivc  ^;iid  anything  I  did 
not  uniQedi»teIy  understand,  X  should  be  very 
sorry. 

ijerd  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Do  you  wish  to 
explain  any  thin^  you  have  said? — I  would 
vjAti  Mr.  1  ooke  should  explain  any  thing. 

Jjftd  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — No;  have  you 
jvmM  aojr  wish  to  eiplain  aoy  thingj*— > 

Ifr.  TVolv.— Do  you  recollect  major  Cart- 

wT'glit  proposing  his  four  propositions  of  the 
Declaration  of  Higbts;  or  do  you  know  any 
thing  about  the  D«;lamtioii  of  Rights? — I  be- 
lieve it  was  not  in  my  time. 

Wcrr  you  present  at  the  anniversary  of  tite 
•ocicty  Ujc  2d  of  May  laisl? — Yes. 

Do  you  remember  what  passed  from  me  on 
that  day;  do  you  remember  the  substance  of 
what  I  might  then  say? — I  do  not  indeed. 

No  part  of  it^--•I  could  not  call  to  my  re- 
collectjun  ariv  part,  I  was  so  much  engaged. 

Will  your  memory  enable  you  to  recollect 
the  amuvermry  of  the  Rendi  Revolulkm  io 
the  year  170O?— I  remember  attending  it; 
irjs  it  At  tiie  Shakesp<^ar? 

Mr.  Tooke. — No, at  the  Crown  and  Anchor ; 
do  you  remember  earl  Stanhope  being  hi  the 
chair? — Sit,  T  do  not. 

Ai  far  as  you  could  perceive,  and  as  far  as 
JOU  reeoUect,  do  you  ttiink  that  I  put  the  so- 
ciety on  too  strong  measures,  or  kept  them 
Uck;  do  you  think  that  1  was  forward  ? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — ^You  put  your 
question  very  distinctly  before. — I  do  not 
know  how  far  i  might  judge  of  strong  mea- 
mres :  ihcre  were  some  questions  put  I  tnought 
too  strong;  there  were  other  questions  you 
endeavoure'l  to  prevent :  ihere  was  nothing 
that  I  ever  had  an  iiiea  ut  about  treason. 

Was  there  any  thine  which  cave  you  cause 
to  think  that  any  of  the  memoers  of  the  so- 
ciety ever  inteodi^l  either  to  depose  or  jkili  the 
kiarf— Ob,  no! 

Did  you  ever  think  they  intended  to  lake 
arms,  or  accomplish  aoy  thing  by  force 

Did  you  think  they  were  either  bold  enough 

or  ttrom/  enough  ? — Oh  no,  never ! 
Wli4it  do  you  think  was  the  object  of  tlie 


greater  part  or  all  of  that  society? — The 
greater  part  was  for  a  Parliameotary  Reform, 
and  perhaps  nM  might  be;  but  some  of  them 
took  it  in  a  diliereat  view  from  what  I  did. 

Do  you  think  that  these  were  sly  fellows, 
wlio  meant  something  that  they  din  not  sayf 
— No ;  I  believe  they  meant  all  they  said. 

You  think  they  were  ^eeie  f-^Yes. 

You  have  every  reason  to  think  so  ? — Yes. 

And  no  reason  to  think  the  contrary  > — 
No;  I  had  every  reason  to  believe  they  were 
sincere  in  what  they  said.  ^ 

Yfiti  do  not  think  they  made  use  of  this  as 
a  pretext  forsomctliing  else :  you  do  not  think 
that  with  their  great  wealth  or  fbrce  of  arms, 
they  meant  to  subvert  the  government ;  bnt 
that  they  were  sincere  in  wishing  a  rctorm  m 
the  Commons  House  of  Parliament  P— 'Yes ; 
a  reform  in  the  Commons  House  of  Parlia- 
ment :  but  they  were  not  all  of  tlie  same  opi- 
nion in  the  manner  of  doing  it ;  some  went 
farther  than  others,  undoubtraly. 

Do  you  recolleet  any  corrrNpondencc  be- 
tween the  Miciety  for  Constitutiotial  Informa- 
tion  and  Skirving,  or  any  person  residing  in 
Scotland? — I  recollect  their  sending  a  letter, 
biit  not  our  answering  any ;  if  it  is  so,  it  is  in 
the  books,  which  I  beg  to  refer  to. 

Have  you  kept  back  any  letters,  or  papers, 
or  correspondence  wtiatever;  arc  there  any 
but  what  have  been  given  up  or  that  have 
been  seized  on? — I  do  not  know  of  any ;  it  is 
possible  that  there  may  be  some,  but  never 
Kept  buck  intentionally. 

Can  you  recollect  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  of  Corr'  -ponflrme  on  the  4th  of 
April,  1794—**  Resolved  tiiat  there  be  ap- 
pointed aCoromittee  of  Correspondence  ef  the 
members  of  this  society  Yes. 

Can  you  recollect  m  what  manner  that 
committee  of  correspondence  was  appointed  f 
— In  the  usual  way  1  think. 

But  ean  you  recollect  this,  that  I  bcinp  re- 
ouested  to  be  a  nicuibcr  of  that  committee, 
oeciared  that  neither  my  health  nor  my  busi- 
ness would  permit  mc  to  be  a  member  of  it?— 
Give  me  leave  to  read  the  minutes. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre.— Do  you  remem- 
ber what  Mr.  HorncTot)ke  says? — Yes,  1  do 
remember  it;  that  his  health  would  not  per- 
mit him  to  be  on  that  comnnttee.* 

Mr.  7*(>a/;<:.— Did  1  ever  meet  the  com- 
mittee i — 1  believe  never:  1  do  not  know 
that  the  committee  itself  ever  did  meet. 

Do  you  reeoUect  how  the  Committee  ofCo> 
operation  was  appointed.  The  resolution  is  : 
"  That  the  committee  of  correspondence  ap- 
pcMnted  by  this  soeiety  be  the  committee  lor 
correspondenr^  :ir;d  co-operation  with  com- 
mittees of  otlier  bocieUcs."  You  have  spoken 
to  the  manner  in  whidi  I  was  named  of  the 


*  This  answer  is  thus  given  by  Blanchard : 
Yes,  I  do  remember  that  vou  said,  that 
neither  your  health  nor  your  business  would 
permit  you  to  be  a  member  of  that  com- 
miltcc," 
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committee  of  correspondeucc,  and  therefore 
my  name  appeared  as  on  the  comniiUee  of 
co-operation,  because  they  voted  aflerwarda 
that  the  same  conunitlee  should  b«  a  oom- 
mlttee  uf  co-operation;  but  do  you  know, 
think,  or  believe,  I  ever  met  either  of  the 
committees  f^It  was  uadentood  that  joo 

were  no'  nppoiiilcd. 

Mr.  Tuukc. — But  my  name  appears  there 
•8  though  I  was,  and  has  been  so  publMMd  f 

Lord  Cl  i  )' Justice  Eyrc^-Yow  do  not  know 
that  Mr.  Uorne  Tooke  ever  met  that  com- 
mittee of  co-operation  P— I  do  not  knoir. 

Mr.  Tooke. — *  I  ask  a  great  number  of 
these  questions  to  get  rid  of  tlie  fact  from 
mvseir :  i  liupe  they  will  be  of  no  prejudice  to 
Otoers;  but  I  would  not  have  it  thought  tliat 
I  consider  it  as  a  crime  by  pushing  it  firom 
myself,  for  I  do  not. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  J&^.— You  are  per- 
fectly ri^ht  in  pushing  it  from  yotirsrlf 

Mr.  laoke.^Do  yuu  recollect  notice  being 
pna  hj  me  that  a  motion  would  be  made  by 
mc,  at  a  future  meeting,  for  two  hooks  to  he 
prepared;  in  one  of  which  should  be  written 
the  names  of  those  who  deserved  the  repro- 
bation, and  in  the  other,  the  names  of  those 
who  deserved  the  gratitude  of  the  society? — 
I  do. 

Do  you  remember  that  no  rach  motion  was 
ever  made  ? — There  was  not. 

Do  you  recollect  a  little  mirth  at  it? — 
There  was  a  laughing  about  it 

Can  you  remember  ever  to  have  heard  me 
'  s»^  that  I  had  lain  out  of  my  own  bed  but 
•twice  for  the  last  seven  years? — I  cannot  take 
upon  me  to  say. 

Can  yin\  remember  my  <i?iyin»,  that  if  there 
were  a  meeting  of  any  ot  tlie  fnendi  of  li- 
berty, for  any  good  purpose,  upon  Wimbledon 
Common,  that  I  should  oertatiiiy  be  found 
there  ? — Yes. 

But  that  if  it  was  fiurtberoffl  should  not  be 
found  there,  because  my  health  would  not 
permit.' — 1  do  remember  that. 

Mr.  TMe. — have  proved  one  tlung  for 
myself,  and  another  thing  against  myself ; 
that  I  love  liberty  very  well  near  my  own 
home,  but  would  not  go  a  great  distance  for 
it.  Were  you  at  the  last  dinner  of  the  Revo- 
lution Society  in  1793  ?— I  have  no  doubt  of 
it;  I  have  generally  attended. 

Mr.  Tookt. — ^They  are  verr  numerous;  I 
beloncr^ci!  t'>  four  con^titutiondl  socict'u  s ;  tt.i? 

*  Blanebard  gives  the  following  account: 

"  Mr.  Tooke. — I  a'«k  a  grcitt  number  of 
fl^ieslioDs  with  respect  to  these  facts,  though 
I  thhik  no  manner  of  harm  at  all  in  them. 

"  T  ord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — It  is  proper 
aud  necessary  for  you  to  ask  a  great  numner 
of  these  Questions.  U  is  proper  fur  your  case. 

'*  Mr.  Tosftr.— But  it  looks  as  if  I  thought 
it  was  a  crime,  which  I  do  not,  and  wished  to 
pass  it  from  myself. 

**  Lord  Cbief  Jusliee  JEjrrr.— Yeu  ve  per- 
feetly  right  to  piM  tc  fiMD  yoiinelf,'* 
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i  is  the  rcA  olution  societ]^  the  Dissenters  keep 
the  4th,  and  the  Church  of  England  the  5th 
of  November,  I  believe.  Do  you  recollect  my 
giving  a  toast  that  day  ? — Yes,  I  do. 

Can  you  recollect  the  «ub^tanfe  of  it?— If 
you  will  repeat  U  to  mc,  1  sliail  recollect  it. 

Was  it  in  these  words,  or  to  tbiseftet: 
May  the  people  of  this  country  never  forget 
nor  forsake  tne  present  lamily  on  the  throne, 
until  it  shall  appear  fay  their  conduct  that  they 
have  forgotten  or  forsaken  the  prittrinles 
which  placed  them  on  it  ?— I  do  very  well  re« 
member  it 

Lord  Chief  Juttiea  l^rv^Be  lo  good  an 

repeat  it. 

Mr.  Tooke. — May  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try never  forget  nor  forsaxe  the  present  family 
un  the  throne,  until  it  shall  appear  by  their 
conduct  that  thev  have  forsotten  or  forsaken 
the  principles  which  placed  them  on  it  f— I 
do  remember  it. 

Are  you  able  to  tell  me  w1m>  established  the 
dinner  club?— I  believe  yon  did. 

Do  you  recollect  why  that  dinner  club  was 
established  ? — I  rather  think  it  was  in  order 
that  the  members  might  meet  better. 

Do  you  think  the  meeting  was  at  half  after 
four,  rather  than  at  sevcn^  that  1  mi^t  go 
home  sooner  ?  ' 

Lord  Chief  Justice  fyre^There  might  ba 
something  to  do 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  here  was  nothing  to  do  at 
the  meeUngs  but  to  eat  end  drink.  Can  yoir 
say  what  you  meant,  or  wlxal  you  believed 
those  of  the  society  to  mean,  when  they  said 
they  would  co-operate  with  the  Correspond* 
ing  Society  in  Older  to  obtain  their  great  end  s 
WliHt  (lid  you  understand  by  that  great  endi 
— I  under  stood  a  Parliamentary  Reform  wa^ 
meant. 

Do  you  recollect  many  enndidatos  bcina 
black-balled  tliat  wished  to  be  members  of 
the  society  ? — Not  a  great  manv. 

In  ten  years,  do  you  think  tnerens^ht  bn 
ten  ? — I  believe  not  ten  persons. 

It  was  not  a  very  secret  sodety  then,  ancf 
not  muchafraid  of  spies.  Can  you  swear  that 
the  names  which  arc  to  be  found  in  the  books 
which  arc  called  the  books  of  the  society  were 
there  at  the  iSme  that  the  business  inserted 
under  their  names  passed  ? — Ccrtaiiily  not. 

Do  you  recollect  an  affectation  or  unitatioQ 
of  French  phrases  in  the  books  of  the  so- 
rirty  r— I  do  not  know  that  tlicre  ia  in  tho 
books ;  1  am  not  so  certain  ot  that. 

Mr.  asked  an  improper  qui»tion  t 

the  books  will  better  tell  tliat;  if  they  are 
there  they  are  easy  to  be  found,  and  would 
have  been  found  before  this.  Did  you  send 
any  notke  to  St.  Andre  and  Ban  in  ihat  thej 
were  elected  honorary  members  of  the  COQ^ 
stitutioual  Society  ? — No. 

Were  you  lUrecled  to  send  any  ?— No. 

Did  you  yourself  enter  all  or  any  part  of 
the  speeches  of  St.  Audr^  and  Barrere  in  tb& 
hooka  of  tho  aocietj^     Not  aqy  patt. 

Wen  you  bid  to  UMit  ai^r  N-T«i. 
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Did  yen.  inert  any  ?— No. 

Had  you  the  newspapers  to  insert  them 
fiom? — No. 

Were  the  newsiwpers  in  the  society  ?--«Not 
that  I  know  <,f. 

Mr.  Ttx>ke.~tiui  every  body  else  roi^ht 
have  the  speeches,  witboot  being  charged  with 
treaH)n  :  I  have  been  told  that  the  man  who 
icaily  pubhsheU  the  speeches,  who  6uld  them 
to  evenr  body  that  would  bu^,  was  called  as 
an  evideiite  on  the  trial  ol  Mr.  Hardy,  to 
prove  guilt  in  tbose  who  only  taUced  of  iusert- 
lOK  tlicm. 

lord  L'iiief  Justice  £jfre.->CertainIy  it  *is 

true  liiat  thp  nnn  was  called  to  prove  that 
there  were  ^uch  hpeeches  in  the  Rionileur* 

Mr.  laoke. — And  that  he  sold  them,  in 
crJrr  ti>  rnininaTr  the  society. 

Lord  Chiel  Jublice  Eifre  — The  way  in  which 
the  society  was  criminated  was,  beoeiuse  they 
buJ  piiijh«he<i  to  the  world  that  these  were 
the  *'|)eefhes  lor  which  they  had  made  these 
perstDs  honorary  members  ;  it  was  argutd 
flat  that  was  pointing  out  to  the  world  the!»e 
]tiper$,  and  re<^oTrnifiiJin;i  ihom  tu  tlieir  at- 
tention ;  that  wa^  the  way  in  wluch  it  was 


Mr.  Toohc. — And  it  wa?  fortunate  for  the 
society  that  tUey  did  not  »ay  such  a  thing  as 
thls-^tbere  are  some  good  things  in  the  Coran,  < 
which  are  worlii  attention — they  might  have 
been  charged  with  M.ihometanism  if  they 
had  recoaimended  any  part  of  the  Corun. 
Had  you,  afller  the  war,  any  direct  or  indirect  I 
eortf -noudence  whatever  with  any  persons  in 
f  fancei'— C'erUiinly  not 

Do  you  know  that  any  member  of  the  so- 
ciety had  *—  No. 

lio  you  tliink  they  had? — Not  that  I  Icuow 
0^1  speak  from  my  own  knowledge. 

Did  you  ever  see,  or  hear  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Margarot  to  the  London  Correspondinir 
Society,  containing  these  words :  We  cannoL 
say  so  much  of  citizen  Sinclair,  from  the  So- 
fif»ty  for  CoP'-titiiiinna!  If) formation.  Ho  has 
been  omfined  to  Ins  bed,  ever  since  Saturday, 
with  a  virjlent  ferer  and  sore-throat;  he  is 
scmcthing  better  this* morning.  He  is  a 
raluabic  young  man ;  and  should  he  die,  his 
Vws  would  be  severely  felt,  not,  indeed,  by  hi.s 
<or.-tituents,  who  have  basely  abandoned 
him  r" — I  rather  think  I  have  read  it ;  it  must 
appear  upon  the  books. 

No ;  I  do  not  believe  it  is  upon  the  Con- 
stitulionul  Society's,  books.  This  letter  was 
seized,  and  we  jgcl  the  knowledge  of  it  by 
having  it  printea  in  the  report;  here  is  Mar 
garot'>  testimony  thai  the  Constitutional  So- 
ciety had  deserted  them. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  %re.—Whatisttf 

Mr.  Touke. — A  copy  of"  a  ktkr  fronv  Ger- 
oUd  and  Margarot  to  the  secretary  of  the 
London  Corresponding  Society.  It  is  an  ex- 
traordinary thing  five  or  8i.x  gentlemen 
choosing  to  ^eiul  a  . delegate,  that  the  treason, 
if  there  ii,  any  iii  it,  should  fall  upon  tiiose 
who  bad  no  concern  lit  tt ;  and  when  the  de- 


legates  of  the  London  Corresponding  Society 

state  that  the  Ct  nstitntional  Society  had 
abandoned  him.  Do  you  know,  thai  but\»'ecn 
two  and  three  vf  ars  ago,  I  quitted  London, 
on  ar'  ouni  ol  ill-licalUi  and  ititirmity? — That 
was  the  ume,  i  believe,  you  went  to  Wim* 
bledon. 

Yoti  remember  I  had  a  serious  infirmi^P 

— Yes. 

That  infirmity  put  me  out  of  a  state  to  bear 

arms  ? — Yes. 

Mr  Tooke. — INfy  lords,  I  am  ashamed  to 
have  taken  uo  so  much  time  in  this  exaniiua- 
tion,  hut  I  thought  it  might  rather  shorten 

than  delay. 

Mr.  Dtmkl  Adumi  re-examined  by  }Ax.  JU» 
tornctf  Gintrul. 

Be  so  good  as  look  at  the  book — Upon 
the  1  ttb  of  April,  1794,  you  find  an  entry  of 
Mr.  Joyce  being  in  the  chair ;  if  you  look  at 
llie  names,  you  will  find  tfiat  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr. 
Kydd,  Mr.  Thelwall,  Mi.  llaidy,  and  Mr. 
Hicbter,  were  present  among  others?  — - 
Yes. 

You  find  there  an  entry  to  this  etiect :  Mr. 
JoToe  made  the  report  of  the  meeting  of  the 

delegates  of  the  Iximlon  Correspontfing  So- 
ciety, for  the  purpose  of  this  society  co* 
operating  with  the  London  Corresponding 
Society,  and  that  they  had  come  to  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions ;  then  there  are  three  reso- 
lutions entered :  "  That  it  appears  to  this 
committee  very  desirable  that  a  general  meet- 
in  e,  or  convention,  of  the  Friends  of  Lihcrty, 
should  be  called,  tor  the  purpose  of  taking 
into  consideration  the  proper  methods  ofol^ 
taining  a  full  and  fair  rt  prcentation  of  the 

feople."  Then  there  is  a  second  resolution, 
thinlc  you  told  u^,  upon  Mr.  Tooke's  exami- 
nation, that  his  name  wa^  proposed  lo  he  on 
the  committee  of  correspondence,  in  his  ab- 
sence    X  do  not  know  that  I  said  that. 

Mr.  Toofte.— He  said,  that  the  former  com- 
mittee of  correspondence  should  be  a  com- 
mittee of  CO  operation. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — You  say  you  copied 
into  this  hook  the  resolutions,  first  being 
taken  down  u^n  loose  paper  ? — Yes. 

The  resolutions,  when  taken  down  upoil 
loose  paper,  were  not  always  in  youtt  OWO 
hand  writuig  ? — Not  always. 

You  can,  perhaps,  inform  mc,  then,  whoM 
hand-writing  the  part  of  the  resolution,  I  have 
now  read  to  you,  i" ;  and  %vhclher  any,  and 
wiiat  part  of  the  rough  dratl  of  I h is  i evolu- 
tion is  the  hand- writing  of  .Mr.  Totikc  ? 

Mr.  7<.wAc. — A  goo(i  deal  of  it  i-*,  I  dare  say. 
Mr.  Attorney  (Jeneraf.  —  J3o    you  know 
whose  hand-wnting  this  paper  h  'f  [showing 
it  to  the  witness]. — I  do  not. 

That  is,  however,  a  rou-'h  draft  of  a  reso- 
lution of  the  nth  of  April,  1794?— I  bcUeva 
It  to  be  so. 

A  !k1  you  believe  the  resolution  in  tliat  book 
lo  have  been  entered  from  Vl'^t  drall? — I 
believe  ft  WM* 
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Mr.  Tooke.—l  do  not  belm  IfacM  is  It 

letter  of  mine  in  that  paper. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — Yon  have  toM  US, 
tvkh  respect  to  Mr.  Sinclair,  that  he  had  been 
sent  to  the  Scotch  Convr i  ti-m,  ;it  a  very 
private  meeting? — No;  I  did  luil  njcntJuu 
that;  at  an  extraordinary  general  meeting. 

Look  ill  this  letter  fs.lujN'ing  it  to  tlie  wit- 
ness], and  tell  me  whcuier  it  is  signed  by  any 
poison  vhose  hand  you  know  P— That  is  signed 
Dy  Mr.  Tooke. 

Mr.  Tooke. — The  whole  is  written  by  roc. 

Mr.  Atlorneif  General. — I  beg  to  lay  the 
evidence  Iclorc  the  Court  in  my  own  way. 
Yuti  remember  the  meeting,  perhapSy  on  the 
25lh  of  January,  1794  i—l  do. 

You  see  an  entry  time,  '■That  it  be  re- 
solved tluit  the  most  excellent  address  of  the 
London  Corres|^onding  Sociew,  be  inserted  in 
the  books  of  this  society  }** — Yes. 

Was  th:\t  copied  into  the  book  from  t  Htugli 
miniilrj  ^-  I  dare  say  it  was. 

Look  at  tliis  paper  [showing  it  to  the  wit- 
ness], and  tell  tue  whose  hand-v  i  iimg  that  is, 
if  you  know  it  it  is  Mr.  Tooke's  hand- 
writing. 

Yon  know  that  the  London  Corresponding 

SoHfty  had  had  a  meeting  aVotil  four  days 
before  that  ? — do  not  know  it ;  lor  1  never 
attended  any  of  their  meetings.  I  dare  say 
they  might  have  ]i;ul. 

Turn  to  the  17tii  of  January,  1794  ;  do  you 
find  in  the  book  an  entry  *'  That  law  ceases 
to  be  an  object  of  obedience  whenever  it  bc- 
conrrs  nn  in^tniniPiit  of  oppression    — V< 

And  several  other  resolutions  that  have 
been  referred  to  Yes. 

Who  :fppears  to  have  been  in  the  ehuir 
thatnighi? — It  appears  that  Mr.  Tooke  was 
in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Touht. — T.)')  you  inc;i:i  to  say  that  1 
was  in  the  chair  wiien  tliese  resolutions 
piissed     No ;  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that. 

Mr.  Attorney  (y(;a«n</.»Tbat is  breaking  in 
upcii  2ny  c\anii!vatif)ij. 

Mr.  Tuolic. — il  was  wrong  ;  I  ought  not  lo 
have  done  it. 

Mr.  Attornrj/  General. — Was  Mr.  Bonney 
present  ? — llis  name  is  here.  • 

Was  Mr.  Martin  present  ^'-Mr.  Manin's 
name  is  here. 

Was  Mr.  Kydd  present  ? — 11  is  name  is  here. 

Will  yoti  be  so  good  as  to  inl'orm  me  whe- 
ther this  IS  not  the  rough  draft  of  the  minute 
of  that  ir'-(jiution,  and  whether  the  fact  ap- 
pear upuu  It,  til  It  tiie&c  resolutions  were  come 
lo,  and  lh«'  Unu-  itt  which  Mr.  Tooke  lett  the 
ehair,  is  direclly  slati<l;  uivt  f  11  ine  whose 
haod-vrnting  that  isi* — 1  should  suppose, 
most  proliably,  that  I  entered  it  fifom  Ibis. 

Whoic  hand  writing  are  those  minatesl-* 
Tlic  greater  part  of  them  is  mine. 

Whose  band^writing  is  that  in  Uie  begin- 
ning ?— I  do  not  know. 

Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  cannot  tell 
mc  whohe  luui'i  writing  that  is  ? — I  do :  some- 

ttoiw  I  wai  ia  Uie  xooiDj  and  NonliiiiBt  not;' 


T  was  called  out  frequently  by  different  people, 
ttien  ihey  laid  hoki  of  the  paper,  and  wrote 

this. 

1  hen,  upon  your  oath,  you  cannot  speak, 
as  to  your  heliet",  whosfe  hand-writing  that  is  ; 
speaking  of  your  belief  as  to  the  hand- writing 
uif  a  person  you  have  seen  write f— I  cotdd' 
!iot  swear  to  the  hand- writing. 

Can  you  swear  to  your  bdicf  of  it,  as  being 
the  faand^writing  of  a  person  whom  you  hm 
seen  write,  according  to  your  belief? — I  think 
it  IS  possible  I  may  recollect ;  but  i  could  not 
swear  to  it  upon  my  oath ;  1  cannot  swear  to 
the  hand-writing. 

You  cfinnut  ^in-  ik  to  it,  to  your  belief.-' — I 
do  uoi  know  tiow  far  I  can  speak  to  my  be- 
lief; I  could  not  speak  to  it,  so  as  to  make  it 
sali'-faclory  to  my  own  initid,  as  to  the  hand. 

Whose  clo  you  believe  it  to  be  ? — It  may  be 
Mr.  Bonnets. 

Do  you  believe  it  to  be  his? — I  cannot 
swear  1  do ;  because  I  do  not  know  his  hand. 

Do  you  believe  it  to  be  his  ?— I  do. 

Have  yon  ever  seen  falm  write  ? — I  have 
seen  his  writinji^a  great  marn-  times,  butldlS 
not  know  that  I  evi  r  saw  hini  write. 

Look  at  the  entry  of  the  83rd  of  Mardt, 
1791;  you  will  find  there  a  resolution  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  1  homas  Paine,  for  his  most  masterly 
book  intituled  the  Rights  of  Man  f»-Yes. 

Look  forward  ;  you  will  find  it  is  resolved 
that  ttie  foregoing  resolutions,  and  all  future 
proceedings  of  this  society,  be  regularly  trans* 
initted  by  the  secretary,  to  all  our  correspond* 
ing  constitutional  societies  io  £ngliM>dy  Scot-' 
land,  and  France  ? — Yes. 

Then—''  Resolved,  that  the  above  reiMllii* 
tions  be  published  in  tlM»  p  <i>prs  ?** — Yes. 

Were  these  resolutions  come  to,  as  you 
have  entered  them  ?— They  certainly  were. 

Were  they  puldish<  d  in  the  papers  ? — T 
suppose  they  were;  if  they  were  not,  it  was 
those  papers  that  did  not  choose  tu  insert 

theiu. 

I  Will  ask  you  whether  Mr.  Tooke  appears 
(at  the  manner  that  lias  belbre  been  iuen>« 
tioned)  to  be  present  at  that  moetiog  on  the* 
2;>d  of  Maicby  1791 1 — He  a|^eaca  in  tfa« 
book. 

Look  forward  to  the  1st  of  April,  1791 ; 
(toes  Mr.  Tooke  appear  by  the  book  to  have 
been  present  then  ? — He  does. 

Do  you  find  a  resolution  there, tha  the 
resolutions  of  this  society  recommending 
Paine'«  book,  *  the  Rights  of  Man,'  aud  pub- 
lished ill  ^  vera  I  of  the  papers,  be  republished 
in  the  following,  viz.  (ieneral  Evenmg,  Mor- 
ning Post,  World,  English  Chronicle,  Shcp- 
bourn,  Leeds,  York,  jBnstol.  Notlui^ham,  and 
Birmingham  papers Dia  the  society  torn* 
to  tli.it  resolution? — Certainly  they  did;  I 
suppose  so,  or  1  should  not  have  entered  it 
there. 

Have  you  any  reason  that  enables  you  to  stata 
one  way  or  other,  whether  these  resolutions 
vrere  actuaiiy  pnuted  in  the  several  papers 
nrhich  I  haf«  wm  iMtionied  ^— X  cioiottilB* 
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tqioQiDelo  say  iLat  they  were  ;  Tcry  likely 
Uiey  migbt ;  the  LondoD  ones — but  I  cannot 
possiblytake  upon  me  to  sav. 

Turn  to  the  9th  of  March,  ^792,  you  will 
had  a  ficaUemao  there  proposed  ot  the  name 
•fioerBMlow  ?— Yes. 

Whom  was  he  proposed  and  sccondfed  by, 
a*  appears  by  the  book  ? — "  Joel  Harlow,  esq. 
author  of  Advice  to  tlic  Privileged  Urdcrs>, 

?rop(^ed  as  an  honorary  member  by  Mr. 
uoke,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe." 
iio  to  the  16tb  of  March,  1792,  you  will 
fiad  this  teaolotion :  ^  Ordered,  that  the  se- 
cretary return  to  the  chairman  of  the  socie  ty 
at  JJattchester,  the  thanks  ol'  this  society  lor 
lai«OBimuiiictttioii ;  at  the  same  time  assure 
log  him  that  this  society  does  heartily  concur 
10  the  above  resolution,"  which  is  a  resolu- 
lioa  of  the  Manchester  Constitutional  Society 
flglOcd  Thomas  Walker  and  Samuel  Jackson  ; 
aad,  among  other  things,  is  this ;  "  I'hat  thi<« 
•eckty  o>Qgratulate  their  country  at  large  on 
tha  niflueoce  which  Mr.  Paine's  publications 
appear  to  have  had  in  procuring  the  rejif  il  of 
ae  oppressive  taxes  in  the  present  session  of 

■!  y^^  ^J^^^    ^  ^ 


res. 

Tiien  you  find  the  order  tiutt  l)ie  secretary 
should  return  thanks  to  the  chairman  ? — 
Yea. 

Whose  hand-writing  is  this  paper  [showing 
it  to  the  witness],  and  wiiether  that  is  the 
fough  draft  of  the  rMolutiona  which  you  co- 
pied? 

Mr.  Tooke. — It  is  my  hand- writing. 

Mr.  Aihm.^Tbh  ia  the  rough  draft,  and  it 

M  Mr.  Tooke'a  hand-writlnf;. 

Who  was  in  the  chair  at  that  meeting — 
Mr.  Tookc 

I^k  mt  the  naeetiDg  of  the  flSd  of  31  arch, 
1792  ;  you  observe  there  that  the  Shcftield 
resolution  is  entered:  "  We  declare  that  we 
lisire derived  more  true  knowledge  from  tlie  two 
work*;  of  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  hitituled  Rights 

Man,  part  the  hrst  and  second,  than  liom 
any  other  author  on  the  subject.  The  prac- 
tire,  as  well  as  the  principle  of  govemnu  ut,  is 
kid  down,  in  those  works  la  a  manner  so  clear 
and  irresbtibly  convincing,  that  this  society  do 
hereby  resolve  to  give  their  thanks  to  Mr. 
Paine  for  hh  two  raid  public  ation«,  Ki:ihts  of 
Man,  piUU  l^t  and  2d."  ^  ou  uh<»erve,  al  the 
bottom,  the  secretary  returns  the  thanks  of 
tbew'fv,  and  there  is  an  entry  of  a  resoki- 
tion  :  wUo^  hand-writing  is  that  ? 

Mr.  2Wftc— That  H  my  hand-writiii';. 

Mr.  Admt^lX  is  Mr.  Tooke'a  haocUwrit- 


"li,. 


r.  Jiivnuy  Oea«ra/.p— This  i»  a  draft  of 

a  letter  sent  as  an  answer  to  the  Sheffield  So- 
cirty,  informinj^lhcni  they  would  incorporate 
their  twelve  associated  members. 

3Jr.  ]^'i^l:ii:n  Wooti/'all  (called  agdin). 

Mr.  AUorncii  General. — Whose  hand-wri- 
ting do  you  believe  tlukt  to  be  ? — 1  believe  the 
body  of  it  to  be  BIr.  Tookc*s;  it  is 


f  marked,  I  suppose,  to  be  identified— A  draft 
of  a  leller,  which  purports,  upon  the  face  of  it, 
to  be  a  communication  to  be  made  to  the 
Shefllield  Society,  that  associated  with  tbeu 
twelve  of  their  members. 

Mr.  Jttonuy  Otnenl.^Tum  now,  Mr. 
.Adams,  to  the  meeting  on  the  20lh  of  April, 
;  you  find  a  communication  there  fnjm 
the  Three  Tuns  tavern,  m  buuthwark  ? — Vcs  ; 
there  is. 

You  find  a  resolutifju  that  the  thanks  of  the 
society  be  given  to  the  Soiithwark  Society  for 
the  following  communication,  and  aresolutioa 
that  it  ahuuM  be  published  in  the  papers  P' 
Yes. 

Does  yonr  reooHeektoa  serve  you  whether 
it  was  published  in  the  papers It  does  not; 

but  probably  it  wns. 

Go  to  the  27  til  of  April,  1792  ;  docs  Mr. 
Tooke  appear,  by  tlie  book,  to  have  been  pr^ 
sent  that  day  ?— Ye?. 

Do  you  find  a  letter,  addressed  to  the 
Friends  of  the  People,  entered  ? — Yes. 

Who  was  in  tlie  chair  that  day?— 'It  ap- 
pears lhatmi\[or  tartwright  was. 

Was  tliat  letter  sent  ?— Yes ;  it  was. 

Look  at  the  4th  of  May,  1792;  does  Mr. 
Tooke  appear  to  have  been  present  then 
He  was. 

Have  you  an  entry  of  reading  a  letter  from 
the  Revolution  Society  at  Norwich } — Yes. 

Is  the  letter  entered  in  the  book? — Yes. 

Do  you  tind  this  passage  entered:  "The 
nii;lit>  iifMan  hyThomas  Paine,and  tlu  Ad- 
vice to  the  Privileged  Orders,  bj^  Joci  Uarluvv, 
have  also  been  read  vnth  attention,  and  ch'cn- 
latf'd  with  avidity  ;  they  pnini  (,ut,  with  clear- 
ness, mo!»tof  the  abuses  which  have  accumu- 
lated under  the  British  government ;  they  at- 
tack with  energy  most  of  the  prejudice?  which 
ha\e  tciidi  d  to  perpetuate  them.".^ — Yes. 

Was  iMr.  I'liomas  Paine  one  of  the  members 
of  your  Constitutional  Society  ?— He  was,  I 
believe,  an  honcrury  member. 

Did  he  attend  prcWy  frequently,  while  in 
England  P— The  books  will  better  tell  you 
than  I  can — I  rather  tliink  he  did  attend,  but 
not  veiy  often,  I  believe ;  but  the  books  will 
better  ascertain  that. 

Do  you  find  a  resolution  upon  that  4th  of 
M,iy,  I79i,  to  thisefft' t  This  society  re- 
ceives tiic  above  conununications  with  the 
most  heart' felt  satis  Action,  and  desire  earn- 
estly to  concur  aad  to  co  opmte  with  those 
societies,"  that  is,  tlie  Norwich  Societies,  "  in 
their  laudable  object,  and  that  the  secretary, 
inform  them  of  the --.tme,  and  of  the  unani- 
mous efpction  of  their  twelve  membera"?— > 
Yes,  11.  illy  to  those  words. 

Look  thoroughly  at  this,  and  infuriti  me, 
whether  it  is  the  original  letter  whicli  was 
read  in  the  society,  upon  that  night?— It  has 
every  appearance  of  it^I  cannot  My  that  that 
is  alMjlulely  the  letter. 

Look  at  the  twelve  names  at  the  bottom, 
and.see  if  there  is  any  hand>writing  there  that 
you  happen  to  know  ?— Not  one. 
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You  do  not  know  any  of  the  hand  wnliug 
that  is  there  ? 

Mr.  Too/cc— That  is  my  liaiul-writing. 

Mr.  AUornejf  OeneruL — Look  at  the  sanoe 
4th  of  May»  1709,  and  tell  me,  if  Mr.  Martin 
was  pro])o^td  to  l»c  an  hunorary  member  by 
aay  body,  and  by  whuin  ? — It  appears  here 
that  Mr,  Htutin  wai>  proposed  an  honorary 
member  by  Mr.  Tooke,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Trost, 

Do  you  remember^any  letter  of  thanks 
commg  from  Mr.  Martin  to  the  society  P— I 

lathcr  tliiiik  I  do. 

Ijook  at  that  paper,  and  tell  me,  if  you  know 
any  body's  hand- writing  that  is  in  It  ?^There 
is  some  writing  different  from  the  rest,  but  I 
cannot  take  upon  me  to  say  whose  it  is. 

Mr.  T<M»fte.-^There  is  an  interlineation,  and 
that  is  mine. 

Mr.  Attorney  General, * — Yoii  will  be  so  good 
as  look  at  the  laeelinu;  the  1 1th  of  May,  l?9i. 
l¥as  .'Sir.  Tooke  present  at  that  meeting,  as 
appears  In  the  book  ? — Yes. 

You  tiiere  iiavc  an  entry,  that  there  should 
be  a  communication  from  this  society  with 
the  Friends  of  the  Constitution,  at  Paris, 
jknown  by  the  name  of  the  Jacobins  ? — Yes. 

And  an  address  from  the  society  of  the 
Priends  of  the  Constitution,  at  Paris,  called 
>lie  .lacobinh?—Yes. 

Do  you  remember  the  resolution  passing, 
that  you  see  in  that  book, "  that  the  above 
address  be  sti^ned  by  the  ch.iiiman;  and,  l!iat 
Blr.  John  Home  Tooke  be  reijue^led  tu  trail v 
jmit  it,  with  all  possible  dis^patch,  to  Mr. 
Watt,  at  r^ii>''? — There  is  suc  h  a  resolution. 

You  would  not  have  entered  it,  unless  Uiat 
had  been  resolved  upon ;  should  you  No. 

Do  you  find  another  resolution,  tli.tt  the 
address  be  read  a  second  time,  at  the  next 
meeting  ;  for  publication  ? — Yes. 

Ixi  k  ill  I  he  meeting  on  the  iSthof  May, 
1792.  Is  tiicre  any  meeting  mpntioncd  in 
that  liook,  ia  whieh  you  have  mscrtcd  a  letter 
from  lot  d  John  Uussell  ?* — I  do  not  remember 
that  there  is  any  such  letter  ;  can  you  refer 
tD  the  date  ? 

The  13tb  of  May,  1799  ?^I  do  not  remem- 
ber evi  r  Iiearing  of  it. 

Goto  the  lyth  of  May,  1792.  Was  Mr. 
Tooke  then  present,  as  far  as  appears  by  the 
bookP — Yes. 

Do  you  find  tlir  ad(ires•^  to  the  Jacobins 
ordered  tu  be  uubliHljed  ? — It  does  uot  appe^ 
here ;  It  may  have  been  in  the  rough  oiiuutes, 
and  forgot  to  be  entered ;  I  do  OQt  see  it  at 
least  at  present. 

If  you  look  on,  you  will  find  a  letter  from 
Thomas  Paine,  stating,  tliat  lie  is  about  to 

iiublish  a  cheap  edition  of  his  two  parts  of  the 
tights  of  Man ;  and  then,  that  the  society 
take  into  consideration  the  contents  of  that 
letter — Ue&olved  lo  give  him  thanks,  and  to 

•  Afterwards  tixth  duke  of  Bedford  ;  in 
isoti  he  was  appointed  Xjurd  Lieutenant  of 

^vkud. 


support  hun.  Do  you  recollect,  whether  that 
resolution  passed  or  not  F — Yes. 

Do  you  observe  a  resolution,  "  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ru- 
mour of  <lhi8  prosecution  of  Pain^  and  to  re-, 
port  to  the  society  at  the  next  meeting"^-* 
Yes. 

Arc  the  committee  named  f— Yes. 
W  hat  are  their  names? — Mr.  Shurpe,  Mr. 
Tuflin,  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  Frost,  Lord  Daer, Mr. 

Hull,  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald. 

Do  you  see  a  resoluiion  there,  that  a  copy 
of  I'  luit  '-^  letter,  toj^Pther  with  these  rr ulu- 
tions,  bhoidd  be  transmitted  to  ail  the  a.sso- 
ciated  sodetiesin  Town  and  Country  P — Yes. 

And  that  3,Ono  copies  of  tlie  above  letter 
and  resolutions  shall  be  printed  for  the  u&c  of 
the  society? — ^Yes. 

Were  they  printed  ? — I  cannot  take  upon 
me  to  say,  whcilier  they  were  or  not;  the  ac# 
count-book  will  tell,  1  dure  say. 

If  you  look  at  that  paper,  you  will  be  able 
lo  tell  u-s  from  your  book,  whether  they  were 

Erinied  or  not ;  and  the  address  to  the  Jaco« 
ins  to  be  paid  for  by  the  society  ?— This  ap- 
pears to  be  published  in  the  papers,  but  not 
oUierwisc. 

Goon  to  the  99th  of  May,  im.  Do  you 

find  there  a  resolution,  that  6,000  more  copies 
of  the  bills,  directed  at  the  last  meeting, should 
be  printed  ;  that  a  hundred  he  sent  to  each  of 
the  twelve  associated  memliei  >s  of  the  Sheiheld 
Constitutional  Societies,  a  liiipdrcd  to  each  of 
tlie  twelve  ass<ieialed  inemhers  ul  ilie  Nor- 
wich Constitutional  Society,  two  hundred  to 
eatij  of  the  other  ('onsiitiition  il  Societies,  two 
hundred. lo  Derby,  and  two  hundred  to  the 
Society  at  Belpar  } — U  is  here. 

Did  that  resolution  pa«>s? — Yes. 

Was  .Mr.  Tooke  prcstui,  as  far  as  appears 
by  the  book,  at  the  time  that  passed  ?~H6 
appears  to  be  present,  as  far  as  the  book 
stiows ;  hi}«  name  is  in  the  book. 

Sec  whtlln  r  there  is  an  entry  of  a  letter  on 
the  same  evening,  dated  tlie  24th  of  May, 
179?,  signed  I  honias  1  f ardy  Uere  it  ism 
the  book,  the  fir&t  of  June. 

Did  you  ever  see  this  paper  before?— I 
dare  say  I  have  seen  it. 

Whose  hand-writing  do  you  believe  it  to 
beP— T  do  not  know,  up<>u  my  oath. 

Whose  hund-wnting  do  you  believe  it  10 
be? — I  have  not  the  soi  ille^t  idea. 

Not  even  to  your  belief Xu,  uul  even  to 
my  belief. 

At  the  meeting  on  the  first  of  June,  1792, 
does  Mr.  Tuoke  iippcar  to  be  present  — Ves. 

You  find  an  entry  there,  **  that  the  secre* 
taty  reported,  that  lie  had  sent  twelve  hun- 
dred ot  the  printed  bilU  ordered  at  the  last 
meeting,  to  the  Sheffield  Constitutional  So- 
ciety; twelve  hundred  to  the  Norwich  Con-- 
stiUitJonal  Society  ;  to  the  Sotitliwark  Consti- 
tutioiiai  Society  two  iuindrcd ;  to  the  l/>ndon 
Corresponding  Society  two  hundred;  to  a 
]»erson  to  be  forwarded  to  Derby  two  hun^ 
Idjrcd;  to  the  CoasUtuUooal  Whigs  two  hum 
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Aired  :  to  iht  Society  at  Belpar  two  htm'lrpd."  [ 
i>kl  jXHi  bcud  ihcm  i" — I  have  no  douDt  ul  il, 
inm  reporting  it. 

You  find  afso  a  resolution — **  to  send  to 
Mr.  Joyce,  to  be  Ibrwarded  to  liirniinghum, 
sx  buiMlred ;  to  the  Society  at  AMgate  two 
liundred ;  to  Maachesler  twelve  hundred ; 
to  Livcrjwol  two  itundred ;  to  CaiTihrid^e  five 
huDtlied  ;  and  four  UuDdred  to  be  distributed 
•flMNig  tlie  societies  m  the  neighbourhood  of 
Cla-*»»w."  Do  vou  remember  that  resoln- 
t40U  being  conic  to,  to  distribute  the&e  copies 
«f  the  cheap  edition  of  the  Rights  of  Man  ?— 
I  have  no  iloul  i  but  it  was. 

Vou  find  a  letter  of  the  London  Corres- 
rondiug  Society,  of  the  fame  date,  signed 
Margarol  and  H.irdy  f— Vc>. 

Do  you  find  an  order  there,  in  these  word*'*. 
**  Tlidt  the  said  letter  be  pnblisbed  in  such 
oevspapcrs  as  will  receive  the  advertisements 
cf  rhi^  -ocif  ty">— Yes. 

liu  to  lue  iDectioj^  of  the  15th  of  June; 
who  was  in  the  chair  ?<~Mr.  Tooke  was  in 
the  chair. 

See  whether  there  is  a  minute,  that  there 
wss  read  a  letter  from  the  London  Corres- 

fciiling  Society,  stitiriL',  that  they  had 
opened  a  ^bscription  lor  the  defence  of 
Vmne,  and  that  they  wished  that  sit  of  their 
members  might  be  usocialed  with  this  8o- 

fiety  ? — Y«"=. 

\v>u  wiil  be  able  to  tell  mo,  pcrhap.'^,  wlie- 
th«r  this  [showing  it  to  the  witness]  is  not 
the  IctTrr  that  rame,  and  whethn  tins  is  the 
siguaiiire  of  Thomas  Hardy,  or  ot  any  body 
efie,  and  whom  :*  and  look  at  the  body  of 
ihc  letter,  and  tell  me,  if  you  know  the  hand- 
wntiog ;  and  whether  the  body  of  the  letter 
is  di^rent  from  the  other  parts  of  itP— I 
'never  saw  Hardy  write  in  my  life,  as  1  recol- 
lect ;  it  is  very  different  from  what  I  have 
seen  ottered  to  uie  as  his  li^nd -writing  in  ge- 
neral. 

Thori  vow  ilo  nut  know?,  either  whose  haiid- 
wnuftv  {lie  body  of  it  is,  or  whose  hand-writ- 
ing the  interlineation  is  f 

Mr.  ^  .  -  The  interlineation  of  the 
words    and  that  knowledge,"  is  mine. 

Mr.  Attotney  General. — You  find  an  order, 
•stating,  that  the  secretary  was  to  inform 
the  seiietiry  of  the  London  Corrc^pcmdinc; 
Society,  that  the  society  received  ihcir  pro- 
posal with  pleasure,  and  were  willing  to  admit 
such  six  of  their  members  w  hotu  iliev  ^ll  lU 
nominate,  to  be  associated  memticrs  of  this 
sociciy."  Do  you  teeoUect  that  passage  ?^ 
Yes. 

IX)  you  r(  collect  tiic  letter  of  the  I.ondoa 
Conesponduii;  Society,  and  the  two  lastieso- 
Iut;oas,  being  ordered  to  be  published  in  the 
newsp.*pers? — It  is  mentioned  here. 

See  if  tliere  is  a  resolution  there,  "  That 
twdve  thousand  copies  of  .Mr.  I^aiue's  lettN, 
/^if^,j  tfie  r»lli  of  .lune,  irn?,  to  Mr.  Secretary 
i>uudHS,  be  printed  by  the  society,  for  the 
purpose  of  bein^  transmitted  to  our  corres- 
psBMto  ihiougoout  Great  Britaiii,  and  that 
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a  commillec  be  appointed  to  direct  the 
same"  ? — ^I'hcre  is  such  a  letter* 

Does  it  appear  who  are  the  committee? — 
Yes;  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  Sltirdi,  Mr.  ChatBeld, 
rev.  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Symonds,  and  Mr.  Frost. 

Infbrm  me,  if  you  know  whose  hand- writ- 
ing that  minute  i>,  that  oifl.  rcd  the  tweWe 
thousiiiid  copic&  to  be  p^iblished  ^ 

Mr.  Tooibe.— That  is  mine. 

JUr.  J Jomf.— It  is  Mr.  Tooke's  hand-writ* 
in?r 

Go  to  the  2.'d  of  June,  1792;  was  Mr. 
Tofjke  present  then,  as  far  as  appears  by  the 
book  ? — He  was. 

Who  was  in  the  chair  that  day.' — Mr. 
Frost. 

n.ive  you  nn  entry,  "  A  member  reported, 
that  an  information  was  filed  against  Mr. 
Panic,  fur  his  publication  of  the  Rights  of 
Man"  ? — Yes  there  is. 

And  that  a  subscription  entered  into  for 
ium,  be  entered  into  a  separate  part  of  tlic 
book,  and  that  subscriptions  should  be  te« 
ceivcd  by  Mr.  Dunney,  Iiis  solicitor  ? —It  runs 
thus — "  Ordered  that  the  subscription  entered 
into  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Chomas  Pune,  be 
entered  in  a  separate  p  trt  of  the  book,  and 
kept  open  for  the  members  of  this  society." 

Look  to  the  29th  of  June,  1792 ;  you  find 
there,  tliat  the  committee  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed, report rrl  a  plan  of  distribution  of 
twelve  thonsund  copies  of  Mr.  Paine's  letter 
to  Mr.  Dnndas,  which  was  adopted.  Were 
those  twelve  thousand  copies  distributed  ac- 
cording to  that  plan?— 1  do  not  know.  I 
had  not  the  distributing  of  them  I  believe. 

You  paid  for  printin.:  the  letter,  and  for  tlie 
address  to  the  Jacobius  1  believe  i — Yes,  it 
appears  so  here. 

Turn  tw  the  meeting  of  the  13th  of  July, 
1792,  you  fuid  It  'it  if  'l  "  that  six  gentle- 
men, retouiuiciided  by  the  London  Corres- 
ponding Society,  were  elected."  WeretlMf 
etr.  ted  upon  that  tf^y  ncconrmg  to  your  re* 
collection? — Yes,  1  believe  they  were. 

Look  to  the  meeting  of  the  &th  of  Octobet,, 
1792  ;  was  Mr.  Tooke  present  upon  that  day, 
according  to  the  best  of  your  recollection?^ 
Ili<>  n.ime  is  here. 

Do  voh  find  an  cntrv — "  Uead  a  loiter 
from  the  C'onstiluliDn  ii  Whiiis  lir.lependent, 
ami  I  riends  of  the  People,  accompanied  with 
lifty  copies  of  a  letter  transmitted  to  them 
from  the  Friends  of  Freedom  at  Cherbourg"  ? 
— Yes. 

Do  you  remem  W  that  letter  being  read ; 

it  niii.-t,  I  Mippo-c,  have  been  read,  as  il  is 
entered  f — If  it  is  entered,  it  must  liave  been 
read. 

.  Go  to  the  lath  of  October,  1792 ;  do  you 
find  there-  "  Head  Mr.  Barlow's  letter  to  the 
rs  alioual  Ciuiucniion  of  Frauce"? — Yes, 

Was  Mr.  Tooke  present  at  this  meetugf — 
His  name  is  here. 

Was  Mr.  Martin  preienly  as  fiir  as  appears 
by  the  book?'-Yei. 

Mr.Ricbtarf— Yes. 
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II r.  Joyce? — Yes. 

Do  you  remember  receiving  a  Idler  irom 
Mr.  Barlow  with  thai  book,  called  his  letter 
to  the  National  Convrntitm  of  Tranrc? — I 
dftre  say  so,  because  the  letter  is  entered. 

Do  you  find  a  resolution  there— <*  that  Mr. 
Sturch  be  rcrniested  to  Hnw  up  an  answer  to 
the  letter  o(  Mr.  Barlow,  expressing  how 
.  nueh  pride  this  society  feel  at  having  elected 
him  an  huiioiarv  luember"  ? — Yes. 

I)id  that  resolution  pass? — Yes. 

Do  you  remember  receiving  an  address 
from  the  Natioiial  Convention  to  your  so- 
cift}  ■ — Vrs 

NVas  it  read  and  entere<l? — Yes. 

Look  to  the  meeting  of  the  19Ui  of  Octo- 
ber, 179-3,  :ai  1  inform  OMt  who  una  in  the 
chair? — Mr.  iookc. 

Does  it  appear  at  that  meeting  that  an  an- 
swer to  Mr.  .loel  Barhjw  was  produced  and 
approved,  and  ordered  to  be  publisiied  with 
this  letter     Y'cs,  it  app^s  so. 

Docs  it  appear  from  your  book,  and  is  it 
fact,  llial  a  committee  was  appointed  that 
night  to  conter  with  the  delegates  of  the 
CTorresponding Society  upon  the  atldress  to  the 
National  Convention  ot  Franrc? — Yes. 

Who  formed  that  committee;  was  Mr. 
Tooke  one  of  them  P — ^Yes. 

Mr.  7'(H(Atf  —  Do  you  spcik  from  yotirown 
koowicdge,  or  from  your  buok  r 

Mr.  Adamt. — ^The  book  I  always  speak 
from. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— Look  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  516th  of  October,  1792  ;  you  tind 
that  you  read  a  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed at  the  la^t  incetinc :  it  is  entered  by 
the  book  that  vou  did  so.— ^'es. 

Is  the  fact  that  you  did  so  f^— No  doubt. 

Do  you  find  a  rcsoliilion— "  Thai  it  is  the 
ODinion  of  that  committee,  that  the  purpose 
of  the  address  drawn  up  by  the  London  Cor- 
responding Society  would  be  belter  answered 
by  separate  adrlrrsscs  than  by  one  joint  ad- 
dress;" look  al  the  second  ot  iSovcnibcr,  see 
if  it  is  tl)orc  ' — I  do  not  see  it. 

Dtes  Mr.  Tuoke  api>car  to  have  been  pre- 
sent upon  the  2(ith  of  October  i — Yes. 

Go  to  the  0th  of  November,  1799;  does 
Mr.  Tooke  appear  to  have  been  present  then  * 
—Yes. 

There  is  entered  then  an  address  from  the 
Society  for  Constitutional  Infurumtion  to  the 
National  Convention  in  France? — There  is. 

W  ait  that  address  read  and  approved  ut  at 
that  meeting,  according  to  your  recuUection  f 
. — 1  heiieve  it  was. 

JJo  you  hod  a  resolution  there — ''That 
Barlow  and  Frost  be  deputed  by  the  society 
tu  prp><,'nt  the  address  of  the  society  at  the 
hu  ot  the  NiUioiiai  Coovcntioo  m  l:raoce 
Yes. 

Did  that  resolution  pass? — Yes. 

Do  you  find  that  Barlow  and  Frost  having 
accepted  tlie  above  deputation,  tlie  society 
thank  them  for  itf-^Yes;  nearly  in  those 


Did  that  pass;— Yes. 


I  Do  ymi  find  an  entry  there—*'  That  a  sub- 
scription be  opened  for  assbting  the  efforts  of 
France  in  the  cause  of    freedom"?-- Yes. 

Was  such  a  subscription  opened  in  lt)o  so- 
ciety ?— Tiiere  never  was  but  one  that  i  re- 
collect, and  that  was  at  tt  rwards. 

Go  to  the  nuelmi:  ot  tii-  I  lib  ofDottni- 
bcr,  1792;  does  Mr.  Tooke  appear  to  have 
been  present  at  that  meeting?— >xcs. 

Mr  Bonney? — Yes. 

Mr.  Martin?— Yes. 

Mr.  Kydd  ?— Yes. 

Mr.  Richter  ?— 1  do  not  see  his  name. 

Mr.  Holcroft?— Yr'^. 

Mr.  Joyce? — Mr.  Joyces  uame,  1  believe^ 
does  not  appear. 

You  will  i'lnil  ti.ere :  "  Read  a  printed  ad» 
dress  from  Manchester." — Yes. 

Do  yon  find  on  tlic  same  day:  *^  Resolved  ' 
thai  one  lunulred  thou<^ait']  cojilf^  <>f  llie  s-ame 
be  prmted  by  this  society,  and  distributed  lu 
their  correspondents  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land?"—Yes. 

Was  that  resolution  come  to?->It  ira« 
passed. 

Can  you  tell  mc  ih  whose  hand  writingllM 
resolution  i^,  if  I  show  it  you? — do  not 
know,  sir,  till  1  see  it. 

Ifyou look  forward,  you  will  see:  ''Read 

a  letter  from  the  sot  iriy  of  Friends  of  Lir 
berty  and  Equality,  sittui^  at  Laou,  capitAl 
of  the  department  De  I'Aisne,  to  the  pa- 
triotic society  of  l»ndon,  named  the  So» 
ciety  for  Conslitutiun.tl  liilurm  ita-r.."— Yp':. 

Was  that  letter  read  r — 1  ilu  not  liuak  it 
was  read,  it  was  in  French;  if  I  recollect 
some  <:entleman  read  part  of  it,  and  it  was 
put  aside. 

How  came  that  entry  to  be  made?— I  do 

not  know  why  it  wa^  mado  ;  il  u  .is  mere  rr 
ter  of  course;  i  believe  it  was  begun  to  bo 
read,  but  they  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to 
go  through  it,  I  !•<  lit  \  (',  a*,  far  as  I  recollect- 

Go  on,  you  will  hnd  a  letter  from  the  so- 
ciety of  the  Friends  of  Liberty  and  Kquality 
at  Macon,  that  was  orderecl  to  be  entered  on 
tlic  minuit^uf  the  socicty? — Yes;  but  thai 
was  never  read. 

There  is  a  blank  left  in  the  book  for  it  ? — 
Yes. 

On  the  neit  mcetin;;,  the  81st  uf  Decem- 
ber, you  will  find  a  resolution  that  some  ^ak* 
tiemen  should  be  a  committee  lor  foreign 
correspondence,  Mr.  Tooke  and  o^erft?-^ 

Yes. 

Was  Mr.  Tooke  present  witcn  that  resolu- 
tion was  come  to  on  the  Ulslof  Di  ccmbcr, 
l79^?__Ycs,  as  tar  as  appears  by  the  bookj 
I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  say  that  he  was. 

Who  an-  llif  pel  sons  tlial  were  named  to 
be  Uic  comnttttcc  ot  tbreign  correspooden-re  ? 
—Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Watt,  Mr.  Ger« 
raid,  Mr.  Kydd,  Mr.  Reader,  Mr.  Fitlgeralda 
Mr.  TuBin.  arul  !<jrd  Sempill. 

Luok  Liatk  lu  die  entry  of  the  4th  of  May, 
1?92,  and  tell  me  whom  Mr.  Gerrald  was  pro- 
posed and  seconded  by  a»  a  member  of  this 
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society '    TVnpo      bj  Mr.  Toofcc,  ud  M* 

cemied  by  Mr.  Krost. 
Go  to  the  meeting  of  the  18th  of  Jtmiary, 

179tJ  ;  docs  Mr.  Tooke  appear  to  have  been 
pre^-cnt  on  thai  day  ? — lie  aoe«i  on  the  book. 

Do  you  lind  a  resoluLiou  there  abuut  citizen 
St.  AD(ire  ? — Yes. 

Dir?  th-At  rciohition  (lass? — Ym. 

I  undcritUiul  your  sue  iety  to  have  been  held 
ahoift  once  a  week     It  waa. 

Do  yon  find  Mr.  Tooke  present  on  tlie  25th 
of  Jaauarv,  as  far  as  appears  upon  the  books  ? 
— Yaa. 

Was  Mr.  Martin  there  that  day? — Yes. 
Wa*  Mr.  VVardlc  there  that  day  ^ — Yea. 
Mr.Holcrott?— Yes. 
Mr.  Bontx  y  ?— Yea. 

Do  you  hnd  t«o  rcsohitionf?  there  about 
dtiacn  I^rtre,  and  citizen  Koiand  ?— Yes. 

Were  those  feMluttooa  come  to  at  tliat 
n*etin£  T  —  Yes. 

Oo  to  the  6rai  of  February,  1793 ;  was  Mr. 
Taofce  present  at  that  meethig.  as  far  as  ap- 
peir»  by  the  book  ? — Yes. 

D«  you  find  a  resoltjiion  there  nhoul  rcad- 
ice  a  circular  letter  tVoin  (he  ShelBeld  Society 
IbrCon-tituUonal  Infomation  f"- Yes. 

Did  iliat  pass? — Ye«. 

rpon  the  Ibtu  of  lebniary,  1793,— \va«» 
Ifr. Tooke  prcaent  that  dayf^By  the  books 

bt  v.di. 

llo  you  reraembcr  the  resolution  about  the 
■peechta  of  St.  Andr6  and  ;forr^?>-Yes. 

At  the  meeting  on  liie  16th,  there  was  a 
letter  Irotn  the  Society  f«)r  Constitutional  In- 
(ormalicn  at  Birmingham  read,  in  which  they 
«ay,  **  our  society  request  the  favour  of  vou'r 
amnitting  the  foiiowing  twelve  persons  wbo!>e 
names  are  subi^cribed  ? — Yes. 

Was  that  letter  read  f—VSo  doubt  it  was,  by 

its  h'-       i  ntcrrd. 

You  do  not  know  the  baud-writing  of  the 
oripnal  ? — I  do  not,  indeed. 

Look  at  the  meeting  on  the  15th  of  March, 
1793;  aiid  was  Mr.  Tooke  present  then  I — 

Ye*. 

Do  you  find  a  resolution  in  the  book  : 
*  TJial  thunl:- '  f  the  society  should  he 
fitvcQ  to  Joel  Barlow,  and  John  Frost,  tor 
nieir  conduct  in  the  presentation  oftheAd- 
dTt-<;  of  this  Sariety  to  the  N:itional  Conven- 
tion of  France ;  and  that  Mr.  Frost  be  as- 
sured that  our  regard  Ibr  him  is  not  lessened, 
but  increased  hy  ilie  prosecutions  and  perse- 
cutions which  his  faithful,  and  due  disclnr-e 
of  that  commission  may  bring  upon  hitu:  — 
it  is  entered  here. 

Did  that  resolution  pass  ? — Yes. 

Now  for  a  moment  just  look  back  to  the 
mil  of  May,  1792,  and  tell  me  if  you  find 
>If.  Ch.iries  Sinclair  elected  a  member  uf  the 
iocKty,  and  who  proposed  and  seconded  hiui? 
■  He  wu  proposed  by  Mr.  Tooke,  and  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Frost 

Now  zo  to  the  12th  of  April,  1793,  you  will 
had  au  entry  there,     Read  an  answer  di- 

oMlote  pccpnea  to  the  letter  received 


A.  D.  179*.  [110 

from  the  Political  Sorictics  in  Norwich.^ 
And  a  resolution  that  the  answer  be  sent  by 
the  secretary  to  the  secretaries  of  the  said 
societies.  Was  that  answer  wootf  was  that 
leltcr  read  ? — Yes. 

Did  you  send  the  answer  a^ecd  to  be  sent 
on  that  d  iv  P—Most  likely  I  (fid. 

^v a ^  Mr.  1  <  uke pieseut thenf— He appeata 
upon  the  book. 

Was  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Vaugfaes 
jirr-rnt  that  day  ?— It  appears  here  that  he 
was ;  but  why  be  is  put  down  1  do  not  know, 
for  he  IS  not  a  member  of  the  society. 

Go  on  to  the  '.'Bth  of  June,  1793;  was  Mr. 
Boniiey  pre'ient  tliat  day? — It  appears  SO. 

Mr.  Marti  11  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Joyce  ? — Yes. 

Was  Mr.  Vurke  present? — Yes. 

T/)ok  back  to  the  21st  of  June,  and  tell  me 
if  Mr.  Tooke,  and  Mr.  Yorke,  were  both  pce- 
seiU  then,  as  far  as  apprnrs  by  the  book?— 
Yes  ;  as  far  as  appears  by  the  book. 

Should  you  nave  put  them  down  if  fhey 
had  not  been  present  some  part  of  the  time? 
—No;  if  they  had  not  been  present  some 
part. 

Look  to  the  SSth  of  October,  1799;  doet 
Mr.  Tooke  appear  to  have  been  present  oift 

that  day? — Yes. 
Do  you  observe  an  entry,  "  Mr,  Saciair 

rc  irl  a  letter,  with  an  address  from  Mr.  Skir- 
vmg,  secretary  to  the  Convention  of  the 
Friends  of  the  People  in  Seothnd,  to  the 
secretary  of  the  Loiidon  Corresponding  So* 

ciety" .? — Yes. 

Was  that  letter  read  ? — Yes;  I  suppose  so 
by  the  entry. 

You  find  a  resolution  about  an  extraordinary 
general  mectius,  did  that  also  pass,  according 
to  your  gcneraibelief ? — Yes. 

Proceed  to  the  f  tli  f  Prcen^ber,  1793  ;  was 
Mr.  Tooke  present  upon  that  day,  as  far  as 
appears  upon  the  book  P— Yes. 

Is  there  a  resolution  on  that  day:  "That 
a  General  Mertinsr  of  the  society  be  called 
for  the  secuud  Friday  m  January  next,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  important  letters 
rrreived  from  the  delegptie,  Mr.  Sinclair" f*- 

I  >  1  here  a  resolution :  "  That  a  committee 

should  he  a|i|i<jinted  to  correspond  with  thdr 

delegate,  Mr.  Sinclair"? — Yes. 
Were  those  resolutions  come  to  ?->-Te8, 
You  were  present  upon  the  98th  of  Mareh, 

1791?— Yes. 

Was  Mr.  rooke  present,  as  lai  as  appears, 
on  that  day? — Yes. 

Mr.  Bonney? — Yes. 

Mr.  Joyce  ? — ^Yes. 

Mr.  KyddP—Yes. 

T)o  you  rriirraher  the  resolution  to  enter  a 
letter  signed  Thomas  Hardy,  upon  the  books 
of  the  society,  beginning  "  Citizen'*  ?— Yea, 
it  appears  here. 

Is  it  entered  ? — Yes. 

Were  you  present  at  a  meeting  of  the  4tli 
ofApiilflTMr— Yea. 
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Was  Mr.  Tooke  present  then?— lit  appears 
in  the  book. 

Mr.  Bonnry? — Yes. 
Mr.  Joyce  ?— Yes. 
Mr.  llurdy  ?— Yes. 
Mr.  Kvdd  ?— Yes. 
INIr.  Uichler'— Yes.  ^ 

Did  the  resuluuuns  pass  Uat  are  entei^ 
upon  the  book,  as  upon  that  day  should 

have  no  iloubl  of  it,  sir,  a^  far  as  I  knowfram 
tba  book  ;  I  do  not  rccoliect. 


Trial  of  John  Home  Tooke 


You  have  been  asked,  whether  Mr.  Vaughao 
was  present  at  a  certain  meetinp;.  ofNhe  so- 
ciety, ycm  said  be  was  not  a  member  ;  but  it 
was  saul  lie  wa<4  avi«»itor;  did  the  9(icioty  ad* 
mit  of  visitors  ? — No. 

He  oflen  dinedr  I  suppose,  at  the  dinner 
club,  as  maoy  other  genUemen  did  i — Yes  ^ 
be  did. 

You  wete  just  now  asked,  whether  T  did 

not  appear  to  have  been  present,  on  the  2."<th 
oi  October,  1793,  when  a  rcsohition  was  pas- 


The9lh  of  May,  1794  ;  was  Mr.  Tooke  sed  relative  to  the  di'lc^ates — you  answered, 
present  then  ?— It  appears  so.  }  that  it  appeared  by  ll»e  books  I  was — but  you- 

Do  you  srr  nn  entry — '*  Read  a  pam]>hlct  i  forgot,  you  before  declareH,  that  though  I  ap- 
contaiuing  ccrtaui  proceedings  of  the  I^mJuu  ,  pearcd  by  the  books  to  be  present,  you  knew 
Corresponding  Society,  and  of  this  Society.  |  1  was  not  preseot,  at  that  time?^You  cer- 
Rcsolveil,  that  two  thotisand  of  the  same  be   tainly  were  not  present. 


thotisand 
printed  by  this  Society"  r — Yes. 
Did  that  pass  ?-*Yes ;  I  suppose  so. 

Mr.  Dante/  Admm  a^am  cross-ekatained  by 
Mr.  /Vw&e. 

T  have  but  one  or  two  quesiif  nfj  to  ask  you. 
On  the  21th  of  JtiTumry.  \  \  (here  is  an  or- 
der** Tli»l  llic  addieabut  the  Jjuiiduu  Corres- 
ponding Society  should  be  entered  in  the 
books  <jt'  the  society."  Was  the  address  ever 
entered:' — Not  the  address  of  the  London 
Corresponding  Society  ;  1  do  not  know  that 
it  wivs  ever  ordered — A  motion  was  mar^e, 
that  it  be  resolved,  that  the  most  excellent 
address  of  the  London  Corresponding  Society, 
be  inserted  in  the  books  of  this  society 

It  it 
was  not. 

You  have  been  asketl,  whether  on  the  first 
of.^pril,  1791,  the  "society  tlitl  cnnic  to  tli»t 
resolution  ;  to  which  you  answer,  as  appears 
by  the  books,  yes. — ^What  did  you  understand 
when  you  were  asked,  whetlier  the  "-nrjety 
came  to  that  resolution? — had  you  any  deter- 
minate notion  of  the  persons  meant  by  the 
word  SocUttf  Y  wlicn  the  attorn*  y  general 
asked  you,  whether  the  society  <lid  a  particu- 
lar thmg,  and  you  have  answered,  yes,  be- 
cause you  find  it  in  the  books  ;  couid  you,  il 
asked,  explain  who  were  the  individuals  meant 
by  the  word  Svctttt/  v — \  could  not. 

Then  at  all  times  %vhcn  you  answered,  that 
the  society  did  such  a  thiii;^,  all  that  ynn 
mean  to  say  was,  that  some  persons,  but  you 
do  not  know  who,  did  so  } — Yes ;  certainly. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  intcUigenrc  gained  *  "  Tliis  once « drbrated  writer,  was  for  t^onle 
by  this. — ^Then  you  have  been  asked  many  {  time  a  trcqucnt  auebt  at  Wimblcton  ;  but 
questions  about  the  names  of  those  who  j  never  a  favourite  mere.    Mr.  Toukc  was  ac- 

Sroposed  certain  members  in  the  society^ —  customed  to  WOHX  both  at  his  poetry  and 
id  you,  or  did  \<iu  m^t  know,  ihtt  in  the  year  '  pro^e.  Oner,  in  my  company,  tlie  philolo- 
JTOO,  1  was  a  candidate  to  represent  the  city  j  gist  repeated  a  distich,  replete  wiili  the  butkot, 
of  Westminster  in  parliament*  ^-^Yes.         |  whkl>  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  have  forgot* 

Do  you  not  suppose,  that  in  ronsrr|iirncc  of  :  tf*n,  as  it  had  been  recited  to  him  by  the 
tliat,  many  persons  might  apply  to  me  to  be 
proposed  as  members  of  that  society  ? — Ycry 
likely,  but  1  do  not  know. 

•  As  to  this  occurrence,  see  Memoirs  of 
the  life  of  John  Hume  Took^  by  Aleiander 
btepheni^csq.  VoL  %^  p.  89. 


You  said  cireumstaoces  led  you  to  know 
that  I  urasnot  present,  at  that  time  7— Yes. 

Mr.  Aitiirnt  u  (ioieiitl—Tio  you  mean  to 
say  Mr.  To*"ke  was  not  present  at  any  part  of 
tbateventn^f—N  o ;  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  ll^yrc— Gentlemen,  it 
seems  the  purpc^e  of  thU  lone;  examinatiorv 
has  been  only  to  &huw,  that  thobe  articles 
which  are  entered  in  this  book,  were  real 
transactions  of  ihosn  people  who  called  them-' 
selves  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Informa* 
tion,  consisting  sometimes  of  one  set  of  people 
and  sometimes  of  another  :  they  have  not 
read  them  to  you  for  the  purpose  of  your 
marking  the  contents  of  them  as  yet;  but  in 
order  to  entitle  them  to  read  thera,  it  waaoe-' 
nsertea  any  where  ? — it  cerotinly  \  ces<»ury  to  go  into  this  examination. 

[Thp  followjnc^  entries  were  read  from  the 

books  ol  Ihe  L'aiibtitulional  Society  ] 

"  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Constitu- 
tional Information,  held  at  the  SecrelaryV 
huu:>c,  I'ookc's-court,  ChaDceiy-laoe^  Friday^ 
^2dot  March,  1791, 

pRFSEXr, 

"  Dr.  Edwards  in  the  chair. 

"  Mr.  Cocpcr,  Mr.  H.  Tooke,  Mr.  Cooper 
(Manthesler)  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  B.  llolliSy 
Mr.  J.  AdaflQS,  Mr.  Favell,  Mr» Toffin,  Mr. 
Irosty  * 

"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  thi«!  society 
be  given  tu  Mr.Tbomas  Faine  *  foi  his  most 


titur,  \v  ho  deemed  it  bis  masterpiece, 
"      principles  never  accorded  with  those 

of  Mr.  Tooke  ;  for  tlie  latter  possessed  high 
notions  of  the  aristocracy  ot  teammg,  and 
conceived  but  a  low  opinion  of  those  whom 
he  was  accustomed  to  denominate  ignorant 
men;  £sr  better  caindntBd  to  puU down  than 
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masterly  book/mlilulcd  'The  Ri-hts  of  Man,' 
io  which  Dot  only  the  inalcvolcQl  sophistries 
oTlHreliDf;  scribblers  are  detected  and  exposed 
to  merited  ridicule,  hut  many  ufllu'  nio>t  im- 
portant and  beoe&cial  puUticai  trullis  are  suted 
m  a  raajiner  so  irresistibly  convincing,  as  to 
protnise  the  acceleration  of  that  not  very  dis- 
taor  pffifv*!,  when  usurping  borough- sellers, 
zud  pfotiigate  hon>ni»h-buycrs,  shall  be  de- 
prived of  what  tlay  nnpndenllv  dare  to  call 
ihrir  pr  ipcrty-  the  choiCC  of  the  represeaUfc- 
tivesol  the  people. 

**The  Constitutional  Society  cannot  help 
cipr(--ini  Ihfir  satisfaction  that  so  valiKiiilt; 
«  publication  has  proceeded  from  a  member  ol 
tfMt  society ;  and  they  sincerely  hope  that 
the  people  of  England  will  p\r  tint  altcntiun 
to  the  «.uhject5  discussed  in  xMr.  Maine's  trea- 
tisse,  which  their  manifest  importance  so  justly 
deserve/' 

«  Rf  solved,  That  the  fl-if'soiiig  resolutions, 
lad  all  tuture  proceedings  uf  this  society,  be 
Rfolarly  Iranf milled,  by  the  secretary,  to  all 
our  CorrcspoiurineC(»nstitutioiial  Societies  in 
£A2land,  Scotlano,  and  France.'* 

<^Resolved,  Th&t  the  above  resohitions  be 
publi-.he<l  in  the  pupers." 

•  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  be  desired 
to  transmit  the  resolttUoOS  to  Mr.  Pttne.*' 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  society,  held  Friday* 
Ap.il  11.  1701,  at  the  Secretary**  hotuei 
Teoke's-court,  Chancery- laoe. 

**  Pnr^ENT, 
"  Richard  Sharpe,  esq.  in  the  chair. 

**  CociDt  Zcnobio,  Mr  Favell,  Mr.  B.  Cooper, 
Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  Cooper, 
{Manrhestf  r)  Mr.  Frost,  Dr.  Edwards,  Mr. 
Biand  liollis. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  (/f  this 
Mcicty,  recommending  Mr.  Paine*  book, 
*The  Rights  of  Man,'  and  published  in  sey©-  i 
ral  of  the  papers,  be  rc-publishetl  in  the  fol- | 
lowing  :  General  tvening,  Morumg  i'ost, 
World,  English  Chronicle,  Sherborne,  Leeds, 
York,  Bristol,  Nottingham,  and  Birminghaiik 

Hr.  Thcmtti  Chapman  sworo^Bxamined  by 

Mr.  Garrow. 
Were  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  Thomas 
Paine,  the  author  of  the  Rights  of  Man  T— I 

Look  at  this  book  (showing  it  to  the  wit- 
ness) and  tell  me  whether  you  pruited  or  pub- 
Iist^ed  that  work  for  Mr.  Paine  f—I  printed  it 

Mr.  r.iinc. 

it  IS  liic  iirst  part  of  ihc  Rights  oi  Man  ?— 
Yes. 

Had  you  in  the  progress  of  publication,  any 
commuoicatioQS  with  the  author  upon  the  sub* 
ject  ?—l  had. 

Uakl  up  governments  ?'*   Memtirs  itf  John 
Bonu  rooke  inUnperted  t>Uh  original  do* 
CMMcals  :   by  Alexander  Stephens,  esq.  of  the 
konourahU  Sociei^  tf  tkt  Muidlc  Tmfle, 
VOL.  XXV, 


ii.  D.  1794.  in^ 

[The  extracts  from  the  first  part  of  tha 
Rights  of  Man,  read.] 

[Vide  Ilarfly'-i  Trial  anti,\(il^\,  \k  40'.] 

Mr.  ('arrou. — Mr.  Adamb  is  not  here,  we 
will,  if  your  lordship  pleases,  read  an  entry  dt 
bene  epe,  from  the  hooks  of  the  Constitutional 

Society  of  the  '2  2nd  of  J  uly,  1?91. 

Mr. 'i'cx>Ac,— My  lord,  there  Is  not  a  word 
llicy  have  proved  that  I  am  not  ready  to  ad- 
nur;i<;rMi^t  my-t  lf :  it  ^vill  save  a  great  deal 
ol  tunc,  il  lUey  will  by  bc  lorc  me  that  which 
they  have  still  to  bring,  because  I  perceive 
their  conduct  is  huni-urable.  I  was  afraid, 
when  1  came  inlo  ihis  court,  thai  there  was 
perjury  to  be  brought  against  me— I  have  been 
sii-,pt  (  led  to  be  il  ti;iilor,  but  I  see  nothing 
but  wliut  i5^  honourable:  let  thetn  show  me 
tliL  p-iiK  r,  and  I  will  admit  every  thing. 

Lord  Chief  .Tubli<e  Fyre. — There  Is  no 
objection  to  reading  ttuit  extract,  de  bene  etse, 
till  Adams  comes.  I  have  refMatedly  said, 
that  I  will  not  bind  down  the  prisoner  by  any 

ailinissions. 

Mr.  Tooke.— I  beg  pardon— I  say  it  would 
be  possible  if  the  jury  were  not  very  attentive, 

by  hearing  a  i^rcat  many  things  proved,  to 
make  them  tliink  that  they  were  tlunirs*  of 
consequence,  because  they  were  proved  ;  I 
would  r.ilher  they  should  take  them  a^>  M'hnit- 
ted,  and  see  what  they  are  ;  for  I  un  fearliU 
they  should  believe,  that  it  would  be  iropossk 
ble  for  an  attorney  and  solicitor-general  to 
waste  hours  and  hours  in  proving  those  things 
which  I  am  willing  to  adimt ;  and  that  they 
will  really  think  they  have  weight,  when  I 
know  they  have  not. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £y/t.— At  fucicul  no- 
thing will  t>e  read  but  that  which  is  in  proof, 
and  every  thingin  proufwill  he  rrad  :  hitherto 
those  proceedings  liave  not  been  read,  they 
h&ve  ooly  been  examined  to  f  or  the  purpusu 
of  idenlilying  them,  and  '^howing  that  they 
weri)  real  tiansaclions  of  the  persons  who 
compose  this  society — what  they  are,  is  to  be 
seen  when  they  arc  rea  l ;  the  question  wo 
were  upon  wa*-,  uhethcr  it  was  right  or  not 
to  rea<l  iUb  out  paper  lU  bene  e$se,  till  Mr. 
Adams  comes  to  prove  it;  to  that  utent  I 
see  no  objection. 

[The  extract  rcafl  ] 

"At  a  Meeting  f)r!'l  it  the  Secrcliry'^  house. 
Tooke's-court,  Cliai.<  i  rv-lanc,  Iriday,  34d  of 
July,  1791: 

"  PnrsENT, 

"  Mr.  Frost  in  the  chair, 

*'  Mr.  Jeremiah  Batley ;  Reverend  Dr. 
Towers;  Mr.  Bonucy  ;  Mr.  J.  Adams;  Mr, 
B.  Cooper;  Mr.  I.  L.  Bailey;  Mr.  Satchel; 
Mr.Busli ;  Mr.  Paine;  and  Doctor  Edwards, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  original  and  ir  insla- 
tion  of  an  address,  communicated  by  the 
reverend  Dr.  Towers,  from  the  society  of 
Nantes,  be  entered  in  the  books  of  tliis 

society.*' 
I 
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••To  the  Friends  of  Liberty,  asspnihlcd  to- 
gether at  J^ondon  on  tlio  1  itli  ol  July,  1791, 
to  celebrate  the  l^rci I'  ll  KcvulnUui!.  ! 

**  The  Free  Citizens  Irom  the  banic  sot  tbe 
Loire  sddtess  theirtestHnooies  of  brotherboo<i 

aiul  of  ^'()od-\vi'I  to  tlx-  notlo  >-oiis  <>f  lilirrly 
wlio  loluibiit  the  happy  chores  ol  the  Thame!«. 

**  Whilst  an  impotetft  band  of  the  factions 
are  actively  employed  in  the  heart  of  Trance, 
and  the  prwid  nobIc<>  arc  carrying  thi  pi  i^on 
of  their  calumny  iiitu  toreign  porib  ;  \\  lul^t 
the  priests  are  labouring  to  rekindle,  by  their 
peBtilential  brcatli,  llir  r  xi'mcnishcd  t^rth  of 
^uiaticisrn ;  and  the  tirst  ut  our  functionaries 
litt  given  to  the  people  the  example  •f  diarc- 
garutnf;  f.i  o  itli,  i  ir  wislies  ana  our  senti- 
Vieots  lead  us  to  wards  you,  generous  strangers, 
who  arte  engaged  in  celebrating  the  n«nch 
Revolution — a  happy  presage  of  the  revolu- 
tion of  the  world  !  But  why  speak  we  of  yoti 
as  of  strangers  !  yo«  are  our  friends,  and  uur 
brethren;  those  only  are  strangers  to  us  who 
desert  thrm,  and  who  cxcitf^  wrxrs  in  order  to 
perpetuate  their  tyrannical  dominion,  utul  to 
rivet  the  chams  of  nations.  The  decrees 
t\lilc]i  hav^  r';?r»h]i'.hpd  the  T'r-  nch  liberty 
have  been  hke  liie  trumpet  sounding  Uic  re- 
KUfTedion  of  the  worM :  at  ocnr  voice  the  Da- 
tioiis  liavf  raised  their  detjraded  fronts ; 
tyrafnts  have  turned  pale  up6n  their  throties ; 
•fid,  SHch  is  the  pobable  effect  of  this  great 
revolution,  that  in  a  short  lime  nothing  will 
%e  remaining  of  them  but  the  sorroM  fu  l  and 
shameful  remembrance  ot  thtjir  faults,  and  (»f 
their  crimes.  Let  tiie  gnfat  ultra  iMont  Hnc 
Bramali  cxrommunicnte  ns ;  his  rmpotent 
thunders  wtli  utiiy  serve  to  enkindle  the  fires 
-which  in  France  constMne  bis  effigy.  We  de- 
sire to  li\  ('  in  the  same  comnuinum  with  all 
the  friends  of  peace  and  o(  liberty ;  and  the 
oppressors  of  the  people  arc,  in  our  eyes,  the 
only  '■clii'-iiKuic^^.  \\  ith  what  inexpressible 
plcatiure  have  we  seen  your  brave  countrymen, 
0«r  happy  precursors  in  the  cause  of  liberty, 
•who  reside  in  France,  enrolling  themselves 
under  our  standards,  and  :ui«jmentlni;  llic 
numbcrofthe  members  who  turn|io-c  those 
•octettes,  formed  on  the  pure  i>rin(  ijdrs  ,,f 
citizrn-hi|>,  of  wliicli  yoti  wrrf  llir  fir-t  iiisti- 
tutors,  and  which  are  the  unshaken  coiumu 
of  our  sublime  oonstifutioQ.  When  a  few 
years  aif  cI.ipM  d,  \\(  shall  the  two  first 
nations  of  the  earth,  England  and  France, 
united  together  in  a  holy  league,  to  avenge 
the  human  race  of  those  unpunished  outrages 
which  bas  e  di;<£rniccd  it  during  so  many  airrs. 

"  Geucruua  liutons,  love  us,  and  unite  your- 
selves with  usy  and  the  world  will  be  free  and 
happy. 

(Signed)      "  Fr.AN-rr<!  prr^ii!'-nt, 
•*  Nantes,  "  SAvt^zAV,  cx«scc, 

July  5,  l79t«         "  Ilucma  HABooais, 
**  Perpelualieeielaiy," 

"  To  the  Friends  of  the  Constitution 
€oa^icbcadiDg  Ihree  Societies." 


Mr.  Thma$  Chapm-i;}  cross^amined  by  Mr. 

I  knoTv  rnn  nrr  n.  very  nliijious  man,  and 
thai  you  often  read  in  ttie  Utble,  1  desire  too 
to  tell  me  whether  yo«  have  never  found  in 
that  l>o«k,  whieh  you  venerate  so  much,  ex- 
]>re^■^iuns  thai  you  would  not  use  before  your 
family  do  not  know  that  there  is 
portion  of  scripture  that  I  would  not  at  aU 
times  read  to  my  family. 

Do  vou  not  recollect  expressions  in  thai 
best  of  all  books  that  you  would  not  chooae 
to  read  before  >*our  wife  ai>d  daughters,  or 
suflfer  others  to  read  ?  I  do  not  repeat  thcro. 
because  I  dare  swear  tfie  benefa,  the  jury,  aiM 
every  man  who  ever  read  the  Bible,  will  re- 
collect certain  expressions,  which,  for  the 
sake  of  decency,  he  would  not  choose  ¥>vam 
before  a  family.  I  do  not  choose  to  mention 
them. — ^Thereare  portions  of  scripture  ^hich, 
in  the  estimation  of  men,  may  he  considered 
as  indecent,  but  in  my  notion  there  ii^  no  part 
of  God's  word  that  has  any  indeocat«xpiica- 
sion  iu  it. 

But  yon  would  not  choose  to  read  that  part 

lo  your  wife  and  dauc;hters? — No,  I  should 
not  appropriate  those  parts  particularly. 

Mr.  Tbrift«.>— You  have  been  called  to  provt 
Mr.  Pained  Imok^,  and  out  of  a  great  deal, 
small  portions  oi  it  have  been  read ;  and  so 
you  might  read  certain  parts  of  the  Bible—— 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — That  is  not  a 
proper  subject  to  examine  the  witness  to,  it 
is  observation  upon  the  evidence,  and  cer- 
tainly it  is  an  observation  that  deserves  attCfh' 
tion  ;  but  it  h  olt'.i  rv  iiion. 

Mr.  Tooke. — i  lhank  your  lordship,  that  is 
not  the  sort  of  Indulgence  I  ptotestea  acatnst. 
If  I  have  done  wrong  I  bqs your  hMmhip't 
pardon. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  JByra.— I  only  wisliod( 
to  set  you  right,  without  ^peaking  widi  ai^ 

asperity. 

Mr.  Tookc. — I  have  been  but  fortv  vears 
student,  when  I  shall  come  to  becaJwdtotlM 
bar  *  I  iiopc  1  shall  know  better. 

Jdui  T^umptOK  iworik—EsaiBined  \fj  Mir. 

Tjm. 

Arc  you  a  messenger  r-  -1  aia  ticrk  to  the 
public-office  at  Whitecliapel. 

Did  vou  find  this  paper  [showing  it  the 
wituessl  amongst  Mr.  lookc's  papers  ac 
Wimbledon  ?-rdid. 

[Tt  was  read.] 

"  Addres"*  and  Declaration  of  a  select ineetinr 
of  the  friends  of  universal  peace  an3 
liberty.  The  following  address  and  de- 
daration  to  our  fellow-citizens  was  agreed 
on,  and  ordered  to  be  published : 

"  rrirnd^  and  Fcllow-ci'Li/ens  ; 
"  At  a  moment  like  the  present,  when 
wilful  misrepresentations  arc  industriously 

•  bee  Vol.  fl()>p.  6a7»ii«f«. 
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rMi  19*  the  partisaos  of  ariHtraiy  power,  and 
advocalc?^  f  f  j  issivt  uhodicnr e  and  court 
gpvemmeQl,  wt  tluok  it  incumbent  upon  us 
to  declare  to  the  world  our  principles  and  the 

inolivr>  of  our  conduct.  i  tjoicf  al  tin- 

glorious  event  of  the  French  Hevotution.  If 
U  be  a&kcd  what  is  the  French  Revolution  to 
mi  ««  anawer  (as  haa  been  already  answered 
in  another  place*)  it  is  mith  to  tis  as  men, 
much  to  ui>  as  Englishmen — tucu  who  re- 
joice in  tlie  freedom  of  twenty-five  miUioiu  0f 
our  fellow-beings  ;  we  rpjoice  in  the  prospect 
which  such  a  magniticcnt  example  opens 
l»  tho  wwrM;  vre  congratulate  the  Fk«neb 

Litton  fur  h.ivln.;  laid  the  a\e  tl.r  r  u  t  r.f 
^jFmuijr,  aud  crectmg  a  |overunieQt  on  the  | 
meni  kereditaiy  rights  of  man— rights  which  | 
appertain  to  all,  and  not  to  any  one  more  than 
t0  another.  NVe  know  of  no  human  authority 
Sj^moir  to  that  of  a  whole  nation  ;  and  we 
fn^Ma  and  proclaim  it  as  our  principle,  that 
nrrr  nntion  has  at  all  times  an  inherent  in- 
dcte^ibie  right  to  constitute  and  establish 
MKh  government  for  itaalf  as  best  aecxifda 
with  its  disposition,  interest,  and  happiness. 

Eaglbbmeo  we  also  rejoice,  because 
veaie  mmediattfy  ioteratled  ui  the  Frsoch 
Revolution  ;  wilhuut  inqniring  into  the  jus- 
tice, on  either  side,  of  the  reproachful  char;^es 
cf  intrigue  ai^  anUtlott  much  the  English 
and  French  courts  have  constantly  made  on 
rich  other;  w«*  confine  ourselves  to  this 
ob«ervauun,  thai  il  Uic  court  of  France  onlv 
«•§  in  fault,  and  the  numerous  wan  which 
have  di^uirbtd  hoth  countries  are  fbu  -fable 
to  her  aione,  that  C^ourt  now  exists  no  longer, 
md  the  casase  and  the  consequence  must 
cease  together.  The  French,  therefore,  by 
the  levcSutkm  they  have  made,  have  con- 
fMf«d  for  va  as  wall  as  for  Ibenud^  if  it 
be  true  that  ths»  couft  only  was  in  Ault, 
sad  ours  never. 

«  On  this  state  of  the  case,  the  French 
Btvalulion  immediately  concerns  us.  We  are 
oppressed  with  a  known  national  debt,  a  bur- 
then of  taxesi,  and  an  cxpcn>ivc  adiuinistra- 
tkm  of  government,  beyond  those  of  any 
f  eoplc  in  the  world ;  wo  have  also  a  very 
numerous  poor ;  and  wc  hold  that  the  moral 
ebBgatias  of  providing  for  old  age,  helpless 
infancy,  and  poverty,  is  far  superior  to  that  of 
mpptying  the  iuveutod  wants  of  courtly  ex- 
travagance,  ambition,  and  intrigue.  We  be- 
lieve there  is  no  instance  to  be  produced,  but 
ID  England,  of  seven  millions  of  inhabitants, 
which  make  but  little  more  than  one  nuUKjn 
ei&flBihes,  payingyearly  sevEKTCEN  mim.ioks 
cf  taxes.  A has  always  been  held  out  by 
ail  admini>iru.tions  that  the  restless  ambition 
af  the  court  of  Franee  rendered  this  expense 
nece>sary  to  for  onr  own  defence,  we  con- 
sequently rejoice,  as  men  deeply  interested  in 
Ifaa  T^voeh  RevohilMii,  bsciuse  it  'aflfords  to 
as  ft  snfattuitaftl  graond  for  fetssniiig  the 

*  Beebratioa  of  the  Vohmteers  of  Belfast 


enorwRis  bxid  of  ourtmn  hurtbaoiaad taxes; 

that  court,  as  we  have  already  said,  exists  no 
longer,  and  consequently  the  same  eoonnous 
expense  need  not  coatinue  to  us. 

"  Thus  rejoiriuL',  as  we  sincerely  do,  both 
as  men  and  Enghshmen,  as  lovers  of  uni. 
versal  peace  and  freedom,  and  as  friend<>  to 
our  own  naticuml  prosperity  and  a  reduction  of 
our  public  expenses,  wtj  cannot  but  express  our 
astonishment  that  any  part,  or  any  members 
of  our  own  government  should  reprobate  the 
extinction  of  that  very  pcm  rr  of  France,  or 
wish  to  sec  it  restored,  to  whose  influeoee  they 
formerly  attributed  (whibt  they  ap|ieared  to 
1  in.ciit)  the  enormous  increase  of  <jiir  own 
burthens  and  taxes :  what  then  are  they  sorry 
that  the  pretenee  for  new  oppressive  taxes, 
and  the  occasion  for  continuing  many  old 
taxes,  will  be  at  an  end  ?  If  so,  and  if  it  is  the 
policy  of  courts,  aud  courl-govenunenl,  to 
prefer  enemies  to  friends,  and  a  system  of 
war  to  that  of  peace,  as  affording  more  pre- 
tences for  places,  offices,  pensions,  revenue, 
and  taxation,  it  is  high  time  for  the  people  of 
every  nation  to  look  with  eivctunspection  la 
their  own  mterests. 

•*  Those  who  pay  the  expense,  and  not 
those  who  pnrticifmtc  in  the  emoluments 
arising  Irom  it,  are  the  persons  immediately 
interested  in  inquiries  of  this  kind ;  we  arc  a 
part  of  that  national  bo^  on  whom  this 
annual  expense  of  seventeen  millions  falls; 
and  we  cou&ider  tlie  present  op|>ortunity  of 
the  French  Revolution  as  a  mu^i  happy  one 
for  lessoning  the  enormous  load  uii(lf>r  which 
this  nation  groans ;  if  this  be  nut  done,  we 
shall  then  have  reason  to  conclude  that  the 
cry  of  Liilii  me  and  amhiti  ii  ai»ainst  other 
courb,  IS  more  than  the  common  cant  of 
all  courts.  We  tiiink  it  also  necessary  to  ex* 
press  our  astonishment  that  a  government, 
desirous  of  being  catted  fref,  should  prefer 
connexions  with  the  most  despotic  ana  arbi> 
trary  powers  in  Europe;  we  know  of  noao 
more  deserving  this  description  than  those  of 
Turkey  and  Prussia,  and  tiie  whole  combina- 
tion of  German  despots.  Sepamted,  as  we 
happily  are,  by  nature  from  the  tumults  of 
Uie  continent^  we  reprobate  all  systems  and 
intrigues,  which  sacrifice  (and  tliat  too  at  a 
great  expense)  the  blessings  of  our  natural 
situatioo ;  such  systems  cannot  have  a  na- 
tional origin. 

If  we  are  asked  what  p^overnmenl  is  ?  we 
hold  it  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  n'  utonal 
AS^ociATlOll ;  and  we  hold  that  to  be  the 
best  which  sectires  to  every  man  his  rights, 
and  promotes  the  greatest  qtiantity  of  happi- 
ness with  the  least  expense ;  we  live  to  im- 
prove, or  we  live  in  vain ;  and  therefor*  wo 
admit  of  no  maxims  of  government  or  policy, 
on  the  mere  score  of  antiquity,  or  other  men's 
authority-^tbe  old  whigs  or  the  itrai.  We 
will  exercise  the  reason  with  wd)!c!i  we  are 
endowed,  or  we  possess  it  nnwurthily  ;  as 
reason  is  ^ven  at  all  times,  it  is  for  tiie  pur* 
pqpsof  btn^tiitdKiall  tiniat* 
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"  Among  tlio  lilessinjrs  whicli  llie  Frcncli 
Revolution  has  produced  to  that  nation,  we 
enumerate  the  aDoIition  of  the  fetidal  system 
of  injustice  and  tvranny,  on  the  ilh  of  August, 
17t;y.  Beneath  ihr  tnid.il  sy-t*  in  F.urope 
has  long  groaned,  and  Irum  il  England  is  not 
3ret  free.  Game  laws,  borough  tenures,  and 
tyraniiif  ill  monDpc  lir?,  of  numerous  kinds, 
Slili  rcmam  amongst  us;  but  rejoicing,  as  we 
sincerely  do^  in  the  freMom  of  others,  till  we 
sti.ill  li;ii>i>ily  arronipli^li  onr  own.  we  intended 
to  cotumcmorate  this  period  to  ttic  univer^l 
eitirpatbn  of  the  feudal  systen),  by  meeting 
on  the  anniversary  of  that  day  (the  4th  ui 
August),  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor;  from 
this  meeting  we  were  prevented  by  the  inter- 
ference ot  certain  unnamed  and  ikulking  per* 
sont,  with  thf  in.istcr  of  the  t.ivt m,  who  in- 
formed us,  tliat,  on  their  reprcienlations,  he 
could  not  receive  us  there.  Let  those  who 
live  by,  or  countenance  feudal  oppressions, 
take  the  reproach  of  thb  iueffectual  meanness 
and  cowarrlice  to  themselves;  they  cannot 
siillc  tlir-  public  (U'cl  tnition  of  our  honest, 
open,  and  avowed  opinions. 

**  These  are  our  principles,  andtiieseonr 
sentiments;  thty  embrace  the  interest  and 
happiness  uf  the  great  body  of  the  nation,  of 
which  we  ate  a  part.  As  to  l  iots  and  tmnults, 
let  those  answer  for  them  who,  by  wilful  mis- 
representation, endcivonr  to  excite  and  pro- 
mote titcm  ;  or  wi\o  strk  to  s/un  the  sense  of 
the  nation,  and  Icme  th<-  <^reat  cause  of  public 
Cood,  HI  the  outrages  of  a  misinformed  mob. 
We  take  our  groinid  on  principles  that  re- 
quire no  such  notous  aid  ;  we  mive  nothing 

to  appiehtnd  from  thi'  poor,  forwfarf.'  plead- 
ing their  cause,  and  we  fear  not  proud  oppres- 
sion, for  we  have  truth  on  our  side;  we  say, 
and  we  repeat  it,  that  the  French  Revolution 
opens  to  tiie  world  an  opportunity  in  which 
all  good  citizens  must  rejoice,  that  of  promot- 
ing the  general  happiness  of  man;  and  tliat 
il  moreover  offers  to  tfiis country,  in  particular, 
an  opportunity  of  reducing  our  enormous, 
and  enormously  misapjiUed  taxes. 

These  are  our  objects,  and  we  will  pursue 
them." 

£Note.  This  meeting  was  understood  to  have 
been  held  on  the  20Ui  of  August,  1791.] 

Mr.  William  ll'atx//(i// called  again. 

Mr.  J^w. — Txiok  nt  those  papers  i — ^Thc 
whole  of  tlie  first  paper  1  believe  to  be  Mr. 
Tooke*B  hand-writing ;  of  the  second,  the  in- 
terlineations only, 

Mr.  Tu^ike. —  iUcy  are  both  mine.  One  is 
my  writing,  the  other  is,  I  believe,  my 
daughter's;  the  iritf  r  liiu-atiuns  <.nly.  I'lio 
aduiis«iouof  that  paper  mi^bt  ca»U>  be  taken, 
for  it  was  loni;  agu  published  in  the  news- 
p.ij  Lr--,  •"(L  ii'  d  '-M  l»  niy  u^mo. 

iiOrd  Cttief  JuslKc  Kj^re. — If  any  thing 
should  turn  upon  the  daic  of  it,  which  they 
have  not  yet  a<^certaine<l,  tlie  drciUDStance  of 
Us  being  published  w  the  newspapers  at  a 


Trial  ofJakn  Home  Tooft#  {ISO 

1  given  time,  may  be  proper  to  be  produoed  as- 

evidence  on  your  part. 

Jttmct  Thornton  sworn. — Examined  by  Mr. 

Baccr. 

Are  you  one  of  the  king's  messengers  ? — I 
am  clerk  at  the  public  office  in  Mariborough- 
strect ;  1  found  ttiis  paper  in  Mr.  Xooke's- 
bouse,  at  Wimbkdon. 

[The  paper  was  read.] 

"  Dear  Sir ; — ^The  Manchester  Constitu- 
tional Society  have  requested  me  to  alwidge 

Paine,  and  to  republish  my  propositions  on 
civil  government,  ^harpe,  I  hear,  is  not  in 
town ;  Paine  is  in  Frauce ;  and  1  do  not  know 
of  any  friend  of  his  but  yourself,  to  whom  I 
can  send  my  pr«>posed  abridgment  for  his  opi- 
nion ;  indeed,  I  am,  at  any  rate,  dettirous  of 
your  reading  it;  for  although  two  or  three 
frionds,  to  whom  I  referred  it,  here,  approve 
of  it,  1  wish  you,  as  a  iricnd  of  Paine's,  and 
of  mine,  would  be  kind  enough  to  take  care 
that  Painr's  reputation  is  not  mangled  by 
mangling  his  book.  Wc  are  ^ing  on 
well  here ;  our  ConsUlutioiml  society  meets 
numerously,  and  with  a  proper  spirit ;  and 
every  pos'^iblc  exertion  is  making  by  the 
aristocracy  against  us,  as  you  may  see  liv  the 
protest,  and  By  the  necessi^  we  are  under  of 
vindicalin£f  our  resolutions, 

*•  Ilcturn  me  I'anie,  as  soon  as  vou  can, 
that  we  may  get  it  out ;  and  be  kind  enough 


to  civc  me  your  opinion,  whether  wc  *  (the 
CoQsLituttonal  Society)'  should  print  it  our- 
selves, or  undertake  to  order  a  certain  num- 
ber of  copies,  at  what  pii(c,  certainly  not  to 
exceed  one  shilling ;  whether  Jordan  would 
feel  himself  aggrieved,  or  Johnson,  who  of- 
fered to  print  It,  if  I  would  abridge  it ;  in 
short,  in  what  wny  had  we  better  do  it  ? 

**  I  \Mj\ic  your  Address  to  the  Electors  of 
Westminster,  and  your  account  of  yourspeech, 
&c.  before  tlio  committee,  does  not  stand  still. 
When  do  you  go  to  France  i — Your  s,  very 
sincerely,  T.  Coopea, 

"  Lever  TIall,  near  Bolton,  Lancashiic.'* 

Addressed,    John  Home  Tooke,  esq.^' 

?,Ir.  T,ioJ:c.~l  do  not  know  what  papers 
may  have  been  taken  from  my  huu:>c ;  but 
arc  letters  written  to  me  to  be  produced  as 
evidence  against  me  ? 

J.ord  Chief  .)u->ttce  JU'vrf.— Rctni;  found  in 
your  possession,  they  undoublediy  are  pru- 
ducible  as  evidence but,  as  to  the  effect  of 
them,  very  much  will  dcp^-nd  upon  the  cir- 
cmnstanccs  of  the  contents  ul  tiiusc  letters, 
and  whether  answers  to  them  can  be  traced, 
<ir  wliellicr  any  tiling  h:»s  l  eeii  diiUi;  upon 
them.  A  great  uutulier  ot  papers  mav  be 
found  in  a  man's  possession  which  will  ht, 
prunA  facie,  evidence  against  him,  but  will  be 
open  to  a  variety  of  explanations ;  and  it  is 
alwap  a  very  considerable  explanation  that 
nothuig  Mpears  to  have  been  done  in  cdhsc- 
4ueiice  of  the  paper  beiog  sent  lo  him.  But 
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fell  papers  found  in  the  possession  of  a  mail 
are,  prima  facie,  evidence  against  him,  it  the 
contents  ot  them  have  application  to  tlic  sub- 
let;! under  consideration. 

Mr.  Jui>/:r  — The  reason  of  my  asking  it  is, 
I  am  very  much  iitraHl  ittat,  bcsidesi  treason, 
1  itUT  be  charged  with  blasphemy. 

Lord  Cliiet  Justico  £jfr«. — Vou  are  not 
tried  fur  limt. 

Mr.  Toolce.— II  is  notorious  I  do  not  answer 
common  letUr->  uf  t  ivility.  Imi  I  have  re- 
ceived and  ktpt  many  curious  ictu.-r».  I  re- 
ecsved  some  letters  nom  a  man  whose  name 
hOlirir  VcruU,  and  he  endeavoured  to  prove 
to  me  tiiat  he  was  God  the  l"alhcr,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost.  (I  kept  the  letters  out  ol  cu- 
riojiiy,  and  it  b  probable  they  may  be  pro- 
duced again^st  me.)  Hf  nrnvrr!  it  from  the 
('Id  Toiamenl;  in  the  Ju.-vi  place  lli.ii  lie  was 
God  ttie  Father,  because  God  is  O  Veral ; 
that  is,  God  over  all.  He  proved  iic  was 
God  the  Son,  from  the  JSew  Testament — 
verilyt  verily,  I  am  he ;  that  is,  Vemt  /,  Veral 
/,  I  am  Uc.  Xttw,  it' these  letters,  written  to 
tbt,  which  I,  troin  curiosity  have  preserved, 
but  upon  which  I  have  taken  no  step,  and  to 
»hich  I  have  given  no  answer,  are  produced 
a^inst  me,  i  do  not  lutow  what  may  become 
ot  me. 

Lord  Chief  Justice      <    If  yon  can  treat 

ill  the  letter?  that  have  litcii  found  upon  you 
with  as  much  success  as  yuu  have  these  let- 
left  of  your  corre*<pondent,  you  will  have  no 
^rpat  reason  for  apprehension,  even  if  that 
klicr  should  be  brought  agaiu&t  you. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  have  several  such  letter^ 
that  I  l  ave  kept  for  lln  ir  curiosity. 

Lord  Chief  Ju&tice  Etfre. — At  present  they 
cannot  come  in  cNirge  against  you. 

John  Thompson  called  again. 

Mr.  Juiw. — Was  that  letter  [showing  it  to 
the  witness]  found  by  you?-  -Vc^,  in  Mr. 
Home  Tooke's  house,  at  Wimbledon. 

[It  was  read.] 

"  Manchester^  August  CO,  179 J. 

"  Dear  Sir ; — I  tliauk  you  lor  the  paper 
you  sent  roe ;  I  approve  much  of  the  letter  in 
It  with  your  sicnatnre,  and  would  gladly  pro- 
pagate it,  (/'  /  could,  but  I  cannot. 

**  Your  letter  found  nie  at  Mr.  Walker's, 
con(ine<l  by  illness,  to  my  bed;  and,  not  bcin^ 
ai>lc  to  apply  to  the  printer  my>elf,  I  doired 
Walker  to  ^tnd  the  paper,  witii  our  compli- 
ment«,  an'!  that  we  rc(|uesled  the  Idler, 
signed  J.  II.  T.  might  be  inserini  in  thf  n*  xt 
Mauchettter  newspaper;  the  answer  returned 
was,  that  it  couM  not  be  done  that  week, 
nor  perhap«?  the  lu  ^t,  l)ut  lie  would  see  about 
it;  yesterday  he  sent  a  iiote,ot  which  the  Ibl- 
lowutf  is  a  copy : 

'*  Wlien  C  Wheeler  gave  Mr,  Walker  his 
reasons  for  wishing  to  decline  the  insertion  of 

•  the  Belfast  Declaration,  he  thought  they 

*  would  have  equally  applied  to  any  other 
1  pnoductioa  of  the  same  nature ;  this,  he 


*  finds,  is  not  the  case,  as  Mr.  Walker  has 

*  sent  Mr.  Tooke's  address,  abounding  with 

*  exceptionable  remarks  for  publication,  re- 
'  marks  which  have  a  right  to  subject  botb 

*  the  writer  and  the  publisher  t<.i  a  proven j- 

*  tion;  it  may  be  sain  that  governuient  will 
<  not  prosecute  for  siidi  l  ubhcalions;  that 

*  does  n<it  lessen  the  /< //  / ot  t!i(  publisher, 
'  ia  running  a  risk  which,  it  his  duty,  as  a 
'  member  of  society,  to  avoid. 

•  Indepenflc^^  nf  these  reasons,  C.  ^^'heeler 
'  presumes  he  may  have  some  claim  to  acting 
'  nom  principle  ;  and  he  cannot  but  declare, 
'  that  he  would  wish,  in  future^  to  avoi«l  pub* 

*  lishing  what  may  hold  out  improper  ideas 

*  to  the  public  at  larpe,  who  seldom  think 
'  much  before  they  m  t  ,  uf  this  there  is  a 

*  recent  and  melancholy  instanre. 

"  ♦  C.  Wheeler  is  obliged  to  trouble  Mr. 

*  Walker ;  and  it  seems  fair,  in  his  own  viudi« 
'  cation;  I'Ul  hf*  cannot  help  obs<T\in>;,  tlial 

*  it  is  Willi  extreme  regret  he  is  now,  or  may 
'  be  at  a  future  time,  obliecd  to  recede  frooL 
'  any  ^irvic wfildi  Mr.  Walker  may  wish 

*  him  to  Dcrforni  together.' 

•*  In  Manchester  there  are  two  papers, 
published  weekly;  one  of  them  most  de« 
cidcdly  and  virulently  aristocratic,  tlio  other 
(C.  Whcdcr's)  generally  moderate,  and  rather 
in  our  favour  than  adver.se  ;  l  ni  you  see  that 
now  we  arc  decidedly  excludi  il  frr  in  that, 
not  only  on  the  occasion  of  your  address,  but 
on  every  other  future  political  subject.  We 
shall  tlu  rt  frrc  irnmrdiately  set  up  a  paper 
amoim  ourselves,  which  1  have  formerly  meQ> 
tioned to  you,  and  whidi  we  have  not  hitherto 
done,  because  we  thought  that  Wheeler  would 
have  no  objection,  on  beinj^  paid,  to  insert 
what  we  thought  fit. 

"  Can  you  lend  us  any,  and  what  assis- 
tnnce,  in  point  of  communications,  lo  sucli  a 
pa|>er  ;  it  will  ut  first  be  gently,  but  always 
I  decidedly  democratic,  nor  pestered  with  so 
rmirh  presbytrrian  nonsense.— Can  you  give 
ua  any  hints  about  it ;  we  have  all  e ady  spoken 
to  Sharpe,  who  has  been  down  here;  but 
Wheeler's  answer  came  after  his  departure. 

I  wrote  to  you  about  an  iutended  abridg- 
ment of  Paine';  vou  sent  m*  no  answer  of 
I  any  kind;  1  wish  you  hail,  Ici  ium  1  l,.ul  a 
I  formal  request  from  our  society  here  to 
I  publish.  The  preface  I  sent  you  with  it ;  if 

j  you  havc->burn.  1  am,  clear  sir,  your's 

sinrerrly,  "  '!"j;f)M*s  Cooi'm. 

"  Direct  lu  me  tu  Ltver  hali,  near  Dollon, 
Lancashire." 

A<ldressed  "  J.  Ilorne  Tooke,  es<).  Rich> 
mood-buildings,  Soho,  l,ondon." 

Mr.  Ifi/^«i''*  W'ooiff'tili  called  a^riin. 

Mr.  Law. — Look  at  the  interliueatioiis  on 
that  paper,  and  say  whose  band*writing  you 
believe  them  to  be? — This  paper  was  shown 
me  upon  a  late  occasion.  I  b»  Itexe  The  in- 
terlineations are  very  lew — in  Uie  fust  page  the 
word  "  incaptcitatal'*— the  word  "whose;" 
and,  in  the  aeoond  page,  the  words  and 
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erory,"  and  f  ur  luirs  ant]  :i  piece  arc  added 
to  it,  wlucii,  i  btht  ve,  me  Mr.  lookc's  hand- 
writing ;  the  rest  of  the  paper  oertamly  is  not 
Mr*  Tooke's  hand*writiog. 

Mr.  John  Gurnttt  5Wom. — Eununed  by  Mr. 

Law. 

look  at  that  paper,  which  is  marked,  I  be- 
lieve, with  jour  name  ?— It  is,  I  seiied  tiiis  iii 
Mr.  Hard/s  bouae. 

[It  waa  read.] 

[Vide  Banly*s Trial,  ante,  Vol.  a4,  page  373  ] 

The  following  Extract  from  the  Book  of  the 
Conatitutiooal  Society  was  lead 

**  At  a  Meeting,  held  on  Friday,  the  9th  of 
Marcli,  1792,  at  the  becretary's,  TookeV 
Court,  ChaDcer}  -lane. 

'*  Present, 

"  Uiciiard  Sharpc,  esq.  in  the  chair, 

«Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  M.  Bush,  Mr.  favcll. 
Captain  Tooke  Harwood,  Mr.  J,  Adams, 
Mr.  J.  L.  Bailey,  Mr.  A.  Bush,  Mr.  HolUs. 
Mr.  Frost,  Mr.  J .  H .  Tooke : — 
«  Joel  Barlow,  esq. ;  author  of  Advice;  lo 

the  Privileged  ()rdti>,  was  proposed  as  an 

bonoraiy  member  by  Mr.  Tooke,  and  seconded 

by  Mr.  bharpe. 
*^  James  MackiiitOftb,eiq.;  author  of  Ftn- 

dleia  GaUic4Sy  was  proposed  ns  an  honoriry 

member  by  Mr.  J  ooke,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 

Sharpe.'' 

^  Mr.  Tkonm  MmUan.-^  found  this  paper 
m  the  possesion  of  Mr.  Adaius. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre. — What  account 
has  been  given  of  this  letter?  What  does 
Adams  say  of  il  ? 

Mr.  iiowcr.— Wc  have  not  examined  Mr. 
Acbims  to  it. 

ISIr.  r.rskine.—Yon  mufit  examine  Adams 

to  It,  before  vou  can  read  it 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  ~\i  is  the  letter 
which  includes  the  resolutions  from  Sheffield, 
that  have  been  read,  with  Mr.  Tooke*s  hand- 
writing m  them. 

liord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.^ThzH  has  not 
been  read  yet;  there  was  not  that  circum- 
atance  to  introduce  il.  Do  you  mean  to  prove, 
that  any  paju  r,  found  in  Adams's  posj^!»sion, 
has  the  hand-writing  of  the  prisoner  en  it  ? 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— \ a.  1*his  is  a 
paper  relative  lo  the  Constitutional  Society  at 
Sheftield.  which  was  found  in  the  hands  of 
the  secretary  of  the  Conslilutional  Socir ty  in 
London,  he  being  also  a  member  of  tbatCon- 
ttitutioiml  Society. 

Mr.  Ershiiir.  ■  ■  -  Ad.iins  is  not  a  member  of 
the  Constitutional  Society. 

Mr.  £ower.-~He  said  he  had  been  secretary 
Ibr  many  years 


admitted  on  the  former  trial,  after  Hn^  b^ 

came  an  associated  member. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — It  certainly 
does ;  but  it  has  beeu  thought  neccssaty  to- 
day tu  call  Adams  to  sub.slantiiite  the  entries 
wiuch  were  to  be  read  from  the  book,  and  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  proper  that  he  SBOuld  b« 
now  calJed  to  explain  wnat  this  is. 

Mr.  Attorney  Genera/.— This  is  a  ca&e  ia 
whidi  the  paper  is  fbunil  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Adams — that  fat  t  is  proved — it  has  al* 
ready  been  proved,  that  he  was  secretary  to 
the  Society  for  Constitutional  Informatioa 
— il  has  already  been  proved,  that  Adams 
was  present  every  week,  from  1792,  down 
to  May  1794;  and  il  has  been  proved, 
with  a  very  few  excepCwos,  that  Mr.  Toolee 
was  likewise  present  at  every  one  of  those 
nights ;  and  Adams  is  the  person  in  whose 
possession  tiie  books  of  that  society  were. 

Mr.  Erskine.-  U  this  is  to  he  at  all  insisted 
upon,  I  sliall  usher  myself  in  to  the  attention 
of  your  lordship,  with  the  same  apology  that 
1  inad«"  before,  namely,  tliat  my  clieiU  does 
consider,  very  much  to  his  honour,  that  there 
arc  interests  of  others  at  stake,  as  well  as  his 
own.  I  do  profess,  once  mare,  I'  conceive  it 
to  be  totally  immaterial  t  j  me,  and  as  litti* 
tu  my  client,  vvlicliit  r  this  letter  is  lead  or  no. 

Mr,  Attorney  General. — This  is  not  ths 
time  to  address  the  jury  on  the  eAcI  of  ths 
evidence. 

Mr.  Enking.—I  am  speaking  to  tb« 

CoTirl,  not  looking  to  the  Jury,  nor  aiming 
at  the  jury— the  interruptjoi),  ll^refore,  is 

irregular. 

Mr.  Attorney  General." '1  stated  the  ground 
upon  which  I  thought  this  to  be  evidence ;  I 
did  not  state  any  o{)inion  of  mine  as  to  what 
I  thought  to  be  the  effect  of  it,  because 
in  staling  the  principles  upon  which  £ 
thought  it  might  be  evidence,  I  have  no  right 
to  address  even  to  the  Court  what  I  thmk' 
will  be  the  efl'ect  of  that  paper  in  evidence. 

Mr.  Erskine. — It  is  not  very  usual  to  ex- 
pect that  a  counsel  who  is  to  areue  any  thing, 
IS  just  to  fall  into  the  idea  in  the  contempla* 
lion  of  the  counsel  who  is  lo  argue  on  the 
other  side.  Certainly  I  have  a  ri^lit  lo  state 
why  I  do  take  this  objection.  It  is  an  ob« 
jeclion  that  can  at  onre  be  cured  by  calling 
Adams.  I  apprehend  ii  is  not  my  fault  that 
I  am  now  upon  my  legs  to  argue  it,  because, 
if  I  undi  isiaud  what  I  am  about,  this  p  'nt 
has  been  determined  by  your  lordships  to-ui^ht 
before.  This  paper  either  contains  some(hin|!^ 
whidi  is  to  criminate  the  prisuiK!,  or  the 
contrary;  if  it  does  not,  it  is  not  relevant  to 
the  cause,  and  therefore  not  admissible. 

If  it  be  matter  relevant  to  the  cause,  whkh 
it  only  can  be,  if  it  contains  crimin?irory  mat- 
ter agtiinst  liie  prisoner,  it  must  Isc  brought 
home  to  him  :  and  I  once  more,  therefore,  do 


Mr.  Attorney  Grnera/.—Ii  was  found  in  his    beg  to  remind* your  lordships  uf 'the  judgm*ent 


custody,  and  it  stands  precisely  upon  tlie 
same  principle  as  every  particle  of  evidence 
out  or  the  ConatiluiioiMl  Society,  that  tm 


pronouuu>d  by  all  the  judges  upon  the  trial 
of  Warren  Hastings,  which  your  lordship 
moai  undoubtedly  did  coniim  upon  «tatl 
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bmd  the  honour  to  aa^"  betore,  as  tar  as  my 
arguraent  went;  wad  after  I  had  addressed 

the  Court  «ofne  liiuc,  it  tiirncc!  out  that  wc 
trcrc  at  cross  purpo^  in  (act,  tor  if  the 
Court  had  conceived  I  "was  ftskin^  no  more 
tfaatk  I  v^  as  asking,  I  should  not  Im.ve  been 
^crniltttd  to  have  spoken.  I  was  then  rU ny 
U^ic  aUaussibility  of  just  the  same  i>ori  oi 
evidence  as  that  which  is  now  offered. 

Tii'^n  if  r  am  capable  of  romprehendino;  any 
Uuog,  wc  are  exactly  in  the  same  coomUoo 
m  we  were  in  some  honrs  ago,  when  I 
contended  that  it  was  neces^Mrv ,  i  n  the  first 
instanopy  to  call  Adams  for  this  purpose,  to 
say  when  he  received  this  paper,  whether  he 
had  ray  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  read  at 
any  meeting;  if  rrul  at  any  meetin!»,  whe- 
ther it  was  reaul  at  any  meeluig  at  which  Mr. 
1SQolGe>  name  even  apfKsarsmthe  book;  if 
»t  anv  meeting  where  i=i  name  appears  in  the 
iKiok,  whether  be  has  reason  to  believe  tlmt 
Mr.  TDoke  was  present  \  for,  in  the  mstaiu^, 
tad  Ihc  most  niutcrial  mst;ince,  where  that 
ovcrl-act  is  charged  upon  tbis  record,  namely, 
dMi  Mr.  Tootce  was  a  nciafcer  ef  tfie  com* 
miltee  of  co-o)>eration,  though  his  name  ap- 
pears upon  t)ic  book,  upon  that  occasion 
Adams  nas  proved  la  point  oi  lacl  tiiat  he 
was  not  present.  Then  it  may  happen  that 
either  this  letter  was  not  renf]  at  all  where  he 
app(:a.rs  by  ilia  book  to  be  present,  or  if  he 
appears  by  the  book  to  be  present,  that  he 
was  not  actually  present. 

The  altoraey  •  general,  liowever,  has  said 
%mi  this  letter  is  soroAow  connected  with 
some  other  matters  of  the  Sheffield  Society, 
where  Mr.  Tooke's  name  appears;  how  <]o 
we  know,  till  it  is  read,  what  it  is  e\Hdeacc 
ifr  I  do  not  admit  what  it  is  about,  nor  can 
the  attorney-general  tell  your  lordship,  nnn 
€«mlitt,  that  Mr.  Tooke  had  any  thing  to  do 
with  Sheffield.  My  view  in  oliiecting  to  tliis 
Is,  thai  your  Ion!  *  iji  iild  nut  luar  it 
Stated  or  read  till  tt  is  ina<le  out  by  the  ordi- 
wyndet  oflsw,  applicable  both  to  criminal 
and  civil  justice,  to  he  connected  with  the 
prisoner.  I  am  sorry  to  take  up  4be  time  of 
the  Court ;  I  have  shown  myMlf  eiceeAngly 
slow  to  it,  hut  when  my  client  dcsres  I 
should  do  thi«,  thonf_;h  for  rca.^ions  cpven  be- 
lore,  I  do  not  myeil  thmk  it  al  all  of  any 
weight  in  the  cause,  I  hope  the  attoiiiey<^ 
aeral  will  n»>t  think  wc  mean  to  offer  any 
kreguiar  opi^obition,  we  only  wish  to  have 
lbs  nnr,  orainary,  impartial  administratieii  ef 
jastifc,  and  r  impute  the  contrary  t  >  in  man. 

Mr.  OUfirt. — My  lord,  this  leUcr,  the  con- 
MMs  of  whidi  I  know  not,  is  oflbred  in  evi. 
dence  against  Mr.  Tooke,  with  a  view  to 
affert  him  with  its  contents ;  and  the  gjound 
upon  which  il  is  oU'ercd  in  evidence  to  your 
brdship  is  this — that  it  is  found  in  the  custody 
of  a  Mr.  Adam'i,  who  is  the  secretary  of  a  so- 
oety  to  which  u  is  proved  that  Mr.  Tooke 
bdenged.  Now  common  rsason  tells  one 
Ihita  third  person  who  is  col  proved  to  have 
this  letter;  who  i»  not  prov(4  to  lave 


been  present  when  it  was  received;  who  is 
not  promd  eirer  to  have  known  that  it  was 

in  the  cn^tntlv  of  Adams;  common  reason 
and  cotamou  justice  tell  one  that  that  third 
person  ought  not  to  be  affected  with  tlie  con- 
tents of  a  paper  so  found. 

Then  let  us  see  whether  the  rules  of  law 
do  not  fall  in  with  that  winch  common  rea^ioa 
and  common  justice  require  ; — how  can  Mr. 
Tookf'  nifinialcly  be  afliccted  with  this  paper? 
Only  by  proving  that  he  at  least  knew  the 
contents  of  it;  at  least  knew  that  it  was  in 
the  possession  of  Adams.  Adams  is  here,  he 
is  the  person  in  wiiese  ci^tody  the  paper  is 
^fimnd,  be  my  be  lyieslioned  by  the  eeuasel 
for  the  crown,  whether  Mr.  Toukc  did  know 
that  this  paper  was  in  his  possession,  and 
whether  Mr.  Tooke  did  know  the  contents  of 
it — then  can  any  man  say  that  the  simple 
production  of  this  paper,  foimd  only  in  the 
custody  of  Mr.  Adamh,  is  the  hesti  evidence 
that  the  nature  of  this  case  admits,  for  iJw 
purpose  of  affecting  Mr.  Tooke  with  it?  Can 
Mr.  Tooke  be  aflected  with  this  letter  by  any 
odwr  mesM  than  hy  ahowing  that  being 
ibuiul  in  the  custody  of  Adams,  it  was  tttere 
with  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  looke,  and  Mr. 
Tooke  either  acted  upon  it,  or  knew  the  con- 
tents of  it?  Is  the  production  of  the  paper, 
and  the  proof  that  it  was  found  in  Adams's 
custody,  evidence  of  that  iact?  J  do  not 
admit  that  it  is  any  evidence  at  all,  bat  is  it 
so  jrnor!  r  vu!rnre  as  the  tC'^timony  of  Mr. 
Adams  himiieli,  who  is  now  in  court,  and 
who  nay  either  aftrm  or  deny  that  proposi- 
tion wlm  h  ilone  can  aflcct  Mr.  Tooke — the 
proposition  tliat  he  did,  or  not,  know  ihaA 
this  letter  was  in  his  custody. 

Now  not  only  the  reason  and  justice  of  t&t 
ca>«e,  not  only  the  rule  of  Hw  that  requires 
Uiai  where  better  evidence  can  be  given, 
worse  shall  not  be  received-^iot  only  thosa 
two  rules  fall  in  witli  what  yrr  nrf  contcudhlg 
tior,  bot  i  apprehend  yvuir  iofdalnpii  in  the  de- 
cision you  casae  to  in  lir.  ffaatancs's  easa^ 
have  expressly  decided  this  jM)inl ;  I  raav  be 
naisinibrmcd  upon  that  sutyect,  but  I  under- 
stand Aat  the  nrinciple  wbich  decided  in 
that  case  was,  tnat  where  it  was  meant  to 
affect  the  nrcused  person  with  the  contents 
ol  a  paper,  Uiat  thubc  contents  sliould  not  be 
read  until  it  was  proved  that  they  did  in  some 
respect  affect  the  prisoner. — That  I  under.> 
stand  to  be  the  question  that  arose  upon  the 
letter  &om  Mvnny  (Sr^um,  which  was  found 
in  Mr.  Hastin<;s's  own  custody.  There  was 
not  there  a  Mr.  Adams  who  could  be  brought 
forwafd  to  say  iidhetber  the  prisoner  had,  or 
not,  aknoulcdgeof  the  letter;  but  there  it 
was  decided  that  until  the  prosrottrr  hrtr? 
provud  that  the  luttcr  was  bruuulit  iioine  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  prisoner,  Uiat  he  had 
acted  upon  it,  or  knew  its  contents,  that  it 
could  not  be  given  in  evidence,  yet  that  u 
m%fat  be  admisMble  evtdenoe  when  that  was 
I»rovcd.  The  argiinient  was,  we  will  first 
redd  a  paper,  theu  wo  bliidl  affect  Mr.  ilast- 
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ings  with  il  alicj  wiiuls.  No,  say  lhejadi!;c3, 
you  shall  not  give  that  in  evi(lencc  \k\\\c\\ 
may  hnve  some  effect  to  prejudice  the  jo<, 
by  saving  jou  propose  to  fix  it  \\\*o\\  the  pri- 
soner aftenrards,  which  possibly  you  cannot. 
So  here  a  lellcr,  merely  lound  in  the  custody 
of  AdaoiSt  vvilhout  proving  that  Mr.  Tooke 
kiiew  it  was  in  his  eastody,  or  the  contents  of 
it,  we  submit  is  not  to  be  receivcii.  Wp  in- 
■sist  here,  as  counsel  for  Mr.  Tooke,  tlmt  you 
must  first  brin?  the  contents  of  this  letter 
home  to  him  bcturc  you  can  read  it,  as  the 
rotin^cl  for  Mr.  Hastings  contended  that  the 
managers  fur  the  Commons  must  fix  Mr. 
Hastings  with  knowledge  of  the  contents  of 
tlio  It  llcr  from  Mtimiy  Begum  beft*re  they 
could  be  permitted  to  read  it.    Upon  that 

Sound— upon  the  groand  I  before  stated, 
at  it  is  nut  (If  it  b«  any  evidence)  the  best 
evidence  ttic  nature  of  the  ca»e  admits  of 
here,  we  submit  that  this  letter  oinnot  be  re- 
Oetved  In  evidence  until  Adams  is  called,  and 
upon  his  oath  brings  Ibis  letter  home  to  the 
prisoner. 

Mr.  LVf^ine.— This  letter  is  not  directed  to 

Mr.  AdaiiH  in  the  character  of  secretary  of 
this  society,  but  it  is  a  letter  signed  by 
Ashton  at  Sheffield,  and  directed  only  to 

Mr.  Adams,  Tookr's  Court,  Chancery-lane" 
~-without  desiring  him  to  lajr  it  before  the 
society,  or  even  addressing  him  in  the  cha* 
racter  of  secretary. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  F(/rc.— My  difficulty 
arose  from  the  mere  circuuiiiLiiice  ut  Mr 
Adams  having  been  in  eourt,  all  alon;;  hav- 
ing Vrcti  ex.nnintd  to  n  trrcnt  number  of  other 
particulars,  and  consequently  being  able  to 
give  a  more  satisftkctory  account  of  this  paper, 
wan  Inyiiiz;  it  before  the  jury  upon  the  mt  ^ 
evidence  of  the  paper  havmg  been  found  m  j 
his  possession.  Surely  the  former  determi- 
nation of  to-day  docs  not  touch  this  case,  be- 
cause that  determination  was  upon  the  evi- 
dence of  the  mere  findioj^of  these  books  upon 
a  Mr.  Adams,  before  any  evidence  was  given 
that  Adorns  had  any  cofinexiun  cither  with 
the  prisoner  m  pariituUr,  or  wiili  tiial  society 
in  general,  whose  proceedings  they  purported 
to  be^  and  1  w:v-  ufoiuiiion  that  that  was  not 
sufficient  evidence  to  be  let  in  as  prooi  that 
they  bad  any  thmg  todo  with  a  society  of  the 
name  of  the  Society  for  Con^titnlional  Infor- 
mation, still  less  with  the  prisoner. 

If  the  attorney- general  insists  upon  thb 
going  to  the  jury  upon  the  mere  circumstance 
of  hcmg  f'jiind  u|>oii  Adam-,  I  think  it  niti^t 
go  to  the  jut  } ,  bui  ii  wiU  gu  lu  the  jury  in  so 
mutilated  a  way,  that  there  will  be  no  evi- 
dence to  hilni;  it  liorne  tu  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar;  bill  it  woidd  I  •  n^ou  the  ground  ou 
which  a  multitude  ui  ;  crs  were  admltled  in 
the  la-l  cause,  and  must  ncrc-sarily  hi-  iu  all 
cases  of  this  nature,  where  Uierc  is  a  gcueral 
conspiracy  charged,  in  which  there  arc  a 
great  number  of  agents ;  all  that  which 
proves  the  transactions  of  any  of  thoM-  a  .;euts 
becomes  gcacTAl  evideucv  iu  Uic  tau»c  with 


j  respect  tu  the  general  nature  of  the  conspi- 
j  racy,  leaving  the  particular  part  which  belongs 
'  tf>  the  prlsfUK  r  to  be  proved  by  direct  evi- 
dence appiicahie  to  him.   1  thought  it  would 
have  been  the  better  way  to  have  asked 
AdaMi>  the  qiir<^tiiin  th  it  Iras  been  suggested. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  would  not  have 
insisted  on  it  upon  any  other  f^rouod  than 
this  that  coiK fiving  it  eviderut,  I  do  noi 
thmk  I  am  at  liberty  to  sacrifice  the  great 
principles  of  the  rules  of  law,  however  useful 
it  may  be  to  gp  beyond  them  in  a  particular 
case. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — I  thank  you  for 
calling  us  back  to  our  ruies^  for  oertainly  we 
ought  not  to  forget  in  this  cause  what  we  did 
in  the  UmL 

Mr.  £aw.~The  point  to  which  ny  friends 
have  alluded,  that  occurred  on  the  trial  of 
Mr.  iiastings,  was  a  mere  qtie^tit  n  of  law— > 
whether  a  person  transmitting  ( r  > //'>  «»  some 
papers  respecting  a  charge  of  Nundocoinar, 
made  behind  the  back  of  .Mr.  H  i«.tii  l;*.,  whea 
he  dissolved  the  council,  and  went  away— 
whether  those  papers  were  eviilenoe  of  the 

fart. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  JSyre.— There  was  no- 
thing in  that  exst  hut  the  mere  personal 

cli  trLic  aL^aiiist  Mr.  lla^tiii^s;    IIhto  w.is  no 
consoirucy  in  which  other  persons  were  or 
coula  be  implicated. 
-Mr.  Juisiice  Lomtc >ice.— In  lord  Strafford's 

n^o,*  a  great  deal  wa«»  proved  ngainst  lord 
iMrartbrd  in  Spain,  the  Low  (.  onu tries,  Italy, 
and  various  other  places;  and  in  lord  Lovat'si* 
case  a  great  deal  v,  a^  proved  against  him  that 
was  done  in  various  places,  and  uuleas  ulti- 
mately brought  and  fixed  upon  him  it  amoimt* 
ed  to  notliing. 

[The  letter  was  read.] 
[ritfeHardy*s  Trial,  anf^  Vol.  S4,  p.  lOir.] 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — In  iliia  letter  from 
A^hton  to  Adams,  we  propose  to  prove  that 
there  is  Mr.  Tooke's  hand-\\  rittng. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yrf. — V\  e  are  come 
now  lo  a  thne  of  night,  and  the  cause  is  in 
sueh  a  ftn^T'".  \  ttiink  makes  it  absolutely 
necessary  lor  tlie  Court  now  to  come  to  some 
lesolntion  as  to  its  future  proceedings.  I  ob- 
served that  the  prisoner  at  l!ie  bar  did  early 
in  the  morning  expressly  protest  against 
any  adjoiiriimcnt,^  and  it  uiuloubtedly  is  a 
point  in  which  he  is  materially  inteiestec^ 
and  iu  which  the  crown  i«-  also  materially  in- 
leiested.  Before  the  Com l  du  come  to  any 
definitive  resolution  upon  it,  tUey  are  ready- 
to  hear  any  thin  l:  that  on  eitlier  -idi>  it  may 
be  thought  fit  to  oiler  to  them  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Alforniy  General  -  -On  part  of  the 
prosecution  1  wish  to  submit  euUreiy  to  the 

•  Vol.  3  of  this  Collection,  p.  1381. 
t  Vol.  Ut  of  this  Collection,  p.  689. 

^  Sec  p. 
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jttstice  and  pleasure  of  the  Court  acting  ac- 
cording to  wnat  thev  thigk  to  be  law  and 
justice  upon  the  subject  It  is  my  dutv  to 
apprize  the  Court,  end  Ihoee  oooceraedon 

the  other  side,  that  the  evidence  I  have  to 
ofier  upon  the  part  of  the  prOaecuUoa  inu^t 
*w— tme  a  great  deftl  of  ^oy  I  am  myself 
readj  to  execute  my  duty  io  any  way  the 
Court  may  think  proper. 

Mr.  Tookt. — As  far  ai>  reUles»  to  myself, 
leooliRa  that  what  I  said  when  first  I  od- 
trred  the  court  still  impresc^e?  my  mind;  r>ot 
me,  but  upon  my  hi»iiuur,  with 
out  any  personal  consideration  whatever,  I 
do  think  die  criminal  law  and  practi< «  lit"  1(ic 
land  exceedmj^iy  cooceroed  in  wtiat  has  pabs- 
•d,htit,  at  the  same  time,  tlie  kindnesa,  the 
iodul.:«  III  »•  I  liuve  nicl  wilh- -because  in  tliat 
way  I  accept  ot  uidulgeoce,  and  nobody  teels 
it  more  sensibly  than  1  do->l  leave  it  entirely 
tp  the  Court,  who  nmst  be  better  able  tu judge 
than  I  am  ot  that  whic  h  is  fit  tor  the  subjects 
of  thi^  land.  I  be<4  >rour  lordship  to  be 
persuaded,  that  whatever  you  with  me  to 
a«k — I  do  n<)t  s  iy  what  you  rcronuncnd,  be- 
cause i  am  [)er»ua(ieil  you  will  not  recom- 
mend— but  I  beg  your  lordship  to  believe  thai 
I  ask  that  whic  !)  you  wi^fi  me  lo  twr  invc 
I  kootr  yuu  wtll  not  call  upon  me  lo  cuttaeut: 
fie  the  lawaof  the  land  cao  never  be  got  rkl 
of  by  the  consent  of  a  poor  miserable  pri- 
soner, who  perhaps  trembles  for  his  life,  unri 
yields  to  whatever  he  guesses  would  be  re- 
commended by  the  Court,  And  1  repeat  to 
the  Court,  that  I  be2  to  lie  understood  to  ask 
that  wliich  lliey  would  wi^li  mc  lo  U4!>k. 
■  Lofd  Chief  Justice  Eyrt. — Nothing  cajt  be 
more  correct  tlian  the  rondnrt  of  the  prisoner 
at  the  bar :  this  sulyecL  of  adjourumeul  has 
Mpdergone  a  great  deal  of  our  anxious  eon«- 
drr.i:  on  since  it  was  first  started,  and  since 
we  saw  tlie  iuhnile  magnitude  and  extent  of 
die  cause  whieh  was  tti  be  tried.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  htU  that  the  general  rule  is,  that, 
in  these  crim in L^l  proceedings  more  especially, 
there  ought,  it  possible,  to  be  no  adjourn- 
ment; the  proceedings  should  go  on  without 
interri>i<!<!on,  and  pirnmlarly  that  the  jury 
sbouid  not  he  separaU  ii,  and  ihat  Uiere  should 
be  no  access  tu  them  until  they  have  given 
their  verdict.  !  (h)  nut  know  that  it  ever  un- 
derwent a  soieuni  coui>ideraUuu,  except  m  one 
caae,  the  case  of  lord  Delamere  :*  that  was  a 
l&ticular  ( a^e,  because  it  was  before  Lords 
and  not  in  full  parliament.  Xbo  diffi- 
cuitf  was  whether  the  trial  coald  be  adjourn- 
ed, and  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  Lords 
Triers.  The  judges  of  the  common  law,  who 
attended,  were  consulted  upon  it;  they  deli- 
vered it  in  as  their  opinion,  that  in  the  courts 
V'lf  w,  the  jury,  when  once  charged,  were  not 
to  uu  discnarged  uU  they  iiad  pronounced 
Ibeir  verdict ;  that  thqr  were  not  to  separate ; 
and  that  the  cmirse  was  to  go  on  without  in- 
tenniiaion.  They  did  not  presume  to  say 

•  In  this  CoUoctioD,  Vol.  11,  p,  m, 
vol*  XXV. 
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what  the  role  was  in  parliament :  they  re- 
ferred to  a  trencral  usage  in  the  courts  of 
common  law  (not  respecting  trials  in  capital 
cases  in  particular— not  even  respecting  trials 

in  criminal  t  a'scs-,  but  resptdinj;  all  trials, 
taking  it  upon  the  general  priuciple),  that  a 
jury  once  charged  are  not  to  be  separated  till 
they  have  pronoinic*  d  their  verdict. 

L'pon  the  uuthuriiy  of  that  case,  and  upon 
llie  practice,  it  undoubtedly  is  so  far  esta- 
blished, thjt  there  never  ought  to  be  an  a>l  ■ 
journmenl  or  reparation,  in  tiny  decree,  of  the 
jury,  if  it  can  be  avoided ;  but  there  may  arise 
a  necessity  so  urgent  that  all  those  principles 
of  ju>ticr',  a  Inch  originally  deman  !.  r!  tliat 
there  should  be  no  adjournment,  would  loudly 
call  for  an  adjournment;  because  the  true 
principle  upon  which  it  is  required  that 
there  should  be  no  adjournment  is  for  the 
furtherance  of  justice,  that  it  may  be  quite 
I  sure  that  justice  will  be  done,  both  lo  the 
j  crown  and  lo  ti>*>  prisoner;  that  there  ««hou!d 
be  HO  upporluiul)  ut  liaving  iiUercuiiide  with 
the  jury,  and  that  there  may  be  no  improper 
inlluencc  u|»on  the  niind^;  of  those  who  are 
in  any  manner  to  take  a  part  in  the  dct  ision 
of  the  cause.  That  is  the  general  ground  upoa 
which  tills  rule  has  been  established  But 
let  a  case  ari>e  in  which  it  is  manifest  that  if 
the  cause  goes  on,  without  interruption  or  ad. 
joummcnt,  it  isullerly  ilnt)0!^sible  that  justice 
should  be  done^  if  it  is  likely  to  go  into  a 
length  which  will  exhaubt  the  human  facul- 
ties, let  them  be  as  powcrtul  and  as  strong  as 
they  may  he  ;  tlrat  neitluT  tho  judiip  can  pre- 
serve his  laculUcs  to  coudticl  llit:  Irial,  nor  the 
jury  can  preserve  that  attention  which  is  ne> 
cessary  to  enable  them  to  comprehend  what 
the  justice  of  the  case  is:  what  is  it  we  siiould 
be  doing,  by  going  on  with  such  a  trial,  bat 
delivering  over  Uie  life  and  lionour  of  a  pri- 
soner, and  delivering  over  the  public  justice 
of  the  country,  to  the  accidental  result  of  idl 
that  confusion  with  which  such  a  case  must 
go  to  the  minds  of  a  jury  when  the  trial  is 
closed  ? 

Supposing  that  it  was  possible  for  human 
exertions  to  enable  us  to  get  to  that  length, 
there  arc  then  many  uUier  considerations  of 
extreme  impurlance.  What  if  any  of  thejuiy 
sbouid  be  so  totally  disahlcd,  in  consequence 
of  the  fatigue  and  want  ut  necessary  refresh^ 
ment,  that  they  cannot  proceed,  that  they 
nTiL^ht  evru  die  before  they  could  pronounce 
I  their  verdict!  We  have  had  an  intimation 
I  that  two  hundred  hours  were  spent  in  the  dts* 
cussiun  of  llic  l.isl  case  ot  Ifui  sort;  I  kn(»w 
what  it  was  to  sustain  the  fatigue  ot  eight 
j  days  attendance,  with  the  small  intervals  of 
I  rest  that  we  had.    My  own  case  is  a  small 
I  consideration,  because   my  individual  loss 
I  would  have  beta  exceedingly  well  supplied 
I  by  my  lord  and  my  brothers ;  but  what  ii,  in- 
stead of  my  being  de?^iroyed,  ii  had  happened 
'  that  one  of  the  jury  had  been  !  the  ^ouke- 
I  quencc  would  have  becuj  the  prisoner  mini 
have  bad  ali  this  trial  to  undergo  agaui|  afUf 
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•a  tlie  evld«iice  had  Mmn  dosed ;  and  after 

all  those  evils  would  necessarily  have  arisen, 
which  11  was  the  object  of  refusing  an  adjourn- 
nent  to  guard  agiinst 

It  does  appear  lo  me,  therefore,  if  we  sup- 
Mae  the  necessity  to  be  well  establisbed,  that 
It  b  of  80  Mwernil  a  fmtttre  at  fo  eoMvel  iht 
eeneral  rule  and  the  general  practice.  Now 
how  urgent  that  necessity  is,  we  takj  learn 
■frotn  wnat  di(f  happen  in  the  last  cause,  end 
Irom  what  we  now  see  must  happen  in  this 
cnme.  It  does  appear  to  me  that  there  is  not 
any  chance  of  our  going  through  this  triai, 
either  with  justlee  to  the  public  or  with  jus- 
tice to  the  prisoner,  arid  without  manifest  ha- 
xwrd  to  the  prisoner,  in  case  it  sliould  happen 
that  a  juryman  should  sink  under  the  fktigue ; 
and  that  the  ends  of  justice,  and  a  due  con- 
cern for  the  safety  of  the  prisoner,  does,  in 
tnith,  oblige  us  to  direct  that  an  adjonmnMnt 
should  be  made,  and  to  ?o  on  as  closely  and 
diligently  ai  we  can,  with  such  an  interval  of 
refreshment  and  rest  as  may  enable  us  to 
oonic  to  the  end  bt*  Ibis  cause  with  fOOie 
tolerable  abiFny  lo  comprehend  what  the  cau?e 
is.  1  will  nui  put  the  prisoner  to  ask  any 
thing — if  an  advantage  may  wise  to  him,  let 
him  have  the  benefit  of  it — my  own  idea  i«>, 
that,  without  asking  the  consent  of  either  the 
ptoseeutor  or  the  ^nsotier,  the  Court  ie  bound 
to  take  upon  itself  the  responsibility  that  does 
belohg  to  directing  an  adjournment  in  a  case 
io  eireuimtiiiced,  and  thtt  Iho  Comt  ought 
to  do  it,  taking  the  conseqiMiieei^  i^hstever 
they  mav  be. 

Lord  Chief  Baron  Macdonald. — Since  the 
iMt  trial  I  have  revoh  cd  this  subject  very  much 
in  my  own  mind ;  and  it  !^eeras  to  me,  that 
when  we  come  to  consider  what  is  the  rule, 
it  will  resolve  itself  into  this  sort  of  Consi- 
deration. The  objctt  of  the  rule  that  the 
jury  shall  not  go  out  of  court  is,  that  thev 
shall  be  inaceessible;  the  method  in-wfaicli 
that  has  been  secured  is,  by  their  not  going 
out  of  court :  that  is  the  manner  in  which  the 
substance  of  the  principle  hat  been  obtained. 
Rut  if  you  can  preserve  the  spirit,  and  arc 
forced  by  physical  necessity  to  make  the  form 
bend,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  the  sacred 
ptinciple  of  law  Is  materially  trenched  upon, 
if  the  jury  continue  inacee^«sihle.  And  it  does 
not  absolutely  require  that  ail  the  constituent 
ttiembers  of  the  court — in  wbkhlindbde  the 
eoujisel  on  both  sides,  who  are  to  «*ct  forth 
thcircase;  the  Jury,  who  arc  ultimately  to 
deiermlae  ^  Act;  the  judges,  who  are  to 
see  tint  the  l;iw  is  decl.irrd  t>n  both  sides, 
and  with  especial  care  on  the  side  of  the  pri- 
aoner;  if  the  rale  of  law  cannot  be  preserved, 
consistent  with  physical  necessity,  it  seems  to 
me  the  Court  is  ju!»tifird  in  deviating  from  the 
particular  mode  that  has  obtained,  taking 
care  that  the  ju^  do  continue  inaccessible. 

Now,  for  example,  w-pre  the  prisoner's  rase 
to  come  forth  at  this  niuuicnt,  1  confess  my- 
aelf,  for  one,  after  fourteen  houn  close  atleA- 

^Bt^Um  ^^4^^!^  ^  1  —  ^^^^^M^Mto  MMft  ^^^^ 

■■on|  lo  oe  niierijr  mc^aoie  ui  nuuiy     onijr . 


towards  him.   I  think  his  inteieM  bl[i|v* 

ctally  coticemed  in  it ;  and  the  rather, because 
his  case  comes  after  the  attention  of  both  the 
bend)  and  the  jury  is  exhausted ;  he  woidd 
come  with  peculiar  di«a(l vantage,  if,  when  wb 
were  worn  out  beyond  wiiat  our  power  tod 
strength  ean  bear,  are  ware  t» beaaUad  upon 
to  consider  his  case. 

Upon  these  considerations^  which  haw 
weiffhad  nfiieh  fpMh  mev  adM  to  a^  Miy 
lorcT  chief  justice  has  said,  K  seems  to  mtf 
the  thing  is  perfectlv  in  hs  right  train,  that 
the  prisoner  shoald  have  ho  coitoem  in  the 
matter  at  all,  but  that  be  ihaald  leave  tha 
deviation  from  the  manner  in  which  the  in- 
accessibility of  the  jury  has  constantly  hitherto 
been  preserved,  to  the  Coort^  whb  are  nrhrdll 
to  that  deviation  byabsolirtc  necessity.  There 
has  been  a  case  where  this  has  occurred — the 
cate  ofBNtabetb  CanMag  and  tfiere,  wtai* 
physical  necessity  forced  an  adjournment, 
there  it  was  complied  with:  bot,  except  m 
the  case  of  pli|y steal  necessity  or  impoaaibi- 
lity,  undoiMew^  the  rata  oagbl  ta  ha  ^ 
served. 

Mr.  Tookt. — In  order  to  meet  your  lordshift 
here  to-day  at  ei|^  o'teloek,  1  was  eompbllaa 

to  get  Up  at  between  three  and  four ;  and  that 
will  be  iny  case  every  day.  I  labour  under>a 
my  painful  infinaitgr^  and  1  mwt  ba  «p 
four  or  five  hours  before  I  can  come  here. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Dyre^What  can 
do  for  youf 

Mr.  fookt. — If  I  t(i  from  hence,  and  am  to 
attend  veiy  early,  1  ahall  harve  no  time  lor 
sleep. 

Loid  Chief  Justice  Qrw-^Whal  I  por- 

pos#»<l  was  to  meet  at  nine  in  the  morninfr, 
and  ^it  till  nine  at  night  punctually,  with  ua 
interval  ofofle  quarter  of  an  hoar  onlj  10  lak» 
refrt-shment. 

Mr.  Tookt. — I  will  do  ilie  utmost  in  my 
poM*er<r 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — We  <hall  not 
press  you,  Mr.  Touke,'  if  your  inhrmitica 
tbottM  reqjiftfe  our  araittnr  a  fittle  for  you. 

Mr.  Tuoke.—l  will  enctoavoiir  not  10  taM 
your  lordships  lo  waiL 

•  In  this  Collection,  Vol.  19,  p.  283. 

t  "  In  1794,  while  confined  in  the  Tower, 
Mr.  Tookc's  health  sutlered  generally,  and 
the  complaint  [intha  reehnH]  tirst  aUuded 
to,  increased  greatly,  so  as  to  affect  certain 
of  tlie  passages;  iiut  his  pleasantries  and 
salNes  of  wit  never  forsook  hhn  even  for  m 
nioment.  lie  was  then  attended  by  Dr. 
Pearson,  Mr,  Keate,  and  Mr.  Cline;  and  on 
hearing  them  one  day  speak  of 'the  attention 
to  be  paid  to  the  neck  of  the  organ  afeetod^ 
he  said  gaily,  *  I  am  much  obligcil  to  you 
'  for  your  kind  care,  in  respect  to  tiuit  par* 

*  ticuW  part,  and  I  will  thank  you  to  eatetid 

*  it  to  another  necik,  no  less  valuable,  and  no 

*  lets  in  jeopardy  !" '  Memoirs  of  JoAn  Herno 
Thokty  intenpenei  eaM  original  doeumenttf 
Alexander  Stephtnt,  esq.  HbniMtfiibie 
Society  ^tke  MiddU  Itmpki  FjbL^ fJM, 
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A^ioamtA,  It  now 
o'clock  «i  aigb^  to 
o'dock. 


Iialf  |MI  ten 


£154 


ifmte  i«  the  Old  Bailey, 
•  Nmemher  the  Itt/A. 


PftCSEVT, 

Chief  Jvstke  Ejnre;  Lonl  Chief  B^roo 
BfMdQiwM;  Mr.  INm  fiollimi;  Mr. 

Justice   Grose  ;  Mr.  Jtistice  Lawrence  ; 
and  others,  his  m^csty's  J  ustices,  &c. 

John  Home  Tooke  act  to  the  W. 

Mr.  Tkomat  Maclean  called  9(»m. 

Mr.  Btmfer.— hook  at  that  paper— Where 
4id  j<M)  Efwi  it? — I  I'ound  It  iu  the  pps6e^ioa 

Mr.  Btfwfr.— This  is  a  letter  from  the  So 
dtLj  tor  ConattfttUvaftl  iaformatipii,  Shjci^ 
ieU,f»lfr.Ates.  If r.  WoodAU  «iU  r 

vbeD  he  comes,  that  some  inleriineatiuns  are 
Mr.  I'uoke's  haod-wriUDg ;  ve  vUi  read  the 
ifittir  in  the  meaa  lime. 

[It  was  read.^ 

IVtde  Uardy's  trial,  atUi,  Vol.  24,  p.  1019-] 

Mr.  Wtlliam  WtMd/all  called  again. 

Mx.  Awcr. — ^Look  at  the  words  that  Me  ia- 
%rikMd  IB  thit  kMvr— Id  tbt  iiH  page 
there  is  a  word  struck  out ;  I  believe  "  gorern- 
■Mai,**  hut  it  is  so  ohUicnied  that  it  is  outeasik 
dnceraable,  and  Ite  word  «C«Mll^MMCtled. 

In  whoM  JMOd-imtiii^r— I  bdiaft  Mr. 

Mr.  Tooke. — It  is  certainly  mine. 

JLoid  Owa  jvitlkfi  JS^iw.— What  m  the 
altera  linns. 

Mr.  Bower. — ^The  alteration  in  Mr.  Tooke's 
|lM4-«riring  i*  in  two  places  **  a  radical  re- 
form of  the  CouiUrt/"  instead  of"  a  radical  re- 
ih€  ^opermmefitt"  as  it  stood  before : — 
netAutuy  rnnidefrnkle  a»  object  m 
0  tiufraugk  reformation  of  oiwCeiUilry.*'  which 
nko  Atood  origuuily  *'  (^opcrajpieiU."  We  are 
BOW  going  to  read  an  entry  from  the  booik  of 
ihe  Constitutifwd  MaHf  of  th«  Wh  of 

[It  was  read.] 

'  *'  At  a  Meeting  held  at  the  Secretary's, 
Tooke'xourt,  Chancery-lane,  fciday,  iAth  of 

^  J.  H.  Tookc^  etq,  in -the  chair, 

"Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Hull,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr. 
Sharpe,  Mr.  Frost,  Capt.  Tooke  Harwood, 
Mr.  M.  Bush,  Mr.  A.  Bush,  Mr.  G.Iioyd,' 

Rev.  Dr.  Towers, 

"  Barnes  MaciUntosh  and  Joel  Barlow,  esq rs. 
He  wianiioBotifly  eiei^d  bonoiary  men^bers. " 


3nme$  Mackintosh,  c«q.  author  of  Vindicis 
Gallicaif  that  he  has  been  tliis  day  unani- 
mously elected  an  honorary  member  of  this 
society." 

"  ()rdered.  That  the  secretary  do  inform 
Joel  Barlow,  esq.  author  of  the  Advice  to  Pri- 
vileged Orders,  that  he  has  been  this  day  una^ 
nimously  alp$l«d«B  hoQpniy  nmbar  of  this 
•ocieu.'' 

«<11ee|HiinBMi«f|lMi  Sodeufbr  Consti- 
IVliQIMl  Informatios^atlablished  at  Manches- 
ter, having  communH'rtBd  Iplhis  Society  the 
following  resolutions : 

^  BuWt  Head  I»n,  Hauehedtr,  Mmk  13, 
ITM. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  MancheHcr  CoBfti- 
tutional  Society,  held  Ihit  d»9,  it  W9M  mmnir 
mously  resolved, 
**  That  the  thanks  of  thb  society  are  due  Is 

Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  for  the  publication  of  his 
**  SecofMi  Part  of  the  Ri^ts  of  Man.  OMnhi- 
<  ning  Prindple  and  Practice ;  ''a  work  of  the 

highest  importance  to  every  nation  under 
heaven,  but  particularly  to  this,  as  containing 
excellent  and  practicable  plans  for  an  immedi- 
als  and  considerable  reduction  of  the  public 
expenditure ;  for  the  prevention  of  wars ;  for 
the  extension  of  our  manufactures  and  com- 
merce; for  the  adueatiooof  the  youn^ ;  for 
the  comfortable  support  of  the  aged  ;  tor  the 
k^ptter  maintenance  of  the  poor  of  every  de- 
scription; and,  finally,  forieasening  greatly, 
and  without  delay,  the  enormous  load  of  taxes 
under  which  this  country,  at  present,  labours. 

"  Tbst  thb  socMty  coogrstutttethMr  coun- 
try at  large  on  the  influence  which  Mr.  Paiuc's 
publications  appear  to  have  had  in  procuring 
the  repeal  of  some  oopressive  taxes  in  the  pre- 
sent session  of  parliament ;  and  they  hope 
that  this  adoption  of  a  small  pari  of  Mr. 
jPaAae's  idetif  mU  ite  follmped  by  the  muu  sire- 

in  the  present  iaadeguuie  slate  of  the  rcpresen- 
laitoH  of  the  aeopUp  and  thai  the  oilier  great 
plans  of  pubue  bsDflfit,  which  Bfc  Psioft  bts 
6o  powerfully  reconuBeBdi|id»  iftfl  hs  spsftdiJy 

carried  into  effect. 

(Sigpae^)     Thomas  Walker,  president. 

•*  Samuel  Jacksok,  secretary.*' 

"  Ordered,  That  the  secretary  do  relurii,lo 
the  cbakmau  of  the  society  at  MaachflStsr, 
Uietbaoks  of  this  society  for  his  communica- 
tion i  at  the  sane  iiine  assuringhuu  that  this 
society  does  heartily  coDcur  in  the  abave 
resolutions." 

"  llesoWed,  That  the  above  ce«olutioos  be 
publisbad  ianee  in  die  following  papers; 
Times,  Poat,Chroniclc,  World,  Argus,  English 
Chronicle,  and  Genccal  i^vening;  and  sigjaed 
by  tlie  chairman." 

Mr.  Boicer. — We  will  now  show  that  the 
minutes  of  those  proceedi^s  ace  in  Mr. 
Tooke's  hvBd-vriliagi  Mr.  Tooks  wm  thai 
di^  iDlbajelHir* 
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Trial  cfjehn  Home  Tcoh 


pro- 
Mr. 


yir.  Woodjalt. — I  beliove  this  5^  nl!  Ihc 
hand-writiDg  of  Mr.  Tooke,  except  the  iden- 
tificstbD. 

Mr.  2boA«.^Tbey  are  all  in  my  hand^vrk 

ting. 

£Tlie  rough  draft  of  the  miautes  jras  read.} 

IVIr.  Bmcer.—We  will  now  read  the 
cccdinj^s  of  the  23d  of  March,  179^. 
WoodMll,  do  ;v<jii  kno>v  wh<isc  hand-writing 
that  i«? — This  is  the  paper  I  proved  lastnishl. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  l^rtf.— Dors  the  paper, 
vrhich  is  wafered  to  the  book,  ctrntain  the  aame 
Tcsohitions  as  arc  c  nUrcd  in  the  book.  Of  are 
tl}e.^e  the  re&ululioos  tbem&elve»  ? 

Mr.  Atiitmey  Gtnernl.— The  wafeicd  paper, 
which  is  a  printed  paper,  has  an  introdtictioo 
in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Tooke. 

Mr.  Oibbs. — I  think  that  w.is  not  fuund 
irall^red. 

Mr.  AUorney  Gentrnl.  — Yp"?,  it  was ;  but  it 
WIS  broke  oA  by  the  witness  last  night. 

tit  was  read.] 


P36 

That  the  thanks 


"  Resolved  unmiincnsly, 
of  thi»  society  be  ^veo  to  Mr.  Paine  for  the 
alTectwnate  concern  he  has  shown  in  his  ae** 
ccmd  work  in  behah'of  the  poor,  the  infant, 
and  the  a^ed,  who,  notwithstanding  the  opu- 
lence winch  blesses  other  parts  of  the  com> 
munity,  are,  fay  the  grievous  weisht  of  taxes, 
rendered  the  miserable  victims  of  poverty  and 
wretchedness. 

"  K^solved  tmanimously,  That  the  thanks 
o^thi^  society  be  given  to  John  Home  Tooke, 
es^.  fur  his  meritorious  suppor^  of  our  lawful 
privileges,  as  a  firm  advocate  of  our  natural 
andjiir>t  ri!2;ht!-,  thr  establishment of an  equal 
representation  of  the  people. 

Resolved  unaniinously,  That  this  Society 
disdaining  to  be  considered  either  of  a  minis- 
terial or  an  opposition  parly  (names  of  which 
we  are  tired,  having  teen  so  often  deceived 
by  both),  do  ardently  recommend  it  to  all 
their  fellow-citizens,  into  whose  hands  these 
resulutious  may  come,  to  confer  seri«n]$ly  and 
calmly  with  each  other  on  the  subject  alluded 
to ;  and  to  manifest  to  the  world  that  the 
spirit  of  true  liberty  is  a  spirit  of  order ;  and 


«  Ala  Meeting  held  alllLScrrclarvV  hoii.e  .Ct^^ZTJ',:^  ii-^ 

Uarcb,  ItO'i,  iie^oiyctl  uiwnimou&lv.  That  these  reso- 


"  PHCStXT, 

"  r;'i>l.  W.  Tooke  Ilarwood  in  the  chair, 

"  Mr.  J.  II.  Tooke,  Mr.  Merry,  Mr.  J.  L. 
Datlcy,  Mr.  Bush,  Mr.  Ahpiual,Mr.Bonney 
Mr.  J.  Adams,  Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  A.  Bush, 
]VIr.  Sharpe,  Mr*  Uoyd, 

"Thi'?  society  having  recoivrd  the  follow  ing 
anil  other  communications  from  Sheffield  (in 
writing  •  Sheffield  Society  for  Constitutional 
*  In!orinaii(  n,  (in  print)  *MaTCh  14,1793/ 
(in  writing.)" 

**This  society,  composed  chiefly  of  the  ma- 
nufacturers of  ShctJicId,  brgan  about  four 
months  ago,  and  i«;  already  in*  rra^rd  lo  nearly 
two  thousand  members,  and  is  dail^  uicrea^iiig 
exclusive  ot  the  adjacent  towns  and  villages, 
wl)o  :ire  forming  theoiseives  into  situllar 
societies. 

'<  Considering  as  we  do,  that  the  want  of 

knowl(:t!i:r  und  infiirmatiun  in  tlir  -icnrral 

massoHhe  people,  has cxpo«^cd  tliein  tonum-  i        ......  w.v  ,.<^u(m^  v»u..v.j  .. v  uw*. 

herlesB  impositions  and  abuses,  the  exertions  i  as  Mr.  Burke  terms  them,  6w  i  m.  ;  but  rational 
of  this  society  arc  directed  to  the  acquirement  |  beings,  beil«'r  quaiitied  to  8e|iarate  tnith  from 
of  usettd  knowledge,  and  to  spread  th^  same  '  error  than  himself,  posftcsung  more  honcstjr^ 


liesolvcd  unanimously.  That  these  reso- 
lutkms  be  prints,  and  that  a  copy  thereof  be 
transmitted  to  the  Society  for  CunNtttutional 
Information  in  London,  rcf|tir<iii)i;  ihrir  ap- 
probation for  twelve  of  our  Iriend^  lu  be  eu- 
tcrcd  into  the  society,  for  the  purpose  of  estftp 
blishing  a  connexion,  and  a  rcs^nljr  commu- 
nication with  that  and  all  other  »tmilar  socie^ 
ties  in  the  kingdom.  By  order  of  the  com* 
miite^ 

**  David  MartisCj  chairman."  ' 
[Note.   ThtfoUowing  RetoUitiaiu  were  m 

"  Ordered,  1'hat  the  secretary  do  return 

the  thanks  of  this  Society  to  the  ^r.riefy  for 
Constitutional  Information,  established  at 
Sheffield;  end  that  he  expres*>  to  them  with 
what  friendship  and  ;vtf<  i  liuii  ilii-  M»ciety  em- 
braces them  as  brothers,  an<l  fellow- labourers 
in  the  same  cause.  That  he  do  assure  them 
of  our  rntim  roiK  iirrrncr  wiih  their  opinion, 
viz.  That  the  people  ot  this  country  not. 


\  far  as  otir  endeavours  and  abiiiUcs  can  ex- 
tend. 


and  less  craft 
**  Resolved,  That  this  society  will,  on  Fii> 


"We  declare  that  we  luvvc  derived  more   dny  next,  Marc  h  OOili,  ballot  tor  twelve  asso» 


true  knowledge  from  the  two  works  of  Mr 
Thomas  l*aine,  intituled'  Rights  of  Man,  part 
the  fir«^t  nnd  second,'  than  from  any  other 
author  on  the  s*il  jcct.  The  practice  as  well 
as  the  principle  of  government  islaid'down.in 
Ibose  work.sin.i  iiuuiDrrsu  ckar  and  irresist- 
ibly convincing,  that  this  society  do  hereby 
resolve  to  give  their  thanks  to  Mr.  Paine  fur 
his  twr>  said  publications,  intituled '  BiglHi  of 
^Mao/'parUUtaod9d.  Also 


ciated  members,  recommended  by  the  Shef- 
field oommittte,  and  approved  at  tina  meetins. 
"  W.  Tooaa  Haawooo,  chairwan?* 

'.^look  $t  the  minutes  of  March 


Mr. 
30th. 


'*  At  a  Meeting  held 
house,  No  4,  TookcVco 
Fiidi^,  aoth  of  Mardi^  U9i| 


at  the  Secretary's 

lit,  C 
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'*  Present, 

"  Major  Carlwriglit,  in  the  chair, 

*•  Mr.  J.  h.  Ballcv,  Mr.  Jereiuiati  Batley,  Mr. 
J.  H.  Tooke,  S.  Adams,  Mr.  West,  Dr.  Kd- 
mard*,  Mr.  Favrll,  Mr  Tiiffin,  Mr.  HoUis, 
Mr.  Bush,  Mr.  A.  Busb,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr. 
.\5pinal,  Mr.  Hull,  Mr.  LocklMrtp  Mr.  Joel 
Bariuw,  Mr.  T*  tUnraod,  cdofloel  Bosvilie, 
Mr.  Frost, 

"  Ordered,  That  the  secretary  do  inform 
the  becrclarv'  of  the.  Constitutional  Society  at 
SteScMvOf  the  election  of  twelve  of  their 
mcroben^  u  associated  members  of  thk  so- 
og/tx, 

t  Head  a  letter  with  inclosed  leeolutions 

from  Mr.  Thomas  H.irily,  secretary  lo  the 
CorrespoodingSocietv,  London. 
-  Ordered,  TliftI  the  aeeretarj  do  adcnow- 

ledge  the  rrrciiil  of  the  siiid  napcr>;. 

**  Urdereil,  1  hat  the  tbllowing  resolutions 
ftocn  the  above  society  be  published  in  the 

"  Ordered,  That  the  fnllowing  resolutions 
of  this  society  be  publi:>hod  with  them. 

"  The  soeiety  havinjg  this  day  receivad  the 
Mlowng  commooication,  wUlieit : 

**  XondSm  Corretponding  Society. 
**  Resolved,  Thai  every  individnil  has  a 
right  to  share  in  the  government  ol  tiwt  ao- 
aety  of  which  he  is  a  member,  unless  inca^ 
paotated. 

"  Resolved,  That  nothing  but  non-age,  a 
privation  ol  rea'von,  or  an  offence  against  the 
generaJ  rules  ol  society  can  incapacitate  him. 

•*  R.  i^.lvrrj.  That  it  is  no  less  the  right 
than  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  keep  a 
watchfb!  eye  on  the  government  of  his  coun- 
try,  thikl  the  law«i  by  being  multiplied  do  not 
d^cxierate  into  oppression;  ana  that  those 
vfaoare  tnlnisted  with  the  government,  do 
not  substitote  private  Inlerest  for  public  ad' 
Tsotaze. 

**  Resolved,  Tlmt  the  people  of  Great  Bri- 
tain  are  tMt  properly  represented  in  parlia- 

mcDi. 

tt  Jtcs»>ivcd,  That  io  consequence  ut  a  par- 
tial, unequal,  and  inadequate  representation, 
together  with  the  corrupt  method  in  which 
ccpre&eutaUves  are  elected,  oppresj<ive  taxes, 
anjuatlawr,  restrictions  of  llber^,  and  ua^t 
of  the  public  money,  have  ensued. 

^  Uesolvcd,  That  the  only  remedy  to  those 
«*i]s  is  a  liar  and  impartial  representation  of 
the  people  in  parliament. 

"  Rciolved,  That  a  tair  and  impartial  re- 
prcbcutation  can  never  take  place  until  partial 
imvilegcs  are  abolished ;  and  the  strong  temp 
tations  held  out  to  clec  tors  affords  a  presump- 
tive proof,  that  llic  representatives  of  this 
ceantry  seldom  procure  a  seat  in  parliament, 
&om  the  unbought  suflV  t-r^  ot    tree  people. 

Eesolvcd,  That  this  soctety  do  eapress 
their  Ahotiaaiea  of  tunndtandviaiiaice;  and 
Utt^aitlMf  aimatitfixanot  anaicfay,n»- 


A.  D.  1794..  [138 

son,  firmncsf.  and  unanimity  be  the  only  arms 
they  employ,  or  persuade  their  feilow-citizcns 
to  exert,  against  abuse  of  power. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  of  this  society 
do  communicate  the  t'oregomg  to  the  societies 
for  Constitutional  Information,  established  in 
London,  Manchester,  and  Sheffield. 

«  By  order  ot  Uie  Committee, 

*•*  TaoM.vs  Uaudv,  sccretarj*.*' 

«  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  tins  so- 
ciety do  espress  to  the  Corresponding  Society, 
the  extreme  sati«-f;irtiou  which  we  have  re- 
ceivcMl  by  the  above  communication  ;  and  to 
assure  them  of  our  desire  to  continue  to  cor- 
respond and  co-operate  wilh  thtrn,  fur  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  fair  representation  ot 
the  people  in  porUaraent." 

Mr.  BoKcr.—m.  Woodfall,  look  at  the 
words— J"  Thomas  Hardy,  secretary,"  and 
state  whose  hand-writing  they  are  .'—I  bc» 
licvc  they  are  Mr.  Tuukc's. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— I  will  now  call 
Maclean  to  prove  that  he  found,  in  the  pos- 
session of  Mr.  Adams,  the  rough  draft  of 
those  resotntions,  thus  stated  to  be  sent  by 
tlie  London  Corre-^pondinf:  Society;  and  the 
hand-writing  to  tlie  rough  draft  ''Thomas 
Hardy,  secretary,"  has  now  been  proved,  by 
Mr.  Woodlall,  to  be  Mr.  Tookc'.s. 

Mr  Tooke. — It  certainly  is  my  band-writ- 
ing; but  wUl  you  not  prove  who  signed— 
"  John  Cartwright,'*  at  the  bottom  of  the 
other  ? 

Mr.  Maclean  produced  the  rough  draf^.' 
which  he  said  he  found  m  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Adams. 

[The  rough  draft,  signed  John  Cartwright, 
chairman,  was  read.} 

Mr.  Botcer. — We  will  now  put  in  a  paper 
that  has  been  proved,  by  Mr.  Woodfall,  to  be 
Mr.  Tooke's  hand-writmg;  it  is  the  rough 
minute  of  tlie  la-^i  resohilion  that  was  read, 
namely  :  Re-^olved,  That  the  secretary  of  this 
society  do  express  to  the  Corresponding  So- 
ciety, the  extreme  satisfaction  which  we  nave 
received  by  Jhc  above  commnnu  it  11 ;  and  to 
assure  them  of  our  desire  lo  contujue  to  cor- 
respond, and  CA-operate  ^tb  them,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  fair  representation  oC 
the  people  in  parliament." 

Lord  Chief  Justice  %re.— Where  was  that 
found  f 

Mr.  Bover.— Among  Mr.  Adams's  p^eiy. 
[The  rough  minute  read.] 

Mr.  Maclean^l  found  tkiis  paper  also,  in 

the  possession  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Bower  lo  Mr.  William  Woodfall.— 
Whose  hand-writing  do  you  believe  this  to 
be?— This  I  belieire  to  be' Mr. Tooke's  hand- 
writing. 

Mr.  Joelw.— That  is  aU  my  writing. 

[It  was  read.] 
«  Siri^I  am  diioctcd  by  tbafioaaij  <bt 
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<NOOStUaiiiooftl  Infeniifttiofrtt  London,  to  wo- 

IcDOwledge  tbp  rpcript  of  your  Irttrr,  and  to 
express  to  ^ou  the  very  great  pleasure  aad 
Mtufiwtioft  whieb  tli«y  teetht  horn  jam 
communication,  the  society  have  unanimously 
elected  Messrs.  [Here  follow  the  names  of 
the  persons  elected],  as  associuted  menijbars 
of  this  tooMy ;  and  we  litter  oiutefoM  tliit 
whenever  any  business,  or  any  other  occa- 
sions &Uiili  lead  any  of  these  gentlemen  to 
London,  they  will  be  kind  enough  to  honour 
the  society  with  their  prr'^encc,  and  give  us 
an  opportunity  ot  cenieoung  that  friendship 
between  us,  whidi  all  the  walom  firiends  of 
public  freedom,  and  the  happiness  of  man- 
iund,  ouj^it  to  fieel  for,  and  exercise  towards 
etch  ottier.  Your'^  &c.  D.  A.** 

"  P.  S.  I  am  desired  by  Mr.  HomeTookc, 
to  request  each  of  the  associated  mpmbfrs  to 
honour  ium  by  their  acceptance  ul  the  books 
niiieh  Mcompaay  this  kttor." 

Mr.  Boeeer. — We  propose  not?  to  read  ft 
declantioo  from  the  socielj  in  Southwaik. 

[The  following  entries  were  read  from  the 
book  of  the  Society  for  ConsiiliiUoiial  In- 
formation :] 

"  At  a  Meeting  held  at  the  ^Secretary's 
bouse,  TookfiVcourt,  Chancery -kiie,  Ir  uday, 
S0lhofAffii»S7M, 

^  M^r  Cartmrin^i  in  the  chair, 

«  Mr.  lereandi  BaHer,  Mr.  J.  L.  Batley,  Mr. 

Frost,  Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Lockhart,  Mr. 
Aspinal,  Mr.  Walsh,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr. 
Hull,  Mx.  Tuffin,  Mr.  Favell,  Mr.  Sbarpe, 
Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Bush,  Mr.  Paiae. 

"  A  declaratioo  fiom  a  aoeieQr  in  South- 

wark  was  read. 

A  luotiou  was  made,  that  the  same  lie 
4m  the  lahle  till  Friday  next,  which  passed  in 

the  negativr 

"  A  motion  was  then  made,  that  the  said 
paper  be  now  read  a  second  time  in  order  for 

publication,  which  passed  in  the  afTirnuaive ; 
and  that  the  IbUowiog  rosolutioa  be  pub- 
lished : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  so- 
ciety be  given  to  the  ttndcr-mentioiu^d  <^o- 
^ety|  tor  the  following  cointQunicattuu,  and 
that  It  be  published  in  the  papers/' 

"  At  a  Meeting  at  the  i  hree  Tuns  tavern, 
jtontfawaik,  ApciTlttfa,  IIM, 

*  Mi^  Bamoel  Havdl  in  the  chur, 

Retofared,  That  ve  do  now  ibrm  ourselves 
«  4ito  a  6ocifi4jr  lor  tfie  diflliiaian  of  political 
iUMwledge. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  society  be  Ueuoiui- 
IMited  TWBvaiEKiis  of  tuc  peoplk. 

**  Rc'iolvr'd,  That  the  foUowing  be  the  de- 
claration of  this  society : 
•tiCVwiMiaw  Umi  fyvrr***^  ftigelfii]- 


ness,  or  contempt  of  the  Rfoara  or  M»r  atw 

the  <fAo  caiisf"-  ofpiiblic  i^ricvances, and  of  t!ie 
corruption  ot  government;  the  society,  form- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  iovesti^ting  and  as< 
serting  those  rights,  and  of  uniting  their 
efforts,  with  those  of  their  fellow-citizens,  for 
correcting  national  aUubCs,  and  re&traiuing 
exorbitant  and  wneoeaBaiy  taxation,  do  here- 
by derl.tre  — 

"  iai.  That  the  great  end  of  civil  society  is 
Gekerai.  IIappikess. 

^* '2nd.  That  ko  Form  of  OnvtRKMEKT  ia 
good,  any  farther  than  it  secures  that  olyect. 

<«  9rd.  That  all  dvU  and  politieal  autbocity 
is  derived  from  the  people. 

"  4th.  That  equal  active  citizenship  is  the 
unalienable  right  of  all  men ;  minors,  crimi- 
nab,  and  insane  persons  excepted. 

"  5th.  That  the  exercise  of  that  right  m 
appointing  an  adetjuate  Represehtativk  Go- 
▼eanMBaT  is  the  viaaat device  of  human  po« 
Ucy,  and  the  only  aeenriigr  of  If aneiiai* 

FftEKDOM. 

"  We  also  declare,  tUiat  we  are  wearied  aritla 

the  unmeaning  names  of  Waic  and  Tory, 
and  of  MiNiSTEaiAL  and  Owositioval  pas» 
ties,  and  havii^  oftea<— too  often,  been  de* 
ceived  by  both,  we  can  no  longer  impUoitIp 
con6de  in  either.  We  will  thikk  for  our- 
selves; we  will  study  our  own  rights;  and 
we  leave  to  the  INS  and  the  OUTS  all  that 
idle  quibble  of  debate  whic!i  only  serves  to 
amuse  and  deceive  the  nation,  and  lo  holdii 
allamately  the  prey  of  Cooar  and  Paatr 

iNTaiGUES. 

**  We  have  beheld  corruption  generated 
upon  corruption  under  the  auepicet  of  every 
administration  ;  from  whence  we  have  reason 
to  infer,  that  some  kadical  defect  exists  in 
the  system  of  government,  that  admits  of  no 
cure  but  tram  we  united  efforts  of  the  natioa. 

'<  Wc.  have  s*»<>n  taxes  multiplied  iinon  taxes, 
fur  pu^po^e>>  uiikoown  to  4i8,  at  the  mere  will 
and  pleasure  of  the  party  in  pdww;  and  we 
have '^rrn  Parliavi  •  t'^  rr  fnse  to  snowthe 
cause  lor  which  such  taxei>  were  voted.  Tfatm 
held  in  the  dork  by  every  part  of  gseetnmenH, 
our  money  taken  Trom  us  without  assigning  a 
cause,  and  ourselves  continually  deceived,  we 
have  learned  from  experience  the  neoaasilMr  of 
looking  into  our  own  rigfaia,  and  of  Ktinwt 
to  our  own  interest. 

"  We  are  told  thai  we  Imve  <i  cooitilu- 
tion^if  it  peroMte  these  abuses,  it  iaeitfmr 
not  a  cood  one,  or  good  only  f^i  part^  and  de- 
feclive  in  its  pcinctples,  coustrucuou^  eod  cf- 
focts.  The  continual  applawebeeteaiad  upon 
it  by  placemf  n,  pensioners,  govern mrnt  con- 
Iractori,  oeiu-t  expectants,  and  the  lured  jed^- 
lota  of  prostituted  newapapers,  has  justly  ex- 
cited our  suspicion  either  of  its  exccllcncf  or 
its  existence.  It  may  be  good  for  them  and 
not  for  us ;  and  as  we  are  no  longer  ID  4m 
amused  with  a  wme  or  a  phanim,  ve  adll 
4iirett  our  iT!qii!n*">  to  thr  fact. 

"We  cootenipialc  with  oleasure  the  pto- 
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MTxI  are  now  making  in  the  hiAmle  inyste- 
iMMi»  Kicoce  of  Koreroment.  We  obsenre  a 

tptrit  of  calm  and  rational  ipmiiry  rising  and 
disusing  itself  ainung  liU  orders  oi  people; 
nd  «f  •  nature  totally  dfffieftBt  ftwn  the 

tumultuous  m  ile\  olfnce 

<*  We  are  desirous,  tbcrefiMPi,  «f  uniting  with 

tb<  several  <^ociclies  already  formed  in  various 
aarts  of  the  Dalioo,  for  pronaotius  an  iuquiry 
mto,  and  assertiDg  the  rights  or  the  people. 
We  call  upoo  our  fellow  citizens  of  all  descrio- 
ticns  to  institute  similar  societies,  for  lue 
»me  great  purpose;  and  we  recommend  a 
fSMra?  comspoodence  with  each  other,  and 
vith  the  Society  for  CossTTTrrTioNAL  Infor- 
KATiov  at  LoMDOH,  08  the  best  means 
Miating  the  comOMlitiBMii,  and  of  direct- 
u^oor  vaitid  dbmnilhiNttM  eMigy  «nd 


*  Tkmt  ihtfoliou.  ing  be  the  Ruletoflhe  Societt/ : 
"  1.  liie  number  of  members  shall  be  un- 

kffiitod,  andieaeh  subseribe  not  l«i  thra  tt.  6d. 
Mrqaarter,  far  the  purpoM of  onyiDgM  the 
il^^gn9  of  the  institution. 

*  S.  The  society  shall  meet  in  small  par- 
,lMiiy«r  divisioDiy  ttontUy,  on  any  day  of  the 

fnt  week  of  the  month,  ?xrppt  Tue^kliiy  :  and 
whan  any  4ilvis)OD  amouuls  to  Xhuty  members, 
il  shtil'towiWiiriM,  tfod  fm  two. 

"  Z.  F.dch  divit-ion  to  rfcrt  a  rhairrnan  nnd 
secretary  qtiarlerlyt  and  at  the  hrst  meeting 
•f  the  <(usrtir.  The  ehainiiaii  to  be  their  r»- 
pneaentative  in  a  general  cotnmiitce ;  and  in 
e»5c  thp  division  sliall  consist  of  Iwentv  per- 
sons, aiiuther  representative  shall  be  chosen 
lo  lic^-ompany  the  chairman.  The  secretary 
*h;ill  rrroTt!  the  tran<;.icht'n"«,  and  deliver 
auarlerty  to  the  general  committee  a  correct 
fist  dT  the  foenbm  of  stteh  division,  collect 

the  fiih'^cnpt^nn*!,  and  p;iy  thOIII  forthwith  tO 
Ibe  treasurer  oi  the  society. 

« 4.  Tbo  foyrcaentfttivM  Aiatt  form  a  ge- 
neral committee — meet  e  ery  Tuewlay — and 
u  their^rst  meetmg  in  each  quarter  elect  a 
chairman  and  princifm)  secroUry.  Tfiey  shOll 
flanoapood  with  similar  institutions— deter- 
mine on  all  piiblirutions  to  be  circulated  by 
the  society — report  to  their  respective  divi- 
■OBithe  proceedings  and  eorrespoodoooe  of 
the  eomniittfc — ana  in  all  cases  ne  governed 
by  the  prevailing  sentiments  of  their  consti- 


"5  T\^e  chairman  of  the  general  cora- 
aiiltee  shidl  be  treasurer  for  the  time  being — 
teoAwB  tlie  iohtctipliona— pay  all  disburse- 
ments  under  the  direction  of  tlic  committee 
— and  have  his  accounts  audited  by  the  next 
wscceedrng  committco. 

6.  Every  division  shall  doteminM  within 
itself  on  tlic  mode  of  admiuin?  members,  and 
all  other  flatters  not  provided  for  in  the  fore- 
(Mng  attidcs.         A.  C.  RotatLL,  Mc  " 

"  At  a  Mectfaue  hold  Frid^%  37th  April, 
170;.    t  ttic  Seaelaiy's  Tooko*B-coiin, 


"  Present, 

"  Major  Cartwright  in  the  chair, 

«  Mr.  Batley,  Mr.  J.  L.  Bailey,  M.  Merry, 
Mr.  WilHams,  Mr.  Lock h art,  Ms.  J.  H, 
Tooke,  Mr.  Frost,  Captain  llarwood,  Mr. 
J.  Adams,  Mr.  A.  Bush,  Mr.  M.  Bush,  Mft 
M.  Pearson,  Mr.  Sbarpe,  Mr.  Favell,  Mr. 
Walsh^  Mr.  Fitegerald.  Mr.  BidOu,  Dr. 
Edwaidi^  Mr.  ItaU,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr. 
Tuffin. 

Read  the  foUowing  letter,  addrened  to 
tiie  society  called  the  Friendt  of  the  People, 
associated  for  Constitutional  RefosB,  men* 
bled  at  Freemasons- tavern. 

"  Sir ; — By  the  Society  for  Convtitntionnl  Tn- 
formation,  I  am  commanded  to  c.\pre6&  to  you 
the  satisfaction  that  its  menbera  fod  on  the 
institution  of  your  society. 

"  That  the  House  of  Commons  itself,  which 
is  <he  vtry  subject  to  be  reformed,  abonld 
have  furnished  a  part  of  this  strength,  nmy 
ultimately  afford  important  advaot^cs  to 
the  public.  But  it  must  not^  be  disguised, 
that  at  first  this  circumstance  will  necessarily 
he  arrom]»an!e()  with  doubts,  with  suspicions, 
witik  appreiit-u8iun!».  U  is  not,  sir,  the  first 
time  that  numbers  of  that  house  have  pro- 
fessed themselves  reformers:  it  is  not  the 
first  time  that  they  have  entered  into  popular 
assoeialiioDt.  But  should  they,  on  this  occ»« 
sion,  prove  fiuthfully  instrumental  in  effecting 
a  substantial  reform  in  the  representalion  of 
the  people,  and  the  dumtion  of  paiKaments, 
it  will  be  the  first  time  that  the  nation  hath 
not  found  itself  in  an  error,  when  it  placed 
confidence  iu  associated  members  of  parlilt* 
ment,  for  the  recoveries  of  the  constitutional 
and  inestimable  rights  of  the  people.  The 
lung-lost  rights  of  representation,  are  right^ 
sir,  which  m  troth  are  not  to  be  recovered 
but  by  the  r-^^  rlions  and  the  unanimity  of  the 
people  themselves.  Impressed  with  this  ereat 
truth,  it  has  been  an  invariable  object  of  thie 
sociely  *  lo  revive  in  the  minds  of  the  com> 

*  monalty  at  large  a  knowledge  of  their  lost 
'  rights,  respecting  the  election  aod  duration 

*  of  the  representative  body'— and  we  doubt 
not  that  your  society  will  see  the  wisdom  of 
pursuing  a  like  course.  Mav  it  taste  the  doi^ 
light  of  oiffiising  this  knowledge ;  mt^  it  reap 
the  honour  of  callii^  forth  the  cneipea  of 
the  nation  I 

«  When  thie  society,  sir,  contemplates  that 
flood  of  li^ht  and  truth  whicfi,  under  a  be- 
nign Providence,  is  now  sweeping  from  the 
eaxth  despotism  m  all  its  forms,  and  infrii^BO- 
ment  of  rights  in  all  its  degrees,  to  nK;!:c  way 
for  frcedoiu,  justice,  peace,  and  human  hap* 
piuess;  and  when  it  sees  your  society  ais> 
nouncc  itself  to  the  world  as  the  Friends  of 
the  IVoplr,  it  rests  assured  that  this  new  in- 
stitution iibundaully  partakti*  of  that  light, 
tl\at  it  embraces  that  truth,  and  it  will  act  up 
tn  tVie  sacredncss  of  that  friendship  wluch  it 
prgtesses,  by  nobly  oasluig  from  it,  with  dis* 
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dain,  all  aristocratic  reserve?,  and  fairlvand 
honestly  couteuUiog  tor  the  people's  rignU  in 
their  fuill  extent. 

"  Here,  sir, be  assured,  lits  all  vour  strength. 
'  You  may  boast  of  names,  of  wealth,  of  taleotSf 
and  even  of  principles ;  but  without  the  fel* 
iowship  of  the  pe«)ple,  understanding  and 
feeling  their  immediate  interr -^t  in  the  con- 
test, your  association,  whenever  ii  lirappks 
with  that  powerful  despotism  tu  whicli  it  is 
opposed,  and  to  which  a  consiitulional  rl  :[Jv 
gives  double  strength,  will  most  assuredly 
tiffttmble  to  dust. 

♦<  Here,  ^ir,  it  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction 
that  the  Society  fur  Constitutional  inforrnation 
can  express  its  belief,  that  to  its  own  tmcc^ui- 
vocal,  '  Declaration  of  Rights,  without  which 

•  no  EnLiltshman  can  be  a  free  man,  nor  the 

*  Enghbli  nation  Irce  people,*  it  owes  that 
confidence,  on  the  part  of  alt  true  friends  to  a 
«id)  t.iiitial  reform  of  p;irliament,  which  in  all 
periods  of  the  society's  existence  it  has  iuva- 
riablv  experienced. 

"  This  short  declaration,  containing  no 
more  than  four  distinct  propositions,  satisSed 
the  people  that  the  society  assumed  not  the 
office  of  refornier,  without  Kntiwinp;  with  pre- 
cision what  wanted  reform  ;  nor  the  character 
of  friend,  without  manifesting  that  sincerity 
which  gave  proof  of  its  attachment.  It  Icit 
to  such  reformers  a'.  >lr.  Bufkc  to  talk  of  the 
people's  liberties,  uud  at  the  same  time  to 
deny  or  explain  away  their  rights. 

"  This  society,  sir,  trusts  that  the  purity  of 
principle  which  actuated  individual  roembcrs 
of  parltanient,  who  joined  the  associations 
that  li  I  e  been  spoken  of,  will  in  no  d(  ^ree 
be  atiectcd  by  the  observations  that  have  been 
made  upon  the  insufficiency  of  those  associa- 
tions. But,  convinced  that  a  strong  impres- 
sion still  remains  upon  the  minds  of^ the  peo* 

Ele,  that  in  general,  persons  who  have  long 
een  accustomed  to  bold  seats  in  the  House 
of  Common^,  under  the  present  abuses  in  the 
representation,  and  whose  connexions  are  all 
aristocratic,  must  he  aJmost  more  than  men, 
at  once  and  completely  in  •"arrifn  e  both  pre- 
judice  and  unwarranted  power  at  the  altar  of 
freedom  ;-^this  society,  convinced,  1  sav,  sir, 
of  the  csislencc  of  th'^  impression,  would  not 
sutler  its  delicacy  to  stand  in  the  way  of  its 
duty  on  this  important  occasion ;  but  deter- 
mined, with  the  frankness  belonging  to  sin- 
rfTf  nfTection,  to  warn  its  new  brethren 
a^ahist  a  danger  to  wincn  Uu  v  might  other- 
wise become  exposed  throu  ji  mere  inad- 
Tcrlcny 

That  the  diaUoguished  persons  who  have 
adorned  the  senate,  and  now  adorn  yonr  so- 
ciety, may  be  found  equal  to  the  sublime 
efforts  of  virtue  which  their  situation  now 
demands,  and  may  on  that  account  receive 
the  blessingsoftheircotinlry,and  of  mankind, 
to  the  latest  posterity,  is  the  sinccr* ,  the  ar- 
dent wish  of  the  JHKteiy  for  C'on*iitut!onal 
lofomialion !  In  whose  name  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  tttbMribe  myself  with  greii  regard. 


"  Resolved,  That  the  said  letter  be  signed 
by  the  chairman  of  this  meeting,  and  scot  to 
the  said  toctety»  at  their  next  geoenl  meet- 
ing." 

Mr.  Bower ^Vi  ho  ugm  it  ? 

Clerk  of  Arrmig^.—'Rohodj, 

Who  was  chairman  ?<--4u|jor  Cartwri^t 

was  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Thomas  Mdclran,-^!  found  this  among 

Mr.  Adams's  papers. 

^It  was  read.] 

**Sir; — Fully  sensible  that  the  Sorirty  for 
Constitutional  Xoformation  have  made  no  sa- 
criSee  to  delicacy  In  tbdr  SMldKtt  to  nt,  we 
on  our  part  shall  afiect  no  disguise. 

"  V'^oliintary  associations  not  being  armed 
with  public  authority,  have  no  force  but  that 
of  truth,  no  hope  of  succesi  but  in 
strength  of  reiaott,  and  the  eonctiffenee  of 
the  public. 

"  We  profess  not  to  entertain  a  wish  '  that 

*  the  great  plan  of  public  benefit  whicli  Mr. 

*  Fame  has  so  powerfully  recommended  wili 
'  speedily  be  carried  into  efl^,'  nor  to  amua« 
our  leliow-cttizens  with  tlie  magnificent  pro- 
raise  of  obtaining  for  thera  *■  the  rights  of  the 

*  people  in  their  full  extent :  — the  indefinite 
language  of  delusion,  which  by  opening  un- 
bounded prospects  of  political  adventur*^, 
tends  to  destroy  thiii  public  opinion  whicli  i& 
the  support  of  all  free  governments,  and  to 
excite  a  spirit  of  innovation  of  whirh  no  wis- 
dom can  loresec  the  edects,  and  uo  skill  direct 
the  course.  We  view  man  as  he  is,  the  creature 
of  habit,  as  well  as  of  reason.  We  think  it 
therefore  our  bouiiden  duty  to  propose  no 
extreme  changes,  which,  however  specious  in 
theory,  can  never  be  accomplished  without 
violence  to  llie  settled  opinions  of  mankind, 
nor  attcmpied  without  endaugcriu^  some  of 
the  most  otimabic  advantages  whicn  we  con~ 
fossedly  enjoy.  We  arc  convinced  that  the 
people  bear  a  fixed  attachment  to  the  happy 
form  of  our  government,  and  the  genuinn 
prineiplts  of  our  constitution;  these  wc 
cherish  as  objects  of  just  atfectioo,  not  from 
any  implicit  reverence,  or  habitual  supersli- 

I  tion,  but  as  institutions  best  calculated  to 
^  produce  the  happiuc&s  of  man  in  civil  society  : 
I  and  it  is  because  we  are  cuuviuced  that 
I  abuses  arc  undermining  and  corruptil^  then, 
tli  it  wv  !uive  n-^snciatra  for  the  preservatkn^ 
of  those  principles. 

**  We  wish  to  reform  tlie  constitution,  be* 
cause  wr  wi'^h  to  preserve  it. 

As.sociatioastiQrmcd  in  llie  lace  of  power* 
in  opposition  to  the  tnterests  of  our  present 
legislators,  evince  that  mdiTsidual  security  antl^ 
versonal  independence  are  already  establmhed 
by  our  laws. 

The  immense  accumulation  of  debt,  the 
enorniou<;  taxation  of  seventeen  millions  of 
annual  revenue,  demonstrate  that  the  colUc- 
five  interests  of  the  oomionoi^  haVO  beCII 
neglected  or  betrayed. 
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We  believe  the  defective  constituUon  of 
the  assembly  entrusted  with  the  pubhc  purse, 
to  be  the  real  source  of  this  evil.  With  this 
view  we  have  pledged  ourbclves  to  attempt  a 
timely  and  saint  try  reform,  adhering, in  every 
measure  we  niajy  lake,  to  the  fundamental 
pinciplea  of  the  constitution.  According  to 
tha«e  acknowlcdgrj  principles,  the  people 
have  a  perfect  riglit  to  possess  an  organ,  by 
wUch  tne  puUic  mind  may  speak  in  legi&la- 
lioB  ;  iind  to  bind  their  representatives  to 
the  interests  of  the  whole  cuinmuuity,  by  a 
frequent  renovation  of  the  trust.  These  ob« 
jects  accomplished,  we  believe  abuses  will 
finJ  no  prolcclion  in  a  genuine  representation 
ot  the  people;  U»al  regulations  best  adapted 
to  the  public  happiness  will  be  gradually  in- 
fused into  our  laws,  ilirous^h  the  known  chan- 
oeis  of  legislation ;  and  that  the  agitated 
nuiidt  of  men  resuming  their  confidence  in 
pailiamenl  will  subside  into  a  culm  expecti- 
thn  of  redress,  without  forgetting  the  prin- 
ciples or  violating  the  form  of  the  constitti> 

llQQ. 

"  Thc=c,  t«  we  think,  are  the  views  of  men 
detecting  anarciiy,  yet  sincere  friends  of  the 
people.  Your  letter  appears  to  us  to  be 
wriUen  wi^h  a  view  to  create  dislrii'^l  of  our 
dc^tff^  to  msmuate  doubts  of  sincerity,  and 
loesdte  an  early  suspicion  of  our  principles 
in  the  minds  of  the  people.  We  have  not, 
bow  ever,  refused,  in  answer,  to  disclaim  what 
we  condemn,  and  to  avow  our  real  objects, 
fioB  the  pursuit  of  which  we  will  not  suffer 
OTirselvcs  to  be  diverted  hy  any  controversy. 
We  must  beg  leave,  at  the  same  lime,  to  de- 
fine all  ftiture  intercourse  with  a  society 
whoso  views  and  ohjcct>,  as  far  as  we  can 
collect  them  from  the  various  rcsuluiiuus  and 
proceedines  wldch  have  been  published,  we 
cannot  help  regarding  as  irrcconcllt  aMc  with 
those  real  interests  on  which  you  profess  to 
iaiorm  and  cuUghten  the  people* 

**  Jon«RustELL,  chairman.*' 

"  FreemuoifsTkveraySntucday,  May  IStb, 

Addres^cH  John  Cartwriciht,  c«q.  chair- 
man to  the  Souety  for  CouslUulioiiai  Infur- 


"  Freemason's  Tavern,  Mai/  12/ A,  1792. 

"  At  a'  general  meeting  of  the  society  of 
Ibe  Friends  of  the  People,  associated  for  the 
ptr|M)Se  of  ohtainiii^r  parliamentary  rrfot  m, 

«  Tike  right  iioauurable  lord  John  iiussell 
in  Iba  chair, 

**  Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this 
day,  iodi^ilinff  the  letter  from  the  Society  for 
Cafisfitutionai  Information,  and  the  answer 
of  this  society  to  that  letter,  be  printed  and 
jubVt<*hcd." 

*'  Itesolved,  That,  together  with  the  an- 
swer of  this  society  to  the  letter  of  the  Society 
for  Constitutional  Information,  there  be  trans- 
mitted to  John  Cartwright,  esq.  chairman  of 
that  ■ociety»  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the 
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Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  tO  print 
and  publish  tlie  letter  and  reply. 

**  JoBM  RnssELiv  chairman*'' 

Mr.  Thomm  Miaelmn.—1  found  this  among 

Mr.  Ada:ns's  par'  is. 

Mr.  Boicer  (to  Mr.  Wiiliam  Woodfall.)-^ 
You  see  there  is  an  alteration  of  the  date  in 
this  paper;  whose  hand-writino  do  you  believe 
thatalteration  to  bcP—It  is  dimcult  to  decide 
—it  is  not  very  clearly  written. 

Whose  do  you  believe  it  to  be  ? 

Lord  Chief  .Tuslice  Eyre. — A  mere  altera- 
tion of  a  date !— I  think  it  difficult  to  decide, 
but  rather  think  it  to  be  Mr.  Heme  Tooke^ 

Mr.  Tooke. — It  certainly  ii  iriint 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — VV  iuit  is  it  ? 

Mr.  Bo»er.  —  U  is  *<  ultimo**  alterad  to 
"  March  ;  ii  waa  taken  inta  cooiideiatkm 
the  4lh  of  May. 

[It  was  read.] 

"  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Delegates  of  the  T'nilcd 
Constitutional  iiocieties,  held  the  34th  of 
March,  1799,  at  the  Wheel  of  Fortune, 
Saint  F.dmund's  in  the  city  of  Norwich,  it 
\vas  unanimously  agreed  to  communicate  to 
the  gentlemen  of  the  London  Society  for 
Constitutional  Infomiatian  the  foUowing 
Uesoiulions « 

"  1-  T  We  are  ^lappy  to  sec  the  sucoeSS  of 
the  biietlield  Society  for  Constitution^  Re- 
form, and  approve  of  the  deleguHona  mkkk 
you  and  liny  have  made,  in  ordr  r  to  form  a 
plan  of  General  luformatiom  we  humbly 
beg  that  you  would  grant  to  us  the  same 
favour;  and  it  is  our  wish  that  all  the  socie- 
ties of  a  similar  kind  in  England  were  only 
as  so  many  members  slrongltj  and  indmolubltf 
united  in  one  political  body." 

"  2dly.  We  believe  that  instructing  the 
people  in  political  knowledge,  and  in  their 
natural  and  inherent  rights  as  men,  is  the 
only  effectual  way  to  obtain  t!ir  iT  irul  ohjcct 
of  reform;  for  men  need  only  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  abuses  oi  <4uvcmment,and 
they  will  readily  join  in  every  lawful  means 
to  obtain  redress  We  have  the  pleasure  to 
luforut  you  tliat  our  societies  consist  of  tome 
kuudrtds;  and  new  9aei«tie$  ure  freqmently 
formings  which  by  delegates  preser  ve  n  mutual 
intcrcouTte  wUk  each  other  Jor  tnilruction  and 
in/ormotion;  and  the  greatest  care  has  been 
taken  to  preserve  order  and  rc-jjularily  at  our 
meetings,  to  convince  tiie  world  that  riot  and 
disorder  are  no  parts  of  ourpolitica)  creed. 

"  3rdly.  We  believe,  and  are  firmly  ner- 
suadcd,  that  Mr.  Burke  (the  once  friend  of 
liberty)  has  traduced  the  greatest  and  most 
glorious  revolution  ever  recorded  in  tlie  anrials 
of  lii^orv.  Wc  thank  Mr.  Btirke  for  the 
oliticai  discussion  provoked,  and  by  which  he 
as  opened  unto  ua  the  dawn  of  a  g^nous 
day." 

"  4tldy.  To  Mr.  Thomas  Paine  our  thanks 
arc  especially  due,  for  h is  Jirtt  and  utend  Farts 
of  the  Rightt    JUan;  and  we  lincerely  wish 
L 
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that  be  may  live  to  see  lalours  cro&ned 
wiih  success  in  the  general  dilution  iiberty 
and  happinesi  among  mankinU. 

6tbly.  view,  with  concern,  the  late  dis- 
coveries relative  to  the  Westiuinslcr  rleclion, 
in  1788  ;  aud  conreive  ourselves,  and  all  true 
fiiends  of  freedom  under  great  obligations  to 
Messrs.  Thomson,  Wliullmni,  Frain  i^,  Tjvlor, 
aud  all  the  ooble  and  spirited  MlNOill  1 V,  * 
for  their  exertiooi  in  evderto  discover  Uie 
true  source  of  that  aboniinable  and  iniquitous 
procedure. 

"  6thly.  We  coneratulate  our  brethren  in 
ibe  wious  parts  of  the  kingdom,  on  the  pro. 
grass  of  political  knowledge,  iiiul  t  arncslly  in- 
treat  them  to  increase  that  atsociationSt  in  or- 
dtr  to form  one  grmti  and  ettentive  mnton  of  all 
the  friends  of  general  liberty — and  we  hope  the 
time  is  nut  tar  distant,  when  the  people  of 
England  will  be  equally  and  faithfully  repre- 
sented in  parliament.  **  Signed  by  order, 
"  John  HROfciiTOs,  rhairman." 

Addressed  "  The  London  Coustitulional 
Society." 

Mr.  ^^aeIean.—l  found  this  letter  amongst 

Mr.  Adams'ii  papers. 

Mr.  Boicer.^to  Mr,  William  Woodfall.) 
Shall  I  trouble  yon  to  say  wlu-lbcr  the  df- 
scripliuuit  in  the  list  of  persons  ut  the  end  uf 
ibat  fetter  are  in  the  hmd-wripDg  of  the  pri- 
soner or  not  r— Tbey  are. 

[The  following  entry  was  read  from  the  book 
of  the  t)ociety  for  Coostilutioiud  Infonna- 
tton:] 

"  At  a  Meeting  held  Friday,  4lh  May,  1792, 
at  the  SeoetaryVbottse,  TookeVcourt, 
Chancery-lane. 

"  PauaiiT, 

Mr.  Sharpe  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  J.  Tl.  Tookc,  Mr.  Wilharns,  Mr.  Merry, 
Mr.  M.  Pearson,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Captain 
iiarwood,  Mr.  Lockhart,  Major  Cartwright, 
Mr.  Ilollis,  Mr.  I'ainc,  .Mr.  William  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  M.  Bush,  Uev.  31r.  Joyce, 
Ur.  Frost,  Mr.  Aspinal,  Mr.  A.  Bush,  Mr. 
Wheeler,  Mr.  Walker.Mr.Walsb^Dr.Ken. 
tish,  Mr.  Tuflin* 

"  The  following:  gentlemen,  rrrnmmcnded 
By  the  Norwich  Society,  were  elected  asso- 
ciated members  of  this  society : — Mr.  Thomas 
Coff,  Mr.-Williain  Taylor,  Mr.  William  Firth, 
Mr.  Thomas  Barnard,  Mr.  George  Watson, 
llr.  Mark  Wflkes,  Mr.  Charles  &bam,  Mr. 
John  Dalryuiple,  Mr.  Tflward  UanOW,  Mr. 
Henry  Dobsou,  .Mr  Henry  Cation 

"  Mr.  MartMi,  uf  liichmund  buildmgs, 
Beui-ttreet,  Sobo,  was  proposed  as  an  bono- 


•  See  a  Debate  in  the  Hotise  of  C'ummon.5 
on  a  complaint  azainst  Mr.  George  Rose, 
March  la,  1792.  New  Pari.  Hi?t.  \'ol.  29. 
p.  1014^  see  also  Vol  S8,  p.  9U  of  the  same 


rary  member  by  Mr.  Tooke,  and  leeooded  by 

Mr.  Frost. 

"  Read  the  following  letters  from  the  Uevo> 
lution  and  Constitutional  Sodetks  at  Nor* 


wit  11. 


"  This  society  havin»  received  llie  following 
communication  from  ute  Bevohitkm  Society 
atNorwicb,^. 

"To  the  London  Society  forContttlnlionil 

Information. 

"  The  Rcvdlntion  5>ocicty  wi-^lies  to  open  a 
communication  with  you  at  thi^  time,  when 
corruption  has  acquired  a  publicity  in  the 
senate,  which  exacts  from  the  honour  of  the 
British  nation  renewed  exertions  for  parlia- 
mentary reform. — ^Without  pngudging  the 

f>robablc  evenly  of  such  an  application  to  the 
egislature,  this  society  is  wilhng  to  circulate 
the  information,  and  to  co-operate  in  the  mea* 
surcs  that  may  seem  best  adapted  to  farthet 
so  desirable  and  so  important  an  end.  It  is 
willing  to  hope  the  retiress  of  every  existing 
grievance  at  the  bands  of  a  goventoent  re* 
suiting  from  an  extraordinary  convocation,  in 
16ti8,  of  all  who  had  at  any  preceding  time 
been  elected  representatives  of  the  people, 
assisted  by  the  hereditary  rounscllors  of  the 
nation,  and  a  peculiar  deputation  from  tbc 
metropolb,  whidi  National  cokstitvtiko 
Assembly  ^a'^hiercd  for  misoonduct  •  kil^  of 
the  House  of  Stuart. 

*'  The  opinions  and  principles  of  this  society 
are  best  esplaiued  by  .m  appeal  to  their  hte- 
rary  representatives.  To  James  Mackintosh, 
author  of  V indicia  (  j allies,  this  society  offers 
the  tribute  of  its  Aporobaiiom  and  Oratkmde, 
for  the  kno\vlr(!^r,  the  eloquence,  and  philo- 
sophical spirit  with  which  he  has  explained^ 
defended^  and  conuatMUd  on,  the  Reoohdkm  ijf 
France.  It  hesitates  to  assent  to  this  only  of 
his  opinions,  that  *  there  arc  but  two  interests 
*  in  society,  those  of  the  ric  h  and  those  of  the 
'  poor.'  If  so,  what  chance  have  the  latter  P 
Surely  the  interests  of  all  the  Industrious, 
from  tlie  richest  mcrcliant,  to  the  poorest  me- 
chanic, are  in  every  community  the  same— to 
lessen  the  numbers  of  the  unproductive,  to 
whose  maintenance  they  contribute,  and  to 
do  away  such  institutions  and  imposts  as 
abridge  the  means  of  maintenance,  by  resist- 
ing the  demand  tor  labi'ur,  or  by  sharing  it5 
reward;  as  the  means  most  conducive  to  this 
comprehensive  end,  the  Norwich  RevolutkNi 
Su(  lety  desires  an  equitabfe  itpieaentntioQ  of 
the  people. 

*<  The  Kightt  of  Men,  by  Tkoamt  Pknae,  sM 

the  Advice  to  the  Privileged  Orders,  by  Jed 
Bartow,have  also  l)ecnrca»l  with  attention, and 
circulated  with  avidity.  They  point  out  with 
cleamrss  most  of  the  abuses  which  have  ac- 
cumulated jMider  the  l<r  t:<h  (iorcmment ; 
they  attack  with  energy  ntw  if  the  prejudice$ 
whtck  kott  ttnded  to  perpetuate  them. 

"  I  nternnlly,  our  society  is  thus  organired : 
— Any  person  proposed  'and  seconded  by  a 
tber  it  wccinu,  on  paying  an  admissioQ 
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Sat,  and  fMrgiflj;  fainudf  to  au  annual  contri- 

hhtion  toward  thppnrcha<!r  of  liouks  for  Ihe  use 
ot  the  society,  and  lor  circglation  among  the 
wmfeitruUd  cluh.  The  memben  assemble 
tt,ice,    yuthlji    A  Committee  of  Correspondence 
is  periodically'  elected  by  ballot,  to  select 
books,  aijd  to  coodoct  the  other  Itterkfy  busi- 
ness.   A  Committee  of'  to^etve  is  periodically 
ns^rd  III/  acclamation  to  attend  severally  the 
mecliugst  of  the   xanom  conj'cderaicd  clubs, 
which  are  invited  in  like  manner  to  depute  a 
member  to  the  monlhly  viettiniii  of  this:  these 
dubs  are  uow  seven  in  number ;  and  more  are 
expected  toamiouiice  their  adherence.  The 
>c.rwich  Uevuhition  Society,  proposing  to  ex- 
tmd  this  form  of  combination,  recommeods 
for  admissioo  into  the  London  Society  for  Con- 
ititiitiffna*  Information  the  foIlowin<i:;  twelve 
persons  t —  Thomas  GofF,  chairman  ;  William 
l»yk>r,  one  of  the  first  manufacturers ;  William 
firth*  a  considerable  manufacturer ;  Thuuias 
Barnard,  ditto, George  Watson;  Mark  Wilkes, 
meacfaer,  Charles  Basbara,  John  Dalrvmple, 
mtmtd  Barfow,  a  considerable  warehouse- 


Dobson,  Henry  Cation. 
**TuoMA?  GoFF,  cbairioan." 

«  Norwich,  April  S6Ui,  1792," 

Addres&ed,  *"  John  Cartwright,  esq.  No.  4, 
ToolG^a<ourt, Chancery-lane,  Lendon." 

"  Baaolvcd,  That  this  society  receives  the 
•bo%'e  communicution  with  the  niosl  hca.rt-felt 
satiii^rtivn.  and  destires  earnestly  to  concur 
and  co-operate  with  tlwse  societies  in  their 
laudable  objects;  that  the  secretary  do  inform 
tbcm  of  the  same,  and  that  this  society  has 
uBaaiinously  elected  the  twelve  memben  of 
the  Aonric  h  Society  to  be  associated  members 
of  f  his  sonicty." 


If  r»  Btmtr. — We  now  propose  to  read  a  let- 
ter from  Marlui.  Mr.  W  oodfall,  look  at  that 
letter  aad  &ee  whether  any  part  of  it  is  Mr. 
Took0>?— lliere  is  a  line  in  this  first  page 
which  is  Mr.Tooke's  hand-writing. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  IJyre.— Where  docs  that 
pe^cf  come  from  ? 

Sir.  JBoMTw^'It  was  found  among  Mr.  Mar- 
tin's fap^'r**  :  it  is  the  draft  of  ;i  U  ttf  r. 

liwd  Ubief  Justice  W  iiuL  is  in  Mr. 

TookeTa  hand- writing  i 

Mr.  Bou<rj — The  \vord>,  "  ricnllrmen  so 
hkbly  approved  of  by  the  public,"  are  in- 
sertea  instead  of  the  words  *'  learned  men." 

[It  was  rcad.^ 

Sir; — I  have  before  luc  your  favourof  the 
I4th  instant,  informing  mc  that  at  a  meeting 
©fthe  Society  for  ConstituLiotrd  Inforniaiion, 
held  last  in'^jiy,  I  was  unaimnously  elected 
wbooDiwy  member.  I  beg  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  a'ssure  the  society  I  esteem  this  ho- 
nour it  ought  to  be  esteemed  by  me.  1  have 
tile  tiuiiour  to  know  but  few  of  the  members; 
lonoot  presume  this  impuUblc  to  private 
iodividuals,  and  am  far  from  presuming  my 
coodua  to  be  such  as  to  aiu-act  lliu  notice  ot 


gentlemen  to  highly  approved  of  by  tiia 

public." 

Mr.  Attorn^  General. — We  propose  now 
to  read  the  proceedings  of  the  llth  of  May, 
1792.  It  may  be  material  to  mention,  that  it 
will  appear  by  the  books  that  the  dinner  club 
began  on  the  1st  of  June,  1792  ;  the  meetings 
bctbre  that  time  were  at  tlie  secretary's  house^ 
and  there  were  no  preceding  dinners. 

[The  following  entries  were  read  from  the 
books  of  the  society  Ibr  Constitutional  In* 

formation  :] 

"  At  a  Meeting  held  Friday,  iitli  May, 
17 9S,  at  the  Secretary's  bouse,  Tooke's-cour^ 
Cfconcery-lancy 

**  PanwT, 
**  M^r  Cartwright  in  the  Chair, 

Dr.  Melville,  Mr.  Jeiemiah  Battey,  Mr. 

J.  L.  Bailey,  Kcv.  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr,  Lockhart, 
Mr.  Bush,  Mr.  1  it^erald,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr. 
Tooke,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  W.  Sharpe,  Mr. 
Tuflin,  Mr.  Frost,  Mr.  M.  Pearson,  Mr. 
Favell,  Mr.  W V^i.  lord  Dacr,  Mr.  M.  Bush, 
JNIr.  Aspinal,  tai>um  Tooke  IJarwood,  Mr. 
Merry,  Mr.  llollis,  Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  J, 
Adams,  Mr.  Charles  Sharpe,  Mr.  Walsh. 

"  Restlvcd,  That  there  be  a  communica- 
tion from  this  society  with  the  society  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Cbnstito^on  at  Paria»  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Jacobins. 

Head  the  following  Address  from  this 
society  to  the  society  ofFriends  of  the  Con- 
stitution at  Paris,  called  the  Jacobins : 

**  Broth i  rt>,  aso  FbuOW-CITUUIS  OP  m 
Wubld; 

^  The  cordial  and  afleetionate  reception 

with  which  you  have  honoured  our  worthy 
countrymen,  Mr.  Thomas  Cooper  and  Mr. 
James  W  att,  members  of  the  society  of  Man- 
Chester,  and  united  with  our  society,  has  been 
comnnmic  atcd  to  US  by  the  correspondence  of 
those  gentlemen. 

**  In  offering  you  our  congratulations  on 
the  glorious  Kcv  h  lion  which  your  nation 
has  accomplished,  ^^e  speak  a  language  which 
only  sincerity  can  dictate. 

"  The  formality  of  courts  affords  no  exam- 
ple to  us.  To  do  our  thoughts  justice,  we 
give  to  the  heart  the  liberty  it  delights  in,  and 
we  hail  you  as  brothers. 

"  It  i«^  not  among  the  lea-^t  cf  the  revolu- 
tions which  lime  is  unfolding  lo  rtu  astonished 
world,  that  two  nations,  nursed  by  some 
wrctclied  iTuft  in  reciprocal  hatred,  should 
so  f>uddenly  break  their  common  odioux  chaiu, 
and  rush  into  amity. 

"  The  principle  that  can  produce  such  an 
effect,  is  the  offsprino;  of  no  earth ly_  court; 
and  whilst  it  exhibits  to  us  the  expensive  ini- 
auity  of  former  politics,  it  enables  ua,  with 
liold  felicity,  to  say,  we  have  done  with 
tliem !  .... 
IncoDtempUttng  the  political  cpadiUim 
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Uay,  im,  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern, 
Straitdy 

**  Fresknt, 

Major  Cartwright  in  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  IMerry,  lord  Drier,  Mr# 
Paine,  Mr.  LIuyd,  Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Bubh, 
Mr.  J.  Adams,  captain  T.  Harwood,  Mr.  J. 
L.  l^dl\cy,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Hull,  Mr. 
Watts,  Mr.  Fitzgerald^  Mr.  William  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Aspinal,  Mr.  M.  Pearaoo,  Mr.  MartiOy 
Mr.  Gerrald,  Mr  <=;iurch,  Mr.Sharpe  fChar- 
lotte-strcet),  Mr.  M.  Bush,  Mr.  Lockhart, 
Mr.  Batley,  Mr.  Favell,  Mr.  Fmt,  MiC 
Cooper,  Mr.  Campbdl,  Mr.  TuflBn, 

Read  a  second  tinte  the  Address  to  the 
Friends  of  the  Cunstitntion  at  PariSp  known 
by  ihe  aaiue  of  the  Jacobius. 
*'  Ordered  to  be  published  io  tbe  papers. 

Read  llie  following  letter,  addressed  to 
the  chairoian  ot  this  society,  from  Mr.  Tbomas 
Paints 

London^  May  18fA,  1793. 


of  natioDB,  we  cannot  conceive  a  more  M>o- 

lical  system  of  government,  than  that  which 
has  hitherto  been  generally  practised  over  the 
world:  to  feed  the  avarice  and  gratify  the 
wickedness  of  ambition,  the  fiaternitjr  of  ihe 
human  race  has  bccu  destroyed ;  as  if  the 
several  nations  ot  the  earth  had  been  creattrl 
by  rival  Oods.  Man  has  notcoottdered  man 
as  the  work  of  one  Creator 

"  The  political  institutions  undi-.r  which 
be  has  lived  have  keen  counter  to  whatever 
religion  he  prolebsed. 

Instead  of  that  universal  benevulencc 
which  the  morality  of  every  known  religion 
declares,  he  has  been  politically  bred  to  con- 
sider his  species  his  natural  enemy,  and  to 
describe  virtues  and  vices  by  a  geographical 
chart. 

**  The  principles  we  now  declare  arc  not 
peculiar  to  the  society  that  addresses  you ; 
they  are  extending  themselves,  with  accumu- 
lating force,  ihrutigh  rvcry  |>urt  of  oiir  cotm- 
try,  and  derive  strength  from  ao  union  of 
causes,  which  no  other  principles  admit. 

"  The  religious  friend  of  man,  of  every  de-  I  •*  Sir; — The  honourable  patronage  which 
ron-iination,  rerord'^  Ihctn  as  his  own;  ihry  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information  has 
aiuuiale  the  luver  ul  raliuiial  liberty;  and  repeatedly  given  lu  ihe  works,  intituled  Rights 
they  cheris^h  tbe  heart  of  tbe|ioor,  now  bend<  of  Man,  renders  it  incumbent  on  me  to  com- 
ing under  an  oppression  of  taies,  by  a  prospect  |  municate  to  them  whatever  relates  to  the 
of  relief.  \  progress  of  thotte  works. 

*\  We  have  against  usonly  that  same  enemy  \  **  A  great  number  of  letters,  from  various 
which  is  the  enemy  of  justice  in  all  tounlrie'^,  '  parts  of  the  country,  have  come  to  me,  cx- 
— a  herd  of  cuurliers  fattening  on  the  &poil  of  i  pressing  an  earnest  desire  that  the  first  and 
the  public.  I  second  parts  of  *  Rights  of  Man,'  could  be 

rendered  more  generally  useful,  by  printing 
them  in  a  cheaper  manner  than  they  have 


"It  would  have  given  an  additional  triumph 
to  our  congrattilalions,  if  the  equal  rights  of 
piau  (which  are  tbe  foundation  oi  yuur  d<  tia- 
tation  of  rights)  had  been  recognised  by  the 

governments  arntmd   you.  anri  tnunjuillity 


hitlierto  been ;  as  those  requests  were  from 
persons  to  whom  the  purchase  at  the  piesttit 

price  was  inconvenient,  I  took  the  proper 


established  in  all :  but  if  despotisms  be  suil   means  tur  complying  with  their  requests 
reserved,  to  exhibit,  by  conspiracy  and  cum-  (    "  I  am  since  informed  that  the  ministry  in- 

binalion,  a  fartherc  xainplc  of  infamy  lo  future  :  tend  l<rin_in[;a  prn«ecniion  ;  and  as  a  nation 
ages,  that  power  that  disposes  of  events  best  j  (as  well  the  poor  as  the  rich)  has  a  rie^  to 


knows  the  means  of  making  that  example  I  know  what  any  works  are  that  are  made  the 


finally  beneficial  to  his  creatures 


suhject  of  a  prosecution,  the  getting  out  s 


"  We  have  beheld  your  peaceable  principles  cheap  edition  is,  I  conceive,  rendered  more 
insulted  by  despotic  ignorance:  we  have  seen  necessary  than  belore,  as  a  means  towards 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  which  you  hold  supporting  that  right;'— and  I  have  theplea^ 
out  to  the  world,  rejertf d  hy  those  ^vh  )  riot  j  sure  of  informing  the  society  that  I  am  pro- 
on  its  plunder :  we  now  behold  you  ^  nation   cecdmg  with  the  work. — "  I  am,  sir,  with  great 


provoked  into  defence ;  and  we  can  see  no 
mode  of  defence  cqu.il  tr>  tliat  of  estabiishing 
tbe  general  freedom  ot  Europe. 
1*  In  this  best  of  causes  we  wish  you  sue- 

oess.  Our  hearts  <>o  with  you  ;  and  in  ^.l^iIl;; 
this,  we  bcUeve  wc  utter  tlic  voice  of  mil- 
lions." 

'<  lltvilved,  That  the  abtm  addren  he 
signed  by  the  chairman  and  srcrelary,  niiil 
that  Mr.  J.  Il.Tuwke  be  requested  to  transmit 
it,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  to  Mr.  James 
Watt,  at  Pans. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  said  Address  be  read 
a  second  time  at  tbe  next  meeting,  for  pub- 
lication." 

At  a  Meeting  held  Friday,  the  18th  of 


respec^  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

TioKAS  Paxm/' 

"  Tothe  Chairman  of  ilic  Sucictyfbr 
Constitutional  Intorination." 

"  The  society  took  into  consideration  the 
contents  of  the  aforesaid  letter,  and  came  to 
the  fullowinc  resolirtions : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  lhank!«i  of  this  society 
be  given  to  Mr.  Thomas  I'aine,  for  tlie  com- 
nninication  he  has  made,  and  Ibr  the  petriotie 
disinterestedness  manifested  therein." 

"  ReMtlved,  l-bat  this  society  will  contri- 
bute its  -utmost  aid  towards  supDoriing  the 
rights  of  the  nation,  and  the  freeaom  of  the 
press,  and  ium  who  has  so  essential^  and 
successfully  contributed  to  both. 

t 
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**  Resolved,  Thai  the  riglil  of  mv«stifl;iiting 
principles  and  systems  ot  ^overnmenl  is  one  of 
these  rights ;  and  vhal  the  works  ot  any  author 
wbkb  cannoi  be  refuted  by  reuon,  cannot, 
on  the  principles  of  cotul  government  or  of 
ctusmioo  sense,  be  made  the  subject  of  a  pro* 
•ecutioD. 

"  Resolvcil,  That  the  excc^hlve  taxes  wliith 
tbii  country  pays,  being  now  seveuteeo  mil- 
lioos  anoualiy,  give  au  additional  motive  for 
the  exercise  of  this  right,  and  render  it  at  the 
same  time  a  more  immediate  duty  the  nation 
owes  to  itself,  to  enter  upon  and  prumote  all 
such  investigations." 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed 
tu  ioouire  into  the  rumour  of  the  above-men- 
tifloea  proteartion ;  and  to  report  thereon  to  , 
society  at  its  next  meeting." 

"  Kcsolved,  That  a  copy  ol  Mr.  Faine's  let- 
ter, together  with  these  resolutions,  be  trans> 
mitted  ta  .all  the  associated  societies  intoum 
and  country  ;  and  that  ibis  ^-oriely  do  congra- 
tui.ile  them  on  the  firm  and  orderly  spirit,  and 
tranqiul  perseverance,  manifested  m  all  their 
'proceedings,  and  exbort  them  lo  a  steady  coU" 
tuuiance  therein." 

*  Resolved  Ithat  9,000  copies  of  the  above 
letter  and  resolutions  be  pnnted  for  the  use 
of  this  society.'' 

Mr.  Baser. — These  are  thp  minutes  of  those  j 
resolutions  which  wc  irave  (>ruved  to  have 
u^rrectioDs  in  the  hand- writing  of  Mr.  Tooice. 
rio  yir.  M'iclenn  ahouing  him  iome  papers.'] 
Did  you  hud  these  at  Mr.  Adams's  house  ?— 
Yet,  nr. 

To  Mr.  Wooil/i:  1 1.— Look  at  that  [showing 
him  a  paper]  whose  hand-writing  is  that? — 
and  is  that  [showing  another  paper]  Mr. 
Toc^te'sr— I  believe  them  both  to  be  Mr. 
Tooke's  ; — there  are  two  words*'  Free  Nation," 
aiid  the  other  line  of  Mr.Tooke's  hand-writing. 

Mr.  Bomer. — It  is  only  proving  the  rough 
draft,  which  is  altered. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  JEyre. — The  rou^h  draft 
should  be  read  if  you  mean  to  bring  it  home 
lo  the  prisoner. 

[The  rough  draft  was  read.] 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — Mr.  Adams  proved 
test  night  that  he  paid  for  printing  Paine's 
Letter,  thr  Tlesolulimis,  and  the  Adch  cs^to  the 
Jacobins,  m  several  ncwspaoers ;  we  will  now 
read  an  extract  from  this  oook,  which  was 
proved  by  Mr.  Adams.  There  i  rin  nV  crva- 
tioQ  respecting  the  Herald  and  the  N\  orld ; 
that  the  one  declined  to  insert  any  of  the  so- 
cieties publications,  the  other  declined  to  in- 
sert this  pubitcatton,  and  the  Gazetteer  re- 

liirn(  <]  the  money. 

£Thc  following  e.vtract  was  read  from  a  hook 
containing  the  general  receipts  and  disburse* 
ments  ol'  the  Society  .Ibr  Constitutional  In- 
formation :] 

Mr.  Fame's  Letter, Resoiutions, and  Address 
to  the  Jacobins : 


£.  s.  d. 

"  S2d  May,  1792,  Argus,      -  .  -  i   4  o 

"  aad  Argus,       -       -  0  10  6 

•»a5th— ^  —  Mornin^Cbfonide,!   ^  o 
**  Herald,  returned,  decli- 
ning to  msert  an^  of  the 
society's  publications* 
<•  World,  declined. 
'  «•  Oracle,      -   -  J    6  0 
**  Gazetteer,  returned. 
**  Morning  Pos^ not 

inscrtcff 
*' Englisli  Chronicle,  1  6  0 
**  General  Evening^  ^  f  O 

[The  following  entry  was  read  from  the  book 
of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Inlbraia- 

tion:] 

At  a  Meeting  held,  Friday,  25th  of  May, 
1792,  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  tavern. 
Strand^ 

Pbssbkt, 

^Ir.  Bush  in  the  chair, 
Mr.  Tooke,  Dr.  Ma\wrl],  "Sit.  Merry,  Mr. 
Paine,  Mr.  Frost,  Mr.  Uonuey,  Mr.  CSharpe, 
Mr.  J.  Adams,Mr.  John  Martin,  Mr.  A.  Bush, 
Lord  Dacr,  major  Cartwright,  Mr.  Gerrald, 
Mr.  J.  Williams, Mr.  Lockhart, Mr.  Favell, 
INIr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Williams,  rev.  Dr.  Towers, 
Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Aspinal,  Mr.  Fitzgerald, 
Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  W.Sharpe,  .Mr.  TufRn,  Mr. 
Balmanno,  Mr.  Kemble,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr. 
M.  Pearson; 

"  Ordered,  That  6,000  more  coj^  of  the 

bills,  directed  at  the  last  meeting,  be  printed 
That  100  be  sent  to  each  of  the  twelve  as- 
sociated members  of  the  Sheffield  Constitn* 
tional  Sc  1  f  li  f  s ;  100  to  each  of  the  twelve  as- 
sociated nicinbers  of  the  Norwich  Constitu- 
tional Society  ;  200  lo  each  of  the  other  socie- 
ties corresponding  with  this  society  ;  200  lo 
Mr.  Joyce  tor  Mr.  Fox  of  Derby  ;  and  400  to 
the  society  at  Belpar." 

Lord  Chief  Justice  JS«r«.~What  is  that  . 
book? 

Mr.  GMs.^\\.'\%  Mr.  Adams's  private  book, 
in  which,  |)r«il)ably,  he  kept  the  accounts. 

Mr.  Twke. — I  heg  pardon,  we  confess  the 
payment  of  our  debts. 

.Mr.  i-Jri/kj/ic— Mr,  Toukc  iiJmitsthey  paid 
I  their  debts ;  I  wish  every  body  could  admit 
as  much. 

Mr.  (ut'f's.—\  submit  that  it  is  not  evidence. 
Mr.  Justice  Lawrence. — It  is  evidence  that 
the  sums  entered  there  were  paid  by  him. 

Mr.  Gibbs. — If  he  has  proved  the  fact,  that 
the  <^\ui)<^  which  are  in  that  book  were  paid 
by  hiui,  ihcii  Uui  tact  is  proved  out  of  his 
mouth;  whrn  1  made  the  objection  it  WttO^ 
fercd  as  a  book  ot  the  society 

Lord  Cliief  Baron  Macdonaid.—Ut  mi, 
last  night  that  all  the  entries  in  that  book  were 
of  disbursements  made  by  him. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  ^^^<>-What  is  this  an 
account  of? 
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Mr.  Attorney  General. — It  is  for  printing 
Paine's  Letter  and  the  Address  to  the  Jacobins. 

[  l  iic  tbilowing  extract  was  read  irom  a  book 
contaiotng  the  general  receipts  and  dis- 
Inirscuicnts  of  theSocie^  fbrConBtitutioDal 
Intorruation :] 

i£.  <.  d. 

**  May  t5th.  Goldney,  as  per  re- 
ceipt, for  printing  Painc's  LeU 
terand  Address  to  the  Jacobins.     12  IS  0 

**  May  25th.  Parcel  to  Sheffield, 
with  Paine's  Letter  to  Dundas      0  9  11 

f*  Ditto  to  Norwich  0  8  8 

**  Parcel    to  Leicester,  with 
Paune*s  letter  to  Dundas  0  16 

Mr.  Justice  Lawrence. — Upon  looking  back 

to  ray  notes,  I  do  not  know  whether  I  have 
not  mistaken,  a?  to  what  Adams  said ;  he 
said  the  book  conlaiucU  true  entries,  as  he 
believtd ;  I  thought  that  applied  to  the  book 
of  accounts;  but,  upon  looking  over  my 
notes,  i  believe  he  applied  it  to  the  entries  in 
the  book  of  the  aociety. 

Mr.  Erskivc. — Your  lordship  is  quite  cor- 
rect ;  it  applied  to  the  book  of  the  society. 

Mr.  Jaatice  lewreaee. — I  believe,  from  my 
memory^  that  it  applied  to  both. 

£The  following  entries  were  read  from  the 
book  of  ttic  Socie^  for  Conetitutbnal 
Information :  j 

«  May  25<A. 
**  Read  a  comraunication  from  the  London 

CofTf  spend  in   Society,  as  follows  : 

**  Sir ; — By  direction  of  the  delegates  of  the 
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Favell,  :Mr.  Kimble.  Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  Mr.  iiiUinanno,  Mr.  Gerraid,  Mr. 
Walsh. 

f  The  secretary  reported  that  he  had  sent 
1,200  of  the  printed  oills,  ordered  at  the  last 
mectiug,  to  ttic  Sheffield  Coustilutiuual  So- 
ciety ;  ],soo  to  the  Norwich  Constitutional 
Society;  to  the  Southwark  Constitutional  So« 
ciety  200 ;  to  the  London  Corresponding  So- 
ciety 200;  to  Mr.  Joyce,  to  be  torwaided  to 
Mr.  Fox  of  Derby,  200  ;  to  the  Constitutional 
Whigs  300  ;  to  the  society  at  Belpar  tOQ. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  send  to  Mr. 
Joyce,  to  be  forwarded  to  Birnungham,  600  ; 
to  the  society  at  Al(i£;alc  200  ;  to  Mr.  Walker, 
ui  Manchester,  J,20U;  to  lord  Daer,  to  be 
forwarded  to  Liverpool,  §00 ;  to  Mr.  Rut^  t» 
be  forwrifflrd  to  Cambridge,  5(X) ;  and  400  to 
lord  beuipil,  to  be  distributed  among  the  80> 
cieties  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Giaifow." 

[The  following  letter,  fiom  the  London  Cof* 
responding  Society,  was  read.] 

Thursday  Z\it,  May,  170?. 

"  Sir; — Tbe Loudon  Corresponding bocie^JT 
reUim  thanks  to  the  Society  ibr  Constitu- 
tional Information  for  the  communication  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Paine's  letter  to  them,  and  of 
their  resolutions  subsequent  thereto. 

"  It  gives  us  infinite  satisfaction  to  think 
that  inankiud  wilt  soon  reap  the  advantage  of 
Mr.  Paine's  labours,  in  a  new  and  cheaper 
edition  of  the  iUghtsof  Man. 

"  We  are,  however,  no  ways  surprised  at 
tiie  report  of  a  prosecution  being  comoMDced 
agunst  bis  worxs,  for,  by  the  doctrioe  sub- 


CoofeLitutioiiai  So- 
ciety. I  am  truly,  sir,  your  obedient  and 
yvy  fauinbte  servant, 

**  Thomas  Hardt,  secretary. 

"  Ikll,  Fxcttr-v licet,  May  24th.  1702  " 

'lo  the  chairman  of  the  Constitutional 
Society.''  | 

"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  society 
be  returned  to  the  I.ondnn  Corresponding  So- 
ciclY,  for  tiie  comnuMii(;>aiuu  wluch  it  has  I 
made  to  this  society ;  and  that  the  farther 

rc:.Hn)r'.\it';oi)  id'  tlif  said  cnmmunic atiou  be  I 
pcisip<,iii  (i  i(j  thr  nr\t  meeting  ul"ihi>  ^(j(.irty."  ' 

"  At  a  Meeting  held  at  the  Crown  ana  i 


nistration,  perhaps  against  their  inclination, 
to  submit  tiictn  tu  the  impartial  investigation 
of  competent  judges. 

"  His  majesty's  proclamation  next  engages 
our  notice :  After  reading:  it  with  great  atten« 
tion,  we  discard  an  idea  nirown  out  by  some» 
that  it  had  been  drawn  up  and  sent  forth,  at 
this  juncture,  with  a  view  of  raising  unfavour- 
able picjudicc^  in  the  minds  of  the  peopie 
s^inst  Mr.  Paine,  or  hie  works,  now  under  & 
prosecution  ;  ina^^much  as  such  an  attempt,  if 
It  could  be  proved,  would  not  only  bear  ma- 
liee  on  the  face  of  it,  but  would  likewise  be  % 
most  daring  violation  of  the  laws. 
_  "  We  are  more  willing  tu  discover  thereiu 

Anchor  tavern.  Strand,  I'riday,  1st  of  June, !  his  majesty's  great  goodness  of  kieart  and  pa- 


1792, 

**  PftESaRT, 

"  Robert  I^Ierry,  esq. ;  in  the  Chair, 
"  Mr.  .1.11.  Tookc,  :\Ir  riost,rev.  Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  W.  Siiarpe,  Mr.  West,  Mr.  John  Mar* 
tin,  Mr.  M.  Pearson,  lord  Daer,  Mr.  Bon- 
ric>,  Mr.  Hutt,  Mr.  Starch,  Mr.  G.  Wil- 
liams, Mr.  M.  Busii,  Capl. Tookc  Harwood, 
Mr.  1 W  liiiams,  Mr.  A.  Bush,  Mr.  B.Cooper, 
Mr.  Lockharty  Mr.  Aspinal^  Mr.  Wniti^Mr. 


temal  care,  anticipating  our  warmest  wishes, 
jjiving  the  greatest  encouragement  to  our  dif- 
ferent societies,  and  holding  forth  the  same 
strong  desire  with  us  «/*  aUjl»air  ly  lAe  ceniffr* 

tulii,ii  in  it's  pnre  and  unrcmtpt  state  ;  of  IC- 
curing  the  public  peace  and  pruipcrUy ;  of  prc^ 
tervimg  to  ALL  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
rights  and  liberties,  both  i  t  lt^wus  and  civil ; 
and  scemiii£r,  in  fact,  to  encourage  them  under 
the  most  serious  (xmsiderittion  of  lAetr  cam 
melfartf  and  that  tftktkfmlmi^i  t» 
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«y  and  unite  their  endcsvoun  with  ours  in 
guarding  apainst  all  attemptt  aiming  at  the 
mkversioH  ly  wholetome  and  rtgular  govern- 
mtmi  s  and  to  discourage  amd  Mpresu,  to  the 

vtmo$t  of  their  pourr,  all  pfQOUni^  tmdmg 
i0frodiuc  rwU  and  iumuU», 

**  Our  ends  being  thus  inemitrowrtibly  the 
same,  and  ihercb^  enjoying  the  royal  saiic- 
tioo,  wc  ima^iinc  that  in  exercisinc;  our  right 
0/  m«;<etii)gf  vihcn  and  wheie  we  please,  of 
csnvaaaing  tucfa  subjects  as  we  Ihink  proper, 
cfinslnicttT!::  our  rellou'-tilizens,  and  of  unit- 
log  our  «iiacdYuur:s  to  obtain  a  perfect  repre- 
Mitatiofi  in  parliament,  we  are  taking  the 
tnje>t  method  of  ^rruring  lo  ourselves  and 
our  posteritjr  ^1  the  bicdsiogs  of  liberty  and 
peace. 

"  Yielding  to  tiie  society  for  Constitutional 
loAirmation,  both  in  priority  of  institution 
and  ID  ^realQcssi  of  abilities,  wc  yet  put  in 
ev  elAiu  for  etjuality  of  zeal  towards  the 
pubUc  good,  an  1  hrm  determination  to  obtain 
ti.  We  are,  wuti  great  e^teeoiy  sir,  ^ouf 
tgHMihmmhh  aervants, 

*♦  Maumick  MAuoAnoT,  chairman. 
"  TuoMAS  Haruy.  secretary." 
Addressed,  **  Major  Cartwright,  chairman 
«f  the  Society  Ibr  Coutitutioiial  iofor- 
mation." 

**  Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  pub- 
Itihed  in  such  newspapers  as  will  receive  the 
adfotiiemeiits  of  this  socie^.'' 

■*  At  s  Meeting  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  Uvern,  SSmA,  on  Friday  the  8th  of 
Jime^  im, 

PaESENT, 

Mr.  Sturch  in  the  chair, 

"  Mr.  J.  H.  Tooke,  Mr.  Frost,  Mr.  Bonney, 
colooel  Miles,  Dr.  Maxwell,  Mr.  UuU,  Mr. 
Sndur,  Mr.  M.  Pcar>on,  Mr.  Lockhart, 
Rev.  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  FaveJl,  Mr.  John 
Martin,  Mr.  Cboppin,  captam  Tooke  Har- 
weod,  Mr.  M.  Bush,  Mr.  Jennings,  Mr. 
Balmanno,  Mr.  Asptnal,  Mr.  West,  Mr.  G. 
Williams,  Mr.  Bush,  Mr.  B.  Cooper,  Mr. 
Symonds,  Mr.  Tufhn,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Mr. 
Jl  L.  B^tley,  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

Rr*«.lvc«l,  Th:»t  an  open  commillec  of 
the  members  of  thu»  society  meet  at  the 
•ecretary'tt  house  to-morrow,  at  two  o'clock, 
to  Like  into  consideration  Mr.  Paine's  letter, 
which  IS  to  be  printed  in  the  Amns  of  to- 
morrow ;  ;fiud  thai  the  conuuitlee  imve  power 
to  transmit  copies  thereof  to  the  diiterent 
Conre.«|*nndin^  Societies  in  the  country,  if 
thcysiiall  think  proper." 

Mr.  Attorney  (JeneraL — Your  lordship  will 
find,  from  subsequent  entries,  that  those 

words — Paine's  Letter,'' — means  Mr.  Paine's 
letter  to  Blr.  Dundas,  pivcn  in  evidence  upon 
the  former  trial,  and  which  will  be  given  in 
evidence  agaui  on  this;  and  your  lordship 
•  ill  finrl,  in  the  book  of  accounts,  a  parcel  to 
Norwich,  of  Paiae's  letter  to  Mr.  Oundas;  a 
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parcel  to  Sheffield :  a  parcel  to  Glasgow ;  ano- 
ther parcel  to  Shrftl  rid  ;  unotlter  lo  Nnrwich, 
&c.    We  wdl  now  read  the  proceedings  of 
the  Constitntiona!  Society,  of  the  95tn  of 
May,  and  the  15th  June,  1791S. 

«  Jlfay  25,  1793. 
"  K  cad  a  paper  called  a  proclamation,  dated 

21st  mstant. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  (bUowinc  resolutions, 
relating  to  the  said  paper,  <»Ueda  proclama^ 
tion,  be  puhlishcd  in  ail  the  newspapers. 

**  The  society  took  into  consideration  a 
paper,  generally  circulated,  under  the  name 
of  a  iiroclaiiialion,  whcrctipon  the  society 
came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  great  pains  taken  in 
the  aforesaid  circulated  paper,  to  inform  the 
people  of  their  happinc^s,  appears  to  thi**  «»o- 
cicty  to  be  at  least  unnecessary;  lor,  it  the 
people  are  happy,  they  need  not  the  informa- 
tion; and,  if  thry  nrf  not  <:o,  it  is  not  a  pro- 
clamatioQ  that  will  make  liicm  believe  it. 

"  Resohred,  That  the  people  necessarily 
separated,  for  the  purpo-e  of  lollowing  their 
several  occupations,  and  attcudujg  to  their 
domestic  concerns,  have  a  rij^ht  to  meet,  as- 
sociate, and  communicate  together,  upon  a! I 
matters  relative  to  their  common  pofxl ;  and 
it  is  a  duty  they  reciprocally  owe  to  each 
other,  so  to  do. 

"  Kesolvcd,  That  any  publications,  how- 
ever denominated,  which  tend  either  directly, 
or  by  loose,  general,  and  obscure  espressbna, 
to  prohibit  or  control  the  aforesaid  right  of 
association,  or  any  other  right,  renders  the 
exercise  of  that  right  the  more  necessary,  and 
especially  under  the  present  cifi  umstiuices, 
when  the  weight  of  taxc!,  and  the  excessive 
dearness  of  provisions,  aie  suhjctts  ot  general 
complaint;  and  an  apprehension  prevails, 
th  it  a  confederacy  of  courts  i^  formed,  or 
forming,  against  the  natural  and  civil  rights 
of  man. 

"  Resolved,  That  as  it  is  a  more  jgrievous 
injury  to  kill  than  to  defame,  so  is  it  in  the 
opinion  of  tlii:>  society  nuscli  worse,  to  repeal 
and  expunse,  than  to  vilify  and  brin^  into 
contempt  the  wise  and  wholt^ome  provisions 
made  for  the  preservation  and  security  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

Hcsolvcd,  'I"h;it  the  provisions  of  an  act 
of  the  sixth  of  Wilhamand  Mary,  chap.  2, 
*  That  from  henceforth  no  parliament  whatso* 
ever,  that  shall,  at  any  time  hereafler,  be 
called,  assembled,  or  held,  «,hall  have  any 
continuance,  any  longer  than  for  three  years 
only,  at  the  farthest,  to  be  accounted  hem 
the  day  on  which,  hy  the*  wrifs  of  summons, 
the  aaid  parliaments  shall  be  appointed  to 
meet:' 

"  Also,  That  the  provision  of  12  William  3, 
I  chap.  'J.  '  thai  all  matter?  and  things  relating 
to  the  well  governing  of  this  kuigdom,  which 
are  properly  co^izable  in  the  privy  council, 
by  the  Jaws  anu  custom;,  of  thi;>  realm,  shall 
be  transacted  there^  and  all  resolutions  taken 
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theieuPOD  siiall  be  si^aed  by  such  of  the  privy 
coaodl  M  shftll  advise  and  consent  to  the 

same 

"  Also,  That  the  f^irlher  provision  by  the 
8Md  act, '  that  no  person  who  has  an  office,  or 
place  of  profit,  under  the  kino;  or  receives  a 

pension  from  the  crown,  sh.ill  be  cipable  of 
scrvine  as  a  member  ol  the  Ilouae  of  Com- 
mons :° 

"  Eesolved,  That  the  forccioing  were,  in 
a  ^^f^eat  degree,  wise  and  wholesome  pro- 
iriinons,  mane  ^  the  preservation  and  secu- 


Daer,  Mr.  Aspicial,  colonel  Milea^  Mr* 
Wakb,  Mr.  Cooper, 

**  Read  a  letter  from  the  London  Corres- 
ponding Society,  stating,  that  they  had  opened 
a  subscription  for  the  defence  of  Mr.  Paine, 
and  tliat  they  wished  six  of  their  members 
might  be  associated  wilb  this  society. 

"  Ordered,  That  tlie  secretary  be  desired 
to  iufonn  the  secretary  of  the  Loudon  Cor- 
responding Society,  that  this  society  rec«ve 
their  proyoSiil  with  pleasure;  and  are  willing 
to  admit  «uch  »ix  ot  the  members  whom  thev 


trillions,  maile  for  the  preservation 

ritv  of  the  rights  and  liberty  of  the  people,     .  „   .   .  .     ,  . 

which,  notwithstandme,  so  far  from  being  »?«»»~*«»        associated  members  of 

since  strengthened  and  confirmed  by  »ubse-  I  If  j^Joiy* 


quent  laws,  have,  to  our  great  mlicbieO  been 
lotally  repealed  and  taken  away. 

Resolved,  That  the  monstrous  enormity 
•Dd  grievance  of  the  present  national  debt; 

"  The  grievous  oppression  of  seventeen 
miUions  anauallv  of  taxes  ^ 

**  The  scandalotis  duration  of  pailiainents 
Ibr  seven  years ; 

**  Private  proprietors  of  borough?,  falsely 
pretending  to  be,  and  really  acting  a.s,  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people ; 

'*  Judges  cluming  i a  all  ca«>e<;,  and  under 
all  circumstances,  the  dtiermination  of  the 
criminality  or  innocence  of  any  act,  exclu- 
sively  of  the  jury ;  expensive  armaments,  and 
menacing  proclamations  and  encampmcol^, 
in  time  of  a  profound  peace : 

"  These  things  we  cannot  believe  either 
wise  or  wholesome  ;  find  we  declare  it  to  be 
a  fatal  omission,  ul  ihe  linie  ui  the  Revolu- 
tion, that  these  things  were  not  sufTiciently 
euarded  against;  an'l  uc  feel  it  our  duty,  to 
tne  utmost  of  our  power,  to  obtain  a  full  and 
fair  representation  of  the  people,  which  we 
liold  to  he  the  only  effectual  security  for  their 
rights,  liberties,  and  property,  and  to  be  the 
only  measure  tnat  can  produce  that  due  sub- 
mi  <In  to  the  laws,  and  that  just  confidence 
in  the  intepity  and  wisdom  of  parliament, 
which  arc  declared  in  liic  said  paper,  calJi^d  a 
proclamation,  to  be  the  chief^  causes  (under 
Frovidcnce)  of  the  we:i!(fi,  the  happiness,  and 
the  profeueriiy  of  the  kmgdora. 

**  Mr.  Tooke,  from  the  committee  appointed 
at  the  last  meeting,  to  inquire  relative  lo  the 
rumour  of  a  prosecution  against  Mr.  i'uinc, 
desired  time  to  make  their  report  till  a  future 
meetrng." 


Resolved,  That  a  subscription  be  opened 
lit  this  society,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Paine,  author  of  the  Ridits  of  Man. 

Restdved,  That  the  Tetter  of  the  I  onrlon 
Corresponding  tjociely,  and  the  two  last  reso- 
lutions, be  published  m  the  newspapers. 

"  Resolved,  That  12,000  copies  of  Mr. 
Paine's  letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  be 
printed  by  this  society,  for  the  uurpo&c  of  bc- 
iwz  transmitted  tOOUrcorresponoMltS through' 
out  (ireal  Rritnin;  and  that  a  COUUittee  be 
appointed  to  direct  the  .same. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  con* 
sist  of  Mr.  Tooke,  ^Ir.  Sturch,  Mr.  Chatfield, 
Rev.  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Simmonda,  and  Mr. 
Frost. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  subscription  forth© 
benefit  of  Mr.  Paine,  opened  by  this  society, 
be  paid  into  the  hands  of  tlic  treasurer  of  lUis 
society." 

Mr  Bower.— Here  is  the  original  minute  of 
these  ]irorerdings.  I  will  prove  they  "arO  Mr. 
Tooke's  hand- writing, 

Mr.  Mwlean. — found  this  paper  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Jirfrrer. — Mr.  Woodfall,  whose  haod> 
wrilinji  do  you  believe  this  paper  to  be? 

Mr.  miiiam  }Vix>(ifall—l  beliove  this  to  be 
^Ii.  Tooke's  liaiul-writing. 

Mr.  Tooke- -L'ciVJLinl;}  li  is. 

[The  rough  draft  of  the  Minutes  was  rcad.J 

Mr.  Daniel  Adam  called  agtin. 

Mr.  Bower. — Look  and  see  whether  this 
book  of  accounts  contains  an  account  of  your 
expenditure,  for  the  use  of  the  CoubtiUitiua4»l 
Society  ^->Yes,  it  does. 
There  are  some  marginal  notes  there— 

r»; 


*  At  a  Meeting,  held  on  Friday,  the  ]6tb  I  "  returned  b^-  the  Oracle"— and  other  papei 
ef  JtiiML  ir99»  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  are  those  minutes  of  your  mdcing?— >Th( 
tavern,  Stniid, 

"  Prtsent, 
"  J.  H.  Tooke,  esq.  in  the  chair, 


are. 


Mr.  Simmonds,  Mr.  Bonney,  Mr.  Frost, 
Mr.  M.  Pearson,  Mr.  W.  Sharpe,  Mr.  C 


Were  they  made  because  the  papen  were 
so  returned  from  the  publishers  of  these 

newspapers  ? — Yes,  they  declined  inserting 

them  in  their  papers. 

Does  this  book  contain  a  true  account  of 


Hull,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Martin,  .Mr.  Lock-  ;  your  expenditures  for  the  use  of  that  society? 


hart,  Mr.  Bush,  Mr.  .\.  Ru^h.  Mr.  Chop 


Jin,  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Chaifield,  Rev.  Mr. 
oyce,  Dr.  Edwards.  Mr.  G.  Williams,  Mr 


— It  docs. 

Mr.  Bouer. — Look  at  the  entry  of  a  meeting 
on  the  23d  of  July,  1794 ;  xraett  was  Ihtt 


«rw^«««l  «#^a  •  u^a    4TAia  «v«aaaeuu9|  A«a.i  •  .  vss  «tjv    ^  wvj    wa   ^«b#^|i  •«  V  §  w 

Sindafa'^  Mr.  Sturch,  Mr.  TitigisnHf  lord  meeting  held?— At  my  bouse. 
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mi  fif  Htglk  TfmoH. 

Is  thai  tn  cully  ofa  meetii^  diil  wu  held 

at  that  timp? — It  i^. 

And  the  names  of  the  parties  appearing 
liicn  were  persom  prcaentat  tume  port  of  the 
rvcniiig  l^-^oue  put  of  the  «Tcoing  they 

Mr.  CiU$.^mM  is  this  eatry  } 

Lord  Chief  Justice  F.^re. — It  is  an  entry 
which  was  read  last  night,  de  bene  etsr,  Mr. 
Adams  not  being  here  to  prove  it ;  by  some 
maiM,  in  going  through  the  geaeral  accoant, 
he  missed  that  meeting. 

£TH<»  following  f'titry  was  read  from  the  book 
of  the  bocteiy  tur  Constitutional  Infurma- 
lion:  J 

**  Al  a  Meeting  hdd  at  the  Crowo  and 
Anchor  tavcfOi  on  Fridey,  Sid  of  inne,  1799, 

**  PaisaaT, 

ttr.  Fn»t  in  the  chair, 

•  Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  C.  Sharpc,  Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  J.  ir.  Tooke,  Dr.  Maxwell,  rev.  Mr. 
Jov(%,  Mr.  Bouney,  Mr.  J.  Joyce,  Lord 
Seinpill,  Mr.  Sturch,  Mr.  Jennings,  Mr.  M, 
Bu:»h,  Mr.  Bush,  Mr.  Hutt,  Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Biilmanno,  Mr.  Bakewcll,  Mr.  O.  Wil- 
liams, Mr.  CiMlfield,  Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  J. 
Martin^  Mr.  Sinclair, 

"  Mr.  Tooke  rraorted  that  an  information 
was  filed  aji^ainst  Mr.  Paine/  for  his  publica- 
tMD  of  the  ki£hts  of  Man. 

"Ordered,  That  the  subscription  entered 

into  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Thomas  Piiliu-,  he 
entered  in  a  separate  part  of  the  book^  and 
kept  open  for  the  rnembers  of  thb  society. 

**  It  was  stated  to  the  society  that  Mr.  Favell 
harin;  %  great  many  similar  concerns  on  his 
liajnUb»  wished  to  be  excused  from  receiving 
the  subscriptions  on  Mr.  Fainc's  account." 

**  Resolved,  That  the  siib>rri|ttiui)s  be  re- 
ceived by  Mr.  Bonney,  Mr.  i'amc'ii  b<»licitor." 

Mr.  Sturch  reported  that  the  committee, 
appointed  to  circulate  Mr.  Paine\  Ictu  r  lu 
Mr.  Dundas,  had  obtained  an  estimate  for 
printing  1^^,000,  which  amounted  to  f  5/." 

"  Ordered,  That  13,000  copies  of  the  said 
letter  be  printed,  according  to  the  estimate 
reported. 

**  Besoleed,  That  the  said  committee  he 

r^iiested  to  meet  on  this  day  sevcnr.lLjht,  at 
four  o'clock,  at  this  place,  to  consider  ol  the 
best  meana  ofciicubting  Che  same/' 

Tkmmwt  Ckapmmnf  called  again.— eianuiled  by 
Mr.  Ourram. 

I<aat  night  you  gave  an  account  of  your 
printing  the  first  part  of  Paine's  Kighls  of 
Mau — be  good  a!>  luok  at  the  second  part 
—did  you  print  any  ))art  o  I'  that  by  Mr.  Paine's 
aider^    -  N  'jI  of  this  book. 

You  n)«aii  not  thai  particular  hook  i — Not 
that  particular  book. 


*  ^ec  the  Trial  ot  i  huuias  Paine,  anU,  \  uJ. 
VOL.  XXV. 


A.  D.  im  [16S 

Did  you  print  up  to  any  extent",  and  to  what 
paf^e  of  the  second  part  of  the  Rights  of  Man 
for  Mr.  Pame — look  at  this  copy,  it  is  one  I 
had  occasion  to  show  you  a  few  days  ago— 
fliil  you  print  any  part  of  that  for  Mr.  I'aine — 
1  his  is  not  the  copy  j^ou  g^vc  me  before :  I 
did  not  print  this  particular  book;  Ia|^  cer- 
tain this  is  not  the  book,  because  this  is  the 
third  edition. 

[Another  copy  shown  to  the  witness.] 

This  is  not  miii*' 

Mr.  Oarraw, — Voutoid  us,  \a  the  course  of 
your  evidence  in  this  cause,  that  you  printed 
tlir  fir  t  part  of  the  Rights  of  Man  for  Mr. 
Paiue  i — Yes. 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Paine  upon  the  subject 
of  any  publication  called  the  Second  part  of  tba 
Uightsof  Man  ? — I  did 

Did  you  priiji  any  [(art  ol  tliat  work  for 
him  ? — I  did. 
Up  to  what  pace  ?— Up  to  page  128, 1  think. 
When  you  liad  printed  so  far, did  any  thing 
pass  which  broke  off  the  conneatoD,  in  bust* 
iie^*^.  between  yon  nnd  Mr  Paine? — Yes. 

Do  yoo  know,  from  your  own  knowledge 
or  from  Mr.  Peine,  who  was  applied  to  to  go 
on  with  that  publication^ — Froroparticularctr- 
ciim^tances  i  know  that  Mr.  Bensky  was  ap- 
plied to. 

Do  you  know  in  point  of  fact,  who  took  up 
the  printing  fton  wliere  you  left  off?— I  do 
not. 

The  book  you  have  in  your  hand,  appears 
to  be  publishM  by  Jocdan  ?— It  does. 

Jirreauflil  S^mml  Jordan,  sworn.— euminedby 

Mr.  C arrow. 

You  are  a  bookseller  ? — Yes. 
I)u  yuu  recollect  publishing  tlie  Rights  of 
Man  for  Mr.  Paine  f— Yes. 

Did  you  deliver  any  copies  of  thai  work,  at 
'  any  lame,  to  Mr.  While?— -I  do  not  recollect. 
I    Did  you  ever  see  Mr.  White  ?— Yes. 

T>id  you  ever  see  Mr.  White  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  second  part  of  the  Kigbts  of  Mao  i 
I  "♦Yes. 

I    Try  to  recollect  yourself  aiul  tell  me  whe- 

J  thcr,  upon  that  orra'^ion,  you  did  or  not  jrive 
J  Mr.  White  a  copy  ol  tlial  work? — I  cannot  rc- 
I  collect — it  is  two  years  since — and  I  have  not 
tlic  least  rorollection  upon  the  subject,  whe- 
I  Uu  r  i  did  or  not. 

I-ook  at  that  book,  and  tell  me  whether  you 
I  !t(  vc  that  to  be  one  published  bv  you?— I 
du  uut  thmk  ibis  was  published  by  me. 

Look  at  it?— I  do  not  believe  it  was  puh- 
li^liedby  me. 
I     ^Vhy — Because  I  see  there     my  nwn  wri- 
ting upon  tlie  title  ;  it  was  bought  Jrouj  ano- 
ti:<-r  person. 

ILive  you  nny  doubt  that  It  wa*!;  onrr  in 
your  possessiou  ?— It  was  m  my  posscsbiou 
uitdoubtedly.  • 

But  you  did  not  print  it? — ^No;  nor  I  did 
not  sell  tliis  book. 
Did  you  buy  it  ?— A  person  bouglil  it  for  fiac. 
M 
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Whditi  d'uT  yon  red«IVt  il  frUH  f<«^FMU  a 

Mr.  Huntley,  I  see. 

Who  is  he  ? — He  lives,  I  beheve,  in  Duke- 
ftveati  Gro«venor-sc1uare. 

At^oudidnot  scH  it,  pertutps  jdu  fgm  H 
avnfy  ^— It  IS  hltely  i  did. 

9e^§  your  own  hatld- Writing  upon  it,  and 
fpcfolli'c  tir-ig  yon  had  some  convcr^.ttion  with 
Mr.  White  u]K>n  tbe second  part  ut  the  Ui!;hts 
of  Man,  have  you  the  least  doubt,  upou  your 
o.ith,  that  you  gave  Mr.  While  that  bookf— 
I  cannot  say ;  1  rather  think  I  nught. 

Mr.  Garntt. — Kather  Uiink  you  might  I—I 
<^iiBot  be  positive ;  I  do  not  reeolleet  the  cir> 
cumstance. 

What  IS  in  your  imnd-writiDg? — "  Bought 
ef  Mr.  Johnson,  Vebniarjr  the  IMi,  1799, 
by  Mr.  Huntley  " 

This  is  a  laemoraudum  ot  your  own  ? — Yes. 

Upon  what  oeeasloti  did  you  make  that  me- 
niordiidum  P — Because  I  was  desirous  to  know 
whether  Mr.  Johnson  had  '-old  any. 

That  desire  t  unid  nut  have  led  yuu  to  make 
that  memorandum  ?— It  was  to  be  certain 
that  Mr.  John«nn  had  sold  it. 

Upon  what  occasion  did  you  make  thai  me- 
AOfandumf^Because  I  understood  my  name 
was  nut  to  it,  antl  t!  r  *  r  I  did  not  expect 
that  Mr.  Johnson  would  sell  them. 

You  thought  Mr.  Johnson  would  not  tell 
the  book  with  your  name  10  it  ? — Yes. 

Wns  your  namr-  |nrt  to  it  without  fom  coUr 
sent      ii  was  no  I. 

What  do  you  mean  by  Johnson  not  selling 
the  book  with  your  name  to  it  ? — He  had  my 
cpnseol  to  put  niy  name  lo  tiietu,  but  1  thought 
Be  would  not  sell  them  with  my  name  to 
them,  ji"^  fi's  iHvn  was  not. 

Your  cunsent  was  giveni  then,  to  put  your 
iNuAe  tothalN-Yes. 

You  say  you  did  not  puMtsli  that  book — • 
you  do  not  call  f;ivinf»a  book  away  pnhhshin*^ 
n  book— publi-jnin^  is  scllin';  ?— Ycb ,  laou-h 
I  published  a  great  number  of  the  book*,  I 
dnfivft  ]'tiMt-h         hfi  ;<i]' r'  f  liitl  imt  sell  it. 

Did  vuu  pul>ii!»h  any  ol  winch  this  is  a  copy  ;* 
—I  did. 

Tknc  yoti  any  dotihl  that  you  yniMi^hcd 
Some  ot  which  thin  is  one  cop^*? — Not  at  all. 

Whom  did  you  pfnbRsh  them  for  ^— For 
Mr.  Paine. 

Had  you  eommrniications  with  Mr.  P.iine 
upon  the  subject  of  the  publication?— Very 
httie ;  I  had  Some  convcrs.ition  with  him. 

Was  theit"  any  profit  ' — Ve«j. 

Was  there  anv  account  lo  be  rendered  ? — 

Hud  you  anv  :  juiit,  iipni)  th<^  sut'ijfd  of 
tttot  pubikatioii,  wiiti  Mr,  Vaxnt.  ot  wUh  Air. 
lW»ke?— With  Mr.  f^ine. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Ilurne  Tooke  ? — Yes. 

Did  you  ever  srf  him  uptm  »hr  subject  of 
\hn  publicauon  ol  that  second  part  of  the 
Bagbtt  of  Man  f^l  do  not  recollect  upon  the 
serond  part 

Eudeiivour  to  recollect  j-ourself^— When 
lif^  Mtioifr  enHMBMcIng  a^aiMV  liie,  I 
veatio  Mr.Toolw. 


T  suppose  the  prosecution  you  mean?— - 
Yes;  for  publishing  the  secoml  part  of  the 
Rights  of  Man— I  went,  according  to  orders, 
to  Mr.  Tooke. 

Did  you  communicfitc  to  him  thnt  you 
came  in  consequence  of  orders  ? — Yes,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  letter  whieh  I  received  ilrom  Mr. 
Paine. 

Did  that  letter  direct  you  to  go  to  Mr. 
Tooke  ^—I  do  not  reeolleet  that  it  aid. 

You  told  me  you  went,  in  consequence  of 
an  order,  to  Mr.  Tooke?— In  consequence  of 
an  order  from  Mr.  Paine  I  went  to  Mr.  Tooke's, 
expecting  to  meet  Mr.  Paine  there. 

Did  you  meet  Mr.  Prtine  there* — I  did. 

Was  Mr.  Tooke  there  too  ?— He  was. 

Recollect  what  passed  when  Mr.  Paine  and  ^ 
Mr.  Tooke  were  jirc<ient  ? — I  cannot  s.iy;^ 
Mr.  Tooke  and  I  ha<d  a  little  dispute  about 
my  being  timid,  in  e on!M»|uence  of  the  action. 

Having  a  sort  of  dispute  enables  one  to 
recollect  the  conversation  more  than  when 
one  has  no  dl.^putc — Wluitwas  the  coover- 
sation  ? — Mr.  Tooke  seamed  angry  that  I  was 
timid  and  douhtful  of  leaving  the  actios  to 
the  care  of  Mr.  lionuoy. 

Had  it  been  before  that  settled  that  Mr. 
Bonney  should  defend  you  upon  that  prose- 
stcution  ? — I  saw  Mr.  Bonociy  at  thai  time  at 
Mr.  Tooke's. 

Who  else  was  present?— INIr.  King^that  is 
an  attorney  I  took  with  me ;  I  was  rather 
timid,  and  was  not  satis6ed  with  Mr.  Paine's 
proceedings  ;  I  was  rather  fearful ;  I  there- 
fore took  the  iieiwleman  rerommcndcd  tomr, 
Mr.  King,  au  attorney,  as  a  witness.  I  really 
cannot  recoHeet  what  pused. 

Was  any  body  else  there F-^Otily  Mir.lboke 
and  Mr.  Bonney. 

You  were  fearful,  you  say,  of  trusting  Mr. 
Bonney  with  your  wfesKef—l  was  rather 
fearful. 

Can  you  recollect  what  Mr.  Tooke  said  to 
vouupon  that  subject?— He  said  Mr.  Paine 
had  employed  Mr.  i^onnry  for  the  (icfence; 
I  might  so  home  about  my  business,  and 
rest  sattsned  that  Mr.  Bonney  would  take 
rare  of  the  hu'^inr'^^. 

Can  you  say  whether  iiiat  book  which  you 
now  hold  in  your  band  is  one  of  tlwt  edSnon. 
about  which  you  bad  this  conversation ?~i 
cannot  say  it  is. 

Perhaps  I  am  in  an  error  as  to  the  edition? 
—This  is  notthte  same  edition. 

Is  it  a  copy  of  tlir  «nmc  hook  ?— Yes. 

Mr.  Erskiite.^llow  do  yuu  know  that  this 
I  is  one  of  the  copies     Because  there  is  my 
own  handwriting;  on  this  book. 

Mr.  Erskine. — Is  it  prinied  by  youN—I  did 
not  print  it;  I  pablished  it. 

How  do  you  know  that  is  onef«^BMttllSe 
there  is  my  own  writing  upon  it. 

How  did  you  know  that  it  was  a  copy  when 
you  put  your  writing  on  it,  yoti  only  gMflM6-li 
then,  I  suppose,  as  ynn  do  now^ — Yes 

Mr.  Qurrim, — Was  this  one  of  the  copica 
of  -  that  work  which  you  had  for  publfeiMif 
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.^lio;  this  was  nevtr  m  my  houie,  I  belitvf^  | 
aU  I  bought  it. 
Xf >t        particular  bwk^^No;  not  IbfU 

pAiUt,ulj.r  buck 

Jarmiah  Smauel  Jordan  cross- exaniiaeU 
Bftr.  Ermine* 

YauvcBiaad  botigbt  that  book?— laent 
6rit. 

And  when  you  had  Imh^I  it  you  put  your 
mme  upon  it,'  as  a  proof  that  it  iras  tho  Dook 
fBO  bought  !*— Yes. 

IIow  do  you  koow  that  tlic  book  you 
bouehl  was  the  book  which  >  uu  yourself  hiid 
Bublisbedl— No;  I  cannot  Sc\y  that  —  this 
buuk  ncv«  r  w  in  my  hoim  till  I  bought  it 
—that  i      owear  to. 

%  Mr.  Garrom. —  Look  at  this  [rAowtnf  ike 

i'ttnr*i  ainAher  copxA  to  u«e  your  own  jkense 
of  the  word  publish,  oid  you  publish  that?— I 
caanot  say  to  this  very  bouk.  1  published  a 
aiHBber  of  a  book  like  this. 

Had  those  which  you  nnr!  Johnson  sold — 
fcuuiisUed  by  yuu — your  juuic  up<m  tltcm — 
Uad  the  work  tbo  gracral  ajppf  arance  wUcb 
Ibis  h;i*  { — Ves. 

Was  il  printed  in  that  uaiuier  i — Y«s« 

Ob  thttt  letlQr»  of  that  liae,  omI  that  wrt  of 
paper  ? — I  cannot  »uy  su  partkiilarJy»  bcotiim 
paper  is  rallier  loixed. 

Yoo  art  a  comdcrabk  bookseller,  I  sup- 
|Me? — sell  a  number  of  books. 

Do  you  know  of  any  otln  r  of  IMr.  Piiine's 
EUgbu»ul  Man,  tlie  Secuod  i^art,  tixatiiab  passed 
tbnai^  yowr  haada  «a  a  bootkaollcr,  of  that 
siae  and  ;i!'|>e3rtiiice,  except  tho^e  published 
hj  you  f — i  iiAve  s«eo  aaotiier  editioa. 

Tbocbnp  «ditkn?— No;  anolhar  octavo 
editioo'-^  nnmed  lor  D.  Joido*,  FioM- 
dilly/' 

iWa  you  seen  any  with  J.  Jordan,  of 
Aat  siie,  that  were  nut  piibii^»ed  by  you?-* 

Ho;  I  have  seen  a  <imall  edition. 

Mr.  Hiikiue. — You  know  ii«>  more  oi  that 
than  you  do  of  the  other  book  ? 

^Tr    Giirrow.  —  Wt  pCOfKMO  tO  Ntd  them 

u|iOii  tut«^  evidence. 
Mr.  AMAwe.^fl  is  aot  our  olgtct  at  all 

Id  arg;iie  it. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Byre. — U  was  readsub- 
HUUtiaUy  upon  the  same  evidence  befctfo. 

Mr.  Krtkint. — Ail  I  say  is,  I  do  not  think 
mvst^if  the  k  ast  intereaVMl  about  it;  1  submit 
tuat  it  to  iiol  evidence. 

I^Bod  Chief  Justice  Et/re^^-TiM  question  , 
was  mooted  before,  ;in<^i  t!i'^  ''ourt  was  of  opi- 
moa,  to  respect  ot'  a  book  published  through 
tha  town,  that  this  was  n  Kasonable  evidence 
tafotD  the  iury,lhtl  it  wm  the  aane  book. 

pefval  Extracts  from  the  Rights  of  Mao, 

Part  the  Second,  were  rcid.] 

(Tidt  Uardv's  Trial,  ante.  Vol.  2 J,  page  500.] 

Ml.  Tuokc. — I  bcheve  1  iiave  likewise  a 
ri^ht  to  desire  an  extract  to  bofead  out  of  tlwt 
book — It  will  he  a  little  prcpostermis,  but  not 
the  less  suable  to  this  sort  of  evidence— I 
bfg  that  the  preiace  pay  bo  read. 


[The  praaieo  HUd.} 
[FWe Hardy's  Trial,  ante,  Vol.  §4,  page  503.] 

[The  fblbwing  entries  wero  Kad  from  tho 
boolcs  of  the  Sofaoty  lipr  Conititiitiof»l 

Information :] 

"  At  a  Meetine  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor 
tavern,  Strand,  Friday,  a9th  of  June,  1792, 

Peesewt, 

"  Dr.  Kdwards  in  the  chair, 

"  Ix»rd  Sempill,  Mr.  J.  H.  Tooke,  Mr.  Frost, 
Mr.  Choppin,  Mr,  W.  Sharpc,  Mr.  i3onney, 
Mr.  Hull,  Mr.  Bpsb.  |dr.  Suirch,  Mr.  fiai- 
Ion,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Chatfield,  Rev.  Mr. 
Juyce,  Mr.  O.  WiUiaras,  Captain  T.  Uar- 
wood,  Mr.  ■8inc1air,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Mr*  A* 
Till  h,  Mr.  Balmauno,  Mr.  Watts^  Dt. 
Kentiih, 

"  Mr.  Sturch  np^fied  (torn  the  committee 
appointed  to  consider  of  the  best  means  of 
circulating  Mr.  Paine's  Letter  to  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Dundas,  tlial  they  were  of  opimon  tho 
letter  sliould  be  seat  as  follows: 
«*    «50  Rev.  Mr.  Morris,  Great  YannoulJi, 

100  Mr.  Notcutt,  Ipswich,  Suffolk. 
*    100  Kev.  Mr.  Kowe,  Shrewsbury, 

}M  Vbe,  fiampnon  ^ngsford,  Canteibury. 

Sent  to  Mr.  Joyeo. 

"  1200  Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  Manchester. 

*'  I'iOO  Mr.  Guff,  Norwich. 
"  I'iOQ  Mr.  Ashton,  Sheffield. 
«<    200  Mr.  Fox,  Derby. 
**   100  Mr.  Logsden,  (^heshunt,  Herts. 
*•   100  Editor  of  the  Leicester  Herald,  Lei- 
cester. 

"  150  Rev.  Mr.  Edvard9»  Birmingham. 

"  Sent  by  coac^, 

«   200  Exeter. 

**  100  Mr.  Hazlett,  Weymouth. 

*•  Seat  to  Mr.  Filer's,  UatbeF-seUer, 
leog-Aere. 

"  400  Mr.  Audley,  Cambridge. 
**   800  Mr.Nash,  Koyston. 

Sent  by  Ms.  Butt>  ThanoiHrtKit 

400  Loadw  C^orfeKpoodlng  Soeiely;  sent 

to  Mr.  llawes. 
"     50  Aldgate  Society ;  sent  to  the  Mitre. 
*'     60  L'oniititulional  Whigs ;  sent  to  Me 

Conner. 

"       6  Mr.  Luinblun  ;  sent  to  him. 

**      6  Mr.  Whjthread  ;  sent  to  him. 

^  too  Friends  of  the  Beople,  'BofOHgh ;  aent 

to  Mr  Favfll. 
«   100  Mr.  Bush  i  »ent  to  him. 
'<  300  Mr.  Pearson,  and  Mr.  BeUnvin^ 

«ent  to  them. 
"    400  Lord  Sempill,  Gla.sgow. 

«    100  Mr.  ihomaii  rranciSfBirBiiaghani. 
100  Rev.  Mr.  Al<irtio. 
too  Kev.  Mr.  Joyce ;  lord  Stanhope^a. 

'*    100  Mr.  Frost,  Spring  Garrlfn". 
too  Kev.  Mr.  Potticary,  Uie  oi  Wight. 
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100  Rev.  Mr.  Tmilmin,  Ti 
100  Rev.  Mr.  Corric,  Broomsgrove, 
lOU  Kev.  Mr.  Wyche,  Maid&tone. 
SOO  Mr.  Rutl,Thame»-ittreet. 
200  Hev.  Mr.  Llt»v(!,  S>i-^<<rx. 
100  Rev.  AJr.  Miiis,  Forlsmoulh. 

**  Sent  to  Mr  Sturcb,  and  by  biin  fcnt 
to  the  different  persons. 

700  Mr.  Johnson,  St.  Paul's  Church-yard, 
for  differeni  parts  of  the  country. 


u  8969 

•'Ordered,  That  the  letter  he  ciiculaied 
ngnetble  to  the  report  of  the  committee." 

"  At  a  Meeting  of  ihc  J^ocicly  held  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  Slrand,  Friday, 
6lh  July,  1792, 

"  Pr.rsrNT, 
**  Mr.  Sturch  in  the  chair, 


titakd  RIGHTS  OF  MAN,  ItUak  it  unne- 
ceoaiy  to  offer  any  other  leasoB  for  ad- 
dressing this  kuer  to  you. 
"  1  bezin,  then,  at  once,  by  declaring,  that 

I  f!o  not  ncheve  there  ^rr  to  l>c  found  in  the 
writings  of  any  author,  ancient  or  mofiern,  on 
the  subject  of  government,  a  spirit  of  greater 
benignity,  and  a  strunger  inculcation  ol  nioral 

firmciples  than  in  those  which  I  have  pub- 
ished.  Tliey  come,  sir,  from  a  man  who, 
by  having  lived  in  different  countries,  and 
under  (Uftcrcnt  systems  of  government,  and 
who,  being  intimate  in  the  cooslructiou  ut 
them,  is  a  better  judge  of  the  subject  than  it 
is  possihlr  tliat  vun,  from  Ihr  unnt  of  those 
opportunities,  can  be; — and  be&ules  this, they 
come  from  a  heart  that  knows  not  how  to 
bciiuile. 

1  will  farther  say,  that  when  that  mo- 
ment arrives  in  which  the  best  consolation 
that  shall  be  left  will  be  that  of  looking  back 

on  <soiMc  pa<-t  actions,  more  virtuotis,  mora 
tueritoriou8  than  the  rest,  I  shall  then  with 


*'  Mr.  ChatfieUL  Mr.  J.  Martin,  lord  Scmpili, 

Mr.  Frost,  Mr.  8immonds,  Hev.  Mr.  Joyce,  I  happiness  remember  among  other  things,  I 


Mr. 


have  written  the  RlCfl  is  OF  MAN.— A«5  fo 
wliat  proclamations,  or  prosecutions,  or  place- 
men, or  place  expectants^bose  who  possess, 

Mr.  Hull,  Mr.  J.  II.  Touke,' Captain  Toolcc  '  or  those  wjio  arc  griping  for  office,  may  sav  of 


Bonney,    Mr.   Broukhank,    (  olunc 
Keating,  Mr.  M.  Pearson,  Mr.  W.  Sharpe,  j 
Mr.  Bush,  Mr.  Balmanno,  Mr.  Jennings,  I 


llar^vood,  Mr.  Ikikt  wcU,  Mr.  Hhid,  Mr. 
C.  William-,  Mi.  Lockhart,  Mr.  J.  Wil- 
liams, Mr.  Sutton,  Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Walsh, 
Mr.  r:>mphcll,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr,  Barlow, 
Dr.  Ktnlisli, 

**  iiead  a  letter  from  the  Lofidon  Corrcs-  i 
ponding  Society,  returning  thanks  for  the 

communication  of  this  Society,  and  forward- 
ing the  following  names  as  proper  persons  to 
be  elected  associated  memhers  of  this  so- 
ciety :  Mr.  Hardy,  Mr.  Margurot,  Mr.  Kichter, 
Mr.  Littlf John,  Mr.  Grant,  and  Mr.  Gow." 

Mr.  Maclean.— I  found  this  letter  among 
LIr.  Adams's  papers. 

[A  Letter  signed  Thomas  Hardy,  secretary, 
addressed  to  Mr.  D.  Adams^  dated  July  6, 
1799,  read.] 

[VUc  Htrdy'a  Trial,  mUi,  Vol.  S4,  page  489.] 

Mr.  7.«wjttn.— This  is  one  of  the  books  I 
found  at  Mr.  ll.inly's  house. 

Mr.  Law. — it  is  one  of  the  300  which  were 
iranbmitted  by  the  Constitutioiial  Society  to 
lianiy, 

[It  was  read.] 
"  Jdr.  iVune'a  Letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas. 

LoiuJon,  June  6,  J7Q?. 
'*  Sir; — As  you  opened  llie  debate  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  May  86tb,*  on  the  pro- 
clamation for  suppressing  publkatioos,  which 
that  prnclainalion  (without  namin:;  atiy)  calh 
wicked  atnl  •teditious,  and  a«»  you  applied 
those  opprobrious  epithets  to  tns  worica  in< 

*  Sec  tUta  Debate  lu  the  Mew  I'arl.  Uist. 
Vol  it9f  p.  147tf. 


them,  it  will  not  alter  their  character,  either 
with  the  world  or  with  me. 

Having,  sir,  made  this  declaration,  I  shall 

proceed  to  rt  in  '.rk.  not  particularly  upon  your 
own  speech  on  liiat  occasion,  but  uuany  other 
!jpeecb  to  which  your  motion  on  that  day  gav9 
rise ;  and  I  shall  begin  with  thai  of  Mr. 
Adam. 

TItis  Gentleman  accuses  me  of  not  having 

done  the  very  thing  that  /  A«<r  (/(me,  ana 
which  (be  says)  if  X  Itnd  done,  he  should  not 
haveaceused  me. 

*  Mr.  Adam  in  his  speech  ("see  the  Momine 
Chronicle  of  May  06)  says,  *  'I  hat  lit-  had  wr-U 

*  considered  Uie  subject  ot  i  onstitulional  l^ub- 
'  Ileal mus,  and  was  by  no  means  ready  to  say 

*  (hut  till-  contnrv;  th^t  hooks  of  science  Upon 

*  government,  though recommendiogadoctrine 

*  or  system  different  from  the  form  ofourcoo- 

*  stitution  (meaning  that  of  England)  were  fit 
'  objects  of  prosecution ;  that  if  he  did,  he 

<  must  condemn  (which  he  meant  not  Co  do) 

*  Harringion  for  hisOceana,sirTHOMAsMoRS 

*  for  his  F.iitopia,  and  lit- mi  for  his  Idea  of  a 

*  Perfect  Cuniiiiuu  wealth.  But  (continued  Mr, 

*  Adam)  the  publication  of  Mr.  PaiMBwaa  very 

*  different,  for  it  reviled  «  hat  was  most  marred 

*  in  the  constitution,  destroyed  every  principle 

<  of  suboidinatbn,  and  ataUuked  nothing  m 

*  their  roinn'* 

"  I  readily  perceive  that  Mr.  Adam  had  not 
read  the  SecMd  Part  of  Rights  of  Matty  and  I 
am  put  under  the  necessity,  cither  of  submit- 
ting to  an  erroneous  charge,  or  of  justifying 
niy!>cit  against  It ;  aud  I  nhail  certainly  prefer 
the  latter.^If  then  I  shall  prove  to  Mr.  Adasc 

that,  in  my  rrn^nnint^  upon  syj^tems  of  go- 

•l!lewPirl.iitft.VdL«l^|wUir»  * 
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Temmeot  io  the  second  pan  of  Righitof  Man^ 
I  ham  AtmOj  as  clearly,  I  think,  as  irords 

can  convey  ideas,  a  certain  sy'^trm  of  pLMm- 
roent ;  and  that  not  existing  ia  theory  only, 
but  already  in  full  and  established  practice, 
and  systematically  and  practically  free  froin 
all  the  vices  and  defects  of  the  English  go- 
vernment, and  capable  of  producing  more 
liappines!>  to  the  {»eople,  and  that  also  with 
an  eightieth  part  of  the  taxes,  which  the  pre- 
teot  &y»tein  at  £nglish  government  con- 
snmes ;  I  hope  be  wiU  do  me  the  justiee  when 
he  next  i:uc>  to  the  House  to  get  up  and  con- 
jjess,  be  had  been  mistaken  in  sayino;,  that  I 
badetiaUkked  mdhin^,andthat  I  had  destroyed 
twery  prineipU  d/*  tubordination.  Having  thus 
Mkened  the  ca^e,  I  now  come  to  the  point. 

**  In  the  Second  Fartof  HIOHTS  OF  MAN, 
I  fasve  distioguished  go^tecnmeiit  into  two 
classes  or  systems ;  the  one  the  hereditary 
sjfsiemi  the  oUicr  the  representative  systero. 

"  In  the  First  Part  of  Rights  of  Man,  I 
hd\e  endeavoured  to  show,  and  1  challenge 
any  mao  to  retute  it,  that  there  does  not  exist 
ari^t  to  establish  hereditary  government; 
or,  ID  other  words,  hereditary  governors ;  be- 
cause hf^reditarv  government  always  means  a 
^overiimcnl  yet  to  come,  and  the  case  always 
Ml  that  Uie  people  who  are  to  live  afterwards, 
have  always  the  same  right  to  choose  a  go- 
veraroeot  for  themselves,  as  the  people  a»d 
who  lived  hefiire  Ibem. 

**  In  the  Second  Part  of  Rights  of  Man, 
I  have  not  rer>eated  those  arguments,  because 
Ihey  are  irrefutable ;  but  have  confined  my- 
selt  toshow  the  defects  of  what  is  called  he- 
red  r^'v  covernment,  orhercditiry  <i\ircpssion ; 
Uiiit  u  muifl,  Irom  the  nature  o1  u,  tiirow  go- 
iMemmeDt  into  the  hands  uf  men  totally  un- 
worthy of  it  t'roTii  rvant  uf  [  rinf  iple,  or  unfit- 
ted for  it  from  want  ot  capacity! — James  the 
second  is  recorded  as  an  instanoe  of  the  first 
of  th<?«ic  ca^-en ;  and  inislances  are  to  hp  f jnn  ! 
almost  ail  over  £urope  to  prove  Uie  truth  uf 
tbelatier. 

"  To  show  the  absurdity  of  the  hereditary 
system  still  more  strongly,  I  will  now  put  the 
fellowmg  cai«e ;  take  an^  hfty  men  promiscu- 
ously, am  it  will  be  very  extraordinary,  if  out 
ol  that  ntimhrr,  onf  man  should  be  found, 
whose  princi|>les  and  talents  taken  together, 
{br  some  might  have  principles,  and  others 
hive  talent^)  wftnld  reudcr  him  aper^son  truly 
fitted  to  fiii  any  very  cxlraordioary  office  of 
aatiooal  trust.  If  then  stich  a  fitness  of  cha^ 
racter  could  not  be  expected  to  he  found  in 
more  than  one  person  out  of  fifty,  it  would 
happen  but  once  in  a  thou'^and  years  to  the 
^eloest  SOD  of  any  one  family,  admitting  each 
on  an  averr^^r,  tr-  !io!d  tho  otVire  twenty  years. 
Mr.  Adam  talks  of  something  m  the  constitu- 
tion which  he  calls  mmt  tacred :  but  I  hope  he 
does  not  mean  licrcdiiary  '^ucre^^ion,  a  thing 
vrtiich  appears  to  mc  a  violation  ot  every  or- 
dor  of  nature  and  of  common  sense. 

"  When  I  look  into  history  and  sec  the 
■luititMdn  of  men,  otherwise  virtuous,  who 


A.  D.  17d4.  [i;0 

have  died  and  their  families  b^n  ruined,  ia 
defence  of  knaves  and  fools,  and  which  f^et 

would  not  have  done  had  they  reasoned  at  all 
upon  the  system  ;  I  do  not  know  a  greater 
good  that  an  mdividual  can  render  to  mankind 
than  to  endeavour  to  break  the  chains  of  po* 
litical  super«itition.  Those  thnins  are  now 
dissolving  iaai,  and  proclanialions  and  prose- 
cutions will  serve  bat  to  hasten  that  disso- 
lution. 

"  Having  thus  spoken  of  the  hereditary 
system  as  a  bad  system,  and  subject  to  every 
possible  flrfrrt,  T  now  come  to  the  represen- 
tative system ;  and  this  Mr.  Adau  will  find 
stated  in  the  Second  Part  of  Rights  of  Man, 
not  only  as  the  best,  but  as  the  only  Theory  of 
government  under  which  the  liberties  of  a 
people  can  be  permanently  secure. 

**  fiut  it  is  needless  now  to  talk  of  mere 
theory,  since  there  is  already  a  c^ovprnnient  in 
full  practice ;  established  upon  that  theory^  or 
in  otner  words,  upon  the  Rights  of  Man,  and 
has  been  so  for  almost  twenty  years.  Mr. 
Pitt,  in  a  speech  of  his  some  short  time  since, 
said,  'That there  never  did.  and  never  could 

*  exist,  a  government  established  upon  those 
'rights,  and  that  if  it  began  at  noon,  it  would 

*  end  at  night.'  Mr.  Pitt  is  not  yet  arrived  at 
the  degree  of  a  school  boy  in  this  Species  of 
knowledge.  His  practice  has  been  confined 
to  the  means  of  extorting  retenwt^  and  his 
boast  Hto  been— ^  macftt  Whertess  the 
boast  of  the  system  of  government  that  I  am 
speaking  of,  is  not  how  much,  but  huw  little. 

**  The  system  of  government  purely  repre- 
sentative, unmixed  with  any  thing  of  here- 
ditary nonsenvc,  bes^n  in  America.  I  will 
now  compare  iliC  effects  of  that  sysieui  uf  go- 
vernment with  the  system  of  government  in 
England,  both  during,  aod  since  the  close  of 
the  war. 

*'  So  powerfiil  is  the  representative  system; 

fir'^t,  by  combining  and  consolidating  all  the 
parts  ot  a  country  together,  however  great  the 
estent;  and  secondly,  hv  admitting  of  none 
but  men  properly  quulined  into  the  govern- 
ment, or  dismis^ins:  thetij  if  they  prove  to  be 
otherwise,  that  America  was  enabled  thereby 
totally  to  defeat  and  overthrow  all  the  schemes 
and  projects  of  the  hereditary  g(tvtrnnicnt  of 
England  a^iii<«t  her  As  the  estahli-^hment 
of  the  revolution  and  independence  of  America 
is  a  proof  of  this  fitct,  it  is  needless  to  enlarge 
upon  it. 

"  I  now  come  to  the  comnarative  effect  of 
the  two  systems  since  the  close  oF  the  war, 
and  I  reqtiest  Mr.  Adam  to  attend  to  it 

"  America  had  internally  su>taiiieci  the  rav- 
a:^r  <>t  upwards  of  seven  vears  of  war,  which 
rii^laud  liad  not.  England  sustained  only 
ttic  expense  of  the  war,  whereas  America  stiv 
tained  not  only  the  expense  but  the  destructiott 
of"  prr  pcrty  rnmmitted  by  both  armies.  Not  a 
house  was  built  during  that  period,  ami  many 
thousands  were  destroyed.  The  faf;r<s  and 
plantations  along  the  coast  of  the  country,  for 
more  thaaa  thouaand  miie^  were  Jaid  waste. 
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Her  commerce  was  annihilated,  ller  ships 
were  either  taken  or  had  rotted  within  her  own 
liarboun.  The  crMfitofherftmds  bid  fallen 
Upwards  of  ninety  percent,  that  it,  an  original 
hundred  pounds  would  not  sell  for  ten  pounds. 
In  fine,  sue  was  apparently  put  back  an  hun- 
dred vears  when  the  war  closed;  which  was 
not  the  case  with  England. 

"  But  such  was  the  event,  that  the  same 
repfesentative  system  of  government,  though 
since  better  organized,  whirh  enabled  her  to 
conquer,  enabled  her  also  to  recover  ;  and  she 
now  presents  a  more  flouiistun^  conditiun, 
and  a  more  happy  and  harmonized  society 
under  that  system  of  government,  tlian  any 
country  in  the  world  can  buabt  under  any 
Other.  Her  towns  are  rebuilt,  much  better 
than  before  ;  her  commerce  ij  spread  over  the 
world,  and  her  fuudb  have  n^en  from  less 
than  ten  pounds  the  hundred  to  upwards  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty.  Mr.  Pitt  and  his 
colleagues,  talk  of  the  thiols  that  have  hap- 
penedtn  his  boyish  administration  without 
Knowing  what  giiatcr  things  have  happened 
dsewhrrc,  and  und^r  other  ^atams  of  |^ 
vernmcni. 

I  next  come  to  state  the  expense  of  the 
two  system'-,  as  tlicy  now  s.tand  in  each  of 
the  couutries ;  but  il  may  hrst  be  proper  to 
observe,  that  government  in  America  is  what 
it  ought  to  be.  a  mnUer  of  honour  and  trust, 
and  not  made  a  trade  of  for  ti^  purpose  ol 
lucre. 

**  The  whole  amount  of  the  nett  taxes  in 
England  (exclusive  of  the  expense  of  collec- 
tion, of  drawbacks,  of  seizures  and  condem- 
nations, of  fines  and  penalties,  of  fees  of  office, 
of  litigations  and  intorii>crs,  which  arc  some 
of  tile  blessed  n%eans  of  cnforcmg  thcni)  iS, 
seventeen  millions.  Of  tliis  sum,  about  nine 
millions  go  for  the  payment  of  ihc  interest  of 
the  national  deb^  and  the  remainder,  beine 
about  eight  millions,  ie  for  the  current  anauw 
expenses.  Thus  much  for  one  ude  of  tbe 
case.    I  now  come  to  the  other. 

**  The  expense  of  all  the  several  depart* 
nents  of  the  general  representative  goven^ 
n\ent  of  the  L  nited  States  of  America,  ex- 
tending over  a  space  of  country  nearly  tea 
times  larger  than  England,  is  two  himdred 
and  ninety-four  thousand,  five  hundred  and 
fUty*eight  dollars,  which,  at  is.  Od.  per  dol- 
lar, is  66,275/.  1  ts.  sterling,  aud  is  liius  ap- 
portioned: 

^  Egpeim  if  the  Eneidhe  Department, 

**  The  office  of  the  presidenqTf  at 

which  the     Nidciit  receives  no-  S- 

thing  for  bimseif  .....  5,626  0 

•*  Vice-i)resident  •••..•1,1S50 

"  Chie<-iu>,lice     ------  900  0 

Five  associated  justices  -   -  .  SfiSJ  10 

"  Nineteen  judges  of  districts  and 

atton^y-genml  .....  6^73  tS 

«  LigieUtive  Dipartmtia, 

^  UMBben  of  Co9|rq»  at  lis  dol- 
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]ars(l/.  75.)  per  day,  their  secre- 
taries, clerks,  chaplains,  messen- 
gers, door-keepers,  &c.  -  -  •  S5y515 

**  TVeemry  Department. 

"  Secretary,  assistant,  comptroller, 
auditor,  treasurer,  register,  and 
loan  office  keeper,  in  each  state, 
together  witli  all  necessary  clerks, 
omeo'keepersy&c-  -  .  -  «  iMjB$&  0 

WtreignAfiin, 

*<Seaotaiy,cIerie^&c.  &c.  -  -  1,406  & 

*  DepmimHl  Wat, 

**  Secretary,  clerks,  paymasla^ 
coounissioner^  &c.  .  «  .  .  1,4118  10 

*  Cemmitsionen  for  teUting 

Old  Accounts. 

«*  The  whole  board,  clerks,  &c.    •    8,608  15 

Imddeniul  and  Contingeni 
Eepemes, 

Ibr  firewood,  staUenary,  print- 
ing, &c.  ........  4fi06  16 


Total   -   66,275  11 


On  account  of  the  incursions  of  the  In- 
dians on  the  back  seiilemeuts,  Congress  is  at 
tliis  time  obliged  to  keep  six  thousand  militia 
In  pay,  in  addition  to  a  regiment  of  foot,  aii4 
a  battalion  of  artillery,  which  it  always  keeps; 
and  this  increases  the  expense  ot  the  war  de- 
partment to  390,000 dollars,  which  is87,79&/. 
sterling,  hut  when  peace  shall  be  concluded 
with  the  Indians,  the  grealebt  part  of  the  coir* 
paose  will  cease^  and  the  total  amount  of  tho 
expense  of  government,  including  tiiat  uf  the 
armv,  will  not  amount  to  one  hundred  thuu> 
sand  pounds  sterling,  which,  as  hae  been  a^ 
feaciy  Mated,  is  hut  an  cightielb  part  of  tlw 
expenses  of  the  Kusili^h  ;;ovcrnment. 

**  I  request  Mr.  Adam  and  Mr.  Dundas, 
and  all  those  who  are  talking  of  constitutioBi^ 
and  blessings,  and  kings,  and  lords,  and  the 
Lord  know4  what,  to  look  at  this  statemeni. 
Here  is  a  form  and  system  of  goveramcniw 
that  is  l  etter  organized  and  better  admi- 
nistered than  any  government  in  the  world, 
and  that  for  less  tluin  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds  per  aannniy  and  yet  every  member  of 
("oni^rcss  receives,  as  a  corapcnsation  for  hia 
time  aud  attendance  on  public  business,  ona 
pound  seven  shillings  per  day,  which  nat  tha 
rate  of  nearly  five  hundred  pounds  a  year. 

**  Tliis  is  a  government  that  has  nothing 
to  fear.  It  ne«ds  no  proclaniation  to  deter 
people  froni  writing  and  reading.  It  needs 
no  pohtical  Miperstition  to  support  it.  It  was 
by  encouraging  discussion,  and  rendering  the 
press  free  upon  all  subjects  of  government 
that  the  principles  ufgovcrnment  became  un- 
derstood in  America,  aud  tiie  people  are  now 
fi^oyii^  Ihe  pratfitt  hknuyfatfc  tm 
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liear  of  no  riots,  tumults,  and  disorders  in  that 
«Mntry;  betaus«  there  exists  no  cause  to 

produce-  il)cni.  Those  things  arc  never  the 
eiect  of  trcedum,  but  ot  restraint,  oppre»sion» 
■nd  eitce^^  taxation. 

"I  '  niericii  there  is  not  that  class  of  poor 
and  wrctchctl  people  that  arc  so  numerously 
dtsper^  all  over  England,  and  who  are  to 
be  IftM  by  a  proclamation,  that  they  are 
liappy ;  and  Uli^  is  in  a  great  rTit  :i».!3rf'  to  be 
accounted  tur,  not  bv  the  ditferencc  ut  procla^ 
nations,  btitby  the  diflfereneeof  governments, 
and  tf  e  rtifference  of  taxes  between  that  coun- 
try and  thb.  What  the  labouring  people  of 
ink  country  earn  they  apply  to  their  own 
aae,  and  tu  the  education  of  their  children, 
and  do  not  pay  it  away  in  lanes  as  fast  as 
Ihcv  eain  ii,  to  buppott  tour  I- extravagance, 
and  a  kmg  enormous  list  of  placemen  and 
j*^n^toTirr« ;  and  besides  this,  they  have  learn- 
ed the  muniy  doctrine  of  reverencing  ihem- 
slve§,  and  coniequently  of  respecting  each 
other;  and  they  laugh  at  those  iinai:ui  iry 
beiofs  called  kings  and  lords,  and  all  Uie 
fiwaolent  trumpery  of  courts* 

*  When  placemen  and  pensioners,  or  those 
who  expert  to  be  such,  are  lavish  in  praise  of 
a  goverunieut,  it  \s  not  a  sign  of  its  being  a 
good  one.  The  peniion^list  alone,  in  Ung- 
nnd  ('vce  sir  Jon»  StNCL  <  n:'s  History  of  the 
Revenue,  page  (j,  of  tlte  Appendix)  is  one 
huudred  andT  seven  thonwnd  four  hundred 
aii'l  fi.ur  pound'-,  u  liich  i%  mure  than  the  ex- 
ftmu  the  whole  governmcHt  of  America 
mmmai  fa.  And  T  am  now  mure  convinced 
than  beture,  that  the  offer  that  was  made  to 
me  of  a  tuoiis.ind  piiund'?,  for  thr  copy-right 
of  the  Second  Farlul  Kifhts  oj'  Mun,  together 
with  the  renuiining  copy  right  of  the  First 
Part,  WHS  to  have  cfi'ccUd,  f>y  a  quick  sup- 
pression, what  IS  now  uttenipled  to  be  dune 
by  a  prosecution.  The  eonnesion  which  the 
perwn  who  made  that  offer  has  with  the 
nnc^s  printmi^-oflice,  may  furnish  part  of  the 
■eaoa  of  inquiring  into  this  aflair,  when  the 
mhii>jtry  shall  plaise  to  bring  their  prosc- 
cniion  to  issue.  But  \o  iriuru  t«.  my  bubjccl — 

•*  I  have  said  in  the  htcoud  P<irl  of  Uig/Ut 
^Mmm,  and  1  repeat  it  here,  that  the  service 
of  any  man,  w  hellu-i  <allcd  kinc,  president, 
seaaiur,  legikiutur,  or  any  tbin^  else,  cannot 
be  vorth  more  to  any  couutry,  m  the  r^iilar 
•ouUoe  of  of!icc,  Ilun  ten  thousand  pounds 
fet  auDum.  We  have  a  better  man  in  Atnc- 
liei,  an<l  more  of  a  gentleman  than  any  king 
I  ever  knew  of,  who  docs  not  occasion  even 
hair  that  expense;  Ut  though  li»e  salary  is 
ijicJ  at  5,0  '.itJ.  iie  doc3  uul  accept  it,  and  it  is 
only  ihc  itfcideotai  expenses  that  are  paid  out 
of  it.  The  ii.tme  by  \shicti  a  man  is  callt  d  is, 
01  lUelt,  but  an  enif  ty  ttuug.  it  is  worth  and 
diMcter  alone  whicti  can  render  him  valu- 
able, for  wtihdut  iiici^c,  kings,  and  lords,  and 
Insideots,  arc  hut  juigling  names. 

*  But  without  troubling  myself  about  con- 
Hilutions  of  i^overjunejii,  I  have  shown  in 

~  Fut  of  JcUghU  ^  Uw^  thai  aa 


alliance  may  foe  formed  between  England, 
Ftanee,  and  America,  and  that  the  ezpenaei 
of  government  in  England  may  he  put  back 
to  one  million  and  an  half,  vuu 
**  Civil  expense  of  govermnent  •  500,000 

«  Army    ........  500,000 

«  Navy  500,000 


1.500/K)0 


And  even  Uiis  sum  is  fifteen  limes  ^neater 
than  the  expenses  of  government  are  in 

America  ;  and  it  is  also  ^rn  iter  than  the 
whole  peace  establishment  of  England 
amountM  to  about  an  hundred  years  ago.  So 
much  has  the  weight  and  oppression  01  taxes 
increased  since  the  KevolutlOll,and  especially 
since  the  year  171 1. 

*'  To  shew  that  the  sum  of  500,0001,  is 
suflkient  to  rirfray  all  the  civil  expenses  of 
government,  I  have,  m  that  work,  annexed 
the  following  estimate  for  any  couiitry  of  the 
same  extent  as  Kngland. 

"  In  the  tirst  place,  tiirec  hundred  re  pre* 
sentativcs,  fairly  elected,  are  sufficient  for  all 
the  purjposes  to  which  legislatMNi  can  Apply, 
and  preferable  to  n  !  irger  number. 

If  tlien  an  ahowance,  at  the  rate  of  five 
hundred  pounds  per  ann.  be  made  to  every 
representative,  deducting  for  non-attendance, 
the  expense,  if  the  whole  number  attended  six 
months  each  year,  would  be  -  -  75|0OO 
*'  The  oflicial  deparlnicnts  could 

not  possibly  exceed  the  following 

number  wiUi  the  salaries  annexcc^ 

viz. 

"  3  offices,  at  10,000/.  er>eh,  -  30,000 
"  10  ditto,  at  0,000/.  each,  -  50,000 
fiO  ditto,  at  9,000/.  each,  -  40,000 
"  40  ditto,  at  1,000/.  each,  -  lo,o<X) 
"  200  ditto,  at  500/.  each,  -  luu,uoo 
**  300  ditto,  at  9001.  each,  -  60,000 
"  500  ditto,  at  100/,  each,  -  /)0,000 
700  ditto,  at       75/.  each,  •  5%500 

"  If  a  nation  chose,  it  might  deduct  four 
per  cent,  from  all  the  offices,  and  make  one  of 

twenty  thousand  prmnds  prr  annum,  and  style 
the  person  who  siiould  hU  it,  king,  or  ma- 
jesty, or  madjesty,  or  give  him  any  other  tStia, 

"  Taking,  however,  this  sum  of  one  million 
and  ari  hall,  as  an  abundant  «upply  for  all  the 
expenses  of  government  under  any  form  what- 
ever, there  will  remain  a  surplus  of  nearly  six 
millions  and  a  half  out  of  the  present  taxes, 
after  paying  the  interest  ot  ihc  naliooal  debt; 
and  I  have  slu>wn  ui  the  Second  Part  of  Righii 
of  Man,  what  appears  to  me,  the  best  motle  of 
applying  the  .surplus  money ;  for  I  am  now 
speaking  of  expenses  and  savings,  and  not  of 
systems  of  government. 

*'  I  have,  in  tlie  first  place,  estimated  the 
pour  raten  at  two  millions  annually,  and  shown 
that  the  first  ^ectual  step  would  be  to  abolish 
the  poor-rates  eniiiely  (which  would  be  » 
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Hmsg  of  two  imlKoBS  to  the  house-keepers), 
4Dd  to  remit  funr  millions  out  of  the  surplus 
tlxes  to  the  pour,  to  I  t  j  uid  to  them  in  money 
in  prvportbn  lo  the  number  of  children  in 
each  tknuly,  and  llie  number  of  aged  persons. 

I  have  eblimaied  the  number  of  persons 
of  both  »eies  in  Enghind  of  fifty  years  of  age 
and  upwards  at  470,  )Oo,  and  li  ive  l.ikcn  one 
tltlrd  of  this  number,  viz.  140,000,  to  he  poor 
people. 

"  To  save  long  calcidfttjons,  I  have  taken 

70,000  of  them  to  be  upwards  of  fifty  years  of 
age  and  under  sixty,  and  the  other  to  be  sixty 
yean  and  upwarc's  ;  and  to  allow  six  pounds 
per  anil,  to  the  funntr  class,  and  ten  pounds 
per  annum  to  the  latter.  -  The  expense  of 
which  will  be: 

**  Seventy  tbouMttd  fiersom  aid/. 

per  anu.  430,000 

**  Seventy  thousand  persons  at,  10/. 

perann.       -    -    -    -    •  700,000 


£.  1,120,000 


"  There  will  then  remain  of  ihc  fuur  miHions 
SfB&OfiOOl.  I  have  stated  two  ditlerent  mc- 
iDods  of  appropriating  this  money.  The  one 
is  to  pay  it  in  proportion  to  the  niinibtT  of 
children  in  each  family  at  the  rate  of  three  or 
four  pounds  per  ann.  for  each  child ;  the 
other  IS,  to  apportion  it  aeeonUng^  to  tlx  '  x- 
pense  of  living  in  different  counties  ;  but  in 
either  of  these  cases  it  would,  together  wait  ihn 
allowanee  made  to  the  aged,  completely  take 
off  taxes  frum  onc-lhird  uf  all  the  f.iinilit  >  in 
England,  besides  relieving  all  the  oilier 
fanuUet  nom  the  burthen  ofiMor- rates. 
"  The  ubolc  number  of  fainilii  s  in  En;;- 
.  land,  alloltine  five  souls  to  each  laroily,  is  one 
million  (bur  nundred  thousand,  of  which  I 
take  one-third,  vix.  466,666,  to  be  poor 
families  who  now  pay  four  million  of  tf\xe^, 
and  that  the  poorest  pays  at  least  luur  i;uiuuis 
a  year :  and  that  the  other  thirteen  millions 
arc  paid  by  the  ulher  two-thir(l>.  "l  he  ]>l m, 
thcretore.  a-;  stated  in  the  work  is,  i»f!,i,  to 
remit,  or  r(  p:\y,  as  18  already  stated,  this  sum 

of  four  millions  f<»  the  pour,  b<  taii^e  it  is  im- 
possible to  sepuralc  them  trom  the  oU»ers  in 
the  prcM.nt  mode  of  collecting  taxes  on  arti- 
cles of  coneumption ;  and  secondly,  to  abolish 
the  poor  rates,  the  house  and  window  light 
tax,  and  to  change  the  commulat  kju  ia\  into  a 
proo^ssive  lax  on  large  r>tat(  >,  tlu  pariicidart 
of  :UI  which  arc  set  forth  in  the  work,  and  to 
which  I  desire  Mr.  Adam  to  refer  for  parti- 
culars. I  shall  here  content  myself  with  say- 
ing, that  to  a  town  ofttir  jiopnlation  of  Mm- 
Chester,  it  will  make  a  diticrcncc  in  its  favour, 
compared  with  tlie  present  state  of  thincrs, 
ofupwaida  of  fifty  tbou>«and  pounds  aunuany, 
and  so  in  nroport-  m  \<)  all  other  places 
throughout  the  nation  I  his  certainly  is  of 
more  consequence,  than  that  the  same  sums 
should  be  collet tfd  t.>  b<  aficru  irds  ."pcnl 
bv  riotous  and  piotligale  courtias,  and  in 
Biehtly  revels  «t  the  $«r  and  0«rtcr  Vvrnn, 
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"  I  will  conclude  this  part  of  my  letter  with 
an  extract  from  the  Second  Part  of  Jlif^hts  of 
Man,  which  Mr  Dundas  (a  man  rolling  in 
luxury  at  the  expense  of  the  nation)  has 
branded  with  the  epithet  of  wicked  ' 

**  By  the  operation  of  this  plan,  the  poor 
laws,  those  instrmnents  of  civil  torture,  will 
be  siiperseded,  and  the  wasteful  expense  of* 
litigation  prevented.  Ihe  hearts  of  Uic  hu- 
mane will  not  be  shocked  by  ragged  and  huH' 
gry  childmo,  and  persons  of  seventy  and 
eighty  years  of  ai:e  oepging  for  bread.  The 
dvmg  poor  will  not  be  dragged  from  place  to 
place,  to  breathe  their  la^t,  as  a  reprisal  of 
parish  upon  parish.  Widows  will  have  a 
maintenance  for  their  children,  and  not  be 
carted  away,  on  the  death  of  their  husbands, 
like  culprits  and  criminals,  and  children  will 
no  longer  be  considered  as  increasing  the 
distresses  of  their  parents.  The  liauols  of 
the  wretched  will  he  known,  because  it  will 
be  to  their  advanli^e,  and  the  number  of 
petty  crimes,  the  oilbpring  of  poverty  and 
distress,  will  be  lessened.  The  poor,  as  well 
as  the  rich,  will  liien  be  interested  in  the  sup- 

Eort  of  government,  and  the  cause  and  i4>pre- 
ension  of  rtots  and  tumults  will  cease.--*  Y« 
'  \s  ho  sit  in  case,  and  solace  yourselves  in 

*  plenty,  and  such  there  are  in  Turkey  and 
'  Russia  as  well  as  in  England,  and  who  say 
'  to  yourselves,  an-  ue  not  veil  off  have  ye 
'thought  of  these  thin^^s?  When  ye  do,  yo 

*  will  cease  to  j»ptak  and  feel  for  yourselves 

*  alone.* — Rights  of  Man,  Parts,  p.  136. 

After  x\i\-t  remission  ot*  four  milHoiis  be 
made,  and  the  poor-rates  and  house  window- 
light  tax  be  abolished,  and  the  commutation 
tax  changed,  there  will  still  remain  nearly 
one  million  and  a  half  of  surplus  taxes  ;  and 
as  by  an  alliance  between  llii<^land,  France, 
and  America,  armies  and  navieawill,  in  a. 
great  mea^iire,  be  rendered  tmnecfSbary,  and' 
as  men  whu  have  cither  been  brought  up  in, 
or  long  habited  to  those  lines  ot  lite,  are 
still  citizens  of  a  nation  in  coinmnn  with  the 
rest,  and  have  a  right  to  participate  in  ail 
plans  of  national  ben<^t,  it  is  staled  in  that 
work  (Rights  t-f  Man,  Part  2),  l  )  apply  an- 
nually 507,000/.  out  of  the  surplus  taxes  to 
this  purpose  in  the  following  manner : 

"  To  fifteen  thousand  disbanded  »ol- 
dieri,  3«.  per  week  each  (dear  of 
deduriions)  (Innni;  life  -    -    -    -  llf,009 

"  Additional  pay  to  the  remaining 
soldiers  perann.  -  .....  19,500^ 

"  To  the  officers  of  the  disbanded 
corps,  during  htir,  the  Mme  sum 
,     of  117,000 

**  To  fifteen  thousand  disbanded  sail- 
ors, 3«.  p<*r  week  Jurinz  life    -  117^000 
Additional  pay  to  the  remaining 
satlori  -  19,500 

**  To  the  officers  of  the  disbanded 
pari  of  tho  navy  during  litiB   -      117 ,000 
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Tl»  limits  to  which  it  is  proper  to  oon- 
fine  thto  letter,  will  not  admit  of  my  entarnig 
into  farther  particulars.  T  a  ddress  it  to  Mr. 
JJuodM,  becauM  be  took  the  lead  in  the  de- 
late,  and  be  wishes,  I  suppose,  to  appear 
conspicuous ;  but  the  purpose  of  it  is  to  jus- 
tify myself  from  the  cuuga  which  Mr.  Aoam 
hj.5«  made. 

'*  This  geoUeman,  as  has  heen  observed  in 
the  brzinninir  of  this  letter,  roii'^'ulprs  the 
wnlioei*  ol  iiarnn^ton,  More,  auU  Iluroc,  a:i  i 
justtfiraleaBd  legal  publkaUonSybecausettiey  \ 
reasoned  by  comparison,  though  in  so  doing  ' 
they  showed  plans  and  systems  of  govern- 
ment, not  only  different  from,  but  preferable 
to,  that  of  England ;  and  he  accuses  me  of 
endeavouring  to  ronfu'^o,  instead  of  producing 
&  »yi»lem  ia  the  ruum  ul  tliat  which  I  had 
TCaaoned  against;  iHiereas  the  lact  is»  that  I 
have  not  only  reasoned  hy  comparison  of  the 
represeotative  against  the  hereditary  system, 
but  I  have  gone  farlber;  for  I  have  produced 
an  instance  of  a  government  established  en- 
lirelj  oo  tiie  representative  system,  under 
whidi  much  greater  happiness  is  enjoyed, 
much  fewer  taxes  required,  and  much  higher 
credit  is  established,  than  under  the  system 
uf  government  in  England.  Tlie  tnnds  in 
UnllaiM!  have  risen  since  the  war  only,  from 
i4i.io  97/.,  and  they  have  been  down,  since 
the  proclamation,  to  BlL,  whereas  the  funds 
in  AuMrica  rose  in  the  mean  time  from  lOL 
to  y2nf. 

iUs  charge  against  me  of  *  destroying 
'  every  principle  ot  subordination,'  is  equally 
as  grMndless,  which  even  a  single  paragraph 
from  the  work  will  prove,  and  which  I  shall 
iiere  quote : 
** '  Formnljr,  when  divlMons  arose  respect- 

*  in::  governments,  recourse  was  had  to  the 
*-swurd,  and  a  civil  war  ensued.  That  savage 

*  custom  is  exploded  by  the  new  system,  and 
'  recourse  it  had  to  a  Nulional  C^vention. 

*  Discussion,  and  the  general  will,  arbitrates 
'  the  question,  and  to  this,  private  opinion 
<  jiclda  with  a  food  grace,  and  order  it  pre- 

*  mrttd  B«iiilcrFSijile«f/— Rigbts  of  Man,  Fart 

p.  17S. 

**  That  two  diflerent  charges  sliould  be 

Iroii^ht  at  tf'.r  same  time,  the  unc  by  a  niem< 
ber  of  the  legt&laUire  for  utA  doing  a  certain 
thmg,  and  t&  other  by  the  attorney- general 
Ibr  doing  it,  is  a  stnuige  junihlc  of  contra- 
dictton^.  I  tiave  now  justitied  m;yself,  or  the 
woric  rather,  against  the  first,  hs  stating  the 
case  in  this  letter,  and  thejusti&acion  of  the 
other  will  be  undertaken  m  its  proper  place. 
But  in  any  ca&e  the  work  will  go  on. 

•*  1  shall  now  conclude  this  letter,  with 
saying,  that  the  only  objection  I  fotind  against 
the  pwi,  and  prinpiples  contained  in  t&  3e- 
oond  ftrt  of  HighH  efUam  when  I  had  writ- 
ten the  book,  was,  that  they  wuuld  beneiicially 
interest  at  feast  ninety-nme  persons  out  of 
e^ery  hundred  throughout  the  nation,  and 
therefore  would  not  leave  ^ufiicicnl  room  for 
men  to  act  from  the  diicct  and  disinlerested' 
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principle  of  honour;  but  the  prosecution  now 
commenced  has  ftrtunately  removed  that  ob- 
jection, and  tbe  apprnvprs  and  protcc  fnrs  of 
that  work  now  ieei  the  immediate  impulse  of 
honour,  added  to  that  of  national  inlecest.  I 
am,  Mr.  Dnnda^,  not  your  obedienl  humble 
servant,  but  the  contimry, 

Thomas  Paijie.*' 

Mr.  Law. — On  the  6th  of  July  there  is  an 
entry  of  the  six  members  of  the  Corresponding 

Society,  who  were  proposed  to  be  associated 
mentbers,  and  they  were  elected  on  the  13th. 

[The  entry  of  tlie  13th  of  .luly  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  trial,  ante,  Vol.  24,  p.  490.] 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— I  am  ilow  going  to 
read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hardy  to  Mr.  Tooke, 
found  among  Mr.  Tooke's  papers,  giving  him 
an  accouT^t  of  tbe  progress  of  theLondon  Cor* 

respondini;  >L>(_iL  t} . 

James  Thornton  called  again. 

Mr.  Lam. — You  are  a  clerk,  I  believe,  in 
the  police-office,  in  Marlborough-street — 
Yes. 

Look  at  this  letter,  is  it  marked  by  you? 

—Yes. 

Where  did  you  find  itf-^In  Mr*  Uorne 
Tooke's  house. 

[It  was  read.] 

"  Sir; — I  will  esteem  it  a  particular  favour 
it  you  can  recollect  to  brinjg  in  your  pocket, 
oil  Friday,  that  letter  which  I  lent  to  you 
I  about  three  or  four  weeks  ago.   I  am  rather 
i  at  a  loss  to  write  to  that  gentleman,  without 
being  in  pos:»e&bion  uf  his  letter.    We  keep 
I  still  mcreasing  in  number,  knowledge,  and 
stability  ;  and  wc  are  about  to  plant  two  more 
,  colonies  next  week,  which  will  make  the  ilth 
I  and  19th  division.  The  situation  promises  to 
be  very  fertile.    I  am,  sir,  with  peal  respee^ 
your  most  bumtile  servant, 

**  Thomas  IlAttDY." 
"  July  24lh,  1792,  No.  4,  TaylorV 
bu  i  I  d  i  ngs,  ChandoS'Streel,  CovenU 

garden." 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — 1  am  now  going 
to  give  in  evidence  a  letter,  dated  the  8lh  oT 

I  August,  1792,  from  Thomas  Hardy  to  Mr. 
j  Tooke,  found  in  possession  of  Mr.  Tooke,  dc- 
j  siring  him  to  revise  an  address  of  the  London 

.  Corresponding  Society,  and  desiring  to  have 
I  his  opinion  whft her  it  was  proper  he  should 
send  a  co^y  lu  the  accrbtar^  gl  tiic  C'oni»Ulu- 
tional  Society. 

John  Tkcmpaon  called  again. 

Mr.  law^Wbeie  did  you  find  this  letter? 
—In  Mr.  HwOB  Tooke  s  bouse,  at  Wim- 
bledon. 

[It  was  read.] 

"  Sir ; — I  take  the  liberty  o|*  sending  you  a 
proof  couy  of  the  address  to4he  public,  Irom 
he  Lonaon  Coirespondiog  ^ociejy,  n/iA  hop* 
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H  will        yoor  «ltartion,«ni'iiiMi««n«K- 1     mi  pretty  oertaiH  iffr.'VnqrflM 

sore  Your  approbation— shall  be  exceed  in  {;1y  ofaHlllie  fMM*l--4ll»^rai%Mim 


sore  your  approbation — slnll  be  exceedingly 
happy  to  be  ♦avturred  with  your  opinion  ot  it 
before  we  print  it,  whicn  we  expeci  to  ilo  be- 
fore Moodigr. 


a  paper. 

Mr.  Twke.—\ on  bttfOt^  to  the  police  0^ 
ficc       am  one  «rtbe  cMk  Mihe  «Aoe  ifr 


Is  it  proper  to  send  a  copy  to  the  ^ocre^  ■  VVhilechapcl. 
tarv  of  the  London  Ccantitutionai  <^icly  i    And  can  you  swear  that  Mr.  Vaughan  saw 
nezttraek,  estbst  Mtiety  does  not  ineet  be-  all  the  papers  that  were  taken  ?— Tbwe  w«W 


fore  the  last  Friday  of  September.    I  am,  eir, 
with  grcal  r^pect,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant,  **  Thomas  Rakdy.'* 
«  August  eth,  179a,Nd.4,Taylor'8- 

b  ti  ilH  i  ngs,  Chandos-street,  Covenl- 

earden." 

Mm  Tkompipn  anoss-^aoiiBed  by  Mr.  Tooke. 

Where  did  jm  find  that  letter  f-^I  esR' 
not  exactly  sij  in  wbat  put  of  the  'hdoae  I 

Ibuud  it. 

Did  you  find  it  yourself,  or  did  any  other 

ferson  give  it  you? — I  picked  it  out  mvself ; 
showed  it  to  Mr.  Ford,  and  Mr.  Fora  told 
ne  to  mark  it. 

Jhd  you  attend  Mr.  Ford  in  search  of  my 
papers?— I  did. 

'  And  YOU  did  not  pick  them  out,  but  lie 
did  sat  at  the  table  writing :  I  picked 
them  out  and^vethem  to  him,  and  he  nokcd 

them  over. 

Who  else  was  there  ?— Thornton.— What 
I  picked  out  and  cave  hi ni,  and  he  thought 
neoes9ary  to  mark,  I  marked  ti>cm. 

Did  yuu  lake  ull  the  papers,  Uiat  were 
marked,  in  my  house? — No  I  gave  them  to 
Mr.  l-'ord  t  whealse loolndthflnrovery  heg^ve 
them  to  me. 

There  was  another  witness  csHled  just  now 
to  prove  some  other  paper  or  Irltri-  found  in 
my  house  ;  it  is  not  that  I  want  to  contest 
their  being  found  in  my  house ;  but  what  I 
wanted  to  Know  is,  how  one  gentleman  comes 
to  have  a  warrant  to  take  my  p^ipers,  and  then 


two  li>ts  taken, one    Mr. fbM^ HR-oiliertiy 

Mr.  Vaughan. 

I  askyou,whetheryouWp|feBcMr.V^w|(illfc 
to  be  possessed  of  such  isenses,  as  ran  deter*' 
mine  what  another  man  does  ?  or  Imve  yoi* 
such  senses  that  you  can  tell  what  he  saw  ? — 
All  the  papers  I  took  I  prescivted  Mr. 
Ford,  and  Mr.  X'nn.rh^tn,  « it  tin?!;  together,  an<i 
I  understood  litem  all  to  be  taken  down  by 
Mr.  Vaughan ;  there  was  tbtfa  another  eOpj^ 
made  of  tnat,  which  wa<i  givenlolir.  Vn^gjhMs 
by  Mr.  Ford  I  believe. 

Mr.  Attomev  Omentl  tNMrhaps  you  know 
whether  Mr.  Vat^haa  and  Mr.  Frotft  wM<e 
there  by  ay>po\ntment  ?  -I  understood*©* 

You  do  not  know  ihe  fact  ?— No. 

You  had  no  authority  but  a  warrant  ?~Ko* 

An  d  itint  was  granted  in  the  usual  way 
1  cannot  ia^;   I  do  not  undefSt&ad  1k& 
pracnee. 

Mr.  Attornni  GeHcral. — I  am  nnw  going  to 
read  a  paper  Ukcwise  found  in  the  custody  of 
Mr.  Tooke,  which  '»  a  letter  from  M«r«iRit» 
who  became  one  of  the  associated  mernoerSy 
to  Air  Tooke,  desiring  his  advice  and  oprniou 
about  an  address  to  the  National  Conventioa 
of  France,  dated  the  I5tb  of  September  170#. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  to  Thornton,'-^ 
Where  did  yuu  find  that  paper  ?-^n  Mr* 
Home  Tookcra  house,  at  Whnbiete. 

[tt  was  read.) 

**  M .  Margaret  wishes  to  submit  to  Mr. 
Horne  Tooke's  consideration,  whether  a  plan 

mi^ht  i5ot  be  adopted  for  obtaining  the  assent 


a  number  ol'  persons  are  calied  to  prove  they  ;  oi  aii  the  different  societies  throughout  the  nar> 
wdre  there —Had  you  a  warrant  to  take  my  tioa,  to  an  lanimated  (hul  safe)  dedbration. 


papers  ? — No. 


assurincr  thr  French  that  we  entertain  the 


I  want  to  know  what  this  kind  of  seii^ire  of  most  fnendly  dispositions,  dec  tic.  towards 
papers  is ;  it  is  of  some  consequence  U>know,  |  them ;  and  that  we  will,  to  tiie  utmost  of  «nir 

he^,ause,  if  a  troop  of  polite  officers  are  let  into  1  po%v(  1 .  liiscountenancc  all  hostile  attempt.?^  011 


a  man's  house,  the  papers  that  are  produced  { the  part  of  the  ministry,  shoukl  the  latter  be 
Will  not  be  the  papers  that  were  found  in  the  j  base  enough  to  forfeit  the  nation's  pledged' 


house  P — Mr.  Frost  was  tliere,&nd  saw  every 
thin^lhat  was  tnkcn,  and  so  was  Mr.V^aughan. 

Did  they  Lake  auv  ot  the  papers  ? — No. 

Can  you  tell  tne  "how  many  papers  were 
taken  >--Nu. 

You  were  not  the  only  man  that  took 
papers  I^No ;  Mr.  Thornton  hkd  some. 

Was  tliere  any  body  bf^id'^s  vou  and  Thorn- 
ton who  had  any  of  my  papers  ? — No  other 

tcrsons  but  Mr.  Thornton  and  myself,  that  I 
now  atprescht. 

Mr.  IrwA-'  There  are  more  papera  in  WJ 
house  than  a  titati  could  read  m  a  year. 

Bfr.  JHomejf  Oanepai^Wltsn  you  and 
Thornton  took  the  papers,  you  s;iy,  Mr  Trost 
and  Mr.  Vaughaa  were  present  I'—i'bey  were. 

iKd  th^maU  the  fopaii  thaum  ttte  ^ 


faith  oi  neutrally. 

"M.  M.  conceives  such  a  measure  will  prove 
more  useful  than  a  partial,  and,  perhaps,  com- 
pamtively  speaking,  an  inconsideribia  aul^ 
scription,  \^U\rh  would,  however,  he  !i(t  n'ays 
impeded  thereby  :  a  similar  declaration  would 
certainly  quiet  their  jeeloueiee  with  regard  lo 
the  English;  ukI  wouli!  riirfnir.i^c  them  in 
their  arduous  struggle,  wlule  the  nuntbers  of 
well-wishers  to  their  cause,  who  might  come 
forward  litre  with  only  their  signatures  to  tlie 
declaration,  would  give  a  most  severe  check- 
to  ail  open  or  even  under  imnded  lumtsteriai 
attempts. 

"Satiirdny,  15th  September,  IT'^?, 
Ho.  iO,  Uigh-itraet,  Marybone.'*- 
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Mr.  Attftmmf  G<a^fl/.— The  next  is  a  latter 
dated  the  next  day,  September  Jfith,  1799, 
firom  Mr.  Hardy  lo  Mr.  Tuokc,  upon  the  same 
Mibject,  found  in  Mr.  Tuoko's  house  at  the 
«V&c  time. 

Mr.  ThornUm.^  fouildthif  ptper^  Ml*. 
Tooke'ft  house. 

Mmet  TWnfon,— cros»*examiiie4  by 

Mr.  Tooke, 

Did  yon  read  tliat  letter  whish  baajtutoov 
l>«cn  xG^?--~i  think  uatb 

Biit  yon  Me  nst  Mitelu«Soin0 1  cBKlessly 
looked  over. 

If  you  looked  that  overcarelessljc,  when  you 
wmd  tlnA  part  fvraoMHiidiag  aa  attempt  to 
«Mllb«jeiiionsic6  of  the  French,  did  you  nut 
miak  that  the  administration  of  this  dity 
would  have  beea  \tty  gkul  if  it  had  UKceeded  ? 

tiave  no  raodlecuMiy  at  fRaenl^  vhsllier 
I  did  read  it. 

.  J^r.  Btiorer.— What  the  witness  thought  at 
the  time,  I  otjcct  to  his  beinf;  'asked,  Mr  the 
sake  of  common  precedent — it  is  a  proat  deal 
too  much  to  ask  a  witness  wlio  lias  seized 
papers,  what  he  thought,  upon  looking  at 
liioaa  papers,  might  be  lilt  opinion  of  other 
ftople ;  it  has  not  tlie  colour  or  semblance  of 
a  qyestioD,  and  tliat  th^  prisoner  must  know 
perfectly  well. 

Mr.  I'lH'kr. — If  I  am  wrong  T  will  take  the 
int  bini  ot  a  correction  from  your  lordship ; 
•at  I  fUBpe  yen  will  tbiak  thata man  whose 
papers  are  so  seized  has  a  right  to  make  a 
Iittk  inquiry  after  their  contents;  I  pcote&t 
I  Utfot  them  agiaal  vhUp  ago,  they  are  let- 
ters  /ound  ip  my  house  sent  from  other  per- 
sons, and  it  not  being  declared  whether  I  did 
aajr  thing  in  con<>equence  of  those  recommen- 
meos-^I  believe  I  ba«e  n,tber  made  an  ob- 
servation oyl  of  tiie  course  of  examination — 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre..— Itis  an  obser- 
fBlioo  put  into  the  shape  of  a  question. 

Mr.  inoke — 1  believe  it  was  so — it  Struck 
Bie  that  the  adauaislratioo  misht  now  dos- 
siblj  wish  that  thoie  men  who  wished  to 
quiet  the  jealousies  of  the  French  had  suc- 
ceeded—hut it  stnack  bm  ^  the^  moment  that 
it  was  irapfopcr. 

[The  letter  was  read.] 

•  Sir  ; — Mr.  Margaret  would  be  glad  to 
\faiom  your  opinion  ui  that  proposiiioa  he  has 
admitted  to  your  judgment  I  think  willy  him 
that  it  wonifl  have  a  good  cficct,  at  the  same 
time  the  subscription  to  go  on  as  it  now  does, 
tenor  twenty  thousand  signaUires  would  have 
awe  weight  than  as  many  tbomaad  pounds, 
l»r  ten  men  might  subscribe  that  sum.— I  am, 
r,  with  great  respect,  your  most  humble 


Taoiias  Haibt." 

*  StptaBbar  10, 179t,  No.  9,PicaidiU/.*' 

Addressed  <f  Ml  Ara«  2Wfa»  flpq. 
anod  fiuikiiBga.'* 


[The  ibllowiog  enirii^  wqr«  read  from  the 
books  of  the  Soctf^  for  Ooofli^utiooa^  ][^f> 

formation  :J 

"  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  held  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  tavern.  Strand,  Friday,  Sep. 
DemberSmh^irM." 

[HAHardy'sTrikl,  an/^,Vol.  24,  page  499.  ;i 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  h^ld  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  tavem,  Stntnd,  op  Frii&y, 
October  5th,  1792." 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  wUA  Vpl  %^  pfg^  (KKl.} 

Mr,  4^ torney  General. — Yonr  lordship  ob- 
serves, that  by  the  entry  which  was  made 
upoQilje  fiBAof  September,  it  is  resolved, 
that  the  secretary  shall  express  the  thanks  of 
the  Constitutional  Society  lo  the  London  Cor- 
respondine  Society  for  their  comnimncution, 
and  acquaint  them  that  this  society  do  very 
highly  approve  of  their  intention —I  am  now 
gomg  to  piHM'e  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams,  the 
secretary  of  the  former  iMkrlet^,  to  Mr.  ls6uA$ 
the  secretary  of  the  oth^  «oae^,  which ««• 
vcys  that  approbation. 

Mr.  Icaiaa^Thia  it  ona  of  tha  letters  I 
found  in  Mr.  Hai^  houao. 

plWB  letter  was  read.] 

"  Dear  sir Your  letter  of  the  Slst  Sep- 
tember, was  read  to  the  Society  for  Constitu- 
tional Information  l^^t  Friday,  and  I  am  do* 
sired  to  express  their  thanks  to  the  London 
Corresponding  So(  iety  for  their  communica- 
tion' and  tp  acqua^t  them  tbatt^^  society  dq 
very  highly  approve  of  their  Inlentioo^I  am, 
dear  sir,  your  much  obliged,  humble  servant, 
"  D.  Adams,  secretary,"  ' 

"  TookeVcourt,  Sd  October,  1792." 

"  Mr.  Tlardy,  secretary  to  the  London 

Corresponding  Society." 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — Your  lordship  re« 
collects,  that  in  a  letter  which  has  been  read 
in  evidence,  dated  the  8th  of  August,  Mr. 
Hardy  says  he  had  sent  a  proof  copy  of  the 
address  of  the  London  Corresponding  Society. 
I  now  produce  the  address  of  the  Correspond- 
ing Society,  dated  the  6lh  of  August,  which 
was  foun^  m  the  possessiou  of  Mr.  Uardv. 

Mr.  L<tMiKa.-->This  is  one  of  the  pamplucts 
I  found  iA  Mr.  Hardy's  house. 

ptvaiifad.] 

[  FMfe  Hanly^  Trial,  asfd.  Vol.  S4,  page  88S.] 

[The  following  entry  was  read  from  the  hooks 
of  the  Sociely  for  Constimtbnal  Inior- 

mation :] 

"  At  a  Meetiiu^  of  (he  Society  held  at  the 
Crown  and  Anuwr  tavern,  Strand,  Friday, 
lSthOctobtr,lf9«." 

[FiufeHardy'sTrial,  «ii«,Vol.  94,pp.  510,5f  1.] 

Mr.  Atttnti^  General. — Here  is  the  origi- 
nal lettei^  i^ied  Maigaiot  ^nd  Uanly,  of 
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which  the  letter  ihrnlhw  now  been  rwd  is  a 
copy.«-Mr.  Maclean,  did  you  find  this  paper  ? 
Mr.  Maclenn.^l  found  this  paper  at  Mr. 

Mr.  Juornty  Gewvl^lt  is  oacdj  tlie 
aame. 

n'he  following  entries  were  read  from  the 
hnnk^ofihc  Society  for  Constitutiunal  la- 

lut  liiulion :] 

«  At  a  Meeting  oi  ihe  Society  held  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  Strand,  on  Friday, 
October  mh,  1799." 

iFidt  Haidyt  Trial,  anti.  Vol.  94,  p.  d«S.] 

<«At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  held  at  thr 
Citnm  and  Anchor  tavern.  Strand,  Irnda^^, 
October  Stith,  I79;<." 

[HJe  Hardy's. Trial,  aiUt  Vol  2 p. -525.] 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  hcid  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  tevcrn,  Strand,  Friday, 
November  9d,  179t." 

IViie  Hardy's  Trial,  unU  Vol.  «4,  p.  5U.] 

«*  Ala  Meeting  of  the  Society  held  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  uvem,  Strand,  Friday, 
November  9th,  1792." 
^  [Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  ante,  Vol.  «4,  p.  at6.] 

Mr.  Altomev  General— I  will  now  product 
a  teller  fronj  fiarluw  and  Frost,  whn  apperir  to 
have  gone  over  to  France  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  this  address,  stating  what  had  pas- 
sed on  presenting  it,  between  them  andftbe 
preside  nT  of  tlic  National  Convention. 

Mx.  Maclean  I  found  these  papers  in  the 
possesslm  of  Mr.  Adams. 

[Read  by  the  derk  of  the  court] 

IFtde  Hardy's  Trial,  miti,  Vol.  t4^  p.5t9.1 

Ht,  Atlorurtf  General.— I  am  now  gun^  to 
read  tiieir  address  to  the  National Coovsntion. 

[It  was  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  anti,  Vol.  94,  p.  5Sy.] 

Mr.  Attorneti  f?t'wcro/.— This  pap«  is  the 
IraiJbluiiou  ot  the  president's  answer. 

fit  was  read.] 
[Vide  Hanly's  Trial,  tint<,  \  ol.  «4,  p.  530.] 

Mr.*27,('rn/o»i.— 1  found ihesc  two  papers  in 
Mr.  Hornc  1  ookc's  at  Wimhledon. 

rio  Mr.  Wil/iajn  HW^ui/.;— Whose  h-nd- 
writing  do  you  believe  tliesc  to  bef — Butii  ot 
them  Mr.  Tooke's  bandowriting. 

Mr.  Ibnfce.— Tlieyareny  hand-writiBC. 
[Tlicy  were  read.] 
«*  Translation*  of  the  draught  of  an  Address  to 

Uie  Pn^-uleut  ol  the  French  Convention.'* 


Mr.  Hu>kt<^son  was  rsillcd  and  dc»>irrd 
to  look  at  tlic  French  copy,  while  the  ckik 
read  the  translatkm.**  BlmneJmrttt  Edit .  Sec 
ISlr.  Huskisson's  cxamimtion  on  the  trial  of 
'JCiiotuas  Hardy,  ex(r,  VoL  p. 


Trud  ofJchn  Borne  Tooie 

[fidr  Hardy's  1^,  Mtt,  VoL     p.  989.] 

*'  Draught  of  a  Letter  fropi  Mr.  Tooke  10  the 
Mayor  of  Psris." 

[FmIs  Haidy's  Trial,  miH,  Vol.  94,  p.  538.]  t 

One  of  tki  /itry.>-What  is  the  dateof  that 

letter  ? 

Mr.  Shellon.—ll  has  no  date. 
Mr.  Mnktne.— Bui  it  was  before  the  com- 
mencemcitt  uf  the  war^  because  it  was  before 
Mr.  Frost  went  to  Pans. 

Mr.  SoUeitar  General.— Hert  is  the  answer 
to  it,  which  will  best  show  the  date. 

Mr.  Thornton.— I  louud  this  paper  in  Mr. 
Home  Tooke's  bouse  at  Wimbkrdoii. 

(  To  Mr.  Witliam  HW/ii//.J— Here  is  a  me- 
morandum of  when  this  paper  was  received— 
Whose  band-writine  is  that?— The  'wotde 
"  Received  at  Wm»bledon,  Wednesday,  Oc- 
tober 9th,"  1  take  to  be  Mr.  HorncTooke's.  - 
Mr.  Tooke. — Yes,  they  aiemme. 

f  A  letter,  signed  ^*  Felion,"  addressed  to  tho 
**  Society  oi  the  Friends  of  the  Revolution/' 
dated  "  oih  October,  first  year  of  the  fkcnch 

Republic,"  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  ante,  Vol.  24,  p.5S8.] 

[The  following  entry  was  read  Irom  the  books 
of  the  Society  for  CoostituUonal  Informa- 
tioDt] 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Constitii* 
tional  iDformation,  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  tavern.  Strand,  Friday,  December 
Utb,  IIW." 
[VUe  Hardy's  THal,  eirtd,  Vd.  «4.  p.  5S1.] 
Mr.  Solicitor  General.— (2o  Mr.  Muctean.) 
Where  did  you  find  that  paper  I— In  llie  poa* 
session  uf  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  SolicUor  Genera/.— This  is  a  letter 
f:\)ni  the  Society  of  tlic  Friends  of  Liberty 
and  iMjualiiy,  silting  at  Laon,  to  the  Society 
for  CoostitutioDal  Information. 

[It  was  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  ante,  Vol.  84,  p.  55S.] 

[The  followins  entry  was  read  from  the  books 
of  the  Society  for  Constilutianl  Infoiv 
nation:] 

"  At  a  Meeting  of  the  .Society  for  Con> 
stitutioual  Information,  beki  at  the  Crown 
and  Anchor  UTem,  Friday,  Slstof  Dccembery 
tr9S, 

**  Presekt, 

"  Mr.  Header  in  the  chair, 

«  Mr.  Sharpc,  IMi.  Hull,  Mr.  Bonney,  Mr. 
J4»bn  Marun,  Mr.  Parkinson,  Mr.  Holcruft, 
Mr.  H.  Tooke,  Mr.  Williains,  Mr.  Sinclair, 
Mr.  Hardy,  Mr.  Ccrr^ld,  Mr  Kvdd,  Mr. 
Chat^ckL  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Hanks,  Mr. 
WiUs»  lir.  Jennings,  Mr.  G.  Williams,. 
Mr.  Wardlc,  Mr.  ^^lutc,  Mr.  Bai]<A  .  Mr. 
(AH^lHffjAli.  Moore,  Jord5ciopiii,  Mr.  Xurii- 
buU. 
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for  High  Treason. 


A.  D.  179*. 


*'  Read  the  foUowin£  letter  from  the  So- 
defy  of  the  Vriendi  of  liber^  and  Equality 
at  Ma^on,  in  the  dqMriinetlt  of  the  Saone 
and  the  Loire.* 

*•  Ordered,  That  the  sanje  be  entered  fat 
the  minutes  of  this  society . 

«  Resolved, That  Mr.  H.Tooke,  Mr.  Moore, 
Mr.  W  hite,  lord  Sempill,  Mr.  Gerrald,  Mr. 
Kydd,  Mr.  Reader,  Mr.  FiUgerald,  and  Mr. 
Bonney,  be  a  Committee  for  Toceigp  Corres- 
pondence. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  the  said 
society  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Fo- 
rdgn  Correspondence. 

«*  Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Cortefpondenee  be  en- 
lered  in  a  separate  TOok. 

«*  Resolved,  Tbal  the  saidcommiiiec  meet 
at  this  place  at  half  past  three  o'clock  on  the 
day  of  the  neat  meetmg  of  the  society." 

Mr.  AUorncu  General— \  am  now  going  to 
an  entry  ol  the  5lh  of  October,  1?92,  which 
autes,  that  a  letter  was  received  from  Mr. 
Jed  Barlow,  communicating  to  the  Consti- 
tutional Society  his  book,  intitxiled, "  A  Letter 
to  the  National  Couveiittou  of  I  rance." 

Mr.  frs/tine.— That  was  also  read  upon 
Mr.  IIarf!'>''^  trinl. 

Mr.  ALioi  iit-ij  (jt'itt  i  111.  —  It  was. 

FThe  following  entries  were  read  from  the 
hooka  of  the  Society  for  Gonstitutioiul  la- 
fcramtion:] 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  6oGiety>  October 

5th,  17  94." 

IFuie  Hardy's  Trial,  anil,  Vol.  24,  p.  509.] 

"  Ai  K  Meeting  of  the  Society,  October 
12th,  1798.** 

[Fide  Hardy's  Trial,  ante,  Vol.  24,  p.  .'ilO.] 

Mx.  Jo$CBh  Johiuon  sworn. — Examined  by 
Mr.  ~ 


You  are  a  bookseller  ? — Yes. 

Be  so  good  as  look  at  that  book,  which  was 
shown  to  you  last  week ;  did  you  print  and 
pubU&h  tiiat? — I  printed  a  book  wiih  ihib 
tide. 

That  book  vrhich  you  saw  1a?t  week  ? — I 
cannot  tell  whether  it  is  the  saui«,  or  not;  it 
Itts  the  appearance  of  it 

Did  you  publii^h  a  book  of  that  kind,  and 
whom  did  you  publish  it  fox  printed  it  at 
the  request  of  the  author. 

By  the  author,  do  you  mean  Jod  Barlow  ? 

You  were  employed  by  him  as  his  printer 
— ^Yea. 

And  you  believe  thai  to  be  the  book  you 
prmtcd? — It  has  aU  the  apj^anuice  ol  it;  1 
cooU  not  tell  without  I  read  it. 

Do  you  know  of  any  other  book  of  that  ap- 
pearance, besides  that  which  was  published 
by  youFMilf  No. 

*  See  the  Trial  of  Thomas  Uardy,  anti. 

Vol.  34,  p.  533. 


[Extracts  read  from  a  Letter  to  the  National 
Convention  of  France,  on  the  de^ts  of  the 
Cniistitution  of  1791,  and  the  extent  of  the 
amendments  which  ought  to  be  applied ;  by 
Joel  fiarlow,  esq.  author  of  Advico  to  the 
Privileged  Orders.] 

[Fide  Hardy's  Trial,  mli.  Vol  94,  p.  519.] 

[The  following  entry  was  read  from  the  book 
of  the  Society  tor  Constitutiooal  InfcNP- 

iuation :] 

Ata  Meetin»  of  tiie  Society  held  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor,  Friday,  (ktober  I9th, 
17M," 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  mti.  Vol.  94,  p.  5SS.] 

Mr.  Attorney  CeneruL— This  your  loidsblp 
observes  is  an  approbation  of  that  letter,  and 
an  order  for  it  to  be  publifihed.  Mr.  Adams, 
in  his  accoimt,  charges  for  the  publication  of 
Joel  Barlow's  letter  in  the  difterent  iiewe» 
papers. 

The  next  is  a  letter  from  persons  styling 
thcmsdves  the  Editors  of  the  Patriot. 
Mr   Marlaut.~-J.  fouttd  tbtft  smoog  Mr. 

jiidauii's  paperb. 

[It  was  read.] 

"  Sheffield,  151*  October,  IfM. 

"  Sir; — In  consequence  of  a  hint  from  your 
socie^,  that  imail  and  cheap  publications 
would  be  of  great  benefit  towards  enlighten- 
ing  the  public  mind  in  political  information, 
we  some  time  ago  set  on  foot  a  periodical 
work,  the  Patriot,  and  we  took  the  liberty 
about  three  months  nnce'to  transmit  yoa 
such  numbers  as  were  then  published,  en- 
treating your  perusal  of  them,  and  alter  that 
your  candid  opinion  as  to  the  matter  con- 
tained tliCTein,  :ind  anv  hints  which  vou  might 
please  to  think  would  add  to  its  public  utihty, 
and  contribute  to  itsimptovement;  considering 
ourselves  as  acting  upon  principles  alone, 
joined  to  an  ardent  (lesire  to  forward  and  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  great  cause  of  free- 
dom, and  that  we  were  doing  what  your  bo- 
riei y  haJ  expressly  recommended,  we  Haltered 
ourselves  we  ought  make  this  requcbt,  and 
that  it  would  not  have  been  thought  unrea- 
sonable; and  as  uc  ronvrycd  our  sentiments 
in  terms  of  the  greatei>t  respect  and  delerence 
to  the  luperiorily  of  abilities  whieh  you  have 
to  boast,  bein^  united  in  your  honourable 
body,  we  thought  tliat  the  common  civility 
which,  on  such  occasioni>,  actuates  meu,  even* 
d^gbring  im  o^mmnm,  and  at  varnnce  witk 
each  othor,  would  have  insured  us  an  answer; 
wc  iiave  beeo  deceived,  our  efforts  to  serve 
the  cause  appear  to  your  society,  it  would 
seem,  deserving  no  other  notirt  than  silrnce 
and  contempt^  this  we  are  5om«; thing  sur- 
prised at,  as  in  a  cause  hke  this,  a  good  talcis- 
tion  only  we  think  deserves  to  be  commended. 
We  are  perfectly  aware  of,  and  rejoice  to  re- 
flect on  the  splendid  talents  which  ornament 
your  aociety ,  and  are  oonvioced  that  any  thing 
we  can  write  miiBl  appetr  to 
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you  vny  triluig  tad  puny  efforts;  but  to  do 
our  best  is  as  much  as  is  allotted  to  man,  non 
omtiia  possumut  omne$,  and  we  cannot  forget, 
while  we  contemplate  the  magniticcnt  splen- 
dor of  the  sun,  that,  when  deprived  of  his  en- 
livening li"ht,  we  find  ourselves  highly  in- 
debted to  tiic  small  and  feeble  glimmering  of 
a  liper  \  we  avowed  that  our  wori^  was  m* 
tended  to  impress  its  contents  on  the  great 
body  of  the  people;  we.  pclttiMled  not  to  an^ 
originality  tarther  dun  the  wodc  kKlf,  dedi- 
cated solely  to  purposes  never  before  attempt- 
ed ;  and  as  to  superior  excellence,  wc  had  not 
the  vanity  to  lay  claim  to  an^,  we  looked  for 
BO  compliments,  we  only  wished  for  advice, 
and  certainly  approbation,  where  it  might  be 
deemed  by  yuu  to  be  due,  would  have  been 
highly  grati(ving  to  us. 

"  Disappointed  iii  all  our  expectations,  it 
may  perhaps  appear  odd  and  extraordinary 
that  we  should  trouble  you  again;  feeling  as 
men,  and  wc  hope  possessed  of  the  laudable 
and  proper  spirit  ot  f.'entlemen,  did  we  act  on 
the  impulse  of  punctilio  and  etiquette  only, 
we  should  in  all  tikeUhood  consider  onr  pens 
as  tied  up,  but  as  volunteers  in  the  most  glo- 
rious cause  which  can  animate  and  actuate 
the  minds  of  oiea,  w«  Mkt  off  the  feeble 
fetters  of  ceremonious  exactness,  and  once 
inore  present  ourselves  to  your  notice,  as 
seslous  supporters  of  those  rights  of  roan,  of 
which  we  are  happy  to  see  your  society  to 
worthily  placed  at  the  head. 

**  Withiu  a  few  days  past  we  have  received 
a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  a  society  in- 
tf  ndcd  to  be  established  at  Stockport,  which 
we  thiiik  It. necessary  to  submit  to  your  in- 
spectioB,  and  have  McasdiMly  sent  it  here- 
with ;  vwir  society  will  fuid  thereby  what  un- 
jMStifeaiib  wmm  are  adopted  by  the  enemies 
to  nfcrn^  and  the  IHenos  and  tods  of  arbi- 
tifiy  power,  to  prevent  the  increase  of  those 
fOOeties,  and  to  crush  and  annihilate  our 
eflbrts  in  their  bud;  we  thought  it  pnideut 
and  necessary  to  answer  the  letter  ioune-' 
diately,  and  to  give  them  such  encouragenu  nt 
as  our  feeble  talents  will  |^mit;  Uiat  we  albo 
submit  to  your  oonsidsraBOB  in  the  eopy  of 
Die  letter  to  Mr.  Andrews,  which  accompanies 
las  to  us ;  we  cannot  help  rcticcting  that  un- 
leie  the  friends  to  reform  stand  by  and  suc- 
ee«r  each  other,  tliey  cannot  hope  for  suo- 
fees ;  and  we  therefore  indulge  ourselves  with 
the  hope,  that  yuur  society  wiii  liuuk  tliis 
«odety  at  Stockport  deserving  their  attenlioo, 
and  give  them  their  maotim,  advice^aiidaop. 
porL 

-  IlavingdeBethts,  we  have  m^StM  our 

consciences,  and  ha<-ten  to  conclude,  only  re- 
ouesting  leave  to  add,  that  in  addressing  our 
laet  letter  to  your  society,  we  protest  tliat  wc 
bad  no  idea  we  should  give  offence ;  we  are 
thoroughly  convinced  noiliing  but  the  most 
]>eriect  and  general  uuamuuty  can  ever  en- 
title the  friends  of  freedom  to  expect  suceees 
nzainM  the  formidaUe  host  of  enemies  with 
wlufih  they  haw  to  cai>|y»ii^  imdtf  this  ceo- 


victim  we  b»«e  eamel  eur  feelings  u  mea  to 

give  place  to  our  duties  as  citizeru ;  one  veiy 
future  occasion  that  may  ofl'er,  we  shall  take 
care  to  give  your  society  the  earliest  informar 
tioa  of  any  matter  arising  within  our  know- 
ledge, which  we  think  may  be  important  and 
necessary  fur  them  to  be  made  acquainted 
with,  for  the  general  good;  at  the  same  time 
assuring  you,  that  from  otirselves,  and  on  our 
own  account  you  need  nut  he  under  appre> 
hension  of  aiqr  farther  intnision';  we  would 
indeed  ask  pefdon  for  that  Fe  have  already 
niade^  only  that  we  conceive,  according  to 
every  fair  criterion  of  judgement,  we  ms^y 
justly  say  the  crime  has  carried  the  punislk* 
ment  alone  with  it.  We  are,  &c.  witn  great 
respect,  lellow-ciiueas,  your's  most  sinoerelj 
assucht 

•*  The  EniTORs  or  the  Patbiqt»** 
Addressed,    D.  iidamS)  ftsf^  Secretary 
to  the  Society  for  ConstittttieiiBl  In* 
formation, Tooke's  court, Chailfeiy 

lane,  London." 

Mr.  Bomr. — We  will  now  read  a  letter  that 
was  inclosed  m  the  letter  which  has  beenjusi 

read. 

Mr.  MacUan.^l  found  thit  vanDg  Mr* 

Adams's  papers. 

[It  was  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  antl^  Vul.  t4,  p.  ?9&^1 

[The  following  entries  were  read  from  the 
books  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  In* 
formatiDBs} 

'I  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Consi}-. 

tutionai  Information,  held  at  the  Crown  aad 

Anchor  tjkwar«w  ^^^od,  irridsy,  Noyeinber  9w 

1792, 

«  Paisimv 

Mr.  Fkost  m  the  chair, 

«'  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  Bosvillc,  IMr.  Walsh,  Dr, 
Edwards,  Mr.  Honney,  Mr.  J.  Martin,  Mr. 
Sturch,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  Geddes,  colonel 
Keating,  Mr.  Hae,  Mr.  Bakewell,  Mr.  Joyce^ 
Mr.  Ilarluw,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  .SindMUi^ 
Mr.  iiulcruil,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Uiod,Mff. 
Tufiin,  Mr.  M.  Bush,  Mr.  O.  WilUams, Mr. 
A  spinal,  Mr.  Fil^emld. 

"  The  secretary  read  the  letter  frOQ  lh# 
editor  of  the  Patriot,  at  Shefheld. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  corres- 
pondence be  appointed  to  consider  of  and  pro- 
pare  answers  to  all  such  letters  as  are,  or  maj 
be  sent  to  this  society. 

"  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Sturch,  Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Frost,  Mr.  Bonney,  and  |Ar« 
Ilolcroft,  compose  the  said  committee. 

<'  Ordered,  That  the  two  letters  sent  to  this 
society,  from  the  editor  of  the  Patriot,  atShef- 
held,  be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

"  Ata  Meeting  of  the  Society  lor  Coastitu- 
tioBal  Intormatioii,  heU  at  tte  Omm 
Anchor  twwB,BtiiDd.Riday.»yiK>fWiiher. 
U9^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


"  Lord  Soinpill  in  the  chair, 
*Mr.  Bosville,  Mr.  Rae,  Mr.  Hull,  Mr. 
Sharpe,  Mr.  Jeouu^,  Mr.Suttoa,  Mr.  Frost, 
Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  Scwch,  colonM  Kcati&g, 
Mr.  Holcrofl,  Mr  Tiirlow,  Mr.Tuffin,  Mr. 
S^idair,  Mr.  Mar|;arot,  Mr.  WaUs,  Mr. 
Uchter,  Mr.  LUllejohn,  csptain  Peiry^  Mr. 
John  xMartin,  Mr.  Banks,  Mr.  Wiflum^ 
Mr.  Geddes,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Parkinson, 
Mr.  Gerralii,  Mr.  Ilickniaa,  Mr.  Bush,jun. 
lfr.Lockfawt,Mr.Moofc. 

«  BMd  the  nport  of  the  oommittee  6f  cor- 

**  A  letter  was  produced  hy  them,  and  read, 
is  losver  to  ute  editors  of  the  Patriot,  to 
vbich  an  amendment  was  moved,  and  se- 
$mAedj  snd  the  question  being  put  thereon, 
iiM  carried  in  the  affirmative,  and  ordered 
ttM  the  secretary  send  fhe  said  letter  to  the 
effltof  of  the  Patriot,  al  ShrflieM,  lugteA  by 
bin  in  the  name  of  the  society- .'^ 

Vr.  ■befceii.*^  loaiMl  this  prper  in  the 
yesrt^wion  <ft  Mr.  Adams. 

(To  Mr.  WiUiam  Wood/all.)— DoyoahtVieve 
ttpr  part  of  this  letttr  to  be  ef  Mr.  Tooke's 
hsofl-writini;  f — The  words  "  attend  thoM  ef- 
fcrts,"  I  bcHeve  to  be  Tooke's  writing. 

Mr.  TooJce. — Those  words  are  mine. 

[It  was  read.] 
^Fid*  amiii0^  Trial,  anti.  Vol  t4,  page  89D.] 

Mr.  Boarrr. — Having  before  proved  that  the 
London  Corresponding  Society  sent  members 
tsheaflsaciated  %ith  the  liondun  Cunstitu- 
tional  jiocioly,  who  were  accordingfy  admitted 
sod  of  which  members  Mr.  Hardy,  the  secre- 
tny  of  the  London  Corresponding  Society, 
W  one.  1  am  now  going  to  read  a  letter 
htm  Stockport  to  Hardy,  as  secretary  of  the 
IJBdon  Correspunding  Socictv. 

(2*e  Mr.  LaiMini.)— Where  ^id  you  find  that 
P^>w  '—I  found  it  in  Mr.  Hardy's  house. 

(Letter  from  Stockport,  signed  P.  W.  Frost,  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Hardy,  indorsed,  "  Stockport, 
Frieodsof  Univernl  Peace  and  the  Rights 
of  Man,  received  Q7\h  of  September,  1792, 
answered  luh  ofOctobeTf  aod  seal  a  copy 
of  the  address,"  read.] 

Hr.  Crdune.— Answered  by  Mr.  Hariij'  ? 
Mr.  BoMT.— Yes. 


IFUf  Hm^'s  TVial,  mI2,  Vol.  S4,  p.  388  ] 

Hr.  Bwpgr. — We  ate  now  going  to  read  a 

leiur  fn.in  Norwich. 

Mr.  Lauzun. — I  found  these  papers  in 
Btfdy's  house. 

[Letter  from  M.  Mari;arot  to  Mr.  Joseph 
Ueamer,  secretary  to  the  Friends  of  Uni- 
versal Peace  and  the  Rights  of  Man  .Society, 
i>i»ckiHtft»  dated  London,  October  11th. 

£«deUardy^  Trial,  untl,  Vol.  24,  p.  38»3 


[LAttn-  firom  KTorw'ich  to  TlMite»  Haidy, 

signed  George  Kuapp,  Isaac  Saint,  and  An* 
thony  Caddewould,  dated  November  11th. 
UMyiead.] 

[VUe  Hardy's  Trial,  ea^«  Vol     p.  SM.] 

[Letter  flwa  IL  tfatgaiot,  in  sum  W 
the  last,  dated  November  mh^  tm^  (ft- 

duced.J 

Mr.  JJ/'s/cinr.— This  has  been  read  before. 

Mr.  Botocr. — It  has. 

Mr.  Erskine. — I  ^rnli  your  lordship  to  un- 
derstand that  I  do  not  mean  what  I  am  now 
saymg,  in  the  shi^  of  aa  ojMeclioa.  Jkm 
paper  was  read  anunst.  Mr.  Midy,  beeiiiiQ 

It  was  fouiKl  in  his  possession ;  and  it  is  a 
draft  of  an  answer  which  he,  Mr.  Hardy,  wae 
supposed  to  have  meditated  to  »ead  to  a  letter 
written  to  hiBi4  but  eshstt  ninnyhl  of 
law,  of  evidence,  or  of  coBimon  sense,  it  Ota 
be  read  upon  this  occasion,  I  know  not. 

Lord  Chief  J4istice  E^e^U  was  read  ai 
evidence  against  Mr.  Ilardj'. 

Mr.  Jinkincj^i^  is  Aot  now  be£»in  lh# 
Cbw^he  is  aeqoiMed. 

Lord  Chief  .Tustice  £yrc.— Certainly  he  is 
not ;  but  as  a  person  concerned  in  this  tnaii9> 
action,  the  cuilt  of  which  is  imputed  to  the 
prisoner  al  iTie  bar. 

Mr.  Erskine, — Can  yotir  lordship  consider 
this  as  ao^  euilt  as  connected  with  a  petsoo 
nowaequittMl? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  J^rc.  — Tlis  acquittal  of 
his  share  makes  no  difference  in  the  trans- 
atflion;  the  jury  hasve  thought  it  right  to  say 
he  was  not  guilty  :  this  goes  to  the  whole  ger 
ncral  plan  of  the  evidence ;  there  are  twd 
distinct  parts,  one  to  the  general  plan,  and  thp 
other  to  the  particular  facts. 

Mr.  Erskine— I  perfectly  anderstand  tha 
Court :  I  uni  sati!>fied. 

[Letter  signed  M.  Mai^arot  read.] 

{Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  ante,  Vol.  24,  p.  393.] 

Mr.  lioiier. — This  seems  to  tinish  the  writ- 
ten evidence,  we  offer,  ofthc  year  1792  ;  and 
your  lordships  will  understand  we  are  now  go* 
ing  to  read  an  entry  from  Uie  hook  of  the  So- 
ciety lur  Constitutional  Intormatiou,  on  tiie 
18th  of  JuMry,  1798. 

[It  was  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  antcy  Vol.  24,  page  540] 

[A  rough  draft  of  the  above  entry  shown  to 
Mr.  William  Woodfall.J 

Mr.  Perceval. — In  wIjosc  hand-writing  are 
these  words : — "  A  member  of  the  National 
Convention  of  France  being  considered  by  us 
as — "  ? — I  believe  them  to  be  Mr.  llorne 
Tooke*a. 

Mr.  7eo^.— That  is  my  hand-writing. 

[Tlic  following  entries  were  read  firom  the 
i>  <nks  of  the  Sode^  forOMMAitutional  In- 
tonnalion:]  •  *  • 
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**  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  held  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  1  nday,  Jan.  26th> 

Haiti's  TVH        Vol  94,  p.  540.] 

**A\%  Meeting  of  the  Sodetj  held  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  tsven,  Stnuid,  Fiiday, 

Pebruary  1st,  1793." 

[Fide  Hardy  's  Trial,  onU^  Vol.  94,  p.  540.] 

Jm^A  JMoffe,  sworn.— Ktamine^by 
Mr.  Law. 

Did  you  receive  these  three  papers  as  the 
Moniteurs  of  the  (uurth,  sixth,  anu  seventh  of 
January,  1793  ?— Yes. 

Mv.  Ef  skinc-^hcy  arc  the  suoe  we  had 
upon  the  last  trial,  1  suppose  i 

Mm.  Bomer^Tmy  are. 

Defcq^.— These  are  the  original  papers, 
which  were  imported  from  Paris,  as  I  ex> 
pressed  when  I  was  here  before.* 

Shortly  ai\er  the  time  when  they  respec- 
tively hear  date  ? — Tffey  were  received  within 
&ve  or  six  daySf  I  suppose,  of  the  Paris  date ; 
thcj  were  imported  at  I  me&tioiied  bdore. 

Jotrph  DcbofJ'r  cross-examtned  by  Mr.  Tooke. 

These  three  papers  you  sold  i — I  cannot  as- 
ccrlaiii  vbelber  tney  eame  out  of  my  shop,  or 

not;  but,  at  the  ?imc  time,  I  can  ascertain 
thai  they  are  the  real  Paris  ppers  . 

VMfe  you  any  of  the  Momtcur  of  this  date  ? 
->I  have  had  a  great  many. 

Did  you  sell  a  great  many?^I  have  sold  as 
niaiiy  as  I  had  regular  sub^ribers  for  :  I  was 
not  in  the  habit  <»*  sellinz  papers  loosely,  but 
such  noblemen  and  gentlemen  as  subscribed 
re^larly,  I  had  the  honour  of  serving  thera 
with  reeuiarity.  I  have  sold  some  hundreds 
in  reBUiar  connexions,  from  thr  !icginningof 
the  Monitcur,  down  lo  the  time  when  the 
commuiucation  was  totally  stopped. 

How  long  httfe  you  been  out  of  priion  ?— 
M  ■     •  * 


upon 
every 


e  in  prison 


f 


1  ask  you     Never  in  my  Ufe. 
Have  not  you  been  prosecuted  f«^Never  in 

my  life. 

Nor  threatened  to  be  prosecuted? — No. 

When  were  you  first  applied  to  to  come  here 
upon  this  ooeasionr->*I  wasmbponaedtoap* 
pear  here. 

Were  not  you  frightened  f—l  did  not  know 
what  I  should  be  simpcenaed  for. 

But  you  thought  you  had  done  no  crime? 
conscience  is  clear ;  I  liad  nothing  to 
reproach  myself  with. 

Xou  thoir^ht  it  n  safr  thing  to  sell  these 
papws  r — Yes,  wlulc  itie  i'ost-officesold  them, 
and  several  of  the  shops  sold  then,  as  well  as 
me,  having  pud  the  regular  dnty  at  the  Cus- 
tom-house. 

And  others  did  the  same  ?— Yes. 

And  joo  never  were  afraid  of  the  cottse> 

*  See  tlie  examination  of  tins  witness  on  the 
Trial  of  XhooiiS  Hardy,  mli  Vol.  U,  p.  Ml. 


quence  at  all  ? — I  was  never.  I  looked 
it  the  law  was  to  save  mc  the  same  ah 
body  else. 

Thiat  the  law  would  protect  yon? — Not  me 
in  particular  ;  it  it  would  protect  me,  it  would 
protect  others ;  therefore,  the  people  of  iht 
Post-officc  ilioiiUl  he  ptinisJicd. 

Mr.  Tooke. — You  are  a  very  honest  man. 

Mr.  WHtimH  iroodif<i/l.---I  beg  pardon  for  a 
moment ;  as  the  witness  is  afort  igiicr  here,  I 
beg  leave,  as  an  amicus  curia^  to  say  that  he 
lived  formerly  with  me,  and  is,  as  Mr.  Tooke 
has  1  cist  denominated  him,  a  very  honest  man 
indeed. 

[Mr.  Huskis^on  drhvercd  into  Court  English 
translations  ot  the  extracts  from  the  Moni* 
teurs  produced.^ 

Mr.  Enkine, — Tnis  is  notreading  any  thing 

out  of  the  books  of  the  Constitutional  Society. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  JEyre.— -They  are  pas- 
sages in  these  papeis  which  that  society  re- 
commended for  perusal. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — And  thry  rciolved 
that  that  resolution  should  be  published  lu  the 
newspapers. 

[English-  translations  of  extracts  from  tiM 

speeches  of  Barr^re,  St.  Andr^  amlRoww 

land,  were  read.] 

[  Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  anti.  Vol.  U,  p.  549.3 

[The  following  entries  were  read  from  the 
book  of  iha  Society  for  Constitutional  .Ia> 
fimnationi] 

"  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Consti- 
tutional Information,  at  the  Crown  and  An* 
chor  tavern,  Friday,  ivith  March,  1793, 

"Captain  iuukc  II  irwuud  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  Bahnaimo,  Mr.  hydd,  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr. 
Martin,  Mr.  Fasaekerly,  count  Zenobio^ 

Mr.  Sharpc,  Mr.  J.  Williams,  Mr.  Bonnev, 
Mr.  Symonds,  Kev.  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Uol* 
croft,  Mr.  Swainson,  Mr.  Banks,  lord  Seoa* 
pill,  I\Ir.  Wills,  Mr.  Parkiuon,  Mr.  Bailex> 

Mr.  1  rost,  Mr.  Wilhams. 


u 


!Mr.  Oay,  of  Duke-street,  St.  Jame9*8, 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  Tooke,  and  seconded  by 
Mr.Bonney." 

Mr.  Tooke.— 1%  there  a  Chnstiaa  name  to 
that  Mr.  Gay? 
Mr.  MeAM.^There  is  no  Christian  name. 
"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  society 
be  ^iven  to  Joel  Barlow  and  John  Frost,  for 
their  conduct  in  the  presentation  of  the  ad> 
dress  of  this  Society  to  the  National  Conven- 
tion of  France ;  ana  that  Mr.  Frost  be  assured 
that  our  regard  for  hira  is  not  lessened  but 
increased  by  the  prosecutions  and  peraecu- 
tions  which  his  faithtn!  m  l  due  dischai;geof 
that  commission  may  bnug  upon  him. 

Ordered,  That  this  resolution  be  pub . 
lisbed  in  the  new^pcrs.*^ 

«  At  .  a  Meeting  of  iheSodilj  for ' 
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tDtiooal  InlbraMlkm,  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  ttfrem,  Stmnd^  Friday,  S9d  March, 
1793, 

*«  FkB»nrr, 

*•  Mr.  Symonds  in  tfie  chair, 

"  Sir.  1  rosl,  Mr.  IIull,  count  Zenohio,  Mr. 
Tflol^  Mr.  Wills,  lord  ScmpUl,  Mr.  Bun- 
ncy,  Mr.  Kydd,  Mr.  Sale  hell,  Mr.  John 
Martin,  Mr.  Ansell,  Mr.  Holcroft,  Mr. 
Balinanno,  capt.  T.  Harwood,  Mr.  Parkin- 
son, Mr.  J.  NS'iIliains,  Dr.  Kentish,  Mr* 
Margaret,  Mr.  Hardy, 

^  Read  a  letter  ^om  the  London  Corres- 
ponding Society,  containing  tfaw  resolutions, 
excluding  Mr.  Grant  and  Mr.  Littlejohn  from 

that  society:  and  consequently,  that  they 
caonot  any  lunger  sit  iti  the  Society  lor  Con- 
Kitutional  Information,  as  associated  mem- 
ber* from  the  London  Corre-^ponding  Society. 

**  Kcsulved,  That  the  Loocion  Correspond- 
ing Society  be  requested  to  deet  two  mem- 
Wrs,  •w]\o  \ui\  r  their  confidencp,  to  supply  the 
place)  of  the  asisocialed  members  vacant  by 
their  roiolutioa. 

"  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Margarol  be  re- 
quested to  be  one  of  the  steward  €^  the  an- 
aiversary  dinner. 

"  Mr.  Maigiioty  being  |ff«sent,  accepted 
tile  office. 

*  Mr.  Hard^  expressed  his  readiness  to  ac- 
tuft  of  the  office  m  steward. 

"  Read  a  letter  from  the  United  PoliUcal 
Soaeties  of  Norwich. 

Seaolved,  That  the  considefation  of  the 
md  letter  be  portpoMd  till  the  neit  meeting.** 

Mr.  Macleon.—l  found  this  paper  in  the 

possession  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Attomeif  General. — Tliis  is  a  letter 
dated  the  5th  of  March,  1793,  which  is  men- 
tioned in  llie  proceedings  of  the  Con.stltulional 
Society,  on  the  of  March — it  is  a  letter 
fion  the  Uidled  PoBtical  Societies  at  Nor- 
widb,  to  1 1 1  r  Constitutional  Sr  c  i  e  t  y  in  Londoo^ 
upon  the  project  of  a  Convrniion. 

^he  following  entries  were  read  from  the 
book  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  In- 
fonnaiioni] 

*  At  i  Meeting  of  the  Society,  at  the  Crown 
and  Aochot  tavern,  Stiand,  Fndajr,  March  99, 

[Tide  iiardy's  Trial,  antk,  Vol.  '24,  p.  549.] 

"  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society,  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  Stiano,  Friday, 
April  ^1798.'^ 

\Vii»  Havdy'iTkial,  mal.  Vol.  94,  p.  MO.] 

"  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  at  the  Crown 
and  Anchor  tavern,  Friday,  April  19,  1793." 

IVuU  Uacdjr's  1^  mwti.  Vol.  M,  p. 

Mr.  Attorney  General, — Refer  Lack  to  the 
t9th  of  March,  when  it  was  deferred^  was 
Ifr.Tooke  preaeat  thenf 

VOL.  3av. 


A.  D«  vm.  [IM 

Mr.  Mettwi.— He  was  not. 

Mr.  Ertftme^You  mean  hit  name  is  not  ui 

the  book. 

Mr.  AUomeif  Oeiurul^X  always  mean, 

present,  as  aj>pc:irs  by  the  book— was  he  pre- 
sent upon  the  SSd,  when  it  appears  by  the 
book  to  lie  deferred  f 

Mr.  Abefton. — Yes,  he  was. 

Mr.  Attornetf  General. — We  will  now  read 
the  letter  of  tnu  ^ih  ol  March^  from  liie  United 
Pofiiical  Societies. 

[It  was  read.] 

[Fid'eHardy's  Trial,  ante,  Vol.  2-J,  p.  548.J 

Thmoi  Wffgttaffe  sworn. — Examined  bjr  Mr. 
Attorney  General. 

T.uok  at  that  paper  (ihoijcing  it  to  the  wit* 
nts<).  Did  you  ever  hnd  that  paper  in  any 
place  ? — Yes,  at  Isaac  Saint'-s,  at  Norwich. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  will  now  call 
Maelean,  to  prove,  that  he  found,  in  the  pos* 
session  of  .Mr.  Adams,  a  draft  of  a  letter, 
which  ^our  lordship  will  afterwards  find  ia 
copied  into  this  letter  found  at  Saint's,  at 
Norwich,  by  Wagstafie. 

Mr  ^hu•ll^Hn.—\  found  this  paper ^in  the 
posscsbiuu  ul  Mr.  Ad;iiub. 

[It  was  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  nutf.  Vol.  24,  p.  551.J 

Mr.  Daniel  Adams  again  called. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— Look  at  that;  is 
that  your  haM-wriUng,  and  was  it  tent  to 

Norwich,  in  consequence  of  the  resolution  of 
the  !?th  of  April,  1793,  which  appears  in 
yoai  buok  ? — it  is  my  hand-writing,  and  it 
was  sent  to  Mr.  Saint,  at  Norwich. 

Was  it  sent  in  consequence  of  a  resolution 
of  the  lath  of  Ajpril,  1793 :  "  llesoived,  That 
the  said  answer  be  sent  by  the  secretary  to 
tlie  secretary  of  the  said  societies"?— Yes. 

That  is  tlie  letter  that  was  written,  is  it?-* 
It  is. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — It  is  a  precise  ropy 
with  the  signature  of  Mr.  Adama^  of  thatdrali 
which  has  been  read. 

I  proceed  now  to  read  a  letter  of  the  17lh 
of  May,  1793,  from  Margarot  and  Hardy,  who 
were  both  associated  members  of  the  Consti- 
tutional Society,  to  the  secretary  of  the  So-, 
ciety  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  at  £din-  ■ 
burgb. 

Mr.  loatiNiw— This  is  one  of  the  leltm  I 
foond  in  Mr.  Haidy's  house. 

[It  was  read.] 

[FmIs  Hardy's  IVial,  miU,  VoL  94,  p.  407.] 

Mr.  Attorney  Generml^TbVB  is  a  letter 

from  Skirvin;^,  in  •an<^wer  lo  that  letter,  the 
draft  of  whici)  your  lordships  have  heard  read. 
( To  Mr.  Xeanm.^  Did  you  find  this  paper  any 

where  ? 

Mr.  iMUiun, — X  found  tlus  paper  at  Mr. 
Uan^s  house. 
O 
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[It  wisrewL] 

[ndt  Hai^y*s  Trial*  unii.  Vol.  94»  p.  408.] 

(The  following  entry  was  read  from  the  book 
of  the  Socie^  forConstUutiooal  Xnfonna* 

tion  :J 

"  At  a  Meeting;  of  the  Society  for  Consti- 
tuiiooai  Informaiion,  held  at  tlte  Crown  and 
Aoebor  tiveni,  StnoA,  ftidaj,Jtiiw  S8, 1793, 

"  Present, 
"  Mr.  Sharpe  in  the  chair, 

*  Mr.  Walker  (Manchester),  Mr.  Bonnev,  Mr. 
Martin,  rev.  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Parkinson, 
Mr.  Chatfield,  Mr.  J.  Williams,  Mr.  Banks, 
Mr.  Wardle,  Mr.  Yorke,  Mr.  ^V■1t!^  Mr. 
Campbell,  Mr.  G.  Williams,  Mr.Margarot, 
Mr.  J,  H.Took«»  Dr.  Bedhead,  Mr.  Hoi. 

"  Rr<;o1rcd,  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
Mioted  to  prepare  au  Addxess  to  the  British 

**  Resolved,  That  Mr.Tooke  and  Mr.  Yorke 
be  requested  to  pre]Nure  the  said  Address." 

Mr.  Attorney  Genfral  —llaiVing  rearl  t\  let- 
ter from  the  United  Societies  of  Norwich,  to 
the  CooatitiitioDal  Society  in  Loodoo,  with 

their  nnswrr  relative  to  a  convention,  iir  an 
Address  to  the  l*^iQ£i  i  am  now  going  to  read 

•  letter  from  the  FMitieal  Society  at  Norwich, 
to  the  secretary  of  the  London  Corresponding 
Society,  relative  to  the  same  ol^|ect3»  meaning 
to  lead  the  answer  presently. 

Mr,  LmtunA—When  did  jou  find 
these  papers     In  Mr.  Uaidjr'a  bouM. 

[Letter  from  the  Political  Societies  at  Nor- 
wich, to  the  secretary  of  the  Ix)ndon  Cor- 
responding Society;  indofted.  *  received 
the  tdth  June,  1799^*'  tvid.] 

(Fids  Haidy'i  Trial,  Mlj;  Vol.  94»  f,  4tl.] 

Mr.  Attorney  Otmtr€^4 — ^I  will  now  read 

the  draft  of  an  answer  lo  thr  hst  Inter  from 
Ma^rut  and  Hardy,  dated  the  %b\h  of  July, 

ptwaaread.] 
[yHi  Hardjra  Trill,  ami,  VoL  U,  p.  41t.] 

Mr.  JMSielsaii^I  found  this  paper  in  the 

JKWsession  of  Mr.  Adam?; 

Mr.  AHomey  Genera/.— This  is  a  letter 
ftOB  Calender,  at  Sdlnburgh,  to  Haidj,  dated 
Oetdier»»1798. 


[Itwaaread.] 

[Fids Bar^y^a Trial, aafi,  Vd.f«kp.4fM 

[The  following  entricf  were  read  fiwn  the 
bor    1 1  the  Society  ibr CanaliltilioiMlIn- 

formation :] 

**  At  a  MeHing  of  the  Society  forConsli- 
tutiooal  lolotmatKfD,  at  the  Crown  and  Au- 

dHrtmia|OelQbtt«Nb,  1798.** 


Tria  qfMM  Honm  7aolr  IM 

[Fidir  Hardy'k  Trial,  mUi,  Vol.  t4,  p.  ftML] 

"  At  an  Extraordinary  General  Meeting  of 
the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information,  at 
the  Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  October  88U>, 
1798." 

[Fidir  Han|y*a  Trial,  ami.  Vol  U,  ^  555.] 

"Mr.  Attorney  General  to  Mr.  William  Scott, 
— Where  did  you  find  tltese  papers  ?  ( showing 
tk€m  to  the  wttaeis^.— Among  papers  taken 
out  of  the  custodv  of  Skirving,  at  Edinburgh, 
they  are  intituled,  "Scroll  of  Minutes  of  Um 
British  Convention." 

Mr.  TWAe;— If  I  am  wrong  yonr  lordship 
will  stop  roe  in  a  minute;  but  if  by  that  mi- 
nute I  have  a  chance  of  saving  you  an  hour 
yoo  will  notbhune  mt  for  having  made  tho- 
attempt.  The  prosecutors  have  proved  by 
their  uwn  %vilnes8,  that  though  my  name  ap- 
pears in  the  book  on  the  35th  of  Octobor, 
when  the  motion  was  made  for  an  extraor- 
dinary meeting  on  the  28lh,  that  T  wa^  cer- 
tainly not  present,  there  being  a  strung  cir- 
cumatanoa  which  enabled  the  witness  to  re- 
member my  absence  on  that  day.  On  tbn 
98lh  of  October,  he  likewise  proves  tlial  I 
waa  not  present,  and  on  that  osy  my  oamo 
docs  not,  though  it  nndit,  have  appeared  in 
the  book,  notwitlutandiog  my  being  absent; 
—but  will  it  then  bo  fit  or  proper  that  imoa 
my  trial,  having  first  of  all  proved  by  their 
own  w!tnes5,  ihnt  I  not  only  v.i'^  altsent  when 
thi»  aiotiua  wa:^  made,  and  uli  tiiat  followed 
in  conscqueneeof  it,  but  that  I  waa  likewiao 
exceedingly  averse  from  it,  very  angry  at  it, 
and  sufferM  much  abuse  in  consequei^ e  of 
that  difl^venee  of  opinloiK— will  it  be  fit  (per- 
haps it  may  he  consonant  with  the  rest  or  the 
proceeding  that  those  very  actions  and  mea- 
sures, wh^  neat  of  all  I  otsapproved,  ahouM 
be  read  to  the  jury,  who  may,  perhaps,  forgjct 
that  circumstance  while  they  are  reading  it, 
or  recollect  some  unpleasant  circumstances 
while  it  may  be  read  ?— Wall  it  be  fit  that  the 
measures  which  I  appear  most  particularly 
and  distinguishingly  to  disapj^rove,  should  bo 
read  to  the  ju^in  order  to  criminate  me  ? 

Mr  7.f;rr. — ^The  approbation  of  Mr  Tooke 
to  the  measure  of  this  convention,  is  contain- 
ed in  a  ndmite  of  the  17th  of  January,  179i, 
when  he  was  in  the' chair. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — The  wh«lc  plan 
of  the  trial  requires  that  we  should  admit  this 
as  evidence  of  a  part  of  the  general  trans- 
action— at  the  same  time  it  certainly  will  not 
be  forgotten,  that  as  to  the  particular  circum- 
stances of  aendii^  delegates ;  in  the  first 
place,  you  were  absent  when  the  delegates 
were  appointed— in  the  next  place,  as  tar  as 
your  opinion  could  be  eollectMi,  you  were 
against  scndir.i;  those  delegates:  hut  nut  only 
will  It  he  to  be  read,  because  it  makes  a  part 
of  the  general  transaction  charged  as  a  con- 
spiracy, but  it  mav  also  be  read  upon  the 
groimii  last  oponed^namely,  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  tint  Convention  were  afterwards 

approved  of  in  fht  ConaliUitioiial  Socialj,  iiift 
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that  part  of  the  minutes  may  be  personally 
Itroughl  home  to  you. 

Mr.  Tooke.—l  beg  pardon  then— as  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  the  reading  this,  and  en- 
deavouring to  apply  this  to  me,  is  cxtrcniely 
useful  to  ote;  my  defence  for  objectiog  ii^  X 
did  it  to  save  the  time  of  the  Court 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre, — You  will  do  right 
to  flake  evaj  uie  tbftt  JON  <aa  poaaiUy  aim 
ofit 

rSitntett  from  the  proceedings  of  theCoii> 
veatMO  at  Edinburgh  icadsj 

«  GoBventum  Hill,  Novvmber  1703« 

"  flAhDiy't  Sitting.** 

{fUt  SIdrving's  Cm«^  aiiU,  Vol.  9^  p.  410.] 

•  Conveation  Hall,  November  Wdi,  t79S, 

««  Nintli  Du>'i5  bittiRg." 

(Fiie  Skirving's  Case,  ant^.  Vol.  23,  p.  43-2.] 

«  Convention  Hall,  hrst  year  of  the  Bntish 
CoaTCDtion,  39th  of  November,  1798, 

^  Tenth  Day's  Sitting." 
{Vide  Skirving's  Case,  unti,  Vol.  23,  p.  454.] 
M  CooveatiuB  Uali,  November  30th,  1793. 

**  Eleventh  Day's  Sitting." 
{FUtMdrviog'sCase,  anti,  Vol.  93,  p.  436.] 

^  GaoventaoaHal],  Moodigry  Deoember 
tn$,  tint  JMT  of  thft  Britbb  CoamtkML 

ifUeBMi^BCut,  €na,  VoL  191^  f.  488,] 
«  Edinburgh,  Dccamber  4tb, 
«  FoitfleeBtli  Sitting  of  the  Blitish  Con* 


\rtd$  SUrvio^t  CaM,  m^,  VoL  93,  p.  449.] 

Mr.  Bnkine. — ^Now,  do  indulge  iis  with 
mding  that  which  wc  had  before  about  the 
four  pounds  raised,  and  the  two  bad  shillings, 
—the  national  bank— and  also  the  manner 
in  which  the  convention  was  dispersed. 

Ckrk  <ifArrttigru. — I  do  not  know  where 

Mr.  Er*A/n<.— Then  find  it,  sir ;  I  beg  you 
wiil.  I  am  ia  no  buny  about  iu  1  will  wait 
till  it  is  found. 

Mr.  SoUcUor  General.— The  proceedings 
of  the  Convention  do  not  contain  anytbmg 
about  liic  dispersion  of  the  Convention. 
Mr.  Enkine.— It  was  read  last  time. 
Air.  Solicitor  Genera/.— What  you  allude  to 
was  a  letter  from  Mr.  Margarot :  the  money 
leoUodod,  I  bdievo,  in  the  fimrth  day's 


JL  D.  1791.  (\^ 

[The  following  entries  were  read  fiooi  the 
book  of  the  Sociely  £>r  ConilitMlbnal  In- 
fbrmstioD :] 

"  At  3  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Consli- 
Uitionai  Information,  heid  at  the  Crown  and 
AnciMr  tsnm^  Stnnd,  Friday,  Jannaiy  1001, 
ITU, 

PR1.SE  NT, 

Mr.  Banks  in  the  chair, 

"  Mr.  Horne  Tookc,  Mr.  J.  Pearson,  Mr. 
Williams,  Mr.  Bonney,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Mr. 
Sinclair,  Mr.  Wills,  Mr.  Hull,  count  Zeno- 
bi«^  Mr.  J.  Williams,  Mr.  Holcroft,  Mr. 
Campbell  (Neckmger),  Mr.  Wardle,  Mr. 
CluiiiiBld,  Mr.  Wddon,  Mr.  Hanitoii,  Mr. 
ParUntonyMr.Biitt. 

*  Resolved,  That  the  important  letter  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Sinclair,  the  delegate  from 
this  society  to  the  Convention  at  Edinburgh, 
and  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  that  Con- 
N  oiiiiun,  be  taken  into  consider  ition  on  Friday 
next,  and  that  a  general  meeiiag  ui  the  so- 
ciety be  called  for  that  purpose. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  fesolutioO 
be  published  u  the  newspapers. 

**  At  a  MeetJBg  of  the  Society  for  Consti- 
tutional Information,  at  the  Crown  and  An- 
chor tavern,  btraad,  Friday,  January  ITtb^ 
1794." 

IVideBatifMTin^Mti,  VoLS4»p.  <58.1 

Mr.  IMbcw— 1  beg  that  the  account  of  the 

last  meeting  mav  be  read  over  again,  because 
it  appears  so  difi'erenliy  from  the  printed  re- 
port-the  onlv  intelligence  that  I  couW  fiot- 
sibly  have  till  this  moment— I  beg  that  those 
resolutions  may  be  read— when  I  proposed  a 
question  to  my  lord  chief  justice,  whether 
ttie  proceedings  of  the  British  Conventioii 
should  be  rend — it  was  staled  that  an  ap- 
probation would  be  found  afterwards  in 
the  society's  boolcaof  those  proceedings.  I 
do  not  mean  to  impute  it  to  the  gentleman 
whoever  did  so  state,  for  be  might  mistake, 
not  recollect  every  thing  in  the 


[It  was  read.] 
«  Edinburgh,  aist  November,  1793.'* 
{m  aarffiai'iCafl^  aii<^  VoL  »», p.  433.] 


and  as  I  cannot  .^-^  ^  

books,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  this  gen- 
tleman, who  wa?  not  in  the  society,  should.-* 
It  was  slated  by  the  counsel  for  tlie  crown, 
at  the  time  I  proposed  the  question,  whether 
it  would  be  fit  To  read  the  proceedirigs  of  the 
British  Convention,  since  their  own  witnesses 
have  ptoved  that  1  bad  nothing  to  do  with  it, 
but  opposed  it  — it  wa^  ^^taledas  a  reason  for 
reading  them,  that  it  would  afterwards  appear 
from  the  books,  that  I,  together  with  other 
membcnrs,  had  appiofed  of  the  pioceedinge  of 
the  CoTivpntion. 

Now  liiese  l<ist  resolutions  prove  most 
clearly,  from  the  very  part  of  the  pro«»ccdings 
of  the  society,  which  was  stated  as  the  reason 
for  reading  the  proceedings  of  the  British 
Convention,  that  instead  of  an  approbation 
being  given  by  me  (unle'^?  I  have  nns  hp:ird 
it)  it  appeared  that  as  soon  as  those  rcsuiu- 
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tioDS  came  to  b«  pro(K)8ed,  Mr.HonieTooice, 
who  was  in  the  chair  till  then,  quitted  the 

chair  in  the  mlHst  of  rc-.idino;  the  resolutions, 
aad  that  Mr.  Genald  touk  liie  chair,  uod  Uiea 
^ame  tUe  approbation  of  IhoM  proceedings 
which  \eiy  well  nii^^ht  come,  because  he  was 
a  par|^"  •»  l!>u?^e  proceedings. 

So  far  from  proving  an  approbation  of  the 
proceedings,  they  pruve  that  that  which  was 
suied  as  a  cau^e  tor  reading  tbem,  should  not 
have  been  so  stated.  I  beg  that  I  may  not 
be  supposed  tu  mean  to  cast  any  imputation 
upon  the  gentleman,  who  made  the  mistake, 
I  mean  no  such  thingjeast  of  all  to  the  gen- 
tleman whom  I  now  understand  to  have  stated 
it,  for  I  have  the  utmost  respect  for  him,  and 
I  have  it  ror  all  tltc  geutlemen.  I  beg  those 
reaolutioos  may  be  raid  over  a^ain,  and  then 
the  Court  and  ittry  will  sec  that  just  before  the 
approbation  of  those  proceedings  came,  I 
quitted  the  chair,  and  another  person  look  it. 

Lord  Chief  Ju-ticf:  I'yte. — It  is  fit  thai  the 
observation  slioutd  be  made,  and  that  the 
paper  be  read  again  to  see  whether  it  is 
founded. 

"Mr.  Attornri)  General. — Your  lordship  will 
do  me  tlie  jii-iu  (j  to  say  1  was  not  the  {person 
who  made  the  ubservation^and  I  wish  to 
add,  that  if  I  had  been  the  person  who  made 
it,  I  certainly  sitould  have  made  the  observa- 
tion upon  a  great  many  more  prooee^Bgithaii 
this. 

Mr.  Laxo. — There  is  no  notice  taken  of  who 
was.iu  the  cliair,  but  that  Mr.  Tookc  was  in 
the  chair  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting,  and 
there  is  this  re«ohttion — *♦  Resolved  that  we 
approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  British  Conven- 
tion." Upon  the  t  ice  of  that  proceeding 
there  is  nothing  to  induce  one  to  believe  there 
had  been  a  change  in  the  chair. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Read  that  again. 

Mr.  Solicitar  General. — Read  die  leaolu* 
tionsof  the  lOthand  the  17th. 

Mr.  TStcke.—!  call  for  those  resolutions 
only  ofthel7tb.  which  plainly  show,  if  books 
can  show  any  thing,  that  imtnedicitely  before 
the  resolutions  were  moved  approving  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  British  Convention,  I  in- 
stantly ouitted  thf^  r\r\\\,  in  the  middle  of  the 
strinz  ofresolutioub,  aud  another  person  took 
my  place. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  F.yre.—\  wish  thatto  be 
read  that  I  may  take  a  note  ot  it. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  am  very  desirous 
that  it  may  be  read. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — I  want  to  know 
where  it  is  that  the  circumstance  of  Mr, 
Took's  leaving  the  chair  first  appears — Is  it 
immediately  after — "  Resolved  that  those  who 
imitate  his  example  d^ervc  bis  fate."  i 

Mr.  SheUon.^lt  is. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — At  llic  meeting  on 
the  lOth,  at  which  Mr.  Tooke  was  present,  as 
appears  by  the  hook,  it  was  resolved—"  That 
the  important  leltertt  received  from  Sinclair, 

tlir  delcLMtc  from  thi*-  enriety  to  the  convpn- 
tiou  at  ir^dinburghj  and  lltti  mbbet^WQl  pro-  | 
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ceedings  of  that  eonvenUon,  be  taken  intb 
consideration  on  Friday  next,  and  that  a  gene- 
ral meeting  of  the  society  be  called  for  that 
purpose." — "  Resolved  that  this  be  pubhshed 
m  the  newspapers."  Then  theva  is  the  meet- 
ing o f  rh  n  iftn,  to  which  I  b^your  loidahip'a 
attention. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  do  not  mean  to  be  oaptious; 

but  I  beg  to  know  whether  my  request  ou^^ 
not  fikirly  and  reasonably  to  l>e  complied  with 
and  then  the  attorney  general  to  re-read,  if  he 

thinks  proper,  any  other  resolutions. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.— I  think  that  you 
are  strictly  en  titled  to  have  that  part  of  the 
paper  read  which  you  request  should  be  read, 
anfi  if  any  thing  i-?  thought  necessary  to  be 
read  by  way  ofexplaming  it,  that  the  proper 
time  for  its  being  read  is  afterwards. 

Mr.  Tuoke. — 1  wish  to  have  theninutenid 
from  the  beginning  to  that  place. 

[It  was  read  again.] 

Mr.  Maclean. — I  found  this  paper  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Solkitor  General.— The  last  article  on 
that  day  is — "  Read  a  letter  from  Hardy,  se- 
creta^  to  the  London  Corresponding  Society." 
This  ia  the  letter  from  Hardy :  datml  Jamian- 
lOlh,  17M. 

[It  was  read.] 
[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  aii<^.  Vol.  21,  p  435.] 

[The  fallowing  entry  was  read  from  the 
books  of  the  Society  for  CoosutuUoDai  In- 
formation :] 

At  a  Meeting  of  tiie  Society  for  Coostitii* 

tional  Information,  at  the  Crown  and  An- 
chor tavern,  Strand,  Friday,  Jamiaiy  S^Mlk 

[VUe  Hardy's  Trial,  aura,  Vol.  M,  p.  559.} 

Mr.  Mar  Icon. — I  found  this  paper  in  the 

possession  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  WiiUam  Woo^all.^l  believe  this  to  be 
the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Horne  Tooke. 

Mr.  TtM}ke. — ^This  was  proved  before,  it  i-^ 
an  ironical  prophecy  written  by  me,  untortu- 
nately  and  too  fatally  fulfilled. 

Mr  Aifornn;  General. — I  am  goinc^  to  read 
a  resolution  that  was  entered  in  the  Consti* 
tutjonal  Society's  boolron  the  44th  of  January 
1794,  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Tooke, 

Mr.  Ertkine. — That  is  the  same  thing  ^ou 
have  been  reading ;  you  have  read  it  in  prmt^ 
and  now  you  are  going  tp  read  the  manuscript. 

Mr.  Attornty  General. — No,  I  read  it  from 
the  society's  oaok  ;  my  lord  was  kind  enough 
to  tell  roe  this  morning,  that  when  I  produced 
a  rough  draf\  in  the  hand-writing  of  thr  pri- 
soner, it  was  my  duty  to  read  it;  loilowuig 
^al  advice,  I  am  going  to  read  it 

[The  rough  draft  was  read.] 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— Your  lordship  will 
recollect  I  have  proved  that  Mr.  Martin  was 

proposed  by  Mr  Tooke  ;  I  have  also  proved 
that  Mr.  HurUy  was  an  associated  member  of 
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the  ConstitutioDa]  Sodety  *.  I  un  now  going 
lo  fiove  that  the  address  of  the  London  Cor- 
respood'mi:  Society,  of  the  20th  of  January, 
1794,  IS  that  which  i&  slated  tu  be  "  The  most 
axccllent  Address  of  the  London  Corrcspond- 
iBg  Society," — and  is  the  address  alUided  to  in 
the  reaokilioos  of  the  24th  of  Januai^^  1794, 
m  Mr.  Tooke'*  htodpfmUng,  when  be  tttttn, 
•<  that  the  Corrr  spvudiog Society  bad  deserved 
well  of  their  country." 

Mr.  Too^.— What  the  attorney-general 
itttes  to  be  proved,  I  am  sure  he  thinks  is 
proved,  but  it  i"^  po'^sible  that  he  may  err,  and 
I  thmk  be  docs  now.  or  else  I  do  greatly  ;  I 
imiBibegtbat  the  fae^nning  of  that  last  entry 
Liay  be  read  over  a!:;tin,  to  see  whether  '*  The 
xuwt  excellent  address  of  the  London  Corres- 
poodiaK  Soeiety*'  tefers  to  any  and  what  date. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — It  refers  to  no  date. 
I  am  going  to  call  a  witness  to  prove  that  the 
London  Corre^nding  Society  (Mr.  Martin 
being  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Hardy  ^cretary) 
ptjbhshed  dn  address  upon  the  20th  of  Janu- 
Ary,  1794;  and  I  mean  to  prove  evidence 
ttMt  the  address  which  is  spoken  ot  in  the  re* 
solution?  of  the  24th  of  January,  1794,  is  the 
address  of  the  SOth  of  January,  1794. 

Mr.  34»lw. — ^Do  I  nnderatand  it  rightp— 
llkatyou  f>tate  that  you  mean  to  pruvc  that  ? 

Mr.  Attortuy  Gentrui. — I  shall  prove  it  by 
that  evidence,  which  I  shall  leave  to  the  jury 
upon  the  fact.  I  wish  not  to  be  misunder- 
stood— I  desire  to  say,  and  1  hope  I  do  not  do 
wrong  when  1  tell  you,  once  for  all,  that  when 
I  Hate  that  I  have  proved  any  thinz,  I  mean 
to  my  no  more  than  that  I  have  (mered  evi- 
dence ;  the  effect  of  which  is  for  the  cooside- 
falionofthe  jury. 

>!'  T>.  . — I  hope  I  have  not  hinted  or  in- 
&iDuated  Llic  smallest  idea,  when  I  think  you 
have  ais-italed  any  thing,  but  that  it  is  the 
cflocs nf  crrorf  and  nothing  else . 

Mr.  Attorney  Generat.-^  am  always  obliged 
to  you  when  you  correct  me. 

Jama  DavtdtOHf  swom. — Examined  by 
Mr.  AUorn^  OtnenU, 

Yoa  are  a  printer,  I  beHeve  ? — I  am. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Haidy  or  Mr.  Martin  ?— 
i  know  Mr.  Hardy. 

Wore  you  employed  by  Mr.  Hardy  to  print 
any  thing  before  or  af\cr  the  Suth  of  January 
hst  ? — I  was,  before  the  SOtii  ot  January. 

I^k  at  this  paper  {the  addreu  qf  the  iOth 
itjMmarn  1794) ;  did  you  print  tbia  pamphlet  f 
^Ye?,  I  hrWrv^- 1  did. 

Who  employed  yuii  to  print  it^— Mr.  Thel- 
wall. 

Who  paki  you  for  it}— I  am  not  yet  paid 

Ibr  it. 

Mr.  Attmmey  Gateraf.— I  will  now  prove 
that  Ihb  address  of  the  SOtli  of  January,  1791, 
was  found  in  the  possession  of  the  aecretaiy 
of  the  Constitutional  Society. 

(To  Mr  Maclean)— D'\d  you  fiod  ibts  a^y 
whf  re  ?_Ycs^l  found  it  in  the  posMsiion  of 
Mr.  Adams. 
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[It  was  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  aiui,  Vol.  94, p.  441.] 

Mr.  Attorney  General,'— I  am  now  going 
to  prove  aletter  of  the  S4th  of  January,  1794, 
from  I Tioinas  Hardy,  secretary  to  the  London 
Corresponding  Society,  directed  to  citiien 
Adams;  which  letter  accomraniad  some 
copieaofthe  publicaidoD  which  has  jnst  hem 
read. 

Mr.  JUac^«».~-I  found  this  letter  at  Mr. 
Adams's. 

[It  was  read.} 

"  Citiz  en  A  HAMS ; — T  ordered  by  the 
London  Corresponding  Society  to  transmit  to 
the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information  a 
few  copies  of  their  late  publicati  Mn^^ 

"  Thomas  Uabdy^  secretaiy." 

"  Friday,  Jan.  S4tb,  1794.'' 

Addressed  **  CitiKn  Adam^'' 

Mr  .Attorney  GflMfol.— I  propose  now  to 
read  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Martin,  the  per- 
son who  sii^ns  those  resolutions  as  chatcaDan» 
giving  uu  account  of  their  proceedings. 

Mr.  Williti  i  H  (j/fcfr,  sworn. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — Dui  you  ever  sef 
Mr.  John  Martin  write  ? — I  have. 

Be  <o  ni^d  as  look  :i\  \hat  Irttcr — 1=^  that 

his  hand-wnting  ?—l  believe  it  to  be  his  hand* 
writing. 

[It  was  read.] 

IVide  Hardy's  Trial,  anti.  Vol.  «4,  p.  477.] 

Mt.  Attorney  General. —  I  shall  next  read  a 
letter  of  the  11th  of  January,  170  K  irom 
Thomas  Hardy,  found  in  the  custod>  (  t  Mr. 
.Saint,  at  Norwich,  relative  to  the  intended 
proceedings  of  the  90Ch  of  Januaiy  17M. 

Mr.  Jiswcs  Waltkf  swomw— 'Eiamined  bj 

Mt.  Attorney  General. 

Look  at  that  paper,  and  tf!!  my  lord  and 
the  jury  whether  you  tuund  it,  and  where?— 
I  found  this  naper  in  the  house  of  «  man  of 
the  name  of  Saint,  at  Norwich. 

[It  was  read.] 

[Pafe  Haidyk  Trial,  aitf2.  Vol.  t4»  ^  dSS9 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  am  now  n^oint 
to  prove  a  letter  which  was  likewise  found 
in  the  possesion  of  Mr.  Saint,  dated  the  98th 
of  January,  1T94,  written  by  Thomas  Hardy. 
—This  letter  was  forgotten  to  be  read  on  the 
last  trial. 

Mr.  Walth.--l  found  this  Isttar  at  Mr. 
Saint's  at  Norwich. 

[Itwaaiead.3 

London  9Qtk  Jan.  1794. 
"  Fellow  Citizens On  Friday  last  we  an- 
swered your  letter,  and  acknowledged  at  the 
same  time  the  recmpt  of  your  decbuatlonand 
resolution?,  whirh  we  highly  approve,  ami 
many  ot  which  we  have  disseminaled ;  we 
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send  you  al'Mi  !>oroe  addresses  resolved  upon 
at  our  general  meeting,  and  which  we  hope 
yon  win  also  approve,  and  aiMiier  without 
delay  :  the  times  are  full  of  danger ;  wc  must 
be  mm,  active,  and  unanimous,  or  ali  is  lost 
-«IM»  tunidityt  no  dilatory  weakness,  or  we 
•romidoBeii^Yours,  fur  the  society, 

<•  Thomas  Hardy,  secretary. 

*'  P.  S.  I  have  just  heard  a  report  that 
there  are  messengers  sent  down  to  B&lbui^h 
to  bring  Marearut  and  Sklrving  up  to  Lon> 

don  :  excuse  nasle.  When  you  write  again 
please  to  send  ta  me,  under  cavtr^  lo  the  bamc 
person." 

Addressed,  «  Mr.  WiUiam  Iaws^  Ssint 

Mar7*s,  Norwich." 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— li  is  in  order  now 
that  I  should  offer  to  ^our  lordship  »  witness 

to  prove  the  hand-writing  of  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Theiwall  who  wasan  associated  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Society— >I  mention  it  now 
merely  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  prov- 
ing that  hand-writins.  There  is  anotlier  letter 
ofthe  same  person,  w  nich,  for  ihesame  reason, 
I  beg  your  lordship's  inoulgenoe  to  offer  to- 
morrow roomini^ 

£P\c  following  entry  was  read  from  tlie  IxDoks 
of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  loiorma- 
tion:] 

^  At  e  MeetinKof  the  Society  for  ConsU- 

lultonal  Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  tavern,  Strand,  on  Friday  the  7lh  of 
February,  1794, 

"  Par.SENT, 

*'  Dr.  Kentish  m  Uie  chair, 

Mr.  J.  II.  Tookc,  Mr.  Bonney,  Mr.  Bryant, 
Mr.  Arthur  Blake,  Mr.  Wills,  Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Weldon,  Mr  O.  Williams,  Mr.  Green, 
Mr.  J.  Pearson,  Mr.  John  Martin,  Mr. 
Thompson,  M.  P.  Mr.  Wardle^  Mr.  J.  Wil. 
liamsi  rev.  Mr.  Harris*  Mr.  PtoldDson. 

"  It  was  moved  tliat  a  circular  letter  be 
sent  to  each  member  of  this  society  with  a 
statement  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Sinclair,  delegate 
of  this  society  to  the  Convention  at  £din« 
burgh,  and  requesting  their  assistance  to  the 
funa  already  subscribed  for  him.  Passed 
unanimously.*' 

!SIr.  Attorney  Genero/.—Your  lordship  ob- 
serves that  the  entry  as  it  is  now  reaa  is — 
*<  It  was  moved  that  a  circular  letter  be  sent 
to  each  member  with  m  statement  of  Sin- 
clair's case-."  I  shall  now  call  Mr  ATncle-An, 

to  prove  the  origiiui  minutes  by  which  it  ap-  i  tnbution  towards  the  support  of  Mr.  Sinclair. 


pears  that  that  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Tookc ;  and  then  I  ^liall  give  in  evidence  a 
letter  of  Mr.  Tooke's  writing. 
(To  Mr.  MQekan.)^li\A  you  find  this 

paper  any  where  ?— I  foimd  it  at  Mr.  Adams's. 

Kir.  '€i^>ke. — The  fact  is  certainly  so— I 
liiovcU  It,  and  wrote  tlic  letter. 
Mr.  Attorney  Generai  (to  Mr.  William 

H^oo^ai^.)— LooIk  a»  the  s^oaiun  ta  thia 


letter,  at  tlic  writing  at  the  back  of  it,  and 
two  or  three  interlineations  in  the  middle  of 
it? — ^The  interlineationa,  the  signature^  and 
the  indorsement,  ai^  I  believe^  or  Mr* 
Tooke's  hand  -vTiting. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— Thi»  paper,  found 
at  Mr,  Adams's,  is  a  rouab  dninrihtof  the  re- 
solutions copied  into  the  book,  but  with  these 
variations—m  the  rough  draft  it  is  ^Mn 
Tooke  moved,''  in  the  book  it  if,  <*  It  wil 
moved.^ 

[The  rough  draft  was  read.] 

Mr.  Atf(ymey  General. — Then  I  desire 
tliat  the  entries  of  the  meeting,  on  the  7  th  of 
Fabmaty,  17M>  al  which  Mr.  Uorne  Toolce 
was  present,  may  be  read,  with  respect  to 
the  addresses  of  the  London  Corresponding 
Society  to  Seothnd,  and  those  iritb  respect  to 
Sindair. 

prhe  following  entry  was  read  from  the  books 
of  the  Society  for  Constttntional  laformft- 
tion :] 

«  February  Itky  1794. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  idativo  to 
the  Address  of  the  London  Correspond!nc 
Society,  passed  at  the  meetine  on  the  34tn 
of  January  last,  be  sent  to  roe  Edinburgb 
Gazetteer,  for  insertion. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  reso- 
lutions  of  the  Mtb  Of  January  be  sent  to  tho 
^  cretary  of  the  London  Corresponding  So> 
ciety. 

**  Mr.  J.  Williams  read  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Sindair  at  Edinbuif^  dated  1st  Februaiy, 
1794. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  do  now  read 
the  statement  of  the  subscription  for  Mr* 

Sinclair. 

It  was  then  moved  tiiat  a  ciaular  letter 
be  sent  to  each  member  of  this  sodety  with 

a  statement  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Sinclair,delccatc 
of  this  society  to  the  Convention  at  Edin- 
bureh,  and  requesting  their  assistance  to  the 
ftma  already  subeoibed  for  taim.  Fuaed 
unanimously.'' 

Mr.  Jifomejf  General. — Now  read  that 
letter  to  which  tJitrc  is  Mr.  Tooke's  hand- 
writiiuh— St^ed,  by  order  of  the  society^ 
John  Home  xooko." 

[It  was  read.] 

**  Sir ; — I  am  directed  by  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information,  to  write  to  all  tlia 

mrmher^  of  the  society,  requesting  their  con- 


"  When  the  delegates  from  the  different 

ronstiluli(jn.il  Societies  in  Scotland,  l.itelv 
met  at  Edinburgh,  fur  the  j^urpose  of  coo- 
suiting  together,  and  eontaiUng  of  meaaures 
which  might  be  proper  to  be  pursued,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  fair  representation  of  the  people 
of  Great  Britain,  in  parliament,  Mr.  Smcwr 
attended,  as  delegate,  fnm  the  Society  Imr 
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upou  that  •c<^toD,  wiih  a  moderation  and 
temper,  vhich  have  not  on]y  been  highly 
proved,  but  have  miich  endeutd  bimtothis 
joctetjr* 

«  For  tint  craduct,  whieh  Wtt  bighlv  ap- 
prove, Mr.  Sinclair  was  indicted  in  Scotland, 
and  returned  to  London  upon  bail;  since  that 
lime  Mr.  Skirviug  and  Mr,  Margarol  have 
been  sentenced  in  Scotland  (for  the  same 
condiKt  as  Mr.  Sinclair)  to  fourteen  years 
tnoapoitation :  with  the  fate  of  Messrs.  Pal- 
■er,  Muir,  Skirving,  and  Margaret  before 
hb  eyes,  Mr.  Sinclair  has  returned  to  Scot- 
hod,  in  diKbarge  of  his  faitb,  as  a  private 
■an  towards  hit  b«i1,  and  in  discharge  of  his 
Ai^  towards  an  opprr^^t  d  and  insulted  pub< 
lie  ;  he  has  returned,  not  to  take  a  fair  trial, 
but,  as  he  is  well  persuaded,  to  a  settled  con- 
vieliDa  and  tentence.  These  sentences  of 
transportation  are  novelties  both  to  England 
and  to  Scotland,  and  exceed,  in  cruelty  and 
iaipodeoce,  any  thing  practised  in  tlie  odious 
at>d  abhorrt^l  reign?  of  the  Stuarts;  an  d  these 
sentences  are  to  be  carried  into  execution 
ander  the  adminiatration  of  Mr.  Pitt;  and  by 
lum  who  formerly  (thoudi  hypocritically  and 
treacherou:>ly)  professed  himself  a  strenuous 
adrocate  for  parliaincotary  reform,  and  him- 
wdf  met  tha  dali^tea  throughout  England, 
as8em!>lrd  in  convention,  at  the  Thatched 
Hou^  lavem,  for  the  same  purpose  as  that 
ft«  wbkh  the  lata  convention  met  in  Scot- 
Und. 

Should  It  one  day  be  the  fate  of  this  Mr. 
nit  la  be  tried  by  the  people  of  this  insulted 
and  oppressed  country,  for  his  treachery  to 
the  cause  of  parliaiuenlary  reform,  we  trust 
they  will  never  consent  to  i>eud  him  to  Botany 
Bay ;  io  tha  mean  time  we  earnestly  solicit 
vour  assistance  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of 
ifr.  Sinclair's  situation,  and  toaflord  him  every 
comfort  in  our  power,  under  that  his  honour- 
able and  mcritnrintis  marlvrrlom,  in  which, 
and  in  wurtte  (if  there  be  worse^,  we  declare 
oandves  reaay  to  follow  him  tn  pursuit  of 
the  same  object,  videlicet,  a  fair  representa- 
tion of  ihe  people  in  parliament — liy  order 
of  the  society, 

^  JoBV  HoavB  TooKs." 

Mr.  Aimfeor  Oeaera/.^Now  refer  to  the 
meeting  of  the  soriety  on  the  Mth  of  Ithni-  ! 
aiy,  when  this  letter  was  produced,  signed  by 
iki  chairman,  and  ofdared  to  be  printad,  ind 
tMcred  in  the  bookie 

[The  following  entries  were  read  from  \ht 
book^  ot  tt\e  Society  for  Constitutional  la- 

formaliou ;] 

^  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Constitit- 
tiooal  Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anrhor  Tavern,  6tiand»  Friday,  the  14tbof 

Jceitru^oy,  1794, 

•*  Mr.  J.  H,  Touke,  in  the  chair, 
Mr.  Uuii,  Mr.  W.  Shaipe^  Mr.  lionney,  rev. 


Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  J.  WiUiaoiS 
Mr.  Beck,  Mr.  G.  Willtam8,Mr.  Aahloo,  Mr< 
Stark,  Mr.  WardIa,Mr.Bi7«ll,Mr.Bialc«9 

Mr.  Parkinson. 

*'  The  secretary  produced  a  copy  of  a  letter 
to  be  sent  to  the  members  of  the  society,  in 
conformity  with  the  order  of  the  last  meeting, 
two  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed 

to." 

**  Resolved,  That  the  letter,  now  produced 
and  amended,  be  signed  by  t!ie  rh:iirman,  and 
that  the  same  be  printed  and  scut  to  the 
members  of  this  society. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  (ox  Constitu- 
tional Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  Tavern,  Strand,  Friday,  7  th  of  March, 

"  PaesEST, 

Mr*  Sharpc  in  the  chair, 

"  Mr.  Gawler,  rev.  J.  Joyce,  Mr.  Bonncy, 
Mr.  Blake,  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  WiUs,  Mr.  G. 
WilHams,  Mr.  Satehell,  Mr.  Wardle,  Mr. 

Ky  ],  Mr.  Stark,  Mr.  Hull,  Mr.  Ilolcroft, 
Mr.  Chatfield,  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Rutt, 
Mr.  J.  Williams,  Mr.  Beck,  Mr.  Banks, 
Mr.  H.CampbeU,  Mr.  Fawcett 

"  Read  a  letter  fiom  Mr.  Sinclair  at  Edin- 
burgh. 

"  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hull  be  requested  to 
obtain  credit  for  Mr.  Sinclair  at  Edinburgh 
for  twcntj  guineas^  on  aecouot  of  this  » 

ciety.'* 

*  Ordered,  That  the  secretary  pay  Mr. 

Williams  ten  pounds,  remitted  by  him  to  Mr. 
Sinclair,  out  of  the  subscription  for  Mr.  Sin- 
clair. 

"  Mr  Tooke  gave  notice  that  he  would  at 

the  next  mcetin?  of  this  society  move  that 
two  books  should  be  opened  ;  one  of  them 
bound  in  black,  in  which  shall  be  entered  all 
the  enormities  of  those  who  deserve  the  cen- 
sure, and  in  the  other  the  merits  of  those  wImi 
deserve  the  gratitude  of  the  society.*' 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  am  now  comiog 
to  what  I  stated  I  would  read  to-morrow 
morning. — I  must  trouble  your  lordship  to  go 
back  to  a  letter  from  Margarot  to  the  Norwich 
societies,  dated  Edinburgh,  the  24tU  of  Iso- 
vember,  1793.  M  iri^arcjt  was  not  only  a 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Society,  but  a 
delegate  of  the  Corresponding  Society  in 
London,  and  also  a  delate  of  the  societies 
in  Norwich  to  tlic  Scotch  Convention. 

Mr.  WaUh,—l  found  this  paper  at  Mr. 
Saint^s  at  Norwich. 

[It  was  read.] 

"  Ed'mlurghf  ^4tn  November,  1795. 
"  Gentlemen :— I  yesterday  received,  your 
letter  of  the  16lh  current,  in  answer  to  min»i 
of  the  7  th,  rcqucstmg  your  society  to  send  a 
Delegate  to  the  Genend  Convention ;  I  am 
H  rry  you  cannot  conveniently  do  so,  as  an 
addition  Io  our  number  would  be  very  service- 
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able.  I  musty  at  the  same  time,  return  you  i  in  another  quarter.  We  toon  premiled  on 

my  thanks  for  the  confidence  you  have  re-'  the  Edinburgh  cotniniilcc  to  recall  the  ad- 

S05c<Iinme;  I  chearfully  accept  the  office  of  journod  convention;  the  country  societies, 
elegau  f<>r  the  united  societies  in  Norwich,  informed  that  England  meant  to  take  a  ^sc^iou& 
to  wnoni  as  we  have  long  been  in  corrcs-  part  in  the  great  cause,  sent  back  all  their 
Dondcncc,  I  cannot  think  mvM  !t  »  niirrlv  ini- 


known;  be  assured  then,  u>y  worthy  tcliow- 
ati2«-ns»  that  I  will  endeavour,  to  the  utmost 
of  my  poor  abilities,  to  prnvr  myself  worthy  of 
the  ereat  trust  reposed  in  uie. 

••You  talk  of  bearing  your  share  of  the  cx- 
pense< — to  this  I  repfv,  lliat  it  is  one  of  our 
^rst  principles,  and  ttiat,  therefore,  I  am 
bouna  to  accept  it ;  but  while  I  do  so,  I  am 
eaually  bound  to  inform  my  constituents  in 
wnai  manner  the  stipplies  I  mny  rvro'n  c  from 
Ihcra  arc  to  be  employed  for  their  ;uivautage. 
You  will  then  learn  that  the  London  Corres- 
pocJino;  ^^ocicty  allc  ws  both  its  delegates  a 
certain  weekly  sum,  besides  their  expenses  to 
and  from  Loodoos  but  as  that  allowance  is 
regulated  not  so  much  by  th(  ir  good  wishes 
as  ny  the  icaotv  state  of  Uieir  uiances,  we 
find  ourselves  obliged  not  onlytobeara  certain 
part  of  the  expenses,  but  also  feel  ourselves 
very  much  cramped  in  our  proceedings,  and 
cannot,  without  ereat  pecuniary  inconve> 
nience,  visit  the  different  ptrta  of  Scotland, 
which  it  is  absolutely  necessary  should  be 
instructed  and  encouraged  before  wc  return  to 
Xagland.  My  colleague,  Joseph  Gerrald» 
means  therefore,  as  soon  as  the  sitting:  of  the 
convention  is  over,  to  return  to  London,  in 
order  that  the  aociety,  having  only  one  to 
provide  for,  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  en- 
courage the  furtherance  of  so  important 
a  mission,  and  that  1  ma^  then  spend  a 
month  or  six  weeki  in  visiting  the  numerous 
friends  to  reform  in  vitrions  parts,  in  bringing 
them  to  adopt  an  unilorm  system  of  regula- 
tions. If,  tnercfoic,  the  pun  (wluch  I  be> 
lieve  absolutely  necessary)  meclJ  your  appro- 
bation, whatever  supplies  you  may  thmk  pro- 
per to  trsasmit  to  mo  shall  be  employed 
therein  ;  and,  as  we  have  already  met  with 
signal  success  since  our  arrival,  I  make  no 
doubt  but  if  I  am  enabled  to  oonthnie  in 
Scotland  a  few  weeks  longer,  it  will  much  ad« 
vance  the  cause.     T  wmI  now  prore<»d  to 

Sive  you  an  accouul  oi  wliut  has  happened 
iere. 

*•  You  know  that  at  our  arrival  here  we 
found  that  the  convention  iiad,  alter  sitting, 
lour  days,  adjourned,  and  the  delegates  were 
all  gone  back  to  their  rc^prrtivr  h;ihif.itions, 
witliout  proceeding  any  farther  in  the  busi- 
ness of  reform,  mil  simoly  agreeing  that 
nothing  short  of  universal  suffrage  and  an- 
nual parliaments  would  satisfy  them,  and  on 
that  ground  proposing  nut  to  send  any  peti- 
tion to  the  king  or  to  the  parliament,  least  by 
so  doiniT  the  enemie"!  of  reform  might  be 
temptcci  to  couutcract  tiieir  wish,  uid  exert 
tDcmscIves  to  prevent  a  peace ;  but  at  the 
same  time  it  w:i<^  rrrommenilril  ]<y  thr  ron- 
ven(ion,  that  all  incnds  to  reform  hduld  sign 
soy  petitioB  for  peaceiWhkhmi^Ui  jpngioate 


fortnn  delegates,  and  several  of  theni  who 
had  not  sent  delegates  to  the  prior  convention, 
have  sent  some  to  this  one.  On  Tuesday^ 
the  19ih  instant,  the  convention  opened.  Tbo 
number  of  delegates  amounted  to  i80;  sonu) 
of  them  came  even  from  so  lar  as  CromarUe : 

the  rcrrjition  wc  »  \  j  - ricnced  was  highly 
Haltering;  we  mutually, gave  and  received  eri- 
couragement  and  anitnation.  I  shall  not  at 
present  attempt  to  give  you  a  minute  detail 
of  wliat  has  since  passed,  because  the  minutes 
are  tu  be  prmted,  and  then  I  will  not  fail  send- 
ing you  a  few  copies  of  them,  and  will,  I  hope, 
he  iMr  at  niy  return  to  romc  to  Norwich, 
and  give  you  an  accurate  verbal  account  of 
every  transaction ;  mean  time,  if  you  have  any 
instructions  to  give  me,  send  them  without 
delay,  otherwise  I  shall  act  fur  you  coiilbrtu- 
ably  to  those  laid  down  by  the  London  Cor- 
responding Society,  a  copy  of  which  you 
doubtless  have  received  from  them.  The 
Convention  have  begun  by  Cbiablishing  a  set 
of  rules  for  the  oq^mization  of  the  present 
and  even  future  conventions  ;  next  ^vc  esla- 
blisbed  a  Committee  of  Union  between  the 
two  nations,  a  Committee  of  Finance,  and  a 
committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  pro- 
tecting or  establisliing  a  patriotic  newspaper. 
And  on  Sahirday  last  we  passed  a  provisorv 
decree  of  union,  the  whole  convention,  stand- 
inz  hand  in  liand,  solemnly  pledged  them- 
selves to  each  other,  to  renounce  all  national 
distinctions,  to  abide  firmly,  and  truly  by 
er\c!i  f  iher,  until  the  great  end  is  obtained  ; 
and  at  the  same  time  we  assumed  the  title 
of  The  Briiisk  Convention  of  Detfgatet  vf  the 
People^  associated  to  obtain  Univenul  Suffrage 
and  Annual  Farliameatt. 

*♦  In  my  next  I  will  give  you  another  ad- 
drr^'^s  for  those  letters  which  you  may  write 
me,  ujitil  you  make  use  of  the  same^which  I 
sent  you  l>efore  ;  be  so  good  also  as'  to  send 
roc  two  or  three  unsuspected  directions  for  my 
letters,  because  I  much  fear  that  at  times  cu- 
riosity engages  the  people  employed  in  the 
post  office  to  open  our  correspondence.  Mr. 
Muir  anM  the  rev.  Mr.  Palmer  have  both  been 
put  on  board  the  Hoyal  Geoige  cutter,  and 
nave  been  sent  off  to  Leodon.  The  news 
from  the  continent  you  arc  hrttcr  informed 
of  than  I  can  he,  therefore  I  shall  not  talk  of 
that  Let  mo  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  you 
can,  and  assure  the  society,  from  me,  that 
nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  bring 
about  a  speedy  and  a  thorough  reform  of  par- 
Uamsnt :  but  1  most  not  hme  flrom  you  that 
our  greatest  hopes  arc  on  the  coimtr\'  where  I 
now  am,  for  not  only  a  majority  oC  the  peo- 
ple are  on  our  side,  but  they  are  most  of 
them  so  well-informed  that  they  only  require 
the  English  deh^tes  to  encourage  them  in 
the  niow  of  tfiar  respeclivo  socntiw,  apd 
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Ib^  will  pfoceed  logularly  abd  firmly:  bo 
that  my  hopes  arc  sanguine  that  aiCifDfOi  will 
aooa  become  the  general  topic. 

I MD  mott  sincerely,  friends  and  fellow- 
citizen^.  yow  faitfafiil  m^gate  and  feUow« 
Ubourcr, 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  propose  to  read 
next  a  letter  of  the  und  of  December,  1793, 
from  Mr.  Gerrald  and  Mr.  Margaret,  who 
delegates  from  thf  l/indon  Correspon- 
ding Societ^r,  and  al»o  members  ot  the  Coiuti- 
iMliuual  Society. 

{To  Mr.  Gurnell).  Lookal  that  piper  — did 
you  find  tliat  in  any  place  found  it  in  the 
possesstfMi  of  Mr.  Hardy. 

[It  was  read  ] 

iVide  Hardy's  Trial,  aiUi,  \  ui.  24^  p.  4%Q.] 

Mr.  Attorneif  General. — I  prooosc  now  to 
read  a  letter  of  the  10th  of  March,  1794,  from 
Margant  to  the  Norwich  Society. 

Mr.  Walsh.— I  found  this  paper  at  Mr. 
Saiat'a  bouse  at  Norwich. 

[It  was  read.] 

"  Stnt  head,  the  iOth  of  March,  1794. 
*'  Wortby  Friends,  and  Fellow  Citizens ; — 
Our  stay  here  being  longer  than  was  at  first 
eipected,  I  avail  myself  of  tfnt  delay  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  tweniv  poundk  from 
Yodr  tocM^,  whieh  nave  beenmlivered  to  me 
by  Thomas  Hardy,  our  secretary,  to  wiiom 
you  had  remitted  them,  and  who  has  been 
down  here  purposehr  to  see  me,  and  make 
leaie  arrangements  mr  the  future,  but  whose 
hti'tne**  b-ts  called  him  back  to  London  be- 
fore any  tiung  could  be  bcttled  between  us. 
At  first  he  teemed  to  think  that  the  money 
was  meant  by  y<;'i  f'>  V'f"  divided  among  the 
Jottr  who  are  now  i»ulit;ring  together ;  but,  on 
my  acquainting  htm  ttuit  those  f^demen 
were  infiuittly  better  off  than  myself  in  that 
respect,  in  so  much  that  they  arc  conUnuaJly 
receiving  private  presents,  and  are  moreover 
npporira  by  many  noblemen  and  rich  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  tlicse  latter  scckinc  only 
<I  much  tear;  lo  make  a.  pajty  allau  uf  it,  that 
he  gave  the  moo^  to  my  own  disposal.  If, 
however,  you  meant  otherwise,  your  intenlion 
«haU  be  complied  with  immediately  on  its 
1»eing  made  known  to  roe.^So  much  for  pe- 
cuniary affairs. —  This  morning  10  thipt  of  a  ar 
have  UJX  Spitkeud  Jor  the  Chaunetf  and  it  is 
here  reported  thai  tke  Bratfieet  ti  oal :  rasNwr, 
mtaayt  magnifying  things  Mtjft  there  art  70 
Mil  of  French  at  jm,  if  «o,  there  muit  be.  a  mint' 
her  of'  truntfjitrts  among  them,  unci  a  dcnenl 
My  fnbabty  be  the  consequence.  For  Qod'g 
tak-\  TTTif  rr-irrl^!/  friends,  dii  not  relax  in  the 
cmme  (a  jrudoiH—coHtinut  at  you  have  begun — 
tmmitdtttt  your  mn  wMHa~-*mvf  mih  othert 

~— persevere,  and  make  no  dmilt  but,  sooner  or 
later,  your  endeavours  wiU  be  crowned  mth 
sMueu.  I  have  also  to  thank  you  for  theaf- 

xoL,  yay. 


fectionate  addrew  I  received  from  you.  Be 
assured  that Oqr  Utmost  aml)ilion  will  ever  be 
to  deserve  vour  conhdence  aud  yfjur  esteem. 
The  tideor  forUme,  however  strongly  it  may 
run  against  our  cavi!?e  at  present,  must  soon 
have  a  turn:  the  eyes  ot  mankind  will  nri- 
tmully  open— when  their  pockets  empty,  arid 
their  blcMxl  spills,  th^  will  ask  au^  other  for 
whom  are  wc  thus  sacrificing  otirselves,  and 
murdering  others  ?  \N  hat  advaiilaee  results 
to  us  from  all  this  e.xpeuditure  and  Wlltthter^ 
And  by  interfering  in  the  government  oi  ano- 
ther country,  do  we  not  set  other  nations  an 
example  to  mterfere  withourown  government, 
and  to  model  it  as  they  think  proper?  Should 
they  do  so,  pupcry  and  dc$i)otism  must  be  our 
fc>t— may  gracious  Providence  avert  it ;  may 
wc  rather  all  to  a  man  be  determined  to  live 
j  fn-r  or  f!ie  !  In  my  exile  n'tUiin^;  woidd  afflict 
mc  So  much  as  to  hear  that  my  couulry  was 
enslaved,  and  that  my  countrymen  hu|:ged 
tlieir  chains.  I  trust,  however,  tlie  national 
spirit  of  Britcms  will  prevent  it.  Adieu,  my 
dear  fHends;  and  ever  remember  yoor 
fiuthful 

"  M.  Margarot. 
"  P.  S.  This  day  a  mock  debate  concern- 
ing our  Sentence  is  to  talce  place  in  P     .  .** 

It  being  now  nine  o'clock  on  Tuesday  nieht, 
the  court  ai|jouroed  to  nine  o'clock  on  Wed- 
nesday moraiog. 

I  Satimu-kouK  in  the  Old  BaiUy,  Wednesday, 
Naoe$nier  tkc  19M. 

PaSSBlIT, 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre  ;  Lord  Chief  Baron 
Macdonald;  BIr.  Baron  Ilotham;  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Grose  ;  Mr.  Justice  Lawrence }  and 
others,  his  Majesty's  Justiccb,  c\:c. 

John  Home  Tookc  set  to  the  bar. 

Mr.  Atl(»'nqf  General. — I  am  {now  going 
to  prove  a  letter  of  the  SStbof  May,  1799, 
from  Ashton,  of  Shf  ffield,  to  the  Constitu- 
tional Society,  which  relates  to  the  correspon- 
dence of  the  Friends  of  the  People. 

Mr.  Tkomm  Maclean.— I  found  this  paper 
in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Adams. 

[It  was  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  ante  Vol.  24,  p.  1111,] 

(To  Mr.  William  Woodfali.)—lMok  at  the 
interlineation  of  the  word  "from"  ? — ^Tbat  is 
an  interlineation  in  Mr.  Tooke's  hand-writing. 

Mr.  Tooke, — Yes,  I  wrote  the  word  **framJ* 

Mr.  Solicitor  General. — Wc  ;irc  now  going 
tu  ^ivCj  iu  evidence,  a  ielier  winch  wa^  umit- 
ied  last  night,  from  the  London  Corresponding 
Si)ciety  to  the  Conslitulioiial  Society  at  *^hel- 
bcld,  m  which  Ihey  stale,  they  do  not  expect 
that  any  petilrans  will  produce  a  reform ;  but 
still  they  wish  petitions  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Edniard  Xaiaun.— I  found  this  paper 
in  Mr.  Ibrdy*s  bouse.  . 

P 
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[ttwunad,] 

IVifU  Hardy's  Trial,  mti.  Vol.  34^  p.  406  ] 

Mr.  SAMinf  Lamun^l  found  this  papcr 
io  Mr.  Hardy's  house. 

£A  loiter  from  Margarot  and  Hardy,  to  Kilmin- 

s<pr,   rrrrt  iry  to  the  Birmingham  Society 
Ibr  CuQ&utuUvual  loformaUoD,  June  lOtb, 
1798.] 

[Fide  Hardy's  Trial,  oiitt.  Vol  S4»  p.  410.] 

Mt.Solicitct  General  (To   Mr.  WilUam 
Did  you  find  this  paper  any  «rfaere  f 
—I  liniDd  it  amongst  Mr.  Skirviogfs'papen. 

[A  letter  from  Thomat  Hardy,  to  William 
Skirving,  Edinbt»gb,dated  London^Ootober 
5tb,  1793,  read  ] 

[Fidf  Hardy's  Trial,  an<a,  Vol.  24,  p.  420.] 
lAi.Ailornf.^  General — I  am  going  tO  pro- 

duoe  the  commissions  of  Margarot  anduer- 
raid  (who,  y  ur  lordship  will  recollect,  were 
members  of  boUt  Moieties)  as  deiej^testo  the 
cwfeotion  in  Scotland. 

[They  were  read,] 

IVide  Hardy's  Trial,  anii.  Vol.  24,  p.  424  ] 

Mr.  Solicitor  General.-^We  will  now  read 
the  entry  in  the  books  of  the  Constiftutional 
Society,  of  the  8ih  of  November,  1793,  in 
which  It  is  stated,  that  letters  were  read  from 
the  societies  at  Sheffield,  Leeds,  and  Birming- 
ham, in  answer  to  their  secretary's  letter  of 
the  88th  of  October,  whidt  letter,  your  lord- 
abip  recollects,  wastehtive  to  sending  depu- 
ties to  the  oonfentioD. 

[The  following  entry  was  read  fiom  the 
book  of  t)ic  Soaeliy  for  Constitutional 

luforroatioii  ] 

«  At  a  Meeting  of  U»e  Society  for  Constitu- 
tional  lafomatioil  held  at  the  Crown  and 
4n:hortantn,  Stiand.Friday.SthNovember. 
ItM,  ' 

**  PaEsur, 

"  Mr.  J.  Williams  in  the  diair, 

**  Mr.  J.  H.  Tookc,  count  Zenobio,  Mr. 
WiUiam  Sharpe,  Mr.  Honnev,  Mr.  Wills, 
Mr.  Martin,  Dr.  Kentish  Mr.  Wardle, 
Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Cbatfield,  Mr.  Hokroll, 

Read  letters  from  the  Constitutional  So- 
cieties at  Shenkld,  Leeds,  and  Birmingham, 
in  answer  to  the  secretary's  letter  of  the  SBtb 
ultimo." 

Mr.  Attomeif  Oeneml.^1  shall  now  pro- 
duce letters  m  answer  to  the  Constitutional 
Society,  reJaiive  to  sending  delegates  to  the 
Scotch  Contention.  ^ 

Mr.  Thomas  Maclean.—  I  found  this  paper 
ifttbopoiMssiottofMrAdanM. 

Xltwastcad.] 


"  Sheffield  Committee  Room  of  the  ConslftMk 

tional  Society,  November  is^,  17 of?. 

"  Sir ; — Your  letter,  and  the  resoluiion  of 
the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information  in 
Lomlun,  afc  this  moment  riclivc  rrd  lo  me  by 
Mr.  Asbton,  in  answer  to  which  I  »il  down 
instantly  to  ftifbrm  yott  tNat  this  society  baa 
already  transmitted  its  scntimenls  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  convention  in  Kdiobur^h^  Mr. 
Skirving,  and  declined  sending  a  delcgatioir 
for  reasons  which  I  will  transcribe  in  thn 
words  of  our  letter.— That  it  wotild  have 
l^iven  this  society  the  most  heart  felt  satisfac- 
tion tohave  had  a  delegation  present  at  their 
approaching  convention,  had  we  received 
timely  notice  of  their  wishes  that  it  should  bo 
so — ^Dut  itunfortumtely  happens,  that  all  the 
gentlemen  belonging  to  the  >>ociety,  which  it 
would  choose  for  so  important  a  business,  are 
so  previously  engaged  in  Afiairs  which  they 
cannot  po&sibly  postpone  in  so  short  an  inter- 
val, that  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  comply  with 
their  requisition  on  the  present  occasion. 

**  This  socielj  we  also  of  op'mion,  that  to 
f^ivc  such  a  measure  its  full  effect,  it  would  bp 
neces&arv  that  the  other  societies  in  SouU» 
Britain  should  have  communicatioDwith  each 
other  on  the  subject,  nncl  be  able  to  ascertain 
th^  deputations  would  be  sent  from  at  least 
a  majority  of  the  sodeties  in  Uus  part  of  the 
kingdum.  And  to  evince  that  we  should  Ike 
happy  to  unite  our  efforts  with  theirs  in  one 
firm  and  settled  plan,  wc  assure  them,  thai  if 
thqr  think  proper  tn  fix  another  meeting  in 
January  or  February,  or  any  other  time  which 
may  be  more  agreeableyaad  give  us  immediate 
notice  thereof,  and  that  they  wish  to  see  QUO* 
gates  from  the  ?rvcral  societies  in  this  part  of 
we  kingdom,  we  wiU  write  to  all  those  we 
are  in  corictpoodaiee  with,  to  get  such  a  dc- 
klgpUidbasn^jbetralynspeeiabk  and  iia- 
portant. 

**  The  above  extract  wiii  evince  to  you,  air, 
and  the  Socsatjibr  Constitutional  InformaitioB 

how  far  your  proceeding  meets  with  our  up- 
prohaiiuii.  There  is  a  worthy  member  of  this 
society  and  of  the  committee,  and  I  believe 
also  of  the  committer  nf  twelve,  admitted  intt- 
your  society,  citizen  Alcock,  now  in  London 
and  I  doubt  not  bttt  be  has,  befbie  this  will 
reach  you,  given  you  the  whole  information 
herein  contained ;  but  so  scrupulously  exact 
am  I  in  answeiing  every  letter  on  public  bu* 
siness,  that  I  will  not  trust  to  him,  though  I 
know  he  is  particularly  desirous  of  behi^ii^ 
If otluccd  to  yuu. 

"  I  was  chosen  secretary,  pro  temportt  toai^ 
swer  the  letter  from  Mr.  Skirving,  and  there- 
fore continue  the  oilicc  tlms  much  farther, 
not  to  keep  you  in  suspense,  as  the  ooounil- 
tee  will  not  meet  again  hefure  Wednesday 
next,  and  two  or  three  of  the  members,  who 
have  seen  your  letter  before  1  did,  sent  to  re- 
quest I  would  do  so. 

u  I  cannot  cIom-  tliis  letter  w ithout  remark- 
ing, that  all  Uie  bucieties  we  are  in  correspoti- 
dence  iritb|  hav«  hwn  tMNihiUlif  " 
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past ;  to  m:^ny  we  have  9d(lre?*sed  more  than 
«oe  or  two  ietters  without  receiving  any  aa> 
9mn.  This  societv  has  been  very  active^  and 
particularly  in  publishing,  hy  which  several 
imdividmmU  have  suflered  cca&ulerably.  as  the 
tertlMD  bu  6U«B  diiefljon  tiwni.  Weliai« 
nany  thousand  merobers,  but  a  vast  majority 
cf  them  hcluer  working  men,  the  war,  whicb 
ius  deprived  many  of  them  of  all  employ- 
lit,  lEDd  almott  flwry  one  of  half  his  earn* 
inr',  we  have  been  cripj^d  raorc  than  any 
oti»r  in  the  kioffikmi.  We  have  the  satis- 
Mioa  to  know  t£at  aw  AaM  dam  great  good, 
but  I  fear  wc  must  content  ourselves  with 
imtatttont  and  wishes  in  iulure,  as  our 
•TO  BOt  only  ihanfttwd,  but  the  lociety 
is  considerably  in  debt,  and  ttiat  debt  must 
fall  on  a  few  who  have  Stood  forward  on  every 
occi^ioa  with  their  leal,  their  active  eilorts, 
and  their  credit. 

«  It  app^rs  to  roe,  that  if  the  societie»i  do 
aot  become  more  active,  and  more  united  in 
Ihttr  efibits  in  the  time  to  come,  what  they 
have  done  hitherto  will  be  rendered  useless, 
and  arhilraiy  power  will  trample  on  ail  that 
kllearand  vuualtfe  to  fnemen.  ThoBMip 
iores  lately  adopted  in  the  sister  kingdom, 
measures  as  opposite  to,  and  incompatible  with 
a  free  constitution  as  fire  and  water,  and  since 
followed  up  hy  the  moat  slavish  and  horrid 
doctrine-,  in  th^  courts  in  Scotland,  have 
hitherto  been  viewed  only  with  a  degree  of 
apathy  by  the  great  bodies  in  the  kiof^loai, 
wh  rh  we  littit  folks  in  the  country  look  up 
to  lor  ejuunples,  styling  themselves  patriotic, 
neb  aa  *  the  Society  for  Constiiutiooai  Inlbr- 
'  nation,  in  London.'  *  The  Friends  of  the 
'  People,  ditto.'   *  The  Friends  to  the  Liberty 
'  of  the  Treiis,'  that  we  begin  alraoHt  to  think 
here,  it  is  time  to  nip  thMe  budt  of  liwedom 
which  were  bcy^nning  to  blo«<inm  w\\h  «o 
much  Itixiiriaoce,  lest  they  should  be  exposed 
tnthed<in»cr  of  being  blighted  by  those  torpid 
ftoe*'^  ^^llu  h  appear  to  have  chilled  r  vi  ry 
anifnatiug  luduence  in  those  great  barriers 
which  we  looked  to  for  deftoee  and  pro- 
tec  tit  »n.  I 
"  I  assure  you,  my  good  sir,  nothing  is  br- 
iber from  my  intention  than  to  give  the 
noallest  ofiienee — I  am  a  staunch  Democmt, 
rod  speak  ray  mind  frcrly  •  n!ir1  !  hopr  yuu 
will  consider  what  1  have  Imuttl  .n  int.*  su- 
yincaeaawbicb  appears  at  present  tu  puv$css 
loo  great  a  sway,  as  merely  the  effect  of  that 
wmBtb  and  zeal  for  the  great  cause  we  are 
botb  alraMiout  1»  tupport  and  fofward,  the 
rause  of  freedom  ana  parliamentary  reform. 
I  a^,  with  Uie  greatest  respect,  air,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

^  M amsw  Caimui.  Baowv, 

SccTr-t.ip.-,  pro  tempore,  to  tlie 
"  Constitutional  Society,  Sheffield." 

Addmased,  "  Mr.  D.  Adams,  Attorney 
mtlMm,  ToQka*f-«ourt.  Chaocen- 

iMI^^MldNU* 


A.  a  17M.  £814 

Mr.  Solicitor  General. — Now  [  will  ahow, 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  British  Conven- 
tion, that  notwitbstaudiug  tiiis  letter,  the 
Slwffidd  Society  did  lend  a  delegate. 

[Extract  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  I3ritisii 
Conventioiv  i«m>] 

^ADDITIOltAL  DbLBOATIOIIS: 

*  Crmm  ead  Amker,  London, 
«  Chmrles  Sinclair,  Heniy  Yocfce.'' 
Xoa4m  Commending  Soc i^jy 
Joseph  Gcmid,  Maurice  Maipuot** 
«  Shejield  ContliitiiiaMi  Seekly, 
**  Matthew  Campbell  Brown." 

Mr.  Solicitor  GeneraL-^Now  I  will  show 
from  their  proceedings  that  Matthew  Camp- 
bell Brown  waa  an  active  member  of  the 

•w^  «g»  •    ^  ^* 

[EitiacliimntbepraceedingB  of  the  Biiliah 
CteventioD,rewl:] 

"  Citizen  Br0WI%  of  Sheffield,  produced  a 
commission  from  the  Leeds  Constitutional 
Society,  appointing  him  theb  delegate,  wlUcb 
was  received  and  approved  of  by  the  Conven* 

tion." 

**  Edinburgh,  November  90, 1799* 
**  Seventh  Day's  Sitting. 

Citiaen  Matthew  Campbell  Brown  in  the 

chair." 

Mr.  Solicitor  Generals— 'Hqw  we  will  read 
the  lettec  ftom  Leeds,  that  waa  oaentkKned  in 
the  s  uueentcyintheConatitutionalSodeij'a 

books. 

Mr.  Thoouu  Maclean. — I  tound  tins  paper 
in  the  pomeaiion  of  Mr.  Adaaa. 

[It  was  lead.] 

/'  Sir Tour's  of  the  39th  I  received,  and 

laid  it  before  the  conimittoc  of  the  Leeds  So* 
cicty  ou  Monday  the  4th  ot  this  insUut. 

It  Is  with  great  sathfaction  we  r««d  your 
Irttrr,  ;ind  approve  your  having  elected  your 
delegates  to  serve  upon  such  a  laudable  under* 
taking;  but  if  you  meant  for  the  Leeds  So- 
ciety to  adopt  the  same  measures,  shall  be 
gUd  if  you  w  dl  answer  this  immediately ;  as 
we  are  i.oi  actpiainted  with  tbc  Urac  of  their 
sitting  we  fear  our  delegates  would  be  too 
late.  1  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  year  hooh 
ble  servant, 

**  Cnaatcs  Ht7VDZ.BT, 

"  Secretary  of  the  Constitutional  Socie^." 
*' Quarrt/  HtU,bth  Soveml,r,  \ 

Addressed,  "  D.  Adams,  esq.  No. 4, 
Tooke'a-eoort,  Cliancery-bnc^ 
London.** 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — We  will  now  read 

a  letter  from  ll  irtlyto  tlu  Norwich  Society, 
desiring  them  to  aeod  delegates  to  the  Scotch 
CouTcotioi),  and  ne  sbaUprove  tliey  appointed 
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Margarot,  who  was  also  a  member  of  UieOiMi- 

stilutional  Socirtv 

Mr.  James  U  aish. — I  found  Uiis  paper  in 
Mr.  Saint's  house,  at  Netwidi. 

[Itivasnad.] 

«  London  Corrapomling  Soeiett/j 
Nov.  23,  1793. 
"  rellow-citizens ; — You  have  been  already 
informed,  by  the  correspondence  subsisting 
between  the  respective  divisions  of  the  Pa- 
triotic societies  in  England  and  Scotland,  of 
the  Convention  called  aud  now  silting  in 
Edinburgb,  for  the  pnrpose  of  obtaini^  a 
speedy  and  radical  reform  in  the  system  of 
parliamentary  representation;  and  you  are 
also  in  possesion  of  the  etrcumstanees  of  our 
havincj  sent  iwo  delegates  (ctfi/ms  A!argarot 
and  (  .errald)  to  represent  our  increasing  so- 
ciety m  that  respertaUe  assembly.  The  so- 
ciety tor  Constitutional  Information  also  elect- 
ed two  rcprcsenlalivcs  (citizens  Yorke  and 
Sinclair)  the  lalltr  only  of  whom  has  gone 
to  Saotland  for  thedbcharge  of  his  important 
mission. 

*•  Citizens,  the  object  of  our  present  letter 
is  to  inform  you  of  tbe  important  communi- 
cations which  our  mission  has  already  jiro- 
duced.  The  spirit  and  resolution  it  has  de- 
fused through  the  respective  societies  in  Scot- 
land— the  rapid  increase  of  the  avowed  friends 
of  liberty,  which  has  already  inn dr  its  ap- 
pearance, and  the  prospects  whicii  iiave  been 
Opened  before  us  of  the  most  complete  union, 
the  most  determined  perseverance,  the  most 
active  exertion  in  every  constitutional  roea- 
aure,  that  con  be  devked  for  the  reoonry  of 

our  n^/its,  and  the  compkte  renovation  of  the  ' 
liberties  and  happtneUp  which  as  men  ne  are  i 
envied  to,  omf,  0$  Britont,  we  haoe  been  taught  j 
ioexpnl.    An  increase  of  affection,  of  zeal, 
and  of  couhdcuce;  a  concert  of  permanent 
union ;  a  free  communication  and  compui  ii>uu 
of  sentiments  and  intentions;  mature  deli- 
beration and  mutual  reliance— tlir«ip  are  the 
fruil^  ol  the  wise  and  spirited  meaMires  adopt- 
ed bv  the  friends  of  liberty  in  Scotland,  and 
8econ(l(  d  by  the  aocietiei  of  Lradon'asid  of 
Ireland. 

"Britonsyandfeltow-cititens!  Let  us  rouse 

you  to  itvunediate  co-operatiun  with  these 
ofiurts  for  4he  general  good ; — let  us  awake 
you  to  a  sense  ot  the  importance  of  the  pre- 
sent moment,  and  persuade  you,  persuade  all 
tiie  patholie  socielse^in  P.nzl.ind  to  strengthen 
by  their  immcdiaie  juncliun  with  this  grand 
federation ; — that  as  those  who  are  hostile  to 
Our  trccdom  arc  already  iiniied  by  compacts, 
interesb.j  and  coalitinus,  the  fnends  also  of 
that  glunous  principle  may  be  bound  together 
by  a  Jink  still  more  firm,  imm  intimate,  and 
more  Umable,  lu  rcM&l  every  oppression  and 
usurpation  that  may  be  atteinpted,  and  vin- 
dicate the  *  Rii;hts  of  Man.' 

•*  '1  he  society  at  Norwich  has  already,  in 
80medeKree,imitaic'd  uureiuirople:  for  though 

linu  ana  coBvcotcDoedid  not  paroMt  thorn  10 
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elect  a  separate  delegate,  they  have  sent  a 
written  authority  to  citizen  Margarot  to  act 
for  them  in  that  capacity,  together  with  in. 
•ttuctioiu  to  aiiabit  him  to  state  their  senti* 
ments  to  the  OOnvention,  and  directions  for 
him  to  eonv^oad  with  them ,  and  render 
their  fraternity  mora  eomplele. 

♦*  Citizens  1  Permit  us  to  unite  our  voices 
with  those  of  our  brethren  in  ttia  Korth,  to 
request  you,  by  some  such  inethod  (if  you 
cannot  render  it  convenient  immediately  to 
send  a  delegate  of  your  own)  to  assist  the 
closer  union,  and  more  immeduitc  communi- 
cation of  Uie  respective  societies. — Persuaded 
as  we  are  thai  the  frirnds  of  liberty,  if  en- 
couraged  by  the  conviction  of  general  union 
to  step  forward,  and  worn  their  sentimeoti^ 
are  already  so  nutncrous  and  respectable  as  to 
ensure  a  speedy  tcrmiuation  of  the  caiainitiea 
of  an  unjustifiable  war,  and  a  restoration  of 
every  right  to  which  Britons  and  freemen  are 
entitled.  We  are,  in  the  firm  assurance  of 
your  zeal  and  sincerity  in  tiie  caui»e  of  liberty, 
jroor  aiiwtionate  fellow  citizen^  . 

'*  Tbom  AS  Uaeut,  leactafy. 

"  P.  S. — I  received  your  letter,  and  I  sent 
it  to  Edinburgh  according  to  your  direction.** 

Mr.  Attorney  Oentral. — I  un  now  going  t» 
read  from  the  book  of  the  Constitutional  So* 
ciety  an  entry  of  the  6th  of  December,  1793 ; 

that  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Tfn  ke,  'ii  tar  as 
that  fact  is  made  to  appear  hy  liie  Itook,  a  let- 
ter uras  read  from  Sinclair,  one  of  their  dele- 
gates, to  the  Constilutiona!  Sncir-iy  i;i  Ll-h- 
don,  desiring  that  a  secret  and  select  com- 
mittee might  be  appointed  to  eoirespDnd  with 
liiin;  and  that  a  secret  and  salect  comaaitleo 
was  accordingly  appointed. 

[The  following  entry  was  read  from  the  book 
of  the  Society  for  Constitulioual  iutoiuia* 
tiOD:] 

'*  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  forConaU* 
tutional  Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  tavern,  Strand,  on  Friday,  the  6th  of 
December,  1798, 

PBEBEar, 

"  Mr<  Benney  fai  the  ehair, 

"  Mr.  J.  II.  Tooke,  Mr.  W.  Sharpe,  count 
Zenobio,  Mr.  J.  Williams,  Mr.  Bahnanno, 
Mr  Svm(,?ids,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Wardle, 
Mr. Lnaiucid,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  B.Cooper. 
Mr.  Holcioft,  Mr.SatehcU,  Mr.  Hardy. 

'*  Read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Charles  Sinclair, 
delegate  from  this  .society  at  rtitnbnr^l),  dated 
llie  7th  of  November,  with  the  secretary's 
answer  to  that  letter;  and  also  another  Ifiiar 
from  Mr.  Siodair,  datod  the  istb  of  No- 
vember. 

"  liesolved,  That  a  general  meeting  of  this 
society  be  called  for  the  second  JPnday  in 
January  next,  for  tlie  purpose  of  comidenng 
tiie  imuortant  letters  received  irom  the  deic- 
g^te^  Mf .  Sinclair. 
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**  BeaoWed,  That  a  commillcc  be  ^>pointcd  : 
to  correspond  with  our  delegate,  Mr  Sn^lr. 

"  Resotvedy  That  Mr.  Bafinanno,  Mr.  John 
WiUiaois,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Bonney,  and  Mr. 
Wardle,  compose  the  commitlee.** 

Mr.  juomejf  General. — I  am  going  to  read 
lh<>''' 1  letters  from  Sinclair  tkiat  aroioforred 
to  iu  tins  rusoiuUua. 

Mr.  Thmnas  Mclean.— 1  found  these  three 
{•pert  in  the  poasoMioii  of  Mr.  Adams. 

[Tbej  were  read.] 

"  Edinburgh,  7th  November,  1793. 

"  *^!r : — In  obediencf  to  inv  instnirtion,  I 
iis?uik  10  iuform  you  oi  liic  slate  ut  uiiaua 
here,  as  fully  as  tho  time  will  perinit. 

"  When  1  came,  I  found  that  the  Convcn-  ; 
tion  had  met,  and  arc  again  recalled  by  their  j 
ensting  committee  for  tho  19th  of  this  moatfi^  | 
in  consequence  of  the  arrival  of  the  deputies  j 
^  the  Corresponding  Society,  and  the  intiraa-  ] 
tioos  from  vatious  ^arts  of  England,  that  the  , 
shortness  of  the  notice,  was  the  chief  obstacle 
to  their  scndins:;  delegates ;  and  such  indeed  t 
is  the  extreme  joj,  shown  by  the  friends  of  ' 
Gberty  here  on  our  appearance  ainoD|;  Uiem ;  { 
such  l^^  their  conliulity  and  frankness  in  their  i 
communications  wtth  us,  and  above  all,  so 
aniiouB  are  they  for  a  union  of  sentiment, 
and  of  excTtion  in  thr  commoniMUsc  with  the 
jpeople  of  England,  that  it  will  be  highly  dis* 
gmecfbl  and  culpable,  if  a  spirit  fraught  with 
such  evident  advantage  to  the  sutfermg  mil- 
lions of  both  countrus  be  yMMniittcd  to  Ian-  i 
pUih  wilkiout  encouragement.    I  therefore  [ 
entreat  yuu  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
lavin-  this  information  licforc  the  so(  let  v,  in 
ofiitr  tbat  they  may  exercise  their  di^crelion 
apon  the  steps  neee^i^ary  to  be  taken  for 
streiigthcn'.Mi!  oiir  number-,  and  renderiiii: 
our  measures  as  ctiectual  as  possible.  The  ) 
temper  of  the  people  here  i^ves  me  the  j 
greatest  reason  to  hope  that  ihev  arc  ready, 
at  least,  to  m(  quit  themselves  ol  their  duty, 
and  as  I  act  in  perfect  uni«un  with  the  rcpre-  i 
sentataves  of  Uie  Corresponding  Society,  I 
flatter  mvM»if  tJi-.it  ottr  roiuhict  has  tended  ' 
very  much  to  recover  them  from  the  tem-  i 
porary  dcpre««.ion,  occasioned  by  their  re-  I 
celviii<;  ho  <Ii  legates  from  England.  Tver 
atoce  niy  arrival  we  have  regularly  attended 
aO  their  meetings,  which  are  numerous  and  [ 
daily.    It  delights  mc  beyond  measure  to  see 
numbers  around  me  who  appear  to  sacrifice  i 
all  other  objects  lo  the  great  cause  in  which 
ttjiy  iffc  engaged.    To  the  superficial  ob«  | 
server,  the  extreme  se^'erity  of  the  sentence 
Of  Mr.  Muii  and  Mr.  I'almer,  may  appear  to  ; 
contradict  if  hat  I  suy  of  the  dispositkm  of  the  : 
peuplc,  bull  am  happy  in  heinii;  able  to  as-' j 
sure  you  of  its  truth.  The  fears  of  tlie  Bo-  t 
nmgli-iiioni^  are  mudi  greater  here  then  ' 
in  F.ngland,  and  the  vengeance  (not  the  jus*  ; 
tice^  of  the  magistracy  corresponds  j^erU  t  tly  , 
With  his  apprehensions.  The  fate  ot  TuUner  | 
and  Mtur  iias  made  a  deep  impression  on  the  ; 
paMlBmlMl*  A  report  bad  beoQ  ctniiteed 
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yesterday  that  it  was  the  inteotioo  of  eovem- 
ment  to  send  the  latter  on  shipboard  irome- 

iliaiely ;  great  puins  were  taken  to  preserve 
tiie  people  tranquil,  as  it  was  appreheiHiprl 
that  it  might  be  an  artifice  of  lUc  conunon 
eiMmy,  in  older  to  excite  disturbance,  and 
this  opinion  appears  to  be  founded,  as  Mr. 
Muir  was  desired  lo  hold  imuself  m  rcadincM 
to  go  wherOy  or  when  he  knoweth  not ;  indeed 
nouiing  can  exceed  the  folly  of  the  proceed- 
ings against  this  man,  they  seem  careful  that 
nothing  shall  be  omitted  to  be  done  that  can 
possibly  attach  the  public  notice  and  affection 
to  him;  he  is  conhncd  w ilh  another  person 
in  a  small  room,  the  lioor  of  which  is  ul  stone, 
and  no  more  than  two  visitors  are  permitted 
to  be  in  the  room  at  the  same  lime;  in  sliort, 
all  judicial  proceedings  here  are  suromary,and 
all  punishments  are  severe  in  the  extreme ;  if 
a  man  is  suspected,  he  is  immediately  appre- 
hmded,  and  undergoes  a  secret  ejuuninatwii; 
this  was  the  case  with  Mr.  Hamilton  Rmrao, 
who  was  apprehended  on  Tuesday  in  Blr. 
Muir's  room,  in  about  two  hours  after  his  ar- 
rival, upon  a  charge  of  stuniOLs  i:stei<- 
TioNS,  and  for  mhich  he  is  held  to  bail  to  stand 
trial;*  this  excellent  patriot  has  it  in  con- 
templation to  make  them  a  present  of  the 
bail,  as  he  thinks  it  ma^  be  acceptabk  g  he  it 
acrom{aniedby  the  honourable  Simon Btttlefi 
and  both  return  to  Ireland  this  day. 

**  Since  even  the  intentions  of  men  are  here 
become  matters  of  legal  inquiry,  and,  in  some 
deforce,  of  putii<>hnient,  and  as  the  crown  law- 
yers may  attribute  what  intentions  they  please 
to  the  accused,  it  is  not  improbable  but  the 
delegates  from  Ix)n(1on,  notwithstanding  our 
utmost  caution,  muy  be  honoured  by  a  visit 
from  those  worthy  alguazils.  Be  not,  howw 
ever,  apprehensive  about  us ;  for,  upon  exami- 
nation, i  find  the  proceedings  here  something 
more  miM  than  those  of  the  mquisitimi.  We 
are  prepared  accordingly.  We  have  taken 
our  rcjohition  to  follow  the  example  of  colonel 
Ulbourne,  m  refuiiuigto  iin>werany  questions 
until  the  people  are  admi  ted;  and  then  to 
maintain  that  we  are  bound  lo  answer  a  cri- 
minal charge  only  before  a  jury  of  the  country, 
who  alone  can  determine  its  guilt  or.  its  inno- 
cence. 

**  Pray  inform  me  why  my  friend,  and  col- 
teagiieis  not  here;  if  a  continuance  of  his 

disorrler  unhappily  prevents  him,  it  will  be  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  send  another  bv  the 
meeting  of  the  convention.  If  you  had  sent 
tweiity  delegates  from  England  (and  if  your 
acti\ily  and  exertions  bad  equalled  those  of 
the  citizens  here,  three  times  the  number 
might  h«fe  been  sent  with  ease)  its  efleets 
wiuild  have  been  great  beyond  calculation.  I 
judge  from  what  f  see ;  and,  I  hope,  that  no 
exertion  ^11  be  wanting  on  your  part  to  to- 
duce  the  Other  societies  to  Ibllow  the  example 
which  yoM  h  tve  set  thrm  ;  for  myself,!  beg 
you  to  iiiionn  tlie  society,  that  no  personal 
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con&iderstion  ahail  ever  shake  mv  seal  m  a 
cause,  the  aceomplialuiieiitof  whie^  from  my 

earliest  year^  I  have  ever  considerca  at  an  in> 
dispensable  du^,  and  vrhicb,  at  present,  de- 
rives a'fresh  impulse  from  the  miseries  of  that 
<iass  of  men  iiroai  whom  I  have  no  right  to 
think  myself  removed.  Tn  times,  like  these, 
the  post  of  danger  is  the  post  oi  houour ;  and 
be  wbo  irill  not  be  used,  ought  to  be  atened. 
I  •nip  nr>  yaut  bumble  servant, 

Charles  SfNci  AiR, 

**  Dele^te  from  the  Society  for  Caustitu- 
tional  Information,^ 

^  D.  Ademi,  esq.  secretary  to  tbe  Society 
fiir  Coottitutioiiel  Infonnatioo." 

«  liobinson'i,  UUk  Wolk^ 

''Dear  sir;— Upon  mature  reflection.  I  beg 
leave  to  requestthat  the  society  may  be  pleased 
to  appoint  a  secret  and  select  eommtttee,  to 
 such  further  communication  as  shall 


Trial  of  John  Home  Tooke 

1  am. 


[220 
dear  sir,  your 


you  refuse  touttend  upon  your  brethren  from 
im  the  talents  and  mtqu^nty  ul  tlie  soeiety.  i  England,  who,  at  so  much  expense,  and  from 
ght  to  be  confided  in ;  Here  at  the  advanced   so  great  a  distance,  have  come  to  unite  their 


Will  keep  my  promise, 
very  bumble  servant, 

**  Charles  Simclair, 

**  Delegate  from  the  Society  for  Conatita* 

tional  Information." 
**  P.  S.  Pray  have  tlie  goodness  to  order 
me  the  Morning  Chronicle  from  RidgwiQr's,  Ar 

I  have  no  time  to  spend  in  a  coffee- nou^." 

Addressed  **  D.  Adams,  Secretary  to  tbe  So* 
detjfor  Constitutional  Information.'* 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— "i^on  read  liie  let* 
ter  dated  7th  Nov.  1793. 

''Sir; — I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform 
you,  tliat  the  delegates  from  the  secieties  in 
I^ndon  have,  at  length,  arrived  at  Edinburgh. 
Dclpgntrs  from  the  other  sorictics  in  England 
and  who  are  now  upon  the  roitd,  will  soonalto 
be  bare  to  wait  upon  the  FOIBN  1)8  OP  TUB 
PEOPLE,  in  order  to  c^t^blish  an  IX DISSO- 
LUBLE FUATERNITY  between  the  two 
nations,  and  to  adopt  those  measures  which, 
at  this  awful  period,  toAy  ba?e  a  Cenden^  to 
appear  proper  to  be  referred  to  thetn  :  they  |  save  the  country. 

will  necessarily  be  invested  with  a  responsible  I  "SOLEMNLY  pledged,  as  you  are,  ton 
BOwer  to  return  an  immediate  answer  to  my  |  eommon  «nd  JUST  cause,  no  hardship  and 

letters:  the  time  i«  now  nr^rly  arrived  when  no  expense  can  be  ihtur^ht  t  jo  great  for  you, 
it  shall  be  necessary  lor  you  to  do  much  or  no-  i  while  you  are  cou!>ciouit  iUAi  you  arc  di»- 
tbmg  ;  upon  all  similar  oecasions,  what  has  |  chargin|;  your  duty.  With  no  propriety 

bcoii      fatal  as  distrust  ^  A  rtmimiMrr- f  n  ined 

from  the  talents  and 
OUL 

guard  I  am  ready  to  set  the  example 

**  Mr.  Skirving  called  upon  us  this  moniing, 
and  informed  us  tliathe  expects  a  very  full  cou- 
▼ention;  and  tliat,  in  consequence  of  our  ar- 
rival, many  new  aocieties  are  tormed,  and  form  - 
ing  in  dififtveat  parts  of  the  country.  Lord 
Daer  is  just  eone  to  town. 

"I  vvish  you  to  send  me,  immrdi  iti  ly,  a 
nuinl  er  of  your  publicatioos,  a»  I  think  they 
may  be  dbtributed  here  with  infinite  advan- 
tage. You  can  send  them  by  the  Royal 
Charlotte,  from  the  George  and  Blue  Boar, 
Holbom,  directed  to  mc  at  Robinson's,  Leith 
Walk. 

"  Although  Mr.  Muir  is  in  very  bad  health 
he  IS  e]U)eclcd  to  be  instantly  removed  to  Lon- 
don ;  if  so,  let  me  assure  the  society  they  can- 
not oblige  the  Scotch  wore,  tliati  by  paying 
bim  ever^  attention ;  they  consider  him  as  a 
martyr  m  tbMr  cause.  A  subacription  ia 
opened  for  him  here,  aud,  perhaps,  it  may  be 
very  advisable  to  forward  it  in  London,  as 
mtioi  as  possible;  for,  b^  all  accounts,  his 
small  fortune  baa  been  quite  impaired  in  tbe 
public  service. 

*  The  Friciids  oi  the  People,  in  Edinburgh, 
invited  the  two  Irish  gentlemen,  mentioned 
Ui  tny  last,  and  Mar^^rol,  Gerrald,  and  my  - 
self,  to  a  sumptuous  dinner,  which  they  had 
prepared  for  us.  Tbe  health  of  my  constitu> 
ents  was  given  with  lliree  lime<^  three;  in  re« 
turn  for  which  I  look  upou  me  to  assure 
them,  that  they,  who  have  so  long  deserved 
well  of  their  eoontqfi  shall  not  now  relax 
their  endwfouiv-iaMitt  coBfidcnoe  thai  th^ 


aflfections  and  deliberations  with  you. 

"  I  feel  it  my  duty,  in  coincidence  with  the 
!>cuUineut:>  of  the  general  couiiuittee  here, 
again  to  recall  the  SOCIETIES  by  their  dei^ 
gates  to  tiiis  place.  Every  moment  is  preci* 
ous,  aud  delay  is  synoniraous  to  treachery. 

"  I  expect  thermre,  air,  to  have  the  honour 
of  seeing  you  on  the  19th  current,  in  the 
GENEUAL  CONVENTION  OF  THE  DE- 
LEGATES, in  compliance  with  tbe  public 
advertisement,  which  I  was  bound  to  insert 
in  my  official  capacity,  in  the  (MZCTFEER 
of  vcbtcrday  ;  to  which  I  entreat  your  parti* 
cuiar  attention. 

"  If  you  cannot  jpossiblv  attend,  it  wi!!  he 
proper  to  caU  the  COMMi  n  EE  of  your  SO- 
CIETY to  appoint  one  or  two  in  your  place. 
No  e\crti<in  on  ihe  part  of  a  friend  shcmld  be 
wantinc  at  tins  important  crisu  to  render  thia 
CONVENTION  stiU  more  respectable;  and 
none  who  have  the  cauteal  heart,  and  (hsccm 
how  MUCH  IS  AT  STAKE,  wiUbe  remiss. 

"  Let  it  be  our  ardent  prayer  to  GrOD,  that 
his  wisdom  may  direct  their  measures,  and 
that  his  benediction  may  attend  th**  evcculion 
of  them.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 
*  «*  Willi  A  %f  SninviN-G,  sectetaiy/' 

**  Edinburgh  Nov.  7th,  1793. 
Addnased  **  D.  Adams,  esq.  TookaV 
ooort,Clianfieiy-laoe,  London.*' 

Mr,  Attorney  General. — The  next  letter  I 
ofifer  in  evidence  is  dated  Tolbooth,  the  S4th 
of  ^mrngy,  if    Sam  Mafguot  to  UtHj, 
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wlnchl  fcad  fisr  ^porpoM  of  thowing  then 

were  armed  associniion*  proposed. 

Mr.  John  Gurntli.—i  touod  thu  paper  in 
Mt.  Ilamljr'a  house. 

[It  was  read.] 
[Fide  Hardys  TVial,  miUh,  Vd.  U,  p.  470.] 

Mr.  Attorney  Genfr«l.->I  will  now  produce 
aktlcrofMr.  Thelwall's,  who  your  lordship 
rtcoUects  is  also  an  associated  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Sodety ;  and  I  produce  it  Ibr 
&e  purpose  of  having  a  pas^awp  in  it  read  rc- 
blive  to  the  address  of  the  26th  of  January, 
of  the  Jjondon  Correspondin^Society  ;  having 
btfore  md  the  letter  by  winch  that  address 
waa  oommunicated  by  Hardy,  the  secretary 
of  the  London  Corresponding  Society,  to 
Adams,  the  secretary  of  the  Constitutional 
Society  ;  and  having  read  the  entry  of  the 
S4th  of  Jaouarv,  1794.  which  states^  that 
the  most  eiceuent  address  of  the  London 
Conesponding  Society  was  approved  of  by 
the  Constitutional  Society."— I  have  taken 
the  liberty  of  mentioning  thus  much  because 
I  understand  in  the  last  trial,  in  my  absence, 
this  Irtter  n^  t  read, your  lordshifi  think- 
iai^  it  wa!>  not  evidence.— I  conceive  that  it  is 
fndence,  and  I  beg  leave  to  ofler  it. 

Mr.  G  Ms.— Mr.  Tooke  deiiici  me  to  make 
no  objection  to  it. 

The  iieverend  Richard  WUliamif  sworn, 

Mr.  S'lUcitor  General, — Look  at  that  ktter, 
^tkxtiHg  it  to  the  nitnett)' — Do  you  know 
whose  band-writing  it  is  ? — believe  tiie  s%* 
aeture  to  be  Blr.  Thelwall's. 

Did  you  ever  see  Mr.  Thelwail  write? — 
Tea. 

Wliat  do  you  say  to  the  rest ;  is  that  his 
haDd-wriltngi*— I  do  not  know. 

[It  was  rcad.j 

Dear  Jack; — I  send  you  three  dozen  of 
aimgs,  copies  of  either  of  wluch  I  would  have 
•vcii  ^'ive  to  whoever  may  ask  for  them  that  is 
likely  to  sing  them;  I  beUrvr  at  this  time 
ttiey  may  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  if  wdl  dis- 
semioated  :  I  have  printed  three  thousand  of 
each  ;  thry  sell  like  wildfire. 

"  I  send  you  also  a  little  pamphlet,  contain- 
inc  an  extract  from  aspeecnof  mine,  for  pub- 
lishing whirh  the  bookseller,  is  now  in  \(mv- 

Ste,aud  is  to  be  tried  for  sedition;  1  send  you 
Ma  copy  of  the  indietment;  show  them 
about  to  your  firiendi^  they  will  illustrate  moe 
of  the  soD^. 

You  will  also  fcoeive  seven^  copies  of  ad« 
dresses  published  by  the  London  Correspond- 
ing Sonrty;  one  of  them  was  drawn  up  by 
myseU,  the  other  is  partly  the  work  of  Home 
Tooke,  and  partly  of  the  citizen  who  has 
stgned  it  nn  cnairman  :  we  had  above  a  thoii- 
&iud  people  assembled  to  pass  these  resolu- 
tions ;  it  was  a  glorious  day — a  day  of  triumph 
tr)  Iihertv,  tf!  v.-hi-h  I^rita'm  hereafter  4wc 
a  coQMderable  part  of  her  happiness. 
^IvaadMitaan  al  the  dmoer,  and  I  as- 
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ana  you  I  gave  them  some  fine  lOMli^  Ah» 

pa  ira.pa  ira,  ca  ira  ! 

**  Give  some  cupics  of  tiie  resolutions  to 
Sampson  Read  Fountain;  and,^  shorL 
spread  them  about  as  much  as  you  can ;  I 
have  distributed  above  fifteen  himdied  witik 
nAy  own  hand. 

"  London  is  not  the  only  place  that  is  alive^ 
Scotland  is  full  of  liber^  boys— She£Rc1d, 
Norwich,  UanebcHer,  and  neaps  of  places  the 
same ;  in  short,  I  believe  the  country  will  not 
be  humbugged  any  longer  ;  nnd  that,  before 
half  of  tlie  nexi  campaign  m  over,  the  wise 
men  of  Gotham  will  be  oblieed  to  call  back 
their  troops  from  the  triumphant  r^pllUiG  cf 
France,  and  grant  us  our  kigotb. 

**  Adieu,  citisra  Jack,  I  can  think  of  no- 
thing but  politic?  ;  prny,  ■'•v hen  you  have  any 
advice  to  give  me,  do  it  olump  and  open,  with-- 
out  any  apolo^,  it  is  tne  duty  of  mends  to 
speak  their  minds  without  restraint;  and  re- 
member I  am  the  ndvocale  of  equmli^  mtuL 
perfe^  freedom.  Yours, 

«  J.  T^BLwaix." 

"  I  send  you  also  sonic  resolutions  passed 
at  Norwicii,  and  a  Scotch  newspaper,  in  whicli 
you  will  find  the  trial  of  our  delegate,  Mar- 
garet ;  Gerrald,  our  other  dele^te,  and  Sin- 
1  clair,  dele2;nte  of  another  patriotic  society,  set 
off  last  mghi  lo  be  tried,  cast,  and  sentenced 
to  transportation  also;  hut  patriots  disdain  to 
stoop  before  oppression,  aiu  set  igrianti  and 
tyranny  at  defiance." 

Addressed  "  Citizen  Jack  Vellam** 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  shall  next  read  an 
entry  from  the  Constitiiticmal  Society's  hook» 
reliLtivc  tn  the  mode  in  which  the  toaaty  at 

Sheftield  kee[i  public  fasts. 

[The  following  entry  was  read  from  the  books 
of  the  Society  for  Constitulioual  luforma- 
tkin:] 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Consti- 
tutional Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  Uveru,  Strand,  Fridayi  Stst  Marclu 
1794, 

*'  Preskmt, 

"  Rev.  Mr.  Joyce  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Hull,  Mr. 
Sharpe,  Mr.  Kydd,  Mr.  Wardle,  Mr.  Ash- 
more,  Mr.  FilxgenM,  Mr.  Stark,  Mr.  Beek, 

^Tr.  Kawcett,  Mr.  Chatficld,  Mr.  Ilolcroft, 
Mr.  Jennings,  Mr.  John  Williama^  Mr. 
Richter. 

**  Resolved  unanimously,  Thdl  the  sec re- 
tary  of  this  sodely  be  directed  to  write  to  the 

friends  of  pau:e  and  reform  ut  Sheffield,  and 
to  assure  them  that  this  society  views  wiih 
ploHore  their  steady  exertions  to  obtain  a  fiiir 
representation  of  the  pt  oplt  of  Great  Britain 
in  parliament  and  the  proper  methods  winch 
they  have  taken  to  employ  asefirlly  tiiose  days 
which  nny  he  appointed  for  public  fasts. 

"  Resolved  unanimously,  That  this  reso- 
lution be  publisUed  in  the  newspapers. 

Digitized  by  Google 


mi 


35  GEORGE  III. 


Trial  of  Joftn  Home  Tooke 


^Resolved  unanimously.  That  this  motion, 
wheo  minted,  be  transmitted  to  the  society 
or  the  Friends  of  Peace  and  Reform,  «t  Shef- 

field. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  anniversary  dinner 
of  this  society  be  held  oa  Friday,  the  Sd  of 
May,  at  the  Crown  aod  Anchor  tavern, 
Strand. 

«  Resolved,  That  cuiztii  Wharton  be  re- 
qoested  to  take  the  chair  on  t  hat  day. 

"  Resolved,  Tlial  citizens Thoiiip>on,  Chat- 
field,  Wardie,  and  VV .  Shai^,  be  requested 
to  accept  tha  office  of  stevfaras  on  that  day. 

"  They  being  piesent  accepted  of  the  said 
office." 

Mr.  Attorn*  V  Grneral. — T  rend  that  entiy 
because  I  slid li  pr  e&ently  otier  to  your  lord- 
ship in  evidence  what  was  done  at  Sheffield 
upon  the  public  fast 

[1  h  1  i!!n  ving  cntr>'wri~  r  '1  from  the  brol  = 
ot  tlic  bociety  for  CoubUlutiuoal  Infuruta- 
tion  :J 


u 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Consti- 
tutional Information  at  the  Crown  and  An- 
chor tavern,  Friday,  March  28tb,  1794. 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  •nti,  Vol.  M,  page  5Gi.] 

"^^T.  Attornct/  drrirrc!  —  T  do  not  f".ii(l  the 
word  citizen  m  the  book  before  the  21st  of 
March,  1794.  I  will  now  call  Mr.  Maclean 
to  prove  tlie  tinding  in  Mr.  Adams'^  j  nvsrs- 
sion  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hardy,  stating  the 
names  of  those  members  whon\  they  delegated 
to  the  Consiilutional  Society,  according  to 
the  last  order,  t«i  invite  them  to  send  to  this 
soeiety,  next  1  rsday,  a  delegation  of  some  of 
their  mrnihers. 

Mr.  Thnmas  Maclean —  l  found  this  papcr 

in  the  po<>9esiaon  of  Mv.  Ad  tms. 

[U  wus  lead.] 

"  April  3d,  im. 
"  Citizen  ; — I  am  directed  to  send  to  the 
society  tor  Constitutional  Information  the  foU 
lowing  resolutions  of  the  committee  of  the 
London  Corresponding  Society,  April  3d, 
1794. 

"  Resolved^  That  Matthew  Moore,  John 
Batter,*  John  Thdwall,  Richard  Hodgson, 

•**  His"  [Mr.  llorne  l  uoke'sl  *'  Sunday  par- 
ties were  not  unfrequently  enlivened  by  the 

inlrodtu  tinii  of"  rvtr  inrdin.'ry  men,  or  the  in- 
terveuUun  of  miere^tiue  anccdoleH.  One  day, 
jtist  as  dinner  was  ready,  and  when  all  the 
company  were  already  convoked  in  the  draw- 
ing-rooui,  the  name  of  Mr.  Baxter  wa«»  an- 
nounced, who,  on  account  of  his  heiug  a 
stranger,  could  not  obtaiu  admittance  fartlier 
than  the  hall     The  host,  hi«i  usual 

courte»y,  ordered  that  he  sbuuld  be  cviulucled 
into  the  apartment,  in  which  the  giie»ts  were 

then  siltiui:,  dccldriii;;.  at  ifu  sarue  tiinc,  ll.;it 
he  believed  there  most  be  ^nw  uu»t4ke,  a^ 
he  waauBacqiiainted  with  aoy  one  who  bore 
thisnaoke.  OobiscninnBt^thestiaosirob- 


and  John  Lovett,  members  of  this  -society, 
arc  appointed  to  hold  a  conference  with  sucb 
snembers  of  the  society  for  Constitutional  In- 
foniuition  a>  they  shall  think  fit  to  appoint, 
at  seven  o'clock  to-morrow  evening,  tne  4th 
April. 

**  Thomas  Uainr,  seerataty," 

Addressed,  "  D.  Adams,  <;ccretary  tO 
the  society  for  Constitutional  Infor- 
matioa.'' 

[The  following  entry  was  rend  Trom  the  book 
of  the  society  for  Constitutional  Inforaia- 

lion :] 

"  At  :i  ^Tcctini]^  of  tlic  sui  icty  for  Consti-» 
tutional  information,  at  the  Crowu  and  An« 
cbor  tAvem, Strand, Frkiay,  April  4, 179-1." 

[  VideUaxdf9 Trial,        Vol.  «4,  page  563.] 

Mr.  John  Gurntll. — I  found  this  paper  in 
Mr.  Hardy's  possession. 

Mr.  Attorney  Oemral. — ■Tlii'?  is  a  paper 
found  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  ILirdy.  but  it 
seems  necessary  I  should  prove  it  to  oe  hin 
fi  iivt  writing;  it.appcars  froni  tl;e  book,  vtmr 
lordship  observes,  that  he  was  present  on  the 
4th  of  April,  1794 ;  this  papcg*  statas  wbal 
passed  upon  the4tb  of  April, 

Ateianier  Grant  9worn. — Esamttied  by  Mr 

Soticitor  Genertif. 

Look  at  that  ^per ;  can  you  tell  whose 
hand*writiDg  it  is  7 — 1  caniM^  I  never  aaw 
this  before;  I  cannot  swear  to  the  hand* 

writing. 

Whose  hand-wril'mg  do  you  believe  it  to 
he  ?—l  cannot  say ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever 

saw  it. 

Do  you  know  Tiioniiis  Hardy? — Yes,  very 
well. 

Did  you  ever  sf c  him  write?— Frequently. 
Now,  U>ok  at  the  paper,  and  say  whose 
hand-writing  you  believe  it  to  be? — 1  cannot 

say. 

served,  *  that  he  was  one  of  time  who  had 

*  the  hoiMKir  of  being  tried  along  witli  Mr. 

*  Tooke,  and  that  he  had  now  taKen  the  li- 
'  bcrty  to  re|mir  to  \S  uuUkiluu,  to  pay  his  re- 

*  spects  in  person.' 

♦*  •  Ah,  my  f^nnit  sir  I  I  recollect  you  well!* 
exclaims  the  hoary  traitor,  '  and  gcntle> 
'  men,'  adds  he,  turning  at  the  saane  tiQ»e  to 
t!jL  company,  *  permit  m*-  to  iiitr<KUice  a  bro- 
'  ther  sudferer  to  you;  he  is  a  hltle  tellow, 
'  wliom  I  never  saw  but  once  before ;  Ua  be 

*  is  at  the  same  time  a  hero :  Ibr  while  we 

*  were  in  the  Ifitil  Jork,  about  to  \ic  arraigned, 
'  aiul  as  yet  uncerlaiu  o>  our  late,  he  sti  ppcil 

*  lorw«ra  to  me  and  exclaimed :  Mr.  Tooke, 

*  our  lives  have  hitherto  been  but  of  !;tt!c 

*  servico  to  our  country ;  let  us  then  behave 

*  like  men,  and  see»  if  by  dying  bravely,  we 
'citirint  pi wvc  of  some  service  to  the  om  - 
'  Ui' II" caith/ " — Memoirs  of  John  Home 
Twkc,  l>y  AksantUr  StepiufU,  etq.;  Vol. 

p.  900. 
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D*  7011  briUlt  it  to  be  his  hand-writing  ? — 
I  cmnoot  9wear  thtt  it  is  his  hand-mitlog  ;  if 
I  mw  bis  nftme,  1  could  tell  better. 

Lord  Cluef  Jutliee  %re^Yott  hftve  Men 
ftim  write? — Yes 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre.-— From  the  know- 
ledge you  have  acquired  of  his  manner  of 
writing,  do  you  or  not  believe  that  to  be  his 
liand-writing  ? — It  is  so  difi'eront  from  what  I 
Jiavc  seen  Uilbre  ol  tiis  hand-wnnng,  xhii[  I 
do  not  believe  it  is  his. 

Mr.  Attorney  General — I  ttj  apologize 
le  your  lordihip  for  thi»  ejuunuiaUon ;  the 
nilMM  eiNw*  to  it  before. 

Crunt — I  said  then  I  could  notswcarto  it. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyrt  —The  question 
vol  Id  you  is.  Whether  frooa  having  seen 
Hardy  write,  vou  have  such  a  knowledge  of 
his  manner  of  writing,  ;i<*  tf)  bp  able  lo  form  a 
belief  1^1  at  it  IS  lu5  hand-wrUaig  or  nut.'' — I 
cannot  say  that  it  !;>  his  hand  writiO|^  for  I 
did  not  ■scit  him  write  it. 

Lord  Chiet  Justice  iCyrr— You  ou^ht  to 
loHfir  that  is  not  the  qnestioD  asked  you ; 
7-ctj  arc  not  asked,  whether  he  did  in  fart 
write  it  or  no,  but  whether  you  believe,  from 
the  IcDowledge  you  have  of  his  hand*writhj^ 
that  it  is  his  hand  writing  or  not?— Themis 
a  similarity  of  hand. 

Mr.  SoiuUur  General. — '^'ou  liave  said  that 
vou  do  not  bciicve  it  to  be  his;  do  yoli  abide 
by  that  or  not  ?-  4  beg  to  look  at  it  again  ;  it 
is  certainly  like  ins  hand-writing  but  1  can- 
not swear  to  it. 

You  iiavc  told  the  jiir}-  that  you  do  not  be- 
lieve It  tu  be  his  hand;  I  ask  you»  whether 
9«i  abide  ^that  anewer?— I  cannot  awear 
that  it  ia  hn  baod-writing;  theie  iinainii- 
Jahtv. 

You  must  tell  us,  whether  yuu  abide  by 
vtatjfoa  said:  you  told  the  jury  you  did  not 
bellf  ve  it;  do  you  say  that  again ;  because,  if 
J  ou  do.  It  is  very  well ;  you  have  a  right  to 
judge  for  yourself. 

Mr.  TiKike. — It  will  be  very  difficull  for  him 
to  abide  by  his  opinion ;  for  he  has  said  both 
«nyt;  that  be  didbelieve  it  to  be  similar,  and 
that  he  did  not ;  but  we  do  not  object;  I  have 
DO  objection  to  Mr.  Attorney  f  jenfral's  dis- 
crediting his  own  evidence,  but  1  imvc  uo  ob- 
jaelioo  to  adnnl  thlt  aa  evidence,  and  to  the 
|uers  being  put  in. 

Lord  Chiei  J  ustice  £yre.^I  cannot  do  tliat ; 
I  ONHt  see  that  what  la  admitted  is  evidence 
to  whirh  nf)  obicction  oocun  to  me. 
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Crumi.—L  can  only  say,  it  is  very  like  the 
land-writing  of  Mr.  Hardy;  I  cannot  swear 
toil. 

Mr.  Attorney  Oeneral. — I  will  now  read  an 
entry  from  the  book  of  the  society  for  Con- 
stitutional Infiwrnation,  of  the  lith  of  April, 

[It  w.is  read.] 

l^Vidt  Ifardy's  Trial,  nnti,  Vol,  34,  p.  564.] 

Mr.  Tkomai  Maeieun.-^l  found  this  peper 
m  Uto  poaicMioD  of  Mr,  AdftDu. 
yOLBCV, 


Mr.  Attorney  Oenerol^thh  paper  is  • 
rough  draft  of  part  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
11th  of  April,  1704.  I  wiU  call  Mr.  Wood- 
All  to  prove  whose  hand-writing  is  in  it. 

{To  Sir.  \Vm.  Woiulfiill )— Whose  h.ind-writ- 
ing  do  you  believe  this  to  be  ? — 1  am  a  stranger 
to  the  band-writing  of  the  substance  of  the 
paper;  but  there  are  inlerlineations  of  the 
word  "  Society" — in  twd  places,  which  I  be- 
lieve to  be  Mr.  HorneTooke's  writing. 

Is  tiiere  another  interlineation  of  a  few 
words,  which  have  hern  vtmck  out  a^ain  ? — 
Yes;  but  I  cannot  speak  10  ttie  hand- writing,. 

Mr.  Ybote. — 1  believe  I  have  written  the 
word    soriety"  here  twice. 

Mr.  SoHcitor  General. — Mr.  Sheltoii,  you 
will  read  this  paper,  and  you  will  take  notice, 
that  theie  is  a  word  with  a  line  drawn 
round  it. 

[The  rough  draft  was  read.] 

Mr.  Tooke. — Mr.  .Solicitor  General,  if  .mi 
will  give  me  leave,  and  I  believe  you  will 
think  it  very  proper,  by  the  evidence  you  have 
produced,  for  nie  to  explain  tht^  paper;  and 
I  hope  I  do  not  do  wrong  to  point  it  out  to 
you;  my  memory  helps  roe  in  this  respect; 
and,  with  that  evidence  which  you  have 
heard,  enables  me  lo  say,  that  this  i?  plainly 
a  very  idle  business,  done  to  save  the  secretary 
trouble — 

Mr.  Attornqt  GcneroL-^l  shoukl  be  sorry 
to  interrupt 
Lord  chief  Justice  Syrt^Ttua  is  ob9erv»« 

tion  upon  the  eNndence. 

Mr.  Tooke — Your  lordship  will  see  it  is 
notobserTation'  ■ 

Mr.  Altornet/  General. — It  gives  me  great 
pain  to  interpose ;  i)ut  that  cannot  be  per* 
milled  to  conic  from  a  jjenllcnian  bccauhe  he 
takes  an  active  part  in  his  own  cause,  which 
should  shut  the  mouth  of  hi^  counsel. 

Mr.  Gibbi. — As  to  Uie  gentleman  him.self 
taking  a  part  in  this  cause,  it  is  utterly  im- 
[M>ssible  for  any  eouniel  to  posaesa  himself  of 
this  wue, 

Mr.  Attorney  GentraL^l  am  sure  I  can 

rely  upon  the  candor  of  Mr  Gibbs,  so  far  as 
to  (io  me  Justice  in  the  «!ituatioo  in  which  I 
staud;  if  he  will  luturui  tiie,  that,  in  his  judg- 
ment, there  is  the  least  degree  of  imfmpriely 
in  my  interposing,  I  will  not  interpose  agttn 
during  the  whole  of  the  cause. 

Mr.  OtMt.— I  certainly  never  will  give  my 
judgment  upon  any  impropriety  ofyonrs^- 

Mr.  Tooke, — If  the  Atlonu  y  ( Jenc  ral  will 

S lease  to  cast  his  eye  upon  this  paper,  he  will 
nd  I  am  not  making  observations,  or  doing 
any  thing  improper ;  he  will  see  that  words, 
which  were  evideally  taken  from  this  paper, 
havo  been  read  as  a  part  of  it  which  ought 
not  to  ha\'c  been  reaa  as  a  pari  of  it ;  and 
X  am  0om£  to  explain  1m>w  it  happened, 
that  this  dSflSeulty  arose— I  am  not  going 
to  make  cxceplion  lo  any  *\i\n-z  that  j):i>«- 
ed,  but  that,  in  a  papei  the  clerk  has  rr  iJ, 

wofds  have  beca  read  (not  impropcil^  in 
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him)  which  make  no  part  of  the  paper — there 
afe  two  ways  of  erasiQg,from  aoy  wriiiogf  Uiai 
whkbjroudo  sot  mean  thtll  make  m  fwrt  of 

it— one  is,  by  striking  your  pen  through  the 
word  you  mean  lo  erase — another  is,  by  en- 
circling it  willi  a  line;  this  is  encircled,  and 
ytt  it  is  read  as  if  it  was  pad  of  this  paper— 
you  might  as  well  read  the  erasure  of  a  paper 
tliat  is  era&ed  one  way,  aa  the  erasure  of  a 
paper  that  k  eraaed  another  wiy— this  is  the 
onlj'  thing  I  was  going  to  remark,  to  show 
you,  that  Uua  was  ao  erasure  and  how  ii  hap- 
pened. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Thisis  not  aproper 
time  to  do  that — hut  your  observation  upon 
reading  it,  if  it  appears  to  you  not  to  have  been 
properly  read,  is  fair  and  right— because  it 
ought  to  be  properly  read — you  say  there  ap- 
pear to  be  words  struck  out.  and  other  words 
put  Id  over,  do  not  you?  and  youeonoeive  the 
words  put  in  over  ought  not  to  be  feed? 

Mr.  2(wAce.— Ncs  my  lord. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Bvnj—Tht  paper  is  to 
be  read  as  it  is ;  and  if  there  are  words  that 
arc  struck  out,  and  other  words  put  in ;  or,  if 
there  are  words  put  iu  in  parts,  without  stnk- 
iog  out  the  other  words,  yet  the  whole  of 
the  paper  must  be  read, and  must  be  seen, and 
then  it  wiil  be  for  the  judgment  uf  the  jury, 
what  is  the  real  paper  taken  altogether,  ado 
^^l)ich  cannot  be  detennined  piuparfyhj  eay 
budv  but  the  jury. 

Mr.  illormy  Generel— Tow  1ovdihip.«iU 
permit  me  to  put  the  Court  in  raind,  thi^  Mr. 
Solicitor-general,  when  he  put  the  paper  into 
the  hands  ofMr.  Shelton,  desired  bun  to  take 
notice  where  there  was  »  word  vith  a  Ime 
drawn  round  it. 

Lord  Ciiicf  Justice  £yrc. — The  paper  is  to 
be  read,  and  with  that  word  scorea  all  round 
it — whether  tliat  word  ought  to  be  taken  as 
])art  of  the  ceolents  of  the  paper,  or  ought  not 
to  be  taken  aa  pait  of  the  eontenta  of  the 
paper,  will  be  fur  the  judgment  of  the  jury. 

Mr.  Aiiomty  General. — I  only  wish  now  to 
say,  by  way  oi  explaining  myselt^  that  I  desire 
tu  have  the  fact  known  to  jour  kMdship  and 
the  jury,  what  words  were  scored  round,  with- 
out saying,  in  this  stage  of  the  cause,  that  I 
have  any  (^scrvHlion  to  make  upon  that  fact, 
but  I  wished  tu  have  that  fact  ascertained. 

1^1  r.  SkeUoa. — I  mentioned,  as  1  read  the 
paper,  that  the  worda  were  aeored  round. 

One  of  the  Jury. — We  shall  hv  c^id  to  un- 
dcrstaud  what  words  are  scored  round. 

[The  paper  handed  lo  the  Juiy.} 

"Mr.  TiH)ke.—T^y  the  very  questidn  of  the 
jury  i  am  pertecily  satisfied  that  what  I  was 
goNif  to  lay  would  have  been  walalle  Mr. 
Attorney-general,  to  the  Court,  and  on  every 
side,  and  U  was  not  meant  by  way  of  obser- 
in^oa. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — If  it  is  now  to 
explain  the  apprarancc  of  the  paper,  Ibat  Cer- 
tainly is  breakmg  in  upon  theu  case. 

Mr.  3b0k»-I  aubniktojourloidriip^  tfant 


it  is  no  such  thing,  and  if  Mr.  Atfeoroey-general 
had  not  miatdua  my  otujeeL  i  should  ui  one 
minute  baireawred  all  fm  tmie,  «hieh  iaapp 

chief  object.  Your  lordship  has  before  ^ev 
two  papers  instead  of  one.  1  am  notmaung 
observations  ur  explanations,  except  for  the 
aciUrantage  of  the  attomey-s^ral  and  tlw 
Court,  and  I  believe  I  am  not  breaking  in  upon 
any  rule  of  law  ;  1  did  it  merely  to  save  time, 
for  It  is  no  ol^ect  to  m»— it  is,  in  &ct,  two 
papers— it  is  a  report  ot  the  committee,  and  a 
resolution  of  Ute  society.  By  eacirchog  the 
wokA  ComtmHcm  tritii  a  line,  that  copy  swiea 
for  two  copies.  W  i  th  the  word  conventkHaia^ 
it  is  the  report  of  the  committee — With  ^ 
word  convention  oiil.it  is  the  resolutioa  of  thd 
society— that  was  all  I  was  going  tO-Mjk 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Evre. — ^There  is  no  atat 
of  objection  to  your  explanation,  but  that  it  ia 
exphmation  by  observation  upon  the  aildnca, 
and  therefore  should  have  xnade  part  of  your 
case;  but la^reethatyourobaarvationiafiu^ 
and  probably  is  well  founded. 

Mr.  Attoriuy  General. — This  mode  ofcon^ 
ducting  a  cause  makes  it  necesnry  for  me  to. 
go  pemaps  a  little  out  of  order  too.  I  meant 
W9  calling  year  lordsbtp's  attention  to  thoae 
words  bemg  scored  round,  to  apprise  the 
court  of  the  facL  I  say  no  more  now,  thaa 
thatlhaveagrealdbil  toobaim  opoB  that 
very  fact. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — I  have  no  doubt 
at  att  that  xottfawre,  it  la  certainly  opemaob- 
aervation. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General. — I  am  now  going  to 
produce  a  letter  of  tlic  10th  of  Apcu,  179a» 
trum  Uaidj,  which  ia  innttwatt  in  tkat 

minute. 

(  To  Mr,  Maclean.)— \S  here  did  you  find 
tliat  pper    In  the  poaseasion  of  Mr.  Adams. 

( 'lo  Alexander  Grant.) — You  say  you  have 
seen  Mr.  Hardy  write  ;  look  at  the  signature 
tatbif  letter, and  teUme  nheteii  ia  ttiai 
hend>writing  F— I  beUete  it  ia. 

[A  letter  from  Tliomas  Ilardv,  to  Daniel 
Adams,  dated  the  10th  of  April,  1794,  read.] 

[Kidf  Uai4y*a  Trial,  eal^^  Vol.  S4»  p.  M6«) 

Mr.  Solicitor  General. — ^This  is  a  printed 
cirt  tihir  letter  of  the  London  Corrcspondini: 
booety,  which  was  found  in  the  poesessioa  oi 
Mr.SamtatNorwieh. 

Mr.  J<imes  WaUk.'^l  fbhnd  this  printed 
letter  in  the  ponesiion  of  Aic  Satntat  Noc^ 
wich. 

[Circular  Lcllcf, signed  Thomas  Hardy,  r^&d.] 
[Vide  liardy's Trial,  ante,  Vol  94,  p.  481.] 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — Here  is  a  bimdlc  of 
the  same  papm ;  1  shall  call  Mr.  Lautua  ta 
prove  wneve  no  luuuu  mem. 

Mr.  V.ihtard  /^autuiU— •!  f 
in  Mr.  Hardy's  house, 

Mr.  Attnrnty  G«m»raL — I  am  now  going  la 
lead  a  letter  weh  vaataidia  ''^  '^'^ 
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iAs  mM  tfr.  fiftfdv,  ffOM  Atemidcf 

Mitchell,  ?rrrctary  to  the  society  n.t  Strat- 
ItaTCB^  stating  that  he  liad  received  a  circular 
iflMT  impectme  a  Bkftish  Conventioii  to  be 
beM  in  England,  and  thM  Uiey  had  ippoioAed 
•  delegate  to  attend  it. 

Bir.  Edward  hauttm,-^!  found  this  paper 

[Letter  from  Alexander  Mitchell,  to  Thooias 

Hard  V,  d«led  filnthMOi,  9th  ol^April^  17P4, 

read.] 

£  f  <ae  Hardj's  Tnal,  antif  Vol.  S4,  p.  483.] 

Nr.  Attornty  G«iera/.— The  Norwich  So- 
ciety, your  lordabtp  rccoUecU,  was  a&sucialed 
with  the  ConrtitmiwMl  Society.  I  aheU  now 

fToxe  that  they  came  to  a  resolution  to  send 
(kiegiat:6  lu  tile  Britiah  Conventioo  aa  aooA  as 
callea  for. 

(To  Mr,  fTaZiA.!— Where  did  you  find Ifais 
book  ?— At  Mr.  Saint's  at  Norwich. 

[The  foJiowing  entry  was  read  froia  tiie 

said  book :] 

**  Monday  J  FcLmary  ZUh,  1794. 

M  vOeiifnl  M«etuig  of  Delegates,  held 
41  PMle>Oeller,  ^ 

•*  Tt  -was  unanimously  re  ulvcd,  That  one 
Of  mUre  delegates  should  be  sent  to  the  next 
gnenl  eonventioo,  to  mod  m  called  for  by 


Mr.  Attamejf  General. — I  am  now  going  to 
read  a  letter  flaipd  April  the  '.Mth,  1T94,  from 
Brutol  to  the  Luudua  Corresponding  Society, 
tdatife  to  thb  object  of calttng  a  geoenl  coo- 
fiCBtion. 

Mr.  JoAij  OurnelL — This  paper  I  found  in 
 1  _  jj^^r  r 


{Letter  fnuk  the  Bristol  Consttlulional  So- 
ciety to  Tliomas  Hardy,  dated  the  84th  of 

April,  1794,  read.J 

[rtde  Hardy's  Triai^aitf^,  Vol.14,  p.  484  ] 

Mr  Jttorney  General. — ^The  next  is  a  leller 
from  the  society  at  Newcastle,  to  ilardy, 
dated  the  «4th  of  April,  1794,  which  desires 
an  answer  to  he  dircclcd  to  James  Smitli, 
ioioer,  to  Uie  care  of  Mr.  Uuntcr,  pubhcan, 
Butdhler  Buik.  I  will  call  Mr.  Guroell  to 
prove  in  whose  possession  he  found  thisletter^ 
and  then  I  will  read  tb*^  ;in«u  c  r  to  il. 

Mr,  John  Gurmll. — i  luuud  tins  paper  in 
Mr.  Haid/ft  house. 

CLeMor  dated  Kewceetle-iivon-tyne,  S4th 
April,  1794,  addressed  Mr.Uonling,No.99 

or  19,  Piccadilly,  London,] 

IVtfk  Hardy's  Trial,  ow/r.  Vol.  S4,  page  483.] 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — Here  is  a  paper 
which  has  indorsed  upon  the  back  of  it — *'  Copy 
of  OB  answer  to  Newcastlo>«ipoik»TyDe^  biIr 
dirwscdto  John  Smilh,"&c. 

Mr.  John  (jurHcll. — i  Ibund  this  paper  ill 
'  *  Hndy. 


I    Bfr.  AttmteffGeiurml.'A  leid  thin  pa  per  to 

prove  that  this  is  a  communication  of  their  in- 
tention relative  to  a  coaveniion ;  and  m<ewise 
h  is  adedantioo  under  the  hand  ofThomas 
Hardy,  that  the  committee  of  correspondrtice 
and  co-operation,  which  your  lordship  spes 
had  been  appointed  upon  the  llUiof  April, 
ttet  twice  o  week. 

[Answer  dated  thelstofMay,  1794,  to  the 
letter  from  Ncwcasile-upon-Tyue^  deled 
April  the  24th,  1794,  read.J 

{Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  o«ie,  Vol.  24,  p.  484.] 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  will  now  prove  a 
letter  from  the  .secretary  of  the  Sheffield  Con- 
stitutional Society,  which  was  found  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  The! wall,  whom  your  lord- 
ship will  recollect  to  be  one  of  the  committee 
of  correspoodeooe  end  co-operation.  It 
states  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  in  the  open 
air  at  Halifax,  of  persons  from  Leeds,  Walce- 
field,  HttdderflfleM-ind  Btadford,to  consider 
on  the  measures  to  he  adopted  preparatory  to 
a  general  convenuou,  and  desiring  the  direc- 
tions of  the  London  Conre^nding  Society. 
Mr.  WSIkum  T&n^sworn. 

Mr.  William  Turn. — I  found  this  peper  on 
the  person  of  Mr.  Thelwall. 
\Uxtm  dated  Sheffield,  May  llth,  179I, 

signed  William  Broomhead,  6ecrelary,reiMi.] 
[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  tmti.  Vol.  24,  p.  487.) 

Mt.  Attorney  General. — T  am  now  groin e  t'> 
prove  an  entry  in  thfc  account  book  Mr. 
Adams  spoke  of  upon  the  14i1i  of  March, 
1794.— "Cash  paid  Thelwal!,  bv  nnlrr,  six 
guineas."  Your  lordship  rccoilecb,  mat  I 
have  proved  the  address  of  the  20th  of  J*, 
nuary*,  I  am  arcing  to  explain  th:»t  evidence 
by  a  short  letter  of  Mr.  Tnelwairs,  found  in 
the  custody  of  Mr.  A^ms,  the  substance  of 
which  letter  is,  that  he  sends  for  a  li-t  of  the 
members  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  In- 
formation, at  the  request  of  citizen  Tooke, 
and  at  the  request  of  the  same  he  desires  six 
^iinea«!,  whicli  is  the  sum  mentioned  in  this 
Book  to  be  [uid  to  him  for  printing  the  last 
2,500  addresses. 

Mr.  Thomat  Mnclciin.—\  fotmd  this  ptper 
in  the  possession  ot  Mr.  Adams. 

[The  tbllowuig  extract  was  read  from  a  book 
containing  the  general  recopt*  and  dis^ 
burseinents  of  theSociety  for  Conatitiatioiiel 

Information  :] 

"  Friday,   i  itli  Marc!),  1794,  cash  paid 
Thelwall,  by  order,  six  gumeas." 

[The  letter  was  read.] 

"  Citizen  Be  kind  enough  to  let  ray  boy  ' 
have  a  list  of  the  Society  Ibr  Constitutional 
Information  (at  the  request  of  citizen  Tooke) 
when  I  send  him  to- morrow ;  also,  by  the 
request  of  same,  six  guineas  for  printing  die 
last  1^900  addiesici^&c.  Your<;, 

«  J.  Thelwall." 

AddieiBed«l&,D.  Adani.** 
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Air.  Attorney  Gcnerul.—l  have  read,  out  of  [ 
the  ConsUlulioual  Society'!*  book,  a  resolution  1 
of  the  21st  of  March,  1794,  which  h  in  these 
worils — "  Resolved  unanimously,  Tlial  tlie  ! 
becretaiy  of  this  Mjcicty  tte  directed  to  write 
to  the  mends  of  Peice  and  Beform  at  Shef- 
field, an<l  to  assure  thcni  that  this  society 
views  witi)  pleasure  their  steady  exertions  to 
obtain  a  fair  representation  of  the  people  in 

f arlianiciit,  and  the  proper  methods  which  ! 
Iiey  have  taken  to  employ  usefully  those  l 
days  which  may  be  appointed  for  public  fasts."  ' 
I  will  now  call  a  witness  to  prove  bis  finding, 
in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Hardy,  an  account  of ' 
the  proccedmgs  upon  the  Fast-day  at  Shef-  { 
field,  together  witn  a  resolution  of  ttic  Cor- 
respondititr  Society,  and  a  resolution  of  the 
Constitutional  bociety,  printed  together. 

Mr.  EihMrd  laamii^Thit  it  one  of  the 
books  1  Ibuod  in  Mr.  Hardy**  boost. 
[It  was  read.] 
[Vide  IlarrlyV  Trial,  ante,  Vol.  24,  p  656.] 

Wiilium  Brvomhead  sworn  —Jf^xamined  by 
Mr.Io9. 

Were  yo<i  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 

Society  at  Sheflit  Id  >— Yes. 

Were  you  secretary  to  that  society? — ^Yes, 
for  about  five  month*. 

You  were  secretary  up  to  the  month  of  May 
iast,  1  believe? — Yes,  when  I  was  taken  up. 

Did  yon  know  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Yorke,  otherwise  called  Redhead  ?• — Yes. 

Did  he  attend  the  01*^01  in;;s  of  that  so- 
cieU  ? — Frequently  he  did  aticnd. 

Was  Yorke  a  settled  inhabitant  of  Sheffidd, 
^r  only  an  occasional  comer  tbereF— Onljr  oc- 
casional. 

Do  you  remember  a  meeting  held  on  the 

Castle  hill,  at  Sheffield.— Yes. 

When  wak  that  ?— 1  was  at  that  meetinE. 

I  believe  it  was  on  the  7  th  of  April  ?— Yes, 
J  was  at  that  mtctine. 

^Doyou  remember  having  anv  conversation 
with  Yorke,  prior  to  that  meeiiug,  in  which 
iho  business  of  that  meeting  was  arranged 
between  you,  Yorke,  and  any  other  person  ? 
— I  do  recollect  a  meeting  4>(  that  sort,  but  I 
do  not  recollect  alt  the  particulars  that  might 
be  discourM^  upon. 

Was  Gale  present  at  that  meetinc  f — Yes. 

Were  there  any  body  but  Gale,  Yorke,  and 
vou  at  Hut  uiccting  ? — I  think  there  might 
oe  several  more,  but  I  do  tioi  recollaci  parti- 
cularly their  names. 

You  arc  an  associated  member,  I  believe, 
of  the  Con*.tiltitional  Society  in  London  ;  are 
you  not?— I  s>upposc  I  was  sometime  back. 

What  was  settled  to  be  done  at  the  meet- 
ing on  the  Castlc-hill,  which  was  to  be  held 
upon  the  7tb  of  April? — The  resolutions  were 
drawn  up,  aw)  it  was  agreed  that  an  iddiass, 
f  r  the  substance  of  what  was  to  be  delivered 
M'cre,  ^bould  be  wrote  by  Mr.  Yorke* 

*  Sec  his  Tfui,        1795.  in  tbia  Collec- 
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Was  any  address  to  ParriameiU  ig>reed  -to 
be  prepared.' — No,  to  the  king. 

Was  there  anv  agreement  lespccting  th« 
propij-iiv' any  address  to  parliament? — ^That 
moliou  wa^  made,  but  it  was  negatived. 

Was  there  no  arrangement  between  you, 
Yorke,  and  Gale,  respecting;  the  negativing 
that  motion,  prior  to  tiie  time  of  its  being 
made? — ^It  was  so  settled,  but  I  had  no  Toice 
in  it. 

Between  whom  was  it  settled  that  thpre 
bhould  be  a  propositiou  at  this  meeting  made 
for  addressins  parliament ;  and  that  that  pfO- 
poMtion  should  lio  negatived  when  n?ade.*— 
There  were  Yorke  and  Gale,  but  I  ^uppooe 
that  was  settled,  as  it  was  determined^  to  pe- 
tition the  king 

You  say  it  was  settled  lielween  Yorke  and 
Gale  that  such  a  projioeitkm  should  be  made^ 
and  should  he  negatived  ? — Yes. 

Who  was  to  msdce  that  motion  ^ — They  or- 
dered me  to  make  the  motion  for  addressing 
parliament. 

Did  yuu  afler%vards  at  the  nief  tin^  held  on 
the  7  th  of  April,  in  consequence  ot  iliii  agrce> 
ment,  make  thai  motwn    I  did. 

Do  you  recollect  what  were  the  terms  of 
Uie  motion  tliat  you  made?— «That  a  Detitioa 
should  be  drawn  up  to  the  House  or  Conv 
mons,  prayinj;  fur  a  reform  io  the  rcptCMi^ 
talion  of  the  peontc. 

Upon  your  making  that  motion,  what  pass- 
ed amongtt  the  people  assembled?— It  was 

opposed 

anybody  second  it? — No,  1  think  it 
was  not  Seconded;  to  the  best  of  my  reeol* 

lection  it  was  not. 

In  wiiat  manner  wa^i  litat  motion  received 
by  the  persons  assembled,  with  applause,  or 
di^aj>prul)alion,  or  how?— The  people  in  such 
meetings  generally  wait  for  the  c«)untenance 
of  the  leaders  of  tiie  meeting  very  fre- 
quently. 

I  ask  you  what  passed ;  how  was  your 
nioUon  received!'  — 1  do  not  recollect  that 
there  was  either  approbation  or  disapproba- 
tion shown  by  the  peo|)lc  themselves,  but  it 
was  opposed,  I  suppose,  previous^  or  rather 
before  they  might  show  either  their  approfaik> 
tit)n  or  di^appr^falion. 

And  nut  bemg  seconded,  it  fell  to  tlie 
ground  ?— Yes. 

And  that  had  been  previuusly  settled  be- 
tween Gale  ai^  Yori(e  ? — Yes,  that  was  set* 
tied. 

Do  you  remember  the  speech  that  was  made 
upoji  th;it  occasion  by  Yorke ?— I  remember 
he  did  uiakts  a  speech,  but  i  cannot  fecoUect 
the  substance  or  it. 

Was  that  speech  published  ?— It  was. 

(lo  Mr.  MmelemH.) — Where  did  you  find 
this  paper  Ibuad  it  in  tbe  poetetsiew  of 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Law  to  WUliam  Broomkead. — Did  vou 
send  any  number  of  these  printed  pamphlets 
to  Mr.  Adams?— Yes,  in  a  box. 

By  whose  f>r(!er*^  ^ — The  ptPm#  IImA  ttf^ 
f^ftd  about  Lne  mccUn^.  ' 
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By  Yorke  and  Galef — Yes,  and  seteni 
other  pertms. 
YoQ  were  to  sead  Hbam  to  Admsf—No; 

to  Uardy,  I  think. 
RecoUecl  yourself  r — I  might  send  to  hulh. 

[Extracts  read  from  a  printed  pamphlet,  in- 
tittiled,  **  Proceedings  of  the  PubJic  Meet- 
ing held  at  shrffieid,  in  the  Open  w,  on 

the  7lh  of  April,  179*.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  ante,  Vol.  24,  p.  613.] 

WiUum  Broomhead  cross-examined  by 
Mr.  Gibbs, 

You  were  ouc  of  this  society  at  Sheffield  ? — 
Yes. 

Had  jrour  society  any  views  of  overturning 
the  goverDtneul  by  force? — No;  not  that  i 
know  of. 

ITad  any  of  tho*,?*,  with  whom  you  were  ac- 
(juskUited,  aoy  idea  of  overturn  injj  the  govcrn- 
nmt  hy  fbreef— Mm,  that  I  know  i^. 

Had  the y  any  idea,  or  intention,  of  attack- 
iop  the  person  or  character  of  the  kiog,  in 
this  constitution  P — No,  they  had  not. 

How  were  they  aftectcd  to  tlie  kingt-*- 
Afiiectcd  to  the  king!  whyaaweUaiMijf  pe»> 
|de  in  Kiigland. 

Had  they  any  intention  of  overturning  the 
Bouse  L'lrd-,  or  of  breaking  in  upon  their 
auihohly  in  lhtsi>late? — No;  not  to  uiy  know- 
kiae. 

iTad  any,  nliom  you  knew,  of  the  =:orirty, 
ttysucii  ioteuUons? — ^No,  not  to  my  iuiow- 

Nona  that  70a  kotm,  of  coune,  hadP— 

Ho, 

What  was  the  object  of  tiie  society  i* — A 
idomitDtbe  damorimlirat  part  of  the  flritiab 
CWa^titution. 

What  do  you  mean  by  the  democratical 
part?'-The  repretentative  part— in  theHouie 
af  Commonii. 

Your  only  object,  then,  was  a  reform  in 
Ihit  House  of  Paifianieotr-It  ia  aU  that  I 
know  of 

Do  you  know  of  any  other  views  in  any  of 
the  societies  ? — I  know  of  no  other  views  in 
any  of  tlie  societies. 

Was  it  t!ic  intent,  of  any  you  knew  in  this 
^Kicieiy,  lu  oliuin  even  that  end  by  force  ? — 
Nona  that  1  know  of. 

WUUam  'Bromke&i  ffr-esamincd  lij  Mr.  £«v. 

When  it  waa  agreed  that  tbey  should  not 

petition  purliamcnt,  but  your  motion,  for  that 

KrpoH",  was  to  be  negatived,  did  you  appre- 
imI  then  that  this  reform  was  to  be  ob- 
tained bv  the  medium  of  parliament? — That 
was  seitM  amoj^gst  a  veiy  few  pcrwoJi  aa  I 
Sfokc  uf  before. 
Do  you  apprehend  that  to  have  been  the 

objcrt  'A' pcr^'Oii'^  hy  whom  it  was  settled, 
namely,  1  urke,  Gale,  and  yourself,  to  obtain 
it  IhrMigfi  the  niadiuai  of  pailknient?— If 
they  or  any  other  persons  had  those  evil 
fiaira^il  nna  uAtowa  to  mm ;  wd  I  am  cer- 


tain  to  the  major  part  of  the  society;  if  there 
were  any  individuals,  either  Torke,  Oak,  or 

any  other  who  had  such  views,  it  was  im- 
known  to  us ;  but  deference  was  paid  to  them 
in  the  ordering  and  conducting  the  affairs  of 
the  society. 

What  wa«  your  reason  for  being  a  party  ia 
this  sham  motion  ? — There  arc  many  men. 
beiidae  me,  that  are  not  expert  in  law  and 
government,  and  yet  mav  agrer  with  the  ho- 
nest views  of  their  frieods,  or  those  they  look 
upon  as  their  friends,  eonndering  them  as 
SLiperior  ia  understanding:  to  themselves;  I 
was  secretarv,  and  thereTorc  it  became  my 
office  more  than  my  choice. 

To  make  eluini  motions :  answer  my  i|Qce* 
tion,  why  you  was  a  party  to  that  sham  mo- 
tion?— 1  was  a  passive  person,  as  being  lecre- 
taiy,  and  reoeivuig  a  small  allowance  on  that 
account;  I  was  passive  m  th  it  particular,  and 
was  frequently  told  itiat  i  luui  no  right  to  give 
my  sentiments. 

Do  3rou  knoirwheitOale  ia  gpne^-^  do 
not. 

You  have  not  teen  or  beard  any  thing  of 
him  lately  ? — I  have  not 

Mr.  Justice  T^u  rence. — What  \vf>re  you  fre- 
quently told  r — i  have  been  opposed  giving 
my  opinion  and  sentiments  also,  as  oeing 
secretary ;  I  have  been  toU  tlMfe  that  I  iiad 

00  right. 

George  Widduon  sworn. — Examined  by 
Mr.  Xor. 

Were  you  a  member  of  tfie  Coostitutioiial 

Society,  at  Sheffield  ? — Yes. 

When  did  you  become  a  member  of  that 
society  ? — U  is  better  than  two  years  ago. 

Of  what  particular  division  were  joa  a 
member  in  that  society?— We  weie  not  In 
divisions  at  that  time. 

Afterwards  of  what  division  were  you  • 
member  ? — I  think  it  was  number  one. 

Were  you  delegate  of  that  division?—- 
Part  oftnetime. 

When  were  you  elected  a  delegate? — At 
the  time  that  those  divisioos  were  Irst  foror 
ed,  I  believe. 

Do  you  recollect  when  that  was? — I  do 
not ;  1  bt'lievc  the  books  will  explain  it. 

Was  It  m  U9%  or  1793?— I  really  do  not 
know. 

Of  what  number  might  your  society,  in  the 
whole,  consist,  to  tlie  best  of  your  iuuiwiedge, 
at  its  largest  number  P—Abwt  ttx  hondmi 

regular  members,  1  bclirvc. 

iiow  often  were  the  meetings  of  your  so- 
ciety  held  ?->Once  a  fortnight. 

Cm  any  particular  day  in  the  week  ? — There 
was  a  particular  day  adapted  to  each  divi- 
sion; uurs  was,  I  think,  uu  the  Tuesday  or 
Wednesday. 

How  often  were  the  general  mcrtings  of 
the  society  held? — They  were  not  tjxactly  the 
same;  sometlmca  they  were  regular,  somo- 
timesnot;  they  weieiboilt  OPW  •nMUl^  OT 

ooca  ia  sit  week*. 
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When  did  you  first  s«e  Vork  at  SbeAield  f 
^PMnpt      lAicht  Im  iMM' traon  two  years 

00  jrou  mean  from  the  preseot  time? — 
Yet;  I  fbMc  it  is,  or  bettwihaB  thaft. 

Then  it  was  somewhere  towards  the  latter 
end  of  the  year  ir9Sr— Yes^  I  think  tome- 
time  in  that  year. 

DM  you  see  hiiti  kt  any  meeting  of  the 
society?— Yes ;  I  hare  seen  him  at  several. 

When  did  you  first  see  him? — ^The  first 
timo  I  tiir  bm,  I  think,  msM a  fntrnd*! 

Do  you  recollect  when  you  first  saw  him  in 
the  chMr  at  way  of  Ihote  iMeetings  ?— The 
first  time  I  him  in  the  chair  was,  ^  Re- 
lieve, at  a  meetmo  io  Queen-street ;  the  only 
thing  I  can  recolT^t  it  by  was,  that  it  was 
lome  few  monthtafttlr  tM  eMeutkMi  of  the 

jcin|  of  France. 

1  h»t  would  then  be,  perhaps,  the  beginning 
of  the  yt  ir  Perhaps  it  was. 

Was  Yorkc  generaUy  in  the  chair? — He 
vwL  when  he  was  at  the  meeting,  generally 
fo  tlw  Mbr, 

How  !ring  afler  you  fir^^l  saw  him  in  the 
chair,  did  he  continue  at  Sheffield  ?— I  do  nut 
iccdifeet  that  he  stopped  tong  after  that;  per- 
baps  a  few  weeks. 

Had  you  orrnHion  to  see  him  often ?-*Not 
Tcry  often  at  liiat  time. 

Poyou  remember  a  meeting  of  the  fodoty, 
held  m  the  back  fields^  whoD  wajf  del^^tes 
were  elected  ?— Yes. 

Who  wcfo  elected  delegates  f«»Mr.  SroDme 
was  elected  a  (Irl  r^Titp. 

Where  wat  he  delegated  to^^To  the  con- 
venUon  at  EdlnlMifli. 

Who  was  Brown  ?— When  he  first  came  to 
Shcftleld  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  a  player, 
and  afterwards  he  took  up  that  of  an  at- 
torney. 

He  was  delegated  bj  your  society  to  Edin- 
burgh, to  the  convention? — Yes. 
Did  he  go f— Yes. 

Was  hr  «tuj>poried  there,  do  you  know  ;  or 
•were  his  lamily  supported  by  your  society  ?— 
Ibeiievoboth 
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Do  you  remember  Yorkc  lodging  at  the 
bouse  of  one  Cawthornc  ?— Yes.  very  well. 

When  was  that  P— The  latter  cud  of  last 
March,  I  think. 

I  believe  you  attended  him  wfaen  he  was 
there  I — Yes. 

In  what  capacity     At  hit  hair^dfetter. 

Doyoi!  rcnicml)cr,  nhont  tlint  time,  having 
eo¥  conversalioa  with  Yorkc  respecting  amu? 
m^Vol  any  there,  to  my  knowledge. 

Where  had  you,  and  when  was  the  first 
iiflMf-^At  a  Mr.  Beal's,  a  grooer*!,  tome- 
ivbera  about  Hollis's  Croft. 

Did  Yorke  lodge  at  Beal's  ?~Yes. 

He  shifted  from  Cawthorne's  to  Deal's  ?— 
He  left  Cawthemc's,  aod  went,  as  I  under- 
etood,  tipoa  tome  buthieit  to  Manchetter; 
(when  he  came  back,  hr  wrnt  to  T^cnVf 

What  did  be  B^y  about arm«|  do  you  re- 


collect pikes  ever  being  mentioned?— Yet i 
we  have  firequently  spoke  about  fnket. 

W hat parlicuhir  convprsation  hr»d  vou  ahnut 
them  ?-<-Ue  teemed  to  agree  upon  the  neces- 
sity of  their  being  made. 

Did  he  give  you  any  directions  respecting 
the  making  any  part  of  them  ? — Not  direct. 

In  what  manner  did  he  indirectly,  if  he  did 
not  directly,  give  you  any? — He  gave  me  tO 
understand  that  Mr.  Gale  would  tnkr  a  dozen 
for  his  own  defence,  if  I  was  to  make  any  ; 
whether  he  had  the  order  fimn  Oale,orheai<i 
any  bor!v  else  snv  tfiat,  T  crinnot  snv. 

lie  told  you  Gale  would  take  a  dozen  ?— 
Ye». 

Did  you  make  any  for  n:i1c'— "^Vs. 

What  part  of  Uie  mstroment  did  yoa  make  f 
—The  handle. 

How  many  did  you 
or  a  (\i,tcVi  and  a  half. 

What  time  was  it  you  made  thete? — ctn^ 
not  recollect  the  particular  tiiM|  I  tbhlk  HI 
the  beginning:;  of  Aprih 

Did  you  show  any  ot  these  pikes  to  Yor ket 
took  eihe  with  vksy  wheii  1 to  dfVfea 

him  one  Tnornin?.  to  a4:  Wt^  opinion  fjf  the 
form  id  it,  and  the  lenelli,  whether  it  would 
do ;  he  said,  he  should  think  it  would  do,  or 
it  would  do. 

Have  you  any  other  employment  Uma  lhal 
ol  a  hair-dre^ser? — Yes;  a  turner. 

Then  you  understood  the  manner  of  mak<> 
ing  the  thhi|  yon  were  diMcted  tb  nahef-^ 
Yet. 

Did  he  Bve  you  any  directten,  as  to  the 
length  of  these  pike-bandletf— I  caaaetK* 
collect  that  be  cUd. 

What  wu  the  tift  of  the  pikeJHbMile  yon 
carried  with  yen  to  hhnf— About  teven  htH 
lon^. 

n  as  that  the  form  and  size  u  htch  he  ap- 
proved ?— Yet. 

Did  you  ever  ptiton  a  pike*heed  to  it  in  bat 
presence  ?— No. 

Have  you  fitted  anv  to  them  yourself? — I 
was  to  have  don^  if  I  had  gone  nNrwoid  wilh 
the  businett* 

Had  yon  any  eonvenation,  frwn  ttine  to 
time,  with  Yorke,  how  you  went  on  with 
them  ? — He  asked  me,  some  few  times,  how 
I  went  on ;  if  I  had  made  any  of  those  ban.- 
dles,  he  asked  me  some  lew  times. 

Did  he  tell  you  where  any  pikc-beads  were 
left  for  them  ?--I  do  not  recollect  that  he  did. 

Where  dkl  you  get  the  plS(0*heedt,  if  vou 
.^t  any  )— They  wete  tftcomefiram  one  Da* 
vison't. 

Did  yeo  knew  whether  any  beope  were 

used  about  these  pikes  ? — Tliere  werr  lioof  * 
put  on  at  the  end  where  tbe  pike  watt  put 
in  at. 

Who  provided  those  hoops  for  the  shafts 
you  had  nade?— I  pravided  thete  boope  my- 
telf. 

Who  gave  you  ai^ 

t!io*<c  I'lOijps.  whrrr  wu  were  to  tne  ni:i- 
tefMitot  wtuibibey  were  made;  were  they 
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iron' — r  s'ot  tliem  of  the  person  that  used  to  | 
ii  me  With  oti)«r  ir«iv  hoops  tUal  X  had. 
DidytnMl  Ibennji  uii  your  own  wcditf 

You  did  Qothiog  farther  lo  ihem  tiiaa  saako 
ti)C  tbalt«  and  put  on  tiiia  iMMp  f-^No. 

I  beJieve  you  afierwanU  villidmp  jounelf 
fron  this  society  ?— Yes. 

Did  )ou  assign  to  Yorke  vour  reasum  lur 
wkiMbmwing  yvunetf  N«I  did. 

What  c()!ivf  rsatio!)  pti^.^rd  between  von  and 
Yorke.  re&pecuuiK  ^our  wuhdrawmg  younkclt 
from  wa  mmmj  f I  Idd  hin,  one  nioroiog 
vhert  I  %vcnt  to  dress  him,  that  \  thought  we 
verc  i:<  u  ztoo  tiur.  «ith  rewocl  to  our  pro  { 
CMdiu^^^ ,  he  ulna  mtiawMt;  I  toU  oim  j 
b  reaped  of  universal  sufiVage. 

Dicf  voii,  CD  account  of  your  disUke  of  their 
piocee<iuiga,  viibdiaw  yourself  from  ixiu^ 
ttf  longer  *  member  of  that  society  f—Yes^ 
not  to  mtjch  from  any  dtslikc,  htit  I  was  ron- 
▼looed  in  my  owd  niuid  that  it  would  carry 
01  toe  hf  drawing  in  a  greater  number  of 
people  to  ;:^ive  their  %'oicc5  for  raember<(  of 

piihagient  be  tore  the^  were  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  the  Iwsuicaa. 

When  did  you  wtlbdntw  jrwilHlf  I— ^tee- 
time  in  April  last. 

Had  you  any  oonverealion  with  Davison 
about  the  pikes     Yes,  aeeml  tinei. 

What  did  Davison  teil  you  respecting  Ihem } 
—L  never  understood  any  thing  faitt^  from 
Pntiaan  than  tint  they  were  nnde  to  defend 
ourselves  with  nt  Shefbcld. 

Did  you  understand  what  uumber  liad  been 
Baie^^l  did  not;  I  retW  tMnk  I  wet  al- 
most  the  first  that  matic  any  handles. 

Did  any  body  elfe  make  any  ?--Unly  me^  I 
beUeve. 

Dki  Dwriaop,  or  any  body  else,  show  yon 
any  of  the  pikes  that  were  to  be  put  upon 
tbo«e  sb^s  that  had  been  pr^area  by  any 
ledy?— I  have  sees  foket;  there  were  two 

or  three  in  my  ylace. 

Describe  the  sue  of  tliem?— About  eight 
incbce  in  length,  perhaps  one  inch  and  a 
quarter  in  the  uroadest  pari. 

But  your's  had  not  beeu  fiUed  ou  i — No. 

George  Widdison,  rross>cxamined  by 

Mr.  Cibbt. 

Were  you,  in  those  proceeding*;  at  Shef- 
tdd,  an  enemy  to  the  king  or  to  his  antho^ 
tlly  ? — No,         t'orbiJ  that  1  should. 

Do  ynukiiovf  of  any  that  were  concerned 
la  thb  aeciety  who  had  any  inteirt  to  attack 
the  power  or  the  person  of  the  king  f— Not 
le  toy  knowledge  there  was  not 

lloukl  you  nave  continued  in  the  society  if 
^Mihad  any  apprehension  that  such  were  the 
wlentions  of  It  ? — I  would  not. 

You  did  cuntmue  in  that  society  a  consi- 
derable time  f — Yes,  sir. 

Voii  tatkc<l  rjt  nniversal  suffrage — what  was 
the  pUn  upou  which  jfour  society  generally 
plan  was  it  f-»It  fitti  orinnated 
vith  whit  «M  tovn  tip  tor  the  dokei  w  Bich- 
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This  letter  has  been  shown  you  before,  &om 
the  duke  of  Kichmoiid  to  colonel  Shacman 
Skews  the  Utter  to  tkt  w^iieu]— Was  that  the 
etter  frequently  read  in  the  society,  and  upDn 
which  the  society  in  general  acted  ?— It  is ; 
that  is  the  letter,  and  I  befiefe  that  was  tho 
general  idea  that  we  at  that  time  all  adhered 
to,  because  we  thought  there  would  be  no 
other  piau  bO  effectual,  to  make  tlie  iiuuse  of 
Commons  what  it  was  origiaaUy  iitondid  it 
should  be  by  the  constitution, 

i  uur  object  was,  that  the  House  shouki  be 
what  it  was  originally  intended  It  ilKmU  he 
by  the  constitution  ? — Yes. 

Had  you  any  idea  of  producing  this  reldnn 
by  feree  F— No^  never;  I  had  vA.  any  idea  ef 
the  kind. 

Do  you  know  that  any  other  member  of  the 
society  had  any  such  intentions  7— >No ;  J  do 
not. 

Did  you  understand  from  any  members  of 
the  soucty  that  any  such  plan  waa  in  agita* 
tion^->Mo;  IdUlnot 

You  say  you  afkrwnrda  vilhdwir  ywndf 
from  the  society  F — Yea. 

I  think  you  Mid  the  onfy  graand  Ibr  with* 
drawing  yourself  was,  tiiat  you  altered  yo\ir 
opinion  as  to  the  expediency  oi  universal  suf- 
frage ? — I  did. 

And  waa  that  the  only  ground  of  yovrwitb* 
drawine  yourself  ? — Yes,  the  principal  one. 

You  have  been  askoi  about  these  pikes^ 
you  say  some  one  told  you  that  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Gale  woultl  take  a  dozen  of  the  pike* 
shafts  from  you  if  you  would  make  them  ?— 
Yee. 

^^"  ere  these  pikes  to  be  made  for  any  other 
purpose  than  tior  defending  yourselves  from 
anyattacks,  which  you  had  reason  to  think  the 
other  party  would  make  upon  you,  at  Sheffield^ 
— I  believe  they  were  never  intended  for  nny 
other  purpose  I  remember,  in  particular, 
that  Gale's  hotise  had  been  attacked  once  or 
more,  by  a  great  number  ot*  ]:coplc,  when 
some  particular  news  was  come  to  town ;  tliey 
swore  vengeance  against  him,  on  aeeoant  w 
his  paper,  and  several  of  his  friends  were  then 
obliged  to  detend  his  house — several  were  so- 
licited to  come  on  that  account.  And  that 
was  what  I  nndcffstood  they  wanted  thoto 
arms  for. 

And  it  was  on  that  account  you  thitik  that 
these  pikes  were  provided — to  defend  him  and 
his  friends  from  similar  attacks  ? — I  under- 
Stood  it  in  that  hght;  atul  i  believe,  fronv 
whatever  J  knew  M  Gale,  that  he  was  too 
honest  a  man  to  have  any  other  tntentlott 
himself. 

But  you  know  that  this  attack  was  made 
upon  him  ?— I  cannot  say  I  was  an  eye-witima 
to  it,  but  I  had  it  from  responsible  witnesses 

that  did  know  it  and  saw  it. 
It  was  publicly  known  in  the  town  that 

such  a  tiling  did  passf — Vr=:,  anci  thrf  were 
butchers  and  other  people  threatened  my 
house  and  more. 
Whether  you  b^ve  not  beaidfetpleof  the 
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opposite  parlqr  at  Sheffield  declare,  in  terms. 
WKtiftherfe  umniM  l>e«ii  iataslon  thej  woohl 

first  fall  upon  you  T — Yes,  I  have. 

Do  you,  in  your  conscience,  believe,  that  the 
only  cause  tur  talking  ot  and  preparing  those 
few  pikes  was,  because  an  attack  was  really 
apprehended  from  Ibe  other  party  upon  Gale, 
and  those  who  were  of  bis  opinions?— I  believe 
that  WM  the  only  ground  that  ever  tbey  wave 
made  at  ail,  as  far  as  I  could  leam. 

Do  ^ou  recollect  any  instance  when  the 
iMNite  ID  which  you  live  younelf  was  attacked 
and  threatened  ?-  I  ran  not  say  that  I  do. 

Had  you  any  idea  either  of  y<nir  own,  or  do 
jott  conceive  trom  any  thing  you  bave  hourd 
nom  any  of  the  people  who  belonged  to  this 
socirty,  that  thcsf  pikes  were  to  be  employed 
for  aii V  {iurpu!>e  airainst  the  power  uf  the  eo- 
vernmentr^No,!  never  undentoodttiotbBt 
light  ;  hpcausp  the  rabble  that  was  among 
us  the  ^vernment  had  little  coocom  in :  I 
Iwlieva  spniM,  TbomM  Paon,  and  Mother 
lellow  were 'die  principal  cause  of  it  a!!. 

Pray  who  ia  Ihaithinl  person  that  you  speak 
of  ^— 1  A>rgat  bis  name,  the  man  at  Droofiekl 

I  believe  he  is  a  parson. 

Why  do  you  think  him  the  cause  of  it  ? — 
From  the  inflammatory  letters  that  he  pub- 
lished in  the  Sheffield  paper,  called  the  Cou- 
lant. 

What  was  the  purpose  ot  these  letters  ? — 
Beeeroroending  lo  the  party  eelled  hf  the 
name  of  Aristocrat^  to  takr  up  :irnis  and  exter- 
ienninate  us. — ^There  is  a  book  of  mine,  1  be- 
lieve, DOW  in  the  privy  ooundl,  winch  pobita 
to  this  particular  paper,  wheie  this  inflMunta- 
toiy  letter  appeared. 

A  book  that  was  seized  in  your  bouse,  that 
contains  an  account  of  these  very  papers  that 
you  spealL  ot'l— Yesy  the  principal  ones  of 
them. 

Ceor/nf^  iri</ci<4tJ«.  rc-e.\;imii  11  il  by  Mr.  Laar.         *  r    .   »i,    i  u  ■ 

°  set  fire  to  this  house ;  he  is  your  own  witness. 

You  said,  I  think,  there  were  some  persons  1  and  he  is  not  to  be  exammed  in  this  way. — 

who  thicatened  you  that  in  case  there  was  an  humbly  beg  your  lordship's  protection  or  the 

invasion  they  would  first  fidl  upon  you?—  t  witness,  or,  I  should  rather  .say,  protection  of 

Yes.  the  gentleman  at  the  bar;  ilx.  Law  is  putting 

WUI  you  name  those  persons  who  did   in  the  mouth  of  the  witness  that  Mr.  Wilidn* 

threaten  you  that  in  case  there  was  an  inva- 


Cu?— I  cannot  sav  it  did  at  that  tune,  but  I 
ve  been  frequently  told  by  other  people  that 
the  same  threat  was  made  use  of ;  but  I  can- 
not charge  my  memory  with  any  person  mak- 
ing use  of  tliat  threat  but  him,  though  I 
have  had  that  threat,  and  similar  ones,  nmde 
use  of  in  dtflnerent  companies  I  have  been  in. 

Do  you  remember  any  person  that  threw 
out  those  threats  in  the  difleient  coai|ianies 
yon  have  been  in  f— I  cannot  say  I  cea  par- 
ticularly. 

I  ask  yon  to  recollect  the  name  of  any  per- 
son that  threw  out  thos^■,  tfiieats  in  the  dif- 
ferent companies  you  have  been  in  }—A%  I 
never  expected  these  matters  would  he  called 
into  a  court  of  justice — I  never  paid  that  par* 
tirulnr  attention  to  the  people  who  made  use 
oi  tiiem ;  it  was  from  the  ecneral  tenor  of  the 
conversation  that  |iaeied  ttiat  I  apeak  of  thenfr 
things. 

Did  you  or  Gale,  or  any  persons  who  might 
be  the  object  of  thesethteats,  ever  apply  to  any 

mnj^i^tratc  for  protection  ? — No,  I  rannot  say 
that  i  did,  because  it  was  seldom  that  they 
ooaU  have  that  jostiee  done  to  them  whiaB 
they  expected. 

Does  not  Mr.  Wilkinson,  a  Tna?i«itratp,  re- 
side very  near  the  town  of  Shetliciii  i' — Yes. 

When  you  had  lately  a  riot,  did  net  heeome 
into  town  at  the  head  of  some  dragoons  and- 
r^tore  peace  there  There  was  no  dis- 
tuibanee. 

Was  not  a  house  began  to  be  pulled  down,, 
and  set  tire  to;  and  was  there  not  a  persoa 
executed  for  that  CTiDie?— Yes;  it  wee  not 
till  after  their  coming  that  this  riot  began  ; 
there  was  no  riot  till  Mr.  Wilkioson  bnHighi 
the  soldiers  in. 

So  Mr.  Wilkinson  and  the  soldiers 
the  riot  ? — It  be^n  on  th;tt  very  day. 

Then  thejf  bet  tire  to  tiiat  house  1 — 

Mr.  GiMt.— Hehas  not  said  Mr.  WiUdi 


aion  they  womW  fall  itpon  you — Name  any  of 
them? — i  call  only  recuikct  one,  because  we 
had  so  meny  of  these  wranglings  and  disputes 
about  p«»ritir<?  atul  thr  kuid,  thnt  1  rannot 
charge  my  nuuturv  lu  swear  to  any  one  per- 
son but  one,  and  that  one  is  a  person  who  is 
now  in  the  association  at  Sheffield. 

Wliat  is  his  name  f — William  i'rith. 

Was  any  bodv  by  when  he  threatened  you 
in  tliis  way  I  cannot  say;  tliia  was  at  his 
own  house. 

Wlien  \va3  HI — iiutuc  tnu  btfoie  llic 
armed  association  began. 

How  long  aijo  was  it? — .Above  a  twelve- 
month ago,  1  rather  thuik,  or  pretty  near. 

No  pikes  were  prepared,  I  think,  till  about 
Narch  li^t  No. 

^  that  ihi^l  did  not  very  much  Irj^huu 


son  and  the  dragoons  made  that  riot,  and  sat 

fire  to  the  bnu^e ;  that,  I  hutnbly  conceive, 
is  no*,  tlu  Nv  L\  n\  which  a  counsel,  examining 
a  wiint -s,  iirj;lit  10  put  words  into  his  mouth. 

Mr.  /, .  .  -  i  ain  not  putting  it  into  the 
mouth  ot  tills  witness,  nur  will  I  suggest  to 
this  mtness  or  any  other,  to  say  that 
which  is  not  the  tnitli  ,  t  ut  I  a-kcd  this 
witness  (who  takes  upon  iuuself  to  stale  that 
there  was  no  rntin  the  town  till  Mr. 


son  and  the  dragoons  came)  whether  they  oc- 
casioned the  riot.  1  have  asked  to  a  fact 
which  is  notorious  to  the  witness,  auU  per- 
fectly solo  nyself,  having  been  eaocsmea  in 
the  prosecution,  whether  a  house  wa?*  not  set 
on  hre,  aiid  a  luaxi  executed  tor  it. — I  ask  iiira 
whether  he  meant  to  impute  to  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son and  the  ^   '  - 

Trtifihifffi 
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Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Tbe  objection 
^nA,  lhat  instead  of  asiuDg  whether  Mr.  Wil- 
lEfaMon  tod  tfie  dragoons  set  the  home  x>n  fire, 
joustattd  to  the  witness — "Then  they  set 
ju«  to  titat  house  that  is  not  a  way  of  ask- 
ing a  question. 

Mr.  Gi^Af.— My  friend  sUlad  it  m  if  the 

Witnes*  had  so  ^Jiid. 

Mr.  Xmw. — i  a&iteU  him  U  he  did  say  so. 

Lord  Chief  Jnstioe  Jiy»«P-In(leed  you  did 
©ot  put  it  3P  question. 

Mr.  Law. — Vou  have  said  there  was  oo  riot 
tin  Mr.  Wilkinion  and  the  drains  caaie>- 
I>o  you  mean  to  say  that  the  not  was  occa- 
aiooed  by  tbem^ — I  l>eiievethey  priacipaiiy 
occasioned  it;  there  wu  none  before  they 

Lord  Chief  Justice  E^rt.—  Do  you  mean 
that  that  pruvoke  l  the  people  in  the  ttpwn  to 
■Mdoe  the  riot,  ur,  that  Mr.  Wilkinson  and  the 
dragoons  m:idr'  ilu  riot  ihemscIvL  s Tlie  la- 
lung  in  the  commons  was  the  prmcipai  cause 
of  it ;  the  people  rote,  and  opposed  the  ma* 
pistrates  in  doing  it ;  ihcy  1  rouL^ht  in  troops 
^r  the  purpose  of  protecUn^  them  m  doing 
it ;  that  enraged  the  minds  oflhe  lower  people 
in  She  file  Id,  and  they  were  dissatisfied  with 
Mr.  Wilkinson  for  bringing  the  troops  in, 

Mr.  Law. — You  said  you  could  not  have 
that  MHtice  done  lo  you  which  you  expected 
— Die!  ynn  ever  apply  tor  justice,  or  for  pro- 
tection, to  any  uia^strate  reskkot  in  or  near 
Sbefield,  and  were  refused?— There  have  been 
applications;  I  myself  have  applied  for  it, 
and  hetn  refused  :  I  applied  to  .Mr.  Wilkinson 
Ibr  it,  and  when  the  cause  oinie  to  be  heard, 
Mr.  Wilkinson  was  not  upon  the  bench,  and 
Mr.  Athorpc  decided  it  — I  was  in  a  public 
home,  we  happened  to  iiave  a  dispute  upon 
poGtica  as  usual,  and  we  got  from  one  thing 
to  another  tt!I  we  had  a  quarrel,  or  misunder- 
etandioe,  between  us;  at  last  the  greatest 
vert  of  ai«n  set  upon  me;  thqr  tunMed  me 
aown  stnif:,  shook  the  money  out  of  my 
pocket,  aoil  spent  it :  Mr.  Atborpe  connived 
at  the  busmess,  when  they  tendered  the 
Bioney  before  him  upon  the  bench,  and  threat- 
ened to  send  me  to  the  pillory  if  I  came  to 
iam  any  tnore  to  cumpiain  uf  such  a  business. 

You  Mid  you  had  mere  I  y  j  roceeded  on  ttie 
dakc  of  Hirhniund's  plan? — Yes. 

Mr.  Gibin. — Did  you  say  they  tendered  tbe 
■K>ney  before  the  justice  F— Yes. 

Mr.  Law. — Were  not  the  works  of  Paine 
read  to  your  society     Yes,  some  pari  of  them 

been  reed  there. 
•  Yoa  did  not  proceed  upon  this  plan  ? — No ; 
we  approved  of  a  great  part  of  fits  works,  be- 
cause It  was  wrote  upon  the  tinncipies  of  li- 
heity  and  freedom,  and  so  on,  out  there  were 
prrat  prtrfs  (jf  it  which  nnnr  of  us  understood, 
and  1  do  not  thmk  he  iiimscli  did,  j 

Did  you  proceed  upon  his  plan  or  the  duke  i 
of  Richmond's  ?-  Wc  went  upon  tl-c  A'.\^-.<:  of 
Bidamond's  plan  from  the  hrst  begituuug,  and 
1»v  flrictlv  adhered  to  that 
,  And  did  [lotdevialaiDtQFtiDe'f  plani— Na 


A.  D.  179^  \U2 

Mr.  Gibbs. — You  approved  the  duke's  plan, 
and  likewise  of  so  much  ot  Paine's  works  as 
fell  in  with  that  plan? — ^Yes. 

You  said,  at  the  time  that  you  attended  the 
justices,  the  people  that  got  this  money  ofilcred 
it  you  again  r — Yes ;  they  paid  it  down  before 
the  justices,  and  he  returned  it  to  me  himself. 

l\Ir.  StiU-ifor  General. — This  witness  has 
mentioned  tlie  conversation  with  Davison 
upon  the  subject  of  arms,  I  will  now  prove  a 
Irttrr  trom  Davison,  upon  the  same  SUlyecty 
luund  in  the  possession  of  Hardy. 

(To  Mr.  GunnellJ—W' htre  did  you  find 
this  paper?"-!  found  it  in  the  poieetsioa  of 
Mr.  Hardy. 

[Letter  dated  Sheflield,  April  the  2  nh,  1794, 
signed  Richard  Davisoa,  aiidre&acd  citixeu 
ilardy,  read.] 

{Vide  Hardy'e  Trial,  emd,  Vol.  t4,  p.  588.] 

Mr.  ^oitcUor  General, — There  was  another 
letter  to  the  Norwich  Patriotic  Sodety, 
from  the  same  person,  enclosed  in  thatlettefi 
which  was  also  found  at  Hardy's. 

flhMr.  GurneU.J— Where  did  you  find 
thispa]^?— niialrayndakoin  Mr.Haidj's 
possession. 

[Letter  sii^ned  Richard  Davison,  addressed  to 
the  secreiaiT  of  the  I^orwich  Patriotic  So- 
ciety, read.] 

[  Vide  Hardy^s  THel,  mUi,  Vol.  S4,  p.  588.] 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.-— (To  Widditon,) 
—What  business  did  Davison  follow  ? — A 

printer. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General. — Your  lordship  will 
recollect,  that  in  the  proceeding  of  the  &dlh  of 
March,  17M^  a  letter  firom  the  secretary  of 
the  Corrr«^pondinc^  Society,  to  the  Society 
for  Constitutional  Information^ dated  the  27th 
€i  March  was  read,  in  which  there  was  tiiis 
postscript  : — "  I  have  to  infjrm  you  that  a 
general  meeting  of  the  society  will  be  holden 
on  Monday,  the  14th  of  April,  the  place  to  be 
announcefl  by  public  advertihemcnL"  Your 
lfjrd8hipwillal8orecollectthat,Mr.Martin  wn^ » 

mem berof  this  society, proposed  by  Mr.  looke 
and  that  the  letter  of  thanks,  written  by  him 

upon  thnt  orra'^.jon,  ^ti^  rorr»'ct'"d  by  Mr. 
Tooke.  1  am  now  gouig  to  produce  to  your 
lordship,  the  paper  which  was  prepared  by 
that  Mr.  Martm,  of  resolutions  to  be  entered 
into  on  the  14th  of  April — they  are  not  the 
same  as  were  actually  entered  into,  biit  they 
were  prepared  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  being 
entered  into  upon  that  day. 

Mt.  Oibbi. — It  has  been  detennined,  I  be- 
lieve, that  in  order  to  show  a  general  plot,  any 
thing  fbimd  in  the  possession  of  any  n\an 
living  may  be  given  in  evidence — there  is  no 
doubt  that  in  Oils  way  it  is  evidence.— The 
ground  upon  wliich  the  court  h.is  decided,  I 
apprehend,  that  this  is  evidence,  and  upon 
which  certainly  it  is  admtsuble  according  to 
the  deciaioii  they  have  come  to  is,  that  Martin 
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was  a  member,  and  eveiy  Ihin^  therefore, 
that  he  has  ever  done,  ffinea  he  wai  a  VMiiiber, 

i>  evidence  against  Mr.  Tooke. 

l.ord  Chief  Jiisticf'  Eyre. — To  State  it  cor- 
rectly, every  thius  liiat  he  has  done  (he  beine 
a  member)  that  has  relation  to  this  general 
subject  is  evidence  respecting  that  general 
subject — it  is  a  different  proposition  lo  say  any 
thing  done  by  him  is  evidence. 

Mr.  GihU.—Awy  thing  is  atlmissible  evi- 
dence thc^  can  shape  to  this  case,  not  only 
the  acts  or  the  memben  of  this  society,  bat  of 
any  man  in  the  world—— 

Lord  Chict  Justice  Eyre. — ^The  acts  of  any 
man  that  is  proved  to  have  taken  a  part  i  n  the 
general  transaction  are  evidence. 

Mr.  GMa,  ^Whether  it  affects  Mr.  Tooke 
or  no. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  JEJ^re.-^Whether  it  a^ 
fectH  Mr  Tooke  or  no. 

Mr.  Gi664.— What  i  wish  is,  to  shut  out  oc- 
etsional  observations  in  the  course  of  the  «vi- 

dence. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  beg  to  say,  that  !  believe  my 
learned  counsel  was  by  the  altercation  beat 
ontof  the  remark  he  at  first  made,  and  the 
thiniT  he  objected  to — Mr.  Soliritor  general 
prefaced  an  account  of  the  paper  which  he 
was  going  to  have  read,  with  Mr.  Martinis 
beinj;  a  member  of  the  Society  for  Constitu* 
tional  Information,  and  that  >ie  had  been  no- 
minated by  me,  without  n^eniioning  the  time 
when  he  was  nominated  by  me  as  a  member 
of  the  ConstiinrKinal  Society — he  prefaces  the 
intrtxiucliun  ot  this  letter,  which  is  of  a  very 
late  date,  with  the  circtimntance  of  Mr.  Mar- 
tin's bcins  a  member  of  the  Socirty  f  r  Con- 
stitutional Information,  and  that  he  was  no- 
minated by  me— T  understand  the  putting 
them  cIo<ie  together  without  remarking  the 
dates,  tu  have  been  Mr.  Gthbs's  originu  ob- 
jection. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £!yre.— That  was  not  the 
original  ohjertion,  but  \%  a  very  pcoptr  im- 
provement of  it,  and  it  is  very  fair. 

Mr.  Gihbt.—Myf  objection  was  the  intfodu- 
cine  it  with  any  mtrodiiction. 

Mr.  SoticUnr  General. — With  submission 
to  your  hwdship,  f  did  no  more  than  state  the 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Martin  connertetl 
with  this  trani>action,  to  show  that  that  was 
sn  act  to  be  given  in  evidence. 

Mr.  Churici  Sihau-^  sworn. 

Mr.  Ltur,  Where  did  yoa  fiuU  this 

paper  f^At  Mr.  ThelwaU's. 

JSsan  JSreat,  swqib. 

Mr.  X«w.— Do  3rou  know  whose  hand- writ- 
ing thi<s ( thomngtkimUnmtkefMpitk}^ 
Mr.  John  Martin's. 

Did  yeu  hear  Mm  read  that  paper  prior  lo 
the  Uth  of  April,  1794  heard  him  retd  it 
to  Mr  rtarce,  in  the  KingS  <«♦  nrh. 

W  hat  did  he  say  respecting  the  paper,  at 
tinMsheread  it? — I  cannot  recollect  what 
he  said  ooaocfningit;  1  have  iwird  Mm  vend 


BomcthiQg  concerning  taking  arms  against 
the  king. 

Mr.  GiUf. — Never  mind  what  you  heard 

him  read— -what  did  he  say?— He  desired 
Mr.  Feacce  to  Lake  the  resolutions  to  Chalk 
Farm ;  it  was  intended  to  meet  at  a  house  in 
Tottenham^ourt  road,  at  ore  time,  and  the 

tlace  was  thought  to  be  too  small ;  he  d^red 
im  tolake  the  resolutions  to  Chalk  Vwm, 
and  to  return  as  soon  as  tlie  meeting  u  a*:  ove  r. 

Did  he  read  these  over  f— Ue  did  read  them 
over  to  Pearce,  and  another  man,  in  the 
room. 

Did  he  express  anv  approbation  of  them  ? 
— ^Mr.  Pearce  came  buck  alicr  the  meeliog^ 
and  said  that  the  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

Did  he  make  any  observations  upon  their 
tendency  ? — Yes,  he  said  he  wrote  the  resolu- 
ti(His  ibr  Chalk  Farm ;  and  he  had  put  plenty 
of  Cayenne  pepper  into  them,  and  th^t  if  they 
followed  his  (Martin's)  advice,  there  would 
bewarm  worit. 

Evan  £i?anf,— cross-examined  by  Mr.  Tooke. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Gay  ? — i  do  perfectly 
well. 

Do  you  know  where  Mr.  Gay  lives,  or  did 
live  i—l  cannot  rightly  recollect ;  he  Uves 
somewhere  towards  9t.  James's. 

Have  you  not  said  you  knew  he  lived  m 
Dukc-slreet  i — I  do  nut  know  that  I  have  said 
so ;  I  believe  he  lived  somewhere  there* 
abouts. 

Have  you  not  said  so  in  this  court  T— I  said 

I  believed  so. 

Why  did  you  believe  so^^Because  I  bavw 
oAcn  heard  he  lived  towards  St.  .Tames's. 

What  is  he  f — A  perfumer  or  hair-dresser; 
he  isoAen  with  Martin. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  beg  pardon  for  asking  a  ques- 
tion that  appears  to  be  so  impertinent  but 
from  good  authority  I  am  informed,  that  the 
Attorney- general,  when  I  was  not  present 
pledged  himself  th^t  this  was  the  Mr.  Gay 
whom  1  had  nouunated  to  be  a  member  of 
the  .Soeialj  Ibr  Constitutional  Information-— 

|]ierhap"«,  your  lordship  may  recollect  it~it 
sumped  a  prejudice  upon  me— at  least  it  was 
so  inserted  in  all  the  public  pnpers^ttidt  do 
not  find  that  that  circumstance  i-  n  .\  brought 
forward. — It  is  not  unpleasant  lu  a  serious 
cause  new  and  then,  when  fiiirly  and  properly 
introduced,  to  hear  a  very  strange  tale  if  it  ia 
a  «i!jort  one. — There  is  a  Nicholas  Gay,  e«iq. 

II  gcullemaQ  pretty  ninrh  known  to  many  per- 
sons in  tlda  court  whose  custom  has  been  to 

travel  vvrr  nil  parts  of  Fiin^pc  ;  thi«  ^^ntle- 
mau  woji  uununatc<1  by  mc  to  be  a  member  of 
the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information  ; 
and,  T  believe,  th.^t  tSi^  onr-  ins^tance  of  the 
strong  delusion  tmt  u^hmi  those  very  honmir- 
able  gentlem«RUie  Attorney  and  8oMor<g<v 
nerml,  and  for  their  ^ake  chieflv  I  mention  it, 
—This  Mr.  Nicholas  Gay  did  dine  once,  about 

In  year  ago,  at  the  Society  for  ConsUtulional 
Iriforroation.  and  he  was  talking  of  travelhl|f 
to  RMSiia»  whatibl  biisw^  h»  Is  g|  fwseal 
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Mr.  TMn  .—\  am  sorry  to  interrupt  Mr. 
Tookc— but  ha»  tbis  aajr  lefereoct  to  the  ex- 

LDtd  Chief  Jiii«ke  JA^^Tobe  sure  attlib 
monieDt  it  has  no  reTcrencp  to  the  present 
eiamination ;  therefore  if  you  lu&lst  upon  it, 
1  mini  dedre  Mr.  Tooke  to  lefimin,  ull  the 
tnnc  comes  when  Mr.  Gay's  name  is  properly 
iotroUuced  oa  the  part  of  the  ^rosecutioo,  or 
111!  it  Mittlrodiioed  (if  K  canbeiiitrodaeed)  on 
the  part  of  the  prisoner. 

Mr  (iibhs — It  hasalready  been  introduced 
cu  tiic  port  of  the  prosecution,  for  they  have 
mmn  ■ometfaing  in  evidence  about  a  Mr.  Gay 
that  was  mcntiooed  in  a  letter  by  one  of  the 
members. 

Mr.  Ltm^l  have  no  olijection  to  Mr. 

Tooke  pu*>hing  his  examination  rf"^  petting  Mr. 
Gay  as  far  as  be  can,  I  am  otyccting  to  bis 
■luuog  obwiiiUonf. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  thoii!;ht  to  save  time — Mr. 
Evans,  do  you  know  t^iat  there  does  exist  a 
man  named  Nicholas  Gay? — This  Gay  that  I 
mean,  his  name  is  Richard  Gay. 

You  do  not  know  a  Nith^^las  Gay  '—No. 

Did  you  ever  hear  that  there  was  such  a 
■Mar— No. 

Do  ycTi  know  that  this  IMr.  Tiichard  Gay 
ifcods  bis  time  io  travcUiug  abroad  T — I  never 
kntw  him  tiH  I  cane  into  toe  Ring's  beneb. 

Did  you  ever  hear  that  he  had  been,  or  in- 
tended to  go,  to  Hnssi:^  > — No— I  did  not. 

Did  ^ou  ever  hear  itiat  he  bad  dined  with 
teSecielv  for  Constitutional  Inftmnation  F— 
I  cannot  be  sure  of* f hut. 

Perbaiis  Mr.  £vaus  you  have  heard  of  that 
Mr.  Nieliolas  Gay  I  never  beard  the  name 
mentioned. 

I  bts  Mr.  Richard  Gay  then  ?— I  have  seen 
bin  eeveral  tiom. 

YoQ  may  tiave heard  from  him,  or  somebody 
thatknew  him,  that  he  was  supposed  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Society*  ■ 

lie  was  a  member  of  the  same  society  as 
Mr  .Mnrtin  ;  he  ^vas  a  me««^etiger  to  the  so- 
ciety as  I  understood,  or  someiiung  of  that  sorL 

Did  ytm  ever  hw  him,  er  Mr.  Martin, 
■sikin  z:  nf  hin  fhn-nn^  onco  at  the  Society  for 
LoQstituUoaai  iuturmation?— T  never  did. 

Did  you  ever  hear  yourself,  or  from  any 
ptrKjn  tlial  heard  this  gentlnnan  talk  of  tra- 
velling, that  a  strange  accident  happened  to 
lum?— No. 

That  bis  telldng  of  tnvelliog  tome- 
where,  a  spy,  or  inft-rnicr,  who  wa««  present. 
Dot  hearmg  the  wiiole  of  the  conversation, 
inat  fanmd  and  inquired  where  that  gen- 
t!en)an  was  goiug;  to  which  some  person  who 
knew  the  CMracter  of  the  inquirer  answered, 
upon  my  word  he  it  gouig  much  farther  than 
I  dare  to  say :  yon  have  not  beard  of  thai?— 
I  have  not. 

WiUiom  Wafkrr  <:Horn. — Examined  by 

Mr.  ikjliiiivr  General, 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Joiiu  Martin's  hand- 
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Did  you  ever  see  him  write? — I  have. 

Look  at  this  paper  ?  (tkf  paper  produeed  ha 
Mr.  Sckam ). — I  beheve  iliai  to  be  hib  iMind- 
wfitmg. 

[It  was  read.] 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  tlie  IiOndon  Cor> 
responding  Society,  held  at  on  Monday 
the  14th  of  April,  1794. 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  ante,  Vol.  24,  page  870.] 
Mr.  Solicitor  General  to   Mr.  TMUtun.—' 

Where  did  you  find  this  paper?— In  Mr. 
Hardy's  house. 

The  proceedings  ^  at  a  General  Meeting  of 
the  London  Corresponding  Society,  held  on 
the  Green,  at  Chalk  Farm,  on  Monday  the 
14th  of  April,  1791,"  read. 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  nnti,  Vol.  21,  p.  735.] 

Mr.  Solicitor  GeneraL-^Vfc  will  now  read 
some  resolutions  of  the  socielgr  for  Constitn- 

tional  Information,  on  the  Plh  of  May,  179-1, 
with  respect  to  priulmg  a  pamphlet  contain- 
ing certain  proceedings  of  the  London  Cor* 
retpeodipg  oecieljr. 

[The  following  entry  was  read  from  tlie  book 
of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Infor- 
mation :] 

<*  Ai  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Con- 
stitutional Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  Uvem,  Suand,  Friday,  M^y  9,  ITM.** 

[Ftdk  Hax47*s  THal,  aall,  VoL  M»  p.  m.] 

Ml,  S^kitar  General. —Vie  will  now  pro- 
duce a  pamphlet  foniKl  \n  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Adams,  the  last  proceeiiiojg  of  the  second 
of  May*  the  general  proeeedngsof  the  two 

societies. 

(To  Mr.  Afac^n.;— Where  did  you  find 
this  painphletf— This  pamphlet  I  found  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Solicitor  Genera/.— This  pamplilel  con- 
tains the  proceedings  of  the  Corre:iponding 
Society  of  the  a7th  of  March,  and  ot  the  so- 
ciety  for  Constitutional  Information  of  the 
i8th  ol  March,  1794.  There  is  au  address  to 
Muir,  Palmer,  $lcirvin^  and  Margarot,  con- 
tained in  the  pneeedrngis  of  the  S8th  of 
March. 

[The  pamphlet  was  read.] 

[FiWe  Hardy's  Trial,  an/f,  Vol.  S4,  pages  561 

to  563,  and  566  to  579.] 

Mr.  WtUmm  Shorpe  sworn.— Examined  by 
Mr.  Lew. 

Tou  were  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 

Society  I  believe  ? — Yes. 

Do  you  know  at  what  time  you  were  eloct^ 
ed?— I  believe  about  two  years  and  a  half 

ago. 

By  whom  were  you  proposed  I— I  cannot 

recoUecL 

Havt  the  t^odMSS  to  tty  to  reciilleet?— I 
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was  told  from  the  books  that  Mr.  Home 
Tooke  proposed  me;  but  I  oever  kaevt  it  per- 
sonally. 

Mr.  TcKjAf.— It  was  so. 

Mr,  Law. — Did  you  continue  to  attend  after 
tbe  time  of  your  first  eleetioii  down  to  May, 
1794? — At  different  tinies. 

Do  you  recollect  being  present  on  tho  98th 
of  March,  1791,  when  a  letter  waa  received 
by  the  Clonstitutional  Sodety,  from  tbe  Cor- 
responding Society,  respecting  the  nerf^'^ity 
of  forming  a  convention  of  the  pcopier — iNot 
having  made  memorandums  of  date8»  I  find  a 
difficulty  in  recollecting;  I  remember  tome* 
thing  to  tluit  purpose. 

You  were  present  when  a  letter  of  tint 
5iort  came  from  tbe  Corresponding  Society  ^— 
Ye«. 

Did  your  society  concur  with  them  in  Uie 
proposed  reaohilionr~~I  believe  they  did. 

Were  you  present  txfiTWHnls,  on  llie  4th 
of  April,  1794.'' — if  you  name  wiiat  was  done 
I  may  recollect. 

When  five  gentlemen  from  tlic  Correspond- 
ing Society,  came  to  tbe  Constitutional  So* 
dety  as  dele  gatesf— Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  any  other  five  persons  of 
your  society  being  desired  to  be  nominated  to 
loio  with  them  as  a  committee  ?— I  remember 
being  at  tbe  Mciety  when  five  gentlemen 
were  there. 

Who  tame  from  tbe  Coiresponding  society? 
—Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  the  names  of  the  five  per- 
sons r— No;  1  never  saw  tbem  before  in  my 
life.  ^ 

Was  thore  any  body  appointed  by  your  so- 
ciety to  meet  them  as  a  committee  of  co- 
opera^D.  Were  you  one  of  them  P— I  was 
one ;  I  understood  it  as  «  eommillee  <tf  dele- 
gation. 

By  whom  were  you  proposed? — I  think  by 
Ifr.  Home  Tijoke. 

You  afterwards  met  > — Yes. 

Did  you  propose  ai^y  body  f — No. 

Were  you  present  when  the  report  of  these 
delegates  was  made,  on  the  llth  of  April, 
1794^ — I  beUevc  not;  I  do  not  remember. 

Were  you  appointed  one  of  the  committee 
of  correspondence? — I  was  one  of  the  dele- 
gStes;  that  is  all  that  I  understand 

Appoinitd  on  thai  day,  the  lllh  ol  Apai? 
—Yes. 

Was  there  besides  that,  n  roromittec  ot 
corresDoodcuce?— That  1  cannot  tell;  1  was 
one  or  the  oommittee  of  ddegatioa. 

Mr.  WUiiMm  SAarxic.-^iou-eaMi&ed  by 
Mr.  Toohe. 

Mr.  Sharpe ;  the  gentlemen  who  have  called 
you  as  a  witues*  appear  to  have  as  ;»ood  an 
opinion  of  ycu  a^  1  have.  It  is  haiu  Uial  I 
nominated  \ou  to  some  delegation:  do  you 
think  that  I  did  it  because  I  had  a  good  <^ 
nion  o(  you  ? — Yc«. 

I  believe  you  have  often  heard  me  speak 
my  sentiments  upon  the  difiereni  su^ts 


that  have  been  Ittely  aiitMed  in  poKticaf-^ 

Yes. 

Yea  may,  or  may  not,  have  bend  me  eil 

some  time  or  other  say,  that  I  would  rather 
be  governed  by  St  James's,  than  SC  Giles's  f 
— Yea;  I  remember  it  veiy  well. 
I  fancy  you  have  often  been  in  my  boamf 

—Yes. 

1  behevc  our  acquaintance  first  besaa  with 
the  wish  that  I  had,  that  you  should  teaeh 
my  two  daughters  to  engrave? — Yes. 

I  believe  you  have  assisted  them  in  that 
way?— I  have. 

You  have  been  very'  constantly,  in  the  sum- 
mer time,  I  suppose,  in  my  hou^? — Yes,  I 
have. 

You  have  worked  there  yourself? — I  have. 

You  have  engraved  much  there? — Yes. 

Possibly  you  can  tell  in  wiiat  manner  I 
live,  and  bow  myJamilyia  oidoed  anddU 
rected  ?— Yes 

Perluu>s  you  know  that  I  had  a  horse  ia 
the  stable  7— Yes. 

Do  you  ever  fecoUeet  my  ridisg  oul npon 
it?— Yes. 

Often  ?— Noy  only  once  with  me. 

Once  in  two  years? — Yes. 

Did  I  ever  walk  outside  my  gate  ? — ^Yes. 

Often  .''—V  ery  seldom. 

How  often  do  you  believe  in  two  years  ?— • 
I  do  not  believe  you  walked  out  above  twice. 

You  can  tell  wheilier  I  have  much  com- 
pany in  the  week  r«-Very  little  in  the  wede. 

How  was  I  employed  ? — Generally  in  your 
garden;  and,  when  in  doors,  vou  was  em* 
ployed  in  looking  over  old  books,  I  suppose 
for  your  great  work,  and  writing,  and  playing 
at  whist. 

Do  you  remember,  at  any  time,  my  receiv- 
ing an  anonymous  letter,  directed  to  me  frons 
Ireland,  inclosing  a.  letter  to  Mr.  Fainef— 

Yes,  I  do. 

What  was  done  with  it  ?— Put  into  the  fire* 
Was  the  letter  to  Mr.  Paine  opened  ? — ^No, 
you  would  not  open  it ;  it  being  an  anonym 
roous  letter,  you  told  me  to  witness  that  yea 

put  it  into  the  fire  without  opening  it. 

Can  you  recollect  oa  the  15lh  ot'May,  tlie 
day  belbre  I  was  apprehended,  where  yott 
dined f-'Yes,  in  Spital-square. 

Can  you  recollef  t  Avy  particular  circura- 
sUincc  ttiat  passed  Uk  re  ai  ilie dinner.^ — Yes, 
there  was  a  conversation  about  a  letter  fiom 
Mr  Joyce  to  you,  wbidi  i  understood  waa  m> 
terceptcd. 

Do  you  know  that  I  ever  received  any  letter 
from  Mr.  Joyce,  in  ray  lifbr— You  said  yOU 

had  not  received  any. 

You  do  not  know  that  I  had  F— I  do  not 

know  that  you  ever  did. 

Do  you  know  that  I  ever  wrote  him  one  in 
my  life? — You  are  very  backward  at  writing 
letters,  I  should  suppose  not. 

Were  you  informed  of  the  subject  of  that 
letter?— Yct,  that  letter  waa  alluding  to  the 
Red  Book;  them  were  to  be  eattacta made 
from  tbe  Red  Book,  of  the  sinecures  tnd  pe»> 
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fir  High  Treason* 

aoQft  whkh  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  famiiv  received  i 
fiwB  the  fMiUic.  Mr.  Joyce  calleo  opon  me  | 
the  day  Hardy  was  taken  up,  and  told  nie  he  j 
lud  sent  a  letter  to  you,  to  acquaint  you  that 
liardy  was  taken  up,  and  desired  you  to  be 
leedy  at  SpiulfieUt  oa  Tbundey  oezt,  with 
tho*^  extract*. 

Do  yoii  recollect  the  story  being  mentioned 
al  Iho'diniicr,  and  coosiderably  leu^Md  at?^ ' 
It  was. 

Do  you  remember  one  expression  in  that 
letter iras:  Is  tt  possible  to  be  ready  by 
Thursday       remember  that  nas  talked  of 

at  dinner. 

You  recollect  the  interception  of  this  letter 
being  much  talked  of  at-that  dinner? — Yes. 

Which  f  (-nt;iineH  thv  horrible  plot  of  taking 
from  the  (Juuri  Culcndar  a  list  ol  large  sine 
<,  \ir<j  place!)  aod  peOMOUs  enjoyed  by  Mr.  Kit, 
ilis  taroily,  and  cri  it  irr  ^  ?    Ve-^.  | 

Mr.  Jttohe. — i  Ank  tiic!>e  questions,  because  i 
I  beBeve  it  was  for  this  plot  that  I  was  ap-  i 
prrh*  nded  the  next  day;  if  the  intercepted 
leiier  is  in  court  have  I  a  right  to  ask  for  its 
productioo? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — If  there  is  a  let- 
ter whif  h  is  in  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the 
ciuwu  UiaL  appears  to  you  to  be  necei>sary  tur 
your  defence,  to  be  sure  you  may  call  upon 
ftbcm  to  profhice  it. 

Mr.  fitvke. — I  mean  lor  the  purpose  of  this 
«iiN»>cia<nination  ? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — To  be  sure,  if 
they  have  it,  they  will  produce  it.  Is  it  a 
letter  fnws  Mr.  Joyce,  supposed  to  be  inter- 
cepted? 

Mr.  Tooke. — A  letter  from  Mr.  Joyce  to  me, 
srhicb  was  intercepted. 

iMd  Chief  Justice  Fyre. — That  is,  there 
was  a  oouveiaatioa  that  such  a  thing  had 
happened. 

Mr.  Tooke. — A  great  deal  more  than  that ; 

I  am  infi 'uied,  froni  pretty  good  authority, 
that  a  letter  was  intercepted,  which  sliouul 
Iwve  come  by  the  post  to  me,  on  Uie  Wed- 
IMsday  previous  in  my  apprthcniion ;  that 
it  was  produced  betbre  the  privy  council,  and 
made  tlic  subject  of  very  serious  examination ; 
thai  great  alann,  and  great  apprehensions*  i 
vsfTc  enfertaiii»^d  from  the  particular  way  of 
wording  Ximi  letter;  and  it  is  for  the  puroose 
of  this  cross-ex  ami  nation  that  I  wish  lo  nave  ' 
that  letter  produced.  \ 

[Tbe  letter  sbowB  to  the  witness.]  | 

Mr,  Took£. — Did  >  on  ever  see  that  letter 
before.' — I  never  saw  it  before ^  I  was  only  | 
told  of  it  I 

^Vere  you  examined  to  the  substance  of 
that  Ictlf^! ,  !!i  the  privy  council  '—No.  ' 

Were  any  questions  asked  you  lu  the  privy  ' 
council,  rentive  to  that  letter  ?— No,  but  tlie  ' 
substance  of  it  cosfirms  what  Mr.  Joyce  said  , 
to  me. 

Mr.  TWibi^May  this  letter  be  read  f  \ 
Mr.  Lav. — It  cutu'  S  in  your  evidence.   Do  ; 
yen  know  the  hand-whtii^  of  thai  letter.'— 
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No,  I  am  not  acquainted  with  Mr«  Joyces 
hand-wiiting. 

Have  you  seen  him  write  ?  — T  have. 
Mr.  fetike. — Were  you  sometimes  at  the 
society  fur  Constitutional  Information,  when 
I  have  been  present?~Yes,  often. 

Have  ^  on  niim  •^uiie  %vith  me  in  my  chalSB 
to  VViaibieiion,  iroin  ilial  kotiely  ? — Yes. 

At  what  time  did  we  frequently  leave  that 
society?  I  >iiriiiL:  the  hu>ine*^«i  the  Scotch 
Couvenliun,  we  went  early,  we  went  at  the 
beginning,  because  you  did  not  like  to  slay 
when  tliat  matter  was  l>efore  the  society;  at 
other  tunes  we  have  frequently  staid  late, 
sometimes  till  ten  o'clock,  at  otiMr  times  we 
have  come  awav  early 

Mr  Lu7t — ^ir  Tooke,  you  mny  have  the 
letter  read  now,  if  it  is  to  answer  any  pur-^ 
pose. 

Mr.  Tooke.^1  desire  to  have  it  r^uL 

[The  Ijetter  was  lead.] 

"  Dear  Citizen  ;— This  morning,  at  six 
o'clock,  citizen  Hardy  was  taken  away,  by 
order  nom  tbe  secretary  of  slate's  office :  they 
seised  every  thin^  ihey  coukt  lay  hands  on. — 
Qiier)',  Is  it  possible  to  get  ready  by  Thurs- 
day i    Your's,  J.  JoYca.'' 

Addressed,  "  J.  H.  Tooke,  esq.'* 

Mr.  itw/cf.— Doyou  kituw,  by  conversfiiioa 
with  Mr.  Joyce,  what  it  was  I  was  lo  be  ready 

with  by  Thursday?  The  extracts  from  the 
Red  B<iok,  of  the  emoluments  that  Mr.  Pitt 
and  his  (kmWy  derived  from  tbe  miblie. 

L<ird  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Who  was  to 
make  those  extracts?— Mr.Tooke  was  to  make 
the  exlrat  is. 

Mr.  Tooke.— lu  yoitt  passage  to  dine  alMr. 
Pt  arson's,  in  Spital-squarc,  did  you  ace  any 
light  horse?— Yes,  I  saw  the  last  pass  the 
window ;  I  was  told  there  were  some  light 
horse;  I  looked  through,  and  .saw  the  last. 

Was  it  understood,  or  had  you  any  reason 
to  suppose,  that  these  light  horse  were  sent 
in  consequence  of  the  interception  of  this  let- 
ter, containing  this  horrid  treason  under*, 
stood  so,  that  the  army  was  out. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — What  reason  had 
you  to  understand  thai  ' — A  person  rame  and 
told  me,  that  there  went  lu  bpiulhclds  some 
light  horse  that  day.  I  inquired  of  a  miliury 
gentleman,  a  day  or  two  after,  :trir!  he  said 
there  was  an  order  came  the  night  b^iore,  for 
dbem  to  be  there. 

Mr  Tuoke — Do  you  know,  of  your  own 
knowierige,  that  for  the  two  years  last  past  I 
was  always  very  desirous  that  nothing  should 
be  done  at  the  society,  that  nothing  inipor« 
laiit  -fiuuld  l>e  done?— I  cannot  tell. 

iio  you  know,  ul  your  own  knowledge,  that 
I  was  desirous  of  very  long  adjoomments 
Yes,  1  heard  |>erscns  r«jiii;  i>tin  agairrst  long 
adjournments;  and  I  unutitoud  yuu  was  the 
person  eompwned  aj^iii»t. 

Do  you  know  that  1  wished  to  stay  nlno»i#, 
and  not  to  go  frequeflUy  to  London  f  V«iU 
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always  expiesMi  t  Uriah  of  IMog  io  vow 
garden  ;  you  said  you  did  not  OBVa  wfamfaer 

you  ever  went  out. 

Perhaps  you  have  heard  me  whfa  for  an  act 
of  parliameal,  to  make  it  death  tut  me  over 
to  go  out  ? — I  have  heard  that. 

Were  yoii  a  meniber  of  the  club  that  dined 
Mottt  we  met }—  Yea. 

Do  you  recoHrrt  any  thinp^  secret  passing 
theref — No.   Visitors  were  admitted  there. 

Bave  yw  read  IIm  leperta  of  tbe  aeeret 
commi  Uees  of  Ihe  two  Hotnn  of  Parliaraeot  f 
—No. 

Did  you  ever  see  or  know  of  the  trans- 
actions of  distant  sodeUea  in  Che  eoiuitiy,  or 
in  London?— No. 

Did  you  ever  read  all  the  papers  or  trans- 
actions of  tbe  aocie^  to  which  yoa  belonged  7 
— Nf). 

Do  you  remember  any  other  person  ever 

giving  tbenmetves  the  trouble  to  roul  what 
ad  passtd? — No,  I  do  no'. 
Have  I  ever,  when  I  have  quitted  the  so- 
ciety earl^',  spoken  to  you,  or  to  others  in 
^euv  h^rmg,  to  request  them  to  obtain  ad- 
joummcnis  of  the  society,  when  1  could  not 
stay  for  the  purpose  myseltV — I  cannot  be  no- 
mre»  but  t  rememMr  something  of  that 
w)n. 

Were  all  the  members  of  the  society  fur 
ConMitutional  InlbraMtioi,  ttlnatwheD  you 
met  thoBi  of  the  awne  way  of  thinkinsr— 

No. 

Did  they  fi-rquently  debate  and  contradict 
each  ot|ier7— Yol. 

Do  you  ever  remember  any  such  thing  as 
.  a  secret  committee  iu  that  society  ? — No, 
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Can  yon  recollect  frequent  mf^ntion  being 
iDide  of  correspondents  m  difierent  ptac^ 
wImi  thaie  were  none?— Yea,  I  icroember 
hearing  ioking  about  that. 

In  Iredand,  France,  and  Scotland ;  do  you 
HHMOdMr  committees  of  correspondence  be- 
ipg appointed  frequently?— Yes. 
00  jon  remember  their  meettog^^I  do 


Tou  were  of  a  committee  of  eotvespondence 

once  or  twice'--  I  flo  not  knoiv  oiih'  tl;is  last 
one;  I  never  met  any  but  this  last  one. 

Do  yow  leeoileet  taaif  reaeon  being  given, 
why  you  were  nominated  by  nic  to  hf  of  the 
committee  of  correspondence^ — I  understood 
you  had  a  good  opiuu>n  of  me; 

Do  you  recollect  what  my  opinioM  were 
relative  to  universal  mdbogii—^  yea,  you 
were  agaiii->l  it,  sir. 

Mr.  Tooke. — It  is  hard  upon  me  to  be  com- 
pelled, in  order  to  get  at  the  facte,  to  ask,  in 
this  aoss-eaaioination,  as  if  i  thought  these 
thin^  were  crimes;  I  think  tfiem  no^  birt  I 
put  ttif>  facts  (  r  ni  myself,  that  I  may  not 
liave  to  encouuler  the  abiUtiesof  tbe  attorney 
and  solicitor-general,  who  perhaps  will  prove 
these  thines  to  be  crimes;  otherwise  in  my 
own  mmn,  T  think  them  to  be  no  crimes, 
iidve  yuu  ever  heard  me  say  any  thing  agiun^t 


the  cPBstifatipb  of  lids  eounfiy,  King, 
Lords,  and  ComiiDiiif-- Never,  jou  idwsjtf 

spoke  for  it. 

Do  you  recollect  whether  I  was  for  sending 
delegates  to  the  British  Convention,  in  Scot- 
land, or  not? — I  rnnnot  tell,  for  I  came  in 
late  tltat  night  that  it  wab  proposed. 

Do  you  recollect  a^y  dispute  upon  that 
subject  between  me  aim  any  liwfyelaef**! 
cannot  remember. 

Did  yoo,  at  any  time  in  the  year  1793,  re> 
ceive  letters  full  of  inquiries,  whether  I  was 
not  bribed  and  pensioned  by  the  court.' — I 
received  letters  from  the  country,  <lesiring^  tc^ 
know  from  me,  being  intimate  with  yon,  who* 
ther  the  rrpcrts  wore  true,  that  you  were' 
bribed,  that  you  had  a  pension  from  ihe 
court,  that  you  had  deserted  the  cense  of  li<« 
bcrty,  they  wanted  to  know  from  me. 

Do  you  know  what  was  the  reason  of  8ucl» 
s  report  ?--On  accomit  of  yom-  opposing  the 
business  of  the  Scotch  Convention, 

Do  you  recollect  the  letter  which  I  wrote 
for  a  subscription  for  Mr.  Sinclair f — 1  do  not 
remember  that. 

Can  yuu  remember  whether  I  distinguished 
between  assisting  a  man  to  do  a  thing,  and 
assisting  him  af\er  he  had  done  what  I  dis- 
liked, because  he  was  unfbrtuoate?^YeSy  tfait 
1  remember  very  well. 

You  have  dined  at  my  house  I  believe  somo> 
times  on  a  Sunday  ? — Yes. 

What  was  my  custom,  with  reeard  to  my 
Sunday  .> — Why,  your  employments  were  as 
usual  on  the  other  dayi^  except  your  hsnriog 
friends  to  dinner. 

Had  I  always  company  on  a  Sunday?— 
Generally. 

At  what  time  did  thav  usually  come  ? — I 
believe  between  the  hours  of  two  and  four. 

About  what  tioae  dkl  they  usually  goF-^ 
Some  went  at  sl^  ottisii  at  seven  or  eight 

o'clock. 

Was  all  the  conversation  open  and  public } 
— Yes. 

Did  any  friend  of  mine  brin*  any  body  h€ 
pleased,  whether  I  knew  him  or  not  f — borne 
did. 

Did  you  consider  yoiir-^rlf  at  liberty  iodO 
so  ? — Yes,  and  made  use  of  that  liberty. 

Did  any  dangerous  or  improper  converSB* 
tion,  as  fur  as  you  know,  ever  pass  at  ulV 
table?— I  do  not  remember  any;  it  was  ait 
the  usual  conversation  that  passes  at  other 
tables. 

You  have  dined  with  mc  often  upon  a  Sun- 
day, with  numbers  of  other  persons,  both  po- 
litical persons,  and  persons  who  did  not  trou- 
ble tteeir  heads  with  polttic8»  I  believe?— 
Yes. 

Have  voo  ever  heard  me  say  that  if  there 

was  trouble  in  this  country  I  .supposed  my- 
self should  be  one  of  the  lirsi  victims 
Often. 

Have  you  evier  heard  mc  give  the  reason 
why  I  thought  so  '—"NV^ :  because  yOD  vMuld 
oppose  auy  mischievous  characters* 
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parlies  ?— Yes ;  I  rcracmbcr  your  making  use 
of  wme  ttroDi;  expressions,  that  if  you  was 
eseenrted  by  aR  toe  worid,  what  ymi  eon* 

ceivetl  to  be  you?  duty  you  should  do. 

Did  yow  dine  at  the  meeting  of  the  anni- 
irersio  uii  the  2d  ol  May,  1794? — Yes. 

Caa  you  recollect  the  substance  of  m^hat  I 
then  «aid  ? — Nw  ;  T  only  caught  a  word  or 
two,  being  at  the  bottom  of  the  room. 

Did  you  hear  at  the  bottom  of  the  room 
tint  I  gave  a  ^varning  to  the  company  not  to 
wrtsike  lite  object  of  their  censured— I  did 
aotbeorit 

Do  Tou  remember  that  I  was  myself  pretty 
werfly  ahu>?d  ut  that  mcctint^? — I  only 
beard  that  vou  made  an  aristocratic  bueech. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  %re.— Was  tUt  the 
conversation  in  the  room? — Yes;  OOBversa- 
tion  in  the  room,  and  afterwards. 

Ifr.  TMfce.'-Was  it  a  difficult  matter  to  he 
admitted  a  member  of  the  Society  for  Con- 
Uitutionai  InfoimatioQ? — ^No;  a  veiry  easy 
matter* 

Were  there  many  refused,  who  were  willing 

to  be  members,  in  the  course  of  the  two  years 
that  you  were  a  member f — Very  few  as  I 
recollect. 

\V-i«  I  r/Tnirk.djty  dilijrent,  or  rrmnrkably 
«reless,  about  the  busuiess  of  that  bociely  ? —  | 
I  thf >u    t  you  was  careless.  | 

Do  you  believe  that  llie  professions  which  [ 
I  made  for  a  Reform  in  the  House  of  Com* 
mom^  in  the  method  of  election,  were  a  pre- 
text, or  my  real  ieii1iments^<~Yoiir  real  sen- 
timents. 

Have  you  any  strong  reason  to  believe  so  i 
— f  bare  great  reason  to  beHeve  so;  you  said 

cv-r".-  thing  would  be  right  if  the  Commons 
House  wa«  settled  according  io  the  principles 
at  the  RevolutioD. 

Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  T  preferred 
tbe  government  of  England  to  the  govern- 
ment of  France  f — You  preferred  it  because 
you  liked  it  yourself. 

You  do  oot  know  to  what  degiee  I  liked  ii? 
—No. 

Wen  yen  ever  adwn  into  custody  ?>-Yes, 
by  a  person  frith  a  waRantiiom  the  secietaiy 

What  was  the  cause?— I  do  not  know;  it 

WIS  said  "  treasonable  practices." 

Were  you  alone  in  custody  ?— Yes. 

What  did  you  suppose  to  be  the  object  of 
tiie  soeietj  ror  Constitutiouilnlbnnationf— 
A  P^r!iamen!;iry  Reform. 

Did  you  think  they  bad  any  other  object  in 
view>— No;  the  name  exprosed  the  object : 
I  understood  so. 

Didjou  think  any  of  tbe  members  mlcuded 
Is  use  meet— No;  I  never  saw  any  thing  of 
the  kind. 

Had  you  any  reason  to  suspect  that  of  any 

of  the  memberii  > — No. 
Was  it  ever  tbe  subject  of  convenalisn 

smon^an^  oftlie  members  ? — No. 
i  believe  you  were  of  the  committee  of  co- 
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opsnlioii  ?— I  really  do  not  knew,  thsie  aro 

so  many  names. 

You  were  to  ctxtp^ate  with  some  of  the 
members  of  the  CorrasfKMsdingSoeitty,  and  to 
co-operate,  it  say^  in  some  of  the  papers,  for  a 

{jreat  end— What  was  the  great  end?— A  pes* 
lamentary  reform. 

Did  I  ever  attend  any  of  those  committess  f 

—No. 

Do  you  remember  at  any  time  any  of  those 
associated  members  (I  think  they  are  calle^ 
from  the  societies  at  Sheffield,  at  Norwich, 
and  other  places,  ever  atleodtpg  tbe  Society 
for  Constitutional  Inforsnation  ?— No,  I  do  net 
remember. 

Their  names  were  put  in  the  book,  but  you 
do  not  recollect  tlat  Ihcy  ever  attended?— 
No  ;  I  paid  so  little  attention  sometimes. 

Do  you  recollect  a  hnnr^red  iliousand  copies 
of  something  (I  do  not  know  wliat)  being  or- 
dered to  be  distributed  among  the  corresMMi- 
dents  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland?— I  rc^ 
member  hearing  of  such  a  circumstance. 

Did  you  ever  see  any  of  them  f— No. 

Then  you  do  not  know  thaillwy  wemeeci 

printed  > — NTo, 

Do  you  think  they  were  printed? — I  should 
suppose  not. 

How  much  money  do  you  think  n  hundred 
thousand  copies  ol  a  &heet.^i  would  co&i? — 
Icannotsay. 

T  believe  you  havr  sornr  prculiar  ways  of 
thinking  of  religion  of  your  own  1  have  my 
own  ways. 

Idonot  wantto-imiinssintAthem;  but  did 

you  ever  hear  me  consent  to  any  attack  upon 
any  etitubiishmenl  *  ot  tins  couulry,  religioas 
or  civil  WNeves. 

Have  you  notalways  heard  me  sseak  at^inst 
dissenters  of  every  kmd,  civil  ana  reHgious,f 

*  At  asubsequsntpettodiftsnaTooliothua 
expressed  himself: 
^Reftnnl  Oedlbibii.  I  trssnUo  at  Hie 

very  name  of  reiorm.  The  Scotch  and  the 
Eu'j;li*h  lawyer  iti  conjunction,-  and -  with 
botii  tbe  Indies  in  their  patronage,  pomt  to 
the  'Ecce  Homo  with  a  sneer ;  and  inauUiOfly 
bid  us — *  Behold  the  fate  of  a  reformer  !' 

^'Noy  With  our  eyes  open  to  the  condition 
of  them  all,  you  know  that  yotnr  liriend  Bosville 
and  I  have  entrrcc!  into  a  strict  enB;agement 
to  belong  tor  ever  to  the  established  govern* 
ment,  to  the  Mtabltthed  church,  and  to  the 
established  language  of  our  country :  because 
thev  are  established.  Establish  what  yoa 
please :  Do  but  establish ;  and,  whilst  that 
establishment  shall  last,  we  shall  be  perfeolty 
convinced  of  its  pTopriety."  rsil  TlTtftttn^ 
part  2,  p.  490  4to  cd.  of  18t)"i 

t Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  a  great  stickler  for 
the  church  of  England.  Noteven  the  mitred 
Horsley  himjielf  ever  stood  up  with  greater 
zeal  for  its  rights  and  privileg^  than  Tie  did, 
on  all  occasions  when  they  were  nidisereetly' 
queitioned.'* 

**  Descsnting  on  this  subject  one  day,  at  ny 
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for  I  do  not  confine  it ;  have  you  not  con* 

stantly  and  perprtuHlly  heard  me  defending 
every  esUblibhin-ul  ot  the  country  strenu- 
aninst those  who  opposed  it? — Yes; 
your  onTy  ohifct  was  a  refurni  in  the  Com- 
mons liouse  ot  i^axliament— and  [  understand 
you  tiiought  that  every  thing  would  be  right 

if  that  was  oVtninrd. 

Didyou  su[>i>ose  me  a  great  Ugot  for  the 
church  of  England,  or  any  other  chureli?— • 
No;  I  thought  you  had  nu  religion  at  all. 

Do  you  mean,  by  having  no  religion  at  alt, 
that  1  had  no  preference  ? — No  preference  ? 
that  you  we  tor  letting  evciy  bo^y  ei^joy 
their  own 

But  you  do  not  suppose  I  would  eat  little 
chiUren  without  being  dressed  f— No. 

What  wa'=;  your  suhsrription  to  the  Society 
for  Constitutional  inlonnation  t — A  guinea  a 
yetr. 

If  any  expenses  had  been  incurred  besides 
the  gumea  tfiat  you  -subscribed,  should  you 
have  thought  yourself  answerable  for  tlu:m 

If  any  member  bar!  done  an)  act  without 
your  concurring,  and  being  a  party  in  it,  should 
ydu  iutve  diought  yourielf  answerable  f-^No. 

Then  if!  was  guilty  of  trcnson,  you  would 
not  have  thought  vourselt  liable,  asa  member 
of  that  society,  to  be  apprehended  fortreuon- 
able  practices — thai  ie^  till  you  were  i{>|»e- 
hended  ? — No. 

Did  you  ever  hear  of  such  a  society  as  the 
Lumber  Troop    I  have 

Were  you  a  member  of  it  ? — Nevor. 

Did  you  ever  bear  that  the  brsi  ot  their  re- 
golationt  i«,  that  every  member  of  that  so- 
ciety has  permission  to  knack  down  any 
tmtliff,  constable,  or  watchman  he  pleases  ? — 
No,  I  never  did. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  did  not  mean  to  raise  a  laugh, 
ray  lord,  I  only  meant  to  show  the  dang^ 
these  gentlemen  run. 

Mr.  Solicitor  GtMral.—l  did  not  olgecl  to 
m  great  deal  of  this  examination. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre. — ^^t  deal  of 
ilytbiMigbiiotquitestHctlj  eonSet,  certainly 
fpct  n&riaUy  to  the  defence. 

Bfr.  CkrUiopher  Hull  sworn.— Enmined 
by  Mr.  Garrtm. 

Were  you  a  member  of  the  Conttitiitiooal 

Society  ? — Yes. 
VlNNii  what  time  were  you  a  member  ? — I 

do  not  irtimri'liitely  recollect;  I  behefO  ifWn 
some  time  aUiut  the  year  1791. 

lioii'v,  w  cleriryman,  who  happened  to  be  pre- 
sent, whispered  to  me,  *  that  he  was  extremely 
'  glad  he  had  dined  in  company  with  Mr. 
'  Tooke,  for  he  had  always  been  given  to  un- 
*derstand  tliat  he  was  disaffected  bctb  in  rc- 

*  spect  to  Churcii  and  State ;  but  now  iic 
<  fvould  return  home  fully  convinced,  tlial|lhere 

*  wa-^  Tint  a  mure  If  \  il  sul)jert  or  a  more  or- 

*  thodox  divme,  wtlhia  the  dominions  of  the 
■kingofEndsnd.'*  Stepheos'flXifeof  Home 
Tooke,  Vol.  t»  p.  477. 


Have  you  continued  so  till  the  present 
time  ? — I  have  continued  a  member  till  the 
present  moment. 

Were  you  present  at  a  raeelinc  on  the  Slit 
of  March  last     I  cannot  tell;  X  do  not  re- 
collect any  date  whatever. 

Do  you  remember  beu^  present  at  tiigr 
tin>e  when  a  report  w  is  m>ide  from  a  Com- 
mittee of  Corrcspondcuce     No,  I  was  not. 

Were  you  present  at  the  appointment  of 
any  rommitlee? — I  do  not  recullrrt. 

iiave  ^ou  ever  heard  of  »  coraniitkee  called 
a  Committee  of  Confinencet— I  do  not  recol- 
lect to  have  heard  of  it  till  this  moment. 

Have  you  heard  of  a  committee  of  corres* 
pondcnce  \ — Yes,  I  believe  1  have.  Before  you 
go  on  sir,  I  mAk  to  know  what  that  commitle* 
of  correspondence  was  ;  if  it  is  the  committee 
for  which  these  geutlenien  are  indicted,  I 
never  heard  of  it  tull  saw  it  in  the  indict- 
ment 

X  know  no  other  descriptioo  of  it  than  a 
committee  of  oorranNMidence  ?— I  do  not  know 
whether  I  heard  of  that  committtee  io  tfa^ 

society. 

Were  you  present  at  any  roee^ig  of  the 
sod^  wImb  any  committee  was  appointed 
for  any  purpose  >~\  do  not  recollect  thai  OYW 
X  was,  except  one  i  was  upon. 

For  what  parftow  was  that  committee  ap- 

pointpH  '  -  T  riiHTint  tcH. 

Uow  long  ago  ? — i  cannot  tell ;  it  might  be 
about  the  year  1799.  I  have  seen  the  report, 
and  I  believe  I  heard  it  before  the  piivy 

council. 

Do  you  know  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Joyce  ?— Yes. 

Do  you  remember  being  present  at  any 
meeting  in  the  mouth  of  ApriL  recently,  b^ 
fore  you  were  examined  nerore  the  privy 
cotmri! — being  present  at  any  meeting  when 
Joyce  was  in  the  chair  i — I  recollect  Mr.  Joyce 
in  the  chair  at  the  dinner ;  I  do  not  recollect 
him  in  the  chair  at  any  meeting  of  the  society. 

I  asked  you  whether  you  were  prosent  at 
any  time  when  any  committee  which  ha<f 
been  previoittly  appointed  made  a  report? — I 
do  not  remember  being  pre>ent  wfif  ft  any 
committee  made  any  rcpitrt,  uur  i  do  nui  be- 
lieve I  was. 

Nor  being  present  when  any  report  was 
read  ? — No,  X  do  nut  recollect  it. 

Do  you  recollect  proposing  a  gentleman  of 
the  name  of  Dubarry  to  he  a  nu  mber  ? — Yes. 

Do  yuu  remember  when  that  was  No,  h 
do  not. 

Mr.  Garrtm. — As  you  cannot  recollect  any 
dates,  I  will  not  trouble  yoti  with  any  mora 

questions. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  ( to  Mr.  Lauiun)-- 
Wiieic  did  you  Qnd  this  paper       found  thia^ 

paper  tn  Mr.  Hardy's  liouse. 

[Extracts  were  read  from  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Constitution  of  tne  * 


Comsponding  Secie^.— No  dale.] 
[rule  Hardy's  Trial*  en/i,  Vol.  UfWl^^7i.J 
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Mr.  SoOcitor  General — There  is  no  date  to 
the  paper  which  has  been  Just  read,  and  I 
cannot  ascertain  the  dale  of  il  any  otherwise 
than  by  the  tine  when  the  committee  were 
appointed. 

f  To  Mr.  GiinielfJ*— Will  vou  say  where  you 
found  this  piper     I  fonod  it  in  the  desk  of 

Mr.  I  lardy 

Mr.  Solicitor  General. — This  is  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Felix  Vaughan  to  be  a  delegate" 

to  the  committee  for  prrparini:  this  constttu- 
Hon;  endorsed  30ih  of  ^prii,  1793. 

[It  was  read.] 

ffide  H«rdy*s  Trial,  Mnii,  Vol.  S4,  page  575.] 

Mf.  Solicitor  General. — VVe  bhiill  now  read 
a  letter  to  the  people  of  France,  from  Mr 
Paine,  which  was  print»»(l  hy  tlte  Ij  ikIoh  Cor- 
responding Society  ;  uinl  uJ  v.  luth  your  lord- 
ship may  recollect  tiiey  sent  two  hundred 
copies  to  the  ( 'onstitiittonal  Society. 

(To  Air.  OurucU.) — Did  you  find  this  paper 
iD^^bere  f— This  I  found  in  Mr.  Hardy's  ; 

[LctWr  of  Thomas  Paine  to  the  people  of 
France,  published  and  distrilnittd,  gratis,  by 
the  Loudon  Corresponding  Society,  dated 
Paris,  September  S&tb,  first  year  of  the  Re- 
|mhli^  rnd.] 

(Fide  Hardy's  Trial,  mti^  Vol.  34.  p.  495.) 

Mr.  Attorney  Ceneral.'^My  lord,  we  have 
aonr  doted  cw  case  on  the  part  of  the  prose- 
cution* 

Depswce. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Enkine  [alter wards  lord 
chancellor  Erskinc] :  —  Gentlemen  of  the 
.Tury ; — When  I  cuni|)art  the  siliiation  in  which 
not  man)  days  ago,  1  «)tood  up  to  address  my* 
self  to  a  jury  in  this  place,  with  that  which  I 
now  ocriijiy  —when  1  r<  tii  ct  upon  the  emo- 
tions which  at  that  time  almost  weighed  and  i 
pressed  me  down  into  the  earth,  with  those 
which  at  this  moment  animate  and  support 
me,  I  scarcely  know  how  to  bear  myself,  or 
in  what  manner  to  conduct  my  cause. 

I  stood  here,  gentlemen,  upon  the  first  trial, 
not  alone  indeed,  but  fini'.fy  ami  al'ly  sup- 
ported b^  roy  honoiuabic,  cxceiiout,  and 
learned  friend,  whose  assistance  I  still  have — 

|Here  Mr.  Er&kine  was  juiernipttil  ly  the 
noise  made  by  some  workmen,  which 
the  Court  ordered  lo  i>e  stopl ;  tbishav« 

JUg  hcci)  dune,  lit'  I'r'jci  cded.] 

Gentlemen,  i  am  too  much  used  to  public 
life  to  be  at  all  disconcerted  by  any  of  th^ 
little  accidents,  and,  indeed,  I  am  rather  glad 
that  uny  interruption  gives  me  the  opportu- 
nity ol  repeating  a  sentiment  so  very  dear  to 
me^I  stood  up  here,  not  alone,  but  ably  and 
manfully  supported  by  Ibis  exceUeat  friend^ 
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who  ftow  slls  by  me ;  *  yet,  under  circum- 
slatices  of  distress  and  agitation,^  which  no 
assistance  could  remove,  and  which  I  even 

now  tremble  to  look  back  upon — I  appeared 
in  this  place  as  the  representative  of  a  poor, 
lowly,  and  obscure  mechanic,  known  only, 
of  course,  to  perM»ns  in  equal  obscurity  witli 
bim"ielf;  yet,  in  his  name  and  person,  Ii:ul  to 
Lear  up  ugiiiiisl  a  pressure  witl>  which  no  ad- 
vocate in  England  ever  before  had  tn  contend, 
for  the  must  favoured  or  powerful  subjt  ct. 
I  had  to  contend,  in  the  first  plape,  against 
the  vast  and  eitensive—but,  amr  'the  verdict 
which  has  been  given,  I  will  not  say  the 
cruxhinc  influence  of  the  crown,  1  had  to 
struggle,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case, 
with  that  deep  and  solid  interest  which  every 
good  subject  takes,  and  oui;ht  to  take  in  the 
life  of  the  chief  magistrate  appointed  to  exe- 
cute the  laws,  and  whose  safety  is  so  inse- 
parably connected  with  the  i^enenl  h  ipj  iness, 
and  the  stability  of  the  goveniuuiil.  I  had 
farther  to  contend  with  an  interest  more 
powrrfu!  and  energetic  — with  that  <ienerou<7 
and  benevolent  interest,  Ibuiided  upon  aO'cc- 
tion  for  the  king's  person,  which  ha<«  so  long 
been,  and,  I  trust,  ever  will  remain  the  cha- 
racteristic of  Englishmen.  These  j  reposses- 
sioniii,  just  in  themselves,  but  connected  with 
dangerous  partialities,  would,  ut  any  time, 
have  been  stjflirimtly  forniidaMr  ;  fiut  at 
what  season  had  I  to  contend  wiili  tiitm.^  I 
had  to  contend  with  them  when  a  cloud  of 
prriudii  cs  rovercd  every  pprson  whose  name 
could  be  mentioned  or  thought  of  in  the 
course  of  my  defence — prejudices  not  only 
propa'z  ih  d  hy  honest,  tliuu^h  mistaken  zeal, 
nut  fomented  in  other  quarters  by  wickcdnes 
beyond  the  power  of  language  to  express— 
and  all  directed  against  the  societies  of  which 
th''  pri^'oners  were  members;  onfi/  bicattse 
t/i€i/  Uud  p  resumed  lo  do  u  hat  those  who  pro- 
secuted  them  had  done  before  thrm  in  other 
tinn  'i  ;  iiiid  fn^m  the  doivt:  i  f  u  fiU  fi  they  had 
raned  thctr  furtitnes,  and  uajuucd  the  very 
pooler  to  prosecute  and  to  oppress. 

I  hud  to  ( (jntcnd  loo  wltli  all  thi«  in  a  most 
fearful  season  ;  when  the  light  and  humanity, 
even  of  an  English  public,  was  with  no  cer- 
tainty to  be  reckons  1  on — when  tlic  face  of 
the  earth  was  drawn  into  convulsions — when 
bad  men  were  trembling  for  what  ought  tO 
tbilovv,  and  eood  men  for  what  otighl  not— 
and  when  the  priiT^iple*:  «it'  oor  free  con- 
stitution, liiulcr  the  douiuiton  of  a  delusive 
or  wickedly  infused  terror,  seemed  to  be 
trampled  under  foor.  Of  ntlemen,  when  we 
rcHect,  however,  upon  the  sound  principles 
of  the  law  of  Kniiland,  and  the  exalted  his- 
torj' of  its  jus*!C(\  I  rniirht,  under  other  crr- 
cumstancc?,  have  looked  even  tiiose  dangers 
in  the  face.  There  would  have  still  remained 
that  which  is  paramount  to  the  ordinary  taw, 
and  the  corrector  of  its  abuses  i — there  would 


*  Mr.  Gibbs,  now  [1R18)  lord  chief  jubtice 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Fleas. 
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siiil  have  remuneti  that  grea|  Uibunftl,  raised  I  I  had,  besides  all  this,  to  wade  titfouski  a 
by  the  wiedom  of  our  aneeitora,  fat  the  sup- 1  ittMS  of  natter  beyond  th*  reaeb 

port  of  tho  people's  ri^ht= that  tribuitiil 
which  has  made  the  law  itaelf,  aod  which  has 

f:iven  me  5mt  to  look  at— that  tribunal,  whicb, 
luni  aze  to  age,  has  been  the  chaiapion  of 
public  liliprtr,  rind  wlitch  has  SO  Ion?,  and  <»o 
gften  been  uluiiU-U  before  it  as  a  shieid  lu  liie 
da^r  of  trouole.  But  lookins  to  that  Quarter, 
•J— insl»  at!  of  this  friendly  shield  of  the  sub- 
ject, i  luuod  a  sharp  and  destroying  sword 
Ml  the  hand  of  an  immf :  m  wwfntcnw 

CoVMON'i  WAS  ITSELF  TRF.  ACCVSBR  OP  MT 
CLIENT,  AMD  ACTED  AS  A  SOUCITOa  tO  raS- 

pAKs  THt  Tiar  itaicFs  foit  ram  raonev- 

TioN.  I  am  not  making  complaints,  but 
SUtiug  the  facts  as  they  existed.  The  very 
briefs,  I  say,  witliout  which  my  learned 
friends  (as  they  themselves agfctt) cohU  net 
have  trH\  tiled  through  the  cause,  were  pre- 
pared by  the  Commons  of  Great  Dritaia! — 
came  before  the  jury  stamped  with  all  its  in- 
fluence and  iinthorit^',  preceded  by  prochima- 
lionb,  iiuil  the  publications  of  authoritative 
reports,  in  cv  erv  part  of  the  kingdom,  that 
the  intUience  of  the  prejndgmeill  mi|^i  be 
co-extcnsive  with  the  island. 

I  had,  therefore,  to  contend  with  an  im- 
peachment, without  the  justice  belongini^  to 
such  a  proceeding. — When  a  subject  is  im- 
peached by  the  Cumainns  of  Great  Britain,  he 
»  not  tried  by  a  jury  of  his  country;  why  ? — 
because  the  benevolent  instit^ttons  nf  our 
wise  foreiathers  forbad  it.  They  conhidered, 
that,  when  the  Commons  were  the  accusers, 
Uie  jury  were  the  accusers  :\ho. — They  consi- 
dered Uie  Commons  m  PariiameQt,aod  the 
Commons  at  large,  to  be  one  and  the  same 
thins,  though  one  would  think,  from  the  pro- 
Ceemngs  in  which  we  are  now  engaged,  and 
every  roing  connected  with  them,  that  they 
had  no  connexion  with  one  another;  but  that 
on  the  contrary,  tho  House  of  Commons 
was  holding  out  a  siege  again&t  its  constitu* 
enta,  and  supporting  its  authority  agabM  the 
privileges  of  the  ]irnplp.  M-hn'^e  teprcsenla- 
Uves  Uiey  are  and  ought  to  be.  Upon  an 
impesehnMMt,  besides,  the  ]>»rds  in  Parlia- 
inent,  upnn  the  same  prinriplr,  form  a  cri- 
minal court  ot  justice  for  all  Uie  sui^ects  of 
England.  A  common  man  is  not  forced  be- 
fore Uwt  high  assembly,  but  ^ie$  Ici  it  for  re- 
fuge; brcausp,  as  Mr.  .histice  Blackstonc 
well  ekpre:ibCb  it  *  all  the  rest  of  the  nation 
is  supposed,  by  the  law,  to  be  enciged  in  the 
prosec-tttion  nf"  their  rrprcscni-jtivcs.  Rut 
did  the  Luriik  in  t'arhaaicnt  sUud  m  that  si- 
tuation in  the  case  of  the  prisoners  at  thb  I  they  pfonoimeed  it.  Gentlemen,  that  verdict 


nnderstandini;  lu  di-ciiUnt^lc  or  comprehead, 
and  which  no  atreugih  of  bodjr  could  com- 
municate if  uuderstMd ;  a  situation  so  ntm 
and  unparalleled  in  the  criminal  justice  of 
the  country,  that  the  judges  were  obliged  to 
make  new  experuutiiUs  upon  our  le^u  ctm- 
stitution,  to  invent  the  means  of  trial :  I  go 
along  with  the  decision  of  the  Court  as  to 
the  adjournment,  though  1  waive  no  prmiaga 
for  my  client ;  but  what  shall  we  say  ofa 
decision,  which  nothing  but  necessity  could 
have  Justified,  yet  which  starts  up  for  the 
first  time  in  the  year  1794,  after  tkeconstU 
lution  has  endured  For  so  many  centuries  ; 
and  which  brings  the  judges  of  the  laud  ia 
consultation  together,  to  consider  how  by 
device,  indu]||mce,  or  consent,  or  how  at 
last,  by  the  compulsion  of  authority,  they 
might  be  able  to  aeal  with  a  case,  which  bad 
not  only  no  parallel,  but  nothing  cfen  an*.- 
logons  to  itin  tbeiecoidtortnMUtlontofQar 
country  f 

I  had  lastlyfo  cooteadwith  alt  that  array 

of  ability  and  learning  which  i?  now  before 
roe,  though  with  this  conaolalion,  that  the 
contention  was  widi  honourable  men.  It  is 
the  glory  of  the  English  bar,  that  the  in- 
tegrity and  independence  of  its  oiemben  IS 
no  mean  security  uf  the  subject. 

When,  in  spite  of  all  this  mtriity,  end 
seemingly  insuperable  pressure,  1  recollect 
that  an  bumble  and  obscure  individual  was 
nut  merely  acquitted,  but  delivered  with 
triumph  from  the  dangers  which  «;urrotindrd 
him ; — ^when  I  call  to  mind  tiiat  his  deUvei- 
ance  was  sesled  by  a  Terdiet,  not  dbtdned  bj 
cabal,  or  legal  artifice,  but  supported  by  priu- 
ciples  which  every  man  who  nas  a  heart  in 
his  bosom  must  approve,  and  which  accord, 
ingly  HAS  obtained  the  most  marked  andpub- 
lie  approbntion ;  when  I  consider  all  this-*it 
raises  up  a  whirlwind  of  emotions  in  my 
mind,  which  none  but  ft  who  rides  upon  tho 
whirlwind  could  give  utterance  to  express. 
In  that  season  of  danger,  when  I  thoi^t  a 
contbinatfon  of  cii  eunistuices  existed  wniclk 
IK)  innuccnf  (  conld  ovrrrome,  and  having  no 
strength  of  my  own  to  rely  on.  I  cotild  only 
desire  to  place  the  jury  under  the  protection 
uf  that  benevolent  Providence,  which  has  so 
long  peculiarly  watched  over  the  fortunes  of 
this  favoured  island  :  sincerely,  and  from  the 
bottom  of  my  heart,  I  wishea  that  a  verdict 
should  be  p:ivcn,  such  as  a  jury  might  look  up 
to  God, as  well  as  around  them  to  man,  whea 


bar?  ThouLih  rri  formally  arraigned  before 
tlie  great  men  of  the  realm,  could  they  look 
up  to  them  for  cowHmieftee  siid  support? 
Gentlemen,  the  I^rd^.  united  themselves  with 
the  Commons  in  the  accu<istion,  and,  like 
the  Commons,  pri^udgcd  the  cause  by  the 
puhliealion  of  reports,  wliich  contain  the 
whole  mass  of  the  criminating  evidence. 


IS  iiivrn 


it  is  recorded, — and  the  honour 


and  justice  of  the  men  who,  as  the  IDStnt,* 
ments  of  Pmvidencc,  pronounced  it,  arc  ^ 
corded,  I  tntst,  for  ever  along  with  it. 

It  inny  be  said  that  this  way  of  considering 
the  subject  is  the  result  of  a  warm  enthii- 
siastic  teinpi^,  under  the  influence  of  a  rdi* 
j;i«»tis  ed  I  leaf  ton,  and  it  may  be  Jio^-but  then* 
j  IS  anotiicr  pumt  of  view  ^i  which  mcit  of  ail 
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•empeis,  and  bonwcr  educated,  must  consi- 
der it.  All  men  nust  agree  in  ci  n  uleriog 
the  decision  as  a  great  and  solid  adviintage  to 
tUc  country,  became  tbej  must  see  in  it  that 
•ur  institutions  aiv  toimd.  All  men  niust 
acknowledge  th-it  no  event  rotild  be  mnrr  tor- 
tenale  than  a  public  trial^  which  has  u<  nun- 
Unied  thnl^  hold otir  lives, and everv  it  ui^ 
mo^l  dear  to  u*",  inuli  r  a  law  wliich  nothing 
can  supersede ;  biiice  there  is  Utile  likelihood 
IkM  VMB  will  desire  to  diange  a  constitution 
which  to  thoroughly  protects  them. — And  be- 
fore tliis  cau««  iH  ov(>r,  yon  will  sec  that  no 
man  has  ever  had  any  sucii  ut^position. 

GcBllMncn,  we  now  come  to  the  mtrUtot 
fhf  cat}«ic  Itself;  and  though,  it  I  were  my- 
seii  at  the  bar,  instead  of  the  bouoarabie 
fentlevnan  who  is  arraigned  befvre  you,  I 
yhonld  he  disposc  l  to  trouble  you  very  little 
in  my  own  defence^  yet  I  meui  to  purwie  no 
ancb  course  as  oraas.  I 

s.^y  the  advocate  of  others:  for  my  client 
mu£t  forpve  me  if  I  almost  lose  sight  of  him 
in  the  determination  of  my  duties.  Indeed, 
I  can  hardly  find  him  out  in  the  mast  of  nat- 
ter which  has  been  read  to  you.  One  is 
obliged  to  search  for  him  through  the  pn>- 
COMUIil^  and  with  difticulty  can  fmd  his 
name  ;  whilst  otheri,  lo  wliotn  I  owe  a  simi- 
iar  Bttenlion,  and  wttu  slaud  behind  fur  trial, 
•TO  tndoubtedly  impiieated  in  part  of  Ibat 
which  has  been  fruiltcssly  read  against  iiim. 
It  is  thia  alone  which  obliges  me  at  ail  to 
coaaiAer  the  quality  of  the  transactions  before 
you,  and  to  apply  them  to  the  law,  lest  as- 
fltmial  facts  ana  erroncou!»  doctrines  should 
meet  me  at  another  time,  and  in  ano^Aer  cha- 
ncier, touchine  ia  ttadr  ooBsequences  the 
lafeiy  of  the  other  (viaoDan^aDd  of  the  wluile 
|waple  of  this  land. 

The  first  thing  we  have  to  ooosider  ia  this, 
as  in  all  other  trial?,  is,  llie  nature  of  the  ao- 
caaation, — What  are  we  here  abwit  ? — or  lo 
tty  tbe  truth,  it  is  a  KtUe  diflknlt  at  iirstvtew 
to  find  it  cut.  It  is  the  glory  of  the  EngUsh 
law,  that  it  requires,  even  in  the  commoner 
caaca  ^ d fortufn  iaa  ctttof  biood  j,  the  utmoitt 
pmiaw  of  cfaar;^^  aati  a  proof  corretpood- 
mgfy  preciae; — hittm*:^  the  bird  in  the  very 
^e;  ^ictk  conformable,  not  merely  to  tlic 
BBbaMoaof  fkm  cawm,  but'to  the  acniwng 
Utter. 


ijet  tts  see,  therefore,  what  the  charge 
WIwpI  hadtbehtwuartodiaCTtssttestbb. 


|pct  bcforr,  it  was  to  another  jury,  and,  in- 
to another  court;  for  1  now  see  on  the 
an  iMBloinable  and  hametl  judge,* 
was  not  then  present :  ^me  of  you  also, 

jpentlemen,  most  probably  were  in  the  way  of 
weanag,  and  of  receiving  an  irapres&ion  from 
the  able  address  ot  the  ;atorney-general,  in 
fbe  intrndiirtion  ut  iMr.  liarHy'^i  trial:  you 
were  bound  to  be  prcaeni  la  court  when  the 
ivry  was  e^ed,  ana  it  is  notiobe  wpposed, 
■that,  after  ha.'mg  discharged,  on  that  day 


your  duty  to  the  public  by  a  painful  attend- 
ance, while  the  c»se  was  opened,  ^uu  would 
continue  it  in  orfirr  to  \h-mt  the  delencc  with 
which  you  iiad  nu  manner  ui  concern.  If 
you  come,  therefore,  with  any  biaa  upon  yoar 
minds  i'ron\  the  situation  you  were  pfarrd  in 
by  your  duties,  it  mutt  he  a  bias  agaiu^^t  m£; 
(or  you  hMfd  every  thing  on  one  side,  and 
nothiir;:  ij[Hjn  the  other:  it  becomes  tuy  duly, 
tberelore,  to  go  over  asain  the  same  ar^u- 
tnents  which  f  employed  before,  ihongh  aome 
of  you  are  not  yet  recovered  from  the  lat'igue 
of  Httenrltnt^  to  them.  Nor  is  the  task  ^s 
naubeuui)  to  myjicit ;  imt  irksolne  as  it  is,  it 
aauat  be  perfoniiadi->I  am  not  placed  heie 
to  establish  a  repnlaiion  for  speaking,  or  to 
amuse  others  wiiii  liie  novelty  oi  <liscourse  ; 
liut  lo  defead  ianaeanM.  and  ia  aMinlak  the 
libf Ttir?;  of  my  country. 
Gentlemen,  the  charge  is  thi» — 
Thelndtotnieatalatea,  <«  TlMiaU  tba  priso- 
ners*' (whose  names  I  shall  hereafter  enume- 
rate when  I  come  to  remark  upon  the  evi- 
dence) "  intending  to  excite  insurrection,  re- 
beUiott,  and  war  agonal  the  king,  and  to  sub- 
vert the  rule  and  governntenlof  the  kingdom, 
uud  to  depose  the  king  from  iiia  ruyal  state 
and  government  of  the  kingdom,  and  to 
bring  and  put  the  king  to  death— maliciously 
and  traitorously^  and  with  force,  lUd,  among 
thamselvea,  ana  together  with  otker  falaa 
tt  .itor?,  conspire,  compass,  and  imagine,  to 
excite  insurrection,  rebellion,  ami  war, 
against  the  king,  and  to  subvert  tbe  legisla- 
ture, rule,  and  government  of  the  kingdom, 
and  to  dcpoie  the  king  from  the  roynl  slate 
and  government  of  the  kingdom,  a>d  io 
miiNG  AND  PUT  ot;R  SAID  Loiu>  TKS  &1N0  ao 
DEATu."  This  is  the  whole  charge — But  as  it 
is  an  offence  which  has  its  seat  in  the  iieart, 
the  treason  being  com}rf«9te  bf  tine  nneooiaai- 
mated  intention,  it  is  enacted  by  positivr  sta- 
tute, and  was  indeed  the  ancieaC  practice  upon 
tbe gtMMral  prmcnlet of  Englisli law,  tiiatlie 
who  is  accused  of  this  crime,  which  consists 
in  the  invisible  uperatioms  of  tbe  mind,  should 
have  it  distinctly  disclosed  to  him  upon  tlie 
same  record,  what  acts  the  crown  intends  to 
establish,  upon  the  trial,  as  indicative  of  the 
treason^  wludi  acts  do  not  cou^iuule  the 
crime,  but  are  charged  upon  tlie  racaid  as  the 
means  employed  by  the  prisoner  to  ;if  complish 
the  intention  against  Uie  king's  lite,  which  is 
the  treaaan  under  ibe  firtt  branch  of  the 
statute. 

The  record  therefore  goeson  to  chars^e,  that, 
**  in  Older  to  fulfii,  perfect,  and  bring  to  e£:ct 
their  mmt  evil  and  treasonable  corepassingi 
and  ima'^Mi  ition*;,  "  (lliat  is  to  say,  the  com- 
passuigs  and  luiagitiaiiunsaiUecedeotly averr- 
ed, via.  to  brmg  and  put  the  king  to  death,) 
"  they  met,  cutv  ultcd,  conspired,  and  agreed 
among  thenuclvet>,  aud  others,  to  tiie  jurors 
unknown,  lo  eauie  and  procsurea  oobveatian 
and  mcrtin:^  of  divers  subjects  uf  the  realm, 
to  be  held  and  assembied  wtthm  this  ktng- 
"  .Nov,  i&onlef  to  elucidate  the  tma-aa- 
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-  sense  of  this  anomalous  crime,  and  to  prevent 

the  possibility  of  coufoiuiiiing  ihc  treason  with 
tiie  OVERT  ACT,  which  is  only  charged  as  the 

'  manifestation  of  it^kt  us  pause  here  a  little, 
andhcc  wluit  woulfl  lavcliLcu  tlie  consequence 
U  the  charge  had  hni&hed  here,  without  farther 
connecting  the  ovaar  act  with  the  TaaAsoii, 
by  directly  charging  the  convenUon  to  have 

. been  n«spmblpd  ion  rrir  rfnpo?-r  or  nRrxc- 
i.\G  lui:  KING  10  ui,Aiu.  1  sliall  not  be  put 
to  argue  that  no  proceedings  could  have  been 
had  upon  such  a  defective  indicttnrnt ;  since 
common  &cut>c  Uiu:>l  inform  the  most  unlet- 
tered mind,  that  merely  to  hold  a  convention 
of  the  people,  which  might  be  fur  v  a  viols 
i>uaFQSb$,  without  aileaiDg  for  what  ia'Ei'o$£ 


ner  tu  accomplish  it,  becaase'  no  other  acta 

can  be  rp^ortrd  lo  for  its  establishment;  and 
because  the  overt  act  would  be  equally  nuga- 
tory if  separated  from  the  compassing ;  since 

Till  OVJ  i;t  A(  1  I  01s  NOT  SUBSTANTIVF-LY  f  OM- 
STITUTE  TUE  TRCA&ON  WHEN  SS-PAKATaD  JKOM 
TBS  TRAITOBOVS  PCBPOSE  OF  TQS  MIKD  WHICH 
PROD  I  CED  IT^aVT  18  ONLT  THE  VISflSLE  MANf- 

FESTATION  OF  TUT  THAITOnOTS  IN'TFTSTrnX, 
WUICH  AUSmiLD,  ON    ALL  UAMl^,  TO  BE 

.THE  cniME. —  Your  office,  therefore,  gentle- 
men—  (  I  dejif  theu-it,  or  uisdom,  or  artifice  of 
maiif  to  remove  me  from  the  position) — ^/our 
office  is  to  try  whether  the  record,  inseparable 

as  T  liavc  shown  it  to  ho  in  its  member*,  be 
TRUE  oa  l  ALse;— or,  to  sum  up  its  conteott 


it  was  assembled,  woura  not  only  not  amount  |  in  a  word,  whether  the  prwrnsr  conspired,  mitk 


to  hit»h  trc.json,  but  to  no  chim  k  WHAtsor.vru. 
The  mdictment,  therefore,  of  necessity,  pro- 
ceeds to  aver,  that  "  they  conspired  to  hold 
this  convention,  Wim  iiit£Kt,  and  in  order, 
that  the  pers-mx  sn  to  be  oisembled  at  snch  con- 
verUion  and  wrettng,  should  and  might,  trk/r- 

■  edl^f  and  tmUotemtttf, without  and  in  defioncetif 
the  authority,  and  oi^tiinit  the  zrill  of  the  pur- 

,  Uamenl  uf  thi*  kiHgdonif  subvert  and  alter^  and 
came  tu  be  nAterttd  and  altered,  f  Ae  legnlatmre, 
rule,  and  government  vf  the  kln'^dom."  What 
then  is  the  ciiarge  in  this  hrst  count  of  the  in- 
dictment, when  its  members  are  connected 
together,  and  taken  as  one  whole?  It  is, 
that  the  pridoncr  conspired,  and  confederated, 

.^viih  others,  to  subvert  the  rule  and  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom,  and  lo  depose  the  king, 

.and  to  rti;iNc  and  prr  him  to  peatii;  which 
iast  ot  the  three  is  tiic  only  essential  char^: 
iot  I  shall  not  be  ptit  to  argue  that  the  indict- 
ment would  liave  been  c(|iu!Iy  complete  with- 
out ttie  two  former,  and  wliolly  and  radically 

.  defective  wilhoutthc  latter ;  since  it  has  been, 
and  will  again  be  conceded  to  me,  that  tue 
^OMPASsmc  Tiir.  king's  death  is  the  cist 
jOP  Tsa  ikdictmevt,  wuicu  nothing  can 
add  to,  avd  tkb  oMiiSioa  op  wntcu  no* 
TitiN'n  can  srppLY.  The  indirtmrnt,  llnrf- 
|orc,  liavine  charged  the  trtntoruns  compass- 
ai^,  iiroceeas,  in  conformity  to  the  statute, 
lO^  state  the  act  charged  to  luive  been  com- 
mitted in  fuihiroent  ol  it;  which  you  observe, 
Is  not  an  armed  assembly  to  sebw  wad  destroy 
at  once  tlic  pcrkoii  of  ihc  King,  but  a  Cfxisjti- 
xacy  to  c^cct  llie  same  purpose  through  the 
medium  of  a  convention  ;  the  indictment, 
Iberefore,  charges  their  dwign  to  assemble 
this ronvriuion,  not  as  a  meeliiiu  to  petition 
<br  tiic  rctonn  ot  parliament,  or  to  deliberate 
Upon  the  grievances  of  the  country,  but  with 

•the  h&ed  and  roott<l  intent  in  the  miuJ,  tii;it 
this  convention,  when  gut  togellier,  whatever 


('//((■/  >,  f(i  hold  a  convention  or  meeting,  with  the 
design  that,  under  the  mask  of' reform  of  par^ 
Itamenl,  it  should  depose  the  ktngj'nm  bis  royal 
office,  and  DESTaov  uis  life. 

Thcr**  are  «<e%'eral  other  overt  acts  charged 
in  the  iiidu  tiiient,  to  wiiich,  however,  yoa 
will  see,  Ht  a  glance,  that  the  same  principle 
will  uniformly  apply  ;  siuri^  tiic  r()mp.is«;ing 
the  death  of  the  king  is  alike  the  ctiai^c  in 
all  of  them ;  the  overt  acts  only  diflertng  from 
one  aiii  ilicr,  as  the  indi(  tmrnt  cli.ir-r-s  dif- 
ferent acts  connected  with  the  as^cmblmg  of 
this  convention— such  as  honkl  was  to  beheld 
-  who  were  lo  form  committees  for  projecting 
its  meeting — and  so  on — which  I  do  not  par- 
ticularize just  now,  lictause  I  shall  luive  oc- 
casion to  conudcr  them  dii^iiiK  tiy  when  I 
come  tu  t!',r*  partimlirs  of  the  evidence. 
There  is  one  of  tiie  counts,  however,  that  has 
been  so  struneily  relied  on  in  argument,  and 
to  whit  h  s,i  t,ir*if  a  portion  of  the  evidence 
hati  been  tiiuugtit  to  apply,  that  it  is  neces- 
sary, in  this  place,  to  attend  to  its  strticture. 
I  mean  the  count  which  charges  the  circula- 
tion of  papers.  We  have  In  ard  a  ^rtat  many 
of  them  read,  and  they  will  be  a  le»son  to  me 
never  igein  to  destroy  old  newspaners  ns 
useless  wrappings,  but  to  treasure  ihein  up 
as  precious  manuscripts  tor  the  discovery  of 
plots  and  secrets  of  conspinuors :  fur,  with  n 
very  few  exc^ption'^,  tfir  wfjole  of  tlic  written 
evidence — by  whicli  so  deep  laid  and  detesta- 
ble a  conspiracy  is  supposeo  lo  have  been  dc^ 
vclopcd  by  il)c  seizure  of  the  person'^  and 
currc.s|Hindcnces  of  traitors — has  been  .to  be 
fotmd,  fur  two  years  past,  upon  the  public  hie 
of  every  comnu>n  newspaper,  and  retailed, 
over  and  over  again,  in  every  town  and  if^un- 
Iry  magazine  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  that  too 
with  tlie  implied  consent  of  his  majesty's  at- 
tornrv-p*  nrnil.  \^ho  could  not  help  "ipeing 
liicm,  yet  who  never  thought  of  prosecuting 


mifht  be  its  external  pretext,  should  depose  any  man  for  tlieir  publication.    Yet  these 


the  kini:^,  Axr.  jm  i  him  io  i<i 


A  1  il. 


It  is  nn     said  old  newspapers  have  been  on  :i  sudden 


possible,  ttieretiurc,  to  separate  the  members  |  collected  togetiicr,  and  their  ciicuiatioa 
of  this  ^largc  without  destroying  its  whole  cliarged  as  an  overt  act  of  high  li 


existence;  because  the  charge  ot  the  com-  against  the  honourable  gentleman  before  you ; 
.|>assin^  woidd  be  utterly  void  without  the  |  arthou<;h,  with  a  very  few  and  perfectly  harm- 
overt  act  wiiich  the  statute  require  to  be  j  less  exceptions,  it  has  not  been  shown  that  tie 
tktwtpA 4b0  mnos  enplogrcd  by  ^he fciso-  either  vrsle  tMrn,  wvMihtd  them,  or  read 

J  tbeiDy  or  evcD  Jfcm  «r  thdr  diateoce. 
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■But  flupponng  lum  ta hmt  bsMi  the  author 

of  all  the  voliiinrs  which  h:ive  hrcn  rcul,  let 
u»  examine  bow  ihcy  arc  cluirged,  m  order 
to  erect  their  circulation  into  tfeaaon. 

T\ic  indictment  btatcs,  tlnit  **  farther  to 
fulfil  their  tnnti  r       ititcalion  as  aj'uresatd," 
(rejerriug  lo  the  anltctdent  charge  of'eomptm' 
img  m  tMe/armer  comnt )f  they  noltctously  and 
traitorously  did  coinpo'^e  and  write,  and  cause 
to  be  composcil  and  wnitcn,  divers  books, 
|iain|>)ileU,ieiters^d  Instructunu,  purporting, 
and  coulaintns;  therein,  amongst  other  things, 
encouragements  and  cxhorlalions  to  move,  iu- 
4nee,  and  penuiade  the  subjects  of  our  sud  lord 
theking,lochou>e,(Icpute,.uids  end ,  an  d  cau  se 
lo  be  chosen,  deputed,  and  &cnt,  persons  ax 
^Idegates,  to  compose  and  couslilute  such 
caoveottoo  as  ofbretaiJ,  with  the  traitorous 
-purpo«c«i  af'oiesaid" — n  ftu/i  is  agreed  to  be  a 
XtfefvHiC  lu  the  traUurvu*  purpoit*  tnuiiitiult:d 
in  the  a  niecedrni  pari    <M  nviktmitnt.  Here, 
therefore,  let  us  paii^c  a^tiin,  tO  Kview  the 
substauce  ol  tins  accusation. 

The  charge,  tou  observe,  is  wot  the  writing 
of  a  lif.el,  ur  hhcl<^  ;  or  fur  iheir  |>tibltcation 
or  Circulation;  but  tlKir  composition  and  cir- 
culation io  ^tti  the  premeditated,  precmeeiied 
treosoa  a^uimst  the  kinf('s  Uje.  This  intention. 
Ill  their  cffculation,  wasaccordinglyconsidered 
by  the  Court  most  distinctly  and  correctly, 
not  only  io  the  charge  to  the  grand  jury,  but 
tipon  the  former  Iriul,  the  merest  matter  of 
litcL  whicii  could  possibly  be  put  upon  parch- 
ment; totally  disentangled  from  every  legal 
<jtMl!f niion.  We  arc  not,  therefore,  exa* 
juintng  whether  these  papers  which  have 
■been  read,  or  any  of  them  are  Ubek  ;  but 
whether  (wh.ilever  mny  Lc  tlitir  trituinal  or 
illegal  qualities}  they  were  written  and  cir- 
.cdbitcd  tty  men,  who  having  j<redetennioed, 
in  their  wicked  muj;iaations,  to  dcsposc  and 
put  to  dfuth  tlie.  kmu,  wrote  and  imMi-'^ed 
them  to  excite  others  to  aid  ihem  ui  Uie  uc* 
canpUshment  of  that  detestable  and  trai> 
torotis  conspirary. 

There  is  another  overt  act,  in  which  the 
publication  of  the  same  papers  is  charged, 
whic!:  I  only  rrti«!  to  you  to  show  the  uniform 
applicaUon  ot  the  principle  which  obviously 
pervades  every  branch  and  member  of  the  in- 
nictmf;nt  It  states,  that  the  prisoners,  in 
firther  fultilmeiit  of  the  treason  a/oretaid" 
(i.  e.  hjf  rrf'e/encc,  the  treason  of  vviriSG 
rut  kiNu  TO  uKAiii), and  in  order  the  more 
rc  idu'v  .iii. I  rilet  Uiiilly  to  assemble  sucli  con- 
veatiun  and  meeting  as  aforesaid,  jor  (he 
traitarmtB  purpimt  aferenuP*  (i.  e   by  re- 

ftrfncc,  the  (rnttoriun  purpose  iii^mnst  llic  li/t 
of  the  kin^)^  they  composed,  and  ciiused  to  he 
com{>osed.  divers  bouks,  pamphlets,  &c.  pur- 
porting ;uid  containing;,  anioiii^^l  othr r  Ihiiiys, 
incitcuteiit>,  encouragements,  and  exhorla- 
Ibos,  move,  induce,  and  persuade  the  sub- 
jects of  our  ^aid  loid  the  king  to  choofye,  de- 
pute, and  ?eiu!,  and  cause  to  be  chosen,  de- 
pitted,  and  sent,  persons  as  delegates  to  com* 

fotftfluchcoDWIiDii  jmd  meeting  u-afbiv-^ 


aaid,  to  aid  and  assist  in  carrying  into  effect 

such  traitorous,  <^iihversivc  alteration  and  de- 
position as  last  aforesaid."  So  that  this  cliargc 
differs  in  notliiug  from  the  /orwicr. — |  Vir  1 1  aot 
that  criminal  pamphlets  were  pubhhhed,  but 
that  they  who  puljli  hed  them,  having 
wickedly  and  malicioudty  conceived  in  Uicir 
minds,  and  set  on  foot  a  conspiracy  wholly  to 
overthrow  an  !  Mil>vf  rl  the  governincni,  to 
dcpui^e,  and  lo  put  lo  deuth  Ihi  king^  pub. 
lished  them  for  the  express  purpose  of  e«eit- 
iug  others  lo  join  them  in  the  accomph.-^haicnt 
oi  tiu:ir  treason.  It  docs  not  charge  the  pub- 
licattoQ  of  libellous  nutter,  which,  perad- 
veniure,or  even  in  all  probability,  might  ex- 
cite others  to  orif-inatc  s  jch  a  conspiracy  ; 
but  directly  charges  the  criminal  purpose  of 
CAtitmg  oiners  to  assist  in  the  accomplish- 
ment ot  one  already  haU  hod  in  the  "Mtnj *^Td 
intention  of  ttic  prisout-i. 

Oentlcmcn,  1  should  not  liulher  enlarge 
upon  niaiirr  wliich  appears  to  be  so  seff- 
evidcnt,  mure  e:»peciahy  as  i  perceive  tlmt  X 
have  the  assent  uf  the  Court  to  the  meaning 
and  conslniciiuii  of  the  inLlictment  a>  I  have 
stated  It,  were  it  not  that  on  liie  torraer  trial 
it  was  directly  questioned  by  the  solicitor-ge- 
neral, in  an  ar^ulncIll  which  i  cannot  possibly 
reconcile  with  any  one  principle  or  precedent 
of  English  law.  1  am  persuaded  that  he  will 
not  consider  this  observation  as  a  personal 
attack  upon  his  inlf  tty,  f)r  any  depreciation 
of  his  prot'essioiui  iuarmug,*  for  both  of 
which  1  have  always  had  a  great  respect 
The  truth  is,  when  ttic  niuul  has  long  been 
engaged  up^n  a  particular  sui^ject,  and  has 
happened  to  look  at  it  in  a  particular  point  of 
view,  it  is  its  natural  ill  fir  niily  to  draw  into 
the  vortex  of  iU»  own  ideas,  whatever  ii  can 
lay  hold  of,  however  uosuitcd  to  Uieir  sup- 
port. I  cannot  account  upon  any  other  prin- 
ciple for  the  doctrine  maintained  by  so  very 
learned  a  peraoii,  in  his  late  reply  in  this  place; 
a  doctrine  so  extraordinary,  that  I  would  not 
venture  to  quote  it  from  my  own  mcmorv, 
and  which  i  aiiati,  thcretore,  read  to  you 
from  the  note  i  have  been  furnished  with  by 
my  learned  friend  who  sits  near  me  [Mi. 
Gurney]  •  a  doctrine  which  1  am  persuaded  the 
solicitor -general  would  not,  upon  reflection,  re- 
maintain  to  be  the  law;  and  which,  if  it  were 
the  law,  1  would  not  live  in  the  country  longer 
than  to  finish  my  address  tu  you  lie  says 
roundly,  that  the  law  upon  this  subject  is  per- 
fectly clear;  namely,  that  any  act  done  (at- 
tend, I  beaeediyou,  to  the  expression),  "  that 
uuy  act  done  which  mav  endanger  the  life  of' 
tilt  kinji,  is,  in  tfw  juJ^nicnt  of  /lit  A/a,  an  act 
done  ill  purmaMe  of  an  intent  to  compass  hi$ 
demth.—'^Hat  the  «C<  is,  in  pomt  of  luiv,  de- 
momtndn  t  of  the  purpose,  and  cmriitutes  the 
crime  of'  high  treautn  ;  that  the  im/jgineUion  of 
personal  harm  to  the  ktngjomu  no  part  ^  it  ; 
and  that  it  it  not  materM  whether  the  persem 


•  See  Hardy's  Triai 

ioe9t  im,  to95.  , 


ante  \ui.  Hi,  p.p. 
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9karg«d  AiUt  in  contempiation  the  consequences 
fA«f  mgki  JhUem  from  tohat  kt  diS,  it  being 

mifj^rirnt,  ijideprndcntli/  of  all  inffntivn,  if  the 
math  t>f'  the  ktNg  mas  a  rROUABLE  cousin 

Oentlempn,  '.mr  hrirdly  knows  whrrc  one 
is  after  reading  &o  strange  and  contuumliog  a 
proposition.  The  argument,  in  short,  is  nd- 
thor  non  nor  less  than  this — ^That  if  I  do  an 
art  though  with  the  most  innocent  mind,  and 
"Without  cooteflijplaliDg  that  any  danger  can 
possibly  touch  Uie  king;  nay,  more,  if  from 
a  mi^fiikcn  real  I  dn  an  act  from  which  the 
jury  are  convinced  thai  I  honestly  conceived 
Bis  pcfwm  would  ht  ttfJer,  and  his  neien  more 
EeciiiT  and  illuslriniT; ;  yet,  if  not  inthe  evenly 
but  onlv  in  the  dptnion  of  lawyers^  my  conduct 
led  to  the  direct  oonira'ry  consequence,  I  am 
to  be  adjudged  in  law  a  com  passer  of  the 
king's  death. — I  am  to  be  found,  in  point  of 
law,  to  have  intended  what  I  never  tktmght  of; 
ttMl  a  jury,  wliose  imwiaee  is  to  declare  the 
FACT,  is  tn  b<>  bound  in  conscience  to  find  me 
guilty  ot  designing  the  king's  death,  thoti^h 
tneir  conscieDoes  inform  them,  from  the 
whole  evidence,  thr^t  T  ?ou^t  nothing  but 
the  health  of  his  person,  and  the  hooour  of 
liis  erewn*  QenilemeD,  this  is  eoch  n  mon* 
utTous,  liorrblr  proposition,  that  I  would  ra- 
ther, at  the  end  of  all  these  causes,  when  I 
had  finished  my  duty  to  Uieirtmfortiinate  ob- 
jects, die  upon  my  knees,  thanking  God  th  .t. 
for  the  protection  of  innocence,  and  the  safety 
of  my  country,  1  had  been  made  the  instru- 
ment of  denyiiic;  and  reprobating  it,  than  live 
to  the  age  of  Methusalem  for  letting  it  pa?s 
unexposed  and  unrebuked.  It  may  be  curious 
to  cmmine  lo  what  eoneluskma  this  doctrine 
of  a  lawyer's  speculatirrt  n|n);i  prr^bable  con- 
seqoeocea,  abutting  out  tttc  examination  of 
aetotl  intention,  might  lead.  It  is  part  of  the 
evidence  before  you  against  the  honourable 
gentleman  at  your  bar,  that  a  proposition  was 
msde  to,  and  adopted  by,  the  Constitutional 
Society  to  send  a  delegate  to  the  (  onvention 
at  Edmburgh;  and  jwi  have  been  desired, 
from  this  measure,  and  other:^  of  a  similar 
bearing,  to  find  an  intention  to  destroy  the 
king,  ^om  the  probable  consequence  ot  ^urh 
proceedings.  Let  us  try  the  validity  ot  tlus 
lo^c— The  Society  of  the  Viriende  of  the  Peo- 
ple (some  of  who've  i^roceedings  are  in  cvi- 
aence)  bad  a  similar  proposition  made  to  them 
to  ecnd  s  delegale  to  tnis  same  convention, 
and  the  measure  was  only  rejected,  after  a 
considerable  degree  of  debato.  Suppose, 
then,  on  the  contrary,  they  hjid  ai^rccd  to 
•end  one,  and  that  I,  who  am  now  speakii^ 
to  you,  had  hri"n  of  the  number  who  cftn- 
sented,  I  sliouid  then  have  been  in  a  wur&c 
predicament  thsm  my  dient,  who  appears  to 
nave  oppo^f-d  it ;  1  should  have  been  found 
to  have  consented  to  ao  ac^  which,  according 
lo  mm  legal  camuft,  had  s'tondeo^  to  de- 
stroy the  king ;  and  although  my  life  was  la* 
boriouslv  devf>t'-d  to  the  duties  ot  my  profe*'- 
aiou,  wiuui  cul  mc  oH  from  atteuduig  to  Uic 


particular  conduct  of  reformers,  thougii  ap- 
proving of  tbdr  general  and  avowed  object, 
Mr,  Yorkc's  sprcrh  at  Shcffirld,  and  a!l  the 
matter  l>esides  whtch  has  consumed  our  time 
and  patience  fiMrlbree  days  past,  would  have 
l)een  read  to  establish  mv  con-pirury  with 
people  whom  i  never  saw  or  heard  ot  ;n  the 
conrseof  my  erislence.  It  is,  besides,  equally 
high  treason  to  compass  and  imagine  the 
death  of  the  heir  apparent,  as  the  death  of 
the  king  ;  and  if  the  nature  ot  the  conspiracy 
waa  to  Teach  the  kii^a  life,  by  subverting  the 
government,  its  subversion  would  lead  as  di- 
rectly, in  ita  consequence,  to  the  destraC" 
tion  of  his  saeeessor,  and  cooseauentJy  vmold, 
upon  the  acknowlndjr'c^  principles  of  law,  be 
a  compassing  of  tne  death  ot  the  PhnMof 
Wales.  See,  then,  to  what  montlroaa  coift> 
clu<iions  it  would  lead,  if  an  act  could  be  con- 
sidered as  legally  conclusive  of  an  iolention, 
instead  of  esamtirineit  with  the  eye  of  reason, 
and  as  a  ikct  from  me  circumstances  atumd- 
ing  it.  It  so  fi  j opened  thnl  at  this  very  time, 
and  though  a  member  oi  this  society  of  re- 
formers, 1  was  attomey>^eral  to  the  Prince; 
swcrn  of  his  privy  con nril ;  high  in  his  per- 
sonal confidence;  and  full  or  that  aSicctioa 
Ibr  him  which  I  yet  retaio^Weald  it  have 
been  said,  rontlr nun  (I  am  notseekin^  credit 
with  yon  lor  mv  iot^^ty),  but  wonld  it  have 
been  eaid  withoot  ridteole^  that  a  man, 
y>laced  as  I  was  in  a  high  situation  about  tbo 
heir  apparent  of  the  crown,  who  had  at  once 
the  will  and  the  privilege  to  reward  luy  aeiv 
vices;  that  I,  wtw  was  serving  him  at  the 
very  momeft  in  terms  of  conficlrnce  arwl  re- 
gard, was  to  be  taken  conclusively,  at  ujudg-' 
ment  of  abstract  hm,  to  be  plotting  his  p<m« 
tical  destruction,  and  hi?  natural  death  ? 

This  doctrine,  so  absurd  and  irrational, 
does  not  aopear  to  me  to  he  supported  by  any 
thing  like  legal  authority. 

in  the  first  place,  let  it  be  recollected  that 
this  is  an  indictment  on  a  statute,  and  not 
upon  the  common  law,  which  has  the  prea^ 
dents  made  by  judges  for  its  foundation  ;— 
the  rule  of  action  here  depends  upon  a  writ- 
ten mraLTenaaLE  record,  enacted  by  Ihe 
legislature  of  the  kingdom  ftir  the  protection 
ol  the  subject's  life,  and  wluch  tne  judgea 
upon  the  beneh  have  no  right  to  tmmgnm 
or  altera  letter  of,  hf  c;ui=-r  oiher  /fudges  may 
have  done  so  beiore  them.  As  far  as  the  law 
stands  upon  tradilioa.  it  b  nmde  by  the  pee- 
cedents  of  jud^,  aim  Uiere  is  no  other  evi- 
dence of  its  existence;  but  a  ST^TrTF,  i«!  ever 
prcseul  to  »peak  for  itself,  in  aii  courts,  and 
in  allafiei;  and  I  any  with  eerininty— speak, 
ing  in  my  own  name  and  person,  and  desiring 
to  stand  or  lail  as  a  protes&tonai  man,  by  what 
I  utter,  that  the  lew  it  at  Immnhunad  It 
iipon  ihc  trial  of  Thomas  {Tardy,  and  a^  I 
maintain  it  now.  1  admit  that  a  staliite,  Uke 
the  emnmon  bw,  moot  leoMve  a  hadidal  in*' 
terpretalion ;  and  that,  wherever  the  letter 
nn  nrt  of  parhamen!  is  ambiguous,  the 
conHrucuuas  which  have  been  fipst  pit  opOA 


Digitized  by  Google 


§00]  far  High  Treason* 

it,  if  rat^nal,  o\^h\  to  continue  to  be  th«  rule. 
— But  where  a  statute  is  expressed  m  such 
fbair  ummiIh^uous  ttffii%«lnt  bntoM  puB- 

malfral  or  rational  rcn^Tnirtion  can  be  put 
upuuit;  wben  the  lirs I  departure  from  tost 
«Mjr  oMMlfueliMi  doM  not  aopearto  havo 
taken  rise  fromnny  snpposca  ambiguity  of 
its  oj^ireasion  m  the  nuods  of  those  who 
iral  doyarlid  frooi  tt,  which  u  the  general 
lii«lory  of  constructive  departures  from  writ- 
ten law?,  but  comes  down  ta'mtrd  with  the 
mo&t  degraded  profligac^r  of  uidget»  notor)ou!i»- 
Ijr  de9<Aed  to  arbilnry  mm  corrupt  govern- 

mCDtS ;  when  the  very  writers  and  jni^gcs 

whose  writings  and  decisions  first  supported 
such  original  OMacaMtiuctioiw,  honestly  ad> 

rz'it  then:  to  hr  mi>cnnstnirli(5n«;, aii<5  Ininent 
Mud  reprobate  tbeir  introduction  ;  when  the 
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handed  down  from  commentator  to  commen- 
tator, and  from  court  to  court,  through  the 
whole  series  of  constructive  judgments:  and 
Im^,  when  parUameilt  teself  in  different 
asrs,  as  tfic  evil  became  intolerable,  has 
swept  them  ail  away  ;  when,  to  avoid  the  in- 
truductioD  of  new  difficulties)  it  bos  coutious- 
ly  left  the  old  IcUtr  of"  the  statute  standing 
id  i^peak  tbritselff  without  any  other  commen- 
tary ihoa  tho  dottnirlioii  or  ovtnr  ono  that 
ever  had  been  made  upon  it,  and  the  reversal 
ofevety  iudgment  which  ever  had  defwrted 
ham  iia  ratter,  coochidin^  with  the  positive 
prohibitioBy  in  oH  fimm  tune,  of  the  one  and 
of  the  other  : — in  such  n  cage,  I  do  maintain, 
and,  as  an  £ngli<vh  Uwyer,  fee!  myselt  bound 
for  the  yybih  aafety  to  declare,  in  opposition 
to  whatever  tuthoritit  s  m  ly  be  found  to  the 
cootrory,  that  if  the  statute  of  Edward  Srd, 
oM  bodafMurtcdIrom  bycofMlractioiijOr  con 

be jtiJijed  otherwise  THAN  ir  ir  nu)  rASsrr 
TsssanoAY,  there  is,  properly  sneaking,  no 
iwb  thmg  as  written  law  in  England.* 

Gentlemen,  vou  will  find  me  justified  in 
what  1  ^y  by  tfie  lancrua^c  of  the  statute  ii- 
seif,  which  is  clear  and  unambiguous,  and  by 
tkadaclatatiom  of  ita  gaounH  maiatog  by 
subeoq^ir'T^t  l^irliaments. 

'fhe  wonl!>  ot  the  statute  of  the  S5th  of 
EdfKofd  9fd,  ato  these : 

a  \Yi^rrr3.>  divers  opinion ^  have  been  be* 
tore  thi«  time,  iu  wliat  caae  treason  shall  be 
•aid,  and  whatnot — the  king,  at  the  rcqiiett 
of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  has  mada  a  da- 
dvatton  as  hereinafter  followeth  : 

*  When  a  man  doth  compass  or  imaeine 
the  iloalh  of  our  lord  the  king-*-ar  of  our  lady 
hn  qticen  :  "f  their  eldest  son  and  heir  ;  or 
it  a  man  do  levy  war  against  th£  kino  in  his 
laahn,  or  be  adherent  to  the  king's  enamiet 

in  bis  Tf  :\}m,  giving  them  aid  anH  comfort, 

and  thereof  be  proveabljr  attunled  of  open 
datd  by  peopleofthelrcoMHioin.'* 

*  Of  the  extent  o(  the  auihorilgr  of  adjudged 
tmn,  aame  ooaiidwaliao  ii  had  in  a  note  lo 
Richard  Tbompsoo^a  Cue,  Vol.  8|  p.  TS,  of 
thi»  GollactiM. 
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The  reason  of  passing  it,  as  expre«^f3d  hy 
the  act  it&clf,  anil  by  lord  ilale  and  lord  Coke 
in  their  CommealMiaa^demonstratcs  the  illo. 
galityofany  departure  from  its  letter;  be- 
cause it  wa&  naued  to  give  certaimt^  to  a  crinio 
which,  by  fiidkiml  rmtttimiimUfhad  baftm 
become  xtvcertaiv.  Lonl  Hale  s:ivs  •*  that 
at  common  law  there  was  a  great  latitude 
used  in  raising  offeneea  to  the  crime  and 
pimishment  of  treason,  by  way  of  interpreta* 
tion;  and  arbitrary  construction,  which 
brought  ingreat  inconvenience  and  uncer- 
tain^,*' Tbm,  "  accroaching  of  nyal  power 
was  a  usual  charge  of  treason  annentty, 
tliough  a  verv  uncertain  charge ;  that  no  man 
could  tell  what  it  waty  Or  what  daftnea  in 
make  to  it."  He  then  proceeds  to  state  va- 
rious instances  ot  cruelty  and  vexation,  oad 
CMiokidM  atfA  tht9  cht€fV9tioit  r 

"  By  the<:e,  and  t!io  like  instances  that 
mi^ht  be  eiveo,  it  appears  how  imccrtain  and 
arbitrary  me  Uw  of  treason  was  aEroaa  thb 
sraTUTE  o(  the  S5th  of  Edwani  Srd,  wiwiaby 
it  came  to  pass,  that  almost  every  offence  that 
was,  or  seemed  to  be,  a  breach  ot  the  faith 
and  allegance  dna  to  tlia  Icing,  was  by  can- 

ttnicfion,  and  consri/umcr,  arifl  interpretaiittt^ 
raised  into  Uic  otUmce  of  high  treason.'' 

To  f«t  an  end  to  Uieta  enls,  theialbiQ,  and 
to  give  to  the  hamssrd  sulijerl's  of  England 
securitjT  peace,  this  sacred  law  was  made; 
but  for  a  waion  with  vary  little  eflfect,  be* 
cause  wicked  judges  still  broke  in  upon  lla 
protecting  letter  hy  arbitrary  constntctions, 
insomuch  that  lord  lialc  observes,  that  al- 
though the  statute  of  Edwnd  Srd  had  ex* 
pre^-Oy  directed  that  nothing  should  be  dc- 
clare<i  to  be  treason,  but  cases  withm  ita 
enacting  letter — ^"yet  that  things  weraiocaiw 
ried  by  j>arttp«i  and  factions  i n  tne  ^Ttrenedin^ 
reign  ot  Hichard  and,  tlMt  it  was  little  ob- 
served; but  as  this  or  the  other  party  pre- 
vailed, so  the  crime  of  high  treason  was  in  a 
manner  arbitrarily  imposed  and  adjudged,'* 
'*  which  bv  various  vicissitudes  and  revolu- 
tions mischieiiBd  all  parties,  first  or  hut,  and 
left  a  jreat  inquietude  and  unsettled nps«!  in 
the  maids  of  the  people,  and  was  one  of  the 
occasions  of  the  unhappiness  of  that  king.** 
All  these  ini -chiefs,  he  farther  observes,  arose 
from  breaking  the  great  boundary  of  treason 
by  a  depaftore  from  tlie  xvTTsa  of  tbastotnte. 
whicli  was  so  great  a  snare  to  the  subject, 
that  after  many  temporary  actn  of  parliament 
passed  and  repealed,  and  many  vexatious 
and  illegal  judgments,  cki'^hing  with,  and  con* 
tradictiug  one  another,  the  slulutc  of  queen 
Mary  was  at  last  enacted,  which  swept  them 
all  away,  and  as  lord  Coke  observes,  iu  Ida 
commentary  upon  it,  in  the  second  iii'-tittue, 
not  only  set  up  again  the  very  letter  of  the 
Haloto  of  the  15«h  of  Edward  Srd,  but  f»> 
pealed  all  judicial  interpretation"^  past  and 
prohibited  all  rectirrence  lo  them  in  tiiture. 

I  wiUgive  it  you  in  his  own  words : "  In  this 
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statute  ot  Mary  two  thinp  are  to  be  observed.  (  dently  of  a  design  against  his  life,  bot  only 
rirst,  that  the  word  expressed'  in  the  statute  \  as  an  overt  act  tu  prove  the  compassing  oi 
•fMvy  excludes  all  impHcations  or  inferences  |  hts  dfath;  and  %o  fur  was  Hale  froai  consi- 
whalsoever.  Secondly,  thai  no  former  at-  i  dcring  that  constriiclive  attempts  upon  the 
tainder,  judgment,  precedent,  resuiutUtHf  or  i  king'b  gtwerntnent  or  authorit^^  witiiout  direct 
opinion  of  fudges  or  Jutlieet,  of  high  treauMt  \  force  pointed  against  his  permn,  coutd  even 
other  than  such  a$  are  specified  and  crprrwrl 
in  theUatute  of  Edteard  ^rdf  are  to  be JoUoaed 
or  drawn  inio  exampU.  For  the  wokoa  be 
vi  AiN  AND  PiRi.cT — 'That  from  henceforth 

*  no  act,  deed,  or  offence  thaM  be  taken, 
'  bad,  deemed,  or  adjudged  lo  be  high  trea- 
'tOD,  but  only  such  as  are  declared  and  ex- 

*  pressed  in  the  said  art  of  thc2oth  of  Fdward 
<  3rd, any  actof  parliauient  or  statute  atltr  the 

*  t5th  of  Edward  3rd,  or  any  other  declaration 

*  or  matter,  to  the  rontrary  notwiih'.randin'::,' 

I  do  therefore  roaintam,  that  the  statute  of 
kme  EdwATd  Srd,  plain  in  itself,  and  rendered 
still  more  so  by  the  parliamentary  exposition 
of  the  act  of  queen  Mary,  is  a  peremptory 
iivtE,  and  that  no  afipeal  can  be  had  npon  the 
subject  to  any  writers  or  ilrcisioiis,  whatever 
may  be  the  reputation  of  the  oue»  or  the  au- 
thority of  the  other 

I  find  nothiogy  however,  in  any  writcrof  rha- 
Tacler,  or  in  any  decision,  which  dcvcrvcs  the 
name  of  autiionty,  to  which  such  an  appeal 
could  successfully  be  made  Lord  Hale  no 
where  «;ny'»,  that  a  con^pirary  to  'ithvrrl  the 
government,  or  any  reheihou,  pointed  merely 
at  the  king's  royoi  makerOy,  is  high  treason 
within  tliis  hranth  (jf  tlic  statute.  He  uni- 
formly considers  the  crime  asa  design  against 
the  king's  NATURAL  LIFE ;  andtfcats  nothing 
even  as  an  overt  act  of  it,  that  is  not  so 

f)ointcd  aiiaiiist  the  king'*,  tfrson,  as  to  be 
cgal  evidence  ot  a  conspiracy  against  his  f.x- 
iSTEKCB.   •*  If  men,"  savs  llflue»  *•  conspire 


hr  (ft  red  as  evidrnrp  tn  ^^uppoti  an  iiidict- 
inent  tur  compassiug  Ins  dc^tlh,  thai  he  seems 
anxious  to  prevent  the  reader  from  mnning 
to  such  a  conclusion ;  for  he  immediately  after- 
wards says,  "  But  then  this  must  be  intended 
of  a  conspiracy  /brci^/y  to  detain  and  impri- 
son the  king."* 

Gentlemen,  I  have  only  troubled  you  with 
tliesc  observations,  to  prevent  any  thing 
»hich  has  been  offered  as  evidence  upon  thia* 
trial,  from  being  at  all  confounded  in  your 
minds,  as  connected  with  the  charge. — We 
have  indeed  attempted  nothing  against  the 
king's  gtmernment ;  but  leavini;  that  still  to  be 
the  question,  there  is  not  a  tittle  in  the  whole 
body  of  the  proof,  which  has  any  the'te- 
motest  relation  to  any  conspira<  y  to  seize  the 
king,  or  to  depose  him,  which  ulone  could  sup- 
port a  charge  of  compassing  the  king's 
death;  for  the  indictmeDt  itself  docs  not 
point  even  to  any  con«-j'!nirv  to  (1(  |io^e  the 
king  dirccUy  by  turce  a^aiubl  lus  person,  but 
only  constructively,  through  the  raedium  ef 
a  hidivrrsion  of  the  government 

Gentlemen,  the  ctLiri^e,  tiitrtlore,  which 
the  crown  scieks  tobnni;  home  to  us,  not 
only  us  it  is  to  be  collected  from  the  indict- 
ment, but  as  it  is  exphciUv  pointed  by  the 
argument,  is  this— that  a  design  was  ■  formed 
to  call  a  convention  of  the  nation,  and  that 
the  jf isoncr  at  the  bar  was  engaged  in  it; 
that  he  consullud  wiiliutiiera  iur  tlie  appoint* 
ment  of  commiltees  of  co-opentiOD  and  con* 


ffir  jjEATH  of  the  hinf:,  an^  thereupon  provide  '  ference,  consisting  ot' the  persons  now  in  pri- 
son, who  were  delegated  by  tiie  two  ^eat  JUmi. 
don  societiesatthe  headot  theconspuacy;  and 
thattIieC(>nvcntion,which  was  tobeassembled 
and  allLitii  to  iurd  Hale's  language,  which  is  !  as  the  lesuit  of  this  confederacy,  was  lode* 
plainly  this If  men  conspire  the  nasTn  of  i  ^troy,  by  foice,  tlie  legal  government  of  the 
the  kin::,  :ind  do  the^e  things  in  execution  of  -  conntry,  arid  to  t\<T\n  itsell  into  a  legislature 
the  conspiracy,  the  things  so  done  are  legnl :  for  the  nation  :  ttiercby  superseding,  not  only 


weapons,  or  send  Itliers  in  the  execution  or 
it,  tlu!^  iH  an  overt  act  within  this  statute." 

T  fiilf  iiti  '  11 V  i»  IS— luit  mark  the  principle, 


evidences  of  the  treason :  but  the  treason, 
which  is  the  intention  of  the  nund  against  the 
king's  life,  nin-^r  first  exist,  before  any  step 
could  be  taken  lu  pursunncc  of  it. 

Another  passage  in  lord  Hele,  upon  which 
the  whole  aririfmcnt  against  us  appears  in  a 
manner  to  be  built,  is,  in  my  mind,  equally 
clear,  and  perfectly  oonabtent  with  the  letter 
of  the  statute : 

'*  If  men  conspire  to  imprison  the  king  by 
FORCE  AMD  A  sraoNG  HAND,  until  he  lias  yield 


ed  to  certain  demands,  and  for  that  purpose  compassing  his  death. 


the  functions  of  the  three  branches  of  parlia- 
ment, but  the  executive  authority  of  the 
crown: — that  thi%  and  this  alone,  was  the 
secret  oiject  ot  all  these  societies,  thougU 
covered  witli  puj  nl  ir  pretexts  of  restoring 
the  constitution,  until  iheir  macliinations 
should  be  sufiicieutly  ripe  to  throw  olf  the  . 
veil,  to  avow  their  prnx  iples,  and  to  esta* 
blish  thfin  ly  force:  that  thi>,  tlicrcforc, 
amounted  to  a  conspiracy  to  depose  the  king, 
which  was  an  overt  act  of  high  treason  for 


gather  company,  nr  write  letters,  is  an  overt  j 
act  lo  pruve  the  compassing  the  king's  death ;  i 
for  it  is  in  effect  to  despoil  hnn  of  his  kingly  I 
^{Ovemment,  and  wa<?  «o  arfjudjied  by  all  the 
judges  in  the  lord  Cobham':)  case."  . 

Here,  you  observe,  that  the  conspim^ 
cy,  even  to  imprison  the  kini:,  is  iii;t  '•lated 
as  a  fubstanUve  act  of  trcasoni  indcpcn- 


Gendenicn,  I  am  Mirc  I  have  done  jus- 
tice to  llic  crown  ni  ujy  hUiteuicut  oi  its  pro- 
position; and  1  udl  be  equally  just  in  my. 
answer  to  it.  -I'.-r  1  admit,  lliai  if  the  attor- 
ney-general satushes  you  upon  the  Jact,  that 
this  proposition  is  true,  he  gives  you 

*  1  Uale'si'.  C.  cb.  ^ 
o 
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dcBcc  from  wheoce  it  ought  to  be  left  for  your 
veiy  serious  judgment  whctlicr  those  who 
ift-crc  engaged  in  a  conspiracy  to  usurp  the 
kin.jN  tntiuirity,  might  not  be  reasonably 
Mifpo^l  to  have  also  contcni plated  his  de> 
•traction,  which  was  so  likely  to  follow  from 
the  annihilation  of  his  olBce.  I  desire  it  w,iy 
be  (eioembercd,  th»t  1  have  never  denied, 
ciiher  now  or  upon  the  former  trial ;  that  the 
destruction  of  the  king's  natural  life  was  not 
a  probable  con-^equeace  ot  a  tordbie  coercion 
of  bis  person,  fur  the  extinction  of  his  autho* 
ritj ;  nur  thttt  nn  act  done  whb  ddibenilion, 
leading  l*»  i  mainl\  prohable  consequence,  is 
not  guod  EviDbMi  of  tlicinientwn  to  produce 

thai  cait$eifU€Hce.   My  whole  ergumeot  has 

only  birni,  ;:[?(!  still  is,  tuat  Tiir  intf.ntton 

ACAiKM  THE  king's  LIFE  I»  THE  CEIME,  TUAT 
mElfSTBPCK  IS  MATTKft  OP  FACT,  AHD  HOT 

MATrrn  of  law,  and  that  it  must  TUERr.- 

Bfi  COIXECtBD  BY  YOU  TttE  fVAX,  IHSTCAD 

OP  mxtvo  naot  nc  AWaenMrt  assott  op  a 

LEGAL  PROPOMTION,  FROM  AMY  PACT  WBICU 
DOES  NOT  PinrCTr.Y  rMBKACF.  AND  COMfRE- 
HEMD  TlIK  IMl;MJON  \SH1(JU  COSSTITl'TES  THE 
TBCASOK. 

Rut,  ti).it  this  is  the  law  of  England,  and 
the  law  inmiediately  applicable  to  ttie  pre- 
seot  question,  fortunately  does  not  depend 
upon  any  ar:;ii(ncnt  of  mine,  nor  upon  any 
ayycala  1  have  made  to  the  aniburitalive 
writings  of  the  sejces  of  the  profession  I 
have  a  much  better  security  fur  my  purpose — 
the  security  that  what  bis  lordship,  who  is  to 
auist  you  in  your  dehherations,  has  said  upon 
one  occasion,  he  will  say  upon  another ;  I  \ 
have  the  express  and  direct  authority  of  lord  | 
duel  justice  Eyre,  in  thai  part  of  his  charge 
to  Ibe  grand  jury,  where  be  laid  before  them 
the  very  matter  we  are  now  engasi'  i  in  fnr 
tfaeir  consideration.   "  if,"  says  uis  lordship, 
*  there  be  ground  to  consider  the  professed  { 
j^urpose  of  any  of  these  a^siaiaiions,  a  reform  i 
10  {ksrhafocnt,  as  mere  colour,  and  as  a  pre-  j 
tot  held  out  in  order  to  cover  dee^  designs 
"designs  against  the  whole  constitution  and 
goveroinent   of  the  country;  the  ca«e  of, 
those  enihiirked  m  fut  h  deaigns  is  that  which  i 
I  have  already  considered.  Whether  tliis  ■ 

ht  so  or  not,  is  mebp  MArrrn  op  fact  ;  as  | 
to  whjch  I  shall  only  remind  you,  that  au 
ioauTry  into  a  charge  of  this  nature,  which 
undertakes  to  make  out  that  tlie  ostensible 
purpose  ia  a  mere  veil,  under  \vhich  is  con- 
cealed a  traitorous  conspiracy,  requires  cool 
«nd  deliberate  examination,  and  tlie  most  at- 
tentive consideration;  and  that  the  result 
thou  Id  he  perfectly  clear  and  uUt^factory. 
In  t:  <  i:iairs  of  common  life,  no  tnan  is 
justified  in  imputing  to  another  a  meaning 
c&Qirajy  to  what  he  himself  expresses,  but 
upon  the  fullest  evidence^"*  This  the  learned 
jiid^^c  lays  down  with  the  greatr^t  propriety 
as  a  general  rule  of  evidence,  uppUcablc  to 
all  rases,  and  tbeiefere  most  emphatically 

*  See  Iiard/«  case,  anti  Vol.  %^  p,  805.  1 
VOUXXV.  1 


A.  D.  1794.  [«74 

applicable  to  high  treawn,  where  the  prisoner 
is  not  to  be  cmuuiulcd  hy  conjectures,  and 
inferences,  or  strains  of  wit,  but  proveablj 
attainted  according  to  the  language  of  the 
statute,  It  must  oe  remembered,  too,  that 
this  sound  and  salutary  doctrine  was  not  de* 
livered  I  v  the  court  as  an  abtiract  proponition, 
but  the  apphcation  of  It  was  directly  pointed 
to  the  ouanoHt  and  j^ven  to  the  ^jrand  jury, 
as  a  standard  to  direct  their  judgments  in  tkt 
very  matter  before  us.  The  cause,  therefore,  * 
is  Drought  beyond  the  power  ol  evasion  or 
controversy,  to  one  short  point,  disentangled 
from  all  ambiguity  or  legal  di<^tinrtion  :  since 
upon  the  express  authority  of  the  Court  which 
sits  lo  try  the  prisoner,  independently  of  all 
other  authorities,  it  is  a  mere  naked  question 
ot  fact  which  tou  are  to  examine  :— there  is 
nothing  wluch  can  affect  him  legally,  or 
which,  it  is  even  contended,  can  attect  him, 
uiiiess  you.  are  prepared  to  say,  upon  jour 
oaths,  in  the  presence  of  God  and  your  coun- 
try, that  you  have  materials  in  evidence  be« 
fore  you,  from  whence  you  feel  yourselves 
bound  in  conscieuce  to  pronounce,  that  the 
parties  who  engaged  in  the  proposition  of 
holding  a  convention,  did  kot  engage  in  it 
according  to  tlieir  professions  lo  collect  the 
public  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  national 
abu  -r<,  :iud  for  the  consiiln  .ii  nn  of  constitu- 
tional redress,  but  for  the  direct,  though  con- 
cealed purpose,  of  resisting,  by  fokce,  the 
aulliority  of  parliament.  I  repeat  the  expres- 
sion, of  resisting,  by  force,  the  autliority  of 
parliament,  and  assuming  to  themselves  the 
control  and  dominion  of  tiie  nation.  Tars  I8 
thf  fact  to  Br  made  out,  akd  the  dordcn 

ot    Tl'K  PROOF  IS  UFON    THE  CrOWN. — I  do 

not  stand  here  to  disprove,  but  to  examine 

what  has  hern  proved  ;  an<1  I  nsnfesH  luvself, 
therefore,  to  be  utterly  at  a  ios^  iiow  to  pursue 
my  discuurse^fbr  you  have  heard  nothine 
upon  which  you  would  putl  a  feallu  r  out  of 
a  sparrow's  wing.  There  is  not  only  no  evi- 
dence upon  which  reasonable  men  might  de-  • 
liberate  between  a  verdict  of  Guilty  or  Not 
guilty,  but,  literally,  no  j  vidence  at  all  ; — 
nothing  tiiat  I  could  address  myself  to,  but 
through  the  medium  of  ridicule,  which,  much 
as  it  would  apply  to  the  occasion  in  other 
respects,  it  would  be  indecent  to  indulge  in 
upon  a  great  StateTriat,  so  deeply  concerning 
the  dignity  of  the  counTr\%  nnd  «o  seriuu^ly  af- 
fectiug  the  unibrtunale  persons  whom  1  shall 
be  called  upon  to  defend  hereafter. 

T.ct  not,  however,  condition  of  a  pro- 
secution, commenced  under  such  exalted 
auspices,  depend  upon  my  single  assertion^ 
but  let  it  be  brought  to  the  test  of  exami* 
nation. 

The  attorney-general  contend-*,  thai  he  has 
made  out  provbablt,  i.  e.  without  the  pos« 
sibility  of  a  reasonable  doubt,  that  this  con- 
vention was  projected  tor  the  detestable  pur- 
pose charged  by  the  indictment;  and  tlml 
their  avowed  objects  were  nothing  but 
surface  of  colour  and  deceit.   Uc  jaysy  that 
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Trial  ()f  John  Horns  Tooke 


two  societies  werr  «ict  on  fuol  in  this  town  for 
those  Irailorovis  obiecUs :  thai  one  of  them 
(the  Constitutioiiiil  Society)  was  instituted  by 
Mr.  Tooke,  ail  1  ili.it  he  orc^inized  ami  sirpcr- 
iiUended  the  others:— llia.L  lie  prepared  their 
resolutions;— that  he  superintended  their 
correspondence  with  similar  societies,  which 
were  established  at  Shcflield,  Manchester, 
Binninglmni,  Kdinburgh,  IVrlh,  and  most  of 
the  populous  towns  in  ixA\\  p  u  is  of  <'rcat 
Britain;  and  that  the  whole  body  of  their 
communications  with  one  another  manifested 
tb^r  design  against  the  very  bein^  of  the 
government,  'lliis  is  tiie  propo«ittton— but 
li&s  he  proved  it,  or  any  pait  of  it?  I  an- 
swer— he  has  not. — ^In  tlie  first  place,  did  Mr. 
Tooke  set  on  fool  the  Cunsliliilional  Society  ? 
— I  tnawer  again,  he  did  not. — It  was  ini>ti- 
tated  a  most  worthy  and  honourable  per- 
son, who  will  he  called  before  you  as  a  wit- 
ness, if  you  shall  not  think  your  time  mis- 

Eent  in  hearing  evidence  where  nothing  has 
een  proved :  it  was  instituted  by  major 
Carlwright  a  man  as  much  attached  to  the 
constitution  of  his  country,  and  as  enlightened 
to  understand  it,  as  any  one  who  hears  me, 
wintcver  may  be  liis  station.  This  assertion 
IS  not  made  irom  the  instructions  of  a  brief; 
I  speak  from  my  own  knuwkdge  of  the 
man :  major  Cartwright,  wlio  began  that 
institution,  continued  to  be  a  member  of  it 
during  the  progress  of'  Sts  proceedings  mr- 
raigncd  1  n  T  re  yf.ii;  he  is  a  member  of  it 
now ;  and  he  will  tell  you,  that  he  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  one/ notwithstanding  this  prose- 
cution, until  its  objects  are  accomplished. 

The  Constitutional  Society  was  instituted 
by  this  gentleman,  for  the  object  which  it 
has  uniformly  professed  and  adhered  to — an 
object  which  il  pursued  in  common  with 
some  of  the  greatest  and  wisest  men  which 
this  country  has  for  ages  produced ;  it  was 
instituted  to  produce,  if  possible,  by  tlie  pro- 
gressive influence  of  public  opinion,  a  relorm 
tir  run  CoMVOirs  Hovsa  op  pAatraimrr; 
a  measure  certainly  not  originated  by  major 
Cartwright,  but  forced  by  the  corruptions  of 
pkriiaraent  itself,  and  the  consequent  cala- 
mitiea  of  our  conutry,  upon  the  attention 
of  every  enlightt  r.cd  statesman  daring  the 
pre!»cnl  reign.   Tlic  father  of  the  present 
minister  uniformly  and  publicly  imputed  the 
calamities  of  Great   Britain  to  this  fatal 
source.  The  succession  of  destructive  wars, 
without  a  national  object; — ^the  rash  ana 
improvident  expenditure  of  public  money  ; 
the  ravages  upon  the  constitution  by  the  in- 
flitence  w  the  Crown — were  all  of  toem  as- 
cribed by  thi*i  crreal  statesman  to  the  loss  of 
that  control  in  the  people,  over  the  proceed- 
ings of  parliament,  which  they  were  entitled 
to  oy  the  aticient  principles  of  the  eoostitu- 
tion.   The  cnmt  earl  of  Chatham  was  one  of 
the  first  persons  who  called  the  attention  of 
the  public  to  the  abiolQla  necessity  of  a  re- 
form in  parliament,  to  redeem  rhr  nation 
from  ruin;  it  was  the  »eal:featuf«  of  his 
life,  and  flie  foundatioii  m  his  fiune* 


As  the  avowed  objects  of  the  society  were 
thus  originated  and  countenanced  by  persons 
of  the  highest  station,  let  ua  see  whether  it 
was  instituted  for  the  perversion  of  these 
principles  by  obscure  and  necei>siious  men : — 
gentlemen,  the  contrary  is  most  notorious; 
and  it  may  be  established  !)y  referring  to  the 
names  of  the  original  members ;  the  duke 
of  Richmond  was  one  of  the  earliest  ;  and 
he  pnshed  the  principle  and  the  practice  of 
reformation  very  much  tiirther  than  Mr. 
Tooke  has  ever  been  disposed  to  fellow  him  ; 
a  fact  which  I  promise  to  establish  by  the 
uniform  tenour  of  his  life.   Mr.  Tooke  con- 
sidered the  disposition  of  the  popular  franchise 
of  election  as  matter  of  cxpeaiency  in  govem- 
mrnr,  anfl  to  bc  moulded  by  pariiimmt  in 
Us  discretion  for  the  attainment  of  constitu- 
tional freedom  ;  the  duke,  on  the  other  hand, 
considered  universal  suffrage  to  be  an  inhe- 
rent privilege  of  the  peooie — to  be  claiiibd 
by  them  as  m  afoirr,  and  not  yielded  to  them 
as  an  indulgence.    It  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  therefore,  that  his  grace's  doctrine  should 
acquire  the  ascendancy ;  since,  independently 
of  his  illustrious  patronage,  they  were  more 
flattening,  and  better  calculated  for  a  rapid 
progress.  '  1  agree  with  the  duke  of  ltich« 
mond,  that  there  exists  in  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, as  in  every  people,  an  inherent  right  to 
be  governed  according  to  the  universal  assent 
of  the  conunonity;  but  I  think  that  ^ke 
people  wonl  i  juffir  weakly  for  themselves 
oy  desirine  their  representatives  to  carry  for- 
ward to  uie  Crown,  ibr  its  vaUfieation,  the 
system  of  cinvERSAi.  suffrage.   Yet,  while 
I  say  this,  a«t  Mr.  Tooke's  scnlimcnts,  and 
as  my  own,  1  confess,  at  the  same  time,  that 
the  arguments  by  which  the  duke  of  Ricb- 
raond  supported  his  system,  and  wltirh  h  t«: 
been  uniformly  followed  by  all  the  other  pri- 
soners, were  not  ealeulated  to  imjpose  upoii' 
the  ignorant,  hn\  nrc  well  worthy  of  jitriLtion 
and  consideration  from  the  wise.   Tlie  duke's 
argument  was  of  this  sort  (T  do  not  profess 
to  adopt  the  very  phrase) — When  it  is  con- 
ceded," says  his  grace,  "  that  $ome  reform  of 
parliament  is  indispensably  necessary  for  tlie 
safety  of  the  countiy,  a>Ao  is  to  insure  a  re- 
form that  will  give  general  satisfaction,  and 
produce  obedience  and  stability?  If  ^ou  go 
to  a  given  extent,  founded  upon  pnnciples  of 
expeniency,  others,  upon  the  «'nmc  principle?, 
will  seek  to  push  it  to  an  extent  stiii  farther, 
and  otiiers  to  an  extent  beyond  that ;  so  that 
reformation,  however  pure  the  desire  of  its 
author,  instead  of  giving  firmness  and  vigour 
to  government,  would  only  be  the  parent  of 
discontent."  This  was  the  difficulty  which" 
occurred  to  the  duke ;  and  out  of  il  he  ^aw 
no  road,  as  he  himself  e.xpre*>ses  it,  but  a 
refonn  upon  jtrinciple,  which  grants  nothing  * 
from  exprdienry  or  favour,  **  but  witich 

GIVES  TO  EVERY  UAH  HIS  OWN."    TllC^C  WeTC 

his  (grace's  doctrines,  as  I  shall  read  theoi 

prr-v.-inlv  from  the  work  which  he  nckno^' 
iedged  ia  the  ooune  of  his  former  evidoaci^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.  D.  vm. 


and  %rhich  apoears,  throuf^hout  Htut  whole 
cause,  lo  have  occn  tue  very  scRiprvRE  of 
ALL  TBbSB  SOCIETIES.  Tliese,  I  doubt  QOt, 
we  fail  gnce^s  opmums  stall ;  for  though  a! 
man  may  change  his  sentiments  in  matters 
which  depend  upon  policy  and  expediency— 
tihoogh  be  may  think  it  prudent  to  jsrant  at 
c  :.'  time  that,  \»hich  farihcr  reflcctJou  may 
suggest  to  he  unwise  to  be  granted,  yet  no 
honest  man  can  elw^  his  tniad  as  to  the 
propriety  of  giving  to  every  man  what  he 
Delieves  and  acknowledges  to  be  his  own. 
But  the  duke  of  Richmond's  ojunions  ai  e  not 
Uie  question:  it  is  suflklent  for  me,  that 
when  these  opinions  were  putilished,  and  for 
a  lone  time  insbted  on  by  this  intelligent 
and  illustrioas  person,  no  nan  fivhig  thought 
of  imputing,  or  can  now  reasonably  impute, 
to  him  a  (ksign  to  overturn  the  constitution, 
or  to  eoervale  its  ftmctiona.  Yet  yea  are 
now  called  upon  to  devolc  lo  infamy  and 
death  the  gentleman  whom  I  am  defending, 
not  indeed  for  treading  in  the  duke  of  Ricn* 
mond's  steps— not  indeed  for  adopting;  the 
plan  f«f  universal  suffrage,  or  for  following  it 
up  by  iiie  same  means  which  the  duke  has 
ieeemmended,  but  for  shrinking  to  a  plan 
hr  more  restrained  and  moderate,  and  de- 
clining even  to  effect  that  system  of  modera- 
tioD,  by  the  procedure  whien  the  doke  both 
inculcated  ami  i-RAntsED. 

But  it  seems  ail  these  doctrines  and  pro- 
ceedings are  bot  eoAwr  and  deemt,  mantfosted 
by  the  dKcipline  and  regularity  of  their  siege 
against  the  character  and  authority  of  govern- 
menu  The  conspirators  sat,  it  seems,  by 
Sdi^aitd  aiUkfrUjf,  from  multitudes  too  large 
for  consultation  ;— -iIk  v  did  so,  certainly  ; 
ilUl  pursuing  the  cxAinulc,  in  form  as  well  as 
in  siilMtaioe,of  the  highest  men  in  the  king- 
dom, among;  whom,  by-the-by,  are  to  hr 
found  many  of  the  qperobers  of  that  govern- 
nentvhicb  has  levied  this  prosecution.  T 
will  prove  to  you  (for  T  have  now  in  Court 
some  ot  the  6rst  and  most  honoumble  men 
in  the  kingdom  to  prove  it),  that  in  the  year 
1780,  the  very  same  plan  of  df:le;;aiion  from 
hsoo  bodies  was  adopted,  and  tur  the  idcn- 
Ucai  object  of  correcting,  b)'  the  formidable 
ea^ne  of  public  discountenance  and  censure, 
the  improvident  expenditure  of  puMic  money, 
wrung  from  the  people  by  corru|>l  mtluence  in 
tbe  iMuee  of  Coininoos.  I  will  prove,  that  for 
the  cxpres-<  ;inf!  avowed  purpoiie  (-r*  rtruriniiig 
the  |H3vernmeiU  of  the  kingdom,  these  ho* 
WNnatile  persons,  who  were  never  aeeused 
or  suspected  of  treascni,  sat  in  convention  in 
tht  Guildhall  of  the  city  of  London  ;  dclc- 
ptes  for  difimnt  districts  were  appointed, 
some  of  whom  are  now  in  my  eye ;  and  you 
will  p.m).  in  short,  that  no  one  step,  in  form 
u{  ui  hutjbta.uce,  has  been  taken  by  the  un- 
fortunaie  persons  who  are  now  the  subjects 
of  this  prosecution,  that  were  not  taken,  and, 
in  my  op'mioo^  legally  and  constitutionally 
UkiBUf  by  their  superiors,  whose  esan|>U» 
tlwj  nm  foUoired.  IM  mf  eywifoiii  be 


ptt>perly  uhderstood;  I  stand  upon  a  »reat 

theatre,  and  should  be  sorry  to  say  any  thing 
which  j  can  have  occasion  to  recall.  Let  it 
be  recollected,  that  I  am  not  defending  all 
the  papers  which  have  been  read;  some  of 
them  are  rash  and  absurd  in  the  extreme; 
many  of  Aem  are  indecent;  many  of  tbein 
clash  with  one  another,  which  is  not  snr- 
pri&m^  sinoe  they  were  written  by  persons 
of  venous  descriptions,  who  bad  no  comnn** 
nication  with  one  another.  But  that  is  not 
the  question — the  question  is,  u  kat  were  the 
objects  of  titcic  societies,  J'rum  the  result  of  (A< 
whoU  evidence  f  These  papers  are  not  prosit 

!  cuted  as  libels,  bn(  are  charged  lo  have  been 
written  with  the  mttntton  to  promote  a  coo- 
veniion  to  supersede  and  esBunie  the  govern* 
luent.  But  will  any  honest  man  say,  tliat  he 
can  collect  from  these  writings,  taken  in  « 
m<m,  and  as  indicetive  of  the  pursuits  of 
their  authors,  any  such  intention  or  system? 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  impossible  to  li^iten  to 
them  with  common  candour  and  attention, 
without  observing,  that  the  needle  is  not 
truer  to  the  pole,  though,  wlicn  it  is  disturbed 
and  agitated,  it  oscillates  round  the  point  of 
its  attraction,  than  these  poor  people  were 
to  the  promotion  of  reform  in  rnr  CoM\fo\'s 
House  op  Pahliamcnt,  by  collecting  the 
sense  of  the  people  on  ibe  subject;  conscious 
that  though  parliament,  as  the  duke  of 
Kichmond  expresses  it,  would  not  sponta* 
netaisty  yield  what  those  who  sway  it  nave  a 
corrupt  interest  in  refusing,  yet  that  it  might 

^  be  obtained  by  that  which  must,  and  wilfin 
the  end,  obtain  every  thing  from  any  govern- 
ment, Imwcver  constituird -the  slow^  jpa- 
dual,  and  profrrov^ive  effect  <»f  yml  lir  (i(Mnion; 
— ^this  was  tiicir  object — and  i  do  miiinlaia 
here,  in  my  own  person,  that  it  is  the  privi- 
lege of  Englishmen  so  to  collect  the  opmion 
uf  the  country ;  and  that  it  is  the  duly  of 

I  pariiement,  nay,  its  very  use  and  office  in 
the  tat",  to  attend  lo,  and  to  2;ive  effect  to 
the  opinions  so  coUeclcd. — An  eminent  per- 
son  [Edmund  Burke]  whose  writings  T  have 
often  had  occasion  to  cite,  expresses  this 
sentiment  with  admirable  justness  and  force — 
"  The  virtue,  spirit,  and  essence  of  a  House 
of  Commons  consists  in  its  being  the  express 
image  of  the  teclings  of  the  nation.  It  was 
not  instituted  to  be  a  controul  vvos  the  peo- 
ple, as  of  late  il  has  been  taught,  by  a  doe- 
trine  of  the  most  pernicious  tendency.  It 
was  designed  as  a  control  for  the  people."* 
"  The  House  of  Commons  was  supposed  ori- 
ginally to  be  vo  part  vf  the  iltjudin^  t:<n  t'rn- 
ment  oj  this  country,  it  was  considered  as  a 
emtrolf  issaing  immediately  from  the  people, 
and  spee<lily  to  be  resolved  into 'the  niaw 
frpm  whence  il  arose/'f 

«  Thoughts  on  the  Cause  of  the  Preseiit 
Discontents,  Burke's  Works  VoL  p. 

'  8vu.edu.  of  1801. 

t  Thoughts  on  the  Cause  of  the  Present 
Discontents,  Burke'i  Workly  Vol.  9,  p.  S87> 
8vo.edit.of  itfOL 
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Trial  of  John  Home  Tooie 


To  bring  hack  the  House  of  Commons  to 
ihisgeouiue  office  aoil  cbaiacter,  by  fixing 
the  public  attention  to  its  departure  from  it, 
was  the  obv  ious  (irift  of  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  societies,  as  they  are  tairly  to  be  collected 
from  the  evidence.  Undoubledljf  there  are 
among  the  papers  biron^  inveeHvet  against 
linbrinlcH  monarchies,  because  they  were 
written  while  moiiurths,  having  no  law  but 
their  unbridled  ambitions,  were  laying  waste 
the  liberties  of  the  world  ; — there  are,  I  ad- 
mit, strung  censures  upon  those  corruptions 
which  have  embarked  this  country  in  a  sys- 
tem (as  Ihey  thought  il)  of  tyranny  and  in- 
justice; but  there  is  notlnng  in  them  which 
louchesthekinc-of  Great  .  Britain's  majesty 
or  office,  or  ^e  hereditary  dignity  of  the 
PeCfS;  there  is  nothing  which  glances  at  a 
wish  to  introduce  a  republic  into  England  : 
there  is  strong  democraey,  indeed,  but  it  is 
confinefl  to  its  proper  sphere— to  the  restora- 
tion of  the  House  ol  Conunousi,  wuicu  is 

Till.  CONSTITUTIONAL  DCMOCaACT  OP  EmOLAN  I). 

Tlie   Hons*  of  Commons  is  ]»erpetually 


fifty-eight,  which  is  a  majority  of  the  House. 
So  thatevery  thing  that  is  to  bind  and  ascer- 
tain your  rights  or  mine every  measure  Ibat 
is  to  promote  the  glory,  or  to  brin;;  on  the  de- 
struction of  the  country every  act  or  system 
of  government,  which  is  either  to  give  us  the 
continued  prosperity  of  peace,  or  to  afflict  ua 
with  wasting  and  calamitous  wars; — every 
event  tliat  may  render  this  mighty  natiou 
flourishing  and  happy  to  the  latest  poslerit/» 
or  bend  it  down  to  the  igiioniinious  yoke 
of  foreign  or  domestic  enemies;  all  these 
heartstrings  of  a  people,  instead  of  depending 
upon,a  House  of  Commons,  proceeding  from 
themselves,  are  to  be  pulled  and  torn  asunder, 
as  the  capnee  or  interest  of  one  hundred  ana 
sixty-two  individuals,  who  choose  reprc<-eni.i- 
tivt s  for  the  whole  kingdom  may  sutter  or  di- 
rect. Yet  we  are  told  that  it  is  the  pride  and 
glory  of  the  English  government  that  by  lam 
we  are  equal,  living  under  the  same  sanctioBy 
and  enjoying  similar  privileges. 

Gentlemen,  all  this  was  made  manifest  to 
the  Huu>-c  of  Commons  bv  the  honourable 


talked  of  as  if  it  were  a  self-existing  body,  in-  j  genUeinan  *  who  made  the  motion  1  allude  to, 
dependent  of  the  people;  whereas  it  is  their  {  ami  who  held  a  language  which  the  meanesl 

mere  agent;  tin  organ  by  which  they  speak  man  in  Kngland  can  understand.  His  lan- 
aud  act ;  and  which  betrays  and  abdicates  its  euage  was  this — "  1  assert  this  to  be  the  con- 
tnnt  the  moment  that  it  assumes  a  language  dition  of  England  ;  if  you  say  it  is  not — do 
ofits  own,  wiiicb  the  people  du  not  auspicate  justice  to  yourselves  by  calling  upon  us  for  the 
and  approve.  TaKe  away  such  a  House  of  proof,  and  expose  your  calumniators  to  reproach 
Commons  troin  the  British  government — re-  — but  it  it  be  the  condition  of  England,  shall 
move  the  contnd  which  the  people  have  in  it ,  it  not  be  redressed."  Gentlemen,  the  proof 

was  not  received,  and  the  grievance  con- 
tinues. This  is  the  clue  to  the  whole  evi- 
dence. 

I  do  not  mean,  therefore,  to  say  (and  let  it 
be  understood  that  I  have  not  said),  tbal  my 


\ipon  the  executive antiiority  by  the  frecrhoice 
of  then  represcntalives, and  then  tell  mc  how 
it  differs  from  the  most  despotic  establish- 
ment>,  wIi  k  h  are  the  just  detestation  of  the 
vorld.    Vel  how  can  it  be  asserted  that  tlie 


copleof  England  have  that  control,  if  they  '  clients  wooMnotlie equally  guilty, and  equally 
lavc  not  tlie  free  choice  which  bestows  it  ?  subject  to  capital  puni'-linu  iil,  it.  under  the 
The  Society  ol  the  1-ricnds  of  the  People,  irritation  of  this  or  any  otiier  grievance,,  they 
part  of  whose  nroceedings  the  crown  has  had  said— Let  us  supersede  this  surreptitious 
thought  fit  to  make  evidence,  and  to  spcakof  j  parliament,  and  hold  a  convention  to  assume 
witbrespect,  have  placed  upon  the  Journal  of  .  Its  functions Wbcn  1  as-.eried  that  Uie 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  demonstrated  I  people  in  tins,  ami  in  every  country,  had  a 
by  positive  evidence,  this  Jallen,  humiliated  I  right  to  change  their  government,  I  never 


condition  of  the  country.  They  offered  to 
prove,  that  Peers  and  tue  treasury  acliudiy 
nominate  ninety  members,  and  procure,  by 
influence,  tbc  n  turn  of  seventy-seven  more, 
makm^  together  one  hundred  and  sixty*  seven : 
that  ninety-one  individual  commoners  in  the 
country  procure  the  election  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-nine,  and  that  one  hundred  and 
sixty-two  individuals  absolutely  return  three 
hundred  and  six  members,  a  tn^jority  of  the 
entire  House  of  Commons. 

Gentlemen,  this  is  no  vague  assertion  of 
nune — 1  am  rcadbgthe  prease  state  of  it,  as 
it  was  offere  d  hy  a  regular  mf)tit»n  iu  jiarlia- 
incnt,  which  1  had  myselt  the  hunuur  to  se- 
cond :*  we  offered  to  establish,  that  one  hun- 
dred and  si  .ty-two  persons  did  actually  return 
tlirce  huudrcd  and  six  out  of  hve  hundred  and 

•  Sec  the  New  Pari.  Hiit.  Vol.  90^'pp.  787, 


meant— what  nuist  have  been  supposed  by  the 
Court,  from  the  indulgent  inlerrupiiou  i  re- 
ceived—I  never  meant  that  each  individual 
choosing  for  himself,  might  rise  in  arms  to 
overturn,  by  force,  an  established  consUtu- 
tkm— Far  from  it,  gentlemen^I  meant  to 
say--  what  the  people  of  England  wit!  be  the 
last  to  misunderstand,  as  they  were  the  &thl 
to  practise— that  all  governraeiits  stand  upon 
the  public  will,  and  ougbt  U>  endure  only  for 
i  the  pnl'lic  b(  iiefit ;  and\irai  wben  this  sacred 
j  inaxiin  is  forgotten,  or  liainplcd  upon,  a  na- 
tion, without  the  conspiracy  of  individuala» 
which  (riininal  law  can  act  upon,  will,  sooner 
or  later,  do  ttnij  juitice.  I  meant  larlher  to 
say,  that  when  i  observe  men  referring  to 
\  tlu  se  gr Mt  and  original  principles  ol><  c  K  ty— 
when  I  sec  them  recurring,  ia  argument,  to 

*  Mr.  Charles  Grey;  afterwards  rseooodi 

Earl  Grey. 
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tlw-deeds  of  ficedom  whieb  tlieir  ancestors 

have  achieved— when  I  sec  Knglishmen  par- 
ticularly rctcrriog  to  the  slorious  era  of  the 
RevoluUon,  when  their  fathers  drove  froni  the 
inheritance  of  Ibe  crown  a  race  of  kings  which 
had  reigned  over  them  'i!in(i>-t  tinv  beyond 
oaewory,  «tmJ  ictit  Jur  a  pnvuit:  man  \  (o  them 
mt  kMi)  to  govern  in  their  stead — when  I 
contempi  tte  this  disposilior,  I  am  so  far  from 
cousidering  it  tu  be  au  attack  on  the  king's  au- 
tbority,  that,  in  my  ntiod,  it  is  a  fresh  confir- 
mation of,  and  exultation  in  hi^  titir  : — His 
iaa|}e»t)r  ia  the  king  of  tlie  peo(»le,  upon  the 
linnciple  alone  that  the  people  can  change 
their  kings  ;  and  it  is  the  most  glorious  title 
which  any  prince  can  enjoy.  Tursr.  Anr  my 
sx.N  riMEKTs. — I  love  the  kine,  but  1  can  have 
Sio  other  re'^pect  or  affection  rar  him  than  that 
which  grow*  from  the  common  relation  of 
prince  and  subject — But  speaking  of  iuni  who 
by  the  course  of  nature  is  to  snowed  him,  and 
leeling  much  more  than  a  common  intrrost  in  \ 
Am  prosperity  and  glory,  1  hold  tlie  same  Ian-  1 
euaze,  and  have  ever,  publicly  and  privately,  f 
heUTit.  If  he  is  not  to  inherit  and  to  fill  the  j 
throne  upon  that  best  and  most  honourable  ' 
title,  his  inheritance  is  not  worth  having,  and  ' 
b  not  long  to  be  h  id.- Thr  y  who  act  upon 
anv  other  principle,  betray  the  kin^.  and  en- 
danger his  establishment. — Say  to  tl»e  people 
of  £ngUnd,  this  is  your  constitntiaii— 'It  is 
not  fa«itencd  upon  you  a*?  a  weight  to  crush 
you — but  h;^  descended  to  you  from  your 
wise  forefathers,  for  your  protection  and  nap- 
P'nr":  It  js  their  institution,  the  work  of 
tiieir  wiMiom,and  their  heroic  valour — As  they 
naile  it  for  themselves  and  their  posterity,  so  ' 
vou  niay  ihange  it  for  you  and  fur  vours.  -But 

WILL  toe  WANTOM.K   DESTROY  VOL  tl  INOEHI*  i 

Ta»cc  ?  Say  tliis  to  them,  and,  to  the  ' 
cspfesaion  of  a  celebrated  speaker,*  in  tlie 
case  of  America,  "They  will  chn?  and  grap- 
le  tu  tltcir  <juostitution,  and  no  lurce  under 
eavcn  will  tear  them  from  their  all^^nce to 
iL*'t  Let  those,  tlien,  w  ho  govern  the  country, 
beware  how  they  propagate  the  fashionable 
doctrines  of  corrupt  power.<-«Let  them  recol- 
lect that  the  Kii^lish  people  are  generous  and 
enlightened,  aiHl  know  liie  value  of  their  own 
institutions.-- Treat  them  with  libemtity,  con- 
fidence, and  justice,  and  nothing  is  to  be 
feared. —  but  if,  on  the  other  hamf,  a  system 
of  constraint  and  terror  is  to  be  pursued,  and 
one  part  of  the  nation  frightened  or  corrupted 
to  defame  the  other,  I  tremble  to  think  of, 
— I  dare  not  givx  Utterance,  in  this  place,  to 
the  consequences. 

This  was  fore'-een  hy  the  duke  of  H;(  !i- 
foond,  aud  was  the  avowed  and  wise  reawu 
lor  his  earne^tness  in  the  cause  of  reform ;  and 
he  so  rypres'^es  it  in  his  puhlicalion,  which 
the  wtiole  proof  bat  demonstrated  to  have 

*  F.dinviDd  Burke.  ! 
t  Speech  on  moving  Resolutions  for  Conci-  i 
fiation  with  America.  New  ParL  Ui&i.  Vol. 
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been  the  cause  and  tfie  model  of  all  the  pro* 

ceedings  before  you  : — why  then  are  their  mo- 
tives assumed  or  arcued,  against  the  whole 
evidence,  to  be  dimsrentf  I  will  read  the 
passase : 

"The  lesser  reform  has  been  attempted  with 
every  possible  advantage  in  its  favour ;  not 
only  firom  the  lealous  support  of  the  ad  v(>c;ites 
for  a  more  effectual  one,  hu\  from  \hv  u-  t  t- 
ance  of  nieu  of  great  weight,  both  in  and  out 
of  power.  But  with  all  these  temperaments 
and  helps  it  has  failed.  Not  one  proselyte 
has  been  gained  from  corruption ;  nor  has  the 
least  ray  of  hope  been  mM  out  from  any 
quarter,  that  the  House  of  Commons  was  in> 
chned  to  adopt  any  other  mo<lc  of  reform. 
The  weight  of  corruption  has  crubhed  this 
more  gentle,  as  it  would  have  defeated 
more  efficacious  plan,  in  the  ?ame  circum- 
stances. From  that  quidrter,  tiieretbre,  X 
have  nothing  to  hope.*'  Frtm  what  qumritr 
tan  there  nothing  to  hope  f  From  the  House 
of  Commons,  which  had  been  tried,  in  which 
not  one  proselyte  had  been  gained  ftvm  cor- 
ruption. What  then  wa».  his  rc>-<nirce?  I 
shall  give  it  to  you  in  his  own  words  "  It  is 
from  the  people  at  large  that  I  expect  any 
good.  And  I  am  convinced  that  the  only 
way  to  make  them  feel  that  they  are  really 
concerned  in  the  business,  is  to  contend  for 
their  fuU,  eieart  and  indisputabir  rigkti  ^ wii* 
versal  representation."  Rights  that  are  repug- 
nant and  contradictory  cannot  exist.  If  there 
be  a  right  in  the  people  to  universal  suffrage, 
it  is  the  government  which  conspire ia  iin  f 
tlie  peopUt,  and  not  the  people  agaiust  go- 
vernment. But  ray  client  offers  no  such  ar- 
gunient— /(C  diff'tn  tolatli/  from  the  duke  of 
Kichmondi  and  thcrctbre,  when  his  grace 
comes  here  to  give  evidence,  he  ought  not, 
upon  the  only  principle  which  can  justify 
these  proceedinL's,  to  ho  permitted  to  retire; 
since  he  has  writieu  and  dune  ten  times  more 
than  can  be  imputed  totheunhappy,  miserable 
men  who  are  now  langntshinfr  iti  yirison,  for 
following  much  less  than  hi6  example.  Uis 
grace,  in  the  same  paper,  expresses  Umself 
farther,  in  these  rcmarkahle  words : — "  When 
the  people  are  Jairly  and  equally  represented 
in  parliament,  when  they  have  annual  opper- 
timities  of  clianging  their  deputies,  and, 
through  them,  of  controlling  every  abuse  of 
government  in  a  safe,  easy,  and  legal  way, 
there  can  be  no  longer  any  reas<ni  for  fecinw 
ring  to  those  ever  dan!icron«,  TiroT-cn  somf- 

TIMKS   Nt.C£SSAnY,  KXt'EUI  LM^  Of  AN  AKMEP 

roaci,  WBiCB  MoraiKG  but  a  bad  oovibn- 

Mr  NT  C.4K  JL'STiFy.  Suc!»  a  mauuauimous 
end  to  vour  proceedings,  when,  after  liaving 
restoreo  liberty^  commerce,  and  free  govern- 
ment to  your  country,  you  shall  volunt.irily 
retire  to  the  noble  character  of  private  citizens, 
peaceably  enjoying  the  blessings  you  have  pro- 
cured, will  crown  your  labours  with  everlast- 
ing glory,  and  is  worthy  the  genuine  patriotic 
spint  wiiich  animates  the  kish  volunteers.'* 
Lrtitaot  be  forgocieo  that  thb  letter  ««9 
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•diinned'toeolonelSfaatBliii,  eommHidiiig  a 
iai^e  armed  force  in  Irclaad,  wilhout  tarn- 

Biis^ion  from  the  crown. 
Geutlcincu,  it  i!>  amazing  the  different  cf- 


let  U9  see  how  tiuniy'ttre'telie^volifcd  lii'itj 

for  Mr.  Attorney  General  is  a  person  of  too 
much  wivloin  and  exprrien<  c  tu  impute  to 
the  seven  people  in  Ne^v^aie  the  design  tO 


feet  which  the  same  writings  ha\e,  according  call  a  parhament  without  a  wide  spread  com* 

bination.  How  then  is  the  rnic  to  he  drawn  ? 
And  to  what  circumtcrence  is  the  empire  ot  dti-* 
struction  to  extend  ?  II  the  evidence  ofthe«oii* 


as  the  mtlhnr  happens  to  be  cited  when  the 
<work  is  read.  It  this  letter,  which,  cominjg 
horn  ihc  pen  of  the  dak«  of  Rkhmood,  u 

only  a  spirited  remonstrance  against  corrupt  '  spiracy  is  to  be  collected  from  the  w-hn'r-  mass 
miimters,  bad  been  read  in  evidence  b^  Mr.  and  teoour  of  the  conduct  of  these  societies^ 
Shelton  at  the  table,  as  the  letter  of  atuen  |  and  is  to  attach  ti|M>ii  the  prisoners,  not  fmrn 

War[:;\rot,  Slcirvinir,  ofYorkc,  the  wliole  mass  '  .iiiy  specific  acts  of  their  oun,  hut  prlncipallj 


would  ioslaaUy  have  been  transmuted  into 
high  tieason  agwnst  the  king. 

But  it  seems  that  their  objects  were  dif- 
ferent— far  that  it  is  plain  they  had  abandoned 
the  coiislituliunal  mode  of  j>ctiuun,  which  was 
«loDe  recommended  in  this  letter.  I  main- 
tain that  tiiis  itn;  tir  ,non  is  dirfi-  tlv  in  the 
teeth  of  the  whole  buUy  of  the  cvidt  nce.  All 
tibe  witnesses,  both  now,  and  «pon  the  tbrmer 
trial,  anrl  the  witnesses  loo  lor  the  crown, 
nrovc  tlic  very  reverse; — they  all  say  tbat 
|Im7  laolced  to  suooeas  throaen  the  stow  ope- 
ration of  reason  that  the  v  knew  the  House 
of  Coratnuns  would  disregani,  as  it  had  often 
disregarded,  the  scattered  petitions  of  maU 
iwwifti.li ;  but  that  if  they  could  collect  the 
tiKivermtseimi^  tht  pe^Unvon  the  subject,  the 
success  of  their  object  would  be  insured,  and  in* 
inrad  through  the  regular  organsof government 
How  else  were  the  question?  on  the  slave  trade 
carried  f—Farliarocnt  had  treated  the  tnea- 
Mire,  in  tta  origin,  with  eontempt ;  and  T  most 
say,  that  the  arguments  asjainst  it  >  vn  l  !,  n  vr 
speedy  abolition  were  so  weighty,  in  my 
miiul,  that  I  could  not  give  my  asteot  to  it ; 
because  I  kuew,  from  an  acquaintance  with 
the  islands,  that  part  of  the  evidence  wa?  cr- 
Soneouii  and  exaggerated,  and  because  I 
thought  tlie  white  population  totally  inade- 
quate iin^l  insufficient  to  miinlain  the  sctlle- 
aiient>  tstablishcd  under  the  ftutb  of  the  ua- 
tioii;  bui  when  at  bat  the  mat  voice  of  the 
pt  ople  ut  En;;land  came  to  he  collected  toge- 
ther— wheu  Mrliamcriu  was  surrounded,  not 
with  anns^  mit  by  petitions — I  recollected 
thai  T  w.t>  a  rcprcsent^Uive  of  »ii<:  proplc.  and 
that  my  opinion  ooght  to  be  cuntrolkd  by  the 
judgracnt  of  the  nation.  Miuy  others,  I  he- 
iicve,  conducted  tliemtelves  upon  the  sarnie 
princif/Ic.  The  constiMients  of  any  ^iven 
jueuibci  have  no  ti^hi  to  control  hts  judg- 
nent,  wvr  m  voiea  w  m  PK0M.a  o»  Eiio> 

LA?«t',    fPON    AVT    firWrCT,    Of  r«lT  TO  » 

auLE  TO  TOE  Hoi>i  OF  t'oMMONH,  1  hese 
vcfT  fetitieiifi,  upon  the  Subject  of  the  slave 
trnrle,  were  collected  too  in  the  very  manner 
which  now  gives  such  mighty  offence :  Uiey 
wvee  aana^  bv  dakegatioa  and  committeea 

of  conference  anal  C»>Opcralion  ill  UfSIJ  fWt 

of  the  kingfiom. 

Let  us  next  exanioe  what  part  of  ^  of- 
fence, upon  the  principles  it  i«  contended  to 
eaist,  applf^  perulinrly  to  the  unfortunate 
:)risoners  who  hwve  been  selected  for  criminal 


because  they  belong  to  some  one  of  them  as 
ooembers,  it  is  plain  that  ail  who  have  at  any 
time  belonged,  or  yet  belong  to  them,  are 
cx|imlty  implicated  in  guilt,  and  equally 
subject  to  death  under  the  Uvi.  How 
many  tenants  at  the  will  of  the  ministers  arc 
upon  this  principle  to  hold  their  lives  in 
Great  Britain  P  All  the  hundred  and  etfi;htj 
delegates  who  met  at  Edinburgh,  and  alT thie 
thnuv;riii=  v.-ho  ^-cnt  them,  arc  rjf  that  de- 
scnpuoo ;  and  thousands  more  lu  eveiy  pO' 
pumas  town  in  this  part  of  the  krogdom. 

TvCt  every  man,  therefore,  be  respon- 
sible tor  his  own  acts,  and  not  for  the  writ- 
ings and  opinions  of  otliers,  and  moee 
especially  of  others  whom  be  never  saw  «r 
heard  of.  When  men  co-operate  for  some 
PUBLIC  object,  which  in  common  the^r  i^jrec 
in,  it  ean  never  hanpen  that  tiiey  shall  upm 
in  etety  thing  bclonginr:  lo  it;  nor  rsc  "x. 
man's  opinioas  ever  to  be  taken,  even  by  the 
result  or  the  reaohitioBs  of  those  with  wfaem 
he  associates  for  an  avowed  object. — I  shiW 
exhibit  to  you  a  proof  of  this  in  one  of  the 
most  eniighteoed  men  that  England  ever 
bred,  and  to  whom  she  owes  unparalleled 
obligations.  I  mean  to  cnll  Mr.  Fox,  who 
will  tell  you  tluit  he  was  a  delegate  for  West- 
minster, in  the  year  1780,  when  a  eonventioa 
was  held  to  consider  of  the  br5t  means  tor  ob- 
taining a  reform  in  parliament ;  bis  opinions 
were  always  adverse  to  omversal  suffrage, 
yet,  n^vrrt!;rl(---^,  \v.^  nnme  appears  to  xhe  pe- 
tition whtcli  asked  it  ot  the  House  ot  Cook 
nons,  being  signed  to  it  as  ehairman  of  the 
body  ;  <:overne«l  by  its  majority,  and  bound 
to  give  eiiect  to  its  proceeding^.  In  the  same 
manner  vidoiis  men  may  mix  themselves 
among  the  honest,  with  the  ulterior  design  of 
establishing  evil  upon  the  ba«i«  of  what  is 
go<Kl :  It  ever  must  be  so  iu  all  the  trans- 
actiofn  ef  the  world  ;  and  parts  of  the  evi- 
dence may  lead  to  a  suspicion,  tb.;t  it  might 
be  so  in  the  present  instance  ;  but  tur  that  very 
reason  a  jury  oiieht  to  le  ihe  more  abui^ 
da!it?y  cautioiLs  of  the  cfiect  i>f  foreign  and 
irrelevant  matter  ;  and  should  eumine  into 
eeeh  man's  guilt  or  innocenee,  by  hia  owniv* 
dividn.il  conJuct. 

Gentlciuen,  1  have  httberto  insisted  upon 
the  views  of  the  Constitutional  Society  as 
they  are  to  be  ri  llci  led  from  its  origin  and 
Its  acts  ;  and  i  urn  e<)uaily  prepared  to  show 
(indeed  it  most  decisivehr  appears  aire^y,  by 


juiiots  ndif  CbnrgiMlcaibf  eMblBbtd,|eveiytbi«|<whicb  hat  bom  pcoveA  by 
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crown),  that  the  objects  of  the  Corresponding 
Saeiely  were  precisely  similar;  that  they 
were  avowed  bv  their  original  institution, 
whicb  U>ey  pubh&he<l  to  th«  world ;  and 
^rfiicfa,  thmjgb  published  upwards  of  three 
yews  ago,  and  th<itii:h  rvcr  j-irice  in  most  ex- 
tensive circulation,  were  nut  by  the  crown 
even  oonsidored  as  in  any  respect  mjiirioas  or 
iDega] ;— yet  now,  after  having  for  all  that 
time  he^w  tnnscribod  into  every  newspaper, 
&i\d  ifold  publicly  by  every  buukseller  m  the 
kingdom,  without  even  a  common  infimnn- 
tion  being  put  upon  the  file  against  any 
printer  for  a  libel,  they  have  been  suddenly 
got  togetlier,  not  against  their  autbors,  but 
agiirj^t  a  stfjnser  to  llieirvcry  existence,  and 
have  furotikbed  the  elaborate  commentary 
the  statute  of  bigh  treaaoo,  wbicfa  you 
have  been  obliged  to  utten  to  ftr  SO  many 
days  together. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  original  institution 
of  tile  Corresponding  Society,  and  see  whe- 
ther in  <obncty  and  fairness  it  furnishes 
tiit  remarks  which  have  been  made  upon  it. 

It  is  char'zed  with  the  introduction  of  dan- 
ccr«^v!'>  novcliics — yet  on  the  very  front  of  it 
where  they  s^et  out  with  describing  their  ob- 
jects,  th«y  say — «  Laying  ande  all  preten- 
sions to  oripinalitiff  we  claim  no  other  merit 
tfano  tba(  of  reconsiiUrMg  what  has  already 
been  ttrged  in  our  common  cause,  by  tbe  duke 
of  Richmond,  Mr.  Till,  and  tfitir  then  honest 
fcrty,  years  buck,  and  pers«vero  in  support- 
ing Willi  candour  and  xcal  the  banners  of 
turth  already  displayed  by  them."— Now  I 
aik  any  person,  who  will  only  consent  to  ex- 
ercise (he  common  candour  of  a  gentleuuiu 
(to  say  nothing  of  the  scrupulous  reserve  of 
cr.miiril  justice),  whether  it  was  possible  for 
a  society,  whose  object  was  to  persevere  in 
tbe  cause  wbich  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  duke  of 
Richmond  had  originated  and  deserted — bet- 
ter or  more  distinctly  to  express  it.  The 
hoguage  is  most  preuse  and  unambiguous — 
botlt  seems  that  it  is  all  colour  and  deceit ; — 
it  may  he  so— Ixit  they  who  assert  that  a 
m&D':»  nicaumi'  is  the  verv  reverse  of  his  cx- 


wilhitanding  the  acquittal  of  the  avmtd  autitor 
and  puklither  qf  tki$  papery  to  the  espreued  le* 

tisfaction  of  the  Court  and  country,  it  is  nam 
read  over  again  a$  evidence,  and  vehementfy 
insisted  upon  with  the  very  same  ar/gnmenh 
which  hud  hern  hefore  rejected,  uith  tlii'^  dif- 
ference on/y,  that  instead  of  beinf^  urged  as 
formerly  againtt  him  »h»  wot  eiecostntable for 
its  contents,  they  are  nox  emplm/ed  against  a 
gentleman  who  does  not  appear  from  any  proof 
to  have  been  even  acquainted  wUh  its  existence ; 
and  mho  began,  and  had  beenfmrtiung  his  o6» 
ject  ( nhutcTcr  it  uas J,  ftir  years  before  the 
paper  had  a  beings  which  is  used  to  decypher 
his  intentions.    HOW  completely  is  the  lord 
chief  justice's  argument  subverted,  and  torn 
to  pieces,  by  this  procedure !— So  far  from 
sanctioning  tbe  principle,  that  men  are  not 
entitled  to  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a 
fair  construction  of  their  expressions,  bis  lord- 
ship told  the  jury,  that,  in  a  case  so  highly 
penal,  they  were  not  even  strictly  to  be  bound 
by  their  literal  interpretation  :    yet  you  arc 
now  gravely  asked  to  condemn  to  death  the 
gentleman  at  the  bar,  by  taking  the  meaning 
to  be  directly  the  reverse  of  what  lanprua^ 
has  established,  although  all  the  extrinsic 
evidence  by  which  alone  such  a  latitude  of 
judgment  rould  be  endured,  falls  in  with  and 
supports  the  ordinary  coostructioQ  of  the 
writing. 

The  logic  by  which  this  modo  of  judi^mcnt . 
is  established  keeps  pace  in  novelty  with  the 

f)roposition  itself :  "  i'eople  may  talk  of  tlmr 
oyaltv,"  says  the  solicitorogenieral,  "  and  of 
their  fove  fur  the  constitution,  when  nothing 
'  like  it  is  in  their  hearts.  Lord  Lovat*  did  so 
when  he  was  plotting  the  destruction  of  bit 
country."  Surely  this  observation  is  hardly 
worthy  of  so  learned  a  man — Lord  Lovat  took 
up  arm  ogmut  the  king;  he  was  actual] v 
taken  in  open  and  banded  rebellion ;  and^ 
therefore,  to  be  sure,  any  thing  he  micht  have 
said  or  written  upon  the  subject  of  nis  prin- 
ciples or  intentions  could  be  of  no  avail : 
whatever  lie  mijiht  have  said  or  uriftt  his 
open  deed  condmmed  uiM.    If  a  man  hold^  a 


pessions,  must  prove  that  variance  as  a  mat-   knife  to  my  throat  to  destroy  me,  it  is  in  vain  . 


It  of  I  ACT,  by  contparing  his  conduct  with 
bis  dccl<iratious. — Has  any  such  proof  been 
^n  in  the  instance  before  usf  So  fiir  from 
11,  that' we  are  now  upon  the  second  trial, 
after  the  acquittal  of  Mr.  Hardy,  who  stood 
before  a  jury  to  answer  for  this  veaY  paper, 
of  which  he  was  the  ai  rnon,  and  to  which 
his  NAM!  was  signed.  1  he  whole  object  of 
that  tri  ll  was  to  show  thib  variance  between 
tbe  CModnct  of  the  flocietj,  and  this  its  original 
tod  pill. lie  "rofession;  with  what  success, 
the  Ute  verdict  has  lecorded:  not  a  witness 


for  him  to  say  he  loves  me  — But  to  cive  the 
case  of  lord  Xx>vat  any  bearing  upon  the  pre* 
sent,  you  nnist  first  prove  that  our  design  was  • 

to  arm  ;  and  1  shall  then  admit  the  argu- 
ment and  the  conclusion.    But  has  any  such 

Kroof  been  given  upon  the  present  trial  ?  It . 
as  not  been  attt  mpi' d  — the  abortive  evi- 
dence of  arms  has  been  al  uuionod — even 
the  solitary  pike,  that  formerly  j^larcd  rebel- 
lion from  the  comer  of  the  Court,  no  longer 
makes  its  appearance  ;  and  tlic  knives  have 
retired  to  iheir  ancient  olhcc  of  carving. 


appeared  for  the  crown  who  did  not  prove  |  Happy  was  it,  indeed,  for  me,  that  they 


the  very  reverse  of  the  iinputatinn ;  and 
though  po&)tc»ied  as  it  was  ol  tiie  most  pri- 
vate papers  of  ail  whom  rashnesa  thought 

fitbj  vu'"prct,  not  a  srrap  of  writing  was  pr«>- 
d^foedto  establish  any  departure  from  the  open 
^ "  objects  of  w&t  institutioD :  yet,  not- 


ever  produced  ;  for  so  pcrfectiy  common  Were  . 
they  thro.ugbout  all  England,  and  so  notori- 
ously in  use  for  the  roost  ordinary  purposes, 

*  See  bis  trial  in  this  CoUectioOi  Vol.  la 
p.  599. 
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that  public  jufUoe  and  benevolence,  shocked 

al  fCtie  ppn-crsion  of  truth  in  the  evidence 
coocerning  them,  kept  pouring  them  in  upon 
me  from  all  quarters.  The  tox  bef  ore  nie  is 
hal'*  full  of  them;  and  if  all  other  trades 
should  tail  mc,  i  mi^ht  set  up  a  cutler's  shop 
in  consequence  of  this  cause. 

The  next  passage  of  the  original  institu 


Gentlemen,   the  aeeuMlion  wliich  the 

Ilou^e  of  Commons  m^de  part  of  its  report, 
and  the  mjusiicc  ot  wlitch  1  coniplum  is,  that 
the  Corresponding  Society  hail  no  sooner 
been  estjl)Ii>-lu(l,  tlian  ;i  '■orif'ty  .ii  N'l.'rwich 
wroie_  to  them  to  know. the  object  of  their  in- 
stitution ;  and  that  so  conscious  were  thejj^ 
th^t  iheir  dcbigns  were  difli'rent  from  their 


lion,  which  the  solicitor-general  selected  for  (  public  professions,  that,  instead  of  at  nncc 


observation,  is  precisely  of  the  same  sort 

It  is  impossible  to  support  his  argtiment  on 

it  without  confounding  the  whole  structure  of 

language— If  (say  they)  we  cau  once  regain 

an  annual  parliament,  to  be  fairly  chosen  by 

the  ptupic,  ihi y  will  then  be  restobed  to 

their  just  share  in  the  government  of  their 

eonntry.  The  expression  is,  reoaik  annual 

parliaments — yet  the  charge  is,  that  the  con 

stitution  was  to  be  wholly  subverted,  and  a 

new  anddiHerent  one  established. — How  is  it 

possible  to  regain  that  which  was  never  be- 
fore citablished  ?— How  were  they  to  regaiit 

that  which  they  were  themselves  to  invent^ 

and  to  create  f — How  was  that  to  he  reUartd 

which  never  before  had  an  existence  ? 
The  next  accusation  airainst  the  Corres 

ponding  Society  is  so  nianifestly  and  so 

glaringly  unjust,  that  I  feel  1  liavc  a  ri<:!it  to 

complain  of  its  introduction :  thougli  not  oi 

its  introduction  by  my  learned  friends,  who 

were  bound  to  lay  before  the  jury  it!  the  ma- 
terials which  the  two  Houses  ot  Parliament, 

representing  the  tuition,  bad  adopted  upon 

the  subiect;  the  attorney-general  was  un> 

doiihtedly  bound  in  justice  to  the  prisoner,  as 

well  as  m  defimH.e  to  parhament,  not  to 

gsrble  the  proceedings^  iNit  to  submit  the 

whole  of  them  to  yonr  consideration.    I  have 

uo  complaint  ag^ui>t  Aum,  or  agatmt  any  <>/' 
ikt  tkmourahle  men  a4o  eanit  Aim,  So  far 
from  it,  I  liave  nothing  more  at  heart,  at  lliis 
moment,  than  that  the  inapression  of  my  ob- 
servmtions  should  reach  beyond  the  Court, 
and  affect  the  AtronvM  gen eral  himself, 
whose  candour  and  integrity  I  know  will 
be  open  to  receive  them.  It  was  impossible 
he  could  know  what  he  has  learned  frooi  the 
evidence  in  the  1  i^t  rause,  or  what  he  is  yet 
to  leam  trum  it  uj  this. — And  as  I  foresee 
that  the  most  bcnelieial  consequences  may 
arise  to  other*  htn  itlpr.  fr  im  the  ^ubji  rt 
being  sccu  by  my  learned  tncud  m  its  true 
and  sreniiine  colours,  I  shall,  whatever  may 
be  the  labour  to  myj^-lf,  proceed  in  the  de- 
tection of  the  laiiacics  which  have  been 
heaped  on  one  another,  though  raanv  of  them 
have  little  or  n«>  appliratiou  to  the  defence  in 
which  I  ^ni  now  engajjed.  My  client,  indeed, 
gcnenMi''ly  tmpo%c»  tlu»  burden :  as  he  lookcil 
only  to  the  c(  iieral  happiness,  in  the  conduct 
which  brini;N  him  a  pn-uncr  l>efore  yoti, 
witbotit  any  pu<i»4ble  view  of  iidv.tnta^e  to 
hhnself.  «•  he  now  looks  anMon^iy  runnd 
with  itie  ••ame  nenui*  and  ntdi  |KMidei)t 
spinty  and  enfeebles,  by  ex)miiMou,  the  argii- .  cii^ty  to  Uu  wiHi  lite  Uu^u*^  of  this  leUav; 
ment  of  hb  own  innocence,  that  it  may  |  and  how,  in  coouuon  decency  or  c 
extend  to  pr..tL.  f  thr  Itn.  crnie  of  others.  tCttSCt  dlt  U  tflccl  THKM^  laitlobe' 
and  to  viodicalc  the  freedom  ol  ius  country.  | 


appealing  to  their  printed  institution,  U> 
speak  for  itself  upon  the  occasion,  they 
wrote  a  dark,  guarded,  enigmatical  letter,  in 
order  to  conceal  a  purpose  which  could  not 
with  iwudence  or  safety  be  revoJed.  I  con» 
fess,  I  never  in  my  life  was  so  much  ftir- 
prised  as  at  the  impudence  and  falsehood  ot' 
this  assertion  ;  for  I  maintain,  that  it  is  not 
pi  --ihle  for  lanf^nagc  to  fiirniNli  an  answer 
more  explicil,  nor  one  that  in  more  direct 
terms  did  appeal  to  their  public  declarations 
for  their  deigns.    I  will  read  to  y«»u  the  very 
words  of  the  correspondence :  the  Norwich 
Society  say — "  Uur  principal  design  in  writ- 
ing, is,  that  we  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  more  exactly  what  may  I  e  tlumf»ht 
the  most  eligible  >teps  to  be  taivcn,  in  carry- 
iiii;  on  this  ^rcat  business  of  our  associated 
brethren,  niid  to  h  tvc  an  rippfirtnnitv  to  ask 
^uch  sort  ol  questions  as  may  be  thought 
very  reasoo^le  among  the  brethren ;  espe- 
cially when  we  think  that  publications  arc 
covered  with  a  sort  of  obscurity  in  it,  as  the 
Sheffield  people's  declaration,  which  seemed 
determined  to  support  the  duke  of  BicfaK 
mond'«  phn  only;   but  since  we  find,  in  n 
printed  letter  received  from  tli  cui  ill  a  book, 
that  they  mean  to  abide  by  some  moderate 
refornj,  a^  may  hercaftc r  be  bruu jht  furward 
by  the  i  rituda  of  the  I'eople,  winch  method 
is  uncertain  to  us.   Again,  we  find  that  the 
Friends  of  the  People,  and  the  Societv  for 
Cun:»uiutionai  Iniormation,  do  not  ouictJy 
agree ; — ^we  could  be  glad  to  know  the  resi- 
son.    It  seems  to  me  as  th<Jti.;Ii  l!-i  difference 
was  this — the  Friends  of  the  People  mean 
only  a  partial  reform,  because  they  leave  out 
the  words  expressing  the  duke  of  Richmond's 
plan,  and  talk  only  of  a  reform;  while  the 
Manchester  people  seem  tu  uiUmate^  by  ad- 
dftt$img  Mr.  Paine,  as  though  thty  nere  intent 
upon    rq-u!.!irtiti  t  ■  t  ic^Ui  onff.     Now,  to' 
come  closer  to  the  main  question,  it  is  only 
desired  to  know  whether  the  senenKly  of 
the  societies  mean  to  rest  satisfied  with  the 
duke  of  liichmood's  phui  ooiy;  OSL  WHE^ 
TlfER  IT  IS  THEIR  PRIVATE  DESIGI^ 
TO    UIl'    I  T    MONAIK  nV    HY  THE 
|{(>tns.  AND  PLACE  DLMOaiACY  IN 
I  fN  SlllAD." 

ri\is  is  the  letter,  t!ie  language  of  whkh 
has  been  mi^h.tilv  rr]\n\  upon,  'tntl  which 
is  printeii  ui  Ul.i.  -  >v.id  i^pitaU  iu  Uic  reports 
of  both  lb>u^<s  of  r.irbainenl.  But  what,  in 
the  fi-t  ;  's'e,  h.ive  the  Corrcspouding  So- 


Digitized  by  Google 


m 


that  treafon  diall  be  fastelMd  upon  mfe,  be^ 
ouise  t  am  absurdly  or  inipertinenUy  asked 
itktther  my  intentions  be  traitorous :  unless 
My  previous  conduct  or  declarations  have 
dfciMd  atiraMinable  suspkioD,  or  unless  the 
fvMrnce  of  had  intention  cin  he  collected 
from  MT  ANSWER^  If  roy  anmcr,  indeed, 
itfliiftliM  eooehimrti  against  me,  that  is 
^uitc  anulhcr  tfiin^  Let  us,  therefore,  r\-^- 
iftiae  that ;  for  the  qobstioii  is  no  eviiicnct: 
ai  «n  but  as  it  is  intfodiietorY  of  tlie  reply : 
jret,  would  vou  believe  it  ? — the  onjzrer  is  not 
aven  printed,  that  1  can  find,  in  the  reports ; 
it  is  wlwllt  suppressed;  and  is  only  intro- 
jfcdad,  bj  caodMir  m  the  crown,  fai  the 
cofidiict  of  th(»  proscaitiott.  The  answer, 
which  bears  date  tiie  96ih  of  Novemher 
tr9t,  begins,  as  wat  nalui^,  tritb  laeapitu- 
lating  the  question?  ymt  to  thrm,  nearly  in 
ike  language  of  the  letter  itself;  and  then 
Chey  S8y-<^  And  as  to  the  object  we  bate  in 
view,  we  refer  you  to  our  ad<)r<*sses;  you  will 
tberein  see  we  mean  to  disseramate  political 
kaowledEc,  ami  thereby  engage  the  judicious 
part  of  the  oaiion  to  damaod  a  mUfriUitm  of 

their  rifjhts  in  AN^rAf  papttamvnt«;  thf 
mcDibers  of  those  parijarucnls  owing  tkcir 
afccfisa  t9  ike  UMkonght,  and  emu  MnUamd, 

tti^rasf  i^f  rrery  cilurn  in  jwf^rK^ioH  of  his 
rxM»Ht  and  not  mcapacUuieU  6y  crimet.** — This 
if  the  answer  of  the  Corresponding  Society. 
And  having  set  myself  to  rights  with  my 
ieamcd  friends  at  the  bar,  but  meaning  to 
Mend  my  courtesy  no  farther,  because  Jus- 
Coe  confines  it  to  fA^,  surety  I  have  a  right 
to  *«k  whffhrr  it  bc  cofisisient  wiih  tlic  tfr*- 
Itily  or  rtiaracter  of  a  great  and  august  trf- 
luul  to  accuse  persom  capitally  arrested, 
ard  brf,  rr  the  srtison  of  their  trial,  of  having 
shrunk  irom  questions  put  to  them  for  vJt 
aMpi>sifiutt  of  their  nrwn?es,  although  th&y 
were  pottfued  of  thr  answer  I  hare  juxt  rtad  to 
jmi,  which  refers  the  quedion$  posUiveiy  and 
mutmbigmmtiy  to  thdrarigimd  addi^ ;  which 
r^>eats  the  same  le^al  objects,  if  possiht^, 
W^th  arWif  fotial  precision ;  and  which  tcIls 
them,  that  frtmi  these  objects  w  a  tecond 
Hma  delineated  and  expreiaed,  thetfme^  nti- 

thrr  fn  rirrinfr  ,'->  th'-  ri^ht  nr  tfft,  but  tO  pursue 
them  by  aU  meant  coniutent  wUh  the  lam  and 
muHMion  of  the  kinedom. 

The  next  observaliMn,  which  is  mad«»  upon 
the  language  of  their  proceedings,  is  still  of 
the  same  complexion,  and  taTns  round  directly 
la  fbeir  support. 

Thp  charge,  yon  oH^frvf,  f«  for  ron"?piring 
to  bold  a  convention  in  [.ugUnd,  in  lite  year 
IPM,  Co  usurp  the  c; 'vrriHnent,  and  tode- 
pb"^'*  T'.rd  destroy  tbr  kiii'_:;  nM  t'li^  pif>f»rs 
and  letter'*  which  have  been  read,  wiili  earher 
Ales,  having  been  only  prodiieeif  to  convmce 
roil  th-it  t'lt  Cuiiv ( iiiion  was  projected  fof 
fbat  detestable  purpose.  To  establish  this 
ian  their  o^  coitiposifions,  Mr.  Solicitor 
General  says  (be  will  ^te  n>e  leave  to  remind 
him  of  his  e^piTs^ion),  "  Look  to  the  Irtn- 
gaage  in  which  they  themscivcs  speak  of  the 
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proeeedintin  atiuttion— Let  m  ai^ree  to  hold 
AKdTBEK  Britlu  Clpoventioii— What  eooii 

this  mean  >"  says  my  learned  friend,  hying  a 
strung  emphasis  mpon  the  word  ahotucr^ 
"  What  could  it  possibly  mean,  but  a  resolti* 
lion  lo  hold  another  Convention  i-hnHar  to 
that  which  had  been  held  in  North  britain, 
eotisistlng  of  delegates  from  the  diftrent  so. 
cietic*,  and  wliit  \\  liad  hrcn  before  dispersed 
by  the  authority  of  the  law?"  I  takr  him  at 

an  WORD— IT  eOVLO  HAVB  no  other  MEAlt- 

iMO.  They  most  unquestionably  intended  a 
coiivrtition,  <iin>d:ir,  m  all  re«pert«,  tf)  the 
one  at  Kdinburgli,  which  had  been  suddenly 
dissolved;  ahd  con«eqiienMy,  upon  his  owft 
prinriplcs,  tO  make  out  a  case  of  treason 
against  the  prisoners  who^  projected  this 
Bafetlsii  Convention,  he  must  show  thattha 
a«;'>cmbHne  the  Convention  at  Edi  ithiiri>h  was 
an  act  of  nigh  treason  in  all  who  were  en- 
gaged iri  it  To  establish,  upon  his  own 
prmciple  of  their  designs  being  similar,  that 
thfe  English  Convention  was  projected  with 
the  view  of  assuming  and  exercising  all  the 
functions  of  parliament,  he  is  inevitably 
botfnd  to  ^ho',v  that  the  Convention  at  Edin- 
burgh, of  winch  It  was  a  type,  did  actually 
assume  and  etercise  them.  Has  he  esta* 

bli-^hcT}  ritlicr  of"  thp"^e  proofs? — Has  he 
5howo,  by  evidence,  tliat  the  hundred  and 
€i^if  persons  #bo,  u  delegates  firawn  the 
diu  i  nt  societies  in  Scotland,  assembled  at 
£diRbargh  under  the  name  of  a  convention, 
did  ik  fact  alssembie  to  supersede  the  parlia- 
ment  tif  the  kingdom,  and  were  gnilty  of  the 
crimte  6f  high  tfemson  ?  —  Has  he  shown 
(which,  to  maintain  his  argument,  he  is 
bound  to  do)  flfli  all  those,  who  sent  theinh 
for  that  purpose,  were  implicated  in  the  same 
guilt?— If  he  lias,  he  has  struck  at  the  lives 
of  thousands  and  ten  thousands  of  his  ma* 
jesly's  most  affectionate  subjet  ts  in  N^orth 
Britain,  who  were  members  of  those  societies. 
Has  he  proved  distinctly  that  this  Edinburgh 
Convention  did  aciuulltf  aaameto  it*elf  alitor 
ttntf,  (ff  iht  functions  of  gorerammf,  which  he 
says,  would  have  been  jssomed  here,  h^  the 
meeting  in  agitation,  had  it  not  been  nipped 
in  the  bud  by  the  arrest  of  the  prisoners,  the 
seizure  of  their  piipers,  and  the  institution  of 
fhh  solemn  procredin^  ? 

The  folicitor-i^cnerai  havin'^  liimself  made 
this  the  question,  as,  indeed,  he  couid  not 
avoid  it,  let  us  eitamiue  what  Itas  been  proved 
upon  the  subject.  And  in  r ntoring  upon  this 
duty,  it  really  fills  me  with  horror  to  think 
that  the  Irves  of  men — what  do  I  say— or 
If  r.K  f — that  the  lives  of  Rngi.isiimri*  should 
depend  up  n  th»^  successful  resolution  of  such 
a  chaos  oi  matter  as  is  spread  before  me,  in 
which  every  faculty  of  the  mind  is  tiewit- 
dcred  and  confounded; — that  they  should 
not  only  Imve  </tctr  own  writtugs  to  explain, 
ihd  ^lieif*  svtt  transactions  to  answer  (br,  but 
that  there  should  be  heaped  upon  their  tuads 
every  thing  that  has  been  said,  written,  or 
tiutmcteil,  for  years  togetlicr,  in  eveiy  > 
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of  the  kingdom,  by  persons  with  whom  they 
not  only  never  me£ta,  but  whose  names  or 

existences  they  never  heard  of.  If  the  cri- 
roinal  law  of  England  countenances  such  a 
proceeding,  how  is  the  subject  to  ean|end 
with  any  prosecution  which  the  crown 
chooses  to  iostilule? — VVhere  is  the  man  ca> 
pable  of  asusting  him  upon  sudi  a  trial  ?— 
What  purse  is  equal  to  the  expense  of  wit- 
nesses r — and  where  is  the  tribunal  equal, 
in  body  and  in  mind,  \»  its  dednon  f 

la  the  first  place,  however,  and  before  T 
proceed  to  explore  the  proceedings  of  the 
Edinburgh  Convention,  in  the  best  way  I  can 
tbroitth  the  mate  of  materials  before  us,  let 
me  asK,  as  a  preliminary  question,  ichat  the 
ion.  ge^Uman,  whom  1  reprcseiUf  had  to  do  with 
ikem  f-Siippontig  ail  U$  transactions  had  been 
treason,  hoic  is  he  affected  hi/  them  ? — It  has 
.been assumed  that  Mr.  Tooke  was  an  active 
promoter  of  the  Scotch  ConrentioD,  because 
nis  name  stands  entered  in  the  books  of  the 
Constitutional  Society  as  present  when  the 
sendine  of  a  delegate  to  Edinburgh  wat  un- 
der daibevation.  Good  God !  Gentlemen, 
how  gross  is  this  conclusion,  and  how  per- 
nicious is  tile  principle  which  concludes  it  1 — 
.  bis  entry  would  not  be  evidence  in  an  action 
for  ten  pounds;  yet  what  would  not  do  upon 
sudi  an  occasion,*  or  upon  a  charge  for  killing 
«  hare  or  a  partridge,  is  to  be  used  as  eviilencc 
to  destroy  the  life  of  an  Knglish  subject,  and 
with  it  tlie  law  and  constitution  of  the  king- 
dom.—The  society  has  been  eonsidered  as  a 
corporation  ; — its  books  have  been  hid  upon 
the  tabic  as  authoritative  acts,  binding  upon 
all  its  members ;  and  the  pen  of  the  secretary 
of  a  club  is  to  conclude  upon  a  fact  which  is 
to  affect  hfe.— The  real  truth  is  ( and  it  ought 
tube  a  siilemn  Karningto  Courts  of  ' Just kc  not 
to  depart  from  the  ttrkt  nltt  evUtmee) 
Mr, Tooke  was  not  pnrsrNT  when  the  propo- 
sition for  sending  a  delegate  to  Edinburgh 
was  made ;  neither  did  the  propositioDy  wh«n 
made,  on  that  day  receive  the  concurrence  or 
approbation  of  the  society,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, was  objected  to  by  the  majority;  not 
because  they  thought  it  criminal,  but  because 
they  believed  it  to  De  useless.  The  farther  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  was,  therefore,  post- 
poned from  the  35th  to  the  S8th  of  Oelober, 
when  a  special  extraordinary  meeting  was  ap- 
pointed, and  Mr.  John  Williams;  the  mover 
of  the  proposition,  was  sent  to  Wimbledon  to 
request  Mr.  Tooke  to  attend  and  support  it; 
but  it  appears  by  Mr.  Adams's  evidence  that 
be  absolutely  refused  to  eoine,  tod  treated 
the  proposal  as  frivolous  and  impertinent,  in- 
somuch tliat  he  was  considered  as  a  roan  bribed 
and  pensioned  to  belrav  the  cause  of  parlia- 
mentary reform,  by  withholding  lib  support  to 
a  legal  and  well  meant  proposition  in  favour  of 
the  procee<rmgs  in  Scotland.  Yet  tins  gentle- 
man, greatly  advanced  in  years,  and  declining 
in  his  health,  who  was  klint  iip  at  this  timef 
and  long  b^orc^  williiu  Uic  compass  of  his 

bottsesM  gvds&at  WinbMM^  wherebn 


used  to  wish  an  act  of  parliament  might  con- 
fine bios  fiir  life— who  was  painfully  Destow- 
ing  a  greater  portion  of  his  time  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  learning,  than  tlie  rudest  health 
could  with  safety  bnng  to  it — who  was  in- 
tensely devoted  to  researches  which  will  hereaf- 
ter astonish,  and  will  not  lie  soon  lorgptten  by 
the  world^-who  was,  al  thai  very  MOMcaf ,  «»• 
gaged  in  a  work  such  as  the  labour  of  man 
never  before  undertook,  nor  perhaps  his  in-> 
genuity  ever  accomplished — who  had  laid  out 
near  an  hundred  pounds  only  in  packs  of 
cards  to  elude  by  artifice  and  contrivance  the 
frailty  of  memory  and  the  shortness  of  life, 
otherwise  insufiteient  for  the  magnitude  of 
his  pursuit — who  never  saw  the  Constitutional 
Society  but  in  the  courtesy  of  a  few  short 
momentSvaAer  dining  with  some  of  its  most 
respectable  members ;  and  who  positiTely  ob- 
jected to  the  very  measure  which  is  the  whole 
firandatiiBn  of  the  prosecution,  is,  netrertbita^ 
gravely  considered  to  be  the  master- string, 
which  was  continually  puUine  and  directing 
all  the  inferior  movements  of  &  conspiracy  as 
extensive  as  the  iilaad,  the  planner  of  a  revo- 
lution in  the  government,  and  the  active  bead 
of  an  armed  rebellion  a^aiubl  itb  authority. 
Gentlemen,  is  thisaproposatipn  to  be  submitted 
to  the  juOgiurni  of  honest  and  enlightened 
men,  upon  a  trial  of  life  and  death! — VVhy, 
there  is  nothing  in  the  Arabian  Nights  Snter- 
taininent«=,  or  in  the  Tales  of  the  Fairies,  which 
is  not  dull  matter  of  fact  compared  with  it.— 
But  the  truth  is,  as  it  stands  already  upoa 
Mr.  Adams's  evidence,  that  so  little  was  the 
energy  of  the  society  upon  the  subject,  tliat, 
at  the  general,  aiijuurucd,  uud  extraordinary 
meeting,  which  wiis  to  decide  upon  this  great 
question,  which  Mr.  Tooke  thought  so  small 
a  one,  but  upon  which  the  fate  of  Great  Bri- 
tain is  considered  here  as  having  depended, 
only  seven  people  gave  their  attendance; 
and  although  Mr.  Yorke  was  chosen  delegate 
to  give  eoonlNumoe  to  the  cause  and  to  ror- 
mer  resolutions,  yet  there  were  obstacles  ta 
the  completion  of  his  mission,  because  the 
wayt  and  means  could  not  be  provided  for  hiik 
support. 

It  appears  also,  by  Mr.  Adams's  evidence, 
that  the  Constitutional  Society,  wbicli,  lor  th« 
purposes  of  Ibis  proceedinK,  nas  been  repre- 
sented as  a  sangtiinary  ana  widely  extended 
conspiracy,  consisted  only  of  a  few  £entlemea» 
who  wisned  wdl  to  the  cause  m  constitts* 
tional  reform,  which  thcv  wi  re  tgo  honest  to 
abandon,  but  too  insignUu  anl  m  wealth,  or 
numbers,  efficaciously  to  support.  In  order, 
therefore,  to  prevent  tliemselvcs  from  being 
lauehed  out  of  a  very  honourable  purpose, 
ancT to  prcveui  the  honest  and  indcpeudeut 
part  of  the  public  from  giving  up  the  cause 
of  reform,  form  the  despair  of  countenance 
and  support,  they  published  in  their  rcsolu* 
tions  thousands  of  papers  which  they  neves 
printed,  and  expended  large  sums  which  they 
never  had.— I  might  therefore,  wholly  do* 
diae  all  wnsideiaUoa  of  the  Sc9t^Cl9Q^ 
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Son  as  impertinent  and  irrelevant,  and  if  I 
wara  my  own  master  I  would  do  so ;  but  the 
Im.  gontfema  who  baa  a  ri^t  to  direct  my 
conduct,  with  a  cenerosity  which  must  endear 
him  to  every  body,  even  in  this  very  moment, 
when  Im  sees  me  preparing  to  measure  my 
discourse  by  the  exigency  of  his  own  particu- 
lar defence,  insists  upon  my  meeting  the  so- 
Kdtor-generii  upon  the  mtyor  proposition  of 
kis  argiunent : — "  I  codd  msintatD,''  says  my 
Client,  interrupting  his  own  counsel  in  his 
own  defence,  "  X  could  maintdn  that  I  am 
Mt  eriffiriiial^oa  hsfe  already,  indeed,  amply 
mainlained  it)  ;  but  that  is  not  enough  :  when 
the  lives  of  otbersy  and  the  privileges  of  my 
comitry,  are  embarked  in  the  eontroversy ;  I 
can  upon  you,  therefore,  Mr.  Erskine,  to 
maintain,  that  there  it  no  criminatity^l  desire 
that  the  acts  of  others,  through  whose  sides 
I  am  vainly  sought  to  be  wounded,  in  order 
that  the  reverberating  stroke  may  pierce  them 
the  deeper,  may  be  vindicated  and  explain- 
0^."—^  obedience  to  the  task-roaster,  then, 
let  us  see  what  this  convention  did : — 

One  of  their  first  declarations,  and  which 
Is  prepoataraad^  reHod  on  to  prove  their 
usurpation  of tho  fOtroiB  of  govoramenl,  is  m 
these  words— 

*  *'  Roolved,  That  this  convention,  consider- 
ing the  calamitous  conasqaencos  of  any  act 

Olthe  legislature" — Act  or  the  lkomiature  ! 
—Why,  according  to  these  gentlemen,  they 
were  TsntSBLvasTn  LEcrsLAjunc,  for  the 
legislature  was  gone,  if  their  argument  be 
founded,  the  moment  the  convention  sat. 
^  Eeaol^,  That  this  eonvention,  consider- 
ing  the  calamitous  consequences  of  any  act 
eflhe  iM^iftiature,  which  may  tend  to  deprive 
the  wboML  orany  part  ofthe  people,  of  tbrir 
ondooblod  right  to  meet  by  themselves,  or 
their  del^i^tes,  to  discuss  any  matter  relative 
to  their  rights,  whether  of  a  public  or  private 
nature,  aira  hHolding  the  same  to  be  totally 
inconsistent  with  the  first  principles  and  safe- 
ty of  society,  and  also  subversive  of  the 

mW9Wm  A«D  ACKMOWLinOID  OOVSTITDXrONAL 

LfBERTiES  OP  EjcGi  is-hmfn"  Gentlemen, 

1  must  pause  here,  though  in  the  very  middle 
of  n  aeotenee,  beouue  every  limb  and  mem- 
ber of  it  furnishes  a  decisive  refutation  of  the 
charge.  Uere  are  men  accused  of  having 
assumed  the  supreme  authority,  and  as  the 
subverlers  of  English  law,  who  are  yet  peace- 
ably claiming,  under  the  banners  of  the  law, 
the  indisputable  privileges  of  subjects  to  dis- 
cuss the  rights  whidi  Mel  law  bestows. 
They  then  say,  and  here,  it  seems,  lies 
the  treason — "  We  do  therefore  declare, 
before  God  and  our  country,  that  we 
fhall  |Hty  no  regard  to  any  act  which  shall 
milita4e  against  the  constitution  of  our 
ooostrt/'  But,  aceordhi|g  to  Uie  other  side 
of  the  table,  the  constitution  of  the  country 
was  at  ail  end,  and  all  its  powers  assumed  by 
4bis  convention,  although,  in  the  very  pro- 
nmdina  which  they  thus  most  unaccountably 
mImc  nr  fwnnwntaiyy  they  bow  obedience 
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to  all  acts  caniistent  ztilh  the  constitution,  nn<\ 
only  refuse  it  to  such  as,  in  their  minds,  mi- 
litated against  the  first  pmiciples  of  the  Eng- 
lish government,  which  they  were  determine 
to  support,  instead  of  being  banded  to  over* 
turn.  But,  in  what  manner,  and  to  what  ex- 
tent^ did  the^  pngeet  a  resistance  tu  acts  roi- 
litatmg  against  their  ri^rliis  ?  Did  they  me- 
ditate, by  force,  the  destruction  of  parliament 
which  infringed  them  ?  Listen  to  the  con- 
clusion of  this  declaration,  upon  wliich  so 
much  has  been  saki,  and  then  tell  me  whe- 
ther this  body  can,  with  eommon  decency  or 
justice,  be  charged  as  in  a  state  of  rebellion. 
*'  We  will  continue  to  atsemble  to  contider  the 
hett  awoiif  by  mhieh  we  eon  aecomptM  m  reat' 
representation  of  the  people,  and  annH^par^ 
liamentSj  until  compelled  to  detist  btf  superior 
force."  What  is  this  but  saying,  lliat  they 
will,  for  an  honest  end,  abide  the  penalties  of 
an  unjust  law,  rather  than  escape  from  them 
by  its  observance?  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone 
truly  says,  that  there  is  nothing  even  immoral 
in  such  disobedience — for  that,  if  there  were 
— prohibitory  and  penal  regulations  would  be 
snares  to  theeonsaenceof  the  subject.  The 
fart  is,  there  never  had  been  a  law  in  Eng- 
land, nor  was  there  any  then  in  existence, 
to  prohibit  the  measures  they  were  engaged 
in.  An  act  which  had  just  been  passed  in 
Ireland  had,  for  the  first  time,  declared  such 
proceedings  to  be  a  misdemeanor,  though 
without  an  act  we  are  now  treating  them  as 
high  treason;  and  the  introduction  of  a  simi- 
lar bill  into  the  English  parliament  being  the 
common  report,  they  resolved  not  to  sanction 
its  unconstitutional  principle,  much  less  be- 
fore the  law  existed,  xty  involuntary  obedience, 
but  to  wutits  regular  enforcement  by  the 
magistrates. — ^This  is  not  only  the  obvious 
meanine  of  the  resolution  itself,  but  it  is 
established  beyond  a  doubt,  by  their  subse- 
quent conduct,  as  it  appears  by  the  letter  of 
Margarot,  the  delegate  of  the  ('urrt<^ponding 
Society,  who,  giving  an  account  of  tiieir  dis- 

f version  by  the  magistrates,  as  I  shsU  present- 
y  read  it  to  you,  expresses  himself  to  this 
elSiect — "  It,"  sa^s  he,  '*  we  had  desisted 
without  the  exertion  of  superior  forc^  it 
would  have  been  surrendonng  our  rights,  and 
the  privileges  of  others;  but,  when  called 
upon  by  superior  force,"  i.  e.  by  the  atitlH^ 
rity  ot  the  magistrate,  "  the  submission 
could  not  le  considered  as  an  acknowledg- 
ment ol  transgression  on  our  parf-." — ^The 
dissolution  of  this  parliament  (as  it  is  gravely 
styled)  is  described,  by  Marf^arot's  letter,  to 
have  been  effected  thus : — "  Two  messengers 
came  i^n  into  our  room  vrith  GemJd ;  tney 
Ictt  a  summons  to  appear  at  ten  o'c  lock  :  witli 
Margarot  they  left  noUiing  but  a  request  to 
aocompany  Gerreld  to  the  olSce ;  yet,  when 
arrivea  there,  he  found  that  a  warrant  was 
issued  against  him  for  the  purpose  of  detain- 
ing him  a  prisoner.  On  Thursday  the  whole 
convention  were  equally  ill  used ;  the  pro\  o?t 
went,  and  nfter  puUtiig  Mallhew  Campbell 
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Brown,  of  Sbeffield,  out  of  the  chair,  ordcrci} 
ll|ieoQnv«n^oa  tp  duftene,  tnd  told  tbom,  bf 

would  allow  no  such  meetings  in  futur«. 
The  next  4ajFt  convenUoi^  o»yii^  afrepd 
to  meet  at  another  place  outoftno  iurit4)C^ 
tioD  of  tue  provost,  we  bad  not  long  heeq 
oembled,  before  the  sherifl'  appeared  aiqoi^st 
ys,  and  having  asked  whether  the  meeting 
the  liritu»h  Convention,  and  being  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative,  ordered  us  to  do- 
part.  11^  aM(«d  who  was  president — upon 
vhidti  Ma^garoL  lN|<fiog  opeiUy  iMked  and 
obtained  leave  from  the  convention,  placed 
himae^f  in  t^e  chai^,  ^  ^id  sheriff  hff 
woul4  not  break  up  the  meeting,  mum  wt- 

conatitulionally  forced  thereto,  by  the  iJuri^'s 
pulling  him  out  of  thf  chair ;  which  the  laVler 
after  some  hesitation,  complied  with.  The 
ex- president,  Gerrald,  was  then  put  into  the 
chair  in  order  to  be  pulled  out  by  the  shcrifl' 
^so,  which  being  done,  the  meeting  was  then 
oosed  with  prayer,  and  the  company  departed 
peaceably."  Now,  docs  the  whole  history  of 
numan  lolly  furnish^  anv  thing  so  extrav^- 

Sntly  absurd  and  ridieiuoiM,  «8  to  eontider 
Is  as  the  suppression  of  an  extensive  and 
vmed  rebelliooj  and  as  a  sort  of  counVer-re- 
vglution  in  Greet  Britain  f 

Upon  the  trial  of  a  solemn  and  impoctant 
cause,  uppn  which  not  only  the  lives  of  inno- 
cent men  are  depending,  but  the  existence  of 
the  bw8  themselves  under  which  we  live, 
]^  a^l  afraid  to  run  into  observations  which 
lilte.  Ittwcrous ;  but  such  is  the  preposterous 
nature  of  thu  whole  business,  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  avoid  it.    In  reading  the  minutes 


cpnaiderad  an  having  intended  to  !• 
themsives,  and  iodeod,  for  a  seaMm*  to 

have  exercised  all  the  functions  of  this  great 
counuy,  protei^ted  as  it  is  |^  a  v^t  sUndtM 
arniy,  bv  a  national  militia*  consinine  of  ill 
the  gentlemen  of  EngUnd  who*e  landed  in^ 
terests  depend  upon  the  stability  of  the  gotn 
vernment,  and  by  the  gf«at  body  of  opulent 
roei^hants  and  monied  inen,  wt^o&e  fortuooa 
are  vested  in  the  public  funds,  and  ther^ty 
th«ir  poasesfioivs  and  the  h^es  ^f  t^cir  Okn 
iniliei  entwined  wilbia  the  veij  htwtlt  t$ 
the  state. 

Xltere  is  another  point  of  viaw,  from 
wWnee  if  ire  fKamtne  t^s  pioeeediog,  it 

iptvst  appear,  if  possible,  still  more  eAlrsMV* 
dinary.  1  adniil  that,  in  c«yos^^ueQ«e  «f  t/Bm 
dispersion  which  they  considered  to  lie  itktu 
gal,  a  great  many  inflammatory  papers  wtra 
written;  and  \hat  it  was  thought  auviseabley 
Upon  the  whole,  to  subject  tiie  principal  pern 
sons  engaged  in  this  fnnventN%  In  a  legal 
prosecution.  But  how  were  they  prosecutes  ? 
and  by  that  very  governoient  wlucii  iias  in^ 
fltftnted  the  present  pro(eeau>gs  ?  Wera  they 
prosecuted  for  high  treason  ?— No— Was  tha 
ch^ge  of  treason  ever  thought  of,  or  oton 
necteo  with  thdr names?—!  antwin  iiwtia. 
— Although  thev  were  nol  n»et  together,  like 
Mr.  Hardy  and  the  other  unfortunate  pri^i 
seiners,  to  coDsid«r  how  they  $kfmld  t»  JwUvm 
liftld  a  convention,  but  were  taints  Bajgranta- 

delicto,  in  the  very  act  i*f  holdinp  an^of 
holduig  precisely  such  a  one  as  the  prisonMI 
are  charged  with  haifiag  only  prqiaeMy 

THEY  wr  BF.  ONLY  \CCVSED  OF  A  MISDEMEANOR. 


of  this  convention,  as  the  regvUar  proceedings  X  repeat  the  expresssioo,  they  were  onlv  pro^ 
of  a  parliament,  holding  at  ooee  tlie  aword  |  seented  for  a  mHdiMWeanor»  «^hm$k  toasn  sm 

and  purse  of  the  kingdom,  we  have  frequently 
encountered  with  matter  which,  whetner  we 
would  or  no,  lias  eonmhed  us  with  laughter 
in  the  midst  of  the  awJul  duty  we  arc  en- 

Siged  in.  In  the  miixutes  of  the  fifth  day, 
e  21st  of  November  1793,  we  find  the 
dcputv  secretary  informing  the  convention 
that  he  had  last  night  received  6fteen  i>}ul- 
liogs  from  six  visitors,  whicli  was  ordere<l  to 
be  fund  to  Mr.  Skirving,  with  three  shillings 
more  already  collected  ;  and,  on  the  day  fol- 
lowing we  have  Mr.  Mar^^aot  mi>vuig(l  sup- 
pose w  the  cbnunittee  ot  Ways  and  Means), 
that  a  gcncT.il  collection  should  be  made, 
Wbich  being  consented  to,  and  Mr.  Callendar 
VUi.  Ur,  Mott  being  appointed  collectors, 
tbew.  gentlemen  ^ude  their  lapoit  taiMaier  : 

£.   t.  d. 

That  tlicrc  Imd  hccn  drawn      -     4    6  8 
But  of  which  there  hcmgtmkad 

shillings  ihe  buiantc  wa$  -  4  3  8 
To  wluch  a  per.son  of  the  name  of  Moore 
added  a  shilling.  Yet  this  asaambly  of  poor 
imarmcvl  people,  rolle<  tin^  sixpences  to  pay 
for  their  room  and  tlieir  advertii^ementSt  who 
tvere  dispersed  by  a  common  juetioe  of  the 

peace,  uilli  U  -^  l  usile  lluin  a  watchman  puts 
ao  cud  to  a  brawling  in  the  corner  of  a  street 
Mcxj  Qjght  ihpot^ghout  the  ^ear,  are  now 


the  act  of  holding  preciseljf  suck  a  convention 
ost^pritomen  only  pnfected.  Foi  I  agaim 
refer  to  the  solicitoi^general,  wbetiMP  ho  4S0k 
not  /aire  assert,  and  his  learned  coadjutor 
THore  than  tuice,  that  the  conspiracy  charged 
upon  the  record  was  to  hold  a  conventMA 
similar  to  that  which  had  htm  h$U  muh  pmt 
dotrn  in  Scotland. 

I  assert  also  that  government  had  thai 
materials  in  ita  hands  for  coovic^on ' 
it  has  at  thia beiit— th<ty  had  apiea  m  tinyt 
cM-ner. 

There  was  not  a  man 
**  But  in  hb  boose  they  had  a  servant  fte^'*' 

And  the  minutes  of  the  convention,  which 
have  been  read  at  your  table  as  evidence  of 

high  treason,  were  seized  by  the  provost  and 
sherifi  ol  i'xlinburgh,  in  1793,  and  read  aa 
evidenee  against  Margarot  and  Gerrald,  whom 
proseeuted  oa^  ^  iihtit  in  tha  Juaiidaif. 
Court. 

What  shall  we  say  then  of  agovenuaami 

which  lays  a  snare  for  innocent  blood,  by 
giving  to  an  act  the  character  of  a  misdemea- 
nor, waiting  for  future  Tietima  when  it  aboalir 

be  exalted  to  the  denomination  of  rabellioA 
and  treason,  lyeutlemen,  I  make  no  such 
charge  upon  goveauneai^i  ao^uii 
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«fiftfcbeme8upon  the  8ul\}«ct,  g|Ooi«fliA 
— I  beUere  that  the  fit  ct  alarm  came  very 
luddealy,  and  very  iaiely  upon  them;  and 
that  ihey  do  not  kjoow,        now,  upon  whit 

riiiiciplr  they  arc  hcrr.  or  what  thfjf  IWVO  CO 
wwe  Irom  LUeir  proceed  uin. 

TIm  maf^iflffales  of  Bwtthtifgh  hsvioip 
brought  the  leaders  of  llic  convention  before 
the  court  of  justiciary,  they  were  coniricted 
of  misdemeanors ;  but  these  judgments,  in- 
stead of  producing  the  effect  that  was  ex- 
pected from  them,  produced  (as  ever  happens 
b9ni  perverted  authority)  great  irritatiun  and 
4fiaoontent.  TImj  were,  in  my  mind,  and  in 
«ba(  is  far  more  imrnritint,  in  %v>tc\^  of  the 

 nimk  to  thii>  country,  ill£Oal  rao* 

woa  AmI  dtfiotif[;h  I  oo  not 
thi«i  place,  to  make  any^^ttack  upon 
Inies  m  tite  eaecutioD  of  tbeu-  duty— • 

Loni  CUef  Jialke  iy«.->It  flhould  not 
be  staled  here  llttt  they  were  illegal 

Mr.  i^nkxwt. — I  did  not  say  they  werp  ille- 
gai — I  said,  <Aa^  m  my  opinion  tiey  vctrt  $o, 
mtd  thai  tkty  mtf  fmmHomid  imfarUanma  m 
»<k.  It  \%  not  my  pi!rp<>?.r  to  give  offence  to 
b^rdsh^wiui  hti»  given  us  aa  indulgent 
altaDttve  hBm%  tfarot^  tiw  whote 
eoorse  cf  tbi^  cause;  but  it  is  niaterial  to 
slate,  because  it  accouBta  for  some  of  the 
wMifi  «i  •vMence,  that  the  opinkm  and 
conduct  of  the  Scotch  judges vere  ^uejfionc- 
lie;  that  they  were  actually  questioned  in 

|lif iiailM^lU  (aA  lULY  MAY  YET  11£AKAFT£R  RF. 

«HMrM«s») ;  and  were  ffonounccd  by  the 
pntest  pieti  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
to  have  t^cii  harsh,  unconsli'utiooal,  and  ille 
pL  fiMailuig,  tlwrefore,  under  the  lasE  of 

these  sentences,  which  they  considcrrd  to  bt 
«l|yu5t,aud  behcvmg  that  Ihcir  colleagties  had 
dnia  Bochhig  more  than  the  Imr  antnorieed, 
aod  their  consciences  suggested,  thc-y  came 
to  aa  anteaiperate  resohitioa  conoerninK  the 
SeoCch  judgtfs,  which,  though  so  i»trongfy  re- 
Bed  on,  can  cefftoialy  iMMre  no  sort  of  appli- 
catsoo  to  th»'  cauHc,  i^inccif  tliey  bad  knoclced 
oo  %lyt  heiui  tiie  lord  ju&ticc  clerk  and  all 
his  brethren,  while  presidiae  in  their  court, 
ki^tead  of  roritcntin.r  thcnivclvrswillj  hhcllin^ 
a  wwuUi  out  have  been  high  trea<)oh 
thastatateofBdwatdthetliml.  This 
mighty  buc;  b<  ar  of  a  rcsoKition  it  in  these 
wocdSk — lam  out  afraid'  to  meet  it : 

*  Baeolved,  That  hm  ceases  to  be  an  object 
of  obedience  whenet cr  it  beoonMS  an  initru- 
ment  of  oppression." 

This  is  a  mere  abstract  proposition,  to 
viMt  I  «oald  subienba  mj  own  name  at 
i^tiroo. 

Sasolved,  That  we  caU  to  mind,  with 
fha  4aepesi  salislaction,  tbo  fiitoof  the  infik- 

Jcficrics,  onrr   lord  chief  justice  of 
,  wtu^  at  the  era  of  the  glonous  He* 
,  fcr  ttw  flMMiy  iniquilDUi  actttonces 
he  had  passed,  was  tom  la  piecea  iij  a  hiave 
aad  iBfiHed  pe^lo. 

ed.  That  those  who  imitate  his 


GMilieiiien,  if  the  application  of  this  maxim 
was  meant  to  be  made  to  the  recent  proceed- 
ings of  the  Scotch  judges,  it  may  be  a  libel 
upon  their  panooi  and  authority  for  any 

thing  r  know  or  mrf.  I  scc  nothing  th.it  is 
either  crauioal  or  indecent.  In  my  mind, on 
the  contrary,  the  pramulgation  of  such  awlU 
and  useful  reflections  should  not  be  left  to 
the  irregular,  and  often  misapplied  promnU 
gation  ot  private  men,  but  should  be  proroul* 
gated  at  solemn  festivals  by  the  mthori^  of 
the  slate  itself.  There  ought,  in  my  opinion, 
to  be  public  anniversaries  of  the  detestable^ 
as  well  as  of  the  illustrious  actions  of  man* 
kind,  in  order  t!nt,  by  ilic  intluence  of  nega- 
tive, as  well  as  of  positive  example,  the  great* 
est  posnUe  bold  may  be  taken  m  the  grand 
ruling  passion  of  our  nature,  and  the  surest 
indication  of  its  immortaUty— the  passion  of 
livins;  in  thd  minds  of  otfaet«4)eyoiM  the  pe- 
riod of  our  frail  and  transitory  existence»Oy 
such  an  institution,  public  men  would  every 
monieut  be  int|»eUed  forward  in  the  path  of 
their  duty  by  the  prospective  immortal  re- 
wards of  an  itpf>Tf>vin'^  ^'Ctrrity  :  and,  what 
ia  still  more  impurtani,  and  iar  uiore  applica- 
Ua  to  my  present  purpose,  wwkod  men, 
clothed  with  tinman  authority  over  tbcir  fel- 
low-creatures, would  be  deterred  by  the  same 
ra^MB  Aem  the  abase  of  them;  aecanae,  in 
the  very  moment  when  they  were  aljout  to 
barter  away  the  lile  of  innocence,  or  the  pub- 
he  justice  of  their  country,  for  some  misen- 
ble  advance  of  ambition  to  the  decline  of  a 
transitory  life,  they  might,  perhap«,  start 
back  Irom  the  temptation,  appallefi  by  the 
awful  view  of  future  ages  rising  up  befoie  tlw 
imaginiitton,  filing  in  judgment  u|H>n  their 
characleri>,  and  proclaiouog  them  with  indij^ 
nation  to  the  tmiverse. 

But  how,  after  all,  do  these  resolutions 
(whaiever  praise  or  blame  may  belong  to 
them)  apply  to  the  matter  in  bund  f  For  Mr. 
Tooke  positively  refused  to  sanction  them. 
Though  tlt  iirman  of  the  meeting,  he  wotild 
not  remain  in  the  chair  when 'they  were 
passed ;  and  I  will  call,  if  you  think  ic  mate- 
rial, the  very  persoti  who  took  bis  place  while 
tiiey  were  passing.  Vet,  nevertheless,  thej 
are  brought  forwatd  against  him,  and  inristaa 
upon  •i'- itti  ftic  vame  arguments  as  if  he  had 
been  tlieir  author.  Gentlemen,  this  is  into- 
leiable.— The  whole  historv  of  human  injus- 
tice can  produce  nothing  like  it.  -  The  pritf 
ciple  teemt  to  bt ,  that  ull  the  fif/i'h  n-nf^en  by 
uuy  uian  in  the  woi  Id  u/io  at  any  tune  has  $tip» 
ported  a  reform  in  parliament^  wkaitver  mof 
be  the  suf'jrct  ..if  thi'in,  find  hiixceur  rlmhing 
with  tme  another  ia  design  or  o^inwn^  may  bit 
drmmm  lelo  $ke  eerier,  «ad  pomted  to  tmntt 

of  hii:h  tviuUin   Ml  .   Jiihn  Horrif  C'ttke.  By 

readm^  the&e  contradictory  p(;r1oniiances  aa 
the  evidence  of  his  destgu!$,  they  make  him 
one  day  a  reformer  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

— the  next  a  rank  repnblirjui, — the  third  well 
affected  lo  our  mixed  constitution, — and  the 

fourth  nlipahninionfepuhMcaB 
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this  TTnnnrr,  bv  readtngju'^t  v  halthej  please, 
and  lu&iaiiug  upon  their  owo  coastnsction  of 
what  thej  reM,  the  hooouitble  eantleman 
is  made  to  oscillate  lilcc  a  pcnduluni,  from 
«ide  to  side,  in  the  vibralious  of  opinion, 
^thoat  pursuing  any  fined  or  TBtioBal  eoorae ; 
although  I  will  show  you  that,  of  all  men 
in  the  world,  he  has  been  the  most  uniform, 
£rm,  andioikxible  m  his  political  course. 

The  next  paper  which  they  read  is  hardly, 
1  think,  at  all  connected  with  the  important 
^ubjcct  of  the  trial,  beiag  a  mere  squib  upon 
tiie  present  just  and  necessary  war.  It  is  a 
rcsoIutioD  of  the  Constitutional  Society  of  the 
24  lb  of  January,  to  which  &Ir.  Tooke  was 
privy,  io  whieh  it  was  resolTcd"-'''  That  an 
excellent  address  of  tlic  Corresponding  So- 
ciety should  be  mserted  in  their  books.  And 
that  the  king's  speech  to  his  parliament  be 
insert^  Huder  it,  in  order  tliat  tbey  may  both 
be  always  ready  for  the  perpetual  reference  of 
the  members  ot  this  society  during  the  con* 
tinuance  of  the  present  unforttineto  war — 

and  that,  in  perprfuam  rri  •mcmorinm,  thrv 
may  be  printed  in  one  i>lieet  at  the  happy 
cODcltiMon  of  It,  wlueh  happy  conehnioB  ac- 

cordir,,'  to  tlic  prf:^;_nt  pro^jitruus  appnininces, 
we  hope  and  beheve  not  to  be  many  months 
distaot" 

Gentlemen,  surely  it  is  not  treason  to  be- 
lieve that  which  ministers  are  daily  holding 
ibrth — surely  it  is  nut  treason  to  expect  and 
btflieve  upon  the  authority  of  perliMneDt  that 
the  war  we  are  engai^ed  in  will  soon  be 
brought  to  a  prosperous  issue.  Would  the 
people  of  this  country  have  been  aoeomposed 
m  a  conjunctnrf ,  which  for  calamity  has  no 
parallel  in  the  history  of  Great  Britain,  but 
for  these  constant  dedamtiens  of  the  king's 
ministers,  which  Mr.  Tooke  is  only  accused 
of  having  believed^  Were  we  not  told  (I 
tm  not  entering  upon  political  controver$y^  but 
d^ending  my  eiioii ) — ^But  were  we  not  told 
daily,  that  tlie  war  would  be  brought  to  a 
speedy  aud  happy  ternimauon?  And  can  it 
be  cnminal  inaiuhject  to  give  faith  to  the 
acts  and  declarations  of  governnu  nt  >  But 
supposing  it,  on  the  other  band,  to  be  only 
irony  upon  adminislratbn,  and  a  ridicule  of 
their  proceedings,  which  may  perhaps  be  the 
best  construction : — is  a  man's  lite  to  depend 
in  this  country  upon  his  admiration  or  sup- 
port of  any  f^rticular  set  of  ministers  f  I  care 
not  n  »itra\v  what  you,  the  jury,  w)i')  arc  to 
deciuL  upun  my  client's  couduci,  may  think 
upon  these  topics.  Of  Upon  the  ministers  of 
tlio  day;  —  I  rely  iip'-n  rour  iiidjrments  as 
honest  men,  inipresacU  w  ult  a  5cuhc  of  relt* 

K'  m,  who  know  the  sanctity  of  the  oath  you 
ve  taken,  and  tVir  r]ii?y  which  it  impi>sc.s 
tod  I  only  introduce  these  subjects,  not  be- 
cause I  think  them  relevant,  hut  because 
tl)cy  havebc<  n  thought  so  hy  ilic  crown,  who 
read  these  papers  to  condcinu  us. 

But  it  ia  the  concltuion  of  this  resolution, 
I  beliave,  which  gives  the  offence,  when.-, 

t^on  motioi^  the  words    £uthful  and  bo- 


nourable,"  which  stood  applied  to  the  parlia- 
ment, were  expun^,  and  the  words  his^ 
and  ms  onA^t^  inserted  in  their  tiead.— What 

then  ? — Tins  i^^  no  dr  nial  of  the  fidelity  of  thS 
kins  to  his  parliament,  but  is  an  insinuation, 
on  the  contrary,  that  the  petliaaaent  waa  «»- 
faithful  to  the  king.  If  it  can  be  consider^, 
therefore,  in  the  serious  liE»ht  of  a  libel  upon 
any  aathority,  it  is  a  defamation  of  the  Jitmte 
of  Commons.  But  we  are  not  brought  here  l» 
answer  for  a  libel  upon  that  assembly ;  we 
are  accused  of  a  conspiracy  to  cut  off  the 
king — and  in  order  to  prove  it,  they  give  m 
evidence  an  idle  squib  against  the  House  of 
Commons,  for  not  taithfuliy  servuis  him  ;  9q 
that  if  the  paper  wore  deserving  i?  any  eoo* 
sidcrntion  one  way  or  ihc  othrr,  it  makes 
quite  agaiiut  the  piu'pose  for  which  it  is  used 
—unless  it  is  meant  in  be  contended,  ttut  th* 
king  and  the  House  of  CtouDQDs  are  one  and 
the  same  thing. 

Another  matter  equally  irrelevant  has  been 
also  introduced,  very  forlnnalefy,  however, 
for  the  honourahlf  gentleman  at  vour  bar,  be- 
cause it  afiords  a  signal  instance  of  his  gene- 
rosity and  noUenese  of  mind.  I  speak  of  ln» 
letter  promoting  a  sidi^cription  for  Mr.  Sin- 
clair, who  had  been  convicted  in  Scolknd  fer 
acting  aa«  delegate  at  the  cenvemtoo. 

Although  Mr.Tookc  notonly  never  sent  hin 
as  dele^^atf.  but  strrmiously  objected  to  hi?  de- 
legaliou; — though  he  so  uniformly  opposed 
the  whole  measure  which  led  to  his  ceoeia- 
tion  and  punishment,  as  to  lead  to  the  qur?- 
tion  of  lus  own  sincerity  in  the  minds  ot  some 
who  supported  it; — although  the  consc<)ueiio» 
of  the  sentence  could  not  have  pulled  a  hair 
out  of  his  head,  but  led,  on  the  cootrarv,  ,to 
confirm  the  prudence  and  propriety  or  iiSn 
conduct ; — yet  in  the  hour  of  Mr.  Sinclair's 
distress,  he  was  the  hrst  man  to  step  forward 
to  support  him,  and  to  take  upon  himself  the 
public  odium  of  protecting  him,  though  he 
had  privately  discouutenaticcd  every  act 
which  could  give  the  sufierer  any  claim  to  his 
countenance  or  sujpport.  I  am  perfectly  sil»» 
that  my  worthy  irientl  t!  p  :iltorncy-gencral 
IS  too  iionuurabie  a  m^u  to  make  a  single  ob- 
servation on  this  gendne  act  of  dieinterealed 
benevolence. — But  T  am  not  the  loss  obliged 
to  M  r.  Gibbs  for  not  suffering  me  to  omit  ia 
its  place,  a  matter  widch  redounds  so  highl^r 
to  the  honour  of  the  goitleman  we  are  de- 
fcndmg. 

It  is  the  same  spirit  that  dictated  tlie  other 
part  of  the  letter  which  regards  Mr.  Pitt. 
Filled  witli  indignation  that  an  innocent  man 
should  be  devoted  to  a  prison  for  treading  m 
the  very  steps  which  had  conducted  that  mi> 
nistcr  to  his  present  situation,  he  ?ay8  (I  have 
mislaid  the  letter,  but  can  nearly  remember 
the  exoression),  "That  if  ever  that  man 
should  he  hrousjht  to  his  trial  for  desertion 
of  the  cause  of  parliamentary  reform,  for 
which  Mr.  Sinclair  was  to  suffer,  he  hoped  Iba. 
country  would  not  eooicitt  to 
Botany  Bay." 
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Gentlemen,  1  havebtit  one  remark  to  make 
iipon  tiu^part  of  the  letter :  Mr.  Tooke  is  not 
iudicied  tor  compassing  and  imigjiung  the 
death  ui'Mr.  Pitt. 

Centlcmeo,  we  come  at  last  to  the  vcry 

K'lal  of  the  charge,  Tit.  the  conspimcy  to 
Id  the  convention  in  Engli\nd,  and  the 
means  empluycii  tor  that  purpose;— and  it  is 
a  most  striking  circimistance,  a  circumiatancc 
in  my  mind  absolutely  eooeluiive  of  the  pre- 
sent trial  (unless  you  mean  to  revprse  the 
former  verdict,  which  none  of  yon  wjli,  and 
which  all  of  you  ccrtainlv  cannot),  that  Mr. 
Uardy,  whu  has  alrcJidy  been  acc^uitted,  was 
Hie  very  ^rU  and  single  mover  ot  the  propo- 
sition lo  hold  this  eonveniion— Mid  that  all 
llie  subsequent  steps  taken  in  the  accom- 
pliithnaeot  of  it,  down  to  the  day  when  the 
pnnoaers  were  sent  to  the  Tower,  were  taken 
tuf  mfy  miih  hi$  privUif,  bul  ihrmt^k  his  direct 
^geury  ;  and  that  every  letter  and  paper  which 
an  been  read  upon  llie  subject,  bears  the  sig- 
oalure  of  bis  aaaw,  umay  of  them  being  also 
of  his  own  composition.  If  the  convention, 
there; lore,  was  originated  for  the  detestable 
purpose  chained  by  this  ind^mcnt,  Mr. 
Ilardy,  h.i^  I  t  rn  acquitted,  was  the  ori- 
^ud  and  ihn  prmcioal  Irattor ;  whatever  was 
Ebovo,  u%  certainly  knew ;  whatever  was 
done  upon  il,  iit  not  only  did,  but  actually 
led  the  way  to  the  doing  of  by  others. — if 
there  was  a  conspiracy,  he  was  manifestly  the 
principal  conspiiator 

Tliis  is  no  assertion  or  ar^nment  of  miue — 
it  was  avowed  by  the  crown  wUicli  noW  pro- 
secutes Mr.  Tooke<-HUid  Mr.  Hardy  was 
therefore  first,  and  most  properly,  selected 
Ux  trial ;  because  the  object  of  the  one  we 
ne  now  engaged  in,  and  of  every  other  that 
can  iucceccT  to  it,  arc  only  to  apply  by  re- 
acts impUcalion  and  collateral  circumstances, 
the  very  acts  which  were  directly  brought 
booe  to  Mr.  Hardy,  who  stands  acquitted  by 
his  country,  nay,  which  were  without  con 
troverity  admitted  by  his  counsel.  The  Court 
ssid,  in  summing  up  the  evidence  in  the 
form^  trial,  that  it  had  been  but  tVrbly  ar- 
pied  that  Mr.  liarUy  was  not  implicated  in 
a  mat  part  of  the  evidence. 

Gentlemen,  this  was  but  a  cautions  and  in- 
dulgent mode  of  statement  by  the  Court,  lest 
tdmiseioos  might  be  supposed  to  have  been 
made  bv  us  which  counsel  ought  not  to 
make;  for  certainly  we  neither  did,  nor  could 
attempt  lo  deny  that  Mr,  ilardy  was  cog-  1 
nisant  of,  and  active  in  every  transaction  | 
which  regarded  the  British  Convention,  ihe  ' 
vety  treason  charged  upon  the  record.  The 
allom^-Seneral,  therefore,  is  reduced  to  this 
dilemma,  ri'licr  to  contest  the  justice  of  the 
former  verdict  which  acquitted  Ilardy,  or  to 
aarrender  the  present  proiecutifm.  That  tins 
is  the  true  position  of  the  cause  Willappcu* 
iocoatestably  from  the  proofs. 

The  origm  of  the  convention  appears  to 
have  been  this Mr.  Hardy,  who  hasahtady 
been  acquitted  by  hia  couatfj,  hatuig  re- 
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ceived  a  letter,  which  hn^  been  read  lo  you, 
from  a  country  correspondent,  stating  thataa 
the  Edinburgh  Convention  had  been  im- 
properly and  illegally  dispersed,  it  would  be 
proper  to  liold  another;  ite  laid  the  proposal 
oefofo  the  Corresponding  Society,  who 
adopted  it  upon  the  27 ih  of  March  1791,  and 
transmitted  a  copy  of  their  re.&olution  upon 
the  subject  to  the  Constitutional  Society  fof 
their  approbation.  Mr.  Hardy,  tlierefore,  was 
not  merely  active  as  secretary  in  tlie  progress 
of  the  convention,  but  was  in  hts  own  person^ 
the  first  mover  and  propo.<>er  of  u ;  and  it  ia 
impossible  that  the  jury  couM  Jiave  honour- 
ably acquitted  him  upon  any  other  prmciple 
than  their  total  and  absolute  disbelief  Oat 
the  measure  was  pursued  for  tlie  detestable 
purposes  imputed  by  this  indictment. 

Gentlemen,  the  nest  way  to  support  thai 
judgment,  and  to  bring  you  to  the  same  con- 
clusion, is  lo  examine  the  proceedings,  and  to 
let  them  speak  fur  themselves. 

The  Corresponding  Society,  upon  Mr. 
Hardy's  proposition,  having  on  tlic  271I1  of 
March  17  9i,  adopted  a  resolution  which  they 
transmitted  to  the  Constitutiona]  Society  Ibr 
approbation,  that  society  met  the  next  day, 
the  28th  of  March  to  consider  it;  the  r^o- 
lution  was  sent  in  the  form  of  a  letter  firom 
Mr.  Hardy  himself,  in  these  words : 

"  1  am  directed  by  the  London  Correspond- 
ing Society  to  transmit  the  following  resolu- 
tions to  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Infor- 
mation, and  to  request  the  sentiments  of  that 
society  respecting  the  important  roeasurea 
which  tlie  present  juncture  of  affairs  seems  to 
require.  The  London  Corresponding  Society  < 
conceives  that  tiic  moment  is  arrived  when  a 
full  and  explicit  declaration  is  necesearv  fnm. 
all  the  friends  t  f  freedom,  whether  the  late 
ILLEGAL  and  unheard-of  prosecutions  and 
sentences  sliall  determine  us  to  abandon  oua 

CAUSK." 

To  priiise  here  n  little — Does  not  this  in- 
contc^tabiy  show  tiiai  tiieir  CAUSL(wilh  wlia^ 
ever  irregularity  it  might  have  been  pursued) 
was  no  other  than  t!ip  cause  of  parliamen- 
tary reform; — is  it  uut  demonstration  thai 
they- eonsidered  the  persons  convicted  ia 
Scotland  as  wrongfully  convicted? — It  is  not 
in  human  nature, — il  is  beyond  the  flight  of 
human  impudence  or  foUv,  that  men  under 
a  government  of  law  should  publicly  declaim 
against  prosecutions  as  illegal,  tyrannical, 
aud  uuheard-of,  it'  they  liad  cither  themselves 
considered  them,  or  if  they  had  been  heU  by 
others  to  have  bcLii  the  regular  proceedings 
ajgainst  traitors  arrested  in  rebellion  against 
thor  country.  Construing,  therefore,  thia 
part  of  the  letter  as  common  charity  and 
common  sense  must  concur  in  the  construc- 
tion, and  as  the  former  jury  construed  it;  it 
is  no  more  than  this — They  say  to  the  Coa> 
stitutional  Society,  ^*  As  we  are  in  the  pro- 
gress of  an  honest  cause — as  we  are  pursuii^ 
a  legal  purpose  b^  IcgpX  means,  which  other* 
have  adopted  before  na  j  shall  we  abandon 
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terrified  by  the  unrighteous  judgroeoU  of  ano-  ^  have  explained  it  to  jou,  we  are  brought  by 

ther  country  ?  or  shall  we  unite  and  peraeme  ,  tiie  evidence  to  tht  eoiMideration  of  that  overt 

in  its  support,  confiding  that  whatever  may  !  act  upon  the  record  which  charges  these  coin* 

be  the  condition  of  Scotland,  there  is  no  law  mittfrs  «.o  appointed  with  the  crime  of  high 

here  in  England  which  can  condemn  us,  trea^un  lu  ihc^  words    "  That  with  force  and 

•or  any  judges  who  ran  W  mterested  in  its  arms  they  did  traitorously  consent  and  agree, 

perversion?  I,et  us  concur,  tlirrcfore,  in  the  that  Jeremiah  Joyce,  John  Air:rir>tiis  T^,,niu 

aecessity  of  another  convention,  as  the  only  John  Horne  Tooke,  Thoni^it  W^rdle,  Mafe- 

In^  and  constitutional  means  of  redresaine  thew  Moore,  John  Thelwtll,  John  Battef, 

the  ^rir\  Lii-  i  s  wliicli  oppress  US,  and  which  Richard  Ho  l^'^rn,  John   T.ovptt,  WillHifn 

can  only  lie  effectually  redressed  by  a  full  and  Sharpe,  and  one  John  Pearson,  should  confer 

ftoe  rriwesentalioo  of  the  people  of  Grent  and  meet,  and  co-operate  tDgrther,  for  and 

Britain/'  towards  the  calling  and  assembling  such  con- 

Tho  rrime,  therefore,  impuletl  to  the  Con-  vention  for  the  traitorous  pi»rp'»*es  Rfore«5nid 

aliluhuiiul  Society  is  only  this, — that,  ad-  i.  e. a?  it  is  agreed  on  all  liand",,  fur  subvening 

dressed  in  this  manner  by  the  Corrre^ponding  the  govern  meol.  Mid  deposing  and  destroying 

Society  M>  rffucriWwjf  its  objectt,  it  a8«>entpfl  to  the  Kinc:    Here  another  dilemma  inevitably 

the  appoiutraent  of  a  coromitt^  of  their  encloses  ihe  crown ;  because  this  charge  of 

ciety,  to  meet  a  eomniittee  appointed  by  the  conferring  together  lowarda  the  ealfing  «  con* 

other,  to  coiHider  of  the  proper  ^^tf      to  be  vention  which  was  to  be  held  fur  theno 

Ukiea  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  so  traitorous  purposes,  cannot  possibly  be  urged 

detcribed.  i^ott  mm  eleven  persona  appoin  ted  to  con- 

This  is  the  whole  that  can  be  charged  upon  fer  together  concerning  it,  unless  the  major 

this  society ;  for  there  is  no  evidence  whatever,  proposition  can  first  be  established,  fliatstich 

;evea  of  any  of  it&  members  being  acquainted  a  traitorous  convenUon  was  originally  in  the 

Vilh  the  design  of  considering  of  a  Conven-  contemplation  of  thoae  who  appointed  them, 

tion,  until  it  came  to  thrm  in  the  shape  of  a  let  For  these  e/etwa  persons  are  not  charged  as 

ter  from  Mr.  Hardy,  wiio  has  been  acquitted  :  haVmg  originated  the  convention,  but  each 

tile  antecedent  pert  bdlng  a vsoLVTF LT  Avo  prisoner  in  bis  turn  is  chained  with  having 

FNTinri  Y   nis  own.     Tlii'^  proj  uj'^ition,  in-     cnntrn^crf  anrf rt^rpft/that  these  prr-nn> '.hnuld 

deed,  was  so  far  from  coming  to  the  Constibi-  confer  together  upon  the  means  to  give  effect 
tioiMl  Society  as  the  membere  of  a  Mcret  con-  lomtrenson  a/r«M|rlielehedand  oontempbted. 

•piracy,  that  it  was  made  in  the  most  public  which  inevitably  throws  them  back  upon  Mr. 
manner  to  other  societies,  with  whom  they  Hardy,  who  has  been  acquitted ;  for  now,  in 
notorxMif^ly  were  not  connected ;  it  wa^  made  ^he  name  of  common  sense,  can  their  guilt  be 
to  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  .  consistent  with  his  innocence?  I  wn,  this 
of  whir  h  T  have  the  honour  to  be  a  member,  h  a  dilemmTi,  hemuT  there  is  no  road  nut  of 
whose  pnufiples  and  conduct  have  been  this  absurdity  but  by  running  into  another: 
spoken  of  with  respect  throughout  these  pro-  I  sinee  to  confine  the  ^iit  to  the  prisoners  who 
ceedin.!^  Whfr>  we  rr-n^iv*  rl  their  proposal  co-operated  together  in  exclusion  of  those  who 
we  were  as  well  acquainted  witii  all  the  ante-  appointed  them  to  do  so ;  it  must  be  assumed 
«Bdent  proceedings  of  the  societies,  at  the  '  ImI  they  were,  kmi  fide^  appointed  to  confer 
evident  p  makes  us  acquainted  with  Ihcrn  now;  towards  calling  a  meeting,  vKlirfihad  for  its 
and  we  still  flatter  ourselves  that  we  were  as  real  and  honest  object,  a  reform  in  parlia- 
cepdMe  of  nnderstanding  the  meaning  of  ment:  but  that  titey  were  no  sooner  appointed, 
what  was  address^  to  ourselves, as  those  who  than,  without  the  consent  of  those  who  lUM 
since  then  have  assumed  to  themjelvf**;  thf>  deputed  them,  they  confederated  to  rhnn^e 
office  ot  decipherers ;  yet,  with  all  this  know-  the  purpose  of  the  deputation,  and  conspired 
Mge*  we  returned  «n  alfectioBale  answer  to  emong  their  eleven  selves  to  fatm  %  perfi»- 
Ihese  Bi  nnnY  con^piratoiti  ;— we  wrote  to  ment  for  ruUng  by  force  of  MIM  over  this 
them,  that  we  heartily  concurred  with  them   mighty  kingdom. 

ift  the  okjrcts  they  had  in  view,  hut  diffinred      Now,  I  appeal  to  yon,  gentiemen,  whether 

from  thiMii  in  the  expediency  and  prudence  of  there  ever  was  a  proposition  «  >  nrTn  fv  out  of 
the  means  by  which  tbey  had  proposed  to  .  the  whole  course  of  human  affairs,  as  that 
f^vo  diem  effect  —Wb,  therefore,  tmderstood  shr  men  of  one  veiy  numerous  society,  and 
Ukeir  object  in  the  same  light  with  the  (  on-  five  out  of  another  equally  numerous,  unani- 
stitotional  Society,  viz  the  reform  in  the  I  mously  appointed  to  confer  upon  any  ^iven 
Kouse  of  C  ommons  only ;  and  the  di0erence  I  object,  no  mutter  what,  should  be  taken  with- 
hetween  us  is  reduced  to  *  difference  in  jndg-  '  o«it  a  shadow  of  evidence,  to  have  in  an  instant 


Oient,  as      the  mranx  for  prrflvicing  gQ 
which  in  common  was  approved. 
Gentlemen,  the  Constitutional  Society  haT- 


departed  from  the  trust  reposed  in  thpm.  nnd 
to  have  set  on  foot  a  secret  plan  which  they 
durst  noVconnnttnicate  efen  to  their  piMfctj^m 


jn»  3t!Trrr!,  } ^  1  have  just  now  stated  to  you,    and  co  conspirators,  and  which,  with  or  with- 
out com  municationy  woswlioUy  visionary  ip# 
impractieri>te. 
Gentlemen,  I  know  that  m^  learned  fnendv 


to  appotut  some  oi  their  members  to  confer 
nMk  others  appointed  by  the  Corresponding 
Society,  tipon  tne  subject  of  the  resolution  of 
th«  ifUk  of  Maidi,  iiidattood  bgrthmatl 
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poslerous  a  proposilion;  I  admit  that  they  all  their  ifclif  fraf urns  nere  singly  directcdy  the 
never  did  Diaiutaia  it,  and  I  ouly  state  it  to  .  king's  title  would  be  more  firm,— his  person 
atvc  to  them  the  choice  of  the  ahernatire  ;  I  tnore  secure,— his  crown  more  illustrious,— 
becau<>e  either  these  eleven  persons  are  only  !  and  its  inheritance  io  his  line  more  certain, — 
guiltj  from  having  changed  the  purpose  of  a  ,  than  by  seeking  their  support  from  the  conli- 
«pulaliuu  origioaUy  not  traitorous,  a  thing  ad- I  nualiou  of  abuses  which  had  so  recently 
initted  to  be  absiira  and  irrational,  or  else  overturned  a  throne,  that,  propped  as  il  was 
att  who  depuied  them  were  traitors  aKo  ■  tlsr  by  armies,  and  the  bigotry  of  the  people, 
coodusion  is  inevitable  ;  because  it  i!>  iini>oi>-  seemed  destined  to  endure  lor  many  genera- 
able  to  say  that  the  soeleties  who  deputed  |  tions,  but  which,  nevertheless,  undermined 
them  did  not  know  their  own  motives  and  |  by  its  own  cnrriipti(;n5, suddenly  t  ruml  led  into 
iheir  own  objects;  and  the  supposition  is  i  dust,  and  shook,  or  more  properly  shakes  at 
farther  ahi^olutely  excluded  by  the  evidence;  this  moment,  the  whole  hamtable  world  witli 

its  fall. 


M  the  committees  so  appointed  were  to  do  no 

thing  of  themselves,  but  were  to  rep(»rt  to  the  j  That  Mr.  Richter,  another  of 
society  al  l.irge  the  result  of  their  dclibcra-  j  mitlee,  and  now  in  Newgait,  lut 

tions  .'and  reports  from  them  were  accordingly  — —  '  " 

"act«irill\  read  at  the  society,  in  the  presence 


of  maiiy  respectable  members  now  at  large, 
and  wtio«e  names  have  not  been  even  men- 
tioned a  $  suspected  in  the  oooraeof  these  pro- 

c^iogs. 

It  is,  therefore,  impossible  to  impute  guilt 
to  the  prisoners  selected   for  punishment, 
without  (  xteiiding  it  to  a  compass  to  which 
uo  m^ii  v^tU  l>e  haidy  enough  to  say,  it  shall 
or  can  he  extended now  many  persons  upon 
jnch  a  srd?e  woii'd  ]>(:  prinripals  in  treason, 
or  guitiy  of  a  misprision  oi  it  ?    Kverif  man 
snIo  attended  the  TianouMt&eielit  s  thromglwut  the 
kingii'iii,  or  who  knat,  hi/  Ik  !:'!• 'ji^rj  to  them, 
tJut  a  coHteutitm  was  on  jivl.    To  say  no- 
thing of  the  extravagance  of  such  a  wide  im- 
putation of  disloyalty  and  rebellion,  what  can 
ie  more  dangcroub  impolicy  than  to  invite 
foreijgn  nations  to  believe,  whilst  attempts  are 
makiog  from  abroad  to  destroy  our  constitu- 
tion, that  the  people  of  England  are  alroaJ> 
ripe  for  a  revolt? 

But  there  are  inconsistencies,  if  possible, 
still  mfifc  iilciiing  to  be  enconntcred  with  in 
nuiotaiuing  the  charge  against  the  prisoners 
tdected  for  trial,  than  even  in  this  wide  ex- 
Jension  of  it  toothers;  for  if  any  of  ilie  few 
yenous .  (heing  only  twelve  in  number)  be 
guilty  of  this  treason,  they  must  all  be 
gtolty;  it  is  quite  in  vain  to  think  of  distin- 
^'tii-hingor  separating  them  ;  yei  some  of  them 
ue  nul  even  accused,  and  others  are  Jiidiciaiiy 
lepatated  from  accusation. — Mr.  -Snar-pe,  the 
COgtaver,  though  one  of  the  committee,  was 
ttaauned  for  the  crown,  but  not  examined  as 
IB  accomplice :  and  the  bill  wts  thrown  out 
Ijrtht  grand  jury  :igain»<l  Mr.  Lovett, another 

them,  whom  I  am,  therefore,  entitled  lo 
consider  as  an  innocent  roan  who  ought  not 
even  to  have  been  accused,  and  who  will  tell 
jouupon  his  oath  (for  I  shall  call  him  as  a 
witness)  that  there  was  not  a  .vyJUble  passt'd 
Adicse  meetings,  which  the  king  upon  Im  { 
throne  mi;it)t  n  t  bur  heard;  that  neither 
ius  name  nor  ottice  were  luenttoned  with  irre- 
meoce;  and  Lovett,  speaking  for  himself, 
ind  for  his  own  motives,  will  farther  solemnly 
tdl  you,  that  in  his  huocst  conscience  he  be* 
iiied,that  from  the  consequences  of  a  timely 
aftMb  in  the  Houieof  ComnMiis,  to  which 


the  com- 
jiil  nothing 

more  than  the  reform  in  the  liou^c  of  Com- 
mons, I  will  prove  to  you  by  Mr.  ]{ous,  one 
of  the  most  respectable  men  m  our  profession, 
and  whose  honour  and  veracity  are  above  all 
question.    He  will  tell  yoii,  tlial  hr  saw  him 
after  the  Friends  ol  tlic  People  had  refused  to 
concur  in  sending  delegates  to  the  proposed 
convention,  when  Richter  assured  him,  that 
in  the  plan  they  had  adopted  they  h  id  acted 
for  the  best,  but  that  they  were'  desirous  to 
act  cordially  with  the  Friends  of  the  People 
in  whatever  they  thought  llic  most  conducive 
to  promote  the  constitutional  object  they  were 
engaged  in.   I  believe,  indeed,  that  the  mass 
of  these  socif  tir^  thought  with  many  others, 
of  which  class  1  profess  myself  to  be  oae, 
though  I  dtfler  with  them  in  the  means,  that 

nollnng  can  so  certainly  tend  to  fuiiport  the 
throne  as  a  reform  in  the  Commons  House  of 
parliament-^Wbether  you  think  with  them 
or  with  me  on  this  subject  is  of  no  conse- 
quence— it  is  enough  if  yon  l  elievc  that  fhfy 
thought  sOy  and  honestly  acted  upon  their  opi- 
nions ;  opinions  which  at  all  events  were  en* 
tertained  and  acted  upon  by  many  illu^triotis 
persons  now  present,  some  of  whom  1  will 
call  as  the  willibg,  and  others  as  the  unwilling 
witnesses  to  the  fir  I. 

But  as  the  quality  of  their  acts  is  best  to  be 
ascertamed  by  the  acts  themselves,  let  us  ex* 
amine  what  tlic  committees  did,  and  what 
was  done  by  the  societies  who  supported 
them. 

On  the  1 1  th  of  April  they  made  their  report 

in  tluse  words  : 

"  Kesoived,  Tliat  it  appears  lo  this  com« 
mitteevery  desirable  thata  ^neral  roeetinji; 

or  convention  of  the  friend-  of  lil  <  i  t  y  shoidd 
be  called/' — For  what? — to  depose  the  king? 
— to  subvert  the  government  ? — NO.  But,  la 
the  concluding  words  of  the  resolution,  '*  For 
the  purpose  ot  takuig  into  consideration  the 
proper  means  vf  obtaining  a  J'ull  and  Juir  re- 
presentation of  the  ptt^U  in  parliament  " 
This  resolution.  (j/?fr  xmne  ohUction  to  tht 
u  ord  conrentioHf  was  adopted,  i^ow,  [  desire 
distinctly  to  know  wh^  this  resohition  is  to  be 
perverted  from  its  ordinary  meaning  any  mon; 
than  many  similar  resolutions  in  other  times  f 
The  lord  chief  justice  in  the  former  trial  said, 
in  SO  many  wms,  that  it  must  be  conceded 
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to  these  societies,  and  to  the  prisoner  TTardy, 
t/iiit  thti)  set  out  originally  upon  the  duke  of 
Jiuhmmd'i  plan. — If  this  be  so,  it  is  for  the 
crown  t(>  establish  at  what  period,and  by  vAom, 
this  system  was  abandonca,  and  what  is  the 
evidence  of  the  »bandoDiuent. — Docs  the  at- 
torney-general mean  to  say  that  it  is  high 
trpufon  for  anumlicr  of  persons  collected  io- 

fviUcT  to  make  a  delegaliuo  to  a  smaller  nuni- 
er  from  amonc  themselves  fcr  any  purposes, 
Jcg-.tl,  or  illi  gdl  ?  He  will  certainly  not  say 
that — So  that,  in  whatever  view  the  matter 
for  deliberation  is  examined,  the  question  still 
returns,  and  must  for  ever  return  to  its  only 
legal  centre,  viz.  tue  object  they  had  in 
VIEW  in  this  delegation ;  and  that  examination 
cannot  rationally  take  place  but  either  by 
looking  at  the  acts  ihcmselvcs,  and  judging 
of  them  a$  thry  present  thenuetve*  to  view,  or 
else  by  showing,  from  extrimMk  evidence,  ttiat 
Ificy  arc  not  whut  they  appear  upon  the  sur- 
face, but  are  directed  to  concealed  and  wicked 
objects. 

With  regard  to  the  first,  it  has  been  con* 
ceded  from  the  beginning,  oven  by  the  court 
(asl  have  jubi  observed)  ui  its  charge  to  the 
l^ndjury,  that  their  avowed  object  was  a 
conslitulii-ual  reform  ;  and  as  to  the  last,  T 
call  aloud  upon  those  who  a^k  you  to  ]^ro- 
noirace,  that  a  forcible  subvinkm  of  the  go - 
vtriinuiil  was  intended,  to  confess  that  the 
very  idea  of  such  a  charge  was  disavowed  and 
reprobated  even  by  the  very  witnesses  they 
brought  forward  to  establish  it.   Upon  the  first 
trial  they  c:illcd  a  great  number,  wno,  without 
a  single  exception,  one  after  another,  posi-* 
tively  swore  tiwt  hostility  to  the  governmenL 
or  an  attack  upon  it  by  force,  never  entered 
into  their  contemplation ;  and  Mr.  Gibbs,  as 
I  am  informed,  in  my  absenee  to-dsy^  esta<* 
bli-'-hcd  the  same  truth  by  cross-examuation 
of  the  Sheffield  witnesses,  wlio,  with  one  as- 
sent, as  I  see  firom  a  note  now  befbre  me, 
all  declared  they  had   been   insulted  and 
abused,  which  was  the  origin  of  the  few  pikes 
manufactured  for  Uieir  defence ;  and  the  a i- 
tornev-general  appears  to  have  been  so  well 
satisfied,  that  the  whole  evidence  concerning 
arms  was  "  a  b^garly  account  of  empty 
boxes,**  nnfit  fbf  a  sccom  introduction  in  so 
momentous  a  cause,  that  he  gave  up  the 
whole  of  it,  and  we  have  heard  nola  s^ilaUe 
of  that  wbidi  aasomed  so  ^rave  an  aspect 
when  H  irdy  lately  stood  in  judgment  before 
you  ;  nor  has  even  Franklow  himself,  and  the 
Ix}yal  Laraleth  Association,  made  their  ap- 
]»earance. — In  my  opinion  it  was  sound  discre- 
tion to  abandon  that  parol  cvidmre    To  have 
called  people  who  literally  knew  uolliing  of 
tlic  societies,  would  have  been  to  expose 
weakness;  to  have  again  called  honest  wit- 
nesses, who  knew  any  thing,  would  have  been 
to  prove  too  much,  necaose  the  falsehood  of 
the  imputation  would  again  have  been  mani- 
fested ;  and  to  havcatlenipted  it  a  second  time 
by  spies  and  informers,  would  only  have  been 
useleuly  brin^g    tnetr  ngginuffini  to  be 


peppered :  a  conduct  which  sinks  a  cause  in 
the  opinion  even  of  Jeftcries  himself,  who, 
when  Serjeant  J ctierici>,  upon  the  trial  of  lora 
Russell,  said  to  the  ju^— ^  Rmader  we 
bring  vo  ignominiout  persons  here ;  we  hare  not 
raked  I  he  gaoU  for  evidence  ;  me  have  brought 
before ymtno  teandalma  spies  and  laroaHEis, 

but  men  ziortfiij  of  credit.^* 

To  say  the  truth,  gentlemen,  their  parol 
testimony  b^g  thus  snbtracted,  there  has 

been  brought  forward  in  this  cause  no  evidence 
either  creditable  or  scandalous  ;  for,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  papers  not  worth  a  farthing, 
I  will  undertake  to  collect  from  the  coffee- 
houses of  London  a  complete  facsimile  of  the 
Report  of  both  Houses  of  parliament,  which 
has  consumed  so  many  days  in  reading,  and 
for  no  part  of  which,  as  I  have  noticed  for- 
merly, any  author,  printer,  or  pubhsher,  has 
been  ever  ealled  to  account. 

We  liavc  now  reached  the  finale  of  the  bu- 
siness— the  great  catastrophe — and  it  is  awful 
to  examine  upon  what  small  pivots  the  fate  of 
nations  depends,  and  to  contemplate  the  mi- 
raculous  escape  of  our  coimtry  —The  two 
committees  agreed  to  meet  on  Munduys  and 
Thursdays  in  Beaufort  BuiMtng^  and  notime 
to  be  lost;  for  Uessiansand  Hanoversans 
were  upon  them. 

When  the  Uth  of  April  came,  which  sboold 
have  been  their  first  meeting,  there  wn?i  no 
meeting  at  all,  but  a  great  multitude  of  people, 
of  different  descriptions,  assembled  at  Cmuk- 
Farm. — My  learned  friends,  I  see,  are  taking 
notes  on  this  subject;  but  lot  them  recollect, 
tliut  Lovett,  whose  ca*e  has  been  belbre  the 
accunne  jury,  and  who  stands  wholly  dit* 
chargcafrom  guilt  or  suspicion,  was  rh  lirraaa 
of  this  mectmg,  and,  at  the  same  uiue,  a 
member  of  the  committees  of  conference  uid 
co-operation;  yet  now  when  the  1*  t  Icr  him- 
self is  exculpated,  and  not  expo&cd  even  to 
the  hacard  and  inconvenience  of  a  triah  he 
is  to  be  hung  to*day  round  the  neck  of^  the 
gentl(.mr\ii  at  your  bar,  who  never  was  at 
Chalk-I  arni  in  his  life; — who  never  heard  of 
the  meeting,  nor  of  the  existence  of  the  pile* 
at  which  it  was  held,  till  he  md  i»  in  the  news- 
papers, as  we  all  did,  and  who  never  saw  Mr. 
Lovett  till  he  met  hiro  in  the  Tower,  when  be 
was  pointed  out  to  him  as  one  of  the  persons 
with  whom  he  had  lone  been  cn^ged  in  % 
conspiracy.  Thank  God  these  experiments 
are  not  only  harmless,  but  nscftjl:— they  servo 
as  a  clue  when  the  contrivance  b  mere  plai»> 
sible. 

1  he  next  Thursday  after  the  meeting  at 
riialk  1  arm  w  is  the  17th  of  April.  Now  at- 
tend to  the  proceedings  of  these  conspirators, 
jtressed  to  a  moment  in  point  of  time,  ana 

whose  schemes  were  ripe  tor  execution.  Not 
one  of  them  came. — The  %1th  of  April  was 
the  third  Thursday,  when  the  committee  frdOl 

the  Corresponding  So<  iety  attended,  biit,  ug€ 

beinq;  met  uy  the  other,  there  was  ()f  couTW, 
no  cuntereuce.    Uu  the  2Bth  ut  April,  full 

three  weeks  aiiertnefroriginl  ippowtnarf^ 
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tbey  &t  last  assembled;  and,  aAer  havine 
csdferred  cooceroio^  the  news  of  tbe  day,  aoa 
e»>opatkted  ia  tekmg  inaff  out  of  one  an- 

othcr's  boNP^,  they  retired  to  their  homes 
vitUout  uttering  a  syllable  conceraing  tlie 
king  or  his  parliament  These  important 
tiansactjons  were  repeated  on  the  6th  of  May ; 

on  Monday,  May  the  12lh,  although  no 
utur  meeting  had  then  been  hold,  and  though 
proceeuiugs,  as  I  have  stated  them  to 


you,  IsiJ  been  fully  linvestifjated  before  tlie 
pnvj  council ;  though  the  societies  were  con- 
lAirtttI  for  purposes  perfectly  notorious,  and 
long  unopposc>l  ,  thon^-;!)  all  their  meetings 
haa  been  publicly  advertised,  and  their  cor- 
respondence as  open  as  the  day,  Mr.  Hardy 
VM  suddenly  arrested— flagged  out  of  his  bed 
5n  the  nig^bt — torn  from  the  arms  of  an  ttftrr- 
lunate  wife,  who  fell  a  sacrifice  to  terror  and 
ifiigbt,  although  he  can  nou^  tell  you,  upon 
an  oath  accredited  by  his  full  and  honourable 
ao^uiitalf  that  he  had  not  a  conception  in  his 
nind,  even  after  he  was  in  the  eustody  of  the 
Uw,  that  hi^h  treason,  or  any  other  crime 
which  verged  towards  disloyally  or  rebeUioOi 
was  to  be  imputed  to  him. 

GeiiUemen,  the  akim  vrfiich  seized  upon 
government  at  this  period  seems  to  have  in- 
vested the  most  frivolous  circumstances  with 
mystery  and  design  against  the  stale,  of 
vrhlchwe  have  haa  a  notibic  instance,  in  a 
ielltr  written  by  Mr.  Joyce  to  Mr.  l  ookc,  on 
the  day  Hardy  was  arrested,  which,  being 
intercepted,  was  packed  up  into  the  green 
hot  there,  and  reserved  as  evidence  of  a  plot. 
The  letter  runs  thus—"  Hardy  and  Aaams 
weaa  taken  up  this  morning  by  a  king's  mes- 
senger, and  afl  iheir  hooks  and  papers  seized 
and  thcOy  loiiuMing  a  long  dash,  "  Ca^.  vuu 
aaaaAinr  wt  THVRSD*TP*'^This  letter,  gen- 
tlcmrn  is  nnoihcr  lesson  of  c:nition  agamst 
vague  feuspiaous ;  the  red  book  was  nut  a  list 
of  pcraoDs  to  be  saved,  h»  opposition  to  tlw 
black  book,  of  those  to  be  sacrificed;  but 
Mr.  Tooke  ha%'ms  undertaken  tocoUect,  from 
the  Court  Calendar,  a  list  of  the  titles,  offices 
and  pensions  bestowed  by  Mr.  Pitt  upok 
Mk.  Pitt,  ki^  bft  atiok«,  pricnds,  and  de- 
r£K»EjiTS,  and  beuit^  luu  correct  tu  cumc  out 
vilh  n  wdiky  of  that  magnitude  and  extent, 
upon  a  short  notice,  had  fix^d  no  time  for  it, 
which  induced  Mr.  Joyce,  who  was  impatient 
ftr  ila  polilieatioo.  to  ask  if  be  eould  be  ready 
with  it  by  Thursday.  Another  curious  cir- 
cumstance, of  similar  importance,  occurred 
about  tbe  same  time,  which  I  marvel  has  not 
appeared  in  evidence  before  you.  I  will  tell 
you  the  story,  which  is  so  stamped  with  the 
«U  which  dibtingutshes  my  dieut,  that  it  will 
ipeak  for  itself  withuut  proof.  A  spy  came 
ooe  night  into  the  society  t  o  v<>e  what  be  could 
coUect,  when  there  happened  to  be  present  a 
Mr.  Gay,  a  man  of  large  fortune,  and  a  great 
trxveller  (the  ^i^'ntlcnijn  I  ^pcak  of  is  :i  niem- 
mtt  of  tbe  Friends  of  the  Ttople,  introduced 
by  my  firiand  Mr.  Tieniigr»  now  In  ny  eye), 
'r.  Qt^f  tn  tbe  ooune  of  bb  tnvau^ 


had  found  a  slonc  inscribed  by  Mr.  Stuart, 
another  great  traveller,  as  tlie  end  of  the 
world ;  but  resolving  to  j»ush  on  fittther,  and 
to  show  his  contempt  of  the  bounded  views 
of  former  discoveries,  wrote  upon  it,  "This 
is  the  beginning  of  the  world — treating  it  as 
the  ground  from  which  he  meant  to  start  upon 
his  tour.  The  planbciji;:^  tntro'luccd  i'or  con- 
sidt  ruiioii  while  Mr.  Gay  was  present,  Mr. 
Tooke  saMf  Look  ye,  gentlemen,  there  isa 
person  in  the  room  disposed  to  go  to  onKATrn 
L£soTus  tlian  any  of  us  would  choose  to  fol- 
low him."  This  atlnnon  to  tbe  intrepid  tra* 
veller  was  picked  up  by  the  spy  as  evidence 
of  the  plot;  and  if  I  had  the  rummaging  of 
the  green  boxes,  I  would  undertake  to  find 
the  informatioo  amonj;  the  papers. 

Gentlemen,  in  tracing,  aslhavedone.  the 
proceedings  of  the  societies  towards  holding 
this  convention,  I  have  continued  to  follow 
the  instructions  of  my  client,  in  tolaliy  lo;-iiig 
a^bt  of  Ais  defence,  in  order  to  keep  danger 
at  adistance  from  ef  Aerr  ;  for  I  have  now  onlv 
to  remind  you,  since  the  fact  has  appeared 
already,  that  the  prisoner  took  nosliare  what- 
soever in  any  of  these  proceedings. — Ue  con- 
sidered them^  indeed,  to  be  but,  inbi* 
enliditcned  judgment,  not  convenient,  nor 
likei>'  to  be  attended  with  advant^c  tu  liic 
object ;  and  therefore,  when  tbe  resolution  of 
appointing  a  committee  was  adopted,  and  his 
name  was  proposed  as  a  member,  hp  objected 
to  it,  declared  be  would  not  attend,  nor  have 
any  thing  whatever  to  do  with  it.  You  may 
ask,  perhaps,  why,  after  that  refusal,  he  sul^ 
fered  his  name  to  stand  upon  the  committee  ? 
— and  why  he  did  not  withdraw  himself 
wholly  from  the  society? — In  answer  lo  that, 
he  has  told  you  much  better  than  1  can,  as  he 
can,  indeed,  tell  you  any  thing  much  better, 
that  as  he  con-^idered  the  proposition  not  lo 
be  criminal  or  Uleeal,  he  did  not  feei  bim!>eU 
at  liberty  to  abandon  a  laudable  pursuit  by 
breaking  up  or  dividing  llic  society,  for  mere 
difference  of  opinion  with  respect  to  the  mode 
of  obtaining  it.  This  conduct  was  manly  and 
honourable,  and  It  by  no  means  stands  upon 
Mr.  Tooke'?.  assertion  :  the  fact  and  a  most 
iniportaiii  one  it  is,  rests  upon  evidence,  aud 
not  upon  iMT  evidence  ( for  our  season  of  giving 
it  is  not  yet  arrivtd).  but  upon  the  evidence 
relied  on  the  Crown  Jor  the  eatublukmetU  of 
guilt ;  and  which,  tfierefore,  must  be  wholly 
adopted,  or  wholly  n  jcctcd. 

it  will  appear  farther,  and  more  distinctly, 
that  Mr.  Tooke  persisted  in  bis  resolution 
that  he  was  a  total  stranger  to  their  proceed- 
ings; that  the  commit*  e  of  correspondence, 
of  which  he  ubjeclcd  to  be  a  memher,  never 
met ;  and  that  tbe  only  reason  why  his  name 
stands  as  a  member  of  the  cfsmmittee  of  cor- 
respondence, to  which  iie  not  only  did  not 
assent  but  the  formation  of  which  he  never 
knew,  was,  that  it 'v  i«  rt  '  vrd,  in  his  al)- 
sence,  that  the  comuuttee  winch  had  hefuic 
been  appointed  to  caa/er,  should  also  be  a 
<ionmiHwr  to  9^9gtr§U ;  and  of  so  Kttlo  ae* 
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ctniot  was  this  ttroe  comnuttee,  that  Mr. 

y\(!ams,  when  examined  for  ihe  crown  (thovigli 
secretary  of  the  sorit'ty'),  declared,  upon  his 
cmth,  that  he  never  had  lieard  of  it  until  he 
read  it  out  of  the  book,  as  a  witness  in  the 
cctirl. 

li  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  great  sub- 
stantive leading  overt  act  in  the  iodictmeDt, 

T'z  thf  itjii-;  iracy  to  hold  a  convention  to 
subvert  the  guvernineot,  to  which  ail  the 
other  charges  «re  undoubtedly  subservient, 
is  not  only  not  brouglit  home  to  the  hon.  ecn- 
tlcman  at  the  har,  Init  appears  to  be  without 
foundation  altogether ;  and  it  is  equally  evi- 
dent, by  the  conduct  of  the  cn.wn,  that  they 
think  so  ;  f  or,  if  they  had  proved  their  charge 
by  the  cvuiente  ot  the  tacts  which  belonged 
to  il«  tbeir  task  was  finished ;  and  all  matter, 
rollatfral  i  r  rorrinn,  would  not  only  have 
lecn  irrelrvanl,  but  injurious  to  the  pros«:u- 
tion ;  hut,  con«cious  that  the  traitorous  in- 
tcntit  n  ( uu!(l  nrilher  be  legally  nor  rationally 
collected  Irom  any  one  fact  apperlaniing  to 
the  subject  in  a;:itatiou,  they  have  heaped 
matter  upon  matter  on  his  bead  from  various 
quarter;*,  totally  th^runnected  with  the t  turge, 

and  with  one  another,  in  order  ihal  tlitse  j  buried,  during  so  manv  ceiUiuits,  Hut  ..y, 
transactions,  though  singly  neither  treason,  |  smoke  should  appear  till  it  burst  out  at  once. 


the  whole  nalioii,  no  tw^cr  prottdei  W  JhM' 
tice,  are  Mm^ecttd  to  oriUrorjf  mitt  omd  plea* 

Gentlemen,  it  may  be  said  that  the  shame^ 
fal  case  1  have  cited  is  not  like  the  nresent. 
Certainly  it  i<  not — for  the  ungiian^cn  words 
whicii  the  iiistorian  reprobates  the  eohancinz 
into  treason,  were  the  unguarded  words 
lord  Strafford  himu'f  ;  t!;c  r.i'>t]  writini:^  were 
Am  writing ;  and  the  passionate  actions  were 
hit  0wa.  But  what  is  accumulated  and  lifted 
up  into  treason  against  the  prisoner  to-day 
are  the  unguarded  words, — the  ra»>h  writings, 
— and  the  passionate  actions  of  othcrt ;  of 
some  with  whom  he  diflRcrcd ;  of  many  whom 
he  never  saw  ;  and  mostly  of  those  to  whose 
very  cxislcuce  he  was  a  stranger. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  no  fears  fjr  mv  client; 
but  in  wirai  language  shall  I  fpcal^  of  this 
dreadful  principle  for  the  benefit  of  my  coun- 
try ?  I  will  speak  of  it  in  the  language  of  the 
innocent  vittim  to  them; — in  the  eloquent 
words  of  lord  Stratford  himself  upon  his  trial. 

•*  Where  has  this  sDecies  of  guilt  lain  so 
long  concealed," — said  Strafforil  in  cunch^ 
sion : — "where  has  this  fire  hciii  long 

no 


nor  any  other  crime,  niigfit,  when  t  icked  to 
getber,  autount  to  whatever  might  be  found 
necessary  to  destroy  him.    In  this  manner 

that  unfVjrtimate  statesman,  lord  Strafford,* 
was  sacrihied ;  but  the  shameful  violation  of 
the  law  of  England,  which  alone  could  have 
Mipportetl  condemnation,  hai  ever  been 
.spoken  of  with  detestation  by  every  lawyer, 
of  whatever  party,  who  has  hvc<l  smce  his 
trial  ;  and,  what  is  the  next  evidence  of  its 
turpitude  and  illegality,  has  been  rc.nsidered 
as  a  blot  in  the  page  of  Enelish  history,  by 
historians  of  all  parlies  and  opinions.'  "Mr. 
David  fliiiiie,  a  Mot  to  be  named  as  a 
compiler  ol  mere  lacts,  but  as  a  profound  po- 
litician and  philosopher,  speaks  of  it  in  the 
manner  which  I  wilt  read  to  you,  notwith- 
standing his  Icnnini:  to  high  and  arbitrary 
principles  of  government.  In  his  sixth  vo- 
lume, page  431,  speaking  of  lord  Straflord's 
attainder,  he  ^nys,  "  As  this  species  of  trea- 
son, discovert  u  bv  the  Comtnom"  (the  Com- 
mons have  also  the  merit  of  discovering  this), 
is  cnlircly  new  and  unknown  to  the  laws  ; 
fco  is  llie  species  of  proof  by  which  they  pre- 
tend to  fix  that  guilt  upon  the  prisoner.  They 
liave  invented  .t  kind  u\  uccumuliitive  or  co/i- 
tiructivt  evKiente,  hv  which  many  adion^, 
either  totally  inin>t*-ni  II)  themselves,  or  t  ri- 
mir.al  in  a  much  inferior  degree,  shall,  when 
ti'iifcd,  amount  to  treason,  and  subject  the 

i'trs^n  to  the  highest  penalties  inflicted  by  the 
B».— A  hasty  and  unguarded  word,  a  rash 
ai-rf  pn'^'-irtnrr  I.  tion,  assisted  hy  the  male- 
volent laiicy  ol  the  actn^cr,  and  tortured  by 
doubtful  constructions,  is  transmuted  into  the 
decjiest  guilt ;  and  the  lives  and  fortunes  of 

«  See  fait  cue  ffiil^  Vol.  3,  p.  mZ 


to  constimc  me  and  my  children?  Better  it 
were  to  live  under  no  law  at  ail,  and,  by  the 
maxims  of  cautious  prudence,  to  conform  our- 
selves lljc  bc>t  wc  can,  to  tl>e  ar!'itrary  will 
of  a  master,  than  fancy  we  have  a  law  oa 
which  we  can  rely,  and  find  at  last,  that  this 
law  shall  inflict  a  punishment  precedent  to  the 
promnlfiation,  ana  try  us  by  maxims  unheard 
of  till  the  very  moment  of  the  prosecution. 
If  I  sail  on  tne  Thames  and  split  my  vessel 
on  an  anchor,  in  case  there  he  no  Inioy  to 
give  warning,  the  party  shall  nay  me 
damages :  but  if  the  ftncmnr  be  marlced  out, 
then  IS  i!ie  striking  on  it  at  inv  own  peril. 
Where  is  the  mark  set  upon  this  crime?-— 
Where  the  token  by  which  I  should  discover 
it  ? — It  has  lain  concealed,  under  water;  and 
no  human  pntdenre,  no  human  innocence, 
could  save  ine  Ijutn  the  destruction  with 
which  I  am  at  present  threatened. 
"  It  is  now  full  two  hundred  and  forty 

Jf^cars  siocc  treasons  were  defined;  and  so 
ong  has  it  been  since  any  man  was  touched 
to  this  extent,  upon  lliis  crime,  betbrr  myself. 
We  have  lived,  my  lords,  happily  tu  ourselves 
at  home : — we  have  lived  gloriously  abroad 
tothc  world: — let  us  be  content  with  what 
our  fathers  have  left  us : — let  not  our  ambn 
tion  carry  us  to  be  more  learned  than  they 
were,  m  these  killing  and  dMtruclivc  art!, 
(^reat  wisdom  it  will  he  in  your  lordships, 
and  just  provuiciue  lor  yourselves,  for  your 
posterities,  for  the  whole  kingdom,  to  caat 
from  yoTi,  into  the  fire.tlicse  hluody  and  mys- 
terious volume»  of  arbitrary  and  constructive 
treasons,  as  the  primitive  christians  did  Ui«ir 
books  of  curious  ;;ris,  and  h<  take  yoiirselves 
to  the  plain  letter  of  ihe  statute,  which  tells 
yott  wnoe  the  crime  and  poinli  out  to  ^  ou 
ibepatb  \)y  which  yon      avoid  It 


SIS}  Jar  Hi^h  Treaion, 

"  Txlus  not,  tomir  own  rlcstnjclion,  awake 
those  sleeping  iioas  by  rattling  up  u  company 
of  old  recoras  wtueb  have  lun  for  m>  many 
ages  by  Uic  wall,  forgolttn  and  neglcctcJ. 
To  all  my  afllictions,  add  not  this,  my  lords, 
llic  ojosl  severe  of  any ;  that  I,  for  my  other 
sins,  Dut  for  my  treasons^  be  the  means  of 
introf!tjcin«»  a  y>recccltnl  '•o  prrnicious  to  the 
laws  and  iibcrUes  of  my  nalivc  country 

However,  these  gentlemen  at  the  bar  say 
they  speak  for  the  commonwealUi  intl  ihty 
beiievc  ho;  ^et,  under  favour,  it  i  who,  m 
this  peiticulsr,  speak  for  the  commonwealth. 
Precedent?,  hke  tho^c  which  arc  endeavoured 
to  be  established  agamst  nie,  must  draw  along 
such  inconveniences  and  miseries,  that,  in  a 
few  ye«ra«  the  kingdom  will  be  in  the  con- 
dition expressed  in  a  •^t:>Ui!e  of  Henry  4th. 
and  DO  man  shall  knuw  by  what  rule  to  go- 
vern his  words  and  actions/* 

Proud  as  I  am  of  Ijcing  a  subject  of  this 
countrv  nay  duty  compels  mc  to  remind  you, 
that  all  this  splendour  of  truth  and  eloquence 
wa-  unavailing,  lirfi^rc  an  abandoned  Irinuiial, 
which  had  superseded  all  the  rules  of  law  and  | 
the  lober  restnunts  of  justice,  and  which  { 
oould  listen  unmoved  to  even  these  conclnd- 
ing  words  :  "  My  lords,  I  havr  trnnbkd  your  I 
fcrdsbips  a  great  deal  longer  lliu.ii  I  should  ! 
have  done.   Were  it  net  for  the  inlereftt  of 
tl.t?<-  pledge^,  which  a  '•aint  in  heaven  left  | 
me,  1  sliould  be  loath"—"  iicre^"  says  the 
historian,  <*  he  pointed  to  his  children,  and 
his  weepiiiz  Mopped  him."*  And  if  1  were 
to  attempt  to  proceed  farther  in  this  melan- 
efaoiy  page,  my  tears  wcwdd  stop  me  also. 

But  let  us  look  to  what  followed  from 
th^*r  prorprdin!>«5; — ihcy  wpfp  condemned 
aaxl  r(  \  t  r>t'tl,  and  bluutl  recuided  as  a  beacon 
to  I  t  I  h  ]  re  generations.  The  acttocitics,    1 1 1  a  t 

the  lurtiulrnt  party  ??rf'inc[  no  fiopcs  to  rfirt  t 
their  urnu-st  designs  by  ordinary  way  or  me- 
thod  of  proceedings,  did  at  last  resolve  to 
attcrupt  tnc  dcstriu  tion  and  attaimier  of  the 
said  curl,  by  an  act  of  parliament  to  be  tlicrc- 
fbre  purposely  made  to  condemn  him  upon 
uccumulattve  treason.  None  of  the  pretrrvltd 
crimfs  being  treason  apitrt^  and  so  could  not  be 
tu  Tuz  wiiOLt.,  if  they  had  been  proved,  as 
they  were  not  Therefore  it  is  enacted,  that 
all  records  and  procpedings  relating  to  the 
»aid  attainder  be  wholly  cancelled,  and  taken 
off  the  tile,  tu  the  intent  that  the  same  may 
not  be  visible  in  atit  r  ages,  or  hron.:ht  into 
example,  to  the  prejudice  of  any  person  what- 
soever." 

A  *imilttr  fate  attended  the  atlainfkrs  of 
Uttd  Russell  and  Sidney,  and  will,  soqner  or 
later,  attend  every  flagrantly  unjust  judgment, 
v  illi".!  F.ngland  preserves  ner  free  constitu- 
tion; and,  therefore,  notwithstanding  llic 
rtditulous  figure  too  frequently  made  by  mo- 
dem  prophets,  whose  prophetic  writings  re- 
main tinfidfilled  after  the  period  of  tlieir  fnl- 
^trncnt,  1  wiU  hazard  this  public  prediction — 

*  See  in  Ifaia  Collection,  Vol.  3,  p.  146r. 
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That  long,  loni;  bcforj;  one  half  of  tlic  ati- 
dicnce  which  ^lls  these  benches,  shall^  by 
the  course  of  nature,  be  called  from  the 

world,  these  very  judgments  in  Scotland, 
wliich,  more  than  an^  ^>uig  else,  iiavc  pro- 
duced the  present  tnal,  wm  he  stigmatized, 
repealed,  and  with  indignation  reversed ;  not 

by  violence,  or  in  irregular  convention,  but 
in  the  otdiuary  legal  lornis  of  a  British  par- 
liament. 

The  attornej'-gencral  will  perhaps  say, 
that  the  collateral  facts  are  not  established  m 
order  to  be  accumulated  into  guilt,  as  in  the 
case  of  lord  Strafford ; — that  he  disavows 
(which  I  admit,  to  his  honour,  he  most  dis- 
tinctly did)  all  accumulations  and  constructive 
treasons,  but  that  he  establishes  them  to  ma- 
nifest the  intention  which  led  to  the  transac> 
licJtt  charged  upon  the  record,  lie  it  so,  pro- 
vided they  do  lead  distinctly  to  that  mani* 
festation.  But  let  ns  ^.hortly  examine  tf:rin  ; 
and  then,  if  tlie  ndes  of  the  Court  would  per> 
mit  me,  I  would  not  only  ask  of  vou  twelve 
men,  but  of  every  man,  ay,  and  of  every 
woman  within  the  reach  of  my  voice,  whe- 
ther they  would  kill  a  flv  upon  them  ;  yet  you 
are  aj'ked  to  devote  to  destruction  upon  thera 
the  honoiurabie  gentleman  who  now  standa 
before  you. 

The  collateral  facts,  as  my  memcty  serves 

me  to  rtTolIrr*  tliem,  and  from  whence  the 
truilorous  intention  is  to  be  inferred,  arc,  that 
Mr.  Tooke  contributed  to  the  circulation  of 
the  works  of  Thomas  Pain-^,  >  ontaining  gross 
matter  against  the  monarch y  of  the  country ; — 
that  he  consented  to  send  a  congratulatory 
address  to  the  convention  of  France  ; — that 
he  was  privy  to  the  approbation  of  Mr.  ^oel 
Barlow,  who  had  delivered  this  congratulation 
at  Pans;  and  lastlv,  that  he  had  himself 
written  a  letter  to  the  president  of  the  con- 
vention, oftering  to  subscribe  4,000  livres  to- 
wards carrying  on  the  war  then  eiisting  be- 
tween the  states  (jf  Europe  and  I'rance,  even 
though  part  of  U  in  the  event,  should  happen 
to  be  applied  when  this  oount^  should  be  in- 
volved in  the  same  contest. 

(Jcntlemen,  though  I  feel  myself  very  much 
exhausted,  I  have  strength  enough  left  just  to^ 
touch  upon  these  matters  in  their  order. 

With  regard  to  tlic  first,  I  am  «;iirpr!5ed 
that  the  history  of  Mr.  Haine's  writings,  and 
the  approbation  they  met  with,  as  connected 
willi  ihf-  new  con^tituliuii  of  Fr.mcc,  are  so 
very  little  understood;  and  it  is  necessary  to 
understand  it,  to  account  for  the  assent  and 
encounigenieiil  which  many  perFon^-,  attached 
to  the  tree  constitution  of  Great  Britain,  were 
forced  to  bestow  upon  many  parts  of  a  work,  > 
though  written  unaoubtedl^  by  an  author  who  i 
was  an  enemy  to  its  prinrtplrs.  I 

Uciillemen,  it  happened  that  when  France  \ 
threw  ofi  the  galling  yoke  of  arbitrary  mo- 
narchy, which  had  been  attended  with  luch  I 
intiuite  evils  to  herself,  and  wnich  had  pro- 
duced so  many  calamities  to  Great  Britain,  m 
very  general  eaullalion  pervaded  this  country  j 
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and  surely  It  was  a  oatunl  thmie  of  csultar  |  lion  of  this  conspiracy  ag^ost  the  freedoai  of 

tian  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  country  which  liad 

world, 


given  light  and  freedom  for  ag'es  to  the  « 
lo  MO  so  large  a  portion  of  Uie  human  race 
suddenly  emancipated  from  a  bondage  not 
only  ignominious  to  France  but  ffangvrmis;  lo 
this  isiaud.  Xhcy  recollected  the  dudolaiing 
wars  which  her  ambition  had  lighted  up,  and 
the  expensive  burthens  wliicli  our  resistance 
to  them  had  entailed  upon  us  ^  tliev  felt  also, 
in  the  terrible  disasters  of  France,  >  [u  t  pride 
in  thcwisdoni  of  our  forefulhcrs,  ami  a  u  f  iolr- 
lome  lesson  to  the  present  age  and  posterity 
not  U»  degenerate  from  their  example.  They 
aav  France  falling  a  victim  to  the  continuation 
and  nudliplication  of  those  abuses  in  govern- 
incut,  which  our  wise  progenitors  had  perpe- 
tnaUy  mitigated  by  temperate  and  salutary 
reformations;  and  they  saw  therefore,  no- 
thing to  fear  from  the  contagion  of  her  dis- 
orden  t  her  arbittary  stat^  ner  soperstiUous 
church,  had  undergone  no  alterations;  an' 


the  world.   Thi .  li 


•t  and  Larni!e><>  enthu- 


siasm, however,  uict  vvitii  a  very  sudden,  and, 
in  its  consequences  an  unfortunate  check. 
A  gentleman,  of  the  first  talents  for  writine 
in  the  world,  composed  a  bocik,  I  am  bound 
to  believe  with  au  honourable  luiud,  but  a 
book  which  produced  a  more  niuversal  and 
more  mischievous  effect,  than  any  which 
perhaps  our  own  or  any  other  times  iMve 
produced.  When  Mr.  Barke*s  book  upon 
the  Frcnrh  Revolution  was  first  published,  at 
which  period  our  government  had  taken  no 
aetiTO  part  against  it,  no  man  assimilated  the 
changes  of  France  to  the  condition  of  our 
country — no  inan  talked  of,  or  figured  in  his 
ima^juialion,  a  revolution  in  England,  which 
had  already  had  her  revolution,  and  had  oh* 
taincd  the  freeduni  which  I  ranee  was  then 
struggling  to  obtain. — Did  it  follow,  because 
men  rejoiced  that  France  had  asserted  her 
,  lil  f  rfy,  that  they  thouzht  liberty  could  exist 
for  want  of  those  repairs  which  the  edifices  of  j  in  no  other  form  than  that  which  France  had 


eivil  Ufe  equally  require  with  material  struc- 
tures, thev  crumbled  sudden^  into  dust; 

whereas,  by  the  fortunate  coincidence  of 
accident,  as  much  as  by  the  exertions  of  wis- 
dom and  virtue,  our  condition  had  been  slowly 
and  progressively  ameliorated — our  civil  pow  er 
had  been  tempered  and  moderated,  and  our 
religion  purified  and  tefbrmed;  the  condition 
ot  civil  life  had  chanjed  and  bettered  under 
their  iuduence,  and  the  country  had  started 
up  even  amid  revolution  with  superior  secu- 
rity and  illustration. 

♦  rrfitlcmcn,  these  reflections  were  not 
uurely  the  silent,  but  the  avowed  expressions 
of  some  of  the  first  persons  in  England,  on 
the  fir-?l  burst  of  the  French  rrvnlution  ;  and, 
I  verdy  believe,  the  same  sensations  diffused 
thomselvee  widely  Ihrouj^hout  the  kingdom ; 
but,  very  unfortunately  tor  France,  for  Eng- 
kud,  lor  Europe,  and  for  humanity,  this  sen- 
sation, the  natural  result  of  freedom  and  in- 
dependence, was  not  universally  felt;— very 
untbrtunalclv,  lUc  powers  of  i'urupe  would 
nul  yield  tu  au  uidependeut  nation  tiic  com> 
mon  right  of  judging  for  itself  in  its  own  con- 
cerns, nor  in  prudence  leave  to  it  the  good 
and  evil  of  its  own  aovenunent.— All  Europe 
c<Nnbined  against  France,  and  levied  war 
aiiin>t  her  infant  c(tnhlitution. — The  despots 
ol  the  earth,  %vith  whom  the  kiug  of  Great 
Britain  had  no  cooimon  interest,  trembling 
for  their  own  rotten  institutions,  and  looking 
lo  the  wrongs  and  sufI»  rM)'js  of  their  5ubject!<, 
drew  the  sv^ord  was  natural  tor  despotism 
to  draw  it)  to  dispute  the  right  of  a  people  to 
r!i:;fi~<  their  ancient  institutions. — This  very 
cuiiti  ination  naturally  assimilated  with  the 
|)ati  loti^m  of  France  the  fMidilfc  spirit  of  Eng- 
land, since  (iiiruwn  Revolution  was  bupportfd 
upou  no  other  foundation  than  the  principle 
which  was  not  only  domed,  but  was  by  vio- 
lence to  be  cxteritiinated  ;  and  many  per- 
sons, therefore,  notoriously  attarhrd  to  the 
British  govcriuueot,  e:ibpiebscd  their  r^proba- 


chosen?  Did  it  follow,  because  men,  living 
under  the  ^vemment  of  this  free  countiy* 
condemned  and  reprobated  the  danfcrous 
{ueceuciiii  oi  suffering  the  liberty  of  any  n^ 
lion  to  be  overborne  by  foreign  foree->did  it 
follow  from  thence  that  they  were  resolved 
to  change  for  the  accidental  and  untried  con- 
dition of  France  the  ancient  and  tried  eon* 
stitution  of  our  own  country  ?— I  feel  within 
myself  that  I  can  rejoice,  as  I  do  rejoice,  in 
the  liberQr  of  France,  without  meaning  to 
surrender  my  own,  which,  though  prolficted 
by  other  forms,  and  growing  o  jt  of  far  more 
fortunate  conjunctures,  stands  u|H>n  the  same 
t)a8i8»  of  the  right  of  a  people  tu  change  their 
government  and  br  tree.  Can  any  man  ia 
Endand  deny  this?— Yes,  Gentlemen,  AUw 
Burke  has  denied  it ;  and  that  denbl  was  tb« 
origin  of  Mr.  Paine's  book. — Mr.  Burke  de- 
nied positively  and  m  TERMS — that  France 
had  any  right  to  cliange  her  own  govern- 
ment, and  even  took  up  tlic  cudgels  for  all 
the  despots  of  F.urope,  who,  at  the  very  time 
were  levying  a  barbarous^  scandalous,  and  op* 
pressive  war,  to  maintain  the  tame  piopou* 
tion  by  the  sword. 

This  work  brought  forward  again,  aAer  a 
long  silence,  Ma.  TaoMAS  Paive,  who  waa 
indeed  a  republican  beyond  all  question,  but 
who  had  become  so  in  consequence  of  the 
same  corrupt  and  scandalous  atlemt»t  to  beat 
down  by  force  the  liberties  of  a  nation; — he 
became  a  republican  in  consequence  of  the 
similar  and  lamentable  contest  between  Great 
Britain  and  America ;  and  it  is  rather  a  curi- 
ous circumstance,  that  tui-;  very 
UrnxE,  who  coni>ider»  Mr.  I'aiue  a:s  a  man 
nut  to  be  reasoned  with,  but  only  to  be  an« 
swered  by  crimiiKil  justice,  uiuf  who  con- 
demns as  a  Iraitoi  every  man  who  attempts 
to  name  him,— nmssLF  expressed  his  appro- 
bation  of  the  very  same  doctrines  publiilied 
by  Mr.  Paine,  when  .Mr  Uurke  himself  was 
pleading  the  cause  of  a  uation  delcrmiued  to  be 
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fi«e ;  im  the  esmfcof  n  foreign  nation  wliich 

had  always  been  inriependent,  but  the  cause 
of  colonic!  America,  in  of»  n  war  and  rebel- 
iton  against  lUe  crown  aud  parliament  of 
OrevtSritain.  Mr.  Patnc,  during  the  same 
cri^^,  wrote  his  book  called  CdirTTion  Sense, 
addressed  to  the  4inericims  in  arms  against 
England,  exeitinf  them  to  throw  off  the  yoke 

of  t'lC  mo".in-_r{,;intrv,  an:1  to  declare  thcir 

iodepeudencc. — GcuUemeu,  Irum  having  de> 
frade^  Mi:,  Ptinc  upon  his  trial  for  writing  his 
later  work,  •  which  Mr.  Tooke  is  accused  of 
having  approved,  1  am,  of  course,  intimately 
acquainted  with  its  tontcuts,  and  with  those 
«f  ait  former  wriUngs ;  and  I  take  upon  me 
to  «ay,  that  every  oncnsive  topic  ngninst  mo- 
narchy, and  all  the  princiules  of  the  Rights  of 
Ifan,  now  regardea  with  such  horror,  are 
subsiantiatly,  and  in  many  instances  almost 
Terfoatim.  to  be  found  in  the  formerpublica- 
Hod.  When  Mr.  Paine  wrote  his  Com  mon 
Sense,  acts  of  parliament  had  declared  Ame- 
rica to  be  in  n  slate  of  rebellion,  and  England 
was  exerting  evtry  ivcrve  tu  subdue  her;  yet, 
at  that  moment  Mr.  Burke,  not  in  his  place 
in  pnfltament,  uhcre  hh  word^  are  not  lu  be 
quetitioned,  but  in  a  naraphlct  publicly  tir. 
colafH,  speaks  of  this  txiok.  Common  Sense, 
by  nanac,  noti'  the  powerful  t fleet  it  had 
upou  the  ramd  cf  ^Vmcrica,  in  bringing  them 
tip  to  emancipation,  and  acknowledges,  that 
j:  the  facts  assumed  by  the  author  were  true, 
his  rcdsonings  were  unanswerable.*  In  the 
said  pamphlet,  scvc:  1  parts  of  which  I  stated 
to  the  furroer  jury,  he  declared,  that  he  felt 
every  victory  obtained  by  the  kin:^'s  arms 
against  America  :is  a  blow*  upon  hii  heart ; — 
be  disdaimed  alt  triumph  in  the  slaughter 
and  captivity  of  n  imcs  which  had  been  fa- 
miliar to  iiim  from  his  infancy ;  and,  with  all 
the  splendour  of  his  elonnence,  expressed  his 
horror  lh.it  they  had  fallen  under  the  hands 
of  slran;:er'-,  whose  barbarous  appellations  lie 
scarcely  knew  how  to  pronounce.  Gentle- 
men, I  am  not  censuring  Mr.  Burke  for  these 
thing's ;  so  far  from  it,  Oiat  thoy  snnctify  his 
character  with  me,  and  ever  prevent  me  from 
appniachine  him  but  with  respect.  But 
I^t  lis,  at  least,  have  equal  Justice.  Wtiiie 
these  wntingii  continue  the  object  of  admira- 
tion, and  then-  author  is  held  forth  as  the 
chrinnpion  of  our  constitution,  let  not  l\Ir. 
Tooke  stand  a  prisoner  at  the  far  of  the  Old 
B-\ilpv  for  havin/r,  in  time  ut  prufuund  peace 
with  t'rance,  and  when  every  speech  from  the 
British  throne  brt  .'.thrd  nothing  but  its  con- 
tinuance, expressed  oni^'  the  same  detestation 
of  the  exertions  of  foreign  despotism  against 
freecroin,  whicfi  the  other  did  not  scrujile,  in 
a  simitar  cause,  and  m  the  time  of  open  war, 
10  extend  to  the  exertions  of  his  country. 

To  expose  farther  the  extreme  absurdity 
of  this  accusation,  ifUbe  possible  5uther  to 

•  See  the  trial,  mai.  Vol.  2«,  p.  357. 

t  Letter  to  th*"  ShcrifTs  of  Bristol,  Burke's 

Works,  \  1,1.  y,  p.  lua,  8vo.  ed.  oi  IttOl. 
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expose  it,  let  me  suppose  that  we  were  a^ain 

at  peace  with  France,  while  the  other  nations 
who  arc  now  our  allies  should  continue  to 
prosecute  the  war : — would  it  then  be  criminal  / 
to  congratulate  France  upon  her  suoeesses 
agrainsl  them?  When  that  time  arrives, 
might  I  not  honestly  wish  the  triumph  ot 
Uie  Fkench  arms?  and  might  I  not  lawfully 
express  that  wish?  I  know  certainly  iliat  I 
might,  and  I  know,  also,  that  1  would. — I 
observe  that  this  sentiment  seems  ahold  ones 
but  who  is  i  rep^rcd  to  tell  me  that  I  sh^ 
not?  I  WILL  asi'Crt  the  Ireedora  of  an  Eng- 
lishman; I  WILL  maintain  the  dignity  of 
man ;  I  will  vindicate  and  glory  in  ti:c  prin- 
ciples which  raised  ihi";  coimtry  to  her  pre- 
eminence among  Ihc  nations  of  the  earth; 
and  as  she  shone  the  brieht  star  of  the  morn- 
ing, to  shed  the  li^hl  of  liberty  upon  natii  ns 
which  now  enjoy  it,  so  may  bhe  continue  m 
her  radima  tphere^  to  revive  the  ancient  pri- 
vileges of  the  world,  wliich  have  been  lost, 
and  still  t©  bring  them  forward  to  lon;;i)es 
and  people  who  have  never  ycl  known  ttiern 
in  the  myslerituis  progression  of  things  I 

It  was  the  driiitil  of  tlic-e  riLi'ils  of  men, 
which  En^li.slnneii  liad  been  ihc  lirst  to  as- 
sert, that  provoked  Mr.  Paine  to  write  hts 
book  np  MiTtlie  French  Revtiltilion,  hut  wliicli 
was  wrillcii  when  we  were  not  only  at  pe^cc 
with  France,  but  when  she  was  holding  out 
Ihv  nrms  of  friendship  to  embrace  us.  We 
have  subpoenaed  the  officer  of  the  IIon?c  of 
Lords  to  attend  with  the  correspondence  be- 
tween lord  Grcnville  and  Mr.  Chauvelin, 
lent;,  lon^  after  that  period,  in  which  you 
will  fmd  an  uhsulule  (lenial  of  enmity,  and 
professions  of  peace  and  friendship,  the  sin* 
ccrity  of  wliich  tleclaraliuns  had  been  tmi- 
formly  experienced  by  our  couutrymcn  in 
France,  who  had  been  received  with  aSection, 
cordi.ility,  and  respect.  I  admit  that  the  work 
of  I'ame  contained  at  the  same  time  ^Irunsr 
and  coarse  reflections  against  the  systt  ui  <if 
the  BriUsb  government;  hut  Mr.  Tooke  nut 
only  disapprovc<l  of  tliosc  parts  of  iho  hook, 
but  expre&sed  his  disapprobation  of  tiiem  to 
the  author;  he  repeatedly  argued  with  him 
the  merits  of  our  gyvernmont,  and  told  him 
plainly  that  be  had  dl^hgured  hi:*  work  by 
the  passages  which  appliMl  to  England,  and 
which  were  afterwards  >f  h;ctcd  for  prosecu- 
tion. •  Is  it  fair  to  pronounce,  then,  a:;ainst 
the  whole  tenor  of  life  and  cunvcrsalion,  that 
Mr.  Tooke  approved  of  the  destruction  of 
monarchy,  because  he  promuled  the  circula- 
tion of  a  book,  ninc-tentits  of  which  was 
wholly  collateral  to  the  subject,  and  which 
contained  important  and  valuable  truths, 
consistent  with,  and  even  teudinf  to  its  pre- 
servation ?  Only  twelve  pages  of  Mr.  Paine's 
book  were  ever  selected  as  inimical  to  the 
constitution,  whlhl  above  two  hundred  con- 
tain redeclious  which,  if  properly  altended  to, 
miuht  secure  it  from  tne  vtty  attack  he 
inaKcs  upon  it  in  the  rest. 

•  See  the  note  in  p.  lis  of  this  Volume. 
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Let  us  try  Mr.  LUirkc's  work  by  the  same 
test. — ^Though  1  have  no  doubt  it  was  written 
with  SB  honest  intention,  yet  it  contains,  in 
roy  mind,  a  dangerous  priiuiple,  destructive 
of  British  liberty-*— What  then?  Ought  I  to 
seek  its  suppression?  Ought  I  to  pronounce 
him  to  be  criminal  wlio  promotes  its  circula- 
tion ?  So  far  from  it,  that  I  shall  take  care  to 
put  it  into  the  hands  of  those  whose  princi- 
pks  are  left  to  roy  formation. — I  shall  take 
care  that  they  have  tlic  advantage  of  doing, 
in  the  regular  progression  of  youthful  study, 
what  I  have  done  even  in  the  short  intervals 
of  bborious  life; — that  they  shall  transcribe 
with  their  own  bands  from  all  the  works  of 
this  most  eitraordinary  person,  and  from  the 
lasl,  amoni;  the  rest,  the  sijiindesi  truths  of 
religion, — the  justest  principles  of  morals,  in- 
culoited  and  renderea  delightful  by  the  most 
sublime  eloquence,— the  highest  reach  of  phi- 
losophy brought  down  to  the  level  of  common 
minds,  by  the  most  captivatmg  taste, — the 
most  enlightened  observations  on  history, 
and  the  most  copicns  roUection  of  tisefut 
mauras,  from  the  experience  of  common  life. 
All  this  they  shsJl  do,  and  separate  for  them- 
selves  tlie  guod  from  llie  evil,  taking  the  one 
as  far  more  than  a  counterpoise  to  the  other. 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  Tooke  had  an  additional 
and  a  generous  motive  for  appearing  to  be 
the  supporter  of  Mr.  Paine — Ine  constitution 
was  wounded  thnmgU  his  sides — I  blush,  as  a 
Briton,  to  recollect,  that  a  cootpiracv  was 
formed  atnnng  tJu-  fn^hesl  orders,  u>  tfrprive 
this  man  of  a  British  trial. — This  ii»  the  clue 
to  Mr.  Tooke's  conduct^  and  to  which,  if  there 
shoul  !  hv  no  other  witness,  I  will  step  fur- 
ward  to  be  examined — assert  that  there  was 
a  conspiracy  to  shut  out  Mr.  Paine  from  the 
privilege  of  being  defended:  he  was  to  be 
deprived  of  counsel ;  and  I,  who  now  speak 
to  you  was  threatened  with  the  loss  of  othce, 
if  I  appeared  as  his  advocate-^I  was  told,  in 
plain  terms,  thiit  I  must  not  defend  Mr.  Paine 
— I  dill  dtJcud  him,  and  I  did  lose  iiiv  office.  • 
It  was  upon  this  occasion  that  Mr.  Tooke 
interfered — Mr.  I'uine  wa';  not  in  circtim- 
slances  to  support  the  expense  of  his  trial, 
and  Mr.  Tooke  became  a  subscriber  to  his 
defence,  though  he  differed  from  him,  as  I 
have  told  ynn,  in  the  application  of  his  prin- 
ciples lu  the  Briti<^h  government,  and  had 
both  publicly  and  privately  expressed  that 
difference.  That  Mr.  Tooke's  approbation  of 
Mr.  Paine's  work,  and  of  the  French  llevo- 
lution,  were  founded  upon  no  disgust  to  our 
own  ronslitulion,  was  miinit"r^t(  d  m  the  most 
public  mauner,  at  the  very  same  period.  A 
meeting  was  held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor, 


•  When  Paine  was  brought  to  trial,  lord 
Erskine  (then  Mr.  l.rskine)  was  attorney-ge- 
neral to  the  I'lime  of  Wales,  and  was  re- 
moved; I'tit  Uoy.tl  IIij.;!ine*s  .ifterwards 
appointed  him  tiis  cliancellur,  which  othce  he 
held  dll  he  received  the  Great  Seal  from  the 
King.  M^Hor  ^  Enkuu^t  Spetdki, 


I  not  rn]]p<^  by  Mr.  Tooke,  but  at  which  he  wa» 
prestnl,  to  celebrate  the  first  anniversarv  of 
the  French  Revolution,  where  a  noble  lord 
(carl  Stanhope^  was  in  the  c  h  tir,  and  a  mo- 
tion was  made,  "  That  this  mcetins  does 
most  cordially  rejoice  in  the  establishmeot 

k  and  confirmation  uf  liberty  in  I  r.ince,  and 
that  it  beholds,  with  peculiar  i»utiii faction,  the 
sentiments  of  amity  and  good-wilt  which  ap- 
pear to  pervade  the  people  of  that  country 
towards  this,  especially  at  a  tinu-  w  hcu  it  is 
the  manifest  interest"  (a$  God  knms  U  tsj 
"  of  both  states,  that  nothing  should  interrupt 
the  luiriiiuny  between  tiiem,  whitl^  is  -,0  es- 
sential to  the  freedom  and  lianpiness,  not 
only  of  both  nations,  but  of  all  nianlond." 
Mr.  Home  Tooke— and  I  do  not  think,  after 
I  have  read  this,  that  1  shall  be  suflered  to  go 
on  making  any  more  remaiks  on  this  part  of 
thesutyect,  hoc msr  it  is  a  key  of  the  whole — 
Mr.  Horne  Tooke  begjjed  that  the  hononrahJe 

gentleman,  who  was  the  mover,  wuuid  add  to 
is  motion,  some  qualifying  clause,  to  guaid 
ajgainst  misunderstanding  and  niisreprcscnt.i- 
tion ; — that  there  was  a  very  wide  Uiifereace 
between  England  and  France;  that  thestate> 
vessel  of  France  h  id  been  not  only  t(  nipest- 
beaten,  and  shattered,  but  absolutely  bulged  ; 
whereas,  in  England,  we  had  a  noble,  stately, 
and  sound  vcs!>el,  sailing  prosperously  upoa 
the  liosom  of  the  ocean  ;  tint  it  was  true, 
atter  a  long  course,  she  might,  upuu  examina- 
tion, appear  somewhat  ibul  at  the  boii u  m ,  and 
require  some  necessary  repairs,  bnt  tli;it  her 
main  timbers  were  all  sound. — lie  therefore 
requested,  that  there  should  be  an  addition  to 
the  motion, but  that,  iflliat  addition  was  not 
made,  he  should  move  it  huuseif— accord- 
ingly, he  did  move  in  public,  "  thai  this 
meeting  feci  equal  satisfaction,  that  the  peo* 
'  pic  of  England,  by  the  virtuotis  excrfjnns  of 
tlicir  ancestors,  have  nut  so  hard  a  laak  tu 
perform  as  the  French  arc  engaged  in,  but 
nave  only  to  maintain  and  imprm  r  tlie  con- 
slitutioQ  which  their  ancestors  have  trans- 
mitted to  them." — When  Mr.  Tooke  moved 
thi>  amendment,  he  tlid  it  in  Tiir  r  v  i  or 
THE  WHOLE  COUNTRY,  and  published  of  course, 
to  all  mankind,  those  opinions,  which  I  will 
prove  to  have  1»»  on  uniformly  his — if  indeed 
It  is  necessary  lo  prove  them,  when  the  at- 
torncy-gcner;il  lias  Ijcen  so  liberally  wasting 
his  sirt  ngth  in  proving  them,  for  the  lasi 
three  dav><,  Mr.  Tnuk* ,  when  be  proposed 
this  motion,  was  acting  upon  the  ordinary 
principle  of  his  life,  which,  for  his  own  satis* 
faction,  rather  than  for  yours,  T  shall  prove 
from  year  to  year.— I  will  take  him  up  in 
the  year  1780,  and  bring  him  down  to  the 
very  time  when  he  comes  to  your  bar,  and 
show  that  he  has  ever  been  stedfast  in  favour 
of  the  pure,  uncurruptcd  constitution  of 
Great  Britain,  but  a  mortal  enemy  to  its  abuiet* 
Th\~-  disposition  is  so  far  from  boiiii;  dan- 
gerous to  public  tranquillity,  that  it  is  its 
aureat  and  its  best  aupporL  would  you  pro- 
vent  the  infection  or  Fkencb  guvefnmeol 
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fton  KAching  this  country,  give  to  the  people 

the  practical  blessings  of  their  own  Tt  is 
Impossible  to  sulxlue  the  human  mind  by 
ndring  wtracaiiist  opinions ;  it  may  succeed 
ibr  a  season,  but  the  end  Ihereof  i"?  death: 
^liitun  has  truly  said,*  that  a  torbiilden  book 
is  a  spark  of  truth  thtt  flies  up  in  the  face  of 
liim  who  seeks  to  tread  it  out;  and  that  a 
goveromeot  which  seeks  its  safety  in  the 
suppression  of  the  press  by  sanguinary  pe- 
BaJties,  is  like  the  zentlctnan  who  heightened 
the  wal!  of  his  p;irk  Xo  keep  out  the  cro\v«  — 
the  bumaii  niind  cuiuiot  be  in)prisoned;  il 
inpaaami  and  immortal:  refomi,  tiierefore, 
the  abuses  which  obscure  the  constiliition, 
and  I  will  answer  for  its  safety.  Above  all 
•Iher  things,  let  men  feel  and  enjoy  the  im- 

¥irti  ;!  prolcclion  of  mild  and  equal  laws, 
hanks  be  to  God,  we  have  laVeJy  felt  and 
enjoyed  them  in  this  place,  and  our  constitu- 
tion stands  the  firmer  from  the  event;  whilst 
in  other  countries,  at  the  same  moment,  the 
dotiitnion  of  ocrsccution  and  terror  has  luadc 
levolution  follow  upon  revolution,  and  filled 
tl»c  earth  with  blood  tuid  desolation. 

Gentlemen,  1  will  now  lay  before  you  Mr. 
TMrire's  political  sentiments  when  they  could 
not  p<>«ii>ibly  be  written  to  serve  a  purpo?>c ; 
and  I  hope  his  lordship  will  permit  Mr.  Gibbs 
1ft  read  them,  as  my  ▼oice  and  strength  begin 
to  ikil  me. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Eijre. — Whnt  is  it? 
Mr.  Krskitie. — A  piece  ot  <  \  ul'  ticc  I  have 
to  offer,    f  am  too  much  exlKiu^t-  d  lo  read  it. 

Lord  rt,i(  f  .Tii-Jico  Kajre. — It*  \ou  wish  to 
refresh  vourseif,  .sit  down ;  we  will  wait  pa* 
lacQtly but  we  should  know  what  it  is. 

Mr  Erskine. — I  have  nearly  finished.  It 
ii  a  letter  written  to  lord  Ashburton,  who 
fennerly,  your  lordship  knows,  was  the  cele- 
brated Mr.  Dunning,  who  was  engaged  in  a 
reform  ot  parliament;  and  Mr.  MorneTookr 
wrote  lliis  letter  tu  him  u|h>q  the  subject  ut 
ftrliamentary  reform,  in  the  year  1789. 

(Ur.  Gibbs  here  read  the  foltowing  Bxtract :] 

*■  By  the  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons  on 

Tuesday  parliament,  it  seems,  do  not  yet 
think  It  necessary  to  take  into  consideration 
the  tiato  of  representation  in  this  ootmtry. 
However,  my  lord,  notwitlistaiidingthat  vote, 

lam  fstilt  Mtn^iinc  <  nough  to  believe,  that 
vt  are  at  the  eve  of  a  peacclul  revolution, 
more  important  than  any  which  has  happened 
siiKT  thr-  ^-ottlcment  (if  our  Saxon  anrr><.t»  rs  in 
tiiisi  couulry  ;  and  which  wili  cunvt  y  down 
toendlesfi  posterity  all  the  blessings  of  which 
political  sorietv  i>>  capable. 

**  My  lord,  ray  capcctations  are  greatly 
mscd,  instead  of  being  depressed,  by  the 
objections  which  were  urged  a^Mnst  Mr.  Pitt's 
awtion.  P 

**One  gentleman  says,  *  He  cannot  tec  ant^ 
'  good  jmrpme  the  awhoa  mmlli  mtwer ;  fir  tf 
*vo'i!d  Ti.ir  f>n't  ".jrr-r:"?7rr..^  Tcilh  a  ship,  a 

T    *  SeeVoLSS.p.440, 
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'  mak,  or  a  guinea,  tomardt  carrying  on  th6 
'  v  ar  uith  vtpaftr,  or  tmrards  entabUihing  that 
'  much-uishedj'ur  object,  peace.' 

"  My  lord,'  I  hope  toe  measure  will  be 
made  lo  produce  to  government  boili  ^fupa^ 
and  men,  and  guineas.  For  they  would  be 
very  poor  politidans,  indeed,  who  couM  not 
in  one  measure  comprehend  many  purposes : 
and  still  poorer,  who  should  miss  the  presenc 
opportunity  of  ^rfitaining,  by  this  one  mea-« 
sure  of  terorm,  ereiy  d«u«blo  olgcct  of  iba 

state. 

"  Another  gentleman  apprehends  thai '  no- 
'  thing  leu  than  giving  every  man  in  the  king* 
*  domavote  rcouht  give,  univtrsal  satisfaction. 

"  My  lord,  I  trust  that  there  are  very  few  per" 
Mitfftn  the  kingdom  vAtf  disfirs  so  improper  «iuf 
impracticable  a  vicasurc.  But,  if  there  n  ere 
uiany,  the  wisdom  of'  parliament  teould  correct 
their  planf  and  the  toireeted  would  be  well 
pleased  at  the  correction. 

"  My  lord,  I  '^hal!  not  waste  a  word  to  show 
ihc  necessity  ul  a  leiurm  in  the  representation 
of  this  country.  I  shall  only  oonhidcr  the 
mode  of  reform  ;  and  endeavour  to  show  that 
it  is  not  difficult  to  embrace  every  interest  in 
the  state,  and  to  satisfy  well-mean  men 
of  every  description.  To  this  end  I  am  com- 
pelled iirst  to  remove  the  prejudices,  and,  in- 
deed, jutt  objections,  which  some  persons  en-* 
tcrtain  to  all  the  modes  of  reform  which  have 
hitherto  been  recommended. 

"  My  virtuous  and  inestimable  friend, 
major  Cartwright,  is  a  zealous  and  an  able 
advocate  for  Cftta^  and  vntx-rr-'al  rrprc«;cnta- 
tion ;  that  is,  for  an  ci^uiU  and  univemal  share 
of  every  man  in  the  government.  My  lord, 
I  conceive  hi-^  :ir  Mtnn  nt  t  i  lie  this:  every 
man  has  an  equal  right  lo  freedom  and  sccu« 
rity.  No  man  can  be  free  who  has  not  a 
voice  in  the  framing  of  iiw^t  law  s  by  which 
he  is  to  be  governed.  He  who  is  not  repre- 
sented has  not  this  voice;  therefore,  every 
man  has  an  equal  right  to  representation,  or 
to  a  share  in  the  fjovernment.  His  final  con- 
clusion is,  that  every  man  ha:*  a  right  to  an 
equal  share  in  representation. 

"  Now,  my  lord,  I  conceive  the  error  to  lie 
chiefly  to  the  conclusion.  Tor  there  is  a  vciy 
great  diflTerence  between  having  an  equai 
rifiht  to  a  share,  and  a  right  to  an  equal  share. 
An  estate  maybe  devised  by  will  amongst 
many  persons  in  difterent  proportions;  to  one 
five  pounds,  to  another  five  hundred,  6ic. : 
each  perwn  will  have  an  eqtial  rio;ht  to  his 
share,  but  not  a  right  to  an  equal  stiare. 

*'  This  principle  is  fivther  attempted  to  be 
enforced  by  an  as-^ertion,  that  •  the  all  of  one 
'  man  is  as  dear  to  him  as  the  ail  of  another 
'  man  is  to  that  other.'  But,  my  lord,  this 
maxim  will  not  hold  by  any  means;  for  a 
.small  all  is  not,  fur  very  good  reasc^ns,  so  dear 
as  a  great  all.  A  small  ail  may  tic  iu«t,  and 
easily  regained  ;  it  may  very  olten,  and  witit 
great  wisdom,  be  risked  for  the  chance  of  % 
greater;  it  may  be  so  small  as  to  be  little  or 
un  at  allw«flhd«Gnidi0g  or  caring  fbr,  iM 
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to  qui  Monam  perdidit.  But  a  large  all  can 
mner  he  reetnertd;  it  kw  been  amatringund 

aicrotiutoting^  ptrhapn,  from  fut fur  lo  son  for 
mnny  generalions  ;  or  it  has  been  the  product 


and  allhough  I  koew  the  dispositioa  of  mj 
honourable  and  learned  friends  to  have  left  ne 

at  home,  till  the  season  arrived  fur  the  defence 
of  the  prisoner,  yel  amid  the  chao8  of  matter 


i>f  a  long  life  of  industry  and  talent*  ;  or  the  \  which  the  fulfilmentof  thcirdutyobligcd  them 
coRMyiieiure  ^  iomt  cwcumstame  which  mil  »  ■.        -li-  r  _ 

ftrvfr  return.  I^rit  F  am  ^itire  I  need  not  dwell 
upon  this,  witiHuii  placing  the  extremes  ul 
Ibrlone  in  array  against  each  other ;  every 
man  whohc  all  lia^  varied  al  diSerent  periods 
of  his  life,  can  speak  tor  himself,  aiid  sa^ 
tvhether  the  dcaraess  in  which  be  held  these 
different  all«,  was  equ.d.  The  lowest  onltr  of 
men  consume  their  all  dail^,  a«  bai  a»  Xhey 
acquire  it. 

**  My  lord,  justice  and  policy  require  that 
benefit  and  burthen,  that  the  share  of  power 
and  the  share  of  contribution  to  tiiat  power, 
shuidd  be  as  neaflv  proportioned  as  p««siblt. 
If  aristocracy  will  liave  all  power,  they  are 
tyrants  and  Uiijust  to  the  people,  because  aris- 
tocracy alone  does  not  bear  the  whole  btir- 
IIk  h.  If  the  smallest  individual  of  the  people 
contends  to  be  equal  m  power  to  the  greatest 
individual,  he  too  is  in  his  turn  ui\just  in  bis 
demands ;  for  his  buitben  and  ooMribailion 
are  not  equal. 

**  liilhcrtu,  iny  lord,  I  have  only  argued 
against  \he  equoUti/  ;  I  shall  now  venture  to 
speak  ag  linsi  the  univenulit n  t^f  representa- 
tion, or  ot  a  share  in  Uiegovcrumeut ;  fur  the 
terms  araoimt  to  the  same. 

"  Freedom  and  security  ought  surely  to  Tjo 
equal  and  universal.  But,  my  lord,  1  am  not 
at  all  backward  to  contend  that  some  of  the 
members  uf  a  society  tnajr  be  /re«  and  aeeure^ 

ithotit  having  a  snare  in  the  government. 
The  iiappiucss,  and  Ireedoin,  and  security  of 
the  whole,  may  even  be  advanced  by  the  ex- 
clusion of  ?.amc,  not  from  freedom  and  secu- 
rity, but  from  a  snare  in  the  government." 

jilr.  frtMife.'These  are  Mr.  Tooke*8  sen- 
timents,  and  tlicy  speak  for  iheniselves,  with- 
out any  cummeutar^'.  It  is  very  fortunate  for 
ine,  therefore,  as  well  as  for  the  unfortunate 


to  lay  before  you,  it  was  impossible  for  them 
to  know,  wjtllin  even  hours,  the  time  I  should 
be  wiinted.  1  hope,  however,  that  amidftt 
all  these  pressures  I  have  been  able  to  lay  be> 
fore  yotj  sufficient  information  for  the  dis- 
charge of  your  duty  to  the  prisoner  and  to  tbo 
public^The  matter  for  your  consideration 
being  a  mere  matter  of  fact — Has  the  prisoner 
ttt  the  bar  conspiredy  with  others^  to  depote  the 
kingf  and  to  subvert  by  force  the  government  of 
the  kingdum  9 

The  sentiments  of  ^!r.  Tookc  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  our  excellent  goverument,  which  i»y 
learned  friend,  Mr.  Gibbs,  has  just  read  to 
yoiT,  wnul  l  in  themselves  be  sulbcient  to  ex- 

Euse  the  talsehood  of  the  charge.  The  pub- 
cation  cannot  be  considered  as  a  preteit,  be- 
cause  they  have  ever  been  urrtformly  supported 
by  his  conduct. — One  of  the  most  honourable 
men  in  this  country  now  present,  will  prove 
to  you  that  he  acted  upon  thoe  principles  at 
the  tim'>  puMishcd  thcm,  and  olVcrcd  all 
his  iiiiliitiicc  and  exertions  to  promote  Mr. 
Pitt's  plan,  which  was  then  in  agitation;  and 
I  wifl  lead  him  on  in  your  view,  day  by  da^, 
from  that  jieriod  till  within  a  R>rtoight  of  his 
apprehennon  for  this  roppoeed  treason.  Mr. 
Francis,  a  most  honourable  nicmber  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  one  of  the  society 
called  the  Friends  of  the  People,  having  sug- 


gested a  plan  fur  the  relonn  of  parliament, 
which  appeared  to  liim  to  be  nv  t'*  r  ite  :ind 
reasonable^  applied  lu  Mr.  Tooke,  wiio  was 
then  supposed  to  be  plotting  the  destruction 
of  his  cniMiirv,  to  give  Idm  his  assistancc^upoiL 
it.  Mr.  iookc's  answer  was  this — Oae>uUiy 
or  one  tenth,  nay  one  twentieth  put  of  what 
you  areaskiui;,  would  be  a  solid  bcnefil,  and  I 
will  give  It  my  support."  Mr.  Francis  will 
tell  you  this  upon  his  oath,  and  he  will  add 
gentleman  whom  I  represent,  that  the  subject  j  what  he  has  told  me  repcatedlyin  priv  tt.  ,  that 


of  his  defence  is  almu^i  e^hausted,  ber^ii  ^  I 
myself  am  entirely  so ;  aud  surely  thai  en  c  tua- 
alance  must  present  in  the  strongest  colours  to 
men  of  your  justice  and  discernment,  the  fatal 


he  grew  in  his  esteem  from  the  candid  and 
explicit  manner  in  which  ho  ntade  this  decla- 
ration. Mr.  Sli  irpe  has  also  proved,  that  at 
Ihc  vcrv  time  when       thi»»  scene  of  "uilt  is 


precedent  of  Mieh  a  trial ;  since,  if  I  were  even  ,  imputed,  Mr.  'l  ooke  was  uniformly  maintain- 
capable  of  grasping  in  iny  mind  more  matter  ;  ing  the  same  sentiments  in  the  most  unre- 

ihan  the  greatest  reach  of  human  thought  and  I  served  confidence  of  private  friendship.  I 


memory  could  comprehend,  the  bodily  strength 
of  the  strongest  man  would  sink  under  the 

delivery. 

I  have  been  placed  here,  as  you  know,  in  a 
most  arduous  and  auxiouii  sittiation  for  niauy 
days  during  the  late  trial I  have  had  no  op- 
portunity of  rest  ill  the  interval, but  have  been 
called  incessantly  to  the  other  labours  of  my 
profession,  and  am  now  brought  back  again  to 
the  ^l  ike  without  the  rcfreslunent  which  na- 
ture requires,  for  it  must  be  a  dishonest  mind 
which  could  feel  the  tranquillity  necessary  for 
its  reception;  1  came  into  court  this  morning 
peifocUy  Mibdued  with  fitligM  and  agitaiuop^ 


could  go  on  indeed,  calling  witness  after  wit- 
ness throughout  the  wide* extended  circk  of 
all  who  have  ever  known  him,  thatn  firaa  and 
realoiis  attachment  to  the  British  government 
in  Us  uncvrrupted  state^  has  been  the  mul'orra 
and  zealous  tenor  of  his  opinions  and  conduct; 

}xt  in  the  teeth  of  this  evidence  of  a  wlioln 
ife,  you  arc  called  upon,  ou  your  oaths,  la 
shed  his  blood,  by  the  verdict  you  are  to  giva 
in  this  place.  ; 

Gentlemen,  I  cannot  conclude  without  ob- 
serving that  the  conduct  of  this  abused  and  uu- 
fortunate  gentleman,  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  lrtal|  hascorlMDlyeaiiuBd  him  lo  udmiin* 
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tjouand  respect;  I  had  undoubtedly  prepared 
nyscif  to  conduct  his  cause  in  a  mnner  totally 
dilfcrcnt  tVotii  that  which  I  liavc  pursued;  it 
vas  my  purpose  to  have  selected  those  parts 
of  the  erideoet  only  by  which  he  was  dfected, 
aud,  hy  a  ruinule  attenliuii  to  tlic  particul^ir 
entries,  to  have  separated  him  frora  the  rest.  , 
By  &uch  a  course  I  could  have  steered  his  ves- 
sel safely  out  of  the  stortn,  and  brought  her, 
•without  damage,  into  a  harbour  of  safety, 
winle  the  other  unfortunate  prisoners  were 
left  to  ride  out  this  awfiil  tempest.  But  he 
insiatpd  on  holding  out  a  rope  to  savr  the  in- 
noceot  from  danger^be  would  not  suder  his 
Menot  to  be  put  upon  the  footing  which  dis- 
cretion would  have  sugi^e^tcd.  On  the  con- 
trary, though  not  iinphcutcd  himself  in  the 
alleged  conspiracy,  he  has  charged  me  to 
WMle  and  destroy  my  strength  to  prove  that 
DO  surh  ^uilt  can  1)C  brought  hnmn  \n  f<ilicrs.  ' 
1  rejoice  in  having  been  made  tiic  iuuntil&  iii- 
itmment  of  so  much  good— my  heart  wee 
never  so  much  in  a  canse. 

You  may  see  that  I  am  tearing  myself  to 
pieces  by  exertions  beyond  my  powers — btve 
neither  voke  nor  strength  to  proceed  farther — 
I  do  not,  indeed,  desire  to  conciliate  your  fa- 
vour, nor  to  captivate  YOiir  judgments  by  elo- 
cntioo  in  the  doee  of  mydtscourM; but  I 
conclude  \hh  cause,  as  I  concluded  the  for- 
mer,  by  nupioring  thai  you  inay  be  enlight- 
e«ed|by  that  Power  vAiiah  can  alone  tmerringly 
direct  the  human  mind  ia  the  pnrsuii  of  touth 
and  justice. 

[It  being  now  near  nine  o'clock  at  night, 
the  Court  adjourned  to  to-morrow  murn- 
is^aioeo'dock.] 


Sanom  Hou$e  in  the  Old  BaiifM,  T/iur$deti. 

tk€«Hh. 


PaesENT, 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre,  Lord  Onef  Btron 
Maodonald,  Mr.  Baron  Ilotbam,  Mr.  Justice 
Gro^e,  Mr.  Justice  T^wrenc^  and  others, 

his  Majesty's  Justices,  &c. 

John  Home  ioake  set  to  the  bar. 

EviOEKCB  FOR  THE  DEFENDANT. 

Major  Carlmright  6worn. — £jiamincd  by 
Mr.  Mntunt, 

Arc  you  a  member  of  the  Conslttutional 
fioeiety,  whose  procecdinprv  have  been  ex- 
atninnl  in  this  rourl? — (H  il  c  Society  for 
Couitttiuliotmi  Iniorroation,  1  am. 

How  long  have  you  been  a  member  of 
that  sf^nrU  '    !  roin  its  first  io'^titiiiion. 

Bv  wiiofu  was  that  society  instituted? — I 
thhuc  doctor  Broclclesby  was  one  of  the  Arst 
mrmhors,  the  laic  doctor  J  ebb  wai  another, 
Mr.  Capel  Lutft  was  another. 

Weie  you  one  ? — I  was  one. 

What  were  the  o^ects  of  the  association  ? 
•^Tliqr  ptoposed  lo  g^vo  to  the  pnbtic  Con* 


stitutional  Informatioo,  as  expressed  in  the 
original  title  of  the  eoctety,  and  of  which  the 

members  who  composed  it  thought  llie  public 
were  very  much  in  need. 
Mr.  7VoA«.-*My  lord  chief  justice,  T  hope 

I  am  not  disorderly,  and  I  hope  the  motive 
of  my  application  to  you  will  not  be  mistaken. 
I  had  prepared  a  very  great  body  of  evidence 
before  I  knew  the  course  wliich  this  prosecu* 
tion  miglit  take     F       not  desirous  to  intro- 
duce beTbre  this  Court,  and  conso(}ucntly  be- 
fore ibe  nation*  a  great  deal  ot  evidence, 
which  I  originally  tli .  ntiht  might  po'.'-iMy  be 
necessary  for  my  dcleacc.   If  the  Court,  tlie 
piosecutor,  and  llie  jury,  should  tltinlc  it  not 
necessary  for  rue  to  go  on,  with  that  body  of 
evidence  which  I  meant  t«  produce,  I  shall 
then  be  very  well  contented  not  lo  produce  it, 
having  no  other  motive  wh.ittver,  than  to  ap* 
pear  to  do  that  which  is  hire  ly  n**cefisary  m 
iny  own  defence,  and  anxiously  wishing  that 
instead  of  losing  myself  m  the  opinion  of 
others,  or  appearing*  to  do  from  any  niottrc 
that  which  is  not  necessary,  I  may  confine 
myself  merely  aud  btrelv  to  that  which  I 
ought.    I  hope  your  lordship  will  not  mis- 
understand me,  I  cannot  «;peak  more  fully 
with  propriety  but  if  the  (Joarl,  the  prose- 
cutor, and  the  jury»  do  not  think  it  absolutely 
necessary  tlial  I  shotdd  20  into  the  evidence, 
I  am  very  wilhng  to  relinquish  it ;  and  beg  I 
may  go  Into  the  enidenee  hy  the  direction  of 
your  TunNhip. 

Ix>rd  Chief  Justice  Ejire, — ^It  does  not  ap- 
pe.ir  to  me,  Mr.  Tooke,  that  it  is  possibfe  for 
the  Court  to  say  one  word  upon  that  suhjoct : 
all  that  tlic  Cottrt  can  do  is,  when  yon  otfer  a 
head  of  evidence  to  say,  whether  in  their 
jiidgmenl4bat  head  of  evidence  ts  competent 
to  the  present  inquir}-.  If  the  pro<-ecutor 
tiiiuks  nt  to  say  any  thin^  to  you  upon  the 
subject,  that  is  cfuile  anoUier  consideration, 
hut  ihe  Court  certainly  cannot  t  i upon 
itseit  to  give  any  intimation  or  direction  in 
any  respect ;  for  my^lf,  indtvidoaily,  I  have 
no  wish  to  ntftrow  the  grounds  of  your  defence 
in  any  manner,  I  shall  wish  that  you  may  lay 
it  before  thejury,  in  the  fullest  manner,  as  far 
as  the  rules  of  law  and  of  evidence  will  permit 
you  to  do  it,  and  1  shall  think  no  time  aits- 
tpent  in  hearing  it. 

Mr.  Tbofce.-'I  aan  perfectly  aware,  and  do 
not  mean — I  know  if  I  did  mc?in,  I 'should 
cot  be  permitted — to  bring  incompetent  evi- 
dence ;  but  I  could  do  Ao  otherwise  than  ad- 
drejia  myself  to  the  Court,  perfectly  sati>ficd 
with  your  lordship's  answer;  but  niy  address 
is,  in  fact,  to  the  jiroatculer,  though  1  apply 
to  your  lordship. 

Mr,  Attorisf}/  General. — Th.il address hcini^ 
made  to  me  I  think  it  my  duty  to  Mr.  Toukc, 
to  inform  him,  that  I  speatc  at  present  un<ler 
an  impre?«!on,  that  when  the  c.i>c,  on  the 
part  of  the  prosecutor,  is  under&to<Kl,  it  has 
received  as  yet,  in  the  opening  of  his  counsel, 
no  answer;  and  I,  tln  retore,  dcsiir  that  Mr, 
Tooke  wiUuodentaiul  me  as  meauiog  to  state 
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to  the  jury,  that  I  hava  proved  the 

the  indictment. 

Mr.  Ettkine^'^Thca  we  will  go  into  the 
whole  case.   Major  Cartwright,  What  were 

ihc  objccls  of  ttmt  abj>ociatiun,  that  yuu  were 
proceeding  to  stale  i  * — The  objecu  of  that 
society  were  simply  to  give  Conslitulioual  In- 
formation to  the  public,  particularly,  and  ex* 

fircssly,  for  tlie  purpose  of  pronx'tiiv?  «  par- 
iumentary  reform  for  the  recovery  oJ  Iheir  iuht 
rights. 

Lord  Chief  Juntice  Eyre. — I  am  »orry  to 
distre&s  ouiyur  Cartwright,  but  1  do  sot  hear 
one  word. 

Major  Cartwright. — I  was  asked  the  ob- 
jects of  ilut  society,  they  were  simply,  ;!s  (-at 
a»I  know,  to  communicate  Cuii^tiiutiouai  in- 
formation to  the  public,  »ud  particularly  to 
promote  a  recovery  of  what  lliry  tlu)iiL;lit  lost 
rights,  parlicuJariy  meaning  the  right  of  re- 
presentation in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  iViAinf.— Having  staled  tliis  to  have 
Jbeeu  the  original  obtect,  aod  you  remaining 
to  this  hour,  a  member  of  that  society-Hlid 
t!ic  ^ucitty  ever,  to  your  knowledge,  change 
jiie^e  objects  sever  entertained  suchau 
idea. 

If  there  had  been  ai\v  doviatioii  in  the  so- 

cicly,  from  Its  original  objects,  was  your  at- 
tendance upon  it  such  as  that  you  conceive 
you  must  have  known  it7— For  the  last  two 

years  it  h;is  scarcely  been  in  my  power  to  at- 
tend at  all ;  but  I  was  many  years  in  the 
habit  of  attending  that  society,  and  never  did 
perceive  any  indication  whatever  of  changing 
jts  object,  or  actint;  upon  any  other  pxinaple 
than  that  upon  wiut  li  a  !»et  out. 

Did  the  society,  in  pursuing  those  objects 
which  you  have  slated  to  ii;ivc  cxibtcd,  adopt 
any  exauiple  or  auy  models  that  had  been 
set  by  other  persons  ? — In  the  out-set  of  that 
society,  I  believe  the  general  sentiment  of 
the  members  was  in  favuur  of  universal  suf- 
frage, and  annual  parllaraents— that  society 
Avas  instituted  l.cf'ore  the  duke  of  Kichmond 
brought  his  bjll  Jiito  parliamctrt,  and  be<()re 
his  publication  hu  letter  to  eulonel  Sitaf- 
nao;  the  duke's conthict*  upon  these  two  oc- 
casions, met  with  the  coocuncniee  and  appro- 
ljutiun  of  that  society. 

Was  the  duke  of  Uichmond*!  letter  to  oo- 
kiiiel  Shariu.in,  circul.tted  among  the  members 
ct  Uiat  society  ?— \'cs. 

And  did  tlie  duke's  phm,  as  stated  in  that 
letter,  receive  your  approbation  I* — That  is  a 
fact  i  cannot  positively  speak  to,  betiuisc  I 
do  not  recollect  the  particular  ciicinn^tance 
of  tho  time  when  tne  duke^a  plun  was  bo 
compufiiir  h  <l  ;  hut  I  have  no  doubt  at  all 
lhat  ever>  mciubcr  in  th4t  society,  who  was 


•  <5 


re 


■)elow  «om«'  '  It'-'^rv  :itions  up'  ri  tltc 
examination  ot  tiiu  w>tii<.!>a  m  tlie  argouiciits 
which  took  place  in  this  case  as  to  the  ad- 
tni-sihilify  uf  exUacts  from  a  letter  to  lord 
Ashburion,  which  hod  been  written  and  |mb- 
hpUfid  by  the  prisoner* 


in  the  habit  of  attending,  or  who  concerned 
himself  at  all  about  the  objects  of  lint  so- 
ciety, did  perfectly  well  know  tho  nature  of 
the  plan  of  the  duke  of  Richmond's  tnll, 
as  well  as  of  his  letter  to  colonel  Shanuan. 

Do  you  remember  the  letter  to  colonel 
Sharraan  ? — 1  have  read  it  formerly — I  pre- 
sume the  letter  braught  here  is  an  authentic 
copy  of  it. 

Mr.  Erskine. — It  has  been  proved  upon 
both  cases,  and  has  been  uotlu  nticated  upov 
oath  here  by  tin  .li:kc  of  Riclinior.d? — ite- 
specting  the  duke  of  Hichmond's  plan,  as 
contained  in  the  bill  he  brought  into  parlia- 
ment, and  in  his  letter  to  colonel  Shannun, 
I  can  speak  from  a  particular  knowledge  ol 
myself,  and  other  gentlemen,  acting  upon 
ttu»se  priadpleSy  because  I  had  the  honour  of 
many  conversations  with  duke  of  Rich- 
mond upon  the  subject,  buiii  before  and 
after  be  brought  in  his  bill,  and  wrote  that 
Utter. 

You  being  a  member  of  Uiis  Society  foe 
ConstituUonal  Informatiim,  and  continuing 

to  be  so  after  the  duke's  application  to  par- 
liament, and  ai  lcr  the  publication  of  bis  plan, 
did  you  continue  associated  to  carry  that  plan, 
as  far  as  you  could  do  it,  into  esecutioii<-^I 
ask  as  far  as  related  to  yourself,  and  your  own 
opinions? — I  continued,  and  1  believe  that 
the  society  itself  continued  to  act ;  I  cannot 
pretend  to  say,  that  the  sole  object  of  the  so- 
ciety was,  to  act  solely  and  precisely  upon  tho 
duke  of  Richmond's  plan ;  but  Uietr  great 
object  was  radical  essential  reform  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  There  was  a  consider- 
able diversity  of  opinions  in  that  society  upon 
the  prMise  plan  that  ought  to  be  adopted,  or 
that  was  most  likely  to  sticcecd ;  some  thf  night 
universal  suffrage  and  annual  parliantctit.^ 
the  true  principles  of  the  constitution :  I  was 
one  of  that  number,  and  ani  of  that  miniber 
stiU ;  but,  at  lite  same  time,  I  speak  tor  my- 
self and  other  gentlemen,  <br  whose  senti^ 
ments  I  can  an'!wer,  that  ll»e  Society  for  Con- 
stitutional Iniormation  would  have  thought 
themselves,  and  their  country,  very  happy,  if 
a  reform,  very  conuderably  short  of  that 
winch  they  conceived  to  be  real  perfection^ 
could  iiave  been  obtained. 

Would  you  have  remained,  and  would  you 
stand  up  before  me  now  remaining  a  memDer 
of  that  society,  if,  irom  all  you  know  of  it,  all 

froH  have  seen,  all  you  have  heard,  all  you 
lave  observed,  you  had  had  reason  to  believe,  or 
to  su&pcct,  that  they  meant  to  subvert  the  go- 
vernment, and  to  destroy  the  office,  and  title 
of  the  king? — I  would  have  remained  in  that 
society,  let  ihcir  objects  be  what  thev  iiiii^ht, 
but  It  would  have  been  in  order  lu  nave  re- 
moved  men  who  had  such  ol^ts. 

Did  you  ever  hear  any  person  in  tlint  so- 
cietv,  propose  to  bring  any  such  matter  to  pass  i 
— ^Neyer. 

Until  the  apprehension  of  the  unfortunate 
persons,  whose  trials  bring  us  into  this  place, 
uad  you  ever  heard  of  acy  such  dispoMtiott. 
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if.  this  socMijf— Nem  in-lb*  imlliit  fK" 

Uculta. 

Did  ever  maj  man  in  that  society  make  a 
BNftion  or  proposition,  or  iu  discourse  signify 
an  opfiiion  of  that  detc-tablc  nattirr,  to  de- 
»uo>  by  Jurce,  the  ^vemmeni  and  laws  of 
this  country  >— Certainly  not 

Mr.  Ertkine. — I  beg  your  pardon  for  asking 
you  these  questions,  because  you  seem  to 
Mare  at  raei  and  I  donqtwonfer  i 

Lord  Chief  Justice  E^n. — Ask  jonr  ques* 
turns  without  these  observations. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  did  desire  that 
as  the  prisoner  and  counsel  wen  titling  there, 
that  the  witness  might  be  somewhere  else, 
aod  then  that  didkuity  about  staring  migiit 
W  removed. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — The  qTirstions 
oiwbt  to  be  put  without  these  observalions. 

Mr.  YboAr.^The  praoner^a  liadc  waa  turned 
to  the  witness  ;  I  have  nut  looked  in  his  face. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  E^re^ — It  waa  not  ad- 
dressed to  you. 

Mr.  Erskine. — I  have  «  riglit  to  look  in 
bis  ftco  when  I  examine  him. 

LarA  Chief  Justice  £yre.— ihit  not  to  make 
those  observations. 

>Tr  E'slynr.^]  will  put  the  question 
a^iiy  withuul  any  periphrases,  that  it  may 
be  OMerstood^lJidr  you  ever,  in  all  your  at- 
tendance upon  that  society,  hear  any  formal 
mottoa  made,  or  even  any  discourse  ut- 
tered, that  went  to  any  of  the  objects 
charged  upon  this  indictment  Certainly 
not. 

Now,  Sir,  having  asked  you  concerning 
the  general  objects  of  the  COMtitutional  So- 
ciety, and  yo'i  having  told  llie  Court  that  the 
particuiar  members  of  that  society  Imd  shades 
of  diAirences  in  opinion  concerning  the  best* 
mode  to  be  adopted,  I  would  ask  whether  you 
know  the  gentleman  at  the  hnr,  Mr.  Tooke? — 
I  have  known  Mr.  Toukc  about  sixteen  years. 

Has  your  knowledge  of  him  been  of  on  in- 
timate sort  f — Very  intimate 

Has  your  knowledge  been  of  so  intimate  a 
sort  as  that,  knowing  him  in  private  life,  and 
being  also  a  member  of  the  same  society,  ymi 
can  utform  the  Court  what  were  his  prmci- 
piee  and  opinions  as  regarding  this  question  f 
—Mr.  Tooke  always  appeared  to  me,  both  in 
his  public  conduct  and  in  his  private  con- 
versations, to  be  a  steady,  lifiii,  inflexible 
fiiaod  to  a  n'furm  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Was  the  reform  that  he  vns  tlie  firm, 
steady,  and  inHexibie  friend  of,  upon  tiie  plan 
wbieo  you  bold  in  your  band,  or  any  plan  of 
a  different  nature,  short  of  that  ? — I  do  not 
know  that  Mr.  Tooke  had  my  particular  ob- 
jections to  this  plan,  but  I  know  that  it  did 
not  concur  with  his  particular  opinions. 

Have  you  ever  argued  that  matter  with  him, 
and  found  a  ditlcrencc  ot  opuiiou  between  him 
■nd  you  i — I  have. 

Did  you  find  Mr.  Tooke  in  anv  part  of  his 
public  conduct,  or  in  the  course  of  that  long 
iniiMqr  which  has  ndnisled  between  you, 


a  man  floating  between  (nffcrcnt  opinions, 
taking  up  one  opinion  one  day  and  smother  on 
another,  or  did  he  appear  to  you  to  be  steady 
to  one  particular  ojunion  f — Of  all  men  I  ever 
knew,  Mr.  Tooke  appeared  to  me  to  be  the 
steadiest  and  roost  mvariable  in  his  opinions 
from  the  time  that  I  have  known  him,  be» 
cause  I  l>elieve  that  they  wrrr  formed  prior  to 
that  period,  and  his  good  sense  never  giave 
him  oeeaaion  to  idtar  Uem. 

In  the  long  course  of  the  intimacy  that  you 
have  before  stated,  and  your  acquaintance 
with  Mr.  Tooke's  conduct  m  public,  did  you 
ever  hear  any  thing  fall  from  him  dierespect-^ 
ful  to  the  office  of  royalty  in  this  country  ?^ — 
Quite  the  reverse :  in  conversing  with  Mr. 
Tooke  upon  subjects  of  that  Idnd7  at  timea,' 
%vli(  II  other  opinions  were  put  abroad,  I  have 
always  heard  him  maintain  that  the  regal 
and  the  ariiloentical  bmneliee  of  the  oonati- 
tulion  of  lliis  country  were  ^ood  and  excellent 
in  themselves,  and  that  it  a  reform  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  constitution,  meaning  the 
House  of  Commons,  could  bo  obtained,  that 
our  con^iittition  then,  in  his  opinion,  would 
be  the  roost  perfect  of  any  upon  earth.  I  am 
iK>t  repeating  Mr.  Tooke's  words,  because  I' 
have  not  a  memory  sufficient  lor  tliat  pin*- 
pose,  but  I  remember  that  was  always  the 
impreaiian  made  upon  my  mind  fnm  hucon* 
versation.  I 

1  hen  I  understand  you  not  to  be  stating 
what  Mr.  Tooke  has  said  upon  any  one  parti- 
cuUr  oceatioo,  but  that  this  is  the  rrsutt  of 
all  tliat  your  memory  furnishes  you  with  from 
his  conversation  i — Yes,  for  si&teen  years  past 
invariablyr 

How  lately  have  you  seen  Mr.  Tooke  before 
he  was  in  the  Tower,  when  of  course  you 
oouk)  not  htm  without  an  order  P^l  do 
not  think  I  have  seca  fatm  sinea  tho  spring  in 

tbe^^ear  1799. 

Did  you  in  tiie  spring  of  171)2  tuul  any  va- 
riation, or  tendency  to  a  variation,  in  tboie. 
opinions,  which  he  had  so  long  inftrxihiy  par- 
sued  ^~Not  the  least:  lean  recollect  a  coi^ 
versation,  I  believe  two  or  three  times  re- 
pcucd,  at  different  times,  which  made  an 
impression  upon  my  mmd  from  a  sort  of  illus- 
tratioo  that  Mr.  Tooko  made  use  of,  hi  order 
to  show  that  his  objects  did  not  go  the  same 
length^  tho«>e  of  Mr.  Paine  and  other  per- 
sons wlio  liad  cpecuiatcd  upon  government: 
I  remember  particularly  his  illustratii^  it  bj 
speaking  of  persons  travelling  in  H'-l^^e  coach 
together :  he  said,  men  may  get  into  the  same 
stage-  coach  with  an  intention  of  travelling  to 
a  certain  distance ;  one  man  chooses  to  get 
out  at  one  stage,  another  at  another;  and  so 
some  men  may  want  something  more  thu  a 
reform— I  want  a  reform  in  the  House  of 
Commons  only.  And,  still  puntiing  his  si- 
mile of  the  stage-coach,  he  said— if  I  and 
several  men  are  in  the  Windsor  stage,  when- 
I  find  iiiy«clf  :it  Hounsiou ,  1  i»cl  out ;  they 
who  want  to  go  farther,  may  go  to  Windsor, 
01  whan  they  Uke;  bul  whettl  get  to  Hooiu 
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«low  (applying  it  to  the  Hsow  «f  Ctmmm%\ 

there  I  get  out ;  no  farther  will  I  go,  by  God. 

A  letter  has  been  read  in  evidence  here 
fT(mi  the  Society  fur  Constitutional  Informa- 
tioo,  of  wkieh  you  then  were,  and  still  are,  a 
ireml>cr,  to  the  society  of  gentlemen  called 
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tkM  of  Ibein  toMnaemM 

tary  reform  in  the  House  of  Commons?— Tfcit 
letter  I  should  imagine  will  explain  that. 

There  have  been  different  construe  Uous  put 
upon  It;  I  mml  to  know  what  paaiad  at  the 

time  it  was  sent— what  was  the  object  of  the 


so 


the  Irieads  of  the  People,  in  Frith  street,  |  society  that  sent  it?— Certainly  not  meaning 
wbldi  htm  been  attributed  here  to  Mr.  Home  ^  any  thing  butarefonn  in  the  Heme  of  Com- 

'  "  •  -     .  mons. 

At  the  time  that  tiiis  letter  was  sent,  either 
upon  the  day  it  was  sent  or  before  the  day  it 
was  sent,  or  at  any  time  before  it  was  aent^ 
had  nrty  thing  been  started,  in  the  society 
that  sent  it,  drawing  towards  any  farther  re- 
form than  a  reform  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ? — No  such  thing :  I  only  speak  of  my 
own  knowledge  when  I  happened  to  b« 
there :  nor  did  I  ever  hear  that  any  such  thing; 
had  em  happened. 

Were  you  a  member  of  this  new  Society  of 
the  Friends  of  the  People  at  tlie  time  that  that 
letter  was  sent  ? — I  was. 

So  then,  if  I  understand  yo\i  riLlit,  you 
were  the  chairman  in  the  CoiuitUuttunal  So- 
ciety who  signed  that  letter,  wUeh  was  wrti* 
ten  in  fact  to  yourself,  and  to  other*,  in  the 
character  of  the  Friends  of  the  People 
'I'ea. 

Then  did  you  mean,  or  did  'the  society 
mean,  to  your  knowledj^,  to  signify  to  the 
Friends  of  the  People,  of  wliidi  j[ou  were  one, 
that  you  meant  to  do  scanetlunB  difieteat 
from  yomaetf  in  another  plam  Certiioly 

not. 

That  letter  was  received  by  the  Society  of 
the  Friends  of  the  People;  after  it  was  re- 
ceived, and  after  the  answer  was  sent,  did  you 
continue  to  be  a  member  of  the  St»ciety  of 
the  Friends  of  the  People  f— I  did,  and  am 
now. 

Did  tlic  Society  of  the  Fneud»  of  the  Peo- 
ple know,  and  do  they  now  lokow,  that  you, 
who  »rc  a  member  of  their  society,  was  a 
member  of  ihcothrr  society,  and  still  conti- 
nue to  be  so? — Tliey  could  not  but  know  it,  be- 
cause I  had  signed  that  letter  as  chairman  of 
the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information. 

Do  you  know  who  wrote  the  answer  to  the 
letter  wliich  is  signed  by  lord  John  Russell 
No,  1  do  not. 

Are  there  any  otlicr  members  of  the  Consti- 
tuUuiiai  Society  wiiu  were  at  that  tunc  in  tlie 
same  predicament  with  yourself,  members  of 
buih  «*ori*  ti»  'i ' — T  r  niTi'jt  call  to  mittd  amy 
m  particular  juiit  at  tiu£i  moment 

tVas  Doctor  Towers  one? — Yes,  be  was 
one. 

Is  not  Doctor  Towers  now  a  member  of 
the  Constitutional  Society? — Not  liavuig  at- 
tended of  late  I  cannot  answer  that. 

Upon  the  whole  am  I  to  understand  tliat 
until  this  which  brings  us  into  this  place — 
tlie  appmhension  of  the  |»isoner,-->yett  iid« 
ther  saw  nor  heard  any  thine  in  this  society 
which  led  you  to  believe  mat  any  design 


Tooke,  by  the  counsel  for  the  crown  : 
good  as  to  sa^  who  wrote  that  letter,  because 
your  society  is  not  a  corporation  ? — Not  Mr. 
Tooke ;  that  I  can  say  of  mv  own  i^sonal 
knowledge,  a  kaowladge  wnkh  cannot  de- 
ceive me. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.  I  take  that  to  be 

the  letter  which  prorluced  the  answer  from 
the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People^  de* 
clining  the  intercourse. 

Mr.  JSrtktae.  Just  so,  dated  Free  Marions' 
Tavern,  immefliatcly  upon  the  instttution  of 
tlie  Society  called  the  Friends  of  the  People; 
will  you  just  cast  your  eye  ever  that  letter  ? — I 
have  read  tins  IcUcr  in  the  report  of  the  se- 
cret commitlee  ot  the  House  of  Commoasy  I 
believe  it  is  a  true  copy  of  the  ori^naL 

How  came  you  to  be  so  well  acquainted  with 
that  letter  ? — 1  was  in  Uie  chair  at  the  time 
that  it  was  sent,  and  I  was  the  person  wiio 
aabsoribed  it  as  ehainnan. 

AndyoneoMemedto  thetcndincof  itf^ 
Idid. 

What  was  the  object  of  sending  it-^I  awan 

from  what  passed  in  the  society  at  the  time  it 
was  sent  ? — It  liad  becna  constant  observation 
in  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information, 
that  gentleifiien  in  opposition  to  government, 
in  the  Houses  of  Parliampnt,  verv  frrnuently 
made  great  professions  of  patrwlisra,  out  did 
not  always,  when  their  own  torn  was  served, 
act  u(>  to  the  same  principles;  that  letter  was 
written  as  a  serious,  friendly,  solemn  warnutg 
to  that  new  society,  which  was  composed  in  a 
*       of  members  of  parlia^ 


A  warning  of  what  sort—  for  what  purpose  ? 
— ^To  guard  them  against  a  departure  from 
tho-e  "principles  wlii<  h  thr-y  UtUCt  pcofessed 
friendly  to  the  constitution. 

Was  that  a  genersl  observation  of  the  so- 
ciety at  the  time  they  sent  the  kstter,  or  had 
it  an  application  to  any  particular  thing  which 
eiUier  luul  happened,  or  m  their  conception, 
mighthapfen?-«-IeoBoeiveit  was  not  meant 
to  convry  any  personal  reflection,  as  applied 
to  parUcuJar  gfsnUemen^  at  that  time,  but 
only  as  the  remit  of  tlMM  obeervalions  that 
they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  making;  that 
such  had  been  the  practice,  too  £nquent^,  of 
gentlemen  in  opposition. 

l  underslaiid  you  then  to  say,  that  it  was 
not  meant  as  ^  redoction  upon  any  partictibr 
man*  or  number  of  men,  iHit  in  couaeuuence 
of  the  observations  and  reflexions  of  tne  so- 
eiety  upon  that  subject  ?— Just  so. 

Was'  that  letter  then,  by  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information,  sent  to  the  Friends  i  against  the  conslitulioa  was  in  agitation  ?^ 
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thi  very  object  of  the  society  was^  to  support 
the  constitutioiiyftiid  to  reston  ii  to  its  tme 

principles. 

Did  ycni  ever  bear— I  d»  not  efwek  of  a 

fgmidl  proposition — but  did  you  ever  hear 
any  muvio^  towards  force  oi  arms  or  vio« 
ItDcor— No. 

Have  you  any  reason  to  believe,  from  any 
thing  you  ever  heard,  saw,  or  ktiow,  that  thrrr  ! 
Has  any  »uch  matier  ui  agitation? — i  ixave 

CflfiwnltAl^fiitaniiiied  by  Mr.  IboJke. 

Do  you  fveollectwho  bad  thetiUe  of  fa- 

iher  and  founder  of  the  Constitutional  So- 
ciety?--The  soricty  difl  me  the  honour  to 
uW  me  thetr  founder,  though  other  gentle- 
■MB  were  originallj  eoncemed  in  itt  institu* 
tion  with  myself 

Were  you  acquainted  with  me  at  the  time 
of  Ibe  tbhiMtion  of  tbat  locielyf— I  am 
pretty  sure  not ;  I  thiok  OUT  aoquainUuKe 
commeoced  afterwards. 

Do  you  recollect  that  I  was  at  anv  lime, 
m  pnuoaMd  myself  to  be,  a  frieiul  or 
favourer  of  the  scheme  of  miitenal  auffrage  ? 
— CcrUinly  not. 

Dp  jou  rooolloct  that  I  ever  disputed  %ritb 
you  that  which  you  thouglit  an  axiom,  and 
the  ground  of  all  your  reasoD«»  for  uaiversal 
fu&age  I  —I  do. 

Ffom  wbat  author  wa$  your  proposition 
taken  upon  which  votj  groutided  ynirr  plan  ? 
— Iht;  author  which  Mr.  Tooke  rcterred  to, 
at  suppo&ing  I  then  built  upon,  was  Locke; 
and  I  iM  'jilr  t  his  observing  that  when  f 
came  to  e&aminc  the  position  of  Locke  \ipot) 
ftnX  subject—I  think  be  called  it  his  dogtua, 
if  I  am  not  mistaken — that  it  would  not  [.eur 
me  Out  to  the  conclusions  that  I  drew  from  it. 

Wiis  I  presumptuous  enough  to  think  that 
Locke  himself,  in  bis  principle,  was  not  safe 
— From  the  trnor  of  Mr.  Tookf  ''^  rnnver.«'a- 
Uoo,  be  appeared  to  me  to  conceive  that  Mr. 
Loeko  was  mistaken,  and  that  I  was  mistaken 
aho.  J  did  not  go  so  far  into  the  discussion 
of  the  bubject  with  T^Tr  To(/ke  as  I  wished  to 
do;  but  I  wavL-d  it  ihai  liinc,  as  I  did  not 
feel  myself  sufhciently  prepared  to  discuss  so 
Jiicc  a  questi(;ii  with  so -.ible  a  man  as  Mr. 
Tooke ;  therefore  i  wished  to  take  farther 
time  for  consideration  before  I  renewed  the 
ceoversation  with  him,  which  I  meant  to  dO| 
bot  it  so  happened  that  I  never  did. 

Do  you  rea>llcct  what  that  proposition  was 
—was  it  this,  that  every  man  has  a  right  to 
•hare  in  t!ic  <rovemmflnt? — Y«S|  thai  was  the 
substance  of  it. 

Thar  wns  the  proposition  denied  bj  me 
I  do  not  recollect  whether  it  was  expressed  in 
the  words  you  now  use,  but  the  substance  of 
it  was  as  you  now  state. 

If  yon  ihink  there  is  any  danger  in  these 
times,  in  answering  the  question  I  am  going 
to  put,  you  wtil  decline  it — Do  you  recollect 
imbUsbmg  an  engraving  with  ttumbeilem 
^mingsiouttd  ^^  tending  to  prorc  these  piO" 
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positjons,  of  urniOMl  suffrage,  and  At  tiglhl 
of  every  man  to  a  share  in  the  goremieni^ 

— Perfectly. 

Do  YOU  recollect  whether,  disputing  the 
principle,  I  did  or  did  not  subscribe,  and  what, 
to  that  engraving?— There  was  some  conver- 
sation panedupon  the  subject;  but  my  re- 
collection  is  so  faint  that  I  cannot  pretend  to 
give  an  answer  to  %fiy  what. 

From  any  couvfcr>aliou  between  you  auU 
myselfy  can  you,  or  can  you  not,  draw  any 

conrluMons  of  my  (ijiinion^  nf  Mr.  P;iine  and 
writings  I — 1  drew  conclusions,  lo  my  own 
mind,  fmuk  eonversations  that  Mr.  Tooke  and 
I  had  upon  Mr.  Paine's  writin^^s. 

What  were  those  conclusions '--That  Mr. 
Tooke  by  no  mcaus  approved  ut  a  great  part 
of  Mr.  Paine's  writings ;  but  that  he  thought 
other  parts  of  his  writings  would  be  very  oe- 
neticia),  not  only  to  this  nation,  but  to  others. 

Did  you  then  think  timt  I  approved  of  Mr. 
Locke's  writings?— Only  in  pan. 

Can  you  recollect  at  any  time,  my  having 
npoken  generally  in  prauseofMr.  Locke?—!, 
do  not  remembor. 

Did  you  ever  hear  me  praise  a  pire  dcOM^ 
cracy  ? — Quite  the  contrary. 

Have  you  ever  beaid  me  contest  it  wttb 
those  who  did  I^Fjrequently. 

Major  Corlair^A/.— Cross-examined  by  Kr/ 

Attorney'  General. 

As  far  appears  l»y  the  books  of  tbr  Con- 
stitulionai  Society,  the  l^t  time  you  were 
present,  in  that  society,  was  the  t5tb  of  May, 
1792  ?— U  must  iiave  Iteen  tomewbere  about 
thai  time. 

Have  you  seen  Mr.  Tooke  since  the  83tb 

of  May  1792  f— I  think  it  is  highly  probable 
that  I  allemlcd  at  the  society,  till  about  the 
time  that  I  left  town,  since  which  i  iiave  nut 
seen  Mr.  Tooke,  till  I  saw  him  in  this  courL 

Of  course  yoti  can  know  nothing  ofthc  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Constitutional  bocietysmce 
May,  1793,  except  as  you  may  haTe  seen 
them  in  print,  or  otherwise — i  ou  have  not 
been  present  at  aqy  that  passed  ?— Certainly 
not. 

You  were  no  party  to  tha  addresses  to 

France? — I  was  a  party  to  one  address;  T 
cannot  recollect  the  date ;  but  1  was  present 
at  tlial  society,  to  the  best  of  roy  remem- 
brance, when  a  letter,  or  an  address,  or  some- 
thing of  that  kind,  was  sent  to  the  society 
called  the  Friends  of  the  Constitution,  or 
FVIends  of  Freedom,  at  Ftoisy  Itnown  by  the 
name  of  Jacobins. 

That  must  have  been  before  the  §5lh  of 
May,  1793,  as  that  was  the  bst  day  that  you 
were  in  the  society? — ^To  be  sure. 

With  respect  to  any  future  addresses  to 
France,  you  were  no  parly  to  them  ? — Cer- 
tainly not 

>'nii  wfre  no  party  to  nny  correspondence 
with  Norwich,  or  anv  oUici  place,  about  a 
eoBventbn  to  ne  helo,  either  in  Scotlaml  or 
England  I— While  I  ttteoded  the  society  I 
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do  not  remember  that  the  5ulyflCl6fseiNUr«n> 

tiDD  was  agitated. 

You  were,  ol"  course,  not  a  member  of  the 
society  at  a  time  when  a  letter  was  written 
to  the  editor  of  llie  Patriot,  at  Sheffield,  in 
whici»  U  IS  slated  that  the  vipers,  iMouarchy 
and  Aristocncy,  are  writhing  under  the  grasp 
of  infunl  I'reedoiii,  .'infl,  in  which  the  society 
says,  may  peace,  happmess,  and  success  at- 
tend its  ^brti^— I  do  not  remember  auy 
correspondence  of  thit  iciod,  when  I  attended 
the  society. 

Do  you  remember  any  conversation  pre- 
vious to  the  95tb  of  May,  1799,  (what  passed 
afterwards  you  do  not  know),  in  which  Mo- 
aarchy  and  Aristocracy  were  spoken  of  by 
.  any  body  as  vipers  writbino;  under  the  grasp 
of  infant  Freedom?—!  do  not  remember 
such  conversation. 

If  any  member  of  your  society  bad  said  in 
a  letter  to  a  couotiy  society,  that  the  vipers 
Monarehy  and  Arislocf-Ar\ ,  urrc  wrilhin;^ 
under  the  gra»p  of  infant  i  rcedocn,  and  ex- 
pressed his  hopes  that  success  should  attend 
those  cffurls,  you  would  have  been  vastly  sur- 
prised, should  not  you? — It  would  have  de- 
pended upon  the  pu-ticular  circumstances  to 
irbkhthe  letter  applied. 

Do  yiiti  mcrin  to  say,  th-itif  there  had  been 
u  proposition  to  write  a  letter  coutuiuing 
those  expressions,  that  it  would  not  have  sur- 
prised you  if-^n  h  ■^  IcMer  had  been  written? 
— If  it  had  api>lied  to  any  government  where 
Monarchy  ano  Aristocracy  had  been  vipers 
to  Freedom,  I  should  have  thought  it  well 
applied 

Then,  I  ask  \uii.  il  it  had  been  applied  to 
Ae  English  n  U  Lrthy,  by  any  member  of 
vour  socictv,  all'  r  .M.iv,  1702,  should  not 
you  have  been  burpri:>cd  ? — That  is  a  general 
question,  to  which  it  is  very  difficult  to  give 
u  clear  and  satisfactory  answer  ;  because  I 
conceive  that  the  meaning  and  the  force  of 
expressions  depend  upon  the  context  of  the 
compositions  in  which  thejr  are  iutroduced. 

I  quite  agree  with  you  in  that,  there  is  no 
douht  about  ii  that  it  does — You  have  stated 
what,  indeed,  all  the  world  knew,  that  you 
were  the  father,  at  least  you  arc  complimented 
with  tiie  tille  of  the  fatbcTi  of  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Infonnation— You  have  like- 
wise stated,  if  I  understand  you,  that  you 
were,  and  ^til!  are,  a  member  of  the  socie^ 
of  the  I  ricndb  ul  the  People?—  Yes. 

You  have  also  said  that  the  letter  which  the 
Society  for  Constitutional  Information  sent  the 
Friends  of  the  People,  was  a  solemn  admom- 
tion  to  them  for  the  purposes  you  have  men- 
tioned ?— Yes. 

I  take  for  granted  that  you  could  not  pos- 
^tblv  duubt  but  thai  that  letter  would  be  very 
well  understood  to  be  such  by  those  to  whom 
it  wa*  addressed — Have  you  seen  the  letter  ? — 
X  have^  sir.  In  so  large  a  society,  that  of 
the  Fnends  of  the  People,  I  thought  that  it 
was  very  likr  ty  that  there  might  be  difTcrent 

Opinions  formed  ^  becauM^  in  large  socicltesy 


that  whirh  may  appear  to  one  wan  to  be  good 
and  wholesome  advice,  may,  to  others,  ap- 
pear ofiensive,  because  every  man  has  not 
sense  to  take  advice. 

You  are  a  member,  you  say,  of  tbe  Socie^ 
of  the  i'ncudii  of  the  People  — Yes. 

You  may  recollect  my  lord  John  RusseU'a 
writing  an  answer  to  that  ieller.' — I  do. 

You  may  recollect  aiao  that,  at  a  general 
meeting  ot  the  Friends  of  the  People,  IcMrd 
John  Russell's  answer  was  approved  by  Uie 
Society  of  the  Friends  of  Ihc  People — ^1  tiiiak 
I  do  remember  it. 

PobMbly  you  may  recollect  then  that  the 
rzrncral  body  of  the  Fnends  uftiie  Feople,  of 
w  tiora  you  were  one,  stated  to  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information,  that  they  would 
have  no  fartln  r  correspondence  with  the  So- 
ciety for  Constitutional  luformalion.  because 
they  looked  upon  the  resolutions  ami  proceed- 
ings in  that  letter  of  the  society,  as  inimical  to 
the  principles  upon  which  they  proposed  toin- 
iuuw  and  enlighten  the  people? 

Major  Catimright. — There  is  so  much  con- 
tained in  the  question,  that  I  have  not  a  clear 
recoUection  of  it. 

Mr.  Attorney  Creaenrl.-->You  mi^  recollect 
tlien  that  the  general  body  of  the  Friends  of 
the  People  declined  havini;  any  more  inter- 
c< I urse  with  t he  C  u 1 1 b u lu I lonai  boc i c ly — do  you 
recollect  that  ?— Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  the  reason  of  it  to  he  this, 
that  the  Friends  of  the  People  looked  upOQ 
tho  resolutions  and  proceedings  in  that  letter 
as  inimical  to  the  principles  upon  which  they 
proposed  to. inform  and  to  enlighten  tbe  peo- 
ple?— I  cannot  recollect  the  words,  but  1  re- 
member when  it  was  agitated  in  Liie  Society 
of  the  Friends  of  the  Projilr,  whether  this 
letter  should  be  sent  (I  think  it  was  upon  that 
question)  that  there  was  so  mtieh  divbieo  of 
opinion  in  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the 
People  that  the  question  was  carried  by  only 
one  single  vote,  as  I  recollect. 

i  hc  question  about  this  letter  was  cairied 
only  by  one  single  casting  vole  ? — I  am  not 
sure  what  was  the  precise  question  relative  to 
that  letter;  I  think  it  was  whether  such  an 
answer  should,  or  should  not,  be  senL 

You  likewise,  perhaps,  may  recollect  that 
in  that  letter  loro  John  liussell  says — We 
profess  not  to  entertain  a  wish  that  tbe  grant 
plan  of  public  beuffit  which  Mr.  Paine  has  so 
powerfully  recomnicnded,  will  speed»iy  bet 
carried  into  effect."  f^I  remember  woraat» 
that  effect. 

Possibly  you  may  also  recollect  that  that 
expression  is  taken  from  a  resoluttoa  of  your 

Society  for  Constitutional  Information,  ap- 
proving a  resolution  sent  from  Manchester, 
m  which  arc  the  very  same  words — '*  that  the 
other  great  plans  of  public  benefit  which  Mr. 
Paine  has  so  powcrlully  recommendr  !,  will 
be  speedily  carried  into  effect."  ? — V  ery  pos- 
sibly. Sir. 

Signed  by  Mr.  Thomas  Walker/  of  Man- 

•  Sec  his  Trial  onic,  Vol.  5:3,  p.  1055, 
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rhestcr  ?— >  I  do  not  recolkct  die  ctpcuantuice, 
but  It  Ls  possible. 

Do  I  understand  you  right,  that  afler  the 
Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  had,  by 
a  casting  vote,  or  otherwise^  declared  that 
tbey  did  not  prolws  to  entertun  a  with  that 
Mr.  Pjinc-'-;  jitans  of  benefit  stiouirj  bp  ear- 
ned into  etfect,  and  had  declared  that  they 
««ild  hold  no  correspondence  with  the  So- 
ciety for  Constitutional  Information^  that 
you  remained  a  member  of  boih^ — did,  and 
do  slilL 

Then  you  remained  a  member  of  one  society 

which  had  thanked  Mr.  Walker,  of 'M  inrhrs- 
ter,  for  a  letter  professing  that  Mr.  l'aioe*:>  pians 
of  public  benefit  were  to  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution, and  remaine  d  a  member  of  another 
JOCktjr  which  had  expressly  told  you  in  your 
Constitutional  Society,  that  they  did  not  pro- 
fess  to  enti^rtain  such  a  wish?— I  remnined  a 
member  of  both  ihc^e  sfvciptip?. 

The  Society  ui  Uic  i  fiends  ui  tlie  people 
having  by  a  majority  given  this  answer  to  the 
Society  tor  Constitutional  rnruniiaiiun.dii!  \  ' 
ever  explain  to  the  Society  of  the  i-neiKiii  of 
tiie  People  in  wbat  respects  they  were  mis- 
taken about  the  letter  or  the  Society  f'(  r  Con- 
sututiooal  Intbrroation,  or  did  you  admit  that 
the  letter  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  In- 
fonsation,  was  rightly  interpreted  by  the 
Friends  of  the  People  > — There  was  no  expla- 
naQon  given  on  llic  part  of  the  Society  for 
Censtitutional  Information,  but  there  was 
some  explanation  given  by  rayscll,  and  pos- 
sibly, as  well  as  i  recollect,  by  another  or  , 
two  of  tiie  members  of  the  Society  for  Con-  { 
stitutional  Inforinution,  to  some  of  the  mem-  ' 
Hers  of  the  society  of  the  friends  of  the  I 
People.  { 

A«  jou  were  n  member  of  both  societies,  I 
presume  you  informed  the  Society  forConsti- 
tiitiooal  intormatioii  what  iiud  passed  among 
the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  about  I 
thb  difference  of  opinion  between  Ibem? — 
We  bad  conversatkm  upon  iu  | 

Ton  never  set  the  Friends  of  the  People  i 
right  by  informing  them  that  you  did  not  mean  | 
to  intrcKluce  those  delusive  phins — youdid  not 
send  another  letter  to  explain  yourself? — I  did 
not  appfdiend  that  il  was  at  all  necessary.  I 

Did  you  ever  sec  a  letter  of  the  «6th  of  May  j 
17^2,  from  Mr.  Ashtoo,  of  Shel&eid,  to  the 
Society  for  Constitutional  Information,  upon  1 
the  ^uhjrrt  of  this  difference  brturcn  tliese 
two  societies     I  do  not  remember  it. 
I-  Did  yon  ever  see  a  letter  with  any  gentle- 
man's hand-writing  interspersed  in  it? — It 
might  po«isibly  inure  happened  i  but  I  do  not 
recollect  it.  i 

I  perceive,  as  fitf  as  appears  by  the  book,  ; 

th-it  voti  were  present  :it  trie  Society  for  Con-  I 
stiltttftoaal  intormation  and  in  the  chair,  upon 
theaoth  of  Bfareb,  itW—l  do  nol  mcoUeet 
pirticidarly,  but  the  book  v.ill  ^liowit. 

Tou  may  possibly  recollect  tliat  when  you 
were  present,  there  wem  twelve  person^  as- 
sociated mcn  ijcrs  fromShcflielflv  /«)ni  Paul, 
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Joseph  Gale,  and  others?—!  thmk  I  have 
some  recollection  of  some  asbucutcd  members 
being  inlrodueed,  but  I  do  not  lecollcet  any  of 
their  nnmrs. 

Nor  did  you  know  any  of  their  persons  in 
all  faoman  probobilityP'— Not  that  I  remember. 

But  you  agreed  to  associate  twelve  persons 
of  whom  you  knew  nothing? — 1  suppose  it 
was  so  <i^iecd  in  the  society,  the  society 
were  not  at  all  afiaid  of  strangers  oonilng 
among  them. 

That  1  know;— having  agreed  to  associate 
these  twelve  persons  with  your  society,  did 
yon  h:ippen  to  sec  t[ir  letter  tVoni  Sheffield 
to  the  society,  about  aasoctaliug  tUo!>e  twelve 
persons  with  the  society? — Indeed  I  do  not 

recollect. 

I>o  you  recollect  seeing  any  letter  from 
Sheffield  about  associating  those  members, 
with  the  hand-writing  of  other  persons  in> 
serled  in  it' — I  do  n  .1  rt  uMi  rt  particularly— 
if  the  letter  was  shown  me,  I  might  possibly 
recolleet  it,  but  I  do  not  at  present. 

Von  m:iy  possibly  recollect  that  there  were 
several  resolutions  purporting  to  come  trom 
the  London  Corresponmng  Society,  and  pur- 
porting to  be  signca  "Thomas  Hardy,  secre- 
tary," upon  that  same  day,  the  20ih  of  March. 
1792. — Y'ou  have  told  us  what  Mr.  Tooke  had 
Said  about  the  lights  of  individuals-^'*  Re> 
solved,  that  every  individual  has  a  right  to 
share  in  the  govcmoient  ot  that  society  of 
which  he  is  a  member,  unless  incapacilated"-— 
"  Resolved,  that  nothing l)ut  noiiugc,  or  pri- 
vation of  reason,  or  an  offence  a^mst  the 
general  rules  of  society  can  incapacitate 
hnn  "—and  several  others — Do  you  remember 
these  resolutions  ? — Seeing  so  many  of  laesc 
sort  of  papers,  I  cannot  recollect  particularly 
when  such  papers  came  to  my  knowledge* 
where  I  saw  them  or  met  with  them. 

Do  yuu  remember  seeing  a  paper  in  the 
society,  containing  those  resolutions,  with 
the  iif;ivalureof  "  Ihomas  Hardy,  Secretary," 
in  the  luuul-writine  of  Mr.  Touke?— I  do  not 
recollect  il,  indeed. 

Do  you  happen  to  know  that  there  was  a 
set  of  these  resolutions  in  the  possession  of 
the  secretary,  with  the  signature,  Thoime 
Hardy,  Secretary,"  in  the  hand  writing  of 
Mr.  Tooke  ?— I  do  not  know  it,  and  1  do  not 
think  1  ever  did  know  tt. 

Did  you,  or  did  you  not  know,  that  Mr. 
Tookt  hai  hrni  rfm^nft'd  ;d)out  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Lontioa  Corresponding  Society  ?— 
I  did  not  know  it. 

It  appears  al>o  liy  this  book,  that  you  were 
present  upon  the  20th  of  April  1792.  Do 
you  recollect  a  declaration  coning  from  the 
Three  Tuns  Tavern,  Souihwark,  Irom  jtersons 
callinL'  themselves  the  Ihends  of  the  People  i 
—I  ihmk  I  do. 

l>o  you  recollect  that  that  declaration  is 
introduced  by  words  which  form  the  d(  cl.ira- 
tion  of  nghb  upon  which  the  Irrench  con^tt-. 
totkm  of  1791  was  fonnedr— Itis  exceedingly 
possible* 
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Do  you  recollect  a  resolution,  '*  TbsA  the 
exercise  uf  tiie  right  c»t  active  equal citizeoship, 
laippomlin^  an  adetjaate  repremtative  ge- 
Tcmment,  is  llie  wisest  dsvire  t>f  human 
policy,  and  the  only  security  ot  national  t'ree> 
Ml"?— I  think  thero«Fta  a  propoiitias  •f 
Ibat  kind. 

Tiieu  ^re  IS  an  eoirv, i  haltbe  thanks  of 
Hm  CmwCilutioaa]  Society  studl  be  gtven  to 

the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  at 
the  Three  Tuns  Tavern,  Southwark,^  who 
iiuii  come  tu  this  resolution.  Were  the  thanks 
of  the  society  given  them  ? — If  it  appears  upon 
their  book  I  prr>^nmo  it  OMSl  hsVe  been  so; 
I  really  cannot  recollect. 

It  appears  also  tliat  you  were  pgeseiH,  upon 
the  27 ill  of  April,  179?;  do  you  recollect 
tbat»  upon  the4tbofMaY,  there  were 
tyewe  people  emecMilia  hom  Kofwieb?'* 
That  appeared  at  tbe  Sodelj  for  GoMliln' 
lional  Information. 

No;  they  did  not  appear  ihcre  ? — I  do  not 
lecoUect ;  I  have  never  looked  at  any  of  the 
r«M>luf^om  sinfcthatttflM^aadlcBBMtcctiy 
tiieoi  m  uay  head. 

Yen  knov  the  boekf  You  have  seen  it  I 
(Jarc  ':;iy* — T  havr  seen  the  book, but!  should 
jiot  know  it  a^ain,  becaMsc  I  scarcely  ever 
leoifiei  into  it. 

Did  you  ever  see  any  of  the  letters  from  Nor- 
wich, in  conspquence  of  which  these  twelve 
gauimenf  as  lltey  are  called,  were  assucialeU 
ivlth  the  Constitutional  Sacietvf— I  cannot 
atrswer;  I  nii^ht  liave  sf*pn  them,  if  they 
were  produced  when  1  was  present,  but  I 
rally  4o  not  reeolleBfe— I  have  leen  and  heard 
80  many  paprnt,  3nr)  so  much  upon  the  sub- 
jecty  that  It  u  onpossihle  for  me  to  recollect 


Mr.  Paine  was  a  member  of  your  society? 
—I  thin4  he  was  an  associated  tncmber; 
what  is  called  an  honorary  member. 

Me  attended  psetty  mich  at  your  meetings, 

I  believe,  in  the  faegtaoMgoftlieyear  UM^*— 
lie  did  attend  tlien. 

Now  as  you  were  of  both  these  aocieties— > 
if  the  Friends  of  the  People,  and  the  Sncietv 
lor  Constttutional  Information,  had  set  out 
^egelber  upoM  the  Uounelev  vomI,  yon 
mf'ao  to  get  out  of  the  coach  at  Houoslow, 
or  how  much  fiirther  <iid  you  intfnd  to  ? — 
I  meant  to  go  till  I  obtained  a  retunn  m  the 
Beuae  ofCewuniiBa> 

And  in  an^  com  pan  r  that  chry^c  to  go 
with  you.  Did  vou  mean  to  travel  as  tar  as 
Mr.  Paine  would  travel,  or  as  far  a*  the 
Friends  t)l  the  Peoplr  vxmltl  tr:ivet? — I  did 
net  meui  to  govern  iny  proceedmgs  by  any 
Mfciely,  eranyinMivrliateeer;  my  wish  was 
ti  obtain  a  reiorm  in  the  Uonse  ot  ComoMns, 
and  I  was  very  glad  of  the  assistance «f  «ay 
otau  towards  obtaining  that  object. 

Whether  he  meant  IIm  SUM  thing  as  you, 
or  not,  I  observe  you  wer?  present  when  Mr. 
Faille's  workfi  were  recummcuded ;  hail  yoo 
«ay  tiling  to  do  with  supportioe  Uhiiii  thft 
proscruliun  against  him  ?^Nai  VMt  ~ 
icct;  X  do  act  lemember. 


Do  you  liappen  to  know  what  part  of  hit 
books  were  prosecuted  f  Do  you  not  Inov, 
that  the  part  of  his  vorita  prosecuted  were  bia 
doctrines  about  the  monarclgrof  tbiaeoaolijf 
— I  apprehend  they  were. 

You  were  not  present  in  the  society  wbeit 
Mr.  I'asne  offered  them  a  thousand  pounds, 
as  the  profits  of  bis  «»orkf— 1  have  some  re* 
coHeetMMi  of  «  letter  to  th^t  eflecf  frona  Mr. 
Paine,  but  I  am  not  sure  whether  I  was  pre- 
sent when  it  was  produced,  or  not;  1  think 
the  letter  intimated,  that  the  profits  of  hb 
work  arooimted  to  a  tboosand  pounds,  and 
that  he  made  an  offer  of  it  to  the  society, 
which  offer,  I  believe,  never  was  accepted, 
for  I  never  heard  that  it  was. 

Do  yoo  know  Mr.  Gerrald  '—No. 

You  know  nothing  of  Mr.  OerraU  f-^-No, 
lam  not  sera  that  I  ever  snv  Mm. 

He  seemb  to  have  been  present  upon  lh<? 
18th  of  May,  when  you  were  in  the  chair  ? 
— Verv  likely ;  I  have  attended  the  meet- 
ing when  the  room  has  been  tolerably  Mi^ 
and  I  have  not  known  three  faces  in  it. 

Do  not  you  recollect  being  in  the  chmr 
when  Mr.  Paiie  ssat  his  Isllarof  the  isth 
of  May,  1795,  about  the  prosecution  I 
do  not  recoUect  that  ckcumstance,  b«t  I 
mig^ 

If  it  appears  by  the  books  that  the  meeting 
determined  to  ««upporl  the  defence  of  the  pro- 
s»ecutioii  t>l  Mr.  Paine,  when  you  was  in  the 
chair,  have  you  any  doubt  ttial  the  meetins 
determined  to  snpptjrt  Mr.  Paine shcnlg 
take  It  tor  granted  it  was  so.  * 

And  this  %i«Bto  support  him  sfainst  a  profa- 
sedition  for  tlio'^.r  parts  of  the  works  whi^ 
related  to  the  monarchy  of  this  coiiMtyf— 
I  rather  think  at  that  time  it  was  not  Ibdova 
what  were  the  parts  of  his  book  prosecnlad. 

Yoii  think  it  was  not  known  then  what 
were  the  parU  ot  lust  book  prosecuted I 
think  so. 

But  It  most  be  known  befon*  the 
tion  could  come  on  i — i  o  he  sure. 

However,  if  eti  fitet  they  did  not  wenB  te 
support  him  in  th:it  part,  at  last  they  must 
hawe  meant  to  support  him  in  that  part — Yoa 
have  said,  that  if  aiw  body  had  meaot  ti>  at- 
tack the  monarchy  of  this  country,  you  vkmM 
have  continued  in  the  society,  if  it  had  been 
only  to  get  them  outot  it — how  came  you  to 
continue  in  the  society  a  member  with  rsiM^ 
after  he  had  puUishrd  such  hook^  as  yoa 
know  he  had  published  f — X  did  not  consider 
Mr.  Mie^  wiitins»  as  In  the  natorS  tif  % 


*  In  filanchard's  report  of  this  trial,  the 
preceding  question  and  answer  are  givea 
thus : 

Mr.  Attrrmey  General. — If  it  appears  by 
the  buaks,  ihaL  the  meettog  determmed  to 
SU}i|>ort  Paine  ia  the  piesar  "''     '  ~  ^ 

in  thp  Chnir,  hAvevool 
m  the  Chair  at  ihr  umef 
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coMpincjtovMffonitbe  (to»ftnmwH;Unn 
ditcusMooa  upoo  the  uiliject  of  governnient. 

Theo  uyoQ  tlwt  gcound,  thai  Paioe's  works 
«fN4itc«itNM  vpooibe  mI^kI  of  go««r»- 

neot,  you  meaning  not  to  permit  any  body 
to  oonliDue  in  the  society,  it'  you  could  help 
it,  who  were  ootattached  to  the  monarchy  of 
the  eomUgf,  ym  ootwiihstaDdiag  bad  oo  oh> 
jection  to  associate  with  Mr.  Paine  in  the  so- 
ciety* who  reasoned  upoo  it  in  the  manner  we 
hvn  hem!;  but  if  Hmn  had  been  *ny  thiojs 
lUce  a  conspiracy,  you  would  have  staid  in  it 
to  ko^>  hua  out  of  the  socieljr  f—If  I  had 
tuiwriinil  thai  ihnri  mn  MymBinthatfo- 
dety  acting  the  part  cf  a  conspirator,  lu 
overturn  the  eovemmcnt,  I  should  have 
thought  it  my  duty,  oot  only  to  have  opposed 
kim,  but  to  OMt  VMMoved  him,  if  possible; 
sod,  if  his  crimes  were  of  Mich  a  nature,  to 
JbBvenwdeit  possible  to  have  brought  him 
10  jMftMse.  I  flofftaialjriliooldhttvo  thought  it 
By  duty. 

You  wore  Mfor  pmeoi  »t  the  Society  for 
Cfilitrthnnl  Infemttiea,  Id  oomMny  with 
OcRmM  and  Sinclair,  after  they  nad  come 
from  Scotland  f— I  presuoae  I  could  not. 

Did  you  ever  happen  to  see  them  any 
vtoe  Ui«  ?— I  saw  Mr.  Sinclair :  I  do  not  re- 
Biember  seeing  Mr.  Gerrald  at  all. 

Did  Mr.  Sinclair  state  the  proceedings  that 
M  h&m  hid  in  tho  convention  in  Semad  P 
have  never  seen  Mr.  SincfaHr»  tomyre- 
«oUectioo,  since  Spring  1799. 

Did  he  iofcrm  yoa  of  what  had  passed  in 
the  Convention  in  Scotland? — Never;  I 
■eror  sew  Mr.  Gerrald,  to  my  knowledge,  in 
liAw  hut  Sinclair  I  have  never  seen  since 
IheSfpnog  of  1793. 

Then  1  understand  you  finally  to  say,  that 
you  have  not  been  at  any  of  the  meetings  of 
the  tociely  since  May,  1709,  and  kaow  no- 
thing of  their  proceedings  ? — I  have  not  been 
§x  eov  meetiog  of  the  locieQr  wnce  about 
that  tune;  I  dofietluMV  the  particular  dale. 

Mj^r  Cartwrighi  re'Cxamined  by  Mr.  TuoAe. 

I  thinlc  you  answered,  that  you  l>elieved 
you  did  not  know  me  before  yoti  saw  me  in 
the  Socie^r  £k  CoaatitutiaMil  lufenBatiaa 
MoySir. 

I  uadetateod  you  to  sav,  Uiat  you  supposed 

you  had  not  known  me  oefore  that  time  ? — 
What  I  meant  to  say  was,  that  i  thought  my 
koowledee  of  you  was  aner  the  satiety  was 
iaroied,  but  it  vns  before  I  met  you  in  the 
society;  because,  I  rather  incline  to  think, 
that  you  was  introduced  upon  my  nomina- 
lioil»  aad  that  I  had  requested  you  to  become 
a  member  of  the  society — I  think  that  was 
the  case,  but  I  am  not  certain. 

You  have  expressed  lo  much  respeet  for 
me,  and  confidence  in  me,  that  I  need  not 
a^  you  aow  that  questioo,  but  whether,  be- 
6ra  you  had  lespeet  iW  roe,  and  eeufidence 
ia  me,  you  had  not  beard  that  I  had  baeo 
•ooncted  of  a  Ubd  ?     Yes  I  had. 

«  See  ia  this  CoUectioii  VoL  to^'pc  Ml. 


I  desire  to  know  whether  you  km  itsd 

the  proceeding  in  Scotland,  against  Mr.  Ger* 
raid,  and  others  i—l  have  enb  *^  ibe  tiiai 
oTMr.Uuir.* 

Should  you  have  thought  yourself  disbo- 
noured,  if,  knowing  no  Uher  harm  of  ifx, 
Muir,  whole  trial  you  have  read,  you  sbouid, 
notwithstanding  that  conviction  and  aham»> 
fill  punishmeniy  aftcrwarda  have  aiiBriaiui 
with  bin  ? 

Mr,  JUormty  Geaarsl.— Tk«  yiaslka 

must  not  be  put  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Tof/cr.— It  is  direcdy  to  jeitr  own 
questioB. 

ISIr.  Jltorney  Cenerui. — I  must  not  Mt 
here,  an  olhcer  of  public  justice  in  this  coun- 
try, to  hear  a  question  put  in  that  way*-* 
"  t>hamcful  punisnroeat !" — 

Ix»rd  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — I  really  con- 
ceived the  word  th^meful^  tlierc,  meant  ig* 
nominkHM,  and  disgracing  the  perten. 

Mr.  Took*. — Certainly  no  other  way — not 
at  all  redacting  upon  those  who  paaaed  the 
punishMSt. 

Mr.  AUornttf  Geeerei.— Then  I  am  aoiiy 
for  the  iuterruptioa.  I  understood  it  in  a 
different  sense,  and,  in  the  sense  in  which  I 
understood  it»  1  HiMghiHioy  dittytotako 
notice  of  it. 

Mr.  roakf.r-Miyor  Cartwright,  I  iaquired 
of  you,  and  I  took  a  particular  iattaoct^  m* 
ther  than  a  general  one,  whether  you,  havina 
a  respect  for  m^  and  confidence  in  me,  thoum 
you  JcBow  that  I  bad  oodergoae  an  ignomW 
nious  sentence,  and  having  read  Mr.  Ifuil^i 
trial,  whether,  if  you  had  in  other  resDects 
thought  him  p4»bsess«d  of  valuable  quslities 
you  should  have  refraiaad  ktm  aaf>oriatia| 
with  him,  after  that  igsoniiioua  murrahad 
been  pronounced  ? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre.-.It  ia  mtaad^ 
as  far  as  regards  yourself,  bnt  when  yuu  go 
beyond  it,  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Muir,  you  |e 
out  of  the  case  whirh  is  now  in  iudgmeat. 

Mr.  Tooke.—l  be^  your  lordship  to  per- 
I  ceive  the  motive  with  which  I  have  asked 
this  question,  which  perhaps  may  show  its 
prapnety.  The  attorney  general  has  crosa^ 
examined  major  Cartwnght,  in  order  to  fix 
guilt  upon  me,  by  supposing  that  after  Paiuc's 
werka  had  been  prosecuted,  I  had  continued 
to  associate  with  him.  lie  has  attempted  to 
&K  guilt  no  roe,  by  supposing  me  tu  have  as» 
sitled  Mr*  Fdne^S  supposed  poverty,  by  c4Hi» 
tributiog  to  his  defence,  it  is  for  that  reasoiL 
and  in  answer  to  that  cross-examination,  that 
I  have  asked  major  Cartwright  thin  question, 
as  not  only  ranliv^  lo  aqrself,  but  to  Mr. 
Muir,  or  any  other  person  who  had  bten  con- 
vicled  (which  Mr.  raine  had  not  been)  of  a 
libel,  which  would  have  ioduced  upon  bim 
the  same  sort  of  punishment  I  asked  the 
question,  in  order  to  show,  that  the  bulk  of 
manldiM  leaaoa  m  tbr  aane  wajr— tbat  no 
gnill' aHichfa  to  ft  panoB,  aeraiqr  disgrace. 


t  See  hit  case,  oal^.  Vol.  ss,  p.  111. 
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ifarhaviog  aasoeittecl  with  a  man  mfler  be  was 
under  a  prosecution.  That  has  been  the  ob- 
ject, of  mv  question. 

Lord  Chitf  Jostiee  Eyrr.^My  opinion  is, 
that  it  is  perfectly  correct  for  you  to  inquire 
vith  regiinl  to  ymiraell,  and  also  perfectly  cor- 


Trial  ffJokm  Bim»  Tttokt  [344 

tion<,  hut  I  am  arguing  m^ritftt,  which  ^ 
understood  to  be  oppn'^rd,  to    ad  this  letter. 

Mr.  Aitorntj/'Geiteral. — My  learned  friend 
understands  it  to  be  opposed,  when  I  «qritia 
not  opposed. 
Mr.  Mnkine, — I  understood  jou  to  sajr  that 


leefc  to  ask  any'  questions  that  have  an  imme-  { I  must  prove  it  by  the  duke  of  Rkhmood.  f 

tendency  to  justify  your  associating  with  <  am  ar^iing  that  I  am  not  obliged  to  do  that 


Mr.  Paine,  but  what  this  gentleman  would  this  pnntcd  paper  h  m  uked  by  the  clerk  of 
do  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Muir  has  no  such  ten*  arraigns,  as  the  plati  upon  which  the  witness 
denry.  and  therefore  it  is  improper  to  be  in-    said  they  went. 

^odiKcd,  hcrattsc,  by  the  same  reason,  you  \  I/inJ  Chirt"  .hi'^tice  Eyf^- — T  think  the  let- 
might  »peak  of  every  other  man,  who  has    ter  ban  been  shown  to  someof  tiie  witnesses, 


been  convicted  within  the  last  twenty  years 

Mr.  TooAr.— 1  nirant  nny  m.tn. 
Mr.  Erskme. — We  will  now  read  the  duke 
of  Richmond's  letter  to  colonel  Sherman. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — YoU  IDUSt  Call  the 
duke  of  Hithroond  to  prove  it, 

,Mr.  Eisktne. — Certainly  I  am  not  bound 
to  do  that.  There  is  a  paper  which  was 
]>roved  on  the  tiial  uf  Tlioimi'*  Hnnly,  and  lias 
also  been  proved  on  this  trial,  to  which  I  wish 
to  point  the  attention  of  the  Court  —  the 
original  address  to  the  nation,  by  the  I^mdon 
Cccrespondtng  Society,  u{K>n  ils6rst  insliiu- 


and  has  been  proved  to  be  a  paper  containing 
that  plan  upon  which  thcj  went, and  thcrelnra 
it  may  be  read. 

Mr.  Gt'Ms.— I  affirm  that  it  wus ;  for  I  ray. 
self  gave  it  to  the  witness,  and  then  gjivu  it  to 
Mr.  S^helton  lu  mark  it. 

Mr  Ertkine. — [To  the  Clerk  of  Arraigoaj, 
— Is  that  your  signature  ? — Ii  i*. 

iMr.  Attor>in/  (it:nef  il.^\yi\ho\it  more  lOk 
terruption  it  would  have  saved  time  if  Mr. 
Erskme  would  have  had  the  goodness  to  have 

said  tons— t!iis  Irttrr  \v:is  shown  to  BroOItt* 
head,  and  Ihercture  i  oHcr  it  as  evidence. 


I!t?;h  nK!"^r.**"»V***Q£5£'*u  JL***?  ^"^l  !  [letter  from  his  grace  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
which  objects,  the  SheffieW  Society  insist  »•  ^  licuicnailt  colond  Sharman.  dated! 
upon,  titey  continued  in,  m  answer  to  the  a™.*  liik 


ipo 

letter  bent  Ihcm  by  the  Luudun  t'orrespond- 
ing  Society,  that  states  their  object  in  so  many 
words,  tliMs--"  r ,'tvin2:  a^idc  all  prftpn«.ions 
to  originttiiiy,  we  claim  no  other  merit  than 
that  of  re-considering  and  verifying  what  has 
already  been  urged  in  our  conuiu>n  <  au^c,  by 
the  duke  of  Kichroond ;"— and,  niy  lord,  that 
b  not  all,  for  the  attorney- general,  within  five 


August  lAlh»  J783,  read.] 

[rUe  Bardy^  Trial,  «nl»,  Vei  M,  p.  1048.] 

His  grace  the  Duke  of  Rkhmond-^MtMet' 
general  of  the  Ordnance)-Hiworn.^£x»> 

mined  by  Mr.  Fnkinc. 

I  have  only  the  same  question  to  put  to 
your  grace  that  was  put  ou  the  former  trial  > 


minutes  from  the  time  I  am  now  addressing  i  your  grace  then  stated  that  there  had  been 


your  lordship^  has  laid  an  argtimentative 
stress,  through  the  channel  of  the  crosjs- exa- 
mination ■ 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  —  I  dtsirr  the  ques- 
tion may  be  put  immediately  tu  tiie  duke  of 
Richmond. 

i\lr.  F.rshinr. — The  attorney-general  will 
see  that  1  do  not  want  the  duke  of  Kichmood 
to  prove  what  I  hold  in  my  hand.  The  attor> 
Dey-i^cncral,  through  the  course  of  his  exa- 
mination, was  itnputinE:  g<'ilt  to  the  penlle- 
znan  whom  I  urn  defending,  becau«'e  tite  Con- 
stitutional Society,  of  which  he  was  a  mcrrw 
ber,  received  twelve  as>ociatfd  mcmhrrs  from 
the  Shcfheld  Society,  amongst  whom  Mr. 
Attorney  General  rred,  within  five  minutes 
p^^t,  ^hr  Ti  tmr-  of  TVnonilieail  — tlial  Ilroom- 


spurious  copies  of  the  letter  I  tlien  produced 
to  you.  This  copy  has  been  compared  with  a 
eopy  then  produced  by  your  grace  Hm»a 
you  that  copy  wiih  you? — i  liavr 

Your  grace  has  no  reason  to  think  there  is 
any  diflerenee  in  bearing  it  readf  — I  hnvu 
not. 

Mr.  £r*i:*ne  —  As  1  think  it  is  my  duly  to 
nmke  the  evidenee  as  intelligible  as  possible, 
the  letter  of  the  duke  of  Richmond  to  colonel 
Sharnmn,  in  favour  of  annual  parliaments 
and  universal  suffrage,  having  bet  n  now  read, 
I  propose  to  read  a  letter  lo^lord  Ashburton, 
written  and  publislied  by  Mr. Tooke,  in  which 
— though  I  aiu  hure  every  man,  who  has 
heard  tbe  letter  just  read,  must  have  great 
for  the 'iinliur  of  ii    Mr.  Tooke  dif- 


head  has  been  examjucd  as  a  witness  lor  the 
Crown 

Lord  Chief  Juslice  .E^rri.  —  Alltfanis  ob-  I  last  night,  in  the  course  of  my  address  to  tbs 


fered  m  opinion  Ironi  the  duke  of  Richmond  : 
it  is  the  letter  from  which  estracts  wcra  laaa 


aerviUion. 

Mr.  £rsfa*ae.— No;  the  attorney-general 

S poses  my  reading  this  letter  to  cotonel 
arm  <n. 

Mr.  An omci/- General. — 1  do  not  mean  to 
intemipt  Mr.  *Erskine;  but  I  do  bumbly  beg 
the  Court  ^vif|  he  <o  c^ood  as  not  to  permit 
observations  upon  evidence. 

Mr.  ^la'tc.— I  am  not  iBaUng  observa- 


jury.  Call  Mr.  .John  Debrett. 
[Mr.  Debrett  did  not  immediaielyappearj 

Mr.  Atfornry-Gfnrrul  -  !  rannnt  havA  • 
doubt  that  any  paper  produced  by  Mr.  Tooks^ 
or  Mr.  Erskine,  is  capable  of  proof ;  but  wink 

I  wi.sh  to  know  is,  uprtn  \vhnt  principle  the 
wcrks  of  a  gentleman,  m  a  lormer  part  ot  his 
life,  arc  evidence  in  such  a  cause  as  tlds. 
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fir  High  Treason. 


A*  D.  179^. 
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With  respccl  to  lliis  book  produceil  biiherto, 
tlie  duke  of  llichuioud's  letter,  oac  ui  liie 
witness**,  who  was  an  associated  member  of 
the  Society  for  t'onslitutional  Information, 
has  staled,  that  that  was  the  plan  upon  which 
Ibvf  acted;  and  therefore  it  is  necessary 
to  introduce  that  in  the  c:iii5e.  IMj.  rain«''s 
books  have  been  read,  hecaui^e,  in  the  books 
'  9(  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information, 
Ifaaiv  are  a  vast  number  of  entries  which  con- 
nect thf  ni.  we  sul»mit,  with  the  pnhlishing 
of  that  book  ;  but  I  do  not  find,  iu  any  tbin^ 
tbtt  baa  yet  passed,  any  allusion  to  the  publi- 
eation  now  stated. 
Mr.  Xrslwu.'-^lt  is  his  declaration  in  wht- 

Mr.  Toohe. — I  rather  believe  the  Bench, 
and  even  the  attorney-general  himself  will 
think  I  can  easily  make  it  admissible  upon 
his  own  pfinciple,  and  upon  his  own  practice. 
Th^  Ioo^ne«iS  of  that  evidence,  by  which  the 
te>ok  of  Mr.  Paine  was  introduce«i  a  day  or 
Ura  ago,  will  enable  me  (even  though  the 
publisher  should  not  appear)  I  believe,  upon 
the  same  ground,  to  introduce  this ;  for  that 
was  iaCrodoced  ufxai  the  supposition  that  it 
was  the  same  as  was  ecner  tll  v  known  to  be 
<arculated,  and  that  tliere  were  none  of  the 
same  kind  but  of  that  sort. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  fyre^Tbey  do  not  ob- 
ject upon  that  ground. 

Mr.  Tooke. — Upon  the  other  eround,  which 
I  come  to  nett,  I  think  it  will  m  still  easier 
forme,  because  the  indictment  charges  that 
divers  books,  pamphlets,  letters,  declarations, 
^voA  writings  were  published ;  and  I  do  not 
know  how  many  more  under  the  word 
**  dnxrt it  is  so  loose  that  all  the  libraries 
of  Europe  might  have  been  brought  in  evi. 
deoce  against  me.  This  is  a  declaration,  a 
pampltlfM,  :i  Ijook,  it  is  anything  that  you 
please,  coniaiticd  under  that  word  "  divers;'* 
tod  aa  others  were  introduced,  that  were 

written  and  m;nlc  by  otht-r  pr  r^ons,  berau'^e 
I^Kj  were  lucmbcrs  of  a  society  to  which  I 
vigbt.  Of  might  not  belong,  or  were  connected 
wiw  some  society  to  which  I  did  belong,  and 
therefore  were  to  operate  against  roe ;  this  is 
a  declaration  of  my  own,  which,  surely,  is  as 
dear  a  declaration  of  my  mind,  as  those 
faprrs  nre  t  f  ihf  nvind  of  snme  other  persons, 
wno  were  couuccled  with  some  other  persons, 
with  whom  I  might  possibly  be  connected. 
Mr.  Attorncy-Genrral. — I  ^-hall  be  very 
to  know  how  Mr.  Erskute  makes  it  evi- 


sUd  U 
wBDce. 


Mr.  Ertkine.—\  have  only  to  say,  that  it 
appears  to  nie  the  clearest  proposition  in  the 
world,  what  is  the  course  of  the  evidence  that 
we  are  now  offering  to  your  lordship,  part  of 
'^h  rh  ha*  been  received  ;  and  the  Court  can- 
not, without  departing  from  that  consistency 
whkh  it  never  will  ^depart  from,  shut  out 
this  evidence,  after  having  heard  what  it  has 
already  beard. 

We  did  not  coo6d6  our  etaoiination  of 
oajor  Carlwrighl  to  an  eKamlDation  of  that 


j  gentleman  as  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Society,  but  as  a  man  who  knew  Mr.  Tooke 
in  private  life^who  was  acquainted  with  his 
principles,  and  his  opinions  upon  political 
subjects.  If  an  overt-act  of  rebellion  were 
proved  upon  Mr.  Tooke,  I  should  still  think 
such  evidence  aduiissiLle  ;  but  I  should  think 
ilvery  weak  indeed;  as  1  agree  with  the  so- 
licitor>gcnerai,  that  in  lord  Lovat's  case  it 
amounted  to  no  evidence  al  all,  where  a  matt 
is  taken  in  flagrante  deluto,  where  a  roan  is 
taken  in  open  rebellion,  to  offer  evidence 
of  his  loyal  principles ;  but  when  you  mnnX 
to  argue  a  man  into  an  intention  to  rebel ; 
when  you  wish  to  argue  a  man  by  his  own 
writings,  and  an  appmbaUon  of  the  writings 
of  others,  into  aa  intention  to  subvert  the 
constitution  of  the  kingdom  ;  when,  by  con- 
stniction  and  inference,  (very  vaeue  infer- 
ence  I  think)  you  ate  la  argue  51  r.  1  ooke  into 
the  guilt  of  meaning,  not  a  reform  of  repre- 
sentation in  the  House  of  Commons,  which 
he  says  was  his  intention,  and  which  major 
Cartwright,  who  knew  his  sentiment':,  e^irj 
was  his  mtention  ; — when  the  attorney -gene- 
ral means  to  argue  that  from  all  tMt  Mr. 
Tooke  !j 's  sanctioned,  as  written  by  others, 
he  meant  to  go  farther  than  the  duke  ol 
Richmond  meant,  cannot  I  rebut  that  infei^ 
ence,  by  showing  that  he  meant  to  go  even 
short  of  what  the  duke  of  Richmond  meant  f 
and  is  it  to  be  presumed,  or  is  it  to  be  sup- 
posed, in  any  case— I  will  use  your  lordship's 
own  language,  which  is  bf  lt^r  than  any  which 
I  can  use—"  that  he  who  undertakes  to  make 
out  that  the  ctstensible  purpose  is  a  mere  veil, 
that  a  man  means  differently  from  that  which 
he  expresses  his  meaning  to  be,  must  do  it  in 
a  manner  so  satisfactory,  as  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  doubt  the  intention  to  be  different: 
for  tiiat  it  is  contrary  tu  all  fair  principle  ana 
contrary  to  human  hie  &o  to  reasoQ.*** 

Til  en  if  the  animut  is  the  cause,  (and  what 
else  is  the  cau^e')  if  the  lrrn»^(in  is  in  the 
miud;— as  in  the  mind  it  must  be^if  the 
overi-act  be  the  manifestation  of  that  trea- 
son, have  I  not  a  right  (and  what  was  the 
whole  trial  of  Mr.  Hardy,  but  the  exercise 
of  that  right?)  to  rebut  the  inference  ?  Vakal 
quantum^  valfrt  ptUU — 1  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  Mr.  Tooke,  or  any  body  else,  is  acquitted 
upon  my  producing  any  given  weight  of  evi- 
dence; but  if  you  do  not  produce  any  one 
paper  which  you  yourself  "^  ly  i?  an  overt  art, 
and  you  havoL  proved  divers  papers  approved 
of  by  my  client,  interspened  vnth  interhn^ 
tions  by  him,  or  any  other  species  of  appro- 
bation of  writings  composed  by  others,  may 
I  not  rebut  that  presumption  by  the  very  evi. 
dence  I  uin  producing  ? 

Wluit !« ihe  an'.vvpr  ?  The  answer  is  this— 
a  man  may  have  iiad  these  inteotions,  and 
may  have  had  these  ooiiiions  at  the  time 
when  this  book  wu  putdishadir  and  he  may 

*  See  Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre's  ebnsf  lo 
the  Oiand  Jmy,  aiiD^,  VoL  94,  p.  SOS. 
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fpnak*  those  iqtentioDs,  and  he  nngr  like  up 

others  at  a  later  period,  and  conspire  by 
^ce  to  cany  tliem  into  execution.    He  m^y 
do  so,  but  we  are  exankiuing  into  fitt  prolMhi* 
lity  whether  he  did  so,  and  I  am  not  to  stop 
here,  my  evidence  is  a  chaio  foi^isting  of 
many  links— «ot  so  many  iipks  as  tbo  attor- 
iiey-generars  evidence  consi<)t8  of,  and  not 
so  disjointed  as  his  links  are— but  all  united 
to^tpert— taking  yp  this  gentlemnn  in  the 
year  178i|^»  il  t  maa  not  going  so  far  as  the 
noble  person  who  wrote  that  book,  but  dif- 
fering With  that  noble  person,  liiehly  respect- 
ing him  as  the  author  of  tbe  book ;  aadoecrj 
maa,  1  th'mk,  who  hears  it  read,  must  res- 
pect the  work      U»e  atjthor  of  iu  fUibougb 
he  leay  differ  (as  I  have  eiprssseq  my  own 
difference)  in  the  universality  of  that  rcpre- 
jentation  and  sulfrage— I  mav,  like  my  client, 
stop  at  HouAslow  wneo  another  man  is  eoing 
to  Windsor;— I  meati  to  contend,  and  f  give 
the  attorney-scncral  notice  of  it,  that  this  is 
circiunBtanUal  evidence  iu  order  to  decypher 
the  mind  of  the  gentlemen  at  the  bar,  and 
to  show  that  he  is  not  that  f4lse  Irailor  which 
this  indicUueot  charges  him  to  be  from  his 
approbation  of  these  books,  ifhieb  ate  not 
laia  to  his  charge  as  specific  crimes  upon  this 
record,  but  laid  as  mamfe&tationsof  his  inten- 
tions, and  that  they  were. pubUsbed  by  him 
urith  inieatkNi  to  sabvert  toe  govemnent  of 
the  country. 

.  Your  lordbhip  is  already  acquainted  with 
the  eoBleiits  or  Ihb  book— I  shall  suppose 
that  Mr.  Debretl  were  here  (and  the  objection 
to  his  not  being  here  is  I  understand  waved) 
suppose  I  were  to  say  to  Mr.  Debrett,did  Mr. 
Tooke  conic  to  ywu  hiuI  a&k  you  to  publish 
this  book  for  him  i  He  did. — Did  you  read  the 
manuscript  ?  I  did  — Did  you  converse  with 
him  upon  llie  contents  of  it?  I  did.— Did  Mr. 
Tooke  tell  you  that  these  were  his  opinions? 
Ue  did.  It  tliat  is  not  evidence,  yuur  lord- 
ship mast  score  out  of  yuiir  book  every  thing 
YOU  have  been  lakinj;  down  lliis  tnornmg,  fur 
what  else  has  mn^t  Cartwfight  boea  exa- 
mined to.  except  a  few  ihmn  thet  related  to 
the  Consiitiitional  Society?  upon  what  other 
principle  was  an  honourable  friend  of  mine 
(Mr.  f  ranci»)  examined  *  in  favour  of  Mr 
Haidy? 

Then  wc  come  to  this  most  mon«slrous  fro- 
position,  that  though  Mr.  IJehrcll  might  have 
aeea  esamined  as  a  witness  to  a  conversation 
with  Mr  Tnnkr,  expressive  of  his  '•fntimcnts 
as  touod  m  this  book,  yet  it  is  not  lu  be  evi- 
dence wliea  it  is  pttblbbed  to  the  whole  wetM. 
Let  us  pause  a  little,  and  sec  what  this  pro- 
position is,  and  how  il  will  be  maiutaincd. 
The  ubj(  ct  of  aH  this  is  to  prove  that  you 
mean  lu  uUtain  a  subversion  of  the  govern- 
ment, by  infecting  the  minds  of  others  with 
iaise  prmciplrs  of  government,  by  infusiuj^ 
Into  Ipe  public  a  dislike  to  their  own  coast>- 
tutionyand  thereby  at  last  to  be  ablr-  to  cf- 

*  See  the  esamiattioiii  a af^  VoL  u,  p.  1 104« 


fact  your  iTtitorous  porpeie  by  the  most  peiw* 

erfiif  ensine  of  human  force,  that  which  is 
btyond  Ml  arms»  tbe  power  of  universal  opi- 
nioa»  i^iiMiist  which  most  undoubtedly  no  go- 
vernment Uiat  ever  existed  couhf  stand. 
Then  if  that  he  so,  what  lajs  law^  and  what 
savs  common  sense*  which  is  the  perenl  ef 
all  law  ?— Wiiy,  that  a  man  who  has  that 
traitorous  puritose,  can  never  in  tbe  same 
breath  be  publishing  a  book  which  shows  ha 
is  not  of  that  mind,  that  he  conceives  thel 
which  has  been  published  by  another  author, 
however  honourable,  is  mistaken,  and  that 
his  principles  are  not  of  the  same  sort.  I  haw 
showq,  and  it  is  my  object  to  show,  that  Mr. 
Tooke  wroto  this  ftoae  J^de» — How  do  I  show 
itr  I  doBot  say  the  book  shows  it,  but  that 
it  is  inconsistent  with  human  helief,  and 
opposes  thciwhole  course  of  human  expfiri" 
ence,  that  a  man  who  wants  to  accompUsh  » 
purpoee  hy  tbe  agency  of  others,  that  porpese 
being  specifically  a  criminal  purpose,  should 
tell  tne  whole  public  that  he  himself  is  not  a 
friend  to  that  prnpose  ha  wishes  to  accoosr 
plisl).   Why  then  at  a  much  later  period  than 
the  pubticatiou  of  this  book,  whwh  was  in 
trat,  major  Gertwrisht  says  Mr.Tooka  maa 
a  firm,  steady,  inflexible  man  to  lus  opinioaeL 
Was  he  a  man  likely  to  lay  down  an  opinioQ 
one  dsy,  take  it  up  another,  imd  lay  it  down 
a^ain  upon  a  third  ?  Why  is  not  the  character 
of  a  man  evidence?  If  he  did  not  change 
those  opinions,  is  that  not  evidence  tu  show 
he  was  not  a  man  Ukely  to  changed 

If  a  man  is  accused  of  a  crime,  do  aol  yon 
examine  hischanctcr  as  relative  to  that  crime f 
If  a  menis  aeevned  of  ta  tmoatora]  crime,  da 
yuvi  ask  if  he  pays  his  debts  ?  He  may  be  a 
munster^  and  yet  pay  his  debts.  No,  you 
ask  to  his  chastity,  to  his  morals.  If  a  man 
is  accused  of  a  robbery,  you  ask  questions 
analunoii^  to  the  nature  of  the  charge.— I 
speak  lo  a  most  honourable  person  upon  the 
bench,  who  latelv  tried  Mr.  Purefoy  for  the 
murder  of  colonel  Roper  in  a  duel.*  Wtut 
were  the  questions  asksd  as  ta  bis  charaetea. 
WereUmy  whether  he  was  a  good  effieavf 
DrlUed  his  company  well)  Was  a  well-bred 
man  ?  Whether  he  paid  his  debts?  No,  but 
whether  he  was  a  man  of  humanity.  A  geiv 
tieman  came  from  a  great  dislMioe  to  tesltfy 
that  humanity  was  (he  paramount  charao> 
tcri»tic  of  his  disposiliuQ.  Why  then,  if  in- 
flexibility^ if  firmness,  if  stsediaese  be  ti* 
characteristic  of  this  gentleman's  mind ;  and 
if  the  crime  imputed  to  him  be  that  lie  has 
eillMi  censpiied  to  levy  war  generally,  of 
which  I  read  something  upon  ilie  record, 
agwast  the  king,  or  that  he  conspired  to  levy  it 
in  tbe  particular  modes  pointed  out  by  this 
iodictmeat ;  tliat  is  to  say,  by  holding  a  con- 
vention, with  the  intent  that  that  conventioa, 
\vhen  assembled,  should  subvert  by  violence 


•  For  this  offence  Mr.  I'lirefoy  was,  at 
Maidstane  Summer  Assises  17  94«  tried  before 
Ms. 
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the  bftm  colnUMlfen  of  Ihu  kingdom ;  that 
\m  ^o»mA  bring  about  all  this  purfioM  by  all 
Iheae  books  and  pamphlets,  whkh  thoui^h 
•MDe  of  tb^m  may  be,  and  undoubtedly  »ere 
Ibil?,  th«y  w6re  not  either  published  or  ap* 
prored  of  hy  Mr.  Toukc,  have  1  not  a  right  to 
Migalite  «ven  the  (ouodntioQ  of  the  evt- 


Does  the  attorney-general  mean  to  argue 
ttnt ttm  evidence  is  conclusive?  Suppose  1 
nean  lu  nj  vour  evidence  i^  false,  from  which 

n«iMlt  tvulfer  that  Mr.  1  ooke  sa«r  all  those 
^rt  ffoiti  Norwich,  Manche^tpf,  Sheffield, 
or  any  where  else»  without  debating  the  qua- 
lity of  lh«i,  wlijrIlMfea  right  tu  use  this 
tvtdence  two  wriy«; ;  to  nrrrative  the  probabi- 
lity of  his  seeing  Uicse  letters  at  all ;  or,  if  be 
hm^njMitA  tomiwtean  them,  and  to  be  im- 
plioOed  la  their  contents,  to  negative  the 
trakoroMs  ptir^o^e  whidi  cootUtules  tbe 
charge  upon  tins  rect*rd. 

la  tt>e  name  of  the  prisoner  Mid  tht  consti> 
tutro-n  nf  tills  rmitttry,  I  call  upon  your  lord- 
ships never  to  forget  that  we  are  here  not 
«pMi  tlie  trial  «f  a  nbel,  %utw«  an  here  upon 

atrill  ti'r  Treason,  in  coinpassing  the  dettli 
•f  tbe  kmg^that  no  evidence  is  relevant 
wineliddes  nut  go  to  that  point;  that  tbe 
evidence  which  your  lordship  has  admitted  is, 
that  thr  mind  of  the  man  may  be  sifted,  and 
upnn  no  ullier  principle  can  the  attoroey-ge- 
Mial  atafid  up  to  make  his  reply  to  the  jiny. 

T  sm  Mut  char;»inj5  my  hnn  Tind  worthy 
£r»eod  liie  iitUiriiey-geaeral,  wtth  meaning  to 
llNrtoutany  thin^,  whiehforthemoaielithts 
own  conscience  >S:>v>  noi  irll  hinj  he  has  a 
right  tu  do;  hut  1  am  arguing  it  fairly,  and  I 
caaaot  help  saying,  it  appears  to  me  that  this 
JaoM  link  of  a  loog  chain  of  evidence  which 
I  purftone  to  give,  and  whirli  your  lordship, 
la  conformity  to  your  \va^\.  conduct  in  the 
eane,  lotd  Mr.  Tooke,  in  my  hearing  this 
florntns,  a^'t'-r  hr  hrul  e\ pVairioc"?  tlic  rialure 
af  that  evidence,  you  should  littlen  to  with  an 
hidalgrnt  car,  of  whMi  I  have  no  maimer  of 
doub I ,  a nd  t  h p rc fo rc  ih e  only  question  is— — 

Lord  (Jhiel  Justice  £y^e.— 1  and  nothing  of 
specific  evidence. 

Mr.  XFiftlM.— Your  lordship,  no  Aiobt,  ex- 

raed  every  evidence  that  wa*.  competent  to 
received — I  am,  therefore,  not  arguing 
what  effect  this  oufcht  to  have  upon  jrour 
lordship"'^  ruind  when  received;  or  \vh;it 
adect  upon  the  minds  ot  the  jur^  wht-n 
laeelved,  bat  mh  merely  updR  the  question  of 
the  admiHikjhility  of  it:  and  yotir  lordship 
ntt^r  altow  me  to  *ay,  that  Ft  is  conceded  to 
me,  that  thi6  is>  a  IxMjk  actually  written  by 
Iff.  Vbake;  written  in  his  closet ;  whencom- 
po*^ft.  carried  to  a  Ijof  kst  lli  r ;  printed,  and 
bj  bis  urder  put  into  circuUlton  in  the  world 
I^UMboakialler. 

I  p\it  it  th;T';  -  Wonltl  thi?  Ii;ivc  bprn  evi- 
dence  far  the  aitorncjf-geoeral,  supposing  this 
had  l*ee<i  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Tooke,  at 
■Qv  time  i^er  be  bad  shown  all  the  proof  he 
haagf  tbeomVactSy  in  ord«  to  inow  Ifaat 


thia  MnUMaui*8  dispoeitionf  were  never  ma* 
narcoical,  that  he  was  a  republican  from  Mi 

birth,  eonid  the  altomey-peneral  have  pro- 
duced any  thing  written  and  published  by  the 
prisoner  ?  I  concaiva  there  can  be  no  ooabl 
ne  couid.  Have  you  not  received  in  evidence 
a  letter  agreed  upon  at  Chalk  Farm,  when 
LovHt  waamtha  eluir,  wlmm  I  midarltka 
to  prove  Mr.  Tooke  aOTtf  MW;  latlil  ha  HIP 
him  in  the  Tower  ? 

Shall  m^  client  be  loaded  with  all  the  in- 
ferences arisng  from  letters,  vmtten  by  men 
of  whose  eiistence  he  never  heard  Shfi!!  it 
be  open  to  llie  attorney- general  to  produce 
writings  at  any  time  to  thdw  Mr.  Tooke*s 
dispositions?  What,  for  instance,  has  his  o A: 
ferti^  four  thousand  livres  to  France,  at  A 
time  that  thb  nation  was  at  fieaea,  todowith 
the  overt  act  apon  the  record,  but  upon  thii 
prmciple,  m  order  to  show  that  Mr  Tooke 
was  interested  in  the  prosperity  ot  France, 
that  be  wished  her  to  prevail  against  the  suiw 
rounding  dr«fvot?  invading  her,  England  then 
being  a  neutral  nation,  and  from  thence  ar» 
gumentalively  inlemng  that  we  were,  ps^* 
sooth,  to  take  our  system  of  liberty  from  the 
I  rcncb.  Then,  if  that  be  so^  1  wish  to  meet 
it,  ihere  are  two  tidet  ki  m  caum,  the  pii* 
soner  must  be  heard,  as  well  as  the  crown, 
and  I  cannot  conceive  that  thero  is  a  proposi- 
tion more  clear  upon  cai  lii,  than  that  this,  as 
a  link  in  the  chain  of  that  evidence,  is  admis- 
sible upon  tlu  fuoting  ih  it  it  is  a  decl  i.rt\tior>, 
not  of  Mr.  1  ooke  to  an  individual,  but  a  more 
important  declaratiaB,  a  daelaratian  to  tha 
wholr  ]>iih!ir  Tn  the  last  cause  a  Mr.  Groves 
proved  tlul  Mr.  Tooke  stood  up  in  a  public 
room  ■■ 

Mr.  Solictor  G<a«ral.— <Kot  in  this  cause. 

Mr.  £riA:ifie.— The  last  caa^c  was  tri«J  by 
this  Court,  and,  therefore,  it  is  a  precedent  to 
which  I  may  refer  as  much  as  I  may  refer  to 
any  other  precedent  in  the  books,  anfl  I  can 
refer  to  it  with  more  effect,  because  it  is  mcut 
analogoot  to  the  bosiDets  in  hand,  because  it 
was  decided  by  tbe  same  judges,  and  because 
it  must  be  in  the  memory  of  the  (kturt — Upon 
that  trial  Groves  was  asked,  whether  Mr. 
Tooke  (lid  not  in  a  public  room  9%y  so  and 
so  *  What  is  th  xt  hot  a  declaralion  to  a  great 
many  persons,  and  wijcrc  is  tlie  difference  be- 
tween a  declaialmn  by  parol,  to  a  great  num- 
ber of  persons,  aiid  a  dccliriti  Dii  m  writing 
to  a  much  greaternumbcrot  persons,  extend* 
ing  to  the  whole  of  the  pubfie  which,  it  ft 
supposed,  he  intended  to  corrupt  by  iIk  cir- 
culation of  writings  of  ail  opposite  tendencj 
to  that  which  I  ofler  in  evidence  ? 

I  shall  bow  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
humility  to  whatrvrr  judgment  your  lordship 
shall  pronounce  upon  thu  subject ;  and  1  bava 
no  doubt  my  client  will,  and  oiitbt  lo  ba 
tisfied  with  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  because 
every  man  ought  to  be  satisbed  with  the  jut* 
tiee  that  is  administered  to  Mm  in  the  eoii»> 

•  Sot  Uit4jr*a€aM.aal^  Vol.     p.  750.  ' 
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try  in  which  he  is  a  subject.    But  wbea  1 1 
compare  this  evidence  with  the  rest  of  the 
evidence  adautted  by  your  iurd»bip^  when  I 
fam  had  reason  to  see  how  iiernectly  that 

principle  of  evidence  Is  undcr>lotjd  hy  t!ie 


from  the  beginntiig  of  time,  at  least  as  (mt 
back  as  he  has  extstrd  *  When  other  facts 
exi»t,  wbeo  ottier  dccliiraiions  can  be  proved 
to  have  been  made,  when  other  acts  have 

been  done  which  will  t;ivc  to  tfiis  act,  indif- 


Court,  as  every  principle  of  evidence  must  be  ferent  io  itself,  a  tejidency,  directly  contranr 
imderstood  hy  a  Court,  filled  with  so  much   to  that  which  they  wish  to  giv«  to  it,  shafi 

learning  as  this  is,  I  cannot  permit  myself  to  ,  we  not  be  permitted  to  produce  tliem  ? 
donbt  tor  one  inonienl  tliat  a  piece  of  evidence,       Mr.  Erbkine  properly  observed,  that  when 
wliicii,  atier  tlie  experience  we  have  liad  in    major  Carlwright  was  called,  he  was  ques> 
the  profession,  appears  to  us  to  be  open  to  no    tioned  to  acts  of  Mr.  Tooke's  life,  be  wis 

objection  Wvdi  cAu  he  «,i:itff!,  incl  insisted  asked  not  only  to  what  pas^pfl -jt  tfip  mcetinM 
upon  wilh  edect,  will  be  admiUcd  by  your  !  of  Uiose  societies,  but  to  couversaUons  wiUi 
lordships.  Mr.  Tooice,  to  the  principlce  of  Mr.  Toohe  aa 

Mr   O'itfi?:  — T  shall  trouble  your  lordship  '  thev  were  loir  collected  from  those  conver- 


witii  very  few  words,  after  the  way  in  which 
Mr.  Erskine  has  argued  this. — ^The  question 
Your  lordship  is  trying  ie,  whether  Mr.  Tooke 
has  been  guilty  of  con»pa«sin<»  the  king's  death. 
One  oi  the  overt  acts  staled  is,  that  he  agreed 
to  the  calling  a  convention  for  the  purpose  of 
deposing  the  king ;  tliere  is  no  proof  tnat  he 
agreed  to  calling  a  convention  for  that  pur* 
pose,  I  mean  no  direct  proof  of  it ;  but  the 
gentlemen  on  llie  other  side,  in  order  to  give 
that  colour  to  an  act,  the  existence  ofwliich  is 
proved,  that  be  met  with  others  who  u^rccd 
to  the  calling  a  convention,  irt  order  to  give  a 
colour  t  )  that,  :ind  to  show  that  his  intention 
was,  liiaiitiat  cunveution,  when  called,  should 
proceed  to  depose  the  king,  they  go  through 
tlie  history  of  his  life,  they  givn  rvidence  of 
bis  dedaratio  n  s ,  tiiey  give  evidence  of  his  acts, 
tnd  not  only  that,  but  they  give  e^/ldence  of 
the  acts  and  declarations  of  any  man  in  this 
kingdom  lor  the  purpose  ofprovine  that  such 
a  conspiracy  existed,  duii  iliaiMr.  looke  was 
a  partner  in  that  conspiracy. 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  doei  not  common 
justice,  and  does  not  coiuoiou  reason  require, 
that  if  tliey  mean,  hy  entering  into  the  ge- 
neral life  uf  Mr.  Tooke,  to  give  rolour  to  a 
particular  act  of  his  which  is  mdiffereot  m 
itaelf,  it  thoy  mean,  by  the  history  of  his  ge- 
neral life,  to  show  thai  l!»c  tendency  of  that 
act  was  criminal  as  they  have  stated — does 
not  common  justice,  does  not  common  rea- 
son, and  docs  not  common  honesty  require 
that  Mr.  Tooke  should  be  permitted  tosive 
to  evidence  those  passages  of  bis  lilic,  which 
he  thinks  show  that  this  act  has  a  contrary 
tendency,  and  lo  show  from  tlxj-c  ac l«»  that 
bis  principles  are  incompatible  wiiii  what  thc^ 
impute  to  him  ?  Thta  which  we  ofler  in  evt- 
dence  is  an  act,  a  public  act  of  Mr.  Tooke's, 
it  is  more  than  a  mere  declaration ;  but  sup- 
posing we  were  onlv  offering  cvideute  of  what 
Mr.  lookc  decUnMf,  wbht  has  been  the  con- 
duct of  the  attorney /z/^nfral,  in  r  indticting 
this  prosecution,  trout  the  becouuig  to  the 
eodr  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  attorney- 
general  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hardy  >  Did  hr 
Aol  give  similar  evidence  from  the  bcsmuing 
to  tm  end  f  Is  my  clwnt  to  be  affectcdby  tlie 
declaration  of  third  persons,  in  order  to  show 
that  he  is  criminal  ;   and  is  he  n'tt  to  have 

the  beneht  of  every  deeiaraiiou  ol  Im  own, 


sations;  that  evidence  was  given,  and  it  vras 
not  objected  to ;  ptriiaps,  the  learned  gentle- 
men will  say  it  was  unobjected  to  because 
they  did  iv>t  udverl  lo  it.  Their  learnin2;  and 
their  bagdCtLy  rtuiiers  it  impossible  thai 
should  he  credited.  I  am  Sure  that  if  an  ol>. 
jection  Ji.id  existed  to  llie  m;inncr  in  \vhicfi 
we  questioned  major  CartwngUt,  iheir  learu* 
ing  would  have  shown  them  that  the  objec- 
tion existed,  and  their  sagacity  would  miT« 
led  them  to  the  discovery  of  it.  But  did  not 
the  eisht  days  trial  of  llardy  consiet  of  thb 
sort  of  examination  ? — The  whole  of  the  pri- 
soner's case  was  of  that  sort — I  venture  to  say 
there  were  twenty  vvUai:hses  called,  who  were 
constantly  examined  by  my  fnend  and  me,  to 
what  hn  ]  been  Mr.  Hardy's  declarations  upon 
Ibe  suhjects  of  goveruiueut,  and  what  were 
his  principles  with  respect  to  Iheconstitutioa. 
Ana  this  sort  of  examination  is  not  confined 
to  this  case.  I  am  not  prepared  to  cite  par- 
ticular ca&cs  at  present,  but  your  lordship's 
memory  will  suggest  to  you  many  cases  in  tnn 
State  Triab,  whicli  will  assure  you,  that  I  am 
not  citing  cases  that  do  not  exi<-t.  I  recollect 
the  casic  of  lord  Russell,  doctor  Burnett  aa 
I  renicinlcr,  who  was  one  of  the  witnr^sc* 
fur  lord  llussell,*  was  asked  what  had  beea 
lord  fttmell's  dedaratioas,  witli  respect  to  hk 
lovalty — and  I  remember  one  ol  ilinse  men, 
who  was  hard  pressed,  I  think  by  JetTries,  I 
believe  it  was  one  of  those  concerned  in  the 
Kye-housc  Plot,  was  asked  as  to  any  declicftp 
ti()n«  of  loy.illy  that  he  had  ever  fie;iTf!  rome 
from  liie  prisoner's  mouth;  and  he  whs  cro&^ 
examined,  not  only  by  counsel,  but  by  the 
(■ui;rt  ;  and  cross-examined  particularly  as  to 
where  those  declarations  of  loyalty  bad  been 
uttered,  in  what  company,  whether  in  the 
company  of  friends  or  of  enemies. 

Now,  was  that  a  condor  t  the  Court  would 
have  held,  if  tliey  thought  the  question 
ouzht  not  to  be  put  at  ell  f  They  would  have 
said,  it  matters  not  what  yonr  declarations  of 
loyally  liave  been,  the  question  is,  whether 
you  arc  guilty  of  the  crime  imputed  to  you, 
hut  as  to  your  declarations  they  are  not  cvi- 
deoce  for  you.  On  the  contrary,  the  Coiirt 
examined  to  tlie  tendency  of  those  decia- 
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ratioiis,  examined  to  the  time  at  which  Ibey 
mwn  OMKie,  exomiDed  u  to  the  circmnttuices 

undpr  which  they  were  made,  to  thecwnpany 
in  which  they  were  made,  all  ot  which  is  per- 
ItMtlyioconststent  withenopinionintheCourt, 
thit  the  flf'cUration'^  wprc  not  evidence  at  all. 
Then,  it  Keoerai  declarations  of  lovalw  are 
•ndence  wr  a  man  who  to  accasea  of  high 
INMOB,  how  tnnch  more  must  a  public  act 
of  his  be  evidence  to  the  same  purpose  > 

Your  lordship  will  observe,  the  attorney - 
l^er^  merelj  made  his  objection,  and  de- 
sired he  mie;ht  hear  iis  beforr  he  arlrlresscd 
the  Courts  we  have  therefore  no  argument 
loaDtssor;  the  attomey-genertt  has  assigned 
to  the  Court,  in  makin:^  this  obj-xlitm,  no  one 
reason  whatever  upon  which  he  founds  it, 
sod  therefore  I  have  nothing  from  the  attor- 
■sy  ganeral  to  answer;  I  have  only  to  state 
to  your  lordstups  those  principles  of  law,  those 
ntthonuesio  other  cases,  ana  those  decisions, 
•r  at  Uaat  aequiescenees,  in  this  case,  whieh 
?frfm  tonic  to  fvtablish  the  principle  that  this 
wbich  we  otter  is  evidence.  Upon  that 
ground  I  hope  the  Court  will  reeeiTe  it« 

ALr.  Attorney  General.-^l  shall  certainly 
be  <^vemed  by  your  lordship's  opinion  upon 
ti^  fact.  Mr.  Uibbs  savs  he  has  heard 
Mhiiw  upon  the  aubjcct  n<MD  the  atioraey- 
generaT  

Mr.  Gikbt.  —  Vou  roistmderstaod  me. — 
The  eoone  of  things  is,  when  yoii  take  an 
ohicclion,  that  you  argue  it  first,  that  we  an- 
swer you,  and  that  prou  reply,  in  this  case, 
you  take  the  objection,  you  give  us  nothing 
la  anawer;  then,  if  you  argue  it  in  ^jpour 
reply,  we  hive  no  opportunity  to  answer  it. 

Mr.  Attornetf  Uena  ai. — i  have  out  the  least 
ohjaetion  to  your  reply. 

llr.  Giths. — Then  it  is  very  well. 

Ifr.  AUtu-nof  OeiuraL—youT  lordship  will 
teeoUect  in  what  way  this  comes  before  the 
CSourt.  This  book  is  produced  as  a  book  pub- 
lished in  the  ycnr  1789,  by  the  gentleman 
now  at  the  bar,  and  a  witness  was  proposed 
ta  he  called  to  ptova  the  publication  of  it  by 
that  gcntJenian  1  staled  to  the  Court  what, 
pef^iUM,  upon  public  principle,  I  ought  to  re- 
gret tut  I  nave  ttated,  that  I  thouldffiapenae 
with  the  produc  tiuii  of  the  witness  to  prove 
the  publication.  And  I  tell  your  lorJship 
why  I  do  it,  because  I  perceive  that  every 
•thing  that  is  mere  matter  of  indulganee,  and 
to  save  the  lime  of  the  Court,  i?  aruuefl  upon 
ahenrards,  asafibnliog  a  principle  udoo  which 
avideaeaiatobe  adniitled,if  an  oojeetion  is 
taVea. 

Wiiat  Mr.  Erskine  says  is  certainly  true, 
&e  prisoner  is  to  be  heard ;  I  say  that,  in 
this  Country,  every  {Hriaoner  is  heard ;  and  I 
do  not  like  that  sort  of ohsfrvatioti,  unle<?s  ihf 
gentleman  will  go  t^tiher,  and  say  that  he  is 
not  heard;  great  care  is  taken  that  he 
should  be  heard.  II:ivini>  been  heard  upon 
it.  and  liaving  stated  my  objection,  I  desired 
aiM  that  Mr.  Snktne  wnaM  ba  ao  good  aa  to 
state  the  ground  tipoQ  iHuch  he  CQpcrived  It 


to  be  evidence ;  and  I  am  now  risiiie;  to  ofTer 
to  your  lordship  a  very  few  icasunte  wr  think-* 

iog  that  il  is  not  evidence:   meaning  to  *ay' 
a^n,  that  1  have  no  anxiety  about  the  do- 
asion  upon  this  point  of  evidence,  any  move' 
than  T  have-  about  the  result  of  the  cause  it-' 
self,  exceot  that  1  may,  according  to  the  best' 
of  mj^  juagment,  do  my  duty  to  the  public  in' 
the  situation  in  which  I  stand.   If  it  shall  be* 
your  lordship's  opinion  that  this  is  evidt-nre," 
it  will  £0  down      a  precedent  to  poatcril^' 
with  infinitely  more  authority  belonging  to  II' 
than  if  it  bad  been  admitted  merely  upun  my 
consent;  and  it  will  be,  therefore,  fur  the  be- 
ne6t  of  the  public,  that  the  objeetlon  should 
be  taken.    I  take  leave  also  to  say  now,  that 
I  wilt  not  trouble  your  lordship  with  one' 
single  word  upon  the  cttecl  of  the  evidence.  F 
will  not  answer  what  has  been  stated  about 
the  infinite  nun ihcr  of  links  of  the  chain  in" 
the  evidence  which  has  been  offered  on  the 
part  of  the  prosecution,  nay,  not  even  to  ob-' 
^crvr,  th  it  ihr'^e  links  are  so  far  from  infinite, 
that,  as  lar  as  I  have  heard  of  them  of  late, 
they  are  but  few  in  number.  * 

It  is  stated,  that  in  the  case  of  my  lord 
Lovat,  evidence  of  this  sort  could  not  be  re- 
ceived.— 

Mr.  £rf iline.— I  did  not  say,  could  not  be 
rec(  i ved ;  but,  would  have  oo  soct  of  weij^t' 
when  received. 

Mr.  Ait6rney  Oenenl.  —  If  ray  teamed- 
friend  puts  it  so,  I  have  no  farther  observa- 
tion to  make  upon  that  case.    But  I  cannot 
conceive,  that  if  lord  Lovat  could  have  been 
uroved  to  be  the  authw  of  five  hundred* 
hooks  upon  the  law  ff  treason,  and  neainst 
levying  war  a^^iost  the  king,  it  wouldhavo 
been  possible  nrbim  to  have  oflTered  inevi-' 
ffrnrp  publications  of  that  sort,  after  the  evi. 
dence  for  the  crown  bad  been  heard  to  prove 
— I  do  not  sav  to  establish  by  a  verdict,  for 
it  is  never  taken  in  that  sense  to  be  proved' 
till  the  jury  have  given  their  verdict;  but' 
after  witnesses  had  been  heard  to  depose, 
that  lord  Lovat  was  actually  found  in  the  fiekl 
of  battle,  warring  against  his  sovereign,  it 
could  not  poeeibly  m  contended  in  such  a 
case  that  tnat  evidence  could  have  been  re- 
ceived. 

With  respect  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Purcfoy,  it 
appears  to  me  cxiitlly  the  same.  There  could 
be  no  doubt,  unquestionably,  that  when  a* 
person  i«  rhurpcrl  witti  that  species  of  murder 
which  la  occasioueii  by  duelliog,  or  when 
charged  with  any  ether  species  of  moider, 
that  you  may  call  witnesses  to  prove  his  ge- 
neral humane  character ;  but  would  it  have 
been  competent  to  call  witnesses  lo  prove, 
that,  ten  years  before,  he  had  wrote  a  book 
airi!n«it  duelling,  and  therefore  the  jury  is  to 
acquit  him  of  the  fact  ot'  tlie  dud,  which' 
was  deposed  to  on  the  part  of  the  prosecu- 
tion? 

My  learned  friend  says,  that  the  prisoner 
is  not  chained  with  the  publication  of  libels  ; 
I  do  most&tinetly  adiut  it  ;  and  I  desire  it 
.  a  A 
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W  b«  moet  fuUy  und^rstoolt  th»l  if  the  io- 

dictnient  is  not  brousjhi  home  to  the  prisoner 
Ip  t^Q  c«l«oi  qf  the  charx^  coQtsined  in 
indioimefii,  thit  Coqrt      Uio  jury  ht^  no- 
thin?  to  do  with  any  olhcr  charge.   But  when 
xuy  Wmed  Triend  weiuioDs— or,  [  bqlieve  it 

the  geutletu»Q  at  the  b»r,  who  stated  it 
ilffj  sLiuitgly^thM  tl>e  indictment  stutM 
divers  books,  pamphlets,  lulters.,  instructions, 
JiMffHltions,  tt  Cit«y<t,  ipcitiog  the  su^jecta  gt 
«nf  M  tht  kiof  to  come  to  fhie  eonvembnt 
l||u|«lMn  III*  indictment  also  state9  divers 
hooks,  pamphlets,  letters,  uistructioni>,  reso- 
lutii>o9,  orders,  addresses,  and  writings,  in  aoo- 
tbfr  ovfit  act,  etated  in  thf  indictment,  of 
which  HlUe  nolii  e  has  ever  yet  been  taken, 

aytm  to  bring  pbout  a  cousptracy  to  bub- 
Hert  Um  govemnsf 01  And  to  <)epo6e  the  king 
(wholher  proved  or  not  it  will  be  for  the  jury 
toJu4ge  by-nnd-by);  which  must  go  to  the 
TWj,  even  if  they  sbouki  be  pf  opinion  that 
tins  convention  was  not  the  mean  U*  brins 
:^iu>ut  the  end  charged  in  the  indictment  I 

3 lean  to  contend,  that  if  I  have  proved  that 
ivcrs  letters,  instnntions  re!K}Uitions,  &c. 
had  been  composed  and  published  by  the  pri- 
aoQor  tq  U)Q  BHii  »ut{:d  lo  the  iudiciutent,  I 
am  still  at  a  loss  to  see  upon  what  ground  it 
is  to  be  said  that,  beciiuse  I  have  proved  that, 
the  prisoner  is  at  liberty  to  give  in  evidence  a 
book  exhorting  person.'*,  in  the  year  1782,  to 
qlhtr  Qonduct,  and  other  acts  than  those 
wbkh  arc  the  acts,  and  the  conduct  to  which 
hfi  W  iQciisU  h>  the  hooks,  &c.  whi«h  I  have 
l^ven  in  evMoace,  h^woen  the  ye$n  1791 
i«ad  179  i. 

The  case  of  Mr.  Francis,  who  was  examined 
on  tho  trial  of  Hardy,  has  been  mentioned ; 
now  how  did  that  stand f  It  hud  been  proved, 
that  the  Lombu  Correspoodirs  Society,  and 
the  booiely  for  Cunslitutiooai  Information, 
K«4,  upon  the  I0th  of  AfrU,  I  think  1793, 
distinctly  stated,  in  letters  to  certain  societies, 
>»hich  iiave  been  read  again  upon  this  trial, 
that  their  concsfoodents  worn  not  to  look  to 
tike  executive  power  of  tho  counlr}-,  not  to 
Jook  to  the  parhament  of  the  country,  but  to 
iwok  to  a  Convention  of  the  People,  formed 
hf  delegates  frum  themselves.  It  had  been 
proved,  that  in  the  address  of  the  6th  of  Au- 
gW&ti  3  7  03  (which  your  loidshijp  has  iteard 
iNlhiB  time  tiro  deyt)  theao  metiee  htil  ro- 
cornineuded  a  petition  to  parliament,  not 
nad«r  tlie  idea  that  parliament  was  to  give 
them  any  relief,  but  that  they  had  recom* 
mended  that  petition  to  parliament  as  a  mea- 
sure to  bring  the  public  mind  to  the  other 
measure  which  is  charged  m  this  indictment 
83  crimioaU  namely,  brinj>ing  about  thst  r»> 
firesa  by  their  own  slrbn<;th,  and  their  own 
ibrce,  which  tl.ey  had  m)  distinctly  stated  the 
fKirliaoieiit  and  the  king  were  not  to  giva 
Ukhi* 

Then  on  the  part  of  Mr.  [lardy  it  was  pro- 
posed, thatjkJr.  IfrancU  should  be  called-^to 
40  Vhitr  Whx>  to  prore  that  Hardy  and 
to  litai  A  th«iOHM  oi  that 


tm 


verypi^  whMh  had  ht|Mi  dcpoeed  tm  m 

the  part  of  the  prosecution,  in  order  to  answet 
what  had  been  lUted  on  the  pan  of  the 
efown,  and  to  aaswtrithi  ifaa-ewmaf  • 
transaction  immediately  connected  with  tho 
transactions  of  the  society  at  that  time;—* 
that  they  had  come  to  Mr.  Francis,  and  had 
held  a  language  with  hun  lo  induct  him  i» 
present  that  pelition,  which  convinced  him 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  had  gone  • 
Meat  deal  ftrthtr»  tha%  an  fa*  aadiigWod 
from  conversation  with  Hardy,  Hardy  would 
have  been  contented  that  ti^  prayer  of  that 
petition  should  go.  That  was  a  tact,  in  thr 
cuuri«e  of  the  transaction  which  was  then  bo» 
fore  the  Court,  and  that  was  part  of  the  con* 
dgct  of  the  prisoner  then  at  the  bar,  m  Uie 
very  article  of  his  conduct  as  an  associalaA 
member  of  the  London  Cwresponding  Society, 
explaining  to  Ms,  Fiancia  the  oliyect  of  thki 
very  identical  jirauartia  whiob  wahad,  im 
the  prosecution,  imputed  a  criminal  intent,  and 
supported  that  criminal  intent  by  a  great  deal 
of  evidence  which  was  to  go  to  the  jury. 
That  appears  to  me  moat  ptrlM%  iKltiDH 
from  the  present  question. 

As  to  the  proceedings  at  Chalh  Farm,  mm 
IKend  asks,  upon  wha* ground^ were  tbqraAi 
mitted  ?  Your  lordship  recollects,  that,  upon 
the  27th  of  March,  1704,  the  London  Cofv 
responding  Society  seot  a  letter  about  a  con* 
vcntion  (of  what  sort  is  tor  the  jury  to  deciia 
by  and-by)  which  rootains  certain  resolutions^ 
which  resolutions,  in  the  very  terms  of  them, 
eay,  that  these  is  to  be  a  convention,  BOi«t 
delegates  of  the  societies,  but  of  the  peo* 
plc,  by  delegates  from  the  sooiatiea ;  ao^.  ha 
the  cofflrounication  of  thoM  laifdaliMi^  »  it 
added,  that  they  (the  Corresponding  aaUatob 
are  tu  have  a  meeting  upon  the  14th  of  April, 
1794.  Then  the  proceedings  of  thu  I4lh  of. 
April.  1794,— the  preceadinga  of  tho  aaacH 
ciated  members,  in  the  course  of  this,  whieh, 
as  prosecutoi^aiwuys  meaning  to  submit  that 
qnestioa  to  the  jury,  hut  which,  aa  praaa 
cutor,— I  am  bound  to  call  a  traitorous  conspi. 
rary,  till  they,  by  their  authority,  have  lohl 
me  1  ought  no  kmgcx  to  call  it  so.  The  pio« 
eaadiM,  therefhie^  af  the  I4th  of  Apiil^  las 
proceeding  in  the  course  of  that  vwy  tnuisac- 
Uou,  it  is  an  intermediate  proceed mg  belwcaa 
the  commonieattan  of  the  purpose  of  a  com> 
vention,  and  the  completion  ot  that  purpoaa»  « 
as  I  call  it  :  they  appo)nted  a  comrai 
correspondence  and  co-uperatioiK  by 
solutions,  a  corrected  draft  of^  wUi^  waa- 
found  in  the  prisoner's  hand- writin»». 

My  fiiends  take  another  objccUon  to  the 
letter  ofloring  four  thousand  livres  to  the 
Frcndi.  Here  are  papers  found  in  the  custody 
of  the  gentleman  at  the  bar,  at  the  time  whaa 
that  gMtleman  la  a  memher  of  tha  Caaiti 
tutional  Society,  which  had  correapoodml 
(according  to  tho  evidence)  with  theJaeobina 
in  France  — corresponding  with  tlie  Jacohtna 
whaa  that  ccMitiy  had  a  king«*wwhich  waft 
it  Um  veqrtpM  to  whiahthM 


Digitized  by  Google 


lettert,  by  ilm  eontenU  of  them,  refer,  with 
the  Nations!  Convention  in  France,  when 
tbat  coiuitr J  ceased  to  iiavc  a  kiiij^  a  »\ib 
•criptiM  goittg  ferwant  in  the  €3Daetittition<il 
SoctrTv,  as  the  witnesses  huve  drpowi  — thn 
IcUer  wds  in  the  olatodj  ot'  the  priM»u«r,  r«- 
ItfiDg  l»  that  vtiy  e«teoH|ili«e,  aod  tMuif, 
when  address! n;^  the  Naliunal  Cnnvcnlion  of 
France,  witiiuuta  king,  that  the  cause ul  France 
and  EogUind  is  a  commoo  eaasc,  is  the  Mune 
cause.  Ball,  byroad  that,  nay  friend  wtil  feool* 
Jcct  the  connexion  of  that  !t?Hpr«'itlj  thpinvme- 
diMie  tran%af,Uoo,  from  itito ctrciuMaUuce,  that, 
b^rt  tlHit  wse  albred»  •  letter  was  given  iu 
cridrnc,  of  the  8th  of  Aitgiist,  from  Hardy, 
and  another  from  Margarot,.in  whtch  they 
iUUst  to  Ibe  gentleiBMi  •!  tbt  bar>  a  queetian, 
!•  desire  to  know  bis  thoughts  aUiut  a  sate 
communication  with  respect  to  France ;  and 
then,  ihere  is  alterw«r(i>>  entored,  upon  the 
bwkt  of  the  Society  fur  Constitutional  Infor- 
eeatioa,  that  addrars,  which  begins  with  the 
woaU  **  fVeikcbiDeo,  wUUe  fureigo  r«i*ber:i" 
«-«ad«HridihMlint  pMfe--**  Tho  elcd^ 
«f  lianovcr  may  do  as  He  p!ea-cs,  lul  if 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  should  forget  this, 
we  wiU  ooti"  and  which  oendudes  with  a 
IMMM  iD  which  the  attention  of  the  jury 
rau^tbe  r^fHed  by  and  hy.  I  will  sajrnolbing 
about  the  edect  of  it  at  present. 

A  psfter  M  knad  in  tM  autody  of  the  gen* 
tleman  aiihc  bar,  which,  whethernicani  h*  hii 
ova  address  or  the  addresaof  aoiiic  other  per* 
ins,  it  is  for  the  jury  todtcidepneefttly.  TbeM 
lines  were  sent  to  the  National  Cooveotion 
of  France,  to  oppq;»e  the  tyranf*  who  had 
dared,  or  sliouki  dare,  to  aiteinpt  tiicir  iiber- 
liny-«ven  if  ihey  were  of  tbseMiNrjof  the 
pernon  that  is  proved  to  have  writt'-n  thai 
^per.  it  is  upon  these  grounds  i  take  that 
lipvctrieUy  toheM  nliolt«r  tiimi  io 
yMcaurse  of  the  tramuitiMi,  wad  cuacmi 
with  every  part  of  it 

Then  it »  said  by  Mr.  Otbbi.  if  this  is  the 
CM  JM  mmf  five  evidence  of  UMtkdMMiM 
•if  iDy  man  ih  this  kingdom. 

Mr.  OtUt.—l  did  not  say  yoo  miejm 
hmv^  daMI  I  waii,  I  iMidcMtaod  ym  bad 
don '7  so. 

hlr.  AUameif  Gentfl. — I  lay  again,  I  hope 
to  conduct  myself,  throughout  these  eaases, 
with  temper,  because  I  know  it  is  my  duty 
that  I  should  do  so.  I  UbolU'  under  a  mistake 
quite  inexplicable  to  oiy  oyfii  roind,  if  I  have 
oftfvtf  ev  idence  of  any  man  in  this  kingdom, 

ho^ie  dcctamlions,  upon  the  principle^  ot  le 
sai  evidence,  can  properlv  be  objected  to.  i 
OBo*  oflfered  Ibe  decmUont  ol' penPiw  coQi- 
bined  iu  Ihas,  which  1  call,  without  prejudice. 
In  the  one?tion,  whethpr  I  call  it  truly  ««)  or 
noi'-whicii  i  call  a  conspiracj/ ;  the  tieclara- 
toa  of  ntmibett  m>in«t>d  io  that  conspi- 
racy, wherever  I  may  happen  to  trnd  ih^m  in 
the  kingdom— every  man  m  the  kutgdoui,  in 
ibia  MOM  •flht  word,  proviM  Umm  dedo- 
rations  have  a  reference  to  the  ron«[iiracv 
which  iftlfatUsiaii  of  UM|»roe«culioa.  jd^jr 
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objection  to  this  evidence  is.  thit  it  has  no 

reference  to  the  conspiracy  whirh  is  the  sub- 
ject of  tlic  prosecution,  no  mure  tli m  if,  for 
instHf,  Mr.  Serjeant  Hawkins  hud  rui)l>eti  a 
ni*n  Upon  Ih>un^!jw  Hciilli,  I  tould  ^ivV-  m 
evidence  his  Cnnuo4.i  Law  ot  kliigland,  be- 
OMiat  tiirre  happen!  to  be  a  strong  ubservalbHi 
in  it,  nut  t-nly  upon  what  the  law  is,  with 
respect  to  rchbery,  but  with  respect  to  the 
itnmorality  of  the  fact  of  robberr. 

With  respect  to  what  is  stated,  as  to  what 
psssed  in  the  case  of  niijur  Cnrtwright,  1 
sliali  give  this  answer  toit^  let  it  avail  much 
or  tildo^TheobMnrmtion  hM  called  upon  mo 
to  state  whitt  I  have  slatprl,  hTuir-r  I  think 
tiie  public  Will  be  much  licVter  sstished  vritU 
yeiir  lovdtbip's  judgmeol  upon  thit,  than 
mine ;  and,  I  am  sure  it  will  go  down  with 
greater  weight  to  posterity,  when  itls  known  to 
Dti  opinion  ol  the  judge,  than  merely  the 
opinion  of  the  attorney- general  of  thodnjt^ 
and  give  mo  leave  to  say,  \  have  no  pcrsoiial 
interest  about  this  cause,  but  neat  mtemt 
oomniited  to  ay  Mr«,  which  1  bave  imsoii 
enough,  God  knows,  tu  wish  committed  to 
any  other,  but  I  must,  holding  this  office,  take 
care  that  the  justice  of  the  country,  be  sntis* 
fied,  and  I  havo  no  farther  desire  upon  it. 

With  re<»|v»ct  to  piajor  Carlw  ri'^ht,  it  is  Into 
Qiy  friend  did  ask  him  questions  to  whiob  I 
think  I  wm  entitled  to  olgeet,  but  I  havo 
on  thr  part  of  the  piihlic  gone  this  length,  that 
when  a  short  question  is  put  to  which  a  short 
sntwtr  is  ginm,  I  hsve  bean  raiilid  by  a  vtsb 
to  save  the  time  of  the  Court,  rather  than 
upon  anv  idea  that,  upon  principle,  it  could 
not  be  objected  to  ;  but  wiieti  i  am  told  of 
that  indid^DOM  which  I  have  no  right  to  ^e 

(for  I  have  no  riirht  to  c;ive  indti!n;pncc,  and  £ 
owe  an  apology  to  the  Cotut  and  tiie  public)* 
bat  if  tbal  indulgenea  is  to  laid  to  a 
body  of  evidence,  with  a  great  variety  of  Jinks 
in  the  chain,  and  I  tcel  thai  there  is  a  solid 
objection  to  that  sort  of  evidence,  it  is  my 
duty  to  ask  your  lordship's  opinion  upon  it* 
If  the  rvidcTire  of  a  nature  that,  in  the 
imod  of  anv  human  being,  can  do  the  prisoner 
any  good,  I  will  go  to  far  as  to  say,  for  myself, 
and  Isay  it  u  iihout  affectation,  that  I  tcel  as 
an  individual,  a  strong  wish  that  ycur  lord* 
ship's  judgment  may  be  sgainst  me,  but,  let 
It  be  remembered,  that  Uie  public  is  to  be 
heard,  as  well  as  the  prisoner,  'he  prisoner  is 
to  be  heard  for  the  sake  ot  the  public ;  the 
intcre<»ts  of  the  public  are  never  consulted 
unltAs  the  pi  i-oner  is  heard  ;  and  I  av?nv  it  as 
a  principle  ui  conformity,  to  which  1  tutpe,  I 
shall  eeiidaai  myself,  tnat  lam  an  UBfoithful 
servant  of  the  crowDj  if  I  do  not  feuicinlicr, 
that  the  protoetion  ot  the  crown  is  due  to 
every  persun  ^Uudingin  the  !»«tuation  in  which 
this  prisoner  is— that  it  >•  a  right  he  has  to 
i!(  iniiiul  fruin  the  attorney-genera),  and  that, 
as  tar  as  my  iieart  will  regulate  my  judgment 
upon  this,  no  indfeitear  ever  ud  a  more 
iiijxiou's  inclination,  that  every  prisoner  should 
have  thafiiUbanahioi  thai  r^  i.  sit  down 
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M'ilhoul  farthrr  nh"!rTva)inn  cn  thit 
besgiiu;  the  opinion  ot  ibe  Court. 
'  j&ra  Chief  Justice  £«r«.->If  notiody  else 
speaks  on  ilje  part  of  ihc  crown,  I  wiil  not 
trouble  you,  Mr.  Brskine,  to  reply.  11'  tkis 
evidence  i»  offered  upun  tlie  grottnil  of  a 
declaration  of  the  prisoner's,  counter  to  tome 
other  declarations  that  may  have  been  given 
uB^u&t  liini  in  evideoce^  on  the  |tart  of 
tbe  proseaiiion,  that  is  not  a  solid  ground 
upon  which  this  evidence  can  headmilieil; 
because  there  is  nothing  bO  clear,  as  that  all 
deefanratkms  winch  »  prisoner  makes  ttalnst 
himself,  are,  by  the  law  of  England,  evidence 
against  him,  upon  this  prcsupipiion,  that  no 
luan  would  be  supposed  to  make  adecUraiiun 


Trtal  of  John  Home  Touke 


in  ihc  indictment;  and  whether  it  is  hot  pro- 
per evidence  to  repel  that  proof?  The  proof 
that  has  heen  olfcfed  is  ttiis— that  this  |»ri- 

soner,  and  Ihr  i  ttRT  persons  concerned  with 
him,  under  pretence  of  parliameitlary  reform, 
and  holding  tliat  out  to  the  world  as  a  mere 
colour  and  pretett,  had  mediltMfl  acaofeo- 
lion,  wlii'-h  conventi(»ii  was  to  nsurj»  the 
powers  ot  the  aovenunent,  ami  to  uvcrtuni  the 
eoa«titution  of  the  country.  Now  it  does  top* 
pear  tn  mc,  that  evidence  is,  in  i^^  nature, 
proper  to  repel  tliat  charge  which  tends  to 
prove  the  principles  and  opinions,  and  fined 
sentiments  of  the  man  who  is  charged  with 
using  rnform  of  parhament  a*;  a  pretence,  that 
to  prove  the  rt  lorm  of  parJiauient  was  the 
against  himself,  unless  it  were  true,  and  that,  '  real  object  of  his  pursuits,  thus  supporting 
on  the  rontrary,  the  declarations  which  he  the  reality  of  tbe  gronnfls  which  he  takes,  it 
tnakes  for  hiniseif  are  not  evidence  for  him,  meets  the  evidence  in  support  of  tbe  cbaree. 
because  there  the  presumption  is  directly  the  \  It  was  upon  that  gfoimd,  as  I  tinderslanait, 

that  all  the  evidenc  e  was  admitted  in  the  ca»« 
of  Hardy,  to  show,  Uiat  from  the  observations 
of  the  witnesses  on  his  conversation  and  con« 
duct,  he  was  a  sincere  friend  to  a  reform  in 

Earli.'imrni.  upon  the  plan  of  the  duke  of 
lichmond.  Upon  that  ground,  it  appears  to 
roe,  that  it  has  an  immediate  relation  la  tlia 
evidence  that  has  been  given  in  the  cauae, 
as  it  goes  to  repel  that  evidence;  and  tba^ 
upon  this  ground  it  ought  to  be  adroiHed. , 

I  desire  to  be  understood  carefully  to  avoid 
laying  it  down  as  a  rule,  that  evidence  of  this 
nature  will  be  adua^biiile  in  uli  ca&cs  of  high 
treason.  In  cases  where,  perhapt*  the  overt 
act  is  in  itself  a  plain  act  of  trejison,  t'nr  in- 
stance in  tbe  case  of  lord  Luvat,  where  the 
distinct  &ct  eharsed  was  bb  appearing  in  open 
arms,  unrJoubtctlly  professions  or  discourses 
of  loyalty  would  not  meet  that  fact  at  a|l,  and 
woaM  onlv  resolve  themselves  into  avidence 
of  generu  idktracter.  As  tO'  the  mestion 
now  before  us,  I  think  v/e  have  in  cnfeet  ad- 
mitted this  evidence  before.  I  hope  that  we 
have  admitted  it  upon  a  solid  ground,  it  is  a 
Croimd  which,  1  rnnfrs'^,  satisfies  my  judg- 
uieut ;  aud  I  think,  tberelor^  that  we  ought 
to  admit  it  in  this  case.* 

I  would  add,  that  I  have  so  often  explained 
the  grounds  upon  which  the  arts  aiiu  trans- 
action:) of  other  ptrMinb  kave  l>een  iulmissible, 
namely,  to  the  genenl  conspiiacy,  leaving 
the  other  part  of  the  case  as  second  in  rhe 
order  of  things,  viz.  the  question,  how  tar 
the  prisoner  is  coneeraed  in  that  geoetal  ooa» 
:-]>]!  . 11  y,  that  I  do  hope  that  it  will  not  lirre- 
atter  be  objected  in  a  way  that  (though  1  am 
persuaded  it  is  not  meant)  tends  to  throw  a 
certain  decree  of  reflection  upon  the  admis- 
lioo,  as  if  all  the  deckrtkwa  of  all  wnkind 


other  way. 

If  it  be  insisted  upon,  that  this  is  to  be  re> 
ceived  as  evidence  upon  the  score  of  general 
ebuactcr,  I  doubt  extremely,  whether,  in 
respect  of  the  particularity  o1  it,  it  can  be  re- 
ceived, because  general  character  is  general 
character,  and  it  is  not  a  collection  of  many 
moral  or  religious  acts  of  a  man's  lifr,  but  the 
result  of  all.  General  cbi^ter  msy  be  op- 
posed by  evidence,  but  if  you  are,  on  tbe  part 
of  the  prisoner,  to  go  into  all  the  parUculars 
of  his  life  whit  h  are  in  bis  favour,  you  will 
have  an  undue  u'U  antage  in  thai  respect,  be- 
cause thecrown  catinut  be  piapared  to  oppose 
that  evidence.  ^Ve  have  very  of^en  eone  into 
too  many  partiailars,  upon  evidence  ot  ge- 
neral eharacler;  bu^  whenever  that  point 
V'is  Icf  n  difcusstd,  Jt  has  been  found,  that 
the  true  way  of  examining  to  character  was, 
to  the  general  character. 

It  is  certainly  true,  that,  upon  a  charge  of 
treason,  a  pn<soner  hi*;  I  ceii  permitted  to  give 
evidence,  under  tlic  iicad  of  general  character, 
that  ha  was  reputed  to  be  a  good  and  loyal 
suhjeit  If  tlie  charee  went  to  the  particular 
case  of  his  baviDs;  a  design  against  one  of  tbe 
great  onhers  of  tne  state,  you  might  examine 
witnesses  to  show,  that  his  general  character 
%*a«-,  that  he  was  reported  to  be  a  man  firmly 
iitlathed  to  tbe  constitution  of  the  govern- 
ment in  King,  Lords,  and  Commons ;  but  it 
would  be  irregular,  as  1  take  il^  to  ^nc  par- 
ticular instances  in  evidence. 

But,  in  my  apprehenrion,  evidence,  of 
the  nature  of  that  which  is  now  offered,  was 
given  in  the  other  caiuc  ;  and,  I  think,  oueht 
to  be  admitted  in  this  case ;  and  I  am  of  that 
opinion,  upon  tho  vcty  ground  of  objection 
stated  hy  the  attorney-general.  Mr.  Atlornry- 

Stucrai  states,  tlial  his  objection  is,  that  evi- 
ence  of  this  nature  has  no  reference  to  the 
consftiracy  which  is  charged  To  the  conspi- 
jacy  which  is  charged  in  the  indictment,  in 
the  very  humiage  of  tba  indidnent,  perhaps 
it  ha<i  na reference,  but  the  question  is,  whe- 
tlter  it  ha^,  nr  hn^  not,  referenrp  to  the  proof 
wlitcli  lias  been  offered  in  support  of  the  diarge 


•  See  as  to  this  1  East*s  P.  C.0I :  and  Pbii- 

linps's  Law  of  Evidcr^ce  ;  ch.  7,  s.  3,  p.  I44» 
So  Edit — See  also  some  doubts  of  tm.  pn^ 
priety  of  tbe  admisskm  of  this  evidence  as- 
pressed  by  lord  EJlenborough,  chief  justice, 

!!pon  the  Trial  of  r>ambert  and  Perry  Jbr  a 
hbci  A.  V.  1610,  iu  this  CoUccUon.      «.  ^  . 
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without  limitation,  and  without  any  personal 
ap^kaiion,  &liould  be  adoiitledin  evideooe  to 
load  a  particular  peraoa. 

Mr.  Gvbk$^l  understand  jonr  kldabip, 
kl'ai^Dg  that,  to  allude  to  my  argument,  I 
cirtftialy  did  throw  that  out;  I  meant  only  to 
«y  this— That,  in  that  caui«,  the  cvidoice 
must  be  tuken  to  touch  the  prisoner,  other- 
wise It  would  not  bt  adoiitaible ;  though  I 
aaftwu*  of  tbt  MrioB  your  lordship  makes 
that  evidence  has  been  received  of  any  man 
who  is  provrd  to  say  any  thing  which  touched 
this  cause,  and  which  was  proved  to  touch 
thit  CMiM  Mecdy  by  his  seyinc  it ;  and  it 
seemed  to  me,  that  that  rule  Itaving  been 
laid  down  as  to  the  admissibility  oT  evi- 
dcace  against  the  prisoner,  did  fiiniish  aa 
ar^ment  not  improper  to  be  used  by  me,  that 
endeocc  of  the  description  we  offered  should 
be  received  for  him.  X  am  sure  I  was  far 
tern  Bieaoing,  directly  or  obUqne^y,  to  cast 
smallest  imputatioo  i^ea  ea^  deciiton 
(he  Court  have  come  to. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre.— You  stated  your 
frapoaition  a  little  too  generally,  and  not 
fgit«  so  fuardedly  as  you  do  now,  but  i  am 
fcrfectly  iotisfied. 

Mr.  AU/Orney-General.—Btton  the  tide  is 
lead,  as  Mr.  Debrctt  is  not  here  « 

Mr.  Ertkine. — He  is  here. 
'  Mr.  Attorneu'Ceneral. — It  will  save  trmible 
if  you  will  tell  mc  when  this  was  published. 

Mr.  Enkine.—Ofi  the  10th  of  May,  1782. 

Lord  Chief  Juslice  £^.— >It  escaped  me, 
or  I  should  tiavc  mentioned  that  the  date  af* 
fords  a  strung  ubservalion  upon  the  evidence ; 
the  seulimeats  and  opinions  of  a  nmu  very 
publicly  doclmedy  et  such  a  period  as  that, 
and  the  same  opinions  and  sentiments  brought 
down  to  the  present  hour,  in  a  connected 
namier,  by  the  vest  of  the  evidence,  seems  to 
.me  to  be  a  proper  link  of  the  chain. 

Mr.  MtoTMjfGtneral.—Xi  is  hardly  consis- 
tent with  the  respect  I  owe  io  your  lordship 
to  say  what  my  opinion  upon  the  subject  is, 
but  I  am  perfectqr  setisMd  with  your  lord- 
ship's opinion. 

JThe  following  Extracts  were  read  from  A 
Letter  to  lord  Ashburton  *  firom  Mr. 
**  Home,  occasioned  hy  the  debate  in 
"  the  House  ot  Common?,  on  Tuesday, 
« the  7th  of  May,  1789,  f  »n  Mr.  Pitt's 
oiotion  for  n  Reform  in  Purliament*^] 

**  My  lord ;— The  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject on  which  I  address  your  lordship,  siiffi- 
cwotly  dispenses  with  preface,  introduction, 

*  The  celebrated  Dunning,  who  had  been 
advanced  to  the  Peerage  ou  the  8tb  of  the 
preceding  April. 

t  See  the  debate  in  the  NewPadiemenlary 
]listoiy,Vol.  23,  p.  14  ic. 
•  (  ito  to  this  pamphlet,  see  Memoirs  of 
John  Home  Toofce,  interspersed  wilb  original 
DocoBiMr by  illtMuider  Ntpheoi^  JSoq.  vol. 


apology,  oomplimeol,  or  ornament  And  the 
criticalness  of  the  moment  excuses  haaty 
publication.  It  would  be  ridiculous  to  cast  a 
thought  on  the  manner  of  my  eapritiiieo,  if 
the  matter  is  useful. 

**  By  the  vote  of  the  House  of  CommoDi, 
on  Tuesday  last,  parliameDt,  it  seems,  do  not 
yet  think  it  necessary  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  state  of  representation  in  this  coun- 
try .^-.flowefver,  my  lord,  notwithstanding  that 
vote,  I  am  still  sangiune  enough  to  brieve, 
that  we  are  at  the  eve  of  a  peaceful  Revolu<. 
tion,  more  important  than  any  which  has 
happened  since  the  oetticment  of  our  Saxon 
ancestors  iu  this  country;  and  which  will 
convey  down  to  endless  posterilv  all  the 
blessings  of  which  poUtkol  oodety  Is  capeUe. 

"  My  lord,  my  expectations  are  greaUj 
raised,  instead  of  being  depressed,  by  the  ob« 
jections  which  were  urged  against  Mr.  Pitt's 
motion. 

"One  gentleman  (Mr.  Powis)  says,  *  He 

*  cannot  see  any  good  purpose  the  motion 

*  would  answer;  iSt  it  would  not  nsrist  go- 

*  vernment  with  a  ship,  a  man,  or  a  guinea, 
'  towards  carrying  on  the  war  with  vicour,  or 
'  lowtrdt  estuilMning  th«l  mucb-wiSied'  for 

*  object,  peace.** 

'*  My  lord,  I  hope  the  measure  will  be 
made  to  produce  to  government,  both 
and  aiaa,  and  guineas.  I  or  they  would  be 
very  |>oor  politician*,  indeed,  who  could  not 
in  one  measure  comprehend  many  purposes; 
end  still  poorer,  who  should  mise  the  present 
opportunity  of  obtaining,  by  this  one  mea- 
sure of  relocm,  every  deMrable  object  of  the 
state. 

*'  Another  gentleman  epprehends,  that 

'  nothing  less  than  giving  every  man  in  the 
'  kingdom  a  vote,  woulu  give  universal  sa- 
'  tisfiiction.' 

"  My  lord,  I  trust  that  there  arc  very  few 
persons  in  this  kingdom  who  desire  so  im- 
proper and  impcactieidile  e  measure.  But  if 
there  were  many,  the  wisdom  of  parliament 
would  correct  their  plan,  and  the  corrected 
would  be  well  pleased  at  the  correction. 

"  Other  gentlemen  asaert,  that  *  the  con- 
'  stitution,  as  it  now  stands,  has  stood  for 
'  i^es,  without  any  inatenal  alteration.' 

*'  My  lord,  it  will  not  be  dlAcult  U>  prove 
the  contrary,  hy  an  easy  inquiry;  and  if  thr; 
will  begin  with  the  last  unexampled  altera^ 
tion  recently  made,  by  the  late  administra- 
tion, at  SALXAbU,  the  objectors  will  hardly 
have  countenance  to  proceed  any  farther. 

"  Another  gentleman  '  thinks  the  ques* 
'  tion  premature,  and  that  tlua  is  not  the 

*  time.' 

*  Another,  that '  the  people  do  not  desire  it.' 
«  And  another,  that  the  people  CANNOT, 
indeed,  derire  it  at  any  time ;  because  '  tho 

*  have  no  voice  but  in  the  llouae  of  Commons.' 

"  My  lord,  it  v^ouid  be  safer  for  this  latter 
doctrine^  if  another  similar  doctrine  could 

*  Sec  32  New  Pari.  Ui&t.  p.  nn* 
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Triui  of  John  IJatnt  Touke 


he  coupled  wilh  it:  and  If  it  ronid  be  pwwe<l 
thfti  the  people  Uavc  au  UAINi  Da  neither  l«u( 
in  Um  HmiM  ofCummonB.  This  VIRTUAL 
voice  of  the  people  of  Englatid  resembles  too 
nearly  Ihe  Vittl'UAL  repreaenUtioo  of  the 
people  of  Aftwriai  in  the  Mune  place,  lo  be 
attended  wilh  any  happy  ronscquences. 

"  But,  my  iord,  I  iuru  wuh  pleasure  from 
these  little  subterfuges,  towards  what  I  sup^ 
pose  to  be  passing  in  your  iordship's  mind. 
The  end  wtiich  1  behcve  your  lordship  to 
have,  at  uU  times,  io  your  view,  is|  happiness 
to  all  beii)^  capable  of  happitieM ;  aftd  e«pe- 
pecially  HrMAN-IlArPlNESS,  as  nnra  r- 
tali^r  extended  as  possible.  But  Uiough  an 
indiTidinl**  wishes  may  be,  and  ought  to  ba 
unbounded  ;  however  exalted,  his  actual  en- 
d^vours  must  usiraltvbe  limited  ;  and,  there- 
fore, NATIONAL-HAPPiiNESS,  with  the 
paraaoeni  security  of  that  happiaets,  it  tiie 
ultimate  object  ofa  patriot. 

"  To  this  end  all  his  other  objects  mast  be 
ecmKderfd  only  as  meam.  Svaa  ftcedom  (!• 
self  is  valuable,  only  asaoMaiif  inditpeimbly 
necessarv  to  that  end. 

My  lord,  I  find  myself  compelled  to  re- 
paat  these  naU^mown  sentiments ;  hecausc 
most  of  the  error?  (>(  mankind,  in  all  their 
pursuits,  arise  Irom  stopping  short  in  their 
{>n^ress,  and  niMtak'me  some  means  ibr  tbs 
end.  We  cvcr\-  div  betiold  it  in  the  practice 
of  the  covetous,  the  ambitious,  fitc.  And  at 
tAii  wwataal  I  aonoatva  it  to  be  necessary  to 
ararn  the  wall'maaniiig  patriot  ffom  tfaa  una 
mktake. 

**  My  lord,  I  shall  not  waste  a  word  lo 
show  tii«  necessity  of  a  reform  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  thU  country.  I  shall  only  con- 
sider the  mode  of  rclbrm ;  and  endeavour  to 
abow  that  it  is  not  difficult  t»enibraee  amy 
intcrcit  in  the  state,  and  to  satisfy  well  mean- 
ing men  of  ever^  dcscriptioo.  lo  this  end 
I  am  compelled  hrst  to  remove  the  prejndices, 
and  indeed,  ju$t  objeclioiia,  which  some  per> 
sons  pntprtrtm  to  all  the  !noHr«^  of  reform, 
Wiich  tiavc  hitherto  been  recommended. 

**  virtuous  and  inestimi^le  friend,  major 
Cnrtwritrht.  h  zealous  and  an  able  advocate 
tor  e^uut  and  universal  representation  ;  that 
is,  for  ail  epiat  and  aajMnai  share  of  every 
man  in  the  government.  My  lord,  1  eon- 
Ccivc  his  argument  to  be  this :  every  man 
ha*  an  equal  right  to  trccdoni  and  »ecurity. 
No  man  can  be  iree  who  has  not  a  voice  m 
the  framing  of  ih</>o  l,i.v«,  by  vrh-rh  !u:  is  to 
be  governed,  lie  who  is  uut  represented  has 
not  tlds  voice  *  therefore,  every  man  has  an 
f  '|ual  rigiii  hi  n  pr(  entHtion,  or  to  a  share  in 
the  govcrumcnt.  lih  final  conclusion  h,  that  , 
every  man  has  a  right  to  an  equal  share  in  j 
repreeaotaticm. 

•«  Now,  my  J  irJ,  I  conceive  Ihc  error  to 
lie  tiiujii^  ill  the  conclusion,   tor  there  is 


tions  ;  to  one  five  pounds,  to  anothsr  five 
himdred,  tiic.  each  person  will  hava  an  t^tial 
right  to  his  share;  but  not  a  figbt  to  Ml 

equal  stvctrc. 

"  This  principle  is  farther  attcttiptad  to  ba 
Mrot«ed  by  aaasMHion,  that  *  tha  all  «r 

'  nmn  1%  bs  dear  lo  him,  as  th^  all  of  another 
'  roan  is  to  that  otbar.'  But,  my  lord,  this 
maxim  will  tat  lnW  by  any  means ;  for  a 
somll  all  is  not,  kit  very  good  rsasono,  so  dear 
as  a  ^eal  ail.  A  smaU  all  may  be  lo?t,  trnd 
easily  regained ;  it  may  very  vfieo,  and  with 
graat  v»iMmH»*  be  ritkad  fur  the  chance  of 
a  greater;  it  may  lie  ^o  'vmall,  a«  in  little 
ar  not  at  all  worth  defendrng  or  eai  lug  tor. 
Uite$  faf  asaani  ptrdtdU.  But  n  large  all 
can  never  be  recovered ;  it  haft  b«en  amassing 
and  Hefvirrmlittin?,  perhaps,  from  father  to 
son  for  many  generations;  or  ii  has  been  iho 
prodttoiof  •  long  Hfb  af  iaduitiy  aad  lalemtf 
or  ibe  consequence  of  some  cirrumftance 
which  wiii  never  return,  but  1  am  sure  I 
need  not  dwell  upon  tblt,  WfllMUt  placmg  tb« 
cxtrcnifs  of  fortune  in  array  against  each 
other;  every  man  whose  ail  haa  varied  at 
different  periods  of  his  hfe,  can  speak  for 
himself,  and  say  whether  the  deamess  fm 
which  he  held  these  different  alls,  was  equal. 
I'hc  lowest  order  of  men  conMimt  their  ail 
daily  as  fast  as  thi^acquire  it. 

"  My  Ir.rd,  jiisiire  and  policy  require  that 
benefit  and  i>urih«n,  that  the  share  of  power 
am)  the  sham  afeanuribiniott  foUmt  poarar 
should  be  as  nearly  proportioned  as  possible. 
If  jri5tocr?icy  will  l.^ve  all  power,  they  are 
tyraiitii  atid  unjust  to  the  people,  b«.tauiia 
aristocracy  akme  iloas  not  bear  the  whole 
burthen.  If  the  5m.-*Hp^t  individual  of  the 
people  contends  to  be  equal  in  power  to  ilia 
(^tcst  individual,  be  ton  ii  in  hia  tttrn  mi*, 
just  in  his  demands;  forfabbmlbaBaniaMI- 
tribution  are  not  equal. 

Hitherto,  my  lord,  I  have  nnly  argiieii 
against  the  tquatUy ;  1  shall  now  venture  tt 
s^eak  a«;atn»t  the  mnivertatity  of  r»»prf'?entH- 
tion,  or  of  a  share  in  tha  governmeui ;  tor 
the  terms  amount  to  the  sama. 

"  I'rf  cdom  and  security  ought  surely  to  be 
equal  and  universal.  But,  my  lord,  1  am  not 
at  all  backward  to  contend  that  some  ol*  tha 
members  of  a  society  may  he  free  and  sccarr, 
without  li:ivinjT  :\  share  in  the  government. 
The  liapiuue;>s  aud  freedom,  and  &ecurity  of 
the  whole,  may  even  be  advanced  by  tha 


elusion  of  some,  not  from  freedom  and 
nty,  but  from  a  sliare  m  tba  govermneut. 

**  My  kmi,  aatfsms  mmrf)  oKtiemo 
pendance,  extreme  ignorance,  extreme  sel- 
fishness (I  mear>  th:it  mistaken  ^etfiehnesSy^ 
which  excludes  ah  public  fceosej,  all  these  aw 
I  just  and  proper  eaoses  of  exdosioa  Iraai  n 
share  in  the  povcrnmrnt,  as  well  as  extrema 
criromaiity,  which  is  admitted  to  aaciudai  hr 
very  great  differenca  betarean  faavinf;  an  I  tbitber  they  all  tend,  and  ditre  tha^  1^ 
itfual  right  t  J  h  share,  and    .-ight  lo  an  hjtial  f  qnently  finish. 


share.  An  ti'-.'.'e  ni^y  be  devised  by  will 
amongst  nuuj  [^ersous  m  different  propor- 


**  My  lord,  I  know  I  shall  receive  no  an- 
swer to  this  btil«— (be  difficulty  ot  drawing 
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fht  possibility  or  danger  of  abuse,  by  a  pre- 
tewof  th«99  fJLtrofsitMS.  Tbo  bare  poMf- 
tei»of<bqto,HHiMlftbii|OirgWitDtt  tbt 
dant«f  and  ih«  diffiew^jr  I  «U1  lho«  ^  bt 

"  W»  niMMtya  conduct  Iim  Micued  bia 
own  porsoaal  chancier  from  censure,  (fur  in 
1^  of  ftma  and  decorum  kiiigt  have  a 
Mrmal  chwwctar)  pad  I  doubt  not  he  ^ 

Tor  ever  henceforward  remain  very  dear  to 
bia  subjects,  lie  slandb  fuUy  iusutieU  from 
•Jl  that  haa  pa&scd ;  fur  he  has  listened  to  the 
toioe  of  his  peufitei  wbtre  the  constitiilioo 
iDteoded  that  their  voice  should  he  heard,  and 
to  wbich  place  tbr  ro>ai  ear  ia  by  the  tmnt 
conaiitiiliop  diptaMl.  Mambora  are  sent  to 
parliaroeut  to  keep  up  the  conimuDication  bc- 
tweea  the  king  and  his  suloecta.  Ihere  it 
tt.  in  m  rtal  a&o  hit  parliament,  that  the  peo- 
pfc  wish  their  voice  to  be  truly  heard  ;  and 
that  they  may  have  removed  from  Ihem  the 
occasion  of  those  honest,  b«cau!>e  cteoessary, 
thoufb  intBular  meetings  petitiou*  and  in- 
terference to  which  they  have  (or  some  years 
fau  been  iavoliuitanly  driven.  But  the  voice 
af  tba  people  in  tbe  present  retgn  baa  not 
been  hcaid  till  lately  (hiuI  then  heard  but 
once)  within  the  walls  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mooa,  nor  will  it  be  ever  heard  there  again; 
fretb  craora  and  fresh  roibleadtngs  will  again 
take  place;  the  voice  of  contractor?,  nf  peu- 
aioaera,  aiid  jobbers,  together  with  the  pro- 
pfittota  of  a  lew  decayea  burgage  tenuret,  will 
asain  be  called  the  only  voice  of  the  people, 
ualeas  the  honesty,  or  the  good  sensie  of  ad- 
BMnislratkMi  afford  the  remedy  by  reforming 
wbstaotially  the  vices  of  representation. 

**  Wc  h^ve  been  accuslDioed  to  he  told, 
that  there  was  Mxnethtog  ktkind  tlte  throne. 
Uj  lordf  there  can  be  nottuag  behind  tbe 
throne  more  malevolent  to  the  rij;ht3  of  the 
people,  than  wliat  wo  now  see  before  it.  The 
people  ara  no  loogir  to  b«  cbaaiad,  tbev  look 
to  admiuinnlias  fortbflato  defeat  of  tbair 
-vishe.n 

**What!  can  they  who  have  carried  all 
lar  themselves,  carry  nothiasfbr  tho  Maple, 

who,  if  ministers  themselves  are  to  be  cre- 
dited, liave  pushed  them  into  o&ce?  The 
people  knovtlial  if  all  the  present  adorinislra. 
tior>  had  cht-scn  to  do  them  justice,  if  they 
had  been  hall  as  unanimous  fur  national  rii^hts 
as  luey  liavo  been  for  natio.  al  honours  and 
emolunwnla,  the  queiition  would  have  heen 
highly  carried  last  Tuesday.  Good  Go<l  !  Is 
U  always  to  be  ihub}  one  puf-oia&ter  deait*, 
Iba  other  ik$piH9  the  voire  of  the  people. 

"What,  iays  he  to  the  people!  If  your 
hands  are  dirty,  will  you  go  to  the  puddle  to 
dtan  than  F  I  an  heartily  sorry,  my  lord, 
that  there  should  be  any  members  of  the  pre- 
sent administration  who  require  to  be  inforni- 
ed,  that  the  same  Vliinne&f>  of  the  web  which 
iwkii  the  watev4Nibbl«  riia;  wb«i  risen, 
■nkoaitbunt*. 


im 


**  If  they  are  timely  vita,  thqr  will  yet  pfm 
to  the  people  tboir  mWt,  mtdwtU,  nit  aid 


honest  rights. 
MThe  prerogative  ofthefmwa,  which  ta 

glorioDS  to  the  monarch,  and  bewM<ial  to  his 
subjects,  they  will  place  (as  it  ought  to  be 
placedi)  bieh,  brilUant,  and  iiidepeudeut.->A 

great  laaight  at  botlom  can  bear  a  gyaat  weight 

at  lop. 

"  iet  the  aristocracy,  uneovied,  eojoy  their 
filll  ami  honoumble  proportion  of  iaftienea  to 
which  they  are  justly  entitled  in  the  stale  ; 
but  let  there  ceate,  as  a  faction,  to  shackle 
the  hands  of  tlicir  soverei^^,  whilst  they  de^* 
bun  and  phmdir  hia  autjitta.* 

'  imor  Cortor^M  cs9ed  agun. 

Mr.  Tmke^U  that  your  haad-wrilinc ? 

[showing  the  witness  a  sheet  of  parcbmcnl.J 

Lord  Uiief  Justice  ilyrr^What  ia  thi*. 
Mr.HomaTookar 

Mr.  Tookt, — This  is  an  association  iolo 
which  this  gentleman,  a  member  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Society  as  I  am,  and  a  member  of 
tbe  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  a»> 
Icred,  and  has  signed  with  his  name;  it  is  an 
act  of  h^,  of  the  same  nature  as  those  acta 
which  have  been  brought  against  mb,  to  thow 
the  disposition,  inuniuon,  and  objects  of  per* 
sons  who  associated  together.  This  gentle- 
man is  a  member  of  that  very  society  to  which 
I  belong,  OS  well  as  to  others ;  this  will  show 
what  his  n)ind  was  in  other  socirtics,  in  order 
to  ahow  what  liis  miud  was  in  that  society  to 
vluch  heand  I  betooMd. 

Lord  rhief  Justice  Eifrt. — As  far  as  it  tends 
to  show  ^our  mind,  it  will  be  material ;  but 
as  far  as  it  tends  to  show  major  Cartwright's 
mind,  itw  perfectly  immaterial. 

Mr.  TiM>ke,—l  thought  tliat  the  minds  of 
other  persona.  connccte<i  with  other  persons, 
with  whom  I  am  connected,  had  been,  all 
through  this  trial,  produced  against  me,  to 
allow  what  my  mind  must  be^  their  ouoda 
being  supposed  to  be  sirailar. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Ev'e.— Their  minds  ia 
the  measures  char!»e<l  against  you — this  as90» 
ciation  makes  no  part  of  the  charge  against 
you. 

Mr.  Tttoke. — Nor  does  any  other  associa- 
tion, I  believe,  make  a  part  of  tne  cliarge 
against  ne.  I  will  irll  your  lordship  wbere» 
by  who*»e  mean.s  it  is  wc  arc  entangled,  and 
why  that  evidence,  whicli  is  not  admissible 
in  any  other  case,  is  competent  to  be  admis- 
sible where  a  specific  fiMt  is  pcodneed  aguost 
a  man  unilunbtedly  ignorant,  ns  lao^  of  tho 
proceedings  of  a  court  of  justice. 

I  should  have  been  the  last  man  in  tho 
world  to  have  propijsed  in  a  court,  for  any 
client,  to  have  produced  any  prior  or  posterior 
declaration  of  the  party  supposed  criminal, 
but  tha  pfosecutora  hare  hnvo  driven  us  to 
such  sort  of  evidence,  as  any  man,  who  ever 
had  attended  to  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of 
justice,  wo«dd  haivo  nUisbed  to  have  beheld 
maoy  othtrcaso  )  and  wo  are  driven  to  ii. 
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because  of  the  kind  of  overt>act  laid  in  our  in- 
iictment,  which  has  compelled  the  pro'-ecntor 
to  produce  a  sort  of  evidence  which  wda  never 
produced  before;  which  has  roinpelled  the 
court  in  these  trials^  tn  Mt  fnMu  fl  ty  \o  thv, 
hrI  has  pruduc:cd  that  trHin  evils  of  which 
I  unfortutiBtely  ani  the  vfcttm.  Thus  we 
ftond  in  every  sort  of  rhargr,  except  this  ; 
f  haffre  of  comp/issing  the  death  of  the  king. 

i  am  very  fearful,  lest  in  what  I  Hm  going  j 
to  sty,  the  whole  l>ar,  or  any  gentleman  of  i 
the  profession,  •^hould  rriivtake  me,  or  think 
I  mean  to  impute  any  ttiing  to  them;  and 
theni^ve  I  mutt  mention  to  your  lordship,  | 
that  it  is  the  cu'^e  with  persons  in  all  tht^e 
profeasions,  by  which  fortunes  and  greatness  . 
we  obtained,  that  they  confine  their  attention 
and  keep  closely  and  strictly  to  the  studY  of 
those  parts  of  their  profession  from  which 
their  advantage  is  to  spring ;  and  I  will  men« 
tion  an  instaoeo,  became  the  gentlemen 
shnuH  not  <;tippose  thai  I  mean  any  )oko,  or 
ridicule  upon  them. 

It  faappinad  to  me,  in  the  course  of  my 
pursuits,  to  have  occasion  to  know  the  parti- 
cular parts  of  the  ori^un^  r  f  speech.  I,  first 
of  all,  applied  to  all  the  buuk»  of  anatomy 
which  leottM  get  at ;  iiavii^doiieso,  I  made 
a  friendship  with  the  best  anatomist  of  his 
day,  who  added  to  his  prdiessiooal  akiJl  great 
connDon  sense,  and  he,  when  t  came  to  in- 
quire  of  liimupon  the  iV)]*  !  t,  though  no  ana-  j 
toroist  myself,  was  cxcceduigly  a«>tonisl>c(1  : 
be  fluttered,  he  hesitated ;  at'  last  he  con- 
fessed to  roe— sir,  you  know  more  of  this  mat- 
ter than  I  do,  though  an  anatomist ;  for  no 
gain  can  possibly  spring  to  fne,  or  to  surgeons, 
froin  a  koowled^  of  the  parts  of  the  organs 
of  speech,  no  disease  being  there,  and  we  are 
never  called  in,  for  that  purpose,  to  have  a 
fee.  The  same  ca«e  happens  with  tfit  gentle- 
men  at  the  bar—from  that  my  misfortunes 
arise — ami  I  mention  this  first,  to  show  I 
mean  no  particular  impuuiiun  or  slur  upon 
them.  The  mischief  of  this  whole  matter 
arises  from  hence  ■  The  gentlemen  at  the  l»ar 
are  verv  wise,  indeed,  in  alt  the  applications 
of  law  beeattse  from  tlience  arise  all  their  fees ; 
but,  in  rc^.irf]  to  tlie  cause  of  law,  they  very 
rarely  consider  it,  for  no  gain  can  arise  to 
them  from  so  doing.  Hence  arises  this  mis- 
chief: all  penal  laws  are  made  supposing  those 
laws  to  be  applied  to  men  whose  inclinations 
are  contrary  to  that  which  the  law  dc&ires  men 
should  puimie;  that  is  taken  for  granted,  for 
tbesanrtioii  cf  every  penal  law  is  punishment : 
there  is  uo  (»ccaaton  to  apply  the  sanction  of 
punishment  to  men  to  prevent  them  frotn  do- 
iu^  what  they  arc  disinclirie<l  to  do. 

IIow  in  the  case  here?  Lnuk  through  the 
whole  ot  these  proceedings,  you  will  find  that 
an  attempt  is  now  made,  not  to  punish  the 
bad  actions  f  t  men,  but  to  punish  their  -up- 
posed  inclinations — here  lies  our  mischief,  the 
whole  turn  of  this  proseottion,  and  all  the 
Ovidence  tieems  to  endeavour  to  prove  upon 
men  ccrtMn  iodinalioos-^reptiblican  inclina- 


rial  ^Johm  Hifrm  To9k$  £S6a  . 

tions — antimonarrhical  inclinations — inclini^ 

tions  unpleasant  to  the  government  of  this 
country;  whereas,  a  man,  provided  he  does 
not  oef,  may  he  a  republican,  which  I  never 
wa«»,  a-^  will  appear  very  plain;  htit  had  they 
been  my  »entiroent8,  1  might  have  declared 
those  sentiments,  ^  htw  punishes  no  inclU 
n  itiun*.  iltcliiw  ^-upposes  the  inclination,  and 
that  It  IS  restrained  merely  by  fear  of  that  pu- 
nishment which  the  law  sanctions.  But 
there  happens  to  be,  in  this  indictment*  ono 
single  rhur^e  of  intention  —the  rofr)pa«i?im«' 
the  death  of  the  king;  which  is  alone  the 
crimo,  and  the  overt-act  is  only  the  proof; 
here  we  get  entangled,  because  the  inteniioa 
is  the  crime,  and  the  only  one ;  in  all  other 
cases  the  act  Is  the  crime,  but  here  the  in- 
tention is  the  crime ;  conseonentlv,  the  law 
bound  up  w  strictly,  you  know  better  than 
I  do,  the  necessity  of  the  overt  act  to  be  laid, 
because  the  inclination  or  intention  is  the 
crime.  Now  we  have  gut  into  this  indictment, 
on  which  I  stand  here,  at  the  risk  of  all  and 
every  thing  I  havo^  * 
An  iimorent  overt- act — a  meeting  to  go  to 
church,  if  that  bad  been  the  overt-act  in  the 
indictment,  with  the  intention  and  purpose  of 
compassing  the  death  of  the  king,  wonM  hav« 
been  Just  as  fatal  to  me  as  an  overt-act  of  a 
mectingi^not  a  meeting  indeed,  but  merely 
stating  It  as  our  o^nkm,  that  it  wouM  be  de> 
sirable  that  certain  persons  should  meet  to- 
gether in  order  to  appoint  other  persons. 
And,  I  take  it,  that  all  ray  difficulty,  and  the 
diffirnlty  of  the  pfOKecutors»  and  all  my  en. 
tan«»!enient,  springs  from  an  overt-act  being 
laid  by  winch  i  might  be  made  out  guilty  by 
every  thing  upon  earth  that  it  is  possible  to 
produce ;   and,  for  that  reason,  your  lordship 

has  fairly  and  candidly  1  am  sure  all  the 

conduct  I  ha<ve  received  from  your  lordship 
and  the  prosecutor  1ms  been  siirh  as  totally 
to  change  *-hc  temper  of  my  mind,  with  which 
I  lirsilciiiiie  into  this  Court;*  and  I  shall  never 
be  able  to  express  the  gratitwle  I  have  to  ac- 
knowlrdsre  for  it.  But  I  think  that  in  the 
course  of  that  kind  ot  reasoning  which  your 
lordship  has  held,  of  permitting  that  sort  of 
evidence  to  he  admiltea,  which  would  not  in 
any  other  case,  I  think  that  under  that  rule 
I  am  permitted  to  introduce  this  as  evidence. 
This  is  the  original  act  of  the  association  in 
the  year  1780,  si-^ned  by  eight  or  ten  gentle- 
men of  distinction,  now  in  the  Cotut ;  m^r 
Cartwright  one,  a  member  of  the  Oonstitn* 
tional  So(  Iriy  ;  Mr.  Fox  anot^ier ;  Mr.  She- 
ridan another;  persons  of  distinction,  under- 
standing, station,  every  thing ;  and  they  go 
to  the  very  same  overt-act,  with  expressiona 
stronger  than  those  which  arc  used  by  any  so- 
ciety that  1  have  heard  of,  and  omissions  greater 
than  auy  that  have  been  charged  as  crimct 
— for  omissions  liave  been  charged  a'-  crimes. 
The  word  parliament  sometmies  inserted, 
sometimes  omitted;  if  omittedttbatriBii  tf 


•  Sec  p.  7,  note  1. 
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inserted  H  is  ft  pietait ;  10  tint  whether  the  re- 

licf  foroTTirfrom  parliament,  or  parliament 
iiootnK  iiMuneii.  we  are  in  the  same  case:  the 
etlonic^  i;caefiihaa  loaded  me  wUh  cninea 
both  fur  duin*;  und  for  not  duing,^if  I  inaert, 
it  is  pretext ;  if  I  omit,  it  is  crime. 

I  wish  to  introduce  it  to  show,  that,  if  I  am 
•IfUtiOr,  ever^  man  who  deserves  the  respect  of 
this  country  is  a  traitor,  the  n»inistrr  himself 
inU:tthe  bargain,  for  I  have  his  haod-uritrng, 
and  I  sbftllcaU  lum  to  give  evideneeto  his  own 

f rc^nattirf .  F.vcrv  niinistrr  th:it  h-^'<,  at  any 
time,  been  respected  or  taiiieil  ul  in  this  coun- 
try, I  can  prove  to  be  equal  traitors  with  my- 
self.  

Lord  ChiefJustire  "Ei/re. — You  m')«t  easily 
see,  thai  it  sun  could  prove  thai,  it  wuuhl  not 
teOHl  thi<^  charge  ;  I  COUld  have  wished  that 
you  wonid  liave  furbornf  a  great  deal  of  what 
jou  have  now  said,  which  i^oes  not  to  the  main 
Mbtlanee  of  year  defence.  What  you  were 
to  do  at  this  inomeiil  was  simply  to  have 
opened  to  us  what  the  nature  of  this  associa- 
tion was,  that  we  might  see  whether  it  fell 
within  the  compass  of  the  rule  which  was 
Iiid  down  before,  or  whether,  upon  any  other 
winciple,  it  could  be  admitted  as  evidence. 
You  have  gone  only  now  so  far  as  to  state, 
that  it  is  some  association,  in  whirfi  your 
aame,  with  other  great  names  is  to  t»e  lound. 

Mr.  Tbofte.-— No,  my  lord,  thit  is  too  cri- 
minal for  my  name  to  be  found  in  it.  My 
name  was  never  to  titcb  aa  inalrumeDt  as 
this. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Whatever  other 
people  have  done,  neither  constitutes  your  ^ 
Ijpift  oor  jrmir  innocence ;  it  tiiey  have  done  i 
i^t  things,  if  they  have  done  imprudent  | 
thmgs,  if  they  have  done  treasonahle  acts, 
it  does  not  go  one  jot  towards  the  present 
ioauiry. 

Mr.  Ibsfte.— Your  lordship  will  pardon  me 
as  yoii  h\\yp  all  through,  for  the  mistakes  I 
iMve  been  guilty  of,  if  I  introduce  what  I 
ot^t  not ;  but,  I  confess,  I  *Mnnot  help  be^ 
lievine  that  the  jury  would  not  very  willmgly 
pick  out  one  single  traitor  from  tiie  country  to 
■wke  him  an  eiample  of. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyrt.—\  cannot  tell  how 
that  may  be,  but  I  must  gp  by  the  rules  of 
evidence. 

Major  Ccrtwrigkti — Happening  to  be  called 
up  again,  1  wish  to  add  a  wnfl  or  two  of  ex- 
paoation  to  one  of  my  aitswers  to  the  attor- 
ney-general, when  he  asked  roe  what  persons 
I  would  take  to  my  assistance  in  eompuaing 
the  end  I  had  in  view. 

Mr.  Aliorncy  General. — ^The  question  I 
asked  you  was  this — ^That  if  you  were  one  of 
If  IP  Friends  of  the  People,  who  rejected  all 
c<MTespondence  with  the  Constitutional  So- 
dcty,  and  also  one  of  the  Constitutioul  So- 
ciety, who  had  received  an  intimation  that 
their  correspondence  was  rejected  by  the 
Mends  of  tne  People,  I  think  the  question  I 
naked  (perhaps  not  in  strictly  proper  terms) 
was— Whether  yoo  would  get  out  with  the 
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TIriends  of  the  People  at  Ilounslow,  or  stay 
in  with  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Infor- 
mation. —  In  other  words — Whether  vou 
would  go  in  a  sta^e-coach  even  to  Hounslow 

with  people  of  liifTercnl  politiciil  principles, 
whatever  their  principles  were  ?— 1  ihmk  my 
answer  was,  that  I  would  take  the  assistance 
of  any  man  whose  end  I  thought  right.  I 
beg,  to  prevent  any  misnnder'-tantling  of  that 
answer,  to  sav— by  iegal,  regular,  moral,  and 
constitutional  means,  and  not  by  any  others  ; 
and  I  bcfi;  to  explain  it  thus — 1  have  si^znef! 
many  petitions  fur  a  reform  of  parliament  in 
company  with  men  whom^  I  nave  thought 
very  bad  indeed  ,  but  there  is  no  man  so  bad 
with  whom  I  would  not  si^n  a  petitioo,  and 
concur  for  obtaining  that  oliject. 

Ix)rd  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — That  may  be  a 
very  ^inrrrc  tleclaration,  major  Cartwriglit, 
but  it  IS  not  a  very  prudent  one;  hecause,  in 
ronneeting  3'ourselr  with  bad  men,  you  can 
never  he  sure  tfiatyou  may  not  be  carried  far 
beyond  your  own  purpose. — 1  mean,  that  if  I 
am  doin§  any  act  as  a  citizen,  such  as  sign- 
ing petitions*  Men  with  whom  I  have  acted 
upon  those  occasions,  (ktp  men  whftse  faces  1 
have  never  seen,  and  with  wiioin  i  could  not 
admit  myself  upon  all  occasions  to  associate 
with  rc";ard  to  ttu  ir  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Tooke. — J  beg  ^our  lordship's  direction 
relative  to  the  admission  of  this  evidence 
which  I  propose,  because  it  will  determine 
me  whether  I  shall  reheve  a  great  number  of 
persons  of  rank  whonj  I  have  kept  in  waiting. 
— ^This  evidence  of  the  Westminster  Associa* 
tion  I  understand  to  be  not  admissible. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — I  take  it  to  be 
clearly  so. 

Mr.  Ertkine.—l  pre  pos3  to  call  Mr.  Fox, 
and  I  will  state,  without  any  ohservation,  t!ie 
purpose  for  which  I  call  him— to  prove  acts 
of  Mr.  Tooke  which  mark  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly his  political  «riit;rrrtits,  for  the  rea- 
son your  lordship  has  pronounced,  to  bring 
him  down  fiom  an  antecedent,  to  a  later  pe« ' 
rioil. 

I  mean  to  call  Mr.  Fox,  to  prove,  that  Mr. 
Tooke  attended  a  general  meeting  of  the  de- 
legates of  committees  from  towns  and  coun- 
tries!, convened  at  theThatched-house  tavern. 
Saint  James's- street,  and  was  strenuous  to  as- 
sent to  Mr.  Pitt's  plan  for  a  moderate  and 
graduiil  reform,  and  to  return  Mr.  Pitt  thanks 
for  the  motion  lie  had  made  to  that  purpose 
in  the  House  of  Commons. 


The  Right  Honourable  CMrki  Umtt  Aor 
awonL-i^ExanMned  by  Mr.  £nkime. 

Do  you  remember  seeing  Mr.  Tooke  at  the 
That  h  1  lu'use tavern,  SL  JamesVstfeet?— 
Yes,  very  well. 

When    I  think  somewhere  about  the  year 

1785;  I  think  it  w;is  very  soon  after  one  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  motions  for  a  parliamentary  reform; 
in  the  year  1785,  to  the  best  of  my  remem- 
brance. 

I'pon  what  oecttion  wcfe  you  present  at 
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thit  time  at  ilie  Thatcbcd-  house  U^veru,  wbcq 
J ou  there  saw  Mr.  Tuoke. — To  the  l^^sl  of  tny 

rccollc<  tioii,  1  speak  entirely  linoru  rccol- 

Iccluiii,- — lliire  wa^  a  merting  calltil  in 
very  gtKciul  loose  terms,  ol  all  the  i  jituiU 
to  Rcrorm, — I  think  that  wu  the  general 
mode  in  which  the  ni(  ciu).;  was  called;  and, 
to  ttie  1  est  of  tu^  recoilccUon,  it  was  called  by 
Mr.  to  meet  at  the  Tbatchied-lioiise 

tavern,  ^•oon  after  Mr.  Pitl't  motioi^  iaihe 
year  Nj;."),  had  been  made. 

Were  aiij  gentlemen  aupolutcd  any  uar- 
tkular  districts  to  attend  that  meeUng  Cer- 
taialy  not. 

Hq  you  recollect,  upon  Mr.  Tooke*&  l;>eing 
there,  any  thing  pa^i^ing  upon  tbe  subject 
which  broiigiil  that  mccliog  It^s^cllicr? — To 
tbfi  best  of  my  recollection,  tbe  object  of  those 
who  culled  that  uKctin^was,  to  give  a  direct 
ap;)robation  to  the  specific  mod  p^ticukr  plan 
of  lefbrni  wlTuh  ha'lLc  ii  ]  ropusecL  Mr. 
Pitt,  in  th^  House  of  Conuuou5. 

Upon  that  occasion  did  Mr.  Tooke  assent 
to,  or  clissrnt  frfym,  that  which  had  been 
dooc.^— To  1U9  best  ot  my  recollectioo,  be 
ampporled  a  motion  (or  giving  approbation  to 
the  specific,  pdw  of  teforia  proposed  by  Mr. 
Put. 

Do  you  rccoUctl  whcllier  li.crc  was  aay 
motion  to  return  thank^  to  Mr.  Pitt,  for  the 
proposition  he  had  made  ?  — I  do  not  rpcollcct 
vrheliier  it  wa&  in  that  form — i  recollect  the 
Siubstance  more  than  the  form— that  what 
Mias  inlLiid)  il  was  to  convey  an  ai>i)robalion 
of  the  b})cciiic  mode  of  retbmi  proposed  by 
Nr.  FiU,  whether  that  was  in  a  motion  de- 
claring their  approbation,  or  in  a  motion 
of  thanka  to  Mr.  Pitt,  is  what  1  do  not  re- 
collect. 

But  your  rccoUcclion  serves  you  that  Mr. 
Tooke  attended  there  as  n  friend  to  the  mea- 
&ure  ? — I  tutve  not  the  least  doubt  of  tiiat ;  I 
thinik  he  supported  the  motion,  which  ap- 
fibred  to  tne  to  be  dciii^ned  for  the  purpose 
of  coiiveyiiv«4  appronatiun  to  the  specific 
plan  proposed  Ly  Mr  i'llt,  ui  which  many 
others,  anumj;  wijMMii  was  apys^lf,  did  not 
think  fii  lojouv 

Tbe  Right  yiov'  irablc  Charles  Jamct  Fox 
cross-examirH  (i  by  Mr.  Jttomt^y  General. 

I  underittaud  Mr.  Tooke,  at  thu  meeting, 
ajpproved  the  specific  jilan  of  reform  of. Mjc. 
l*UtP— 1  understood  e^o  —  it  might  be  intiie 
form  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Pit^  and  opt  iii  that 
ISimi.  • 

It  is  necessary  in  a  court  of  justice  to  prove 
what  was  the  s|>ecific  plan  of  Mr  Pitt— if  you 
roKoikict  what  tiie  motion  in  the  lluune  of 
Cwmmooil  Was,  I  shall  be  ohli^^ed  to  you  tu 


heu  of  members  cbo&en  for  those 
a  right  of  clectiou  was  to  be  given,  as  wefl  aa 
I  recollect,  either  to  the  freeholders  of  tiio 
couniii  :>  at  I.irgc,  or  tbo  frcehokiers  of  Lb^ 

diitiicij  of  counties. 

ttuii^  Francti,  c&q.  *  awrorn.— Examiued  by 
Mr.  jSnlb'Ntf. 

Y«  a  aro  a  member  of  the  Society  called 

the  Vricnds  of  the  People  ?— 1  am. 

I  believe  you  took  the  trouble  to  draw  up 
tiie  plan  of  reforai  to  he  submitted  to  thai  j»u- 
ciety  ?— 1  did. 

Have  you  that  plan  Itere  ? — ^Not  in  Court. 

After  you  had  prepared  that  pLaii  ol'  a  re- 
form in  the  House  of  Coinmont,  and  sob- 
mitted  it  to  the  consi>kration  (f  ths^^  vy- 
luntarv  society,  of  whicl)  we  are  both  mctm- 
bers,  do  you  rememVicr  seeing  Mr.  Tooke  ?— 

How  1  ong  ago  ?— In  tbe  course  of  the  Sim- 
mer of  1793. 
Upon  what  occasion  was  it  tbat  you  saw 

Mr  r  okc  ? — ^Thouf^h  I  hadnottho  Uonf  r  or 
lh«  pleasure  of  an  intimacy  witb  Mx.  Tooke, 
I  had  known  him  long  slightly,  and  even  ot 
tbat  shght  acquaintance  there  were  raaoy  toi^ 
tervals  m  which  T  Tvovcr  saw  him. — Upon  the 
occasion  of  my  baving^drawn^ip  the  pUu,  lo 
which  a  former  queatlDB  alhxMB,  I  m^tMc 
Tooke  by  accident  in  my  road  to  town  (be 
lives  near  me  in  the  country)  know  ing,  or  bo* 
lievlmg  him  to  have  been  at  all  times  •  slnn- 
uous  advocate  for  a  reform  of  the  House  Ckf 
Commons,  and  knowing:  him  lo  he  one  of 
the  nvoHt  Icaiucd  mcu  m  the  kingdoKi,  par- 
ticularly with  respect  to  the  points  to  which 
iJbat  plan  had  rr  trrcnce,  namely,  the  Anti- 
quities, the  History,  and  Constitution  of  tbis 
country,  I  thought  I  could  not  do  a  better 
thing  for  the  object  which  I  had  in  view,  or 
any  tbiug  more  expedient  for  my  own  io- 
structfon,  tlian  to  ask  the  ^vntir  of  him,  which 
I  didi  lo  eiaminc  Uiis  pbm  pmticwiarly,  to 
inform  me  if  any  of  the  rcfer'^nr^'«,  or  my  of 
the  authorities,  or  any  of  the  lawi»  and  cusi- 
toms  to  which  the  plan  alludes,  were  mia^ 
tated,  as  likely  they  might  be  by  a  person  so 
little  informed,  or  much  less  informed  upon 
these  subjects,  that  be  would  luye  the  gooAi 
ness  to  examine  it  attentively.    I  did  not  de- 
«irr  to  djs^rnss  ihc  prifH-iples  of  it  with  him 
at  uN,  I  III  n^ely  tlut  he  woidd  be  so  ^ooiL 
as  In  c\  iiniDe  it  with  respect  to  auUiorttie% 
and  reference*,  and  upon  thi.s  to  inform  nia 
if  i  bad  incorrectlv  stated  anv  tbtng :  he  said 
he  would  undertake  to  do  thai .  far  me>  aad 
that  ho  would  make  some  observations  upon 
ir,  in  con<^equencc  ot  which  I  called  uponliink 
tiiree  or  lour  times  at  his  house  at  Wimble* 


state  it?— The  general  tendency  ol  the  plan  !  doa,  ead  lanrailed  myself  of  the  i 


of  r«  fi  rm,  a5  well  as  I  recollect  it  wa5,  a  gc- 
li^ial  I  iupu.-<iuuiJ,  that  if  any  boroiigi).<>  (I 
l()^l,wbether  they  were  particularly  described 
or  nolj  proposed  to  *cll  liuirrighi  ot  send- 
ing members  to  parliament,  that  the  right 
a^ot^  bfi  puj:diiajed  by  the  public,  and  in 


he  ?avc  me,  and  oxrecled  ny  plaa  ia 

particuiars. 

Front  tbamtersation  Wtwceo  Mr.Toelssi 
yomatl^  in  comequ^noe  of  his  having 

  -  "  <  m'^      ■  K 

Aftefx»uls.Stc  Philip  EraocSi^  &. ». 
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Jkr  ffigh  Treason. 


iooketi  ovCT  this  plan— Did  you  makekny 
observtiioflfhow  far  his  senthnents  conciirr«d 
with  TOUTS,  and  whether  he  wmtld  he  rr^dy 
to  &t)|ipurt  that  plan  whkb  you  liad  pro- 
fDMill— It  did  api>cair  to  toe,  tmt  in  general 
and  upon  ihe  whole,  he  approved  of  it  much. 

Ooymi  reineniber  whether  Mr.  T<k  did 
«rt  say,  that  though  he  approved  ot  your 
pl;in,  iu  the  manner  you  have  now  descrfbed, 
thit  evrn  it"  that  rrnid  not  be  accomplished, 
abort  ot  that  would  be  a  satis&ctioD  to  bini ) 
•-It  amat  be  rmMoibered  thtt  the  cetiivarm- 
tioii=  I  h  id  v^  ith  him  I  never  conceived  could 
be  brought  forward  to  any  fdrther  application, 
nd  llwy  did  not  make  all  the  inipr^siiion 
upon  roe  that  Ihe  merit  of  hti  obsimtieitt 
naifht  be  entitled  to. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £j/re.— Do  you  reeol- 
laet  lift  stf  ing  he  e^roved  ymir  nmi  In  the 
manner  yon  hivr  no'.'.  ilt  scribed  ;  but  that 
if  that  could  not  be  accomplished,  even  short 
af  that  would  te  4  aatisfaciion  to  him  I  do 
not  recoHecl. 

filr.  Erskinf  — Did  ymir  tt}nr\  extend  t6  n 
rrforai  m  any  other  part  of  the  consutution^ 
tbeitpfesenlaTion  of  the  people  in  tlie 
Bomeof  (x>mmons? — To  nolhin'j;  else. 

ffom  way  of  Ihe  convcrsilions  you  bad, 
imi^de,  and  eoofideiilfany  with  Mr.  'I\M>ke, 
so  biely  as  1793,  did  any  thing  pass  which 
Wd  you  then  or  now  to  believe  or  sd'-prr  tj 
^t  Mr.  Tuoke  disagreed  with  you  lu  the 

p«tt  prindyiet  of  tiM  eoh8tittitioiir--I 

UKKlghtnot. 

AwMCM,  esq.  cross-examioed  by  Mr. 

Attorney  General, 

You  did  not  desire  to  discuss  the  ^rrit 
Prittciplcs  of  the  plan,  but  lut'fcJy  Ihul  iie 
VMli  examine  it  with  respect  to  the  aiitho- 
ritie^  -tnd  references  ?—Thet  Wis  the  ffmtad 
open  which  1  Mked  him. 

Kr.  JBrtMM.— De  yen  recottect  eHy  thing 
Mtn*  paid  in  the  conversation  between  you 
ibwit  the  ^tch  Coaventkm  Yes,  I  think 
Acrft  w«t. 

Mr.  Ertkine — Do  you  reeollkt  what  he 
laid  ah»>nt  it  ?— I  think  he  tuld  me,  that  he 
jud  been  applied  to  or  solicited  to  be  a  mem- 
•fcf  er  delegate  from  eoine  of  Ihe  London  so- 
cietics  to  til  It  meeting,  and  that  he  had  posi- 
trvctj  refused  it.  I  alio  think  he  told  me, 
ftit  hi  eoneeqnene^  of  his  leftnel  he  stood  in 
|reat  disrepute,  in  greflt  enpidcM  with  iome 
W  the  popular  societie<i. 

Mr.  Attorney -Gcnerui.^yw  Say  yo\i  think 
Mr.  Tooke  told  you  so,  can  yott  take  upon 
yourself  to  be  certain  ol  th.il>— Indeed,  I  am 
certain  of  it,  I  can  say  it  positively. 

I  frtllfike  the  liberty  to  put  the  mieetkMi 
to  ;ou  In  the  shape  of  an  assertion,  beciuse 
you  proved  it  the  other  t\ny  •  that  Mar^arot 
<nd  Hardy  called  upon  you  to  request  you  to 

£ resent  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Comaone,' 
H798?— Yes  they  did. 

*  Seelb'.  VMOdl^  trlMet  on  the  Trial 
«f  Ibomai  Hwdy^  mmi.  Vol.  H,  p.  1104. 
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Did  you  know,  at  thai  lime,  that  hlarj^rot 
AMiHafdy  were  nssoekted  meriabera  of  thb 

Con'ititiitioKai  Society  ? — I  did  not  know  it. 

Nor  no  intimation  was  siven  you,  at  that 
time,  that  Margarot  and  Hardy  were  a«!ib* 
ciated  members  of  the  Society  for  Cdnstttti- 
tional  Information? — If  it  is  meant  the  ao« 
ciety  which  sent  the  petition. 

That  wwk  the  Corresponding  Society  >— I 
am  not  sure  that  1  khow  the  tli^t  tnt  liun  be- 
tween the  two,  but  I  conceive  lUey  came  t^ 
me  from  the  society  of  which  Mr.  Hardy  waa 
secretiry,  and  no  other. 

Had  you  reason  to  believe,  at  the  time  vou 
talked  with  Mr.  Tooke,  in  179:{,  that  he  nad 
been  any  way  concerned  in  forming  the  I>on- 
don  CurrespDiulin.;;  Society,  ftnd  relating  itf 
— I  knew  nolhidtf  ol  it. 

YOQ  ire  ode  Of  the  Society  of  the  FViehA 
of  the  People,  I  think?— I  un\. 

Were  you  a  member  of  the  Friends  of  the 
People,  when  lord  John  Rn^seirs  letter  wak 
sent  to  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Infor- 
mation, to  inform  them,  that  tlie  Friend>  of 
the  Feople  would  have  no  cuuimunicaiiuu 
with  themF'^I  was. 

Hav£  you  recollectinn  cnou:;h  of  the  trans- 
action to  know  wlietiier  that  resolution  was 
carried  by  a  casting  vote,  or  by  a  larger  majd- 
fity  ? — I  um  positively  certam  that  it  was  car- 
ried by  iniiCh  tnore  ifian  a  resting  V(<tR  ;  there 
never  viAs  u  divi^iuu  in  thai  bociely  which  wai 
eatried  by  a  casting  vote  biiioaco,  «nd  it  waa 
not  ulloifthit  subject. 

Dio  you  happen  to  know,  after  that  com' 
monidation  hiU  paaeed  between  ydur  two  fdi 
cielie?,  that  several  pcrions  who  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  tor  Constitutional  lufor* 
mation,  still  remained  members  of  the  io^ 
ciety  of  the  Friendl  of  the  People  imder- 
btuod  that  there  were  some  persons— parti- 
cularly major  Cariwright,  and  some  others. 

Have  you  any  reason  to  know  of  the  exist* 
ence  of  a  letter  from  ShefTielcK  \  j  t'.p  Society 
for  Constitutional  InforoiaUou,  relative  to  the 
correspondence  which  had  taken  |>IaGe  be- 
tween them  and  the  Friends  of  the  People  f 
—I  cannot  speak  to  that  point. 

PAi/^  franctf,  esq.— Re-examined  by  Mr. 

Enk'tne. 

You  are  asked  whether  you  knew  that  Mf, 
Tooke'  had  had  any  cuncdm  in  framinj^  the 
propositions  to  ttie  public,  published  by  tb« 
Gorreftponding  Society  T—i  know  nothing 
Of  it. 

You  knew  that  theto  wai  Midi  a  aocicty  I*- 

I  did. 

Have  you  seen,  upon  the  books  ot  the  »o- 
diety  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  a  le^ 

from  llie  Conslituijon.il  Society,  Hskin-^  them 
to  .«eild  ;1  deki^ilt  to  \\M  convention? — I  do 
not  inimediitlcly  recoiioct  it,  but  if  it  is  upon 
the  records  I  mti^t  h  ivc  been  present  at  it, 
because  T  attended  .J!  ihe  m«»eiings. 

Mr.  Ersk9ne.—lx  \=>  a  letter  signed  by  Mr. 
6reton,^d6eUnifkg  that,  btti  ttymg  aa  Mr  a$ 
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tlicir  otgectwasarefbrai  in  parliament,  jrou 
uere  ready  to  ou-ofwnle  with  tbem?— I  do 
remember  that. 
At  the  time  this  letter  was  vrrittea  to  the 

Society  of*  the  Friends  of  the  People,  aslciug 
tbem  to  join  in  sending  a  dekgiitc,  which  was 
dechncd  by  the  Friends  ol  the  I'eoijlc,  but 
yet  in  that  civil  way,  that  they  were  ready 
still  to  CO  operate  with  that  socicly— Did  you 
know  that  there  had  been  a  Convention  at 
Eduburgb      do  Dot  romombcr. 

PMtfp  Ftamu,  esq.— ExaaiiiMd   by  Mr. 
Tooke, 

You  have  hoen  aaked  whether  jou  dis- 
cussed with  me  the  plan  which  you  had  pro- 
posed tor  a  relorni  in  parliament.  You  an- 
awered,  I  think,  that  ymi  had  not  diaeuMed  it 

with  rae.  Will  youi  recollection  lead  you  to 
say  that  we  did  nut  discu&s  that  plan  to«e< 
tber?— I  sUted  that  in  applying  to  Mr.  Tooke 
for  his  assi«siancc,  it  was  not  with  a  view  to 
discuss  the  prinnple.  for  upon  that  my  mind 
was  formed,  but  lo  receive  iofurniation  and 
ponectiou,  if  I  had  missiatcii  any  thing  res- 
pecting the  authorities  and  references 

lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — ^The  (^ueslinn 
Mr.  Horne  Tooke  puts  to  you  now,  is  whe- 
ther, in  fact,  in  the  course  of  your  conversa- 
tions, you  did  enter  into  any  discttssion  of 
the  plan  with  him f— It  is  very  likely  we 
might. 

,  Mr.  T(toke. — Doc^  your  rerollcclion  carry 
jfou  far  enough  to  icnow  wli ether,  in  the 
course  of  the  summer  of  1793,  you  visited 
me  once,  twice,  thrice,  or  oflencr? — I  can- 
not be  positive  to  the  number  of  time«,  it 
was  convenient  to  me  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  to  call  «poD  Mr.  Toofce,  it  might  be 
four  or  five,  time*,  rhaps, hn the COilTSO  of 
the  Sununcr  or  Autumn. 

Might  it  not  bd  five  or  lis  timesf— It 
might. 

Bis  grace  the  Duke  of  R/rAwionrf— (Master- 
General  of  the  Ordnance)  called  again. — 
Examined  by  Mr.  Tooke. 

I  beg  your  grace  to  recollect  whether  I 
ever  waited  upon  you  with  Doctor  Broeklesby 
at  the  Ordnance  olhcc,  in  Pai  ico-yard,  West- 
minster ? — My  own  recollection  docs  not 
serve  me  upon  this  occasion,  but  Doctor 
Broeklesby  haviufl;  told  uie  that  he  had  done 
so, I  make  do  douTt  llul  it  was  m. 
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Does  your  grace  reeoaed  ItieKfbni,  that 

when  first  you  were  made  Master-General  of 
the  Ordnance,  you  made  m  the  drawing-room 
at  the  Tower?— I  do. 

Do  you  recollect  that  the  course  of  educa* 
lion  was  altered,  and  that  Woolwirh  wa«5  pre- 
ferred Ibr  many  of  them  to  the  drawiu^-rooua 
in  the  Tower  f-^lt  was. 

Doe^  vi  tir  grace  recollect  that  in  conse- 
Quence  ut  thai,  two  or  three  young  men  at 
the  lop  of  the  drawing-room  in  the  Tower, 
were  by  change  of  situation,  as  they  inia|;lned 
con«'iderahly  agirrievrd^  hurt  in  their  income, 
and  do  you  recollect  any  application  about  it^ 
— I  had  applicalioiis  of  various  kinds,  but 
precisely  I  do  not  recollect  that. 

Does  your  grace  recollect  giving  to  me  a 
letter  for  lord  Mulgrave,  who  at  that  tiroe 
was  payma«^ter,  recoiinuendiiig  this  yntmg 
man,  Edndge,  whose  name  i  mentioned?-— 
I  have  some  faint  recollection  of  tnat,  hut 
the  matters  being  of  so  long  a  date,  atad 
having  never  thought  of  them  since  ■- 

So  much  business  may  easily  put  these 
small  matters  out  of  your  eraces  mindf-^i 
have  some  recoUection  of  toe  ctfcumstaacet 
you  mention. 

'  Perhaps  you  may  recollect  my  waiting  upon 
you  at  the  utile  e  of  Ordnance  with  this  young 
man,  in  order  to  request  your  grace's  asfisl- 
ance  that  he  ini^ht  he  remedied  in  soiue 
manner,  for  the  mMforlune  which  huppeoed 
to  him  there,  by  applying  to  loni  Mul;;rave, 
in  order  to  obtain  for  him  a  situation  in  ano- 
ther department  ?— I  du  not  recollect  that. 

Perhaps  your  grace  recolh  cts  secini:  me  at 
the  office  of  Ordnance  at  lhal  time? — 1  do— 
but  it  had  esr  tped  me  till  Doctor  Biocklesby 
mentioned  it. 

Mr.  Toii>'.>  .^\  xhill  not  do  it  if  the  Court 
tells  me  it  i!>  improper,  but  perhaps  in  such  a 
state  of  not  recollectm^,  it  may  be  necessary 
for  me  to  put  my  question  in  a  plainer  man- 
ner than  I  shoula  otherwise  do,  t>ecause  I 
know,  in  examinations  in  chief,  it  is  the  rule 
to  ask  general  questions  to  facts,  and  let  the 
witness  recollect  them. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Pursue  your 
own  method ;  if  it  does  not  lead  you  too  ftr, 
we  shall  piolwbly  not  think  it  neeoastiy  %o 
check  it, 

Mr.  TooAe.— Perhaps  your  grace  may  reeol* 

lect  (after  the  business  of  this  voung  man  was 
conrliided,  and  you  had  kindly  given  me  a 


I  a&k  some  questions  in  order  to  assist  your  i  letter  for  the  paymaster  for  htm),  asking  me 
grace's  recoUectioo,  which  otherwise  it  is  not  |  whether  I  approved  of  Mr.  Pitt's  specific  plan 
necessary  for  me  to  ask.— Docs  your  grace 
recollect  a  younjg  man  in  the  drawing-room 
in  the  Tower  ofthe  name  of  Edridge  when 
first  your  grace  was  made  Mastrr-General  of 


the  Ordnance  I* — It  has  escaped  my  memory. 

*  The  duke  of  Richmond  was  6rst  ap- 
pointed to  the  office  of  Master-General  of 
tlic  Orduance  iu  March,  1789;  from  this 
odke  he  was  removed  in  AprU,  1783;  he 
wu«t  reappointed  to  it  in  December  1783|  and 
thence  held  it  until  November  1795^ 


for  payiiii;  to  llmse  gentlemen  who  were  pro- 
prietors ot  boroughs,  and  who  that  plm  sup- 
posed were  not  willing  to  yield  anv  Uung  es- 
sential to  the  «.alv  iUou  of  the  country,  unk^s 
they  were  paid  for  it — perhaps  your  grace  inay 
reoollcct  a!»king  me  whether  1  approved  of 
that  part  of  Mr.  Pitt's  ptanf'i->-l  am  veiy  iony 
that  I  cannot  recollect  it. 

Perhaps  a  circumstance  which  struck  yo\\ 
at  that  tune,  may  itcall  the  whole  to  your  re- 
coUectioii— can  your  grace  leooUect  upt  fon 

» 
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dililMd  tht  expense  tliat  it  wouMcmne  to 

Ibe  nation,  and  do  voti  recollect  a  proposal  I 
ande  that  instead  the  propritlor  ot  a  bo- 
«oiigh  having  an  bcmiitary  right  to  ft  wtt  hi 
the  Hou^€  of  Commons,  an  exchange  might 
be  made,  and  a  pttr:i;:r  i^iven  lo  him,  by 
which  he  would  has  t  au  hereditary  scat  in  the 
House  of  Lords 
Dukf  of  Ki( /i/ionf/ —  Pray  state  thatag^in. 
Mr.  iookt. — i  hat  a  sort  of  exchao^e  miebl 
be  iDBde->tbat  a  peerage  shouM  be  Riven  the 
proprietor  of  a  borough,  b^-  which  ne  would 
have  an  hereditary  «ieat  m  the  House  of 
— a  suggestion  from  roe  that  gfeat  ex- 
might  be  saved,  and  graftt  bcnrat  might 
accrvie  to  tlie  nation,  since  the  representation 
would  be  reJormed  without  any  hurt  lo  any 
body,  by  giving  to  tbe  proprietor  of  a  bovougb 
a  peerage,  as  an  hereditary  seat  in  one  House, 
iostead  of  an  hereditaiy  seal  io  the  other,  as 
ft  fiiH  oompcntatioD  for  tlib  nibrai  hi  the  ro> 
fRftftOtfttion  of  the  country  f-^I  cannot  ny 

*  The  following  particulars  relating  to  this 
interview  between  Home  Tooke  and  the  duke 
of  Richmond  are  stalt  d  by  Mr.  Stephens  to 
have  been  communicated  to  biro  by  Mr. 
Tooke's  nephew; 

"  Mr  !  onkc  called  on  the  diikc  of  Richmond 
one  day  at  the  Tower,  respecting  the  ca<ie  of  a 
young  gentleman,  whose  name  was  Ed  ridge, 
and  who  liad  been  removed  from  ht§  situat^ 
in  the  Long  Room,  Mr  Tonkr  thought  un- 
iufttly  soon  as  this  mailer  was  settled, 
bis  grace  asked  Mr  Tooke  what  he  thought  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  proposition  for  raising  a  siun  of  a 
million  for  the  purpose  of  buying  up  tbe  rotten 
boroaghs  ? 

•*  Mr.  Tooke  replied,  he  deemed  it  uimeces- 
sarv.  as  the  horoughs  might  he  got  r'rd  of 
wititioul  puitiug  the  nation  to  any  exi>ense 
whfttever !  Aim,  that  if  Mr.  Pitt  would  only 
do  a  trnth  part  of  what  he  proniis<'d,  he 
should  never  hear  bis  name  again  but  in  his 


A.  D.  im 

that  t  recollect  ii— it  is  very  neeribla  that 

niatomei 


Upon  the  duke's  desiring  to  be  informed 
how  this  was  to  be  effected  ?    Mr. Tooke  said, 

*  let  every  man  who  ^las  a  borough  be  made  a 
'peer;  aiod,  if  he  hasmn  U  an  one,  let  him 
•nominate  a  friend  or  incnil--;  hr  would  he 
'  glad  of  tlie  exchange,  and  lite  people  would 

*  be  equally  so,  because  they  wouM  cafe  but 

*  little  how  many  jiecrs^'-rn  made,  but  would 

*  care  very  much  for  the  money  to  he  taken 
'out  of  their  pockets ;  and  there  could  be  no 
'  injustice  in  the  case,  even  considering  the 

*  scats  in  the  view  of  private  property,  bc- 
*eause  those  who  did  not  choose  to  be  lords 
*of  pftrliaineDt  might  be  permitted  to  sell  tiie 
*^r  >ts  to  such  as  did.'  grace  expressed 
hi^  astonishment  and  delight  at  t^e  sugges- 
tion, and  mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Pitt,  who  took 
advantage  of  it-  only  in  part ;  for  he  made 
the  proprietors  peers,  and,  at  the  same 
tioie,  lelt  them  in  full  possession  of  their 
boraugbt."  A^AMi'f  Xj^^  :fiMlv,  K(Sl.S, 


[979 
that 

such  a  thine  may  hnvo  been  taid  to  me^  but  I 

do  not  recollect  it. 

Has  your  grace  no  rceoileeticHi  of  the  ad- 
vanLigc  that  was  slated  to  arise  to  tfie  countiy 
from  such  a  scheme  P— It  is  at  such  a  distance 
of  time,  and  n6t  having  had  any  idea  that  I 
should  be  called  upon  ior  it  again,  I  cannot 
recollect  it. 

I  should  not  have  thought  your  grace  would 
reoolleet  it,  enoejpt  Ibr  the  extremt)  sftlisfiwtion 

that  at  that  time  yon  ovpr<»>scd'  -I  am 

tar  from  saying  that  ii  did  not  pasi)  on^ 
tliat  I  do  not  recollect  it. 

It  would  have  been  so  ftr  ft  pteaiupe  to  Mo, 
because  it  shows  T  as  for  promoting  a  peace- 
able method  to  satisfy  the  proprietors  of  bo- 
roughih-Does  your  grace  ever  recollect  to 
have  met  me  in  a  niore  public  place,  and 
which  it  wiU  not  be  easy  to  forget — in  a  con- 
vendon  of  the  dty  of  Westminster,  with  the 
city  of  London,  the  borough  of  Southwark, 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  the  county  of 
Surrey,  not  by  deleealion — to  the  number  of 
a  thousand  or  twelve  hundred  together — a 
convention  of  them  under  the  name  of  the 
Quintuple  Alliance  ? — I  recollect  Mviiig  met 
Mr.  Tooke  upon  a  publie  occasion  of  tltat  sort, 
but  whetltcr  cx  ictly  ih  it  he  describes  I  cannot 
tell — It  was  the  Quintuple  Alliance  at  the 
London  Tavern. 

Where,  I  suppose,  your  grace  may  perhapi 
recollect  you  have  frequently  met  me?—  [  have 
several  times  seen  Mr.  Home  Tuuke  at  t  ublic 
places,  but  whether  exactly  at  tbe  i  ondoii 
Tavern  or  the  Thatched  H<rise'l  think  I  met 
him  there)-<>I  caimot  charge  my  memory  to 
the  esact  places. 

I  first  endeavour  to  draw  to  your  grace's  re- 
collection the  Quintuple  Alliance,  and  then  I 
would  beg  to  ask  vour  grace  whether  y«»u  re- 
collect at  any  of  tfiu>^c  meetnigs  of  the  (  jiiin- 
tu[)le  Alliarue  having  declarert  to  th<  -f  .>,'ho 
were  pre!»enl,  that  we  must  not  re^iroach 
you  ftod  other  gentlemen  in  your  station,  if 
you  did  not  hucccr  !  in  i  ]«arlianientiry  rr- 
lurin,  tor  that  Uie  people  must  do  it  for  them- 
selves f — I  cannot  say  that  I  recollect  that. 

Your  grace  will  recollect  it,  perbips,  fmm 
this  circumstance,  it  was  a  very  tempestuous 
evening — Do  you  recollect  the  time  oi  the 
Coalition,  commonlv  so  called,  the  juoctios 
between  lord  North  and  Oppoeitioii^— Pcr^ 
fcclly. 

Does  your  grace  recollect  Ae  eery  forlorn 
situation  in  which  I  stood  when  sir  William 
Ploroer  was,  mayor,  with  about  twelve  hun- 
dred gentlemen,  with  your  grace  amongst 
them,  very  much  enraged  ftt  me  for  supporting 
the  indrpendrnrf'  (.f  the  crown  against  this 
juucuou  ot  parties  to  seiie  power  P — 80  far 
firom  recoUeetins  that,  I  never  felt  any  ani- 
mosity to  any  Mdy  for  %  proposftl  of  that 
kind. 

Your  g^race  recollects  tbe  circumstance  of 
the  meeting  and  the  stormy  nigbt,  I  supposed 
«^{>o  you  fftcolket  being  dispknsrd.at  too  Urn 
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a  mention  Iieiog  made  of  i\Ir.  Fox? — do  yOu  ;  withdraw  Ihrir  wishe?  wfovi  t!iat  occasion,  and 
ever  recollect  at  any  period  ul  llie  Quintuple 
AUiance,  having  seen  me  in  IIm  HUMtlon 

of  stanclini^  for  an  l:o.ir  alone  against  the 


to  trust  to  tiie  more  iiivjUcitiie  uue  llmt  was  to 
be  proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt. 

-Mr.  l\ioke, — I  iin  ltrstand  your  gratrc  t» 
ikootings  and  hit>sii)gtt  ut  liie  meeting,  and   have  answered  to  my  ^ui^tion^tbat^  as  Umtk 

 — - 1—* .  I  ■  *  '   ynere  difforent  ii»iniuQt  iu  Ibift  convtation  df 

delf.gnles  troin  tlie  counlies  and  ^real  tuwns, 
(and  vt  ry  numerous  they  were;  that  we  were 
persuaded,  each  iudividaul,  to  relinquish  his 


aiKceediog  at  last  to  have  thetr  unaiiinious  ap- 
probation?—I  rcc()ll(xl  havingseenMr.  Touke 
nt  some  of  those  roectiirgs,  but  at  what  meet- 
in;:  I  cannot  say;  very  often  in  a  minority, 


and  arguing^  and  speaking  with  great  al'iUty,  \  own  partieiiltirsttAtiincnts,  tad  to  trust  to  the 


l)ul  I  cannot  recollect  the  parliculdr  ^ubject, 
and  very  often  gaming  great  approbation,  but 
r«alJy  I  do  not  at  tbia  aiatanct  or  tine  remen» 
ber  the  circumstances  so  as  to  be  able  po- 
ailively«  upoamy  oatb,  lo  atate  the  particular 
occafion. 


discretion  ami  honour  of  Mr.  rill,  to  takfc 
such  steps  as  he,  m  bis  wisdom  and  judgmeat, 
ahooM  think  fit  recollect  tbaft»  liut  I  ^ 
nut  rf  collect  that  the  hcada  of  Mr.FiU^  pbft 
wt  re  then  known. 
I  will  endeavour  to  recall  yoursraot'areaoW 


Was  yuur  grace  a  member  of  theSoeietjfbr  i  lection  to  the  time  I  speak  of.   PerhipS  yoor 


Constitutional  Information? — I  was 

How  many  years  back  That  I  do  not  re> 
coUeot. 

I  \voii](!  your  5;race  that  which  I  think 
it  impossible  ior  you  not  to  recollect— Whe- 
ther you  ever  heard  me  at  any  of  tho9e  neet* 
iugs,  say  any  thing  against  the  King,  the 
Lords,  or  the  consiiiiitiun  of  the  country  f— 
mever — quite  the  contrary  i  assure  you, 

00  you  recollect  introducing  Mr'  Pitt  at  a 
ronve  niion  of  delegates  from  the  difiierent 
counties  and  great  towns  at  the  Thatched 
Uoiiae  Tavern  f^I  recollect  bavins  tnet  Mr, 
Pitt  there,  but  I  do  not  TemcDibcrualit  tras 
by  my  introduction. 

You  met  Mr.  Pitt  there?— I  have  met  Mr. 
Pitt  at  some  of  those  ineatioga ;  I  thialt  atllie 
Tliatched-House  Tavern. 

Can  your  grace  recollect  that,  at  that  meet- 
ing, you  were  principally  ooneamed  in  per- 
auatling  those  who  were  present,  to  ^ive  up 
their  own  private  opinioo^  and  leave  it  to  the 
iwnour  and  diacfotion  of  Mr.  Pkt  what  plan 
to  pursue,  in  order  to  obtain  a  roferni  ill  par- 
liament ?— I  do  recollect  it. 

Your  grace  recollects  that  this  convention  of 
delegates  met,  when  w«  plaoed  our  eonfidaooe 
in  Mr.  Pill,  \vt  that  purpose  ;  i!iar  met, 
we  kucw  not  tor  what,  and  parted,  not  know- 
ing what  would  be  done.  I  am  putting,  in 
oiner words,  what  your  grace  has  recollected; 
that  we  met,  and,  having  met,  tiustcd  to  the 
honour  of  Mr.  Pitt,  to  pursue  sucli  plan  as,  in 
hia  diacrction  and  honour,  he  should  think 
fit»  in  order  to  obtain  the  object  that  ira  bnd 
in  view  i — Ves. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  %re.— What  docs  your 
grace  recollect? — I  recollect  a  mcetin;;  with 
Mr.  Pitt,  I  tltink,  at  the  limtchcd  iiouse 
Tavern:  and  I  do  recollect  that  I,  at  that 
meeting, did  endeavour  to  persuade  tlMNNS  iriw 
were  for  a  more  exlPTT^ivr  ri^form,  not  to  in- 
sist upon  tlial,  but  to  lru!>i  to  the  attempts 
that  would  be  made  by  Mr.  Pill^in  the  Houae 
of  Comni'      for  a  nuTc  irodrmie  rcfomi. 

Mr.  ToQkc. — Mot  knowiu^aoy  thing  speci- 
fically ?— I  do  not  pretend  to  aaj,  whether  it 
was  mentioned  what  that  plan  was  to  be 
or  not,  but  I  did  what !  rould  to  induce  those, 
who  were  for  the  moic  cxleusive  rciorm,  to 


grace  may  be  pleased  to  rf-roHect,  that,  at\cr 
sir  George  Savilie  had  not  cho&en  lo  undcrk 
take  the  Dusiness,  and  Mr.  Pitt  was  proposed, 
this  was  the  first  meeting  in  which  Mr.  Pitt 
appeared  in  public,  in  the  business  of  |»arlia^ 
roeotary  reforuv  and  therefore  bia  particular 
plan  could  nut  be  known,  because  your  grace 
will  recollect,  that  Mr.  I'ltl's  fir^t  motion, 
made  on  the  7th  (jf  May,  1781,  was  tor  a 
committee  of  itie  Ilmisc  Jt  CaaamoBtf;  ymi^ 
grace  recollect-i  that  —  \  i  s 

Conscqueutiy,  ai  this  tune,  there  could  bo 
no  apecific  elan,  beeaaae  it  waa  tiiree  ymirabi^ 
fore  It  was  uruuglu  r 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eifrt. — Ihcre  is  a  iiltio 
too  much  of  argument  in  this— pat  it  by  die* 
tinct  queationa — Can  the  duke  of  KicbithMid 
state,  nrst  of  all,  when  ii  was  tliut  this  con- 
versation passed? — I  caainot  sa^  exactly  Uto 
time. 

Lor<!  rhlcf  Justice   Kv-r~V.A'n  yaii  recol- 
lect whether  it  w^  birfore  or  after  there  had 
been  any  motion  in  parTiameat  by  Mr.  Pitt 
I  speak  by  a  aortof  gueai  upoail-»I  rattmr 
think  it  was  after. 

Lord  Chief  Jus»licc  Li/rc. — But  have^uu  anj 
reculleclion — No. 

Mr.  Tooke. — Perhaps  his  grace's recollecliop 
may  serve  him  t&ua  lar— Do  you  recollect 
i^bedrtr  Che  apaeilic  fatbun  proposed  bj 
Mr.  Pitty  #il»aflflr  lie  miaiatv  or  befiM  ^ 
— After. 

Then  can  your  grace  recollect  whether  you 
ever  attended  any  convention,  or  public  meet- 
inc^  with  Mr.  Pitt,  attar  be  waa  miniatcr  1 
bttieve  not. 

Mr.  JMced^Conaequeuily,  by  jmir  kadJ 
sliip's  aaiifltaiMe^  I  bawe  iiid  tbctimO  to  b« 
betore.  . 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Z^yre.—Doea  your  grace 
ooodwla,  from  that  circumstance,  that  this 
WHS  before  Mr.  Pitt  had  nutdc  his  motioa^-^ 
Bciorc  he  had  made  Ins  la^t  motion. 

Mr.  Prev'iOu!<  to  the  irat  rootiaai? 

Lort!  < ':  u  f  Jnslice  Eyrt. — Was  there  nrmre 
tbao  one  motion  made  ? — I  thank  tnere  wero 
twoasotionsmada. 

Mr.  Tooke. — Mr.  ^it  made  two  mdtions  ; 
one  in  ih**  ye:ir  I78'i,  for  a  comniiffpip  of  in- 
quiry, aiiuiiicf  a  spccihc  plan,  in  the  year 
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%1BS.  T  believe  in  1785  Mr.  Pill  was  minUlcr 
— io  1788  be  was  in  no  office  whatever.  Tiie 
4uk«  of  RklwioQd  «ajs  be  doM  nol  apprelieiid 
h«  atteaded  any  maetia^  lAct  lir.  Pitt  was 
■imbter;  cofi&equenUy,  a  rcwmmendalion 
to  the  pmons  there  met,  in  tiu^l  to  iVJr.  Pal's 
dilfwiina  what  plan  be  would  fcUov,  must 
Invf  hi-rn  for  the  previous  motion  —  IDUStbave 

tvr  the  cocottutiee  of  ioquiry* 
.  Mr*  dtttnty  GewtJ,—!  viUonly  lak  one 
single  question— Your  grace  says  that  this 
roeetinii  agreed  totru<it  ti>  Mr  Pin's discrelion 
— wa»  that  a  discreuon  to  be  exeicised  in  par- 
liament as  a  tnemhef  of  Ihit  HiMne^Uo- 
doubLcdljf  ao,  Sir. 

The  Right  Honorir:i1>Ie  Wi!!i,im  PUt^^'Th^i 
Lord  of  the  1  reasury,  and  Chancellur  ot 
Ibe  £)ichequer)~i«oni«— Eufnioed  ly 

I  beg  Mr.  Pitt  to  say  whether  that  is  his 
haiu)-wrtUiig^-[^viDg  ^*  ^  letter.] 
Itia. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yr«. —You  mmt  slate 

wV.rit  it  U. 

Mr.  imike. — It  relates  to  the  importaocr  of 
%  parliamentary  reform 
Imd  Chief  Justice  E^^Bow  is  tbet 

aeon<^tr<)  wi?h  yotirca^c? 

Mr.  i'tmtkc — In  the  same  way  a^t  tlie  duke 
ef  RifhiQond^s  letter,  which  your  lordship  ad- 
OUtted,  that  was  i  nii  duced  as  a  justification 
to  Mr.  Ilardy,  and  those  pmons  who  pursued 
bbptan.aad  I  iDtrodaoe  thb  ts  a  justification 
Ibr  myself. 

Tnul  Chief  Jn*.tifc  Evre. — Obscr\*e,  Mr. 
lidxd}  tulriKiuccd  the  (iiike  of  J<irhiu4tn(i's 
|daa«  bjr  showing  that  they  had  professed  tu 
follnw,  .nil  had  t'ullowcil  il— if  yni  show  tliat 
you  adoptecl  or  followed  any  pariicuiar  plan.  ^ 
supporte<l  by  Mr.  Pht,  tliett  you  make  Ibal 
evidence  upon  the  i>anie  principle — You 
cannot  introduce  it  io  the  manner  you  now 
propose. 

Mr.  Tbolbr.— Mr.  Fee,  in  bis  evidence,  has 

prcvrd  n  meeting  at  the  Thatchcd-house  ta- 
vern, ^lirre  I  iUteoded;  and  he  has  proved 
tlwt  I  Mtpported,  at  that  place^  the  thanks 
of  that  meeting  to  Mr.  Pitt,  nrthe  oiotioD 
ibai  he  l>ad  n^ade. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — And  do  you  slate 
thifi  to  he  that  spect&cmotionf 

Mr  Tnoke  —  I  hilt  '^pfcttrc  nvjtinn,  which, 
ai  any  iimc,  rtguhln;  uty  conduct. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  J-'vre  —  If  it  be  thespe 
cifir  : notion  Mr.  Fox  alHided  to,  you  may  pro- 
icriv  read  lU 

Mr.  laofre.— This  is  the  whole  of  the  plan 
which  I  ewT  pursued  ;  this  is  reconimeDde<l 
by  Mr  I'lll ;  I  thought  it  f'-'^'-nti.iIK- nrcci^ary 
to  the  uu!f  jiendcnce  of  parhiiiccul,  and  liic 
lifeerly  of  the  people  :  1  never  wa^  a  favourer 
ofaiiy  particu.'.ir  plan  ;  the  whole  of  my  eflbrts 
Imice  licen  dicccled  to  retorni ;  and  wl  at  I  am 
Wouglit  here  for  is,  the  having  htem  iriccdiy 
to  41. y  sort  of  reform  llml  ^hould  all^ir  the  pre- 
•ML  ailuatiui  of  tiic  wpreicsUatioa  in  the 

t 


House  of  Commons,  thinking  none  could  be 
for  tlie  worse ;  not  iiaving  been  a  favourer  of 
any  particular  plan  more  than  of  ihc  plan  of 
this  geotlemao,  which  they  cannot  aay  I 
Icwcn.  liccau*e  I  ^va^  in  it  before  he  was  born  ; 
he,  in  a  high  i^iluaUoa,  1  followed  in  his 
bteps,  having  always  dooe  as  that  right  hon. 
gentleman  has  done ;  assuring  the  cunm;;ttrc 
that  my  eierliu&s  should  never  be  wauiuigm 
support  of  a  meaiuse,  erlnch  I  agreed  with 
them  in  thinking  essentially  necessary  to  the 
independence  of  |iarliaiDeii^  and  the*  libnr^ 
ot  tt>e  iKfople. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  fjew^I  have  staled, 
that  as  to  any  plan  of  a  particular  gentleman 
upon  ihe  sul:[)ect  of  a  reform  of  paritanieot, 
or  any  other  subject,  unless  yell  cooneet,  by 
evidence,  yuur  own  conduct  widl  it,  that  plan 
is  not  admissible  evidence. 

Mr.  Toitke. — This  is  no  plan 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre.— Whatever  itb< 
any  sentiment  expressed,  by  a  particular  gpn- 
tleman,  is  nothing,  unless  you  adopt  it,  and 
make  it  your  own  in  your  evidtfKe.  I  told 
you  that,  in  the  case  of  Hardy,  they  offered 
lU  evidence  that  they  had  acted  upon  the 
duke  of  Richmond's  plan ;  in  order  then  to 
see  what,  they  acted  upon,  it  was  necessary 
to  look  at  the  duke's  plan;  if  you  can  ['rcpn- 
ralorv  to  reading  this  paper,  show  that  you 
acted  upon  tlus  paper,  or  can,  io  any  oUier 
way  connect  your  conduct  with  this  paper, 
then  it  will  be  evidence. 

Mr.  Tooke.^l  ccocelve  f  have  proved  that, 
both  by  the  duke  of  Ridimond  and  m  tjor 
Cartwnght— I  take  ir,  I  hhve  proved,  Ih  it  1 
acted  precisely  upon  liie  planol  the  nghl  liou. 
centleraan.  I  say  the  reason  why  he  pledged 
his  r%rr5io:i  ,  as  I  have  always  done  mine,  is, 
tliat  It  IS  essentially  necessary  to  tlie  indepen- 
dence of  parliament,  and  tM  Uberty  of  the> 
peo|dc. 

ilord  Chief  Justice  Evre, — If  it  were  your 
own  plan,  and  Mr.  Pitt,  or  any  olhcr  pculie- 
man,  had  adopted  your  pkin,  that  would  not 
make  it  evidence ;  the  i>nly  way  tn  which  it 
cou^d  iiave  been  made  evidence  was  by  Mr. 
Fox*8  evidence^  Now  the  way  in  which  I 
tltojirrht  you  had  endeavoured  to  make  it 
evidence  w.is,  tltat  tlicre  was  a  meeting, 
and  vou  pro{  o^td  to  thank  Mr.  Pitt  for  the 
speci&c  plan  he  proposed  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons;  if  this  is  tliat  specific  plan,  it  would 
be  admbsihle. 

Mr.  ErtkiHt. — Never  having  seen  the  let- 
ter my  client  holds  in  Ms  hai.t:,  it  was  f  r 
every  reason,  belter  he  should  take  thui  part 
of  the  examinatbn  upon  himself ;  hui,  I 
think,  it  is  not  attended  lobv  the  Court  what 
Mr,  1'  <  insi^l5 upon,  and  new  he  conceives 
he  h  HI  a  ccniUtion  to  read  ihih  lelter.  If  I 
.iitendcd  prrj  eriy  to  the  duke  of  Richmond'a 
eN.'.nui  aiK.n,  hi>  gr 'C  proved  that  there  was 
a  meeting  there — whether  a  convention,  or 
what  it  was  signifies  notbing— there  was  a 
meeting  of  gentlemen  of  great  dislinctiou, 
uodottbtedly,  ai  the  XhaUbcd* house  tavern; 
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and  many  of  those  persons  were  very  desirous 
of  adopting  the  plan  his  |nice  had  been  the 
eapouser  of,  namely,  univcrsitl  repmentft- 
tion;  that  it  was  proposed  that  iho'^c  persons 
•boiild  iiive  up  insisting  upon  th4t  specific 
irfan  of  reform,  and  thmild  mther  (mst  it  to 
the  discretion  and  inlegrily  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  whose  name  was  mentioned,  and 
who  is  now  sworn  as  a  witneaa.  Mr.  Home 
Tooke(byyour  lordship*s  asKistance,  showiuj; 
him  tlic  fallacy  of  the  examination,  unless  it 
came  tu  that  point)  was  to  fiii  the  time — whe- 
ther there  was,  at  that  tinie,  any  specific  pro- 
position of  reform  by  Mr  Pitt ;  and  it  came 
out  by  a  cooclusioo,  which  amounts  to  a  ma- 
thematical demomtratioit,  that  that  must  have 
been  so ;  for  the  duke  of  Richmond  said  he 
never  had  been  at  any  public  meeting  with 
Mr.  Home  Tooke  and  Mr.  Pitt,  subsequent 
to  the  time  when  be  did  make  the  proposi- 
tion. 

L*<rd  Chief  Justice  llyrr.— I  have  put  a 
martc  against  the  whole  of  that  evidence  in 
my  notes — that  it  amounts  to  nothing,  be- 
cause Mr.  Tooiie  has  not  connected  any  act 
of  his  with  thednke  of  Richmond's  examina- 
tion. 

Mr.  Enkine. — That  is  what  T  am  just  going 
to  do.  Your  lordship  puts  a  niari<  upon  the 
efklence,  that  as  vet  that  connexion  liat  not 
been  estaMi^tu  d  ;  but  your  lordship  does  not 
put  a  mark  upon  it,  tliat  bis  grace  iias  not 
sworn  what  I  am  stating  namely,  that  he 
had  never  been  at  a  public  meeting  with  Mr. 
Tooke  and  Mr.  Fitt,  subsequent  to  that  time; 
itj  consequently,  must  have  been  before  Mr. 
Pitt  moved  any  specific  resolution,  tliat  what 
passed  between  Mr.  Home  Tooice^  and  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  did  pass. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyrt. — The  obiection  is, 
that  nothitig  passed  between  Mr.Tookenndtho 
duke  of  lUchoMnd.  The  duke  recommended, 
at  that  meeting  at  which  Mr.  Tooke  was  pre- 
sent, that  every  man  nhould  give  up  his  i>en- 
timcnt^,  leaving  it  to  the  honotir  and  discre- 
tion of  Mr.  I'ltl  wfiat  pLiu  lu  p  ursue,  in 
order  to  obtain  a  reforn)  in  parliament,  upon 
whir  h  nothing  was  done  by  Mr.  Tooke»  one 
way  or  other. 

Mr.  JSrtftiiie.— To  whkh  Mr.  Tooke  as- 
sented. 

liord  Chief  Justice  £^r«. — ^That  was  noX 
proved. 

Mr.  Ertkine  —I  understood  it  wu taken fiir 
granted  that  he  assentefl  to  that. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Jvjrre  (to  the  duke  of 
^ekmmd.'-^lktn  ywr  grace  recollect  wbe- 
^licr,  when  you  proposed  that  every  person 
should  give  up  his  own  particular  opmion, 
and  be  disposed  to  submit  to  a  partial  refbnn, 
proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  what  part  was  taken  by 
Mr.  Horne  Tooke  upon  that  ocraMon? 

Mr.  Tooke.— I  beg  his  ^race  to  say  whe- 
ther there  was  any  dissentmg  voice-^wat  it 
ttreed  to  by  the  nioetin"? 

Duke  oi'liickmond.—l  think  so. 

Mr.  £rffan«.— Isubmitio  the  judgment  of 


the  Court,  that  Mr.  ilorne  Tooke  is  now  in 
a  condition  to  have  this  letter  read,  not  know- 
ing wtiat  the  contents  uf  the  letter  are,  or 
I  how  they  will  particularly  hear  upon  the 
case ;  /or  the  reason  given,  not  having  heard 
it,  I  do  not  know. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  JByf«<— Wiiom  is  the  let* 
ter  tof 

Mr.  rooJke.^11  is  a  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  upon  the  subject  of  parliamentai^  te* 

form . 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — To  wliom  ? 

Mr.  Tooke  — I  do  not  know  that ;  but  Mr. 
Pit?  declares  il  to  be  his  hand  writing,  though 
not  seized  by  the  secretary  of  state.  I  keg 
your  lordship  to  consider  that  things  foimd  in 
my  hand-writing,  without  address  or  signa- 
ture have  lieen  read  ;  and  this  is  in  Mr.  Pitt's 
hand- writing,  a  much  greater  band  than  mine. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  fyr; — I'hat  does  not 
make  it  evidence  ;  he  will  he  to  pvc  evidence, 
oi  any  fact  contained  in  Uiat  letter,  in  his 
own  person,  using  his  letter  only  as  soose^ 
thing  to  rrfri  sh  his  memory 

Mr.  Tooke, — ^Then  1  beg  to  give  it  him  to 
refresh  his  niemoi;y. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — If  you  can  con- 
nect this  letter  with  the  proceeding  at  the 
Thatched- house  tavern,  then,  upon  the 
ground  we  have  gone  upon  before,  I  can  ad> 
mit  the  letter  to  he  read,  otherwise  I  cannot. 

Mr.  Erskine. — I  conceived  it,  in  my  argu- 
ment, to  be  a  letter  to  Mr.  Tooke. 

Mr.  Tooke— I  beg  Mr.  Pitt  to  say,  if  be 
can  recollect,  to  whom  this  letter  was  sent  f 

Mr.  put. — I  am  not  able  to  recollect  the 
name  and  the  person  ;  I  can  only  judge 
from  the  contents  of  the  letter,  what  des- 
cription of  person  it  might  have  been  directed 
to,  probably  to  some  person  who  acted  as  a 
chairman  of  a  Wcstnnnstcr  committee;  be- 
cause I  observe  it  is  taking  notice  of  my  not 
having  been  at  home  when  the  person  to 
whom  the  letter  was  addressed,  and  the  other 
eenliemcn  from  the  Westminster  committee, 
did  me  the  houour  tu  call — At  this  distance 
of  time,  really  I  lutve  no  rocoUectioo  who  the 
individual  was. 

Uavevou  any  recollection  of  meeting  roe 
at  tlie  Inateheo-bouse  tavern,  in  a  eonven- 
tion  of  delegates  from  different  counties? 

Mr.  Fitt.— To  what  time  does  that  questioo 
refer? 

Mr.  Tooke. — ^The  middle  of  May,  1783,  or 
thereabouts? — I  rcrollect  nipnting  a  mimhrr 
of  persons  at  tlie  l  iiatc bed- house  tavern  some* 
time  subsequent  to  the  first  motion  which  I 
rc?.(^i?  Ill  House  of  Conunun<;  in  relation 
to  parUauieutary  reform,  and  wliich  must,  I 
think,  have  been  about  the  middle  of  the 
month  of  May,  1782. 

Do  you  recollect,  what  his  grace  the  duke 
of  Richmond  rccullects,  that  a  proposal  was 
made— I  should  first  say,  that  it  was  of  little 
consequence  tiiat  you  should  have  met  me 
there— but  do  you  reooUect  meeting  lord 
Sunk  Jfilio  Uwie^  or  Mr.  Saint  Jobtf-I 
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think  Mr.  Saint  Jobo  WIS  pfeM&t,  but  I  am 

■ot  certain. 

^  That,  perhaps,  may  bring  to  your  recollec- 
tion that  I  wa.s  present — it  is  not  worth  while 
to  attempt  thai — but  bv  rocntioning  some 
conversation  that  passed  at  the  time  that 
aade  you  laugh,  ImigbtiKiflMbly  caU  it  toyour 
niemorv?— I  cannot  say  who  was  present, 
but  I  should  rather  state  from  recollection 
that  Mr.  Home  Toolce  was  present. 

Do  you  rpcollrrt,  at  that  mertinz,  rerom- 
^Dcnding  to  those  who  were  there  met,  and  to 
mt  if  I  was  there  tmoog  them,  to  endeavour 
to  obtain  in  the  course  of  the  summer  the 
sense  of  the  people  ihrotighout  England,  in 
their  different  parishes,  or  smaller  districts, 
in  order  to  la^  a  foundation  for  future  appli- 
cation to  parliament  with  effect? — I  have  no 
particular  recollection  of  recommending  such 
a  measure;  but  my  general  recoHeetion  is, 
that  it  was  the  stust-  of  thai  mrcting  that 
means  should  be  taken  during  the  summer 
IP  feecHsmend  petitions  to  parliament,  in 
tbe  next  session,  with  a  view  to  a  reform. 

Mr  T<M^ke.—l  auppose  I  nay  now  have 
that  ieUer  read. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyrt. — No  yow  are 
not  at  all  f<>rwarded  for  reading  lhat  letter. 

Mr.  Tooke, — ^Tben  I  hope  X  may  have  it 
back  anio. 

Lora  Chief  Justice  J^'j/rc— Certainly. 
^  Mr.  Tookc.'—l  did  intend  to  have  asked  tho 
fi^t  honourable  gentleman  many  other  qucs- 
tions*  but  certainly  the  hiugh  of  the  Court 
prevents  rne  iVom  being  Mrioiu;  therefore  I 
will  ask  him  nu  mure. 

Tbe  Kight  Honourable  WiUiam  Fut  croas- 
cxanuned  bj  Mr.  JUwnuj^  Gmumi,  • 

Waa  there  any  thing  passed  at  that  meet- 
ing  about  usine  mcaaures  to  bring  about  a 
ronvenfron  of  tne  people  by  delcigates  from 
afiiliated  societies? 

Mr.  J^.F-Two  meetings  have  been  spoken 
of  in  the  course  of  the  examination  I  have 
heard;  I  wish  to  know,  for  precision,  which 
meeting  the  question  refers  to? 

To  the  meeting  in  May,  1782. 

Mr.  P>V/  — The  meeting  subsequent  to  the 
motion  made  in  parliament  ? 

Mr.  Attertusf  Oeneral.—l  do  not  hnow 
— You  stated  that  Mr.  Touke  was  pre. 
sent  at  a  meeting  some  time  in  iMay,  1782; 
was  there  any  purpose  in  that  nieeting  to 
bring  about  a  convention  of  the  people  by 
delegates  from  affiliated  societies? — ^Thcrc 
certainly  was  never  any  such  idea  stated  by 
any  man  in  my  presence. 

Mr  Tixike. — Were  we  not  a  convention — 
instead  ot  mating  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing about  a  convention?  What  was  that 
meeting  btit  a  convention  of  drlrrratcs  from, 
different  tovyns  and  counties  throughout  Eng- 
land Was  it,  or  was  it  not,  a  meeting  or 
convention  of  delegates,  appoiiilci:]  by  the  dif- 
ferent committees  of  different  counties  and 
Cleat  towns  m  Eogkud? — I  have  not  an 
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exact  recollection  at  this  time  how  that  meet- 
ing  was  composed,  but  1  did  not  consider  it 
as  a  meeting  of  persons  who  ^vere  authoriiad 

to  act  for  any  but  for  themselves. 

Mr.  Tooke. — ^I'hen  I  will  not  trouble  you 
with  any  other  questions,  because  thi:>  ques- 
tion I  siiaU  have  answered  bv  many  other 
persons,  and  it  is  not  fit  I  should  vex  your  re- 
collection.— I  will  ask  merely  one  question— 
I  am  sorry  to  trouble  you  with  it — perhaps, 
sir,  you  may  he  ahlc  to  rcrollrct  th.Ht  i!ie  pe- 
tition was  objected  to  in  the  House  of  Corn- 
mom  upon  that  verv  ground,  that  it  came 
from  persons  in  a  delegated  capacity?— No 
petition  came  from  the  meeting  to  which  I 
allude. 

But  that  meeting  was  the  ^und,  caused 
and  beginning  of  tnnse  pelitiotts  which  altev* 

wards  follow^  ? 
Lord  Chief  Juslice  J^.~I  mi^erstand 

your  (](if -lion  to  be,  whether  any  petitions  to 
parliament  were  objected  to  in  parliament  as 
coming  from  delegated  persons? 

Mr.  Pitt.^l  &ve  no  recollection  in  my 
mind  of  any  petitions  sub^^'quent  to  that 
mating  that  were  objected  to  upon  the  ground 
suied;  at  this  distance  of  time  I  cannot 
pretend  to  tipttk  positively  to  thatciicmn- 
stance. 

Mr.  IWe.— Your  brdship  will  see  that  I 
avoid  asking  these  questions  from  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  not  thinking  it  fair 
that  he  !>l)oiild  be  called  upon  at  this  distance 
of  time  for  a  recollection  of  such  minute  par- 
ticulars as  these,  though  I  am. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre.—And  if  you  can 
prove  it  by  otiwr  evMenoe  it  certainly  will  be 
regular  to  do  it. 
1  Mr.  Attorn^  General, — I  mean  to  ask 
I  whether  the  persons  who  composed  that  maei> 
,  ing  attended  as  delegates  of  the  people;  whe- 
'  ther  they  were  to  act  for  them«ielvei^  or 
'  merely  for  the  persons  who  sent  them  ? 
I  Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre.<^That  question 
'  was  answered. 

I  Mr.  Fat  —I  understood  those  persons  as 
I  expressing  their  own  sentiments,  not  binding 

others. 

I  Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre — Nor  deputed  by 
j  others  ? — I  do  not  know  but  that  some  of 
I  those  individuate  might  have  been  deputed 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  object  of 
'  an  application  to  parliament ;  I  cannot  state 
I  exactly  how  that  meeting  was  composed.* 

I  Rkkafd  BriiHley  SAeriAm,  es^.  vmm^ 
Bxamined  by  Mr.  jErthmt. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Home  Tooke? — Yes. 

ILivc  you  ever  seen  hirn  at  any  meeting 
held  for  the  purno:>e  ut  obtaining  a  parUa- 
mentary  reform  r— I  have  met  lum,  cer- 
tainly, at  several  meetings  hf M  for  the  pur- 
pose ot  ubldining  a  parliamentary  reform. 

•  *^ce  u'hnt  wj?  said  by  Mr.  Pitt  at  the 
coucktsioQ  of  Mr.  ShenUWs  examioation^ 

9C 


Digitized  by  Google 


S87J 


35  GEORGE  UL 


Trid  ^Jokn  Hom§  Tooke 


[588 


Be  so  good  as  lo  state  to  the  Court  what 
those  roeetiogs  were,  or  aa^  one  of  those  meet- 
ing }—I  net  him  in  diflereat  associations,  I 
think  in  tlicycar  1780;  and  I  rather  tlunk — 
hut  really  I  am  not  quite  certain— in  a  con- 
vention or  meeting  to  which  different  dele- 
ffiXn  from  viiHous  parts  of  the  kingdom  were 
lent,  who  were  deputed  to  consider  of  the 
best  means  of  oromoting  the  object  of  par- 
liamentary f«mmi.-^Delegatefl  ftcMD  coun- 
ties, towns,  and  dlfTcrent  parts,  topiomotc 
the  object  of  parliamentarv  reform^  ttid  to 
act  for  those  who  deputed  them. ' 

Fcrhaps  you  know  this  business  more  fully 
than  it  has  been  hitherto  stated,  from  having 
been  yours^elf  a  delegate  from  some  district  r 
—I  was  a  delegate  for  Westminster,  with,  I 
think,  five  or  sjx  other  gentlemen. 

What  was  the  nature  of  your  deputation  ? 
— fllie  purpose  of  our  mppohitment  was,  to 
act  in  concert  with  the  other  deputies  or  dele- 
gates ;  to  correspond  with  other  societies,  a.v 
ftociated  to  promote  the  object  of  oarliamen- 
tery  reform ;  and,  certainly,  by  all  iegpU  and 
constitutional  means,  to  interest  and  engage 


Tooke  dissent  from  or  assent  lo  the  proposi- 
tions that  were  made  at  these  meetings  i — I 
do  not  recollect  any  instance  of  Mr.  Home 
Tooke's  dtsmtins  nom  the  genffel  plan  upoi^ 
which  we  were  all  acting  uid  for  vhicti  ire 
were  associated. 

Did  Mr.  Toeke  come  there  as  a  critic  upon 
your  proceedings,  or  to  assist  and  aid  in  the 
accomplishment  of  vour  object  ? — I  conceive 
Mr.  Tooke  came 'with  the  same  purpose  ttid 
object  which  we  all  did. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Was  he  a  dele- 
gate f— I  do  not  exactly  recollect ;  I  imagine 
at  some  of  those  meetfaigil  Mr.  YMe  mU9l 
have  been  a  delegate. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — What  numbex 
might  there  be  of  del^ates?-^At  one  time  • 
very  considerable  number,  from  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  most  populous  ai^  respectable 
counties  and  towns,  YerkaUre.  York,  Devon- 
shire, and  a  number  of  memlbeia  of  perilih- 
ment  were  there. 

Mr.  £r«fcine.— Were  you  delegated  to  draw 
up  a  petition,  to,  consider  the  language  in 
which  a  petition  should  be  drawn  up,  or  do- 


the  pi^lijc  mind  in  that  object,  with  an  ex-    legated  generally  to  coojjidej-  how,  by  legal 
•  _       .  .       . ,  *         ^         and  constitutional  meanSi  reform  should  1mi 


MCtalbo,  certainlv,  that  the  influence  of  pub- 
lie  opinion  woula  so  far  operate  upon  the 
Qotne  of  Commons  as  that  we  might  ulti- 
mately gain  our  object;  without  which  in- 
fluence or  interposition  on  the  part  of  the 
people,  we  certainly  had  no  bopea  fipom  the 
liouse  of  Commons. 

Did  the  inhahilanta  of  Westminster,  such 
as  were  friendly  to  reform,  leave  it  to  the 
discretion  of  thcif  delentes  how  that  object 
ehould  be  beetaceomplisDed  in  a  legal  and  eon* 
stitutional  niode?'>-in  my  opinion  they  con- 
fided the  means  to  them  entirely. 

Was  it  not  a  thing  as  notonous  as  that  I 
nm  now  speaking  to  you,  that  these  dele- 
gates did  act  for  other  societies,  and  not 
merely  for  themselves  f — 1  think  we  never 
eigned  any  resolutions,  or-  put  forth  any 
paper,  in  which  we  did  not  state  ourselves 
to  be  del<^tes  acting  for  other  people. 

Do  vou  think  it  is  posnble  that  a  man 
could  belong  to  that  society,  without  seeing 
that  those  people  with  whom  he  associated 
were  persons  of  that  character  and  descrip- 
tion, la  itposaible  thtt  nperaon  could  be- 
long to  sucni  an  association  as  you  are  de- 
scribing, composed  of  various  persona,  in  de- 
legatedclMraetera^  end  signing  their  names 
as  dclegat'^s,  without  kuowmg  tnat  they  were 
actios  for  others? — Certainly  no  person 
could  belonK  to  that  sort  of  society  or  con- 
yentionthat  1  am  speaking  of  without  know- 
fejg  it,  because  he  could  not  have  attended  it 
without  being  himself  appointed  by  some 
ether  body  of  people. 

Voti  say  you  have  occasionally  seen  Mr. 
Horne  Tooke  at  these  meetinn,  which  had 
for  their  object,  by  the  eitending  tibe  influ- 
ence of  puolic  opinion,  to  interest  and 
engage  the  public  nund,  and  thereby  procure 
a  reform  from  paikuneut;  d^d  Mr.  Uorne 


obtained? — Certainly  we  considered  ourseltrei 
as  delegated  generally  to  pursue  the  beei 
and  the  strongest  legal  meena  to  obtain  out* 
ol^ect. 

Was  the  act  of  petitioning,  the  time  when« 
the  mode,  and  to  whom  the  netition  should 
be  addmoed,  left  to  the  delegates?— Cer* 
tainly  wc  were  very  much  of  opinion  that  pe-* 
titions  (^except  for  the  form  of  the  thfaig,  and 
the  appeacanee  of  it),  till  they  came  genemliy 
from  the  whole  body  of  the  people  to  the 
House  of  Commons  were  perfectly  iirivoloua 
and  useless. 

You  were  of  that  opinion,  with  the  duke 
of  Richmond  i — I  was  of  that  opinion  Wttfl 
the  duke  of  Richmond,  certainly. 

I  understand  you  associated  yoQiedvea  to- 
gether as  delegates  in  order  to  collect  the 

Sublic  sentiment  upon  that  head? — Un- 
onbtedly ;  and  expecting  that,  at  loeat,  wn 
should  have  delegates  or  deputies  meet  in  a 
much  larger  meeting  or  convention  from  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom. 

Now,  by  collectiQg  the  public  opinion  so  aa 
to  make  it  operate  upon  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, was  It  ever  intended  that  it  should 
operate  upon  the  House  of  Commons  vio* 
Itnccandf  force,  and  rebellion?  —  Certainly 
not  by  any  thing  like  violence  or  force ;  but 
we  certainly  dideapeet  to  create n  degree  of 
awe  in  the  House  ofONnmona  of  US, and  our 

Kroceedings — Not  a  wrong  or  improper  awe, 
ut  that  sort  of  awe  and  respect  which  wq 
conceived  the  Heme  ef  CS»romons  wecu 
bound  to  jpav,  and  must  pay,  to  the  just  sen- 
timents of  toe  people  at  ^erae,  ifhen  ooUected 
end  expreisedj 

As  every  thui^  mqst  Ittve  a  beginning  and 
a  progress,  this  was  to  go  on  progressiTelv 
from  small  numbers  to  greater  jtfJWf^Of  Vi^ 
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kom  tlMoce  to  greater,  until  yon  could  sur- 
round parliament  with  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
^^N-Certaiol^  that  vras  oui  purpose  and 

MkM  BrtiuUu  SktrUdn,  mi^^umdm^ 

Do  you  recollect  the  14th  of  July,  1790, 
the  first  meeting  whi«ti  was  called  as  an  auni- 
versary  of  the  French  ReTolution  ? — Do  you 
fwoUect  meeting  m  that  day?— I  reeoUect 
perfectly  attending  an  anniversary  dinner  at 
the  (Crown  and  Anchor,  to  celebrate  either 
the  taking  the  Bastile  or  the  acceptanee  of 
the  constitution :  in  short,  to  celebrate  the  es- 
tahliihment  of  the  Revolution  in  France. 

Do  you  recollect  who  took  the  chair?— 
Lord  Stanhope. 

Do  you  recollect,  at  that  meeting,  lord 
Stanhope  being  in  the  chair,  that  you  made  a 
motion  in  UM»e  words,  or  to  tills  effect-^ 
**  That  this  meeting  docs  most  cordially  re- 
joice in  the  esuUilisnmeot  and  confirmation 
liberty  in  France ;  and  that  it  beholds 
with  peculiar  satisfaction  the  sentiments  of 
amity  and  good* will  which  appear  to  pervade 
tlie  people  of  that  country  towards  this  king- 
dom, especially  at  a  time  when  it  is  the  mani- 
fest interest  of  both  stales  that  nothing 
should  interrupt  the  harmony  that  at  present 
SObsists  between  them,  and  wiiich  is  so  ct 
sential  for  the  free^lom  and  happiness  not 
mbf  of  both  nations  but  ot  all  mankind/' 

1  reeoUect  moving  the  resolution  myself ; 
ittd  I  imagine  (I  cannot  be  positive,  having 
no  copy  of  it,  and  not  having  that  circum- 
stance much  called  to  mv  recollection,  till  I 
kcanl  it  mentioned  by  Mr.  Erskine)  but  I 
conceive  that  is,  word  for  word,  the  leaolU' 
tioo  that  I  wrote  and  moved. 

Do  you  reeolleet  that  I,  being  then  and 
tiberc  present,  made  no  objection  to  the  mo- 
tien,  but  expressed  a  strong  desire  that  some 
aualifying  expreNdon  mignt  be  added  unto 
tnis  general  motion  of  approbation  of  the 
French  Revolution — Did  I  express  my  full 
approbation  of  that  motion ;  and  did  I,  or 
dM  I  not,  at  that^  time,  mention  the  danger 
of  misinterpretation  or  misapprehension  of 
others  who  were  not  friendly  to  Ihe  liberty  of 
Wnaaoe  f — should  state  that  that  which  was 
moved  by  me,  was  not  hastily  drawn  up  at 
the  time,  but  1  went  there  with  a  creat  body 
of  respectable  gentlemen,  mostly  uelonging 
to  the  Whig  Club,  upon  an  invitatioQ  Som 
the  stewards  the  day  before,  and  upon  full 
cooflderation  with  respect  to  the  propriety 
of  attending  this  meeting,  at  which  lord 
Stanhope  was  udvcrtiscd  to  be  in  the  chair,  I 
stoted  that  some  intemperate  resolution  mi^it 
be  moved  in  which  I  did  not  ehoose  to  be  im* 
plicated;  and,  therefore,  it  was  proposed  that 
we  should  draw  up  a  resolution,  this  was 
done  bv  me,  and  the  resolution, Just  read,  was 
thn  <vawn  up,  it  was  moved  by  me  soon 
after  dinner,  1  think  upon  my  health  being 
dnaki^and  it  waareceiTed  with  very  great  ap> 


A.  IK  1794i  t^CO 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.— The  point  is^ 
how  Mr.  Horne  Tooke  conducted  himself? — 
I  remember  perfectly  the  circumstance  that 
Mr.  Home  Tooke  did  not  directly  object  to 
the  resolution,  but  just  as  it  was  "oing  to  be 
put  he  rose,  I  think  be  first  of  all  proposed 

amendment  to  it.  I  remember  very  dis- 
tinctly his  stating  that  an  unqualified  a|>pro- 
batton  of  the  French  Revolution,  ia  the  terms 
in  whidi  I  had  moved  it,  might  produce  an 
ill  effect  out  of  doors;  that  it  might  indooe 
a  disposition  to  revohition  in  this  country,  or 
if  it  did  not  produce  that  effect,  at  least,  it 
was  capable  or  being  misrepresented  so  as  to 
be  stated  to  have  that  object  and  intention — 
I  think,  I  recollect  perfect^  Mr.  Fooke's  ad- 
verting in  Ida  speecn  to  the  circumstance  of 
all  the  gentlemen  at  the  meeting,  having  na- 
tional cockades  in  their  hats,  which  we  all 
had— he  argued  the  necessity  of  qualifying 
our  approbation  of  the  French  Revohition^ 
and  tne  establishment  of  liberty  in  France^ 
with  a  declaration  of  our  attachment  to  tfate 
principlesofoorowneonslitotion.  I  remember, 
perfectly,  his  speaking  in  a  figurative  manner 
and  describing  the  Tormer  government  ot 
France,  as  a  vessel  so  foul  and  decayed,  that 
repair  merely  could  not  save  it  from  destruc- 
tion— I  cannot  be  positive  to  the  words,  I  am 
positive  to  the  purport  of  those  words,  I  am 
going  to  state  now — I  am  quite  positive  to 
the  very  terms,  that  in  contra^Ting  our  ^late 
he  said,  thank  God,  the  mam  timbers  of  our 
constitution  aretound,  having  before  observed 
that  some  reform  were  essentially  necessary, 
I  remember  the  conversation,  or  debate,  the 
naore  accurately  from  the  circumstance  of 
those  aentiinents  of  Mr.  Horne  Tooke  hav. 
ing  been  received  by  some  violent  people,  or 
by  people  who  mistook  his  intention,  with 
great  disapprobation,  and  with  very  rude  in- 
terruption, inasmuch  that,  I  believe,  lord 
Stanhope,  the  chairman,  interfered  to  pre- 
serve order. 

Mr.  Attorney'  Genfro/.— That  it  migllt  pro- 
duce a  revolution  did  you  say  ? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — A  disposition  to 
revolution. 

Mr,  Tooke. — Is  that  the  only  time  in  which 
vou  remember  me,  in  difi'erent  meetings^  to 
nave  been  reedved  with  great  disapprobation,' 

or  have  you  frequently,  or  more  than  once 
known  me  to  be  received  by  very  large  com- 
panies, with  very  great  abapprobation?-^ 
In  very  many  public  meetings  1  have  had  the 
misfortune  to  differ  with,  and  to  oppose  Mr. 
Tooke — I  have  frequently  seen  in  in  received 
with  very  coni^rable  marks  of  di'^appraba^ 
tion,  but  I  never  saw  them  much  afl'tct  him 

Mr.  Tooke» — My  question,  upon  that  head, 
was  to  show  that  l  was  likely  to  haVe  very 
troublesome  subjects,  after  1  had  deposed  our 
lord  the  king,  fur  1  was  constantly  received 
with  very  great  disapprobation. 

Do  vou  lecoUect,  whether  these  words,  or 
the  substance,  was  the  motion  which  I  made 
at  this  jneetiog,  after  Uiv  other  niotiuii  had 
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been  carried;  ''We  feel  equal  flktbfiKlioa 
that  the  subjects  of  England,  by  tke  virtuous 

rxertions  of  their  ancestors,  have  not  so  ar- 
duous a  task  to  perform  as  the  French  have 
had ;  but  have  only  to  maintain  and  improve 
tha  constitntioTi,  which  their  ancestors  have 
transmitted  to  them?"— 1  recollect  Mr.  Tooke 
proposed  either  precisely  those  wwds  or 
words  to  thrit  cffccl,  as  an  nniendment.  I 
opposed  the  amendment  on  the  uound  gene- 
rallv,  that  we  met  there,  as  the  advertisement 
had  published,  to  g;ive  our  opinion,  and  ex- 
press our  approbation  of  the  establishment  of 
liberty  in  France,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
old  despotic  goveromenl,  whidi  we  conceived 
to  have  been  the  rr.nvt:int  enemy  of  this 
country,  thereiuie,  i  ubj«cled  to  any  amend- 
ment being  grafted  upon  that,  because  there 
rnight  be  persons  in  the  company  who  might 
not  agree,  that  there  was  any  reform  neces- 
sary in  this  a>uDtiy,  and  it  was  introducing 
dcMteable  mattw,  which  mi^ht  disturb  the 
liarmony  of  the  company — T  xWmk  Mr.  Tooke 
withdrew  the  amendment  afterwards,  and 
moved  it  as  a  distinct  proposition,  and  having 
overcome  the  opposition  and  tumult  by  codI- 
xiess  and  perseverance,  it  was  afterwards 
adopted  as  ananiraously  as  myreaoluUon  liad 
fccen  before. 

Mr.  Tooke. — Mr.  Sheridan  stated,  that  his 
motion  was  not  a  sudden  one,  but  well  deli- 
beimted  upon  before  for  the  purpose  of  mode- 
ration. I  beg  the  attorney-general  will  ob- 
serve, that  I  moderated  the  nioderator. 

Richard  Brinthjf  Sheridan,  esq. — Cro&s-exa- 
mined  fay  Mr.  SidieUor  umeroL 

You  stated,  T  think,  that  it  was  in  the  year 

1790,  when  tliis  mrcling  was  hrld  lo  cele- 
brate the  French  Kevolutioo  ? — la  the  year 
1790. 

Do  you  recollect  at  what  time  of  the  year 
it  was  i*    In  the  Summer,  I  tbinlc. 
Tlie  I4ih  of  July?— Yes. 
Do  you  recollect  what  name,  what  title,  the 

prnplr  there  asstimcd?^ — I  do  not,  I  should 
think  the  title  was  simply — •*  Friends  to  the 
establishment  of  the  lilmrty  of  France.** 

Is  it—"  The  Friends  of  liberty  in  London, 
assembled  the  uthof  July,  1790,  to  celebrate 
the  Frencli  Revolution  ?" — It  might  be. 

Aa  the  friends  of  liberty  you  met  in  Lon- 
don to  celebrate  the  French  Revolution  f-^ 
Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  a  meeting  of  the  same 
sort  in  1791  f—l  recollect  there  was  a  similar 

meeting  called. 

Were  you  present  at  that  second  meet- 
ing was  not  present,  Init  I  was  not  ab* 
lent  from  any  alteration  in  my  opinion. 

You  do  nut  know  what  passed  at  that 
meeting,  on  the  14th  of  July  1791  f— I 
know  whit  pa>scd  at  a  meeting  I  was  pre- 
sent at,  not  at  a  meeting  1  wms  nut  present  at. 

You  said,  I  think,  that  Mr.  Tooke*s  propo- 
sition was,  to  qualify  the  irldrr-^-  you  j  ropu  rd, 
and  that  what  he  said  upon  the  subject  was 


received,  by  some  vi^nt  people,  with  greit 
disapprobation? — I  imagtlie  it  mnstbefroiB 

some  violent  people. 

What  was  the  nature  of  the  disapprobation 
signifiedf— A  great  deal  of  hisung,  and  iiv> 
terruplion,  every  mark  of  disapprobation, 
which  is  common  in  public  meetings  of  that 
sort 

A  disapprobation  of  the  amendment  that 
was  proposed,  or  of  any  thing  that  was  said 
by  Mr.  Tooke  f— Certainly,  the  disapprobar 
tion  proceeded  from  persons  who  appeared  to 
differ  from  Mr.  Tooke,  and  to  conderaa  the 
moderation  of  liis  principles. 

You  spoke  of  a  meeting  of  persons  in  die 
year  17tjo,  who  were  described  as  delegates- 
Do  you  recollect  at  what  time  of  the  year  that 
meeting  wasf— I  think  it  must  mve  beea 
in  the  year  17B0,  but  T  cannot  hr  positive. 

Were  there  more  than  one  such  meetings- 
First  of  all  there  was  the  Westminster  asso- 
ciation, a  committee  appointed  by  the  West- 
minster association — tnen  there  was  a  meet- 
ing called  the  Quintuple  Alliance,  a  general 
meeting,  which  had  for  iis  laore  immediate 
aW]rxt  t  he  promoting  a  plan  of  economical  re- 
form, but  which  avowealy  aimed  and  pointed 
at  a  plan  of  parliamentary  reform— in  that 
meeting  wr  bat  for  a  considerable  time  in 
Guildhall,  in  the  city  of  London,  by  permis- 
sion of  the  lord  mayor,  and  court  of  Alder- 
men, attended  by  their  officers. 

You  said  that  the  delegates,  at  this  meet- 
ing, were  persons  who  professed  to  act  for 
tliose  who  deputed  them— did  they  propose 
t  I  art  for  any  persons  who  ifid  not  depute 
them? — Certainly  not. 

In  the  name,  or  on  behalf  of  any  nersons 
who  did  not  depute  them  ? — f  should  have 
thought  that  a  very  absurd  and  extraordinary 
propoi>itiun,  and  having  no  recollection  of 
any  such,  I  suppose  amodj  absurd  enough 
to  propose  any  such  thing. 

Then  tho!»e  that  were  in  the  character  of 
delegates,  you  understood,  professed  to  act 
for,  and  in  ihc  name  of  those  by  whom  tlwy 
were  deputed  as  delegates  — Certamly. 

Were  there  any  persons  who  attended 
those  meetings,  that  were  not  in  the  charac- 
ter of  delegates  ? — I  remember  at  a  mreting 
at  the  Kmg's  Arms,  in  Westminster,  a  num- 
ber of  persons  attending,  who,  I  should  oon- 
ceive,  ^vere  not  delr^tc?^:  T  am  not  confi- 
dent, hut  1  remember  oiu  examining  the  duke 
of  Pitrtland,  with  respect  to  words  spoken  by 
lord  Hillsborough*  in  the  Hou«.e  of  Lords, 
throwing  the  imputation  of  faction  and  sedi- 
tion upon  these  conventions  and  delegations. 
—I  should  suppose  the  duke  of  Portland  was 
intrcwluccd  for  the  purpose  of  giving  this  in- 
furin«iiion,  as  to  the  words  to  wltich  we  exa- 
min'^d  him,  but  that  he  was  not  a  delegate. 

Were  you  in  parliament  in  the  year  1780? 
—I  wt^  'not  in  parliament;  but  my  )vivin£ 
been  in  parliament  certainly  has  not  altered 
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my  con^^ction  of  the  necessity  of  a  reform 
— I  came  into  parliament  iu  1780,  but  I  was 
Mt  in  pttrtmineiit  when  I  first  bekmged  to 
tiiose  associations. 

Were  you  at  any  meeting  of  the  same  sort, 
in  the  YMr  1789  f— If  there  were  any  meet- 
ings of  the  same  sort,  I  am  positive  I  must 
liave  attended  them,  for  I  never  have  altered 
roy  principles,  nor  avoided  any  opportunity 
of  imMDotuig  the  olyact  I  then  pramad  to 

You  do  not  recollect  being  present  at  any 
meeting  in  I78S  I  do  not  eiacUy  fenrilect 
the  time. 

lUdmrd  BruuUy  Sheridan^  esq.  it-eiamioed 
by  Mr.  Taoke, 

ATr  Tonke. — It  is  necessary  for  me  to  set 
ngUt  what  appears  to  be  imagined  by  tbe 
learned  counsel,  by  some  questmn  that 
he  asked—was  that  annivrrsary  mrftinj  on 
.the  French.  Uevolution;  before  or  aRer  the 
Weatmioater  elaetioii*  in  the  year  1790  7— 
I  think  that  must  hava  been  altar  the  elec- 
tion. 

You  said  a  great  number  of  the  Whig  Club 
i^reed  to  attend— •were  there  many  of  that 
chib  attending  that  meatingr— A  great  num- 
ber. 

Do  you  suppose  that  the  {Mrticular  per- 
sonal violence  a;;ainst  me,  might  nut  ari-r 
ttova  the  gentlemen  of  the  Whig  Club,  who 
lad  unanimously  been  supporting  Mr.  Fox, 
in  opposition  to  me,  at  that  ^Westminster 
election? — There  certainly  wa^,  in  the  p;irty 
I  was  in,  no  cordial  good- will  towardi>  Mr. 
1V>oke. 

Mr.  Tooke.—The  opposition  was  persona), 
and  not  to  the  motion:  for  afterwards,  when 
they  came  to  hear  Che  moderate  anguage 

I  held,  they  unanimously  adopted  my  motion. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.  —When  does  Mr. 
Sheridan  understand  the  first  meeting  of  de- 
legatee  to  have  been  held,  and  where? — 
There  was  a  mcelmg  of  (]tlr'j;ritcs  held,  I 
think,  iu  an  auction- room  somewhere  near 
Kin^street;  but  as  to  the  time  I  cannot  be 
positive;  I  rathrr  think  I  did  not  attrnd  ;  I 
was  either  unwell,  or  something  prevented 
me — remember  Mr.  Thomas  GrenviUe  was 
a  delegate  for  the  city  of  Westminster. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Do  you  happen 
to  know  how  many  met,  and  for  how  many 
plaoea  they  were  delegated?— I  am  aorry  I 
nave  not  refreshed  vny  incmory  upon  that 
mbject,  but  the  proceedings  are  all  coUectcd 
and  printed. 

Txirrl  ("hicT  Justirc  Eyre. — Do  you  recol- 
lect where  the  next  meeting  was  ? — I  really 
do  not ;  I  rather  think  the  next  was  in  Guila- 
hall. 

Lord  Chief  Jn^tire  Fvrc— Was  that  a 
meeting  of  the  same  delegates  from  the  same 
ptacaa,  or  was  It  a  meeting  of  other  persons  ? 
•—I  am  pretty  sure  of  other  persons. 

lord  Chief  Justice  £^re.—Of  persons  that 
wen  knowB  fay  the  name  oftbe  Quintuple  ^Uli- 
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ance  ? — Certainly  not — i  am  pretty  poaillve 

not — I  am  sure  not. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyrc—iyo  you  think  it 

was  a  meeting  of  othrr  dolrgntcs?  I  luiew 

very  few  of  the  gentlemen;  they  were  gentle- 
men from  difirrent  parts  of  England,  who 
produced  their  powers. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — What  was  thn 
next  meeting  you  recolfect?— I  dt>  not  know 
whether  the  meetings  were  very  lurmally  se- 
parated, or  erew  thin,  and  feli  off  without  aoy 
tormal  breaking  up. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yfe.~I>oyou  recollect 
any  meetin;:  ordelcgatcs  at  any  olher  places? 
—I  iorget  the  nature  of  the  meeting  at 
die  Thatdied-house ;  nor  am  I  sure  that  I 
was  at  it  ?  I  rather  think  I  was  not:  I  do  not 
think  tliHt  could  be  called  a  meeting  of  dele- 
^tcs,  Uiough  there  were  certainly  persons 
there  that  were  not  members  of  parliament 
At  the  duke  of  Richmnnrl's  house  in  Privy 
Gardens,  1  remember  proposing  that  Mr.  Pitt 
^bootd  be  requested  to  move  a  reform  of  par" 
liamentin  the  House  of  Commons. 

l^jrd  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — That  is  all  that 
you  recollect  particularly  of  the  meetings  ? — 
Yes. 

Mr.  Attorney  GenemL—'^^y  learned  friend 
is  caliinjK  one  witness  to  contradict  another. 

Mr.  Ertkine. — I  am  not  calling  one  witness 
;  to  contradict  another. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre  — There  was  some 
questkm  that  tended  that  way  undoubtedly. 

Mr.  Pitt. — I  understood  I  was  :isked  oiilv 
to  the  meeting  at  the  Thatched-house ;  I  also 
recollect  being  present  ut  a  meeting  of  the 
duke  of  Richmond's. 

Lord  Chief  Jiistire  Fyrc.-^l  understood 

Jou  to  aive  no  accouut  ot  the  uiecliog  at  the 
nke  or  Bkhmoud*s  ? 

Mr.  Pitt. — That  being  mentioned,  I  wish 
not  to  correct  my  evidence,  for  I  have  no< 
thing  to  correct  in  it ;  but  to  add,  that  there 
was  a  meeting  previous  to  my  making 
the  motion  fr^r  4  parliamentary  reform,  th  I 
at  the  Thaiciied  house,  but  at  the  duke 
of  Richmond's ;  and  at  which  were  present  a 
ronsiderahle  numher,  I  believe,  of  members 
ot  parliament,  and  some  persons  who  were 
not  members  of  parliament,  and  who,  I 
concf  tvr,  had  been  delegated  from  different 
county  meetings,  and  several  cities  add 
towns. 

The  Right  Uonourable  Charier  Earl  StankopCf 
Bwoffn«-^iamined  by  Mr.  ErMmt, 

Your  lordship  was  in  the  chair  at  the  mect« 
ing  mentioned  by  Mr.  Shcriclati? — I  perfectly 
recollect  having  been  in  ihr  rli  -ir  at  a  public 
meeting,  held  on  the  I4th  day  oi  .inly,  in  the 
year  1790,  one  year  after  tfie  Ba^tile  had  been 
pulled  down,  and  we  met  to  celebrata  that 
glorious  event.  * 


*Sce  "  Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  John  Horne 
"  Tooke  ;  by  Aleiaudcr  SlephfOf,  esq."  VoL 
a,  p.  112. 
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What  number  of  perM>a»  attended  tbat 
neetine,  and  of  what  de«criplk»Di?--Soine 

hundreas  of  a  very  re5pectal)le  description. 

Does  your  lordship  remember  the  gentle* 
man  at  the  bar  being  present  f — Most  per- 
fectly.  Mr.  Sheridan  waa  there. 

Docs  your  lordship  remember  the  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Slieridan— Uie  resoUiUoii  pro- 
posed by  him  ?— To  the  best  of  my  recoUec- 
tion  ihe  healtlj  of  Mr.  Sheridan  was  drank  ; 
something  of  that  sort  introduced  ii;  auU  he 
made  his  motion,  which  was,  as  ftr  as  I 
could  hear,  a*  ii  waaiead  to  tbia  Court  this 
day. 

Docs  your  lordship  renkember  wlial  hi:. 
Tooke  said  previous  to  his  moving  that  reso- 
lution, t^hich  was  also  read? — ?Jv.  Sheridan 
bad,  ii'  I  recollect,  thanked  them,  and  eX' 
pressed  his  pleasure,  when  they  drank  his 
.  tiealth,  of  the  approbation 

Lord  Chiet  Justice  £&rt. — Your  lordship 
is  aslied  respecting  Mr.  Tooke?— >Mr.  Tooke 
having  spoken  re^pectioe  the  approbation  of 
Mr.  Shenrlan,  and  the  p^asure  ne  had  in  the 
approbation  cf  Uie  gentlemen  present,  and 
the  puhiic,  be  said  something  to  this  effect: 
that  he  had  be rn  in  the  hal  it  of  flattering 
women,  bui  he  did  not  like  to  flatter  men. 
He  waa  biased  for  this,  and,  I  beli^re,  be  was 
the  more  hissed,  because  it  %\  a;^  a  little  after 
the  Westminster  election.    After  that  Mr. 
Tooke  weuc  on,  and  he  did  not  speak  so  rc- 
snectfully  of  the  resolution  motod  by  &Ir. 
8neridan,  though  he  did  not  oppose  it,  as,  T 
confessi  I  wished :  but  he  stated  the  danger 
efiti  beinc  miitniderstood,  Mid  misconceived 
by  the  public,  and  advised  something  to  be 
added;  I  tlunk  he  proposed  as  an  amend- 
ment, that  something  shotdd  be  added  about 
our  own  constitution ;  he  said  sometliing  about 
ship's  timbers ;  and,  1  think,  I  recollect  an 
expression  that  he  used,  which  was,  that  ali 
our  tinobers  were  sound :  he  was  very  much 
hissed  and  hooted,  indeed,  for  it ;  as  far  as  I 
could  recollect  they  conceived  he  was  talking 
•about  veml  boroughs ;  \mt  I,  who  knew  that 
he  was  a  fririid  to  a  reform  of  parliament,  did 
not  understand  him  in  thst  sense:  I  under- 
stood him  to  meui  the  main  timiMrs  of  the 
constitution;  at  tbo  Mow  time  I  did  not 
much  like  the  expression,  because  it  was 
hablc  to  be  so  misunderstood.    It  was  with 
some  difficulty  that  I  could  procure  Hr.  Tooke 
a  hearin::,  for  they  seemed  very  angry  at 
him ;  and  I  do  not  know  whether  1  could 
hare  pfocured  him  a  -very  patient  bwritte,  if  I 
had  not  done  something  to  this  effect^  I  ex- 
postulated with  them  on  the  propriety  of 
hearing  him ;  I  do  not  remember  my  words, 
but  I  laid  lo  this  effect,  that  thev  might  hear 
bim  first,  and  hiss  him  nftf  r-v  irris;  and  then 
thejf  did  hear  him.   I  thmk  tticre  was  some 
little  debate  about  Mr.  Tooke*s  motion ;  and, 
at  last— nni  wishing  tn  mix  a  sober  ap;  !i  l  .i. 
tioa  of  that  event  ir  France,  which  we  ex- 
pressed by  the  resohition  wo  hoped  would 
produce  peace  betweon  the  two  countries^ 


with  any  thin^  relative  to  our  iiome  pohiica 
•—the  proposalof  Mr.  Tooke  was  made  as  « 

separate  motim  ;  and  Uie  substance  of  that 
separate  motion  was,  to  the  best  of  my  me- 
mory and  rea^Uection,  that  we  did  not  want 
a  rcvolutkn  in  thia  country,  but  an  amend- 
ment, in  some  re-^p^^cts ;  and  the  resolu- 
tion, was,  a^  far  as  I  can  recollect,  as  stated 
this  day. 

At  that  time,  from  the  date,  tlic  company 
all  knew  tbat  the  constitution  of  1789  was  es- 
tablished 'm  Fhmce  ^-Tbere  bad  been,  pro- 
perly  speaking,  the  constitution  of  1789 ;  I 
cannot  speak  to  what  passed  in  France  of  my 
own  knowledge ;  but  there  were  two  cuustitu- 
tions,  aceordiug  to  my  memory,  one  that  waa 
finished  sometime,  I  belicvr,  in  the  year 
and  then  tliat  same  was  perfected^  and 
was  not  finished  till  179t.  It  was  technically 
commonly  then  called  the  French  constitution 
of  1789.  1790,  and  1791. 

Hasyoiv  lordship  any  reason  to  believe, 
that  the  disapprobation,  signified  by  part  of 
the  company,  to  Mr.  Tooke,  before  they 
knew  what  he  was  about  to  propose,  arose 
from  a  dispo.sition  in  that  company,  as  &r  as 
it  was  signified  by  thrm  to  introduce  any 
thing  lii^e  disorder  or  anarchy  in  this  country  f 
—As  it  appeared  to  me  there  were  a  number 
of  gentlemen  that,  without  any  disrespect  to 
them,  you  might  technically  call  Foxites ;  Mr. 
Tooke,  it  is  well  known,  stood  a^inst  Mr. 
Fox  ror  Westminster,  and  Mr.  Tooke  not 
being  veiy  civil  to  Mr.  Sbeiidao,  they  iiissed 
bim. 

Had  you  any  reason  to  believe,  from  knoww 
ing  the  character  and  complexion  of  the  per- 
sons present,  that  there  were  among  theta 
any  persons  who  wished  to  subvert  and  dea* 
troy  \}ic  guvernmeiit  of  this  conntry  ? — I  am 
perfectly  oer&uaded.  by  the  demeanour  and 
conduct  or  the  gentfemeu  there,  and  as  far  as 
I  knew  of  theui,  that  they  had  nosuch intciw 
tion. 

Your  lordship  at  least  kuows  your  own  in- 
tCDlioD  ?~Moa  certainly. 

When  did  you  cease  to  be  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons;  I  forget  when  you  be- 
came earl  Stanhope  ? — I  was  in  tlie  House  of 
Lords  at  tlie  time  of  this  meeting. 

But,  in  178?,  you  were  lord  Mahon,  if  I 
recollect  right.'— Yes,  and  I  was  in  1785. 

Was  your  lordship  a  member  of  the  Houso 
of  Commons,  during  the  life  of  your  father? 
— During  the  latter  part  of  bis  Ufe ;  X  came 
into  parliament.  I  think,  at  the  general  elec- 
tion, in  the  end  of  the  year  17H0. 

Does  your  lordship  remember  attending 
any,  and  what  meetii^,  upon  the  sul^ect  of 

pariiamcntaryrefomir— ObylatieDdedagrett 

many  of  them. 

fie  so  good  as  describe  lliose  mcetiogs 
at  which  you  saw  Mr.  Uorne  Tooke — what 
wt  rr  the  natuve  and  descriptkNi  of  thoso 

meetinzsf 

LocdTChief  Justice  A^ra^fint  ofa^,  did 
IMe  stai^  of  tboM 


you  tee  Mr.  Hocoa 
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lings an lMfftc4y  oerUao  I  did;  I 
was  ai  the  meeting  thslima  btld  at  tiie  diike 

of  Richmond's  house. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre^Wn  Mr.  Home 
Tooke  there  7—1  believe  he  m»,  but  I  caa- 
oet  be  certain — 1  was  there. 

Mr.  AtU>rney  0  eneral.-^TbaX  is  nothing  at 
•n  to  tbe  purfxrae ;  your  lofMiip  ought  to 
know  the  niles  of  eviaeDce  better — he  w>  ;^ofi 
as  inturni  us  of  any  thing  that  pa»aeU  at  tbe 
meetings  wHcfo  Mr.  Horao  Tookawaa^^I 
have  some  recollection  of  it— but  Icanaotbt 
eertain  whclher  he  was  there  or  not, 

Mr.  Jirikine. — Be  so  good  as  to  go  to  aT>y 
BiMtipg  ImM,  at  which  jou  saw  Mr.  TocAe  P 
— T  pretty  certain  that  Mr  Horne  Tooke 
was  ftt  tbe  meeting  that  was  held  at  tbe 
TliatclioA-lMUfla  taftm,  in  the  year  IfW; 
it  WAS  a  short  time  after  Mr  I'itt's  first  mo- 
tion, for  Mr.  IHtt  made  three  motioaa — Mr. 
Pitt's  first  motion  for  parliamentary  relarra 
kad  baes  aagatived  by  the  House  of  €k>m* 
mon?,  wliere  it  wa«>  moved — the  first  motion 
oI'Mr.  Fill  WAS  a  kitid  of  general  motion  to 
go  into  a  committee* — hts  soooad  was  more 
particular  rt*  and  hi?  third  nwtion,  which  was 
la  1785,t  I  think  was,  to  advance  a  million 
•lerhn^  for  tha  purpoee  of  t>uyine  up  bo- 
roughs; and  it  was  jfler  Mr.  ViiV*,  first  mo- 
tion  was  rejected,  thai  this  meeting  was  at 
tbe  Thatcbed-house ;  and  Mr.  Pitt  was  there, 
Mr.  WyvUl  wao  thera^  4ba  duke  of  Richmond 
was  tbore,  aad  I  dMO  I  oouM  laeolliBct 
others. 

If  I  UDderalaod  you  ri^ht,  at  the  tinie  of 

the  meeting  your  lordbhip  is  now  about  to 
t^k  to,  Mr.  Pitt  bad  made  no  specific  pro- 
yoiitiaa,  but  oalf  that  neaeral  proposition  you 
referred  to  ? — The  motion  that  he  made  will 
best  appear  by  tbe  joomal  of  tbe  Uoum  of 
Commons. 

To  ba  toM  h  win,  but  we  do  not  go  to  that 
precision — be  •'o  good  as  state  what  passed  at 
tbe  meettnz  to  which  you  now  advert,  at 
Mr.  HofBoToofca  wae  ptasent^I  un* 


which 

dcrstand  that  it  is  not  yet  settle  !,  my  lord, 
whether  your  lordship  has  sworn  that  Mr. 
Tooke  attended  at  the  meeting  at  the  Thatch- 
cd>house  tavern  I  remember  perfectly  his 
3*t<'ndin^ ;  I  am  positive  of  it  in  1785,  at  the 
meeting  at  tbe  Thatched-house  tavern,  but  I 
a»  aat  oqually  sara  thai  Iw  did  so  atteadln 
the  year  1782 

I>o  you  beheve  be  did  ? — I  believe  be  did* 
IM  Cbiif  Iwtioa  £yre.— Tha  dufce  af 
KfcfaflMHid  laid  Mr.Toaka  wia thereat  that 


*  Mr.  PHt's  first  motion  was  made  on  May 
Ttlif  irSS.  See  the  debate  to  which  it  gave 
rise,  io  the  Now  ParihunaDlaQr  UlMMy  Yol. 
ti,  p.  1416. 

t  Mr.  Pinft  taeaiid  motioB  ft>r  parUamaa- 
taxy  reform  was  made  on  M:iv  7tb,  1783«  See 
Maw  Part  Hut  Vol.  S3,  p.  827. 

t  Mr.  Pitt's  third  motion  for  parliamentary 
reform  was  brought  forward  on  April  I8th. 
1786.  SeetheNeiiVaii.Hist.Vol.i6>p.dM. 

t 


meeting^-Thelievathe  fbct  to  he  so,  but  I 

cannot  chnT<;c  my  nir-mory  with  it  positively; 
but  I  am  sure  the  duke  was  thcre^  and  I  aitt 
sure  Mr.  IHtt  was  there,  and  I  am  sure  Mr. 
Wyvill  was  there, 

Mr.  Ertkirte. — And  T  am  «!nre  the  duke  of 
Richmond  has  swoni  M:,  Tooke  was  there. 
Be  so  good  as  tell  us  what  ^VH^  done  at  that 
mrrtini;,  and  what  part  did  Mr.  Home  Tooke 
take  m  the  business  of  that  meetiiig? — cao- 
OOt  eharrc  my  memory  with  the  part  he  took, 
because  lam  not  positive  th?ii  ht;  u'us  there; 
but  1  verily  think  so — init,  as  to  the  general 
business  of  the  meeting,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection  it  was  a  motion  that,  I  behave 
will  be  best  found  in  Mr.  Wyvill's  colT<»ction — 
a  general  motbn  in  &vour  of  a  relbrm.  I 
do  not  know  whether  theratiffe  not  thanks  to 
Mr.  Pitt,  or  sometfiinc  to  that  effect ;  and 
there  whs  a  recommendation  to  tbe  people, 
in  the  second  vesohition,  to  meet  dnrin^  the 
Stunmer,  for  the  purpo5>€  of  ctifurcing,  I  urv- 
dcrstood, — but  T  forget  tlie  \vor(!s ;  but  ili£t 
is  the  purport — by  legal  means  a  parliament 
tary  fefbrQi-'in  short,  to  encourage  tha 
people  to  eiqppoit  it  1^  petltioiii»  and  so 
torth. 

Does  your  hnrdflnp  reeotlect  being  present 

at  the  meeting  in  170'*— I  very  perfectly 
recollect  I  was  there,  and  I  am  s>ure  Mr. 
Tooke  and  lord  Surrey  •  were;  the  prcs^^t 
duke  of  Norfolk  was  in  tbe  chur ;  Mr.  Wy- 
vill, Mr  Fox,  !\Tr.  John  Jebb,  and  the  late 
alderman  1  owosend  were  there ;  and  I  think 
alderman  SawbcMge  and  Mr.  Wilbetfcroe 
were  there. 

What  was  this  meetii^  i  how  constituted  ? 
—The  person  who  caused  It  to  be  brought 
together  was  Mr.  Wyvill ;  Mr.  Wyvill  was  a 
warm  friend  of  Mr.  Pitt's  Inst  plan  for  a  par- 
liamentary reform,  whicli  was  rejected  in  the 
year  1783 ;  I  m^o  that  which  proposed  the 
million  tn  be  given  lo  buy  the  Doroughs. 
Mr.  WvvUl  had  written  an  account  of  Mr« 
Pittfs  plan,  which  he  showed  to  roe— I  had 
suggPHtcd  some  trifling  alterations,  which  he 
I  iindersUmd,  showca  to  Mr.  Pitt  himself, 
and  that  thing,  so  prepared  b^  Mr.  WyvUl, 
was  read  at  that  raeetiDg.t 

Where  Mr.  Tooke  was  present? — Yes,  it 
was  an  exact  copy  of  Mr.  Pitt's  last  plan, 
which  has  been  |mnted ;  and  Mr.  WyviU,  to 
the  best  of  niy  memory,  moved  a  specific 
approbation  of  that  plan  of  Mr.  Pitt's;  lliat 
It  would  be  a  great  improvement  in  tbe  eon> 
stitulion ;  some  persons  objected  to  it ,  among 
others  1  recollect,  very  well,  that  Mr.  C  harles 
Fox  objected  to  it:  Mr.  Tooke  was  for  it, 
and  Mr.  Tooke  debated  it  with  .Mr.  Foi. 

Does  your  lordship  recollect  how  that  meet- 
iiig  was  instituted;  did  you  each  come  in 
your  own  persons,  for  yourselves,  or  represent 
any  other  bodies  of  men,  and  what  ? — I  have 
been  at  meetinge  of  ddegjtteay  m  the  jeen 

•  In  1788  [eJeveath]  duke  of  Norfolk, 
t  See  the  Jfew  Perl.  Hist.  Vol.     p.  44S. 
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17S0  ant!  1781,  a  convention  of  delegates  ; 
but  at  this  meeting  that  I  am  now  sfN^ing 
of,  we  attended  in  our  iqdiWdual  capacity. 

Can  you  take  upon  yourself  to  say,  dis* 
tinctly,  that  Mr.  Tooke  did,  unequivocally, 
assent  to  the  distinct  proposition  so  niade  by 
Mr.  FItt  himself,  which  was  rejectrd  in  the 
TlouseofComiiions?— The  motion  madcby  Mr. 
Wyvill  was  an  approbalion  of  Mr.  Pitt's  jpian 
specifically,  after  tlie  plan  bad  been  read  from 
this  paper — il  was  upon  ihr  holding  up  of 
hands,  aye  or  no,  upon  that  motiop,  that 


UMBererend  ChniitfMr 

yiimmined  by  Mr.  frtJUnc 

You  have  bcud  my  lord  Stanhope 
mint  d  just  now  •  do  you  recollect  the  meeting 
wliicii  his  lordship  alludea  to»  in  the  year 
1785  Perfectly. 

By  whom  was  that  meeting  called,  and 
for  what  purpose  ? — It  was  caJJed  chieAy  at 
my  desire. 

For  what  purpose? — With  a  Mt  w  to  obtain 
a  resolution,  by  that  meeting,  expressing  an 


Mr.  Tooke  was  for  it,  and  debated  for  it  approbation  of  the  plan  which  had  lately 

Have  you  ever  had  an  opportunity  of  see-  proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt  to  parliament,  and  re- 
ing  Mr.  Tooke  at  other  tiroes,  independent  of  ]  jected  there,  in  hope^  that  that  might  unite 

the  friends  of  parliamentary  relorm  ilirough- 
out  the  kingdom. 

\Vh:it  diuyou  expect  from  an  union  of  the 
friends  of  parliamentary  reform  tbrougboufc 
tbe  Inogdom,  if  you  accomplished  it  ?--?rfa«t 
they  would  apply  anin  to  parliament,  and 
support  the  motion  Mr.  Pitt  bad  madey  which 
had  been  negatived. 

What  did  you  expect  from  their  so  uhi tins 
and  supporting  it.  hrn  it  liar?  been  ne»ative3 
before  There  bad  been  a  consuicrable  de« 
gree  of  diffinvnee  of  ophiion  among  tbe  per- 
sons who  promoted  the  reformation  of  par- 
liament. Mr.  Pitt  proposed  this  speci&c  plaa 
which  it  was  thought,  if  it  had  been  approved 
by  the  people  who  met  at  the  Thatched-house 
tavern,  mic;ht  put  an  end  to  that  difference  of 
opinion,  and  procure  a  united  support  to  that 
plan. 

But  w!nt  cft'rct  fltd  yon  expect  from  a 
united  support  of  that  plan,  which  the  House 
bad  rejected     A  greater  effect  Irom  tbe 
vear  iroOpyou  koow|  was  Dot  before  the  year  {  united  suppoitof  thepeopley  than  fixMO  thn 


thebe  public  meetings  that  you  are  speaking 
•f  ^— Yes,  I  have  seen  him  a^tbe  pubueieaf 

tngs  at  Lisle-street,  by  Tcssicr. 

Have  ^'ou  ever  seen  luin  at  any  other  pub- 
lie  meetmgs,  or  in  private  lifeP<—No,  I  have 
never  been  in  habiis  of  intimacy  with  Mr. 
Tooke,  in  private  life:  and,  as  to  other  pub- 
lic meetings,  I  have  seen  so  manv  people,  and 
been  at  so  many  roeetangfty  that  I  cannot  pre- 
cisely ?ay. 

Do  you  know  whether  iMr.  Tooke  has  been 
at  any  of  those  meetings  your  lordship  ad- 
verts to,  where  there  were  dtlciiiitc  in  the 
year  17R0?~I  cannot  be  po&itive,  1780  and 
1781  are  two  meetings. 

Tbe  Right  Honourable   Earl  Stanhope.^ 
Cross  esamined  by  Mr.  JMsrney  Genera/. 

I  beg  \o  znk  your  lordship  only  one  <|aes- 

tion ;  all  the  transactions  you  have  spoken  of 
liaMened  in  or  before  the  year  1786? — In  or 
benne  the  year  I7ft5,  except  oiit«-thal  in  the 


1785. 

Of  course  you  know  nothine  that  has  hap- 
pened since  tne  year  I790f— ibave  not  been 
asked  tb;i^ 


disunited 

Do  you  recollect  whether  Mr  Home  Tooke 
the  gentleman  who  has  now  the  mlsforttme 
to  be  before  you,  attended  at  thai  meeting  f«— 


Then  uo  M  you  arc  asked,  is  there  any  thing  j  I  do  recollect  it  perfectly, 
you  are  to  state  relative  to  the  questions  |     Doyou  koowwhatberhewaipiasentadieik 
that  have  been  put  to  you  by  Mr,  Er^^kine,    that  approbalion  to  BIr.  Pitt's  |ilail  waa fUNK 


ttibsequentto  the  year  1790  I  do  not  un 
derstand  the  question.  I  was  asked  whether 

T  SAW  Mr.  looke  at  the  meetings  in  1790, 
1782,  and  1786^1  really  do  not  understand 
the  question. 
I  happened  to  be  out  of  Court  when  you 

were  examined ;  will  you  allow  ttic  to  ask 


posed  f — Ue  was. 
As  I  take  for  nanted  you  never  eould  ex> 

rN;t  to  be  placed  nere  to  answer  the  questions 
am  putting  to  you,  I  shall  not  ask  whether 
Hiliirly 


you  particuliirly  recollect  what  Mr.  Tooke 
said,  but  whether  Mr.  Pitt's  proposition  was 

universally  approved,  and  a  vote  of  thanks 


a  question  of  fact;  has  your  lordsiup,  as  yet,,  passed  to  Mr.  Pitt  } — ^Thcre  was  no  prupost- 
depoied  to  any  feet  shice  tbe  year  1790?— I  .  tion  made,  as  far  as  T  recollect,  to  retiim 

do  not  remember  that  I  wtt  askcd  to  any  thanks  to  Mr.  Pitt ;  there  was  a  proposition 
thing  since  the  year  1790.  made  to  declare,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  tbe 

Mr.  AUomrtf  General. — Then  I  do  not  ask    meeting,  the  reform  proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt 


you  any  question. 


would  effect  a  substantial  improvement  of  the 


Mr.  Krikine.—\  imderslood  your  lofdship  '  constitution,  that  proposition  was  np^itived 
to  Miy,  that  subsequent  to  the  year  1790,  you  ;  by  the  meeting,  and,  therefore,  it  was  to  no 
have  never  seen  Mr.  Tooke  at  any  meetings  purpose  to  propose  thanks  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
at  all?  It  was  nr  Titivrd  hv  the  neetiof  f^Bys 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre. — He  was  not   majority  of  the  meeting, 
asked  that  question     1  cannot  si^  that  I      Do  you  kr.ow  what  part  was  taken  \fw  Mr. 
have  seen  Mr.  Tookn  ait  aiqrpub&c  meetings  Tooke  upon  that  occasion f— I  perfectijr  re- 
ainoo,  collect  he  spoke  in  defence  of  Um  | 

Or  in  private  f — No,  I  have  never  been  in  i  that  I  made  at  the  meetipg. 
ptiimte  babiia  with  Mr.Taoka.  1 
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Then  ytn  made  a  propositkm  which,  upon 
t>eing  debated,  and  put  to  the  vote,  was  ue* 
gativcd  P — ^I'he  proposition  I  made  at  the 
meeting,  and  which  was  negalived,  was,  that 
if  the  reformation  proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt  was 
Carried  into  effect,  it  would  be  a  ?llb^lantiaI 
improvement  of  the  constitution  of  Great  iiri- 
I^q;  those  are  not  exactly  the  womds  of  the 
tesohition,  but  the  subsi-.nce  of  it. 

And  outwitbMaading  tliat  proposition  was 
AMmtired,  Mr.  Horne  Tooke  was  for  the 
amrmativc  of  the  proposition? — He  took  the 
jif?irmali\  c  of  that  proposition  before  it  was 
negatived;  omc  spoke  in  support  of  the 
proposition,  others  against  it;  there  was  a 
debate,  Imt,  I  prrtVrily  recollect  Mr.  Xooke 
spoke  in  support  ol  ttie  proposition. 

Whether  those  who  negatived  Bfr.  Pitt's 
j>roposiliuD  negatived  it  upon  the  approlialion 
of  some  other  pUo,  incoDsistent  with  Mr. 
Pitt's  ?— As  far  as  I  can  tecoUeel^  notiiing  of 
that  kind  occurred. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Wa?  tbo  ques- 
tion put  upon  the  declaration  ? — I  thmk  not. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.—llo\r  do  you 
know  tliai  it  wa^  iir-jitived? — A  question 
was  put  upon  the  proposition  wltich  I  made, 
and  It  was  uegativira  but  no  other  proposition 
was  made. 

Mr.  Erskine. — And  Mr.  Tooke  spoke  iu 
the  affirmative,  and  was  in  the  minority.  We 
have  learned,  in  the  course  of  this  cause,  tliat 
thfre  was  a  great  number  of  raeetingi  nf  dif- 
Icrent  descriptions  ;  had  you,  in  the  course  of 
these  meetings,  an  opportunity  of  seeing  Mr. 
Tooke,  at  any  other  time? — I  cannot  \\ilh 
certaiutAT  recollect,  but  [  do  beiievc  that  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  was  present  at  the  raeeting  held 
at  the  Thatched-nousc  tavern,  in  the  year 
178?,  wliich  hu«  been  the  subject  of  deposi- 
tion aireuily  in  thi^  Court ;  I  think  lie  w^h, 
but  I  cannot  take  upon  me  positively  to  as- 
iwrrt— it  tif-Ifl  imniediately  after  Mr.  Pitt's 
first  oropusiliun  on  the  subject  of  reform. 

What  was  the  object  of  that  first  aoeeting  ? 
— As  I  understood  tne  object  of  that  mectin<; 
was,  to  endeavour  to  ai«imatc  the  people  of 
£n gland  to  meet  in  their  respective  districts, 
io  petition  parliament  for  a  reformation  in 
the  Hou?c  of  Commons. 

Were  there  any  propositions  of  that  sort 
cone  to  at  that  meeting  P — ^The  propositions 
come  to  at  llint  meeting  I  cannot  exactly  re- 
collect, though  i  nude  them  myself;  1  recol- 
lect the  substance  only. 

I  only  want  the  snl»slanrc? — There  was  a 
proposition  to  exeile  tlie  people  to  come  for- 
ward lu  pcliUon  parliament,  when  they  had 
negatived  the  right  honourable  gcntlen>au's 
motion,  that  they  thrjiit;ht  it  expedient  to  en- 
deavour to  animate  the  people  to  conic  for- 
ward to  <(upport  the  question,  or  support  that 
reformation  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  endeavoured 
to  bring  forward  at  that  time. 

I  take  for  granted,  at  a  meeting  assembled 
ibr  that  purpoa^  that  jwt  prapotitioii  was 
carried  ? 

.V  OL.  XXV. 


Lord  Chief  Justice  l^rr.— Do  not  argue  it ; 

ask  the  question. 

Mr.  Erskine. — Was  it  carried,  or  was  it 
negatived? — Carried  unanimously,  I  believe. 

You  say,  to  the  best  of  your  recollection, 
Mr.  Tuoke  was  at  that  meeting? — I  be- 
lieve he  was,  but  I  cannot  be  absolutely  cer- 
tain. 

Were  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  Tooke  in 
private  life  I — 1  never  saw  Mr.  Tooke,  but 
once,  at  any  private  meeting. 

Then  you  have  not  discoursed  with  hint 
upon  pohlical  subjects  ? — I  have  not. 

The  Reverend  Christophtr  7!>n7/.— Cross- 
examined  by  Mr.  Altorvcy  General. 

I  understood  you  first  of  all  to  say,t  hat  tins 
was  in  the  year  1785;  am  I  correct  iu  that 

fart  ? — You  are. 

i  tiien  understand  vou  tu  <:ay,  that  tite  ob- 
ject was,  to  animate  tne  people  of  England  lo 
petition  parliament. 

Mr.  Erskine. — Thnt  was  in  1782. 

Mr.  Attornty  Uaia  al, — ^Theu  in  1782,  or 
1785,  or  both,  or  one  or  other  of  them,  the 
object  was,  to  animate  the  people  to  petition 
parliament.' — ^Tbat  was  the  object  of  the 
meeting  of  1789. 

And  the  last  transaction  which  you  hava 
spoken  to  was  in  the  year  1785  ?— -Yes. 

Were  the  resolutions  of  litis  mccltng  re- 
duced into  writing?— They  were. 

All  that  yon  mean  to  depose  to  is  to  trans- 
actions that,  whenever  they  begun,  conduJcU 
in  the  year  1785  ?— Yes. 

Mr.  Erskine. — Should  you  know  tliercso- 
lutton  if  you  saw  it  ? 

Mr.  Attorney  GtneraL — You  have  perhaps 
got  the  original  book,  in  which  these  original 
resolutions  were  entered  ? — I  have  the  orifjinal 
books  of  several  deputed  meetings,  not  of 
that  meeting. 

^Ir.  Attorney  Grneral. — I  understand 
tinctiy,  that  the  last  transaction  you  speak  U 
was  ID  the  year  3785  ?— >Yes. 

John  Mtcnammra,  esq,— swom.*~E»ii^ed 
byMr.G4»Af. 

Do  you  rcmemljcr  the  Constitutional  Club 
in  the  year  1788,  at  thr  fimc  vi  the  kin'^'s 
illness? — I  do  recollect  aiiciidutg  ihe  cluL) 
that  year. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  JEyre.— What  do  yoo 
mean  by  the  Constitutional  Club  ? 
Mr.  OtMt.~What  club  w«s  that?~-Tt  was 

a  club  if  I  rccullcct  rightly,  eitabll>hed  lo  se- 
cure the  ireedom  of  election  for  the  city  of 
Westminster,  and  the  interest  of  the  candi- 
date we  were  supporting  that  yew,  my  lord 
Hood.* 

Where  did  vour  club  mectf — I  b|?lieve  at 
the  Thatched-house  tavern. 

Do  you  know  Wil!i«>'s  Rooni«?,  St  Jame'-'s? 
— ^Xhe  tavern  itself  not  being  sulficiently  large 
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to  contain  the  number  that  were  expected  to 
meet,  and  actually  did  meet,  the  rooms  of 

Wilii«,  who  kept  the  Thatched-housc  tavero, 
were  appropriated  also  to  that  purpose. 

When  was  the  club  instituted  ? — I  fancy  it 
Vas  in-.litiilod  after  the  elcrtion  of  lord  John 
Townscod,  who  had  opposed  the  re-election 
of  lord  Hood  about  the  month  of  June,  1T88. 

It  was  in  that  year,  I  heru  ve,  tliat  his  pre- 
sent m;rirsly  was  afflicted  bv  an  illness  which 
confuied  him  ?— It  was  in  that  year,  I  fiuicy, 
that  the  king  was  aflKeted  with  that  illness. 

Do  yow  remember  an V resolutions  propo'^ed 
l>y  Mr.  Tooke  at  that  club  r— I  reooUect  that 
there  were  resolutions  proposed  by  Mr.Tooke, 
l  ur  really  I  cannot  recollect  the  purport  Oi 
thetn  just  at  this  moment. 

Do  yon  recollect  any  resolution  of  this  sorts 
"  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Whigs  of  that 
day,"  [in  1688],  "  that  the  happine?.*;  of  ihh 
nation  was  best  provided  for  and  :>ccui  eii  a 
mixed 

Mr.  Attornfy  General. — If  you  will  tell  me 
irou  have  an;  witness  to  prove  that  in  a  regu> 
Jar  way,  I  have  not  the  least  ohjection  to  your 

putting  it  in  a  way  not  reg  il.tr. 

Mr.  Gibbs. — 1  verily  believe  wc  have.  I 
have  the  newspaper  of  that  day,  ui  which 
these  resolutions  are  published.  I  under- 
stand you  to  ohject,  bccnn^ie  you  supposed  X 
Slight  be  leading  the  witness. 

Mr.  Aihnuy  Genentl-^lfo :  I  have,  no 
surli  supposition  that  you  were  leading  the 
witness ;  I  have  said  over  and  over  again,  if 
you  tell  me  that  what  vou  offer  is  evtctence,  I 
would  not  make  an  objection.  I  know  that 
it  may  raise  an  awkward  sensation,  but  you 
vill  allow  me  to  say,  that  1  have  produced  in 
this  trial  the  Argus,  and  other  newspapers,  to 
which  my  learned  friend,  I\Ir.  Krskiiic,  anJ 
you,  hav«  objected,  and  successfully.  I'pon 
what  ground  then  is  this  produced  f 

Lord  Chief  Justice  JS^rf.-^IIas  this  gen- 
tleman any  recollection  what  the  resolutions 
were  took  no  memorandoms  of  the  reso< 
lutions;  I  recollect  that  titcrc  were  resolu- 
tions proposed  by  Mr.  Took',  lint  re;illy  1 
have  not  an  accurate  rccollccliuii  uf  ihtiu. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  J?yrf.— Can  you  re- 
collert  the  substance  of  them!*—!  ronsi- 
dercd  that  the  resolutions  proposed  by  Mr. 
Tooke,  though  I  cannot  recollect  the  substance 
of  them,  were  perfectly  constitutional,  per- 
fectly loyal,  ana  such  as  I  should  expect  to 
be  proposed  by  a  complete  well-wisher  to  the 
king  and  Jiovernmcnt  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Gihh. — Whether  the  motions  were 
earned,  such  as  they  were,  that  Mr.  Tooke 
proposed  ?— I  was  deputed  to  take  care  of  a 
number  of  convivial  frieiuls  who  sal  round 
ine,  and  1  believe  I  did  not  hear  the  question 
put,  from  the  heat  and  noise  of  the  room,  and 
other  circum.*>t.incc5,  or  that  I  was  out  of  the 
room  when  the  question  was  put  upon  the 
resolutions. 

Did  you  bear  wliat  the  resolutions  were 
I  cannot  take  unon  myself  tO  sa/i  tipon  mj 

«atb,  wltethec  i  aid  or  uqU 


Did  you  hear  any  resolutions  mentioned  ti| 
the  room  P— I  heard  Mr.  Tooke  propose  the 
resolutions,  ihc  substance  of  which  was,  as 
far  as  I  can  recollect,  as  I  liave  already  ex-< 
plained. 

Tn  the  first  place,  wa<5  tht^re  any  thing  in 
these  resolutions,  according  to  your  recol- 
lection of  them,  that  went  at  all  to  attack 
either  the  King,  or  the  House  of  Lords  in  this 
country  P— Perfectly  and  completely,  to  mj 
recollection,  the  reverse. 

Is  it  the  impression  upon  joii^  mind,  that 
the  eflect  of  these  resolutions  was  the  reverse 
of  that  I  have  been  putting  to  youi*— I  can 
swear  that  the  resolutions  proposed  by  Mr. 
Tooke,  which  I  cannot  swear  whether  lliey 
were  carried  or  not,  were  perfectly  loyal  and 
constitutional. 

John  MactumarOf  esq.  examiued  by  jMr. 
Taokt. 

I  beg  ^ou  to  try  to  recollect  whether  the 
Constitutional  Club  was  distini^uislud  by  any 
uniform  or  notf — It  was  dislmcuished  by  a 
uniform,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  oi  a 
blue  coat,  with  an  orange  tulnur  cape,  and  a 
button  with  "  the  Kiug  and  Constitution" 
upon  it,  in  impressed  chiuacters. 

Do  you  recollect  whether  I  was  a  member 
of  that  clnb?— Xot  only  a  mf  tnher,  btit  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection,  you  wete  out  of  Uie 
original  founders  of  that  club. 

Was  IMr.  Rose  a  member  of  that  club? — T 
do  not  recollect  that  Mr.  liose  wore  that 
uniform. 

Did  Mr.  Steele  wear  that  unifbrmf— To  the 

best  of  my  recollection  he  did. 

Did  Mr.  I'ilt  wear  that  uniform? — lie  did. 

Did  Mr.  Dundas*  wear  that  uniform 
cannot  recollect  whrtticr  he  liid  or  not. 

Did  lord  l-redciick  Camnbeli  wear  tliat 
uniform? — I  am  clear  he  did,  because  I  sat 
not  fur  from  him  at  tfic  table. 

Do  you  remember  the  prcscut  Speaker,  Mr. 
Addington,t  wearing  that  uniform? — I  be- 
lieve he  did,  but  I  am  not  so  positive  as  I  an 
of  the  others  that  I  have  mciUioiied. 

Do  you  remember  Mr.  rickliug,  the  coun- 
sellor, wearing  tliat  uniform? — Mr.  riehliug 
(iid  w(  ar  the  uniform,  to  the  best  of  my  re- 
collection. 

Do  not  you  recollect  the  present  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Conunons  bein^  a  speaker 
there  :  do  yoti  recollect  any  >5|>r(  (lies  br  m'i»!e 
at  that  time? — lie  may  have  b'pokeu  lUcfc, 
but  as  I  have  stated,  1  wished  to  take  care  ot 
I  tliosc  whom  I  was  deputed  to  see  take  tlu  ;r 
glass,  and  enjoy  themselves,  and  did  not 

3uite  ao  much  attend  to  the  speaking  of  the 
ifTerent  memliers,  as  otherwise  I  might  have 
done. 

I  was  going  to  ask  you,  wliat  the  numbers 
were,  hut  you  might,  in  that  situatioo,  see 


♦  Henry  first  \  iscouut  MclvUlc. 
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thcro  perhaps  more  than  they  were  ?— I  can- 
cot  speak  with  accuracy;  I  thought  about 
twelve  bundled  in  all  the  rooas;  tor  I  fancy 
there  were  more  than  ooe  loom  appropriated 
to  the  meeting. 

You  have  Known  a  little  of  me;  in  the 
fourse  of  your  knowledge  of  me,  did  you  ever 
hear  me  declare  any  thing  ag;vinst  the  King, 
the  liords,  or  the  Conititution  of  this  coun- 
try?-—My  first  knowledge  of  the  {gentleman 
who  puts  the  r]!ir<'tion  to  uie,  originated,  I 
hcUeve,  ubuui  luui  Uuie,  aud  from  tlie  very 
Kreal  wal  which  he  manifested,  and  the  as- 
sistance he  j^ave  to  the  friends  of  the  can- 
didate thai  1  supported  upon  the  re- election 
tat  Westminster,  I  |^t  into  habits  of  in- 
timacy with  him ;  and  m  consequence  of  that 
I  had  frequent  opportunities  of  hearing  hit 
sentiments  immeuiately  at  that  period ;  and 
IU{|UI^  at  a  much  more  awful  period,  the 
King's  illness,  at  the  time  of  tlio  ijnestion  of 
the  regency;  and  I  take  u^iou  myscit  to 
sveaTp  that  I  never  met  any  public  or  private 
character  wlio  I  conceived  understood  the 
soveroment  or  constitution  of  this  country 
better  than  the  prisoner  at  the  bu*.  I  abo 
take  upon  myself  to  swear,  that  I  do  believe 
no  man  ever  existed,  who  wished  bettor  to 
ih.it  conslituiiou,  and  to  the  governnienl  of 
tlii^  oouDtiy,  oonsistiag  of  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons,  than  the  prisoner  at  the  bar, 
durmg  the  whole  of  my  acquaintance  and 
kDowledge  of  him. 

J«Aji  Mfunamnra^  esq.  cross^xamined  by 
"^x.  Attorney  General. 

You  have  been  speakhig  to  transactions  I 
understand  of  the  year  1788? — I  have,  and 
yoa  may  eattly  correct  me  if  my  recollection 
IS  not  accurate,  to  the  trari'^ni  rions  of  173f{, 
or  1789;  but  I  fancy  all  the  business  of  the 
regency  happened  in  the  year  1789 ;  I  speakt 
therefore,  to  my  knowledge  of  the  prisoner  in 
that  year,  and  upuu  that  ljusincss. 

i  believe  yuu  ixave  been  pnocipaliy  abroad 
since  the  year  1788  or  1789  f-^l  went  abroad 
in  October,  1789. 

Of  course  you  neither  mean  to  speak  to 
any  transactions  since  the  year  1789,  nor  to 
inferences  that  arise  out  of  any  sucli  trans- 
actions, as  to  your  belief  as  to  character  or 
public  principle,  or  otherwise,  with  respect  to 
the  gentleman  at  the  bar  f 

Mr.  Afocruunani^— Give  me  leave  to  un- 
derstandyou. 

You  of  coarse  are  not  speak  ing  from  any 
transactions  you  have  known  ^incc  the  year 
i788  or  1789,  as  the  ground  ol  your  bdiel  of 
the  character  that  you  have  given  of  the  gen- 
tleman at  the  bar?  Most  certainly  I  can- 
not speak  to  any  transaction  that  1  neither 
knew  or  probably  did  not  hear  of,  because 
'transactions  that  happened  in  London  I  could 
not  hrir  accounts  ot  in  Rome  and  Other  ports 
of  ilaiy  where  I  have  l)een. 

You  have  been  ahnwd  a  ^uud  deal,  I  be- 
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iieve,  since  the  year  1709?— rnlil  th*^  middle 
of  last  June,  entirely.  Irom  the  mouth  of 
October,  1789,  till  about  the  middle  of  last 
June,  when  I  returned  tu  Enuland. 

Allow  nie  to  ask  you  whether  in  the  course 
of  your  being  abroad  you  were  in  France  ?— I 
was  at  Paris  the  latter  end  of  October,  or  the 
beginning  of  November,  1789. 

But  not  since  ?— Yes,  intending  to  go  to 
Italy,  through  the  south  of  France,  I  wmit 
as  far  as  Tours  in  France  upon  my  journey, 
but  feeling  the  incUiicholy  situation  of  the 
country,  and  Mrs.  Macnamara  not  beino" 
willing  to  go  without  her  cliiklren,  and  fear- 
ing a  creat  deal  more  tor  them  than  herself 
though  I  wisihed  to  have  gone  that  way,  I 
notwithstanding  returned  through  Paris. 

What  I  wish  to  ask  you  is  this,  whether 
you  know  the  fact  of  addresses  having  been 
carried  to  the  National  Convention  of  France, 
in  the  latter  end  of  the  v  ".r  1792,  from  any 
persons,  and  whom,  in  thi^;  cuuntry ;  and  the 
transactions  in  Paris  that  passed  relative  to 
those  addresses,  and  the  effect  of  thera?— 
For  ten  mouths  before  the  3d  of  Augus^ 
1799,  I  was  in  Paris;  that  was  the  second 
time  of  my  being  there. 

You  left  Paris  before  ihf.  10th  of  August? 
— 1  left  Pans  upon  t!ie  iid  oi  Augubl. 

To  save  you  trouble,  do  you  know  any 
thing  of  transactions  that  passed  at  Paris  in 
November,  1792,  with  respect  to  addresses 
from  societi^^  or  bodies;  or  mdtWdtials,  of 
men  in  England,  to  the  National  Conven- 
tions—I do  not;  upon  the  ad  of  August  I 
left  Paris,  I  went  to  Switzerland,  and  from 
thence  into  Italy. 

Then,  if  I  collect  the  effect  of  your  evidence, 
it  is  this,  that  you  speak  very  strongly  to  the 
character  of  the  gontleman  at  the  oar  from 
all  you  know  previous  to  178C>,  and  that  y  ou 
know  nothing  of  any  of  his  transactions  since 
1 789  You  are  perfectly  accurate  in  giving 
that  construction  to  what  I  have  saici;  but 
during  the  period  of  my  intimacy  with  the 
gentleman  at  liie  bur,  i  liad  frequeut  o|)]>or- 
tunitiesof  conversing  with  him  upon  political 
subjects,  and  subjects  of  government,  and 
from  any  reading  i  might  liave  had,  or  any 
ooaversalion  mtb  other  people,  I  never  did 
receive  so  much  information,  nor  did  I  ever 
know  any  man  that  seemed  U)  be  more  ioyaL 
nor  had  a  greater  affection,  or  that  woula 
have  sooner  sacrificed  himself  for  the  main- 
ten  inre  of  the  rcjnsiitution  of  this  country, 
and  tlic  governiuent  of  it,  consisting  of  Kin& 
Lords,  and  Coromons,stiJl  always  ex(  ceding)/ 
determined  upon  a  reformation  of  theCora<* 
mons  House  of  l^arliamenL 

Understand  roe  for  a  moment;  you  have 
given,  as  hccame  what  you  are,  to  my  knuw- 
fedf^e,  I  very  iionourablc  man,  a  very  consi- 
derable testimony  to  the  character  of  the  gen- 
tleman at  the  bar;  do  you  mean  to  say  that 
you  collect  tliat  testimony  from  any  one  fact 
irom  your  own  knowledge  mkce  the  year 
17W?-i*Mo5t  decidedly  not. 
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esq.  re-exainiiied  by  BCr. 

Tooke. 

Perhaps,  since  we  talk  of  Paris,  and  it  is  so 
ofUn  introduced,  you  may  know  something 
of  the  silu.itioii  of  rari'5  liofore  the  Revo- 
Jutiou;  do  you  know,  or  have  yqu  heard, 
from  good  authority  in  that  country ;  have 
vou  reason  to  believe  that  before  the  Revo- 
lution ni-iny  more  thousands  of  the  poor  peo- 
ple o(  1  ranee  died  yearly,  than  hnvc  died 
through  the  war,  of  putrid  diseases,  for  want 
of  wholesome  food;  do  you  know  tlie  situa- 
tion of  that  country  so  well  before  the  revo- 
lution u  to  know  that  pdtiid  diseases,  through 
unwholesome  food,  killed  more  thousaiuls  uf 
the  French  than  have  fallen  in  battle  since? 
— I  cuij  ijive  un  opinion,  but  I  cuuBot  swear 
to  any  thing  positive  upon  the  subject. 

Do  YOU  know  that  in  France,  before  the 
Revolution,  many  imndrcds  every  year  were 
broke  alive  upon  the  whed,  and  put  to  death 
by  the  severest  torture? — I  know  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country  was  in  a  most  wretched 
and  deplorable  state,  that  there  were  execu- 
tions snockmg  to  humani^,  and  that  there 
were  wreti  he-,  wUu  (lonervcd  «uoh  rrrcnlions; 
for  tii«  pco^)le  ol  i  iuiicc,  buih  Lciuie  and 
since  the  Revolution,  were  not  reroarkably 
famous  for  good  behaviunr  and  conduct. 

Did  you  travel  to  the  south  of  France?— 
No  farther  than  to  Tours^  the  troubles  of  the 
country  put  it  out  of  nay  power. 

Mr.  Attorney  Central. — Are  you  speaking 
of  those  barbarities  after  the  Revolution  of 
1791  speak  to  the  barbarities  that  came 
within  my  own  knowledge,  from  the  latter 
cud  of  the  month  of  October,  1789,  and  upon 
my  second  return  to  Fans,  ten  mouths  before 
the  3rd  of  August,  1792,  when  I  lift  it;  I 
apeak  of  barbarities,  some  of  which  I  was  a 
witness  to,  that  were  shocking  to  humanity, 
and  which  it  would  not  be  Mceasary  to  tbu 
cause  to  repeat. 

WiUiam  Fiefflinff,  esq.  fRnrrtfitrr  at  Law), 
sworn. — Examined  by  Mr.  Erskine. 

You,  I  believe,  sir,  were  a  member  of  this 
club  concerning  whit  h  my  client  at  the  bar 
has  eKsmincd  '  1  f!  )  not  know  whether  I 
may  call  iuyf.cii  a  inini'ier  of  tinitclub;  the 
reason  ut  my  being  in  that  assembly  was,  that 
.ts  1  iiad  the  hotiom  uf  being  concerned  for 
my  lord  Hood,  whose  interest  was  very  parti- 
cularly taken  up,  and  the  essential  considera- 
lion  of  tl.f  mtriiiii:  of  that  club,  I  took  the 
liberty  of  going  tlicre,  though  i  was  no  elector 
of  Westminster. 

Bui  I  take  for  granted,  from  what  I  know 
ofyottr  hnnriurabfe  temper  and  nature,  that 
you  wuuld  uot  have  gone  there,  though  lord 
llood's  counsel,  unless  your  opinion  had  coin- 
cid'fl  witli  llMir>'— Sly  opinion  rcrtaiiily 
would  have  carried  me  there,  and  carried 
me  through  all  the  purposes  of  that  so- 
ciety witn  the  fullest  approbation  of  my 
heart. 

X  bcheve  you  also  wore  iiie  symbol  of  luai 


opinion;  indeed,  I  perfectly  weU  recollect 
having  seen  you  in  lliat  dress f 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyine.— Will  you  put  the 
question  in  a  plainer  dress. 

Mr.  Erskine. — I  have  seen  Mr.  Fielding  in 
his  unilonn. 

J^rd  Chief  Justice  I^re^Do  yoQ  mean 

the  blue  and  oran::;c? 

Mr.  iirifcinf Yes.  Do  you  recollect,  upon 
any  occasion,  seeing  the  prisoner  at  the  bar 
there? — Several  times:  Mr.  Home  Tooke, 
during  the  election  for  my  lord  Uood,  had 
been  frequently  of  those  parties  that  I,  as 
counsel,  was  necessarily  called  to;  that  was 
the  first  opportunity  of  anyacquaintancf  that 
ever  I  haa  with  Mr.  Uorne  Tooke;  knowiug 
him  there,  I  certainly  recognized  him  very 
fro(iiiciii1y  at  those  societies  when  I  bad  the 
lionour  ot  being  there. 

I  am  sorry  to  put  a  question  so  frivoloof 
for  so  grave  an  occasion,  but  the  example  lias 
been  set,  concerning  the  ceremony  by  wliich 
unaniinily  has  been  cjipressed:  Do  you  re- 
collect any  particular  ceremony  by  which  the 
m^^mbcrs  of  that  club  signified  their  unrin?- 
mity  ?  do  you  remember  their  holding  hand- 
in-hand  ? 

I^rd  Chief  Justioe.^^i«.^We  have  iMthiog 
to  do  with  that. 

Mr.  Erskine. — That  was  stated  to  have 
passed  at  the  Scotch  Convention. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  i[yre.— That  is  quite 
another  thing. 

WiUiam  lieiding,  eM.  ezaauned  by  Mr. 

Whether  you  did  not  incite  and  persuade 

roc,  with  a  thousand  or  twelve  hundred  other 

men,  to  !;et  tip  ainl  hold  hand-in-hatul  all 
round  the  rocuu,  and  rt  julve  to  stand  and  Jaii 
together  ? 

lord  Chief  J  nstirc  F.yre.— AW  that  belongs 
to  this  subject,  relative  to  that  meeting,  is, 
that  you  did  there  propose  some  resolotions 
expressive  of  loyalty  to  the  kini^,  and  ."ittach- 
mcQi  to  the  constitution,  in  Kiug,  Lords,  and 
Commons.  . 

Mr.  FieitUng^l  should  have  no  objcc* 
tion  to  answering  the  qiie^tion  whi(  li  Mr, 
Tooke  puts  to  me,  and,  I  rather  think,  in  a 
good-natured  and  flattering  way.  After  the 
speeches  of  several  other  gentleintn.  I  at- 
tempted a  speech  myself ;  and  i  endeavoured 
to  exhort  the  gentlemen  then  present  to  resist 
what  I  then  deemed,  and  deem  now,  the 
abuses  that  ha<l  been  practised  in  the  West- 
minster election  on  the  other  side ;  1  wished 
to  bind  them  in  the  most  hearty  manner  to 
imniodiatr  artion;  and  T  rrcollert,  they  ?o 
far  lionourcd  my  Iceble  efforts  upon  the  occa> 
eion,  that,  after  I  had  done  my  address  to 
thrm,  every  man  in  the  r(»(..m,  t<i  the  aniutmt, 
J  believe,  of  twelve  hundred  or  more,  rose  up, 
and  joined  band>in-hand,  which  I  took  as  a 
token  of  their  a^iprobation  to  me,  and  a  de- 
t^  rrTiliiatioQ  to  resist  those  abuses  to  tbtt  ul* 
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I  dcfirc  not  to  ask  any  thing  improper,  and 
Mr.  FicUluig  has  said  truly  I  would  not  aak 
any  thin^  improper :  I  beg  he  wtU  say  whe- 
ther he  imagined  any  person  of  this  twelve 
hundred  who  did  so  rise  and  hold  each  other's 
hand,  and  declare  such  unanimity  to  stand  or 
lall  together  (a  dcclarati nn  I  never  joined  in 
-nny  where  else),  whether  lie  thought  any 
thmg  treasonable  was  intended  by  the  com*- 
^»any  > 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £|fre.'<^That  is  aa  im* 
proper  Question. 

Mr.  rooke. — Whether  you  ever  saw  the 
original  bond,  by  which  that  dub  was  bound  P 
-^f  never  did;  I  believe  my  naine  will  mi  be 
•fuund  in  il. 

I  beg  to  ask  whether  you  were  present  on 
the  5lh  of  Xovember,  t788,  at  the  mcelin^  of 
that  constitutional  club? — I  do  nut  recollect. 

Can  you  recollect  being  present  at  any 
time  when  a  letter  was  received  by  the  chair- 
roan  of  thai  club  from  the  Rcvoluljon  society, 
and  from  the  Whig  Club? — I  believe  I  was 
present  at  that  meeting. 
^  I>o  you  recoMert  thit  Mr  flranfoy  at  that 
time  said  something  upon  that  occasion? — 
*nuit  brinri  it  to  my  reeollectton ;  but  what 
"Mr.  BeauToy  said  I  cannot  rrnillert  :  1  ro- 
nieaiber  you  made  a  speech  at  tl>e  end  of  the 
table,  but,  upon  my  oath,  I  cannot  charge 
my  memory  with  the  contents  of  that  speech. 

Do  you  rerollect  any  thing  about  a  pro- 
posal for  raibmg  a  column  ? — loere  had  been 
something  about  a  propossl  of  a  column  that 
the  Whig  Club  was  to  erect 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Ejfre, — Mr.  Home 
Tooke,  you  have  been  hesH,  and  shall  be, 
when  you  confine  yourself  to  tlmt  which  is  a 
proper  stibject  of  evidence;  the  only  point 
that  lias  been  opened  of  this  Constitutional 
Club  is,  that  you  did,  upon  an  occasion  which 
called  for  an  expression  of  loyalty,  propose  ' 
resolutions  expressive  of  lovally  to  the  king,  j 
and  vspreMive  of  your  attachment  to  theeon- 
jtitulion  in  King,  Lonl?,  :'.ni1  romtnon«.;  as 
to  all  the  rest,  passing  in  a  club  of  this  kmd, 
it  IS  foreign  to  this  inquiry,  aad  not  vo;^  fit 
4i>r  the  pave  considnration  of  a  court  of  jus- 
tice. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  have  mentioned  these  cir- 
eumstances  for  the  single  purpose  of  assisting  ' 
the  recollection  of  Mr.  I  telding,  anr!  have  so 
Ur  succeeded,  tiiat  X  have  brought  him  at 
length  U>  recollect  the  meeting  where  these  j 
resolutions  were  moved;  this  i!?  Ilie  sinijlc  | 
ptirpose  for  which  i  mentioned  the  other  cir- 
cumstances.  .Since  you  do  recollect  lhat  cer- 
tain resolntioiis  were  moved  by  me  ot  this 
meeting  

Mr.  Fielding. — Pardon  me  for  correciing 
you :  I  do  not  recollect  that  wlwt  ycu  SOM 
there  h?.f!  the  (orcr  nnl  npyr  a  ranee  of  a  reso- 
lution ;  1  only  can  recollect  that  you  made  a 
speech ;  but  vrhatiier  jfoa  moved  any  tbing 
f^pecificaily  as  a  rariutioB  I  bava  not  a  seool* 
lection. 

Mr.  J*»^c.~i  am  tiy'mg  to  bring  your  re- 
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collection  to  that  one  part;  and  I  do  it  to 
avoid  calling  some  other  witnesses,  who,  X 
believe,  are  still  here  in  the  court,  to  save  the 
lime  of  the  court  as  far  as  possible,  barely  tIS 
touch  two  or  three  points  with  one  witness  or 
two  only. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre. — Do  you  recollect 

any  thin";  of  the  spprrli,  or  what  was  under- 
stood to  be  the  purport  of  it? — I  really  can- 
not charge  my  memory  with  it  more  than  that 
Mr.  Home  Tooke  spoke. 

I^ittissi  Elding,  esq.  cross«cxamuied  by  Mr* 
Attorney  Gcaeru/. 

You  have  been  asked  as  to  some  trans- 
actions in  the  year  1788?— The  election  of 
lord  Hood  and  lord  John  Townaend  in  1788; 
I  believe. 

I  believe  you  hAve  heard  most  of  the  evi- 
dence given  in  this  cause.   You  know  no- 

tliing  of  any  of  the  transactions  that  have 
been  given  m  evidence  from  the  year  1790, 
downwards  f — Not  a  syllable. 

Mr.  Tooke.  —It  does  seem  to  ma  eitraor- 
dinarv  thnt  whcnrvcr  I  rxr^Tnine  tn  one  period 
of  time,  the  attorney -general  objects  to  it 
that  it  is  not  to  another  period  of  tune;  that 
seems  hard  upon  me. 

Lord  Chiei  Justice  Eyre. — The  attorney- 
general  does  not  object  to  your  examining. 

Mr.  Tooke. — No ;  but  be  insinuates  t&t  I 
might  be  an  hnne«t  man  in  that  year,  and 
otherwise  tlie  ncxi;  but  he  sceais  to  think  it 
of  no  eonsequeace  that  I  was  an  honest  man 
that  year. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre — ^NVe  take  the  fact 
as  it  stands  upon  the  evidence ;  this  was  a 

transaction  in  the  year  1788,  which  as  far  as 
the  evidence  goes,<«-it  is  but  loose,  but,  as 
far  as  it  goes, — shows  that  in  the  year  1788 
you  expressed  yourself  upon  a  puhlic  occa- 
sion in  loyal  terms  of  the  king,  and  i^howed 
an  attachment  to  the  constitution,  in  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons:  this  is  the  evidence. 

Mr.  Tooke. —  But  I  think  it  very  unfair  that 
the  attorney-general  upon  every  period  should 
say— this  is  only  1788. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — ^The  attorney- 
general  asks  a  question,  which  he  ha"  a  ri^rht 
to  do,  whether  Mr.  Fielding  speaks  ot  a  kicr 
period  than  1788. 

Mr.  Tooke. ~l  will  ask  to  the  later  periods 
when  1  come  to  them. 

Mr.  Altarnr^  Generat — ^The  view  with 
which  I  asked  it  is  this — If  Mr.  Fielding  had 
told  me  he  uid  know  any  thing  of  the  tr8n<^ar- 
tions  since  1700,  I  should  have  asked  ium 
what  be  knew  of  those  transactions. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Frederick 
Campbell,  (Lord  Clerk  lU  i;istcr  of  Scot- 
land), sworn. — Exauuiitdby  .Mr.  Tooke. 

Mr.  Tooke. — My  lord,  I  am  sorry  to  be 
oLkiged  to  call  ^ou,  but  the  want  of  recollec- 
tion in  other  witnesses  comnels  me  to  have 
recourse  to  yours;  and  I  think  T  «;hal]  not 
fad  with  your  lordship,  for  strong  iea6onS| 
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which  I  dare  swear  your  lordship  recollects. 
-^I  believe  that  I  had  the  hmMMirto  dine  with 

Snu  lordship,  at  Willis's  rnoms»  on  the^thof 
^  ovember,  1788  i  —I  tbink  so. 
*  In  theoonsUtntbnBlelob?— Yes. 

With  the  blue  and  orauge,  and  the  buttnn 
vritten  round  ?— Most  ccrtainlj'. 

I  believe  your  lordship  recollects  that  1  did 
on  thet  d«r  moTe  certain  reaolutioos  tbere? — 
I  am  confident  you  did  move  some  resolu- 
tions, but  to  what  cflTect  I  have  not  the  least 
tecollectionnoir;  but,  if  you  put  me  In  mind, 
I  shall  be  aUn  perhaps  toansirartiny  qnes- 

tiODS. 

I  shell  assist  your  lordship's  rccoUeclion  by 
mentioning  that  they  passed  imanimously 
with  exce^lne  satisfaction?— •Upon  my  word 

I  do  not  recollect  that. 

Does  your  lordsbin  recollect  that  my  health 
was  drank  aflerwaros?—!  do  not  recoUcct  h 

in  the  least. 

Does  your  lordship  reo>llect  that  these  re- 
solutions were  moved  without  your  being 
previously  acquainted  with  them? — ^Yes,  I  do. 

I)ue.>  your  lordship  recollect  speaking  a 
£ttle  sharply  to  me  ?—l  do. 

And  that  I  spoke  very  softly  lo  you  in  re- 
turn ? — That  1  do  not  recollect. 

I  think  that  lord  Camden  sat  neit  to  you 
then,  as  he  Mts  next  to  yon  now  7— PoBsiUy  j 
X  do  not  recollect. 

Do  you  recollect  the  resolniiui.>  from  the 
Whis  club,  and  the  Revolution  Society  ? — I 
rccoUea  thai  perfecUyt  and  that  i  oksjected 
to  it. 

Does  your  lordship  recollect  my  objecting 
to  them  loo — Do  you  recollect  laughing  pretty 
hearltly  at  what  I  said  u|K>n  the  subject,  in  a 
speech  relative  to  revolutions  ?— I  am  glad  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  lauglung,  and  Mioukl 
he  very  glad  to  laugh  a^in. 

Did  you  hear  any  thing  of  the  substance  of 
those  resolutions ;  perhaps  I  may  recall  them 
to  your  mind  ?— \  cry  possiMy. 

Mr.  AtUtrna^  O  eiierai. — ^'1  his  is  not  n^ular ; 
hut  I  do  not  object  to  it 

Mr.  Tifukc. — I  confess  it  is  not  regular ;  but 
vhai  can  1  do  when  asking  to  transactions  at 
a  distance  of  time,  where  gcnlieuien  iiave  so 
many  things  to  occupy  tbetr  minds  ?  Waa  it 
either  in  Ihc^p  words,  or  to  this  effect,  per- 
haps 1  may  bnug  it  to  your  lordship's  recol- 
lection—** That  we  hetftily  concur  with  the 
opinion  of  our  ancestors,  and  view  with  equal 
distrust  and  disapprobation,  whoever  may  at- 
tempt, and  whatever  may  tend,  to  destroy 
that  fanlanee  ao  fixed  at  the  Revolutions  that 
the  happiness  of  the  nation  was  best  provided 
for,  and  secured  by,  a  mixed  and  well-ba- 
laaeed  government  of  Ring.  Lords,  and 
Peonle"?—!  hrivr  not  the  smaUcst  idea;  not 
the  least  recollectioa  of  it. 

Mr;  Tmk$r^l  will  not  trouble  your  lord- 
ship any  farther;  Imm  may  I  hme  Iroubied 
you  50  much. 

ijkir.  Mioriii^  (/cn(;r^,— i  diuii  give  you  no 


The  Right  Honourable  Jf/  ??  Jc/firyf,  (Earl 
Camden),  sworn. — Examuied  by  Mr.  Tooke. 

I  am  veiy  sorry  to  trouble  your  lordship, 
but  you  see  I  am  driven  from  one  bad  recol- 
lection to  another,  and  at  last,  I  hope  to  a 
eood  one.  Your  lordship  was  present,  I  be- 
lieve, on  the  jth  ol  November,  17U8,  at  the 
Constitutional  Club  ?— I  was. 

In  the  uniform,  which  I  h;ul  tlien  the  ho- 
nour to  wear  in  Qommoo  with  yourself^— X  do 
not  exactly  remember  the  date;  X  take  lor 
granted  from  whathat  passed,  that  that  was 
the  day. 

During  the  king's  illness? — Yes. 

I  believe  your  lordship  sat  next,  or  near, 
lord  Frederick  Campbell,  who  sat  near  lord 
Hood  the  chairman  ? — I  did. 

I  dare  swear  your  lordship  recollects  the 
letter  sent  by  the  Whi[;  club,  and  the  Revo- 
lution Society  i — I  recollect  something  of  it. 

Do  you  recollect  some  conversation  upon 
the  question?— I  recollect  there  was  acoover- 
sation. 

Perhaps  your  lordsiiip  mav  recollect  Mr. 
Beaufoy  speakkig,  and  my  following  him? — 
I  recollect  your  speaking. 

Do  you  recollect  my  proposing  re^lntions 
after  I  had  spoken?— I  recollect  your  pro- 
posing resolutions. 

You  recollect,  perhaps,  their  being  unani- 
mously carried?— I  thiuk  so. 

And  your  lordship  may  recollect^  perhaps, 
that  lord  Frederick  Campbell  expressed  «omc 
displeasure  at  their  being  moved  without  a 

Erevious  notice?— I  think  he  objected  to  not 
aving  bceninfonned  of  the  lesolutioos  yon 
proposed. 

Does  your  lordship's  recollection  ^  at  all, 
without  any  farther  assistance,  to  what  was 
the  substance  of  ttu»e  icauluLiuns  i — I  cannot 
recollect. 

Do  you  recollect  that  I  did,  at  the  time,  say 

any  thing  which  was  offensive  on  the  score 
ol  dislovalty  ? — I  <lo  not  recollect. 
Do  you  tbmk  I  did    I  think  not 

Does  your  lordship  recollect  a  toast  that 
was  given  for  the  king's  speedy  recovery  at 
that  lime?— I  think  there  was  such  a  toast 
given. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  only  stale  it  lo  show  the  pc* 
riod,  tliat  it  was  at  a  time  when  men  might 
probably  be  disloyal. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yrf .^Who  gavn  the 

toast  f 

Mr.  Tooke. — It  was  given  generally  in  the 
company,  and  myself  accodiug  to  it. 

I>ord  Chief  Justice  £yre.— Thouch  you  do 
not  recollect  the  exact  purport  of  the  resolik* 
tions,  do  yon  recollect,  la  general,  what  was 
their  tendency,  wlieiher  ibey  were  expressive 
of  by^^  to  the  king  ?— 1  am  perfectly 
tain  there  was  nothixi^  that  expieased  a  coi»> 
trary  opinion. 

Mr.  T(H>ke. — Your  lordship  recoJIe<  it  this 
was  the  6tU  of  iNovembcr,  the  revuluUuu  u<iy  I 
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Do  you  think  it  bore  any  resemblance  to 
this — That  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Whigs 
of  J688,  that  the  happiness  of  thiSQatkm  vas 
bc^i  provided  for,  ana  secured  by,  a  roixsd 
and  well-balanced  government,  of  Kine, 
Lords,  and  People**  ^— I  think  it  very  WkeTy 
iniehtbe  soroeining  of  that  sort;*  I  do  not 
•ufficieutly  recollect  the  turn  of  the  resolu« 
1km,  to  say  I  beKeve  they  were  of  that  sort. 

Perhaps  your  lordship  may  recollect  better 
this  which  follows  :  **  Thai  we  heartily  con- 
cur wilh  the  opinion  of  our  ancestors,  and 
view  with  equal  distrust  and  dissatisfikction, 
whoever  may  attempt,  anil  v.liatcver  may 
tend,  to  desUov  that  balance  so  hxcd  :it  the 
Kfonitioa,  ana  loiisurp  upon  the  prerogative, 
rights  or  privileges  of  cither  branch  of  the 
coastitulioa"  ?— I  recollect  that  resolutions 
of  that  sort  were  proposed  at  the  time  tliat  I 
laedsome  times  to  meetMr.Tooke^diiringtltat 
Westminster  election. 

Mr.  Tooke, — That  is  enough  for  me;  for 
tfnt  was  the  only  day,  in  that  Consthotional 
Club,  upon  which  those  resolutions  were  come 
to^and  they  were  proposed  by  me. 

EsH  CMMkit.-'What  1  meant  to  say  was,  I 
think,  that,  at  some  of  the  meetings,  I  at- 
tended At  that  time,  there  wore  rc^ohitions  to 
thil  effect,  which  you  moved  ;  but  1  do  not 
recollect  exactly  whether  they  were  moved  at 
the  period  lo  which  you  allude. 

Mr.  Touke. — That  is  as  much  as  I  wish  your 
lorfthip  to  recollect ;  because  I  recollect,  and 
know,  and  can  prove,  that  there  never  were, 
in  that  Constitutional  Club,  resolutions 
moved  but  once,  and  never  but  1^  me ;  and 
therefore,  it  must  have  been  at  that  time,  for 
the  club  is  not  yel  di^Aolved ;  we  are  still 
members;  and  it  may  hap{)eu  to  your  lord- 
ship, by  being  a  member  of  a  club  to  which 
I  hflong,  that  the  treasons,  wilh  which  I  am 
accused,  may  all  fall  upon  your  lordship. 

Mr.  Attorney  Genera/.— This  is  not  fit— ^ 

Mr.  Tftokc. — I  have  done — Docs  your  lord- 
ship recollect  this  :— "  That  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  true  friend  to  his  country,  in  whatever 
connexion  he  may  find  hiinself,  and  by  what- 
ever  namf*  lie  mav  he  di<;tin"ni«lied,  tn  I;ccp 
iuiview  perpetually  and  slncUy  hxed  upon  the 
settlement  of  oiir  constitution,  made  in 
1688;  and  at  all  times,  according  to  his  sta- 
Uoii,  to  use  his  best  endeavouri>  tor  the  main- 
tenuice  of  thataettlement  in  its  piuity,  who^c 
•i$dum  has  been  confinncd  by  an  hundred 
years  experience  of  lde«!'=ir^!;s  and  prosperity, 
uoinowii  to  arjy  other, nation  upon  earth"? — 
I  do  not  recollect  that 

Ibe  Right  Honourable  Earl  Camden,  cross- 
examined  by  Mr.  Ationuy  GtiuraK 

Has  your  lordship  had  any  intercourse  with 
Mr.  Tooke,  in  any  dub,  since  the  year  1780  ? 
•^Nonc  whatever.  • 


*  Tlie  remriiTiJer  of  this  answer  is  thus  re- 
ported by  Blanchard :  "  i  he  terms  of  the  Rc- 
sohitHMis^  I  Father  beUcv^  w«fe  of  thai  sort." 


A.  D.  not.  [4M 

Mr.  r<wA«.— IsthcConslilulionai  Club  dis- 
solved at  this  moment?— I  am  not  aware 
Uiat  there  has  been  any  resolution  to  dia* 

solve  it. 

Mt.  Tooke. — So  that  the  club  still  exi'^ts, 
and  his  lordship's  relation  is  just  as  strong 
with  me  as  ever,  which  was  none  at  all. 

Mr.  Attorney  GeneraL'^HsiVt  you  been 
present  at  any  meeting,  where  you  have  bad 
any  conversation  or  intercourse  with  Mr, 
Tooke,  since  the  year  1788  ?— T  do  not  recol- 
lect having  had,  and  lam  certain  I  have  had 
DO  oonTarsatlon  with  lum  since  that  time. 

Htrny  Bso^g^  esq.,  swonkp^EianuiMd  by 
Mr.Too4e. 

T  !ir]irvc  you  were  a  member  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Club,  held  at  Willis's  f — I  remem* 
ber  being  at  a  meetins  at  Willis's 

The  Constitutional  Club  ?— I  did  not  kno# 
that  it  was  the  Constitutional  Club;  I  un- 
derstood it  to  be  a  meeting  chiefly,  i  think,  of 
friends  to  my  lord  Hood;  but  that  it  ««•  the 
Constitutional  Club  has  escaped  my  need* 
lection. 

Did  ym  not  wear  the  hottmii  mi  t  Una 

coat  ? — I  do  not  recollect  that  I  worcjmy  dress, 
that  day,  but  the  ordinary  dre*?  T  am  accus- 
lomed  to  wear,  a  blue  coat,  wilii  a  common 
metal  button. 

And  with  an  orartf!;*»  cnpr  ? — No. 

Did  not  you  accustom  yourself  to  wear  a 
blue  coaX  with  the  ornamented  button  f 

Mr.  Toohe. — I  am  worse  off  than  ever : — Mr. 
Beaufoy  does  not  recollect.  (To  tari  Camden  ^ 
I  beg  to  ask  your  lordship  whether  you  recol- 
lect that  upon  that  button  which  we  wore  in 
the  Constitutional  club,  the  words  '*Consti- 
I  tuiional  Club  "  were  not  written  round  ? 

Earl  Cawrfen.— "  ConstitotloCHil  Club,"  or 
«  Kin  -  nnd  Constitution,"  or  aomethiiig  of 
that  kmd. 

Mr.  Beatt/^.^There  were  pennns  who 

wore  an  orange  coloured  cape ;  whether 
they  wore  a  particular  Imtton,  or  not,  T  do  not 
know ;  bt:t  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I 
neither  wore  the  buttons,  nor  the  cape. 

I\Ir.  Tooke. — I  am  older  than  Mr.  Bcanfoy, 
but  i  find  my  memory  is  better.  Do  you  re- 
collect dining  at  Willises  on  the  5th  of 
vember  1783,  when  lord  Tlcod*\vasin  the 
chair? — I  remember  dinmg  in  the  year  1788, 
I  believe  lord  Hood  to  have  been  in'lhc  chair, 
at  Willises 

Do  you  recollect  a  Ic'tcr  received  from  the 
Whig Ciub,ai)d  from  tiie  Uevolulion  Society? 

have  an  imperfect  recollection  of  such  « 
thing. 

llavc  you  any  recollection  of  talking  with 
me  upon  the  subject,  and  giving  me  notice  of 
it  ?-— I  recollect  addressing  the  meeting  on  the 

subject  of  the  Kevolulion ;  the  iinprcF>ion  on 
my  mind,  speaking  at  this  disLaucu  ol  luue, 
was,  of  believinj;  tiic  constitution  to  have 
been  eiToctcd  at  the  tune  of  tin  Revolution  ; 
and  considering  that  tlu  sub.stauiial,  practi- 
cable happiness  «f  the  people  ul  this  couDtiy, 
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under  the  present  family,  must  blowing,  in 
a  great  measure,  to  tliat  Revolution,  that  I 
wi»ied  to  celebrate  it  with  much  solemnitv  ; 
and  I  think  I  did,  at  that  time  wish  lo  cele- 
brate the  Revohilion  with  great  solemnity. 

My  recollection  ditiers  from  yours.  Have 
not  you  coitsidcred  yourself  as  the  leader 
of  the  Dissenters,  in  some  part  of  your  life? — 
I  never  had  the  vanity  so  to  consider  myself : 
thmkiag  the  Dissenters  entitled  to  the  com- 
anou  privilege  of  citisens,  1  certainly  did  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  upon  that  ground, 
move  the  repeal  of  the  Corpgratioo  aud  Test 
Actt.» 

If  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  attend  and  keep 
your  recollection  to  those  subjects  which  1 
bhall  speak  ot,  I  shall  be  much  ubli^ed  lo  you. 
— Do  you  recollect  being  applied  to  by  the 
Revolution  Society,  and  emrasin^;  ycittrselfto 
carry  a  bill  into  (>arliamcnt  tor  Ihc  purpose  of 
the  oommemoration  of  that  day  on  which  the 
Bill  of  Rights  passed — it  is  not  forci^u  from 
the  present  subject.  Do  you  recollect  that 
youraelf  brought  forward  to  the  society  a  pro- 
posal for  that  society  to  join  with  you — per- 
!i:ips  the  noble  lore  may  rcrullcct  ibis  belter 
lij^n  the  oliicTS— a  proposal  tur  Luc  Con>litu- 
tional  Club  to  concur  with  the  Revolution  So- 
ciety, in  orfler  to  ;;ct  an  :•'  i  of  parliament  fur 
a  perpetual  commcniuraiuin  of  that  day  upon 
which  the  BiH  of  Rights  passed  ? — perfectly 
recollect  briii^;  applied  to  b\  the  Revolution 
8o(  icly,  and  acceding  to  the  proposal  that  I 
should  move  in  parliament,  a  b:li  for  the 
celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  Uie  Revo- 
lution, f 

Do  you  recollect  bringing  that  before  Ihi^ 
very  meeting? — I  recollectp  as  I  said  before, 
add)  cs^l^lr  t)te  meeting  upon  that  sulyect,  that 
is  what  1  before  exprebseu. 

Perhaps  you  recollect  my  writing  some 
rcsoluliouH  upon  that  occasion,  having  written 
them  at  your  desire,  on  the  spur  of  the  occa- 
sion, and  your  carrying  them  to,  and  commu- 
nicating them  to  lord  lluod,  and  repeattne,  to 
the  meeting,  his  apjirobation  for  moving  those 
resolutions,  or  nrupusing  them,  which  lord 
Frederick  CaropDcll  did  not  know,  and,  there- 
fore, he  wa-i  (li'^p!e;t'-td  at  it,  and  thought  I 
liad  done  it  of  my  own  head— but  can  you 
recollect  that  I  wan  justi6ed  by  your  approba 
lion,  and  coramimication  with  ford  Hood,  and 
in  consequence  of  that  approbation  m>  moving 

*  On  March  2ath  1787 ;  see  the  Debate 

on  Mr.  Beau  Toy's  Motion  in  the  New  Pari. 
Hist.,  Vol.  p.  780.  Sec  also  New  i'arl. 
HbtfVol.  97,p.  ll81.-^nMay  8th,  1789,Mr. 
Beaufoy  again  moved  the  re|>eal  of  the  Tesi 
and  Corporation  Acts.  Ste  New  Pari.  Uut. 
Vol.  S8,  p.  1.  See  also  p.  415  of  the  same 
Volume. 

f  Mr.  Beaufoy  brought  forward  in  the 
House  of  Commons  a  motion  lor  leave  lo  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  purpose  here  stated  on  the 
'?nh  of  March,  1789.  Sec  the  debate  there- 
upon in  the  New  Pari.  UisU  Vol.  37,  p.  1333. 


certain  resolutions  ?'>--I  recollect  certain  reso- 
lutions being  communicated  to  me  by  Mr^ 
Tooke,  but  what  the  resolutions  were  lia«>  es- 
caped my  recollection. 

Recolfeclion  is  like  certain  cases  of  insa-^ 
nily,  touch  a  particular  string,  and,  perhaps^ 
you  bring  it  all  out ;  perhaps  if  I  only  men- 
tion a  word  or  two  your  recollcctiou  will  rc- 
'  turn  -Can  you  recollect  any  thing  like  this 
— "  Thai  It  w.i>s  tlic  oiunion  of  the  Whigs  01' 
that  day,  1688,  liiat  llie  happiness  of  this  na- 
tion was  best  provided  for  and  secured  by  a 
mi.\ed  aud  well-balanced  government  of 
King,  Lord^  and  People'*?— It  is  exceedingly 
diffi(  ult  for  melo  say  that  that  was  the  reso- 
lulion. 

No,  something  of  that  kind 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Etfte. — What  do  yott 
<ay  upon  it?— But  speaking  from  very  impcr- 
Ictt  renieinbrancc,  I  should  rather  incline  to 
think  that  a  resolution  to  that  effect  was  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Tooke. 

Mr.  Tooke. — "  That  we  heartily  concur 
with  the  opinion  of  our  ancestors,  and  view 
with  equul  distrust  and  disapprobation  who- 
ever may  atlcnipt,  and  whatever  may  tcnil  lo 
destroy  that  balance  so  fixed  ul  the  RcvoluUoa 
and  to  usurp  the  prerogative,  rights  or  privi- 
leges, of  cither  branch  of  the  constitution?" 

I  — Speaking  still,  as  I  observe,  from  very  im- 
perfect recollection,  I  should  rather  imagine, 

!  iVom  the  present  in  pression  of  my  mind,  that 
a  resolution  similar  to  that,  perhaps  that  very 
resoltitlon^  w«8  moved  by  Mr.  Tooke. 

I  "  That  It  is  the  duty  of  every  true  ftiend 
to  his  rottntry,  in  whatever  connexion*;  he  rujf 
find  hin;self^  and  by  whatever  name  he  may 

I  be  distinpublu  (1,  to  keep  his  view  perpetually 

'  and  ste  ulily  fixed  upon  the  settlement  or  con- 
stitution then  made,  in  1688,  and  ataUtimes^ 
according  to  bis  situation,  to  use  his  best  ea* 
deavours  for  a  malnlen.incc  of  that  selllcmcnC 
in  Its  purity,  whose  wisdom  has  been  confirm- 
ed by  a  hundred  years  experience  of  blessings 
and  prosperity  unknown  to  any  other  nation, 
upon  earth  The  same  answer  that  I  gave 
before,  speaking  from  the  present  impression^ 
still  an  imperfect  one  of  what  then  passed,  f 

shall  <:i'  f      to  th:-  rr"^,olution. 

Mr.  TiHikf.. — U  wuuld  be  very  wrong  lo 
strain  your  recollection  any  fivrther. 

Henry  Jkanfiy,  esq.  cross-examined  by  Mr. 

This  was  in  1788,  vras  it  notf— In  Novem- 

ber,  1788. 

In  an  election  contest /—Subsequent  t<x 
the  contest  of  lord  Hood  for  Westminster. 

Have  you  hid  ;niy  intercourse  or  cova- 
merce  with  the  ccnilcaian  at  tl)«  bar.  since 
that  time F— My  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
Tooke  began  in  that  contest  in  1788,  ho  wm 
a  warm  and  zealous  supporter  of  the  interest 
of  lord  liood,  and  as  a  person  of  tliat  descrip- 
tion, my  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Tooke  4b 
not  ahsolutefv  terminate  then,  thoiub  I  re- 
mcialcc  bui  two  9cca8igguupoawiu£XlllMro 
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aetn  Ktvn  since — one  was  an  acridental  n\eel- 
iag  m  the  street,  in  wlucii,  I  believe,  nothing 
fvtkultr  pataed,  but  to  ask  hiro  bow  hedia 
—the  ncit  was  seeing  him  at  the  time  he  was 
a  petitioner  agaiiu>t  Mr.  FoJ^  before  the  House 
«r  CommoBs. 

And  you  know  nothing  of  any  transactions 
of  Mr.  Tooke,  eicepi  what  you  Itave  now 
ataledP— No. 

Mr.  Jhokt'-'Thh  gandetnan's  remem- 
brance requires  Tnvrh  f?appi7if:,  that  I  must 
beg  leave  just  to  wake  it  once  more.  You 
aaw  me  only  twice,  onca  ia  the  street,  and 
once  attending;  my  petition?— At  thit  mo- 
ment I  remember  oo  more. 

Mr.  Biit  at  the  neit  raomeot  I 

dare  swear  you  will. — Did  you  never  meet  me 
at  Waghorn's  Coffee-house  —  Was  tbcrp 
mevev  a  time  when  you  were  unhappy  Oour 
recollection,  perhaps^  may  serve  you)  beouise 
after  all  the  money  you  had  spent,  and  your 
£tttbful  services  to  Mr.  Pitt,  be  would  not  re- 
tani  joor  bow,thM  itaciicumttance  toawaken 
your  meinory,  hccHusc  it  is  a  strong  case — I 
4o  not  solicit  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Beau  • 
toj,  and  I  knew,  before  band,  that  be  sus- 
pected I  brought  him  here  to  my  character ; 
the  gentleman  thought,  how  God  knows, 
tliatat  siity  I  wanted  auy  body  to  my  charac- 
ler^  and,  therelbce,  I  must  leeall  hie  mmiory, 
because  it  casts  an  imputation  upon  me,  as  if 
Mr.  Beaufoy  was  afraid  or  aiilmmed  tu  be 
half  so  much  acquainted  with  me  as  be  has 
hf^cu,  then  fu re  it  is  iMcesiary  to  recall  bis 
remembrance  ? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  J?yr«.— He  has  spoken 
ef  it  as  he  recollects  it;  you  have  a  right  to 
remind  him,  but  in  no  sort  to  make  that  ob- 
aenration  upon  tbe  testimony,  which  certainly 
imports  notning  like  it. 

Mr.  Beaufoy.^l  baveno  Sort irf"  olyection 
to  answer  this  question. 

Mr.  Ibefo.— That  the  geotlemaii  aheuld 
forget  so  strong  a  circumstance  astboiabea me, 
because  he  is  upon  his  oath  ? 

Mr.  Beaufoy. — I  have  not  the  smallcbt  ob- 
jection to  answer  the  question. 

Lorf^'hinf  JlJ'^ttce  Eyre. — Mr.  1  ookc,  you 
are  wrung  Lu  mix  these  kind  ot  observations 
«itb  your  Questions ,  you  may  ask  Mr.  Beau- 
foy upon  the  subject  of  havini::  scon  you,  as 
mticb  as  you  please,  but  you  should  not  mil 
obeervations  with  your  question. 

Mr.  Tooke, — I  do  assure  your  lordship  I 
make  n%c  of  it  only  as  a  circ<»ni»tance  

ix>r(i  Chief  Justice  Eyrt. — I  do  nut  object 
to  jour  asking  the  questMO,  only  to  ioiermix- 
Idc  obsen'alions. 

Air.  Tooke.— 'Dxa  is  not  intended  as  an  ob- 
fsmdon,  but  as  m  draiiDslanoe  absolutely 
necessary  to  recall  tha  matter  to  Mr.  Beaufoy 's 
recollection. 

Mr.  AUomof  General. — ^There  is  no  man 
more  tender  about  interfering  than  I  am,  but 
I  c;d!  Ti[»on  your  lordship  to  protect  the  wit- 
ness, w  ho  is  a  oerson  as  mucn  entitled  to  tbe 
fmection  of  tfia  CM.  as  Ibe  prisoner— let 
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the  prisoner  put  his  question  but  be  has  no 
right  to  Hitroduce  it  with  an  observation  that 
boirs  hard  4ipon  the  characler  of  tbe  witness^ 
to  whom  he  pnt^  the  question. 

Lord  Chiel  Justice  Eyre. — I  have  repeat- 
edly stated  to  Mr.  Home  Tooke  what  the 
rule  is,  and  in  point  of  deoaicy»  Mod  civility^ 
be  ought  to  observe  it 

Mr.  Tooke. — It  is  so  kind  of  the  attorney- 
general  to  protect  my  witness,  that  I  am  sure 
It  would  be  inhuman  of  me  not  to  protect  him 
too,  therefore  I  shall  say  no  more  to  him. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yrCd— Why  do  not  you 
then  ask  the  question  f 

Mr.  Jkttufojf.^l  have  no  recoUectioOt 
whatever,  or  any  moment  of  m^  life,  since 
my  first  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Pitt, in  which 
the  circumstance  hap[M>tie<!  of  his  refusing  to 
return  me  a  bow  ;  and  m  wiucii  i  expre^ised 
to  Mr.  Tooke,  the  smallest  uneesiness  fiom  a 
circumstance  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  TooAe.— You  applied  to  me  for  my 
interest  at  that  time ;  but  I  have  no  interot 
now,  and  it  is  quite  right  for  you  to  forget  it. 

Mr.  Beaufoy. — ^There  is  nothing  more  fo- 
reign to  my  remembrance. 

Mr.  Attorney  6en<ra/.-^The  witness  haa 
sworn  that  it  has  not  happened  

Mr.  Tooke. — Mr.  Attorney  General,  do  mo 
no  wrong,  he  has  not  sworn  it,  he  only  swears 
he  does  not  recollect;  but  Mr.  Beaufoy  will 
not  deny  it,  upon  bis  oath,  in  tbe  presenae  of 
persons  of  the  description  that  I  see  touniL 

at'lc  til  inform  thcm^rlvcs  upon  the  Sttlyect 
beruafler,  1  will  venture  a  wager 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — A  wager ! 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  am  wrong — I  forgot  mysdi^ 

Ixird  Chief  Justice  Eye — You  have,  a 
right  to  a*k  Mr.  Beaufoy,  without  all  tlus  ia* 
troduction,  whether  be  will  speak  positively 
or  ouitinr  himself  to  his  want  of  recollection  ; 
1  cau  du  uo  more  than  state  the  rule,  and  call 
upon  the  prisoner  to  abide  by  it. 

Mr.  Totike. — I  am  contented,  1  only  justi^ 
myself  from  the  attorney-general's  supposi- 
tion  of  having  forgot  myself  farther  tban  1 
had,  but  he  did  not  swear  the  contrary,  he 
said  he  did  not  recollect  it. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre^ — I  am  sorry  to 
see  that  you  do  not  point  your  questieo. 

Mr.  inoMMt  Symemii  sworn.— Eiaml&ed  by 
Mr.  £rtJbi«e. 

What  is  your  profession?-^  sludent  of 

the  liw, 

iu  ^uur  passage  to  the  bar,  I  tidic  lor 
granted  ?— Yes. 

Of  w  hich  of  the  inns  of  Court  ere  you  I— Of 
the  Inncc  Temple, 

Are  you  a  member,  or  have  you  at  any 
time  been  a  ninnbcr  of  the  Cunslitutiooal 
Society  I — For  two  or  three  years  I  have. 

Are  you  still  a  member  ^ — Yes. 

Are  you  acquainted  with  the  prisoner  at 
the  bar? — I  have  th:it  honour. 

Arc  you  acquaiulcd  wuh  him  lu  private 
life,  as  well  as  eccottomed  to  meet  liin  at 
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'hh  society? — I  have  been  several  times  in  f  t  p on  what  ground  was  it  that  you  disap- 
his  company,  both  at  his  own  bouse,  and  '  proved  of  the  CoDvention  at  Edinburgh  i—in 
Mmietimes  at  other  places.  the  first  place,  I  did  not  know  enougn  of  thi» 

\V;is  viJiir  aticnf?ancc  upon  tliis  so«  "uly  re-  per<<jiis  who  were  to  bo  the  (lflfi^.it»>,  and 
eiilar  or  frequent  ^—Tolerable;  sometimes  I  |  in  the  next  piace  [  thought  it  might  be  mia-' 
have  attended  prelly  frequently,  at  other  '  taken  by  the  public. 

times  I  have  omitted  for  two  or  three  months,  |  From  what  you  knew  of  the  professed  ob- 
perhap*"  attt  tukd  coostaoUjyand  then  omitted  '  jects  of  this  Convention  at  F^lmhHrgh,  anri 
for  a  niimili  or  !»o,  i  from  what  was  stated  m  the  society  tu  be  the 

Didvuii  attend  with  sntTicient  frequency  to  1  objects,  have  you  any  reason  to  believe  any 
be  acquainted  with  the  objects  of  the  sodelj?  ;  thmg  criminal  ym  iatended  ^— Not  in  tbt 
-^Perfectly.  1  slightest  degree. 

W  hat  were  the  objects  of  the  society  A  I  am  not  asking  yen  bow  fnr  people  wln>  geif 
purli  imentary  reform.  1  themselves  together  there,  might  be  guilty  of 

We  have  had  so  much  disquisition  upt  n  misdemeanor  m  the  course  of  a  proper  object; 
the  m«ining  of  that  word,  that  I  wish  to  ask  but  was  any  thing  said  in  the  Constitutionai 
vou  what  you  understood  and  meant  by  a  par-  Society  previous  to  that  time,  when  the  mat- 
liimrr'lary  r(  form? — A  reform  in  theUouae  ter  of  delegates  was  first  stirred,  that  led  to 
oiLomntons.  the  conception  of  a  Convention  in  Scotland 


Was  that  not  oidy  understood,  buttimver- 
sally  expn  s«(  d  to  he  the  <  >hjcct  of  your  meet- 
ing?— 1  believe  it  had  always  been  considereil 
is  the  only  object  of  our  meeting. 

Of  what  n»imbcr  (Vul  that  souely  consist  ? 
I  do  not  know  the  number  the  society  con- 
ftistcd  of,  but  the  average  attendance  was 
about  fourteen  or  fifteen. 

From  nny  thing  that  was  transacted  in  the 
society  whilst  yuii  were  a  member  of  it,  have 
you  any  reason  to  know,  or  to  believe,  that 
fki  any  tiTHc  I'l-it  original  object  was  departed 
fnm,  and  another  substituted  in  its  stead  P— 
Never ;  every  act  that  thry  did,  conndering 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  act  was 
done,  always  appeared  to  tend,  and  to  tend 
solely,  to  that  object. 

Did  you  ever  bear  any  proposition  made  in 
that  society,  or  any  discourse  *tirred  l>y  any 
man  in  it,  that  led  you  to  believe,  or  even  to 
•aspect,  that  the  society  bad  changed  ito  ob- 
ject ?— Never. 

Would  jyou  have  remained,  and  would  you 
ttitt  remam  in  the  sodety,  under  such  an  im- 
pression ?— Certain! 


to  subvert  the  govenrawntf-^  do  not  rt^ 

collect  any  thing  of  the  sort 

Do  you  recollect  any  proposition  made  bj 
the  Corresfionding  Society  to  the  Constita* 

tional  Society  to  ro  operate  with  them  to 
have  members  from  their  society  to  confer' 
with  members  of  yours,  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  another  convention  ? — I  do  ;  I  be- 
lieve I  was  in  the  clrair  either  at  the  time  di6 
delegates  came,  or  the  week  after. 

Tb  the  best  of  my  recollection  T  saw  yon  itt 
Court  last  night  ?  -  T  was. 

Did  you  hear  the  resolutions  read  which 
were  sent  by  fhe  Corresponding  Society,  wi^ 
a  desire  to  be  entered  upon  ine  minijlcs  of 
the  Constitutional  Society,  and  in  which  they 
agreed  to  appoint  members  to  meet  Iheir 
bud^  ? — Yes,  I  did. 

"\  o«  were  in  the  chair  I  think  that  nluht  * — 
I  was  either  in  the  chair  that  night  or  the 
night  after 

When  this  proposition  ',v  made  and  ac- 
ceded to  by  Ibc  Constitutional  Society,  wiiat 
was  understood,  I  do  not  mean  when  f  say 
understood,  to  ask  yotir  private  understanding, 
hut  what  was  understood,  as  far  as  that  tinder- 


y  not. 

Have  yon  frequently  seen  the  prisoner  at 
tiM  meetings  of  the  society  ?--Yes.  |  standing  wab  expressed,  by  those  persons  who 

the  I  adopted  it,  or  rejected  it^— By  producnig  go- 


Are  you  able  to  recollect,  though  not 


words,  the  substance  of  his  }>uliticai  opinion?, 
delivered  in  the  society,  a.>>  applicable  to  these 
olg6CtoP-.E«ery  expression  that  he  used  on 
any  occasi'm.  went  sulely  to  parliamentary 
reiorm,  and  was  always  ftrictly  in  favour  of 
the  monarchy,  and  the  aristocracy,  the  original 
ancient  hereditary  aristocracy  of  the  country. 

When  these  opinions  were  signified  hy  Mr. 
Tooke  at  this  society,  d»d  it  appear  to  you 
thai  they  were  the  olyects  of  the  rest  of  the 
f^oriety  to  which  they  were  addMssed  Un- 
doubtedly so. 

W«re  you  a  member  of  the  society  at  the 
tinif  of  thr  nieclint;  or  cnnvenlion,  or  what- 
ever you  eiioosc  to  call  it,  that  was  held  at 
Edinburgh  P— I  was  then  a  mend)er,  but  did 
not  attend,  I  disapproved  of  the  proceedings; 
1  believe,  when  the  hu>inrss  f'rr>t  came  on,  I 
wasconfinetl  frotn  ill  health,  but  1  believe  I 

bad  an  opooruiuity  of  attemliag  wittna  a 
vtek  after. 


ncral  concurrence  in  favrnir  of  parlianieotaiy 
reform  to  obtain  their  olijcct  ultimately. 

Was  that  the  object  of  the  Conttitationtl 
Society  in  accepting  the  proposition  of  a  con- 
ference with  the  members  of  the  Correspond- 
ing Society? — Entirely  so;  there  is  nothing 
of  which  I  am  more  certun. 

I  ask  you  upon  your  oath,  wlirihrr  there 
was  any  thing  said  by  any  man  who  did  ac* 
cept  of  that  correspondence  with  the  Cbf- 
rcsponding  Socirty  which  signified  the  cnn- 
trary,  or  could  induce  any  human  creature  to 
think  the  contrary  P—- Not  a  syllable. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yr^.— It  is  better  Cn 
ask  what  they  did  say— Wa-!  there  any  de- 
bate upon  it  ? — There  wa*  sume  debate,  iMJt 
I  flo  nut  recollect  any  thing  particular  npott  ft. 

Mr  J>i/:('rif . — Do  you  recollect  what  wi* 
stated  by  those  present,  what  was  stated  to 
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Elishedi^dtaalil^DQUect  what  was  sUled, 
ut  I  am  sure  nothing  was  stated  to  reader  it 
otherwise  than  a  parliamentary  reform. 

If  there  had  heen  •  eonspiracv  to  lubvert 
the  geveranent,  by  means  of  this  conven- 
fioo,  must  not  jou  have  Juxowb  ilf— Ua> 
douUedlj. 

I  will  put  it  in  a  stronger  way,  if  it  be  pos* 
sibfe — if  thisCoitMnittee  of  Conference,  which 
wa*  the  first  which  was  proposed  by  the  Cur- 
■fipomling  Society,  and  accepted  by  the  Con- 
$ti  tut  ion  a!  Society,  had  b^eo  to  set  on  foot  a 
conspiracy  for  the  detestable  object  stated  m 
the  iBdiclment,  must  yoo  not,  as  being  prc- 
eenl,  have  collected  that?-  Undoubtedly. 

Vtid  yuu  collect  such  an  object  P — No;  nor 
had  I  any  suspicion  that  any  body  else  could 
Ibiok  so,  till  these  persons  were  taken  up. 

Now  that  yuu  liave  had  an  opportunity  of 
aeeiug  diilcreut  m^nilcr^  of  the  society,  have 
you  any  reason,  upon  vour  oetb,  from  any 
ihinii  yuu  know,  to  believe  any  such  thing 
WM  the  purpose? — Not  the  sliglHe&t;  latu 
ferfeclly  sure  of  the  contrsfy. 

Were  you  present  at  any  subsequent  roeet- 
jfl£,  after  the  appointment  of  this  comaaiitee, 
when  the  report  was  made  I — I  was. 
,  If  X  understand  the  matter  right,  the  com- 
mittees of  the  two  societies  met,  and  they 
broufhl  tiieir  resol(iUon.s  upon  the  11th  of 
April  before  the  Constitutional  Society  for 
tbeir  approbation? — Yes;  I  was  there  when 
the  resolution  was  brought,  and  I  was  there 
the  week  before. 

This  is  the  resolution  of  the  committee  : 
— **  Resolved,  that  it  appears  to  this  com- 
mittee very  desiialtie.  that  a  general  meetine 
«r  convention  of  the  rriends  of  Liberty  should 
be  railed,  for  the  piirpo-e  of  taking  into  coo- 
eiderauon  the  proper  uicitiods  of  ootaining  a 
^  and  fair  repieaenlatioB  of  the  people  r— 
I  was  there  then. 

U  these  proper  methods  of  obtaining  a  full 
and  fair  representation  of  the  peopfe,  bad 
been  a  total  departure  frotu  all  the  objects 
of  your  society  irom  its  hrst  institution, 
do  you  think  it  is  possible  you  should  not 
haare  ooUected  it  from  some  member  of  the 
focictv  who  were  debating  this,  and  aduplin^ 
it? — It  is  uupobbible  but  I  must  havt:  cui- 
Jecled  it 

I  find  a  distinction  in  point  of  phrase,  he- 
tweeo  the  resolutions  of  the  con^matee,  and 
the  resohitions  of  the  society  at  large,  that 
adopted  those  resolutions ;  1  have  read  the 
oiif.  I  will  read  the  other  now:  "  Resolved, 
tliat  it  appears  to  this  society  very  desirable 
that  a  general  meeting  of  the  Frieodt  of  Li- 
berty should  be  called,  for  the  ptirpo^p  of 
takiog  into  consideration  the  proper  methods 
of  elitaiiiing  a  full  aiid  (air  representation  of 
the  p(  oplc."  Do  you  recollect  any,  and  what, 
debates  taking  place  that  produced  this  modi- 
^catioo,  and  change  in  the  resolutions? — I 
fco^lect  there  was  some  debate  about  the 
word  *  Convention,'  because,  I  helirvr,  I  was 
the  hrst  to  oppose  the  use  of  that  woid|  as  it 


might  tend  to  mislead  the  public  mind;  that 
they  might  think  we  had  ^omc  other  objec  i 
in  view,  than  merely  Parliaiiicnury  Ue^fonn ; 
therefore  I  opposed  It,  made  a  very  few  nh^ 
serv  ittoos,  and  that  was  followed  by  several 
others. 

Upon  jour  oath,  when  you  made  that  ob* 

jection  to  the  word  'Convention,'  lest  it  should 
produce  the  mi'^rcprcsentations  that  you  have 
adverted  to,  had  you  the  least  idea,  in  youl* 
own  mind,  tliat  there  was  a  conspiracy  on 
foot.' — Not  the  yii^htesl. 

Have  ^ou  uowf— N(>,  I  never  had  one 
moment  of  my  life. 

That  is  bwtA  Jide  what  j;ott  said?— Un* 
doubtedly. 

How  was  the  proposition,  bonA  ^</f ,  made 
by  you,  received  by  those  to  \vh<in)  it  was 
made?— ilicre  was  some  little  discussioif 
upon  the  two  words  'Meeting  and  Conven- 
tion ;•  but  it  was  agreed,  at  last,  that  the  u«-e 
of  the  word  Coutrnlion  nii'iht  lead  ll.e  public 
mind  to  misUke  the  object  if  the  iucieiy, 
and  therefore  it  was  omilled. 

I  observe  that  your  society,  almost  at  ihi*. 
beginning,  and  throughout  all  the  procced- 
inj^s,  maOte  use  of  this  phrase,  "  a  full  afid 
fair  representation  of  the  people."  f  rom 
what  pHS'.ed,  from  the  expressions  of  all  an«l 
every  uicuilKr  of  thai  society,  and  from  the 
be^umint;  to  the  end  of  your  acquaintance 
with  it,  what  was  the  meaning  of  a  full  and 
fair  representation  of  the  people  in  pariui- 
ment?— I  believe  that,  in  our  society,  they 
were  inclined  not  to  go  quite  so  far  as  the 
Corresponding  Society;  some  members  of 
the  society  were  in  favour  of  Universal  Re- 
pteaentation,  eome  were  not;  I  was  not  for 
one,  and  many  w'cr<"  not. 

Do  you  know  wiiai  were  the  sentiments  of 
the  gentleman  now  before  you  upon  that 
headr— I'itty  times  have  I  heard  him  repro- 
bate, and  violently,  in  talking  with  many  of 
bis  friends,  the  idea  of  Universal  Rcpresen- 
tali<>n  ;  it  was  his  constant  object. 

Did  you  ever  hear  any  men»lM:r  of  the  so- 
ciety make  a  pro|>osilion,  or  enter  into  %  d^ 
bate,  that  touched  the  honour,  mi^esty,  or 
authority  of  the  kirn;  Never. 

Did  you  ever  hear  any  proposition  made,  or 
any  incitement,  not  to  a  conspiracy,  but  to  a 
di^po^iliun  to  touch  llie  heredil  try  office  of 
the  Uouseof  Lords?— Lnduubtedly  not  j  Uicy 
were  all  eonconcd  merely  in  obtaining  n 
Reform  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Was  it  ever  stirred,  in  effect,  to  accomplish 
the  objects  of  your  society,  by  any  means  not 
legal  or  constitutional? —Never. 

Do  von  think  it  po'-sihlc  that  a  conspiracy 
could  have  been  ou  fool,  lo  accomplish  the 
object  of  your  society  by  combination  and 
force,  wit^^out  yotir  being  acquainted  with  itf 
— Impossible.  .  , 

Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  idea  of  arms  bemg 
used  for  that  purpose  ?— Never. 

Had  v<Mi  ever  thf  uf  a  ol  exciting  others  lo 
use  axmi  lot  liial  '■•ari^use  I — iicvct* 
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Was  it  ever  Mated,  proposed,  or  itirred,  I  Coottitalioiitl  Soctetj  with  the  othtnf-* 

In  any  of  vnnr  approbations  of  the  liberties  1  Yes;  T  have  seen  him  several  times;  I  do 


ol  Ir  raacc,  tu  put  down  the  particular  liberties 
«f  wir  own  country,  m  onler  to  etmilale  them  t 

^By  no  niran^;  not  on  obacrvatioo  ever 
passed  of  the  kind 
I  see,  by  the  evidence  here,  that  this  reso* 

liition  was  come  to  npon  the  1 1th  of  April, 
aiui  that  then  the  Conetituliooal  Society  made 
several  adjourDmeots ;  now  the  committee  of 
conference  and  the  committee  of  co  opera- 
tion, having  met,  and  come  to  thi^  resolution, 
they  continued  to  be  committees  for  the  ob- 
jects of  conferring,  till  they  were  taken  up  ?— 
I  do  not  know  any  thinj:  of  the  meeting  of 
these  committees :  I  believe  I  attended  the 
week  after,  prohahly  two  weeks  after. 

Then,  had  you  any  reason  to  know,  or  be- 
lieve, that  these  five  persons,  who  were  de- 
puted from  your  society,  to  met- 1  tliose  who 
wera  deputed  by  the  Conetponding  Society, 
tlie  moment  tliry  were  'ippointctl  by  delega- 
tion, changed  the  objects  ot  the  society  ?— 
Undoubtedly  not. 

In  thf  flr^t  place,  wrrc  you  prr^rnt  when 
Mr.  Tooke  was  proposed  to  be  a  member  ot 
Ihif  committee  of  conference  really  am 
not  certain. 

You  have  told  me  expressly  what  the  o\t- 
jects  of  the  society  were,  in  deputing  these 
gentlemen  to  confer,  and  that  you  have  no 
reason  to  believe  they  have  departed  from 
the  same  objects  j  in  order  to  Icnow  that,  we 
will  aee  what  their  ol^ts  were  before.  You 
know  the  committee  consisted  of  Messrs. 
Joyce,  Sbarpe,  Bonney,  Pearson,  and  Wardie. 
Now  we  will  CO  hy  steps:  Were  you  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  Joyce  previous  to  the  time, 
and  up  to  the  very  *'^v,  and  hour,  that  he 
was  uppoinlod  to  coaler  with  the  other  so- 
ciety?— ^Very  well. 

Do  you  know  w^icthrr  t!ir  nhirrt^  which 
the  society  had,  and  publicly  protcssed,  were 
also  the  objects  of  Mr.  Joyce,  and  equally 

ttiblicly  profes'^cf!  by  him  ?— I  have  f-^eqiicnlly 
ad  conversation  witli  Mr.  Joyce,  and  always 
Ibund  his  opinions  moderate,  opposed  to  the 
nolence  that  eabted  in  other  people's  minds. 

Are you  now  speaking  up  to  the  very  i  ith 
of  Apru?— I  am  speaking  to  the  last  moment 
when  I  aaw  him>  which  was,  I  believe,  on 
that  day. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Siiarpe,  the  celebmicd 
enpaverP— I  do. 
Was  be  a  frequent  attendant  upoo  the  to- 

ciety? — Pretty  well. 

Ilave  yuu  been  present  either  at  the  dinner 
of  the  society  with  Mr.  Sharpe,  or  at  the 
meetings  of  the  sorifty,  when  llie  public  ob- 
jects ot  vour  society  l»ave  been  talked  of  and 
dehirted?— I  was  vei^  frequently  there,  and 
often  dined  there  before  the  society  met. 

Uave  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  Mr. 
Sharpe*t  otgeett  were  different  from  your  ob* 
jects  f^None  in  the  least. 

We  will  go  next  to  Mr  Bonney,  now  in  the 
Tower :  Had  you  seen  hun  maiiy  umes  at  the 


not  know  so  ot  much  him  as  L  do  of  Mr.  Joyc^ 
but  I  have  been  at  his  honse  several  times. 

Whether  you  ever  were  acqtiamied  with 
any  roan  of  purer  and  more  moderate  pio- 
ciples  than  Mr.  Bonney,  on  political,  and  aH 
other  bu!ije(  t>?— I  iiever  knew  .i  nmre  mo- 
derate, (juiet  luau,  in  mv  life,  iliau  Mr.  Boo* 
ney ;  it  is  his  peculiar  characteristic. 

Had  Mr.  Bonney  the  character,  ia  the  so- 
riety,  (>f  being  a  man  devoted  to  the  English 
constitution  in  its  forms? — Ue  had  the  cha- 
racter of  being  a  very  peaceable,  moderate 
man,  and  a  very  lovnt  <^nhiect. 

There  is  Mr.'Pcarson,  were  you  acquainted 
with  hfan  P—Slightly. 

Have  you  seen  him  at  the  society  f^Ycaf 
and  have  seen  him  trequentiy  since. 

Ilave  you  any  reason  to  know,  or  believe, 
that  Mr.  Pearsmi  entertained  any  design  to 
subvert  the  government,  or  to  alter  the  con^ 
slitution  ? — Nfone  at  all;  nut  the  slizhtest. 

There  is  but  one  more,  Mr.  Wardie  ? — ^Ifr, 
Wardie  I  nrvrr  v;iw  above  two  or  three  times, 
to  my  recollecUuu,  ^  a^  to  have  any  oox^ 
vemtion  with  him. 

Then  I  have  your  evidence  to  this,  that  the 
Constitutional  Society's  object  was  Reform  in 
the  House  i)f  Commons  — Nothing  else. 

And  up  to  the  1 1th  of  April,  Hiey 
pursued  thai  o!)ject  ?— Kutirtly  so. 

Mr.  ihiicuor  General. —  i  bis  is  a  repeutioo 
of  the  evidence  given. 

Mr.  Er%knic  U  is  no  repetition  at  alL 
If  any  conspiracy  bad  existed  among  those 
persons,  who  were  appointed  thus  to  confer 
together,  do  you  l)elievc  you  should  havie 
known  it?— Undoubtedly, I  miuthave  known 
it.  ' 

From  their  character,  do  you  believe  them 
capable  uf  filtering  into  such  a  con"^;'ir3fy  f* — 
I  could  never  conceive  an  idea  of  that  sort  for 
a  moment 

Mr.  neiiet  gjfwawrfs  oross-eiamined  by  Mr. 

Now,  Mr.  Symomls,  you  were  chose%  I 
think,  a<i  far  as  appears  by  the  books,  a  mem- 
ber of  this  society  upon  the  1st  of  June,  17991 
^1  do  not  know  the  date  myself,  but  thit,  I 
have  no  du  il  t,  is  about  the  time. 

You  were  either  proposed  or  seconded  by 
Mr.  Joyce  believe  I  was;  hut  not  being 
in  the  society  at  the  time,  I  have  a  very  fidnft 
recollection  of  it. 

Nuw,  then,  to  begin  with  Mr.  Joyce:  Do 
you  happen  to  know  tliat  Mr  Joyce  was  pre- 
sent when  the  address  of  the  Constitutional 
Society  to  the  National  Convention  of  Fraucau 
was  ordered  to  be  presented  by  Mr.  Fmtl  and 
Mr  RarlowF— No;  I  ^  not  knew  that  he 
was  present. 

Have  you  never  heud  that? — I  never 
heard  it. 

Are  you  much  rirquaintcd  with  Mr.  Jojyoaf 
— Pretty  much  acquainted  with  hiu. 
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And  you  moA  1»ny  you  imtr  hewi  of 

ihal  fact,  that  Mr.  Joyce  was  present  when 
Frost  and  Barlow  presented  the  address  to  the 
National  Ckuiveotion  in  France,  that  you 
sever  heard  of  that?— I  cannot  speak,  with 
CMTtainty,  that  1  have  heard  of  it. 

Tou  will  not  deny  that  you  have  heard  of 
it?^I  ralhar  think  I  never  have  beard  of  it ; 
oae'3  recoUecCkkB  ia  eoofiieed  by  hm^  read 
tbe  report. 

YoM  know  irci7  little  of  Mr.  Wardlef— 
Verjr  fittle. 

You  do  not  know  where  he  is,  at  tins  time, 
perhaps ? — No;  X  know  nothing  of  Mr. 
Vardle. 

Mr  Sharpe  ycnj  krww  very  weH  ? — Yes. 
You  were  not  with  him  when  he  called 
wpoa  a  gentlemao,  in  •  noMilioaring  ptaee, 

anrl  left  his  name,  citizen  Sharpe,  of  a  parli- 
cttkr  description,  were  you  I — No;  1  was 
not 

Mr.  Boan^,  jon  fcaow^  ^wj^inlbastaly 

Yes. 

Diii  you  ever  eee  a  drawing  of    the  road 
to  Hanover  f*— Never. 

**The  road  to  by  Hanover,"  did  yon 
tnf  see  a  drawioe  of  that  sort?— I  never 
bend  of  H  lai  this  moiMiit. 

You  came  into  the  sociol^  bi  Jtme  ItM 
I  have  no  douht  of  it. 

You  know  there  has  been  such  a  society 
m  tho  LoDta  Cofrefpoodbig  Mety  Yes, 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Hardy  ?^No. 

Have  yoa  dimd  m  oeinpany  witb  him 
lately  f — No ;  I  know  bin  now,  oolj  by  bav* 
inseeen  him  here. 

Ton  know  that  be  it  an  asaoekted  member 
of  the  Constitutional  ^Society, I  presume?— 
I  believe  that  he  i«»  but  1  do  not  Know  it  for 
certain. 

Do  not  you  know  that  in  July,  179^,  Mr. 
Hardy,  and  five  other  members  of  the  f/jndon 
Corresponding  Socie^,  woe  Maoctatrd  mem- 
hm  with  voor  club,  the  Constitational  So- 
ciety?— T  Know  that  some  persons  were  as- 
sociated members,  but  1  do  not  know  their 
names. 

Did  yon  know,  six  weeks  ags^  that  the  re- 

jolution*  of  the  London  Corretpon^^inc;  So- 
ciety, which  were  entered  upon  the  books  of 
tbo  Constitutional  Socie^,  were  entered  from 

a  draft  Mgned  "  Thomas  Hari^v,  srcirrnry/' 

in  the  band-writing  of  the  gentleman  at  Uic  I 
btrP^Uodoubtedly  I  did  not 

Did  you  know  that  the  society,  at  Sheffield, 
h^  sent  to  your  Constitutional  Society,  to  ! 
demure  that  twelve  of  their  members  might  he  ' 
associated ;  and  that  there  was  in  the  posses-  | 
5:nn  of  the '♦ecrctary  of  your  society,  a  letter 
wtih  the  haiid-wruuieollhe  gentleman  at  the  i 
bar  in  it,  prnptxing  that  assoetatloo    To  the  | 
first  part  of  sour  quettiun  I  can  only  answer, 
that  i  know  M)ine  country  sricietics  sent,  de- 
siring some  members  might  be  admitted. 

I  dhk  you,  then,  this  question— you  know 
Ibat  there  wok  ceuody  soeietiee  aiiecMted 


A.D.im.  [OS 

with  ywB?— I  remembtr  very  welt  once  being 

present,  when  one  society,  it  was  either  pro. 
posed  by  a  member  present,  or  hy  letters, 
that  some  persons,  ntembers  of  that  country 
society 

Thii  W31  before  your  time ;  lam  ippaktri'* 
of  what  happened  in  March.  Do  you  know 
any  thing  or  the  resolutions  of  tlie  socielj 
previous  to  June,  with  rrsprrt  to  Paine's 
works,  with  respect  to  the  association  of  the 
SbsAold  people,  or  tits  Norwich  people  ' 
No. 

Or  the  Southwark  people— the  repre«ienta« 
tivc  governmeot  j>eople  .> — The  Southwark 
people,  I  am  pretty  sure  not— my  miml  is 
confused  about  the  Sheffield  and  Norwich 
people— I  have  some  idea  about  some  coun- 
try soeietios. 

Upon  the  I6ih  of  April,  \T93.  perhaps  you 
know  that  your  societv  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Norwich  societies,  telling  them  that  there 
was  nothing  to  be  expected  from  the  king, 
nothing  to  he  expected  from  parliament;  and 
that  the  only  remedy  the  puldic  could  ktav^ 
would  be  by  a  convention  of  the  people,  by 
dele^qte^  from  the  different  sucietiosf— loor* 
taiaiy  know  something  of  that. 

Then  I  beg  to  ask  you,  do  you  know  whose 
hand-wrilinz  that  draft  is?  (showing  it  to  the 
wiU)ess.)~No,  I  do  not;  1  never  saw  this 
paper  before. 

Vott  are  a  gentleman  studying  tiio  iaw-^ 
did  you  ever  see  the  l»>rtpr  th  it  was  sent  is 
Norwich  about  this  convention  ? — Never  to 
my  knowledge. 

I  ask  yo*i,  then,  if  you  had  seen  3  letter 
from  this  society,  statins,  that  tliere  was  to 
be  no  remedy  from  tile  king,  ami  nono  firooi 
the  parliament,  hut,  from  a  convention  such 
as  i  have  been  descrihin^  to  y(ju.  wuuM  you 
liave  remained  in  that  society  Undoubledly 
if  they  set  aside  the  authority  of  the  kine, 
or  the  authority  of  the  parliament,  I  shmira 
not  -  but,  if  they  held  out,  that  the  parlia- 
ment was  likely  to  Iw  iniluenord  by  a  <'enersl 
racftin'jof  the  people,  and  the  genenu  voice 
of  the  people,  conveyed  m  that  way  to  par- 
llament,  1  should  have  thought  it  a  proper 
object. 

Then  I  ask  you  again,  if  a  letter  had  been 
sent  from  the  society,  tu  your  knowledge, 
apontlie  ti^th  of  April,  1793,  that  meant  more 
than  that  ?— Undoubtedly  I  sbouM  not  beive 
consented  to  it*  . 

And  yoo  would  not  have  stud  in  the  so- 
ciety— now  you  were  a  member  of  this  society 
as  early  as  June,  I79'i;  you  have  heard,  no 
doubt,  of  tlie  address  of  the  London  Corres- 
ponding .Society,  tu  the  National  Convention 
of  Fraiitt? — 1  have  heani  of  it;  I  have 
iieard  more  ot  it  here  than  any  where  else. 

That  address,  you  see,  was  sent  to  the  Nn* 
tional  Convention,  in  Ocloher  or  November, 
]79!i.  When  that  address  was  sent, did  vou 
know  that  your  society,  or  any  members  or  1^ 
had  had  any  thing  to  do  with  it? — if  1  recol- 
l^^^t  right,  I  was  confined  witb  iUneas  at  thai 
tunc. 
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Give  me  leave  thea  tb  Mk  you,  whether 
you  knew  that  Mr.  Hardy  had  sent  to  Mr. 
Tooke  a  letter,  to  desire  bis  advice  about  a 
declaration  to  the  Convention  of  Fiaaco  I 
knew  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Did  you  ktiow  iliat  Mr.  Tooke  had  cor- 
lecUd  Mid  settled  the  constitution  of  tbeXoD- 
don  Corresponding  Society? —Not  tili  I 
beard  it  here. 

Did  yon  know  that  Mr.  Margaroi  had 
vrittea  to  Mr.  Tooke,  relative  to  a  declara- 
tion to  the  Convention  of  France  ?— I  did  not. 

You  knew  nothing  of  that  all  the  time  you 
^«re  in  the  tocicty  F— .No. 

You  wwe  a  member  of  the  society  when 
Ibe  Constitutional  bocieiy  e«eiit  an  address  to 
the  National  Convention  of  France  f— I  be- 
lieve 1  was. 

Did  you  happen  to  be  ill  at  that  time  ?— 
I  leoouect  nothmg  about  it,  and  from  what 
cause  I  cannot  tell,  whetlier  I  did  not  attend, 
or  wliLit,  I  recollect  having  seen  it  in  public. 

1  do  not  put  to  you  a  question  upon  the 
oenlents  of  the  address,  hut  I  adcyou,  if  that 
address  had  contained  sentiments  going 'be- 
yond yours,  as  you  have  explained  them, 
with  reference  to  the  letter  of  the  16th  of 
April,  would  you  bavc  continued  lobe- 
long  to  that  society? — If  the  address  merely 
applied  to  the  state  of  France,  I  certainly 
sfiould  have  agreed  in  stronger  language  re- 
garding France  than  regarding  England,  be* 
caube  1  think  tlM;ir  case  required  strong 
measures. 

But  if  it  had  relation  to  the  state  of  Eng- 
land, you  would  nut  have  gone  to  tliat 
length  .''— By  no  means,  they  are  different 

cases. 

Did  you  ever  read  a  letter  from  the  editor 
of  the  Patriot,  at  She£bcid,  in  the  |)o!>scsbion 
of  Mr.  Adams  1^1  have  no  recollection  of  it. 

Were  you  privy  to  an  answer  being  pre- 
pared to  that  letter,  which  has  any  part  of  it 
in  the  hand-writing  of  the  gentleman  at.the 
bar,  which  states  that  infantneedom is  maJb> 
102  herculean  dlurts  ? 

Mr.  JBnfcintf.— >Take  the  letter  itself. 

Mr.  Attorney  GentraL—l  will  take  the 
words  of  the  letter. 

Mr.  Tooke. —  lake  the  words  in  my  liand- 
writing. 

Mr.  Attorney  Gtnerul.—T)'H\  you  ever  sec 
or  know  that  there  was  such  a  letter  sent  by 
the  society—*'  We  are  brothers  in  auction 
with  you,  with  the  freemen  of  Shefliekl,  of 
StockiKirt,  and  of  the  whole  world— freedom, 
though  an  infant,  make;)  herculean  efforts, 
and  the  vipers  Aristocracy  and  Monarchy  are 
panting  and  writhing  under  its  grasp?  May 
success,  peace  and  happiness  attend  tliose  ef- 
forts.'*—Did  you  know  that  sneb  a  letter  as 
that  \va<  M  lit  truin  \  out  society?— No,  I  have 
no  recollection  ol  it. 

Did  you  know  that  the  words  "  success," 
and"  those  efforts."  were  in  the  hand-writing 
of  the  gcnilemaa  at  tbebarl-No^l  J^w 
nothing  about  it. 
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You  have  told  me,  before,  you  knew  no- 
thing of  the  letter  of  the  IQtb  o£  April*  17  9& 
— when  did  you  first  know  that  Mr.  Frost, 
in  his  address  to  the  National  Convention^ 
had  told  the  president,  that  he  hoped  they 
would  soon  send  ainbas^dors  to  a  Natioi^ 
Convention  in  Englandi*— I  did  not  kqow 
that  Mr.  Frohl  had  said  that  till  this  moment. 

Did  ^ou  know  that  Mr.  Adams  Ivad,  in  bis 
possession,  an  account  from  Mr.  Frost,  stat* 
ug,  that  he  bad  said  that  to  the  National 
Convention,  when  he  presented  the  address 
of  the  Con.^titutk>aal  Society? — No,  I  did 
not;  I  rather  think  all  .these  transaction^ 
took  place  at  the  time  I  was  confined  Sotu^ 
weeks  in  bed. 

Did  you  know  tliat  the  president  of  tha 
National  Convention  had  returned  an  answer 
to  Frost  and  lUrlow,  stating  to  Lheoi,  tiiat  b^ 
hoped  the  Fren«)lt  wovdd  soon  send  ambaar 
sauors  to  a  National  Convention  in  Englandf 
— This  is  tl)e  first  time  I  have  heard  ot  it. 

Then,  of  course,  you  did  not  know  that  Mf. 
Adams  bad  his  possession,  as  secretaiy  of 
your  society,  a  letter,  stating,  that  the  presi- 
dent of  the  N-alional  Convention  had  dupe  ail 
this  r->Undoubtedly  not. 

When  your  society  came  to  a  resolution  of 
thanks  to  Barjow  and  Frost,  were  ypu  aware 
tliat  these  transactions  I  am  now  stating  had 
passed  in  the  National  (k>nve^tio|i  in  Frapcet 
— Iwas  not  aware  of  anyparticular  transaction. 

But,  being  presuit,  you  permitted  it  tp 
pass  And  perlMpa  I  mi||bt  ev^m  -have  oon- 
scntcd  in  a  more  direct  way,  because,  as  they 
wept  oyer  lu  exprejbs  the  approbation  ol'  manjr 
friends  of  freedom  in  this  country,  to  ^he  piii|- 
ciples  of  freedom,  if  they  had  executed  their 
commission  I  should  have  tbo)^t  tbcQf  (^a- 
served  ihani^s. 

You  were  not,  I  think,  indeed  I  am  pretty 
sure  you  were  not  of  the  society  when  the  ad- 
dress went  to  tile  Jacobins ;  you  know  that 
was  when  thev  had  a  king  in  France?— I 
rather  think  fb^t  «aa  before  I  was  in  Uke 
society. 

YoM  know  notbing,  thciefore,  of  that  ad- 
dress ? — I  do  not. 

llow  long  was  it,  after  the  10th  of  August, 
that  your  society  set  about  addressing  ibe 
National  Convantion  do  not  raooUeet  tbs 
dates  at  all. 

Did  you  ever  see  the  address  of  tiie  Loudon 
Corresponding  Society,  to  the  people  of  £iif - 
land,  of  the  Cth  of  August,  1792?— I  may 
have  seen  it,  but  1  have  no  recollection  of  it. 

Did  you  ever  kpow,  that  upon  the  of 
August,  179S,  Ibtfdy  or  Margarot  had  sept  to 
Mr.  Tooke  a  copy  of  that  address,  desiring 
bis  opinion  of  it  i — I  know  noUuiig  about  it. 
.  You  know  notbing  of  all  that;  you,  of 
course,  knew  nnthing  of  the  actual  proceed- 
ings of  the  Scotch  Convention,  in  11  Qui— Ho, 
nothing  but  fiwn  the  public  papers. 

Do  you  remember  ever  to  have  seen  in 
the  possession  of  Mr.  Adams,  or  ever  to  have 
heard  in  point  of  faci,  that  there  was,  in  tba 
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5os.«rssion  of  Mr.  Ariam?,  a  letter  from  Mr. 
ktrvmgj  representlD»,  that  the  Scotch 
OMiireation  woald,  in  ^eet,  die  vrnf,  unless 
your  Societies  in  London  sent  them  dele- 
gates ^— No,  I  know  nothing  about  that. 

Margarot  was,  yoo  know,  an  asiocmted 
nember  of  your  society?— He  may  bsre  been 
hot  I  do  not  know  it. 

Mr.  Gerrald,  jitrliaps  you  know,  was  an 
iHedated  member  of  your  sdciety  ?— It  is  im- 
po««ible  for  mv  to  tell  who  were  members. ' 

But  whether  Margarot  and  Gerrald  were, 
er  not,  associated  members  of  your  society ; 
perhaps  you  know,  in  Hk  t,  that  they  were 
Hhe  delegates  from  the  London!  orrcsnondiiig 
Society  to  the  Scotch  Convention  ?— I  do  not 
kuomj  from  my  own  knowledge— 1  oAly  know 

from  puMir  rfpnrt'; 

Do  you  kuuw  who  j)ropo&cd  Mr.  Martin 
la  be  a  member  of  tbis  society  i—l  do  not 
know. 

You  do  not  know,  then,  that  the  ^ntle« 
van  at  tbe  bar  proposed  Mr.  Marunf— I 
bare  heard  it. 

Po«MMy  yoti  have  seen  the  prorpedin^^s  at 
the  Globe  Uvcrii,  upon  the  aoih  oJ  January? 
—I  have  heard  of  them  here. 

l>id  yon  know  thai  such  proceedings  had 
yassed  on  the  20th  of  January,  at  the  Globe 
tmn,  belbre  tbey  became  the  subject  of 
tery  public  conversation  and  notoriety  .'—I 
knew  there  was  a  meeting,  but  1  did  not 
now  what  took  place;  and  I  heard  that 
ttere  were  some  slroni;  resolutions,  but  I 
did  not  know  what  m  fact  had  taken  place. 

Were  yuu  present  at  that  society  upon  the 
ITtb  of  January,  1794  ^•->You  may  bring  it  to 
myrccullcclitjn  hy  circumstances. 

There  were  some  resolutions,  that  a  stii> 
dent  of  the  Temple  may  not  like  to  hear  of— 
when  law  becomes  an  mstrument  of  opprcs- 
sioD ;  and  Jefferies  and  the  like :  you  know 
what  I  am  speaking  of?— I  was  not  present. 

Did  you  ever  see  the  rough  dmft  of  these 
lesohitions  ?—So. 

Not  being  present,  you  cannot  tell  me, 
perhaps,  whether  Mr.  Gerrald  took  Ihe  chair, 
up(  n  VIr.  Tooke's  walking  out  of  it!"— I  do 
noi  rccoiicct  ever  seeing  Mr.  Gerrald  in  the 

Were  you  present  upon  the  94th  of  Janu- 

arr,    1704,  when  there  wi^  a  resolution, 
*'  tliat  the  uiost  exceileni  iulflress,"  without  I 
any  date—"  the  most  excellent  address  of  I 
the  London  Correspondini:  Society,  be  in-  [ 
serted  io  the  books. of  tins  society:''  and 
^lien  a  great  deal  of  reasonincf  whether  the 
parliament  shoulil  be  lcrnjc<T  his  majesty's 

Earliainent,  his  faithhi)  parlimient,  and  f>is 
onnurable  parliament,  and  so  oii  f — I  was  not 
present. 

You  cannot  therefore  recollect  tlie  rcso- 
lotion  —  "  The  London  Corresponding  So- 
ci^  have  deserved  well  of  their  country  P" 

Your  curiosity  perhaps  mav  l-ive  led  you 
'19  bare  vcad  the  resolutions  ui  Uic  20Lh  of 


Jantiary,  ^inre  the  circnnistanccs  which  have 
lately  happened  with  respect  to  these  socie- 
ties r — I  nave  heard  much  of  them  here 

and  cl.sewhere,  btil  have  not  read  them. 

From  all  you  have  heard  of  them,  should 
yon  havethought  that  society  had  deserved  well 
of  their  country?—!  must  have  a  more  acct]« 
rate  idea  of  the  prorrrdin^^s  of  the  <orif>ty 
before  1  could  ^ve  tU  tl  approbation  ol  them. 

I  take  for  granted  you  did  not  know  tiiat 
your  society  paid  Thclwall  f*:r  O.SOO  addresses 
of  the  Loxkdon  Corresponding  Society  ?— X  did 
not 

You  did  not  know  that  Adams  hn']  p  lid, 
upon  the  request  of  any  body  wtialevcr,  six 
guineas  to  Thelwal],  to  reimburse  him  for 
3,500  addresses  of  the  London  Correspond- 
ing Socie^;— yon  know  nothing  of  tmit?— 
No. 

Do  yon  recollect  a  communication  from 

the  Corre-pn nixing  Society  tliat  they  were  to 
hav£  a  oieeling  upon  the  llth  of  April  ? — I 
do  not  recollect  that— 'Do  ymi  mean  the 
last  14th  of  April. 

llieir  conununication  with  your  society 
that  tiicy  were  to  have  a  meeting  upun  tiie 
14th  of  April? — No,  I  know  nothing  of  that. 

Did  you  know  thatThelwall  was  an  a?«!o- 
ciated  member  of  your  society? — I  believe 
he  was. 

T  ask  you,  did  you,  whilst  you  rtmaincl 
a  member  of  the  society,  know  that  Thcl- 
wall was  a  member  of  it  ?— I  cannot  say 
that  I  did,  of  my  own  knowledge ;  I  thought 

he  was. 

Did  you  know  that  Margaret  was  ? — I  do 
not  know  what  you  mean  hy  know ;  doyott 
mean  looked  at  the  books  and  saw  their 
names  entered  ? 

No;  whether  you  knew,  by  any  sourceit 
of  information,  that  Thelwall  was  a  member, 
Marpnrot  a  member,  Martina  member,  Sin- 
clair a  member,  and  Gerrald  a  member?— 
I  knew  Martin  and  Sinclair  were  members* 

And  Mr.  Gerntld  ? — 1  did  not  know, 

Mr.  Margaroti' — I  did  not  know. 

Did  yoQ  know  that  tbe  Sodetr  fbr  Con- 
stitutional Information  printed  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Paine  to  Mr.  Dundas?— Yes,  I  did. 

Did  you  know  that  the  London  Corres- 

Knding  Society  printed  the  letter  of  Mr. 
ine  to  the  people  of  France  for  the  u'-f  nf 
persons  in  England  ?— ^o,  I  did  aul  know 
that. 

Did  you  know  that  Mr.  Joel  Harlow  cent  a 
letter  to  voiir  society  upon  the  6lh  of  Uctober, 
I79i.  relative  to  his  publication  of  a  letter  to 

the  National  Convention  of  France  ;  tiialyou 

thanked  biui,  and  ordered  the  resolutions 
to  he  jmlJi-licd  in  the  papers? — Ves,  I  know 
that. 

And  did  yon  know  ihc  contrnls  of  Mr. 
Barlow's  letter  ? — I  have  a  general  recollec- 
tion of  them  now. 

Mr.  Aitorn,y  Geiiers/.— I  shall  ask  you  no 

n\cro  fj  icstions. 
Mi.  Krskine, — Nor  shall  I. 
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liettteDant-Color.r]  John   Money  SWOTD.^ 

Kxauiiiicd      Mr.  Tooke. 

I  have  but  two  or  three  questioos  to  ask 
you,  beetiiie  I  sball  not  ask  you  aajr  tbing 

which  I  think  ^oii  do  not  know— >Y<M1  bave 
been  in  the  service  of  France? — Yes. 

At  what  time  did  vou  enter  into  the  ser- 
vice of  France? — ^Befo  it  niy  commissioD 

siffned  by  the  king  of  France  and  the  Mare- 
scrial  de  Camp  General  m  tlie  armies  of 


At  what  date  did  you  first  enter?— Thif  is, 
I  think,  Uie  I8lh  of  Jul^,  1799. 

At  what  time  did  yun  quittbsamictf— 
When  I  heard  that  this  OQUatiy  WSS  likely  to 

be  at  war  with  France. 

What  dale  was  lliat?— Tiie  '23ih  of  Decem- 
ber, 1701. 

As  sfKinas  you  heard  that  this  country  was 
likely  to  be  at  war  wtlh  France,  you  very 
booounbly  qiutted  the  service  did. 

But,  tip  to  that  time,  did  yon  think  that 
you  were  acUn^  the  part  of  a  loyal  sulyect? 
—I  certainly  did,  or  I  bad  not  gone  into  the 
French  service;  1  knew  very  well  that  a 
Commercial  Treaty  t.i»!>'«i'?trd  between  this 
country  and  France ;  i  hdd  the  approhaUua 
of  my  f  riends  before  I  went,  and  I  came  from 
thciu  r  <he  moment—— 

Lord  Chiet  Justice  JSyre. — We  are  not  in> 
quiring  into  your  CMidtict. 

Mr  'r<x>ke.—l  want  a Teiytbort  answer,  to 
a  verv  bhurt  question. 

Colonel  Ifra^w— I  will  give  you  as  short  an 
answer  ai  you  pleaae,  or  aa  long  an  (me  as 
you  please. 

Mr.  TooAe.— VVhethcr  after  your  return  to 
Enfl^andintheyear  1799,  you  waited  upon  the 

set  retLiries  uf  state,  lord  (Jrenville,  and  Mr. 
Dun(ia!>  i  —  The  instant  I  arrived  iti  £ng> 
land  I  waited  upon  Mr.  Dundas:  I  wrote 
bimaaote. 

I  do  not  want  to  know  particulars. — Did 
you  receive  any  reproaches  from  either  ut 
the  secretaries  of  »tate  for  havinc  been  in 
the  French  senriee  up  to  that  peiioa  in  179S  i 
—I  did  not 

Have  you  linee  that  been  at  Court?— I 
have. 

And  you  have  been  receive4  j^aciously  by 
the  king  ?— Very  graciously. 

Lord  Ohief  Justice  Eyre. — Not  one  word 
of  this  is  evidence;  1  shall  strike  out  every 

yrord  of  it. 

Mr.  Tooke.— Will  your  lordship  be  SO  kind 
as  to  tell  me  what  is  evidence,  and  then  I  will 
give  that  wluch  will  be  evidenee. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Ifyre.— The  conduct  of 

colonel  .Money  is  not  under  our  considera- 
tion :  whether  he  acted  right  or  wrong— whe- 
ther he  was  approved  of  by  the  secretary  of 
state  and  the  kmg,  or  disapproved  nf,  is  no- 
thing to  \hr  present  inquiry. 

Mr.  Twkt.~-Sy  endeavouring  to  be  short, 
perhaps  my  object  is  not  perceived. 

)Lord  Chief  JufUea  fjrn.-'If  then  ia  any 


thing  that  connects  you  with  any  cucum- 
stance  that  coneeraa  coknel  Hooey  than  it 

will  be  eridence. 

Mr.  My  oiycct  is  this^that  in 

some  monfli,  I  do  not  know  which,  wbethi^ 

July,  August,  October,  or  when,  certain  suh- 
scriolions  or  letters  of  mine,  declaring  an  ap- 
probation,  or  intention  to  ^ve  assistance  (for 
none  was  given)  to  France,  appear  to  me  to 
have  been  spoken  of  as  if  they  were  after  th« 
war  commenced ;  now,  it  seems  to  be  much 
stronger  in  the  case  of  a  man  who  has  the 
approbation  of  the  king  and  the  pecretaries  of 
State  who  had  actually  been  in  the  French 
feettiee,  tluui  a  proposal  to  i^ve  some  ehoea 
to  the  soldiers,  which  never  were  given. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — If  your  point 
was  to  show  when  the  war  commenced,  ro 
ftril  nay  be  proper,  because  in  that  date 
your  rase  may  he  implicated ;  but  whether 
colonel  Money  acted  right  or  wrong,  whether 
baa  oondoel  was  approved  or  fKaappiovadt 
cannot  touch  your  case. 

Mr.  Tvitke, — No,  surely,  that  was  not  mj 
object;  I  OMant to  have  Ihe joint beneit  af 
showing  what  were  the  opinions  of  this  gen* 
llcman  and  the  secretaries  of  state  relative  to 
ttic  comnicncemcnt  of  the  warj  aiuljoinins 
that  evidence  with  the  kin^s  speeches,  both 

before  hik)  afttr  this  time,  T  thooj^ht  that  I 
should  i>atu>ty  auv  rea^ooabie  ininti  tiiat  I 
oould  not  know  what  nobody  else  did ;  but» 
if  it  is  wrong,  I  have  lost  but  little  lirae,  t 
will  not  pursue  it — I  bavo  no  more  qutstiuna 
to  ask  colonel  Money. 

■         Miuwell.  CMi.  sworn. — £xamiaed  by 
Mr."^* 


may  say 


Do  you  k-now  Mr.  Ilornc  Tooke  ? — I  4o. 

How  long  have  you  known  htm? — IlMVa 
known  him.  ever  since  the  year  t793. 

Where  did  you  first  become 
with  him  r— At  Wimbledon 

Did  you  visit  him  there  f — I  did. 

Had  you  ever  any  opportunity  in  conse- 
quence of  those  visitsnf  knowing  hia  political 
sentiments  ?— I  had. 

Confidentially  ?— Yes,  I  Ihiuk  I 
confidentially. 

^^'hat  davs  did  you  visit  Mr  Tooka  I  Ca» 
nerally,  I  think,  on  a  Sunday. 

What  passed  upon  those  occanoni,  as  rela- 
tive to  the  particular  subject  which  brings  us 
here  ? — It  woiihl  be  difhruU  for  me  to  stale 
every  thing  liiat  has  passed  u|H>n  those  occa* 
sions. 

I  mean  any  prominent  circumsiancr  that 

(our  mmd  sug^ts  to  you  al  this  momenta- 
have  heard  Mr.  TooVe  say  that  be  ^Mip- 
provcd  of  universal  suffrage;  I  have  heard 
him  argue  against  it  in  the  presence  of  a  hw 
confidential  A'icnds. 

Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Toolceaay  any  thing 
with  regard  to  the  means  of  accomplishing  a 
parliamentary  reform  ?— I  have. — 1  remcmb«|r 
to  have  heard  him  say,  that  ha  tboin|il  It 
might  be  a  proper  thing  for  lona  gaaflM^ 
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vlio  were  present,  tnd  such  others  as  might 
approve  ot  the  x)hn,  to  stand,  whenever  any 
opportantty  offered,  fur  the  clusc  boroughs : 
and  if  they  did  not  succeed  in  bein*;  returned 
to  prliamem,  that  then  they  shoult!  petition, 
la  order  to  expose  all  the  absurdities  and  ini- 
fdtiet  tttmtnff  the  eleetion  at  «ueh  bo- 
foughs  at)d  bv  xhnx  mrin=  to  induce  a  majo- 
rity of  both  Huu^es  ot  parliament,  and  the 
barmigh  proprietors,  through  shame,  to  agree 
to  a  reform  » lha  reptme&tatun  of  the  Cmn- 
mons  House 

Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Tooke  offer  any  cx- 
fmrioB  hoetile  to  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  or  to  the  king's  person  ? — I  wrvrv  did. 

Or  to  the  hereditary  office  of  the  peers  in 
tUfim  of  Lords  f-^Mor  to  tho  henditary 
c'Tirc  <  f  the  peeit  Id  the  Hooae  of  Lovdsl 
anrer  did. 

.   I  .   ACmk'/Z,  esq.— Euouncd  by  Mr. 

Tooke. 

Whether  tiicre  were  any  gentiemcn  at  my 
HMe  that  day,  when  this  proposal  was  made 
hj  mr,  of  ^trindinc^  for  all  tlip  pocl-rrt  bf>- 
ruugb&,  who  consented  to  stand  when  Uie  bo- 
va^^ha  bosMHo  ^vacast  ^-^•nkcra  waa  ono'coii' 
tented. 

Do  von  recollect  biaoalBer—Jltfr.  Walker, 
iA  Manchester. 
Do  yoa  locoliect  any  other       do  Mt  to- 

callert  anv  other  vho  consentcf?. 

Did  yuu  yourseit  take  it  tor  consideration? 
^  appnrred  of  tba  lhiDg»  add  took  it  for 

mm       Maxwell,  esq. — Cross-examined  li;^ 
Mr.  Attorn^  General. 

Toil  are  M  doctor  MoawaU,  are  jou?— I 

am  not. 

May  I  presume  to  ask  joH  where  you  live  i 
^  !M  \  Vesidenoe  ia  in  the  oonily  of  Lioiithgow, 
in  Si^tland. 

On  what  oeea^oo  did  yoaeome  tip  to  town 

in  1793  ? — I  generally  am  in  town  every  year. 

Vo!i  did  not  hs'ppento  dine  at  Mr  Tooke's 
at  any  time  towards  the  close  of  the  year  1793  ? 
«-I  ifw  not  aocpiauiled  with  Mr.Tooko  otthat 

M^Mmdl,  esq.— Re-oianuQed  by  Mr. 

Tooke. 

A<!  vo«  are  not  doctor  Maxwell,  I  beg  to 
know  what  trade  or  profession  you  are  of? — I 
am  of  no  tfido  or  profession. 

Whether  yon  ore  o  clerk  in  any  office  P-^ 
Ko.  lam  not. 

Whether  you  are  any  gentNlnia**  aarvant  P 

Whether  you  have  servants  of  your  own  ?— 
Yes,  I  have. 

Mr.  Attommi  Otneral. — I  asked  whether 
lie  Kk-as  du(  tor  Maxwell,  because  there  was  a 
doctor  Maxwell,  I  see,  a  member  of  theCon- 
illuiliumtl  Society. 

Mr  Tioke  —Wn  tas  pntieiBin  in  a  veiy 

difTerf-nt  station. 
VUL.  XXV. 
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Zdmard  May^  esq.  swom.~£xamuied  hjf 
Mr.  £fafcjae. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Ilurne  Tooke  ? — Yes. 
How  k>ng  have  you  known  hiaaf— Better 
than  two  years. 
Are  you  a  member  of  the  Cunstitntional 

Society  ? — I  am  a  mrmbcr  of  no  soc  iety  al  all. 

Yoar  aomiatutance  with  Mr.  Tooke  is  of 
conrao  hi  pnvate  Kfe  F— Entirely  «o. 

Have  you  been  intimate  with  him  ? — Yes — 
Mr.  Tooke  often  dined  at  myhonsc.andl  at 
his,  And  not  being  a  iticitilicr  of  cither  of  the  so- 
cieltes,  I  wishtodto  know  his  principles ;  we  have 
often  talked  very  freely ;  1  [>a%'o  fr(  qucntly 
asked  bis  smtiments  upon  politics ,  he  has 
onMannhr  tetd  me  he  wished  well  both  fo  the 
king  and  the  aristocracy  of  this  roiifilry  ;  lliat 
tbe  only  change  he  wislied  was  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  The  kst  conversation  I  bad 
witli  Mr.  Tooke  was  in  the  street,  a  Veiy 
short  time  before  he  was  taken  up. 

Upon  these  subjects,  did  you  find  Mr. 
Took6  a  man  looee  and  mating  in  his  opioieii^ 
or  was  he  strnf^y  to  one  opiruon,  ana  to  one 
purpose?'— I  found  hiro  both  when  be  had 
ormfc  a  great  deal  of  wine,  and  when  per- 
ferily  sober  in  the  mornins:,  uniformly  f  on- 
sistent  with  the  same  principles,  i  have 
heard  him  reprobate  the  introduction  of 
i^na^a  frintiples  here,  aaying,  that  this 
country  was  not  fit  for  a  republic;  that  the 
only  thing  he  wanted  was  a  parliamentan*  re- 
form; aim  he  also  told  me  that  he  retuiad 
being  0  dde^ale  to  the  Scotch  convention. 

JSdmvrd  May,  esq.— Cross-exaiiuned.  hy 
M.t.  Attorney  General. 

Do  I  rightly  undcr«»tand  you,  that  in  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Tooke  you  luive  licard  lum 
reproh.ne  Mr.  Paine's  principles  ^ — llcprobate 
the  introduction  of  his  principles  here,  and  [ 
have  also,  to  tbe  best  of  my  recollection, 
heard  him  mj  that  he  refilled  being  a  dele* 
gala  10  <he  Sralcb  eonvention. 

WUhom  Tooke  Hartcood,  esq.  swomy-^Eia>- 
mined  by  Mr.  Erskine. 

You  ar^  I  believe,  an  oflker  in  tbe  anqj? 

— I  am. 

(Jf  what  regiment  ?— The  ninth  of  dragooni. 

Of  what  ruik  ^  -( 'iptain  of  a  trOOp  in  tho 
ninth  regiment  of  dragoons. 
Do  yon  know  Mr.  Tooke  P'-Most  int!> 

matcly. 

How  long  hive  you  known  him  ? — My 
uucle  introduced  rue  lu  liim  about  six  ^ears 
ago,  whohaa  likewise  n  great  friendship  for 

him. 

In  consequence  of  that  iniroductic  n,  and 
your  uncle's  fHendship,  that  intimacy  grew 
between  you  ? — ll  did. 

Have  you  been  in  the  course  of  visiting  him 
much  ?— Frequently,  from  day  to  day. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  it  has  happened 
to  you  in  ronfequence  of  that  intimacy,  to 
have  had  conversation  with  Mr.  Tooke  upon 

S  F 
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ra^uy  diilereot  subject&;  whether,  ^  among 
others*  you  haveeverconf  ersed  with  nim  apon 
political  suhjecisf—Certunly,  it  wis  bis  ge- 

ncral  thcmo. 

Arc  )  ou  ahle  to  inform  the  gentlemen  of 
the  iury  what  his  sentiments  were  upon  poli- 
tical subjects,  as  applicable  to  this  country 
and  its  government  He  had  the  highest  ve- 
neration for  this  government  in  Kinet  Lords, 
;ind  Comtncns,  nut  he  !>aid  the  llou'^c  ot 
Commons  wanted  a  reform ;  that  there  were 
a  great  number  of  boroogh- mongers,  who 
ouglit  to  be  made  ashamed  of  themseU'es ; 
that  that  part  of  the  representation  oucbi  to 
be  reforoied,  and  there  were  no  other  atediis 
if  reformiDg  it,  but  by  application  to  them- 
s  elves,  and  continual  applications,  till  they 
«  ere  made  ashamed,  and  had  done  it* 

Do  you  remember  any  profxwition  of  Mr. 
Tcoke  to  try  to  accomplish  this  purpose,  and 
in  what  wayf — He  made  a  proposal  to  a 
greit  number  of  friends,  that  tney  should  all 
stand  for  the  d  i  Be  rent  rotten  Jwrougfaay  and 
tiiat  ench  should  petition  aramst  the  mem- 
bers who  nu|;ht  be  supposed  to  have  bought 
the  original  interest  of  it.  I  proposed  myself 
to  be  one,  I  ^JLiiuve  Mr.  Maxwell  was  ano< 
tber,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Manchester,  another, 
and  I  believe  there  were  some  othenwho 
were  very  desirous  of  doing  it;  he  said,  by 
this  means  only  we  could  ever  expect  a  re- 
form ;  and  it  was  only  by  such  a  reibrm  tliat 
we  could  ever  expect  any  good  to  tbis  coun- 
try. 

Was  Mr.  Home  Tooke  uniform,  steady, 
and  firm  in  those  principlet    Ym;  in  every 

thing  I  ever  heard  him  say  or  do 

You  never  found  him  taking  up  a  senti- 
ment one  day,  and  laying  it  down  tbe  next  ? 
—Never. 

WURam  Tooke  Harwood,  esq.  cfoea>esamined 

by  Mr.  Attomty  General. 

I  believe  it  appears  by  the  ron^iiiutional 
Society's  book,  that  you  are  a  memtier  of 
that  society  F — I  am* 

Is  not  your  name  William  Todce  Har- 
wood ? — Yes. 

it  appears  by  the  book  that  you  were  pre- 
sent upon  the  S3rd  of  March,  1709.  Do  you 
rcrolltct  (  crt  tin  resolutions  from  Sheflield, 
with  a  rchuliiUun  of  the  Constitutional  So- 
ciety upon  them,  and  an  association  of  twelve 
members  from  Sheffield  with  yowr  society  ? — 
I  think  I  remember  the  association  of  twelve 
member*;  what  the  lesoluUons  are,  unless  I 
heard  them,  I  cannot  tell. 

You  sicned  thrm,  I  believe,  as  chairman? 
— If  I  did  I  will  tell  yuu.  [ik  hook  shvan  to 
the  vi/ncss).  Tliat  is  iny  writing. 

YvM  were  present,  I  belicvk-,  aUn,  as  the 
book  informs  ine,  when  your  aM:iciy  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  society  of  the  FrMnas  of  tbe 
rcoplc?— I  btlif  vc  1  was. 

Are  you  a  member  of  the  society  of  the 
Friends  of  the  People  f-^No,  1  an\  not. 
Do  you  recollect  the  answer  tbtt  was  sent 


by  lord  John  Russell  to  your  society  No^ 
I  do  not  recollect  what  it  was. 

You  never  read  it  perhaps dire  say  I 
did  at  the  time,  but  I  have  forgotten  it  again. 

Do  you  recollect  an  application  from  Nor* 
wich,  which  was  read  in  the  Constitutions! 
Society  npo"  the  4tli  of  May,  179?,  for  asso- 
ciating twelve  pcrt>uni>  at  I^orwich  with  yuttr 
society? — think  1  do. 

You  have  no  clohbl,  that  application  waf- 
made,  and  that  then  they  were  associated  f — 
I  think  they  were. 

You  were  present  also,  I  believe,  upon  the 
1 1th  of  May,  179?,  when  an  address  was  re» 
solved  upon  to  the  Jacobins  in  France? — Thai 
I  am  not  certain  of. 

Your  name  appears  here;  you  have  hearA 
of  such  an  address? — I  have. 

Have  3raii  any  doubt  that  the  eeciety  seni 
one? — Really  I  do  not  know  ;  I  was  not  the 
instrument  of  serKling  one,  nor  do  I  know 
how  it  was  conveyed,  so  I  cannot  sa^. 

Nor  do  not  know  the  contanta  tai^f—Vo, 
I  do  not 

You  know  tliat  Mr.  Vame  was  a  member 
•f  your  society  ?— He  was. 

And  Mr.  Barkm  toof— AfthoBonij  neoN ' 
her. 

Do  you  know  of  tbe  proceedings  of  your, 
society  about  the  publishing  Barlow's  works, 
and  Paifie's  works ' — I  do  not  remenyber  them 
at  this  moment,  we  approved  of  y  ir lot  them, 
and  part  we  disapproved. 

What  part  you  approver!,  and  what  part 
you  disapproved,  1  take  tor  granted,  will  ap- 
pear in  tbe  resolutions  of  your  sodetyf— 
Very  probably. 

Do  you  recollect  that  Mr.  Tooke  was  to 
•tend  the  address  to  the  Jacobins  at  Paris  f — 
No,  I  donot. 

Were  you  present  when  the  address  of  tb© 
London  Corresponding  Society  was  agitated^ 
whether  it  was  a  proper  thine  to  be  Nnt  fi 
the  Nationni  Convention of  lwKe?—-NQ^  t 
was  not  present. 

Did  yen  know  that  two  penooa  ef  the 
London  Correspondini:  Society,  Margarot  and 
Hardy,  had  consulted  Mr.  Tooke  aoottt  that 
address^ — I  did  not. 

Did  you  know  that  Margarot  was  an  litao^ 
rialcd  member  of  your  society?— I  have  seen 
him  there,  and,  thereAire,  I  dare  say  he  was, 
etherwiie  I  do  not  know  that  her  waa, 

Have  yon  seen  Mr.  GeiraM  tberef— I 
have. 

Mr.  Sinclair  ? — He  was  a  member. 
M  r.  Martin  f — He  was  a  member. 

W>rc  you  there  when  the  af!dre5s  from 
your  own  st)cicty  was  sent  to  the  National 
Convention  P— I  really  do  not  know*  if  yoti 
will  tell  mr  thr  lime,  perhaps,  I  may  rf  collect. 

The  address  of  the  9th  of  November,  1792? 
—I  have  not  been  in  London  in  the  month  c| 
November,  for  the  la.st  five  or  six  years. 
Do  vou  happen  to  know  who  competed 
,  that  address  of  the  9ih  of  November.  t^jS 
.      do  not. 

I  : 
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Were  jon  in  town  in  April,  1709,  when  « 

letter  was  sent  to  Norwich,  sa;)'ing,  you  were 

Bot  to  look  to  the  king  or  parlnmpnt? 

Mr.  Erakine. — I  would  aaitii  rather  you 

ihould  read  the  whole  of  liie  letter. 

Mr  Attttrnnf  Generai. — Were  yon  present 
when  a  letter  of  the  Ifith  of  November,  17<)J,  { 
«as  sent  to  Norwich  relative  to  an  address  to  | 

the  Icing,  or  the  parliament,  c  r  the  holding  a 
coavention  of  the  people.^ — i  do  remember  a 
letter  of  that  icind. 

Be  so  good  as  to  look  at  that  [thawing  it 
f  i  the  uritness'],  and  teil  nie  if  that  IS  the  draft 
itt  the  IttUiti — I  dare      it  is. 

Whose  hand* writing,  is  that  drafts— I  do 
B«t  know,  for  a  certainty,  whose  it  is. 

Whose  do  you  believe  it  to  be  i 

Captain  Hafwoorf.— Should  I  implicate  any 
fcody  upon  niy  belief,  vhou  I  am  not  certain  ?  ' 

i  ask  you  according  to  your  belief.  Do 
you  believe  it  to  be  the  hand-writing  of  any 
person  that  you  have  ever  seen  write? 

(  apt  iin  HnnrtW  — Do  you  men  whether 
I  can  gsess  it  or  not  f 

Do  you  faeKeve  it  U»  be  tbo  handwriting  of 
any  person  whom  you  have  ever  seen  write  f 
-No 

You  do  not  ^— I  cannot  swear  to  that  hand- 

vriUog  at  all. 

r  am  Mirf  you  do  not  understand  my  queir- 
tion ;  i  do  not  a&k  you  whether  you  know, 
lot  whether  you  believe  it  is  the  hand-writing 
of  any  pf^rsnn  that  you  have  seen  write  ? — 
can  tell  you  it  is  more  like  one  roan's  than 
another*  if  that  will  answer  your  purpose. 

TIi.it  will  not  do,  my  queslion  is  exceed- 
ing pl^n.  Doyoii  believe  it  to  be  tbeband- 
wntinp  of  any  person  you  have  seen  write  f<— 
1  think  it  is  Mr.  Painc's. 

Have  you  seen  Mr.  Paine  write?— No, 
■ever;  I  have  seen  him  writing  in  the  same 
mora,  but  I  never  looked  over  him  while 
writing. 

Mr,  Attorney  General. — If  you  had  told  me  i 
that  at  first  I  should  not  have  pressed  yoot  | 
I  see  you  were  present  upon  the  16th  of  April, 
1793,  you  remember,  perhaps,  that  Mr  1  rost  ■ 
read  a  letter  which  was  to  be  sent  lo  tiic  j 
Uoiled  Societies  at  Norwich,  I  ask  you,  upon 

your  recollection,  by  wHoiti,  r^f  rnrdin^^  to  voiir 
kuowledgfy  if  you  do  knowf  by  wtiom  was  ; 
Hat  letter  to  Norwich  prepared  f — ^Whenthat 
letter  was  received  from  N  orwich,  it  was  first 
oroposed  that  Mr.  Frost  should  answer  it ; 
hut  upon  a  re-  consideration,  as  I  came  from 
Norwich,  the  letter  was  given  to  me  to  an- 
swer; I  carried  it  in  my  pocket  from  one 
time  to  another^  and  through  carelessness  I 
iSd  not  answer  it;  just  before  ttie  meeting  of 
the  society  I  "-enT  tti.^t  Icifrr  over  to  Mr. 
Vaughau,  and  begged  hmi  to  carry  it  to  the 
society,  and  requested  him  either  to  answer 
it  himself,  or  get  some  one  to  answer  it. 
When  I  came  to  the  society  the  answer  was 
written,  and,  I  believe,  it  was  afterwards 

ftCOt. 

Thaa  you  do  not  kDow  who  preptved  it?— 


A.  D.  1794.  [4S8 

I  do  not,  farther  than  that  it  was  written, 
when  I  came. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre,— Oik  wliat  day 
was  it  voted  to  be  :»ent  ? 

Mr.  Attorney  Generai.«-4)n  the  l2lh  of 
April,  \79^,  according  to  the  book.  You 
have  now  stated  what  you  did  with  Ibis  draA. 
There  is  an  entry  in  the  book,  Mr.  Vaughan, 
;is  r>!ie  nf  a  conmiiltee,  is  that  tlie  same  Mr. 
Vaughan  to  whom  yoti  sent  the  Norwich 
letter  P— Yes,  Mr.  Felix  Vaughan ;  he  did  not 
belong  to  the  Constitnlional  Sodety,  but  he 
aoineumes  dined  there,  and  went  away  after- 
wards. 

Did  he  belong  to  the  London  T'Orrespond- 
ing  Society  ? — That  I  cannot  tell ;  he  helungeJ 
to  some  society,  I  believe,  lie  dmed  with 
the  Constflutional  Society,  but  always  went 
away  before  the  meeting  assembled,  and 
therefore  was  gone  away  before  I  went  there. 

Do  you  recollect  who  read  the  answer  in 
the  society  theC night?— No,  indeed idoDot; 
f  suppose  the  secretary. 

You  cannot  charge  your  memory  with 
that  ? — I  dare  say  the  secretary. 

You  do  not  know  whether  Mr.FfOit  wai 
present  that  night  f-^I  do  nut. 

Do  you  remember  being  present  when  the 
society  returned  their  thanks  to  HAT*  Barlow, 
and  Mr.  Frost,  for  their  conduct  in  presenting 
ttte  addresses  to  the  National  Convention .-' 
— I  jemember  tfiat. 

Do  you  reniemb>*r  th^  Irttcr*'  which  vrrv. 
sent  by  frost  or  Bariow,  staling  what  Ibey 
had  said  to  the  president,  and  ymX  the  pre* 
bident  had  saiti  Ui  llicm  '''  —  I  never  sau-  thein, 
uor  heard  the  couleuts^  tiic  thanksyl  beUeve, 
i  signed. 

You  say  you  sent  the  Norwich  letter  to 
Mr.  Vaughan,  and  you  found  an  answer  pre- 
p4tcd.  Where  did  you  get  the  Norwich  let- 
ter .•'—From  the  society. 

What  society  ?— Tiio  Constitutional  Society 
m  London. 

Do  vou  recolloct  wlio  pivo  it  yonf— I  sup- 
pose the  secretaiy,  or  I  mtght  take  it  off  tm 
table. 

Look  at  this  letter  ( thawing  it  lo  the 
neu)f  and  tell  me,  upon  your  recollection, 
whether  this  is  the  letter  from  Norwich? — 
1  dare  say  that  is  the  letter,  which,  i  remem- 
ber, we  said  was  a  very  feol'ish  one. 

And  you  aave no  answer  to  it,  as  such,  I 
presume? — ^No^  I  do  not  know  any  thing 
about  titat 

I  understood  you  to  say  that  yott  luid  oome 
from  Nor^virh     I  did. 

Had  you  been  with  any  of  Uie  societies  at 
Norwich  when  you  w.iS  there?— >I  never 
vi<-iied  the  societies.   I  know  a  great  many 
ot  the  members  of  them. 
Do  you  mean  the  societies  that  had  twelve 

rneinb(  rs  a>!)ocialed  with  the  Constitutional 
Society  i" — Yes,  I  knew  go  ne  of  them. 

Was  that  letter  put  into  your  hand^i  by  the 
society,  without  any  previous  cunversatioa 
OB  yoor  part»  desiring  it  to  be  ieat?--lt  came 
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by  the  post,  I  siippoM;,  there  if  the  pod  nark 

ljj>on  it,  I  believe. 

WIh)U  ^ou  Jei'l>iorwich,  did  you  knQw  that 
it  was  to  be  sent  f—Nu,  I  do  not  know  the 
man  that  Mgned  it 

Yon  knew  nothing  of  ilic  proceedings  of 
the  J>colcU  CciuveuUou,  ol  cuurisci' — Not  in 
the  least. 

And  you  were  not  prtsrnt  upon  the  20th 
of  January,  17U4y  at  tht:  Oiube  t^vfruf — 
No. 

Nor  present  in  the  Constitulioittl  Society 
upon  the  17th  ot' January  P — No. 

You  were  not  present  upon  the  34th  of 
January^  m  the  CoBstitutioaal  Soatfiyi— 

^o. 

Nor  subsequent  to  tlut  time  ? — No ;  I  have 
not  bera  in  Xeudon  for  a  twelve-meotb. 

WttUtm  Jhoke  fleretwi,  esq.-^Re-emnmed 
by  Mr.  TMte. 

You  have  been  asked  concerning  twelve  as- 
sociated members  from  Sheffield,  and  twelve 
associated  ntenihers  from  Norwich  — Vuu  an- 
awered,  that  you  remembered  the  associated 
inembers  :  do  you  mean  by  that,  that  you 
ever  &aw  any  of  theiu  at  thai  society  ? — Never. 

T9  the  best  of  your  kB0«ledge»  dul  any  of 
those  associated  mcnibera  enrerattand?— lbe> 
lieve,  never  any  one. 

When  you  said  you  remembered  them, 
vou  meant  remembered  their  aanea  upon  the 
Wkt*     Just  ho. 

And  do  you  beheve  (hat  any  thing  else 
ever  ful  Iowm  Jt«b  theae  aiaociatod  menbers  ? 

Oiorge  Jlmw,esq.,  (Rarristerat  Liw)  swora.— 
Examined  by  Mr.  Krykme. 

Vou  are  a  member  of  the  S<»riety  of  tin; 
Fciends  of  the  People  ? — Yes;  and  have  been 
ao  from  ita  first  in<^titutioD. 

Do  you  remember  being  present  at  the  So- 
ciety of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  when  a 
letter  caiae  to  them  from  the  I^hmoo  Correv 
poTiding  Society,  toucliicg  tlic  sending  dele^. 
gate^  to  a  convention,  that  they  wereaboutto 
caUkltbe  sprins^of  1794?— I  (k>. 

•Do  you  recollect  whetlier  there  was  or  was 
not  a  considcT.iblp  numlter  ot"  tiie  Society  of 
the  f  riends  ot  tiie  People  pre:>coi  upon 
tltat  occaaioo  I  thkik  there  waa  a  pretty  fell 
■iceting. 

Was  the  proprietor,  or  impropriety  ot  acced- 
ing to  the  proposition  of  the  Corresponding 
lociety  debated     It  was. 

Upon  what  ground,  and  for  what  reasons 
was  It  rejected,  and  the  letter  sent  which  is 
algned  by  Jdr.  bretoo,  and  haa  been  read  in 
tliH  rr\u'4e  ? — The  rea«;o>\s  ^ivcu,  were  an 
appreijcnxiou  that  a  bad  usc  would  be  made  of 
toe  convention ;  the  proposal  was  generally 
declined;  the  terms  of  the  lettar  1  do  not  re- 
coUect. 

Thoogh  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the 

People  rejected  tlie  proposition  to  join  in  that 
Gonveation,  yet  they  were  ready  to  continue 


to  co-operale  with  them  for  Ute  general  olyeel 
of  parliamentary  reform  ?— Undoubteclly. 

The  proposition  stated  by  t]ie  Corresponding 
Society  in  their  letter,  beine  read  in  yoor  ao- 
c  iely ,  a  debate  upon  it  took  place.  W  hat  were 
the  reasons  assigned  bv  yourself,  and  others, 
iur  not  agreeing  to  send  a  delegate  to  this  pco» 
posed  convcnliou  ? — I  remember,  pcrfect^JV 
the  reason  winch  I  assigned,  and  which  pro^ 
duced,  at  the  la&t,  a  eeueral  acquiescence  waa 
that  a  bad  use  wrould  oe  made  

Mr.  Carrow. — I  must  take  the  liberty  of  in- 
terrupting uiy  learned  friend,  Mr.  iious.  in  thia 
examination,  and  submit  my  doubta  with  great 
deference  to  the  Court — Whether  this  can  pot* 
sibly  be  evidence, or  any  thing  like  evidence,  of 
any  thing  that  borders  upon  the  bhape  of  it. 
This  isa  societyof  wbiefathe  gentleman  at  the 
bar,  neither  is,  nor  ever  was,  as  I  understam) 
from  any  &tatemen^  a  member,  consequently 
he  waa  not  preaent  at  thia  meetiDg.r-Mr.  Itoiit 
is  now  examining  as  lotlic  reahons  which  were 
stated  by  certain  individual  members  of  a  so- 
ciety, calling  itself  a  Society  of  I  rieuds  of  the 
People,  for  a  letter  which  tn^  wrote,  in  which 
they  state  such  reasons  as  they  thought  fit  to 
give  for  declining  tlie  proposal  that  was  made 
to  tbem.  That  fetter  your  lordahips  have  n- 
ceivcd.and,  I  believe,  without  any  objeclio* 
from  tins  side  of  the  table,  probably  upon  the 
ground,  thai  aa  it  ia  an  anawer  toan  act  whlcli 
M  charaed  against  the  prisoner,  it  is  fit  to  be 
receivea  as  part  of  the  re$  gesta  upon  the  sub- 
ject. But  whatever  the  real  reasons  were^ 
good  or  bad,  that  were  assigned  either  by  thi 
learned  and  honourable  gentleman  under  eift* 
uiination,  or  by  oilier  persons,  niiTu  or  lam 
learned,  mr  more  or  leaa  loyal  than  he  i^  with 

f^real  deference  they  seemed  to  me  nut  to  bt 
It  to  be  received  in  evidence,  ioasuiuch  as  they 
appear  to  have  no  application  to  the  subjects 
It  this  objectk>n  happens  not  to  be  Iminded,  i 
be";  pardon  for  interposing  the  objection,  bill 
it  does  not  seem  to  ine  that  tliis  hasaiiy  bear- 
ing upon  the  question. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  must  say  a  i^ingle 
word  in  support  of  this  omectiun,  boc^ase  whco 
one  leamcolawyer  bmamlning  anetber  Inun* 
ed  lawyer,  with  whom  I  liave  a  great  deal  to  do, 
in  the  course  of  my  profession,  he  will  pardon 
me  fur  baying  there  is  no  end  of  it — If  aAer 
Mr.  Breton  has  slated  the  reasons  of  theSa^ 
ciety  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  in  a  letter, 
which  is  a  great  public  document  ot  tliat  aor 
ciety,  we  are  lo  hurt  all  the  argumenle,  of 
all  the  very  able  orators  in  tli.it  society,  for 
that  is  the  eflect  of  this  exanunatiou.  1  have 
no  doubt  my  learned  friend  would  discuss  tbia  - 
f  cry  ably  in  that  aociely,  though  upon  thai 
occasion,  probably,  as  welt  as  many  otbaf% 
he  and  1  should  diiOfer  very  widely. 

Mr.  ErMue.^l  shall  state  very  abortly 
answer  to  this  ubjectiou,  for  the  very  best 
reason  in  the  world,  because  your  lordship 
seea  I  am  not  capable  of  going  into  it  at 
length. — The  Court  has  very  properly  divided 

tbia  caiiaa  imo  two  bwrhenffiia^  vImii^ 
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any  thing  of  a  convpiracy  of  the  nature 
charged  m  Uiis  mdictaicnt  existed  at  all — and 
mnDildly,  whether,  if  it  existed,  it  is  brought 
home  to  the  prisoner.  Under  the  first  branch 
of.  Ahai  evidence  a  great  deal  has  been  gone 
iat%  of  which  I  am  sure  your  lordship  mil 
uooerstand  that  I  am  not  arguine  against  tiie 
admissibihty,  in  order  to  show  that  the  Lon- 
don C  orrebpuoding  Society  meant  mischief  by 
uis  proposed  cooveotion ;— and  in  ord^to 
show  that  tliey  meant  mischief  by  it,  a  great 
deal  of  evidence  has  beep  givei^  of  what  was 
•ud  by  diflRerent  members. 

What  I  proposed  to  ask  Mr.  Rous,  was 
tjbis — A  proposition  was  made  to  us, — I  aay  to 
«s,  being  myself  a  member  of  thai  society, 
aod  therefore  it  is  a  phrase  natural  enough, — 
but  it  was  addre&M  d  tu  the  Frirnd^i  ot  the 
reople,  and  Mr.  llous  happened  to  be  present 
St  that  time.  Now  if  the  attorney-general 
had  proved  tliat  n  proposition  had  been  made 
to  the  Triends  of  the  People  of  a  nature, 
^ipoo  the  face  of  it',  most  undoubtedly  criminal, 
any  sense  which,  the  Friends  of  the  People 
could  put  upon  that  criminal  paper,  so  written 
to  them,  could  not  do  away  its  criminality  lu 
dl^ce :  but  fs  the  paper  is  in  itself  indif- 
ferent, or  if  it  were  criminal,  is  corl:iinIy  far 
^hort  of  that  which  brings  us  together  in  this 
place ;  and  as  its  criminaTtty  is  to  depend  upon 
the  intention  which  the  jury  shall  find  that 
proposition  to  have  been  made  with,  1  propose 
to  ask  Mr.  ftoiis,  wlusther  any  of  the  society, 
lo  which  this  paper  was  addressed,  put  that 
criminal  construction  upon  it,  which  the  at- 
toruey-gcnerai  a&ks  tiie  jury  to  put  upon  it. 
But  it  is  not  that  alone;  tbo attorney-general 
say?  that,  which  I  do  not  accede  to,  namely, 
louhave  gut  the  document  of  this  society,  a 
Mter  tigood  by  Mr.  Breton,  and  therefore  tut 
docuaieat  alone  forsooth,  is  to  he  evidence.  He 
may  call  It  ;  I  deny  it ;  I  say  that  a  letter, 
signed  i'V  Mr.  William  Breton,  a  very  honour- 
aSe  ann  respoctnble  man,  as  chairman  of  a 
comniitlce — not  a  conmittrc  known  to  the 
law  ut  the  countrjp,  nor  a  committee  formed 
of  any  court  of  Justice,  ckr  court  of  parliament, 
but  a  voliuttary  assembly  of  private  men — is 
by  no  means  binding  at  all  upon  that  society ; 
and  that,  therefore,  in  order  to  get  at  the 
meaning  of  the  Sucie^  of  the  Friends  of  the 
People,  I  have  a  right  to  examine  every  person 
juho  wa»  prci>cnt.  it  may  be  said,  what  is  it 
V>  tbc  purpose  what  the  Friends  of  the  People 
thought?  Vpnii  my  word,  th;at  is  what  I 
wish  to  say ;  1  thiuk  it  nothing  to  the  pur- 
pose ;  and  if  tbey  had  told  the  London  Cor- 
responding Society,  in  that  letter,  that  they 
thought  them  traitors,  and,  instead  of  writing 
a  civil  answtr,  hud  handed  it  to  the  betretary 
Hf  state,  I  shun  Id  not  have  thought  it  crimi- 
nated the  London  Corre'^ponding  Society  at 
tjdf  inasmuch  as  the  opiiuon  of  private  men, 
Upon  the  acts  of  other  private  men,  is  not 
evidence  in  any  court ;  hut  all  evidence  is 
competent,  or  not,  as  it  in  to  be  followed  up 
tgr  malt^  w^ich  iomiif  s  the  cau^^ ;  and  what 
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I  wi^^  to  examine  Mr.  Hous  to,  is  this,  that 
the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  hav- 
ing put  this  construction  upon  the  word  co%>, 
rcHfioji,  which  I  am  putting  upon  it,  whether 
he  did  not  see  Mr.  Eichter,  oue  of  the  persons 
now  in  custody,  and  whether  he  baa  not  is 
certain  conversation  with  him  

Mr.  Attorntjf  General. — You  cai^uit  fflt# 
all  your  evidence  in  a  speech. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  JSprre^Tbcn  joilglivi 
up  the  present  point. 

Mr.  krtkine.—^o ;  I  do  not 

Lord  Chief  Justice  ^yr«.  -<»Tben  ycm' 
should  not  start  another.  At  present  we  are 
upon  the  question,  whether  Mr.  lious  is  lobfi 
permitted  to  gife  the  particniar  reason  which, 
influenced  hiro,  and  which,  he  thinks,  iuQsU 
enced  others  to  agree  to  that  letter  which  was 
scut  to  the  Corresponding  Society :  tl^^  u^ 
the  only  question,  at  present,  under  ^qpf^ 
deration;  and  that  is 4m ptyectf^n  tha|  bst 
been  arfiued. 

Mr.  BrMne^htA  the  only  ground  upcp 
which  I  can  answer  the  objection  is  this,  that 
if  they  had  not  read  the  answer,  which  the 
Society  of  tlie  Friends  of  the  People  sent  to 
the  Coiwaponding  Society,  it  would  be  no 
evidence,  nor  any  thing  in  the  shape  of  evi- 
dence; but  that  the  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Breton,  as  the  chairman  of  the  conumttoo  s4 
the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  tlie  People,  ex- 
pressive of  t^r  sentiments,  makes  it  open 
to  us  to  shew  what  the  real,  genuine  sen- 
timents of  that  society  were  upon  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — That  is  to  leave  to 
theiury,  yrhether  Mr.  Erakiuc  or  Mr.  Kol^ 
made  the  best  speech. 

Mr.  £ri/cine.— 'I  was  not  there. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre — ^Xt  is  utter^ 
possible  to  muntain  that  this  can  be'  receive^ 
m  evidence.  The  only  thing  that  can  be 
made  use  of  to  charge  the  prisoner,  in  any 
manner,  is  tliat  which  came  to  the  hands  of 
the  Constitutional  Society,  and  whether  that 
was  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  or  was  not  the 
sense  of  this  meeting,  is  nothing  to  the  pur- 
pose; the  Constitutional  Society  didvecQivf 
such  a  letter  tVum  the  Friends  of  tbo  Pfe(^k|| 
that  letter  must  speak  for  itself. 

Mr.  Ertkine.-^Tbt  is  not  the  letter  I  am 
speaking  of;  it  is  the  letter  the  Corresponding 
Society  wrote  to  the  Friends  of  the  People, 
and  tlie  answer  of  the  Friends  of  the  People 
to  the  Corres^nding  Society. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — It  is  the  answfT 
and  the  grounds  upon  which  that  answer  was 
sent,  thai  we  are  now  debnting,  whether 
other  groundfS  different  from  what  appears 
in  tlir  answer  itself,  are  to  bt  received  w evi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Erskine.—Ho,  they  arc  not  difierenC  . 

Mr.  Attorney  General — .\ir.  Erskine  must 
see,  1  am  sure,  that  if  he  is  at  hberty  to  give 
in  «vidfncaiiriMit  Mr.  Bous  said,  1  may  be 
at  liberty  to  give  in  evidence  what  every 
other  geotlaoan  ^atd  in  that  t»ve(D  upon  that 
day. 
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Ix>rd  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — I  have  ruled  it. 

Mt.  Erskinc—lhtn  I  submit  to  your  lord' 
$hip  whether  I  am  at  liberty  as  ask  Mr.  Rous 
if  any  thing,  and  what,  passed  between  him 
and  Mr.  HTchter,  a  prKoner  now  in  Newgate 
upon  the  subject  of  this  convention } 

Mr  Garrow. — To  th:it  wr  shall  object,  as 
we  luive  not  given  any  evulcnce  of  Uichter's 
dedaraUons.  To  ask  what  Mr.  Rous  said  to 
Mr.  Richter,  or  Mr,  Richtcr  said  to  Mr.  Rous, 
I  submit  is  as  Utile  evidence  as  that  which 
vour  lordiihip  has  ruled  not  to  be  vrithin  a 
hundred  miles  of  the  shape  of  it. 

Mr.  £r»Ariiie.— Certainly  no  declarations  of 
Richter  have  been  offered  in  evidence ;  but 
declarations  of  any  person  implicated  io  this 
which  is  submitted  to  the  jury  as  a  conspi- 
racy, have  been  given  in  evidence ;  and  this 
is  submitted  to  Tchut  the  infisrenee  arising 
from  it. 

Txird  Chief  Justice  Etfre. — The  gentlemen 
wjli  have  the  goodness  to  recollect  the  decla- 
ration I  set  out  with  in  giving  the  rule  in  the 
morning—that  the  principle  was,  that  de- 
cterations  against  a  man's  self  are  to  be  re- 
ceived X  because  no  man  is  presumed  to  say 
any  lljin^  \\\\\\  would  make  against  himself, 
for  any  other  reason  than  because  it  is  true  ; 
and  that  declarations  for  a  man*s  self  are  not 
to  be  received,  because  there  the  contrary  pre- 
sumption t'jkrs  place;  and  this  is  so  univer- 
sally known  ui  practice,  that  L  thirii<  it  can- 
not l^irl^  be  debate<l. 

Mr.  Tooke. — My  lord,  the  multitude  of  evi- 
dence which  I  had  intended  to  call  i  wish  to 
rdSsqtrish ;  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  the 
evidence  1  have  already  ^ivcn ;  but,  as  the 
bishop  of  Gloucester  is  m  court,  I  will  call 
him  now,  and  conclude  my  evidence. 

The  iiigiii  ilcverend  Richard  Beadon^  D.  D. 
Lord  Bishop  of  Gloucester*  vmnn^— 
Examined  by  Mr.  Tooke. 

Mr.  T(Ki/cr.  — My  lord,  T  thr  question? 
myself,  because  you  are  mure  accustomed  to 
my  voice  than  to  the  Toice  of  the  counsel—' 
1  beg  your  lortM  ip  to  say  how  long  we 
have  been  acquainted  I — I  thukit  isjust forty 
years  now. 

Was  that  acouaintance  sli^it,  or  affee* 

tionate  and  conndcntial  ? — For  many  years 
cwtainly  not  a  slight  acqwiintaoce,  but  very 
confidential  and  veiy  intimate. 

Where  did  our  acquaintance  first  bc;>in 
my  lord? — At  the  Univetsity,  io  the  ycar 

1754. 

We  were  there  some  years  together,  I  sup- 
pose P—l-ntil  we  took  our  bacMlor  of  arts 
dozrees—  about  four  years. 

fxird  Chief  Justice  £yre.— The  University 
of  Camhridce  ' — Yes, 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £^re.— What  College  f 
«-St  John's  College. 

Mr.  Ibofte.— Does  your  lordship  recotlect 


my  taking  nw  master  of  arts  degree  ? — do, 
peifectly  well. 

Does  your  lordship  recollect  that  that  dt* 

gree  was  oppose^!  * — i  do. 

l>oes  your  lordship  recollect  ever  any  other 
person's  degree  b«ng  opposed  I  do  not  at 
present  recollect  any  other. 

Is  not  the  degree  of  master  of  arts  such  a 
one  as  would  be  given  to  any  creature  that 
could  answer  to  rational  qucsiions^ 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyrr.. — For  the  honour 
of  the  University  you  will  not  pursue  that 
Mr.  Tooke. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  beg  your  lordship's  pardon 
— It  is  of  some  consequence  to  me,  and  does 
not  affect  tfie  honour  of  the  University ;  if 
it  did,  I  am  too  f^iiljful  a  son  of  the  Univer- 
sity to  put  such  a  question ;  for  I  mean  no 
joke  upon  that  Unhrernty. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — It  is  not  put  in 
terms  that  are  quite  so  measured  as  you  would 
upon  consideration  put  it  in. 

Mr.  Tookc-^tt  means  no  reflection,  and  it 
important  for  me.  Your  lordship  mn-^t  per- 
ceive it  is  something  cxtraordmary  that  rnat 
which  is  given  to  every  body  for  nothing  was 
refused  to  me,  and  never  ionised  to  any  body 
else. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Certainly;  I 
object  only  to  the  phrase. 

Mr.  Tooke. — Does  ynur  lordship  think  that 
the  opposition  to  lhat  degree,  which  is  so 
Msily  given  to  every  body,  proceeded  eillier 
from  any  irnmorahty  in  my  cor<hft,  wr^nr 
of  character,  or  want  of  common  understand- 
ing and  abilities? — I  understood  it  to  origi- 
nate entirely  from  some  letters  printed  in  the 

Sublic  papers,  said  to  be  written  by  you  to 
Ir.  Wilkes,  and  published  by  htm  as  sikIu 
Does  your  kirdship  recollect  that  lord 
Montfort  *  took  a  very  active  part  in  oppoal- 
tion  to  my  degree  ? — I  do. 

Does  your  fordwhip  recollect  that  io  conoo* 
qurncc  of  lhat  opposition,  very  minute  and 
very  strict  mquiry  whs  made  mto  all  the  books 
of  the  University  at  Inrge,  and  of  your  Col- 
lege in  particular,'  to  fiud  nut  somelbin||^  to 
lay  to  my  ch  ir::r  > — I  certainly  have  an  im- 
p^ect  reci/licction  of  inquiries  of  Uiat  kind 
oeing  made ;  how  strict  thej  were  I  cannot 
now  s;*y. 

Does  your  lordship  recollect  that  they 

rduced  the  smallest  censure  of  anykindto 
laid  to  my  charge  ? — I  do  not  recollect  any, 

and  believe  there  was  none. 

Does  your  lordship  believe,  from  m^  course 
uf  life,  during  my  stay  at  that  university,  that 
any  possible  charge  could  be  1  ur!  to  me,  with 
respect  to  my  morality,  knowledge,  decency, 
quietness,  or  the  respectability  of  my  bebn* 
viour  and  conduct? — I  certainly  thought,  at 
the  time,  that  no  such  objection  was  brought 
to  givins  you  your  degree  as  I  could  accede 
lO)  and  Umfon  I  gave  my  vole  Ibr  your  haii^ 


*  In  iWn  translated  to  the  Sec  of  Bath  and 
Wdla. 
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ing  tlic  dcgice^  ud  nipported  it  m  aiiieh  m  I 

cotild.  • 

Your  lordship  was  at  that  time,  I  believe, 
tutor  of  Si.  John's,  and  orator  of  the  Univcr- 
gilv? — Xo,  not  at  that  lime,  I  believe — yes,  I 
believe  vou  are  right;  I  was  public  orator 
of  tbe  univeruty,  and  I  was  tutor  of  St 
John's. 

If  vour  lordship  recollects  you  gave  a  din- 
ner in  tfiit  room  where  we  bave  to  often 
dined,  when  students '  -YcSy  it  was  in  the 
year  1771  or  1772, 1  think. 

Whether  it  is  iiot  your  lordship's  opinion, 
tnd  whether  you  have  not  frequently  cx- 
prcs^-H  ,t  to  ininy  persons,  that  whatever 
was  my  way  of  thiukios,  it  had  been  the 
Mune  from  the  time  you  first  knew  me,  up  to 
this  time  ;  I  mean  inose  of  my  political  ien-  ! 
timents  that  are  known? — I  certainly  have 
never  known  you  vary  in  your  political  sen* 
timeuts,  in  my  hearing. 

Have  we  talket^  freely  and  rimilinrly  to- 
gether, often,  upon  gcueral  suLjclLa  L  u- 
doubtedly.  * 

Did  yoitr  lordship  ever  collect,  from  any 
conversaUon  of  mtue,  that  I  was  disaffected 
to  any  estabUsbment,  civil,  religious,  i>oliiical,  { 
br  in  short  to  any  esublishment  in  Uus  coun- 
try ? — No,  I  never  did. 

From  your  lordship's  knowledge  of  mc, 
vduit  must  have  been  the  generaf  course  of 
mv  lif'* ;  must  1  have  been  very  dissipated,  or 
U^rably  aludious? — 1  am  inclined  to  tliink  it 
fa»  been  studious. 

As  much  as  most  men  \ — I  believe  very 
studious. 

A  little  more  than  most  men  f-^Hore  than 
many  men,  certainly. 

Has  your  lordship  ever  assisted  me  with 
books,  irom  the  University  ut  Cambridge  \ — 1 
ttiuk  I  have. 

Did  your  l<'rd-l/ip  discover  for  mc  ''ome 
books  DO  where  else  to  be  found,  that  wer«  in 
the  Bodleian  Kbrary  at  Oxford,  Caramuel  and 
Catnpanella  ? — Yes. 

Did  your  lordsliip  strppose  that  T  was  more 
cuipluyed  la  «lcpo^ing  the  king,  and  overturn- 
ing the  state,  or  in  hunting  out  for  new  words 
and  new  meanings  ?  Which  does  yotir  lord- 
ship tiiink  roost  occupied  my  uiienliun? — I 
knew  you  was  very  much  employed  in  the 
latter ;  I  never  did  know  tliat  you  were  and  I 

•  In  the  dedication  of  the  First  Part  of  his 

B«i«  nri^5f»T»,  Mr.  Home  Tooke  expressed 
himself  th  i^  :  "  To  the  University  of  Cara- 
bridge,  one  of  her  graielul  Son;. — who  al- 
'*ways  considers  acts  of  Voluntary  Justice 
•*  towards  himself  as  I'avuurs, — dedicates  this  ' 
**  humble  offering :  and  particularly  to  her 
"  chief  ornament  (or  Virtue  and  Talents*  the 
*<  Reverend  D.xior  Ricbatd  Beadon,  Maaler 

•*  of  Je^n"  f  ■ollege." 

*  The  dialogue  of  Esna  nrf^Mrr^,  part 
t,  is  chiefly  carried  on  by  Dr.  Beadon  and 
Mr.  Horne  Tookc.  See  Stephens's  Memoksof 
John  Uosne  Tooke»  Vol.  3»  p.  M. 
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hope  you  never  have  been  employed  in  tbe 

former. 

And  did  you  believe  that  I  %ras  P — I  havo 

no  reason  to  believe  it,  from  any  thing  I 
have  heard  you  say,  or  any  thing  1  knew 

you  do. 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Gioucester  cross-exa- 
wined  by  Mr.  Aitonuy  Oeiiere/. 

Mr.  Attorney  Gemre/.— Do  you  know  any 

thing  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Constitutional 
or  the  London  Corresponding  Societies,  for 
the  last  three  years  ? — Nothing  at  all. 

Mr.  IboAe.— Is  not  that  question  almost  as 
had  a?  my  speaking  of  the  master's  drjrree  ? 
And  now  we  are  even,  because  it  roust  be  as 
^reat  a  degree  of  insult  to  ask  the  bishop  of 
GluuroilcT  ahuiit  the  C'onstilutional  Society, 
and  Correspouduig  Society,  as  my  speaking 
lightly  of  the  ^nltfication  for  a  master's 
degree. 

Mr.  Attornft/  General  -  T  will  not  Jet  this 
pass  without  rebuke  iVom  your  lordship,  if  I 
am  wrong ;  and  witboat  infbrmmg  this  court, 
that  it  is  not  to  part  upon  this  occasion  with 
a  laugh. 

Lord  Chief  Jus6ee  Byrt.— -It  ii  impoisibfe 

for  me  to  say  that  the  question  was  irregular; 
and  there  was  nothing  m  the  terms  of  it  that 
conveyed  that  kind  ol  objection  whicti  I  ieii 
to  the  other  question ;  at  the  same  time,  un* 
doubtedly,  it  is  very  evident,  that  the  bishop 
of  Gloucester  could  not  possibly  know  any 
thing  of  these  soeielies. 

^r.  Aitortic}^  Gcntr>i!.—l  know  in  a  court 
of  justice,  1  cannot  take  it  upon  ray  notions 
of  what  tbe  bishop  of  Oloucester  docs,  or 
does  not  know.  What  is  evidence miisteome 
from  the  bishop  of  Gloucester,  as  wdl  as 
from  any  other  man. 

[It  being  now  )>ast  nine  o'clock  on  Thursday 
night,  the  Court  ai|ioumed  to  ten  o^dockr 
on  Friday  momingj 


Smmi  fiinoe  la  the  Old  Bailey ^  WrUayf  No^ 
Ttmberthc  %UL 

PaasaiiT. 

I/)rd  Chtcf  Ju-^ticc  Kyrc,  Txjrd  Chief  Baron 
Macdonald,  Mr.  Baron  ilotham,  Mr.  Jus- 
tice GroHe,  Mr.  Justice  Lawrence,  and 
others,  his  Mi(}esty*s  Justices,  Asc.  • 

John  Home  Tooke  set  to  the  bar. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Ej/re. — Before  we  pro- 
ceed it  will  be  proper  for  the  Court  to  take 

notice,  that,  in  opening  the  case  on  the  part 
of  the  priscmer,  ao^rcitdcal  of  stress  has  been 
laid  ujKjn  the  acquittal  of  Hardy.  You  know 
estremely  well  that  properly  no  mention 
cu!^ht  to  hav»;  hern  ni:idc  of  the  acqtiittal  of 
liardy,  nor  ao^  observation  made  upon  it, 
unless  the  acquittal  of  Hardy  eoold  he  pro- 
duced in  evidence  Yon  have  not  hitherto 
offered  to  produce  it  in  evidence,  and  you  are 
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rtrdw,  as  il  seems  to  mc,  coing  on  to  snm 
the  evidence,  wiihoul  prontirhii;  it  in  evi- 
dence. As  a  thing  opened  and  observed  upon 
it  oiigfii  repvilarly  lo  have  been  followed  up 
T>y  being  nffcn  d  in  ovtdfncc ;  if  it  is  not, 
it  cannot  be  made  evidence,  aod  if  it  is  not 
offisfed  in  evidence,  tfaen  nothms;  ought  to 
luive  been  said  i.f  ii  (»ri:^jnally,  urn!  nothing 
ought  now  to  be  said  of  il  in  the  sunuaingup. 

Mr.  J5rf*i»e.— When  a  counsel  ofiens  the 
case  of  a  defendant,  or  prisoner,  il  is  impossi- 
ble for  him  to  know  what  iudgmcnt  the 
Court  will  pronounce  upon  any  evidence  he 
may  afterwards  olffier,  and  therefore  it  ft  com- 
petent to  the  counsel  to  propose  to  give  any 
evidence  which  appears  to  him  to  be  material 
for  Iris  eKent,  and  appears  to  him  also  to  be 
competent,  !)ct:;iii<«c  it  is  impossible  for  a 
counsel  to  anticipate  what  the  judgment  of 
tbe Court  will  be  upon  the  relevancy  or  ad- 
missibility of  any  part  of  the  proof.  We  con- 
ceived the  tliiiii;  to  be  so  very  notorious^  hav- 
rng  parsed  bdure  your  lordship,  and  in  this 
court,  and  our  client,  satisfied  he  had  li^d  be- 
fore the  inrv  siifTinent  to  msuntain  his  inno- 
cence, did  cloi>c  his  evidence.  Undoubtedly 
Il  was  our  intention  to  firodoee  tlie  record  of 
that  arquittal,  and  we  will  produce  it  if  your 
}ord>liip  think>  it  admissihie.  If  your  ford* 
ship  tiuiikb  il  not  admissible  we  cannut.  I 
do  toot  mean  to  argue  the  admissibility  of  it ; 
ho\vpvcr,  T  a««s>ire  the  Court  I  considered  it 
So  when  [  opened  the  defence. 

Mr.  GtMff— We  ofler  it  as  proof  that  one 
of  these  pe^•^un'i,  indicted  upon  lliis  record, 
has  not  been  guilty  of  the  conspiracy.  The 
charge  acainsl  Mr.  Toolce  is  tnat  he  con- 
spired with  certain  otiierB.  We  have  not  got 
the  rrrorrl  dntvn  up. 

Lord  (  liitl  JiiiUce  Eyre. — Drawn  up! — I 
do  not  apprehend  you  need  l>e  under  any 
difficulty  ahoiit  that,  litcaw^e  I  iliink  the 
course  in  tins  court  is  to  read  the  minutes.  Is 
not  that  so  Mr.  Shdton  f 

Mr.  5Af //on. —Yes. 

Mr.  Gibbi. — The  ^ound  upon  uhich  we 
fiubmit  it  is  evidence,  and  we  should  have  of- 
fered it  before,  is,  that  Mr.  Toolce  is  indicted 

for  conspiring  witli  f  f^rtnin  other  pff^rm^,  of 
whom  Hardy  i6  one ;  by  tins  we  otter  lo  show 
that  Hardy  has  not  been  guilty  of  that  conspi- 
racy, and  that  that  part  of  the  charge  a^inst 
Mr.  Tooke  has  pot  been  prov^. 

Mr.  l\oohe. — 1  beg  your  lordship's  pardon, 
but  I  am  bound  to  say  just  one  word  to  jus- 
tify ra^  counsel,  whom  I  have  broui»ht  nito 
tliis  sittiation,  by  closing  roy  evidence  wilii- 
OHt  consutttni;  with  them,  Mtd  to  excuse  roy- 
Sth  for  Invina;  s<wlon'-  Yo«ir  lordship  can- 
Dot  but  recollect  the  nature  of  tbe  cross-exa- 
mimtioo  of  one  or  two  of  Che  U$t  wititesses, 
and  I  was  very  anxious,  for  that  reason,  to 
Ctit  short  my  evidence  at  once.  I  have  left 
out  a  great  deal  of  evidence  upon  a  great 
mtktty  points  that  I  should  have  otherfti'^c 
prodiK'  '  ^^r.  .attorney  Geiieral  asked  the 
witnesses  lo  lacis  which  Ibey  knew  nothing 


of,  and  which  he  was  aware  they  knew  no- 
thing of,  for  when  they  said  so,  Mr.  Attorney 
General  alwavs  ^aid  he  thought  so.  Perceiving 
j  that  it  woul^  be  imuossime  I  should  ever 
;  «top,  I  certainly  closeu  my  pvid»M>fe  a  little 
too  abruptly,  and  I  beg  pardon  ot  my  counsel 
and  the  Court,  if  1  have  brought  them  into  m 
situation  which  T  "should  not  have  <1  rir_ 

Mr.  Attorney  Oenerai. — Notwitli!»tuudmg 
Mr.  Tooke  has  closed  his  evidence  too  early, 
he  has  my  consent,  as  far  as  that  will  go,  to 
offer  any  thing  he  pleases  in  evidcnre.  With 
respect  to  liii^  evidence  of  the  acquittal  of 
Hardy,  I  have  no  objection  in  the  world  to 
that — I  leave  it  to  the  Court. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — I  think  you  i\o 
right  Mr.  Attorney  General  in  not  pressing 
any  objection,  the  ground  nf  the  Court  is 
somewhat  dift'ercnt  trom  that  which  has  been 
stated  at  tbe  bar.  The  acquittal  of  Hardy 
has  been  spoken  of  in  a  general  way,  and 
may  be,  ana  proh;'.h!v  ^'fadtf,  lu-  \hc^-c  whrt  t^o 
not  discriminate  aceurateiy,  Uc  earned  much 
farther  than  it  ought  to  be  carried  in  point 
of  effect,  and  that  is  always  the  con5cqncnce 
of  talking  of  matters  which  arc  not  in  evi- 
dence, because  till  they  are  in  evidence,  the 
Court  can  take  no  notice  of  them,  and  the 
Court  cannot  properly  point  out  to  xhf  jtiry 
to  what  purpo&u  buch  an  acntntUil  may  be 
applied  as  evidence,  and  to  purpoeee  it 
ought  not  to  be  applied.  The  Court  must 
say,  if  it  were  not  m  evidence,  however  ut< 
terly  impossible  it  may  be  for  any  set  of  men 
perfi  f  l[\  t.  attend  to  it,  the  Court  ought  to 
say,  tliat  the  jury  should  not  even  know  that 
Hardy  had  been  acquitted  ;  that  they  should 
lay  the  whole  subject  entirely  out  of  tbeif 
consideration,  which  is  p<'rhaps  asking  men 
to  du  more  than  nwa  rould  do, and  therefore 
I  it  is  much  better  that  it  should  be  regularly 
in  evidence,  and  that  ita  true  bearing  dhould 
be  teen. 

Noarthe-point  to  which  it  srems  to  me  it 

may  properly  be  evidence,  and  to  that  point 
only,  is  as  far  as  tfie  arnailtal  of  Hardy  will 
go,  to  contradict  the  evidence  thai  goe^  lo  fix 
upon  Hardy,  partlodarly,  the  being  a  partT  in 
'  this  ron«spiracy  There  is  a  ^eat  de.lT  of 
evidence  that  goes  to  that,  wbicn  has  been 
made  use  of,  imd  which  has  an  applieatioit 
beyond  Hanlv,  but  as  far  as  it  directly  points 
to  Hardy,  to  be  sure  it  is,  as  it  seeras  to  tne, 
an  answer td  that  evidence,  that  Hardy  stands 
acnuitted  ;  and  it  is  for  that  purpose,  and  in 
order  that  the  true  hr^arinc:  of  it  nriv  he  «ceOj 
that  I  have  put  you  m  nnnd  tiiat  the  evidence 
should  be  offered,  and  if  admissible,  shoiild 
be  admitted,  in  order  that  il  may  be  exactly 
seen  bow  far  it  really  docs  apply ;  and  Mr. 
Attorney  Oeoenl  liaiL  -with  that  candcnir 
which  has  diningtnshea  bia  conduct  throu^b^ 
out  the  whole  ot  the  proceedings  stated,  that 
he  docs  not  object  to  the  evidence  l^itig  of- 
fered. I  think  it  is  cuiivenit  nt  fur  the  p«ii^ 
poses  of  in  firr  th  it  it  should  be  oflcred. 
Mr.  OtOiti,—U  wit|  thai  Iw  in  evidence^ 
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thit  Hr.  Buif  htl  1>een  indicted  ftr  the 
mme  coiiapmiQr,and  acquitted. 

£Xbe  TTninntc^  of  the  acquittal  of  Thomas 
Hardy  were  read  by  Mr.  Shelton.] 

Mr  Gibbs  [aflerwards  Lord  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas]. — Gentlemen 
ttf  tlw  Jwy ;  It  iww  becomes  my  duty  to  ob- 
^nvc  lo  yot!,  upon  the  ca%p  whicli  is  Mipposed 
by  the  gentlemen,  who  coudiict  this  prosecu- 
tMD,  to  have  tweo  aMde  out  against  Mr. 
Tooke  ;  and  in  onlrr  to  render  that  ca.ee,  and 
those  observations  which  1  shall  make  upon 
it,  most  intelligible,  I  dtink  the  better  way 
will  be  for  me,  in  the  first  place,  to  state  to 
voi!  what  I  conceive  the  law  to  be,  as  appli- 
cable lo  the  facts  chai|;eU  upon  Mr.  Tooke, 
and  then  what  those  mels  are,  and  how  that 
hw  applies  to  it. 

Gentlemen,  wHh  respect  to  the  crime 
diarged  upon  Mr.  Tooke,  you  can  no  where 
find  it  belter  than  by  looknig  into  tin  autho- 
rity of  the  court,  before  which  this  indictment 
was  found,  and  observing  to  what  crimes  its 
jurisdiction  extends.  This  you  will  find  des- 
f  nbed  in  what  is  callet!  the  caption  of  the  in- 
dictxneut,  which  I  have  iii  my  hand — b;^  that 
caption,  as  extracted  fimn  the  commission 
under  which  the  Court  ^at,  it  ripprari  that  the 
justices  betbre  whom  this  indicliucnt  was 
fbund,  had  authority  to  inquire  of  high  trea- 
sons,  in  compassing  or  imagining  the  death 
of  fiitr  lord  the  king — that  is  the  only  part  of 
thcif  jurisdiction  which  can  apply  to  the  pre- 
sent case;  and,  therefore,  I  am  justifiedmm 
thai  alone  in  saying,  that  the  only  question 
ftv  your  consideration,  at  least  one  question, 
wilDoat  fiDdhig  whkh  hi  the  affitmative,  you 
cannot  convict  the  gentleman  who  stands  at 
TOUT  bar,  is,  wheliier  he  has  comfwsaed  the 
Icing's  death— that  is  the  only  treason  as  a|»- 
plicable  to  this  case,  stated  in  the  commission 
under  which  the  indictment  was  found;  and 
though  tlie  gentleman  at  the  bar  liad  been 
guilty  of  twenty  other  acts  of  treason,  wheiw 
cvf  r  lie  mi^ht  he  nnswcrablc  for  them,  he 
would  not  be  answerable  in  this  court. 

Atiolher  place,  gentlemen,  in  whkh  we 
may  seek  the  crime  imputed  to  the  nrisoner, 
i«  the  indictment  itself.  That  inuictmfnt 
charges,  in  the  hr>i  place,  the  treason  -and 
In  tfie  next  place,  it  charges  the  overt«ctSk  I 
by  which  it  is  insisted,  that  that  treason  is 
proved.  The  treason  cbar^  against  the  pri> 
senerw  that  part  of  the  mdictment  wfaoch 
must,  as  it  dues,  contain  the  crime  imputed 
to  him  IS,  that  he  has  compassed  to  bnngour 
krd  ihe  king  lo  death ;  and  this  is  the  only 
nttterial  charge  in  that  part  of  the  indictment, 
for  T  '-lire  that  the  court  will  go  along 
with  nie  when  1  say,  that  if  every  thinjg  else 
lad  been  omitted  but  that  jaH  of  the  indict- 
ment, and  nothing  had  been  staled,  hul  that 
the  prisoner  coroDa<^sed  the  king's  deuth,  tiie 
indictment  would  be  good.— if  every  thing 
dse  had  been  lef  t  in  the  indictment,  and  that  j 
part  of  it  which  dungei^  thai  he  bid  com- 
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passed  the  ktng^s  death  had  been  omitted,- 
the  indictment  would  have  been  bad;  there- 
fore it  follows  as  an  irresbtihie  conclusion^ 
that  the  only  malerial  charge  in  this  indfct- 
ment,  nr^Ainst  Mf.  Tooke  is,  that  he  has 
compassed  the  king's  death. — But  the  indict- 
ment must  go  farther,  it  mitel  charge  overt- 
acts  by  which  ha  has  endeavoured  to  bring 
about  this  design,  coneeived  by  him,  to  put 
the  king  to  death.— It  does  charge  several 
overt-acts  which  it  is  not  necMMtry  fbr  me 
to  state  to  yoii  partu  nl.irly  ;  liiit  thus  much  I 
will  observe,  that  in  the  introduction  of  every 
overt-act,  the  indictment  states,  as  it  must 
state,  and  it  would  be  bad  if  it  did  not,  that 
**  to  fulfil,  perfect,  and  bring  to  effect  the 
treason  before  mentioned  tliat  is  the  com- 
passing the  kina's  death,  Mr.  Tooke  com- 
mitted the  arts  charged  a^inst  him  :  if  thO 
indictment  liad  not  Suited  that  these  acts  wera 
committed  fbr  the  purpose  of  bringing  about 
the  kinjr's  death,  tlie  indictment  would  he  bad 
— It  iuliows  of  course,  therelbrc,  that  you 
have  to  try,  not  only  the  existence  of  those 
acts  that  are  stated  as  overt-acts,  but  likewise 
their  lendcnry,  and  whether  they  were  com- 
mitted in  prosecution  of  tlial  lorraerly  im- 
puted treason,  the  compassing  the  king's 
death. 

Gentlemen,  the  acts  themselves  charged 
against  the  prisoner,  are  chielly,  that  he 
agreed  with  olhcrs  that  a  convention  of  the 
people  should  be  held  in  this  country  ;  which 
convention,  when  drawn  together,  was  to  act 
against  the  government  of  the  country,  and 
to  rirpose  the  king; — there  are  other  counts 
stating  a  general  conspiracy  to  overturn  the 
Mvemroent,  and  to  depose  the  king.  I  take, 
therefore,  the  bum  of  the  charge  against  the 
prisoner  lo  be  this — that  he  has  conipasscj 
the  king'b  death,  and  ui  order  lo  efl'ccl  that 
purpose,  has  done  certain  other  things  with  a 
view  first  to  'Irpn-sR  the  king,  and  by  means 
of  that  de^btlion  of  the  k^hg,  ultimately  lo 
produce  bis  death.  This  is  ttie  treason  slated 
upon  the  indictment,  and  llie  only  treason  as 
applicable  to  a  case  of  Uus  sort  which  could 
be  stated  there. 

I  have  hitherto  insisted,  from  the  authority 
?iven  to  the  court  before  which  this  indict- 
ment was  found,  uud  from  lite  charge  in  the 
indictment  itself,  that  the  &cts  for  you  latiy 
arc— fir«;t,  whether  the  prisoner  compa«9ed 
the  king's  death ;  secondly,  whether  he  com- 
mitted those  acts  tlwt  are  charged  upon  him 
in  the  indit  tment ;  and  thirdly,  whether  he 
committed  them  in  prosecution  uf  this  design. 
I  proceed  now  to  the  statute  upon  which  alone 
this  indictment  could  be  framed,  the  statute 
of  23fh  Kdw  'id,  pai>sed  in  i%-hat  my  lord 
Coke  calls  a  bleased  parliament,  because  it 
secured  the  subject  from  those  charges  off 
constructive,  ohvcure,  and  undefined  la-ason- 
to  which  be  was  hefure  exposed,  and  laia 
down  a  certain  and  unerring  palh  by  whieb 
he  might  in  future  dineihis  conduct,  andfot« 
lowing  which  ha  waa  aura  of  not  Munfr  iiH 
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trvipped  by  that  which  I  am  sorry  to  say  in 
UiUbc  early  times,  was  a  state  engine  of  per* 
Mcution — HO  indictment  for  high  treason. 

With  this  view  the  statute  ot  25th  Edw.  3d 
^as  passed.   It  begins  witli  reciting  the  mis- 
chiere  I  have  stated ;  it  recites  wtX  divers 
opinions  had  been  before  that  time  entertained 
in  what  case  treason  shail  be  said,  and  in  what 
not ;  and  therefore,  the  king,  at  the  reauest 
of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  makes  a  declara^ 
tion  in  the  manner  as  lirrcafler  f<>llo\veth. 
Then  the  statute  goes  uu  (i  uced  uul  aULc  tiie 
nvhole  of  it)  to  sav  what  shall  be  treason  as 
attaching  to  the  king's  person — "  That  is  to 
say,  when  a  man  doth  coropa5i»  or  imagine 
the  death  of  oiur  lord  the  kmg,  or  our  udy 
his  queen,  or  of  their  eldest  son  and  heir,  and 
thereof  be  provably  attainted  of  open  deed  by 
the  people  of  their  coudiUon."   Now,  gentle- 
men, you  will  observe  that  before  this  sta- 
tute was  passed,  treason  was  a  crime  unde- 
fined by  the  statute  law ;  whea  a  man  was 
indicted  for  high  treason,  and  a  jury  impan- 
cllrtl  to  try  liini  on  that  charge,  they  knew 
Slot,  uutil  It  wab  cxplamed  to  them  from  the 
bench,  ofwhattngh  treason  consisted ;  they 
must,  therefore,  learn  from  tite  Court  what 
was  the  crime  imputed  to  the  prisoner;  but, 
alter  iliai  statute,  this  ceases  to  be  the  case, 
thev  learn  now  from  a  higher  authority  what 
liigh  trea'^nti  i  -  ;  by  (his  statute  evcrj'  branch 
(nhigh  treason  is  buccihcally  pointed  out  to 
them;  that,  therefore,  which  before  was  a 
matter  of  law  in  the  breast  uf  the  judge :  ,  be- 
comes by  virtue  ot  this  statute,  a  matter  of 
fad  iu  the  breast  of  the  Jury,  and  the  statute 
points  out  to  them  what  facts  shall  coostitute 
tigli  trea<;on. 

But,  gentlemen,  the  makers  of  this  statute 
were  aware  how  difficult  it  was  to  guani  the 
sul  jr  rt  against  unjust  prosecutions  tor  treason 
— ouc  might  have  thought  that  having  pointed 
out  what  should  be  the  ofience,  if  it  bad  not 
been  a  very,  very  crying  oppression  indeed, 
one  might  nave  thought  that  the  makers  of 
the  statute  wuuUl  imvc  i>upposeii  Uiai  ^uiiicient 
Ibr  the  security  of  the  suoject  $  but  they  have 
not  done  so ;  th'  v  knew  what  an  eivjiiTr  of 
oppression  prosecutions  for  high  treason  were 
made;  and,  themfore,  in  their  solicitude  for 
the  security  of  the  subject,  in  the  anxiety  tliat 
he  sb(^uld  not  in  future  be  exposed  to  vague 
aud  loose  cl)argeii  of  irca^uu,  the  statute  goes 
on  e^ressly  to  prohibit  the  considering  any 
thing  as  treason,  cx^opt  what  is  cont  ained  in 
this  statute,  the  words  to  which  i  allude  are 
these—*'  And  it  is  to  be  understood,  that  in 
the  cases  above  reliearsed  llml  ought  to  be 
judged  treason,  which  extends  to  our  lord  the 
king,  and  his  royal  m^est>  ,  &c.  and  because 
that  maojr  other  like  cases  of  treason  may 
h  a|)pen  in  time  to  come,  which  a  man  cannot 
liuuk  nor  declare  at  this  present  time,  it  is 
Mcorded  that  if  any  otnw  ease,  supposed 
treason,  which  is  not  above  spcciticd  doth 
happen  botorn  any  Justices,  the  justices  shall 
tarry  wiUioul  i*ny  going  to  judgment  uf  the 


treason  tiil  the  cause  be  showed  and  declared 
before  the  king  and  his  parliament,  whether 
it  ought  to  be  judged  treason,  or  other  lb» 

lony^' 

You  sec  here  is  an  express  prohibition  to 
the  courts,  from  a  suspicbo  entertsmed  at 
that  time  that  future  courts  might  aclas  pre- 
ceding courts  bad  done.  Here  is  an  express 
prohibition  to  them  to  go  out  of  the  words  of 
the  statute,  and  to  adjudge  any  thing  to  be 
treason,  that  is  not  above  specified. 

'Suvi  Vie  iiave  gut  three  steps.  VVc  have 
g;ot  the  commission  under  which  the  c  ourt 
sits;  we  have  got  the  charge  againsrt  tlu'  pri- 
soner, as  contained  in  the  indictment^  aud  we 
have  got  the  statute  itself  wader  which  thtt 
conunissiun  issued,  and  upon  theauthonty  of 
which  this  indictment  is  urawn. 

The  next  thing  we  have  to  go  to,  is  the 
opinion  of  learned  men  of  the  profession  of 
the  law  who  have  construed  this  statute   ^^  e 
know  of  none  more  learned  than  my  lord 
Coke;  he  has  always  been  called,  as  my 
leariK  d  friend,  Mr.  Erskine,  said  in  his  open- 
ing,   The  Oracle  of  the  Law."  Let  us  ace 
what  he  lays  down  as  the  rules  by  which  thb 
statute  should  be  construed.  My  lord  Coke*s 
third  Institute  is  a  comment  upon  this  sta- 
tute, and  in  commenting  upon  the  words — 
"  If  a  man  shall  compass  or  imagine  the 
death  of  the  king,"  he  say^.  "  AncTifii  be 
not  williin  the  words  ot  this  act,  then  by 
force  of  a  clause  hereafter  mentioned,  it  am* 
not  be  adju']L;ed  treason  until  it  le  declared 
treason  by  parliament,  which  is  the  ramedj 
in  tliat  case.'* 

I  lold  you,  gentlemen,  that  it  had  been 
foreseen  by  ihf  legislature,  that  as  jud!:<^<^ 
wlio  had  sat  bclurt;  the  making  of  that  s^t*- 
tute,  had  construed  that  to  be  treason  whidi 
was  not  so,  so  those  who  followed  might  en- 
deavour to  do  the  same  thing.  In  truth, 
gentlemen,  notwithstanding  what  I  have 
stated  to  you  of  the  express  definition  of 
treason  in  tliat  statute  ;  notwithstanding  what 
I  have  staled  to  }ou  of  the  prohibition  to 
jud;;es  to  hold  any  thing  to  be  treason  that  ia 
nut  there  specified,  the  sanie  condurt  was  ptir- 
sued  by  judges  af  ter  that  tune,  and  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  pass  another  statute,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  back  tlie  law  to  tlie  rule  laid 
dow  fi  by  the  statute  of  25  Edward  3d,  and  ac- 
cordingly there  was  parsed,  in  the  dr»l  year 
of  queen  Mary,  another  act,  stating  tliat  thnon 
grievances  had  existed,  and  expressly  prohi- 
biting that  extension  oi  authority  ag^  ia 
the  judges,  and  eniwtiog  that  omy  suea  an 
were  declared  and  expressed  to  be  trea-son  and 
petit  treason  in  tliat  act,  should  hereafter  be 
considered  as  treason.  So  that  you  see  here 
is  the  act  of  the  legislature  in  the  96  Edw.  3d  t 
here  is  the  act  of  the  lr_-islaturo  in  the  l^t  of 
Mary,  re-enacting  that  act,  correcting  abukoa 
that  esistid  belween  the  making  of  thlli  nek 
and  llic  act  I  am  now  ob-^crviTic  upon,  and 
bringing  back  the  law  to  tluit  which  tlw 
2^  Ldward  3id  had  estabUahed,  oamo^-  m 
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the  temple  set  (u  lar  ts  applies  to  this  case) 

of  conipaf'^inLr  thr  king's  death. 

Gentiemeu,  this  statute  Ukewise  lord  Coke 
a>minents  upon,  as  well  as  the  other ;  the 
words  which  I  read  to  you  from  the  statute, 
were  **  that  nothing  should  be  considered  as 
treason  that  was  uot  i^pecifitd  and  expressed 
ia  that  act."  Lord  Coke  comments  upon  the 
word*: «« ^pcrificd  and  expressed"  "  this  word 
specified/'  be  sa^s,  is  to  be  specially  ob- 
served, for  it  is  ss  nuich  as  to  ^y  particu  • 
Isriaed,  or  set  down  particularly,  so  as  no- 
thinj*  is  left  to  the  construction  of  the  judge, 
if  it  be  uot  specified  and  parUculari7.ed  before 
hy  this  ad."  Then  you,  gentlemen,  have 
Bothin^:  to  try,  their  lordships  can  Imld  rnrr. 
nizance  of  nothing  but  that  which  is  specihed 
aod  expressed  in  the  statute  of  95  Edward 
3rd,  and  nothing  is  specified  and  expressed  in 
that  statute  but  the  treason  of  compassing 
the  kinz*s  death ;  we  have  h^l  the  authority 
OBderwuich  the  Court  sits— the  indictment— 
th<?  <;tntute — the  construction  of  the  first  law- 
yer ot  this  country  upon  that  statute,  expressly 
sMiog,  that  there  is  no  tresson  thst  can  coma 
under  your  rogni7nnce  in  this  charge,  except 
the  compassing  the  king's  death,  and  that 
that  is  the  act  which  you  nave  to  tiy. 

Now  let  us  see  what  has  been  the  conduct 
of  the  ablest  judges  of  this  cotintrv  sitting  in 
judicature.  I  could  refer  you  tu  man  y  cases 
upon  tint  subject,  iHit  will  confine  myself  to 
cnr,  bfTiiT<;r  that  speaks  for  all,  ami  it  i  \isled 
at  a  time  when  no  favour  was  showu  to  per- 
sons cbsTged  with  the  crime  of  which  Mr. 
Tooke  now  stands  accused  ;  I  speak  of  the  trial 
of  lord  Russell,*  in  the  time  of  Charles  8nd. 
Lord  Russell  was  tired  before  my  lord  chief 
jastice  Pembei  ton,f  as  wise,  as  learned,  and  as 
abl'»  a  iTjdgc  as  ever  adorned  the  bench.  The 
treason  charged  against  my  lord  Russell  was, 
that  he  Inul  compassed  tbie  Icing's  death;  that 
?<;  iJic  trca-  n  cliarged  against  the  gentleman 
at  tiie  bar ;  tiie  overt-act  charged  against  my 
kvd  Russell  was,  that  "  to  l^lfil  and  efllect 
his  most  horrible  treasons  and  traitorous 
eomjpassings,  he  with  others,  did  meet  to- 
gether, consult,  agree,  and  conclude  insur- 
feetidn  and  rebellion  to  move  and  Stir  up 
"Z'iinst  our  lord  the  king  of  this  countn,',  and 
to  destroy  the  guards  appointed  for  the  pre> 
tervation  of  the  king's  person."  The  overt- 
act  stated  was  a  conspiracy  to  raise  insurrec- 
tion and  rehclhon  against  the  king,  and  to 
M:ize  the  guards  appointed  for  the  preservation 
ef  his  person ;  that,  yoo  see,  gentlemen,  is  as 
Strong  an  overt-act  as  csn  fc  ?t:itcd;  and  if 
that  overt-act  had  been  treason  ot  itself,  with- 
sirt  considering  it  as  connected  with  tlie 
treason  churc;rd  in  compassing  the  king's 
death,  so  my  lord  chief  justice  Peinberton  m 
Slimming  up  the  case  to  the  jury  would  have 
told  them. 

Now  let  us  see  what  lord  chief  justice  Pero- 
•  Sea  Vot.  9  of  this  CoUeetioii.  p.  SfJ. 
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berton  does  M  them.  The  charge  you  see 

is  compassing  the  king's  deatc» ;  the  overt- 
I  act  is  conspinng  to  stir  up  rebellion  against 
;  the  Derson  of  the  king,  and  to  seize  those 
guards  that  were  appointed  for  the  preser* 
I  vation  of  his  person.  Lord  chief  justice  Pein- 
berton in  summing  up  to  the  jury  tells  them, 
that  the  question  is  not  whether  lord  Russell 
I  did  conspire  to  seize  these  guards,  and  to  stir 
I  up  insurrection  and  rebelhon  lu  the  kingdom; 
{  he  does  not  state  that  that  woold  lie  treasont 
but  he  says — **  The  ({uestion  before  you  will 
i  be,  whether  upon  this  wholr*  matter,  you  do 
j  believe  that  lord  Russell  had  any  design  upon 
I  the  king's  life,  to  destroy  the  king,  or  lake 
!  away  his  life,  for  that  is  the  tnalerial  part 
here;  it  is  used  aod  given  you  by  the  king's 
eonnsd  as  an  endence  of  this,  thst  he  did 


conspire  to  raise  an  insurrection,  and  to 
cause  a  rising  of  the  people."  Tiie  conspi- 
ring to  do  that,  you  see,  was  left  only  as 
evidence  to  the  jury,  from  which  tiiey  were 
to  conclude,  whether  the  prisoner  embraced 
in  that  conspiracy  a  design  to  bring  the  kins 
to  death,  so  that  the  overt-act  is  considerea 
as  evidence  of  the  treason,  whicfi  treason  is 
compassing  the  king's  death.  He  goes  on — 
"That  he  aid  cons|Hre  to  raise  an  insurrec- 
tion, and  to  cause  a  rising  of  the  people,  to 
make  as  it  were,  a  rebellion  wittnn  the  na- 
tion, and  to  surprise  the  king's  guards,  which, 
say  they,  can  have  no  other  end  but  to  seise 
and  destroy  the  king,"  evidently  showing 
that  if  thev  did  not  think  that  was  the  end. 
il  was  not  nigh  treason.  And  he  adds—'*  And 
it  is  a  great  evidence  ;"  and  I  think  it  was  a 
great  ev  idence — It  is  a  great  evidence,  if  my 
lord  Russell  did  design  to  seize  the  king's 
t^ards,  and  make  an  insurrection  in  the  king- 
dom, of  a  design  to  surpri'^e  the  king's  pcr- 
souj"  but  it  is  only  an  evidence.  Lord  chief 
justice  Pemberton  pots  it  as  an  eindence  to 
thejury  of  his  enlerlainm:^  in  his  heart  a  de. 
sign  to  bring  the  king  to  death;  and  if  he 
had  not  that  design,  it  evidently  appears  from 
the  manner  in  which  he  puts  this  case,  that 
in  his  judgment  it  wa^  not  high  treason. 

*♦  Upon  the  wiioie,"  he  tells  thejury. "  this 
matter  is  left  to  you;  if  you  believe  the  pri- 
soner at  the  bar  to  ha%-c  conspired  the  death 
of  the  king,  and  in  order  to  that  to  have  had 
these  consults  that  the  witnesses  speak  of, 
then  you  must  find  hini  guilty  of  this  treason 
that  is  laid  to  his  charge."  •  So  I  say  with 
respect  lo  tlic  gentleman  that  now  stands  at 
your  bar,  in  the  words  of  that  venerable  and 
learned  judg*',  my  lord  chief  justice  IVm- 
bertoa;  it  you  should  believe,  upon  the  evi- 
dence produced  to  you,  that  the  prisoner  at 
the  bar  did  conspire  the  death  of  the  king, 
and  m  order  to  do  that,  in  order  lo  bring 
about  the  death  of  the  king,  that  he  had 
these  consults  that  the  witnesses  have  snoken 
to;  then  T  siythr^i  you  ought  to  finu  him 
guiUy;  1|  his  counbel,  say  so;  but  1  say  hke- 
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wise,  armed  with  more  than  the  aulhorUy  of 
a  counsel,  armed  with  the  authority  of  a  judge, 
because  I  speak  out  uf  liie  mouth  of  a  judge, 
tjaal  if  you  do  not  6nd  that  he  conspired  the 
death  of  the  king;  if  you  do  not  find  that  in 
order  to  bring  about  that  design  to  kill  the 
kin^  he  held  these  consults  which  are  proved 
in  thj>  ca>e,  then  you  must  acquit  him  of  this 
charge,  and  1  say  thifr,  as  I  said  to  vou  be- 
fore, npt  with  the  aothori^  of  an  aavocate, 
but  with  the  authority  of  a  judge,  because  I 
repeat  to  you  the  words  of  a  most  learned 
and  respectable  judge,  in  a  similar  case. 

Gentlemen,  so  appcus  to  me  to  be  the  law, 
tmdcr  which  the  prisoner,  at  vonr  bar,  stands 
upon  his  trial :  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  me 
to  discuss  that  nice  point,  whether,  if  you 
shall  believe  him  to  have  been  zuilty  of  a 
conspiracy  to  depose  the  kini^,  it  follows,  as  a 
xnatter  of  law,  not  of  fact,  tiwl  lie  is  guiltv  of 
compassing  tlie  king's  dc»th;  because  I  aefy 
any  jury,  upon  the  evidence  thai  has  been 
produced^  tu  find  the  gentleman  at  the  bar 
guilty  of  conspiring  to  depose  ^eldog;  but 
thus  much  I  must  say,  that  when  tfi  it  point  is 
brought,  it  ever  it  sliall  be  brought,  before 
the  Court,  I  do  verily  think,  if  there  are  de- 
cisions, wnich  I  do  not  know  that  there  are, 
but  if  there  are  dpciMons  which  state  it,  as  a 
conclusion  of  law,  to  be  drawn  by  the  Court, 
not  an  inferenee  of  fact  for  the  jury,  tlint  a 
conspiracy  to  depose  the  Wwz  involves  in  it  a 
compassing  bis  death,  the  Cvutt  will  then 
have  to  decide  between  tite  tiithorityof  those 
decisions  and  of  the  statute  itself;  for  I  think 
it  impossible  to  support  those  decisiooB  by 
liic  statute. 

My  apprehension  of  the  law  upon  the  sub- 
jf  ct,  I  m;ike  no  scniplc  to  state  it  precisely,  is 
this ;  that  there  ^e  three  things  fur  the  jury, 
and  one  for  the  Court  to  detemune.  The  first 
question  for  the  jury  is,  as  I  apprehend  the 
law,  whether  the  prisoner  compassed  the 
Ipng's  death.  The  second  is,  whether,  in 
point  uf  fact,  he  committed  the  overt-acts 
that  are  laid  in  tbf  inrlirtment.  The  third  is, 
whether  these  overl  aclb  had  a  tendency  to 
Ibe  bringing  about  that  treason,  which  roust 
W  first  chargad,  the  con)p:is!^inj:  the  king's 
death,  t  hese  appear  to  me  to  be  the  three 
considerations  for  the  jury,  in  all  cases  of  this 
sort.  There  is  a  consideration  for  the  Court 
likewise:  whether  the  overt-act,  that  is  slatpd 
lu  ttic  indictment  as  committed  by  the  prisoner, 
with  a  view  to  bring  about  the  death  of  the 
l^ing,  be  surli  an  overt-art  as  satisfies  thr  ^-ta- 
tute ;  lull  alter  the  statute  has,  in  point  of 
fact,  defined  and  stated  what  shall  be  treason, 
and  that  there  must  be  an  overt- act  com- 
mitted, m  prosecution  of  the  treason  imputed 
to  the  prisoner ;  ^hai  seems  to  lue  to  be  the 
only  thing  which  is  left  for  the  Court. 

Having;  dwelt  rnurh  Irn^fr  tlian  T  intended 
vpon  this  part  ot  jlic  case,  and  disposed  of  the 
Uw  which  arises  out  <^  it,  I  come  now  to  fSbb 
jfact. 

GeaUcmcQ,       ^imge  tg/ua^  the  pri- 


soner, upon  the  indictment,  is,  that  he  com- 
passed the  king's  death  ;  that  he  agreed  that 
a  conveutiuu  should  be  held,  for  the  purpose 
of  overturning  the  government,  and  deposing 
the  king,  in  order  to  effect  that  purpose  of  his 
against  the  life  of  the  king;  and  i  do  not 
mean  to  conceal  that  there  arc  other  counts 
in  the  indictment,  imputing  to  hini  a  df  i2;n 
of  accomplishing  the  same  end,  not  through 
the  medium  of  a  convention,  but  bv  meui  of 
a  general  conspira^.  TheM  an  the  chaig^ 
in  the  indictment. 

The  solicitor-general,  in  opcrung  this  case 
to  you,  stales  in  terms  what  he  attributes  to 
the  prisoner,  and  I  am  willinp;  to  meet  him 
upon  the  charge  as  he  states  it,  he  says — "  X 
attribute  to  the  prisoner  a  conspiracy  to  do* 

5)ose  the  king,  and  to  do  this  by  liis  own 
brce,  or  by  the  force  of  those  employed  by 
him.*'  Then  laying:  indictment,  and  statute, 
and  every  tUqg*eise  out  of  the  case,  the 
avowed  chnrge  agunst  the  prisoner  is,  that 
he  conspired  to  depose  the  king,  and  that  he 
meant  to  do  this  eilAier  by  his  own  force,  or 
by  thr  force  of  those  w!io  might  be  under  his 
control,  and  whom  he  might  direct ;  tliat  i» 
the  object  imputed  to  the  prisoner  by  thoss 
who  conduct  this  prosecution.  We,  on  the 
oUier  hand,  say,  that  this  never  entered  into 
the  mind  either  of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  or 
of  any  of  those  who  ever  bad  any  eommuni- 
cation  with  liim :  we  say  that  he  had  an  ob- 
ject which  he  proclaimed  to  the  world,  which 
DO  oommiiokated  to  his  friends,  whom  in  the 
hours  of  confidence  he  conversed  with,  and 
which,  throut^h  the  whole  course  of  his  life, 
lie  lias  uniformly  and  steadily  pursued ;  that 
object  we  say  was  a  Parliamentary  Reform, 
and  that  a  Parliamentary  Reform  was  his  real 
object,  after  the  evidence  that  has  been  givea 
in  this  case,  it  is  impossible  for  any  rauonal 
being,  for  a  moment,  to  doubt. 

The  question  is,  whether  Mr.  Tooke  has 
conspired  to  depose  the  king  by  force,  to  l>e 
used  by  himself,  or  by  others,  who  were  to  be 
under  his  control.  The  primary  instrument 
stated  upon  this  indictment,  and  which  they 
endeavoured  to  prove  that  he  meant  to  us* 
for  that  purpose,  w.xs  this  convention;  the 
resolving,  with  others,  to  call  this  convention, 
is  slatea  as  ao  overt-act  committed  by  him, 
in  the  prosecution  of  his  primary  design,  to 
depose  the  kint',  and,  his  ullimaie  design,  to 
bring  him  to  deatli. 

Now,  geuilemeD,  let  us  fia mini?,  in  the 
first  place,  the  nature  of  this,  which  isronsi- 
dcrcu  as  the  overUact,  out  of  which,  and 
otherfiuts  stated  In  tho  case,  you  are  to  con* 
nect  this  design  of  Mr.  Tooke  to  depose  the 
king,  probably  to  set  himself  in  his  place,  and 
likewise  to  do  this  by  force.  It  is  proved  to 
you  that,  on  the  'J8th  of  March,  a  letter  was 
received  by  the  (  onstilutional  ScK-iety,  of 
which  Mr.  Tooke  was  certainly  a  member, 
from  the  London  Corresponding  Society,  pro* 
posing  to  the  Constitutional  Society  that  txiey 
should  concur  with  them  in^  c^aia  ol^e<;ts. 
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Now  let  us  see  what  these  objects  were:— 
Wbetber  jrou  concur  with  us  in  i^eeing  Uie 
MCMMty  ofa  speedy  eoDveotioD,  for  the  mir- 
po^<  <.i{  obtaining,  m  a  constitutiunal  ana  le- 
gal nietlivd,  a  redress  of  tliose  grievances 
under  which  we,  at  present  labour;  and  which 
dB  only  be  effectually  removed  by  a  full  and 
fair  repreAenlatioDof  the  people  of  Great  Bri- 
taioi"  and  then  there  were  certjiin  resolutions 
added  to  this  letter : — That  eaual  laws  can 
never  be  expected  but  by  a  fn.!  and  fair  re- 
presentation Q\  Uie  people ;  to  obtain  which, 
in  the  way  poinled  out  hy  the  eoostitution, 
has  been,  and  is,  the  sole  object  of  this  so- 
ciety ;"  and  "  that  a  eonvention  of  the  peo- 
ple by  deleg^its,  deputed  fur  that  purpose, 
iTom  the  different  societies  of  the  fhencb  of 
freedom,  assembled  in  the  vacioua  parts  of 
thU  nation,  shall  be  called." 

Hie  Coiislitutiocial  Society  asree  that  it  is 
ft  to  send  an  answrr  to  this  uilcr,  which 
proposes  to  titcin  pursuing  a  certain  plan  not 
JA  il&elf  unlawful  unquestionably,  a  reform 
in  ftfliment  hy  hSffl  and  oomtttutional 
means."  I  hope  there  is  nothing  criminal  in 
tfiat;  certainly  there  is  nothing  of  high  trea- 
too:  but  then  here  is  a  lad  conspiracy  break- 
ing out — Ihev  dp  ire  to  confer~thcy  arc  to 
ooa£er  by  a  cununiilee,  and  thai  cooimiltee  is 
to  be  eomixMed  of  delegates.  On  the4tfiof 
April  there  is  a  letter  trom  the  committee  of 
the  London  Correspundine  Society,  acquaint- 
lag  Uu:»  Mjciety  that  Uiey  nad  appointed  iive 
persons,  who  were  to  meet  olhert,whoni  th^ 
Loped  the  Constitutional  "oriciv  would  up- 
pomti  and  the  Coostitubooal  Society  are  to 
aMMnt  a  CDmtnltteeof  eonference  with  them, 
and  then  a  great  deal  is  to  be  presumed  from 
the  circumstance  of  this  couiroiltee  meeting, 
and  not  the  whole  society ;  but  what  wouRl 
not  be  unlawful  for  the  whole  society  to  do, 
would  not  he  unlawful  for  a  certain  number 
of  those  persons  to  do :  there  is  no  more  cri- 
minality in  doing  a  thing  hy  deputation,  than 
doing  it  in  their  own  proper  persons  So  far 
there  is  nothing  criminal,  uut  Uie  acts  of 
these  men,  when  they  meet,  are  monstrous 
and  atrocious;  there  comes  the  overt-act  of 
treason ;  there  is  the  treason  itself ;  there  is 
that  which  shows  clearly  and  irresistibly,  when 
diiciosed,  that  the  object  of  this  gentleman, 
whoa^eed  th  it  tl.is  committee  should  sit,  uiul 
who  tuou^i  It  would  be  lit  that  atterwards 
a  ooBveDlioo  should  meet»  that  his  olyect  was 
first  to  depose  the  kin^  and^  iilltmatdly,  to 
bring  him  to  death. 

Now  what  is  it  this  committee  do  ?  Why 
eo  the  Jllhof  April,  they  receive  communi- 
cation that  the  delegates  from  the  two  so- 
cieties had  met ;  that  they  had  resolved  that 
it  was  very  desirable  that  a  general  roeetine, 
or  convention  of  the  fVic'iidN  (;f  litjci  ty  shoura 
be  caikd,  lor  the  purpose  of  taking  into  con- 
aidentioD  proper  methods  of  Mitaining  a 
and  fair  representation  of  the  people.  80 
that  a  re  solution  by  five  men  from  one  so- 
cietjf,  and  ml  (wisx  miioni^  Itutt^  ia  their 


opinion,  it  is  »  desirable  thing  thit  there 
shouid  he  a  meeting,  or  convention  ol  ttie 
friends  of  liberty,  not  for  the  purpose  of  do- 
ing any  thing,  but  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
into  consideration  the  proper  methods  ot  ob- 
taining a  full  and  fair  representation  of  thn 
people,  is  to  implicate  not  only  the  delegates 
from  the  London  Correspondiof^  Society,  and 
the  dfilegalcs  Irom  the  Constitutional  Society; 
not  only  the  secretaries  of  the  two  societies, 
not  only  all  who  hnd  an"  knc^  Irdj'-  of  these 
committees^  but  hkewiM:  ah  tiie  members  of 
all  tlie  societies,  tn  a  g«neral  eonspiracy  to 
depose  the  kint,  and  ultimately,  bring  him 
to  death !  There  is  the  hin|^e  of  the  cause ; 
this  is  the  overt-act  upon  which  they  rely,  as 
showing  that  Mr.  Tooke,  and  those  others 
with  whom  he  was  concerned,  hid  conspired 
to  depose  the  king,  in  the  first  instance,  and, 
by  means  of  that  deposition,  to  bring  him  to 
death. 

But|  gentlemen,  it  does  not  end  there; 
there  IS  more  of  mischief,  more  of  conspiracy, 
and  more  of  treason  behind. — ^The  society  for 
Constitutional  Information,  when  these  acts 
of  tiie  delegates  of  the  two  societies  arc 
brought  before  them,  deliberate  upon  them;' 
they  read  tiipsr  resolutions,  they  consider 
what  stiati  be  done  with  them,  nay,  they  had' 
a  debate  upon  them,  and  the  debiUe  is  upon 
the  word  convention  ;  it  was  thought  by  some 
that  the  M-ord  convention  might  give  offence 
even  to  well  designing,  but  ill  judging,  and 
weak  minds  ;  and  therefore  some  were  of  opi- 
nion that  it  would  be  better  to  leave  out  the 
word  convention,  and  let  the  word  vuetmg 
only  stand;  others  thought,  and  tliey  thoueht> 
rightly,  that  meeting  and  convention  signihe<l 
tl^  same  tiling,  and  it  did  not  signify  whether 
it  wascalled  both,  or  either;  however,  upon  the 
whole,  they  thought  that  if  there  were  doubts 
upon  the  subject,  it  was  brttrr  to  omit  the 
word  convention;  and  theretore  the  Latin 
word  coawitfioii  was  omilted,  aodtheSoioii 
word  meeting,  which  is  now  our  English 
word,  was  suffered  to  stand.  All  these  tilings 
were  entered  in  the  books  of  the  society,  and 
a  mark  drawn  round  the  words,  "  or  conven- 
tion," in  order  to  show  that  as  it  was  entered  in 
the  books  of  the  society,  the  words  "  or  con- 
vention" were  to  stand,  as  containing  an  ac- 
count of  whnt  was  reported-  to  the  society  by 
the  commutce  of  both  societies;  but  as  cotk* 
taining  an  account  of  what  theOmstitntional 
Society  agreed  to,  the  words  "  or  conven- 
tion," were  to  be  omitted ;  and  thus  ends  the 
whole  mystery  of  the  words  "  or  conveuliou  " 
being  inserted.  Dut  this  is  not  all;  there  is 
someiliin  j;  behind  ;  you  know  when  there  was 
treason  on  foot,  as  activity  was  to  be  exerted, . 
and  measures  were  tobetaken  fbromtumiog 
this  government,  and  for  setting  up  anarchy 
in  its  stead,  some  force  was  required,  and 
therefore  they  begun  to  muster,  and  they  ap- 
pointed prime  ministen^  thcgrajppointed  a  ca- 
binet, they  appointed  a  oonBittlBe  of  c<H>pe* 
ntjAnof  bi>tii  MoetiM* 
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Isow,  gentlemen,  if  you  will  please  to 
look  back  to  the  resokiUon  that  was  reported 
to  the  society,  you  will  see  what  the  real  ob- 
ject of  this  committee  of  co-o|^cration  must 
%K*e  been ;  they  report,  **  That  it  u  dewahle 
thai  there  should  he  a  meeting^or  convention, 
of  the  friends  of  liberty,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  into  constderation  llie  proper  methods 
■ofobtaniing  a  full  and  fair  repntseoiationSf  the 
people  and  tf  irn  re  i-^  a  committee  of  co- 
operaiion  ai)pumtcd  by  tiie  two  societies,  for 
the  purpose  reported  lo  be  desirable,  to  be 
sure;  for  thr  purpose  of  con-'iflf ring  what 
vere  the  best  measures ;  for  tlie  purpose  of 
oonMdertog  how  that  end,  wluch  was  before 
reported  in  one  of  those  resolutions  to  be  de- 
sirable, should  be  carried  into  eB'ect :  this  is 
the  construction  we  give  toil;  this  is  the  fair 
coDStmctkm  of  the  words;  this  is  the  fitir 
construction,  which  I  am  inslnu  trd  to  "jav  to 
jou,  every  man  who  has  liud  atiy  communi- 
eatioii'Wi&  the  society  did  put  tipon  it.  But 
110,  say  they,  on  the  purl  of  ilie  prosecu- 
tion ,  this  committee  of  co-operation  was  tor 
the  purpose  of  preparing  to  carrv  into  eifect 
tiiat  horrible  conspiracy,  which  they  bad  de- 
insed,  of  deposing  the  king. 

G«^tleraen,  you  cannot,  I  confess,  find  out 
what  men's  intentions  are  by  their  decfawations 
before-hand,  but,  I  think,  there  \^  no  belter 
waj^  of  jiul^g  of  them  than  by  seeing  wliat 
acts  are  after  the  resolutions  are  come 
to;  s  great  deal,  you  see,  rests  upon  the  ao> 
tions,  exertions,  and  energy  of  this  committee 
of  co-operauon.  I  think  the  purpu«>eii  of  the 
committee  of  ocH>peration  are  plamly  pointed 
out  by  tiie  preceding  rr-^olulions  ;  but  tnegcn- 
tiemen,  ou  the  other  hand,  say,  that  they 
are  all  a  pretext,  and  thai  their  <H>Jeeti«as  to 
carry  into  cHcct,  at  least^  the  conspiracy  to 
depose  the  king. 

Now  let  us  see  what  ihcy  did.  Thc^'  were 
apfNunted  to  meet  on  the  luh  of  April;  the 
first  man  who  was  arrc5ted  in  cither  of  these 
societies,  Mr.  Hardy,  was  ar leitttd  on  the  12lh 
of  May;  there  passed,  you  see,  more  than  a 
inontii,  and  yd  this  active,  this  powerful,  this 


Gentlemen,  this,  they  say,  may  be  true ; 
this,  we  admit,  was  a  if  that  appeared  to  the 
public,  bui.  although  these  people  did  cer- 
tainly always  liold  out  to  the  world,  and  hoki 
out  in  their  own  resolutions,  that  ttiek-  object 
was  to  obtain  a  parliamentary  refonn  ;  al» 
though  tiie  resolutions  of  this  cotunnttcc  of 
delegates,  appointed  as  I  have  stated  to  you, 
reported  that  to  be  their  object ;  altboogh  this 
committee  of  co-operation  took  care  to  do 
nothing  for  a  month,  yet  there  is  a  great  deal 
more  in  this  than  meets  the  ^r ;  they  wera 
long-headed  men;  and  though,  like  lord  Hur- 
leign,  in  the  Critic,  they  are  brought  upon 
the  stage,  and  stay  there  for  a  eonsiderable 
time,  and  do  nothmg  but  sit  in  an  arm-chair, 
and  shake  their  heads,  ycl  there  is  a  great  deil 
more  in  tlic  matter  ihao  you  suppose,  and  we 
will  show  you  that  there  is  so ;  ttwfs  isa great 
'  de;il  in  that  sittiiii^  inactive,  for  more  than  a 
month ;  tliere  is  a  jgreat  deal  more  of  activity 
than  a  roan  of  oniycoroinon  sane  can  Itod 
out,  and  we  will  prove  it;  and  I  admit  that 
they  do  endeavour  to  prove  il ;  and  I  admit 
likewise,  that  they  endeavoured  to  prove  it, 
by  the  only  witnesses  who,  if  it  existed  in  fac^ 
could  prove  it  If  any  man  in  this  kingdom 
cuuid  prove  the  fart  tliat  they  impute  to  Mr* 
Tooke,  the  witneMes  wliom  they  have  calleii 
are  the  men,  and  the  attorney-general  acted 
with  his  usual  honour  in  calling  them;  ho 
thought  it  fit  that  the  wliole  case  should  bo 
commimicaled  to  the  jury ;  be  knew  as  I  knew, 
he  felt  as  I  feel,  and  as  you  feel,  that  upon 
the  tace  of  this  there  was  nothing  in  it;  he 
felt,  tikewisc,  Uiat  those  wlio  were  concerned 
in  the  trtTjsaction  must  know  w  hat  thry  meant 
—he  fell  tliattbe  crime  here  was  in  the  meai^- 
ing,  and  therefore  he  determined  lo  bring  be* 
fore  you  thohc  wilnersses  who  were  concerned 
in  the  transaction,  who  knew  what  their  own 
meaning,  and  the  roeaningof  those  with  whom 
they  were  concerned,  was;  and  who  would, 
most  unquestionably,  when  c  illrd  by  him, 
communicate  tlic  wiioie  truUi  to  you,  and  they 
have  done  so. 

They  call  to  you  first  Ihe  man,  vhnni  one 


energetic  body ;  this  body  that  was  to  act  for  may  well  consider  as  the  certain  repository 
all  the  rest ;  this  body  that  was  to  carry  into   of  this  great  secret,  the  secretary  of  that  so- 


execution  ail  the  treasons  that  were  in  the 
minds  of  tlic  other*;,  never  did  one  <^in^leact 
throughout  tiie  wiiole  of  that  space  of  time, — 
whieb  was  more  than  a  month,— from  this 
time,  vrhcn  t!  (  ir  mnrting  was  appointed,  to 
the  time  at  wluch  the  first  tneinber  of  the  so- 
cil^  was  arrested.  Why,  gentlemen,  have 
you  credulity  for  tliis  ?  1  lave  you  laith  to  be- 
lieve that  a  society,  which  appointed  a  com- 
luittoe  of  co-operaUou,  who,  according  to  the 
Judgment  .of  all,  if  there  was  any  thine  of 
treason,  was  pursuing  the  measures  by  which 
that  treason  was  to  be  carried  on,  can  you  be- 
liePB  that  that  society  bad  treason  in  its  hear  t, 
when  the  committee,  appointed  to  carry  it 
into  execution,  remaincu  silent  nnd  inactive 


ciety  to  which  Mr.  1  ooke  belongs,  namely, 
Mr.  Adams ;  one  object  that  they  have  to 
make  out,  accordins  to  the  law,  as  I  have 
slated  it  to  you,  and  aeoording  to  the  charae 
against  the  prisoner,  as  .<^lutcd  to  you  uf 
the  solicitor -general,  is,  that  he  meant  to 
depose  the  king,  and  to  do  tMs  by  Ms  own 
force,  or  by  the  force  of  some  others  who 
acted  under  him — one  necessary  part  of  their 
case  wast  to  sliow,  that  they  were  prepared  to 
assemble  themselves  in  arms,  and  that  tbsj 
had  provide<l  thrnr^clves  with  all  requisitta 
necessary  for  furnishing  out  an  army. 

My  learned  ftiends  knew  money  to  be  the 
sinews  of  war,  and  thui  nothing  toidd  ht» 
done  without  it — Itiey  therefore  call  the  sc- 


for  more  than  a  month,  doing  uotkung,  and,  I  cretary  and  banker  of  this  society,  Mr.  Adamo 

1  verily  belietei  not  iMriH       li  Imi  od  be  is  queslMMwd  m  !•  iibnt  Ibim  ftpdi 


Digitized  by  Google 


461]  /or  High  Treason. 

are,  by  which  tV.p  expense  of  this  armament 
was  io  be  Uelrd^ed ;  he  t«Us  you,  that  tlic 
whole  revenue  of  hia  society  was  aixty 
guineas  a  year ;  tliat  ihr  ordinary  expense? 
werr  fifty  guineas  ;  so  tlmt  there  remained, 
alter  all  expenses  were  paid,  after  all  the 
nffioen  of  sute  were  satined  for  their  sala- 
ries; after  the  expense  of  candles,  and  all 
expense  of  that  sort  were  discharged,  there 
tcnuiSiiecl  •  surplus  of  ten  guineas,  towards 
overturning  the  government  nf  Ihi^  ronntn-,  J 
and  providing  an  army,  whereby  it  might  be 
overturned  ! — a  great  deal  of  money,  to  be 
sure,  but  they  had  not  even  the  whole  of  this 
t?n  guinea*,  for,  upon  tlir  rro«s  examination 
of  the  secretary,  he  says,  ttiat  though  tlie  ex- 
penses of  the  society  were  only  fifty  guineas, 
and  their  revenue  sixty,  yet  he  generally 
was  obliged  to  be  in  advance,  so  that  it  could 
be  only  by  issuing  letters  of  credit,  by  issuing 
banlw-bills  from  the  4>ociety,  that  tlK-y  could 

Sy  their  troops  out  of  these  tcn-guinea.s ; 
r  you  see,  the  secretary,  being  in  advance^ 
the  teo  Kuineas  were  not  forth-coming. 

It  vriM  be  said,  perhaps,  that  this  wm,  to 
be  sure,  all  the  money  wliich  they  had  in  the 
Conatituthmal  Society,  but  there  were  other 
focictirs  that  had  more;  that  the  Constiiu- 
tiouai  Society  was  not  the  society  relied  u|>un 
— but,  we  all  reoncinber,  that  the  Constitu- 
lioiial  Society  is  the  society  held  up  to  the 
^orld,  as  possessing  those  funds  from  which 
the  oUier  societies  were  to  draw— all  those 
vakoown  traitors  that  are  slated  upon  the 
rcccr[]    ill  those  nieu  into  whose  acts  the  at- 
toruey-^cDcral,  and  the  solicitor-general,  in 
thdr  evidence,  hare  gone  so  largely — they 
v^crc  all  poor  dogs ;  these  were  the  rich  men, 
these  the  people  wlio  were  to  support  them — 
these  were  the  bank-hulders,  these  were  tlic 
men  io  the  poasesMon  of  that  which  alone  can 
Hjpport  any  thing  of  force  in  this  country, 
and  thcretore,  i  never  can  be  told,  Ubat  if 
tiiere  was  not  money  here,  there  was  money 
any  where  else ;  for  if  this  great  national 
fund  failed,  there  was  nothing,  and  then  they 
were  to  go  to  war  without  money,  and  I 
Uikik,  it  appears,  without  men,  for  there  has 
not  been  any  proof  in  the  cati  r.  ihat  a  single 
individual  han  been  spoken  to,  wtio,  for  love, 
was  Io  undertake  this  cause ;  therefore,  there 
is  not  any  proof  m  the  cause,  either  lluil  any 
force  was  secured,  lor  the  purpose  of  under- 
taking the  conspiracy  which  they  say  was  in 
agitation  ;  and  tnere  is  no  money  in  the  poc- 
ket, by  which  those  who  might  hereafter  be 
induced  to  undertake  it,  were  likely  to  be 
brought  to  it  So  much  for  the  foods  of  this 
society. 

ScoUaimL  vou  know,  is  a  cheap  country,  and 
my  learned  niend  loiMrs  that  it  is,  he  assents 

to  it :  a  man  can  live  in  Scotland  a  great  deal 
che  !i»pr  than  he  can  in  Kngland?  and  a  great 
deal  ol  money  would  not  be  necessary  to  s>up- 
pott  him  diiring  bis  residence  there;  and 
yet,  so  poor  was  this  rich  society,  so  destitute 
was  Uuft  touQlttin  from  which  ail  the  other 
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societies  wore  to  draw,  that  tliey  could  not 
find  money  enough  even  to  support  a  dele> 
gate,  whom  it  was  in  conten^»Iation  Io  send 

to  the  Convention  at  Edinburgh  ;  for,  when 
a  parcel  of  individuals  had  elected  one  Yorke  * 
as  a  delegate  to  the  British  Convention,  at 
Edinborgn,  the  whole  society  coald  not  raise 
TiKtnfv  enouirh  to  support  him  in  that  cho^ 
country,  and  llierefore  he  refused  to  go. 

But,  gentlemen,  there  may  be  arms  to  be 
put  inmiediately  into  the  hanrh  of  all  the 
members  of  all  these  societies— there  may 
be  a  preparation  to  arm  them  against  the  go- 
vernment, on  a  sudden;  and  the  prosecutors 
wiir say,  though  in  the  course  of  the  business 
of  this  conspiracy  for  a  convention,  Uiey  have 
not  proved  any  thing  that  fixes  direct  crimi* 
nality  upon  the  prisoner — from  the  proceed- 
ings, as  they  appear  from  the  books ;  yet  the 
secretary,  this  man  who  is  in  their  secrets,  be 
would  he  able  to  prove  to  yuu,  jtrobably,  not 
only  what  their  objects  were,  but  likewise 
what  means  ihey  had  of  accomplishing  these 
objects.    If  there  was  any  preparation  for 
arms — any  muskets— any  pikes — any  hand- 
knives  prepared,  for  the  purpose  of  cariying 
this  great  aesi^n  into  execution  he  knows  it, 
and  he  will  tell  you  of  it— he  is  questioned  to 
that;  i  forget  whether  the  centlcman  oo  the 
other  side,  or  wc,  asked  him,  but  he  was 
asked,  whether  he  bad  ever  heard,  during  Ida 
continuance  in  this  society,  from  the  time 
he  entered  into  it,  till  he  left  it,  during  his 
attendance  on  any  committees,  in  his  conveiw 
sation  with  any  nienibcr,  whether  he  had 
ever  heard  a  single  raention  made  of  any 
arms  which  were  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
any  of  those  societies,  or  of  any  force  which 
any  of  them  were  to  use ;  and  he  tells  you, 
in  direct  terms,  that  he  never  heard  any  thing 
of  such  a  matter ;  that  he  never  had  aoy  sus- 
picion of  it;  th;tt  he  was  constantly  present 
at  all  their  meetings ;  that  never  a*hutwaa 
given  from  any  indtvidnal  in  any  of  the  so- 
cietics,  of  any  such  intention— that  commu- 
nicating willi  the  members,  and  the  societies 
themselves,  he  never  heard  from  any  one  of 
them  a  hint  dropped  to  this  purpose — that, 
being  intimately  cotmected  with  Mr.  Tooke, 
he  knows,  as  he  believes,  his  secret  thoughts; 
he  was  connected  witii  him  in  such  away,  that 
if  he  had  any  secret  thoughts  on  this  point, 
winch  it  was  not  his  intention  to  have  com- 
municated, it  is  hardly  possible  that,  at  some  * 
unguarded  hour,  thev  should  not  have  burst 
forth  ;  he  tf  IK  you  he  never  heanl,  believed, 
or  suspected,  or  iiad  reason  to  think,  that  aoy 
other  person  knew,  believed,  or  suspected, 
that  there  was  a  design  in  the  society,  or  in 
any  individual  member  of  the  society,  or  in 
any  other  person  connected  with  them,  ever 
to  act  with  force  against  this  government, 
much  less  to  prepare  th^m^mlvrs  with  suffi- 
cient force,  for  liic  purpoi>c  ot  acting  personally 
against  it. 


*  See  his  Trial,  a.  p.  IT95,  tnjrti. 
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But,  gonllrmen,  there  mi^ht  he  nnotlirr 
thing;  there  niisht  be  another  ingredient  m 
tiiis  cause,  which  would  serve  I  think, 
better  than  any  other  that  thev  have  at- 
tempted to  have  recourse  to — there  might 
have  heen  a  secret  committee,  and  if  thej 
could  have  eslabtu^ed  to  you,  that  there  had 
been  a  secret  commltfee  in  this  society,  then 
it  would  have  hten  argued,  with  great 
strength  of  reasoning,  that  this  secret  com- 
mittee concealed  from  all  the  world,  all  that 
it  intended,  and  all  \hn\  it  did ;  but  even  that 
ar^ment  is  shut  out  Ifoai  this  case,  for,  when 
Aduns  was  asked,  whether  they  ever  had  a 
secret  committcf  in  this  society,  he  5ays,  no, 
we  never  had  any  i^uch  thmg,  all  nur  proceed- 
ings were  open  and  public;  nothing  was 
done  that  all  tlic -riciety  did  nol  know;  no- 
thme  was  dune  that  we  had  any  objection  to 
all  tne  world  knowing,  the  greatest  part  of  it 
we  have  publisiicd  in  the  newspapers,  and  we 
iiad  no  objection  to  its  btin^;  tlierc  published 
—so  much  for  the  secret  committee. 

Then  there  was  a  committee  of  eorrespond- 
enre  ;  I  atimit  that  fact  stands  against  us; 
there  existed  in  this  society  a  committee  of 
oorrespoodanoe— wbat  sort  of  a  eommittee  of 
correspondence?  A  committer  of  correspond- 
ence that  rarely  or  ever  corresponded,  and 
that  was  ihc  subject  of  the  cuuataut  ridicule 
of{tbe  gentleman  who  stands  at  the  bar,  be- 
cau-^e  their  name  accorded  so  ill  with  their 
employment  Weli|  but  then  they  say,  how- 
ever little  we  have  proved,  you  hold  out  to  the 
world,  that  your  object  was  a  parliamentary 
reform,  and  we  arc  come  to  this  issue,  whe- 
ther that  was  your  real  object,  or  whether  it 
was  a  mere  pretext,  and  we  will  show  that  a 
parliamentary  reform  wa**  not  your  real  ob- 
object,  and  then   they  would  infer,  not 
justly  I  think,  but  they  would  infer  from 
thence,  tliat  because  a  pari iamen tar v  re- 
form, which  we  held  out  to  be  our  real  object, 
was  not  so,  but  a  mere  pretext,  therefore  we 
arc  conspirators  against  the  government.  I 
do  not  care  if  you  come  to  that  conchi^iun  ;  I 
du  not  care  it  yuu  fail  in  with  tiie  argument, 
that  if  a  parluunentary  reform  was  a  mere 
pretext,  we  arc  cnn«:pirators  against  the  go- 
vernment; not  that  you  will  suppose  I  mean 
to  admit  they  have  proved  any  thing  like 
tliat,  but  I  will  show,  if  it  be  necessary,  that  a 
parliamentary  retbrm  was  the  real  and  sin- 
cere object  of  the  gentleman  at  tlic  bar,  and 
of  all  those  with  whom  he  acted,  at  least  as 
far  '-^  Ibrir  intent  can  be  known;  that  he 
liad  no  uUicr  object,  and  tirnt  it  was  not  a 
pretext. 

I  ^id,  gentlrmi  n,  tli.it  T  would  show  this, 
if  it  were  necessary,  but  it  is  not  ncces- 
saiv,  because  the  prosecutor  has  shown 
it  WS  me ;  for  be,  in  caUing  those  men 
who  he  knew  were  all  acquainted  witli 
tile  objects  of  the  society,  put  tlie  cause  on 
the  issue  of  their  testimony ;  they  were  <)nes« 
tioncd,  "  Du  you  know  what  was  the  real 
oi>jccts  ol  thu  society  V  Adams,  who  was 


!  their  secretary,  was  questioned  to  that  point, 
and  he  tells  you  in  terms  that,  from  ail  that 
he  ever  saw,  firom  all  the  conversation  tliat  he 
ever  had  with  any  of  those  people,  he  verily 
believes  th;it  their  renl  object  was  parliamen- 
tary rctonii,  aud  thai  a  reform  was  not  a  pre- 
text:  he  says,  that  all  his  conversatkm  urith 
Mr  Tonkr  (it  uas  not  necessary  to  question 
him  so  particularly  as  to  the  others)  tenaed  that 
way,  and  had  that  sole  end.  And  being  asked 
about  some  expressions  of  what  great  end 
that  was  towarns  which  they  were  to  cu  ope« 
rate,  which  was  mentioned  iu  some  of  the  re* 
solutbns,  and  upon  which  it  seemed  that 
stress  was  laid,  he  tolls  yon,  that  the  p-eat 
end  was  a  parliamentary  retorm — ^then  they 
have  ^led  m  every  part  of  their  case  where 
they  ou^ht  to  have  been  the  strongest. 
They  call  Mr.  Adams  the  secretary  of  the  so- 
ciety, who  must  have  known,  not  only  the 
acts  but  the  intent  of  the  society  ;  and  he  ex- 
pressly negatives  these  two  material  parts  of 
their  case,  winch  ihey  have  insisted  upon, 
that  parliamentary  reform  was  a  mere  pr^ 
text ;  that  their  object  was  to  overturn  the 

Sovcrnment  and  depose  the  king;  and,  that 
heir  intention  was  to  employ  rarce  mr  the 
purpose  of  doing  thik. 

But,  gentlemen,  Mr.  Adams  is  not  the  only 
witness  upon  this  sulyect ;  it  was  a  main  ob- 
ject with  them  to  show,  that  here  was  s 
wicked  wide-spreading  con«:pirary  against  the 
goverament;  that  it  was  not  conhned  to 
inese  commitlees ;  that  it  was  not  confined  to 
these  societirs  in  town,  hwt  th.it  all  the  coun- 
try societies  were  connected  with  it ;  and  for 
that  purpose  they  have  produced,  I  know 
not  whatr-^eltenand  addresses  fromcouotiy 
societies;  some  received  in  London;  sonac^ 
I  believe,  fur  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
these  persons  at  Sheffield,  Norwich,  and 
other  places,  were  connected  with  Mr  Tookc, 
and  were  conspirators  with  him  for  this  great 
end.  The  indictment  statM,  that  Mr.looke 
and  the  others  conspired  with  those  who  axe 
named  in  the  indictment,  and  with  other  per- 
sons iinknowa  (liiese  Sheftield  people,  there- 
lore,  and  the  rest,  are  those  unknown  conspi- 
rators.) And  it  was  a  step,  '\n  this  casp,  to 
prove  that  the  people  at  bhetheld  had  these 
views  ;  from  whence  it  was  to  be  inferred, 
that  if  they,  being  conspirators  with  Mr. 
Tookc,  had  those  "views  which  are  imputed 
to  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  Tooke  had  them ;  and  ac- 
cordingly they  call  a  witness,  from  Sheffield, 
a  Mr.  Broomhead,  the  secretary  to  the  societY 
at  Sheftield. 

Gentiemen,  the  same  observations  occur 
upon  his  evidence  as  to  tlic  ShefTield  Society 
which  o<xur  upon  Adams's  as  to  the  Londoo 
Society.— He  is  questioned  as  to  what  tho 
real  objects  of  the  Society  at  Slieflield  were  s 
he,  Uie  witness  for  the  crown,  who  was  to 
prove  tliat  the  Shetheld  people  were  conspii- 
ratofs  with  Mr.  Tooke  and  the  others  i» 
overturn  the  governmTit,  he  tells  you  the 
real  object  of  these  people  at  bheihcid 
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refmm  ia  Uie  House  of  Commons,  and  no 
other ;  that  the^  had  not  the  smallest  notion 
either  of  attackme  the  person,  authority,  or 
character  of  the  Rintj;  of  attacking  royally 
ibell,  or  ut  ^iUacking  the  nobility  ol  tliis  coun- 
try; that  their  complaint  was  against  the 
House  of  {^ommons;  that  they  helievet!  the 
cQDstitutioo  was  endangered  by  that  corrup- 
two  which  they  tho^ht  existed  in  the 
lie II -e  i»f  Commons;  they  lhou;.Mit  the  re- 
xnedy  of  that  evii  was  a  reform  in  the  liouse 
of  Commons ;  ttiat  they  looked  to  a  reform 
ia  the  House  of  Commons,  and  in  no  other 
place,  anH  that  this  was  the  sole  object  of 
their  HJCieiy :  that  with  respect  to  producing 
•fen  tbftt  reform  by  force,  no  idea  of  the  sort 
ever  entered  into  his  mind,  or  into  the  mind 
of  any  of  those  people  whom  he  knew  at 
Sheffield  ;  that  if  be  had  believed  soeh  a  de- 
sign had  existed  in  the  mind  of  any  man 
with  wham  he  was  concerned,  he  would  have 
iminedidtely  quilted  the  society;  that  he 
Joves  the  king ;  that  he  is  attached  to  the 
constitution  ;  tli.it  Hf  believes  it  a  good  con- 
stituUou  ;  Ui.it  tie  bchcves  it  the  best  that 
does  or  can  exibt  in  its  nature  ;  but  thinlc- 
Ing  that  there  are  defects  in  all  human  insti- 
tutions, and  m  a  particuhir  branch  of  this, 
iMinely,  in  tlie  House  of  Commons,  he  be- 
fieves  that  by  a  reformation  in  that  branch 
it  would  come  nearer  to  that  state  of  perfec- 
tion, to  which  he  still  thinks  it  approaches 
neerer  than  any  other  government  under  the 
«iir(.  This  is  the  evidence  of  Broomhead ; 
who  was  called  by  the  attorney-general  for  no 
odwr  purpose  tlnmto  show  that  these  peo- 
ple at  SUelTicld,  who  are  stated  to  be  conspi- 
rators with  those  at  London,  and  Mr.  Xooke 
•moiig  the  rest,  had  the  same  views  with 
those  at  London.  Look  at  the  evidence,  and 
then  say,  whether  there  be  criminality  in 
having  the  same  views ! — the  views  are  par- 
fiamentary  reform,  the  means  of  attaining  it 
peaceable  and  (]iiiet. 

But  havmg  tailed  in  Mr.  Broomhead,  they 
cdl  Mr.  Widdison.  Now,  Mr.  Widdison  u 
a  witness  who  is  presented  to  you  certainly 
under  circumstances  that  are  not  likely  to 
fender  him  peculiarly  favourable  to  the  cause 
of  the  Sheffield  people;  and  he  was  produced 
to  show  the  Sheffield  people  were  conspira- 
tors, and  had  the  same  objects  with  Mr. 
Toolce.  He  tells  you,  he  had  been  of  opinion 
Iwmerly,  as  the  other  Sheffiehl  people  ha(L 
that  annual  parliaments  and  universal  su^ 
fiace  were  the  bext  remedy  that  could  be 
^>^ied  to  that  wliich  they  believed  an  exist- 
ing evil  in  the  constitution  ;  upon  farther  re- 
flection he  altered  that  opinion  ;  he  thought 
that  universal  suffra^  was  going  too  far;  be 
thought  that  the  privilege  of  eleciinj;  nu  n>- 
bers  of  parliament  would,  by  the  lutroduc- 
lion  of  universal  suffrage,  be  commitled  to 
•Ome  men  who  were  not  fit  to  have  such  a 
tlUM  reposed  in  them :  therefore  he  ditiered 
ibm  the  rest  of  bb  society,  and  withdrew 
himself  from  them.  Now,  wilh  this  difler- 
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cncc  of  opinion,  and  having;  withdrawn  him- 
self from  them,  you  may  suppose  he  docs 
not  eive  his  evidence  with  any  prejudice  to* 
wards  the  society  which  he  tiad  quitted,  be* 
cause  he  differeii  from  them. 

What  does  he  say  ^~Ue  b  perfectl^f  sure 
that  t!u  object  of  the  society  was  sincere 
and  unfeigned;  that  their  roil  object  was 
reform ;  that  they  had  no  other  object ;  that 
they-itcled  upon  the  duke  of  Uiclnnond's 
plan;  that  they  wished  to  carry  thut  plan 
mto  execution  ;  that  he  at  one  time  wished 
the  same  thing,  but  be  has  altere<l  his  opi* 
nion  ;  that  they  were  all  attached  to  the  con- 
stitution; that  they  loved  the  king.  But 
then  it  is  supposed  that  tlus  witness  fraoa 
Shr  ffuM  will  lie  able  to  prove  that  the  ob- 
jects of  Uie  soacty,  such  as  they  were,  were 
to  be  efleeted  by  force;  and  then,  if  it  can  be 
fixed  upon  the  Sheffield  people,  who  were 
conspirators  with  Mr.  Tooke  and  the  rest, 
that  their  design  at  Sheffield  was,  to  carry 
their  objects  into  execution  by  force,  Mr* 
Tooke's  guilt  is  to  hr  inrerrf»d  from  theirs. 

Now,  what  does  W  iddisc>Q  prove  upon  the 
subfect  of  arms?  and  this  is  the  only  evi* 
dence  in  the  case  by  which  it  is  attempted  to 
be  proved,  that  there  was  any  thing  like  a 
preparaUon  of  oAmsive  weapons  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  carrying  this  great  plan  into  execution. 
That  they  thought  it  necessary  to  give  some 
evidence  of  this  sort,  appears  from  their  ask- 
ing the  question  ;  and,  from  their  not  giving 
any  other  evidence  than  \  \y\X  which  Wiudison 
does  give,  I  am  fairly  justified  in  concluding^ 
that  tliey  had  no  better  evidence  to  produce, 
lie  does  admit,  certainly,  that  a  dozen  of  pike- 
shalts  were  ordered  from  hira  by  one  Da- 
vison ;  but  he  say.^,  in  answer  to  a  qn»tioa 
put  to  him  by  the  prosecutor,  that  they  were 
ordered  for  their  own  defence  ;  that  they  liad 
not  ihc  least  idea  of  ever  using  theiu  against 
the  government ;  that  such  a  notion  never 
entf  rrtl  into  their  iniuds.  Drdered  for  their 
own  defence  I — Uow  could  they  be  for  their 
own  defence?  Why  he  tells  you,  there  were 
two  parties  at  Sheffield ;  that  he  was  of  one 
party,  others  of  another :  he  tells  you  that 
acts  of  personal  violence  bad  been  offered 
to  them;  that  their  houses  had  hceu  beset ; 
that  they  were  threatened  with  tbrce  ;  and 
that  those  persons  who  called  themselves 
aristocrats  had  said,  in  terms,  that  if  an  inva* 
sioii  happened,  tliey  (the  aristocrats)  would 
fall  hrst  upon  DaviM>tr9  party;  and  there- 
fore this  party  thought  it  prudent,  when  such 
rln  ii-  V  I  re  thrown  out  against  them,  and 
this  turbulent  conduct  pursued  towards  lhem« 
to  pr<-pare  some  means  of  defence :  and  upon 
the  evidence  it  appears  to  you  there  were  a 
dozen  of  pikp-'<)i:ilis  ordered  from  this  man 
by  DavisoQ  :  wiio  tells  you,  tlmt  at  tho  sagio 
time  Davison  ordered  th«B,  h«  laid  them 
they  were  for  this  purpose. 

Gentlemen,  if  the  purpose  of  these  pike* 
sbafb  had  tiof  been  «iplaiiied,in  acasa  of  this 
sort,  whenitJieaupoiitbeproMcytortogna 
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some  reasonable  c videiu:e,to  copvince  jfou  tliat 
force  was  prepared,  with  whith  these  eonspira*- 
torswerc  to  act,  an  order  for  twelve  pikes  would 
atnount  to  nothing ;  but  when  it  stands  ex-> 
plained,  not  as  I  explained  it,  but  as  the  inl- 
ness  has  explained  it,  even  if  there  were  ten 
thousand  instead  of  twelv  e,  it  becomes  totally 
irrelevant,  becau.4e  ttie  pro&^utors  prove,  hy 
their  own  witnesses,  that  the  pre|ianng  these 
pikes  was  for  a  perfectly  diftVrcnt  purpose. 

^uty  gentlemen,  untorlunate  as  the  pro- 
secutors have  been  in  ealting  to  yoo  those 
vitiicsses,  who,  one  should  have  supposed, 
must  have  known,  if  there  had  been  a  con- 
spiracy in  Loudon,  that  it  did  exist — who, 
one  should  have  supposed,  must  have  known, 
if  there  was  a  conspiracy  at  SheflBeld.  that  it 
did  exist;  unfortunate  as  they  have  been  iu 
theeiaroination  of  these  Uiree  first  witnesses, 
they  still  think  they  have  a  strong  man  be- 
hind, and  therefore  thev  call  him  U«L  m 
order  to  Inive  an  impression  upon  your  minds 
—  very  judicii«us  most   unquestionably  — 
therefore,  the  last  witne><*  they  call  is  Mr. 
William  Sharpe.     The  sclectlou  was  cer- 
tainly judiciuu:> ;   htciiu'-e  they  mii'-t  have 
hoped  to  prove  h\  )i n:  all  that,  which,  if  it 
exuted,  he  must  know.    Consider  who  Mr. 
Sharpe  is ;  he  is  a  member  of  the  Const!- 
tutional  "Society ;  in  that  character  he  must 
have  known  a  great  deal  of  the  proceedinn 
of  Uiat  society:  he  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  of  conference  ;  in  that  character 
ho  must  have  known  all  that  passed  at  the 
1  n ee I i u  g  t / !  1 1 1 e  deleffates  (rom  Lh c  t wu  sociclic s : 
be  wasa  member ot  the  commilteeof  co-opera- 
tion ;  in  that  character  he  must  have  known  all 
that  had  passed  in  that  committee,  which 
was  to  carry  into  eiecution — whieh  was  to 
be  the  immediate  agent  for  pcrfectin<:  the 
treasonable  purposes  which  existed  in  the 
niods  of  the  rest— —not  only  of  perfecting 
the  treasonable  purposes,  but  he  is  stated  in 
the  indictment  to  he  one  of  those  with  whom 
Mr.  Tooke  and  the  otlt€r<«  conspired  tu  bring 
about  the  deposition  of  the  king.  Now, 
Mr.  Sharpe  must  know,  filling  all  these  cha^ 
meters  himself,  whether  he  did  so  conspire 
or  not;  he  is,  therefore,  called  to  you,  and 
be  is  examined  as  tu  Mr.  Tooke's  prmciplcs. 

Xlie  first  thing  that  comes  from  him  is  this 
—that  Mr.  Tooke  ha<l  often  declared,  that  he 
would  rather  be  governed  by  St.  James's  than 
St.  Giles's.  Now,  if  \.\\frp  he  any  truth  in 
tlie  case  that  is  endeavoured  to  be  set  up  by 
tha  prosecutor,  I  should  Ulte  to'  know  bv 
whom  Mr.  Tooke  was  likely  to  be  govcriied, 
if  this  conspiracy  bad  taken  efiect,  except  by 
Saint  Giles's.  It  ii  not  pretended,  as  has 
•xisle<l  in  niosi  cases  of  conspiracies  to  over- 
turn the  government,  that  there  %vas  a  prince 
laying  claim  to  the  throne,  whom  Uiis  party 
that  conspired  against  the  present  govern- 
ment was  to  introduce ;  the  end  of  Mr.  Tooke 
is  not  stated  to  you;  his  object  is  merely  stated 
to  he  to  overturn  the  present  govnmment ; 
than,  if  has  objeGt  was  lonvfttum  the  pteiSBt 
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government,  and  let  every  tbung  go  to  con- 
nision,  that  sovemment,  which  Au.  Sliarpe 
says  he  reprobated,  must  be  introduced  and 
substituted  in  the  place  of  the  government  of 
Saint  James's.  He  sa^s  Mr.  Tooke  and  ha 
had  frequent  communication  together  upon 
the  suhject  of  the  constitution  of  this  coun- 
try ;  he  tclU  you  tiiul  Mr.  Tooke  always 
spoke  of  the  constitution  with  regard  and  re* 
vercncc ;  he  always  expressed  himself  at- 
tached to  the  king  and  tne  lords,  with  ttiat 
firm,  steady,  infleubia  ebarscler,  which  is 
proved  to  belong  to  liim  and  his  opinions ;  he 
always  spoke  with  detestation  of  what  be 
thought  comiption  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  always  declared  hisfim  rasotuCieil 
tu  contribute  all  thai  lay  in  his  power  to  cor> 
rect  that  abuse. 

Gentlemen,  the  auestion  put  to  you  is, 
whether   thc^f   deciaratiuns  of  his  object 
being  a  parliamentary  reform,  were  r^,  or 
were  merely  a  pretext;  and  wliether,  in^lead 
of  pursuing  a  parliamentary   refomi,  Mr. 
Tooke  was  really  pursuing  a  plan,  the  uhject 
of  which  was— first  to  depose  the  king,  and 
then  to  destroy  him.   Who  is  likely  to  know 
whether  he  entertained  such  objects  or  not? 
Is  any  one  more  likely  to  know  it  than  the 
gentleman  whom  the  crown  have  called  f— A 
man,  connected  with  him  in  ilic  society  iu 
which  il  is  stated  that  he  enleitamcd  and  jdi^ 
seminated  this  doctrine— a  man,  put  in  the 
place  of  a  delegate,  and  who  was  not  only 
connected  with  the  society,  but  intimately 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Tooke  ;  not  ouly  vt::^iled 
htm  at  his  house,  but  was  in  his  confidence ; 
and  this  matt  is  qtiestioned  over  and  over 
again  whether  be  beUevcs  this  to  be  a  pre- 
text in  Mr.  Tooke,  or  whether  he  believes  it 
his  real  object;  he  tells  you,  as  oflea  as  the 
question  is  asked  him,  that  he  does  believe 
it  to  have  been  Mr.  Tooke's  real  and  ua- 
fcisncd  object  to  reform  the  Commons  House 
of  Parliament ;   tlial  his  constant  professions 
went  that  way,  and  no  other ;  that  neither 
in  the  society  nor  out  of  the  society,  by 
Mr.  Tooke,  or  by  any  other  prr  ons  conncctea 
with  the  society,  was  force  against  the  pre* 
sent  government  ever  thoucht  of;  and  tiiat 
if  it  had,  neither  he  nor  Mr.  Tooke  would 
ever  have  remained  members  of  the  society. 

Then  what  becomes  of  this  charge  against 
Mr.  Tooke,  so  disproved  by  those  witoes&es 
who  arc  called  to  prove  it?  The  written  evi- 
dence does  not  prove  it.  The  conduct  ot 
these  commitlee^  as  it  appears  stated  in  the 
resolutions,  proves  merely  an  intention  that 
there  should  be  a  convention ;  and,  in  order 
to  supply  that  defect — in  order  to  show  that 
their  objects  were  different  from  what  Uiey 
professed,  and  that  this  vras  a  mere  pretext 

 in  order  to  j»ht>w,  as  the  solicitor-gcner  il 

expressed  il,  that  though  monarchy  was 
upon  their  lip«,  it  was  the  farthest  from  their 
hearts in  order  to  show  all  this,  they  call 
Mr.  Adams,  the  secretarj;  thej  call  Mi^. 
Sharpe;  a  mamher  of  the  wkty,  a  iwihw 
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4if  Ifaa  coamittee  of  ootiAfWiM^  »  member  of 

thecommiUee  of  correspondcDCc,  a  member 
o(  tbe  comiuiltee  of  co^operatioo,  to  show 
tfitt  thnr  bad  other  and  different  objects ; 
they  call  Broomhcad  an  !  Widdison,  fruni 
Sbfideit^  to  showtJial  tbe  Sheffield  pcu pi r, 
daifed  to  have  contpired  with  tiiem,  had 
other  and  different  objects ;  and  yet  all  these 
Mritnesses,  called  iu  this  way  by  the  crown  to 
support  their  case— called  to  support  it  in 
diitfai  vfaieh  H  hftd  fiuled  bciire*  namely,  to 
prove  thai  a  parliamentary  reforni  was  n 
mere  pretext,  and  that  tbe  real  object  was  to 
overturn  the  govemmeot  and  mpose  the 

king  by  force:  -iH  these  witnesses  were 

yitttioDcd  whether  it  was  a  pretext:  whether 
nfiiraivaBor wasiMtthdri«alobjeet;  whe- 
ther they  had  any  design  to  act  by  force  in 
my  c-^'^'' ;  whether  they  had  ;in  affection  for 
tbe  kmg;  wliellier  they  wt^re  dissatisfied 
villi  the  govemmeot  at  large ;  whether  it 
was  the  constitution,  or  only  the  corruption 
ot  it  m  the  House  of  Common:»,  tiiat  they 
iliafikeds  tiiejr  all  eoncur  in  telling  you,  that 
rsform  was  the  rcnl  unl  unfeigned  object  of 
them  all ;  that  it  was  not  a  pretext ;  ttiat 
Ikoewas  no  design  in  any  of  them,  or  in 
toy  of  those  whom  they  knew,  mUier  to  at- 
tack the  govern j'.ipnt,  or  to  use  any  force 
tgaiusl  it ;  lliui  Uiey  reverenced  and  re- 
ipscluil  the  king  ;  tliat  they  reverenced  and 
rwpecled  the  nobility  of  this  conntry  ;  that 
their  complaint  was  only  against  tbe  House 
•f  CemiBona ;  that  they  huieved  corruption 
to  exist  in  that  Hcjuse  ;  that  that  corruption 
was  the  cause  of  tbe  evils  of  which  they  com- 
fUoed,  and  that  they  would,  as  they  had 
«0C^  steadily,  hrnily,  and  unlt'ormiy  pursue 
that  which  they  believed  would  find  the  re- 
aedj  for  all  their  complaint*,  a  rtformatiun 
b the  Commona  House  of  rarh;iinent. 

It  is  VM,  !ii;ht  con- idcration  i:i  w'\--  ca'^c,  that 
the  cljaracler  given  to  Mr.  Tooke,  by  all  tbe 
wilBetses,  la  that  of  a  man  adhering  to  hit 
opinions  firmly,  steadily,  and  inflexibly. 
GcQtlemen,  you  will  recollect  that  a  declara- 
tion of  Mr.  Tooke,  speaking  upon  political 
subjects,  has  been  proved,  tmit  be  verily  be- 
lieved that  if  there  was  any  tumult  in  thi? 
country  he  should  be  the  first  victim.  I  wiil 
tell  3rou  why  he  believed  that ;  he  has  pursonl 
his  object  of  a  parliamentary  reform  with 
ftrinness  and  with  steadiness — nothing  has 
ttUedhim  aaideftomit;  he  has  pursued  it 
through  one  plain  path  ;  the  consequence  is, 
that  he  has  been  connpctrd,  in  vari'Mi';  p  irts 
of  bis  hie,  Willi  ail  tiiose  who  have  al  any 
time  had  the  same  object  in  their  view  with 
li!m;  tH:it  TTifjst  of  his  friends  have  changed 
tfiar  opinions  with  the  timeSy  but  that  he  has 
becDinlkMibleiAhis.  Hence  it  is,  that  he 
has  no  political  set  of  friends  who  are  con- 
attached  to  him ;  because  he  has  at- 
tecbed  himself  to  no  party,  but  has  attached 
himself  to  the  firm  and  invariable  pursuit  of 
that  which  he  believed  would  be  a  real  good 
ii  brought  abopt,  uamely  a  certain  mode  nt 
idbcm  in  llie  CQimDons  House  of  parliament. 


With  this  «itnem»  Mr.  Sharpe,  the  evt> 
denre  for  the  crown  closed ;  and,  as  far  as  it 
applies  to  that  overt-act  in  tbe  indictment 
which  states  the  calling  neoovention  (or 
ihtT,  I  bcTicve,  I  shouiH  =  :v,  to  the  five  or 
SIX  overt  actsj,  wliich  are  all  connected  with 
tbe  callme  of  «  conventten),  the  facta  llwk 
are  proven  are  merely  these— that  certain  cons- 
mittces  did  meet,  and  take  certain  steps  to- 
wards calling  a  convention,  for  the  purpose  of 
producing  a  full  and  fisir  reprcsentalioDOf  the 
people.  Thpse  are  the  facts  that  are  proved, 
and  irom  them^ou  are  desired  to  infer,  that 
the  object  of  this  eonteotion  was^  to  depose 
the  king.  For  the  purpose  of  doing  that,  T 
have  observed  to  you  that  they  have  called 
those  witnesses,  who  most  know  whai  the 
object  was — who  must  know  whether  thHi 
colour  was  to  be  given  to  their  acts  or  not ; 
instead  of  proving  it,  they  have  disproved  ab- 
solutely every  thmg  that  is  necessary  towaidfe 
the  piouf  of  it;  fur  ihey  have  disproved  any 
iuteu',  of  proeecding  with  force;  they  have 
disproved  any  preparation  of  arms ;  they  have 
disproved  any  intention,  in  any  of  ttic  mem^ 
bers  of  the  society,  to  overturn  the  govern- 
ment ;  and  they  have  likewise  proved  affirma- 
tively that  tbe  real  object  ot  these  people 
was  that  which  they  lieid  out— not  to  cV  pose 
the  king,  but  to  obtnn  a  reform  in  the  Com- 
mons muse  of  parliamrnt.  So  Hands  the 
case,  as  endeavoured  to  bo  proved  on  the  part 
of  the  prosecutor  against  the  gentleman  at 
the  bar ;  that  ease  which  charges  him  with  % 
r  jii-^li  i  icy  to  call  a  convention,  for  the  pur- 
pose ot  overturning  tbe  government  and  de- 
posing t  he  king,  which  must  \sit  by  force ;  and 
so  it  is  staled  wjr  the  attorney  gencral.^These 
are  the  proo6  which  they  give  you  of  that 
fact. 

Gentlemen,  they  feel  that  this  will  not  do ; 

and  they  sav,  ttioiigh  this  does  not  prove  it 
— thoiij^h  these  witnesses  (who  if  Uic  design 
had  existed,  must  have  known  it)  have  sworn 

that  no  such  design  did  exist ;  though  they 
have  sworn,  on  the  contrary,  that  a  design 
perfectly  iacon&utent  with  this  was  the  real 
object  of  all  these  people,  namely,  a  parlia- 
mentary reform  ;  thoM^h,  thprefore.  the  wit- 
nesses ior  tbe  crown  have,  as  far  as  a  negative 
can  be  proved,  actually  disproved  the  case 
which  the  pr-  scutors  f):!^!n  to  prove;  yet 
they  say  there  are  otiier  circumstances  in  the 
case  which  dtfier  point  ^is  act  of  consulting 
to  call  a  convention  to  the  purpu-<e  of  depos- 
ing the  king,  or,  if  they  do  not  make  that 
out,  they  show  ttiat  there  was  a  general  con- 
spiricy  entertained,  in  which  Mr.  Tooke  vraa 
concerned — a  general  conspiracy  to  overturn 
the  government  ot  this  country  and  to  depose 
the  ling.  Surely,  rather  too  general  a  state- 
ment, and  too  (j;?  n«'ral  an  accusation  \ 

In  order  to  make  out  this  part  of  their  case, 
they  read  a  multitude  of  papers ;  some  found 
in  the  Constitutional  Society,  and  some  in  tbe 
Corresponding  Society,  resol utioni,  addressees 
— none  ot  which  we  have  liad  any  means  of 
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obtaining  access  to  ;  for  CYcn  the  book  of  the 
Constitutional  Society  was  seized,  anfl  has  re- 
mained iu  tiie  tiands  ot  the  prosecutor,  frona 
the  time  it  WIS  taken  oat  ot  the  omtody  of 
Ur.  Adam'^  we  have  no  means  of  comparing 
one  entry  with  another— we  have  even  been 
deDwd  an  examinalioii  of  the  book,  I  do  not 
mean  in  rourt,  for  there  it  cannot  be  denied 
US;  but  while  we  arc  going  on  with  the  rest 
of  the  evidence,  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  be 
Jookin^  at  that  which  mm  not  applicable  to 
the  point  in  question.  With  all  these  papers 
we  are  now  overwhelmed,  for  the  purpose  of 
pponjig  against  us  that  there  was  a  general 

conspiracy  in  the  kinijjdom,  to  ovprturn  the 

fivernlDeol  and  depose  the  king,  and  that 
r.Tooke,  the  geotleawn  at  the  bar,  acted 

in  this  conspirucy-'-paprrs  tliat  took  ttiirfv 
hours  to  read  in  the  court,  and  by  which  our 
attentioo  was  distracted  and  confounded— 
papers  which  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  roe  to 
obser\c  upon  to  you,  because  no  human 
btrength  could  be  equal  to  it;  some  of  them, 
In  their  nature,  such  as  could  never  have 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Tookc,  and 
4ome  might  or  might  not  have  come  to  bit 
Imowledge;  foryottreooltectthewnyfaiwhKh 
Mr.  Adams  g;ive  an  account  of  keeping  the 
books,  and  the  entries  of  the  names,  and 
how  often  It  happened  that  men  whose  names, 
appear  in  the  books  really  were  not  |)reient; 
because  if  thev  attended  ul  d  inner  their  nnnics 
were  put  down,  and  still  remam  m  liic  books, 
tbougn  they  did  iwC  attend  the  meeting;  to 
separate  them  is  impossible  for  any  man — to 
observe  upon  them  is  impossible,  in  the  mass 
■ad  chaos  in  which  thejr  nave  been  produced. 
I  appeal  to  your  own  ol  scrvalion,  whether, 
aAcr  all  the  experience  that  they  have  had  — 
after  all  the  caro  that  has  been  taken  to  se» 
loot  and  arrange  them— ^iter  one  trial  has 
been  gone  through  as  we!!  a*,  it  could  be— I 
appeal  to  your  own  observatiun,  whether  there 
has  not  been  infinite  difficulty,  even  on  the 
part  of  those  who  conduct  this  prosecution, 
in  anaogioE,  assorting,  and  determining  what 
they  ahoiwTproduce;  and  yel  you  will  reed- 
led  that  my  two  learned  friends,  the  attor- 
ney*gencnil  and  the  solicitor-gcn^Ti!,  have 
bad  this  busiuctrS  before  them  more  Uiau  iiaii 
a  year— that  they  attended  all  these  examina- 
tion'- Ijfforc  the  privy  cotincil — that  there  was 
not  a  (mpcr  in  ail  these  boxes  and  bags  Utat 
they  have  not  read  over  and  over  again  ;— 
that  vvr  !  Li  l  not  :m  opportunity  of  arranging 
and  observ  m^  how  they  bore  upon  the  ques- 
tion—what  paper  produced  might  affect  the 
prisoner —  what  paper  not  produced  might  ex- 
plain that  which  was  produced— we  have  had 
so  such  uppurtiiiuty,  aud  vet  this  monstrous 

SuaaUHr  of  papers  is  ptoducad  hwe,  which 
ley  scarcely  know  liow  to  arrange  as  they 
arc  produced,  and  wmch  they  certamly  did 
produce  in  no  sort  of  arrangement,  for  they 
were  not  [irodnrcd  chronologically— ihtv  were 
not  produced  as  one  bore  upon  another;  and 
ijrpw  this  mass  of  psper  you  ut  desired  to  in- 


fer, that  there  existed  a  conspiracy  in  this 
country  to  overturn  the  covernmenl  and  de- 
pose the  king,  and  tttai  Mr.  luuke  was  an 
actor  in  tbiseonspiracy :— that  is  too  much  to 
call  upon  any  man  to  defend  another  agaimt. 
Many  of  those  papers  that  have  been  read 
girc  great  t/Bkmot ;  many  are  very  improp^w 
are  such  as  reasonable  and  ttiinking  men 
would  certainly  disapprove  of;  but  they  are 
not  overt«acts  of  high  treason.  If  there  bad 
been  any  one  of  these  papers  that  could  be 
relied  upon  as  an  overt-act  of  high  treason,  it 
wouid  kave  been  so  relied  upon,  and  would 
have  been  stated  as  a  substantive  overt-act. 
But  there  is  no  one  of  those  piipers  that  has 
been  produced  which  can  by  any  possibility^ 
with  the  evidence  tacked  to  it,  that  is  alsn 
produced  in  tilia  case,  amoont  to  an  overt»ael 
of  treason. 

Gentlemen,  let  me  call  you  back  for  a  mo- 
ment to  a  consideration  of  what  the  questien 
is  that  you  are  trying.  You  are  trying  wbe> 
tber  Mr.  Tooke  has  compassed  the  kin^ 
death ;  you  are  trying  whether  he  committed 

arivof  tlir  nvert  acts  staled  in  tlir  indi'-tmrnt, 
with  a  view  tirst  to  depose  the  king,  and  ulti- 
mately to  compass  his  death ;  and  I  ralrm^ial 
there  is  none  of  that  mass  of  paper  that  has 
been  produced  against  him,  that  can  be  consi- 
dered as  an  overt-act  of  that  treason.  I  shall 
add  likewise,  what  my  learned  friend  argued  so 
ably,  and  supported  his  arenni'-iit  from  lord 
StraBurU's  case,*  that  if  no  one  of  these  papers 
produced  is  an  act  of  high  treason,  they  can- 
not, taken  altogether,  amount  to  high  treason. 
There  is  no  such  thing  in  this  country  as  cu- 
mulative treason,  there  most  be  a  compassing 
the  king's  death,  and  there  mu:>t  be  a  precise, 
distinct  act  stated,  and  proved  to  have  been 
done  by  the  prisoner  in  the  prosecution  of  that 
design  eoooeived  by  liim  against  the  ltiiM> 
life. 

The  addresses  to  the  French  were  all  bc- 
Ibte  the  war,  aiMl  they  are  not  aels  of  high 
treason.  If  they  bad  been  rnlird  upon  as  high 
treason,  it  would  have  been  dittcrcntly  stated 
in  the  indictment.  The  citarge  against  thH 
gentleman  would  have  been  not  for  com- 
pa'^sing  the  king's  death,  hut  for  adhering  to 
the  king's  enemies;  but  the  French  were  not 
the  king's  enemies  at  the  time  he  had  any 
conmiuuication  with  them,  and  communira- 
tM)n,  therefore,  with  them  was  lawful,  and  so 
were  the  auMcriptions  to  asMst  them;  bn 
might  lawfully  suDsi  ribe  to  a';>i>t  them.  In 
his  judgment  the  reformation  tliey  produced 
in  their  government,  compared  with  its  former 
state,  was  a  good  one ;  he  wished  the  govern- 
ment which  subsisted  in  France  at  the  time 
he  sent  these  subscriptions,  to  be  supported  ; 
he  had  a  right  to  send  these  subscriptiopa» 
tiu!  ^!r.  Erskine  stated  truly,  ifpra'-'' 
to  ue  made  tO'morrow,  the  next  day  ihcM 
subscriptions,  and  these  addresses,  might  b« 
repeated,  and  repealed  lawfully. 

•  Seeit,aaf^,  VoL9,  p.  IMS. 
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fiut  a  great  deal  has  been  sa>U  ot  the  Scotch 
Coimation;  it  t»  iubled  that  the  sending 

delegates  to  the  Scotch  Convention  wis  an 
act  of  high  treason,  and  that  tlie  coaspirine 
to  send  members  to  another  convention  which 
they  say  was  to  partake  of  the  nature  of  the 
Seotch  Convention,  wu  of  course  in  itsdf  an 
act  of  high  tieason. 

Let  us  see,  in  the  first  plaee,  how  that 
^tantis  in  point  of  fact.  There  was  a  meetine; 
in  the  Constitutional  Society  to  consider  oi 
senilis  delegates  to  the  Sooieh  Convention ; 
there  was  an  extraordinary  meeting  held  for 
that  purpose ;  Mr.  Tookc  was  desired  to  at< 
tend  that  meeting*  he  would  not  attend;  two 
of  the  members  called  on  him,  and  conversed 
with  him  nnon  the  subject;  he  told  them  he 
dtsapproveu  of  the  object,  that  he  thought  it 
•  flmish  thing  to  send  members  to  a  Scotch 
Oooventiun  U  is  not  ncrr^^  iry  for  ttjc  to 
enter  into  the  grooiKla  ot  Ins  objection,  but 
he  was  an  enemy  to  the  object,  and  he  was 
nut  present  at  that  exlr  iordinary  nieelinir, 
wfiich  appears  to  have  been  a  sort  of  smug- 
gltfU  meeting  of  the  society,  when  they  deter- 
mined  to  send  these  ineinljcrs  to  the  Scotch 
Convention.  Then  if  Mr.  Toolte,  who  rvas  a 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Society,  was 
vol  presoDt  at  the  meeting  when  these  dele> 
gjj(p^  wrrc  ^riit;  and  if  ho  far  from  bein<:jirc- 
sent,  he  disapproved  of  the  measure,  and  uni- 
ftnnly  in  convemtion  (which  ha»  been  proved 
in  various  parts  of  the  rase),  expressed  his 
disapprobation  of  it,  and  stated  tnat  he  was 
an  enemy  to  tliat  mcatsure,  surely  it  will  be 
too  much  to  fix  him  with  any  part  of  the  pro* 
ceedtn^s  of  the  Scotch  Con\ mtinii  npon  that 
cround.  tint  there  is  auutlier  p.irt  of  the 
msiness  ttf»on  which  they  endeavoured  to  fix 
h'm  :  YorKe  was  propo<icd  a?  a  delegate,  and 
lie  declined  because  they  had  no  money  to 
support  hisexponses.  Sindsir  afterwards  was 
chosen,  and  he  went ;  it  stands  admitted  Mr. 
Tooke  had  nothing  to  do  with  scitdhig  him 
there,  for  that  which  is  proved  by  the  wit> 
nssiem  for  the  crown,  and  confirmed  by  others, 
cannot  but  be  taken  ai  a  fact.  It  appears  too 
that  Mr.  Tooke  equally  disapproved  of  any 
Ming  sent  there;  but  after  Sinclair  bad  been 
sent  to  the  Sootai  Convention ;  after  lie  had 
sat  in  the  Scotch  Convention ;  alter  the  Scotch 
Convention  had  been  dispersed,  and  Sinclair 
had  been"  prosecuted  for  a  misdemeanor  as  a 
memhpr  of  that  (  onvention,  and  had  apuni«!h- 
meat  iniiicted  upon  hnn — I  say  nothing  upon 
tile  judgment  itself ;  I  reflect  not  upon  the 
Court,  It  is  not  my  bu«iiioes  to  reflect  upon 
it,  but  1  only  say  that  a  punishment  had  been 
uotcsed  upon  Sinchiir— — 

Mr.  TcK^kc.  ^Thr  Lord  Advocate  withdrew 
Uie  record,  and  l)c  was  not  tried, 

Mr.  GiM«. — Was  he  then  under  prose- 
cution? 

Mr.  Tooke.'-l  believe  hf  wns.* 

•  See  Sinclair's ca«4r,  nvt^.  Vol,  13,  p.  T77. 
6ee  alio  in  the  some  Volumci  p.  807^  ncte. 


Mr.  Gibb$. — Gentlemen,  1  certainly  stand 
riglitly  corrected,  and  am  mneh  obliged  to  the 

arcui  ;iryof  the  gcntlcm;in  at  the  b.ir  for  cor- 
recting mc  ;  Sinclair  had  not  a  judgment  pro- 
nounced against  him ;  but  it  is  imputed  to  Mr. 
Tooke  that  Sinclair,  when  in  distress,  was  as* 
sisted  by  him ;  he  bcin»  in  very  great  distress, 
Mr.  Tooke,  I  adn>it,  eld  write  a  circular  letter, 
petitioning  for  a  subscription  for  Mr.  Sinclair, 
altliough  he  had  highly  disapproved  of  his 
beins  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  convention  in 
Sootbnd;  end  because  he  has  thrown  pas- 
sages  into  ihdt  letter,  the  onlyohjecl  of  wnich 
was  toexcUc  the  compassion  of  th(»e  amo:;'/ 
whom  the  letter  was  published,  to  make  tJiciu 
draw  their  purse-strings;  from  thence  it  is 
endeavouredfto  implicate  Mr.  Tooke  in  every 
thing  done  in  the  Scotch  Convention,  although 
he  actually  disapproved  of  its  sitting,  and  om* 
approved  of  a  delegate  bein;^  sent 

But  I  do  not  stop  there,  Twill  suppose  that 
Mr.Tooite,  instead  of  absenting  himself  wlusn 
Mr.  Sinclair  was  clmsen  as  a  delegate,  had  been 
present;  i  will  suppose  that  instead  of  dis- 
senting from  sending  delegates  to  Scotland, 
he  had  assented  to  it;  I  will  suppose  that 
instead  of  voting  that  another  man  might  be 
sent  to  .Scotland  as  a  delegate,  he  ban  been 
sent  there  himself  I  insist  that  nothing  that 
has  been  done  in  Scotland  amtnintr  !  tn  ui  act 
ot  high  treason ;  and  1  say  here,  as  1  said  on 
the  last  trial  for  Mr.  Hard^,  I  Insist  that  I 
have  the  highest  authuriiy  fur  a^^serting  that 
nothing  that  was  done  in  Scotland  amounted 
to  hipi  treason,  because  those  who  where 
actors  in  that  scene;  those  who  were  ddew 
ettcs  there;  those  who  sal  in  that  "Miven- 
lion;  those  who  pas!»ed  the  resolntiuns  which 
are  now  considered  as  the  mort  criminal, 
were  them«selves  in  that  country,  and,  no 
doubt,  by  the  advice  of  the  great  ofhcers  of 
the  crown,  prosecuted,  not  for  high  treason, 
but  for  a  misdemeanor. 

I  have,  therefore,  the  authority  of  those 
who  prohCGuled  ihem  for  saying  that  the  acts 
of  the  Scotch  Convention  were  not  high 
treason.  I  have  the  authority  of  the  judges 
who  tried  them  for  sayine  the  same  thing, 
because  if  those  judges  hod  thought  that  the 
acts  committed  by  those  persons  were  high 
tr^isoii,  it  would  have  been  their  duty  not  to 
have  sullered  them  to  be  convicted  of  a  mis- 
demeanor, but  to  have  told  the  jury  that  the 
nature  of  ttieir  rrime  had  been  mistaken, 
that  though  indicted  for  h  misdemeanor,  in 
fact,  their  crime  amounted  to  high  treason ; 
that  they  must  he  acquitted,  therefore,  of 
the  charge  brought  against  them,  but  that 
they  must  be  inoicled  again  upon  the  other. 
Therefore,  take  it  either  way — cither  that  he 
was  or  was  not  cognii^ant  of  tho«e  acts  that 
passed  in  Scotland,  I  insist  that  the  acts  in 
Scotland  were  not  high  treason.  Verj  im- 
proper resolutions  I  admit  passed  there;  reso- 
lutions which  talk  of  resti»ling  certain  laws 
when  they  may  be  passed  •  uid  yet  ndiat  re- 
sistance f  they  say  tliey  will  not  regard  any 
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act  of  fMtrliatnent  for  ditperaing  the  conven- 
tion, until  they  shall  be  removea  by  a  superior 
force— what  is  tlieir  cooduct  upon  tbatZ-^I 
do  not  remember  whether  the  letter  of  Bfafw 
«rot  was  given  in  evidence ;  it  was  upon  the 
last  trial;  but,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  the 
way  in  which  they  were  dispersed  at  last  was 
this:  the  sheriff  attends,  the  president  sits  in 
the  chair,  he  says  I  hold  what  I  am  doing  to 
be  legal,  you  say  it  is  uolawful;  I  will,  there- 
feie,  never  give  you,  out  of  my  own  mouth, 
an  admission  th^t  I  think  you  may  legally 
disperse  us;  I  think  you  cannot;  I  desire, 
therefore,  that  some  force  may  be  used,  upon 
which  the  sheriff  takes  him  by  the  hand,  and 
leads  him  out  of  the  ch:iir.  Now  that  ex- 
plains the  resolution  that  ihcy  would  not  obey 
such  an  act  till  they  were  remo^  byibrce. 
This  shows  what  sort  of  force  they  expected ; 
they  will  iiol  adroil  that  there  exists  a  right 
in  ttw  magistrates  of  the  countiy  to  disperse 
^lein,  but  the  magistrates  come  to  disperse 
tbem,  ihcy  do  nut  resist  by  violence,  they 
OoJtir  wish  to  bring  it  to  that  issue  that  you 
ahail  take  upon  yourselves  the  legality  of  the 
act,  and  if  you  oo  disperse  m,  yoii  sliall  di<?- 
perse  us  by  that  which  we  call  force,  ijut  I 
cn«  not  what  conatnietkm  you  put  upon  the 
act;  put  what  construction  yoti  will  upon  it, 
it  is  not  hiKi)  treason;  and  in  support  of  that 
•iiertion.  fwill  lefer  the  Court  lo  a  cue,  the 
authority  of  which  has  never  been  disputed, 
the  law  laid  down  by  lord  chief  justice  Holt 
on  the  trial  of  sir  John  Freind ;  he  states 
there,  in  precise  terms,  what  sort  of  war  that 
h,  a  conspiring  lo  kvy  which  is  hij;h  treason, 
juid  what  son  ot  msurreclion  that  is,  a  con- 
^irtng  to  raise  which  is  high  treason. 

It  was  insisted  by  sir  John  Freind  that  a 
mero  conspiracy  to  levy  war,  did  not  prove 
Che  conpassmg  of  the  kingfs  death,  and, 
therefore,  was  not  treason.  Lord  chief  justice 
Holt  says,  Tiic  statute  has  been  read,  but, 
says  sir  John  Freind,  there  is  no  war  ac- 
tually  lofiad,  only  a  bare  conspiiing  or  design 
to  levy  war,  which  does  not  come  within  the 
idea  of  rebellion;  but  if  the  conspiracy  be 
ehher  to  kill  the  king,  or  depose  nim,  and 
there  is  a  consultation  or  conspiracy  to  levy 
war  for  tluit  purDosej  it  is  hijgh  treason." 
Spealung  aftarfiaras  or  msnmctions,  he  says. 
— "  If  persons  do  assemble  themselves,  and 
act  with  force  in  opposition  to  some  law  which 
thcy^  think  inconvenient,  hoping  thereby  to 
get  it  repealed,  this  is  levying  of  war  uid 
tseaiOfi,  nut  the  purposing  aoddesigning  to 
do  it,  is  not  so."  Then  suppose  a  law  ac- 
tually toeiistwhichanMUi,  or  any  body  of 
men,  think  inconvenient  to  themselves,  if 
they  lake  up  arms,  if  they  raise  an  insurrec- 
lioa  Ibr  the  purpose  of  opposing  that  existing 
law^that  is  high  treason,  that  is  levying  nv 
agUOat  the  king  ;  but  if  they  merely  propose 
to  do  so ;  It  they  merely  consult  how  they 
may  raise  an  inaurraction  to  oppose  an  eaise> 
ing  law,  that,  according  tn  the  doctrine  of  this 
cabc,  which  never  has  been  shakeui  and  which 


is  adopted  hy  Mr.  Jusdce  Fosteiv  in  his  liook, 

that  is  not  high  treason.  Going  on,  he  says, 
"  When  men  endeavour  in  f^eat  numbers, 
with  force,  to  make  some  reformatioo  of  dMir 

own  heads,  to  make  a  reformation  in  the  go> 
vernment,  of  their  own  heads,  without  pur- 
suing the  methods  of  law ;  that  is  a  levying 
war  and  treason,  if  they  actually  do  it;  but, 
the  proposing  and  dosij^ning  it  is  not  so."* 
Then  comparo  that  with  this  rcsoluUou  in 
Scotland,  does  it  come  to  any  thing  more  than 
a  purpose  and  design,  that,  if  a  certain  iaw 
should  be  passed,  they  would  resist  it. 

Now  I  would  suppose,  for  argument's  sake^ 
(though  I  do  not  aamit  it  in  point  of  fiutX 
tliat  they  meant  to  resist  it  by  force,  even  if 
they  did  mean  lo  resist  it  by  force,  the  consult- 
ing how  they  should  raise  an  insurrection  to 
resist  it  by  force,  if  it  was  an  existing  law, 
would  not  be  high  treason,  much  lens  to  con- 
sult how  they  may  resist  a  law  which  has  not 
yet  passed;  so  that,  rciisoning  ^/orn'ori  from 
this  case  of  sir  John  Freind,  giving  tlie  fullest 
effect  to  this  proceeding  in  Scotland,  it  n  in^ 
possible  to  implicate  those  that  come  lo  that 
resolution  in  the  crime  of  hi^h  treason;  they 
were  prosecuted  only  for  a  misdemeanor ;  but 
the  object  is^  to  implicate  persons  who  only 
sent  delegates  to  this  society  in  high  treason 
(not  that  I  agree  that  Mr.Tooke  did  so)  thou«h 
the  delttates  themselves  were  proeeorted  only 
for  mis(fcmeanors,  and  that  upon  the  best  of 
all  grounds,  because,  in  point  of  law,  the  sot 
they  did  was  not  an  act  of  high  treason,  insi- 
much  as  the  utmost  that  they  did  was  a  con- 
sulting how  a  law  which  might  be  passed 
should  be  resisted,  whereas,  Uie  coniulling 
how  to  raise  an  insurrection  to  oppose  an 
existing  law,  upon  the  anlhoritv  of  this  case, 
which  lus  not  been  disputed,  is  not  liigh 
treason. 

Gentlemen,  the  same  observations  arise 
upon  another  act  which  is  imputed  to  Air. 
Tooke,  the  adopting  certain  resolutions  wlucb 
were  passed  upon  the  judgment  against  Ge> 
raid.  These  resolutions,  reflecting  upon  tbi 
judgment  of  the  court  of  bcoUand,  however 
improper  you  may  think  them,  however  im- 
proper they  may  appear  to  the  bench  that 
preside  iu  this  case,  these  resolutious  were 
not  acts  of  high  treason,  and,  therefore,  tb«y 
do  not  apply  to  this  case ;  but  there  is  another 
strong  reason  why  they  do  nol  apply  lo  hu»» 
he  was  not  present  at  the  time  that  they  w«« 
passed.  It  is  in  evidence  lo  you  th^l  Gerrald 
was  prcscnl ;  that  Mr.Tooke,  at  the  beginniOjl 
of  the  meetinc,  was  in  the  chair;  that  hel«»t 
the  chair  while  these  resolutions  were  gsiM 
on  ;  and  thai  Gerrald  himself,  llic  man  who 
was  about  to  sutier  under  Uiat  judgmy^ 
stung,  I  should  say,  with  the  apprehensisn* 
Ibnt  judgment,  because  judgments  had  been 
passed  with  great  severity  against  other  dele- 
gates, which  he  was  coniplainiuiJ  of,  wsitWg 

•  Sec  sir  John  Freind's  case,  anti,  Vol,  i^i 
pp.  61,  63. 
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fbrliiitritl,  md  ihiDg  with  apprehettffon  of 

wich  a  judgment  a£ain^t  linn  rit",  lie  proposed 
and  iffeoi  to  toose  rei>oiution8,  but  Mr. 
Tookemd Ml chtir,  as  appeals frsin  the 
books  which  they  produce,  though  it  docs 
not  appeal  ia  tbe  report  of  the  secret  com- 

Aoother  cridM  imputed  to  Mr.  Tooke  is, 
ilu I  he  has  approved  of  Mr.  Pahic's  works, 
and,  i  bcUevoi  Mr.  Barlow  s.  He  ha&  so ; 
kict,  it  t  man  wuvpcmble  for  every  passa^  in 
a  book  to  whicli  he  gives  his  approbation  ? 
Does  not  it  appear  to  you,  that  this  is  a  fair 
way  of  ooQitruiiig  such  an  act  of  approba- 
tnof  See  what  the  ^oera}  principles  of  the 
nan  are,  who  approves;  sec  what  his  great 
<^jcct  in  life  is ;  see  what  bis  object  is  at  the 
time  (bat  he  approves,  and,  if  you  find  in  the 
bsok  any  principles  tending  towsmh  that  ob- 
jie^  wtuck  ia  oia  profesKd  one,  wb^ch  is 
pfovdl  lo  be  bis  real  one,  tboM«e  the  parts 
of  the  book  to  which  his  approbation  must 
tpply,  and  not  to  the  others.  Now  let  us  see 
ia  point  of  fact,  how  that  comes  out  in  other 
pill  of  this  case. 

They  called  a  witnes5  from  Sheffield: 
Piioe's  work,  you  know,  had  been  approved 
«f  at  Sheffield  :  they  questioned  the  witness 
uto  bis  approbation  of  Paine ;  what  was  the 
aoswer  be  ^ve  i  It  was  this ;  we  were  upon 
dw  ddee  of  Biohmond's  plan,  and  we  ap- 
proved as  much  of  Paine's  book  as  fell  in 
with  tfiaf  plan  •  and  they  used  Paine's  book 
as  -A  means  ot  prumoung  the  plan  which  they 
hid  of  carrying  the  duke  of  Richmond's  pro- 
ject into  execution,  but,  it  wuidd  he  an  abo- 
aioable  thine  to  fix  men  with  all  the  princi- 
flMcoiiUineo  in  Faine's  book,  as  applicable 
tutbe  government  of  this  coiititry,  because 
tbey  approved  of  the  book,  when  they  were 
jwiuine  a  certain  <^^t,  to  the  prosecution 
of  which  ol^ect,  other  parts  of  the  book 
«ootribute. 

Gentlemen,  you  have  a  farther  explanation 
of  this  fimn  %  witness  called  by  Mr.  Tooke 

himself, a  :^rnt!f*rmn  atthebar,  Mr. May;  he 
tells  you,  he  has  known  Mr.  Tooke  several 
years ;  that  he  has  been  in  his  company  in 
hours  of  conviviality,  and  in  serious  hours ; 
vben  he  had  drank  much  wine,  nnd  wbf-n  he 
fcad  been  perfectly  sober — he  savs  lie  had  a 
curiosity  to  Icnow  what  Mr.  Toole's  real  sen- 
timents upon  p;nvernirirnt  v>  rre ;  thatbchim- 
*elf  had  no  commumcaliun  with  any  of  these 
i^cielies ;  be  tells  you  he  fiiond  Mr.  Tooke 
always  well  attached  to  the  king,  and  to  the 
Aristocracy,  to  the  nobility  of  the  country ; 
he  always  expressed  liimself  strongly  in 
tficir  fiivour;  he  conversed  with  him  upon 
the  subject  of  this  book  of  jMr.  Painp'? 
sod  Mr.  I'uoke  reprobated  Mr.  l*aiuc'i»  doc- 
Inne,  witli  respect  to  Monarchy,  as  applica- 
ble to  this  country  ;  he  always  said  that  this 
country  was  not  tit  for  a  republic;  constantly 
beid  that  conversation ;  iMit  be  constantly 
said,  that  his  object  was  a  parliamentary  re- 
fefm,  whkliyhe  ttxnigh^  OMgbt  to  be  punucd 
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in  this  countrr,  by  all  good  eitlKBi,  beetose 

it  was  his  judgniciil,  that  it  would  lend  to 
confirm,  instead  of  overturning  the  constitu- 
tion; be  BOprowd,  therefore,  of  those  parts 
of  Paine's  nook  which  had  that  tendency 3 
but  it  is  evident  he  disapproved  of  those  as 
applicable  to  the  English  government,  which 
tended  to  the  destniction  of  monarchy. 

Now,  out  of  all  this  together,  out  of  this 
monstrous  farrago  of  papers,  this  address  to 
the  French  Convention,  the  subscriptions, 
the  Scotch  Convention,  the  busirif  -s  ,,\  Gcr- 
rald,  the  approbation  Of  Faine  and  Barlow, 
upon  which  the  same  obsermtions  arise  ;  out 
of  all  these  together,  they  say  they  Imve  col- 
lected, that  Mr.  Tooke  has  conspired  with 
others  to  overturn  the  government,  and  de- 
pose the  king,  boldii^  oat  parliunentary 

reform  as  a  mere  pretext  to  crrvrr  thnt  iini'fcr- 
plotof  his;  Uiat  he  conspired  to  depoi^e  the 
Kins,  and  to  overturn  the  government,  and 
to  rT)  it  by  force;  for  it  must  be  by  force; 
and  it  is  stated  bv  the  solicitor-greneral,  in  his 
opening,  that  what  he  charged  Mr.  Tooke 
with,  is  a  conspiring  to  depose  the  king,  and 
bring  abont  tnat  deposition  by  force  lo  be 
used  by  iuiuself,  or  by  oUiers  that  were  to  be 
employed  by  him. 

Gcnilcnien,  what  force  have  you  any  evi- 
dence of  intbisca4>e?  Will  you  collect  from 
this  parcel  of  papers,  from  these  addresses, 
from  these  circumstances  upon  which,  I  con- 
fess, I  have  been  only  able  to  make  {^cnenl 
observations  to  you  ;  will  you  collect  irom 
them  that  there  was  any  project  of  force  on 
foot?  'llvA  Mr.  Tooke  had  il  in  his  contem* 

Elation  to  take  ujp  arms,  or  put  arms  into  the 
ends  of  any  otner  penons,  when  there  is 
not  a  tittle  of  evidence  upon  \\\r-  subject  ? 
The  charge  a^inst  hiiu  cannot  be  proved, 
without  proving  an  existing  or  prepareu  force  ; 
there  is  no  evidence  of  this.  Will  you  col*' 
lectthis?  Will  you  infer  this?  Will  yon  be- 
lieve that  which  is  not  produced  in  evidence 
to  you,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  convicting 
a  man?  I  agree  with  what  has  been  stated  by 
the  attorney-general,  and  laid  down  by  his 
lordship,  on  the  last  trial ;  that  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary that  the  force  should  be  adequate  U> 
the  end  ;  that  il  should  be  certainly  sufficient 
to  produce  ihc  purpose  to  which  it  is  di- 
rected; but  I  do  insist,  tliat.in  order  to  make 
you  believe  that  it  was  tlie  object  of  the  priso- 
ner to  brine  abput  a  certain  purpose  by  tbrce, 
there  shoum  be  some  reasonable  evidence 
given  you,  cither  that  something  like  force 
existed,  which  he  had  it  in  Ins  power  to  use, 
or,  tliat  there  was  something  like  preparation 
of  force  to  be  used  hereafter.  Now,  ia4bero 
any  thing  id  that  sort  in  this  ca&e,  and  r  tn 
YOU  iituke  any  thing  of  tlie  case  wiUiuul 
foite^ 

Gentlemen,  in  cases  of  this  sort,  which 
have  been  tried,  it  generally  happens,  that 
there  has  been  some  pretender  to  the  crown, 
wlio  was  ready  willi  un  army,  to  which  the 
parties  could  atuch  themselves;  in  all  the 
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cases  stated  from  the  Slate  Trials,  there  was  a 
pretender  to  the  crown,  their  did  exist  plots  in 
the  couulry,  there  were  people  to  whom  those 
who  favoured  the  pretender's  claim  might  in^ 
mediately  attach  themselves  ;  if  there  was 
not  a  turce  on  foot  in  this  couutry,  tiiere  was 
•  force  ID  a  neighbouring  country,  in  France 
in  which  the  prett  iulcr  rt!>idtd,  ready  to  co- 
operate with  aoy  here,  for  the  purpose  of 
asttsting  liis  pretentHnn  to  the  crown ;  it  was 
credible,  in  that  case,  that  men  who  entered 
into  consults  against  the  government,  had 


in  this  case,  that  the  judgment  of  the  ac- 
quittal of  Hardy  is  evidence  f  Can  it  be  said 
that  if  he  had  been  convicted  the  iudgment 
of  blB  conviction  would  not  have  been  evi- 
dence  against  Mr.  Tooke?  Hati  they  not, 
therefore,  every  motive|  every  uiducemeot, 
to  bring  forward  first  their  strongest  case;  thei 
riisp  on  which  they  most  relied;  the  man  on 
whom  they  could  6x  every  thing  the  man 
whom  they  tunposed  to  be  connoted  in  the 
inmost  rouncils  of  all  those  other  imputed 
conspirators?^ Do  not  you  believe  that  ia 


such  views  as  might  be  imj  uted  to  them,  be-  j  the  judgment  of  those  who  couducl  tiii;.  pri>- 
causc  there  was  a  force  to  which  they  might  secution,  Mr.  Hardy's  was  the  slrongesi  case  ? 
attach  themselves;  but  what  is  there  of  tti^t  That  he  w;f  the  pnnreof  r(>n>pirAtors  ?  That 
sort  here  ?  is  there  any  force  in  this  coimtry  he  was,  as  they  believed,  the  leader  of  all  the 
Are  there  any  arms  in  tlie  hands  of  any  men  others — the  person  who  let  all  this  supposed 
in  this  country,  to  whom  these  people,  if  Ihey  mischief  on  foot?  Would  not  it  liave  been 
rose,  could  pusbibly  tutuch  themselves 't  If  diaoed  in  jrour^ears,  if  Uardy  had  been  con- 
there  was  not,  what  preparation  for  force  is  victcd,  that  one  step  of  this  indictment  wis. 
tliere  by  which  they  might  eBect  their  own  proved ;  that  the  charee  against  Mr. Tooke  is, 
purposes  ?  There  is  nothing  in  the  world  but  tliat  he  conspired  with  Mr.  Hardy,  an*!  ^fr. 
twelve  pike-staffs,  spoken  to  by  the  wiiucss,  Bonuey,  and  Mr.  Joyce,  and  a  great  many 
'Widdison,  from  Sheliield,  which  were  made  others ;  that  in  getting  one  conviction  they 
for  the  self-preservation  of  tho<«c  who  thought  hud  provrd  thnt  there  was  a  conspiracy  on 
themselves  endangered  by  attacks  made  upon  i  toot  in  the  country  ;  that  Mr.  Hardy,  the 
them  there.  So  miich  for  the  force,  which,  '  secretary  of  one  of  these  societiee^  wes  at  the 
if  you  do  not  believe  to  exist  in  this  case,  it  head  of  the  conspiracy;  that  h(  was  the  man 
is  impossible  you  can  convict  the  prisoner,  \  with  whom  Mr.  I'ooke  had  connected  him- 
because,  it  is  the  essential  part  of  the  charge ;  .  self?  Should  we  not  have  heard  from  every 
as  little  have  they  made  out  any  conspiracy  man  on  the  other  side  of  the  table,  if  they 
to  bring  about  thai  end,  which  is  imputed  to  j  could  be  permitted  to  spcnk,  that  their  ^reat 
him. 


It  is  cliarged  ^^ost  Mr.  Tooke,  tliat  he 

conspired  with  some  who  are  named  in  the 
indictment,  and  with  others  who  are  not 
named,  to  depose  the  king;  who  are  those 
persons  with  whom  he  conspired  -  One  of 
them  was  Mr.  Hardy;  be  is  withdrawn  trom 
the  conspiracy,  the  verdict  of  a  jury  has 
found  Mr.  Hardy,  who  stands  first  upon 
this  indictment,  the  great  leader  of  the  con- 
spiracy, the  secretary  of  the  most  obnoxious 
society— that  man,  who  is  supposed  to  have 
been  the  generalissmo  of  those  troops — the 
manager  ot  all  this,  whose  hand  was  m  every 
thtng^Mr.  Uitdy  has  been  acquitted  by  a 
ju^  of  his  country. 

The  charge  against  Mr.  Tooke  is,  that  he 
conspired  witir  .Mr.  Hardy,  and  others,  to 
overturn  the  government  of  this  ojunlry, 
and  to  depose  the  king.  Hardy  is  placed  in 
the  front  of  the  baitie;  and  if  they  had  placed 
him  first  in  the  indictment  by  mistake,  it  was 
not  necessary  that  they  should  try  him  first ; 
for  it  is  at  the  option  of  the  altoruev-generai 
to  try  first  whom  he  pleases.  n«dy  is 
brought  forth  the  first  man  to  be  tried ;  did 
they  not  wish  to  get  a  conviction  in  the  first 
cast?  Was  it  nut,  think  ye,  the  great  object 
of  those  who  conduct  these  prosecutions  to 
set  out  with  onr  np<>n  which  tbry  could  get 
a  verdict?  V\uukl  it  not  have  been  a  gr^at 
thing  for  them  to  have  laid  before  the  public 
and  to  have  laid  before  another  jury,  the 
judgiuenl  of  bis  conviction,  if  Hardy  had  been 
convicted    'Has  it  not  been  determiiu:d, 

X 


business  was  done  ;  liiat  there  was  oo  duubt 
of  the  existence  of  the  oonspiraey ;  that  hero 

was  a  jury  of  twelve  honest  mf»n  of  the  roun- 
try,  to  whose  care  the  lite  ol  the  vrisouer  bad 
been  committal,  and  they,  like  nonest  meo^ 
feeling  for  the  prisoner,  but  feeling  also  for 
tlieir  country,  tiad  felt  themselves  bound, 
upon  the  evidence  produced,  to  say,  upon 
their  oaths,  that  Mr.  Hardy,  the  eonspirator 
with  Mr.  Tooke  upon  this  case,  was  guilty  of 
high  treason ;  that  therefore  the  conspiracy 
itself  cxiitcd  to  the  extent  to  which  it  was 
charged ;  that  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  and 
conviction  of  Hardy,  showed  this;  and  that 
the  only  step  now  lannioing.  was  lo  ahoir 
that  Mr.  Tooke  was coooemea  in  thai  con- 
spiracy. 

Gentlemen,  I  borrow  all  tiiesc  arguments, 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Tooke,  from  the  aa]iitttai 
of  Mr.  IIan?y.  T  say  that  Mr.  Iljirdy,  st:ife<^ 
to  be  a  iouu  conspirator  with  Mr.  luukc,  uu- 

Elicaied  in  the  whole  of  the  business,  haa 
een  tried  bv  a  jury  of  his  country  ;  that  jury 
ill  conducted  themselves  in  that  cause,  if  they 
were  not  moved  by  the  address  of  the  very 
eloquent  and  learned  gentleman  j  the  attor- 
ney general]  who  now  is  leavina  the  Court, 
if  they  were  not  moved  by  his  aiMre&s  tu  ftnd 
a  strong  sense  of  the  duty  which  they  owed 
to  the  ptihlic,  as  well  as  to  the  pri'-onrr. 
They  did  tccl  it  They  felt  likewise  i4 
was  their  diity  not  to  find  a  fellow  subject 
guilty  of  high  t/cason,  unless  the  proof 
aeainst  him  was,  in  the  language  of  the  law, 
pmin,  direct,  and  uanifcst.   Upou  the  prou4 
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piidOcwi  m^taiL  Mr.  Iiardy,  th^  were  of 

opinion  that  he  was  not  a  conspirator  with 
31r.  Tooke;  that  there  tlid  not  exist  a  con- 
ttptracy,  m  which  Mr.  Tooke  and  Mr.  Hardy, 
aad  tBOte  other  persons  coinbimd,  to  over- 
ttirn  the  constittition,  aixl  dppose  the  kin^ ; 
and  1  hcTClore  they  acquitted  M  r.  iiardy.  '1  he 
T^rdiei  of  acquittal,  which  has  abeolved  Mr. 
Iiardy  from  the  charge  which  lay  against  him, 
absolves  Mr.  Tuoke  trom  that  part,  at  ieast, 
tiio  charge  brought  against  htm,  whicn 
itates  that  ne  conspired  with  Mr.  Hardy  to 
overturn  the  government.  Mr.  Iiardy,  the 
Qian  whom  they  have  brought  forward  iu  the 
front  of  tin  battle,  is  an  innocent  maO;  and 
so,  I  inist,  yon  wtil  find  the  geatkniao,  who 
now  stands  at  the  bar,  to  be. 

Bat,  gentlemen,  in  proofoftbb  conspiracy, 
in  which  Mr.  Tooke  is  staled  to  liave  partici- 
pated with  Hardy,  Hardy  is  not  the  only 
person  with  whom  he  is  stated  to  have  parti- 
cipated; Mr.  Sharpe  is  another;  he  is  not 
015C  of  the  nnknown  traitors,  Init  he  is  stated, 
on  the  indictmcut.  to  be  one  of  those  persons 
irilh  whom  Mr.  Tooke,  md  the  others,  con- 
spired to  overturn  the  govcrnnitnt,  :u.d  de- 
]K)$e  the  kin^.  1  will  not  repeat  to  you  all 
the  observationa  that  I  made  upon  the  situa- 
tion in  which  Mr.  Sharpe  stood;  certainly 
evrrv  ll.ing  that  passed,  he  knew,  and  ccr- 
L.iujy  none  of  the  otliers  could  be  traiiors  if 
Mr.  Sharpe  was  not;  and  yet  Mr.  Sharpe 
called  by  the  prosecutor,  and  cro??-exaniiiirt! 
by  us,  states  to  you  in  terms,  that  parliamen- 
tary reform  was  the  mere,  the  sole  object 
wh"ic!i  Mr.  Tooke,  and  the  rest  had  ;  that 
there  was  no  idea,  in  any  of  Ihera,  of  doing 
that  %K  hich  is  imputed  to  then  in  this  in- 
dictment, of  overUimtog  the  govemBient  by 
force;  tivai  tlicy  never  had  any  p!<>ct  pf 
&rce;  that  no  suspicion  ever  enttrtcl  his 
nund  that  any  man  of  tlic  society  had  any  no- 
tion of  employing  force;  that  U.e  re.i!  ohiort 
was,  as  I  slal^,  reform,  and  no  other.  So 
H  atandi  upon  the  force,  so  it  stands  upon 
the  conspiracy,  and  this  is  a  cliargr^  against 
Mr.  TooKe,  that  he  conspired,  %vilh  others,  to 
overturn  this  govcrniucal  by  force. 

I  think  the  prosecutor's  witnesses  haire 
negativetl  the  force;  I  thh'.k  tlie  prose- 
cutor's witnesses  have  uegativcd  the  con- 
spiracy; I  think  tMs  case  required  no 
an.svs  trr  from  Mr.  To^kc  ;  ^lat  was  my  judg- 
ment, and  i  told  him  so :  I  btlicve  il  was 
also  the  judgment  of  my  learned  friend ; 
that  where  a  direct  charge  is  brought  against 
a  man,  that  he  h-xs  conspired,  by  torce,  to  do 
a  particular  thing,  wuere  it  is  proved  by  the 
witnesses,  who  are  brought  forward  to  prove 
that  charge  a£raiiist  h;n\  tiiut  no  force  ex- 
isted, that  uo  project  of  torce  existed ;  where 
it  ts  proved  likewise  bj  those  witnesses,  that 
the  persons,  who  bad  met  together,  liad  not 
the  designs  imputed  to  them  ;  but  ilmt  l!iey 
had  the  other  de&ijgn,  which  tlic  priioucj  Ijiiu- 
self  says  hceotertained,aparUamcniary  rcforiu, 
and  merely  a  ptrUtneolwy  nfitflDt  ^ 
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the  prosacMor'a  ease  is  so  anawered  and  n»> 

gatived  by  his  own  witnesses,  that  il  calls  for 
no  answer  from  the  prisoner;  that  was,  and 
that  is  my  judgment  u^on  the  case:  yet 
still,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  world,  for  liio 
satisfaction  of  the  Conrt,  fnr  the  satisfaction 
of  vou,  who  sit  on  the  jury,  and  for  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  those  who  hear  this  cause,  and 

I  for  llie  f:;!r,rc  support  of  the  characlrr  of 
the  gentleman  who  stands  at  the  bar,  ho 
took  upon  himself  the  proof  of  the  affirmap- 
tive,  he  boldly  stepped  forward  and  said :— — 
The  chMrgr  against  me  is,  that  parliamen- 
tary reform  was  a  mere  pretext;  that  when  I 
said  I  meant  a  reform  in  pariiamcnt,  I  did 
not  mean  it,  that  I  meant  somewhat  else  : 
they  have  raked  into  all  the  pabsages  of  ray 
life,  they  have  endeavoured  to  prove  by  a- 

I  hundred  difTcrrnt  acts,  with  many  of  uliich  \ 
am  not  aficcted,  that  my  real  object  was  not 
a  parliamentary  reform ;    they  have  not 
proved  that  which  they  undertook  to  prove; 
and  which  they  must  prove  before  you  r-uv 
convict  me,  thai  1  conspired  with  others  to 
depose  the  kine ;  they  nave  put  their  case,p 
that  either  I  did  that,  or  I  meant  parliamen- 
taly  reform ;  and,  by  putting  it  m  that  way, 
they  have  given  me  an  opportunity,  which  I 
am  glad  they  have  eiven  me,  of  showing,  by 
evidence,  what  I  did  mean.     I  will  let  you 
into  the  whole  of  iny  character;   I  will  lei 
you  into  the  whole  coarse  of  my  life ;  I  will 
call  those  who  have  seen  me  in  public  and  in 
private;  I  will  show  vou  what  I  have  done* 
at  public  meetings,  where  thefe  were  many 
wl)o  could  prove  how  I  acted;  I  will -..how 
you  what  I  have  said,  and  done,  before  those 
who  were  in  my  cenfidence,  and  who,  if  I 
had  any  sinister  dfesigns,  must  have  discovered 
them;  I  will  lay  iny  whole  life  before  you,  as 
far  back  as  the  merooiy  of  man  can  go ;  and 
in  order  to  show  that  reform  was  my  real  ob- 
ject,  and  th  it  il  \vr's  not  a  mere  pretext.  I 
Wilt  show  you  that  my  laugtmge,  my^  writ- 
ings, my  acts,  and  conduct,  do  all  mamfesUy- 
testify,  that  iny  opinion  has  constantly  been 
that  the  representation  in  the  House  of  Coni- 
mujii  should  be  reformed ;  i  have  had  that, 
and  that  only  object,  in  view;  (and  Mr. 
Tockc  is  proved  to  you,  by  many  witnesses, 
to  be  a  man,  firm,  steady,  and  inilexiblc  in  his 
opinions)  I  wUl  prove  to  you,  he  says,  as  far 
b;irk  :is  memory  can  go,  -a^  far  back  any 
ot  my  acquaintance,  iliat  arc  living,  can 
speak,  that  these  have  constantly  been  my 
opinions,  and  that  1  have  uniformly  acted 

'  UjHui  them.     With  respect  tu  designs  that  I 

j  may  be  supposed  to  entertain  against  tiic 
king,  and  the  nobility  of  the  country,  and 

'  which  I  shudder  at  the  mention  oi',  I  will 
show  you  from  that  same  conduct,  public  ami 
private,  from  th<»e  same  confidential  friends, 
that  the  king  has  never  been  mentioned  by 
me,  except  with  regur  },  with  esteem,  and 
wiUi  icvtitnce ;  tiiAi  i  liave  always  sjfukcu 
ol  the  nobility  of  litis  country,  as  it  body  of 
roeti  who  ou^bt  to  be  suppurtod:  that  my 
»  I 
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compiainU  have  alMya  fatM  dtrecfted  i^inst 
tb»t  whicli  they  now  are  directed  aeHinst, 
Mfsely,  %vbal  I  conceived  to  be  a  comipt  aad 
xmperract  representation  of  the  people  in  the 

Commons  House  of  Parliament ;  that  the  re- 
lormatiua  of  Uiat  rorruptioD,  tht  remedy  ol 
that  eviU  is  the  object  I  haiveconstMitly  pw* 

si:r:d,  ^nd  that  I  have  pursued  do  other. 

I  will  brina  vou  then  down  to  llic  lalfr 
acu  ol  uiy  iite;  1  v.iil  then  briugyuu  ac- 
quainted with  me  for  the  latt  three  or  iuur 
year!»,  the  time  whea  I  am  supposed  to  be 
plotiiag  this  coospiracy ;  I  viiU  show,  xhax  by 
all  the  public  acts  that  I  tiave  participated  in 
during  that  time,  by  many  private  convcrsa- 
tiuna*  by  many  conbticnUai  cotiirauaications 
to  firiondt,  that  so  late  as  the  last  two  or 
three  years,  at  which  time  I  have  been  sup- 
pose fl  to  be  platting  this  horrid  coii'spiracy, 
iny  laneua^  has  been  the  same,  unitormly, 
to  all  who  Knew  me ;  that  my  objiect  was  par- 
liamectar.-  reform,  n  r'^tcnain  tho  Houseof 
CommooA,  but  no  where  eise. 

Gentlemen,  for  tbia  p«tr()08a  Mr  Tooke  did 
call  witnesfies.-^  The  first,  you  will  recollect 
was  a  ?ent|pmanof  great  honour,  major  Cart- 
vriglil :  lic  told  you  that  ho  had  known  Mr. 
ToMco  intimately  for  tlia  space  of  sixteen 
years  ;  now  that  a  reasonable  long  period 
to  make  one's  seit  acquainted  with  the  real 
diepoeitions  and  objects  of  a  man  \  he  telle 
you  he  never  met  with  a  man  in  his  life  who 
was  more  steady,  more  una,  and  more  in- 
flosible  in  the  opinions  that  he  once  enter- 
tained ;  and  the  major  had  ^reat  reason  to 
say  for  ho  dithered  with  him  in  opinion  ; 
and  it  was  more  likely  to  strike  him  than  a 
man  wlio  had  not  tbu  circumstance  to  lead 
him  tc  the  observation. 

I  sbouid  have  stalc(i  th;it  the  first  circam- 
alaace  which  the  major  ^[leaics  to,  is  the  ge- 
neral object  of  ihe  (.'oiihlitulional  Society; 
he  was  one  oi  the  fathers,  one  of  the  insti- 
tutorsof  it;  he  had  known  it  from  its  insti- 
tution; and  he  states  to  you,  in  express 
terms,  that  the  only  object  of  the  soticty, 
(hiring  all  the  time  he  knew  U,  was  a  reforin 
(t  mean  always  by  reform,  a  reform  in  the 
ilon^ie  of  t'onimons);  for  that  purpose  it  was 


the  House  of  Commons;  he  differed  fronn 

mijor  (Jarlwri;zht  upon  the  mode  of  \\\\^  v- 
form,  but  stUl  his  object  wa^i  only  reform; 
migor  Cartwrisht  was  of  opinion  that  tmi- 
versal  suffrage  v     the  best  snbstitulion  that 
Qould  be  made  fur  the  pr^cnt  reprebeatation 
in  the  House  of  Commons;  Mr.  Tooke  disa- 
ereed  with  him;  he  told  faraa  eo;  ho  do* 
baled  the  point  with  him  more  th^n  once; 
major  Ctirtwright  relied  upon  Locl^e;  Mr. 
Tooke  told  him  he  thought  ho  Mistook  tho 
sense  of  Ix>cke,  or,  I  bcHcvp,  not  that  he 
mistook  the  sense  of  Locke^  but  that  he 
thought  the  prindple  laid  down  by  Locko, 
U}X)n  which  major  Cartwright  founded  hia 
opinion,  was  a  false  priuciplc  ;  that  though 
he  had  great  respect  for  so  great  a  man  ai» 
Locke;  a  man  to  the  admiralion  of  whoni 
Mr.  Tooke's  understanding  must  often  have 
led  him,  ^et  he  did  not  think  Locke  had 
formed  a  jusi  opinion  up<»i  that  snlneet:* 
then  they  arrrt  d  upon  this  ;  you  are  (or  uni- 
vessal  sutira^^e,  1  for  a  reform  in  parliament, 
but  thert  of  unWertat  snflFirage ;  lee  witt  travel 
together  as  well  as  we  can  ;  and  he  compared 
their  situation  to  that  of  two  men  in  a  Wind- 
sor stage -coach,  one  of  whom  wauled  to  ^ 
to  Windsor,  and  the  other  to  stop  at  Houn- 
slow ;  Mr.  Tooke  thought  a  certain  reform  iti 
parliament  a  good  thing,  but  he  would  go  no 
farther  on  t&t  road  than  Houmlow,  ho 
would  slop  there :   major  Cartwright,  who 
was  for  universal  suflrae^e,  would  go  on  to 
Windsor.    Surely  there  Is  nothing  crinoinal 
in  this  political  joaniev  lo  Honnslow  in  tho 
same  stage-coach,  with  a  man  who  i^oing 
onto  Wwdsor;  similar  journies  have  oeen 
performed  by  many  whose  conduct,  I  am 
sure,  has  not  been  rcprubated  on  that  ac- 
count.   You  recollect  Itiat  at  many  of  these 
meetings  (I  refer  to  the  meeting  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
when  he  was  a  friend  to  parliamentary  re- 
form), he  had  those  with  Iiini  wlio  were  for 
uuiversal  sutirage,  and  yel  lie  thought  no 
harm  in  adhering  to  them,  or  rather calliii|( 
ihein  under  his  banner,  for  ilic  purpose  of 
producing  the  retorin  which  he  wisiied,  anti 
which  Mr.  Tooke  wished  for,  not  meamn^  to 
on  will)  thiMu  lo  Windsor,  but  meaninfi 


instituted,  and  all  its  measures  had  beeu  di-  that  they  should  help  him  on  to  iIoun«iIo\r: 
lected  tothat  object,  till  the  time  when  he  that,  therefore,  which  was  not  criminal  in 
went  into  the  country^  and  therefore  attended    one  man  cannot  be  criminal  in  aiwthcr ;  and 


I  do  not  tliink  it  can  he  imputed  to  Mr. 

•  "  He''  (Home  Tooke)  "  was  also  a  great 

"  aihnirrr  of  T.ockc.  Of  tliis  illustrious  Enz:- 
lisiiman,  lie  was  accustomed  to  observe  m 
the  language  of  Den  Joneon,  whtio  speak- 

"  ing  of  Shakespeare,  J  reverence  him  on  this 
«*  niffr  flf  Idifiatn/.  In  respect  to  his  work  on 
•«  <;ov«rnmcnt,  however,  be  did  not  seem  to 
**  thmk  that  he  wmt  so  far  as  might  have 
feet;  that  1m:  always  expressed  himself  with  "ben  rxprrUd,  for  he  remarks T.nckf 
th^  greatest  decree  of  <:^tecm  and  reverence 
for  the  king;  be  alw»y«  cxnreased  himself 
attached  to  t!ic  n«  hil.tv  of  t[;(  roin: 


Jt  no  njore  in  t!ie  year  1792.  He  is  asked 
wiiat  Mr.  lookt  ;»  opiaioiis,  with  respect  to 
the  king,  and  the  nobility  are ;  he  telbyou 
in  terms,  and  his  dec!inition  is  drawn  from 
the  result  o(  an  iiiiiuite  number  of  convcrs»* 
tions  with  Mr.  Tooke,  and  a  confidential 
J  iiow!cdgeof  him  for  sixteen  yc;:rs,  he  tells 
you  that  he  constantly  held  iliat  a  reforma- 
tion in  the  House  of  Commons  was  tlie  only 
thing  wanted  to  make  OUT  constitution  per- 


itry,  and 


<(  had  utitten  enough  to  jttstifjf  tkt  aw4MjUmm 
"of  the  govemmeut 
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directed  his  com^iauit  agaiuU  oothiog  bail     AkjMndtr  Ma^tkmh       V***  h  P»      •  ' 
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meant  to  make,  with  major  Cartwright,  up  to 
the  extent  of  that  reformation  which  he,  Mr. 
lotjke,  mtended,  can  be  criminal,  although 
major  Cartwright  m%ht  mean  to  go  a  little 
farther  fvr  the  pUTpoie  Of  iatroduciog  wu- 
vental  sufirage. 

GeMlemeii,  Urisii  the  wwount  tliat  Bia- 
jor  Cartwriijht,  from  an  acquaint  incr  of  six- 
leeo  ^ears  gives  of  Mr.  Tooke — that  be  was  at- 
iKhed  to  the  king  and  to  the  nobility,  and 
tlntiliB  only  object  was  a  reform  in  parlia- 
ment ;  and  vpt  the  case  pretended  to  be  proved 
against  him  in  this  cause  is,  that  he  wishes  to 
oteWuiu  the  eonsytutlon ;  ^t  he  wishes  to 
dry  o^e  the  king ;  and  tliftt  t  xefom  in  parlia- 
ment is  a  mere  pretext. 

Gentkmen,  when  did  this  pretext  be^in  ? 
Wc  have  gone  through  sixteen  years  of  his 
life  by  major  Cartwright,  and  during  ail  this 
time  this  nun  is  uniformly  holding  the  same 
language — that  the  king  Is  to  be  supported — 
that  the  n ohility  are  to  he  ?5ijpported  ;  and  tliat 
for  the  support  or  the  kiiig^tbr  the  support  of 
the  iioMlm,  in  his  judgment,  it  ie  better  that 
there  should  he  a  reform  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  because  he  thinks  that  by  that  reform 
in  the  HouM  vf  Commous,  the  whole  consti- 
tMMM  will  be  more  perfeec  then  it  is  at 
present. 

Gentlemen,  I  come  now  to  some  of  the 
public  acts  of  Mr. Tooke;  wlid,if  hebas  been 
conspiring  ajraiii'^l  the  crown,  has  acted,  I 
think,  the  strangest  part  that  any  conspirator 
fbr  that  purjpoae  ever  did  aet.  I  will,  as  far 
as  I  am  able,  lay  his  whole  life,  public  and 
private,  before  ycnr  view;  I  will  show  him 
doing  public  acts  m  the  year  1780,  in  the 
3FeBfstr82,  1785,  ]788»  im,  I  think  in  the 
few  1793,  which  show  mo«t  decidedly  th;4t 
MS  real  object  was  a  parliamentary  retbrm  in 
that  branch  of  thele^atore  wmch  we  call 
the  Hotise  if  Commons. 

The  first  public  act  I  sliail  show  is  in  the 
JJCMT  1780.  You  will  find  it  proved,  by  refer- 
lingtotba  notes  you  may  have  taken,  or  to 
your  memory  of  the  evidence,  that  so  lung 
ago  as  the  yeur  1780  associations  were  hcid, 
and  associations  of  delegates,  I  think,  for  the 
ptrrpo^e  of  brinjiinp;  ahnux  i  rir!i"nicntary  re- 
form ;  that  there  were  delegates  from  di^r- 
tnt  towns  and  counties  in  ttiis  kingdom.  Mr. 
Sheridan  proved,  that  at  theiw  meetings  Mr. 
Tooke  attende<i,  that  at  these  meetings  hts 
object  was  not  to  raise  contuf<ion  in  the  go- 
vernment—not to  Stir  up  an  insurrsction 
against  the  existing  powers— not  to  overturn 
the  gnvemmeiit  ana  to  depose  the  king,  as  is 
hM)msed  to  hloi  by  this  indtctnient,  not  his 
ohi<^rt  was,  a  reform  in  the  Hou<ie  of  Com- 
mons ;  he  joined  with  those  others  whose 
objects  were  similar.  These  delegates  met 
frequently ;  Mr.  Tooke  met  with  them  ;  and 
eomtantly  and  uniformly  did  he,  at  all  th»^se 
meetings,  declare  bis  object  to  be  a  reibrm  in 
IheCnmfliMitiloase  of  parliwneht.  €o  hi 
wnfUUno^  ibit  this  ffsnQnam,  mhm  o(i- 
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nions  are  sostsady  and  inflexible  thatnotMng 

can  turn  them,  did,  for  sixteen  years  of  his 
life,  by  the  testimony  of  major  Cartwright, 
entertain  these  opinions;  that  in  the  ycat 
1780,  by  many  public  acts  he  committed  him* 
5c!f'  vipon  them,  he  showed  to  the  public  that 
ins  object  was  merely  a  reform  in  the  Com- 
flsons  House  of  parllarosnt;  so  much  Ibr  the 
year  1780.  In  the  year  1781  iht  ro  wrre  no 
public  acts  in  which  Mr.  Tooke  participated. 
The  year  1789  was  the  time  when  Bfr.  Pitt 
brought  forward  his  prefect  for  a  reform  in 
the  House  of  Commons;  and  you  will  find 
from  Mr.  Pitt's  testimony — from  ihe  testimony 
of  the  duke  of  Richroond^rem  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  many  othef^,  that  Mi  . 
Tooke  attended  constantly  at  these  meetings ; 
that  he  constantly  supported,  not  the  project 
of  universal  suffrage  with  the  duke  of  Utch- 
mond,  who  was  present  at  several  of  these 
Oieetings, — at  whose  hnuiie  one  of  them  I 
think  was  held,^but  that  he  wished  for eome* 
thiiv^-  *hnrt  of  thnt ;  th  a  he  Constantly  at- 
tactied  himsclt  to  Air.  Fitt,  and  followed  him 
thrott|;h  his  jpoHtical  life  up  to  atertalnfNnnt ; 
he  wished  for  that  reform  whuh  Mr.  Pitt 
wished  for,  and  assisted  Mr.  i'ttt  to  tlte  utmost 
of  his  power  in  obtaining  that  reform :  so 
mnch  lor  the  public  conduct  of  Mr.  Tooke  as 
far  as  arises  out  of  his  conduct  at  the  general 
meetings  in  the  year  179'4.  In  that  same  year, 
afiet  Mr.  Pitt's  motion  in  the  House  of  COm* 
mons  for  a  reform  had  he  en  thrown  out — that 
motion  to  which  Mr.  Tooke  so  ardently  wished 
success,  and  the  111  aoeeess  of  whieh  he 
so  nivich  regretted — Mr.  Tooke  addresses  a 
letter  to  a  loarned  gf-ntleman,  whose  loc«!  in 
the  profession,  and  in  that  House  of  parlia- 
ment of  which  he  was  an  ornament,  we  shall 
always  reerct— l;e  wrote  a  letter  to  the  late 
Mr.  Dunning  upon  this  subject,  a  orivate 
letter  at  ilrst,  bat  afterwanls  published. 
T.pI  MS  sec  now  wlien  tl:is  plan  of  .Mr  !*itt's 
was  thrown  out — when  the  majority  of  the 
House  of  Commons  declared  themselves  of  a 
different  opinion ;  let  us  vc>e  whether  Mr. 
Tookp  appe?r«  to  have  .i-  icd  like  a  roan  with 
whoui  a  parliamentary  retorni  was  a  mere  pre- 
text, or  whether  it  was  really  the  object  of  his 
miriii.  I  shf\!l  nnt  po  thr(  i  iih  all  the  parts  of 
the  letter,  it  has  bcem  ead  t>efore;  but  in  an- 
swer to  some  of  these  ohiections  which  have 
been  raised  in  the  Home  vi  Cornmons  to  this 
plan,  be  says,  **  1  trust  that  there  are  very 
lew  persons  in  this  countrj-  who  desire  so  im- 
proper  and  impracticable  a  measure  as  uni- 
ver<»al  suffrtJge  ;  but  if  there  were  many,  the 
wisdom  of  parliament  would  correct  tbcir 
plan,  and  the  corrected  would  be  well  pleased 
at  the  curreclioii." 

Now,  gentlemen,  that  circumstance  con- 
firms the  evidence  which  the  other  wit- 
nesses have  given  in  this  r  inse,  that  Mr. 
Tooke  is  a  man  strady,  inflexible,  and  pcr«i#» 
vering  in  his  principles ;  that  he  is  not  a  wa- 
vering man ;  and  tt  was  to  this  point  that 
QiMiy  ofthewitiKMee  w^^uestiooed.  for 
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«wt  see,  from  the  bcgiRfiing  of  his  pulkicail 

Jifp,  he  thinks  that  u  reform  in  ffurli-.imfjnt  is 


a  reui  aood ;  lie  thinks,  hkcwise,  tiiat  tu  go 
4o  the  length  of  universal  suffrage  would  be  a 
real  evil ;  and  you  find  hira  uniforuily  and 
Mcadily  pursuing  Uiat  saine  conduct  through 
Jiis  life,  adhering  to  fats  original  plan  jof  a 
reform  in  ivj'i  n  cnt,  but  never  led  auay, 
jeven  by  his  lutimate  friend  msijor  Cariwri^ht, 
;iiul  those  olbers  with  whom  he  was  acting, 
and  whom,  if  he  meant  to  inflame  the  puhhc 
mind,  lie  would  rather  have  attached  himself 
to,  to  embrace  the  plan  of  tioiversal  suifro^e, 
because,  in  his  judgment,  universal  auflrage 
is  .1  bad  tiling  ;  and  I  will  venture  to  say,  that 
uo  power  upoQ  earth  caa  induce  Mf.  Tmoke  to 
accede  to  any  measure  of  any  sort  which,  \n 
his  judgment  ia  not  a  right  one. 
.  He  goes  on  to  slate  his  reasons,  for  not 
tliiuking  purljameulary  reform  a  ^ood  thing; 
that  he  considers  as  admitted,  at  least  as  ad- 
mitted hy  the  learned  £;cntlenKin  lo  wlK.in  he 
addressed  this  letter,  but  he  answers  tiie  ol*- 
jections  thai  bad  been  stated  to  it  in  the 


the  bauds  of  their  sovereign,  whUst  Ihay  de* 

base  and  plunder  bis  bubjects." 

U  itial  ireadoa .'  Is  it  trcaioa  against  the 
king  tooflar  a  wish  that  the  aristocracy  ^  the 
fotintry  may  ^iiftcr  the  king  to  bold  that  au- 
tiiority,  to  Dos^!>&  iiiat  wei^t  in  the  consti- 
tution whicn  belongs  lo  his  office  P  Must  it 
be  attributed  to  jNIr.  Tooke  that  be  wishes  to 
pull  down  the  nobility,  because  he  desires 
that  they  shall  not  shaclde  the  hands  of  their 
sovereign,  while  they  debase  and  plunder  his 
svibjccts?  And  is  it  to  be  iinpiHed  to  him  that 
he  wishes  to  depose  the  niuiiarch,  when  io 
the  former  sentcnre  of  this  very  work  be 
states,  that  the  prerogative  of  tlio  crown  is 
^lunuus  to  itic  mouarcli  and  beneticial  to  the 
buhjcct?  Would  a  man  like  Mr.  Tooke  who 
had  committed  himself  to  the  public  in  this 
manner,  have  turned  short  round,  have 
tnined  agaujsl  lIihI  monarch  whose  preroga- 
tive he  states  to  he  so  glorious  to  himself  and 
beneficial  to  the  subject?  Would  lie  have 
turned  against  that  anstocracy  of  w  tioin  he 
says^"  Let  tlie  aristocracy  enjoy  their  full 


House  of  Commons.    He  reronimeiuls  to  Ine  i  and  lionoura^le  proportion  uf  influence,  which 


legislature  the  adopting  the  measure  which 
bad  been  proposed  hy  Mr.  I'ilt,  as  that  which 
was  most  likely  to  «:ive  firmness  and  stability 
to  the  constitution  of  this  countrj-,  consisting, 
as  he  states  it  toconsidt,  of  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons  ;  and  at  the  conclusion  of  his  letter 
v.c  hnvctliisseotence) — Now  b»  ar  ib.e  Ianj;na:5c 
of  a  democrat— the  laiijg;ua^  of  a  man  to 
v'hotii  democracy  or  nothing  must  be  imputed 
in  this  prosecution—"  The  ])rerogaitve  of  the 
crown,  whicli  h  glorious  to  the  monarch  and 
beneficial  lu  Ids  subjects,  they  will  pitux*  as  it 
ou^ht  to  be  placed,  high,  brilliant,  and  inde- 
pendent ;  a  <^reat  n  ei^jht  at  bottom  can  Lear  a 
grciil  weight  at  top.  Ixt  the  aristocracv,  un- 
envied,  enjoy  their  full  and  hoooinabie  pro- 
portion of  nilhicncc,  lo  which  they  are  justly 
eulitkdji  in  the  sUte»  but  la  tlieni  cease  as  a 
faction  to  ehackle  the  hands  of  their  sove- 
reign, whilst  they  debase  and  plunder  his 
subjects."  This  is  the  binpua^e  ofa  man 
uho  is  cither  said  to  be  u  demucrat,  or  one 
ivho  wishes  to  overturn  this  govemniait,  and 
to  introduce  none  in  its  t-le.ul  — 'I  bis  is  the 
langtiage  of  a  man  to  whom  U  is  imputed  tiiat 
be  wiihes  to  overturn  this  government,  and, 
a  p  ut  of  it,  the  Ilouse  of  Lords. — This  is 
the  man  to  wliom  it  is  imputed  that  he  wi«bcs 
to  strip  the  king  ul  lu*  crown,  that  crcjwn  liic 
]irerogative  of  which  lie  states  is  glorious  to 
the  nuirmrcb  and  beneficial  to  tb'-  Mibjccl,  and 
£»ught  lo  be  pmced  high,  brdiiani,  and  inde- 
pendent.—This  is  the  man  to  whom  it  is  im- 
puted that  bi;  would  strip  the  nobks  of  their 
iiobihty,«nd  yet  lie  says,  "  let  the  aristocracy, 
tmenvied,  enjoy  their  full  and  honourable 
proportion  ol  lufluence,  lo  which  they  arc 
jii-t'y  trititled,  in  th.j  strife."  So  much  lor 
xikti  utiLiiii),  wlioiii  iie  wt^Ucs  not  to  displace, 
but  .to  secure  in  the  possession  of  those  ho- 
nours which  the  constitution  has  given  ibem  ; 
<'  ii)ul  le^  jLimn  ceiuo  a#  a  lacUoit  to  &kM;iUe 


the  constitution  has  given  them"  ?  Would 
he  have  shortly  turned  round  upon  these  \U 
histrious  character?),  and  would  he  have  con- 
spired to  have  taken  from  the  one  their  bo* 
noiirs,  and  from  the  other  his  life? 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  Tooke  entertains,  I  know 
not  v.bethcr  sinj^nlar,  bull  tbink  exceedingly 
well-fouuded  opinions.  These,  I  know,  «ro 
his  reasonings  upon  thosubjectof  the  difieront 
brandies  of  the  l^slature ;  he  is  of  opinion 
thai  the  king,  as  well  as  the  people  of  this 
country,  arc  represented  in  liie  constitution ; 
that  Uiev  are  represented  by  those  who  aro 
responsible  for  theiracts — rcspon>ibl<-  'o  \  'lose 
who  appoint  them  to  the  situations  which  iliey 
hold ;  that  the  people  are  represented  by  those 
whom  ihey  send  lo  the  Commons  Ilou.-e  of 
parliament,  and  who  are  responsible  to  their 
constituents  ;  that  the  king  is  represented,  as 
he  certainly  is,  by  those  whom  he  appoints  to 
the  great  ofliccs  of  ibc  state,  they  act  for  him, 
lie  can  do  no  wrong,  but  lUey  ^re  responsible 
for  their  conduct  to  him  who  appoints  ihem  x 
that  is  the  opinion  which  Mr.  Tooke,  I  kacw, 
eotertauis  upon  that  subject.  lli$  couipi;a;it 
of  the  deftct  in  the  constitution  is  this ;  that 
the  people  are  not  duly  represented  in  the 
House  of  Commons  by  those  whom  they  »end 
there,  and  who  ou^ht  to  be  responsible  to 
their  constituents  tor  their  couduct  in  tha 
Hou<e  of  Commons;  he  tbinksthttlcorniption 
has  found  its  way  into  that  House  ot  parlia- 
ment; that,  by  means  of  this  corruption,  iin* 
proper  persons  arc  sent  there  :  and  tliat  llie 
eflccl  of  improper  persons  being  sent  there, 
i»  not  only  that  the  people  are  impropprly  re- 
presented in  the  House  of  Commons,  but 
that  it  trenches  upon  the  clbcr  branches  of 
the  legislature ;  by  mcuus  of  this  corrupUwa 
in  the  House  of  Uomreons,  he  is  of  opiuiou, 
tliaf  improper  mrn  arc  sent  into  the  Ilouse  of 
Lords,  and  so  ilic  puriiy  ol  the  Ilouse  *4 
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r.orJs  is  comiplcd ;  he  is  of  opinion,  that  the 
kiug  has  uot  that  free  choice  of  his  M:rv<ints 
which  ought  to  he  left  in  bis  breast.— Is  this 
tn  opinion  that  can  be  turned  against  him* 
aad  (iocs  this  show  that  ius  object  is  to  depose 
tbekitig?  On  the  contrary,  is  not  the  plain 
tendency  of  it  to  support  the  king  in  that  rank 
io  the  constitution  which  ho  holds,  and  to 
which  he  is  entitled  by  tiie  coiij^litulion  ? 
These  are  his  opinions:  if  I  liavc  improperly 
stated  thcin  to  you,  if  he  docs  not  agree  that 
his  opinions  arc  such  as  I  liave  stal^  he»  I 
am  sure,  will  contradict  me;  Imt  tbeie  I  un- 
derstand to  be  his  opinions,  and  I  have  stated 
them  Xti  ^'ou  because  X  thmk  they  are  perfectly 
confbrmable  to  his  eondoct.  Whtt  is  his 
complaint? — ^That  improper  persons  arc  sent 
liito  the  House  of  Lords.  How  ?— By  the  in- 
troduction of  improper  persons  into  the  House 
ofCommons.  What  is  his  complaint  as  to 
the  crowD  ? — ^That  the  crown  has  not  the  free 
exercise  of  its  prerogative.  Why? — Because 
improper  persons  bemg  scot  into  the  Bouse 
ofCommons,  they  exercise  an  undue  control 
upon  the  king  ;  they  do  not  leave  him  that 
fiill  exercise  of  his  prerogative  whicli  he  ought 
to  have.  He  refers  all  the  evils  which  he 
tliinks  exist  in  the  constitiition  to  the  defect 
m  the  representation  of  the  House  of  Com- 
moos ;  he  does  not  go  along  with,  I  bad  aU 
most  ««n!fl,  tfir  wildness  of  tnosewhu  are  for 
universal  sufirage,  but  he  thinks  a  more  equal 
representation  of  the  people  should  be  ad- 
miited  into  the  House  of  Commons;  and 
that,  if  that  was  introduced  in»n  the  House 
of  Commons,  it  would  remedy  all  the  evils 
of  which  he  and  othen  complain. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  stated  to  you  those 
public  acU  of  Mr.  Tooke  in  the  year  1780  and 
1109.  The  next  step  which  was  taken  to- 
wards parliamentary  reform,  by  any  bodies  of 
men  in  this  kingdom,  was  in  the  year  17B5  ; 
vou  have  as  witnesses  to  them  my  lord  Stan- 
kope  and  Mr.  WyviU.  Mr.  Pitt  had  thcn'a 
second  time  proposed  a  parliamentary  ret 
lu  the  House  ofCommons  ;  he  had  been  de- 
feated. Ton  find  that  at  this  meeting  in  1 7 85 
Mr.  Tooke  again  attended  ;  at  more  than  one 
meeting,  indeed,  in  1785,  he  attended;  true 
to  bis  principles^  he  was  still  an  advocate  for 
parliamentary  reform — for  a  parliamentary 

"orni  short  of  universal  mfTrage— he  was 
itiii  a  iiupportcr  of  Mr.  Fill'j*  plan  for  a  parlia- 
mcotasy  reform  ;  and  at  tiie  time  when  this 
second  proposal  of  Mr.  Pitt's  in  the  House 
ofCommons  had  been  thrown  out,  when  a 
snbsec(ueot  meeting  was  lield,.I  believe,  by 
Mr.  V.  \  .ill,  there  was  a  proposal  for  approv- 
ing Mr.  Fill's  plan  of  a  moderate  reform ;  the 
proposal  was  negatived ;  but  Mr.  Tooke,  still 
adharing  to  the  principles  wliich  he  lias  al- 
u-^ys  proff'-'^rrt,  w  still  of  opinion  that  a 
retocm  was  iiecesijary,  but  that  universal  suf- 
frage was  a  bad  thing.  Though  that  plan  of 
reform  was  negatived  by  those  who  wibhod 
lor  a  larger  retorm,  Mr.  lookc  it  is  staled 
bolhJiy.Mr.  WyvUl,  and  m  lo{d  Slauhopc, 
voted  lor  that  reforitt, 


-The  next  period  at  which  Mr.  Tooke  is 
brought  to  your  vicsv  is  in  the  year  1788. 
That  was  a  time  when  th(^  affection  of  the  sub- 
jcct  towards  the  monarr}),  if  he  ehtertained 
any,  was  likely  to  be  called  forth ;  when  the 
nation  was  lamenting  a  calamity  by  which 
their  sovereign  \v:is  afliir  ted.  Atthe  anniver- 
sary of  the  .^)lh  of  November,  1788,  there  was 
a  meeting  of  the  Constitutional  club. 

Gentlemen,  I  do  not  say  that  you  are  to  be 
led  by  irnmes:  I  do  not  say  that  because  this 
club  was  called  the  constitutional  club,  there- 
fore you  tire  to  attribute  this  or  that  object  to 
it  ;  hut  let  Us  sec  who  were  the  men  that  at- 
tended this  club  with  Mr.  Tooke ;  all  those 
who  were  most  loyal  in  the  country ;  all  those 
who,  at  that  time,  were  most  attached  to  the 
sovereign;  all  those  who,  in  their  judgment 
at  least,  thought  that  a  time  to  make  the 
cause  of  the  king  their  own ;  they  distiR- 
guished  themselves  to  the  public  by  an  uni- 
lurm  dress,  the  buttons  of  which  bore  an  in- 
teription  of**  King  and  Constitution.*'  These 
arc  the  men  to  whom  Mr.  Tooke,  in  17B8, 
was  studious  to  attach  himself:  this  was  the 
sort  of  meeting  that  he  attended,  and  one  of 
their  chief  objects  will  appear  to  you,  from  a 
toast  which  they  univer<;ally  drank,  **  the 
king's  recovery I  leave  you  to  judge,  whe- 
ther, from  the  descriptbn  of  the  persons  who 
attended,  and  from  what  has  been  stated  to 
have  pa&sed  at  that  meeting,  Mr.  i'ooko  oouid 
have  any  other  object  in  attaching  himself  to 
those  men,  but  a  firm  pcrsu.ision  that  the 
kin*,  the  kingly  power,  the  kingly  character, 
and  dignity,  were,  under  all  circumstances, 
and  in  all  cases,  to  be  supported  in  this  king- 
dom. 

In  the  resolutions  of  1788  

Lord  Chief  Jusike  .£yr«.— Thev  were  not 

read.  Mr.  ncaufoy  could  go  no  farllirr  than 
a  loose  recollection  ;  but,  trom  the  evidenc< , 
I  take  the  substance  to  be,  that  they  were  re- 
solutions expressive  of  loyalty  to  the  kin^. 
and  of  aitri' hnient  to  tli<"  ronstilution,  m 
King,  l.ord!»,  ^nd  Commons ;  but  the  parti- 
cuhir  resohitions  were  not  admitted  in  evi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Gibbs. — Then,  at  this  meeting,  in  1788, 
held  for  the  purpose  of  oflertng  up  their  wishes 

for  the  kii  -  s  recovery,  atthe  time  when  he 
was  afflictt  1  1>y  '■'u  ktifss,  consi«*t!ng  of  such 
men  as  you  liuve  iica,rd,  who  was  the  person 
who  proposed  resolutions,  at  a  time  when  it 
was  thought  that  rvcp-  ni  tt)  nrii^ht  to  proclaim 
to  Uie  public  his  opuaun  upon  public  atikirs  ? 
Who  was  the  man  who  proposed  the  resoln- 
tloiis  to  that  society,  arid  what  was  the  nature 
of  those  resolutions  that  were  proposed?  I 
cannot  state  them  particularly,  because  1  ur.i 

ftroperly  informed  by  tbeCourt  that  the  reso- 
utions  themselves  are  not  incvirlcnce;  bnl 
at  Uiat  critical  juncture,  when  every  man  ad- 
hered to  one  party  or  other,  when  this  meet- 
ing was  held;  when  peoj^lc  dislini^nished 
thcrn'^'^lvps  by  an  uniform  trom  those  whom 
the)  taought  tiO  ealertain. contrary  opioions; 
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whta  the  inscripUon  oa  their  oottt  was  king  r  semiMie  ui  ofNoKiti  in  Ibis  eeqn^  tliat  any 

nnd  constit^lion,  what  wcfc  the  re~olntin;i^  '  rrx  .dut'nn  wnn  wanting  lierc  ;  he,  therefore, 
tiial  were  p^Mcd,  wlmt  the  nature  ol  them,  1  af  ter  a  &peech  la  which  he  stated^  as  is  proved 
and  wh»  tfae  peraon  who  proposed  Xh&m  f        by  Mr.  Sheridan,  that  the  vMSttl of  tfw  French 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  Tooke  stood  forward  on  '  government  was  so  decayed  and  Inilged,  that 
that  occasion,  and  proposed  the  resolutions,  it  was  incapable  of  repair;  thai  a  revolution 
be  the^  what  tiicy  will,  that  were  pai>&ed  at  i  therefore  was  necessary  m  iliat  country,  but 
that  tinic.    I  am  sorry  that  it  is  not  in  my  I  the  vessel  of  oor  g^ernraent  was  riding 

power  to  lay  thr  rt-(  Unions  themselves  before  '  proudly  over  the  sea;  that  her  main  timbers 


you,  U'caude  i  thmk  they  breathe  such  a  spirit 
of  loyalty  as  must  expel  from  oil  minds  oil 

possible  Mis|)icion  that  such  a  man  could  en- 
tertain designs  aeainst  the  sovereign;  that 
was  the  time  at  which,  if  he  had  entertained 
any  such  designs,  they  would  have  appeared ; 
ih:H  was  tfie  period  at  which  his  affection  or 
iiisafleclton  wab  liiiielY  to  be  caiicU  forth,  and 
y«t  he  is  the  man  who  attends  this  neeting, 
wIk)  assoriatrH  himself  with  such  men  as  you 
have  heafd  proved  did  attend  it,  who  brings 
forward  teaiMiilionsat  that  tneeting,  testifying 
the  loyalty  not  only  of  himself,  but  offering 
a  sort  of  test  to  the  rest,  who  were  present,  of 
their  loyalty  to  the  king,  and  their  attachment 
to  the  eoiittitutbn.  After  this,  1  think,  I 
Deed  say  no  more  of  the  year  1788,  when  Mr. 
Tooke  not  only  was  a  ioyal  man,  but  distin> 
guished  hhoeelf  ftora  those  who  wero  thought 
to  be  otherwise,  by  his  public  ailarhnient  to 
the  person  of  the  kine,  declared  in  rcsolti- 
twns  read,  and  ofi'ered  by  himself,  at  a  public 
aaeeting. 

The  next  miblic  act  of  Mr.  Tooke's  life— 
and  I  state  all  that  are  in  evidence,  I  wish 
there  were  more,  becanse  I  aai  sure  if  thare 

were  more,  nil  would  contribute  to  the  '-ame 
cful — is  in  the  year  17£K),  when  a  meeting  was 
called  for  the  celebration  of  the  anniversary 
of  the  French  Revolution :  and  you  will  re- 
collect that,  at  that  time,  the  French  Hevolu- 
liou  was  in  its  infaucy.  Mr.  Sheridan  was 
the  person  who  called  thai  meeting,  and  he 
told  von,  in  his  tvirlriT-c,  that  a  resolution 
Kid  been  agreed  on  bctare>hand,  between  him 
and  some  of  his  friends,  and  the  words  of  the 
lesolulion  T  will  read  to  vou — "  That  this 
meeting  docs  most  cordially  rejoice  in  1hc 
cstabli^imeiit  and  confirmation  of  liberty  in 
France;  and  that  it  hehohls,  with  peculiar 
satisfaction,  the  sentiments  of  amity  and  good 
will  which  appear  to  pervade  ihc  people  of 
that  country  towarrls  this  kingdom,  especially 
lit  a  time  when  it  is  the  manifest  interest  of 
looth  states  that  nothing  should  intemipt  that 
harmony  which  at  present  subsists  between 
them,  and  which  is  so  esseolially  necessary' 
to  the  fr(  edom  and  happincs"  r/'^i  ooJy  of  the 
French  nation,  but  of  all  mankind." 

Now,  gentlemen,  while  we  lu^  so  araeh 
of  the  French  affairs  in  tlii^  hu^incs«',  let  us 
see  wtiat  part  Mr.  Tooke  takes  upon  this  oc- 
eaiioiit  be  approvsd  of  this  resolution;  he 
thought  it  a  proper  one;  he  rejoiced  In  the 
French  Revolution,  as  far  a^  it  afFrctrd  the 
eouiifry  to  which  that  revolution  applied,  but 
did  not  wish  that  any  part  of  it  should  be  ap- 
pMloUuicouBlfyi  he^idiketirnlitedii- 


were  all  sound ;  thai  she  possessed  a  vigouir 
in  her  coostitntion  whieh  was  miimpaired ; 
slie  might  want  some  corrrctir  n,  but  the  con- 
stitution itself  was  sound  (I  pretend  not  to 
repeat  the  words,  but  that  was  the  substance 
of  Mr.  Tooke's  speech)  he  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  the  motion,  but  the  amendment  rras 
thrown  out,  because  the  motion  had  been 
agreed  on  before ;  and  then  Mr.  Tooke  pro- 
posed an  ocigjuial  aMtiooy  wliaeb  I  will  rsia  ta 
you. 

"  That  this  meeting  feel  equal  salisAction 

that  the  subjects  of  England,  by  the  virtuow 

exertions  of  their  ancestors,  have  not  so  ar- 
duous a  taiik  to  perform  as  the  French  have 
had,  but  have  only  to  maintain  end  to  Im- 
provn  t!ie  constitution  tlicir  ancestors  trans- 
mit led  to  them."  Tbia  is  in  the  year  i79Q, 
and  yet  it  is  imputed  to  Mr.  Tboke  timt  be  ia 
a  plollcr  to  overturn  that  government;  to 
depose  that  king,  of  whom  he  speaks  in  the 
tcrnw  which  have  been  elated  to  you ;  to  in- 
troduce French  priaetples  of  anarchy  iotothla 
country,  when  at  a  mcelin;;  for  the  purpose 
of  celebrating  the  French  Hevolution,  lest  it 
should  be  misundei^tood  by  ill  judgin;;  people 
that  such  was  the  design  of  the  meeting,  he 
states  in  terms  that  the  constitution  is  what 
he  always  has  said  it  was,  what  Mis  io  with 
the  constant  and  uniform  tenor  of  bis  oan* 
duct  and  conversation,  that  the  constitution 
of  this  country  is  firm  and  unimpaired ;  that 
it  is  matter  of  satisfaction  for  the  subjects  of 
this  country  that  the  people  of  England,  by 
the  virtuous  exertions  ot  their  ancestora,  have 
■otsoardaottsataiktoeerfi>rmas  tfaeneneh 
have  had,  but  have  only  to  maintain  and  to 
improve  the  constitution  which  their  an- 
cestors transmitted  to  them;  thet  constitu- 
tion, in  the  admiration  of  which  almost  alt 
the  public  aete  aod  dedaiatioiia  of  Mr.  Xoohia 
consist* 

The  last  act— I  know  not  whether  tociA  it 

an  act,  it  is  not  so  properly  r;',!!:d  a  public 
act — the  last  act  of  Mr.  iooke'n  lite,  as  con- 
nected with  other  persons,  that  is  given  in 
evidence,  was  in  the  year  1793 ;  I  mean  hia 
conversation  with  Mr.  Francis.  You  will  re- 
collect that  this  is  at  the  time  when  Mr. 
Tooke  was  supposed  to  be  plotting  and  con- 
spiring against  the  government.  ^Ir.  I'mnris 
had  brought  into  parliament  a  biii  for  a  He- 
form  in  the  House  of  Comrahns;  hoowiag 
learning  of  Mr.  Tooke,  knowing  bow  well 
acqnaintcH  he  was  with  subjects  cf  this 
sort,  he  communicated  his  plan  to  him,  and 
desired  such  return  of  dooamunicatton  as  Mr. 
Taotenighibeable  to  Aniiik  WhKW 
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ttie  conduct  of  Mr.  Tuoke  upon  tiiat  occasion ^ 
Does  h«  flsy  this  n  not  going  fiir  enough  ? 
Does  he  rli>:approve  of  this?  Does  he  there 
fall  io  with  that  project  of  universal  sufira^e. 
which  most  unquesuonably,  if  Mr.Todkehaa 
had  that  conspiracy  in  his  mind  which  is  im- 
puted  Ir^  him  in  this  indictment,  \vou!4  ha'.'e 
carried  iiim  iftuch  nearer  lo  the  accuuipiisth- 
raent  of  it  f  Suppose,  for  a  monwnl,  that  Mr. 
Tooke's  plan  vris  really  to  overturn  the  go- 
venunnaf  but  that  he  did  not  wish  to  hold 
out  this  10  llie  jpublic,  ami  therefitfe  he  would 
profess  himself  to  be  ;i  favourer  of  measures 
that  did  not  go  that  leogUi,  would  not  he,  in 
that  case,  have  jioue  the  length  of  universal 
flftige?  Would  not  that  have  brought  him 
a  %m*  tle-l  nearer  lo  what  he  is  pretended  to 
have  pursued  i  And  yet  no  such  thing ;  even 
dm  to  the  j«ar  Mr.  F^aneb  proposing 
to  him  the  plan  of  a  moticrnlc  reform,  he 
tdlsyou  tbal^  iaconvertatioa  with  Mr.Tooke, 
he  agreed  to  that  Beferm. 

Gentlemen,  I  could  have  given  you  evi- 
dence of  a  public  derlaration  of  Mr.  Tooke's, 
s«>  Lute  as  the  2ud  of  May,  1794;  and,  still 
kver  down,  a  publle  declaration,  adedbratioti 
proved  in  a  former  trial:  however,  that  ^vit- 
acM  11  not  odled  for  the  orqwo,  and  therefore 
ine,  of  oourae,  do  not  call  aman  who,  on  that 
trial,  appeared  to  be  a  spy  of  the  government. 
But,  gentlemen,  thougli  I  do  not  call  a  wit- 
ness who  proves  that  speciUc  fact,  yet  I  have 
called  to  you  numberless  witncsaoawbo  were 
ir?timately  acquainted  and  connected  with 
Mr.Tooke,  who  had  been  in  his  conhdence, 
and  who  speak  to  his  opinioiit  during  the  ket 
three  years  of  his  life,  up  even  to  tho  time  of 
his  apprehension ;  these  arc  Mr.  biromonds, 
Mr.  Maiwell,  Blr.  Harwood,  all  of  whom  are 
iatimately  connected  with  him ;  all  of  whom 
know,  as  they  believe,  his  most  secret 
tboiights  (and  Mr.  Tooke  is  not  a  man  to 
conceal  hia  Mcrat  thoughts  from  those  with 
vhom  he  cnrT^rotirs'catcs);  they  all  tell  you, 
tiiat  from  ail  the  conversations  that  they  have 
ever  bed  with  him,  and  they  ha:via  had  ntuu* 
berlsss  conversations  with  him  upon  those 
subjects,  his  pmfessed  object  ha«;  alwnv;  been 
a  parliamentary  reform,  u  parhainciuary  re- 
fern  up  to  a  certain  point  only ;  tltat  he  has 
always  stopped  sliort  of  universal  suffrage; 
that  with  respect  to  bvcrturning  the  govero- 
laeot,  with  respect  to  deposing  the  king,  to 
far  is  he  from  etitcrtiining  any  project  ot  that 
Mrt,  that  he  has  always  expressed  himself, 
Iwtn  in  public  and  in  private,  as  far  u&  his 
conduct  has  fallen  under  their  notice,  and  all 
f'is  condtirt  has  fallen  tmdrr  if,  with  the 
greatest  dejgree  of  ref^pect  and  reverence;  that 
be  has  professed  an  eaieem  and  respect  for 
the  person  of  thr  kin^;  Ik;  }ia>  profeivcd  an  , 
Ciiteem  and  respect  for  ins  ciiaraclcr  in  the 
constitution,  as  necessary  for  tlie  preservation 
of  the  other  branches  oi^  it,  and  has  always 
declared  that  an  attempt  to  introdncc  a  dif- 
f«enl  mode  of  government  mio  Uiis  country, 
WRddbs&UltoitsaxiateQce.  That  this  lias 

f 
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been  the  general  conduct  of  Mr.Joeke;  that 
these  have  bean  hb  geotfal  opraiona:  that 

this  has  not,  as  it  is  slated  by  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side,  been  a  mere  pretext,  must 
ba  evident  to  you  from  the  testimony  which 
I  have  stated. 

But,  gentlemen,  there  is  also  another  wit- 
ness wliuui  lie  ha&  called  to  the  general  ten* 
deiley  of  hia  oonduetf  and  to  his  general  cha- 
racter ;  a  gentleman,  of  whose  lenniing  and 
whose  integrity  it  i«  UBoeces&ary  ibr  me  to 
say  any  thing,  becaoM  Ihegr  aieoiodi  abova 
my  praise,  and  can  receive  no  addition  fi  om 
it ;  I  mean  the  bishop  of  Gloucester.  Uis 
loidship  tells  you  that  he  has  known  Mr. 
Tooke  intiosalaljr  for  forty  years;  that  tbcit 
acquaintance  commenctd  At  college,  where 
they  were  teUow  studenLii,  Uat  not  only  their 
acquaintance,  but  their  intimacy  has  conti- 
nued since;  he  is  questioned  p  irtirularly and 
boldly,  and  in  the  voice  of  an  innocent  many 
by  Mr.  Took^  aa  to  what  h«  knows,  or  what 
be  has  reason  to  think,  of  Mr.  Tooke's  poll* 
tical  n|>iniors  he  says  he  never  knew  Mr, 
Tooke  vary  at  hia  pi>lilioal  opmions  at  anv 
tine;  he  has  kuawnbim  intimaieiy,  jouww 
observe,  an  !  lie  never  collected  from  any  act 
of  bis  life,  Irom  any  declaration  of  his  la  the 
oonideaceof  friandnhiis  that  be  waa  bottSle 
to  any  political  or  religious  establishment  in 
this  country ;  he  says  that  his  habits  of  life 
were  those  af  a  studious  man,  that  he  was 
cnga^d  mostly  in  books ;  that  he,  the  Inthop^ 
had  frequently  assistpH  him  with  rare  books 
which  Mr.  Tooke  had  otxasioa  for  in  the  pro- 
Mentieo  of  a  liteiaiy  work ;  that  he  waa>iiMieh 
concerned  in  grammatical  researches :  and 
then  beuis  asked,  whether,  from  the  whole 
course  of  his  life,  firem  the  intimacy  that  Mib* 
sisted  bet  v<  en  ihtm  during  the  last  fortjp 
years,  lie  had  any  reason  to  think  that  Mr. 
Toelce  ever  entertained  a  thougiii  oi  con- 
spiring against  the  king,  or  the  gaveniHMiit^ 
he  says,  "  No — certainly  not." 

(ieiQtleroen,  you  will  recollect  that  in  going 
thivugh  the  imsonei's  caie,  I  uadertook  only 
lo  show  to  you,  and  it  was  all  that  it  could 
lie  upon  me  to  <^})ow,  that  what  it  is  admitted 
has  always  been  held  out^by  him  aa  hie  ob- 
jeet-^  Parliamentary  Retormr— wm  not  a 
raerr  pretext;  have  I  not  shown  you  that 
most  saiibfactoriiy ;  liavc  I  not  carried  you 
through  the  whofe  course  of  bis  Kfe,  as  far 
back  as  I  could  go?  Rcginning  forty  years 
hnck  with  the  bii>hop  of  Gloucester,  I  bring 
him  down  to  major  Cartwright,  who  knew 
hin  siiteen  years  back.  Then  weo^meto 
the  year  17B0  ;  I  communicate  to  yoxi  every 
j>ubUc  act  in  which  he  has  ever  partaken  ;  1 
call  to  yon  bw  pvivMe  fiieods,  who  have  ail 
been  in  a  state  of  intimacy  with  him.  I  leave 
no  period  of  his  Ufe  unaccounted  for;  I  a»ked 
particularly  for  these  last  three  years,  for  I 
called  five  or  six  witnesjtes  who  have  known 
him  during  that  time,  and  IIk  v  all  concur  in 
telling  you  Ibat  he  has  had  unt;  )»liun,tuiiforin, 
Steady  pkui,  a  Aefbrm  in  Parlianeol  op  to  a 
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certain  pitch.  Not  only  that  he  never  iteat 

the  length  of  a  conspiracy  to  overturn  the 

govrrnmcnt,  or  lo  depose  the  king,  but  so  in- 
cxiblc  was  he,  that  he  never  would  lend 
himself  to  those  who  wished  to  go  farther 
than  fitrnvplf ;  he  never  could  be  carried  over 
to  tlie  opiuiOQs  of  those,  who,  wisliing  with 
l^m  fiir  «  Parlmmentai7  Refbnn,  wished  to 
<.a:iy  it  flirther  than  he  did,  up  to  Universal 
Suiirage.  Then  how  can  it  be  contended 
that  this  person,  of  whose  life  I  have  given 


tills  constmetioo  could  not  be  put ;  knowing 
this,  they  endeavour,  ly  other  evidence,  to 

give  them  the  colour  of  a  criminal  com- 
plexion, and  shape  them  to  the  charges  in  the 
indictment;  therefore  they  call  witnesses 
who  mu%t  know  whether  that  conspiracy 
existed^  or  not,  who  were  acquainted  with  the 
actors  m  it,  if  it  did  exbt;  they  prei^ent  to 
you  *hese  men  upon  their  oaths,  they  under- 
take by  these  men  to*  prove  their  case  ;  for 
tliat  purpose  they  call  to  you-  Adams  and 


you  this  hietocy,  who  has  constantly  made  the  Sharpe,  partakers  in  all  these  measures,  stich 
same  evil  the  •^nhiect  of  his  complaint,  who  as  they  were;  they  call  lo  you  the  persons 
has  always  stated  the  remedy  for  that  evil  to  be  ^  from  Sltetheld  al;>o  stated  tu  be  conspirators 
a  modcvate  |Mriiamentary  refimn  in  the  House  [  with  the  fwoner  Mr.  Tooke;  at!  these  per- 
of  CominmT;  - with  what  face  can  it  be  alleged  »ons,  witncs?5C9  for  the  crown,  disprove  the 
.that  all  thisis  mere  pretext?  My  evidence  ,  allegation;  they  deny  that  it  was  the  intea- 
luM  nothing  to  do  with  the  rest  of  the  case,  |  tion  of  any  of  those  societies,  or  any  of  those 
it  is  only  to  show  that  this  profession  of  his  committees,  to  overturn  the  government,  or 
is  not  mere  pretext;  if  this  was  not  mere  pre-  to  use  any  manner  of  force  whatever ;  the 
text,  then  it  was  his  real  object,  and  if  it  was  crown  has  disproved  its  own  case  ;  the  wit- 
his  real  object,  he  was  pursuing  a  lawful  ob-  ;  nesses  for  the  crown  have  negatived  the  cri> 
jcct,  for  as  to  the  pretence  of  pursuing  this  minahty  of  those  acts  whidi  l hey  were 
object  by  force,  it  is  ridiculous  to  slate;  there  |  trou^ht  forward  to  prove  criminal.  1  his  thej ' 
is  no  evidence  in  the  cattse  by  which  jou  were  Drought  forward  to  prove,and  they  have 
conlr!  persuade  the  weakest  creature  upon  disproved  it.  I  borrow,  thcrcfure,  the  evi- 
earlh  to  come  to  that  conclusion.  I  dence  of  the  crown  for  the  purpose  of  db« 

It  iS'made  a  queatbn  whelhtr  Mr.  Tooke  i  proving  what  the  prosecutors  hoped  to  prove 
has  on  one  hand  conspir^,  or  entertained  a  '  by  them,  the  criminal  intent.  Thc^e  wit- 
design  to  overturn  the  goverfiment,  or  whe-  [  nesses,  who  mu^\  knew  what  was  ll)c  intent, 
ther,  on  the  other  hand,  his  object  was^  as  he  i  who  are  the  unJy  pci»ons  that  mubt  know^  it, 
has  aIwa]FS  professed,  a  Reform  in  the  House  i  you  have  their  account  directly  contradicting 
of  Commons;  and  what  is  there  to  shrw  that  |  it     T  havt-,  therefore,  a  verdict  lor  the  pri- 


this  is  a  pretext;  what  is  ttiere  to  show  that 
this  is  not  bis  real  object?  Why  there  b  a 

multitude  of  papers,  a(l(lr'\'^ses,  and  resolu- 
tions produced,  coiitaiuins;  improper  expres- 
sions— I  may  admit  UbeJlous  expressions — 
expressions  for  which  I  wtU  admit  those  con- 
ccrnefl  in  them  may  he  punished ;  but  they 
ijo  not  ainouni  to  high  treason,  nothing  itke 
it ;  and  from  this  inexplicable  mass  «M  con- 
fusion of  paprr<.  Villi  arc  drsircd  to  presume 
ag^iiist  the  constant  course  of  a  man's  life, 


soner  given  to  me  by  the  evidence  for  the 
crown,  and  it  was  to  satisfy  the  jealousy 

which  the  prisonci  entertains  (or  his  charac- 
ter, and  for  that  purpose  only  that  I  called  his 
witnesses. 

Gentlemen,  with  this  proof  on  the  part  of 

the  crown  to  acquit  the  prisoner,  it  appears  to 
roe  impossible  tliat  you  should  convict  htm. 
I  have  not  entertained  a  moment's  anxiety  m 

this  case,  because  I  have  found  my  elienl  per- 
fectly sate ;  be  must  be  safe,  because  you  arc 


against  the  evklenco  I  have  given,  not  only  of  j  honest  men.  I  have  no  scruple  t»  say  /  that 
his  public,  hut  private  declarations  and  acU>,  if,  upon  such  evidence,  the  gentleman  who 
all  tending  to  the  favourite  idea  of  hi^  mind,  \  stands  at  the  bar  should  be  convicted  of  high 
Parliamentiiry  Reform,  that  this  was  mere  treason,  there  is  an  end  of  that  part  ot  the 
pretext,  and  the  destnic^Hi  of  the  king  his  |  freedom  of  Eiiglishntcn  which  they  derive 
real  object.  Uimuui  CKCduUty  cannot  go  this  fiom  t!ir  protection  of  the  statute  of  the  25th 
lei^th.  I  Edward  ard,  aud  they  are  sent  back  to  all 

Oentlemtn,  I  beg  to  bring  you  back.  I  |  that  obscurity;  to  all  that  difficulty;  to  all 
went  into  this  case  at  the  request  of  the  pri-  J  that  danger  which  existed  before  the  statute, 
^oner,  for  the  sake  of  clearmg  his  general  ■  which  the  makers  of  that  statute  complained 
character  to  the  world,  tliat  tiicre  nii^'.ht  re-   of,  but  vvhicii  W)is  remedied  not  only  by  that 


main  no  slur  upon  it;  but  I  beg  yon  tu  re 
member  that  I  in>i-r,  and  \n>ht  confidently, 
that  ttie  case  made  bv  the  proi>ecutor  did  not 
call  for  an  answer:  that  they  themselves  dis- 
prove tlic  charge ;  that  their  charge  is  that 
Mr.  Tooke,  andT those  others  of  the  Constitu- 
tional  ^iehr,  and  those  men  of  the  several 
societies  had  conspired  to  overturn  the  go- 
vernment, and  d'-piise  ihr  kinf; ;  and  in  going 
into  a  proof  ol  the  overt-acts  of  the  conspi- 
racy, they  prove  first  acta  indifferent  in  tbem- 
^eivcs,  and  upon  which^wtlhoni  farther  pvoof, 


but  by  the  subsequent  statute  of  the  first  of 
queen  Mary.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  in  my 
own  mind,  that  it  is  impossible,  against  the 
words  of  the  statute  which  I  have  stated  to 
you,  against  the  construction  ptil  upon  l!iC 
statute  hy  the  roost  learned  men  who  ever 
prcaukd  111  courts  of  iustice  in  this  coun- 
try— considering  too  the  evidence  that  ha<( 
been  givrn,  negativing  all  5ort  of  crimirrality 
m  the  prisoner,  and  coiiMdcriug  that  that  evi- 
dence chieflly  comes  from  the  wilacases  for 
thocioirDyit  is  impossible  that  yon 
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407]  for  High  7  reason, 

hesitate  about  yonr  ^ mlict.  I  canm>l  sutriT 
ni^teli  lo  eiiUrLiiii  u  tnuinent's  ujjMcly  lor 
tMlkte  of  the  gentleman  who  stands  at  your 
bnr;  it  b  impo':>n>If  that  wilh  an  Ivii^lish 
juT)-  be  shoulil  uuiir  any,  the  smaUesl  dc- 
gneof  danger  upon  •tich  a  case. 

The  proof  to  convict  an  F.n^libhinan  of 
high  treason  must  be  plitui ;  must  be  direct; 
jouft  be  manifest.  The  proof  in  this  cuxc  is 
|jMa»  is  direct,  is  nMoifflSt;  bai  it  is  all  in 
favour  of  the  prisoner.  The  proof  ofloi  pd  to 
support  the  proitecutiou,  furiu$hes  a  plain, 
diiciel,  and  flnWifea  cue  for  sn  acquittal.  I 
liavc  no  srrtTT'lf^  to  oay,  unconrieciid  with  all 
IMTties,  not  h<iviu^  m  ray  muni  a  wi&b  upou 
thiaaubject,  except  a»acoun«el  maybe  su|>- 
posetl  lo  entertain  some  in  favour  of  his  client, 
but  with  retpect  to  the  public  not  entrrtain- 
iog  a  wi»h  except  for  public  pcuc(  and  public 
order,  having  neter  mixad  myself  in  any  po- 
litirni  f  onsiderations  whatever,  h;i\ing  never 
couuecleU  mjrseii  with  auy  act  of  political 
SKO,  and  studioinly  avmding  all  such  cod- 
neuons,  ii^:r  rijtial' w  ith  men  who  enter- 
ic one  a4id  the  ulher  opiuion  upon  the  sub' 
jactof  politics  ;  I  imvQ  no  scruple  to  say,  and 
I  say  it  from  the  Iwttom  of  my  bnrt,  that  I 
thinlc  H  ruder  shock  riiuMot  hf  given  to  the 
comtitutiuu  uf  Kn^lauiJ,  ai>  lar  as  it  depends 
■upon  a  due  admiuistration  of  its  law»,  than 
liycooviciiug  Ihi*^  priboocr  u|>on  this  evidf;nce. 

Lord  Cliief  Justice  £yre. — Mr.  1  coke,  it  is 
proper  1  afaould  iofiinn  you,  that  if  you  wish 
toaddri-'^s  the  jury  youiaelf,  you  liave  an  un- 
doubted right  tu  do  it;  that  this  is  the  time 
for  you  to  do  it,  and  that  you  cannot  be  per- 
autltd-  to  make  any  obsacvatMiw  after  the 
Itply,  nor  after  ihr  •^nnifTiin'i  np 

Mr.  Tooke. —  I  very  mucJi  icar  that  1  have 
spokea  alraady  too  much,  and  too  often  in 
this  court,  and  I  do  not  mean  la  trouble  you 
vikh  one  word. 

Reply. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  [Sir  J<>An  Scolty  after- 
w«ds  Lord  C'hancellor  Kidon.l — GeoUrmen 
of  the  Jury  ;— it  has  pleased  tne  Providence 
of  Qck).  Til  sue  h  of  his  dispensations  as  aflVi  t 
the 'Situation  which  1  am  to  hold  in  this 
world,  to  call  upon  ine,atthia  moment,  to 
execute  a  duty  so  awful  and  so  important, 
comprehending  obligations  of  such  a  nature 
and  so  various,  that  I  protest  solemnly,  in  the 
&ce  of  my  country,  and  in  the  presence  of 
that  Providence,  that  1  can  look  only  to  Ilis 
support,  to  enable  me  to  execute  it,  as  1  ought 
to  the  prisoner,  and  the  country. 

Gentlemen,  yvu  arc  now  brouglvl  near  lo 
the  conclusion  of  a  most  iiuportant  cause,  a 
cmsc,  which  iDvolves  to  it  the  dearest  inle- 
rcsts  of  your  country,  and  of  the  prisoner  ;  a 
cause,  which  involves  in  it  (and  tlnit  i"*  what 
I  call  upon  yon  most  parltcuiariy  to  iiUtiHl  to) 
every  interest,  that  in  this  moment,  and  at 
future  yr  nods,  can  be  vaUiablo  to  the  gentle- 
man who  stands  at  the  bar. 

Oentlmen,  I  repeat  to  you  asMO— what  I 
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have  «Ntated  in  another  sla^c  of  this  l.iisinc^s 
— thai  1  am  an  unfailhlul  acrva.nl  lo  Ihc 
crown,  and  in  thai  character  an  unfaithful 
^<  rv  to  the  public,  if  I  ever  forget,  for  one 
niouicnl,  exerting  my  best  alleulion  to  re- 
member it,  that  the  distribution  of  fair  jus- 
tice, such  as  that  gentleman  i>.  ontiilrd  to, 
according  to  the  law  of  the  land,  is  one  of  the 
most  sacred  duUes  which,  in  Uie  char^iclcr  of 
attorney-general,  I  liave  to  discharge. 

(  unlit men  of  the  Jury,  you  will  allow  mo 
to  suy  ,  luukiug  al  liiccuiniucnccmcnl  of  these 
prosecutions,  that  they  have  arisen  in  conse- 
quence of  the  slronz  measures  of  the  highest 
council  of  his  msyesty,  his  parliameol  ex- 
cepted ;  that  they  have  been  earried  on  to  a 
cerl;un  extent  by  the  interposition  of  the 
highest  council  of  his  majesty — the  parlia- 
ment— in  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Cor- 
pua  act — that,  in  consequence  of  these  mea- 
sures the  case  of  llils  '^cnllcman  was  carried 
before  a  grand  jury  ol  nis  country,  and  Uiat 
that  gmiul  jury  found  this  bill  of  indictment 
against  him  :  iiolwiihstaudin  j;  all  this,  gen- 
tlemen, bet  tu^e  i  ivnow  that  cuusideraliuoa 
may  rcquir< ,  uid,  because  tliey  require,  wilt 
justify,  the  interposition  of  parliament — be- 
cause I  know  thai  rt  purtc  rvjclencc  will  hn- 
tify,  and  therefore  rtquhe,  llic  huJiu^  a  b.il 
by  a  eraud  jury,  where  yet  a  trial  ought  not 
lo  prurecd — if  I  could  have  feh,  w  hen  the 
gtniicinau  al  the  bar  yesterday  lalimaled  a 
wish,  that  1  should  signify  whether  this  mat- 
tn  !ir,>:lil  go  farther,  in  crcier  thai  the  jujy 
should  UuaBy  give  its  conciusion  ujioa  it — if 
I  could  have  Uiought  it  consistent  either  with 
the  circumstances  of  this  case,  my  duty  to 
the  public,  or  my  duty  to  my  country,  to  have 
saul,  that  il  should  not,  it  would  liave  grati- 
fied the  most  anxious  feeling  of  my  heart, 
to  have  con?f*nt((!  to  ilshemg  then  concluded. 

Gentlemen,  my  learned  friend  who  has 
last  spoken  has  told  you,  that  he  has  no  coa» 
nexiun  with  anv  political  parties  in  this 
country  —  and  he  has  gone  the  length  of 
stating  to  you,  upon  that  ground,  what  is  hb 
own  personal  opinion  u|iontbecawbeforeyou. 
Now,  iitlL'UiCM,  I  will  «^av  this,  in  the  face 
of  my  country  too,  and  1  dtty  any  man  living 
to  contradict  me  in  what  t  am  now  statmi:— 
thai,  as  I  have  never  sought f  to  my  knowledge 
I  mean)  any  situation,  in  which  i  stand, 
otherwise  than  by  tlie  industrious  exertion 
of  such  talents  as  (iod  may  have  given  me, 
so  I  hert  iled.ne,  ihal  not  one  step  would  I 
take  in  ihis  prosecution,  repugnant  to  the 
dictates  of  my  own  judgment,  exercised  ac- 
torilirii;  ^>>  what  iny  ctMibcienrc  prescribes  to 
that  judgment,  not  lor  all  this  world  has  to 
give  me.  Oentlemon,  why  should  17 — ^You 
will  ;illow  nje  to  say,  after  >ill  that  has  passed, 
that  I  have  no  desire,  with  respect  to  myself, 
in  this  cause,  but  tlwt  my  name  should  go 
down  to  posterity  with  credit.  I  oinnot  but 
remember  this  is  an  inlercHt  most  dear  to  nie. 
Upon  no  other  account  iny  name  wUl  bo 
tiansmitted  to  pinterity--wtth  these  proceed- 
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ings  it  must  be  transmillr d.  Tliat  uarnr,  \ 
gcQtleiuci),  cannot  go  down  to  liiat  ftuslcrity, 
wittioiit  its  being  anderstood  by  posterity 
what  have  been  mv  actions  io  tfiis  ciiso. 
And,  when  I  am  lain  in  my  gr»ve»  after  the 
interval  ofUfe,  that  yet  remains  for  me,  my 
cliiUircn,  I  hope  and  trust,  will  be  able  to  say 
of  their  falhrr,  that  he  cndeavoorcd  to  leate 
them  an  inheritance,  bv  alteoip^uis  to  give 
them  an  example  of  pttUic  promty  oearer  to 
them  than  any  acquisition  or  any  honour  that 
this  country  could  have  given  the  living 
ftther  to  transmit  to  Ihcui. 

Gentlemen,  therefore,  I  say  distinctly  to 
you,  that,  if  I  had  not  known  tne  e\'idence  in 
this  cause,  when  the  gentleman  at  the  bar, 
upon  the  cross- examinatioa  of  the  witncwca 
on  the  fir=.t  nipht  on  which  this  raiise  was 
lieard,  inumated  hy  the  tenor  of  tlmtcross- 
examtoation,  what  I  shril  stale  to  you  pre- 
53Lnllv,  the  cause  might  there  have  termi- 
nated.   Whf  n  r  w^c  the  words,  **  If  I  had 
not  known  the  evidence  in  tiie  cause,"  I  beg, 
oucc  for  all,  to  state  to  the  gentleman  al  the 
bar,  because  he  is  sitting  there,  an  English 
subject,  entiUcd  to  as  much  consideration 
Ireoi  me  as  any  person  who  is  in  this  court,  I 
beg  to  say  to  liini,  once  for  all,  thai  when  T 
«m  discharging  my  pubiic  duty,  i  am  not 
taking  upon  me  to  state  what  tKefacts  of  the 
case  arc :  that  is  to  be  the  conclusion  of  the 
jurj' — hilt  I  speak,  endeavouring  to  the 
facts  of  the  case  a»  correctly  as  I  can — acting 
upon  the  best  understanding  that  I  have  of 
thfrn  — nnd  that,  if"  I   m^t  'Vr>  them.  I  '^liall 
feel  It  e^^ential  lo  th«  justice  which  I  wish  to 
do  in  thb  ease,  that  I  shall  Tcceiye  correction 
from  him,  his  conn-el,  the  Court,  or  any  per- 
son else,  who  will  correct  me.    Gentlemen,  I 
was  ohserrmg  upon  the  tenor  of  that  cross- 
examination— it  did  strike  mc,  that  the  pri- 
soner aimed  by  it  at  making  out  this  sort  of 
case;  that  he  had  very  little  of  connexion 
with  even  the  Constitutional  Society;  that 
of  the  prnrpfdrn^r?.  wliich  have  led  him  into 
the  situation,  tn  which  he  now  stands,  he  had 
very  little  knowledge— that,  with  respect  to 
t!i(*.  Correspondin:;  "^ocirly,  and  countrj'  so- 
cieties, lie  wri<  still  more  ol  a  strane*""  to 
them :  and  tlie  turn  of  the  cross-exaiiiiiia- 
lion,  upon  tlx  ijiie<^tions  put  to  Mr.  Adams, 
the  secretary  of  the  society,  I  hnve  not  ihc 
slightest  douht,  had  a  very  great  inhuence, 
both  upon  your  minds,  and  upon  the  minds 
of  the  Courl,    The  nature  of  that  examina- 
tion bad  a  tendeiicy  not  to  suggest  that  the 
measures  were  right,  which  are  charged  in 
this  indictment,  hut  to  make  oat,  that  that 
gentleman  had  nnl  such  a  connexion  with 
the  societies,  and  those  measures,  as  to  make  | 
it  lit  that  the  charge  should  any  longer  be  I 
considered  as  a  serious  charge  agam  t  T  " 

repeat  again,  that  if  it  had  been  possible  to 
nake  that  out,  I  should  have  been  as  clad  as 
any  man  living,  there  to  have  dropt  tne  pro- 
secwtion  *^urf  lv  I  !riiy  ^'enture  lo  »ay,  th^t 
tliere  i^  uut  a  moxi  m  Luglaud  who  ought  to  ^ 


hnvc  rf ioicfd  mMrr  than  I  should,  because,  I 
think  there  is  not  a  man  in  Eoglaod  but  mttst 
be  aware,  that  Uiare  is  impased  um  ma  an 
important  public  duty,  painful  because  it 
is  a  puMir  duty,  and  because  it  is  an 
import.int  dut\,  and  therefore  fixing  upcn  mc 
the  4i^)so]ttta  dutv  of  exercising  my  jodeiutut: 
to  the  utmost — before  I  personaMy  an^l  indi- 
vidually take  upon  myself  to  say  what  shall 
be  the  conclusion  of  it.  Gentlemen,  I  w4tt 
tell  yon  farther  why  I  coidd  riol  tlten  con- 
clude this  business.  Being  the  prosecutor 
in  it,  it  was  impossible  for  me  not  to  know 
the  case ;  and  in  what  I  have  to  ofier  to  you, 
if  there  be  one  rircumstance  in  it  which  dis- 
tresses me  more  than  another,  it  is  this— and 
hare  I  remember,  that  every  word  that  I  aMar 
in  the  course  of  this  business,  is  a  word  that 
ought  to  be  uttered  with  caution<— but  at  the 
fame  time  with  that  fiimnass,  which  the  «■•- 
cutiou  of  a  public  duty  demands  from  me  ;--*> 
the  greatest  distress,  I  say,  which  I  feel  in 
tlm  cau»e,  is  this,  that  the  case  applying  to  a 
gentleman,  undoubtedly  of  neat  accompfiri^ 
nipnt«,  I  hardly  know  in  what  temr;  to  eon- 
vey  what  I  have  to  state  to  you,  wiien  i  have 
to  state  that,  which,  if  I  were  disposed  So  nm 
harsh  trrins,  I  think  I  ought  to  say,  is  a  case 
of  fraud  agaio«t  U»e  pubhc  sccunly  and  ha». 
pin  ess,  ooneealing  itielf  ander  meaaurea  oal- 
culatcd  for  the  purpo^of  preventing  personal 
detection  of  the  partv  ooncrrifMl  in  it,  and 
placing  third  persons  between  tiiai  party  and 
the  danger  which  belongs  to  the  n)eas>raa. 
It  sva^  an  honourable  sentiment  uf  the  sm- 
tieman  at  the  bar,  he  deserves  cr«da  tor  it  ^ 
that  he  wished,  in  the  oauraa  of  tlsiscatts^ 

that  the  ca^^es  of  other  peopk  should  he 
f^oniewhat  considered  ^gentlemen,  unless  I 
mistake  the  nature  of  this  cause,  there  never 
was  a  person,  more  bound  by  every  |NiMi|iB 
of  moral  ohiication,  to  consir^er  the  caeos  of 
others,  than  the  gentleman  wiio  now  sits  at 
the  bar,  because,  unless  I  misunderstand  the 
case,  and  you  will  <  onsider  thrmi shout  thi=: 
cause  thai  I  am  staling  mysell  upon  own 
conceptions  of  the  case,  not  prawmingteMj 
it  is  so  in  fact  (for  it  is  your  husinesa,  on 
your  conception  of  the  case,  to  decide  that) 
there  never  wa^  a  case,  in  wliich  an  irtdivi- 
dual  had  placed  so  many  persons,  nnder  mia- 
conception  of  whnt  he  really  meant,  if  he 
meant  what  bis  counsel  liave  ^aid  lor  hun  he 
dKd  mean,  as  the  gentleman  who  now  eitsat 
the  bar — I  have  not  the  least  difli<  nity  in 
saymg,  that,  if  it  should  hereafter  happen, 
that  persons  yet  in  custody,  and  yet  to  be 
tried ;  if  it  should  happen,  tliat  they  have 
gone  to  leno-ths,  which  yon  shall  tliink  the 
gentlennan  at  the  bar  has  not  gone  lu,  aod, 
having  gone  to  those  lengths,  if  the  security 
nf  the  ymblic  shouhl  require  that  they  shotUd 
t)c  exposed  to  the  severe  animadiNusuMi  of 
the  law,  I  am  persuadad  that  tli«  aaind  nf  wn 
candid  man  can  refuse  its  a»cnt  to  this  pro- 
position :  that  the  circumstancp  of  their  luut- 
lug  gone  lo  those  leuglhs  uiust  remain  to 
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the  list  hour  of  the  life  of  the  £rnt!fman  at 
the  bar,  ft  circuntsUuice  ul  a^uaiderabie  re- 

Gcntkmeo  of  the  iury,  I  come  now  to 

state  to  you  what  T  have  to  offer  as  the 
gfuunds  upon  whicii  it  <iues  appear  to 
Bie  tint  it  B  your  bounden  du^  to  fin<i 
tbit  gcntlenian  guilty. —  I  express  myself 
so  —  It  appears  to  me  that  it  li  ^ur  duty 
to  tad  hm  guilty ;  but  I,  ctrtonly  may 
err.  The  ulioinistnition  of  the  law  of 
this  country,  assuredly,  does  not  pretend  to 
tbe  excelloMms  erf*  those  foolish  theories  in 
which  the  rights  of  man,  and  governments 
Knilt  Mpon  trie  right?  of  man,  have  their 
^uodation.  The  law  of  Great  Britain,  and 
HwcQoatitutioiittfOmtBritaia,  took  to  the 
ffOTeromcnt  of  it,  as  a  government  compo'^rrl 
for  men,  and  to  be  administered  bv  men  who 

inen :  it  doM  not 
look  at  the  first  magistrate  of  the  counlry,  for 
instance,  as  exempt  trom  kVcm  ;  but  it  cluthrs 
bim^th  councils;  it  assists  him  in  various 
wa^  in  order  to  give  him  that  perfection, 
which,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  hum  in 
nature,  human  law  can  jgive  to  a  human 
toiog,  I  say  the  same  with  respect  to  tbe 
courts  of  justice;  judt^rs  may  err — iuries  may 
trr— tlie  prosecutor  is  more*  hkely  to  err; 
tiAwfatttlwnf  waareall  toevecate,  totht 
best  of  our  power,  our  respective  duties.  We 
have  a  great  and  gloiious  system  upoo  the 
whole;  aiid,  in  the  discharee  of  yuur  duty, 
lit  it  be  remembered,  thai  WiuUever  opinion 
I  may  h;ive  formed  of  the  case,  one  of  its  best 
principles  is,  that  it  is  infinitely  better  tor  the 
libertiea  snd  the  security  of  the  country,  that, 

iTira<-!  S  u-fiirh  juries  may  ll/mk  dniibtfiil,  f:\  r 
thousand  men  should  be  aci|uiUed;  all  men 
knowing,  that  if  they  engage  in  certain 
schemes  to  certain  extents,  they  are  liable  to 
be  iried,  and  have  a  verdict  of  guilty  or  not 
^uiity  pass  upon  them — I  ttay  it  is  a  thousand 
tnwa  better  lor  those  liberties  had  that  secu-  ■ 
rity,  that  prisoners  shonld  escape,  where 
juries  doubt,  tbroueh  misconceiving  thetrans- 
totiom,  or  not  duly  applying  the  evidence, 
than  tli.it  one  man,  about  whose  case  any 
twelve  men  have  a  fair  doubt  at  the  concln- 
MQ  of  the  cause,  should  be  found  guilty,  and 
the  misery  of  finding  him  nnlty  under  that 
doubt  should  remain  upon  their  minds. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  fit  that  I  should  also  sav 
i^thiscaso,  that,  if  the  roost  mischievous 
man  that  ever  cxi'^ted  in  Great  Britain  was 
brought  to  this  bar,  it  is  of  no  consequence, 
MMi  in  the  world,  in  the  trial  of  the  charge 
that  is  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
jury;  except  so  far  as  the  tendency  and  tenor 
ef  the  actions,  which  constitute  those  mis> 
cbievooa qualities  in  hisdieneter,  bear  upon 
the  charge  which  ihi-  Jury  are  to  trj-.  I  dis- 
miss, therefore,  trom  tins  case,  in  one  mo- 
meat,  as  I  did  in  the  leak  trial>  every  thing 
thnt  ray  friends  have  said  about  constructive 
Ueasoo,  analogous  treason,  like  treasoo^aocu- 
— diiive  treasons,  and  libels. 

OMtkoMB  of  Ifae  Jiay^  if  you  ahould  fiody 
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what  I  am  sonytosny,  l  think,  you  cannot 
hul  to  fiod^if  you  should  hnd  hbels  in  every 
iMTt  of  tids  evideBoe  kid  beftxe  you,  which 
has  been  published  by  this  gentleman,  yet  I 
have  not  the  least  difficulty  in  sayinc,  thnt 
jrou  are  to  try  a  charge  ot  quite  a  diHrrenl  na- 
ture ;  and  it  does  not  signify  what  the  gen« 
tlcmtm  at  the  bar  has  done  In  the  distribution 
ot  libds  in  the  country,  provided  it  cannot  be 
made  out  to  you  that  he  ha»  done  that  in  the 
prosecution  of  thr  rtr^ign  wluch  tbiaiodicl- 
ment  charges  liim  with. 

Gentlemen  of  the  iury,  with  respect  to  the 
indictment  itself,  1  have  very  httle  to  say  to 
you  upon  the  law  of  the  case,  and  I  tell  you 
why — gentlemen,  I  will  stale  to  you  the  law 
of  treason  vety  shortly,  as  I  uiMerstand  it ; 
'  we  live  in  -tn  age  of  innovation     I  maybe 
j  wrong  as  1  state  this  law,  for  you  will  always 
1  remember,  that  you  are  neither  to  toke  tbe 
law  nor  the  fact  from  the  prott-  laTtons  of 
counsel,  in  whatever  situations  they  stand, 
whether  in  situations  pulitical  or  not  poll* 
tical ;  they  are  to  state  the  Uw  to  the  Court* 
and  in  your  hearing,  that  you  may  aAerwards 
,  apply  the  facts  of  the  case  to  tne  law,  and 
determine,  as  you  shall  finally  concehf^ 
'  that  the  law  and  the  ftcts  Stand  upon  die 
whole  of  tlie  case. 

Gentlensen,  I  will  not  ^  at  length  into 
this  question  of  law,  and  tur  this  reason,  be- 
cause, I  «ay,  that  if  the  law,  upon  which  this 
indictment  is  founded,  is  not  to  be  taken  at 
this  dav  upon  the  ground  of  adjudicattonsand 
judicial  decisions  to  be  clc  ir  law,  there  is  not 
one  man  in  that  box,  lu  whom  1  am  now  ad> 
dressing  myself,  can  find  any  law  in  England 
tjfion  whu  li  he  can  say  that  his  personal 
safety  is  secured,  that  his  personal  liberty  is 
secured,  or  that  one  shilling  of  property  be 
has  is  secured. 

The  in<)ictment  proceeds  upon  this  grotmd, 
that  a  cunspiracy  to  depose  the  king  is  an 
overt-act  of  oompaaiing  the  king's  death ;  and 
perhaps  it  is  an  an«iwcr  to  a  great  deal  that 
you  have  heard  from  lord  Coke,  to  tell  you 
that  I  am  stating  his  very  comment  upon 
those  words,  whidi  Mr,  Gibbs  has  read.  A 
conspiracy  to  depose  the  king  is  an  overt-act 
of  high  treason.  Beyond  that,  I  say,  jgentte- 
roen,  that  a  conspiiucy  to  levy  war  is  high 
treason,  that  is,  a  conspiracy  to  levy  direct 
war;  such  war,  for  instance,  as  Mr.  Justice 
Foster  mentions.  I  will  read  a  passage  to  you 
upon  it,  at  the  same  time  telling  you  that  thc 
constructions  stat^  in  that  passage  are  con- 
stroctionfl  which  have  been  permitted  for 
centuries  by  parliament,  which  rc'>civc(l  to 
itself  the  declaration  of  treasons  not  specified 
in  the  statute,  and  fitly  reserved  that  to  itself: 
for  I  am  no  advocate  for  courts  of  justice  tak- 
ing upon  themselves  to  say  a  thin-  is  treason, 
whicii  an  act  of  parliament  has  not  said  is 
treason ;  it  is  the  last  thing  they  should  be 
trusted  with.  Mr/  Justice  To-t' r,  writing 
and  acting  under  the  view  of  parliament,  u 
judge^  by  the  wav,  not  addicted  to  any  other 
prinapwi  than  tbe  principles  of  liberty,  be, 
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following  the  judgnients  of  his  predecessors  { 
for  ages,  states  this — Every  insurrection, 

w'hich  in  iu(!s;mrnt  of  law  is  intcnr^rr!  against 
tiie  f»ersou  oi  the  king,  be  it  tu  dethrone  or 
imprison  him,  or  to  onfige  bim  to  alter  his 
measures  of  government,  or  to  remove  evil 
counscllers  from  about  him  ;  these  risings  all 
amount  to  levying  war  within  the  btalutc, 
vhethcr  attended  with  the  pomp  and  cifcum- 
slanccs  of  (jj)cn  war,  or  not ;  .inrl  every  con- 
spiracy to  Icv^  war  ior  tiiC!>c  purposes,  tliough 
not  treason  within  the  clause  of^  levying  war, 
is  yet  an  ovr  i  t-ai  t  within  the  other  clause  of 
compassing  ilic  lying's  death,  for  tltese  pur> 
poses  cannot  be  elected  " — I  desire  your  at- 
tention to  these  words — "  These  purposes  can- 
not bc;efTert(M!  by  numbers  and  ojien  force, 
without  uiaiiile.Hi  danger  to  liis  [)cr.son."* 
And  the  same  learnc<l  judge,  in  another  pas- 
sapp,  says  also  tliis — "  The  care  the  law  liaih 
taken  for  the  personal  safety  of  the  kine,  is 
not  confined  lo  actions,  or  attempts  or  the 
more  Bagitiotis  kind,  to  assassination,  or  poi- 
iK)n,  or  oUier  attempts  directly ^nd  immedi- 
ately aiming  at  his  life,  it  is  extended  to  every 
thing  wilfully,  or  deliberatelv  done,  or  at- 
tempted, v\  liLieby  his  life  njay  be  cndan;;erttl ; 
and  therefore  ilic  entering  into  measures  for 
deposing  or  imprisoning  nim,  or  to  get  his 
person  into  the  power  of  the  conspirator*, 
tiiese  ofieuces  are  jovert-acts  of  treason  wuhin 
this  branch  of  the  statute ;  for  "-^For  whet  ? 
"  For,"  says  Mr.  Justice  Foster  (and  the 
wonls  are  repeated  by  a  very  threat  and  noble 
lord,  in  the  trial  of  the  rebel  lords  iulhe  year 
3745,  when  they  urged  that  they  did  not 
inean  to  put  the  king  to  death  ;  us  it  ha  1  been 
also  urjged  in  Layer's  case,t  that,  so  far  Irom 
intendmg  lo  put  tlic  king  to  death,  they  meant 
to  take  care  of  his  person,  and  that  he  shoidd 
nut  be  put  to  death,  and  repeated  in  parlia- 
ment, whkh  has  reserved  to  itself  judgment 
of  treasons  in  rascrj  not  specified)  **  l  or  ex- 
perience hath  siiown,  that  between  the  pri- 
sons and  the  graves  of  princes,  the  distance 
is  very  sniall,"^ 

G'  iitl.  iiicn,  the  rvpj  rirnreof  moderntimes, 
i  aiu  alraid,  has  not  contradicted  what  Mr. 
Justice  Foster  ha«  stated  here ;  and  now  then 
let  me,  I  beseech  yon,  ;:fnllcnu  n,  be;^  your 
attention,  and  that  ot  the  public,  if  1  durst 
in  this  place  address  tlic  public,  I  am  not  anxi- 
ous, 1  protest  before  God,  I  em  not  anxious 
vrhat  the  verdict  in  this  case  i*.,  after  I  have 
done  my  duty — but  give  me  leave  to  ask  you, 
as  men  of  conscience,  can  you  hesitate,  for 
one  monifivt,  to  y^y  ihat  principles,  such  as 
nisijor  (  art  Wright  staled  were  represented  lo 
bim  by  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  as  being  bis, 
have  a  tendenrj  to  bring  about  those  treasons^ 

•  Fosters  Crown  Law,  Disc.  1,  ch. «,  sect. 
3,  p.  ^210.  .  (I  edit. 

+  Sec  tl  ei  afic  of  Cbrintophcr  JLuycr^  ati/« , 
Vol.  16,  p.  93. 

X  roster's  Crown  I«w,  Disc.  1,  ch.  1,  s.  3, 
p.       dfd  edi^ 


which  Mr.  Justice  Foster  liere  speaks  of? 
Why,  gentlemen,  what  is  the  English  of 

wti  il  was  so  ref'rr':rnled  ?    If  he  liieaut  to 
eltectuale  his  purpose — call  it,  if  you  pleas^ 
a  purpose  to  procure  a  representetiini  ift 
parliament,  as  moderate,  if  you  will,  as  Mr. 
Pill's  plan  of  a  hundred  burccsses ;  that  plan, 
which  for  the  purposes  of  the  sedition  tiiat 
this  case  relates  to,  has  been  represented  to 
all  the  ignorant  jv>ri|i!r,  who  have  been  found 
in  this  kingdom,  as  tiic  same  as  the  duke  of 
Richmond's,  or,  at  least,  not  distinciushablft 
from  it;  111  i!ic  y  irjwsc  l>e  called,  if  you 
please,  thai  of  Ihc  duko  of  Itichmond,  or*  let 
the  plan  be,  if  you  please,  such  as  the  een- 
tlcman  at  the  bar  has  stated  to  be  his  plan, 
thoncjh  there  is  not  one  act  of  his  life,  from 
Marcii,  IVJ,1,  that  is  consistent  with  the  lact 
of  its  l>eing  his  plan,  let  it  be  what  it  will,  if 
the  intention  of  the  gentleman  was  to  carry 
his  own  project  by  wii  fully  combining  per- 
sons with  him  wl^  had  other  projeetQ,  and 
who  would  have  ^^one  from  Hyde  Pa»k  to 
Windsor,  though  he  had  tiie  intention  of 
stopping  at  Hounslow ;  I  say  that,  if  that  was 
his  intention,  he  is  guilty  of  high  ireason. 
Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  you  will  allow  me 
distinctly  to  say,  tnal  there  is  not  a  measure 
of  his  lite  (when  I  state  this,  he  will  again 
permit  mc  to  beseech  him  lo  beVieve  tint  I 
mean  the  measures  that  are  now  m  evidence 
since  March  1702),  as  far  as  I  can  recolleet 
ihem,  except  ilie  solitary  instanrc  of  his  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Francis,  thai  has  not  been 
directly  calculated   to  produce  this  effect. 
Gentleniri),  tlie  dissemhwUon  of  Mr.  Paine*s 
books,  ot  w  liicli  I  have  something  to  say  pre- 
sently—of Barlow's  books— of  the  letter  from 
Paine  to  Mr.  Diindas— of  the  letter  from 
I'aineto  rranrc— of  the  address  of  the  London 
Corresponding  Society  of  the  6lh  ut  August, 
1792,  which  neither  of  my  friends  dorst  set 
their  faces  to  look  at — the  proceedings  in 
April,  1794,  of  the  London  Corresponding 
Society,  which,  upon  the  evidence,  1  state  to 
you  as  a  creature  in  the  band  of  the  gentle* 
man  at  the  bar,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
Constitutional  Society  in  tiiat  same  month 
(.'\pi  il,  1794)  to  widcb  oeiUier  of  them  durst 
set  their  f.ue>-,  which  are  not  only  explana- 
tory ctf  but  the  most  convincing  and  decisivo 
evidence  of  what  was  intended  m  the  Scotdi 
Convention  in  tlic  latter  end  of  the  year  1793, 
<if  uh  ti  was  inlrndf  d  by  the   meeting  at 
Li  il  k  1  .aia  upon  the  1-llii  ol  A|'rd,  li'J-i,  of 
what  was  intended  at  the  Globe  Tavern  upon 
the  .'(!ti)  ot  .lantntry— with  rr '•pert  lo  which 
last  twu  proceedings  also  nciilicr  of  my  irieuds 
dared  to  venture  one  word  of  observation  upon 
them  ;  I  s  ly  that  all  thc-c  nK  isuio,  one  aiwl 
all  of  thcni,  whatever  might  be  the  professed 
object  of  tl»e -vulleinan  at  the  bar,  are  mea> 
!jures  calculated  to  induce  an  infniit<  uuiiiber 
or|UT«>on«*  (.md  llii  v  at  UijUy  hail  that  illt  cl) 
to  lotni  ll.elll^elv«. »,  Ly  aiiiU<tUau  — by  cunibi- 
nalion— Ly  forming  societies,  S4  parating  again 
into  divisions— ia  Ahoft^  by  pur»ui4|^  tbt 
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system  of  French  Jacobmni^  10  endea- 
vour to  bring  iiboul  in  this  country  such  a 
levoiuiioo  as  has  happened  io  France.  I  do 
not  memn  the  first  revottttran,  Hwt  destroyed 

a  wretched  constituliou  in  the  country,  but 
such  a  revolution  as  has  happened  in  France 
since  the  constitution  was  established  in  1791, 
which  bad  t  king  at  the  head  of  it ;  and  whieh, 
vou  will  these  persons  fureto!(<,  \vhen  you 
cume  toiuok  at  the  partiailars  oi  tttc  evidence, 
coukl  not  reoiaia  with  a  kin^  at  the  head  of  it 
rDn«;i«(tcnlly  with  the  principles  that  formed 
the  preamble  of  the  deciaratMn  of  ttul  coo- 
stittttkm.  Men  in  thb  comtry  were  first  to 
l)e  brought  to  adopt,  upon  similar  principles, 
a  similar  system  of  government,  that  should 
have  a  king  ^t  the  head  uf  il ;  hut  (he  project 
in  which  they  were  engaged,  those  who  pro- 
jected It  foresaw,  wotiTd  surely  and  cert.unly 
(and  I  put  this  upon  the  evidence  of  tbek  ou  n 
laod-wriliDg)  terromate  in  this  country  as  it 
had  iti  Frtnce  III  tiie  (lc««trucljon  of  monar- 
chy, aud  Uiougli  uuiversal  suifrage  and  uni- 
Tcrsal  representation  was  the  first  measure  to 
he  takeotjet  that  was  only  as  a  means  to  that 
as  the  tiltimate  end — the  deposition  of  the 
king.  11  It  was  to  be  a  means  to  work  the 
deposition  of  the  king,  I  say  that  all  they 
ba\  c  duiio  are  so  many  overtracts,  n«5  wf  II  as 
evidence  of  an  intention, to  compass  the  death 
of  tiw  king. 

Ocnllcrocn,  I  chof^e  to  explain  myself  thus 
betbre  1  came  to  the  particulars  of  the  evi- 
dence; I  beg  the  favour  of  you,  wlicn  my 
k)rd  stuns  up  to  you,  to  attem)  to  the  address 
10  the  National  Convention  from  the  London 
Cctt'responding  Society,  and  to  the  addtess  to 
the  National  Lonvention  from  the  Constitu> 
f:cn:i!  "^r  i  p  ly,  of  both  which  I  v,  upon 
tile  evidence  a^jaio,  tliat  the  geutkinaa  at 
the  bar  is  the  author,  or  so  fitr  concerned  in 
the  fabrication  or  adoption  of  them,  that  he 
stands  answerable  at  this  bar  as  the  author. 
1  collect  from  thei>e  addresses;  and  1  begyour 
attention  to  what  I  am  now  stating,  when  my 
lord  comes  to  «um  up  to  you.  thut  that  !;en 
tieroan  pcrtectly  well  knew,  whatever"  his 
projects  were  previous  to  the  year  1789,  that 
It  was  utterly  impossible,  ])revi()us  to  that  pe- 
riod, that  a  revolution  could  be  brought 
about  in  this  country,  which  was  to  depose 
the  king  of  the  cuuotiy;  he  could  nut  then 
!-et  his  heart  tf)  the  accomplishment  of'  ->iicha 
purpose  as  that,  cause  he  kuc%v  tiiat  the 
means  were  not  within  his  reach,  by  which 
he  could  accomplish  it.  He  fays  distinctly 
— that  ia  those,  who  write  that  address,  slate 
distinctly--^  When  a  republic  bad  taken  place 
in  America,  at  a  ^reat  and  remote  distance 
irom  this  country,  the  refiil«;encc  of  that  re- 
volution, like  an  et)'ulgent  uiurning,  arose 
with  increasing  vigour,  but  still  too  distant  to 
enlighten  our  hf^nuspliere that  nothing  was 
then  to  be  hoped  lur — but  when  the  revolution 
had  taken  place  in  France  upon  the  lOtb  nf 
August,  1792,  he  then  says  distinctly  in  the^e 
addies«esy  that  the  example  of  America  pro- 


duced the  tevolutioo  in  Ftance,  and  that  be- 

tween  France  and  England  there  was,  what 
he  calls  in  the  paper  1  have  to  state  to  you 
presently,  one  common  catise.  Be  then  says 
distinctly,  that  the  principles  upon  which  the 
French  revolution  of  the  1 0th  of  August, 
1793,  that  day  of  glorious  victory,  a^s  he  puts 
it,  are  the  only  principles  upon  which  a  go- 
vernment can  <«tand ;  and  let  that  gentleman 
have  said  what  he  might  before,  you  find  in 
November,  17M,  that  he  had  no  dillieulty  in 
then  sayiiiiT  'I  will  read  th'  letter  to  you  pre- 
sently) when  his  society  in  London  was  en- 
gaged with  earnestness  in  nursing  an  inliuit 
society  at  Stockport— a  society  that  bad  held 
the  langim^  to  which  I  must  call  your  atten- 
tion by-and  by — "That  iniant  freedom  was 
making  Herculean  eferts."  He  wasnoC  now 
talking  of  the  kin<>  during  the  regency — not 
now  taking  at  lord  Hood's  meetings — not  now 
talking  in  favour  of  the  king  in  the  year 
I7:!5,«ir  17!i0  ;  every  one  of  such  periods  being 
those,  in  which,  in  tiiese  addresses,  he  him- 
self acknowledges  nothing  could  be  done  in 
this  country  ;  but  in  November,  1799,  that 
yeiiileman  lakes  the  letter,  addressed  to 
btiKkport,  which  is  given  in  evidence,  and  in 
which  he  tells  you — That  infant  freedom 
v.'is  making  Herculean  efforts;— that  tlie  vi- 
pers," mark  the  expression  gentlemen  — 
**That  the  vipers  monarchy;"  what  did  he 
mean  by  that?—'*  and  aristocracy,  are  pant- 
ing and  writhing  under  its  grasp ;"  and  then, 
this  not  being  sufficiently  expressed  for  him 
by  the  person  who  wrote  the  letter,  there 
follows  this  passage,  part  of  it  in  that  gentle- 
man's own  hand-writmg;  and  shall  be,  after 
that,  say  that  he  meant  nothing  but  a  repre- 
<icnlation  of  the  people,  more  or  less  limited  ? 
Shall  he,  after  that,  say  that  it  was  his  opi- 
nion tbat  a  king  of  this  country  is  a  good  con- 
stituent part  ot  this  constitution  Then  fol- 
lows, I  say,  this  passa2;e— "  May  success, 
peace,  and  happiness  attend  their  efibrls." 
Well !  but  it  is  said,  what  has  this  to  do  with 
F.Ui^land  r  NVliy,!  slioiild  be  glad  to  know  what 
It  1^  to  do  with  any  thing  else  but  England. 
This  WBsin  the  montnof  November,  1799.  At- 
tend, gentlemen,  to  the  letter  sent  from  pr  r- 
sims  at  Shetheid— the  editors  of  the  Patriot ! 
That  SheHicld.  which  sent  members  to  the 
Constitutional  Society— I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther it  sent  members,  but  which  had  associated 
members  in  the  Constitutional  Society  in  Lon- 
don ;  that  Sheffield  which,  at  the  instance  of 
the  society  in  London,  sent  a  delegate  to  the 
Scotch  Convention  \  that  bheffield,  in  which 
had  been  the  memorable  proceedings  of 
Vorke ;  that  Sheffield,  which  desired  care  and 
attention  from  the  Constitutional  Society  in 
Ixiuilou,  lu  the  Infant  Society  at  Stockport. 
Now  are  these  places  in  the  kingdom  uf  Great 
Britain,  <  r  m  France?  If  there  ai.y  doubt 
as  to  these  proceedings,  1  beg  of  ray  lord  that 
he  will  be  to  good,  when  this  cause  ts  summed 
up,  as  to  i  all  your  parliridar  attention  to  every 
passage  in  what  I  am  aliudiog  to — and  then 
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decide  for  yourselves,  whether  tlii'?  ncjl,  in 
fact|  a  recommeRdalioa  from  Ibe  genUetnan 
iit  tlie  bar,  to  timl  moiiarchyintlkit  country 
as  a  viper,  which  ought  to  writhe  undcf  ml 
grasp  ot  wtiat  is  called  infant  freedom. 

Genlletnen,  I  positively  denv,  suvi  I  beg 
■ly  kid't  opniiMi  alao  y^on  this  when  be 
sums  up,  <iayin!»  at  the  earrif^  time  that  if  any 
one  uvtrt-act  lu  this  luditinicnt  is  proved, 
the  eeotlenum  must  be  found  guilty ;  I  posi* 
"Uvely  deny  that  it  is  at  all  necessary  to  your 
fiadiiig  this.gentleinao  g,uiUy  of  this  indict* 
ment,  thai  &  thould  have  0v«d  hb  consent 
at  all  to  the  constituting  that  convention,  to 
ihe  coustttutini;  of  which  he  did  give  his 
consent.  It  U  lie  necessary  to  prove  that  he 
did  80»  I  shall  prove  to  demonstration.  But 
T  a  frrr;it  deal  farthrr  than  that— for  I  be- 
lieve my  Incml  will  uutdeuy  to-day, any  more 
than  be  felt  a  diijpo«l1ioB  to  do  to  a  IHtle 
while  ago,  that,  it  such  books  as  Paine's 
were  actuaUyjmblishMl  in  the  prosecution  of 
a  traitorottt  intention  to  depose,  which  in- 
cludes the  intention  to  kiU^thfi  publication 
of  such  a  work  woukl  he  an  overt-ar^  of 
high  trea«on.  Now  I  put  it  to  you,  aiid  de- 
•iM  ny  lofd't  vfmkn  upon  Ihat  alio,  when 
he  conies  to  sum  irp  to  you,  thai  there  are 
many,  luany  acts  done  by  the  Constitutional 
Society,  and,  among  others,  the  srUelet  of 
their  publications,  which,  as  jurymen,  you 
must  say  upon  your  oaths,  Jo  amotint  to 
overt>acts  of  high  treason,  in  order  to  indie 
his  nuyesty's  subjects  to  depose  tlie  kiog. 

Grnllemcn,  I  <:ny  also,  under  the  correc- 
tion of  the  wisdoui  that  presides  here,  that, 
if  you  thould  even  be  of  opinion  that  the 
gcntleni  tn  at  the  bar  did  not  mean  to  depose 
the  king,  but  thai  on  the  other  liaod  he 
meant  to  ooinpel  the  king  by  force  to  take  a 
difTercnt  parliament  than  that  wfawh  the  law 
and  constitution  of  England  has  given  him, 
that  parliament— permit  me  to  call  upon  vou 
to  neoUect  his  coronation  oatb— that  parlia- 
roent,  according  to  the  laws  and  statutes 
UMiik  iu  which,  and  the  customs  of  which, 
the  king  is  bound  to  govern,  wuorn  to  govern, 
and  ihcrefore  must  govern— that  if  such  was 
tlie  meaning,  the  cause  is  made  good.  He 
•oueht  to  lose  his  life,  and  I  truat  would  he 
willing  to  lose  his  life,  father  than  to  govern 
contrarv"  to  tint  roron;»tion  0:1  ih.  If  thfv 
tnt^U  to  compel  him  by  Uveir  number,  and 
by  their  Ibree,  to  take,  without  tlie  aewnt  of 
his  parliament,  for  I  desire  I  may  he  under- 
alood  to  state  it  to  be  without  the  assent  of 
his  parliament,  to  take  another  representative 
body,  that  intent,  acted  ji,  would  be  ties- 
son,  and  I  apprehend  that  there  are  mr.!<-Mrrs 
enough  in  this  case  to  show  tliat  tlicrc  is 
trc.  <.  ].  I  \     upon  that  ground. 

;itlomcV'^Tne- 

ral  talking  treason?— I  hhouid  be  unhappy  to 
toistake  ;rou— did  yuu  a^gr  the  king  ought 
to  lose  hia  li^  if  he  took  auy  other  poriin- 

niftnt ' 

lUi  .  AUorue^  Genera/.— It  is  ruiilj  dii^aili 


Trial  <ifjQhn  Hornt  Tooke 

to  decide  for  one'^^    If,  whellMr  tWs  illBRtf- 
Uoa  ia^  or  ia  not,  proper. 
Mr.  JMe.'-'l  ask  perdaa  of  Ifae  IcwmA 

Lontleman,  and  I  promise  I  will  iu)t  interrupt 
him  aj^in  during  the  whole  of  his  reply,  F 
only  wished  to  know  whether  in  prosecuting 
me  for  high  treason,  the  attorney-general 
tentional^  snif!  ^totnething  far  worse  thui  tuy 


thing  he  has  imputed  to  roc.  y 
.^Ir.  Atk*rH^  GmtermL^l  am 
obligei  t'>  the  gentleman  sny  thi-^  -that 
the  king  of  Great  ftitam  is  bound  by  his 
coroiuitian  oath  to  goteni  uomiding  to  the 
laws  established  in  parliament,  and  the  ctis* 
tomsof  the  same  ;  that  he  is  bound  by  thst 
coronation  catii  to  resist  every  power,  tiiat 
seeks  to  compel  him  to  govern  otherwise  tlaa 
according  to  those  laws — that  it  must,  ther^ 
fore,  be  understood,  that  the  king  of  Great 
Britoiii  would  leiiit  mch  a  power  ae  thai 
because  he  would  be  artinii  only  in  the  t  \cr» 
cise  of  his  sworn  duty;  and  in  resisUog  such 
a  power  as  that,  he  must  inevitably  loee  hia 
Ufe. 

Now,  gentlemen  of  the  jiny,  ymi  will  fm^ 
nut  me  here,  having  stated  Uiis  to  you, 
M^t  dintiaeUly,  that  r  will  not  conturae  enu 
moment  of  your  time,  or  not  above  one  mo- 
ment, in  referring  to  the  transactiona  of 
1780,  of  1789,  and  1785*  wUh  respect  to  eef 
tain  persons,  who  attended  meetings  in  thia 
kingdom  with  a  view  to  reform  ;  whether 
these  meetioEs  were  constitute  of  delegates 
or  not;  whether  these  meetings  were cooeib* 
tuted  or  r)o\  constituted  of  person*,  some 
being  delegates,  some  not— it  does  not  appear 
to  me  that  the  Cuts  rahitive  to  theee  oaaa^ 
ings  have  any  possible  application  to  the  case 
which  it  is  my  duty  to  submit  to  you.  Gen- 
tlemen, I  do  not  ttoto  thb  case  oMrely  tbuiv 
that  the  gentleman,  with  the  assistance  of 
his  afiiliatmg  societies,  as  I  call  them,  under- 
i^tanding  thai  to  be  the  effect  of  tiie  proot, 
meant  to  bring  together  a  body  of  peraoos, 
who  were  to  influence  parliament  in  the  way 
tliat  Mr.  Sheridan  suted  that  that  body  of 
penoos  who  wei«  to  meet  in  I78t,  or  If  85» 
meant  to  influence  parliament,  but  I  say  that 
tile  case  tliat  1  have  to  prove  is  ttiis — that 
they  had  no  idea  of  acting  upon  any  degree 
of  induenre,  which  either  the  number  or  the 
affiliation  shouhl  <^n-r  them.  Tfi  induce  porftfa- 
moU  to  take  any  measures ;  so  tiir  from  it, 
thai  they  expressly  stated,  that  parlimaeBt 
was  not  to  be  apphc!  to-  tlsat  they  w«rt  to 
the  extent  of  staling,  that  parliament  OOuM 
not  be  applied  to,  Dceaitse  parlhuneoc  was 
incompetent,  upon  their  principles^  fvitt  H 
so  di*po«:cd,  to  pive  them  relief. 

Gentiemcn,  I  do  not  ac  itll  enter,  very  far 
from  it,  into  the  nature  of  such  a  meeting  as 
that  Mr.  hheriHan  >poko  of  ycsterdav  :  ■  nil  I 
tell  you  why  i  do  not— 1  liave  had  esperi^ice 
enough  in  life  to  know,  tiMrt  a  nia»  aeMMr 
does  any  good  to  himself,  nor  to  those  whom 
it  is  his  business  to  address  in  his  profesaiow, 
by  giving  his  opinion  upon  a  state  ol 
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Iriri::  llif  (^"'urt  to  a  jmt  conrltision  upoii^ 
•tste  of  the  neasures  which  is  before  ibe 
Ciart  I  era  vmy  easily  conceive,  that,  with 
iwjmmU  shades  of  difference  one  way  or 
other,  what  was  done  in  I73f>,  and  1782,  or 
1785,  might 4)e  either  cnmmal  or  innocent; 
Imi  ivteliHr  h  WM  ciindul  w  iMMCont  ills 
not  nn'  duty  to  discuss  here,  because,  I  say, 
11  IS  nothing  hJie  the  case  I  have  to  sybinit  to 
ysurittentiBO-^fer  ttie  cMe  wliiili  f  hive  to 
stibinit  to  your  attention  is  this— that  the 
Constitutional  Society  in  LonUon,  or,  as  I 
should  faiher  say,  to  do  jtistioe  to  the  ideas 
which  occur  to  oie^  ts  tfto  eAet  of  this  eri- 
dence,  the  gentleman  now  at  the  bar  ruling 
that  CoDStuutionat  Society,  and  raodelling 
the  ComsfMfidiiig  Society,  and  governing, 

to  the  cxtnnt  in  whirh  T  hope  to  satisfy  yon 
tcooi  the  evidence,  he  has  governed,  the  ath- 
IMwdMMeM  tO(ii£s1m(«MrIwsH 
five  him  credit  Uiat  there  are  no  societies  in 
France,  thoufirti  ^he  evidence  will  hardly  ena- 
ble me  lo  beheve  it,  and  thai  there  arc  no  so- 
fiietin  in  Ireland  iniCMiMiioB  with  the  so> 
deties  here)— but  governing  the  affiliated 
secifitiei  ia  Eagland,  that  he  (n^uu  to  bring 
alool  a  auwoeittioii  of  tbo  fieople  oo  ooriy  as 
the  10 111  of  April,  1793-      period  \  desire  ' 
you  will  never        sight  of;  that  it  was 
avowed,  in       society  and  tho  Corrwpood  tng 
Society,  that  this  was  not  to  be  a  eonoMttioB 
which  meant  to  apply  to  the  executive  mn^ift- 
trtte — wibich  jneant  to  apply  to  the  pania- 
WM,  Imt  «  eoaoMMtoa  mch,  by  ili  own 
power  and  «5trpn5th,  wa«  to  alter  the  ji^nvern- 
nieat  ^  this  country ;  this  was  the  project,  i 
Dot  generally  so  early  at  tf99 ;  but,  I  say,  I 
PA  to  this  gentlemau,  it  was  avowed  to  be  his 
pinpo&e  as  enrly  as  the  6th  of  August,  17Q?.  ' 
He  was  comuiied  upon  the  adi^ess  ot  iiie  ! 
Corresponding  Society  of  the«lll  of  August, 
1791,  which  avows  this  ptirpos*»;  and  I  sav  { 
(hat  Jie  made  that  address,  to  ail  intents  and 
patpaaM,  liiaowfl. 

I  cannot,  however,  part  with  this  circum- 
stance  about  the  associated  societi^  in  France 
Md  Ifriand  wtllMNtt  saving  one  word  about 
tteai.  It  was,  as  I  understand  it,  the  tsnor 
of  the  gentleman's  cross-examination  of  the 
wiUiesises  upon  the  first  night  to  intimate, 
fbat  it  —an moonshine  when  they  talked 
of  twenty-thousand  copies  bein:^  distributed 
ol  some  things,  and  an  hundred  ttiousaiid 
Ofiet  of  dlhers,  and  twelvo  ^wmand  of 
Paine's  works,  and  so  on— that  they  meant 
nothing  at  ali  by  it.  Gentlemen,  I  know  this 
that  the  iievohition  in  France  %vas,  in  a  great 
degree,  ItroMght  about  by  thnigsiiiatlMd  pre- 
cisely the  p«me  meaninr;,  Men  were  tinp-ht 
til  over  the  country  that  there  were  a  liun- 
dradtimtiaiii  people  here  wilMng  to  commt 
in  given  measures,  fifty  thousand  there,  and  a 
bundled  and  hitv  thousand  in  anothev  place  ; 
IKi  inn  dene,  wnicb  no  moral  man  can  justify 
by  the  piibliestion  of  papers,  importing,  that 
tae  nunter  of  liie  meaBOin     the  ioaiBiiaa 
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requlrad  a  tbauiaad  copies  of  one  papef;«ni 

ten  thousand  of  anoUier,  and  a  hundred  thou- 
sand Ckf  a  third ;  and  the  public  were  made 
to  halMve,  that  the  persons  engaged  in  their 
schemes  were  iotinitely  numerooa— Why  ^ 
because  those  who  wished  that  such  a  notion 
siuuiid  received,  nneant  that  the  coumra 
AonUactupoQ  that  persuasion  in  iwiBMi 
that  men,  who  believed  such  to  be  the  truth, 
wwe  Jikajr  ^  act j  and  tbat^the  country 
sImmM  do  that  ■ninncf  whieli  tlity  won  pof  • 
suaded  persons,  conceiving  their  par^  so  mi* 
merous,  would  be  willing  to  do.  Now  you 
will  give  me  leave  tu  begin  with  the  iirst 
piece  of  evidence  that  is  stated  to  you.  fim 
of  all,  I  shall  remark  to  you  this,  that  my 
learned  friend,  who  spoke  last,  Iws  aaid— > 
and  I  desire,  on  Ibe  fart  of  the  public,  to 
have  the  due  advantage  of  it,  and  no  more — - 
he  has  said,  that  when  we  call  witnesses  that 
speakm  tba  HiMWir  tfaH  Mr.  Sharpe  and 
Mr.  8yrooods  did,  you  must  give  full  ermlit  to 
those  witneiise?  on  the  part  of  tlic  prisoBer* 
I  a^ree  to  it,  ^ciUleniea  ;  hut  permit  me  to 
call  your  attention  to  this  ctoonniitaiina  My 
friend,  when  opening  the  tmseon  the  part  of 
tile  gcBtieuian  at  tli^  bar,  said,  Why, 
1  lardy  was  «t<{uHtod,  and  tliorofcre  I  eaa 
call  hid)  as  a  witness."  He  afterwards  said, 
"  1  won't  call  him  as  a  witness  in  this  cause  * 
but  that  as  against  Mr.  Lovett  the  bttll  not 
fcnnd,tlHMfcw  I  OHicall  him  as  a  witness." 
lie  will  give  roe  leave  to  add,  that  he  might 
have  called  as  witnesses  every  [man  of  lb* 
Oonatihitional  Society  who  w«aipi«Mnl(  and 
you  will  find  rlearfy  sixteen,  eighteen,  or 
twenty  in  number,  preseot  at  almost  everjf 
meeting ;  ha  might  naoo  ealladovery  iodfar^k 
dual  of  the  Constitutional  Society  to  ham 
proved  nov  one  cirrunistanee  which  it  was 
inatui'ial  tur  the  cose  ol  Mr.  iookc  to  prove. 
He  has  called  not  one,  according  to  my  laciil* 
lection,  but  Mr.  Syraonds,  wno  tnoat  un- 
doubtedly did  not  know  oao*leolb  of  tha 
&eis  that  liw  genileman  had  ^boon  engafeA 
in  ;  from  whom  I  won't  say  they  h  tve  U'<  n 
studiously  c  ncealed,  but  it  is  enough  for 
me  to  say,  m  point  of  fact,  he  did  not  know 
them,  though  a  member  of  that  society — 

Lord  Chief  JnaHoa  J^.— Eaoept  «a|i1aMi 
liarwood. 

J&t.  AUvnmf  GmermL^AtkA  with  rcspool 

to  m%jor  Cartwri^ht,  and  captain  Harwood, 
in  the  hrst  place,  major  Cartwnght,  I  am  ex- 
tmnoly  sorry  to  say,  it  it  not  mj  practice, 
I  l>elieve  those  who  know  me  know  it  is  not,  to 
speak  of  any  trentleman .  ijnie??  the  evidence  in 
the  case  respires  ut/tt  loutenuuii  ins  name  ,  Lut 
it  is  clear,  that,  in  these  transactions,  bo- 
tt^-ocn  March,  )79?,andMav,  1794,  major  Cart- 
wright  hiuikeU  li  implicated  to  a  very  cooaip 
dogreos  you  will  fiicainae  recotloet 
what  he  said  to  you.  But  you  will  allow  me 
to  kay.  With  respeot  to  captain  liarwood,  that 
he  proved  the  truth  of  the  case  on  the  |Mut  of 
the  crown ;  for  you  wttl  recoUect,  and  I  call 
your  attentioa  to  tbn  tottor  of  ilw  Mtk  of 
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A|ail)  1793,  which  I  say  is  a  clue  lo  these 
proceedinrr^  from  hcginninc;  to  end  ;  caplain 
Harwood  laiuselt  proved,  ihatthc  letter  from 
,  Norwich  was  delivered  to  faim  to  be  answered : 
that  he  sent  it  to  another  gentleman  ;  that, 
when  be  came  to  ttie  society  afterwards,  be 
fioond  «n  ans«er  prepared  to  that  letter,  and 
that  that  answer  was  mdI  with  the  coDMDt 
of  captain  Uarwood. 

Butitissaid,  gcotlemen,  that  Mr.  Hardy 
has  been  acquitted.    Gentlemen,  upon  what 
principles  that  jnrv  wrnt  wliicli  ac(]i)!ttpfj  him  i 
i  do  uut  btay  tu  mi^uire.    1  repeal  ii  again, 
that  mjr  opinion  idMiit  any  case  ought  to  lead 
me  no  farther  than  to  determine  thi'i— -whe- 
tber  it  IS  fit  that  i  should  appear  here  as  a 
proaeeulor.    I  did  mjr  doty  with  respect  to 
Mr.  Hardy  ;  I  entertain  no  manner  of  doubt  i 
(because  1  cannot  do  it  without  a  violence  to 
the  constitution  of  ray  country)  that  the  jury 
waw  Mly  convinced  that  thev  did  tteirs.  1 
have  no  donhl  that  they  will  always,  upon 
ledectiun,  tcel  tliat  they  acted  as  honourable 
meD  towards  their  country ;  and  with  this  I 
disposition  tinvrir  l^  them,  I  hope  and  Inist 
that  they  did  not  think  X  acted  as  a  dislio-  ' 
noorable  prosecutor  tovMrds  the  pnieoer  at  I 
the  bar.    But  very,  very  widely  different  in-  ■ 
deed  are  the  circumstance?  of  the  case  of  !\lr.  j 
1  lardy,  and  the  circum$Uinccs  ui  the  case  of 
Mr.  Tookc.   I  am  sure  my  lord  will  remember 
H^that,  tl)ough  he  slated,  and  rightly  stated 
to  the  jury,  that  in  liiw  Mr.  Hardy  was  a  pnn- 
etpalrin'tne  ease,  yet  he  stated  that  mere  I 
were  few  circumstances  that  were  suflicient 
to  connect  Mr.  Hardy  farther  than  the  otiice 
of  leerotary  connected  him  with  these  -men. 
I  sanr,  and  speak  it  with  great  deference  to 
my  lord,  because  tlierf*  is  no  man  who  wishes  ! 
to  be  more  respcclfui  than  1  du  to  courts,  and 
mote  especially  where  I  know  H  so  well  de^ 
served  from  mc— I  say,  upon  a  review  of  the 
evidence^  there  was  a  ^eat  deal  more.  aff»ci> 
ine  him  than  was  actudly  recalled  to  theoon- 
sideration  of  tliat  jury.    But,  be  that  as  it  i 
may,  Mr.  Hardy  stood  in  the  situation  of 
Brooonbead ;  and  it  is  possible  persons  may 
be  told  in  London  what  pettoos  were  told  in 
Sheffield — that  a  secretary  wac  not  to  put  a 
nejptive  upon  the  proccedmgs  ol  the  society. 
This  I  am  entitled,  I  think,  to  say,  with  res- 
pect to  that  pentb man,  that  it  was  quite  im- 
possible that  he  coidd  misundcrHtand  Uie  pro- 
oeei&ifEshe  was  about   Now,  if  Hatdy  be  • 
witness  competent  in  kw  to  be  called,  I  should 
1)C  glad  to  know  why  lie  !ki>  not  been  called 
to  explain  the  truniactitius  in  Mareh,  179^, 
with  respect  to  the  constitution  of  the  Cones  | 
ponfliri!!  Sorirtv— with  respect  to  those  reso-  ' 
luuonsi  that  were  sent  to  the  Coot&titutional  \ 
Society,  with  the  name  of**  Hardy,  secretary,"  \ 
in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Tookc.  1  should  be 
glad  to  know  why  he  ts  not  called  to  salisfv 
you  that  the  Constitutional  Society,  of  which 
he  had  become  a  member  as  early,  I  think, 
IS  July,  1792,  when  thev  sent  tint  ffnmus 
tetter  of  the  1^  of  ilprii,  1793;  to  Norwich, 
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had  not  communicated  their  purposes,  either 
by  Mr.  lookc  or  any  body  else,  to  the  Lou. 
don  Corresponding. Society,  which  sent  a  let- 
ter of  the  same  purport  and  import  to  the 
same  societies  at  Norwich,  namely,  that  they 
were  not  to  look  to  the  King — not  to  look  to 
the  parliament,  but  tu  look  to  a  convention, 
I  should  be  gtad  to  know  why  Hardy  has  not 
been  called  tu  prove  to  you  that  neither  the 
Constitutional  Society,  of  which  he  was  wa 
a^sociatt't!  niemlter,  nor  the  Corresponding 
Society,  of  which  he  was  an  orirginal  member, 
cither  knew  or  meant  that  Margarot,  who  was 
a  member  of  both — that  Gerrald,  who  was  • 
member  of  both— tHnt  Sinclair,  who  was  a 
member  of  one,  hhould  du  tltose  acts,  which 
I  do  assert  to  amount  to  tnsaani  in  theScoteh 
convention.  1  should  be  excessively  glad  to 
know  why  neither.  Haidjr  nor  JJaveu  have 
been  called  to  s^te  to  you  that  Mr.  Tooke 
had  no  manner  of  concern  with  the  transac- 
tions at  the  Globe  tavern,  *>r,  tlip  yotfi  of 
January,  1794.  1  »houid  be  giad  lu  know 
why,  virith  respect  to  the  transactions  of  the 
17th  of  January,  1704,  no  man  !i:is  l  een 
called  lo  tell  you  tint  Mr.  i'ooke,  wtieu  he 
left  the  chair,  previous  to  that  mmSfn  moo* 
lution  with  respect  to  .TcflVries,  which  migtit 
have  pnxiuced  consequences  m  another  (iart 
of  this  country  that  one  shudders  to  think  of 
—  that  when  lie  left  the  chair,  and  wliea  thai 
Mr.  Gerrald  came  into  the  chair,  who  was  a 
member  ot  liutt  hcoijch  convention,  and  who 
was  in  the  same  room  with  Mr.  SVMhe^  wlio 
i^ '^ni  po-cd  \o  know  notlting  about  the  pro- 
ceedings ui  the  Scotch  cQOveotioo — I  should 
be  glad  to  askp  why  none  of  the'tttnnerous 
persons  present  at  that  meeting  were  cal)e<l 
to  tell  vou  that  Mr.  Tooke  not  only  Jell  tho 
chair  but  llic  room,  and  knevv  uollung  of 
these  resolutions.  It  does  not  belong  oitber 
to  the  gentleman  himself,  with  ln<?  c^rcat 
talents,  or  to  my  learned  friondi>  who  defend 
Um,  iK»t  to  know  that  all  this  is  ememivdy 
material ;  and  my  learned  friend  let  it  out  in 
his  opening;  t*i  yon,  that  he  would  not  call 
Hardy  in  this  c^ise,  but  he  would  call  him  in 
the  next.  He  proposed  to  call  Lovett,  who 
could  have  told  you  who  were  Ihc^  persons 
connected  in  the  proceedings  at  Chalk  Farm, 
and  he  has  not  ventured  through  the  cause  m 
call  him.  .^nd  I  ask  you,  gentlemen,  if, 
when  you  come  to  convidcr  the  procecdtnes 
of  the  t4it)i  of  January,  1794,  in  which  *  t^ 
most  excellent  address"  of  the  London  Cor- 
responding; Society,  the  substance  of  which  I 
will  &late  to  yuii  presently,  is  approvc<l  by  tho 
Constitutional  Society,  antl  approved  m  the 
han<l  writini:  ol  Mr.  Tookc  himself —I  should 
be  glad,  gc-ntlcmcu,  to  know  why  none  of 
the  persons  present  at  that  meeting  were 
called  to  provi-  what  the  words  '*  the  most 
excellent  addres*  '  me.int.  I  defy  human  in- 
credulity to  doubt  tliat  they  meant  the  address 
of  the  l>ondon  Conespondins  Society  of  ^ 
80th  of  Janttnnk',  1791 :  and  I  ask  why  was 
noiLovdt  called  to  pruve  that  Mr.  Xooka 
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had  nocoimeiion  with  the  transactions  which 
look  place  at  Chalk  Farm  ;  the  resolutions  in 
Ibe  Constilutional  Society  of  the  'i7th  of 
.  Marcb,  1794,  stating,  expressly,  that  they 
?re  tf>  hive  that  meeting  :il  I  Mia  Ik  I'.inn  ;  con- 
jtecliim  tberel'orc  Mr.  1  uuke  wuh  lliat  meeting 
tl Chalk  Farm;  and  yet  they  liave  not  dared  to 
call  one  man  ot'ci  ther  society ,  neither  of  1 1 1  c  C  :<  j  a- 
5l:tutionalnorofthcIx)udonCorrc5;pondiiii;.So- 
Cietv,  to  say  that  Mr.  iookc  iuul  uocoiiuexiun 
witnaJl these  prooaedii^  from  August,  1792, 
down  to  the  ti:nr  nt  which  1  am  nows^icuking. 
Gentlemen,  give  me  Icavie  tosay,  tiiat  the  ob- 
•emtioos  that  have  been  iind«  oiith«  evidence 
l^diKTcd  on  the  pari  of  the  crown,  compared 
to  the  fair  effect,  to  the  Iceitmiale  interence 
Ibat  is  to  be  drawp  from  liieu  abiitaining  from 
lbis«videnoe,  an  mere  cbiiff)  uuimuststttid 
for  nothing. 

.  Give  me  leave  now  to  apply  myself  lo  the 
evidence.  Oentlemen,  vou  bave  had  stated 

lo  you  the  conduct  of  the  i:rntlrni  iQ  at  the 
bar  wuh  respect  to  the  ilevolution  Society,  I 
think,  in  1790;  now,  here  a^n,  I  make 
anotticr  observalion  upon  the  delect  of  evi- 
dence— for  obsev;itions  upon  tlic  defect  of  evi- 
dence are  frequcnliy  as  weighty  as  observa- 
liona  upon  evidence  actualfy  produced.  It 
appears  to  you  in  evidence,  and  1  beg  your 
attention  to  it— and  1  humbly  beg  my  lord's 
allentiontolt— that  the  Revolution  Society 
must  have  sent  an  address  to  the  French  upon 
Uie  i  icuch  Kevolution  in  the  vcar  1790. 
Oentlemen.  I  say  now  when  I  think  of  it, 
lhat  I  totally  and  absohOdy  deny  that  a  cor- 
respondence with  a  foreign  country  not  at 
war,  cauuul  be,  mereiy  because  the  country 
is  not  at  war,  an  act  or com  passing  the  king's 
death.  If  persons  correspond  with  a  forei|;n 
counti)'  not  at  war  with  the  king,  with  m» 
tent,  however,  that  miachief  showd  be  done, 
and  with  intent  to  create  disturbance  in  this 
country  (and  it  is  utterly  impos>ible,  I  think, 
unless  you  are  bewildered  with  tiie  vabt  quan- 
tity of  evidence  before  you,  that  you  can 
doubt  that  a  correspondence  of  that  sort  has 
been  carried  oiO,sucha  correspondence  may  be 
an  overt-act  or  compassing  the  king's  death, 
within  the  slatuic  of  F.dward  3rd  ;  and  if  I  do 
not  make  it  out  to  be  a  compassing  of  the 
king'a  death,  within  the  slatuteof  Kdward 
9ld,  I  would  rather  suffer  the  paius  of  treason 
iM  wdf  th  411  call  upon  vou  to  find  a  verdict 
agaiu>i  tiiai  gcntltm.iu.  — Genllcraen,  you 
have  had  nobody  produced  to  you  to  state 
what  the  address  I  have  been  speaking  of 
contained,  nor  what  it  was  that  occasioned 
.^iaaddreaato  the  French  al  a  reraarkalile 
era  in  their  history.  The  substance  of  this 
address  in  1790  might  give  their  true  charac- 
ter to  the  proceedings  of  1791  among  the  so- 
cieties here. 

Gentlemen,  the  constitution  of  France  in 
the  beginning  of  tlic  year  1791,  wliich  was 
foraieawith  a  preaml>le  to  it,  almost  totuUm 
verbis  as  that  which  inlroduce.s  tlu  rcsohitions 
of  tlie  Southwark  Society^  wiiicU  are  caLcicd 
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in  the  London  Corresponding  Society's  book- 
that  constiUiiion  of  1791  was  built  upon  wliat 
had  been  called  in  France,  and,  witii  some 
degree  of  absurdity,  every  where,  the  righn 
of  man — the  rights  of  equal  active  citizen- 
ship; a  right,  which  the  gentleman  at  the 
bar,  in  bis  letter  to  lord  Aishburtou,  does  not 
seem,  to  have  thought  need  at  least  bekwig  to 
any  body:  he  then  tliought  that  there  was  a 
difference  bcuveen  an  equal  right  to  a  share^ 
and  a  right  to  an  equal  slxare  of  govemroeat; 
but  the  constitution  of  Franco  nt  1791  was 
built  upon  the  principles  of  the  rights  of  man, 
and  this  right  of  equal  active  dtiaenship.  I 
have  proved  to  you  that  Faine  wasan  honoi^y 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Society — that 
Mr.  Tooke  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Society  J I  never  told  you  that  he  was  the  iathar 

I'f  the  society :  my  friend  mistinrirr?tond  ineao 
to  that  1  certamly  couid  nolbe  so  lauorant  of 
its  history  as  so  to  stato  it— >that  w.  Barioar 
was  ati  associated  member  of  that  society 
upon  the  recomnwodation  of  Mr.  Xooke— - 
that  one  and  all  of  tbem  foresanr  that  tlia 
rights  of  man  could  not  be  acted  upon  t»» 
gether  with  the  existence  of  a  king  in  France; 
and  the  whole  tenor  ut  tiie  evidence  proves^ 
that  thoy  codeavoiaied  to  introduce  into  tbii 
country  a  government  foun  li  d  i  n  tlie  rights 
of  man ;  to  enlist  tho  lower  orders  of  men  in 
a  project  by  their  phyncal  strength,  as  I  shall 
prove  by-and-by,  to  briiiL:  ;iboiil  ii>  this  coun- 
try a  constitution  founded  upon  the  rights  of 
man — reasoning  thus,  that  because  in  Fnmea 
ttia  cQoatiSnlieB,  fooadod  upon  the  rights  of' 
man,  must  necessarily  reject  a  kin^,  as  it  did 
in  1793,  therefore,  if  they  could  gel  a  consti- 
tution in  this  country,  founded  upon  the  same 
princip!r<;,  a  king  must  finally  be  rejected 
here.  It  was  not  the  constitution  that  th^ 
ooked  to,  for,  though  that  was  the  immediate 
object,  yet  the  remote  and  uliiu\;ito  object  lo 
which  they  looked,  was  the  deposition  of  the 
kiu^  of  England,  as  the  king  of  France  was  io 
be  deposed  by  the  operation  of  the  principles 
upon  which  the  constitution  was  formed.  I 
am  sure  that  you  must  have  been  surprised, 
and  that  all  must  be  surprised  who  read  the 
address,  which  i«?  in  evidence,  lo  the  Friends 
ot  liberty  assemblcti  together  al  London  upon 
the  Uth  of  July,  179 1,  to  celebrate  the  French 
Revolution,  were  the  free  ritizcns  on  the 
h  inks  of  tlic  Loire,  address  their  testimonies 
oi  lirothcrliuod,  and  of  good-will,  lo  the  noble 
sou-  of  liberty  who  inhabit  the  happy  »horcs 
of  Ih.  1 1  uiu  s.  They  then  state—"  Whilst 
an  uupoicnt  band  of  the  factions  are  acitvci/ 
employed  in  the  heart  of  France,  and  the 
proud  nobles  arc  carrying  the  poison  of  i!>rir 
calumny  into  foreign  ports,  whilst  the  uriesth 
are  labouring  to  rekindle,  by  their  pestilential 
breath,  the  extinguished  torch  of  fanalicisn», 
and  the  first  of  our  fuiK  lionai  ies  lia**  c^iven  lo 
tiiv  p€opie  U>e  example  of  diMtgaidiug  his 
oath,  our  wishes  and  our  sentiments  lead  us 
towards  you,  generous  strani^crs,  who  arc  en- 
gaged iu  c^Ieinalin^  ih^  licuch  Utvoiutiou  ; 
1     2  L 
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a  happy  preMgeof  the  t€nMiaa  of  the  world. 

Bui  why  speak  we  of  you  as  of  strangers, 
you  are  our  friends  and  oor  brethren ;  those 
only  kre  strangers  torn  who ileseit  them,  and 
who  excite  wars  in  order  tr;  pnrprtiTate  their 
tyrannical  domioion,  and  to  rivet  the  chains 
of  naUons.  The  decrees  which  have  esfa- 
hlished  the  French  Hberly,  have  been  like  the 
trumpet  soundinc  the  resurrection  of  the 
world  ;  &L  our  voice  the  nations  have  raised 
their  d^raded  firontSy  tyrants  have  tamed 
pale  upon  their  throne",  and  such  is  the  pro- 
table  efiect  of  this  great  revolution,  that  iu  a 
short  time  nothing  will  be  remaining  of  them 
but  the  SorTOWf'ii!  arul  shameful  rrmefubrance 
of  their  fiuiits,  and  of  tiieir  crimes.  Let  the 
great  it1tr»>mentane  Bramah  exeomimniicate 
tis,  his  impotent  thunders  will  only  serve  to 
enkindle  the  fires  which,  in  France,  consume 
his  effigy.  We  desire  to  live  in  the  same 
tommunion  ti^th  all  the  firiendsof  peace,  and 

of  lihrrty,  ■ind  the  npprrs""inrs  of  the  people 
are,  in  uur  eyes,  the  only  schismatics."  And 
then  they  stat*  to  society  in  iMidon  the 
address  \vhich  I  am  now  reading  to  you — 
"  With  what  inexpressible  pleasure  have  we 
aeen  your  brave  countrymen,  our  happy  pre- 
cursors in  the  cause  of  liberty,  who  reside  in 
France,  enrolling  themselves  under  our  stan- 
dards, and  augmenting  the  number  of  the 
members  who  compose  those  societies."  Now 

attend  to  this — this  is  addrr'ised  to  T*ni;livh- 
men — "  f  ormed  on  the  pure  principles  of  cili- 
atnship,  of  whkh"  whatP— we  In  nance 
No,  "  of  which  you  were  the  first  mstitotors, 
and  which  are  the  unshaken  column  of  our 
sublime  constitution.  When  a  few  years  are 
elapsed  we  shall  sec  the  two  fiitt  nations  of 
the  earth,  England  and  France,  united  to- 
gether m  a  holy  league  to  avenge  the  human 
face  of  those  unpun&hedoirtn^eswhlehhavc 
disigraced  it  during  •'fi  ininy  ages." 

"  Generous  Britons,  love  us.  and  unite 
yourselves  whh  us,  and  the  world  will  be  free 
mnd  happy/' 

At  what  period  it  was  that  Paine  camr  ovr  r 
to  this  country,  I  am  nut  able  to  ascertain  to 
vou,  but  this  IS  dear  upon  the  evidence,  that 
be  frequently  attended  tliis  Constitutional  So- 
ciety. It  is  clear  also,  upon  the  evidence, 
referring  you  to  that  paper,  in  winch  Mr. 
Tooke  modified  the  constitution  of  the  Cor- 
responding Society,  and  to  that  paper,  to 
which  he  signed  the  name  of  Hardy,  that  Mr. 
Tooke  was  likewise  the  author  of  the  Cor- 
responding Society.  Permit  me  to  make  a 
remark  here— that  the  Society  for  Constitu- 
tional  Information  associates  with  tiaelftwelve 
nemhcrs  of'thr  Norwirh-  a'^'^nrintcs  with  it- 
self twelve  members  ol  the  Sheffield  society, 
•nd  of  many  other  places,  not  one  of  whom 
*re  called  t«  you,  even  to  prove  that  tliey 
Jcnew  of  the  fact  of  the  association,  nor  tn 
Oontradict  the  suspicion,  for  I  stale  it  as  such, 
that  arises  upon  the  letter  from  Sheffield,  in 
whicli  you  find  orcn'-ionnlly  thp  hand-writing 
of  Mr.  i'ookc,  fXQt  one  per^oa  is  called  to  you 
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to  prove  that  all  this  assnclation  and  affiliatieil 
was  not  the  ^"ork  of  the  gentleman  at  the 
bar.  At  first  you  see  associated  the  London 
Comtitutional  Society  with  the  London  Cor- 
responding' Society,  with  the  Sheffield,  Man- 
Chester^  and  Nom'ich  societies ;  you  find  after* 
wards  that  they  eonnect  with 'Derby,  wift 
I>eeds,  with  various  parts  of  this  kingdom, 
and  various  parts  of  Scotland.  Look  now 
to  their  correspondence — What  is  the  nature 
ofitf  Now,  gentlemen  of  the  ^ury,  how  am 
I  to  argue  this?  I  wish  to  do  it  with  respect 
to  the  gentleman,  but  I  do  not  know  how 
Id  exprein  myself.  An  attempt  has  beeA 
made  tn  inform  you  that  he  not  only  is  not 
a  friend  to  universal  sufixage;  that  he  not 
only  is  not  a  fiieiMl  to  the  destniction  oTioo^ 
narchy  in  thb  country,  but  that  he  is  a  friend 
to  a  limited  reform  of  the  representation  in 
parliament,  wiih  a  monarch  in  the  country- 
and  I  say,  if  that  reform  is  to  be  brought 
abnut  by  force  against  the  kin^r,  it  is  high 
treason.  Gentlemen,  liow  does  this  matter 
stand?  I  beg  your  attention,  without  rewlifis 
them  all  to  you.  to  the  communication  with 
Norwich,  and  from  Norwich — to  the  commu- 
nications with  Manchester,  and  from  Man- 
chester to  the  communications  with  Sheffield, 
and  from  Sheffield — to  the  communications 
with  and  from  ail  the  different  parts  of  this 
kingdom  which  have  communicated  w  ith  the 
Conslitutional Society,  which,  T  -^ay,  is  the  mo- 
ther society  of  them  all.  How  is  it  to  be  re* 
eoneUed  to  ^e  deiAgn  of  persons,  meaning 
well  to  the  present  establishment  in  their 
country,  thattne  only  works  which  they  should 
circulate  by  their  addresses  to  each  other,  are 
such  works  as  the  works  of  Paine — the  Rights 
of  ^lan,  part  the  first,  and  part  the  second  P 
trentlemen,  I  call  upon  my  friends  asain  to 
state  ^Hiat  it  is  that  they  could  mean  i>y  cirv 
culalinL'  tlvrsc  u  orks,  if  they  wrrc  sincere  ia 
the  intentions,  which  the  evidence  on  the  part 
of  the  defendant  is  supposed  to  bring  before 
you  ?  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  man  livings 
I  defy  the  mo^t  ingenious  m;m  thtit  eTist«!,  to 
prove  that  either  the  one  work  or  the  olherj^ 
take  the  whole  together,  is  not  a  reeomnieo- 
dation  of  tlw  destruction  of  monarchy,  and  olT 
the  destruction  of  monarchy  in  this  country 
inparUcnIarP  But  it  does  not  i«st  there.  Yoti 
have  had  a  witness  who  staled  to  you  what 
were  the  parts  that  were  prosectited.  And 
you  have  observed  w  hat  a  shift  niv  friend  was 
put  tOf  to  ac  uiu  for  their  publication  of 
ihv^r  work*!.  The  Rights  of  Man !  I  had  no 
diihcuity  m  saying  that  it  is  a  ouestion  proper 
to  ^  to  a  jary,  whether  the  publkation  of  dife 
second  pari  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  of  the  letter 


of  Faine  to  the  people  of  France,  and  of  the 
letter  of  Paine  to  Mr.  Dundas,  as  applied  to 
this  country,  were  not  publisned  by  toe  Coo- 
stitiitional  Soricty  for  the  purpose  of  over- 
turning the  monarchy  of  this  country,  and 
whether  Paine  was  not  defended  irnfa  the 
same  intent.  1'';"virir,  you  havr  sr^n,  was  pro- 
secuted for  the  part»  of  his  books,  most  dr> 
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aettrallackioe  the  monarchy,  and  the  ino- 
narcby  of  Ensland,  for  it  was  the  family  that 
caote  from  tuoover,  the  faaiily  that  came 
fiiow  Zell— it  fvw  the  montrehy  of  England, 
and  the  monarch  of  England  that  he  reviled. 
The  societies  distributed  his  booics^  these 
irieadt  to  universal  suffrage — these  fnends  to 
the  viper  mtMurchy  distributed  his  books. 

Gentlemen,  what  do  you  think  of  men  of 
talents  acting  thus?  And  professing  thcm- 
teKes  friends  to  the  monarchy  ?  VVhat  would 
my  friend  think  of  himself,  if  he  had  been 
communicatiog  in  the  manner  proved  in  this 
cause,  with  Broombead  at  Sheffield,  and  with 
&uch  persons  as  you  have  seen  froa  diftrant 
parts  of  this  country,  professing  an  intention, 
to  recommend  nothing  upon  earth  but  uni- 
versal suffrage — to  recaainead  nothing  but 
loyalty  to  the  king  P  I  am  persuaded  there  is 
nothing  that  I  could  say  hard  of  my  learned 
ftieod  ao  aetiag  under  luch  professions,  that 
he  would  think  hard  enough  to  be  said  of  him. 
I  cannot  apply  this  sort  of  language  to  the 
yritoper ;  |M  OMBUtnity  of  the  English  hw 
^iU  not  allow  me  so  to  d(H  but  I  feel  this 
part  of  the  case  as  a  part  most  essentially  re- 
quu-ing  your  consideration.    Paine's  works 
were  published  lyf  different  societies  in  Eng- 
land, and  recommended  in  thousands,  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  copies  printed  for 
tlieirary  purpose  of  infusing  the  doctrines  they 
asserted,  into  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Great 
Bntain,  into  the  minds  of  the  most  illiterate 
of  |he  peonle— Do  recollect  what  sort  of  men 
^mppee  tneteacieieliet  in  the  country !  There 
lanot,  gentlemen,  an  individual  in  this  coun- 
tiy,  who  is  not  entitled  to  the  providence  of 
we  laar,  and  to  tlie  reaud  of  the  legislature, 
^d  the  protection  of  Uie  chief  magistrate  of 
thi#  country,  as  much  entitled  as  the  proudest 
■■B  in  it  la  their  levefal  lituatient  I  hey 
are  all  useful  and  respectable,  and  God  forbid 
that  I  should  state  one  sinele  word  tliat  looked 
like  disrespect  to  any  feUow  subject  in  this 
caaBlfvl  If  tlNB  publieaUeas  bad  been  ad- 
dressed  to  persons  m  this  country,  who  hav- 
ing, with  others,  a  common  interest  in  sup- 
portins  the  OBooarchy  of  the  country,  felt  thet 
they  h»A  an  interest  in  supporting  the  mo- 
Doichy,  by  knowing  upon  wnat  principles  the 
eoaetitution  rests ;  ny  Koowine,  not  only  from 
eipcoence,  iu  vtdua^  but  who  were  able  to 
account  for  that  experience  by  just  conclu- 
siena  and  rcasonmgs  upon  the  nature  of  go* 
vwmneBt ;  if  theee  books  had  been  addressed 
to  such  men,  and  such  onlv,  or  if  these  books, 
daageroua  ^  their  doctrines  are,  had  been 
even  publiriiied  in  ttio  erdniuy  modee  of  pah* 
lieation,  one  durst  not  then  call  them  mea- 
sures taken  in  the  course  of  a  conspiracy  to 
operturo  guvemment--but  when  such  books 
fveaddmaed  to  men,  who  ceanol  poisihly 
understand  the  distinctions  that  are  to  be 
taken  between  tiie  dtfierent  parts  of  tliem, 
and  by  Mi  wlw  do  aat  esfNeia  vpoa  what 
doctrines  contained  in  them  they  do,  and  they 
do      jMea  lo       it  aj^peora  In  me  that 
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nothing  but  a  |MHrpoioof  mischief  eoiddbo 

intend^  to  be  answered  by  their  measures ; 
and  if  there  wanted  a  demonstration  that  they 
proposed  miadiief  beyond  whet  arisee  out  of 
the  contents  of  their  publications,  that  de« 
moostration  is  furnishca  by  their  holding  out 
to  flunkind  tliat  their  publications  are  more 
numerous,  and  the  circulation  of  them  more 
ample  than  they  themselves  knew  them  to  be. 
Give  me  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Barlow,  of  the  eth  of  Oclober, 
1793.    I  beg  your  attention  to  that  letter, 
when  sumoMd  up  to  you.  U  contains,  in 
tnitb,  the  eaaenee  of  tfaia  eytlero  of  con- 
niiacy.   Joel  Barlow,  a  co-raembrr  of  the 
Gonttitutional  Society  with  Paine,  intruJuced 
to  that  society,  as  appears  by  the  books,  by 
Mr.  Tooke,  upon  the  6th  of  October,  I79ty 
writes  to  the  Constitutional  Society,  and  in- 
forms them  ttiat  that  event  liad  taken  place 
in  France,  which  wweipeeted  to  take  pleca 
in  France,  in  consequence  of  their  having 
adopted  the  priocipks  of  the  Eights  of  Man; 
he  tUlee  to  them,  in  effisct,  tbtt  it  had  been 
the  reasoning  of  the  Constitutional  Society 
that  such  would  be  the  case.   He  states  that 
the  principle  of  iheir  society  was  to  enlighten, 
and,  by  enlighltnin^  to  precede  and  preduda 
(he  certainly  uses  tne  word  "  prcchidc")  the 
exertion  of  physical  strength— and  what  is  it 
that  hie  book  fm\  Now  I  must  add.  that 
upon  all  these  puolications  mv  friend  did  not 
say  one  word,  and  his  learned  coac(jutor  did 
not  say  more  than  a  word !  What  is  his  book 
to  prove  P  Why  his  book  states,  that  the  depo« 
sition  of  the  kini^of  Franre  was  the  necessary 
consequence  of  the    mcipies  of  that  consti- 
tution, founded  upon  the  Rights  of  Man, 
which  bad  attempted  to  create  in  Europe  so 
absurd  a  thii^  as  » iqyai  democracy,  and  that 
they  were  now  about  to  got  rid  of  tlieir  king. 
And  this  does  not  relate  to  the  monarchy  of 
France  only.   I  beg  your  attention  to  that. 
It  is  a  recommendation  to  the  people  of  Eng- 
land to  do  the  same  act,  as  an  act  ground^ 
upon  the  Rights  of  Man — Does  Mr.  Tooke 
upon  that  say  why,  Mr.  Barlow,  1  have  been 
at  neetmg^  in  1780,  in  im,  and  1T«5— at 
a  meetiHg  about  the  regency — at  a  meeting 
of  the  Constitutional  Socieu— at  a  meeting 
at  lord  Hood'tChib;  and  I  nave  elated  my- 
self, at  each  of  these  meetings,  a  friend  to 
monarchy,  and  put  on  a  coat  with  an  orange 
cape;  how  can  1  receive  this  communication 
mm  3fOli  of  a  work  so  nefarious  as  this,  with- 
out protesting  that,  bcinj;  a  friend  to  limited 
representation  and  monardiy,  such  a  book  aa 
this  shell  Bot  go  out  under  the  auspiees  of 
this  society  ?  Is  that  so  ?  On  the  contrary,  Mr, 
Tooke,  with  all  tiie  loyal  principles  he  pro- 
fessed previous  to  1794,  consented  to  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  Barlow  for  this  work — to 
that  Mr.  Barlow,  whom  Mr.  Tooke  introduced 
into  this  society ;  and  not  only  a  vote  of 
thanke,  but  the  address  of  Mr.  Bark>w,  and 
the  answer  of  the  C'onstiiuliuiial  Societv  am 
girdofcd  to  he pubhihcd  iu  the  papers!  £<Iow 


Digitized  by  Google 


r 


519] 


as  GfiO&GE  UL 


Trial  ofJiAn  Uotm  Touke 


fiBTwbat  reason  was  that?  Porno  olherrea> 

son  than  this — that  those  persons,  who  were 
pretending  to  mean  nothing  but  hmitcd  re- 
presentation, wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  ptihhc  to  a  ^vork,  in  nrr^rr  to  mislead  the 
minds  of  the  public,  wlucli  recommended 
jiiost  dittinctly  the  destructioii  of  nonsrchy 
in  the  coiinrry. 

Is  that  all  \  Mr.  Margiarot  and  Mr.  Hardy, 
Iwin^  the  two  leading  members,  ignt  me  leave 
to  say,orilieCorrcsnun(lini;  Society,  which  so- 
ciety, as  1  before  submitted  to  you,  was  creat- 
ed, or,  if  not  created,  modified  by  Mr.  Tookc, 
they,  upon  two  days  I  think  in  August  or  8ep^ 
tember,  write  to  Mr.Tooke  to  V^^<^y\  !iis  opinion 
about  a  declaration  to  the  National  Convention 
in  France.   Now  here  is  a  remarkable  cir- 
cumstanee!  In  June  or  July,  1792,  when  the 
rrinciplesorthc  French  Constitution  of  1791, 
had  not  yet  rooted  out  oftheconslitotion  the 
king  of  that  conniry,  the  Constitutional  So- 
ciety never  thought,  not  they,  of  addressing 
the  government  of  France,  that  had  a  king  in 
it.    They,  therefore,  addressed  the  club  of 
Jacobins ;  but  no  sooner  is  a  king  deposed  in 
that  country,  than  at  that  moment  the  Cor- 
resp<jnding  Society,  writing  to  Mr.  Tookc 
upon  the  stihject,  propose  to  afMrr«is  the  go- 
vernn\ent  of  France,  which  had  no  longer  a 
king,  and  the  Constitutional  Sodely  forthwith 
addrc«<^  the  irovernmenl  of  Fraticc,  so  ctrnim- 
•tanced  wjih  respect  to  royalty,  as  I  have 
stated.  Gentlemen,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  you 
what  this  means I  will  wIa  go  through  their 
two  addresses  affUn,  by  stating  them,  but  I 
SBjIdisUneUyaver,  and  I  beg  tad  entreat 
your  attenli<»n  to  it,  these  addresses  are  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  an  expression  of  a  wish 
of  co^eration  with  those  societies,  and  those 
persons  in  France,  who  had  deposed  the  king 
there,  to  do  the  same  here.    You  hear  in  this 
of  the  hope  of  an  alliance—"  Not  of  the  three 
crowns'*  (mark  the  expression)  of  Rnsiland, 
France,  and  America,    but  a  triple  alliance 
ot  the  people  of  England,  of  France,  and  Ame- 
rien  '   You  find  in  that  address  of  the  Con- 
$titii'.i  iial  ."society,  tint  when  rcpuhlicanisni 
ImU  taken  place  m  America  only,  its  efful- 
gence oould  not  enlighten  the  Continent  of 
^ironc,  hut,  when  tins  »  ;ample  had  been  fol 
lowea  in  France,  then,  say  these  societies, 
neokind  arc  to  become  free — then,  say  they, 
we  are  fellow-labourers  in  the  same  common 
cause  with  you,  and  being  fellow-labourers  in 
the  same  cause,  ♦*  Britons,  five  thousand 
British  citizens,*  says  one  address — says  the 
otiier,     our  he  irt''  nrr  with  you,  millions 
for  yuu" — »*  tiniuus,  who  arc  not  yet  free,  arc 
soon  to  become  free"— >and  whyP  Because 
the  principles  of  the  Risihis  oi'  Man  have 
worked  a  king  out  of  the  constitution  of 
FVance;  and,  that  example  being  set  in  Eu- 
rope, w  e  may  hope,  will  work  a  King  out  of 
the  constitution  of  Great  Britain.  1  refer  ycm 
to  these  addresses  i  I  insist  no  man  can  put 
my  other  construction  upon  tbsn. 

JBuiifiiiiafJl^  U«aj»ot  Umw  f^iteMi, 


and  had  not  this  gentleman  at  the  bar,  a» 
early  Sf^ntrmber,  1792,  an  intention  of 
brin«ii;g  alioui  a  revolution  in  (»reat  liritaiu 
by  t>ie  crtbriH  of  a  Nationd  Convention  in 
England?  Now,  i^ive  me  leave  to  mil  5'otir 
attention  to  w^hat  it  is  that  Mr.  Frust,  and 
that  same  Mr.  Barlow^who  had  written  that 
pamhplet — w!in  fiud  been  inlr?  fliiccd  by  Mr. 
Tookc  into  this  society — who  had  sent  that 
book,  and  had  received  the  thanks  of  the  so- 
tiety  for  the  hook — ^what  is  it  that  this  gen- 
tleman states  to  the  National  Convention  of 


France ;  and  then  give  me  leave  to  ask  you 
whether  the  project  of  a  convention  to  be 
held  in  Kiigl  »!u1  tor  the  purpose  of  overturn- 
ing the  nioMiii  ciiy  of  England,  or  at  least  its 
present  constitution,  and  its  king  with  it,  tt 
far  as  he  is  to  l>e  at  liberty  to  exercise  any 
power  of  regal  government,  was  not  in  the 
eontemphtifMi  or  this  gentleman  in  October, 
1798,  as  the  necessary  effrrt  of  what  had  hap* 
pened  in  France  \  Gentlemen,  fyte  me  leav«  ' 
to  ask  yoa  here  another  question— What  ia 
the  reason  why  Mr.  Frost,  who  has  hct  n  sit- 
ting in  court  great  part  of  this  trial,  has  not 
been  called  to  explain  this  transaction  f  Aa 
rairly  as  October,  1792,  Mr.  Frost  says—"  Ci- 
tizens of  France,  we  are  deputed  by  a  patriotic 
society  in  Ix>ndon,  called  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information,  to  congratulate 
you  in  theiv  rsnnic  upon  the  triumphs  of 
liberty.   This  bocietv  had  laboured  long  in 
the  cause,  wHh  little  prospect  of  sticccss," 
( r>  0  n  1 1  r  n  r  n ,  ni  ark  these  words)  ^ "  before  the 
commencement  of  your  Revolution    that  is, 
your  Revolution  of  the  10th  of  August,  that 
glorious  victory.  Now,  do  1  do  them  injustice, 
when  they  state  this  at  the  bar  of  the  Na- 
tional Convention ;  and  when,  in  the  address 
from  Najiles,  the  society  there  state  that  the 
Constitutional  Society  in  England  were  the 
firbt  instituturs  of  the  principles  upon  which 
the  final  RcvoluUon  in  Trance  bad  taken 

tdace? — **  thissor'.ety  h  id  laboured  loug,  with 
itUc  prospect  of  success,  before  the  com« 
mencement  of  your  Revolution.  Conodw 
then  their  exultations  of  gratitude,'* — thai  is, 
of  the  gratitude  of  this  society — when  by 
the  astonishing  efforts  of  your  nation,  they  bo- 
hold  the  reign  of  reason  acquiring  an  exten- 
sion and  solidilv  which  promisee!  to  reward 
the  labour  of  all  good  men,  by  securing  the 
happitkesa  of  their  fellow-crealOfet.''  Now, 
I  be*  your  attention  to  the  next  passage;  this 
is  addressed  to  the  President  of  a  N  aliooal 
Cooventioo  in  a  country  thai  has 


monarehy  ;  and  you,  "jcntlemen,  gtvmg  nie 
that  attention,  which  I  call  upon  you  by  your 
oaths  to  jpve  me,  I  call  upon  you  to  tnalio 
true  deliverance,  according  to  the  law  of  En;»- 
land,  between  this  geoUemaQ  and  the  coun- 
try, whether  1  have  not, under tbtf rows  hand, 
a  declaration  of  their  own  purposes:  **  Inntmie- 
rxhle  societies'* — this  is  to  the  National  Con- 
vention— "  Itiuumcrablc  societies  of  a  similar 
MluraafaiiewliBrroing  thcmselv^at  thisnio- 
IP  osvfjr  {MTt  of  l^vgkodi  $wliuii^  Mi 
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Jnltod:  they  excite  a  spirit  of  universal  in« 
quirrinto  tl»e  complicated  abuses  of  govern- 
meni,  and  the  simple  means  of  reform."  Does 
that  mean  an  apptication  to  parliament?  No. 
Tfiis  is  an  address  to  a  National  Convention, 
the  character  of  which  I  shall  give  preseatlv, 
from  tbtt  gentleman  at  the  bar  himtelf. 
"  After  the  example  France  has  givrn," — 
now  what  is  to  become  easy  do  vou  think 

the  scieoee  of  revoltitioii  vHII  be  teodered 
easy,  and  the  progres  of  reason  will  be  rapid. 
It  would  not  be  strange  if,  in  a  period,  far 
ihort  of  what  we  bhall  venture  to  predict,  ad- 
dresses of  felicitation  should  cross  the  seas," 
— to  ^^hat? — to  a  National  Coaveotion  in 
England." 

Now,  I  ask  yon  how  that  National  Con- 
vention in  Kngland  was  to  be  brought  about? 
Waa  it  not  to  be  brought  about,  upon  the 
priociplei  of  this  gentleman,  by  tn  ese  eociC" 
ties,  which  they  slate  to  the  French  National 
Convention  were  forming  in  this  country : 
and  upon  the  Mine  ^stefn,  for  these  are  the 
vrords,  upon  which  the  National  Absembly  in 
France  then  existed?  What  was  to  be  the 
effect,  revolutions  becoming  easy  in  conse- 
quence of  the  intraduclion  of  that  system 
tipon  which  these  societies  were  forming? 
Why  is  there  to  be  a  National  Convention  in 
Englaad,  such  as  the  National  Convention  in 
France,  to  which  addresses  were  to  be  sent 
from  France?  Did  the  Fresidentmisunderstaad 
them  P  It  would  be  a  most  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstance to  make  it  material  that  this  was 
not  a  time  of  war ;  and  this  deserves  your 
attention;  for  I  say  it  is  totally  indifferent 
with  respect  to  the  effSert  of  this  evidence ; 
and  I  befi  and  entreat  1  may  have  the  cor- 
rection of  my  loid,  that  I  may  not  be  wrong 
instating,  that  it  is  wholly  indiffiBrent  to  the 
view  in  which  I  am  representing  the  case, 
^  to  show  that  this  society  had  a  project  of 
a  convention,  as  contrsdiatinguished  from 
parliament,  to  overset  the  government  of 
England ;  that  this  did  not  take  place  in  a 
time  of  open  war.  Can  an  English  jury  mis- 
take the  intentions  of  this  gentleman,  when 
the  president  of  the  French  National  Con- 
vention so  clearly  understood  them?  ilad  he 
any  views  but  those  of  the  subversion  of  the 
monarchy  of  the  rountry  ?  Give  mc  leave  to 
tell  you  how  that  president  addresses  Frost 
and  Barlow ;  and  both  these  gentlemen  mi^ht 
hd\  c  hern  c<dlcd  by  this  gentleman  at  the  bar 
to  explain  this  transaction.    Hear  the  an- 
swer^ Brave  children  of  a  nation  which  has 
given  lustre  to  the  two  worlds,  and  CTeat  ex- 
amples to  the  universe,  you  have  addressed 
US  with  something  more  than  good  wishes, 
since  the  condition  of  our  warriors  has  ex- 
cited your  solicitude." — Now,  mark  the  next 
passage!   Is  this  a  fit  thing  for  an  English- 
man-^ a  friend  to  limited  representation— a 
♦iricnd  to  the  monarchy  of  his  country, — to 
suffer  to  come  into  his  possession  an  address 
fram  the  National  Ceovention,  which  had  de- 
pMcd  s  lung,ioa«oiMii«tioQ  wilbArepre- 
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sentation  as  extensive  as  might  be? — ^**The 
defenders  of  our  liberty,"  tint  is,  those  who 
now  defend  our  French  hberty;  and,  for  God's 
sake,  who  were  they? — will  one  day  be  the 
supporters  of  your  own     Gentlemen,  1  beg 
your  attention  to  the  interpretation  of  this 
passage,  when  I  come  to  read  one  or  two  oAer 
addresses  from  that  country — **  you  command 
our  esteem,  you  will  accept  our  gratitude;  the 
sonsof  liberty  through  tne  world  will  never 
forget  their  obliralions  to  the  English  na- 
tion/'  Here  is  what  I  do  not  like  to  applv  a 
hard  word  to,  in  the  case  of  a  person  standing 
charged  with  a  crime;  but  here  is  the  eflfect  ot 
that Traud  which  I  complain  of  in  their  pub- 
Ucatiuns,  and  their  misrepresentations  of  their 
numbers.  Indeed,  gentlemen,  this  is  a  most 
serious  part  of  this  case  ;  for,  when  you  re- 
collect what  the  French  Convention*  did,  I 
think,  upon  the  15th  or  19th  of  November  or 
December,  1792,  whan  they  came  to  a  decree 
that  they  would  support  all  people,  in  all 
countries,  who  were  pleased  to  assert  their 
liberty  agatd         constitution,  no  man 
living  can  ever  seriously  hesitate  whether 
these  very  addresses  were  not  one  cause  of 
the  cidamitics  of  this  country  in  which  we 
are  now  involved. — "What  they  owe  to  the 
English  nation now,  who  were  this  Eng* 
I  lish  nation,  whose  eharaeter  these  clubs  dared 
thus  to  assume  ?  why,  you  see  what  they  are, 
and  who  they  were,  and  this  gentleman  now 
at  the  bar  is  to  tell  vou  that  their  numbers 
were  small,  their  funds  inconsiderable ;  though 
I  shall  show  you,  by-and-by,  that  they  thoueht, 
or  represented  that  they  thought,  that  they 
amounted  to  the  representatives  of  700,000 
males  in  this  country.  They,  defending  them- 
selves now  against  this  charge,  are  pleased  to 
turn  into  ridicule  the  numbers  and  funds  of 
the  society,  by  obser\'ations,  which  I  shall 
satisfy  you  presently  have  nothing  upon  earth 
to  do  with  the  real  merits  of  this  cause ;  and 
yet  they  have  no  difficulty  to  represent  them 
selves,  speaking  to  the  government  of| France, 
speaking  of  the  government  under  whidi  they 
live  as  the  English  nation.   They  then  pro- 
ceed thus—"  The  shades  of  Pym,  of  Hamp- 
den,  and  of  Sidney  are  hovering  over  your 
heads,  and  the  moment  cannot  be  distant 
when  the  people  of  France  will  offer  their  con- 
gratulations to  a  National  Convention  in  Eng- 
land.*' 

Now,  I  would  ask  yon,  c;cntlemen,  if  the 
president  of  the  National  Convention  of  | 
France,  such  as  It  was  at  that  day,  when  it     *  i 
was  addressing  itself  to  Mr.  Frost  and  Mr.  ' 
Barlow,  ever  thought  of  sending  an  address  to  i 
a  National  Convention  of  Engfandjlike  those 
meetings  or  conventions  which  were  taUbed 
of  in  the  year  1780  or  1785,  which  were  to 
submit  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  the 
petitions  of  the  people,  with  sudi  eiact  as 
tho^  petitions  presented  by  delegBleSy  IVtbev 
than  by  individuals,  might  have. 

Gendemen,  I M  tins  as  a  grave  part  of  • 
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I  desire  the  case  may  be  as  gravely  heard  as 
.   I  shall  stale  it.    What  says  tlie  president, 
again — "  Generous  republicans,  your  ap- 
{learance  in  this  place  will  form  an  epoch  in 
the  history  of  mankind ;  history  will  conse- 
crate the  day  when,  from  a  nation  long  re- 
garded as  a  rival,  and  in  the  name  of  a  great 
number  of  vour  fellow-citizens,  you  appeared 
iQ  the.  midst  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  France,  and  she  will  not  forget  to 
recount  that  our  hearts  expanded  at  the  sight. 
Tell  the  society  which  deputed  you,  and  as- 
sure your  fellow-citizens  in  general,  that  in 
your  friends  the  French  you  have  found  men." 
Now,  did  the  gentleman  at  the  bar  do  other- 
wise, with  respect  to  this,  than  he  had  done 
with  respect  to  the  publications  of  Barlow  and 
Paine By  the  way,  I  forgot  to  tell  you  that, 
though  he  disliked  these  pubUcations  of  Paine 
so  much,  as  far  as  they  related  tn  monarchy 
and  aristocracy,  he  had  no  objection,  as  Jor- 
dan's evidence  states,  to  be  consulted  about 
the  publication  of  them — he  had  no  objection 
to  go,  as  Chapman  states,  with  Paine  to 
the  bookseller's  while  tliey  were  printing — 
he  bad  no  objection  to  send  them  forth,  as 
t  far  as  communications  made  by  tiie  society, 
as  far  as  the  Society  for  C  onstitutional  Infor- 
mation could  send  them  forth,  in  their  im- 
perfect state,  and  without  one  hint  how  those 
to  whom  thev  were  addressed  could  discrimi- 
nate the  bad  from  the  goo^l  parts.    Had  he 
any  objection  to  receive  this  communication 
from  the  National  Convention  of  France? 
Had  he  any  objection  to  being  considered  as 
a  generous  republican  by  the  president  of  the 
National  Convention  of  France,  which,  for 
important  reasons,  he  has  an  objection  to  be- 
ing considered  by  a  jury  of  his  own  country- 
men now  ?  Did  he  tell  Mr.  Frost — Sir,  you 
have  mistaken  this  errand  as  our  delegate ; 
you  have  mistaken  the  errand  to  the  conven- 
tion in  France  ?  Did  he  tell  Frost  lie  had  ex- 
ceeded his  commission  ?  Did  he  tell  Frost  that 
he  had  been  guilty  of  a  daring  abuse  of  the 
confidence  placed  m  him,  so  to  state  them  to 
the  prcsidt  lit  of  the  National  Convention? 
and  that,  in  addition  to  the  ^ilt  of  tliat  daring 
abuse,  he  was  guilty  of  a  daring  insult  to  bring 
him  back  such  an  answer?  No  !  But,  as  they 
had  thanked  Mr.  Paine  in  the  books  of  the 
Society  for  Constitutional  Information,  and 
had  ordered  l'.i,000  copies,  in  one  instance,  of 
a  work  of  Paioe's  to  be  published,  Mr.  Joel 
Barlow  and  Mr.  Frost  are  paid  for  this  great 
and  loyal  work  which  they  had  been  doing — 
they  are  paid  for  bringing  back  to  England 
the  sentiments  of  the  president  of  tlie  Na- 
tional Convention,  that  the  Constitutional 
Spciety  were  "  generous  repubUtans,"  and  had 
the  thanks  of  tliat  society  given  to  them ;  and 
not  only  given  to  them,  but,  unless  I  misre- 
collect  the  evidence,  with  a  view  to  draw  the 
public  minds  to  the  transaction,  the  tlianks 
were  ordered  to  be  published  in  the  public 
newspapers. 
The  establishoieol  of  a  National  Conven- 
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I  tion  in  France,  was  not  the  first  period  m 
which  a  convention  to  overturn  the  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  was  thought  of;  but 
here  I  call  back  vour  attention  to  a  most  im- 
portant part  of  tne  evidence  in  this  cause — I 
mean, — and  I  beg  to  state  it  to  my  lord's  re- 
collection too,  for  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
paper  most  excessively  iuiportaiit  in  this  case, 
and  a  paper  wbich,  as  I  think,  would  have 
prevented  the  possibility  of  any  man  in  any 
of  these  societies  contending  that  he  was 
acting  upon  the  duke  of  Kichmond's  plan — I 
mean  the  address  of  the  6tb  of  August,  1792, 
of  the  Currcj-pondlug  Society. 

Gentlemen,  why  do  1  state  this  to  be  im- 
portant?— because  it  helps  to  ascertain  the 
end  with  respect  to  which  the  Scotch  Con- 
vention m  17i'3  was  to  be  formed— because  it 
helps  to  ascertain  the  end  with  respect  to 
which  the  convention,  which  was  to  be  held 
in  a  secret  place,  that  was  not  to  be  named, 
in  the  year  1794,  was  to  be  formed.  In 
August,  1793,  Margarol  and  Hardy  consulted 
Mr.  Tooke  upon  an  address — I  do  not  say 
that  he  sent  iliem  an  answer,  because  I  can- 
not bring  proot  of  that — but  having  consulted 
him  upon  the  rough  copy  of  ihcir  address, 
previous  to  its  being  j»iinted — the  address  of 
the  London  Corresponding  Society  to  the 
nation ;  in  this  they  deLul  abuses,  some  with 
truth,  for,  gentlemen,  there  is  uo  government 
in  which  !>oine  abuses  do  not  exist ;  and  one 
of  the  practices  of  wbich  this  country  has 
most  to  complain  of  in  these  societies  is  this, 
that  they  do  not  allow  men  of  ordinary  un- 
derstandings to  distinguish  between  abuses  in 
the  administration  o?  the  government,  and 
vices  in  tlie  form  and  couslituiion  of  the  go- 
vernment. This  forms  the  wickedness  of 
corresponding  with  such  people  as  Broom- 
head.  Where  Mr.  Tooke  gut  the  name  of 
Broomhead,  to  associate  him  with  himself,  in 
the  Constitutional  Society,  I  cannot  conceive; 
but  this  forms  the  mischief,  and,  I  am  sorry 
tn  have  to  use  the  word,  the  wickedness;  but 
this  forms  the  mischief  of  corresponding  upon 
such  subjects  with  such  men,  unless  you  ex* 
plain  most  fully  to  them  ;  I  say  explain  fully, 
because  there  is  no  subject,  perhaps,  that  you 
might  not  write  to  any  man  safely  upon,  if 
you  do  not  mislead  his  mind,  but  act  honestly 
with  lum.  In  this  address  of  the  6th  of  Au- 
gust, wbich  was  afterwards  approved  of  in  the 
Constitutional  Society,  and  Mr.  Tooke  has 
not  dared  to  call  a  single  witness  out  of  the 
Constitutional  Society  to  contradict  what  ap- 
pears upon  the  book  as  to  Ihis  ( irtun)!>laucc — 
in  tliLs  paper,  dated  upon  lite  0th  of  August, 
1798,  a  year  before  the  Scotch  Convention 
was  Uiuiii^lit  of,  a  year  and  many  months  be- 
fore the  I'lnglL'^li  Convention  was  thought  of, 
they  distinctly  sUte  to  the  world,  after  slating 
those  crievances— what  arc  we  to  do  ?  are  W0 
to  look  to  Uie  king  for  redress?  to  look  to 
parliament  for  rcdiess? — No !  we  arc  to  look 
to  these  societies  for  redress  !  to  look  to  lh« 
effect  of  these  societies  for  redress!  And  can 
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tiicre  be  any  douM  for  what  purpose  tliqr  were 

to  look  to  those  societies,  unless  you  can  be 
men  credukms  enough  to  believe,  that  those 
who  (Biivow  any  apphcation  to  parliament 
mean  an  application  to  parliament;  and  that 
those  who  hold  a  language  to  France  about 
•  Notional  Oomrention,  soeh  as  T  hove  tteted, 
lield  that  language  not  about  a  National  Con- 
veotkm  in  l^gUnd,  to  act  as  they  acted  in 
Fmce,  bat  oboot  o  Nttkmel  €imveniion  in 
England,  to  address  tliut  parliament  which 
theiy  distinctly  state  they  will  never  resort  to  ? 
This  is  not  all.  Ix>ok  at  the  works  of  Faine, 
which  these  societies  have  disseminated- 
look  at  the  works  of  Barlow,  which  these  so- 
cieties have  disseminated ;  they  do  not  only 
•lite  the  folly  of  applying  to  parliament,  bat 
they  go  farther,  tor  they  state,  in  the  most 
distinct  terms,  that  if  parliament  were  even 
to  pt9  them  a  new  eenstHntioli,  ^ey  ought 
not  to  take  it  if  it  was  not  consistent  with  the 
princtplca  of  the  rights  of  man.  Is  a  jury  of 
EoglishmeD  then  to  beUete  lh«t  men,  pro- 
fessins  those  opinions,  meant,  contrary  to  the 
very  obvious  tenor  of  their  language,  to  do 
that  which  ray  learned  friends  have  been 
obliged  to  hnift,  and  which  it  is  necessary  for 
their  purpose  you  should  believe  they  meant? 
lly  learned  friends  have  never  contended  for 
their  iaaoeence,  if  they  meant  to  have  nicfa 
a  National  Convention  in  England  as  they 
had  in  Franco;  it  was  not  contended  for,  or 
tat  fidntly  at  least,  if  that  was  the  thin^  de- 
ligned.  My  learned  friend  says  now,  if  it  was 
hitended  to  be  brought  by  force  !  If  he  allows 
to  me  that  they  meant  a  National  Conven- 
tion  

Mr.  Erskine.—tfo,  you  know  I  do  not  aUow 
Tou  any  such  thine. 

Mr.  Aitomt^  Oenerot.— OeiitlenMn,  I  say 
the  counsel  have  not  venturied  to  ^tate,  that  if 
they  meant  such  a  National  Convention  in 
England  aa  they  meant  in  f^rance^  and  that 
National  Convention  was  to  'act  with  force, 
that  the  gentleman  ought  not  to  be  upon  this 
indictment  found  guilty. 

Now,  gentlemen,  pn  the  leave  to  ask  you 
another  thing.  The  counsel  for  the  gentle- 
man find  it  absolutely  necessary,  in  some  way 
or  other,  to  apologise  for  the  publication  of 
Fainc's  works.  You  have  heaid  how  they 
apologised."  I  insist  upon  it,  before  you^  and 
put  it  to  my  lord  to  tnl  yoa  whether  I  insist 
upon  it  ri^^,  for  what  counsel  say  ought 
to  have  no  weight,  except  so  far  as  it  is 
confirmed  by  the  Court,  and  your  reason 
adopts  it—I  do  affirm,  oefbre  you,  that  if 
tliose  books  of  Paine's  were  published,  one 


Ood  Ahnighty  forbid !  If  you  donU  find  tte 
gentleman  know  the  meaning  of  what  he 


doing,  he  is  not  an  object  of  prosecution. 
This  argument  would  have  done  m  the  reb«^ 
lion  of  174,')  and  1715,  when  a  hundred  thou- 
sand persons  were  concerned  in  treason,  but 
the  principle  of  the  policy  of  tlie  hiw  of  Eng- 
land  is  this,  not  to  apply  the  law  to  all  per- 
sons to  whom  it  is  applicable ;  but  to  apply  it 
to  anch  peraena  to  whoni  it  is  Huriy  appM- 
cable,  that  by  furce  of  the  example,  obedience 
to  the  law  may  be  secure<l.  So  I  say  here,  I 
prosecute  this  gentleman  in  the  discharge  of 
my  bounden  duty,  having  receive<l  his  ma- 
jesty's command,  he  being  advised  by  that 
constitutional  advice,  in  which  he  acts  in 
every  circumstance  of  his  royal  cliaiacter  and 
capacity.  I  bring  him  here  as  a  principal  per* 
son,  understanding  the  whole  of  this  trans- 
action, and  knowing  what  tho  meaning  was, 
and  what  the  project  wai^  which  he  waa 
finally  to  accomplish. 

Gentlemen  or  the  jury,  give  me  leave  to 
ask  yon,  did  it  not  appear  to  you  that  the 
leading  counsel  for  the  gentleman  at  the  bar, 
found  the  necessity  of  ai>olocinng  for  the  pub- 
lication of  Feine's  books  1  Tie  mentioned  to 
you  a  cirrunistanre  as  a  fact,  which  I  won't 
take  notice  of,  because  it  was  not  proved,  and 
one  couM  wish  that,  in  the  adnHimtralion  of 
justice,  such  things  never  wrre  mentioned, 
because  it  disables  the  fair  administration  of 
justiee.  Unless  wlien  lie  took  leave  to  mea- 
tidn  what  I  allude  to,  he  had  told  you  also 
that  there  was  an  idea  that  Mr.  Paine  would 
not  be  able  to  support  the  expense  of  a  pro- 
secution, I  was  sure  my  friend  would  not  at- 
tempt to  prove  it.  I  say  no  more  upon  this 
circumstance,  but  whether  there  was  such  an 
idea,  or  not,  that  1MB  eooU  not  support  that 
expense,  is  it  in  any  way  material?  Look  at 
the  resoiutiflos  we  have  read  to  you—at  the 
very  intlttit  when  a  prosecution  had  bbeis 
commenced  by  his  majesty's  then  attorney- 
general*  against  a  book,  which  I  venttve  to 
say  has  done  more  misddef  in  iuftf  who* 
ther  iis  publication  be  high  treason  or  not, 
than  all  other  libellous  publications  put  to- 
gether. When  hismsycsty's  then  attorney- 
general  set  about  prosecuting  the  book, 
what  did  the  Constitutional  Society  do? 
Those  firieods  to  limited  reoresenUtion,  and 
to  the  cemti^tion  of  the  government! 
The  prosecution  was  commenced  again<t 
those  parts  of  the  book  which  run  down 
the  monarchy  of  the  country.  Fune  sends 
them  word  that  he  is  going  to  publish  a 
cheap  edition  <»f  those  works,  and  there  bc- 


after  another,  with  a  view  finally  to  bring  j  ing  merely  the  rumour  of  a  prosecution,  and 
^bout  a  Natkmal  Convention  in  England,  I  Mr.  Paine,  I  believe,  not  sUtmg  to  them  any 

thing  like  inability  to  defend  himself  against 


which  was  to  overset  by  force  the  government 
ot  this  country,  that  the  pubUcalion  of  any 
of fheiB  is  hini  treason. 

My  friendfs  have  said,  Is  the  attorney- 
general  here  to  be  such  a  monster  as  to  indict 
all  the  Constitutional  Society,^  with  all  the 


the  prosecution — upon  the  mere  rumour  ot 
that  proaecution,  toey  fern  a  committee  m 


*  Sir  Archibald  Macdonald;  at  the  time  ot 
this  trial,  lord  chief  baton  of  the  coart  of  E&- 
yCople  that  have  been  suiliy  ohfaeae  tbtDg»^ i  chequer. 
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inquiie  whether  there  was  any  truth  about  it, 
or  not.  Why,  if  the  gentleman  at  the  bar 
had  really  thought,  as  be  is  said  to  have 
thought  about  those  pu  ts,  which  relate  to  the 
monarchy  ut  the  cuiinlry,  could  he  have  sup- 
posed thtU  it  was  possible  that  there  should 
not  be  a  prosecution  about  it?  Would  not  be 
bimseh  have  been  dibposcd  to  hold  the  lan- 
guage which  he  held  id  1780»  ir<89, 1785,  and 
1?89 — would  he  not  have  said,  Mr.  Paine 
how  can  I  contradict  all  the  passagas  of  ray 
life,  from  17C0  to  1789,  and  become  a  sub- 
scriber to  defend  you  against  a  prosecution  fur 
a  work,  which  prosecution  relates  to  those 
parts  of  your  work,  which  I  have  always  been 
ooademuiog — (which  I  have  nevertheless 
t>ecn  sending  to  Sheffield,  Norwich,  Man- 
chester, and  various  other  places)  — how  can  I 
join  in  protecting  you  against  such  a  prose- 
cution as  that'-*  vVhy  !  l3erause  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  say  that  the  law  of  the  land  is 
to  be  thus  insulted.  Gentlemen,  I  beg  your 
attention  to  this,  forit  has  a  most  important 
kkBuence  in  this  cause.  It  belongs  to  the 
juries  of  the  country  to  say,  whether  the  go- 
vernment of  England  shall  be  equal  to  the 
functions  which  the  law  of  England  has  given 
it;  but  I  venture  to  si^  that  if  books  are  to 
be  published  and  dispersed  in  the  manner  in 
^vlllc!l  the  Constitutional  Society  have  pub- 
lished and  dispersed  the  works  of  Paine,  some- 
times in  the  name  of  the  Corresponding  So- 
ciety, and  sometimes  in  other  names;  that 


the  paper  read  to  you,  not  by  Paine<  If  I 
was  to  publish  Pume's  works,  printed  b^ 
otiiers,  impiovidently,  without  an  evil  iuteo* 
tion,  I  do  not  say  but,  that  in  that  case,  the 
neces.silies  of  public  satcty  might  rcquue  tliat 
the  question  should  be  distinctly  put  to  • 
jury,  whctiier  I  did  publish  them  without  an 
evil  intention ;  but  what  is  to  be  saidj  if  a 
man  sets  up  a  press,  and  prints  then,  and  to 
publishes  them  to  tbe\Yorld?  He  is  to  all 
political  intents  and  purposes  tb^  author  of 
them.  Now  what  is  to  be  said  for  tUe  society 
for  Constitutional  Information,  with  respect 
to  the  publication  I  last  mentioned,  and  for 
thti  Corresponding  Society,  when  it  published 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Paine  to  the  people  of  FfnacCy 
at  the  time  that  that  honorary  member,  or 
occasional  visitor,  call  lum  which  you  will,  of 
the  Constitutional  Society,  became  a  member 
of  the  French  Convention  ?  This  is  an  im- 
portant fact — he  was  at  that  lime,  or  was 
about  to  become,  upon  hiii  own  principles  a 
member  of  that  National  Convention,  which 
his  co-associates  'ix\  ,tbe  Conj^litutional  So* 
ciety,  FrcMfcand  Bariow,  were  afterwards  to 
address. 

Gentlemen,  the  passages  in  this  book  are 
not  to  be  misunderstood,  and  why  the  Cor- 
responding  Society  published  this  book  in 
England,  or  why  the  society  for  Constitutional 
Information  published  the  other  book  iii  Eng- 
land, except  for  the  purpose  of  its  1iainng|*an 
effect  in  lUi'^land,  and  not  in  Prance,  is  a 


the  frequency  of  the  occasion  for  the  applica-  question  thai  the  counsel  fur  the.  gentlem^ui 
tion  of  the  law  of  England  makes  the  law  of  |  nave  not  even  ventured  to  state,  flivwh  law  to 


discuss.  Now,  gentlemen,  you  will  find  tliat 
they  stale  here  thus — "  \V  hen  those  contra- 
dictions  shall  be  removed,  and  the  constitu- 
tion  be  made  confurmable  to  the  declaralion 
of  ri;;lits."  "  When  the  bagatelles" — now 
liuhe  are  the  publications  ot  men  well  at- 
tached to  monarchy  in  Great  Britain—**  when 
tlie  liagalellcs  of  monarchy,  royalty,  regency, 
case  for  the  sake  of  an  argument,  which  one  :  and  hereditary  succession  shall  be  exposed, 
has  heard  in  almost  all  cases  of  libeb;  be  so  with  all  their  absurdities,  a  new  ray  of  lighi 
good  (as  it  is  said  in  such  cases  generally)  as  '  will  he  thrown  over  the  world,  and  the  Uevo- 
tu^  look  into  all  parts  of  these  books,  the  '  luUon  will  derive  new  strength  by  being  uni- 
Kights  of  Man,  part  the  fir^  and  second !  1  versally  nnderatood."  And  in  another  pas- 


England  a  dead  letter.   The  liberty  of  the 

{tress -must  be  under  due  animadversion  of  the 
aw;  it  must  not  be  under  more;  but  the  li- 
berty of  the  press  must  never  be  so  used  as 
that  by  the  frequency  of  the  lirentiuusnes'^ 
of  it,  it  shall  palsy  the  arn»  of  the  law,  and 
make  it  unequal  to  its  functions. 

Gentlemen,  is  this  all?  I  will  suppose  a 


Do  not  condemn  a  person  prosecuted  for  the  t  sage  it  is  stated—"  It  is  no  longer  the  paltry 
offensive  parts  of  a  work;  do  not  condemn  cause  of  king«,  or  this  or  that  indivi(1ual,  that 
him  for  parts,  for  upon  the  whole  he  meant  calls  Prauc|^and  her  armies  into  aitua,  it  is 
well.   There  are,  as  a  witness  had  told  you,  |  the  great  CMse  of  all,  it  is  the  esUblishmenI 

ofanewera,  that  shall  blot  despotism  from 
the  earth,  and  fix  on  the  lasting  principles  of 
peace  and  citisenship,  the  great  republic  of 
man."  France  was  fighting  for  liberty — for 
what?  For  herself f  No!  that  she  might 
carry  the  standard  of  libertv  into  all  nations; 
and  this  is  the  address  of  tne  Corresponding 


offensive  parts  in  the  Bible  :  is  a  man.  there- 
Iwre.  not  to  read  the  Bible?— you  must  cer- 
tainly Uke  the  whole  works  together,  and  I 
um  content  to  say  if,  looking  at  both  parts  of 
the  Rights  of  Man,  and  looking  at  them  at- 
tentively, you  can  have  any  doubt  of  their 
being  published  with  an  intent  to  affect  the 

luunarcb^  of  this  country,  that  then  the  de-  |  Society  to  the  people  of  France,  published  for 


fendMt  IS  to  have  the  benefit  of  every  part 

that  he  chooses ;  but  I  defy  you  to  find  an 
apology  for  printing  and  publishing  the  letter 
to  Mr.  Dundas,  which  state.",  in  the  most 
distinct  terms,  the  fdly,  absurdity,  and  non- 
sense of  hf  reditarv  monarchy  in  any  n.tuitrv, 
And  that  is  published,  and  you  obicrvt,  Irym 


the  benefit  of  the  people  of  Kngland.  ^ 
Why,  gentlemen,  this  is  precisely  in  cof^ 
rcspondence  "  with  what  Barlow  h  id  bren 
doing  upon  the  6th  of  October.  1  hi.s  is  pre- 
cisely what  Paine  foretold  in  his  Rights  ^ 
Man,  that  Mr.  Paine,  who  has  been  such  k 
friend  to  Great  Bauupi  and  TV^^)i|y^j||^ 
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^tes  that  he  endeavoured  to  get  an  nppor- 
tiuiU>'  to  come  over  from  America  to  Kn^- 
Und,  without  1>eing  known,  aod  to  remain  in 
aafcbr  till  he  couhi  ><.(-t  out  a  piiMicaliiMi  tliat 
should  op.ro  the  e^cs  ot  the  country  wilh  re- 
spect to  the  madness  and  stupidity  of  its  go- 
vernment; he  who  was  to  shuw  that  alt  wis 
government  was  stvipidity  and  mudnes9,  is  ; 
associated  a  member  of  this  Constitutional 
Society — and  it  is  the  uniform  language  of  all  i 
the  publications,  that  those  prim  ijiTc^,  the 
voalien^ble,  imprescriptible  urmuples  of  the  j 
Sigbts^f  Man,  neceasarily  lead  to  the  depo-  \ 
sition  of  a  king;  and,  with  thut  propuMtion  i 
distinctly  and  clearly  before  tiiem,  and  pub- 
lished by  them,  it  remains  yet  to  be  stated  to 
you  why  thow  fNibUcatioDs  were  circulated  in 
Great  Britnin. 

As  tu  w  hat  the  gentleman  at  the  bar  meant 
liy  a  National  Convention,  and  what  it  was 
to  do,  T  reft  r  you  a^ain,  without  going  through 
it.  to  the  letter  of  the  editor  uf  the  Patriot  at 
Sheffield,  and  to  the  answer  which  has  tiiat 
passage  in  it  about  monarchy  and  aristocracy, 
%vhicl)  has  bcrn  frequently  nK-ntioned  to  you; 
and  1  beg  also  to  refer  you  to  a  k  ttcr  sent  to 
the  Corresponding  Society,  the  ( ormexion  of 
this  gentleman  with  which,  1  think  I  have 
BKUSt  fully  e!>labh^hed ;  a  letter  from  Stock- 
port in  September,  ITOt,  that  Stoekfwrt,  the 
freemen  of  which  the  Lon"l(jn  Constitutional 
Society  state,  in  the  letter  of  the  9th  of  No- 
vember, to  be  fellow-labourers  with  them  in 
the  same  cause — in  the  cause  of  that  freedom, 
^hirh  was  to  destroy  the  vipers  monarchy 
ana  aristocracy.   What  do  tne  freemen  of 
Stockport  say  in  this  letter  to  U)e  London  ; 
Corresponding  Society  of  thf  "27 rh  of  Scplcn^t- 
her.  1798?  Why  they  say,  adverting  to  that  I 
paper  of  the  6th  of  August,  1792,  which  came  I 
from  the  Corresponding  Society,  and  with  re- 
spect to  wliich  the  j;cnt!p!Tian  at  tile  liar  had 
Men  consulted;  they  say  ilui  your  paper  of  . 
fbedth  of  Aunist,         does  not  rise  hi^h  | 
enough;  we,  freemen  of  Stockport,  wc  wish 
to  be  governed  by  no  power  that  has  not  been 
Immediately  cMUtituted  by  ourselves ;  they 
say  that  the  parliament  is  incompetent  to  th« 
work,  whilst  the  House  of  Lords  retains  its 
]>resent  authority  in  the  le^islaiurc,  and  while 
the  bench  of  bishops  retain  their  seats  in  the 
Bouse  of  Ix>r(ls.   Tiuy  say,  will  not  the  evils 
be  duue  away  all  at  once  by  a  convention, 
and  tben  the  answer,  which  is  written  in  the 
•imr^  month  of  November,  I  think,  from  the 
Corresponding  Society  by  Mr.  Margarot,  an 
associated  member  of  the  ('onstitutional  So- 
ciety, and  Hardy,  an  associated  member  of 
the' Constitutional  Society;  that  letter,  to 
which  also  I  beg  your  aUention  when  this 
case  is  summed  up,  it  states  to  these  per- 
•Ons— "  That  they  are  glad  to  finfl  thera  so 
Keaily  in  this  cause,  that  they  speak  out" — 
iSmt  IS  the  lan^iage  of  the  letter — "  as  far  as 
prudence  and  discretion  ^v^Il  ])crmit  them  to 
speak  out. — You  assure  us,''  say  thejr,  *'  that 
aomeroys  other  reforms  will  follow,  if  •  uni* 
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versal  repmentaUon  of  the  people  was  ob- 
tained." Numerous  other  reforms!  What 
other  r^rma  were  to  follow?  Why,  saytheso 

persons,  writing  to  the  Stockport  Society, 
'*  get  that,  and  all  the  other  reforms  that  you 
want  will  follow.  Point  your  object  to  that^ 
that  is  as  much  as  we  can,  in  prudence  and 
discretion,  at  present  dcrhrc;  and  otir  ad- 
dresses," they  say  "  are  stated  iu  as  strong 
language  as  we  can  now  venture."  Now  what 
was  the  strong  language  which  tliey  could 
then  ventiu^  i"  Why,  neither  more  nor  less 
than  this— that  they  would  seek  no  redress  of 
the  king,  that  they  wouM  sr^k  no  redress  of 
the  parliament,  but  that  they  would  .-eek  re- 
dress in  their  own  societies. 

Gentlemen,  it  was  tarthor  necesatlY  to 
teach  in  Great  Britain  what  was  meant  bv  a 
convention  of  the  people. — ^The  people  of  this 
country  are  extremely  wedded  to  the  consti- 
tution under  which  we  live.   Opinion  is  the 
great  support  of  this  government,  as  it  is^  of 
every  otner,  and  we  have  formed  our  opinioa 
upon  the  experience  of  ages.    I  say  for  my. 
self,  as  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  I  hope  I 
shall  be  in  my  grave  before  w  e  purt  with  the 
benefit  of  that  eiperience.    I  beUcvc,  gentle* 
men,  that  most  of  the  individuals  ^v'u)  !iave 
been  misled  to  form  the  Scotch  Convention, 
and  to  meditate  another  eonvention  by  the 
effects  of  resolutions,  and  circular  letters,  and 
mcftincTs  in  the  open  air,  and  a  great  many 
other  liiiugs,  that  my  friends  have  not  ven- 
tured totute  notice  of  in  this  great  cnu^e; 
I  bclifve,  gentlemen,  they  would  once  havo 
said  with  rac,  may  we  all  be  in  our  graves 
before  this  change  of  system  shall  take 
l  l  jn^  !  That  there  are  cvds  in  tlic  govern- 
meiil  of  the  country,  no  man  will  deuy ;  but 
that  they  were  felt  in  that  extent,  in  which 
the  country  societies  have  been  tau[;ht  to  feel 
them,  and  in  which  the  country  societies  have 
been  instructed  to  teach  others  to  believe 
them,  I  do  not  believe ;  and  I  refer  you  to  the 
letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Patriot,  as  a  proof 
that  tliis  country  would  have  been,  in  its 
union  of  sentiments,  undoubtedly  the  happiest 
eounlrv  in  tin-  wurli!.  a>  I  believe,  in  fact,  rt 
Still  is,  notwithstanding  the  propagation  of 
these  doctrines,  if  these  doctrines  had  not 
been  propagated  with  that  art,  which  makes 
the  power  of  the  law  tinequal  to  the  mtschicfa 
which  are  commiLleU  a^amst  it.   You  would 
have  seen,  but  for  this,  little  of  the  trans- 
actions, the  nature  and  tendency  of  wliich  wc 
are  discussing  licre  lliis  day. — It  was  neces- 
sary to  work  down  by  art  the  love  and  affec- 
tion of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  for  their 
constitution,  not  of  those  friends  to  limited 
representation  living  ia  London,  that  enlist 
all  men  alike,  or  tne  society  at  Stuck  port, 
tlial  will  lake  no  eovernmenl  but  what  their 
society  constituted,  but  of  men  in  other  place^ 
whom  they  associated  with  themselves,  and 
who  had  duvibls  and  fears  about  their  views, 
who  ask  theni  if  they  mean  to  pluck  of  mo- 
narchy by  th«  roots— 1»  auch  men  it  nu  w. 
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ccssary  to  hold  a  dark,  cautious,  itiysterious 
language— to  others,  who  desire  to  be  satis- 
tied,  it  was  necessary  to  state  nothing  openly, 
but  to  say,  get  only  this  representation,  and 
all  will  be  right ;  and,  in  short,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  put  together,  if  I  may  so  express  my- 
aclt,  into  the  coach  that  is  to  go  to  Hounsluw, 
and  beyond  Ilounslow,  all  sorts  of  men,  some 
to  get  out  short  of  Hounslow,  some  to  go  to 
Ilounslow,  some  to  another  place,  and  some 
to  the  end  of  the  journey.  For  the  purpose 
of  carrying  their  project  into  execution,  they 
enlist  all  men,  of  all  scnlimcnis,  with  respect 
to  government,  and,  at  a  hazard,  the  extent  of 
winch  they  see.  Do  they  not  do  these  things 
I  desire  of  you  to  determine,  when  you  come 
to  do  that  j\istice  which  you  are  to  do  vour 
country,  and  the  gentleman  at  the  bar,  who  is 
an  essential  part  of  your  country,  and  whose 
country,  upon  this  occasion,  you  are — Do 
they  not  do  these  things,  resolved  to  carry 
their  projpct,  even  if  it  was  a  more  limited 

E reject,  into  execution,  though  it  could  not 
e  done  without  the  hazard  of  enabling  others 
to  eftectuale  farther  purposes,  whicli  they 
would  now  disavow.    SVhcn  the  coach  had 
got  to  Hounslow,  this  gentleman,  perhaps, 
might  not  be  able  to  get  out;  when  he  had 
driven  other  persons  in  the  coach  there,  the 
persons  in  the  coach  might  have  driven  him 
farther  ;  but  I  do  not  see  that  it  is  a  sufficient 
excuse  for  a  man's  going,  apparently  for  a 
common  purpose,  with  others  to  Hounslow, 
"who,  he  knew,  intended  to  go  a  great  deal 
farther — that  he  had,  in  his  own  mind,  an  in- 
tention to  stop  there — One  exertion  of  the 
art  1  have  spoken  of,  was,  to  take  care  that 
the  character  of  a  convention  should  be  taught 
in  England.    They  have  toKl  you,  on  the  0th 
of  August,  1792,  that  they  were  to  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  parliament— that  is  the 
eti'ect  of  the  evidence— they  have  addressed 
the  National  Convention  in  France :  they 
have  received  an  answer  from  the.  president 
of  the  National  Convention,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances I  have  mentioned  :  if  these  ad- 
dresses meant  nolhing  with  respect  to  Eng- 
land, what  are  we  to  say  with  respect  to  their 
transactions,  as  far  as  they  relate  to  citizen 
Barrere,  to  citizen  St.  Andr<,  to  citizen  Ro- 
land, to  those  two  entries  in  the  Constitu- 
tional Society's  book,  where  they  state  the 
speech  of  Barrere  and  St.  Andr^,  as  given  in 
the  Monileur,  I  think,  of  the  4th,  3th,  6th, 
and  7lh  of  July.    I  ask  now,  for  I  have  not 
heard  it  stated,  what  was  the  purpose  of  this. > 
What  object  could  the  Constitutional  Society, 
wluch  has  done  all  those  acts,  with  respect 
to  a  National  Convention,  have  in  view  by 
this?  Did  tliosc  who  came  to  this  resolution, 
and  not  only  came  to  it,  but  who  ordered  this 
resolution  to  be  printed  in  the  public  newspa- 
crs,  did  they  mean  any  thing  by  it,  or  nothing? 
f  they  meant  any  thing  by  it,  I  should  be  ex- 
cessively glad  that  human  ingenuity  would 
tell  mc  what  it  was  that  they  aid  mean  by  it, 
tut  lu  draw  iho  attention  of  the  public  tu  the 
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nature  of  that  convention,  which  they  them- 
selves were  to  speak  of,  and  hereafter  to  in* 
stitute  in  different  parts  of  this  kingdom* 
Gentlemen,  I  cannot  believe,  because  how  is 
it  possible  ?  I  am  sure,  if  it  were  possible,  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  state  it  to  you,  to  say 
to  you,  that  calling  t^e  public  attention,  to 
what  I  am  now  going  to  mention  to  you,  is 
consistent  with  any  of  those  passages  between 
1780  and  1789,  that  you  have  heard  of  in 
the  transactions  of  the  gentleman  at  the  bar. 
You  will  give  me  leave,  when  I  slate  to  you 
that  I  know  not  how  to  reconcile  them,  to  beg 
that  you  will  attempt  to  do  it  on  the  part  of 
the  gentleman  at  the  bar. 

Gentlemen,  you  observe  that  the  resolution 
for  admitting  citizen  St.  Andre  into  the  Con- 
stitutional Society,  has  been  produced  in  the 
hand-writing  of  Mr.  Tooke.    You  will  recol- 
lect also,  that  not  one  single  individual  of  the 
Constitutional  Society  has  been  called  to  you 
to  explain  this  transaction.     Now  these 
speeches  contain  two  things ;  they  contain 
first,  a  discussion  of  that  principle  of  the  law 
of  England,  the  inviolability  of  a  king,  that 
is  to  say,  the  constitution  of  this  country  has 
in  it  a  principle,  which  holds  that  the  king 
can  do  no  wrong,  making  other  persons  in 
every  exercise  of  the  power,  which  he  has 
under  the  constitution,  responsible  for  the  ad- 
vice which  tliey  give  him.    Our  constitution 
has  held  the  king  inviolable.  I  ask  you,  why 
was  the  public  attention  to  ba  drawn  to  a 
French  newspaper,  containing  a  discussion 
upon  the  fully  and  absurdity  ot  the  inviolabi- 
lity of  a  king  ?  I  ask  also  if  it  was  the  purpose 
of  these  persons,  and  particularly  of  tlic  gen- 
tleman at  the  bar,  that  there  should  be  a 
meeting  of  delegates  in  this  country  to  in- 
fluence parliament,  and,  through  tlic  organ  of 
parliament,  to  bring  about  a  refurm  in  the 
government  of  the  country? — Whether  tliat 
inlluence  was  due  influence  or  whether  undue 
influence,  I  should  be  glad  to  ask  you,  when 
you  come  to  attend  to  this  passage,  with  such 
observations  as  you  will  hear  upon  it?  On  the 
last  trial  it  was  stated,  and  felt  as  fit  that  it 
should  be  understood,  that  the  prisoner,  then 
tried,  could  not  be  answerable  for  the  French, 
so  much  as  came  from  France,  whicli  was 
not  translated,  and  which  he  could  not  under- 
stand, that  he  could  not  be  answerable  for  it, 
as  the  gentleman  must  be  answerable,  upon 
whose  motion  these  things  are  adopted  :  I  ask 
you  for  what  purpose  the  public  attention  was 
to  be  called  to  the  nature  of  a  National  Con« 
vention  ?  And  now,  gentlemen,  I  will  read  to 
you  what  it  is  that  the  attention  of  tlie  people 
of  England  is  called  to  by  this  address,  in 
January,  1793. — '*  The  people  of  Paris,  b/ 
making  a  holy  insurrection  against  the  king/* 
— a  very  odd  thing,  to  make  a  holy  insurrec- 
tion against  the  king — **  on  the  lOlh  of  Au- 
gust, deprived  him  of  his  character  of  inviola- 
bility ;  the  people  of  the  other  departments 
applauded  this  insurrection,  and  adopted  the 
result  of  it ;  the  people  have,  therefore,  al- 
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ready  interposed  to  destroy  the  royal  inviola- 
bility.— Louis  was  invested  by  Uie  tacit  con- 
■ent  of  the  people  inth  a  constitutional  Invio- 
lability; their  tacH  consent  has  deprived  him 
of  the  same,  and  i«,  tliereforc,  as  lawful  as  the 
grant  of  it.  The  inviolability  of  the  kinj;  can- 
not be  absolute,  it  is  only  relative,  and  for  the 
end  of  maintainin;^  the  indcpnidcncp  of  the 
constituted  authorities."  Now  of  what  earthly 
me  eoidd  it  be  tlwt  the  people  of  England 
should  be  taught  this  with  respect  to  the  king 
of  France  ?  Of  what  earthly  use  could  it  be 
that  the  attention  of  the  i»eopIe  of  England 
aboiild  be  called  to  this  fwctrine  ?  Certainly 
it  is  not  to  be  stated  in  a  cotirt  of  law  in  this 
country,  as  consistent  with  the  law  of  England, 
that  they  should  be  taught  these  principles. 
To  whnni  w^ro.  thry  tn  apply  it  }  Were  they 
to  co-operate  in  establistiiog  the  inviolability 
of  the  king  of  France?  Were  they  to  assist  in 
the  holy  insurrections,  which  had  amounted 
to  what  is  called  a  tacit  repeal  of  this  inviola- 
btli^?  What  is  the  puroose  of  this  genlle- 
inan,  but  to  tell  the  people,  who  are  to  meet 
in  that  National  Convention,  which  I  shall 
insist  upon  presently,  it  ij  perfectly  clear  be- 
fi>re  you  upon  the  evidence,  was  what  those 
persons  meant  to  rail  together  in  England, 
and,  in  fact,  had  called  together  in  Scotland, 
to  the  most  serious  alarm  of  the  country  (1 
•enously  doubt  whether  any  man  in  this  court 
this  day,  sitting  under  the  commission  of  the 
king  of  Enjjland,  if  that  body  had  been  suf- 
ferm  to  sit  in  Scotland,  I  speak  the  sentiment 
that  fell  from  the  Court  upon  the  last  cause, 
would  liave  been  suffered  to  remain  in  a  capa- 
to  try  these  csttses)  to  tell  those  people 
that  if  the  convention,  wherever  called,  found 
it  necessary  to  carry  its  purposes  into  effect, 
even  hy  holding  the  king  violabie,  they  were 
to  con:?ider  themselves  as  being  in  that  state 
of  holy  insurrection,  that  would  justify  them 
in  the  hame  measures,  which  the  Constitu- 
tiooal  Society,  by  recommendine  those  people 
to  their  notice,  ^ay  was  juslifiable  in  France. 

What  is  the  idea  of  the  gentleman,  taking 
llda  paper  to  contain  his  idea,  of  a  conven- 
tion? And  see  how  far  it  is  consistent  with 
the  idea  of  applying  to  parliament,  either  duly 
or  unduly  influencing  parliament,  how  farit 
does,  or  not,  fall  in  within  the  principle,  the 
rule  of  c<itnluct  laid  down  in  the  London  Cor- 
respond uig  Society's  address  of  the  6th  of 
August,  1793 ;  that  they  are  not  to  apply  to 
parTianicnt,  but  to  depend  upon  themselves? 
ilow  far  it  falls  in  with  that  National  Con- 
ireition,  and  I  beg  your  attention  to  it,  which, 
'aeoording  to  the  'ioth  of  January,  was  to  re- 
dress itself  by  its  own  laws,  and  not  by  the 
laws  of  its  enemies,  plunderers,  and  oppres- 
sors ;  for  so  it  represented  the  leeblature  of 
this  country  to  be.  Hear  the  words  which  he 
recomroeoded  to  the  attention  of  the  j^eople 
•f  England-^  A  convention  is  a  constituent 
||odjf  \  that  is  a  body  that  is  to  make  a  con- 
ntuUoD  for  the  people  ;  a  legislature  makes 
jkws  undc^aAcstablished constitution j  and, 
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in  eonformitv  to  it,  it  is  despotism  when,  in 
the  ordinary  and  permanent  establishment  of 
a  state,  there  is  no,  separation  of  ])owers;  but 
it  is  of  the  very  essence  of  a  constituent  body 
to  concentre,  for  the  time,  all  antiiority  ;  it  is 
the  very  nature  of  a  National  Convcnlion  to 
be  the  temporary  Image  df  the  nation,  to  unite 
in  itself  all  the  power  of  the  slate,  to  employ 
them  against  the  enemies  of  liberty,  and  to 
distribute  them  in  a  new,  social  compact, 
called  a  consiiiutioii." 

Gentlemen,  this  is  not  an  actual  publica- 
tion of  this  paper,  but  a  species  of  publication 
of  this  paper.  And  is  not  this  a  publication 
of  the  same  nature  as  those  book?,  which  hold 
parliament  incompetent  to  make  a  constitu- 
tion ?  Is  it  not  the  substance  of  those  acts  of 
the  Cou'-lilulional  Society,  which  had  recom* 
mended  a  convention  for  the  purpose  of  form* 
ing  that,  which  these  works  have,  over  and 
I  over  again,  asserted  does  not  exist  in  this 
[  country,  a  constitution  ?  Is  it  not  giving  to  the 
I  people  of  England  tiie  character  of  that  coij- 
I  yention,  which  is  alike  in  its  principles  and 
its  constitulicjn,  tn  that,  which  had  been  re- 
1  commended  in  everv  book  that  they  had  pub- 
lished f  You  will  nnd  it  is  consistent  with 
every  act  they  had  done,  both  with  respect  to 
Scotland,  and  also  with  ro^pect  to  England^ 
up  to  the  month  of  April,  1794. 

Gentlemen,  there  is  evidence  before  you 
which,  when  it  omes  to  be  stated,  I  would 
likewise  desire  your  must  serious  attention 
to,  Imesnthe  letters  which  passed  bet we«ft 
January  1793,  and  the  16th  of  April,  1793, 
,  and  subsequent  periods,  prior  to  the  formation 
'  of  the  Scotch  Convention ;  they  deserve,  gen- 
tlemen, all  the  attention  which  can  be  tlue 
from  a  jury  of  the  country  to  any  subject  that 
,  deserves  the  attention  of  the  country,  and  of 
a  jury,  in  whose  verdicts,  after  all  that  we 
I  have  to  say  about  the  constitution  of  the 
I  country,  in  and  bv  whose  verdicts  that  con- 
stitution lives  and  breathes,  and  has  its  being. 
!  They  never  therefore  can  be  spoken  of  too 
:  respectfully,  and  feeling  thus  of  the  high 
character  of  the  functions  that  you  are  by- 
and-by  to  discharge,  I  am  sure  that,  in  a  case 
of  great  importance  to  my  country,  you  will 
allow  mc  to  go  through  it  if  I  can,  calling  for 
your  active  attention  to  it 

Gentlemen,  petitions  were  sent  to  parlia- 
ment, to  that  parhumeut,  to  which,  upon  the 
6th  of  August,  1799,  the  Corresponning  So* 
ciely,  modified  as  before  stated  by  the  pri- 
soner, had  said  it  was  m  vain  to  resort— not 
only  in  vain  to  resort,  but  not  consistent  with 
their  principles  tn  resort-^thiil  parliament^ 
which  was  incompetent  to  do  the  work  which 
they  were  to  do;  to  form  that,  which,  they 
asserted,  did  not  exist  in  Great  Britain;  a 
constitution — What  do  they  do?  You  will 
find  a  great  variety  of  letters,  and  1  beg  your 
particiuar  attention  fo  those  letters,  from 
various  sf>cieties,  desiring  to  know  what  was 
to  be  done  about  petitions.  Attend  to  the 
subbtance  and  effect  of  them  all,  and  I  will  not 
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waste  yom  time  by  going  into  the  particulars ; 
tbej  contain  such  toul  aspersions  upon  aris- 
tocracy, upon  the  higher  orders  of  hfc,  th:it, 
upon  my  word,  ouocau  hardly  read  them  with- 
out shuddering;  but  they  say  distinctly^  in 
more  than  one  or  two  of  them,  "  What  is  it 
that  we  are  to  do?  Sliali  we  pelitioa  the  kiog? 
No!  That  Is  fruitless— ShaH  we  go  to  pariift- 
incnt  ^  No  !  wc  are  an  oppressed  people,  and 
won't  go  to  parliament :  bhall  wc  liave  a  con- 
Tention }  That  is  the  thing  to  which  we  look, 
when  the  people  thaUhate  beoome"  mark 
the  words  virtuoos  and  couiattous  enough 
to  hold  iu" 

Gentlemen,  they  have  before^  in  various 
letters,  stated,  and  I  beg  your  attention  to 
that  too,  that  it  was  to  he  done  by  their  own 
•Irengtb— that  it  was  to  be  done  by  iuiitaling 
the  valour  of  their  forefathers — ^that  it  was  to 
be  done  by  moving  on  in  one  united  compact 
system  of  atTdialed  clubs,  till  England,  lor 
that  is  the  expression  from  Sheffield,  till  Eng- 
land shall  become  free,  as  France  lias  become 
free ;  till  these  societies  shall  spread  trom  city 
to  city,  from  town  to  town,  from  village  to 
village,  from  hamlol  to  hamlet,  till  they  cover 
the  whole  face  of  this  sea-eirt  isle.   Then  it 
Is  that  the    Nero's  of  the  day,'*  as  one  of  the 
Jetters  says,  shall  fliy  before  their  oppressed 
subjects — then  if  i?,  say  thry,  that  wr  will  tell 
you,  for  sucli  is  the  import  of  another  letter, 
(and  the  only  letter,  that  the  counsel  for  the 
prisoner  ventured  to  observe  upon,  in  the 
whole  course  of  the  year  1792),  then  it  is 
that  K  will  be  time  enough  for  us  to  tell 
you  (while  we  give  you  advice,  in  the  mean 
time,  not  to  talk  about  ripping  up  monarchy 
by  the  roots,  not  to  mention,  in  the  uicaa 
time,  monarchy  or  democracy,  but  to  speak 
of  nothing  but  representation  of  the  people  in 
jurliament,  words,  give  me  leave  to  say,  that 
occur  in  the  statutes  of  this  land,  in  the  time 
of  the  fcpublic ;  words  which  are  equally  satis- 
fied by  a  House  of  Commons,  in  parliament 
assembled,  for  such  is  the  legal  phrase  given 
to  the  House  of  Commons  in  parliamcnL  in 
the  lime  of  Cromwell,  and  equally  salisfircl  by 
a  House  of  Commons  coexistuig  with  a  House 
of  Lords,  and  a  king,  which  could  form  no 
part  of  a  system  agreeable  to  the  Ri:;hls  of 
Man)  then  u  is,  say  they,  that  we  will  ^peak 
out,  as  the  Sheffield  paper  informs  ^vou,  with 
a  voice  that  will  be  like  the  thunder'iin;s  from 
Mount  Sinai,  then  we  sliall  tell  the  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eight  tenllemen,  in  Si.  Ste- 
phen's clupel,  to         about  their  business. 
This  is  tlieir  lan.:na.jr,  and  yet,  forsooth,  this 
is  not  a  conspiia«  y  mat  was  to  act  by  force  I 
Tou  will  see  presently  whether  it  was  a  coo* 
spiracv  to  act  by  force  !  Give  me  leave  to  tell 
vou,  that  t^ia(  mind  is  out  capable  of  stating 
ideas  with  precision  to  those  to  whom  It  ao- 
dresses  itself,  that  can  find  a  distinction  be- 
tween a  cou»  pi  racy  avuwedly  formed  for  acting 
1>y  force,  anu  a  conspiracy  lu  bring  togeilicr  a 
body  of  people  determined  to  carry  tlieir  ob- 
i«ct|  »ad  whirb  must  At  l«ik  ict  with  f  fanoc. 


TM  qfJokn  Home  Tooke  [596 

or  desert  its  object.  Theeonventa,  helmew, 

must  act  with  force^jand  could  not  accomplish 
its  project,  unless  it  acted  witli  force.  The 
legislature  of  the  country  could  not,  he  knew, 
permit  it  to  execute  its  purpose ;  and,  if  it  was 
determined  to  accomplish  its  object,  it  must 
act  Willi  force.  Those,  who  would  have  gone 
farther  m  the  execution  of  his  projects,  than 
he  chose  to  do,  must  act  with  force  :  and  he 
is  answerable  for  enabling  them  so  to  do. 
Their  project  of  petitioning  parliament  was  a 
project  merely  to  insult  it,  and  to  insult  it 
for  the  purpose  of  making  it  the  instrument, 
making  even  parliament  the  orean  and  the 
tnttrament  of  circulating  libels  Uumigh  the 
country. 

It  is  avowed,  in  the  letter  of  the  16ih  April, 
—for,  even  hi  this  very  letter  they  say,  •«  as 
to  applying  to  the  king,  that  is  futile "  ap- 
plying to  parliament,  that  is  acting  like  au 
oppressed  and  subdued  people." — It  is  avowed 
in  this  letter,  that  they  must  look  (and  here 
the  idea  is  correctly  slated,  as  early  as  the 
16th  of  April,  1793)  that  they  must  look  to 
a  convention,  by  which,  says  the  Constitii- 
lional  Society,  wc  sunposc  you  mean  a  con- 
vention of  persons,  wno  are  to  do  what  par* 
liament  will  not  do;  a  convention  of  persons 
from  these  societies  to  do  that  work,  and  to 
give  that  rcdn-ss,  whicii  neither  the  ki  jg,  nor 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  would,  nor, 
according  to  them,  were  competent  to  do,  or 
to  give.  Is  that  letter,  that  was  produced  by 
that  gentleman,  the  hasty  fruit  of  an  ill  con- 
sidered measure  f  No,  you  will  find  that  they 
write  to  all  ijiese  societies  in  the  conntry  upon 
the  suhi(  ( f  :  the  letter  has  been  read,  and  will 
be  read  again.  They  beat  up  for  subscriptions 
to  this  project  of  a  convention,  which  they 
had  then  in  contemplation,  upon  the  6th  of 
August,  1799,  and  the  idea  of  which  they  had 
been  endeavouring  to  propagate,  by  the  ad* 
dress  to  the  National  Convention,  in  f)clobcr. 
They  l»eat  up  for  subscriptions  to  this  prqject 
of  petitioning  parliament,  for  no  other  pui^ 
pose,  but  to  induce  the  subjects  of  this  coun* 
try  to  think  upon  the  subject  of  a  convention, 
by  which  the  society  are  to  right  ihciubelves. 
Things  were  going  on  at  an  immense  rate ; 
for  it  is  surprising,  when  one  comes  to  look 
at  these  letters  (and  if  the  centleman  is  en* 
titled  to  any  benefit  from  ^e  circumstance, 
that  there  are  a  great  many  people  liable  to 
prosecutions,  he  is  entitled  to  much  from  it), 
to  what  an  immense  extent  well-meaning 
men  were  drawn  into  (I  do  not  know  what  ta 
call  il)  llie  practice;  for  I  abominate  using  a 
^  harsh  word,  upon  any  occasion ;  drawn  into 
j  the  practice  of  having  sham  petitions  stated^ 
and  sham  niuilons  made,  merely  to  be  over- 
ruled i  poor  ignorant  men^  tliat  arc  dear  to 
the  law  and  constitution  of  England,  but 
ought  to  be  treated  better,  l>ccause  they  arc 
dear  to  llie  law  and  cunstitulion  of  England. 
To  see  so  many  persons,  in  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  embarked  by  false  reasoning  an^ 
aitil«e  in  this  pitgect,  I  piolMt  to  tibon  liitt 
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have  looked  into  the  state  of  this  husincss, 
aod  who  have  been  bound  by  the  discharge 
of  such  ft  duty,  as,  I  pray  God,  may  never  fail 
to  my  lot  again  to  look  into  it,  it  is  too  pain- 
ful to  see  to  what  an  exleni  this  mwlcatding 
sjstem  has  goDe. 

^  Genttenten,  ^ou  fiod  a  j;reat  number  of  so- 

cieties  at  Norwich ;  you  mid  an  extensive  fio- 
ciely  at  Sheffield ;  you  have  seen  that  society 
at  Sheffield  represented  as  containing  two 
thousand  nicnincrs ;  Rroomhrad  said  there 
were  not  uhuvc  six  hundred :  for  what  purpose 
were  they  represented  as  two  thoossnd! 
Why,  to  make  the  Norwich  people  believe 
there  vere  considerable  numbers  at  Slietfield. 
Hiey  state,  you  observe,  from  one  place  to 
tnottuT,  that  gramt  numbers  are  joining  them 
in  each  :  they  are  tauj^ht  to  believe,  that  great 
numbers  of  members  existed  in  places  where 
there  were  none,  and  that  the  numbers  were 
increased  in  other  places  when  they  had  re- 
ceived no  increase :  and  the  minds'  of  their 
•dherents  are  prepared  by  the  idea  of  their 
numbers  for  a  convention.  The  project  of  the 
Scotch  Convention  is  then  thought  of.  I  heg  [ 
here  your  attention  fur  u  moment,  to  the  so- 
ciety called  the  Friends  of  the  People,  because 
I  wish  to  put  you  cdinpletely  in  possession  of 
what  I  am  contending  lor ;  and  do  not  let  me 
be  understood  to  say,  I  am  not  saying  that 
societies  of  men  may  not  in  this  country  as- 
sociate, in  a  f^rcal  variety  of  ways,  to  bring 
^MHit  any  relorm  in  the  government  of  the 
country,  which  is  con-^istent  with  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution  and  the  law,  seeking  it  finally 
by  application  to  parliament,  1  cannot  un- 
ikrtne  to  define  the  degree  of  influence  they 
may  exert  over  tlie  mind  of  the  parliament. 
I  fiod  nothing  in  that  society  of  the  Friends 
cflhe  People  which  has  gone  too  flir,  unless 
it  should  happen  to  be  that  letter,  that  seems 
to  have  been  re  ad  cither  at  the  Globe-taTem 
•r  at  Chalk  tartn.  Stating  a  very  humble 
optelon  upon  that,  it  seems  to  me  to  have 
gone  rather  loo  far,  but  it  is  an  important  fact 
u  this  business,  that  these  gentlemen  in- 
fttmed  the  society  for  Constitutional  Infor- 
mation, so  early  as  May,  1792  ;  that  they 
could  not  but  look  upon  that  societv  as  going 
to  ^trf  dangerous  lencths ;  that  tiiey  thcm- 
seWes  meant  nothing  like  anarchy  «id  con- 
fusion, and  therefore  would  have  no  corres- 

r>ndence  with  them.  I  mention  the  fact,  as 
understand  it,  because  it  appears  to  me  not  * 
to  be  out  of  pLire  in  this  business,  to  mention 
another  thing,  namely,  to  show  how  these 
•odeties  are  made  the  tools  of  each  other.  In 
this  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People, 
naior  Cart wri^ht  mentioned,  that  one  thing 
h*a  been  carried  by  a  casting  vote ;  but  can  I 
illustrate  any  thins  better,  by  way  of  showing 
the  danwerou"*  tendency  of  these  things,  than 
to  itay,  that  if  it  had  been  carried  by  a  casting 
vote  the  other  way,  the  Friends  of  the  People 
fwould  have  been  holding  the  language  of  the 
Constitutional  Society  in  eflcct,  though  tliey 
tiecB  fating  all  correspondence  with 


A.  D,  179^*.  [338 

them.  I  would  not  mention  this,  but  it  leads 
me  to  a  circumstance  I  have  omitted  in  its 
proper  place,  as  it  respects  the  evidence,  as  it 
aflectsthe  gentleman  at  the  bar.  It  appears, 
gentlemen,  that  his  society  corresponded  with 
a  society  at  Sheffield ;  it  appears  that  the  So- 
ciety of  the  Friends  of  the  People  corres- 
ponded with  the  society  at  Sheffield:  upon 
the  2olh  of  May,  the  society  at  Slieffield  write 
a  letter,  which  has  been  prrauced  in  evidoBee^ 
and  which  has  likewise  the  correction  of  the 
prisoner  contained  in  it,  which  states,  that 
they  find  the  Frtends  of  the  People  are  not 
going  upon  the  Rights  of  Man ;  and  in  effect 
states,  they  will  nave  nothing  to  do  with 
them,  but  will  be  governed  in  tneir  connexion 
with  the  Friends  of  the  People,  to  the  extent 
that  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Informa- 
tion will  permit.  Why,  gentlemen,  does  not 
this  most  dearly  show,  that  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  In  formation  at  Sheffield  wis 
in  truth  an  engine  in  the  hands  of  the  Society 
fi)r  Constitutional  Information  in  Lond<yi,  and 
that  that  society  was  an  engine,  to  a  consi- 
derable extent,  in  the  tiands  of  the  gentleOMII 
at  the  bar,  has,  I  think,  been  proved. 

There  is  another  observation  this  leads  me 
to,  before  I  mention  again  the  Scotch  Con- 
vention ;  and  that  is  this — It  was  suggested 
in  the  outset,  by  the  eross-examination,  that 
the  gentleman  at  the  bar  was  re.tlly  but  a 
mere  visitor  to  the  Constitutional  Society. 
Now,  if  ttic  evidence  states  a  flat  contradic- 
tion to  that,  it  will  be  for  yoa  to  judge  with 
what  purpose  that  was  slated  ;  and  it  is  an 
extremely  remarkable  thins,  that  there  are 
very,  very  few  instances,  indeed,  to  be  found, 
though  extremely  numerous  were  the  times 
of  meeting  during  the  three  years  we  have 
been  talking  ot,  in  which  that  eentleman  was 
absent  from  this  society ;  and  1  am  sure,  after 
what  has  pa"i^ed  here,  I  shall  not  be  tiiought 
to  make  an  uncundid  remark,  when  I  iiay,  that 
the  accuracy  with  which  this  gentleman  re* 
members  transactiotis  which  riad  passed  in 
clubs  aud  societies  of  that  kind,  is  not  the 
least  remarkable  rircumstance  that  has  hap- 
pened in  the  course  of  tliis  cause.  You  will 
allow  me  also  to  say,  that  you  have  been 
told  that  the  fiinds  of  the  ConstitulioiMl 
Society  were  small;  tlutt  their  number  was 
not  many;  and  that  they  did  not  mean  to 
act  wiih  force.  ^Vhy,  gentlemen  of  the;  jury, 
till  those  circumstances  had  taken  place  in 
France  upon  which  the  gentleman  at  the  bar 
lias  been  acting  in  this  country,  this  sort  of 
thing  was  never  thought  of,  which  has  beoi 
the  project  meant  to  be  carried  into  execution 
ever  since  March,  17l>2.  It  was  not  by  the 
numbers  of  the  Constitutional  Society,  of 
whom  hardly  one  has  been  called  to  tell  you 
what  they  meant;  it  was  not  by  the  numbers 
of  any  other  unassoctated  society,  but  it  was 
by  the  strength  of  the  Corresponding  Society, 
consisting  ot  some  thousands — b^'  the  strength 
of  all  these  societies,  in  the  difiereot  parts  of 
the  kingdoiu,  tiiat  wg:e  to  be  afimed  aiid 
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associated  with  this  society,  that  the  objects 
of  tbb  abdety  were  to  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion, without  much  of  personal  hazard  to 
those  who  were  the  real  authors  of  the  plan 
that  was  in  agitalion^aiid  was  well  oigh  ripen- 
ing. When  I  say  "  well  nigh  ripeninj^,"  1 
use  their  own  language ;  for  you  will  find  that 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  j^ear  1793  they 
say,  that  when  they  can  act  with  the  valoitr 
of  their  forcfallicrs,  when  they  can  act  upon 
their  strength,  nod  when  the  time  shall  come, 
then  they  say  they  will  act  You  will  find 
tl  't  in  1703  aiul  1791  Ihcy  5ay  not  only  that 
tlie  tune  is  now  come,  but  tbcy  likewise 
that  the  time,  that  Is  now  come,  u  the  time 
In  which  they  must  act,  or  must  lose  the  op« 
pnrtunity  f»r  ever;  endeavouring;  again  to 
mislead  igaoriiui  men,  by  holding  a  language 
about  llcsisians  and  barbarians,  which  could 
mean  nothing  but  that  they  should  act  and 
resist  with  force. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  a  stn|!ultr  drcumstaoce, 
which  I  have  not  taken  notice  of,  and  which 
connects  itself  with  the  Scotch  Convention, 
that  these  affiliated  societies  in  the  country 
should,  all  at  once,  be  desirous  of  having  a 
connexion  with  the  society  in  London — the 
London  Correspooding  Society  ;  that  this  love 
of  parliamentary  reform,  as  it  is  called,  shoidd 

STOW  SO  ripe  in  the  country,  and  that  it  should  ! 
o  so  exactly  at  the  same  period  ail  over  the 
countrv ;  tfaiat  corresponding  ideas  should  be 
excited  in  every  part  of  the  country ;  that,  at 
the  same  iubtant,  in  March,  1793,  without 
any  management,  these  societies  should  con- 
nect themselves  with  the  Constitutional  So> 
ciety,  or  London  Corresponding  Society. 

Gentlemen,  it  has  been  contended  on  the 
other  side,  ttiat  this  gentleman  was  not  an« 
swerablc  for  t!ic  proccctliTn  .  of  the  Scotch 
Convention.  That  he  lived  ut  Wimbledon, 
mnd  not  in  Edinburgh,  is  an  undoubted  fact; 
but  I  that  it  is  distinctly  clear  upon  this 
evidence,  nnd  I  beg  your  attention  wljen  my 
lord  sums  it  up,  that  the  Constitutional  So- 
ciety in  London  with  the  Corresponding  So- 
ciety (Jk  mean  ahvays  lirre  those  individuals 
of  each  who  understood  their  project:  which 
of  them  understood  it  I  do  not  know,  but  it  is 
my  duty  to  submit  to  you,  as  I  do  most  con- 
fidently, that  the  gentleman  at  the  bar  did 
understand  ii) — it  is  distinctly  clear  that  the 
Scotch  Convention,  whatever  was  the  nature 
of  its  actions,  never  would  have  met  a  second 
time  to  commit  those  actions,  but  tlirough  the 
invitation  of  those  sodettes  in  London.  Is 
there  no  conncxicn  with  Skirving?  Is  there 
no  connexion  with  Gcrrald  f— Gerrald  was 
proposed  to  Uie  ConsUtutional  Society  by  IMr. 
Tooke.  There  is  no  connexion,  it  is  said,  be> 
Iween  Mr. Tooke  and  Sinclair-  it  is  impos- 
sible to  dcn^  the  Constitutional  bociely  was 
connected  with  Sinclair.  In  short,  it  is  said 
tlierc  is  no  connexion  with  this  thine  in  Scot- 
land. Hqv,  there  is  a  letter  of  Skirving's, 
which  is  in  erklciiee,  which  was  scat  up  to 
Ihe  ConsUttttumal  Socktjy  beiog  %  cimdar 


letter  that  he  scat  to  call  back  the  delegates. 
When  Margarot,  Gerrald,  and  ^nclair  got 
back  to  Scotland,  there  nl^o  was  another  let- 
ter to  the  London  Corresponding  Society,  in 
whkh  they  state  the  necessity  of  faavme  a 
convention,  in  order  to  bring  about  what  they 
call  a  union  of  the  two  nations;  a  reniark- 
able  effect,  to  be  sure,  of  a  convention  that 
was  merelv  to  petition  parliament.  Sinclair's 
corresponJence  comes  up  to  the  Constitutional 
Society,  his  letters  are  read  in  the  society, 
publications  are  ordered  in  the  newspapers 
respecting  his  letters,  and  ni^i"^nrcs  are  finally 
taken,  which  I  must  detail  presently  to  you, 
upon  this  subject.  Now,  here  I  ask  again,  if 
the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information 
was  surprised  into  this  measure  of  sending 
Sinclair  to  the  Scotch  Convention?  if  Mar- 
garot and  Gerrald,  who  were  deputies  from 
the  Ix)ndonCorreJ»ponding  Society,  had  really 
no  connexion  at  all  with  the  CoosUtutional 
Society,  and  went  without  the  privity  of  BIr. 
Tooke,  why  has  not  Hardy  been  asked  a 
question  to  prove  this }  You  are  told  of  the 
want  of  fund*!;  gentlemen,  you  will  give  me 
leave  to  :  y,  Uiatit  is  a  very  singular  circum- 
stance to  iiave  happened  in  Great  Britain,  that, 
by  the  mere  sending  down  to  Edinbureh  two 
such  persons  as  Margarot  and  Gerrald  frooi 
one  society,  and  Sinclair  from  another,  a  con- 
vention, cotisislmg  of  no  less  than  l&O  dele- 
gates, should  have  been  held  in  Great  Britain, 
which  not  only  du  liic  acts  that  I  am  going  to 
state  to  you,  hut  which,  it  has  been  state! 
and  piovcd  to  y(Mi,  distinctly  avow,  th*it  if 
they  could  get  a  convention  of  England  and 
Srotland,  thry  should  represent  above  a  ma- 
jority of  the  male  adults  of  the  kingdom. 
Great  solicitation  was  made  from  the  London 
Constitutional  Society  to  Leeds,  SlipfficM, 
Norwich,  and  other  places,  to  send  dele^tes 
to  ^e  Scotch  Convention.  If,  therefore,  these 
societies  sent  delegates  to  the  Scotch  Co^ 
vention,  the  sending  the^^e  delcfratpc  'Jw;^ 
anotlier  act  of  the  London  Constiiutionai  So- 
ciety. 

But  these  prions,  it  seems,  arc  represented 
to  you  as  meaning  nothing  more  than  to  act 
as  the  societies  in  the  years  1T80,  S789,  and 
17C5  acted,  namely,  to  jtetillon  parliament ! 
Gentlemen,  I  beg  vour  attention  to  their  pro- 
ceedings :  I  shall  be  able  to  btalc  them  iu  a 
very  narrow  compass ;  but,  as  they  are  vtiy 
important,  I  must  beg  leave  to  inform  you 
what  they  really  are.  In  this  couvcntioo, 
after  it  had  received  an  en<»uraging  visit  of 
the  delegates  from  London,  '^ku  vine,  speaking 
of  its  purpose,  as  being  to  establish  an  india- 
soluble  fraternity  between  the  two  nations, 
and  to  adopt  that  measure  (you  will  mark  his 
words)  "  which,  at  this  awful  period,  may 
have  a  tendency  to  save  the  country/'  it  an* 
pears  that  Margarot  represents-*^  That  tna 
societies  in  London  were  veiy  numerous 
thoi^  sometimes  fluctuating;  in  some  parts 
of  England  whole  towns  are  r^or^aers;  tH 
Sheflield  and  it&cBviniiis  thive  araXl^MOw* 
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So  lie  represents  that — "  In  Norwich  there 
arc  thirty  societies  in  one  :  if  wr  ccnlfl  get  a 
Coaveotioa  of  England  and  bcotland  called, 
we  might  represent  six  or  seven  hundred 
tt  ouHand  males,  which  is  a  majority  of  all  the 
adulis  lu  the  kiogdoro."  They  then  proceeded 
upun  a  plan  of  general  union  and  co-operation 
betfrecD  the  two  nations ;— upon  a  plan  of 
oTganiration.  They  met  lirst  ut  a  place  called 
Cvnveulion  liall,  and  then  they  moved  (and 
to  this  I  will  beg  your  particular  attention) 
that  the  Convention  should  from  thenceforth 
be  styled  "  A  Convention  of  the  People." 
Now,  I  venture  to  assert  thai  >uu  may  ran- 
sack all  the  proceedings  that  have  been  al> 
ludcd  to  in  this  cause,  from  the  beirinning  to 
the  end,  and  that  no  bod)  u\  mtu  ever  ven- 
tured to  call  themselves,  what  these  people 
called  themselves,  "  A  ConiCTition  of  the 
Pet^lc/  which  is  a  National  Convention  of 
tint  species  which  was  to  overrule  the  legis- 
lature in  every  country  in  which  it  was  held. 
Then  tbev  divide  themselves  into  sections — 
they  diviae  tlje  country  into  departments — 
they  appoint  provincial  conventions — they 
receive  patriotic  donations ;  and  then  there 
is  ^not  entered  into  their  minutes)  that  reso- 
hitioo,  which  has  been  somewhtt  commented 
upon,  and  which  I  state  to  you  to  be  a  very 
strange  things  but  which  is  of  infinite  im- 
poitance  in  this  cause,  because  I  tidte  it  to  be 
a  clear  proof  that  the  convention,  which  was 
afterwards  to  meet  in  England,  was  to  act 
with  force,  in  case  they  were  resisted  in  the 
execution  of  their  projects.  Gentlemen,  I 
shall  have  to  call  your  attention,  by-and-by, 
to  the  fifth  resolution  of  the  proceedings  at 
Chalk-fann,  for  which  I  contend,  before  you, 
tliat  the  gentleman  at  ihc  bar  is  responsible ; 
and  when  you  connect  all  that  passed  in  the 
SeotchCdnventioD— what  passed  upon  the  l7tb 
of  January — what  passed  upon  the  20th  of 
January — what  passed  upon  the  2ltfi  of 
January  i  when  you  connect  the  circular  let- 
ter of  Hardy — the  meetings  in  the  open  air 
at  different  places,  that  I  h  we  to  mention  to 
jrou ;  and  when  vou  connect  the  proceedings 
upon  the  14th  or  April  at  Chalk-nrm,  I  say 
that  it  is  not,  according  to  the  iiuture  of  evi- 
dence, that  the  effect  of  it  should  be  less  than 
this — that  they  meant  a  convention  to  super- 
sede the  legislature  of  the  countiy,  ana  l» 
carry  thai  prqjea  by  force  if  it  were  neoe^ 
sary. 

Gentlemen,  this  resolution,  which  has  been 
prodaced  to  yon,  is  in  the  handwiitlne^  of  Mr. 
Sinclair,  the  delegate  from  the  CuoaUtuiional 
Soeiety ;  and  I  observe  that  the  gentleman 
who  addressed  you  last,  for  the  gcnilcman  at 
the  bar,  wa"*  oblitrpd  to  «:ny,  that  this  was 
really  nothing  mure  thaii  aumiention  to  resist 
fome  one  act  of  the  legislature,  such  as  was 
specified  in  these  resolutions.  But,  before  I 
comment  upon  it,  I  desire  distinctly  to  saj 
this,  that  ir  the  delegates  of  the  Cooslitti- 
ticnal,  or  the  Corr(  S|H hiding  Society,  liavc 
gone  one  wliit  farther  in  their  actions  in  that 
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convention  than  wis  agieeabte  to  fheir  in-. 

structions,  their  actions  arc  not  actions  for 
which  the  gentleman  at  tlie  bar  is  responsible, 
unless  you  can  be  satisfied  that  he  has  sub- 
sequently Hiiupltd  them,  approved  them,  and 
has  gone  on  in  England  to  do  acts  of  the  same 
nature. 

In  the  convention  tliey  stand  up  and  join 
hir!f!«,  and  plrtl^'f"  themselves  to  <tand  or  fall 
ijaud-m-iiand;  and  this  is  resembled,  or  at- 
tempted to  be  resembled,  to  the  case  of  per- 
sons meeting  at  Willis's,  ur  some  other  room, 
upon  an  election,  where  they  arc  meaning  to 
support  the  interest  of  a  candidate  afler  he 
shall  become  a  representative  in  parliament 
according  to  the  constitution  of  England :  ^ 
learned  "entleman,  who  sits  bv  rae,  is  sup- 
posed to  nave  proposed  (and  I  know  no  man 
more  likely  to  have  done  such  a  tiling  at  a 
p&rticular  period  of  the  day) — to  have  pro- 
p<>sed,  from  the  genoosity  of  his  heart,  to 
join  hands,  and  plrdge  himself  and  others  to 
support  their  candidate.  Now,  do  attend  for 
a  moment  to  the  difference  of  the  objects; 
and  give  me  leave  to  ask  you  a  question,  for 
I  willasscrt  nothing  about  it— What  mtist 
be  the  persuasion  ot  the  mind,  wiUi  respect 
to  the  nature  of  this  act,  of  that  gentleman, 
who  find-  it  necessary  to  resemble  such  an 
act  as  this,  because  it  was  attended  with  such 
a  circumstance  as  that,  to  such  an  act  as  that 
which  I  have  been  speaking  of,  as  having 
taken  place  at  Willis's  room  ?  They  say — • 
"  Resolved,  That  the  following  dcclarutioa 
and  resolutions  be  inserted  at  the  end  of  our 
minutes  "  You  will  permit  me  to  tell  you  that 
they  were  not  inserted  in  the  minutes — thai 
there  was  a  reason  for  it— they  were  too  dai»» 
gcrcus  lo  be  in  verted  in  the  minutes  of  this  con- 
vention; but  1  will  show  you  that  they  w^re 
communicated  hither— ^  That  this  conven* 
tion  considering  the  calamitous  consequences 
of  any  act  of  the  legislature  which  may  tend 
to  deprive  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  peo- 
ple of  their  undoubted  right  to  meet,  eithA 
ny  themselves  or  by  delegation,  to  disftiss 
any  matter  relative  to  their  common  intercut, 
whether  of  a  public  or  private  nature,  and 
l;oldin<j  the  same  to  be  totally  inconsistent 
with  tne  first  principles  and  safety  of  so- 
ciety——* 

Oendemen,  when  I  come  to  detail  to  you 

the  resolutions  at  Chalk-^rro,  you  will  see 
what  that  expression  means.  It  is  to  say  tliat 
the  first  principles  of  the  safety  of  sc^ety  re- 
quire that  force  shall  be  used  against  the 
legislature — "  We  do  hereby  declare  before 
Ood  and  the  world,  that  we  shall  ftXtom  the 
wholesome  example  of  former  times,  by  pay- 
ing no  regard  to  any  net  which  shall  militate 
against  the  constitution  of  our  country,  and 
shall  continue  to  assemble,  and  coMioer  of 
the  best  means  by  which  we  can  accomplish 
a  real  representation  of  the  people,  and  annual 
election,  until  compelled  to  desist  by  superior 
force."  It  is  sta/ted  when  the  words  supe- 
rior font''  have  been  commented  upon,  tnat 
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Sktrving  did  not  fiiiJ  himself  in  a  ^ituaUon  were  thev  to  meet  in  case  of  an  invasion,  if  it 
much  to  resist  Mipcriur  force,  hul  you  will  sec  was  not  to  ^ssibi  thohc  who  invaded  i  Uiit  that 
what  excellent  care  %vas  taken  to  provide  it  by  is  not  all-^'  Or  the  admissiun  of  any  foreign 
the  subsequent  proceedings  in  Janunry,  Fc-  f  troops  whatsoever  iuto  Great  Britain  or  Irc- 
bruary.  March,  and  in  April.  Mr.  J?kirving,  land— j-"  Why,  gentlemen,  what  had  tbd 
when  he  was  turned  out  of  the  room  by  the  admisdon  of  foreign  troops  into  Great  Britain 
loAgi^trate  in  Edinburgh,  did  not  resist  merely  or  Ireland  tu  <!o  with  the  objects  ofa  body,  to 
because  there  was  not  present  physical  Ibrce  •  which  it  is  now  professed,  and  where  it  must 
enough  to  resist  efTectually— but  the  meaning  {  be  professed  at  the  bar  on  behalf  of  the  gen- 
is  clear.  They  mean  to  say  to  the  let^islature  tlenian,  that  force  must  be  unnecessary?  I 
of  England,  though  you  and  the  king  of  Eng-  should  be  glad  to  know  what  thr  Hdmissioti 
land  have  pussc<)  an  act  of  purluiiient,  yet  wc,  I  ot  any  I'ureigii  Iruops  iutu  Great  luUaan  or 
1»tisig  a  convention,  have  a  right  to  judge  of  \  Irelarid  had  to  do  with  a  meeting  of  a  con* 
you;  you,  being  hut  a  conviitntcd  U ^;;^l.ittire,  '  veiition  of  tfic  people  for  petitioning  parlia- 
we  will  not  pay  any  regard  whatever  to  that .  ment,  and  obtauung  their  purpose  by  in- 
act,  which  we  conceive  to  be  hostile  to  the  '  fluence,  either  due  or  undue,  take  it  as  yoo 
"fconstiUilion  of  Eni^Iand.  although  the  con-  j  will  ?  What  the  resi-^tanc  c  of  ll»o>e  fuces  Ly 
sUtuttoual  legislative  authority  of  England  ^  the  meeting  of  a  convention  could  intend,  un- 
sbould  have  enacted  it,  we  have  authority  to  i  less  it  was  this,  that  if  there  was  an  idea  of 
decide  whether  it  is  constitutional,  or  not  admitting  any  foreign  troops  into  Great  Bri* 
**  And  wc  do  resolve,  that  the  first  noiice    tain  or  Ireland,  these  foreijrn  troops  being 

fiven  fur  ihe  introduction  of  a  Conventiuu  under  the  control  of  the  auiiiary  power  of 
till,  or  any  bill  of  a  similar  tendency  to  that  this  country,  would  be  a  force  that  they 
passed  in  Ireland  in  the  Ia^t  session  of  their  thought  was  to  act  against  the  force  which 
parliament,  or  any  bill  for  the  suspension  of  they  meant  tu  act  with?  They  add — **  All  or 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Act^  or  the  act  for  Pre- '  any  one  of  these  calamitous  circumstances 
venting  Wrongous  Imprisonment, and  against   shall  be  a  signal  to  the  ^-cveral  delegates  10 

Undue  Delavs  in  IVials  in  North  Britain  "  rcjiair  tu  sue  h  place  as  the  secret  committee 

Kow  what  does  this  mean  ?  I  ask  you,  as  of  this  convention  shall  appoint,  and  the  first 
men  of  understanding,  upon  your  oaths,  can  ,  seven  members  shall  have  power  lod^are 
it  possii»ly  mean  any  thniu  short  of  this--  the  sittings  permanent,  and  twcnty-ono  -Irall 
that,  if  the  legblature  of  the  country  thought ,  constitute  a  convention,  and  proceed  to  bu^i' 
it  necessary,  because  those  persons,  by  their  I  nesa." 

own  force,  were  about  to  overturn  the  ron-  Gentlemen,  there  was  a  project  in  that 
atiUltion  of  the  country,  to  introduce  a  Con-  convention  to  petition  parliament.  They  pass 
venUon  Bill,  or  to  exert  those  other  acts  of  the  order  of  the  day  upon  that— Did  they  then 
legitimate  power  to  lie  done  upon  the  ground  mean  to  petition  parliament?  They  call  them- 
that,  when  ihn  pnldic  safety  re<]»i!re*  it,  the  selves  a  House — the  Convention;  they  call 
liberty  ot  tlic  nation  may  be  parted  with  for  a  ,  themselves  the  British  Convention  of  tho 
while,  that  it  may  be  preserved  for  ever,  then  ,  I'eoplc ;  they  divide  thein^  I  ves  into  sections^ 
those  persons  mean  to  say  wc  will  oppose  ,  —iuto  departments;  they  have  coinniittccs 
force  by  lorce,  and  not  sutler  the  acts  ot  the  i  of  ways  and  means,  of  hnauccs,  ot  union,  or- 
legislature  of  the  country  to  have  operation,  ganiiationof  evety  species,  and  they  come  at 


force  of  the  government  was  inferior,  they  must  vcution  of  France,  with  the  ditlercncc  only 
be  the  government  of  the  country — if  the  that  the  one  is  British,  and  the  other  is 
ftna  of  the  government  of  the  countr^r  was  French — T/ic  lUnuh  Convention — The  first 
superior,  it  could  be  only  by  the  exercise  of  year  of  the  British  Convention  (which  is  an 
that  superior  force,  that  the  legitimate  go-  i  epoch)  one  and  indivisible.  Gentlemen,  X 
vemment  of  the  country  could  be  sustained.  |  am  told  that  the  funds  of  this  society  were 
I  nin  now  ^oing  to  read  a  passage,  of  which  I  ;  small.  I  am  Mirprl>cd  tu  hear  tltat;  but  it  is 
have  askea  an  explanation,  but  could  not  re-  i  the  only  remark  that  could  be  made  upon  tiic 
cave  it  I  cannot  forbear  to  think  that  this  |  cireumslances  of  this  case,  and  I  must  not  be 
passage  means  neither  more  nor  less  than  '  told  that,  because  the  funds  of  men  arc  small^ 
what  i  shall  state  to  yoo.  I  think  the  human  |  they  can  do  no  mischief.  Margarot  says  in 
understanding  can  make  no  less  ot  it — **  Or  'one  of  his  letters,  which  is  bct'ore  you~ 
in  case  of  an  invatioQ,  or  theadmi^Mon  of  j  Money,  money,  money  is  all  tiiat  is  waoU 
any  forcien  troops  whatever  into  Great  Bri-  '  ed and  Martin  says,  in  one  of  l  is  letters 

tam  or  Ireland  "  Now  1  ask  wliy  was  the   before  you — "  That  people  who  have  mtmcj 

convention  of  the  people,  by  delegates  from  begin  now  to  come  in,  atid  sit  down  with  Ae 
tl  -  societies  in  Great  Britain,  to  meet  in  case  leather  apron  gentry."  Btit  it  Is  ikU  merely 
ot  an  invasion P  Why  were  they  then  to  meet.^  money  that  is  to  do  the  business — the  plan  of 
W«re  tb^  to  rally  round  the  throne  in  the  affiliation  in  another  country  was  not  ckme  hj 
ordinary  execution  of  their  duty,  as  loyal  sub-  men  wh^)  did  it  wiih  money — it  w  ^s  di^ne  bjr 
MCts?  If  thev  were  to  do  that,  they  were  to   the  physical  strtiiiith  of  numbers;  it.c  phy- 
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tbb,  tobeildlSng  the  quantity  uf  monejwhTch 

the  delegate*^  there  hid,  if  they  were  uniting 
pby»icaJ  and  natural  strength,  and  aft'ecting 
to  represent*  that  tf  they  eould  get  a  conven- 
tion of  En^hind  and  Srotl  ind,  they  should 
represent  not  lesA  than  seven  hundred  thou- 
land  adult  males  of  the  kingdom. 

Now,  gentlcmenof  the  jury,  when  this  had 
passed,  and  when  tluxif'  |ht«(i!»c  wrr''  d!<>prrsed 
by  the  magistracy  ui  the-  country,  and  when 
MTlain  lentences  were  passed  upon  them, 
vith  respect  to  which  I  am  bound  to  say  one 
word,  not  because  I  am  jgoing  to  give  you  my 
opinioii  about  the  law  ofthese  cases,  or  either 
to  contradict,  or  not,  t'ne  prophecy  of  my 
learned  ihend  about  them,  though  I  should 
HaTC  been  vcr^  happy  il,  in  another  place,  1 
bad  received  his  assistance  upon  the  subject, 
buthec:ui'!e  it  has  boon  tirgucd  by  the  last 

gsntlciuuii  who  iipoke,  ttiai  this  could  not  bo 
cason  in  the  Scotch  Convention  (not  upon 
principles,  T  think  hf  did  not  venture  thus 
much^  but)  because  they  were  prosecuted  only 
ms  •  misdcmeaitor.  Now  I  cannot  agree  to 
that,  for  one  reason,  because  I  say,  that  hen 
no  DBore  of  this  matter  was  discovered,  than 
^e  proceedings  of  tiie  Scotch  Convention, 
and  when  one  could  not  make  out  by  all  the 
additional  evidence  which  subscqtjent  disco- 
very has  brought  forth  with  respect  to  tlie 
project,  whidi  produced  that  convention,  and 
which  subsetjuent  discovery  has  brought  forth 
Witii  respect  to  the  facts,  that  passed  after 
that  convention,  it  wouM  indeed  nave  been  a 
Iwld  thing  in  the  rr ou  tT  oftircr'^  in  Scotland, 
%ho  acted  upon  their  own  advice  upon  this 
mbject,  to  have  said  that  they  would  impute 
this,  as  being  unquestionably  what  it  was,  an 
overt-act  of  high  treason,  when  my  friends 
contend  with  m  much  strength,  that  not  only 
not  this,  but  tliAt  all  those  aaditiooiJ  ciroim-' 
stances  together,  which  are  now  proved,  and 
which  contain  an  infinite  number  of  such 
overt4cts,  as  they  app4*ar  to  me,  do  not  form 
a  ground  for  the  imputation.  I  say,  if  the 
crown  lawyers  of  Scotland  had  ventured  upon 
s  prosecution  for  high  treason,  the  conse- 
quence would  be  that  they  might  be  thought 
to  have  had  a  case  short  in  provin.:  a  rox\- 
spiracy,  where  it  consisted  only  ol  lac  Uun^ 
actbns  of  that  convention;  I  ought  not,  how- 
ever, to  scruple  saying  here,  what  I  said  in 
parlu  <  eat,  and  what  the  world  knows  al- 
ready ttmt  I  did  say,  that  if  the  Interests  of 
the  public  had  been  committed  to  me  upon 
that  case  as  1  knew  it,  when  I  so  expressed 
toyself,  I  should  have  thought  it  my  duty  to 
ask  a  jury  whether  it  was  not  a  case  of  high 
treason  Consider  the  real  objects  of  that 
cooveiiitun  : — now  there  i^oo  law  in  England 
which  you  can  say  tu  any  roan,  whocnooses 
to  a«<k  fi>r  yutrr  co  tl,  this  cuat  is  my  own,  if  I 
cannot  nuw  say  thai  a  conspiracy  to  imprison 
the  king,  to  remove  by  force  evil  ooonsdlors 
from  him,  though  the  conspirators  do  not 
mean  to  aiiect  bis  life,  and  tliough  the  parties 
may  profess  great  lendcfness  for  his  person, 
vol.,  XXV. 
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Is  an  overt-atrt  of  hieh-ti^asoll.  It  Irould  be 

a  sincjular  thing  if  It  wa<  not.  If  it  is,  it 
would  be  more  singular  if  a  conspiracy  to 
make  him  remove  counsellors,  formed  upon 
the  principle  upon  which  this  wa-  (ormcd, 
viz.  to  compel  tiiiu  by  ft>rre  to  part  with  the 
great  oiansel  of  the  nation,  is  iiui  an  overt- 
act  of  high-treason.  But  upi<ri  lliat  you  will 
receive  niy  lord's  direction'- h\-anfl-by. 

I  now  come  to  tlie  proceedings  upon  the 
17th  of  January,  1794 ;  and  with  re!>pect  to 
these  procecdinjrs,  you  will  pernTit  me,  for  a 
moment,  to  call  your  attention  tu  tiiem,  be- 
cause they  are  of  j^reat  consequence  in  this 
business.  T  say  it  is  impossible  for  a  prrsun 
yrho  was  privy  to  tliose  proceedings,  and  I  say 
it  is  impossible  fox  the  gentleman  at  the  bar 
to  contend  that  he  was  nol  1  party  to  these 
proccedinn:s— to  deny,  W  imanl  lo  carry 
this  project  by  force.  I  will  not  go  through 
the  particulars  of  the  e\  idi  lue  here,  which 
relate  to  the  adoption  of  Sinclair's  proceeding 
in  the  Scotch  convcution,  hut  must  again  refer 
you  to  the  resolutions  in  the  so^  iety%  book,-~ 
I  must  refer  you  to  the  resolutions  in  tlic  so- 
ciety's book,  repeated  again,  when  his  letter  is 
talcen  into  consideration — I  must  refer  you  to 
the  letters  which  Mr.  Tooko  hiinstlf  wrote, 
where  he  speaks  of  sendint;  Mr.  Pitt  to  Botany 
Jiay,  vvhiclj  cannot  be  represented,  willi  any 
degreeof  truth,  as  merely  a  leiterot  solicitation 
of  subscription  for  Sinclair,  for  it  is  a  direct 
adoption  of  his  whole  conduct ;  it  states  Sin* 
clair  not  only  to  have  acted  well,  but  roodo* 
rately ,  and  having  said  this,  I  call  now  your 
attention  to  the  resolutions  of  the  I7tb  of 
January,  1794.  Now  with  respect  to  those 
resoluUons,  Gerrald,  who  had  come  from  the 
Scotch  Convention,  was  present  when  they 
were  lormed;  he  look  the  chair  iramcdiatcly 
after  .Mr.  Tooke  had  left  it,  and  proposed  a 
resolution  as  offensive  as  any  of  them ;  and 
there  is  no  single  person  called  to  prove 
that  Mr.  Tooke,  though  he  did  not  remaiil 
in  the  chair,  did  not  remam  in  the  room 
at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  resolu* 
tion  ;  but  that  is  not  necessary,  tor  the  Cop- 
responding  Society's  address  of  the  20lh  of 
January,  I  shall  show  adopted  fully  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  24th,  by  the  Constitutional 
Society,  and  fully  adopted  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  <(8th  of  March,  t794,  and  likewise  the 
subsequent  proceedings  of  the  14th  of  April, 
1704;  but  the  resolution  is  a  stroiii;  one,  and 
I  must  mention  it  to  you— while  Mr.  Tooko 
was  in  the  chair  they  state  this<— "  We  call 
to  mind  with  the  deepest  satbfactton,  tha 
merited  fate  of  the  infamous  Jefferies,  once 
lord  chief  justice  of  England,  who,  at  the  era 
of  the  glorious  Revolution,  for  the  many  ini- 
quitous sentences  which  be  had  passed,  was 
torn  to  pieces  by  br  ivc  and  injured  people 
and  then  it  14  "  Resolved  that  those  wlio  imi- 
tate his  example^  deserve  bis  fate.**  1  should 
hope  that  meo  M  lakatft  will  in  future  KpeaJc 
plainer. 

Resolved,  that  Hie  Tweed,  tbmigb  it  maj 
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divide  countriei,  ought  not,  and  does  not 
make  %  sepamtion  between  those  principles 
of  eoramon  Mverily,  in  which  Eoj^ishmen 
and  Scotchmen  aro  equally  inlerested  ;  that 
hyustice  ID  Scollaud  is  injustice  m  England, 
and  that  «afety  of  EngUshmen  is  endan- 
ger l.'  whenever  tticir  breUiren  in  Scetlnrn!, 
for  a  conduct  which  entitles  them  to  the  ap* 

trobatiun  of  all  wise,  and  the  support  of  all 
rave  men,  are  sentenced  to  Botany  Bay,  a 
punishmeot  hitherto  inflicted  only  on  fe- 
lons.'^ 

<*  Resolved,  that  we  see  wHh  regret"— and 

you  will  observe  that  the  counsel  lor  the  pri- 
•oner  felt  themselves  bound  to  get  ha  of 
this—**  but  we  see,  without  fear,  that  the 

period  is  fast  approaching  when  the  liberlies 
of  Britons  must  depend  not  upon  reason,  to 
which  the^  have  long  appealed,  nor  on  ttieir 
powers  of  expressing  it,  but  ob  their  6rm 
end  undaunted  resolution  to  oppose  tyranny 
b^  the  same  means  by  whico  it  is  exer- 
oscd.** 

Now,  cenllemen,  I  ask  any  man  what  that 
means  f  The  courts  of  iustii^f  acting  under  a 
respomibility  which  those  courts  are  subject 
to  in  lhal  country,  had  passed  sentences, 
which  came  under  the  review  of  parliament, 
and,  as  I  may  say,  under  the  exercise  of  a 
sharper  writ  m  enor,  than  the  pioeeedings  of 
any  ju(]i^("s  in  my  reco!1e<:tion  ever  came.  We 
arc  told  upon  tins,  that  the  lime  is  fast  ap* 
proachiD|(  when  the  people  of  thb  country 
are  lo  resist  tyranny  by  the  same  means,  by 
which  it  is  exercis^.  What  is  the  meaning 
of  thaO  I  say  that,  when  legitimate  govern- 
menl  is  called  tyranny,  and  when  men  say 
that  you  are  to  resist  that  tyranny  by  the 
isroe  means  by  which  it  is  exercised,  it 
amounts  to  neither  more  nor  less  than  say 


village,  and  till  subsidixed  Hessians  and  Ha- 
noverians are  upon  us?"  What  is  the  mean* 
ing  of  this,  which  is  the  language  of  men,  who 
say,  that  if  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britaia 
sliould  have  introduced  into  it  any  foreign 
troops,  even  by  act  of  parliament,  they  wooU 
irnriKciiately  meet  in  a  convention,  and  resist 
until  tlir.y  were  overcome  by  superior  force  f 
"  You  may  ask  perhaps  (they  proceed)  by  what 
means  shall  we  seek  redress?  We  answer^ 
that  men  in  a  state  of  civilized  society  are 
bound  to  seek  redress  of  the  grievances  trora 
the  laws,  as  bng  as  any  ledresa  can  be  olh 
taintil  by  the  Imvs,  but  our  common  master, 
wiiom  we  serve  (whose  law  is  a  law  of  liberty, 
and  whose  eerrioe  is  perftct  iieedom),  haa 
taught  us  not  to  expect  to  gather  grapes  from 
thorns,  nor  figs  irom  Uiistles.  W e  must  have 
redress     **  Now  remember  whom  they 
have  been  speaking  of  through  the  trans- 
actions  of  two  years,  as  their  plunderers,  their 
enemies, and  oppressors;  and  remember  those 
addressee  to  France,  and  what  I  forgot  to  ob> 
serve  uoon,  the  private  letters  of  Mr.  Tooke. 
You  wiJJL  t^-and-by,  have  them  stated  with 
more  einct  tiwn  f  can  stale  them—**  Wo 
must  have  redress  from  our  own  Inws,  and 
not  irom  the  laws  of  our  plunderers,  ene- 
mies, and  oppressors.**  Now,  what  laws  are 
there  in  this  kingdom  to  which  that  can  be 
applied,  but  the  laws  of  t}>e  Kine,  T-ords,  and 
dommons,  in  parliaiueni  assembled  ^  If  1  mis- 
take the  taiterpretation  of  this,  I  hope  and  be* 
seech  that  my  lord  will  ^ve  a  benign  inter- 
pretation of  it  when  he  comes  to  state  thia 
evidence  to  >ou ;  but  I  slate  it  as  that  inter- 
pretation which  it  appears  to  me  is  the  nccesi* 
sary  exposition  and  interpretation  of  it<— 
**  There  is  no  redress  for  a  nation  circum 
stanced  as  we  are  but  in  a  fair,  free,  and  ftiU 


ing  tliat  you  are  to  resist  government  by  the   fepre?entatio!\  t»f  the  people?  Now,  give  me 


same  means  by  which  it  exercist-d — that  is 
by  force.  Th^  so  reaaon  about  it  in  the  letter 
of  the  !  1  tb  of  January,  and  Hardy  might  have 
been  called  to  prove  that  Mr.  Togke  knew 
nothing  of  that  matter ;  it  is  there  expressly 
stated  thnt  Now  in  the  lime  for  us  to  do 
fometliinK  worthy  of  men;  the  brave  defen- 
ders of  fiberty,  south  of  the  English  channel, 
nxc  [H  iTarmiuf^  wonders,  drivin"  their  enemies 
before  them  hlce  ch^'  before  the  whirlwind.'^ 
They  proceed  to  tliis  address  uf  the  SOlh  of 
January,  1794.  Now,  with  respect  to  that 
address,  I  defy  the  wit  of  man  to  gWe  it  the 
con&tructiun  which  they  have  telt  themselves 
bound  to  attempt  to  eiye  it  on  the  oUier  side. 
Afler  a  most  inflamed  introduction,  they  far- 
ther state  that  they  w|»rove  of  the  wisdom 
and  conduct  of  the  British  Cbnventiea  in 
Edinburgh,  and  arid  :  '*  The  Irish  parliament 
and  the  Scotcii  judges,  actuated  by  the  same 
£ngU»h  influence,  nave  brought  us  directly 
to  the  point ;  there  is  no  farther  step  beyond 
'that,  which  they  have  taken.  We  are  at  issne. 
We  must  now  clioote,  at  once,  either  liberty 
or  siaveiy  lor  ourselves,  and  our  posterity. 

ineve^ 


leuve  Lu  how  is  all  that  you  liiive  licard 
about  monarchy  to  be  connected  with  tiUs 
fair,  free,  and  fuH  representation  of  the  p«>- 
ple?  But  if  it  was  nicaal  that  this  tair,  tree, 
and  full  representation  of  the  people  vras  to 
be  the  cflict  of  their  wills,  and  not  of  the 
will  of  the  Kiug,  Lords,  and  Common^  is 
parliament  assembled,  whom  tfaeythosoan 
to  call  tljeir  plunderers,  enemies,  and  op- 
pressors, the  case  is  not  one  bit  the  worse 
whether  it  wa^  meant  directly  to  depose  the 
monarch  of  the  country,  or  to  effect  tne  OMft- 
surci  ^*hich  lead  to  hi<?  deposition,  and,  in 
consequence,  to  that  which  is  not  far  distant 
—his  death.  Then  (not  approving,  to  be  sure, 
tbe  proceeding?  of  the  convention  in  Scot- 
land !)  they  state  as  follows,  and  they  drop-* 
and  this  b  veir  material— Iney  drop  the  caas 
of  invasion ;  they  durst  not  state  that  case  ia 
their  resolutions  in  the  Scotch  Convention ; 
they  dared  not  to  publish  it  here  ia  England^ 
but  they  state—**  That,  during  the 
•session  of  parliament,  the  general  committee 
ot  tliis  society  do  meet  daily,  for  the  purpose 
of  watching  the  proceedings  of  the 
meat,  and  of  Uie  admiiiiitntioii  «f  unt^k^ 
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Tenunent  of  this  coimtry :  and  that,  upon  the 
first  introdoctioD  of  tny  bill  or  notion,  ini- 
mical to  llie  lihcriies  of  ilic  people,  such  as 
for  landiog  foreiga  troops  in  Great  Britain  or 
IreUtnd;" — I  ask  a^in  what  had  they  to 
do  with  that,  unless  tney  meant  to  prevent  by 
force  the  execution  of  a  law  for  landing  fo- 
reign troops? — "  for  snspending  the  Habeas 
Corpus  act  ;  for  proclaiming  martial  law;  or 
for  preventing  the  people  frnm  mrrting  in  so- 
cieties for  consUlutional  intormatiotiy  or  any 
olber  innovBlioB  of  mtimilarnMiire;  that,  on 
any  of  these  emergencie'*,"--now,  mind  the 
expression !  I  have  no  occasion  to  argue  in 
thu  court  of  law,  what  the  powers  of  the 
people  in  this  country  are~*'  the  general 
•ommittee  shall  !«i«iie  «:rimmonscsto  the  dele- 
^tesofeach  ilivisiun,  -auU  also  to  the  secre- 
taries of  the  different  societies  affiliated  and 
corresponding  with  tlii^  society,  f'-rthwith" — 
to  do  what?—**  forthwith  to'  call  a  eeoeral 
•oovention**— of  wbom  F— of  the  flocwcies  f 
—no! — **  forthwith  to  call  n  ccncril  conven- 
tion of  the  people——"  Now,  w  hat  is  a  ge- 
neral eoDveotion  of  the  people,  but  persons 
taking  upon  themselves  to  represent  tne  peo- 
ple—m  the  character  of  the  people  taking 
upon  themselves  legislative  and  executive 
nthority ;  and,  if  there  could  be  ray  doubt 
about  tfiis,  uhich  I  '^:iy  there  cannot,  the 
doubt  IS  removed  at  once  when  you  recollect 
the  ocearion  and  emergency  upon  whJch  thi^ 
were  to  hr  railed  to;:cllicr  — fur  the  very  ptir- 
pose  of  resisting  the  hrst  motion  that  snail 
M  tiken  towaioi  m  act  of  the  legislature  of 
the  country,  which  is  tlie  genuine  represen* 
tation  or  ronvpntion  of  the  people — tne  peo- 
ple ID  nariiarut'tii  assembled — **  to  be  held  at 
inch' place,  and  in  web  a  manner^  as  slnlibe 
specined  in  the  suniTnon*;,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  such  measures  into  their  coosidera- 
iMNi.'^  Gentlemen,  this  is  notsll;  becanse 
you  will  find  in  a  letter  which  was  written,  T 
think,  by  Margarot  to  Hardy,  who  has  not 
been  etllcdtojirovethttthe  prisooer  knew 
nothing  about  it,  that  Margarot  informs  him 
about  those  Hessians  gettine  into  barracks; 
and  (ksirki^  to  knuw  whether  they  would 
wait  for  this  convention  of  the  people,  or 
yield  their  r>cf  ks  like  lauibs  to  the  slaughter, 
or  act  iof  tliemselvcs — that  this  is  that  time 
vlueh  is  described  in  the  letter  to  Nonricb 
as  now  come^  sad  which,  if  Joslywin  never  be 
iCjC^ed. 

Then,  did  tbegentleiBaa  sft-ibelisr  approve 

©f  this?  With  respect  to  that,  T  would  call 
your  attention  to  the  tiiansactions  of  the  t4th 
of/enoary,  1794.  Now,  all  that  has  been 
Stated  i^pOli  that,  is,  that  these  transactions 
8^  only— "  That  it  be  resolved,  that  the  most 
cacelkni  atidrcbs  ui  the  London  Correspond* 
ing' Society  be  entered  on  the  books  or  thu 
soaety.**  Nobody  has  been  crillcd  to  prove 
to  you  that  any  other  address  was  meant.— 
nwdsta  is  the  ««lh  of  JaimiTy.  Tou  will 
observe,  in  ndJIlion  to  tbi^,  tliat  upon  the 

Sllb«f  isBusxy,  the  JLondonCorrCTyondiDg 
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Society,  in  their  address  of  the  301b,  liaving 
approved  of  evenr  thins  which  the  SeoleS 

Convention  had  mjne,  the  Constitutional  So- 
ciety, Mr.  Tooke  being  present,  and  there  is 
a  rough  draught  of  the  fesolution  in  hisowA 
hrad-writing,  ome  to  a  resolution,  that  thai 
Corresponding  Society  had  deserved  well  of 
Uieir  country.  Then,  gentlemen,  here  is  an 
end  of  all  farther  talk  abont  Sinclair;  for,  if 
the  Constitutional  Soriety,  upon  the  S4lh  of 
January,  anproved  ot  what  the  Corresponding 
Society  dla  upon  the  90th,  ud  the  Corres- 
pnndlug  Society  on  llie  20th  approvcti  tlie 
whole  conduct  of  the  British  Convention, 
Gerrald,  returning  to  tfib  ConstiUitioiisI  8o> 
cicty— Sinclair,  a  member  of  it — Margarot,  a 
member  of  it — their  letters  and  communica- 
tions found  m  the pos&cssion  of  the  secretary, 
how  is  it  posi^le  vn  a  moment  to  argue  that 
Mr.  Tooke,  present,  and  drawing  this  resolu-  • 
tion,  was  not  a  party  to  the  transacUous  of  the 
British  ComrenUon  hi  Scotland,  even  if  the 
persons  who  did  act  in  this  transaction  had 
gone  beyond  their  instructions?  But  this  is 
not  all;  for  ypu  will  find  ^t  afterwards 
Thelwall  states,  in  a  letter  to  Adams,  that 
by  the  direction  of  Mr.  Tooke,  he  was  to  have 
six  guineas  for  printing  the  address  of  the 
London  Corresponding  Society:  he  pays  for 
them. — And  has  Mr.  Tooke  ventured  to  ask 
Adams  the  question,  what  were  those  two 
tfaousaiid  five  hundred  copies,  in  respect  of 
which  these  six  giiinrns  were  paid  by  the 
cicty,  of  which  you  were  sccretaiy? 

OentleBaen  efthe  jury,  we  come  now  to  « 
transaction,  from  which,  whether  the  coa- 
Teniioii  to  be  called  in  consequence  of  it  was 
to  be  a  couveuiion  of  the  people  or  not,  I  say 
it  is  demonstrable  that  there  was  to  be  a  con* 
vcntion  to  r-ccrrisc  lr:;islitiT.'c  nnd  to  assume 
executive  power,  and  to  be  supported  by  force, 
if  necessary.  This  proiect  begun  upon  the 
27th  of  Mirrh,  !70i.  But  if  I  do  not  mrike 
tiiat  out,  Uiere  is  enough  in  thu  cMC  to  sustain 
what  I  base  beea  urging.  Mr.  Hardy  might 
be  called  witli  respect  to  this  transaction  of 
March,  1794;  and  it  is  hardiv  possible,  when 
one  attends  to  the  style  ami  context  of  the 
letter  then  sent,  not  to  think  that  this  would 
have  been  an  additional  motive  to  h;ivc  called 
him,  to  have  assisted  the  case  ot  ihc  gentle- 
man, to  the  extent  of  nying,  that  he  was  not 
a  party  in  this  cotnnnmi ration  to  the  Con- 
ititutionai  Society :  tliit  the  coammiication 
Was  made,  in  tiie  name  of  Hatdy,  has  been 
proved.  Now  my  friends  rr aJ  the  loiter  to 
which  I  am  alluding,  but  forget  to  read  the 
resolution .  They  dont  like  the  resolution,  be- 
cause thatshows  the  true  exposition  of  the  letter 
of  the  London  Corresponcling  Society,  when 
th^  say  they  conceive  "  that  the  moment  is 
aimed  when  a  full  and  explicit  declaration 
is  necessary  from  all  the  friends  of  freetlom  '* 
Geatlraien.give  m6  leave  to  call  back  toyour 
sHenlioii,  that  m  August,  1793,  they  thought 
the  moment  had  not  arrived  tUal  on  the 
tfith  gf  April,  179S>  tb«ar  thoi^ht  tbemooacot 
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bad  not  arrived;  but  they  now  say  that  the 

mnnient  is  arrived,  when  a  full  and  explicit 
declftratiun  is  necessary.—"  The  Society  tor 
CoDiititutional  Information  is  therefore  re- 
quired to  determine,  w  lielhcr  or  no  they  will 
he  rendy,  when  called  udoUi  to  act  in  con- 
JuncticHi  %rith  this  and  omer  societies  to  ob- 
tain a  fair  repre-cnt;ition  of  the  people." 

Now,  were  I  hew?  people,  in  the  iaea  of  Mr, 
Tooke,  or  of  any  man  living  wtu)  has  common 
sense,  to  obtain  a  fair  representation  through 
farli.un'  tit,  who  had,  in  the  coiirse  of  their 
proceediiip,  determined  that  they  would  have 
a  coDveation  of  the  peo|»le,  to  supersede  and 
tesist  parliHment,  unless  thry  themselves  were 
superseded  and  resisted  by  a  superior  force? 
But,  gentlemen,  how  was  this  to  bedoneP 
Why,  they  talk  of  the  necesMtyof  a  speedy 
convention.  Look  al  this  resolution  when 
my  lord  comes  to  sum  it  up  to  you — "  '1  hat 
h  IS  the  dedded  opinion  of  this  society,  that, 
to  secure  ourselves  from  future  illegal  and 
scandalous  Dro6ccutions,  to  prevent  a  repe- 
tition nf  wicked  and  unjust  sentences,  and  to 
recall  those  wive  and  wliole&ome  laws  that 
bave  been  wrested  from  us"— Now,  how  were 
they  to  recall  tiiose  wise  and  wholesome  laws 
that  had  been  wrested  from  us }  Then  were 
only  two  ways  of  doing  it— doing  it  by  appli- 
cation to  parliament,  or  doing  it  by  llic  force 
of  sucli  a  National  Convention  as  has  been 
dc'-crihed  in  prior  proceedings!  Which  do 
they  mean  i  Do  they  mean  to  apply  to  parlia- 
ment ?— application  to  which  tbejr  had  Wore 
stated  tn  \h  futile  ;  to  that  parliament  which 
they  had  said  they  never  would  approach,  and 
which  they  had  stated  was  incompetent,  upon 
their  principles,  to  give  them  any  remedy  ? 
No!  What  do  ihey  say?— "  There  ought  to 
be  immediately  a  convention  of  the  people^ — 
Now,  how  is  that  convention  of  the  people  to 
be  brought  about?—"  by  dele";ates,  deputed 
£oi  Uiat  purpose,  from  the  dinerent  societies 
of  the  Friends  of  Freedom,  assembled  in  tha 
various  parts  of  this  nation."  This  new  con- 
vention of  delegates  is  a  convention  of  the 
people,  by  delegates,  from  different  societies, 
who  eipressly  had  disavowed  having  any 
thing  to  do  with  parliament  upon  any  subject. 
It  was  found  necessary,  with  respect  to  the 
proceedings  of  the4thand  11th  or  April,  1794, 
to  ineist  that  the  gentleman  was  not  impli- 
cated in  them.  It  lias  heen  proved  distinctly 
to  you,  and  I  care  not  how  littte  or  how  much 
Mr.  Adams  knew  upon  this  subject,  for  he 
is  not  prosecuted,  because  I  Uuok  he  icnew 
Tery  httle  uoon  this  subject—but  be  dis- 
tinctly proved,  thai  gentleman  named  Sharpe 
io  be  one  ot  the  conunittee  of  correspondence 
and  co-operation.  Beyond  all  that,  and  what 
puts  it  entireljf  out  of  the  question,  is  this, 
that  the  very  circuenslance  which  has  been 
stated,  iis  a  circtmistauce  to  prove  thai  this 
thing,  a  convention  of  the  people,  was  not  to 
be  a  convention  of  the  pctipir,  proves  very  dis- 
tinctly that  these  pancrs  are  drawn  with  a  good 
4eal  of  actj  but  1  ocly  «U  huoutt  xeaioiung 
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to  prove,  upon  the  paper  of  the  11th  of  April, 
1791,  that  Mr.  Tooke  did  not  give  his  full 
consent  to  this  project  of  a  convention  of  the 
people.  I  allude  now  to  that  paper  wbidi 
riaik  many  words  scored  round,  and  which 
.«<:orins  round  is  to  have  the  effiscl  of  erasu^. 
I  say  this  Corresponding  Society  and  CoMti* 
tutional  .Society,  which  had  most distUMtIs 
understood  each  other  in  all  their  proceed- 
ings, from  the  6th  of  Aueust,  1792,  down  to 
this  period,  have  distinct^'  dbavowed  any  ap« 
p!ic:it!on  to  parliament;  and,  by  their  dele* 
gates  in  tlie  Scotch  Convention,  acted  as  de» 
legates  of  the  people ;  meaning  to  have  lag^ 
lative  and  executive  power  if  parliament  in- 
terposed, and  unless  resisted  by  superior 
force.  When  the  Corresponding  Society  talka 
of  having  a  convention  of  the  people,  in  tho 
third  resolution,  by  delegates  of  the  different 
societies  of  the  Friends  of  Freedom,  that  is 
the  meeting  of  the  Friends  of  Liberty,  wbiclu 
for  the  sake  of  variation  in  the  phrase,  ana 
without  any  variation  in  the  substance  ot 
the  thfaig^  taken  aecMifing  to  all  legitimato 
principles  of  construction,  is  elsewhere  spoken 
of,  sod  to  this  Mr.  Tooke  must  be  takea 
to  have  given  his  assent  upon  the  11th  of 
April. 

Tfien  it  is  paid,  that  the  Scotch  Convention 
did  little  or  nothing.  It  was,  gentlemen,  not 
the  plan  that  its  members  should  by  them* 
selves  do  much :  but  you  have  the  circular 
letter  of  Hardy,  which  is  a  call  upon  the  peo> 
pie  of  Great  Britain  to  meet  in  convention, 
to  supersede  the  legislature  :  you  have  had  it 
proved  that  Yorke,  wuelher  a  member  of  tho 
Constitutional  Society  or  not,  attended  it,  end 
was  honoured  with  their  delegation  to  the 
Scotch  Convention  ;  and  though  they  did  not 
choose  to  give  him  as  much  moucy  as  he 
wanted  lupon  that  occa.sion,  yet  there  is  not  a 
trare  upon  the  books  of  the  Constitutional 
.Society,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  of  aigr 
disapprobation  of  his  appointment.  You  have 
heard  of  the  meeting  in  the  open  :iir  at  Shef- 
field, where  a  petition  to  parliament  was  pcQ> 
pos^  by  their  leader  (ibr there  wasa  leaderail 
Sheffield  as  well  as  other  places),  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  being  negatived.  You  have  hesid 
of  the  letter  sent  to  Bri»tol.  You  Itave  heard 
of  Hardy's  letter  to  Stralhaven.  You  have 
heard  of  the  delegates  being  appointed  to 
Scotland,  and  Hardy's  letters  to  Newcastle 
upon-Tyne.  You  have  evidence  of  meetingi 
in  the  open  air— of  persons  meeting  at 
Leeds,  UalUfax,  and  various  other  places; 
and  it  is  impossible,  upon  the  evidence  wludi 
you  have  upon  the  subject,  to  doubt  for  a 
moment  that  tliere  would  have  been  a  con- 
vention (what  the  nature  or  auahty  wouki 
have  been  is  for  you  to  judge)  if  the  ne* 
cecdin;:s  had  not  taken  plare  m  conseqvienea 
of  which  1  have  the  honour  of  addreMmg.yiKt 
here  this  di^. 

Gentlemen,  you  have  heard  more  than  all 
this,  for  you  have  heard  of  the  proceedings  at 
Cbali-fu  OS ;  and  I  nml  taU  leave  %»  m^. 
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ibat  llwM  vroeMdio^i  tm  fairly  iiniHiUble 
to  the  gentleman  at  the  bar.   You  will  6od 
that  ihey  were  informed  that  there  was  to  be 
a  general  meeting  on  Monday,  the  Hth  of 
April*  which  was  the  day  when  tlieae  pro- 
c«edin^  took  place    It  would  have  been  an 
esiy  tmng  tor  it^ie  gen^eman  to  have  proved 
tbftt  be  hSd  no  oonmnpoo  with  them,  against 
priinn  facie  evidence  that  he  has  a  material 
coi)jiexioa  with  them.   I  particularly*  allude 
to  the  fifth  fewlutioii— «*  Tb«t  any  attempt 
to  violate  those  yet  remaining  laws,  which 
were  intended  for  the  security  uf  Englishnieu 
against  the  tyranny  of  courts  and  ministers, 
•nd  the  corruption  of  dependent  judges,  by 
vesting  in  such  judges  a  legislative  or  arbi- 
trary power  (such  as  has  lately  been  exerted 
bj  the  court  of  justiciary  in  Suodaiid),  ought 
to  be  considered  as  dissolving  entirely  the 
sodal  compact  between  the  English  nation 
and  their  govemon,  and  driving  them  to  an 
immediate  appeal  to  that  incontrovertible 
maxim  uf  eternal  justice;  that  the  safety  of 
the  people"— you  will  remember  the  expres- 
NODp  gentlemen,  in  the  paper  of  the  SOth  of 
January — That  the  safety  of  the  people  is 
the  supreme,  and,  m  cases  uf  necessity,  the 
only  law.  That  the  arming  and  disciplining 
in  this  country,  either  with  or  without  the 
consent  of  parliament"—  1  beg  your  attention 
to  these  wordB<->«  That  the  arming  and  disci- 
fining  ia  this  country,  either  with  or  without 
the  consent  of  parliament,  any  bands  of  emi- 
grants  and  lurei^ners,  driven  ixom  their  own 
CMfilry  for  their  known  attachment  to  an  in- 
ftmous  despotism,  is  an  outrageous  attempt 
to#verawe  and  intimidate  the  free  spirit  of 
Britoas;  to  subjugate  them  to  an  army  of 
mercenary  cut-tliroats,  whose  views  and  in- 
terests must,  ot  necessity,  be  in  direct  oppo- 
eitioB  to  those  of  the  nation;  and  that  no 
pretence  whatever  ought  to  induce  the  people 
to  submit  to  so  unconstitutional  a  measure." 
^  Then  I  desire  to  know  whether  a  convcn- 
tioB  being  determined  upon  among  these 
people,  these  two  last  resolutions  have  not  a 
direct  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  17th 
of  January,  to  the  proceedmgs  of  the  SOth  of 
January,  to  the  proceedings  of  the  S4th  of 
January,  and  whether  they  do  not  demon- 
Mrate,  upon  all  fiur  leasoning,  that  tins  body 
which  was  to  meet,  was  to  meet  upon  a  prin- 
ciple which  superseded  the  necessity  of  all 
law ;  and  which,  according  to  these  resolu- 
tions, was  to  pay  as  little  aMention  to  that, 
which  was  done  with  the  consent  of  fmlia- 
.  aent,  as  tliat  which  was  done  without  itr  I 
•heukl  be  eioeedingly  glad  to  kaoir,  if  it  be 
possible  to  give  to  sucli  a  convention  the 
diaracter  of  a  body  meaning  to  petition  the 

Erliament  of  this  country ;  to  comrey  to  par- 
ment  the  influence  which  ought  always  to 
be  conveyed  to  it,  the  influence  of  those  whom 
they  repre»«ut,  speaking  to  them  m  a  consti- 
tutional manner,  or  whedMr,  on  the«othcr 
band,  this  was  not  to  be  a  convention  of  the 
'fcopiC|  no.  longer  to  be  govcoMd  bjf  their 
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laws,  that  is  llw  laws  of  the  lef^datore  of  fbe 

country,  but  in  the  room  of  the  laws  of  their 
enemies,  plunderers,  and  oppressorsy  to  st^ 
stilutc  their  own  laws,  • 
Gentlemen  of  the  jwy,  if  this  was  to  be 
the  charac  ter  of  the  convention,  that  was  to 
meet  in  consequence  of  these  proceedings  la 
April,  1794,  I  eonceive,  with  deference  to 
the  wi>dom  that  presides  here  (it  is  my  busi- 
ness to  do  my  own  duty  as  well  as  I  can,  and 
I  am  wedded  to  no  opinion ;  I  shall  be,  aiaa 
individual,  most  happy  if  any  erron  in  mf 
opinion  arc  found  favourable  to  the  gentle*  \ 
man  at  the  bar)  if  this  be  the  character  of 
tint  convention  which  was  to  meet  in  conse- 
quence of  the  proceedings  upon  the  J 4th  of 
April,  17'.>4;  if  from  tl»e  whole  tenor  and 
purport  of  the  evidence,  which  has  been  given. 
It  is  abundantly  clear,  as  I  conceive  it  to  be 
(I  aboukl  be  happy  if  my  conception  be  wrong, 
iNit  I  neither  can  discover  my  ermr  in  tlw 
law,  or  in  fact),  if  the  whole  tenor  of  the  pro- 
ceedings stated  to  you  proves  that  it  was 
finally  mtended  to  bring  about  that  National 
Convention,  such  as  has  been  recommended 
in  every  strp  of  the  proceedings  of  these  per- 
sons, from  the  (ith  of  August,  1792,  down  to 
the  moment  that  I  am  now  speaking,  I  then 
conceive  the  case  is  proved.    And  then,  gen- 
tlemen, it  will  not  be  enough  lor  the  seutle' 
man  at  the  bar  to  satisfy  you  that  be  thought 
this  at  the  time  an  imprudent  measure;— » 
that  he  tlu>ught  it  would  not  yet  do;<-« 
that  he  thought  that  the  time  was  not  yet 
come*  If  be  assented  to  the  measure,  though 
the  measure  was  unequal  at  the  time  to  the 
purpose,  and  the  measure  be  of  the  character 
which  this  indictment  charges  it  to  be^it  Rig< 
nifies  nothini;  that  he  thought  the  purpose  of 
it  could  not  then  be  accomplished.  Gentle- 
men, I  sav,  beyond  that,  that  yon  are  bound 
to  find  this  gentleman  guilty,  if  he  is  guilty 
of  any  one  overt- act  in  mis  indictment;  andy 
if  you  negative  what  is  stated  about  a  con- 
vention, about  writings  that  arc  stated  in  the 
indictment,  as  published  for  the  purpose  of 

Erocnring  the  traitorous  convention  to  be 
olden;  if  you  negative  other  overt-acts,  yet  • 
if  you  find  one  overt-act  in  this  indictment 
supported,  wliich  amounts  to  a  manifestatioB 
of  that  intent,  wbieh  the  slatnto  of  Edward 
the  Srd  it^res  to  be  manifested  by  an  open 
deed,  the  case  is  then  also  made  out  a^nst 
the  gentleman  at  the  bar. 

Now.  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  after  apolo- 
gizing to  you  for  having  taken  up  so  much  of 
your  time,  I  would  beg  your  attention  shortly 
to  what  passed  at  Shemsld.  I  vrUI  not  go 
through  it,  because  I  am  really  myself  ex- 
hausted, and  1  perceive  that  many  of  you  are. 
I  condude  the  ease  by  saying  this,  that  if  it 
shall  have  happened  at  Shcilield,  for  instance, 
tliat  arms  have  been  provided;  if  it  shall 
have  liappened  that  the  reason  assigned  fiir 
providing  arms  at  ShefBeld,  cannot  poesibly 
apply  to  the  fact  of  sending  to  London  a  com- 
toiifiicatioA  that  such  ar^  were  toi>oaei^t  up 
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to  London,  though  there  be  no  dlract  evidence 
with  respect  to  the  gentleman  at  the  bar  as 
to  these  anus,  I  think  it  consistent  with  my 
doty  to  sobmit  to  jrou  whether  all  that  has 
^rcn  stated  to  }t>ii,  in  which  he  is  concerned, 
did  not,  ia  its  necessary  consequencet  lead  to 
tbat  ipnmtioii  of  arais,  which  aelittUy  doc* 
OXist  in  the  case.    I  say  no  more  of  it. 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  1  say  farther,  tliat 
in  my  view  of  this  case,  a»  the  best  considera- 
tion of  it  enables  roe  to  judge  of  it,  it  is  not 
necessary  (but  whether  I  am  rieht  or  wrong 
in  that,  you  will  be  better  advised  by  my  lord) 
it  ia  not  necesaarv  that  any  thing  like  a  hostile 
weapon  should  nave  been  prepared,  if  the 
purpose  was  finally  to  bring  about  a  National 
Convention  to  act  by  force,  when  it  began  to 
act;  if  a  step  was  taken  to  form  thai  con- 
ventioD,  which  was  so  to  provide  itself  with 
force  when  itwu  fernied,  I  apprehend  this 
ease  Is  established. 

Gentlemen,  having  stated  X\\u%  much  to 
you,  1  iuve  now  only  to  say,  that  liaving  dis- 
cbarged  my  duty  to  the  best  of  my  strength 
and  power,  I  do  most  hninl  ly  intreat  of  the 
Court,  that  the  eentleniau  at  the  bar  may 
have  tho  AiIl  benoit  of  n  oompleto  eorrection 
of  every  error  into  which  I  have  fallen  in 
point  ut  law,  and  I  do  most  humbly  beseech 
of  you,  gentlemen, — for  in  the  situation  which 
I  hold  in  the  country,  to  a  certain  degree,  at 
least,  I  otight  to  V.e  counsel  for  tho'^c  wliom 
I  prosecute,  as  well  as  coun<^l  against  tiiem, 
— 4f  I  have  mistaken,  I  think  I  have  not,  but 
if  I  have  mi'^takeii  the  result  of  the  facts,  I 
most  anxiously  beti«ech  you  that  he  may  have 
tho  lull  benefit  of  n  eomplete  eorreetion  of 
mich  my  mistake  of  such  result,  from  you. 
May  God  Almighty  direct  you  to  a  right  ver- 
dict, and,  whatever  your  coneiiwon  upon  the 
<H\se  is,  may  he  grant  that  it  may  have  a  ten- 
dency to  secure  the  peace  and  imppinaaa  of 
the  country  in  which  we  Uve  i 

Stpmnvo  VP. 

Lord  Chief  Jnsttoe  £jrr».— OenllenMfi  of 

the  Jury;  The  prisoner  at  thr  fj;ir,  Jolm 
Horne Tooke^staiids indicted  fur  having,  to- 

gther  with  Thomas  Hardy,  John  Augustus 
»nney,  Stewart  Kydd,  Jeremiah  Joyce,Thos. 
Wardle,  Thomas  Holcrof^,  Johu  Ric'hter,  Mat- 


committed  several  ovei^«dl» 
charged  in  this  indirtrnent. 

The  first  overt-act  charged  is,  their  meeb> 
ing,  consulting,  conspiring,  end  ag<^^g  to 
cause  and  procure  a  convention  nnd  meeting 
of  the  kmg's  subjects,  to  be  assembled  withia 
the  kingdom,  with  intent  end  io  ofderthtt 
I  the  pcr'-ons  so  to  he  asscmliled,  might,  with- 
out and  in  defiance  ol  the  authority  and 
against  the  will  of  the  parliament,  subvert  and 
after,  and  caoae  to  be  subverted  tnd  nlteted, 
the  lej^isIaUire,  nde,  and  government  now 
established,  and  to  depose  and  cause  to  be 
depoeed  the  king,  from  \hm  wnl  tiale,  titie, 
power,  and  2;overoment  thercor. 

The  second  overt-act  charccd  is,  the  writ- 
ing, composing,  and  publishing  uhe  more' 
readily  and  cftV-ctually  to  a^-cnihlc  sue!)  cvvt- 
vention,  tor  the  traitorous  purposes  aforesaid, 
and  thereby  to  accomplish  the  same)  divers 
books,  pamphlets,  letters,  instructions,  resolu- 
tions, orders,  drrbrations,  addresses,  and 
writings,  purporting  and  containing  therein 
inciteroenU,  encouragements,  and  exhorta- 
tions, to  move,  induce,  and  persuade  the  king's 
subjects  to  choose,  depute,  and  send,  and 
eanse  to  be  chosen,  deputed,  and  sent,  penontf 
a.s  delegates,  to  conipiiwe  BM  constitute  sofih 
conveution. 

-The  thtni  overt  act  charged  is,  **  the  meet* 

iug,  consulting,  and  deliberating  the  more 
readily  and  cffpclually  to  assemble  such  con- 
vention, fur  itic  traitorous  purposes  aforesaid, 
concerning  the  enlliug  and  nsscmbling  sucis 
convention,  and  how,  when,  and  where  the 
same  sliould  be  assembled  and  held,  and  bj 
what  means  the  subjects  of  our  said  lord  tfa« 
king  sliould  and  micrlit  br  indiir»  d  uul  inovcd 
to  send  persons  as  delegates  to  compose  and 
constitute  the  aame.** 

The  fourth  overt  act  charged  is,  "  the  con- 
senting and  a^eein;:,  for  the  same  purpose, 
that  Jeretuiaii  Juj,cc,  Jolin  Augustus  Bonney^ 
John  Home  Tooke,  Thomas  Wardle,  Mat- 
thew Moore,  John  Thelwall,  John  Baxter, 
Richard  Hodgson,  John  Lovett,  Willian^ 
Sharpe,  and  John  Pearson  should  meet,  con* 
fer,  and  ro-oprnitr  Hnifnip  tlirni>rh  cs  fof 
and  towards  the  calling  and  assCVubUog  such 
convenUon.** 

The  fiflh  overt  act  is,  the  causing  and 
procuring  to  be  made  and  provided,  and  con- 


thcw  Moore,  John  Thelwall,  Richard  iiodg-  .  Minting  and  agreeing  to  the  making  and  pro- 
son,  and  John  Baxter,  compassed  and  ima-  vidiuj;  of  divers  arms  and  offensive  weapons. 


pined  the  death  of  the  king.   The  langtiagc    that  is  to  say,  g^ms,  muskets,  pikes,  and  axes. 


ot  the  cliarge  is— That  they  conspircxi,  com 
paaaed,  imagined,  and  intended  to  stir  up, 
move,  and  excite  insurrection,  reliellion,  atid 
war  against  the  king,  within  ttiis  Idnndom  of 
Great  Britain;  and  to  subvert  and  uterthe 

legislature,  rule,  and  government  therein  i  "..v.  «w«  .«^.w.  ...^  .w^-. ,  

e«tablishe<J ;  and  to  depose  the  king  from  the  authority,  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  and 
royal  state,  title,  power,  and  government  of !  statutes  of  this  realm,  and  should  and  might 


for  the  purpose  of  arming  divers  subjects  of 
our  said  lord  the  king,  in  order,  and  to  the 
intent  that  the  same  ^tihjects  should  and 
mi^t  unlawfully,  torcibiy,  and  traitorously 
oppose  and  withstiind  our  Kwd  the  king  intbn 
due  and  lawfiil  exercise  of  his  royal  power  and 


this  kingdom;  and  to  bring  and  put  the  king  {  unlawfully,  forcibly,  and  traitorously  subvert 
to  death.  And  that  to  hilfil,  perfect,  and  i  and  alter,  and  aid  and  a«si«.t  in sutverling  and 
bruig  to  effect  their  treasons  and  treasonable  adteriug,  williout  and  in  d«tiance  of  the  au« 
 ^ima£inaito&ii|gfi«aaid,tbey  «bOfilyi.«lldagiuiirttfa«  wiUof  Uiepaili*inM 


Digitized  by  Google 


bbl]  '    >r  IJigh  Tfmmn. 

of  this  kingdom,  the  legi^liture,  njle,  and  go- 
twrnmcnt  eslabiishcd  in  this  kingdom,  and 
to  depose,  and  to  aid  and  assist  in  deposing 
the  king  from  the  royal  state,  title,  power, 
■od  govcrnnienl  of  this  kingdom." 

The  si.xtli  overt  act  is,  "  the  meciiDs,  cun- 
•piring,  and  agreeing  to  raiie,  levy,  and  make 
iDsiirrcction,  rebellion,  and  mr  within  tbU 
kinciom  against  the  king." 

Toe  seveDih  overt  act  clMrged  is,  **  the 
meeting,  conspiring,  cousulting,  und  agreeing 
to  subvert  and  alter,  and  cause  to  be  subvert- 
ed «ud  altered,  the  legislature,  rule,  and  eo- 
veminent  efttablisbed  m  this  kinj^dom,  and  to 
depose,  and  cause  to  be  dq  Mil,  the  king, 
from  his  ro^al  state,  tale,  puwer,  and  govern- 
nent  of  this  kingdoni." 

Tl)e  eighth  overt  act  charged  is,  "  the  prc- 

Ering  and  composing  divers  books,  pamph- 
5,  letters,  declarations,  instruetions,  resolu- 
tions, orders,  addre!?scs,  and  writings,  and 
dispersing  tlie  same,  contaiuinE  therein  in^ 
dteoients,  encouragements,  and  exhortations 
to  move,  induce,  and  persuade  the  subjects  of 
our  said  lord  the  king  to  aid  and  assist  in  car- 

3ing  into  ctVecl  !»uch  traitorous  subvcr>>ion, 
teration,  and  deposition,  and  also  containing 
therein  information,  instructions,  and  direc- 
tions to  the  subjects  of  our  said  lortl  the  king, 
llow,  when,  and  uoon  what  occasions  the 
traitorous  furpuscs  in^t  nforeaaid  should  and 
night  be  carried  iiitu  ellect.'* 

The  ninth  overt  act  charged  is,  the  pro- 
turing  •AU(]  providing  artus  and  offensive  wea- 
fom,  to  wit,  guns,  musketn,  pikes,  and  axes, 
therewith  to  levy  and  wage  war,  insurrection, 
and  rebellion  against  our  iidd  lord  the  kia^ 
within  this  kingdom." 

Gentlemen,  a  shorter  abstract  of  this  indict- 
■eot  is,  that  the  first  four  overt  aets  men- 
tioned in  the  indictment  respect  the  assem- 
bling a  convention,  for  the  purpose  of  usurp- 
bg  the  govemmenl ;  three  of  the  other  oveit 
i  Is,  that  is  to  say,  the  fifth,  the  seventh, 
mud  llic  eightii,  respect  a  conspiracy  to  sub- 
vert the  government,  without  taking  notice  of 
the  assembling  a  convention;  the  sixth  and 
ninth  overt  acts  respect  a  aas^fiiaey  to  levy 
war. 

Gendemen,  I  peroMve  it  is  expected  of  roe 

tbit  I  should  nnaergo  the  fatigue  and  labour 
ot  summins  up  to  you  the  wtiole  of  this  case 
which  haa  heen  laid  before  you  in  evidence ;  I 
•hall  with  the  rii^Islaticf  uf  tlie  officer,  exe- 
cute that  duty  as  well  as  I  am  able.  When  I 
have  stated  to  you,  and  you  have  heard  the 
particulars,  of  the  evidence,  I  shall  then  state 
to  yon,  in  as  few  words  as  possible,  what  I 
conceive  to  be  the  points  for  your  censidera- 
lion;  bow  the  evidence  bears  upon  the  dif- 
ferent p'lrf^  of  the  indictment;  andwht.t  ^vill 
be  ultimately  the  question  for  your  con&iUcr- 
atbn. 

Gentlemen,  on  The  part  of  the  prosecution 
they  began  witli  calhng  Maclean,  the  mes- 
aenger,  who  told  you,  that  upon  the  twelfth  of 
Mmj,  he  went  with  a  wammt  from  the  tecr^ 


tary  of  Mate,  to  the  hou^e  of  Daniel  Adams; 
that  he  there  seized  certain  books  and  papers ; 
and  that  the  book  now  produced  is  one  of 
those  books  and  papers. 

Mr.  Woodfall  was  then  called,  in  order  to 
prove  that  in  a  particuki  paper  shown  to  him 
there  is  the  hand- writing  of  Mr.  UomeTooka, 
whonoxv  stands  at  tlic  bar.  lie  s;tid  he  be- 
Ueved  the  paper  had  iiis  iiand-wntin^  in  it; 
that  he  had  seen  him  write  ;  and  that  httWliW 
ing  had  passed  tiirough  bis,  (the  witaaia'l^ 
hands  ujkid  more  than  one  occasion. 

Upon  lus  crosa-examinatioD,  he  said  it  was 
full  seventeen  years  ago — I  think,  upon  being; 
particularlv  pressed  upon  the  subject,  he  said 
It  might  oe  nineteen  year"!  aso — wheu  ht 
saw  Mr.  Home  Tooke  write ;  he  mentioMd 
that  there  was  a  particular  advertiseinrnt, 
which  was  to  be  inserted  in  some  of  the  news- 
papers ;  that  Mr.  Home  Tooke  wrote  upon 
that  advertisement  —  *'  For  the  Morning 
Chronicle  and  London  Packet;"  he  says,  to 
the  best  of  his  judgment,  and  from  hb  teeol- 
lection  of  the  band- writing,  he  beheves  the 
paper  produced  is  of  the  prisoner's  hand. 
And  upon  the  credit  of  that  testimony  rest* 
the  proof  of  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Iloma 
Tooke  to  all  the  paper*  that  h  ive  been  pro- 
duced in  the  course  uf  tins  nujinry,  which 
have  been  su|>posed  to  be  written,  either  ui 
part  or  in  the  whole,  by  Mr.  Uorne  Tooke. 
tie  observed  upon  a  difference,  with  regaid  tn 
the  particular  paper  now  produced,  of  an  r  in 
the  word  chairman  ;  but  I  think  nothing  very 
material  turns  upou  that. — ^The  paper  is  a 
paper  of  the  S8th  of  March,  1794. 

At  a  meeting  o;  ibe  Society  for  C  onstitu- 
tional  Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  lavem,  Sliand,  Fridaj,  «8thof  Maicb, 

*  Mr.  John  Pearson  in  the  cfaair» 

"Mr.  H. Tooke,  Mr.  Bonncy,  Mr.  Hull,  Mr. 
William  Sharpe,  Mr.  Wills,  Mr.  Wardle, 
rev.  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  i\yfh\,  Mr.  J.  Williams, 
rev.  Dr.  l  owers,  Mr.  i  iionipsun,  Mr.  Scott, 
Mr.  Holcroft,  Mr.  Beck,  .Mr  Parkinson, 
Mr  Banks,  Mr.  Staik,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr. 
Jennmgs. 

**  Eesolved,  That  an  address  be  sent  from 
this  toeiety  to  Messrs.  Muir,  ^Imer,  Skirvioj^ 

!  Marraurot,  and  Gerrald. 

**  The  following  addrc&s  was  proposed  bj 
Mr.  Joyce,  to  Messrs.  Muir,  Palmer,  Skirving, 
Mar^arot,  and  Gerrald : 

"  Friends  and  Fellow  Citizens  ; — Although 
we  have  hitherto  been  the  silent,  yet  we 
have  by  no  means  been  the  unconcerned 
spectators  of  yoiir  conduct  and  sufferings. 
\Ve  have  seen  and  approved  of  ymir  excrtiona 
for  your  eeuntry's  happiness ;  we  havemarfced, 
with  honest  indignation,  every  step  that  yotir 
enemies  have  taken  to  bring  you  to  your  pre- 
sent situation. — Your  enemies  are  the  ene* 
mies  of  public  liberty:— the  men  who  an 
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conspinnp;  a^ninst  the  happiness  of  mankind. 
-—The  cause  m  which  you  embarked,  and  to 
wfaidk  have  boroe  an  honourable  testi- 
mony, IS  worthy  of  every  exrrtion,  and  its 
importance  to  toe  world  too  great  to  expect 
Its  aeeoffiplishment  imUiout  opposition. 

"  The  history  of  liberty,  for  whose  sake 
jfou  are  doomed  to  a  long  and  unmerited  exile, 
will  afford,  in  the  present  iusianee,  that  con> 
solation  that  former  martyrs  to  the  same 
cause  have  experienced  ;  the  comolation  tliat 
you  will  not,  you  cannot  sufl'er  in  vain. 

**  BlaD  may  pertsb,  but  truth  will  prevail ; 
neither  persecution,  nor  Tjanishment,  nor 
death  itself,  can  finally  injure  liie  orogress  of 
those  principles  which  mvoke  the  general 
happiness  of  man, 

"  While,  therefore,  we  join  every  friend  to 
fawnanity  inbmenting  what  you  have  alrea* 
dy  endured,  and  witn  anxious  hearts  an- 
ticipate the  perils  to  which  you  may  be  ex- 
posed m  a  barren  and  uncultivated  country ; 
yet  we  can  rejoice,  that  the  sources  of  happi- 
i^ess  are  limited  to  no  place,  but  are  as  ex- 
tensive aa  the  dominion  of  God :— under  the 
protectioo  of  that  Great  Being  may  you,  at 
aM  time'':,  nnd  in  all  phrrs,  fetH  the  pleasure 
that  arisen  trom  conscious  integrity. 

Fdlow  citisens,  we  assure  you,  that  the 
Tncmory  of  your  virtues  shall  never  be  effaced 
irorM  our  breasts;  the  cause  for  which  you 
have  struggled,  is  a  glorious  cause ;  the  world 
that  has  witnessed  your  exertions,  shall  %vit- 
ness  ours  also. — A  nill  and  fair  representation 
of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  we  seelu  with 
all  the  ardour  of  men  and  Britons ;  ror  ^e 
sake  of  which  wr  .7rc  not  only  ready  to  act 
with  vifour  and  unanimity,  but,  we  trust, 
prepareo  also  to  suOerwith  constancy. 

"  Our  best  wishes  will  cvrr  attend  you  ; 
and  we  do  believe  tiiat  the  day  is  not  very 
distant  when  we  shall  again  receive  you,  on 
British  shores,  the  welcomechildren  m  a  pasa 
and  nippy  country  " 

Ilesolvcd,  liiat  the  same  be  sent  to 
Messrs.  Muir,  Palmer,  Skirving^  Uargaiot, 
•ad  Gerrald. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  address  be  pub* 
fished  m  the  newspapers. 

**  Mr.  Joyce  f^.ivc  notice,  that  he  would, 
on  Friday  next,  brinjg  forward  a  motion  rela- 
tive to  the  speech  ofMr.  Dundas,  on  Tuesday 
last,  respecting  the  introduction  of  Scotch  law 
in  England. 

"  Rfad  a  letter  from  the  London  Corres- 
ponding Society. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  same  be  entered  on 
the  books  of  this  society. 

<*To  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  Con- 
stibitional  Information. 

Citisens I  am  directed,  by  the  London 
Correspontling  Society,  to  transmit  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  to  the  Society  for  Ckmstitu> 
tiMiil  InlbtiMdion,  and  to  ieq|iieit  the  seati* 
tteots  ofthit  wcwlj^  reiyeeting  Ih«lmp9l^ 


tant  measures  which  the  present' jnnctiifc  of 

affairs  seems  to  reguire. 

**  The  London  Coffrespondins;  Society  con- 
ceives, that  the  moment  is  arrived  when  a  full 
and  explicit  declaration  is  necessary  from  all 
the  fricudti  of  freedom,— Whether  the  late 
illegal  anrl  urheard-of  prosecutions  and  sen- 
tences shall  determine  us  to  abandon  our 
cause,  or  shall  excite  us  to  pursue  a  radical  re- 
fonn,  with  an  ardour  proportioned  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  object,  and  witli  a  zeal  at 
dittinguiiheJ^  on  mr  parts,  as  the  tieacht-r^Qf 
others,  in  the  same  glorious  cause,  is  notnriout. 
The  Society  for  Constrtijti{in:i!  !  nfonnatiop  h 
therefore  required  to  determine,  whether  or 
no  they  will  be  ready,  when  called  upon,  to 
act  in  conjunction  with  this  and  other  socieUe% 
lo  obtain  a  fair  representation  of  the  people.«--> 
Whether  they  concur  with  us  in  seeing  ihe 
nccei>^\ty  of^  a  speed  1/  convention,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining,  in  a  constitutional  and  legal 
method,  a  redress  of  those  grievances  under 
which  we,  at  present,  labour,  and  which  can 
only  be  effectually  removed  by  a  full  and  fair 
representation  of  the  People  of  Great  Britain. 
The  London  Corresponding  Society  cannot 
but  rrininci  their  friend^,  ifnl  the  present 
crisis  demands  all  the  prudence,  unanimity, 
and  vigour,  ^t  ever  may  or  can  be  exmed 

by  Mfn  and  Brilons ;  nor  do  tlicy  doubt,  but 
what  manly  firmne^  and  constancy  will 
finally,  and  they  believe  shortly,  TF.aMiyATa  . 
in  the  full  accomplishment  of  all  their  wisbM. 
I  nm,  fellow  citizen  (in  my  humble  awnsunijy 
a  Iriend  to  the  rights  of  man, 

(Signed)        "  T.  Haaor,  secretary.*' 

"  Resolved  unanimously,  Ist,  That  dear  as 
Justice  and  LiBaaTr  are  to  Britons,  yet  the 
value  of  them  is  comparatively  small,  without 
a  dependence  on  their  permanency  ;  and  there 
can  be  no  security  for  the  continuance  of  any 
Right,  but  in  tqual  Laws. 

*'  2nd,  That  equal  laws  can  never  be  ex- 
pected, but  by  a  full  and  fair  representation  of 
the  people  — To  obtain  which,  in  the  way 
pointed  out  by  the  constitution,  has  been  and 
is  the  sole  object  of  tljis  .society. — For  this  we 
are  ready  to  hazard,  every  thing;  and  never, 
but  with  our  lives,  will  we  relinquish  an  object 
which  involves  tlie  happiness, or  e»en  the  poQp 
tical  existence  of  ourselves  and  posterity. 

3rd,  That  it  is  the  decided  opinion  of  tUs 
society,  that,  to  secure  ourselves  fiom  futuia 
illc'L'Lil  and  sctinrl  lions  prosecutions, to  prevent 
a  repetition  ot  wicked  and  unjust  sentenceiy 
and  to  recall  those  wise  and  wholesome  laws 
that  have  been  wrc«5ted  from  us,  and  of  which 
scarcely  a  vestige  remains;  there  ought  to  be 
iimmedUneijf  a  Q>»vaaTioa  of  the  People,  by 
delegates,  deputed  for  that  purpose,  from  the 
different  societies  of  the  Friend*  of  Freedom^ 
assembled  iu  tlic  various  parts  of  thisnaUoo. 
And  we  pledge  ourselves  to  the  public^  to  pur* 
sue  every  Icpil  mrthod  apeedUy  to  aewwnpTiih 
so  desirable  a  purpose. 

P.  S.  Ihatre  to  infonn  you,  that  a  gewal 
Mliiqftr  the  aodely  «iU  be  heUM  m 
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McmUy,  the  14th  of  April,  the  place  to  be 
iBBOttnced  by  public  advertisement." 

**  Resolved,  That  it  is  fit  and  proper,  and 
tiie  duty  of  this  sodety,  to  send  an  answer  to 

the  London  Corrc^poncling Socict)'. 

"Ordered,  That  the  secretary  acquaint  the 
iMdooCOtresponding  Society,  that  we  have 
reoeiTed  their  communication,  and  heartily 
concur  with  ihem  in  the  ohjccls  they  have  in 
view;  and  that,  for  the  purpose  ot"  a  more 
needy  and  effectual  co-operation,  we  invite 
tnem  to  send  to  this-  ^society,  next  Friday 
eveningy  a  delegation  of  some  of  their  mem- 

Mr,  Woodfall  was  examined  as  toll hand- 
writing of  a  hooky  the  outside  of  which  was 
intituled,  **  The  Constitutional  Club  ;"  he 
proves  it  to  be  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Home 
Xooke,  but  I  do  not  perceive  that  any  use  has 
been  made  ot  that  book  in  the  course  of  the 
•aase. 

The  next  witness  is  Daniel  Adams  he 
said  that  he  Had  been  secretary  to  the  Consti- 
tUlkiual  Society  for  ten  years ;  that  the  bode 
produced  lo  him  was  the  book  of  that  society; 
that  Mr.  HomcTooke  was  a  member;  that 
the  usa^e  was  to  put  down  as  present  at  the 
Ultfferent  meetings  the  names  or  the  persons, 
who  might  in  fact  not  have  been  present ;  he  ] 
cxplaioM  that,  he  said  many  names  were  nut 
down  as  the pctwns  came,  but  that  they  often 
went  away  soon  after  they  cam '  ;  tl^tthey 
frequently  dined  together,  that  tiic  society 
was  formed  at  neren  in  the  evening,  and  the 
IHBMI  of  the  persons  who  dined,  if  they  were 
iTjembers  of  the  ^or'\fU-,  were  entered ;  that 
the  minutes  of  the  turmcr  meeting  were  read 
over  at  the  commencement  of  the  new  neeU 
ing;  he  docs  not  know  rhai  there  were  any 
corrections  of  those  miuutcs  in  the  band- 
writing  of  Mr.  Home  Tooke.  Re  laid  that 
during  the  meetings  ih*  books  lay  open ;  that 
Mr.  looke  was  frequently  there,  but  some- 
times he  did  not  stay  lonjs;,  living  out  of  town. 
IBfewitilkedaslo  the  minutes  of  thcdiiferent 
resolutions  being  handed  up  by  different  pec- 
pie,  he  said  he  could  not  speak  to  tiiat.  As 
to  one  of  the  books  produced,  he  said  it  was 
before  the  lime  when  he  wa*;  secretary:  hr  <^:iid 
that  the  person  who  was  la^  the  chair  mi^bt 
not  remain  all  the  evening  in  the  chdr,  but 
he  never  put  down  the  name  of  any  person 
as  bein^  in  the  chair,  who  had  not  taken  the 
chair :  it  might  happen  that  he  might  not 
ilaj  the  wboto  time ;  he  said  that  the  entries 
were  true  as  fir  3"?  he  knew;  that  ns  to  the 
names  of  the  persons  who  were  set  down  as 
present  at  the  dillefent  meetings,  they  were 
gencraHy  put  down  on  one  pir  ce  of  paper,  but 
that  the  resolution*  were  often  upon  slips 
of jpapeir. 

Be  said,  that  there  was  not  only  the  Society 

for  Constitutional  Tnformation,  but  Iike\vi<^e 
the  Constitutional  Club,  who  dined  together; 
that .tfie  dinner  was  at  a  Quarter  past  four; 
that  not  only  the  members  dm!  other  persons 
slso  dined  there;  he  satd,  the  prisoner  was  a 
VOL  XXV. 
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aiomber  bffore  he  himself  became  secretary  • 
and  that  at  the  time  he  was  candi  hte  for  the 
office  of  secretary,  it  was  known  that  he  had 
a  place  in  a  public  office.  He  said  there  were 
books  of  account  of  the  cxprndiiure  kept  by 
the  society,  which  were  seizied  with  the  other 
papers;  He  sa^d  tb^  subKribed  a  guinea  a- 
year;  that  the  society  was  never  very  rich  ; 
that  the  amount  of  the  subscriptions  might 
be  about  sixty  pounds ;  and  Uiat  perhaps  fifty 
pounds  of  that  sixty  might  be  for  the  nece^ 
sary  expenses,  and  he  himself  was  generally 
in  advance.  He  said  he  recollected  the  trans- 
action upon  Ihetwenty-filUiof  Octuiber,  IW, 
and  that  the  pri:oner  was  there;  and  he  re- 
collected that  there  was  an  extraordinary 
meeting  proposed  on  that  day,  to  conbiUer  of 
sending  delegates  to  tlic  British  Convention 
in  Scotland,  but  that  Mr.  Tooke  was  not 
there  at  that  time ;  he  said  he,  as  secretar}*, 
was  directed  to  send  summonses  to  different 
members  for  that  meeting;  he  recollects  that 
he  sent  none  lo  Mr.  Tooke  because  two  of 
the  raemfiers  undertook  to  go  to  him,  and 
inform  him  that  such  a  meeting  was  intend- 
ed ;  the  names  of  these  two  persons  w  ere  I\Ir. 
Sinclair  and  Mr.  John  Williams;  be  said  the 
meeting  ^  was  accordingly  held  upon  the 
]  twenty-eighth,  that  the  prisoner  was  not 
there :  be  said  that  he  had  reason  to  know 
tiiat  Mr.  Horoe  Tooke  tpolce  with  anger  of 
sending  delegates  to  the  S^mtrh  Convention; 
he  unwrstood  by  the  conversation  of  almost 
all  the  members,  that  'the  prisoner  veiy  much 
objected  to  it;  he  said  that  there  u  t  vcn  a 
report  among  them  that  he  was  bribed  by  the 
government. 

He  was  then  asked  as  to  one  Yovko;  ho 
said  he  never  understood  thatYorke  was  a 
member;  that  Yorke  did  not  go  to  the  con- 
vention in  Scotland  becaoM  he  wanted  money, 
and  there  was  none  for  him ;  that  they  h^ 
hardly  any  to  give  to  Sinclair  who  did  go ;  he 
said  he  sent  Smclair  word  that  he  had  better 
come  home,  that  his  going  there  was  gene* 
rally  disapproved  of,  and  his  being  there  was 
disapproved  of;  he  said  he  did  not  know  tliat 
Mr.  Home  Tooke  ever  subscribed  to  the  ex« 
pcn^e  of  sending  these  delegates ;  he  said  he 
wrote  to  Mr.  Sinclair  more  than  one  dis- 
couraging letter  upon  the  subject  of  his 
ing  at  Edinburgh.  He  said  the  society  ad- 
journed from  the  eighth  of  November  to  the 
sixth  of  December,  and  from  thence  to  the 
tenth  of  January;  he  recollected  that  Upon 
the  twentieth  of  June,  1793,  there  was  a 
meeting  of  the  society,  and  that  Yorke'sname 
was  down  as  being  present  at  that  meeting, 
and  he  belie^'cd  he  was  present ;  he  recollected 
that  he  himself  objected  to  Yorke's  being  pre- 
sent, understancKng  him  not  to  be  a  member 
of  the  society,  that  Yorke  pressed  for  another 
meeting,  there  being  at  that  time  an  appear- 
ance of  an  intention  to  adjourn  the  meeting ; 
that  upon  that  occasion  there  was  an  address 
resolved  on,  hut  (hat  that  address  ms  oever 
drawn  up. 
SO 
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He  said  Mr.  Tooke  lived  at  some  distance 
from  London,  that  be  ha?  a  small  family,  and 
oftea  went  liome  oarl^' ;  lie  i»a»  sometimes 
dMired  Mr.  Uorne  Tooka  tottay,to  prevent 
the  society  from  cluing  some  act  wliirh  he  did 
not wisLk  should  taice  place;  that  Mr.  Horoe 
Tooke*s  opinion  was,  that  the  aode^  should 
lay  upon  their  oars,  and  adjourn  to  as  distant 
a  day  as  t^iey  could.  Mr.  Home  Tooke  always 
professed  that  he  never  would  consent  to  any 
measure  that  he  would  not  sign.  Major 
Carlwrigii  t  was  called  the  Father  and  Founder 
of  the  Society.  He  said  that  llie^  were  not 
acquainted  with  the  contents  of  the  books 
aod  papers  of  r  thcrs  societies,  that  it  was  not 
mucD  the  custom  of  the  members  of  this  so- 
ciety even  to  read  over  tbdr  own  procee^ogs, 
and  that  upon  as  average  Qpt  moie  than  ten 
used  to  meet. 

Ue  was  asked  as  to  arms,  he  said  there 
w«o  no  arms  in  the  society,  and  no  talk  of 
arms;  he  said  lliat  all  the  members  were  not 
of  the  same  way  of  thinking.  He  was  asked 
as  to  a  Secret  T'Ommittee  of  this  Society,  he 
said  there  was  no  such  thing  asa  Secret  Com- 
mittee, that  every  thing  was  transacted  openly 
and  publicly,  that  there  were  ftequently  Com- 
mittees of  Correspondence  named,  but  there 
were  not  above  one  or  two  letters  written  to 
his  knowledge.  He  was  asked  as  to  tlie 
printing  a  number  of  copies  of  papers  that  the 
resolutions  of  the  society  purported  should 
l)e  printed ;  he  said  that  there  never  was  a 
quarter  nart  of  a  hundred  thousand  papers 
printed,  he  did  not  know  (4*  more  thai)  five 
thousand  at  any  one  time;  he  thought  he 
could  venture  to  say  it  never  exceeded  ten 
thousand ;  he  knew  that  a  hundred  thousand 
had  been  ordered  to  be  printed,  but  very  oftrn 
none  at  all  had  been  printed ;  he  did  not 
know  that  there  was  any  correspondence, 
CT.cept  from  France,  and  that  as  to  that,  no 
answer  was  sent  to  it ;  they  were  often  re- 
proached for  not  answering  letters:  lie  said 
other  members  often  went  home  with  Mr. 
Home  Tooke,  and  he  mentioned  Mr.  Sbarpe 
in  particular. 

He  saitl  when  he  firstbecame  secretary  they 
used  to  print  pamphlet",  and  distribute  them 
gratis,  but  tlint  this  iiad  nut  been  the  practice 
lor  the  last  three  or  four  years,  thatsome  how- 
ever may  have  been  printed ;  he  remembered 
having  mentioned  to  Mr.  Home  Tooke  his 
apprehension  that  he  should  be  dismissed 
from  his  place.  Tic  was  a'-kcd  whether  he  re- 
collected Mr.  Hornel  ooke  saying  to  him  that 
the  society  cnuld  do  him  no  good,  and  advising 
him  to  go  and  give  an  account  of  all  that  he 
knew;  thu  circumstance  he  did  not  rccol- 
Jecl;  he  }iat<l  the  privy  council  had  bctore 
them  the  books  of  expenditure  of  this  society ; 
that  they  could  not  afTurd  to  print  much,  and 
he  thouglii  itiey  never  meint  to  print  any  of 
those  copies  that  the  resolutions  went  to. 
Upon  the  fourteenth  of  November,  170Q,  a 
himdred  thousand  copies  were  ordered  to  be 
printed  and  distributed  among  their  corres- 


pondents in  England  and  Ireland,  but  that  in 
fact  there  were  no  correspondents  in  Ireland 
that  he  knew  of,  and  he  said  Mr.  Home  Tooke 
very  often  lat^gtied  at  the  insignificance  of  that 
society.  lie  WHS  Hsked  by  Mr.  Hornc  Tooke 
whether  he  iiad  ever  known  him  speak  oi  the 
right  whkh  every  man  had  to  vote.  I  rattier 
believe  Mr.  llornc  Tooke  expected  ihc  an- 
swer would  be  that  be  bad  spoken  aeainst 
that  idea,  but  the  witnesa  said  he  has  beard 
Mr.  Home  Tooke  speak  of  being  for  every 
man's  voting  He  said  he  was  present  at  the 
auniversar}  ol  the  society  upon  tlie  second  of 
May  last ;  he  could  not  call  to  his  memorj 
what  Mr.  Tooke  interrogated  Jiim  to^  being 
in  another  part  of  the  room. 

He  said  he  attended  the  anniversary  of  tfa« 
French  Revolution  in  1790;  that  there  were 
some  resolutions  put  w  hich  he  thought  were 
strong,  and  there  were  some  which  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  stopped.  He  was  asked  wlia* 
thcr  he  had  ever  observ  ed  that  there  was  any 
intention  in  Mr.  llornc  Tooke,  or  any  of  the 
sodety,  to  depose  or  kill  the  king,  he  said  no, 
they  were  neither  bold  enough,  nor  strong 
enough,  to  undertake  aov  such  thing  ;  be  aaaa 
the  greater  part  were  ror  parltamentsurj  re- 
form, but  perhaps  all  of  them  in  different 
ways  ;  he  believed  that  all  of  them  however 
expressed  wliat  Uiey  meant,  and  that  it  was 
not  a  pretext  which  th^  used ;  that  they 
were  sinrere  in  wishing'  a  reform  in  ihc 
Commons  House  of  Parliament,  but  did  not 
all  agree  in  the  manner.  He  said  letteca 
were  sent  to  them  from  Scotland,  he  did  not 
recollect  what  answers  were  returned.  He 
was  asked  whether  he  had  given  up  all  the 
papers  that  he  had  to  government  at  the 
time  his  papers  wcrr  tr^ed;  he  said  that  he 
did  not  know  that  any  papers  were  kept  back 
from  government. 

He  ?aid  there  was  a  committee  of  coirc*- 
poudcnce  appointed  upon  the  fourth  of  April, 
1794;  he  remembered  upon  that  occasMNi 
Mr.  Home  Tooke  who  as  I  understood  him 
was  present,  said  that  his  health  would  not 
permit  his  being  of  that  eonunittcc,  and  he 
thou^t  that  Mr.  Home  Tooke  did  not  m  facft 
ever  meet  that  commitfee,  nor  did  he  know 
that  in  fact  tlial  comauliee  ever  met.  Hf 
said  that  upon  the  eleventh  of  April  the  com- 
niiltce  of  correspondence  was  appointed  to 
be  the  committeee  of  co-operation ;  he  did 
not  know  that  Mr.  Home  Tooke  ever  met 
that  committee,  and  he  did  not  uiulcx  stand 
that  he  was  a  member  of  that  conjuiiUce;  he 
said  he  remembered  there  was  a  notice  given 
by  Mr.  Home  Tooke  that  he  sliuuld  mova  ftr 
two  books  to  be  provided, in  which  thr  names 
of  particular  perMjns  were  to  be  entered,  aod 
be  said  that  tnere  was  a  little  laughing  upon 
the  subjeri  of  that  motion,  but  thai  iii  fact 
the  motion  never  was  made,  and  the  books 
never  were  procured. 

He  said  that  Mr.  Home  Tooke  said  upon 
one  occasion,  that  if  there  were  to  bp  i  nief  t- 
ingoftlie  Friends  of  Liberty  at  WimbicdiiQ 
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Common  for  any  good  purpose,  he  would  be 
ftnnd  there,  but  that  he  would  not  go  any 
where  else.  You  recoil lci  Mr.  Home  Tooke 
observed  tbat  there  was  something  against 
bim  and  something  for  him  in  that  answer ; 
that  ^vlmTcver  his  zeal  might  be  to  meet  tlic 
Friends  ot  Freedom,  he  would  not  go  far  in 
erder  to  give  them  hia  assntanre.  He  (the 
witness(  said  that  there  is  a  llevolutlon  So- 
ciety which  meets  once  a-year,  in  November, 
])e  remembered  a  toast  being  given  by  Mr. 
Horne  Tooke  at  tliat  Kevolution  Society,  and 
the  toast  was  in  thcs**  words — "  May  the  ye  ri- 
fle of  this  country  never  forget  nor  forsjikc 
fthe  present  family  on  the  throne,  until  it 
ahall  appear,  by  their  conduct,  that  they  have 
foi^otlen  or  iorsaken,  the  principles  that 
placed  them  on  it" 

He  said  Mr.  Tooke  established  the  dinner 
cUib,  ill  order  to  procure,  as  he  understood,  a 
better  aUendauce  upon  the  society  ;  that  tlie 
gMA  end  they  had  m  view  was  a  parliamen- 
t.^ry  reform.  He  was  asked  whether  there 
-was  anjr  great  selection  as  to  candidates  for 
thia  Rociety— whether  ihey  were  often  b1ack> 
Called  ;  !ic  '=aid,  that  in  ten  years  he  did  not 
beUeve  that  more  than  ten  were  black-balled ; 
he  said,  he  could  not  undertake  to  swear  that 
the  persons  whose  names  are  set  to  the  re^ 
lutions  were  present  when  all  the  resolutions 
passed ;  he  said,  in  reference  to  a  motion 
which  appears  to  nave  been  made  in  this  so- 
ciety in  1703,  that  Barrbrc,  St.  Andr^,  and 
Koland|  should  be  made  honorary  members 
of  that  society  ;  that  no  notice  was  ever  sent 
to  them  of  their  election  ;  aiul  there  beiiii;  in 
the  books  of  the  society  ati  order  for  enteruig 
the  speeches  made  by  those  persons  as  they 
WCR  published  in  the  Moniteurof  Paris,  that, 
in  point  of  fact,  the  speeches  were  not  en- 
tered i  and  he  said,  he  never  had  the  news- 
paper in  which  they  were  contained,  and  he 
did  not  know  that  that  newspaper  was  ever 
circuJatetl  m  the  society ;  he  said,  that,  after 
the  eooimencenMnt  of  the  war,  there  wm  no 
correspondence  with  France. 

He  was  a«ked  as  to  a  letter  from  Margarol 
to  Hardy,  sptakitig  of  binclair  being  ill,  but 
M  having  been  basely  abaodoDed  by  tho  so- 
CMty ;  he  said,  he  remembers  seeing  such  a 
letter.  He  was  asked  as  to  Mr.  Horne 
Tooke's  health— whether  he  had  not  quitted 
London  upon  account  of  ill-health  ;  he  said, 
that  three  years  ago  Mr.  Tooke  did  quit 
London  on  account  of  itl^healtb,  and  wcia  to 
reside  at  Wimbledon. 

The  witness  being  farther  examined,  look**'! 
ai  au  entry  in  the  book  on  tiie  cievcutii  of 
April,  1794,  he  said,  Mr.  Jovce  was  tiwn  in 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Home  looke  appcan  to 
be  oamed  as  present. 

They  then  read  the  proceedings  of  the  8o« 
cicty  for  Constitutional  information  OH  the 
eleventh  of  April,  1794. 
.  •*  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Constitu- 
tional Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  wmOfStaod,  ftidayyApiil  11, 1794. 


A.  D.  im 

**  Present, 


•*  Mr.  Jovcc  in  the  chair, 
"Mr.  J.  Williams,  Mr.  Tuoke,  Mr.  J.  Pear- 
son, Mr.  Symonds,  Mr.  Hull,  Mr.  Wardle, 
Mr.  Milncr,  Mr.  Kyd,  Mr.  Wills,  Mr.  1  hel- 
wall,  Mr.  Scott,  Mir.  Thompson,  Mr.  G. 
Williams,  Mr.  Holcroft,  Mr.  Chaifield,  Mr. 
Beck,  Mr.  Har^y,  rev.  Mr.Macewen  ( Duh- 
duj,  Mr.  Feweett  (FMmi94nu),  Mr. 
Jawingp^  Mr.  Bicbter. 

"  Mr.  Joyce  made  the  rc|>ortoftberoeetiDg 
of  the  delegates  of  the  London  Corresponding 
Society,  for  the  purpose  of  this  society  co-ope- 
rating with  the  London  Corresponding  So- 
cicty,  and  that  they  had  come  to  the  fdlow- 
ing  resolMtions : 

"  let,  Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  thie 
committee  very  desirable  that  a  general 
meeting  or  convention  of  the  friends  of  li-» 
bcrt;y',  snould  be  called  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing into  consideration  the  proper  methods  of 
obtaining  a  liiU  and  fair  representation  of  the 
people. 

'*  f  nd,  Resolved,  Tbat  it  is  recommended 

to  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information, 
and  the  London  Corresponding  Society,  to 
institute  a  regular  and  pressing  correspond- 
ence with  all  those  parts  of  the  country  whm 
^uvh  measures  may  be  likely  to  be  promoted, 
not  oniv  to  instigate  the  societies  already 
formed,Dut  to  endeavour  also  to  produce  such 
other  associations  aa  may  farther  the  general 
object. 

3rd,  Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this 

con.uVillec,  that  the  general  object  will  bo 
much  promoted,  if  a  standing  committee  of 
CO- operation  between  the  two  societies  were 
established,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  per- 
sonal communication  with  such  members  of 
similar  societies  in  other  parts  of  the  country 
as  may  occasionally  be  in  London,  end  who 
may  be  authorized  by  their  respective  »ode* 
ties  to  act  with  such  committees." 

"  Head  the  following  letter  from  the  secre- 
tary to  the  London  Corresponding  Society. 

*'  April  10,  1794. 
**  Citizen      am  ordered  by  the  committee 

of  dclerrjtes  of  the  London  Corresponding 
Society,  lo  mform  the  Society  for  Constitu- 
tional Information  tbat  they  approve  of  the 

re^oiutions  of  the  committee  of  conference. 

"  i  licrefore,  the  London  Corresponding 
Society  have  chosen  Bfatthew  Moore,  John 
Thelwall,  John  Biuter,Richard  Hodgson,  and 

John  Lovelt,  to  put  in  prariice  immediately 
the  second  and  tiiud  reaoiuiioilfi  ot  th2.l  com- 
mittee. 

(Signerf)     "  Thomas  Hardy,  secretary, 
"  D.  Adams,  secretary  lo  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information.'* 

"  liesolvcd.  That  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  delegates  from  the  London  Corres- 
ponding Society,  and  of  this  society,  be  en* 
Icfed  in  the  booki  of  tfaia  aockly. 
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<*  Itt,  Resolved,  That  H  appears  to  this 

society  very  desirable,  that  a  ceneral  meeting 
of  the  frieuds  of  liberty  should  be  called,  for 
the  purpose  of  takins  into  eonvdetatloa  the 
proper  method^  of  obUining  A  fiilt  and  flur 
lepresentation  of  the  people. 

•*  2nd,  Resolved,  That  it  appear?  to  this 
socieQr,  that  the  general  olgect  will  be  much 
promotf^cl  if  a  standing  committee  of  co-opera- 
tion were  estabUshed  for  the  purpose  of  hold-  i  not  to  be  many  months  distant, 
ing  personal  eommunicatibn  vHth  soeh  mem-  {    **  *  An  amendment  was  moved, 
Lers  of  similar  societies  in  other  parts  of  the 


ment  be  inserted  uvoca  it. — In  ankr  that 

they  may  be  al-.vays  ready,  for  the  [linwiluit 
reference  of  the  members  of  this  aocialyy 
daring  the  continuaoee  of  the  preeent  imiMi* 

tunaie  war ;  and  that,  in  perpetuam  rei  me- 
raoriam,  they  may  be  printed  together,  in  one 
sheet,  at  the  Happy  conchision  of  it ;  which 
happy  conclusion,  acooiding  to  the  present 
proi/;errrris  appearances,  we  nope  and  PallOTt 


country  as  may  occasionally  be  in  London, 
and  who  may  be  a\ithorized  by  their  respec- 
tive societies  to  act  with  committaes. 

"  3r<l,  llesolvecl.  That  the  committee  of 
correspondence  already  appointed  by  this 
society,  be  the  coamiittBe  fiir  co-operation  and 
communication  with  the  comiBitteoaof  ether 
societies. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  be  desired  to 

send  a  letter  to  the  London  Corresponding 
Society,  acquainting  them  with  the  members 
of  this  society  appointed  to  confer  with  them. 

**  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Joyce  be  reqtitsled 
to  accept  of  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  eons* 
mittee  of  correspondence. 

"  Mr.  Joyce  being  present,  accepted  of  the 
said  office.*' 

The  use  that  is  made  of  this  paper  is,  to 
dring  home  to  Mr.  Home  Tooke's  kuowledxe 
the  transactiona  of  that  committee,.  ociginalTv 
of  delegate?,  and  afterwards  of  correspond- 
ence and  co-operation,  at  which  it  appears, 
by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Adams,  that  he  was 
not  himself  pir^-cnt.  Though  not  present,  if 
tie  drew  up  the  resolutions,  or  was  privy  to 
the  resolutions,  that  certainly  is  evinenee  to 
show  that  he  was  privy  to  and  cuncurrod  in 
tiiese  resolutions,  though  he  was  not  himself 
present  at  the  meeting  when  these  resolu- 
tions were  cone  to— Soch  is  the  natura 
the  evidence. 

They  next  produced  a  paper  signed  also  by 
Mr.  Home  Tooke,  purporting  to  be  the  mi- 
nute of  a  rcsohition  which  passed  in  the  Con- 
stitutional Society  upon  the  24th  of  January, 
1794. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Cbnsti- 
tutional  Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  tavern,  Strand,  Friday,  S4th  Jamiary 
J7M. 


Mr.  John  Peanon  in  tho  cfaaii^ 

"Mr.  Home  Tooke^  count  Zenobio,  Mr. 

Frost,  Mr.  Bonney,  rev.  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  J. 
Williams,  Mr.  Stark,  Mr.  Banks,  Mr.  Kutt, 
Mr.  Bonham,  Mr.  Kydd,  captain  Gawler, 
Mr.  Wardle,  Mr.  IIoicroA,  Mr.  Jennings, 

Mr.  Walls,  Mr.  John  Martin. 
**  A  motion  was  m;idc,  that  it  he 

**  Resolved,  That  tlie  most  excellent  ad- 
dress of  the  London  Corresponding^  Society, 
be  inserted  in  the  books  of  this  society,  and 


that  the  King's  speech  to  Uis     *  guUar  1  tiooa  of  this  society 


between  the  words  Hts  und  Parliament^ Itaa 

*  word  HmumrabU  should  be  inserted/ 
**  Honmrable  was  withdrawn. 

"  Another  amendment  was  then  moved, 

*  That  beiwoen  the  words  Hia  and  Parliamait^ 
'  the  word  FuUhJ'ul  should  be  inserted,' 

"  FaUhful  was  withdmwi). 

"  And  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  *  That 
'  His,  and  Uis  only,  is  tlie  proper  epittiet  ior 
'  parliament  upon  the  present  oceuioa.' 

"  The  re^oluiion  thsn  paisod  limmMOMlyy 
in  its  original  form. 

^  Resolved,  That  the  London  Correspond- 
ing Society  hava  dasenrad  well  of  thsiv 
country. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  be  ordered 
to  cause  forty  thousand  copies  oftheaddTMs. 

the  speech,  an  J  these  resolutions,  to  be 
printed  on  one  sheet,  and  oroperly  distributed 
m  England,  Scotlnad,  ana  Irelaiid. 

**  Resolved,  That  these  resolutiona  lo  pnb* 
lished  in  the  newspapers." 

This  minute  is  proved  by  Mr.  Woodfall  to 
be  partly  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Tooke  j 
as  to  the  rest  Adams  did  not  know  whose 
hand  it  was,  but  ratlier  tliought  it  might  be 
Mr.  Bonney'a. 

They  then  examined  tho  witness,  Adams, 
to  different  entries  in  the  books  of  the  Consti- 
tutional Society,  in  order  to  satisfy  you  that 
the  transactions  really  passed  accordine  as 
they  are  entered  in  these  bocks,  to  the  best 
of  the  knowledge  of  this  witness,  who  was 
the  secretary  of  this  society;  this  he  proved  t 
his  evidence,  however,  is  always  to  be  taken 
with  the  evidence  that  he  before  gave,  that 
though  the  names  of  particular  persons  ap* 
pear  to  have  been  set  against  the  parliaidae 
meetings,  it  might  luippen  thai  the  name  of 
a  person  might  be  there  who  did  not  remain 
at  the  time  that  a  particular  resolution  passed; 
because,  he  j-ai<i,  It  often  happened  that  a 
person  whose  name  was  set  down,  having 
dined  there,  and  being  there  at  tlie  opemng 
of  the  meeting,  went  away  before  the  parti- 
cular resolution  passed.  With  that  reserve 
he  goes  through  the  book,  and  dues  establish 
that  the  entries  are  fairly  nmde^  to  tfie  bestof 
his  knowledge,  and  that  the  name?'  nrc  fairly 
set  down  of  the  persons  present,  in  some  part 
of  the  evening,  when  these  difimit  aMctiBgs 
were  heUl,  and  these  resolutions  u  ere  piisscd. 
This  evidence  goes  to  all  the  transactiuus  of 
the  whole  period  from  1T9I  dome  to  1794, 
when  Mr.  Adams's  knowledge  of  tho  transask 
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|jnhendid«  I  mi  tlhfed  it  will  be  OMMatry 

for  me  to  go  through  his  evidence  respecting 
the  entries  in  these  book.%  bccau55c  there 
were  circuoifilances  of  evidence  interspersed 
vhieli  ire  collateral  to  the  subject  matter  of 
the  entric<;,  nml  whirh  may  be  thou^iiMile- 
rial  on  one  &ide  or  tiie  other. 

Heint  spoke  of  the  entry  of  thetwenty* 
of  March,  179'.',  ^\hcn  thanks  were 
given  to  Thomas  Paine  fur  bis  most  masterly 
Book,  imitoled.  The  Rights  of  Man;  and 
there  is  an  order  to  distribute  copies  of  this 
book  lo  nl!  their  correspondents  in  England, 
Gotland,  iind  irauce;  and  this  resolution 
was  \o  be  pub!isbed.-^Mr.  Uorne  Tooke  ap- 
peared tci  be  present. 
.  Upon  the  tir^t  of  April,  1791,  Mr.  Home 
Tooke  appears  tlso  Id  oe  present,  when  there 
vra^  an  order  that  the  resolution  should  be 
re-yuiblished  in  certain  papers  named  ;  many 
oi  them  were  the  country  papers.  The  wit« 
ness  said  he  did  not  know  whetiier  tiMy  woe 
if)  fart  pnMished  accordingly  or  not. 

Upon  the  ninth  of  March,  1799,  Joel  Bar- 
lev,  the  author  of  Advice  to  the  Privileged 
Orders,  was  propo«rd  as  an  honni.iry  mem- 
ber by  Mr.  Tooke,  seconded  by  Mr.  bharpe. 

UpoD  the  sixteenth  of  March,  thanks  were 
ipven  to  a  society  at  Manchester  for  a  com* 
wiiinication  which  they  made,  and  a  declara- 
tion of  the  hearty  concurrence  of  this  society. 
The  rough  draft  of  this  appeari  10  bt  m  Mr. 
HomeTookc's  hand- writing. 
'  Upon  the  twenty>third  of  Marcli,  17 9S, 
thereba  resolotion,  the  mimites  of  which  were 
ao  Mr.  HorncToukc's  hand  ;  the  resolution  is 
—That  the  Constitutional  Society  approve  of 
a  commuoictition  from  the  Shefticlu  Society, 
There  is  a  dratt  of  a  letter  to  the  Sheffield 
Society  produced;  the  witness  said  he  did 
not  know  whose  hand-writing  it  was;  Mr. 
Woodfall,  however,  sud,  that  the  main  body 
of  it  is  Mr.  llorne  Tooke's  band  -there 
loentioo  ie  made  of  associating  twelve  of  the 
aiwffieid  Society,  as  members  of  the  Consti- 
tutional Society. 

(^pon  the  twelfth  of  April,  179?,  there  \\m 
a  communication  from  the  Three  l  uuh  ui  the 
borough  of  Souihwark ;  and  he  said  that  there 
were  thanks  voted,  and  a  resolution  to  pub- 
lish that  vote.  Upon  the  twenty-seventh  of 
April,  1799,  when  Mr.  Tooke  was  present, 
mere  was  a  icltcr  produced  ;  and  upon  the 
tt^urth  of  May,  Mr.  i'ooke  was  present,  when 
flieie  was  an  entry  of  e  letter  to  the  Revolu- 
tion Sodfety  at  Norwich,  and  when  Mr. 
Vaine  was  made  an  hounrary  me!!il»€r.  And 
tiirre  w  Mi  entry  of  their  appro Uutioo  of  Mr. 
Psioets  writings. 

He  was  asked  whether  a  letter  produced 
was  the  original  letter;  be  said  be  believed 
it  was  the  letter,  but  be  did  not  imdertake  to 
know  the  liand-writing.  He  said  that  Mr. 
Martin  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Home  Tooke  to 
be  ao  huoorary  member,  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Frost ;  he  said  that  a  letter  was  afler- 
wdaiiMeifod  Ison  Maitia^  to  HmwIt  Hmu 


for  Hit  hoMW  they  had  dwa  him;  but  he 

would  not  undertake  to  say  whose  hand  the  let* 

ler  produced  was.  He  !»a!d  ►here  was  a  meeting 
of  tiie  hocicly  upon  tiie  eieventt^of  May,  Ifiht 
— Mr.  Tookis  was  present ;  sii  iddiais  was 
voted  to  the  Jacobin^  and  there  ^vns  a  re^Iu- 
tioQ  Mr.  Uorne  Tooke  Uaosmit  it  to 
MonBlearPoiioo,8t  Fans.  There  was  ao^ 
tlirr  rrsoltition,  that  tlic  address  be  read  a 
second  time  at  the  next  meeting,  with  a  view 
to  its  being  ordered  to  be  published.  Upon 
the  IBth  uf  May,  1799,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
society,  Mr.  Tooke  being  in  the  chair,  that 
addrc&s  was  accoidiogly  read,  and  ord^ed  to 
be  published.  He  said,  a  letter  was  received 
from  Mr.  Paine,  that  he  %v:ih  about  to  publish 
a  cheap  edition  of  his  Eights  of  Man;  there 
was  a  reaohtliott  to  lliaidc  Ptstne,  and  to  siip> 
port  liim,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  intended  prosecution  ag^st 
hira;  three  ihousimd  copies  of  Paine's  Jelter 
and  the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  pub- 
lished, and  to  be  traTi«?m!ttcd  lo  thr  n^?nriated 
societies;  and  this  resolution  was  also  ordered 
to  be  published.  At  a  nMeting  upon  tha 
twenty-fiflh  of  May,  Mr.  Uorne  Tookt-  being 
present,  six  thousand  more  copies  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  and  distributed  to  the  diffiuent 
cmntiy  societiai^  in  the  respective  propor- 
tions expressed  in  the  resolutions.  There 
was  a  meeting  of  the  society  on  the  first  of 
June  )7M,  1^.  Home  Toeka  beiof  fnMOt ; 
there  was  a  report  from  the  secretary,  that 
there  had  been  copies  of  the  bills  ordered  at 
the  lest  meeting  sent  totha  difieitnt  soeieties, 
according  to  the  order  at  the  last  meeting — 
Mr.  Adams  said,  he  had  no  dotiht  they  were 
accordingly  sent.  He  said,  there  was  a  letter 
from  the  London  Corresponding  Society,  of 
the  thirty-first, f'f  ^!ay,  1702,  signoi  Marparot 
and  Uardy,  which  was  ordered  to  be  published 
in  sach  newspapers  as  wooM  raeeiw  the  ad< 
vcrtisemrnt-  of  this  society.  Upon  the  fif- 
teenth of  June,  he  said,  there  was  a  meeting, 
when  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  in  the  chair; 
read  a  letter  from  the  London  Corresponding 
Society  ;  twelve  thousand  copies  of  I'aine's 
letter  lo  Air.  Dundas  were  ordered  to  be 
iwinled,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
conduct  this  operation,  of  which  Mr.  Home 
Tooke  was  one — ^ihe  minutes  are  produced, 
and  they  appear  to  be  Mr.  Tooka^  baad-writ* 
ing.  He  said,  there  was  a  meetineupon  the 
twenty-second  of  June,  1799"Mr.  Tooke 
present ;  a  subKription  was  entsrad  into  ler 
the  benefit  of  Mr.  Paine.  Upon  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  June,  17?'?,  the  committee  which  had 
been  before  nominated  to  consider  a  plan 
for  the  distribution  of  the  twelve  thousand 
copies  of  Mr.  Paine's  letter  to  Mr.  l>und:is. 
reported  a  plan^  which  was  adopted :  whether 
to  be  printed  or  no  he  eonld  not  tnl.  Upon 
the  thirteenth  of  July,  1792,  six  persons, 
memhrrs  of  the  Corresponding  Society,  were 
elected  as  associated  members.  There  eraa 
another  meeting  of  the  society  upon  the  fifth 
of  Oclobar,        Mr.  iionia  Tooke  frwssti 
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it  does  not 

wsMS  done. 

He  said,  -^as  «  meetiiu;  upon  tlic 
turdfth  of  Octobor,  tf99y  Mr.  Horne  Tooko 

being  present ;  a  letter,  written  by  Joel  Bar- 
low 10  the  National  Convention  of  France, 
was  read;  and  Mr.  Joel  Barlow  wrote  to  the 
Mcietv ,  cxprasnng  his  satUfaciion  at  bang 
inade  an  honorary  member.  There  was  at 
tiie  feame  time  an  address  from  the  Loudoa 
Corresponding  Society  to  tbo  National  Coo* 
mention  of  France  read  and  entered.  T'|)on 
the  nineteenth  of  October  there  was  a  nieet- 
ing,  Mr.  Home  Tooke  in  the  chair ;  an  an- 
swer to  Mr.  Joel  Barlow  was  read,  which  was 
ordered  to  l»e  published  ;  Mr.  Horne  Tooke 
was  appointed  one  of  a  couimiUee  to  confer 
with  the  delegates  of  the  London  Correspond- 
ing Society  respecting  an  address  to  the  Na- 
tional ConvenlioQ  of  France.  Upoa  the 
tweal;]r-tixth  of  October,  179(2,  there  was  a 
meeting  of  the  society,  INIr.  Horne  Tooke  pre- 
sent;  addresses  were  recommended  by  the 
committee  of  that  society :  they  were  not  to 
presenl  a  joint  address  to  ue  Coovration,  but 
to  present  separate  addresses.  At  a  mpeling 
upon  the  niuth  of  November,  Mr.  Tooke 
being  present,  an  address  to  tiie  French  Con- 
vention from  tills  society  was  read  and  ap- 
proved, and  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Frost  were 
appointed  to  preaentit,  and  they  were  thanked 
for  accepting  that  appointment.  At  a  meet- 
ing on  the  fourletnth  of  December,  Mr. 
Tooke  being  present,  an  nddrcsH  from  Man- 
chester was  ready  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in 
tlie  newspapers,  and  a  hundred  thousand  co- 
pies were  ordered  to  be  printed,  lie  said 
there  was  a  letter  from  uon  began  to  be 
read  upon  that  day,  but  it  was  in  lYcnch, 
and  be  thinks  the  readingwas  not  pursued. 
IJpoir  the  tweoty-firtt  of  December,  1792,  a 
Conitnitlce  of  Correspondence  was  appointed, 
of  whicli  Mr.  Tooke  was  one.  I  pon  the 
fourth  of  May,  1792,  Mr.  Tooke  propose*!  Mr. 
Gerrald  as  a  member  of  this  society.  I  pon 
the  eighteenth  of  January,  1793,  Mr,  T  ouke 
being  present,  6l  AmIU,  a  Frencli  gentle- 
man, was  associated  a  member  of  this  society. 
Upon  the  twenty-fifth  of  January,  Mr.  7'ooke 
being  pri»cnt,  Roland  and  BarrSre  were  also 
Viade  honorary  members  of  this  society. 
Upon  the  first  of  February,  Mr.  Tooke  being 
present,  there  was  a  letter  from  the  society  ut 
Siic£lifld,  rc(jucbtin^  to  have  twelve  ol  liicir 
members  associatni  to  this  society.  Upon 
the  fifteenth  of  Martli,  1793,  Mr. To«<kc  being 
present,  tiianks  were  voted  to  Joel  Barlow 
and  John  Frost,  for  thdr  having  executed 
their  comniis!-ion  to  the  National  C  onvention 
of  France,  approving  oi  the  manner  in  which 
thev  had  condoetea  themselves.  Upon  the 
eighteenth  of  May,  li  93,  Mr.  Tooke  proposed 
Mr.  Sinrlair  as  a  inpmbcr.  Upon  the  twelfth 
of  April,  li  OJ,  Mr.  Tooke  bemg  present,  an 
answer  to  a  letter  from  Norwich  was  voted. 
Mr.  Tooke  is  stated  to  be  present  npMn  the 
iwentjf-firitof  June,  1793,  and  the  twenty* 
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I  eighth  of  June.  Upon  the  twen^>fifth  of  Oo* 

,  tober,  1790,  Mr.  Tooke  was  present,  ^;inclair 
read  a  letter  with  an  address  from  bktrving, 
who  was  secretary  to  the  Conirention  of  the 
Friends  of  the  People  in  Scotland,  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  London  Currcspontling  Society. 

j  Upon  the  sixlli  ut  December,  17 'J J,  a  meeting 
was  appoiDled  for  the  second  Friday  in  Ja* 
nuary,  to  consider  of  Mr.  Smclair's  letters. 
Upon  the  twenty-cightii  of  March,  1794,  Mr, 
Tooke  being  present  they  came  to  a  resehi- 

!  tion  to  enter  upon  their  minutes  a  letter  from 
the  London  Corresponduig  Society.  Upon 
the  fourth  of  April,  I79t,  Mr.  Tooke  bemg 
present,  certain  resoluliuns  passed.  Upon 
the  ninth  of  May,  17 'J  i,  Mr  Tooke  being; 
present,  two  thousand  copies  ol  a  pamphlet 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  witness  then  said,  that  though  there 
had  been  an  order  upon  Uie  tweoty-lourth  of 
January,  for  the  address  of  the  London  Gor^ 
responding  Socicl}'  to  be  entered  in  the  books 
of  the  society,  in  pomt  of  fact  it  was  not  en- 
tered, and  he  could  not  take  upon  himself  to 
sajr  who  the  individuals  were  that  had  coma 
to  the  resolution  upon  that  subject.  He  was 
asked  whether  in  the  year  Mr.  Tooke 

was  not  a  candidate  for  Westminster,  he  said 
he  wa<=  ;  he  was  asked  wliettier  Mr.  Vaughaa 
was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Society,  ho 
fliud  he  was  not  a  member,  and  that  they  did* 
not  admit  strangers  to  the  society,  hut  that 
Mr.  Vaughan  rrught  probably  dine  tlicrc  with 
that  part  of  the  society  that  made  the  dinner 
dub.  He  said  Mr.  i  ooke  was  not  present 
upon  the  twenty -fifth  of  October,  i703;  he 
would  not  undertake,  however^  to  say  that  he 
was  not  present  at  any  part  uf  the  meeting. 

Having  ilius  gone  through  the  account  of 
the  different  entries  in  the  Look,  in  order  to 
show,  tliatinfact,  thej  were  entries  of  ttans- 
actions  that  really  happened ;  they  then  began 
to  read  the  entries  distinctly,  and  at  large, 
from  the  book ;  they  began  wilii  the  entry  of 
the  twenty-third  of  March,  1791,  that  the 
thanks  of  this  society  be  given  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Paine  {qr  his  masterly  work,  the  iiigbts  of 
Man,  that  you  will,  tberefore,  now  hear  xmA* 

[Vide  p.  iU  of  this  volume.] 

Thev  then  call  Thomas  Chapman,  in  order 
to  identify  the  book  called  the  Rights  of  Maii^ 

and  with  a  view  that  such  parts  of  it  as  were 
j  thought  to  be  maleridl  to  tiie  ca^:  should  be 
j  read  m  evidence ;  he  said  he  printed  part  of 
the  Uighls  of  Man  for  the  author ,  iho  book 
WHS  delivered  lu.  and  they  read  some  pas- 
sages from  it;  those  passages  yoawiH  now 
hear  agaio* 

[See  them  m  the  trial  of  Thomas  Bar^,  aall 
Vol.  U,  p.  497] 

The  next  thing  they  read  was  an  entrr  from 
the  books  of  the  ConstituUon.il  bociety,  upon 
thetwenty-secondof  July,  1791;  thishadnel 
been  mrnriAntd  by  Adams  in  giving  his  evi- 
dence but  be  al(er\«aids  substantiated  this 
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tntry;  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  not  present ;  it 

conti^ins  the  origina),  and  the  translation  of 
ail  adilress  from  a  society  m  I  rance,  which 
wa>  ordered  to  he  entered.  It  is  addressed 
to  the  Friends  of  Liberty  assembled  together 
ia  London  upon  the  fourteenth  of  July,  179 1» 
to  eelebrate  th«  French  Re? olation. 

[Vide  p.  115  of  this  Volame.] 

Some  questions  were  put  to  Mr.  Adtmt  by 
Vftj  of  crow>examinatioD»  but  I  think  nothing 
MM^ial  arose  from  them. 

The  next  witness,  John  Tiiompson,  spoke 
to  •  paper  found  at  Mr.  Home  Tooic«*ft  house 

9lX  Wimblc'lom  ;    il  hr;^  nn  f1;'.tr  ;    there  arc 

two  parts,  oue  ts  lulcrlmed  with  Mr.  Uorne 
Toolce't  hand,  as  is  proired  by  Mr.  Woodfall, 

the  other  part  is  in  a  different  hand-writlni^ — 
it  is  an  address  and  declaration  at  a  select 
meeting  of  the  i'r tends  of  Universal  Peace  and 
liberty. 

[nde  p.  lie  of  this  Volune.] 

The  material  passage  whieb  I  suppose  they 
naean  to  insist  upun  on  the  part  of  the  prose- 
cution scenas  to  be  this— We  profess  and 
prodaim  it  as  cur  principle,  that  cvcay  nation 
has  at  all  times  an  inherent  indefeasible  right 
to  constitute  and  estal-lish  such  government 
for  itself  as  best  accorth  with  its  disposiliuo, 
interest,  and  happiness." 

An  far  as  respects  the  alteration  in  the 
f  reach  govenuueot,  it  does  not  seem  as  if  it 
mild  have  any  very  material  application  to 
the  present  case. 

The  next  was  a  paper  found  in  Mr.  Tookc's 
house  by  Thornton,  one  of  the  persons  who 
asiSstwi  at  the  time  <rf  seizing  Mr.  Tooke's 
^per*",  and  which  purports  tube  a  letter  from 
>If.  Cooper,  Manchester,  uoou  ihc  subject 
of  making  an  abridgment  of  Maine's  works.  ; 
1  do  not  Uiink  il  very  necessary  to  trouble  you 
with  hearing  that  letter  read.  1  i)crc  is  an- 
«^er  letter  ahto  from  the  same  p  r  n,  bear- 
ing date  the  tweDly-ulntli  ofAii;2;ust,  1791, 
speaking  of  having  received  a  letter  trora  Mr. 
Tooke,  and  other  subjects  not  extremely  ma- 
terial to  the  present  inquiry,  .\niong  other 
things,  it  speaks  of  a  Mr.  Wheeler,  a  printer, 
«t  Manchester,  having  had  some  difficulties 
about  printing  some  of  the  works  which  Mr. 
Vall-.tr,  oC.Ni.inc'icstcr,  wished  to  be  printed. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  is  a  paper  which 
was  seizt^  at  the  house  of  Hardy,  which  is 
proved,  by  Mr.  Woodfall,  to  have  interlinea- 
tions in  it.  and  four  lines  at  tlic  bottom  of 
Mr.  Tooke's  hand-writing;  this  you  will  hear 
read*  it  seems  to  be  a  paper  which  has  some 
reference  to  the  original  institution  of  the 
loadno  Corresponding  bociety,  and  tlie  coun- 
eel  for  the  proeeeuiion  infer  from  this  paper, 
thus  found  in  the  liands  of  Hardy,  with  inlcr- 
Uncations,  and  some  lines  a^ded  by  Mr. 
Tooke,  that  he  had  some  kind  of  piivii^,  in- 
tercourse, or  connexion  in  the  forming  of 
that  society  ;  whether  the  observation  is  war- 
ranted by  the  fact,  you  will  judge  when  you 
Jicar  thft  flvidenee. 
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Gentlemen,  the  next  piece  of  evidence  was 
a  iMtcr  of  the  fourteenth  of  Mnrch,  1703, 
found  by  Maclean  upon  Adams,  liic  secretary 
of  the  Constitutional  Society,  addressed  to 
him  from  Sheffield.   The  import  of  this  letter 
is  to  inform  the  secretary  of  the  Coostitu- 
tfonal  Society,  that  they  had,  about  four 
months  since,  formed  thrmsclves  into  a  so* 
cie^,  then  very  few  in  number,  but  they 
hftdf  increased,  and  were  Tikely  to  become 
numerous,  for  that  not  only  that  large  and 
populous  town,  but  th"  wliofe  neighbourhood 
for  many  miles  rouud  had  an  attentive  eye 
upon  tiiem ;  that  most  of  the  towns  and  vil. 
lages  were  formin^j  tlicmj^elves  into  similar 
associations,  and  strictly  adhered  to  the  mode 
of  copying  af\er  them ;  that  they  had  taken 
the  liberty  of  writing  to  !Mr.  Hornc  Tuo!  i  , 
describcil  to  be  that  worthy  tViend  and  patriot 
for  the  rights  of  the  people,  informing  hira 
of  their  earnest  desires  of  entering  into  a  con- 
nexion "  ith  the  society  of  the  same  denomina- 
tion Willi  theirs  in  Loudon ;  they  say  his  very 
obliging  and  affectionate  answer  nvours  ua 
with  your  address;  in  consequence  we  have 
taken  the  liberty  herewith  to  transmit  to  you 
(Mr.  Adams)  some  tesolres— proposing  to 
enter  into  a  connexion  and  correspondence 
with  this  society.    Nothing  more  is  to  be 
found  in  this  letter,  and  therefore  I  do  not 
trouble  yon  with  hearing  it  particularly  reid. 
T'  '  I  f  i*  a  postscript,  in  ^vhirh  the  writer  says 
— We  have  taken  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a 
parcel  for  Hardy,  in  answer  to  a  letter  fi^m 
hi  in  to  this  society,  requesting  some  informa- 
tion concerning  our  method  oi  conducting  the 
business,  and  mforming  them  tliat  there  arc 
in  London*  a  number  of  mechanics,  shoi^ 
makers,  ifec.  forming  themselves  into  a  so- 
ciety on  the  broad  basis  of  the  RigliU  ol  Man, 
and  desiring  that  the  packet  mav  remain  wilb 
Mr.  Adams  till  it  shall  be  called  for;  it  men- 
tioned that  he  had  given  to  Mr.  Uardyau  ac- 
count of  their  manner  of  proceeding,  and 
stating  an  improvement  that  they  liad  adopted 
proper  for  great  and  populous  towns,  that  is, 
dividing  themselves  mto  smaller  bodies,  or 
meetings  of  ten  persons,  each  of  these  ten  to 
appoint  a  delegate;  ten  of  these  dclcf^atcs  to 
form  another  meeting,  and  so  on  delegating 
from  one  to  another,  till  at  last  they  are  re- 
duced to  a  proper  number  for  con>lituiing  tlie 
committee,  or  grand  council.    That  is  the 
substance  of  that  letter. 

They  next  produce  a  paper  found  upon 
Adams,  which  is  a  letter  from  Ashtoo,  secre- 
tary to  the  Sheffield  Society,  dated  the  four- 
teenth of  Mareh,  un;  that  letter  ihall  be 
read  to  you. 

"Gentlemen; — ^This  society,  feeling  as 
they  do,  the  grievous  effects  of  the  present 
corrupt  state  defocta,  nd  aboseof  our  eemv> 

try ;  the  great  and  heavy  oppressions  which 
the  cornrnon  miss  o  f  the  people  labour 
under,  as  tiic  uatural  consequence  of  that 
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corruption ;  and  at  the  same  time  being 
sensible,  tea  degree  of  certainty,  that  the 
public  minds,  aud  gcucral  sentiments  ot 
the  people,  are  determined  to  oljiam,  A 
RADICAL  REFORM  OF  THE  COV:^- 
TRY,  »s  »ooa  as  prudencp  and  di$cretiuu 
will  permit,  believas  it  their  daHy  to  roake 
use  of  every  prudent  means,  as  far  as  their 
abilities  can  be  p&tfnded,  to  obtain  so 
lotafy  tad  desirable  va  object  as  a  thorough 
refonnatioa  of  our  country.  For  these  rea- 
sons, with  great  deference  and  submission 
to  tile  menibec&  ol  the  bucieiy  fgr  ConsLi- 
tutioaal  Infomiatiott  in  Londoo,  we  beg 
leave  to  request  that  thry  u  ill  be  pIcT^ed  to 
admit  the  persons  of  tiie  toUowm^  iiiiines 
amiBMd  hmto  as  jnemheraoT  their  society 
(they  being  nur  friends,  and  members  of 
our  society),  in  order  that  a  close  connexion 
may  be  formed,  and  a  te^^lar  communica- 
tion maintained,  between  the  two  bodies ; 
that,  being  thus  strengthened  this  society 
may  be  better  enabled  to  govcru  ilseif  wuti 


I  think  it  should  be  observed  that  thiv 
soema  to  be  ttie  most  correct  vote  that  I  have 
met  with  among  the  procceduigs  of  these 
popidar  societies.  The  society  at  Manchester 
approve  of  Paine's  lecond  part  of  the  Rights 
oif  Man,  and  talk  of  carrying:  into  practice  the 
principles  the^  approve  of ;  out  they  cooftae 
their  approbation  to  the  «;pccific  object*:,  r-  - 
specting  which  it  mi^ht  be  not  unreasonable 
to  approve  of  Mr.  Paioe*«  work ;  and  if  that 
resolution  had  been  followed  by  those  other 
persons  who  have  adopted  and  printed  Mr. 
Faiue's  works,  it  certamly  would  nut  have 
been  so  much  a  subject  complaint,  as  it  is  ia 
in  the  present  state  of  things.  I  rWiuk  it  n 
justice  due,  both  to  the  prisoner  and  those 
who  passed  that  resolution,  to  take  notiee  in 
how  guarded  a  way,  separating  the  good  from 
the  bad,  that  resolution,  respecting  Mr* 
Paine's  work,  is  expressed. 

The  next  is  a  proceeding  of  the  twenty-4hiid 
of  March,  17  02,  of  the  ConstitutionaJ  Society, 
when  Mr.  ilurne  Tooke  was  present.  There 


more  propriety,  and  to  render  assistance  to  |  is  a  paper  watered  to  the  book,  containing  the 


their  fellow-citizens  in  thi.s  neighbourhood, 
vad  iu  parts  more  remote ;  that  they,  in 
tiieir  ium,  ms j  extend  ushuI  knowledge 
still  farther,  from  town  to  village,  and  from 
village  to  town,  nniW  the  whole  niition  lie 
su^^ueatiy  euliglitcaed,  and  uuiicd  xn  tiic 
tine  causes  which  caanol  fiul  of  bemg  the 
case  wherever  the  most  excellent  worKs  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Paine  £nd  residence.  I  am, 
gentlemen,  your  most  respectfiil  and  shw 
cere  iauoA^By  order  of  the  committee. 

"  SAMUJiL  ASIITON, 
Secretary  for  this  society." 

This  letter  is  proved  by  Mr.  Woodfall  to 
have  some  interiineations  of  the  prisoner's 
hanf?,  partirularly  the  word  "  country,**  in 
two  places  mstead  of  government,  and  in  one 
place  the  words  "twikml  r^orm  tf^  So 
that,  according  to  this  stale  of  the  evidence, 
a  paper  which  purp(»ls  to  be  a  letter  from  a 
Sberoeld  Society,  to  the  secretary  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Society,  b  found  in  the  possession 
of  that  secretary,  with  alterations  in  the 
hand«writing  of  Mr.  Home  Tooke.  Tlie  ob- 
servatioot  vrakfa  are  made  upon  that  seem  to 
be  these — either  that  Mr.  Home  Tooke  must 
have  had  some  intercourse  with  the  persons 
who  wrote  tint  letter,  to  be  in  privity  with 
them ;  unless  it  should  appear  that  Mr.  Home 
'i'ookc  had  made  the  alterations  in  the  letter 
aAer  it  was  received,  now,  with  respect  to 
that,  there  is  no  evideoce  oAered,  and  there- 
fore the  inference,  mifV  on  the  p^irt  of  the 
prosecution,  so  tar  re  mams  unanswered. 

They  read,  fien  the  books  of  the  Const!- 
tr.tional  Society,  an  entry  of  the  sixteenth  of 
March,  17M,  when  Mr.  Home  Tooke  ap- 
j^eiii,  ^  the  entry,  to  have  been  in  the  chair 
\  jju»  JealBarlow  was  made  an  honorary 
tht  uraflhateatiy  viUbeiead 


memhir. 


CKnkp.         this  Vohune.! 


sijlutiuns  of  tfic  Shrfficld  Society,  with  Mr. 
Xooke's  haiid-writmg  upon  it ;  and  a  zcsoh^ 
tion  also,  founded  upon  that  tesdntioB  of  liie 
ShcmeUl  Society,  in  Mr.  Tooke^t  hanl  They 
must  be  read. 

[Vide  p.  135  of  this  Volume  ] 

Gentlemen,  the  nrxt  pirrr  c  f  f  v  i  It  rice  was 
the  entry  of  the  proceedmgs  upon  tUe  thir- 
tieth of  March,  im,  when  Mr.  Hone  Tooke 
was  present.  There  is  a  rough  draft  of  the 
minutes  of  certain  resolutions,  transmitted 
from  the  secretary  of  the  London  Corres- 
ponding Society,  to  the  secretary  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Society,  signed  Thomas  Hardy,  and 
which  signature,  •*  Thomas  Hardy,"  Mr. 
Woodfall  states  to  be,  in  fact,  Mr.  H<KTie 
Tookr'';  h  ind-writing  which  shows  that  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  must  have  had  a  EJ[eat  deal  to  do 
in fbmung these resolutioiis.  ThattstheiMo 
that  was  made  of  that  evidence,  on  the  part 
of  th«<  pro<^ecutor*  You  will  hear  these  leso- 
lu 

[Vidr,  p.  137  of  this  Volume.] 

The  next  paper  that  was  read,  was  toiiml 
upon  Adams,  and  is  proved  to  be  of  Mr.  Home 

Tooke's  hand  writing,  purporting  to  be  the 
draft  of  a  letter  from  Adams  to  iheSbefiicld 
Society,  signifying  the  election  of  the  asso- 
ciated memhers.  It  does  not  setm  to  me 
that  any  thine;  very  material  arises  upon  that. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  is  a  resolution 
of  the  Constttntionai  Society,  on  the  twen- 
tieth of  April,  17^?,  in  which  thrv  thank 
the  Southwark  Society  for  a  communication 
♦of  their  declaration ;  itis«nlefed,and«rdend 
to  be  published.  Yon  will  hear  thm  inad^  k 
is  a  material  paper. 

[Fiiis  p.  139  of  this  Vohraie.] 

n^'ntlrmen,  the  obsrrv-^tion  that  is  roa^e, 
on  the  pari  of  the  proMcuUon,  upon  this 
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paper,  i%  thai  it  is  expressed  in  terms  which 
areeitreradyeseeptiomble;  simI  tint  though 

i\  \%  expressed  in  these  terms,  this  society 
crdemi  it  to  be  published— the  exceptioaable 
terms  are  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  resolutions — 

That  equal  active  citizenship  is  the  unalien- 
able right  of  all  men — minors,  rriniirctl^,  and 
insane  persons  excepted;  and  "  That  the 
•lerdse  of  that  right,  in  appointing  an  ade- 
quate representative  eovornmcnt,  \%  the 
"Wisest  device  of  human  policy,  and  the  only 
McuritY  of  national  freedom/'  Now,  perhaps, 
it  would  be  more  than  ought  fairly  to  l>c  in- 
lerred  from  this  paper,  that  these  persons 
4M  leally  mean  by  a  representative  govem> 
xuent,"  to  express  a  government  by  the  people 
inffepf-ndont  of  the  constilntioiial  part  of  the 
^vcrnincnt,  iii  the  king  aud  lords;  to  be 
■uro  it  is  expressed  very  unguardedly,  and  the 
observation  upon  it  is,  that  a  paper  so  ex- 
pressed ought  not  to  have  been  published  in 
tbif  manner,  by  a  reaolutioo  of  this  society. 

Thr  next  piece  of  evidence  is  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  twenty-aevcnth  of  April,  when 
Sir.  Uorne  Tooke  wta  present ;  and  then  a 
letter  was  sent  to  the  Society  of  the  Friends 
of  the  People,  which  produced  afterwards  an 
answer,  « riiien  bv  the  Society  of  the  Friends 
of  the  People,  and  signed  bylord  John  lUisseil. 
I  believe  it  will  be  necessary  that  that  letter, 
and  the  answer,  should  be  read  to  you,  because 
many  observations  have  been  made  upon 
them,  on  the  p'.rt  of  the  prosocuUoD^  and 
Borne  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner. 

[Vide  pages  14«  and  144  of  this  Volume.] 

Gentlemen,  I  have  directed  this  letter,  and 
the  answer  to  it,  to  be  read  to  you,  because 
obaervations  were  made  upon  them  at  the 
same  time.  I  will  tell  you  what  occurs  to 
.  me  upon  the  letter  and  answer.  It  appears 
tomeas  if  it  «vas  a  pert  letter,  and  was  so 
considered  by  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of 
the  People,  and  that  they  returned  a  peevish 
'answer;  and  perhaps  that  may  really  and 
truly  be  the  whole  effect  of  that  correspond- 
pnrc.  I  observe  that  they  allude  in  it  to 
something  respecting  Mr.  Paine's  plan ;  tiut 
they  do  not  expect  to  see  his  preat  plans  spee- 
dily carried  into  execution.  I  do  not  observr 
that  this  is  nieotiooed  in  the  letter  from  the  . 
Society  for  Constitndonal  Information,  but 
the  fact  seems  to  be  that  a  sentiment  (tf  that 
kind  was  eipressed  in  a  tetter  from  the  Man- 
chester Society',  to  the  Constitutional  Society, 
and  the  Constitutional  Society  did  very  impro- 
p  r! y  and  very  incautiously,  publish  a  great 
loanv  of  these  papers.— It  seems  to  me  as  it 
the  ^iety  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  had 
taken  that  idea  from  some  nf.vspapor,  and 
had  quarrelled  with  the  CoustUuUoual  Society 
upon  that  ground,  and  not  improperly,  be- 
cause these  publications  are  open  to  a  great 
deal  of  observation.  1  thiok  this  is  nearly 
the  whole  that  results  from  these  two  letters. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence,  purported  to  be 
a  letter  trom  Norwich  to  the  Conslstiitioiial 
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Society,  signed  I.  Broughton;  that  letter  was 
found  among  Adams's  papers.    They  state 

that  they  are  liappy  to  ^re  the  success  of 
the  She^eld  Society,  and  approve  the  dele- 
gations that  have  been  made  to  form  a 
plan  of  general  information,  and  express  a 
wish  that  all  the  societies,  of  a  similar  kind 
in  Kndaiid,  were  uniy  as  so  manv  members^ 
strongly  and  indissolubly  miited  into  one 
political 

observation,  because  it  is  an  expression  to  be 
found  in  many  of  the  letters,  and  it  seems  to 
have  been  industriously  infused  into  many  of 
these  societies ;  that  the  use  that  was  to  be 
made  of  them  vvas,  to  unite  these  bodies  of 
men  into  one  body,  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ing, by  the  strength  of  that  union,  what 
otherwise  was,  perhaps,  not  to  be  produced. — 
Whether  this  was  meant  to  be  eflected  by 
force,  or  by  the  general  impression  upon  the 
public  that  a  large  body  of  men  had  a  wish 
upon  the  subject,  is  another  consideration  • 
but  this  notion  of  union  seems  to  have  been 
vei^y  mdustriouslv  circulated  through  the 
soaelies,  and  expressed  more  than  onc«  in 
this  letter, 

Tiiey  go  on  to  stale  that  their  society  con- 
sists of  some  hundreds,  and  that  they  had 
appointed  delegates;  that  new  societies  were 
frequcully  forming,  which,  by  delegates,  pre- 
served a  mutual  intercourse  with  each  other, 
for  instruction  and  information.  Then  the^ 
speak  of  Mr.  Burke-  -that  is  not  very  inateriaf. 
The  fourth  resolution  is — **  To  Mr,  1  homas 
Paine  our  thanks  are  especially  due  for  his 
first  and  second  part  of  the  Rights  of  Man; 
and  we  sincerely  wish  that  he  may  live  to  see 
his  labours  crowned  with  success,  in  the  ge- 
neral diti'u^ion  of  liberty  and  hap|dness  among 
mankind.**    This  ihtrefore,  ynu  see,  is  an 
unqualified  approbation  of  Fame's  First  and 
Second  Parts  of  the  Rights  of  Han.  They  go 
on  then  to  take  notice  •-f^omc  discovery  sup- 
posed to  be  made,  reiaiive  to  the  Westminster 
election,  which  you  need  not  be  troubled 
with.    They  conclude — **We  congratulate 
our  brethren  in  the  various  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, on  the  progress  of  political  knowledge ; 
and  earnestly  entreat  them  to  increase  their 
n  =  <  L  i  Liirri"*,  iii  order  tn  form  one  gnind  and 
exieubive  uniuu  of  all  the  friends  ot  cjcneral 
liberty,  and  we  hope  the  time  bnotlardia- 
taut  when  the  people  of  England  will  be 
equally  and  faithfully  repre<^ented  in  parlia- 
ment."  The  idea  of  forming  this  grand  union, 
you  see,  is  laboured,  and  is  twice  expressed 
ui  that  single  paper  of  resolutions.    I  should 
observe  tu  you,  that  the  date  of  that  Idler 
was  the  twenty-fourth  of  March ;  there  is  aa 
alteration  in  il  in  Mr.  Tooke';?  hand-writing ; 
that  alteration,  perhaps,  it  may  be  proper  lor 
you  to  look  at ;  It  is  an  alteretion  finom  the 
twenty- fourth  ultimo,  to  the  twenty-fourth  of 
March.   1  ratlicr  suppose  that  alteration  was 
made  al^  it  came  into  the  hands  of  Adam^ 
and  with  a  view  only  to  accommodate  it  to 
the  time  when  it  was  la  be  entered  in  tlieir 
9  P 
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book,  and  that  it  does  not  afford  an  observa- 
tion as  if  Mr.  Tooke  had  seen  that  letter,  or 
corrected  it  before  it  was  produced  to  the 
society ;  that  docs  seem  to  me  to  be  the 
effect  of  it,  and  that  it  is  not  to  be  carried 
farliier;  but  if  ^  ou  have  a  mind  to  look  at  it, 
you  wiU  see  how  that  is. 

Tlic  next  paper  that  was  read  was  fotind 
among  Adams's  papers :  it  contains  the  names 
of  persons  who  were  elected  itterobers  from 
the  Norwich  Society.  The  observation  upon 
it  is,  that  the  descriptions,  added  to  the 
names  of  these  persons,  are  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Mr.  Home  Tooke*  Tiiere  seems 
to  he  something  ebe  in  the  paper^  and  it  is 
proper  that  paper  should  be  read. 

[f'tJe  p.  143  of  this  Volume.] 

The  obsenralion  upon  this  letter  is,  that 
Mr.  Home  Tooke  has  added  to  the  names  of 

the  persons  who  were  recommended  to  be 
associated  members  from  the  Norwich  Society 
to  this  Constitutiunal  Society,  the  description 
of  tlicir  situations;  and  from  thence,  it  is  in- 
ferre<!,  with  a  great  deal  of  colour,  that  there 
roust  have  been  some  private  correspondence 
of  Mr.  Home  Tooke's,  with  Norwich,  upon 
this  siilijr^ft,  which  should  enable  him  to 
know  the  silualioa  of  those  peraons,  and  to 
be  able  to  add  these  descriptions  to  the  names; 
and  with  respect  to  the  letter  itself,  it  speaks 
of  a  combination  which  it  seems  desirous  of 
increasing  and  promoting,  which  combination 
certainly  is  in  itself  sufficiently  dangerous, 
and  thrcatcninj!:,  to  the  peace  of  the  commu- 
nity at  larzc,  because,  you  see,  it  is  mani- 
festly calculated  to  extend  itself  without  end, 
and  to  combine  all  those  persons  together  to 
whom  it  extends,  lor  hq^  object,  or  fur  any 
purpose;  if  it  is  good,  it  is  very  well,  but,  if 
It  is  bad,  it  is  exceedingly  dangerous  to  the 
community. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  is  the  proci?cd- 
tngs  of  the  Constitutional  Society,  on  the 
fourth  of  May,  1792,  in  which  a  Mr.  Martin 
is  proposed  a&  an  itonorary  member,  and  in 
which  these  two  last  letters  were  read ;  the 
teeolutions  upon  them  should  now  be  read. 

[TUe  pages  147, 148, 149,  of  this  Volume.] 

• 

They  then  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Martin ' 
the  original  letter  was  produced,  which,  by 
Mr.  Wuodldll,  is  proved  to  have  an  alteralioa 
in  it  in  Mr.  Tooke's  hand-writing,  instead  of 
the  word',  '*  learned  men  "  in  the  lelttr,  thr 
words  inserted  by  Mr.  Tooke,  as  1  understand 
are,  **  gentlemen  so  highly  approved  of  by  the 
public;"  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  I  need 
trouble  you  with  hearing  that  letter  read; 
the  efl^t  of  it  is,  that  Mr.  Home  Tooke  had 
a  commiinicatio:!  with  Martin,  and  that  he 
had  somethmg  to  do  in  the  correcting  the 
letter,  which  Martin  wrote  to  this  society : 
it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  go  farther. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  is  the  proceed- 
ings of  ilie  society,  upon  the  11th  of  May, 
179S,  when  Mr.  Uonia  Tooke  was  pieteot; 


TrmlqfJokn  Hone  TooU  [580 

and  I  believe  it  will  be  necessary,  that  these 
proceedings  should  be  read :  They  respect  au 
addrasa  which  was  at  that  time  proposed  to 
the  aodety  in  France^  called  the  Jaoobini. 

[Fidf  p.  150  of  thia  VoiiBae.] 

On  this  address,  asfaraa  Ityespectithe  Jae»> 

bins  at  Paris,  I  shall  not  make  any  observa- 
tion  at  present,  because  it  does  not  belong  to 
the  preslent  inquiry.  The  Interfering  oftbe 
suhjects  of  one  country,  with  respect  to  the  go- 
vernment of  another  country,  may  be  very 
improper,  but  it  does  not  touch  the  present 
question;  the  parts  which  touch  the  present 
question,  and  which  the  prosecutor  lays  stress 
upon,  are  tliese  ;  they  first  say,  "  It  wouki 
have  given  an  additional  triumph  to  our  con* 
gratulations,  if  the  equal  rights  of  men  (which 
are  thefoundationofyuurdeclaration  of  rij^hts) 
had  been  tecogoised  by  the  gomnmenta 
around. 

If  this  means,  that  they  were  to  be  receir- 
ed,  and  acted  upon,  within  these  governments^ 
it  is  a  very  exceptionable  idea,  because  thoM 
equal  rights  could  not,  in  that  sense  be  reco^ 
nized  by  the  governments  around,  without 
disturbing  those  governments  extremely,  par- 
ticularly without  disturbing  the  government 
of  the  country  we  live  in :  but,  if  it  meant 
only,  that  other  eountries  might  have  recog- 
nized them,  as  far  as  cstablisned  in  France, 
so  that  the  tranquillity  of  France  might  not  be 
disturbed,  then  there  does  not  seem  much 
reason  to  quarrel  with  it. 

Another  expression  is  more  exceptionable, 
and  leads  to  more  observation.  They  ufp 
"  We  now  behold  yoo  a  nation  provoked  into 
defence,  and  we  can  see  no  mode  of  defence 
equal  to  that  of  establishing  the  general  free> 
dom  of  Europe."    If  they  meant  by  that  ex- 


pression, that  the  French  were  to  defend 
themselves,  by  taking  upon  themselves  to  es- 
tablish what  this  papej;  calls  the  general  free* 
dom  of  Europe  all  over  Europe,  by  force,  it  ism 
most  dangerous  idea,  and  extremely  reprehen- 
sible ;  whether  that  be  the  true  sense  of  it  you 
will  judge.  Tbeother  part  of  the  paper  goea 
to  a  co-operation  with  the  committees  of 
Southwark,  London,  and  WestminsW  Socie* 
Ues,  in  the  publication  of  the  four  resolatiooa 
contained  in  the  declaration  heretofore  pub- 
lished by  this  society.  Those,  I  apprehend 
arc  the  declarations  which  were  transmitted 
by  the  Southwark  Society,  approved  and  or- 
dered tobc  published  by  this  society.  lobservcd 
upon  a  very  unguarded  expression  in  one  of 
those  declarations;  instead  of  publishing  it^ 
prudent  men  ought  to  have  suppressed  it;  that 
does  certainly  mord  an  observation  on  the 
part  of  the  prosecution. 

Gentlemen,  I  should  be  very  glad,  if  by  aiur 
exertions  of  mine,  I  could  hope  to  get  tlirou2;n 
this  summing  up  to-uiglit,  but  I  see  nlaix^y. 
that  the  length  of  it  would  carry  us  oeyond 
any  reasonable  hour,  and  that  I  have  not 
strength  to  eo  through  it.  1  believe,  therefor^ 
that  It  wwiM  be  bmter  now  tn  aqjoum^  I 
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will  meet  >ou  to-mot£v«w  morniug,  at  nine 
o*dock. 

It  being  now  near  nine  o'clock  at  night,  the 
Court  adjoumed  to  nine  oVlock  to-morrow 
inonung. 


SamM'yiue  iu  the  Old  BaiTey.— 
Roomier  tkc  iid, 

PftESBHT. 

I/)rd  Chief  Justice  Fyre ;  Lord  Chief  Baron 
idacdomld;  Mr.  Baron  Uotham ;  Mr.  Jus- 
lice  Giote;  Mr.  Juttke  LKwrence;  md 
'  oChen  his  Smestj's  Justices,  &g. 

Jokm  Borne  TbolU  stt  to  the  bar. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Gentlemen  of 
the  Jury  ; — I  left  off  last  night  with  «itating  to 
^'ou  a  procecduig  ot  the  Constitutional  Sociely 
on  the  eleventh  of  Ma^  1702,  an  addwstotlie 
Jacobins.  Tlie  next  piece  of  evidence  was  the 
{MDceeding  upon  the  eighteenth  of  May  1792 ; 
t^s  was  ft  meeting  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor, 
vrhen  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  present,  and  it 
was  upon  this  day  that  they  met  for  the  first 
time  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  they  had  be* 
font  held  their  meetings  at  the  house  of  the 
secretary.  The  address  that  had  been  before 
proposed  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  ^jubltsh- 
•d^and  there  was  a  letter  from  Mr.  Paine  res- 

Kting  acheap  edition  of  his  First  and  Srrnnd 
U  of  ihe  Rights  of  Man.  The  proceedings 
U  thismaeting  will  he  read  to  you. 

[FMb p.  159  of  thb  Volume.] 

Maclean  then  identified  a  paper  found  at 
Adanu's»  which  appnra  tobe  the  minutes  of 
these  resolutions,  and  it  is  proved  by  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Woodfall,  that  there  are  cor- 
rections in  the  han<twriting;[of  Mr.  Tooke. 
Under  the  head  of  expenses  of  the  society, 
there  are  charges  for  printing  in  the  newspa* 
pas  these  resMutioos,  and  also  the  resolution 
respecting  the  address  to  the  Jac'>bins. 

On  the  twen^-fifth  of  May  there  was  ano- 
ther  meeting  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  when 
Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  present,  and  it  appears 
that  at  that  mcelin^six  thousiuuf  copies  of  the 
bilUi  as  they  are  called,  whicii  iiad  been  di- 
rected at  the  last  meeting,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed.  There  is  a  direction  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  them  among  the  different  itocietics  with 
whom  this  society  conesponded ;  it  appeared 
by  the  account-book  that  twelve  guineas  were 
charceU  for  orinting  this  letter  of  Mr.  Faine's 
and  the  addrMs  to  the  Jacobins ;  there  are 
charges  for  the  conveyance  by  the  coaches  of 
these  when  printed  to  Norwich,  Glasgow,  and 
otlier  places,  and  aibo  for  iubcrting  them  in 
the  newspapers. 

Upon  lihe  first  of  June  1792,  tb^rewas  ano- 
ther meeting,  when  Mr.  Uorne  looke  was 
present.  Tbeseeretary  reported  that  he  had 
lent  the  different  copies  ol  tlic  blfN  i!i  if  were 
ordeiod  by  the  last  meeting  to  be  prmtct^  ac- 


A.  D.  I7M.  [58t 

cording  to  the  directions  that  he  bad  recciv«J, 
they  amount  to  a  pretty  larn  number,  and 

then  there  arc  three  thonsandmore  ordered  to 
be  printed;  and  to  be  distributed  to  particuhur 
places.  There  was  a  letter  from  the  Corres- 
ponding Society,  of  the  thirty-first  of  May, 
read,  which  wasordered  to  be  published  in  such 
of  the  news-papers  as  would  receive  the  adver- 
tisement of  the  society,  and  there  is  a  charge 
for  that  publication.  I  do  not  brlirve  that 
any  thing  particular  arises  upon  thai  letter,  if 
any  of  the  counsel  will  tell  me  that  tlicre does 
it  sliall  be  read, otherwise  1  think  tliat  may 
lie  passed  over.  There  are  charges  also  ia 
the  account-book  for  transmitting  to  Nor* 
wich  and  other  places  a  paper  with  some  of 
the  king's  prodamalions,  which  were  issued 
about  that  time. 

Upon  the  eighth  of  June  1799,  there  was  a 
meeting  ot  this  society,  when  an  open  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  who  were  to  meet, 
and  to  take  into  consideration  Mr.  Paiue's  let- 
ter, with  power  to  transmit  copir";  of  t!i.it  let- 
ter to  the  diHerent  societies  with  whom  they 
corresponded.  Six  thousand  copies  of  tfie  re- 
solutions relative  to  the  proclam  ation  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  and  sent  to  the  di^ent  ' 
Corresponding  Societies. 

The  proceedings  of  the  twcnty-fiftli  of  May 
were  nut  read  in  the  place  in  which  they 
should  have  been  read,  because  the  resolu- 
tions which  made  the  suhjeet  of  some  of 
these  meetings  t'l  it  1  hav  e  l>ecn  now  stating 
to  you,  were  then  come  to ;  these  resolutions 
must  be  read. 

[Fide  p.  158  Of  this  Vdlmne.} 

Oentiemen,  the  next  evidence  was  the 

proceedings  of  a  meeting  on  the  fifteenth  of 
JFune  1702,  when  Mr.  Tooke  was  in  thf  chair. 
The  original  minutes  of  the  resolution  of  tlrnt 
meeting  were  found  upon  Ad.uns,  and  proved 
by  Mr.  Woodfall  to  be  in  Mr.  Home  Tooke's 
hdud-wnUng.  The  priactpai  resolution  res- 
pects the  publication  of  twelve  thousand  co- 
pics  of  Fame's  letter  to  !Mr.  Dundas,  wliich 
are  directed  to  be  transmitted  to  the  diiier- 
ent  societies.  You  will  hear  these  minutes 
read. 

[VUe  p.  m  of  this  VoKmie.] 

Mr.  Adams  was  then  called,  in  order  to 

substantiate  the  book  of  expenditure  which 
he  had,  and  he  also  substantiated  some  other 
proceedings  that  had  been  read  in  his  ah- 
scnce  from  the  general  book  of  the  society, 
to  which  he  had  not  been  before  examined. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  was  the  proceed- 
ings at  a  meeting  of  the  Constitutional  society 
upon  the  twenty- second  of  June  1792,  when 
there  were  directiua^  thai  a  subscripliou, 
opened  for  Mr.  Paine,  who  was  under  prosc- 
ciition,  was  to  be  received  by  Mr.  f5onn(  y,  his 
solicitor;  and  there  is  a  report  of  au  e^ilunate 
of  the  expense  of  printing  the  twelve  thou- 
sand copies  of  Mr.  Paiiiu's  Icllt^r  to  Mr.  Duu- 
das,  which  had  been  ordered  at  the  last  maet- 
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IDg}  that  estimate  amounted  to  twenty-five  the  resolutions  of  this  Society,  on  the  part  of 
iwunds,  that  was  agreed  to^  and  then  there  |  the  prosecution,  are,  that  tins  work  of  Ibr. 


■was  a  ffirocti'^n  tlial  the  rotnmittf  e  were  to 
meet  to  consider  how  these  twelve-thousand 
copies  were  to  be  cireohited.  They  cdl  Mr. 
Chapman  and  Mr.  J  ore?  in  in  order  to  prove 
those  works  that  had  been  thus  ordered  to  be 
printed.  Chapman  said  he  printed  a  part  of 
the  second  part  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  up  to 
folio  1 -28,  atK^  tlicn  broke  off;  .Tordan  said, 
that  Mr.  Wniic  the  solicitor  for  the  Trea&ury, 
came  to  him ;  but  he  could  not  take  upon 
himselt'to  recollect  whether  he  had  ^ivftt  Mr. 
White  the  copy  of  this  work  which  was  now 
produced;  he  he  had  certainly  writ> 
ten  his  name  upon  it,  but  he  did  not  think 
that  this  particular  copy  produced,  was  pub- 
lished by  him ;  however,  upon  farther  pres- 
sing him,  it  appeared  that,  in  truth  he  haa  had 
that  copy  which  he  stipposcd  to  be  delivered 
by  him  to  Mr.  White,  from  one  Mr.  Huntley, 
the  memorandum  ha  had  u^adc  upon  it  was 
that  il  had  been  boughtof Mr  j  iiiuson  through 
Mr.  liuQtley ;  he  said  be  supposed  that  as  his 
name  was  to  this  work,  as  the  publisher,  Mr. 
Johnson  would  not  have  sold  a  book  with  his 


Paijjc's  being  a  dirert  attack  upon  t}ir  monar- 
cliy  of  England,  and  upon  the  coni^titulioo  of 
the  government  of  ^gland,  in  a  King,  Lords 
and  Conini  n^  ;  ^nd  he  being  under  prosecu- 
tion for  publishing  this  work,  this  society  take 
upon  themselves  to  subscribe  for  his  detencc ; 
and  to  come  to  resolutions,  that  it  was  fit  for 
tlieni  to  do  w ;  and  to  come  to  a  particular 
rcsoluUon,  which  goes  a  good  way  towards 
expressing  an  approbation  of  the  doctrine. 
The  resolution  that  I  allude  to  h,  "  Resolved, 
That  the  right  of  invesu^ting  principles  and 
systems  of  government,  ts  one  of  those  rights ; 
and  that  the  works  of  my  author,  which  can- 
not be  refuted  by  reason,  canuot  on  principles 
of  good  government,  and  common  sense,  be 
made  the  subject  of  a  prosecution wheUMT 
that  is  the  fair  import  of  that  resolution,  or 
no,  is  for  your  judgment;  that  is  the  way  in 
whichitbputtoyoUfOntiiepartof  the  proae^ 
cution. 

Gentlemen,  tha  neait  piece  of  evidence  is 
the  proceeding  of  this  society,  upon  the 

twcnly-ninlh  oTJunc,  1792,  when  Mr.  Home 
name  to  it;  that  he  had  published  copies  of  Tooke  was  present.  There  was  theu  a  plaa 
the  same  work  for  Mr.  Paine;  and  had  an  ac-   reported  fur  the  distribution  of  the  six  thou- 


count  with  Mr.  Paine.  . 

lie  said,  that  aAer  the  suit  was  instituted  I 
against  him,  on  account  of  this  publication, 
he  went  to  Mr.  Home  Tooke  according  to 
a  letter  he  had  received  from  Mr.  Paine,  ex- 
pecting to  meet  Mr.  Paine  there ;  and  be  did 
aeeordingly  meet  him ;  tiiat  Mr.  Tooke  also 
was  tlicre  ;  and  Mr.  Tooko  entered  into  a  dis- 

ns  with  him  about  his  being  timid,  and 
btful  of  Icavingthe  action,  as  lie  called  it, 
in  the  care  of  Mr.  Bonney ;  that  Mr.  Bonney 
was  present ;  and  that  M  r.  King,  as  Jordan's 
attorney,  was  also  present;  he  was  fearful, 
and  dill  not  choose  to  go  without  him.  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  said,  Mr.  Paine  had  employed 
Bonney ;  and  that  the  witness  might  leave 
the  business  entirdyto  him,  and  go  quietly 
home.  He  was  then  .shown  aiiulher  coi>y, 
which  he  said  did  seem  to  him  to  be  one  of 
the  same  copies  that  he  published.  Upon  this 
evidence  the  book  was  thought  to  be  suffi- 
cionlly  established  in  evidence :  and  it  was 
accordingly  delivered  m  at  the  table :  and  parls 
of  it  were  read  ;  and  those  parts  intist  now  be 
read  again 

[See  the  extracts  from  the  Second  Part  of  the 
Kightsi  of  Man,  a;U«,  Vol.  21  p.  AOO.] 

Mr.  Home  Tooke  desired  that  the  preface 

might  be  read. 

Mr.Tookr.—l  do  not  desire  it  now. 

Lord  Chief  Jn«^tice  Fyre.—The  object  of 
reading  tlic  preface,  as  1  take  it,  was  to  show 
that  it  was  written  In  consequence  of  Mr. 
Burke  bavin:;  made  somr  publication,  which 
provoked  Mr.  Pame  to  give  tliis  answer.* 

The  observations  upon  this  paper,  and  upun 

*  Sec  the  Preface^  ante,  VoL  24,  p.  503. 


sand  copies,  which  had  been  ordered  of  the  re- 
sohitions  relative  to  the  proclamation.  I  think 
tiiey  were  those  six  tliousund  copies,  and  they 
state  a  distribution  that  amounts,  I  believe  to 
the  full  number  I  calcvilated  it  to,  four  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  filty ;  and  there  were 
someotiiers  afterwards.  At  a  meeting,  on 
the  sixth  of  July,  1792,  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was 
present.  The  Corresponding  Society  return 
their  thanks  for  two  hundred  copies  that  had 
been  serit  to  them,  under  the  former  order. 

Mr.  Maclean  then  produced  a  letter  found 
upon  Adams,  from  the  London  Correspoadiog 
Society  to  this  society,  in  which  he  speaks  of 
having  received  two  hundred  copies  of  the 
procUmation,  as  it  is  called — two  hundred  co- 
pies of  Paine's  letter— that  is  the  letter  upon 
tiie  subjfcl  of  his  cheap  edition  of  the  Rights 
of  Man,  and  lieing  prosecuted — and  two  hun- 
dred copies  of  his  letter  to  Mr.  Dundas ;  and 
they  promised,  that  having  received  six  hun- 
dred copies,  they  will  take  care  that  they  shall 
be  so  communicated,  that  six  thousand  oeople 
at  least,  should  have  an  opportunity  ei  read- 
ing them.  At  this  meet-.:  •  tVianks  were  re- 
turned by  the  London  Corre.spondin<^  Society, 
to  the  Constitutional  Society,  foragr.  r  ,ng  io 
admit  six  of  their  members,  as  honorary 
members  of  the  Constitutional  Society,  and 
tfieir  names  were  forwarded  to  the  Constitu- 
tional Society.  Hardy  and  Margmrot  were  two 
of  those  six  person?.  I  horr  was  a  resolution 
thai  those  persons  should  be  balloiicd  for  at 
the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Laiizun  produced  i  p  T'"''  f^^und  at  the 
bouse  of  Hardy,  which  purpurls  U>  be  this  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Dunda!» ;  and  upon  the  tide  page  it 
is  said  to  be  "  printed  and  distribute  gnili? 
by  the  Society  for  Conatitutioiial  Iniixiaa- 
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ikio/'    Thei«  were  passages  read  from  that 
Jetler,  and  they  will  lie  now  read  loyou. 

[rick  p.  167  of  thia  Volume.] 

Oentlemen,  They  then  read  the  proceedings 

at  a  meeting  oi"  the  Conslilvitiuirdl  Society  on 
tht:  ihirteeoth  of  Julv  179^,  when  Mr.  Tooke 
was  present.  I  find  nothing  respecting  that 
mecling,  but  that  they  ballotted  six  members 
of  tbe  Corresponding  Society,  aod  Uiat  Uniy 
were  luuuiimously  elated, 

Thornton  then  produced  n  peper,  found  at 
Mr.  Home  Tooke's  house,  purporting  to  be  a 
Jetter  from  1  tiomas  Hardy,  dated  the  twenty- 
Iburth  of  July,  1792,  speaking  of  the  progress 
which  the  Society  had  iii  tf!i  ,  and  that  tluy 
vere  now  ^ot  as  far  as  the  eleventh  and 
twelfth  diviaions.  I  nm  not  aware,  tliat  any 
thing  very  particular  arises  iipoa  that  piece  of 
ovtdence. 

Thompson  then  produced  a  paper  found  in 
H r.  Home  Tooke*s  house,  dated  the  eighth  of 

August  1702,  purporting  to  be  a  letter  from 
Thomas  Hardy  to  Mr.  Tuuke,  in  which  he 
tends  him  a  proof  copy  of  the  Address  of  the 
London  Corresponding  Society ;  tl.at  is,  I  sup-  j 
pose,  the  addreta  of  the  suth'ot  Aueust :  he  i 
asks  Mr.  Tooke*s  opinion  upon,  it,  liefbre  it  | 
was  published,  and  also  asks,  whether  it  was 
proper  that  a  copy  of  it  should  be  sent  to  the  | 
secretary  of  the  Constitutional  Society,  ne.\t 
week,  as  that  society  were  not  to  meet  till  the 
last  Friday  in  September. 

This  wilue^»  was  asked,  by  Mr.  Tooke, 
several  questions  about  the  manner  of  finding 
these  pnpcrs  ;  the  account  lie  gave  wa«,  that  he 
andanolhcrpcrsonsearcbedforthcpaperi  that 
there  was  a  Mr.  Ford  present  to  superintend 
the  scarili  and  the  examination:  and  that  a 
Air.  Ir'rost  and  a  Mr.  Vaughan,  who  were 
friends  of  Mr.  Tooke,  were  also  present ;  and 
he  t>elicvcs  that  there  were  lists  taken  by  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Tooke,  of  all  the  papers  that 
were  taken  upon  tlut  examinaiion. 

Thornton  then  produced  an  itn  r  U  tter, 
fcond  at  Mr.Tooke's  house,  date  d  thr  iii  tcenlli 
^  September,  1792,  which  purports  to  be 
addressed  to  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  and  to  be 
written  to  him  by  Mr.  Margarot;  it  is  in 
these  words,  **  M.  Margarot  wishes  to  submit 
to  Mr.  Home  Tooke's  consideration,  whether 
a  plan  might  not  be  adopted  for  obtaining  the 
nMent  of  all  the  different  soripties  throughout 
the  nation,  to  a  united  and  safe  declaration, 
assuring  the  French,  that  we  entertain  the 
most  friendly  dispositions  towards  them  ;  and 
that  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  dis> 
countenance  all  hostile  attempts  on  the  part 
of  minisln.-,  should  the  latter  be  base  enough 
to  forfeit  the  nation's  pledged  faith  of  neu- 
trality. M.  M.  conceives  such  a  measure 
will  prove  more  useful  than  a  partial,  and, 
perhaps,  comparatively  speaking,  inconsider- 
able subscription,  which,  however,  would  be 
no  ways  impeded  thereby.  A  similar  decla- 
ration woidn  certainly  quiet  Ihrir  jcrilnnbies. 
With  regard  to  Uie  ii^gUsb,  and  would  eocou* 
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rage  them  in  their  arduous  struggle,  while 
numbers  of  well  wishers  to  tlieir  cause,  who 
might  come  forward  here  willi  <  p.ly  their  »ig- 
naturcs  to  the  declaration,  would  give  a  most 
severe  check  to  all  open, or  even  underhanded 
ministerial  allcmpts  " 

llioruton  then  produced  another  paper, 
dated  the  sixteenth  of  September,  179S,  pur* 
IH)rtinp  to  be  a  letter  from  Hardy  to  Mr. 
Ilorne  I'ooke,  in  which  he  says,  •*  Mr.  Mar- 
garot would  he  glad  to  know  your  opinion  of 
the  proposition  he  has  submitted  to  your 
judgment.  I  think,  with  him,  it  wbuld  have 
u  goo<l  etlect ;  at  the  same  time,  the  subscrip- 
tion to  go  on  as  it  now  does,  ten  or  tweotjr 
thon^nd  signatures  wonlfl  h:ivc  more  weight 
than  as  man^  thousand  pounds,  tor  ten  men 
might  subscnbe  that  sum." 

'1  lien  they  read  the  proceedings  of  the 
twenty  eighth  of  September,Mr.Uorne  Tooke 
being  present,  when  a  letter  was  received 
from  tnc  secretary  to  the  London  Corres> 
ponding  Society,  proposing  thi»  measure  of 
an  address ;  anil  there  is  an  expression  m  it 
which  exactly  corresponds  with  Mr.  Marga- 
ret's letltr,  which  speaks  of  the  niinibtry 
doing  an;^  thing  m  violation  of  tbe  nation's 
pledjged  faith,  and  proposes  the  measure  as 
tending  to  check  hostile  measures;  that 
letter  of  Mr.  Hardy's  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Constitutional  Society  must  be  read. 

**  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  lor  Con- 
slitutiooal  Information,  held  at  the  Crown 
and  Anchor  tavern,  Straadi  Flidaj,  tBlh  of 
September,  1792, 

PaiSBKT, 

«  Mr.  William  Sharp  in  tho  ehair ; 

"  Mr.  J.  II.  Tooke,  Mr.  Symonds,  Mr. 
Walsh,  Mr.  Bonney,  Mr.  Merry,  Mr. 
Jenuiugs,  Mr.  John  Martin,  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, Mr.  Sturch,  Mr.  Moore,  captain 
Perry,  Mr.  Hickman,  Mr.  Gcddcs,  Mr. 
Hardy,  Mr.  Gow,  Mr.  Margarot,  Mr. 
Sinclair^  Mr.  Baloaaano. 

**Read  the  fbUowine  letter  fteni  the 
secretary  of  the  tanaoii  Corresponding 

Society : — 

**  To  D.  Adams,  secretary  to  the  Society 

for  Constitutional  Information. 

"Sir; — ^The  London  Corresponding  So- 
ciety having  taken  the  resolution  of  trans- 
mitting to  the  French  Nation il  Conven- 
tion, an  addresss,  sizned  by  all  the  nicm« 
bers,  or  by  the  dimrent  delegates  (eaeh 
staUng  for  how  many  members  he  signs), 
to  assure  that  suffering  nation,  that  we 
sympathise  with  them  in  their  misfortune ; 
that  we  view  their  exertions  with  admira- 
tion ;  that  we  wish  to  give  them  all  such 
cuunteuaiice  and  support  us  iudividuals, 
unsupported  and  oppressed  themselvee* 
ran  alford  ;  and  that  should  those  in  power 
here— dare  (in  vioktion  of  the  nation's 
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pledged  faith  of  neutrility,  am!  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  well-knowu  beutiiueuU  ol  the 
people  at  lar^e)  to  join  the  Gemuui  baods 
of  despots,  united  against  liberty,  we  dis- 
claim  all  concurrence  therein  ;  and  will,  to 
a  man,  exert  every  juslifiabie  means  for 
counteracting  their  machinations  against 
the  freedom  and  happiness  of  mankind. 

**  I  am  ordered  by  the  committee  to 
acf^uaint  the  Society  for  Constitutional 
Infonniilion  thcrcwilli,  in  order  to  be 
favoured  with  their  opinion  thereoo,  aod 
in  hopes  that,  if  they  approve  the  idea,  and 
recommend  its  adoption  to  the  different 
^oriei!p«,  the  publication  of  such  a  respect- 
able nutuber  of  real  names  will  greatly 
check  the  hostile  measures  which  mi^lit 
olherwi'^c  he  put  in  execution.  I  am,  with 
great  respect,  dear  sir,  your  veiy  bumble 
scrviDt, 

(Signed)     Thoma?  TIaudy,  secretary. 
«  London,  Sept.  %\,  1792,— No.  9,  Picca^ 
dilly,  near  th«  top  of  the  Haymarket" 

^  Resolved,  that  the  secretary  express 
the  thanks  of  the  society  to  the  London 

Corresponding  Society  for  their  communi- 
cation, and  acquaint  them  this  society  do 
very  hichly  approve  of  their  intention. 

*'  Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  read 
at  the  next  mectin?,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  of  pul  l  i  h  i     the  same." 

The^  then  read  the  proceedings  of  the 
fifth  ot  October,  179S,  when  the  letter  firora 
the  London  Corxesponding  Society,  and  the 
tesolutions,  were  ordered  to  be  published. 

LauzuQ  then  produced  a  paper,  found  at 
Hardy's,  dated  the  third  of  October;  it  pur- 
ports to  be  a  letter  from  Adams  to  Hardy, 
uotilymg  that  resolution :  he  also  produced 
another  paper  of  the^thof  August^  1793; 
that  should  have  been  read  in  its  proper 
place,  immediately  after  the  resolution  of  the 
e^bth  of  Aug\i8t,  which  was  before  read.  It 
purports  to  be  an  address  from  the  lx>ndon 
Corresponding  Society  to  the  people  oi  Eng- 
land ;  it  is  pretty  long ;  the  passages  thai 
«cfe  relied  upon  wUlbe  tftaid. 

*'  Address  from  the  London  Corresponding 
Society,  to  the  iDhahitsnts  or  Oieai 
Britiin,  on  the  sul^ject  of  a  FwUiioeii- 

tary  iiefonn. 

"  Fellow  Citizens ; — Of  every  rank  and 
of  every  isiiuuLiuu  m  life,  rich,  poor,  high  or 
low ;  we  addri  }  u  all  as  ourhretbreo,  on 
a  *^Hl)jccl  ot  the  highest  importance,  and 
most  intimately  connected  with  the  wel- 
Are  of  every  toaividual  who  deems  liberty 
a  blessing,  who  partakes  in  the  pro.sj)erity 
of  hii  countiy^  and  who  wishes  to  trtiusmit 
as  much  of  either  as  he  possibly  can,  to 
posterity. 

TTnmflnonced  l»y  party  pique  or  selfish 
motives — no  ways  aflriehted  at  the  frowns 
of  po«er<-DOt  in  the  Mist  awed  by  the 


evidently  hostile  preparations  of  a  much 
alarmed  aristocracy,  we,  the  London  Cor- , 
tupaniaqs  Society,  united  with  a  view  of 
obtaining  a  Thorough  pAKLiAMBtiTAftr 
Reform,  anxiously  demand  your  serioti'? 
and  most  cuiiecieci  atlcuUon  to  the  present 
▼tnsTBD  state  of  the  ^itish  government, 
we  entreat  you  to  examine  coolly  and  im- 
partially the  numerous  abuses  that  prevail 
therein,  their  destructive  eonsequmces  on 
the  poor,  and  their  evil  tendency  on  all ; 
as  also  the  rapidity  with  which  these  abuses 
increase  both  in  number  and  magnitude. 

"  We  next  submit  to  ^our  examination 
an  effectual  mode  of  pnttmg  a  stop  to  them 
and  of  tliereby  restoring  to  our  do  less 
boasted  than  impaired  constitution,  its 
pribline  vigour  and  purity  :  nr.d  ivc  there- 
unto warmly  solicit  the  junction  of  your 
eflbrts  with  ours. 

"This  great  end  however  we  believe 
attainable,  solely,  by  the  whole  nalioo^ 
deeply  impresseo  with  a  sense  of  its  wrones, 
uniting,  and  as  it  were  with  one  voice  de- 
manding of  those  to  whom  for  a  while  It 
has  entrusted  its  sovereignty,  a  restoratioa 
o(  aanosLLT  slbctbi>  PaauAMznts,  iiv-> 
atasSED  AKD  fXBorcHT  EirrrioNS,  and 
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"  Leaving  to  the  enemies  of  freedom  all 
violent,  tumultuous,  and  unconstitutional 
proeeedinffs,  we  invite  vou  to  peaceful, 
well-regulated,  and  neighbourly  meetings, 
wherein  industrious  worthy  citizens  may  as 
honest  men,  as  good  patriots,  in  a  reasonable 
and  sensible  manner,  laying  aside  prejudice^ 
seriously  and  earnestly  take  into  considera- 
tion their  rights,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
present  and  succeeding  generations. 

As  men  can  never  barter  away  the 
rights  of  their  posterity — as  encroachments 
on  liberty  and  property  cease  iM>t  to  be 
grievances  from  their  being  customary  and 
of  long  standing— and  as  a  r;rir  vanceis  not 
the  less  fell  tor  being  denicu  by  those  who 
cause  it— feeling  grievances  enormous— sea> 
ing  our  liberties  encroatlu-d  upon  and  endea- 
voured to  be  entirely  puriumcd  from  us — as 
also  that  our  plaints  are  derided  by  govern- 
ment, and  ourselves  unlawfully  menaced 
by  those  m  power,  we  call  upon  you  aU, 
Bntons,  to  remember  your  privileges  as 
such,  and  to  assert  jour  rights  as  men  —to 
pay  all  proper  regard  to  your  native  free- 
Uuni;  and  to  consider  that,  being  the  pro- 
perty of  no  man,  nor  of  any  set  of  men,  it 
IS  hi.;lily  disgraceful  for  you  to  suffer  your- 
selves any  longer  to  be  thus  enslaved  and 
disposed  of  as  cattle  in  a  fair,  as  irrational 
beasts  in  a  market,  t>i  th-  highest  bidder. 

"  Laying  aside  all  pretensions  to  origi- 
nality, we  claim  no  other  merit  than  that 
of  rc-considcring  and  verifying  what  has 
already  been  ur^cd  in  our  corTimon  cause 
by  the  duke  oi  lUchroood,  Mr.  Fill,  aod 
their  then  honest  partes  yoars  back;  wnr 
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diffinriog  from  them,  we  support  with  can- 
dour and  zeal  (tliereby  proving  ourselves 
no  courtiers)  the  banner  of  truth  already 
displayed  against  the  oppessora  of  man- 
kind, and  we  take  a  pride  macknowlcdgiiiL; 
ourselves  a  part  of  that  useful  class  of  citi- 
zens which  placemen  (pensioned  with  the 
extorted  produce  of  our  daily  labour)  and 
protiH  nobility  wallowing  in  riches  (acquired 
M)mehow)  afi'ect  to  treat  with  a  tuuletnpt 
too  degrading  for  human  nature  to  bear, 
unless  reconciled  to  it  by  the  reflection, 
thatj  though,  their  inferiors  in  rank  and 
fertune,  we  equal  them  m  talents,  and 
etcel  them  in  honesty. 

Still,  iriends  and  fellow-citizens,  pos- 
sessed of  souls  far  superior  to  the  evil  spirit 
influencing  these  oppressors,  these  debasers 
of  mankind ;  insteaa  of  hating,  wc  contemn 
them;  and  our  motive  is  not  vengeance, 
hutradnae. 

A  constitiition  we  are  said  to  pcs<:cs?, 
we  are  willing  to  beUeve  it — if  good,  it 
allows  tedrese  to  a  eompluntng  people — ^if 
excellent,  as  many  assert,  it  must  naturally 
point  out  the  means  thereof.  Let  it  there- 
tore  be  publicly  and  carefully  examined — if 
it  is  really  what  it  ou^ht  to  be ;  it  cannot 
be  too  well  known;  if  faulty,  it  cannot  be 
too  soon  amended ;  nor  can  that  be  done 
by  a  more  competent  judge  than  the  thus 
ooUecled  sense  of  the  whole  nation. 

**  It  b  the  right  of  every  individual  to  be 
tvell  acquMntcd  with  the  laws  that  bind 
him  !  but  how  is  the  peasant,  the  mc  rhmic 
the  manufacturer,  to  obtain  that  necessary 
knowledge;  hb  time  fully  employed  in 
labouring  hard  to  provide  a  scanty  meal  for 
his  famuy,  and  in  earning  wherewith  to 
satisfy  the  frequent  and  peremptory  de- 
mands of  surly  ta.x-gatherers,  he  has  no 
leisure  for  such  mtrirate  political  researches ; 
and  even  was  he,  b^  stealing  that  leisure 
from  lus  labour  or  hu  sleeps  to  acquire  the 
desired  Insight — still  with  spirits  depressed 
by  his  suffering,  with  fears  increased  by  the 
clamorous  threats  of  the  pensioned  all>dc« 
voiiring  locusts  an  office,  the  sore-oppressed 
ffubject  feels  Uie  remedy  to  hf^  far  out  of  his 
reach,  and  dreads  the  consequence  uf  being 
even  supposed  to  know  how  greatly  he  is 
wronged. — Such  being  the  forlorn  situation 
.  of  Uu'ee-fourths  of  the  nation,  bow  are 
Britons  to  obtain  InformaUon  and  redress  ? 
Will  the  court,  will  ministry,  afford  either? 
Will  parliament  grant  them?  Will  the 
nobles  or  tlie  clergy  case  the  people's  suf- 
fering i  No.  Experience  tells  us,  and  pro- 
clamations confirm  it,  tfi.it  the  inicrest  and 
the  intention  ot  power  arc  combined  to 
keep  the  nation  in  torpid  ignorance  f 

"  The  only  resource  then,  friends  and 
fellow  citizens,  will  be  found  in  those 
societies  whleb  instituted  with  a  view  to 
the  public  good,  promote  a  general  in^struc- 
tion  of  our  rights  as  men,  expose  the  abuses 
of  those  in  power,  and  point  out  the  only 
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constitulionaly  the  only  effectual  means  of 

forwarding  a  public  investigation,  and  ob- 
taiuing  a  complete  redress  for  a  people  in 
whoso  credulous  good  nature  originated 
their  present  dilTictiitic';. 

"  We  will  not  hurt  your  feelings  by  a 
mhmle detail  of  our  eommon  grievances; 
you  cannot  be  ignorant,  friends  and  fellow- 
sufferers,  how  generally  power,  place,  pen- 
sion and  title,  are  the  rewards  of  men  wnose 
services  to  the  court  have  been  of  the 
greatest  prtywdice  to  the  country.  You 
punfully  feel  the  consequences ;  increased 
taxes,  a  great  part  of  which  are  most  vikelj 
s(^uandcred ;  a  heavy  national  debt,  begun 
with  a  design  of  forming  a  powerful  and 
monied  court-party :  conlfanied  with  nearly 
the  same  view,  imto  its  present  enormous 
bulk,  and  from  its  commencement  mili- 
taimg  agaiml  our  liberiies !  Too  visible  are 
the  nmncrous  encroachments  on  our  rights 
too  common  the  in-^olcnce  of  ulTicr,  the 
venality  of  magistracy,  the  perversion  of 
the  laws,  the  letting  loose  the  military  on 
every  occasion,  anil  those  occasions  eagerly 
sought.   The  subject's  complaints  derided 
— the  one  part  of  the  nation  turned  into 
spies  and  informers  against  the  other»the 
— but  wherefore  more  ?  Is  here  not  enough 
to  prove  beyond  a  doubt,  that  while  we 
boast  the  best  constitution,  the  mildest 
laws,  the  freest  gofenmiei)^  i»e  are  in  iact 
slaves! 

'^Tetylellow-citisens!  numerous  A  are 

our  grievances,  an  1  ck  bc-rivetled  as  weighty 
to  the  shackles  on  our  freedom ;  rrtorm 
one  alone,  and  the  others  will  all  di^p- 
pear.  If  we  once  regain  ah  annually 
elected  parliament,  and  that  parliament  to 
be  fairlv  chosen  by  all,  the  people  will 
again  snare  in  the  government  cf  tbdr 
country, and  their  then  iinliought, unbiassed 
suffrages  must  undoubtedlv  select  a  majo- 
rity of  honest  members,  while  the  verj  few 
unsound  ones,  that  may  accidentally  ob- 
tain seats,  will,  from  the  consideration  of 
their  annual  dependancc  on  tlie  people^  think 
it  highly  advisable  to  continue  the  disguise 
that  procured  them  their  election,  and  at 
least  wear  the  mask  of  honesty — a  mask 
neither  at  all  times  necessary,  nor  at  all 
times  worn,  in  a  septennial  parliament. 

"  let  no  man  imagine  himself  uncon- 
cerned in  the  proposed  relbrm — let  no  one 
think  so  meanly  of  h'ls  situation  or  abi> 
lilies  as  to  suppose  his  coming  forward  will 
be  ot  no  service  lu  the  cause  of  liberty ! 
numbers,  ulrion,  and  perseverance  must  in 
ihcrnd  be  crowned  with  success,  while  com- 
pared with  the  small  efforts  of  each  indivi- 
dual assodstine  and  thereby  countenandng 
the  demand  of  the  nation  to  be  restored  to 
its  constitutional  rights  >  how  great  will 
appear  the  advantages  resulting  thcfe- 
from ! — 

"  An  HONEST  PAUMAMENT? 
"  An  ANNUAL  f  AllLlAMKNT ! 
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"A  PARLIAMENT  wuereim  EACH. 
INDIVIDUAL  WILL  HAVE  HIS  RE- 

PRESENTATIVE. 

*•  Soon  then  should  we  scp  our  liberties 
restored,  the  press  free,  the  laws  hunjvUfied, 
judges  imbiasaed,  juries  independent,  need- 
ic>s  })Iaces  and  pensions  retrenched,  im- 
moderate salaries  reduced,  the  pubUc  bet- 
ter served,  taxes  diminished,  and  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life  more  within  the  reach  of  the 
poor,  youth  better  educated,  prisoos  Ic&s 
crowded,  old  age  better  provided  for,  and 
aiunptnmis  fea&ts,  at  the  expense  of  the 
starving  poor,  less  frcqnont.  lx>ok  not 
upon  this,  dear  couutr^intn,  as  an  enthu- 
tiastic  vision;  but  rather  let  us  together 
take  ^  ralm  in  rcasonabU-  review  vi  such 
an  honest  j^arltament  assembled — let  us  in 
idea,  curtail  tlieir  session  unto  even  the 
short  duralir  n  of  three  month'!  in  one  year, 
or  sixty-four  n)ecting8  for  doing  the  an-  | 
nual  business  of  the  nation.  Stillfive  hun>  { 
dred  honest  men,  meeting  sixty-four  times, 
with  both  intention  and  capatity  to  serve 
their  country,  roust  do  wmtlnng — must 
employ  their  time  somehow.  Contested 
elections,  none  or  very  few,  and  soon  de- 
termined ;  party  debates,  none,  the  interest 
of  th«  people  being  one;  long  speeches 
much  diminished,  honest  men  seeknig  rea- 
son, not  oratory;  no  placemen  m  the  se- 
nate, corrupt  influence  dies  away,  and  with 
it  ail  tedious,  obstinate,  ministerial  oppo- 
sition to  measures  calculated  for  the  public 
^ood  :  detecting  chicanery^  oppression  and 
injustice  of  every  kind,  this  honest  parlia- 
ment, finding  that  the  laws  wanted  simpli- 
fication and  arrangement,  would  set  about 
it,  hofwever  destructive  their  labours  might 
prove  to  the  sordid  interest  uf  an  ambitious 
judge,  a  prostituted  council,  a  packed  jury, 
or  a  vile  herd  of  petty fuggcrs,  trading 
justices,  bailifl's,  or  runners. 

"  Finding;  t^i  it  a  mo^t  extraordinary 
waste  of  public  money  iiad  takeu  place 
under  the  diffinent  pretences  of  places, 
pensions,  contracts,  armrtmcnts,  subsidies, 
secret  service  money,  ^c.  our  honest  and 
nanua!  parliament  would,  after  nanowly 
acnitinizing  the  same,  retrench  eveiy  ioni, 
n^^Iessly  or  wickedly  laid  out. 

"  Kccalling  to  their  mind  that  wise  and 
wholesome  provision  of  the  12th  of  Wil- 
liam 3rd,  chap,  i,  enacting,  that  all  molu- 
twns  taken  in  the  pnvtf  cuuncU  ihall  be 
tigMi  iy  ntek  of  the  privy  council  as  thali 
aavite  an.!  r  n  tf/if  Id  the  same ;  they  would 
call  for  an  immediate  renewal  of  that  long- 
suspended  law,  and  by  so  doing,  all  des- 
tructive secret  influence  will  be  rt)otf;d  up, 
and  the  people  could  then,  at  all  times, 
discover  who  were  their  friends,  and  who 
their  foes. 

"  The  pco]i]r'«!  parliament  finding,  that 
under  various  pretences  grants  of  conunuu 
land  had  been  obtained  b^  sundry  persons, 
no  wigri  to  the  benefit  or  the  cooununityp 


but  very  murh  to  the  dtslress  of  the  poor, 
the  same  would  be  soon  restored  to  the 

public,and  the  robbed  peasant  again  enabled 
annually  to  supply  his  distressed  family  ^Yith 
an  increased  Quantity  ol  bread  out  of  the 
profit  arising  nrom  the  liberty  regained  of 
grazi  ns:  a  cow,  two  or  three  sheep,  om  brood 
of  geese  thereon. 

**With  detestation  would  that  parrit- 
ment  view  any  man  enjoying  the  emolu- 
ments of  six  or  seven  places,  either  nt  rd- 
lessand  overpaid,  as  requiring  aliu^cittcr 
but  one  officer,  or  else  their  several  duties 
neglected,  and  the  public  thr  reby  deprived 
of  that  service  for  whicii  liiey  pay  their 
money. 

"  Numerous  other  reforms  wonli!  un- 
doubtedly lake  place,  even  in  the  first  ses- 
sion of  parliament  so  eleeted  dependent 
only  on  their  electors  the  people.  Untom 
therefore  bv  faction^  undivided  by  party. 
uncorrupted  by  ministry,  and  umofluenrecl 
but  by  the  public  good,  every  transaction 
would  tend  to  reform,  and  a  strict  economy, 
its  natural  consequence,  might  soon  enable 
us  to  reduce  our  taxes;  and  by  the  inte- 
jity  of  parliamrnt,  that  reduction  would 
ight  upon  such  objects  as  best  might  re> 
lieve  the  poor.  This  to  the  people  would 
prove  an  advantageous  and  a  nuvel  session^ 
and  to  an  honest  parliament  not  a  tiresome 
one. 

**  Therefore  Britons,  friends,  and  fellow- 
citizens,  with  hand  and  heart  unite,  claint 
what  is  your  right,  persevere  and  be  freej 
for  who  shall  dare  to  withstand  our  iust 
demand"; !  —  oppression  already  trembling 
at  the  voice  of  individuals,  will  shrink  away 
and  disappear  for  ever,  when  the  natloD 
united  shall  assert  its  privilege^,  and  de* 
mand  their  restoration. — Signed  by  order, 
*'  M.  MaaoAaoT,  chairman. 
"  T.  lUnoT,  Becretaxy." 

"  Ordered,  that  tl»e  secretary  of  this  so- 
ciety, do  transmit  copies  of  the  abovo 
to  all  the  societies  m  the  nation,  en* 
gaged  in  the  same  cause. 

"  London,  Au^^tist  6,  170?." 

Gentlemen,  this  paper  has  been  read  to 
you ;  and  I  hope  you  have  attended  to  it  par- 
ticularly ;  because  creat  stress  was  laid  upon 
it,  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  as  if  we 
might  discern  in  that  paper  the  hrst  traces  of 
this  idea  of  a  national  convention,  which 
should  uMirp  the  government  of  the  country. 
I  discover  in  it  something  veiy  inflammatory, 
licentious,  and  libellous  upon  all  the  orders  ra 
the  state,  and  ui'ou  every  person  who  has  any 
thine  do  with  the  executive  government; 
but!  cannot  say  myself,  that  I  do  discover 
any  distinct  traces  of  a  national  convention: 
the  contrary  idea  is  held  out  in  the  terras  of 
it ;  and  it  does  seem  to  me  as  it,  takuig  the 
whole  context  tontber,  it  would  be  diffioill 
to  ooUect  mum  mm  it,  ihui  tbatyiaveiy 
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eager,  ftiUBMted,  aad  exceptionable  lan- 
guage, they  proclaim  to  the  world,  that  griev- 
ances exist;  and  that  they  are  deterreiDed  to 
praeone  a  fdbfm  of  those  f^rievances,  by  pro- 
curing  a  better  representation  of  the  people 
in  parliament ;  and  that  belter  representation 
of  the  people  in  parliament,  in  fair  interpre- 
tation,  would  be  in  the  Commons  Houto  of 
Parliament ;  and  in  that  view  of  it,  however 
eJ(ce||>tionable  it  may  be,  and  very  exception- 
able It  is  in  its  language,  still  that  distinct 
idea  could  hardly  be  collccled  from  it.  You 
will  judge,  and  you  arc  the  proper  ju^Ses^ 
wbotMr  there  cao  fidrly  be  eolleeted  noro 
that  letter  more  than  I  nave  stated  to  you  : 
it  is  important  you  should  attend  to  it,  be- 
cause stress  was  laid  upon  it ;  and  the  true  ' 
coDstructioQ  of  it  may  be  that  which  is  in- 
sisted upon,  on  the  part  of  the  pfOeocnUoii; 
but  of  that  you  will  judge. 

The  neat  piece  of  evidence  that  was  read 
was  the  proceedings  of  the  twelfth  of  October, 
1793>  of  the  Constitutional  Society,  when 
Mr.  Home  Tooko  was  present  At  this  meet- 
ing there  was  a  letter  read  from  thcIxiiKlitnCor- 
lesponding  Society,  with  an  addre&s  inclosed, 
to  the  National  Convention  of  France,  and 
they  desire  the  advice  of  the  Constitutional 
Society,  as  to  the  manner  of  oonvcying  and 
presenting  that  address. 

Maclean  then  produced  the  original  letter, 
and  the  address  of  the  societv,  tu  the  National 
Convention  of  France.  The  Constitutional 
Society  resolve  to  thank  them  for  the  com- 
munication, and  they  approve  of  the  spirit  of 
the  address ;  thai  address  is  a  ve^  impoitaut 
piece  ^  evidence ;  you  will  hear  it  mid. 

**Read,  The  following  letter,  and  in- 
doied  adoreia  to  the  Natiooal  Convention 
of  France^  fiooi  tbo  London  Conetpondi^g 

Society. 

•  To  D.  Adams,  secretary  to  the  Society  for 

Constitutional  Information. 

"  Sir; — Your  favour  of  the  third  instant, 
informisg  us,  that  our  proposal  for  address- 
ing the  French  National  Convention,  had 
met  with  the  approbation  of  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information,  we  have  in- 
ckised  yon  a  copy  of  the  address  we  have 
drawn  up,  and  mean  to  send,  the  locie^ 
at  larse  having  approved  of  it 

*  Not  in  tfie  least  presuming  to  propose 
it  for  the  adopUonof  your  society,  ourselves 
.  will  joyfully  throw  it  aside  and  as  readiljy 
enbeenbe  to  any  production  of  your'i^  better 
calculated  to  answer  the  purpose,  and  less 
unworthy  being  pieientcd  to  so  ai^gmt  an 
assembly. 

_  Should  no  other  be  produced,  we  ima- 
gine this  plain,  but  honest  address,  will  be 
adopted  by  some  other  societies,  in  concur- 
itneewith  our  own;  and  respecting  the 
manner  of  signing,  of  conveying,  and  of 
presenting  it,  vour  better  experienced  ad- 
vice     greatly  oblige,  gentlemen,  your 
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very  humble  servanta,  for  the  committee 
of  toe  London  Coirespond ins  Socie^. 

^Signed) 

"  Maoatea  Maaoaaor,  chainnaa. 

"  Thomas  Hakdy,  secretary.** 
"  Thundi^,  lllh  October,  1798." 

"  Trenchien!— While  foic^n  robbers 
arc  ravaging  your  territories,  under  the 
specious  pretext  of  justice ;  cruelty  ami  de- 
solation leading  on  their  van,  pendy  with 
treachery  bringing  up  their  rear,  yetraercy 
and  friendship  impudently  held  forth  to  tiie 
work!  as  the  sole  motives  of  their  inen^ 
sions,  the  oppressed  part  of  mankind  for- 
gettinz,  for  awhile,  their  own  sufferings,  feel 
only  for  yours,  and  with  an  anxious  eve 
waich  the  event,  fervently  supplicating  the 
Almishty  Ruler  of  llie  Universe  to  be  f*- 
vourable  to  vour  cause,  so  intimately 
blended  with  their  own. 

"  Frowned  upon  by  an  oppressive  system 
of  control,  whose  gradual,  but  conbnued 
encroachments,  have  deprived  thk  nation 
lif  nearly  all  its  boaslrd  liberty,  and  brought 
us  almost  to  that  abject  state  of  slavery, 
from  which  you  have  to  emerged,  6,000 
British  citizens,  indignant,  manfully  step 
forlh  to  rescue  their  country  from  the  op- 
probrium brought  upuu  it,  by  tlie  supine 
conduct  of  those  in  piower.  They  conceive 
it  to  be  the  duty  of  Britons  to  countenance 
and  assist,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power, 
the  champions  of  human  happiness,  and 
to  swear  lo  a  nation,  procecdins  on  the  plan 
you  have  adopted,  an  inviolable  friendship. 
Sacred  from  thu  oi^  be  that  friendship  be- 
tween us  !  And  may  vengeance  to  the  ut- 
termost overtake  the  man  who  hereafter 
shall  attempt  to  cause  a  rupture. 

"  Thoush  we  appear  so  few  at  present, 
be  assurca,  Frencnnicn,  that  our  number 
increases  daily  ;  it  is  true,  that  the  stern 
uplifted  arm  of  authority  at  present  keepa 
back  the  timid,  that  busily  circulated  im- 
postors hourljr  mislead  the  credulous,  and 
that  court  intimacy,  with  avowed  Firench 
traitors,  has  some  effect  on  the  unwary, 
and  on  the  ambitious.  But,  with  certainty, 
we  can  inform  you,  friends  and  freemen, 
that  information  makes  a  rapid  pn^^ma 
among  us.  Curiosity  has  taken  possession 
of  the  public  mind  \  the  conjoint  reign  of 
ignorance  and  despotism  passes  away.  Men 
now  ask  each  other,  what  is  freedom  ?  what 
are  our  rights?  Frenchmen,  you  are  al- 
ready ftee,  and  Eritooa  are  preparing  to 
become  so ! 

'*  Casting  far  from  us  the  criminal  j^reiu- 
dices  artfully  inculcated  by  evU-nunded 
men,  and  wily  courtiers ;  we,  instead  oC 
natural  enemies,  at  length  discover  in 
Frenchmen,  our  fellow  citizens  of  the  world, 
and  our  brethren  by  the  same  Heavenly 
Father,  who  created  us  for  the  purpose 
of  lovmg  and  mutually  assisting  each  otiier : 
but  not  to  hate,  and  to  be  cvermdly  to 
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cut  cadi  others  throats,  al  thecoamaiid  of 
we  ik  or  ambitious  king8>  and  oomq^  nu- 

ntsters. 

"  Seeking  our  real  enemies,  we  find 

tli(  111  in  our  bosoms;  we  fetl  our'=f  Ives  in- 
wardly torn  hyf  &ad  ever  the  victims  of  a 
restless,  all'COiuuining  aristocracy,  hither- 
to the  bane  of  every  nation  under  the  sun  ! 
Wisely  ham  700  acted  in  eipeUtag  it  from 
Iraiice. 

**  Warm  aa  are  our  wishes  for  your  sue* 

r^«;?,  f»:i'4-pr  as  wc  arc  to  behold  freedom 
triumphant,  and  man  every  where  restored 
to  the  enjoyment  of  his'jnwl  rights,  aeense 
of  our  duty,  as  orderly  citi7.ens,  forbids  our 
flying  iu  arms  to  your  aasistauce ;  our  go- 
vernment has  pledged  the  national  faith  to 
remain  neutral: — m  a  strugg^  of  liberty 
a?T:iuist  despotism,  Britons  remain  netilral  f 
O  siiame  !  But  we  have  entrusted  uur  king 
with  discretionary  powers;— we  therefore 
must  obcv; — our  harrds  are  bound,  but 
our  hearts  are  free,  and  they  are  with  you. 

"  Let  German  defl|N>tsaet  as  they  ple&se. 
We  shall  rejoice  at  their  fall,  compassion- 
ating however  their  enslaved  subjects.  W  e 
hope  this  tyranny  of  their  nutters  will 
prove  the  means  of  reinstating,  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  Uberties,  mil- 
lions of  uur  fellow  creatures. 

"  With  unconcern,  therefore,  we  view 
thf  en  dor  of  Hanover,  join  lii'^  troops  to 
traiti>rs  and  robbers;  but  the  kmg  of  Great 
Britain  will  do  well  to  reoMmber,  that  this 
country  is  not  Hanover.— Should  ho  Ibrget 
this  diatinctioo,  we  will  not. 

While  you  enjoy  the  envied  glorv  of 
being  the  unaided  defenders  of  medom, 
we  fondly  ftntiripatf",  in  idea,  the  numerous 
blessingb  umiikmd  will  enjoy,  if  you  suc- 
ceed, as  we  ardently  wish,  the  triple  alli- 
ance (not  of  crowns,  hilt)  of  the  people  of 
America,  France,  and  Britain,  will  cive 
fireedom  to  Europe,  and  peace  to  the  whole 
world.  Dear  friends,  you  combat  for  the 
advantage  of  the  human  race.  How  well 
yorduned  will  be,  though  at  the  expense 
of  much  blood,  the  glorious,  the  unprece- 
denttidprivilrc-c  of  saying,  mankind  is  free  ! 
T;;^rants  and  tyranny  are  no  niore !  Feace 
Teigns  on  Hie  earth !  And  this  is  the  work 
of  rrenchmen. 

••Kesolved;— Tljal  the  thanks  of  this 
society  be  given  to  the  London  Correspond- 
ing Society,  for  the  above  address  trans- 
mitted by  them^  and  that  the  secretary  ac- 
quaint tmm,  thM  society  do  highly  approve 
of  the  spirit  of  the 


Gentlemen,  the  whole  of  this  paper  de- 
aerves  very  atteatlvo  eonsideration  indeed; 
lor  you  here  find  an  aj'pcal  lo  a  foreign  coun- 
try, and  ttiose  who  make  the  address,  take 
vpon  themselves  to  consider  the  iaieresta  of 
our  country  as  intimately  blended  willi  llu 
interests  o  j  that  country,  in  the  state  in  which 
thai  country  was  at  that  time,  which  leads  lo 


very  serious  observations*— If  Ifsdwof  llm 

lawful  controls  in  this  coimtry  3^  oppressive 
and  burthensorae  to  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, ii  speaks  of  Frenchmen  beoonsiig  free, 
and  of  Rrilons  preparing  to  become  so.  It 
speaks  of  the  aristocracy  of  the  country  with 
a  pretty  plain  allusion  to  one  of  the  orders  of 
me  state.  In  these  terms—**  Seekmg  oat  veal 
enemies,  we  find  them  in  our  bosoms— we 
feel  ourselves  itiwurdiy  torn  by,  and  ever  the 
vietims  of,  a  reslfcns  and  atl-oonsuraii^  aris* 
tocracy."  It  asserts,  that  an  aristocracy  is 
the  banc  of  every  nation  under  the  sun;  and 
it  declares  that  Pranee  has  dene  wisefy  in  «>• 
polling  an  ari-to:  i  ai^  .  U  alluilc-  more  guard- 
edly tu  the  kiug,  but  there  is  auallu^n,  aod 
a  dangerous  one—*'  the  king  of  Great  Britaili 
will  do  well  to  nmembcr  that  this  country  is 
not  Hanover;  should  hv  forget  this  dislmc- 
tioQ,  we  will  not.''  it  sneaks  of  the  event  of 
the  success  of  the  F^nch  contest  in  verf  oa- 
traordinary  terms — "II  vmi  '•itrcvrfJ,  wr 
ardently  wi:»h,  the  triple  alliance  not  ot  crowns 
hut  of  the  neople  of  Amertca,  France,  and 
Britain  will  ^ive  freedom  lo  Kuropr,  and 
peace  to  the  whole  world which  is  ^ing  a 
good  way  towards  saying,  that  the  emd  of 
the  success  of  the  contest  in  France  will  be 
to  proclucean  alliance  of  the  nstions  of  Franrr 
and  England,  iudepcndeal  of  a  crown,  and 
without  a  crown.  How  fiur  these  observations 
arejust  in  themselves,  ard  hmv  far  thry  lead 
to  open  the  views  of  those  who  presented  this 
address,  is  matter  of  general  observation, 
for  your  consideration  ii[Ktn  tlir  uhole  of  the 
evidence  taken  together;  but  I  thou^t  it 
necessary  to  ^nt  out  to  you  the  particniar 
passages,  which  must  certainly  strike,  one 
upon  reading  that  paper.  I  shall  have  occa- 
siuu  hereafter  to  uWfvc  a  little  more  parti- 
cularly upon  it. 

They  then  read  the  proceeding  of  the  nine- 
teenth ol  October,  when  Mi.  Home  Tooke 
was  in  the  chair ;  there  was  a  commitleo  a|»- 
pointcd  lu  (  onfcr  with  the  drlri^atcs  of  the 
London  Corresponding  Society,  ud  the  address 
which  that  society  had  presented  to  the  Na* 
tional  Convention  of  France. 

Upon  the  twenty-sixth  of  October,  JTr. 
Uorae  Tooke  being  present,  the  report  of  ino 
committee  appointed  at Ite  last  meeting  was 
recommitted;  and  it  was  resolved,  tliHtntthc 
next  meeting  they  would  consider  ot  an 
answer  to  the  Lonmn  Cenespondiag  Society, 
upon  the  subject  uf  their  letter,  and  that  they 
would  also  consider  of  an  address  to  the  Na- 
tional Convention  of  F^nce. 

Upon  the  second  of  November  1799,  at  a 
meetineof  the  Constitutional  Society,  Mr. 
Tooke  Ibeing  present,  a  committee  was  aip- 
pointed  to  prejpaioan  addins%  bnt  Mr.  Took* 
was  not  of  that  committee. 

Upon  the  uintli  of  November  I79i,  Mr. 
Toolce  being  present,  tho  addMss  was  pradoc 
« (1.  and  w.'s  read  :   Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Frost 
being  present,  were  desired  to  present  this 
address,  and  were  thanked  for  havmg  accepted 
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tJjis  trust.  The  prcrrcrlin^s  fVfie Signed  by 
the  ctiairroan,  ionl  bempill.  Thai  address 
must  be  read. 

**  The  CoromiUee  appmnted  at  the  last 
meeting  to  prepare  an  address  from  this  so- 
cietv  to  Uie  rv  uliooal  CoDvcutiou  of  France 
madw  tbidr  report,  and  produced  the  follow- 
ing address  which  was  read  and  approved : 

•*  The  Society  for  Conslitiitional  Informa- 
tion in  JLoniloR^  to  the  £>jational  Con- 
ventioii  of  Pniice« 

**  Semnls  of  a  Sovereign  People,  and  Be- 
ne&ctort  of  Mankind ; — We  rejoice  that 
jour  revolution  has  arrived  at  that  point  of 
lierfectioQ  which  will  permit  us  to  address 
jfm  by  this  title ;  it  is  the  only  one  t  bat  can 
accord  with  the  character  of  true  legislators. 
JEverv  succcsi>ivc  epoch  in  your  anairs,  has 
addea  something  to  the  triumphs  of  liberty, 
and  the  glorious  victory  of  the  lOlh  of 
ilugust,  hum  finaliv  prepared  the  way  for  a 
coDSlitution,  wliich  we  trust  jou  wiu  estab- 
lish on  the  basis  of  reason  and  nature. 

**  Considering  the  mass  of  delusion  accu- 
mulated ou  mankind,  to  ohbcure  their  un- 
derttandinp,  you  cannot  be  astonished  at 
the  opposition  you  have  met  both  from 
tyrants  aud  troni  slaves^— The  instrument 
vsed  agiunst  you  by  each  of  theee  classes  is 
the  same ;  for  in  the  genealogy  of  human 
miserieiy  ignorance  is  at  once  the  parent  of 
oppression,  and  tile  child  of  sulMntssion. 

*'  The  events  of  every  day  are  proving 
that  your  cause  is  cherished  by  the  people 
m  all  your  continental  vicinity  ;  that  a  ma- 
jority of  eachof  those  nations  are  your  real 
friends,  whose  governmetit^  hnve  tutored 
them  inlo  apparent  foes,  and  iliac  they  only 
wait  to  be  deKvered  by  your  arms  from 
the  dreaded  necessity  of  fightii;^  against 
them. 

**  The  condition  of  Englishmen  is  less  to 

be  deplored — herx-  lli-j  lutnd  of  oppression 
has  not  yet  ventured  completely  to  ravish 
the  pen  from  us,  nor  openly  to  i>oint  the 
sword  at  you.  Ftom besoms  burning  with 
ardour  in  your  cause,  we  tender  yon  our 
■warmest  wishes  fur  the  full  c.xtcnl  oi  its 
progress  and  suocess.  it  is  indeed  a  sacred 
cause ;  we  cherish  it  as  the  pledge  of  your 
happiness,  our  natural  and  nearest  friends : 
and  we  rely  upon  it  as  the  bond  of  fratonal 
Wiaon  to  the  human  race,  in  which  union 
our  own  nation  wiU  surely  be  one  of  the 
first  to  concur. 

"  Our  government  has  still  the  power  and 
perhaps  U\p  inclination,  to  employ  hirrlinc^s 
to  contradict  us  ;  but  it  is  our  real  ijy>ui,<^n, 
that  sre  now  speak  the  sentiments  of  a 
great  mainrity  ot  Uie  Engiisii  nation. — The 
people  liere  are  wearied  with  imposture, 
and  wore  out  with  war ;  they  have  Teemed 
to  reflect,  that  both  the  one  and  the  other  are 
the  offspring  of  unnatural  combinations  in 
society  as  renrtive  to  svstems  of  ffovcniroent, 
no(  the  result  of  tiie  natural  tsnper  of 


nations,  ai  nhftive  to  Mcb  «thanha|9^ 

ness. 

**  Go  on,  legislators,  in  the  work  of  hu* 
man  happiness — the  benefits  will  in  part  be 
ours,  but  the  glory  shall  be  all  your  own.  It 
is  the  reward  ol  your  perseverance,  it  is  the 
prize  of  virtue.  The  sparks  of  hberty  pii»> 
"erved  in  Englan(5  for  a^r?,  like  the  coru^ 
caiions  of  the  northern  aurora,  served  but  to 
show  the  darkness  visible  in  the  rest  of 
rope.  The  lustre  of  the  American  Reptjb» 
he  like  an  effulgent  morning,  rose  with 
inereestng  vigour,  bat  still  too  distant  to 
enlighten  our  hemisphere,  till  the  splendeiT 
of  tlie  Frencli  revolution  btirst  forth  upon 
the  nations,  ii^thc  fuii  fervour  of  a  meridian 
sun,  and  displayed  in  the  midst  of  the  £o- 
ropean  world,  the  practical  result  of  princi^ 
pies  which  philosophy  hadf«ought  in  the 
shade  of  speculation,  and  whieh  experiencb 
must  c^'ery  Ik  rc  confirm  It  dispels  the 
clouds  of  preiudice  i'rom  ail  people,  reveaia 
the  secrets  or  all  despotism,  and  cvsates  m 
new  character  in  man. 

"  In  this  career  of  improveinent,  vour 
example  will  be  soon  followed ;  for  nations 
rbing  from  their  leth«|^,  will  recfaum  the 
rights  of  man,  with  a  voice  which  man  ans' 
not  resist. 

'*  (Signed  by  order  of  the  Society) 

**  Sempi LL  chairman. 

"  D.  Arams,  sccretar}'. 

^  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  so- 
dety  be  given  to  the  committee  who  pre- 
pared the  above  address. 

"  Ilesolved.  That  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr. 
Frost  be  deputed  by  this  society  to  present 
the  address  of  this  society  at  the  bar  of  the 
National  Convention  of  France. 

*  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Uiis  so* 
eaety  be  given  to  Mr.  BaHow  and  Bilr.  fkost 
for  accepting  the  above  deputation. 

Resolved,Thatthe  said  address  besigned 
by  the  dunrman  and  secretaiy. 

"  Resolved,  that  a  subscription  be  opened 
in  this  society,  for  the  purpose  of  a-ssisting 
the  eilorts  of  Trance  i  the  cause  of  free- 
dom." 

Gentlemen,  this  naper  was  also  Tery  much 

relied  upon,  !)Ut  1  do  not  think  it  so  en«A  to 
point  out  the  particular  passages  from  wtience 
stronc  observations  will  arise.  They  s  peak  of 
the  glorious  tenth  of  August: — as  to  the 
tenth  of  August,  and  what  appellation  it  de« 
served,  as  applied  to  the  albirs  of  France,  we 
have  nothing  to  do  with ;  and  there  is  no  di* 
roct  application  of  it  to  any  consequences 
itiat  were  to  follow  here.    There  is  a  good 
deal  of  acrimony  expressed  as  to  the  state  of 
this  country ;  but  a  great  deal  of  obscrviti 
with  resp^t  to  the  eniect  that  the  revolution 
of  France  was  to  have  upon  this  cotmtry, 
hardly  arises  upon  that  expression  of  af  riniony. 
The  concluding  part  is  the  most  material,  and 
has  the  most  direct  reference  to  such  an  ellect; 
it  is  in  these  words^**  The  lustre  of  the 
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Amerimi  ftepubHe,  like  en  dKilgeDl 

ing,  arose  with  increasing  vigour,  but  still 
too  distant  to  eniigtuen  our  hemisphere, 
tili  the  splendour  of  the  French  Revolution 
liontibftfa  upon  the  nations  in  the  full  fervour 
of  a  meridian  sun,  and  displayed,  in  the  midst 
of  the  European  world,  the  practical  result  of 
pnodples  which  philosophy  had  sought  in  the 
shade  of  speculalion,  and  which  rxperience 
must  every  where  confirm."  Tins  is,  certainly 
a  general  approbation  of  Che  practical  rewltof 
principles  which  had  produced  a  revolulion 
in  France,  and  which  this  address  supposes 
that  experience  would  confirm  every  where  as 
well  as  in  France.    It  speaks  of  dispelling 
the  clouds  of  prentdicR  from  all  people,  reveaf 
ing  the  secrets  oV  ail  despotism,  and  creabng 
m  new  character  in  man.   These  are  expres- 
iions  cprtitnly  large  enough  to  comprencnd 
their  own  country  as  well  as  any  other  country 
In  the  neishbourhood  of  F^ce.    It  goes  on 
to  say — "  In  this  career  of  improvement,  your 
example  will  be  soon  followed," — Followed 
by  whom? — ^  for  nations  rising  from  their 
lethargy,  will  reetalm  the  rights  of  roan  with 
e  voice  which  roan  cannot  resist."  That, 
you        is  general — going  to  all  nations; 
end  if  it  has  maf  feKience  to  this  nation 
among  others,  to  br  surr  it  is  a  proper  that 
deserves  very  serious  attention,  considered 
as  a  declaration  of  principles  upon  which 
the  fate  of  this  countty  might ti]xii|  u  well  as 
the  fate  of  France. 

Gentlemen,  the  next  piece  of  evidence  is  a 
paper  found  upon  Adams,  dated  Parb,  the 
twenty-ninth  ofNovpnibpr,  17&2  ;  it  is  a  let- 
ter from  Joel  Barluw  mnJ  John  Frost  to  ilie 
Constitutional  Society,  informing  them  of 
what  had  passed  upon  the  presentmg  of  those 
addresses;  that  j^per  will  be  read,  and  the 
two  papers  contained  in  it;  end  one  of  them 
wil!  rr rtainly  be  extremely  material  for  your 
con&iiieration. 

"  CiUsens  and  Associates;—- We  have 
executed  your  commission  to  the  National 
Convention  of  France,  in  a  manner  which 
we  hope  will  meet  your  approhation. 
A  translation  of  the  papers  herewith  in- 
closed, ^vis  yesterday  presented  at  the  bar 
of  the  Convention,  and  received  with  uui- 
veraai  applause.  After  whieh  the  presi- 
dent ^avc  us  the  kiss  of  fratfrnity  in  behalf 
of  the  trench  nation,  which  we  returned  in 
behalf  of  nm  society .  The  scene  was  truly 
interesting  to  every  feeling  of  humanity, 
and  drew  tears  from  a  crowded  assembly. 
It  gave  rise  to  reflettious,  winch  can 
acaroely  be  conceived  by  men  ia  any  other 
circumstance  of  life  ;  it  was  the  reroncilia- 
licn  of  brothers,  who  had  long  been  ex- 
cited to  a  mortal  enmity  by  misunder- 
standing anl  mutual  imposition.  The 
wounds  which  had  bled  for  ages  were 
dooed  and  forgot,  while  the  ^ice  of  na> 
tnrr  declared  tlicv  should  never  more  he 
opeDCil.  The  president  pronounced  a  dis- 
course in  answer  to  our  address,  w^h  we 
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likewise  cnclMe. 

**  JuiL  Baiilow. 
JofiM  FaosT. 
«  Paris,  89th  Nov.,  179«. 
To  the  Society  for  Constitiitiooal 
Information  in  London." 

At  the  Bar  of  the  Coiifeiitio^v  Ho* 

vember  SS. 

"  Citizens  of  France ; — We  are  deputed 
from  the  Stekfy far  ComUhOioiMi  Jmfmma^ 

tion  in  London,  to  present  to  you  their  con- 

fratulations  on  the  triumphs  of  liberty, 
his  society  bad  laboured  long  in  the  cause, 
with  little  pmpect  of  success,  previous  to 
the  commcnceraent  of  your  revolution. 
Conceive  then  their  exultations  oi  gratitude 
when  by  the  astonishing  efforts  of  your 
nation,  they  hehold  the  reign  of  reason  ac- 
quiring an  extension  and  soUdiU,  wtiich 
promise  to  reward  the  lahours  of  all  good 
men,  hy  curing  the  happiness  of  Uiear 
fellow. creatures. 

**  Innumeraole  societies  of  a  simtlsr  na* 
ture  are  now  forming  in  every  part  of  £ng> 
land,  ^ieotland,  and  Ireland.  They  excite 
a  spirit  ut  untveisal  inquiry  mto  the  com- 
plicated  abuses  of  govermnenl,  and  the  * 
simple  means  of  reform. 

After  the  example  which  France  has 
given,  the  science  of  revolutions  will  be 
rendered  easy,  and  the  progress  of  reason 
will  be  rapid.  U  would  not  be  strange,  if. 
in  a  period  far  short  of  what  we  snoold 
venture  to  predict,  addresses  of  felicitation 
should  rrnss  the  scas  to  a  notwwU  cemeii* 

iioii  in  England.** 

[Here  follows  the  address.] 

**  We  are  also  commissioned  to  inform 
the  convention,  that  the  society  which  w« 
represent  has  sent  to  the  soldiers  of  Iibert,y 
apatriotic  donation  of  one  thousand  nur 
of  shoes,  which  are  by  this  time  arrf^  at 
Cal^s  :  and  the  society  will  continue  send- 
ing a  thousand  pair  a  week  for  at  least  six 
weeks  to  come.  We  only  wish  to  know  to 
whose  tut  th^  ought  to  be  addressed. 

"  Joel  Bari  ovt, 
JouK  Faosr. 

''MsyVwr.ttth.lTM." 

*<  The  PfeeaideDtfs  answer. 

«  Brsfe  ehtldren  of  a  nation  whieh  has 

given  lustre  to  the  two  worlds,  and  great 
examples  to  the  universe;  you  have  ad- 
dressed us  with  something  more  than  good 
wishes,  since  the  condition  of  our  warriocs 
has  excited  your  solicitude.  The  defenders 
of  our  liberty  will  one  day  be  the  sup- 
porters of  your  own.  Too  command  our 
esteem,  yoii  will  accept  otir  trratitudr.  The 
sons  of  liberty  through  the  world  will  never 
lbr|^  their  obUgstions  to  the  English 
nation. 

"  The  sifades  of  Fym,  of  Hampden,  and  of 
Sydney,  are  hovering  over  your  heads ;  and 
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the  moment  cannot  be  distant,  when  \ho 

fteople  ul  I  rAiict^will  oflfer  their  congratu- 
aiions  to  a  national  conventioiiinEngland. 
Too  long  has  the  torch  of  discord  cnffamtd 
the  English  and  the  French;  while  the 
■mbitMm  of  kinn,  fomentihe  national 
sverdons,  compelled  tlinn  to  torcct,  that 
anlim  has  produced  none  but  brothers. 

**  Your  inands,  it  is  said,  were  severed 
from  the  continent  by  a  great  convulsion 
of  the  globe;  but  librrty,  established  on 
the  two  shores  of  tike  narrow  sea  wtiicU  di- 
vides US,  wQl  repair  the  breach,  and  restore 
the  two  nniions  to  the  harmony  and  friend- 
ship lor  which  nature  has  designed  them. 
Reason  has  begim  her  majestic  nuurch; 
sbe  c  m  no  longer  be  resisted  in  her  course. 

"  Cienerous  republicans,  your  appearance 
in  this  place  will  form  an  epoch  in  the  his- 
tory of  mankind.  History  will  consecrate 
the  day  rvhen,  from  a  nation  Iojic;  rr^ardcd 
as  a  rival,  and  la  the  Dame  ol  a  great  num- 
ber of  your  fcllow-citisens,  3rou  appeared 
in  the  midst  of  Ihc  representatives  of  the 
people  of  France,  and  she  will  not  forget 
to  recount,  that  our  hcoiti  expended  at  the 
sight.  Ti  ll  the  soclrty  which  deputed  you, 
and  assure  your  leilow-citizens  in  general, 
that  in  your  friends,  the  French,  you  have 
found  men." 

Gentlemen,  on  the  part  of  the  pr<')<;prulion, 
they  consider  the  language  \ii  wlncli  lius  ad- 
dress was  presented  to  the  National  Conven- 
tion of  France,  and  the  president's  answer,  as 
anexposition  of  the  ad  d  re  93  i  tse  1  f,  and  as  a  com> 
inentupon  it ;  and  as  pointing  out  what  was 
meant  to  he  exprcs  rd  by  it.  Whether  they 
are  right  in  so  stating  it,  is  for  your  judgment; 
twt  thejbave  lur  ground  so  to  state  it.  With 
regard  to  the  expressions  of  the  president  of 
the  National  Convention,  I  do  not  myself 
think  that  much  prejudice  ought  to  arise  to 
tliose  who  presented  this  address,  ftom  the 
lan;;in^r  he  thought  fit  to  hold  ;  because  the 
policy  of  a  nation,  wishing  to  receive  such 
addrcises  as  tbeie  were,  might  dictate  to 
them  a  language  which  went  Ir yond  the  -^cn- 
timenls  expressed  in  the  address:  and  it 
cooM  hardlv  be  fairly  attributed  to  those  who 
presented  the  address,  or  who  framed  it.  But 
the  language  of  the  person  who  presented  the 
address  is  quite  of  another  nature,  and  lias  a 
much  closer  application  to  the  sentiments 
conveyed  in  the  address  itself.  With  respect 
to  that  language,  without  making  a  particular 
obaervation,  1  will  only  restate  tne  words 
which  arc  the  most  material. — 

**  After  the  eaampie  which  France  has 

Siven,  the  tdence  of  revolutions  will  be  ren* 
ered  easy,  and  the  progress  of  reason  will 
be  rapid  ;  it  would  not  be  strange  if,  in  a  pe- 
riod far  short  of  what  we  shall  venture  to  pre- 
dict* addresses  of  felicitation  should  cross  the 
■cas  tu  &  national  convention  in  End  and." 
i\ow  1  think  it  may  be  fairly  observed  u])on 
this  laneuage,^  that  the  National  Convention 
whkh  tne  author  of  that  sentimfot  reftned 


'  to,  could  n c t  possibly  mean  a  convention  of 
delegates,  fur  liie  purpose  of  reforming  that 
bi-an>  h  of  the  constitution,  the  ConUDODS 
liou-c  of  Parliament :  niid  I  shall  at  present 
make  no  other  comment  upon  iu 

Gentlemen,  the  next  piece  of  evidence  is  a 
paper  found  at  Mr.  Home  Tooke's  house, 
wtuch  was  produced  by  Mr.  Thornton :  it  is 
in  French,  and  there  is  a  translation  of  it;  it 
is  a  letter  to  the  president  of  the  French  Con- 
vention, without  a  date,  making  an  offer  of 
four  thousand  livres,  to  be  applied  to  the  war. 
And  there  is  a  particular  expression  in  that 
letter  which  may  Ic  factious,  but  docs  not 
^era  to  point  directly  to  the  olyect  of  the 
present  inquiry— it  is,  that  this  is  to  be  ap- 
plied to  enable  ihcui  to  rany  on  the  war 
against  all  despots,  even  if  the  despots  should 
be  of  the  country  of  Mr.  Horne  Tooke,  who 
sent  the  letter.  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is 
any  thing  more  in  tlutt letter  material^  if  ther* 
18,  it  may  be  read. 

They  then  produce  the  draft  of  a  letter  to 
Petion,  \v!;i(  h  is  proved  also  to  be  of  Mr. 
Hume  Tooke's  hand-writing,  and  to  have 
been  ibuod  in  his  house :  the  answer  to  that 
letter  is  likewise  produced  The  letter  res- 
pects supplies  that  were  be  sent  for  the  use 
of  the  French  army,  and  m  what  manner  the^ 
might  be  most  safely  conveyed.  There  is 
on*'  expression  upon  whicli  observations  arise, 
and  It  did  not  Strike  me  at  the  time  tliat  tliere 
were  more  than  une ;  if  there  u  any  more,  if 
pointed  out,  the  letter  may  be  read ;  it  is, 
where  it  speaks  of  being  ot  use  to  the  com- 
mon cause  of  England  and  of  France.  It  is 
rather  difficult  to  understand  how  F.nLdand 
and  France,  in  the  situation  in  which  France 
then  was;  should  have  had  aeoraiiM»  csnse. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  is  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Constitutional  Society  upon  the 
fourteenth  01  December,  1792,  when  Mr. 
Horne  Tooke  was  in  the  chair.  A  letter  was 
received  from  the  Friends  of  Liberty  and 
Equality  at  La&n ;  Uiat  letter  b  produced^ 
being  found  upon  Adams.  There  was  also 
a  letter  upuu  the  twenty-first  of  December 
from  another  place  in  France,  Macon ;  and 
upon  that  occasion  Mr.  Home  Tooke  and 
some  others  were  appointed  a  committee  for 
foreign  correspondence,  and  these  letters  were 
referred  to  them ;  and  they  were  ordered  to 
keep  a  separate  book  of  their  correspondence. 
— That  letter  is  also  produced  If  it  is  thought 
material,  these  letters  may  be  read;  but  it 
does  not  appear  to  me  that  Uicre  were  any  an- 
swcrs  sent  to  them  ;  nnd  it  does  not  strike  mc 
that  any  very  material  observations  arise  upon 
them.  Mr.  Attorney  Genersl,  would  you 
wish  to  have  them  read  ? 

Mr.  Solicitor  General. — Mr.  Attorney  Ge- 
neral is  not  in  court — it  is  his  wish  to  sub- 
mit entirely  to  your  lordship  discretion. 

Lord  Chief  Jusllre  J.\re.— The  next  piece 
of  evidence  was  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
stimtional  Society  upon  the  fifth  of  October, 
J798— Mr.  Hmne  Tooke  picMn^  wlita  a  Jel- 
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tcr  from  Joel  Barlow  was  read,  speaking  of  a 
tetter  which  be  had  written  to  the  conven- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  then  constitution 
of  France  ;  he  presents  a  copy  of  that  letter 
to  the  Constitutional  bocicty ;  and  there  arc 
some  expressions  in  his  letter  which  may  de- 
serve cooMderation,  uid  Ihensfoie  it  sbali  he 
read. 

Gentlemen; — I  have  just  published  a 

small  tre.itisf ,  in  a  IcUer  to  the  National 
Convention  of  France,  on  the  defects  of 
the  constitution  of  1791,  and  the  extent  of 
the  amendments  which  oii^ht  to  be  applied. 
As  the  true  principles  ot  government  arc 
the  same  lu  ali  couutric<>,  being  founded  on 
thettgbts  of  Man,  which  are  universal  and 
imprescriptible,  I  conceive  tlie  subject  of 
this  treatise  cannot  be  loreigo  to  the  great 
object  of  yoar  association,  of  wbich  you 
have  done  me  the  favour  to  make  roe  an 
honorai;y  niember;  I,  therefore,  present  a 
copy  of  it  to  you,  with  the  same  confidence 
that  I  have  done  to  the  National  Conven- 
'  tion,  a  confidence  ari'^ing  from  a  full  con- 
viction thai  the  wi  rk  is  founded  Ui  truth 
and  reason,  although  tticse  principles  seem 
not  so  immediately  reducible  to  practice  in 
tlie  government  ot  this  country'  as  in  that  of 
France,  yet  tbdr  examuiaUon  can  never  be 
tiD^cisonable. 

A  great  revolution  in  the  maihi:^cnieul 
of  tlic  affairs  of  nations,  i$,  duubtles>-,  s(^n 
to  be  expected  throu^^h  all  Europe ;  and,  in 
the  progress  of  mankind  toward>i  this  attain- 
ment, It  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  tijc 
convictions  to  be  acquired  from  rational 
discussion,  should  precede  and  prrrludc 
those  which  must  result  tironi  phy:>iuii  ex- 
ertion. 

"  Stich  is  certainly  the  ardent  wish  of 
your  friend  and  adopted  brother. 

(Sigucd)        **  JoBL  BaiM»w/' 

<'  London,  October  4,  1793.** 

Mr.  Johnson  the  bookseller  proved  that  the 

printed  ropy  of  Joel  T^arlo%v%  letter  to  tlir 
National  Convention  of  France  was  printed 
by  him  :  he  produced  a  copy,  and  the  letter 
was  nan* 

[Tlie  following  extracts  were  then  read 
from  page  1,  to  the  middle  of  page  IS.] 
•>^*  Gentlemen,  the  time  is  at  last  arrived 
when  the  people  of  France,  by  resorting  to 
their  own  proper  dignity,  feel  themselves  at 
liberty  to  exercise  their  unemharras^td 
leaioi),  m  ealablisbing  an  equal  govern- 
tnent.  The  present  crisis  in  your  affairs, 
marked  by  tne  assembimc  of  a  National 
-  Convention,  bears  nearly  the  sanM  relation 
to  the  last  fotir  yrnrs  gf  your  history,  as  your 
whole  rcvoiutKwi  bears  to  the  great  accu- 
mulated mass  of  modem  improvement; 
compared,  therefore,  with  all  that  is  past,  it 
is  perhaps  the  most  interesting  portion  of 
the  most  important  period  thai  Europe  has 
bitberto  seen. 

**  ffnitet  this  impfcssioo^  and  with  tbe 


deepest  sense  of  ifie  magntttide  of  the  sub* 
iect  which  engages  your  attention,  I  tak«  a 
liberty  which  no  slight  motives  could  wBr> 
rant  in  a  strnn;?er,  tlie  Itfxrrtv  of  offerii^  a 
lew  obscrvaiious  on  liie  business  that  Iwa 
before  you.  Could  I  suppose,  howev«r»  that 
any  :i]io!o'^  were  necessary  for  this  inlru- 
biuu,  1  sliuuid  not  re^  uipon  the  one  here 
mentbned,  but  my  inteatkms  require  no 
apolog}';  I  demand  to  be  heard,  as  a  right. 
Vour  cause  is  that  of  human  nature  at 
large;  you  are  the  representatives  of  man* 
kind;  and  though  I  am  literally  one  of 
your  conytiluenls,  yet  I  must  be  lownd  by 
your  decree"*.  My  happiness  will  l>e  se- 
riously afltcted  by  your  oeliberations ;  and 
in  them  1  have  an  intorc<5%  ntiicli  nothing 
can  destroy.  I  not  only  cousider  aW  oiaa- 
kind  as  forming  but  one  great  fiunilj,  and 
therefore  bound  by  a  natural  sympathy  to 
regard  each  other's  happir^  as  mal^mg 
part  of  their  own ;  but  1  contemplate  the 
French  nation  at  this  moment  as  standins 
in  the  plnrr  of  the  whole,  you  ha\*c  stepped 
forward  with  a  gigantic  stride  to  an  enter* 
prise  which  involves  tbe  interest  of  every 
surroMiiMin;:;  nr^ti  <ii  ;  and  what  you  began 
as  justice  to  yuursctvcsuyou  are  called  upon 
to  finish  as  a  duty  to  the  human  race. 

*'  I  believe  no  man  cherishes  a  greater 
veneration  than  I  have  uniformly  done,  for 
the  National  Assembly  who  framed  that 
constitution,  which  I  now  presume  your 
constituents  expect  you  to  revise.  Perhaps 
tUe  merits  of  that  body  of  men  will  never 
be  properly  apprcciatod.  The  grsalest 
part  of  their  exertions  were  oecessarily 
spent  on  ol(jects  which  cannot  be  de- 
scribed ;  and  which  from  their  nature  can 
make  no  figure  in  histf  ry  Tlie  enormous 
weight  of  abuses  they  hail  to^  overtum|  tho 
quantity  of  prejudice  with  which  th^  nine* 
tions  called  t!;eni  to  contend,  as  wq]1  in 
their  own  minds  as  m  those  of  all  the  Eu- 
ropean world,  the  open  opposition  of  inte- 
rests, the  secret  weapons  of  corruption,  and 
the  unbridlrrl  fnry  of  despairing  faction— 
these  are  &ubjects  which  escape  our  com- 
mon (4>6ervation,  whan  we  contempkte 
the  labours  of  that  assembly.  But  the 
legacy  they  have  lef^  to  their  country  in 
their  delibemtive  capacity  will  remain  a 
lasting  monument  to  their  praise :  anil 
though  while  searchinf  out  tne  defective 
part^  of  tiicir  work,  without  losing  sight  of 
the  difficulties  under  which  it  was  formed, 
ve  nrw  find  more  occasion  to  admire  its 
wisdom,  than  to  murmur  at  its  faults;  yet 
this  consideration  ought  not  to  deter  m 
from  the  attcmnU 

**  The  great  leading  prmciple  on  wbich 
titeir  eonstitutton  was  meant  to  be  founded 
is,  the  eoualitif  oj  ri^hli.  Thi>  principle 
I'cing  laiu  down  with  such  clearness,  and 
asserted  with  so  nmch  dignity  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  code,  it  is  strange  that  oieo 
of  dear  understandiagy  shoulo  £ui  to  be 
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vhich  nature  must  have  taught  them  to 
build  on  that  foundation.  It  shows  a 
disposition  to  counteract  the  analogy  of 
nature,  to  see  them  at  one  aaoaient  impress- 
ing this  indelible  principle  on  our  minds, 
aiiU  with  the  next  breath  declaring  that 
n«iiee  riudl  remain  »  noiiarchy,  uiat  it 
shall  have  a  king,  hereditary,  mviolable 
•loUied  with  all  the  executive,  and  much 
of  tiie  legislative  power.  coinnuodBr  lo  I 
dlief  of  ail  the  national  force  by  lUd'  and 
9ea,  having  the  initiative  of  war,  and  the 
power  of  concluding  peace ; — and  above  all, 
to  hear  them  dec&re  that,  *  The  nation 

•  will  provide  for  the  splendour  of  the 

*  throne,'  granting  in  their  legislative  capa- 
city to  that  tbrono  mora  thsn  a  miluoa 
sterline  a  year,  from  the  national  purse,  be- 
sides the  rents  of  estates  which  are  sud  to 
amonnt  to  half  as  much  more. 

**  We  must  be  astonbhed  at  the  para^ 
doxical  organization  of  the  minds  of  men 
who  could  see  nu  discordance  in  these  ideas, 
they  begin  wiUi  the  open  simplichy  of  a 
mtional  republic,  and  immediately  plunge 
into  all  the  labyrinths  of  royalty;  and  a 
great  part  of  the  constHlitional  co^t  h  a 
practical  attempt  to  reconcile  these  two 
discordaot  theories.  It  is  a  perpetoal  con- 
Hkthetween  principle  and  pre<^eQt — be- 
tween the  manly  truths  of  nature,  which 
we  all  must  feel,  and  the  learned  subtilties 
of  statesmen  about  which  we  have  been 
taught  to  reason. 

*•  In  reviewing  the  history  of  hinnnn  opi- 
Dionsj,  it  is  an  unpleasant  consideration  to 
tenant  how  slow  the  mind  has  always 
heeo  in  seizing  the  most  interesting  truths ; 
although  when  discovered,  thev  appear  to 
have  been  the  most  obvious.  This  remark 
is  no  where  veri6ed  with  moredrousstuices 
of  regret,  than  in  the  proeress  of  your 
ideas  \n  France  relaiive  to  the  inutility  of 
the  kingly  office.  It  was  not  enough  that 
you  took  your  first  stand  upon  the  high 
ground  of  natural  right ;  where,  enlight- 
ened by  the  sun  of  reason,  you  might  have 
seen  the  rloiuls  of  prejudice  roll  far  beneath 
jour  fecL  it  was  not  enough  that  you  began 
ny  consiaering;  royalty,  wrai  its  well  known 
scourges  as  bemg  the  cause  of  all  your  evils, 
that  the  kings  of  modern  Europe  are  the 
authors  of  war  and  miser}',  that  their 
mutual  intercourse  is  a  commerce  of  hu- 
man slaughter — that  public  debts  and  ])ri- 
▼ate  oppressions,  wit^h  all  the  degrading 
▼ices  that  tannsh  the  face  of  nature,  had 
their  orimn  in  that  species  of  government 
which  oners  a  premium  lor  wickedness,  and 
teaches  the  ftw  to  trample  on  tiie  many ; 
H  was  not  enough  that  you  saw  the  means  of 
a  regeneration  of  mankind  in  the  system  of 
equsu  rights,  and  that  in  a  wealthy  and 
fiowerful  nation  yoa  possessed  the  advan- 
tage of  reducing  that  system  to  immediate 
'  practice  as  an  example  lo  the  world,  and  a 
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arguments,  with  a  variety  of  others  which 
your  republican  orators  placed   in  the 
strongest  point  of  light,  were  insulhcienl  to 
raise  the  public  mind  to  a  proper  viesr  of 
the  subject. 

It  seems  that  some  of  your  own  philo- 
sophers had  pienooslly  taught,  that  royalty 
was  necessary  to  a  graat  mttion.  .Montes- 

Suieu,  among  his  iraimacal-  maxims  about 
tws  and  government,  had  informed  the 
world  that  a  limited  monarchy  was  the 
best  possible  system,  and  that  a  democracy 
could  never  Hourish  but  in  a  small  tract  of 
country.  How  many  of  your  legishrtota 
believed  in  this  doctrine  ;  linw  many  acted 
from  temporizing  motives,  wishing  to  banish 
royalty  bv  slow  dezrees;  and  how  many 
were  led  oy  principles  less  pardonable  than 
eitheri  it  is  impossible  to  determine.  Cer- 
tshi  it  is,  that  repoMicflii  ideas  gained  no 
ground  upon  the  monarchical  in  your  con* 
stituting  assembly,  during  the  last  six 
months  of  their  deliberations.  It  is  like- 
wise certjun.  that  the  majority  of  that  as- 
sembly took  much  pains  to  prevent  the 
people  from  discovering  tlie  cheat  of  royalty, 
andTto  contimw  thrir  ancient 'veneration,  at 
least,  for  a  while,  in  favour  of  certain 
principles  in  governmeot,  which  reasoB 
could  not  approve. 

"  It  is  remarkable,  that  aU  the  perfidy  of 
your  kin^,  at  the  time  of  Ws  flight,  should 
Iiave  haoso  little  effect  in  opening  the  eyes 
of  so  enlightened  a  people  as  the  French. 
His  tlighl,  and  the  insulting  declaration 
which  he  left  behind  hiro,  were  sufficient 
nofonly  to  giv»  the  lie  to  the  fiction,  with 
which  common  sense  has  always  been  put 
to  the  blush,  and  to  which  your  assembly 
had  attemptM  to  give  a  sanction.  Thai 
Kings  can  do  no  orong  ;  but  they  were 
sufficient  to  show,  at  least  to  all  who  would 
open  their  eyes,  that  the  business  of  ^vern- 
ment  required  no  soch  officer.  There  is  no 
period,  during  j*our  revolution  (if  there  is 
any  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  France), 
wnen  bunness  went  on  with  more  alaeiity 
and  good  order,  than  during  the  suspension 
of  the  royal  functions,  in  the  interval,  from 
the  time  that  tiie  kins:  was  brought  back  to 
the  capital  in  June,  till  the  completion  of 
the  constitution  in  September.  Ercry  thing 
went  rizht  in  the  kingdom,  except  within 
the  walls  of  the  assembly.  A  mqorif;y  of 
that  body  was  determinea  to  make  an  ex- 
periment of  a  limited  monarchy.  The  ex- 
periment has  been  made.  Its  duration  has, 
indeed,  been  short,  being  less  than  eleven 
months ;  but,  although  in  some  respects  ifc 
has  been  almost  as  ml  to  the  cause  of  is* 
berty,  as  any  system  could  have  been  witHill 
the  time,  vet,  m  other  respects,  it  has  dooa 
more  good  than  all  tlie  reasonings  of  all  the 
philosophers  of  the  age  could  have  done  in 
a  much  lonj^er  time  :  it  has  taught  them  a 
new  doctrine,  which  no  experience  can 
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duiket  and  whieh  retson  must  eoofirm, 

Th<!f  Kings  can  do  no  good." 

(Page  J  4  and  part  of  15). — "  Amou^  the 
pnUUe  evils  multiiig  worn  the  kingly 
office,  the  principle  one,  and  indeed  the 
only  one  that  need  to  be  mentioned,  is  the 
chiuice  of  its  being  held  by  a  ucuk  or  a 
wicked  man.  When  the  office  is  hereditary, 
it  is  scarcely  to  he  expected  but  thai  this 
should  always  be  the  case.  Considering  the 
birth  and  edocstion  of  princes,  the  chance 
of  findin  rj  nne  with  practical  common  sense, 
lA  hardly  to  be  reckoned  among  possible 
events;  nor  is  the  probability  less  strong 
against  Iheir  having  virtue.  The  tempta- 
tions to  wickexlness  arising  from  their  si- 
tuation, are  too  powerful  to  be  resisted. 
The  persuasive  arts  of  all  their  flatterers, 
the  companions  of  their  youth,  the  minis- 
ters  of  their  pleasures,  and  every,  person 
wiUi  whom  they  ever  converse,  are  neees* 
sarily  employed  to  induce  them  to  increase 
their  revenue,  by  oppressing  the  people, 
whmn  thejare  taught  from  Aeir  cradle,  to 
consider  as  beasts  of  burthen ;  and  what 
must  almost  hisure  the  triumph  of  wicked- 
uess  in  their  tempers,  is,  the  idea  tiiat 
the^  act  totally  and  for  ever  without  re»- 
tramt.  This  is  an  allurement  to  vice,  that 
even  men  of  sense  could  scarcely  resist. 
Impress  it  on  the  mind  of  any  man,  that  he 
can  do  no  wrongt  and  he  will  sooh  convince 
you  of  vour  mistake. 

I' Take  this  general  summary  of  the 
evils  arising  from  hereditary  monarchy, 
under  any  restrictions  that  r-in  bo  propnmrd. 
and  place  it  on  one  side  of  tiie  acLouiti,  aiui 
state,  on  the  olhcr  side,  the  truth  which  I 
believe  no  man  of  reflection  will  hrrrtifrpr 
call  in  question,  That  Kings  can  do  no  good^ 
and  the  friends  of  liberty  will  no  longer  be 
in  doubt  which  way  you  will  dccitfe  the 
question  relative  to  that  pari  oi  your  con- 
stitution. 

(Page  22  to  26)—"  But  it  will  be  said,  I 
am  too  late,  with  all  these  observations,  on 
the  necessity  of  prosaibing  royally  from 
jFOur  constitution.  The  cause  is  already 
judged  in  the  minds  of  the  whole  people  of 
France :  and  tiicir  wishes  will  surely  be  the 
rule  of  your  conduct.  I  suppose  that, 
without  hc'-M^  reminded  of  your  duty  by  a 
strangen  one  of  ^our  first  resolutions  would 
be,  to  fix  a  national  anathema  on  eveiy 
vestige  of  regal  power,  and  endeavour  to 
wi^  out  from  tlic  human  cliaracter  the 
stain  which  it  received  with  its  veneration 
for  kings  and  hereditary  claims.  But  it 
requires  much  reflection,  to  be  well  aware 
to  V.  liat  extent  this  duty  should  carry  ^ou. 
There  are  many  vices  in  your  constitution, 
whichthoughnot  apparently  connected  with 
the  kine,  had  tbeu:  origin  in  regal  ideas. 
To  purify  the  whole  eode  from  these  vices, 
ana  to  purge  human  nature  from  their 
effects,  it  will  be  necessary  to  resort  to 
many  principles  which  wpaar  not  to  have 
atruok  the  ouiids  of  the  m  aascmbly. 


**  Tou  will  pemut  me  to  hint  at  some  of 

the  great  outlines  of  what  may  be  expected 
from  you  under  the  peculiar  advantages 
with  which  vou  meet-  to  form  a  glorious 
republic.  Although  many  of  my  ideas 
may  be  perfectly  superfluous,  bein^;  the 
same  as  will  occur  to  every  member  ot  your 
body,  yet  it  is  possible  that  some  of  them 
may  strike  the  mind  in  a  new*  point  of 
light,  and  lead  to  reflections  which  would 
not  rise  from  any  other  quarter.  Should 
t!iis  be  the  zn^c  in  the  snuUest  degree,  it 
ought  to  be  considered,  botli  by  you  and 
me,  as  an  ample  reward  for  our  pains  in 
writing  and  in  reading  this  letter. 

"  On  considering  the  subject  of  govern- 
ment, when  the  mind  is  once  set  loose 
from  the  shackles  of  royalty,  it  finds  itadf 
in  a  new  world :  it  rises  to  a  more  exten- 
sive view  of  every  circumstance  of  the  so- 
cial state.  Human  nature  assumes  a  new 
and  more  clrviiicil  shape,  and  displays 
noany  moral  teaiurus,  which,  I'lrom  having 
been  always  disguised,  were  not  known  lo 
exist.  In  this  case,  it  is  a  hm^  time  Ix-fora 
we  acquire  a  habil  of  tracing  effects  to  their 
proper  causes,  and  of  aoplying  tlie  easy 
and  simple  remedy  to  tnose  vices  of  our 
nature  wnich  society  requires  us  to  restrain. 
This,  I  apprehend,  is  the  source  of  by  far 
the  greatest  difficulties  with  which  yea 
have  to  contend.  We  are  so  much  used, 
in  government,  to  the  most  complicated 
systems,  as  lieing  necessary  to  support 
those  impositions,  without  which  it  has 
been  supposed  impossible  for  men  to  be 
governea,  that  it  is  an  unusual  task  lo  con- 
ceive of  the  nmplicity  to  which  the  busi- 
ness of  government  may  be  reduced,  and 
to  which  it  must  be  reduced,  if  we  would 
have  it  answer  the  purpose  of  promotiog 
happiness. 

"  After  proscribing  royalty  with  all  its 
appendages,!  suppose  it  will  not  be  thoup;ht 
necessary  iu  France  to  support  any  other 
errors  and  sunerstilions  of  a  similar  com- 
plexion ;  but  tnat  undisguised  reason^  iu  all 
things,  will  be  preferred  to  the  cloak  of 
iranosition.  Should  this  be  the  case,  yoa 
will  conceive  it  no  longer  necessarv  to 
nuuntaina  national  church.  This  establish- 
ment is  so  manifestly  an  imposition  upon 
the  judgment  of  mankind,  that  the  consti- 
tuting  assembly  most  have  considered  H 
in  that  light.  It  is  one  of  those  monar- 
chical ideas,  which  pay  us  the  wretched 
complimeat  of  supposing,  that  wc  are  not 
capaole  of  being  govemra  by  our  own  rmf 
son.  To  stippose  that  the  people  of  FraiKre 
are  to  ieara  the  mode  of  worsnippinz  God 
from  the  decrees  of  the  council  of  Tivd^ 
is  certainly  as  absurd  as  it  would  be  \n  ap- 
peal to  such  a  council,  to  learn  huw  to 
preathe,  or  to  open  their  eyes.  Neither  b 
it  truc^  as  is  argued  by  theadvoc  iic^  of  tf its 
part  of  your  constitution,  that  the  prefer- 
ence there  given  to  one  mode  of  worship. 
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bj  the  jpajment  of  the  Catholic  priests  from 
llie  na(!on;il  purse,  fo  the  exclusion  of  others, 
was  luaitiied  on  ilic  idea  ol  the  property 
Supposed  to  have  been  poMMSed  by  fbaC 
churcli,  and  which,  by  the  assemlily,  was 
declared  to  be  thenceforward  the  property 
•f  the  nation. 

**  The  church,  io  this  sense  of  tlie  word, 
uglifies  nothing  but  •  mode.  ^'  worship ; 
and  to  prove  that  a  mbde  can  be  a  pro- 
prietor of  lands,  requires  a  subtility  of  logic 
that  I  shall  not  allcmpt  to  refute.  I  he 
i'act  is,  the  church,  coiibidercd  as  an  hierar- 
chy, was  alwaj^s  neceieary  to  the  support  of 
roy;ihv ;  rind  your  assembly,  with  ^Trwi 
€oa&i:>tcncy  of  desigOi  wUhin^  to  pre!>erve 
•omething  of  the  old  febric,  preaerred 
aomething  of  this  necessary  prop.  But  as 
the  fabric  is  now  overturned,  the  prop  may 
be  safely  taken  away.  I  am  confident  that 
nionarchy  and  hierarchy  will  be  buried 
in  Ihc  same  grave,  and  that  in  France 
they  will  not  survive  the  present  >ear  " 

(Page 3 After  laying  down  the  great 
fundaniciiral  principle,  that  all  men  are 
equal  ^n  Ikttr  right$,  it  ouKht  to  be  the  io^ 
variable  objeet  m  the  social  compact  Io  iiv 
ttire  the  exercise  of  that  equality,  by  rcn« 
denng  them  as  equal  in  all  sorts  of  eajoy- 
nents,  as  can  possibly  be  consistent  with 
good  order,  industry,  and  the  reward  of 
merit.  Every  individual  ought  lo  he  ren- 
dered as  indeuettdent  ot  every  other  indivi- 
.  dual  as  ooBMble;  aiid»  at  the  same  time 
as  fleprndent  as  posuble  on  tbe  wliole  cai»> 
muDity. 

''On  Ihii  UAdeniable  maxiin*  I  tbink 

the  following  positions  ought  lo  be  founded 
and  guanatoed  in  the  constitutional 
code;"  

Upon  the  twelflh  of  October,  1792,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Constitutional  Society,  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  being  present  Mr.  Barlow's 
ktter  was  read;  and  il  was  ffcsolved,— 

That  Mr.  Sturch  be  requested  to  draw 
itp  an  answer  to  tbe  letter  of  Mr.  Bar- 
low read  at  the  last  meeting,  cxpressius  how 
much  prid(;  iliis  society  feel  at bsviAg oCCted 
Juun  an  honorary  nieniber." 

Upon  the  nineteenth  of  October,  17Q£,  :U  a 
saeeting  of  the  aecietgr,  Mr.  Home  Tooke 
being  in  the  chair,  an  answer  to  Joel  Bur 
low's  letter  was  read,  and  approved  of,  and 
the  answer  w$M  enterad^Tnat  aaswer  will 
be  read. 

**  Sif^your  manly  and  ener^tic  address 
to  tbe  National  Convention  in  France,  hav- 
ing  been  received  by  the  Society  fur  Con- 
stitutional Information,  and  read  at  their 
la&t  maeling,  they  cannot  hesitate  to  return 
you  Ibeir  nnanimoat  tbanks  for  so  valuable 
,  a  present,  and  to  express  in  the  wannest 
terms  their  hearty  approbation  of  its  spirit 
and  tendency :  your  uttle  treatise,  by  exhi- 
biting the  most  important  political  truths 
in  a  new  and  striking  point  of  view,  is,  in 
tiieiropinkn,  happily  calculated  to  infonn 
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the  inquiring  mind,  uid  to  inspire  an  ar* 
dent  and  enlightened  zeal  for  the  freedom 
and  happiness  of  mankind.  In  this  opt- 
UOn,  they  donbt  aot,  the  public  voice  will 
concur,  when  the  pamphlet  shall  have  ob- 
tained that  eeueral  circulation  to  which  its 
merits  entitle  it. 

"  It  is  with  reason  that  you  think  the 
subject  of  your  book  not  foreign  to  the 
great  object  of  the  society,  which  has  inva* 
riably  been,  to  lead  their  countrymen  to 
think  for  themselves  on  the  nioinentous 
subject  of  government,  and  tints  to  produce 
an  universal  and  practical  conviction  of  odo 
great  truth,  that  without  a  real  rcprc«:ent*> 
tion  ol  the  people,  frequently  renewed,  tUei« 
can  be  no  efiectual  check  to  that  syhtem  of 
corruption,  by  which  the  public  lrc.i>ure  is 
squandered;  no  security  tor  that  portion  of 
liberty  which  we  shall  enjoy,  nor  any  ra- 
tional hope  that  government  wdl  be  con- 
ducted sMlh  a  view  to  its  only  proper  object 
the  happiness  ol  the  many,  and  uol  the 
interest  of  the  few. 

"  The  society  ii!i>crve,  with  hf  ai  l-felt  sa- 
tisfaction,  that  in  the  present  great  cri&is  of 
human  amurs  wlule  some  writers  are  found 
even  in  this  rountry,  who  openly  proclaio* 
wiiat  they  call  the  *  cauM:  ol  kings'  in  oppo- 
ntion  to  the  cause  of  the  people,^  whom 
they  impudently  term  the  '  swimsb  UMilti* 

*  ludc  there  arc  not  wanting;  on  the  other 
hand,  men  of  the  Qrst  character  and  ability 
who  nobly  vindicate  the  riohts  of  man,  and 
tfiey  tnist,  th^t  your  excellent  writings  in 

fcneral,  and  the  letter  to  the  Convention  of 
ranee  iu  particular,  will  be  eminently  con* 
ducive  to  the  success  and  final  triumph  of 
that  cause^  which  you  justly  style  *  the 
'  most  glorious  that  ever  engaged  the  atteo- 

*  tion  of  mankind.' 

"  Joel  Barlow,  esq.'' 
Gentlemen,  this  closes  the  correspondence^ 
between  Mr.  Barlow  and  the  Loudon  Consti^ 
tuti< ;;ki1  Soriety,  and  it  will  be  proper  just 
to  point  out  to  you  what  use  is  made  of  it  oa 
the  part  of  the  prosecution.  Joel  Barlow 
writx:sa  letter  to  the  Xaliunal  Convention  of 
France  upon  the  subject  of  their  having  re- 
tained in  the  constitution  that  they  had 
settled,  the  kingly  oifice:  he  is,  in  ophuoOy 
averse  to  that,  and  endeavours  to  ronvince 
ilicm  Liiat  the  kingly  otiice  ought  not  lo  be  re> 
taiucd  in  their  constitution.  He  transmits 
this  letter  to  tlie  London  Constitutional  So* 
cicly,  and  points  it  out  tp  tlieni  as  that  which, 
though  not  muncMUately  reducible  to  practice 
in  England  as  in  France,  yet  would  not  be 
Ibreign  to  the  objects  of  that  society.  It  goes 
on  to  state,  that  great  revolutions  are  to  be  ex- 
pected ;  and,  therefore,  as  fi:ir  as  the  senti- 
ments of  Barlow,,  from  that  letter  and  that 
book,  are  to  be  collected,  certa'mly  it  is  to 
be  collected  that  Barlow  Uiought  that  his  let- 
ter would  have  an  application  in  this  country, 
with  a  view  to  a  revolution  to  be  expected 
here.   It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  Mr,  6ar- 
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•^ow'»  sentiments  arc  not  to  be  imputable  to 
•ny  body  he  e,  merely  from  the  circumstance  of 
fais  having  thought  nt  tu  communicate  them; 
and,  thcrVture,  in  nrderla^ieover  the  true 
bearing  of  the  rvidence,  yoti  must  see  how 
Barlow's  letter  is  received,  and  what  conclu- 
uons  arise  from  the  maiuwr  in  vrhioh  Bar- 
low's letter  is  rcfeived. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter  in  the  Con- 
ilinrtifMial  Society,  they  iiMMdiately  state  llie 
|>riile  they  have  in  recollecting  that  he  was  ao 
nonorary  membrr  of  the  society  (fer  he  had 
Il>een  admitted  an  hunorarv  member  before  he 
transmitted  that  letter),andthen  they  vote  a  for- 
mal answer  to  Mr.  Jfiel  Barlow.  And  the  lan- 
guage of  that  answer,  certui^«  deserves  some 
tMtMe,  and  does  aAwd  woie  ODMmtMMi ;  fot 
the  answer,  after  thanking  him  very  warmly 
Ibr  the  work,  and  approvinjg  of  its  spirit  and 
of  in  teodeacy  (you  see  it  goes  beyond  the 
immediate  application  of  it  to  the  affairs  of 
France)  goes  on  thus — "  It  is  with  reason 
that  you  think  the  subject  of  your  book  not 
foreign  to  the  great  object  of  the  sodety, 
which  has  inv3riably  been  to  lead  their  coiin- 
tiymeo  to  think  for  themselves  on  the  mo- 
memoiit  sol^eet  of  govermnenl,  and  thus  to 
floduce  an  universal  and  practical  conviclioa 
of  one  great  truth,  that  without  a  real  repre- 
sentation of  the  people,  frequently  renewed, 
there  can  be  no  enectual  check  to  that  system 
6f  corruption  by  which  the  public  treasure  is 
snuander^— no  security  for  that  portion  of 
Mbertv  which  we  should  enjoy— nor  any  ra- 
tional hope  that  the  government  will  be  con- 
ducted with  a  view  to  its  onlv  proper  object 
the  happiness  of  the  many,  and  net  the  hiteiw 
est  of  the  fe  w." 

Now  the  question  is,  whether  the  observa- 
tion which  is  made  upon  this  passage  is  ajust 
one :  when  they  acknowledge  that  Mr.  Bar- 
iow's  letter,  recommending  the  taking  mo- 
narchy out  of  the  constitution  of  France,  had  a 
natenal  connexion  with  their  dbject,  and  af- 
terwards explained  that  object  to  be  that  they 
desire  thai  the  subjects  should  think  for  them- 
fehrea  on  the  momentous  eulyect  of  govern- 
ment **  thus  to  produce  an  universal  practical 
conviction  of  one  great  truth,  that  without  a 
real  representation  of  the  people,  fr^uently 
renewed,  there  can  be  no  efrectau  check  to 
that  system  of  corruption,**  and  so  on.  It  is 
put  to  you  to  consider,  whether  this  approba- 
ibin  leada  Id  tfmt  eendaaim ;  mriess  you  un- 
dertand  that  conclusion  to  mean  a  real  repre- 
aentatioo  of  the  people,  without  a  monarchy. 
You  see  the  qnesUsB  is,  whelherthe  consirae- 
tion  that  b  put  upon  that  letter  in  that  way  is 
justly  put  or  no ;  or  whether  the  whole  result 
of  this  correspondence  means  no  more  than 
that  they  tbaidced  Um  for  a  book  in  which 
the  subject  of  government  is  largely  discussed 
with  a  view  to  the  single  purpose  of  imptes- 
stng  upon  the  minds  of  tnepeople  flw  weea» 
sity  of  a  reform  in  the  representation  in  the 
Commons  House  of  Parliament.  There  are 
in  the  account-books  some  charges  for  pub- 


lishing  this  letter  of  Mr.  Baitow;  and  lb* 

thanks  of  this  society. 

Maclean  then  produced  a  paper  found  upon 
Adams,  which  is  a  letter  to  Adams  from  Snef- 
field,  dated  the  fifteenth  of  October  1793, 
signed—"  The  Editors  of  the  Patriot."  It  is  a 
very  long  letter.  Itcomplainsof  no  answer  hav- 
ing been  sent,  when  they  applied  to  the  Consti- 
tutional Society  before;  and  it  goes  into  » 
very  long  detail  ofthe  most  propermedwdlol' 
what  they  call  enlightening  the  minds  of  the 
)»eop]e.  It  proposes  that  reason  should  be 
the  Generalissimo,  but  that  reason  should  be 
seconded  by  a  proper  art ;  and  tMs  proytr  art 
is  explained  to  be, — finding  proper  persons  in 
towns,  who  should  go  round  into  the  viUages^ 
and  should  there  instil  into  the  minds  ofibo 
people  those  principles  which  it  was  fit  should 
be  incukaieo  upon  them.  Aqd  there  is  a 
long  dehttl  of  Uie  methods  by  which  an  icno- 
rant  farmer  might  be  influenced — by  whioi  a 
tradesman  might  be  influenced— by  which 
any  countryman  might  be  influenced,  and  might 
Imfe  his  mind  enlightened.  I  do  not  think 
myself  that  it  is  quite  necessary  to  do  mom 
than  to  state  so  much  of  the  letter,  and  to  re- 
mark upon  it  that,  undoiibledly,  this  sort  ef 
industry  must  have  a  very  considerable  effoct 
upon  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  must  be 
Mlremely  capaUe  of  doing  either  a  great  deal 
of  good  or  a  great  deal  ofharm,  according  to 
the  subject  matter  of  the  instnictions  wbich 
those  persons  were  to  have  instilled  into  them, 
in  Buch  a  course  as  is  pdnled  ootby  tUa  edllM 
of  the  Patriot. 

Gentlemen,  upon  the  ninth  of  Noven^er, 
OM,atameelin|r  of  the  Constitutional  So* 
ciety,  Mr.  Home  Tooke  being  present,  a  letter 
by  way  of  answer  to  this  editor  of  the  Patriot 
was  agreed  upon ;  this  letter  was  produced  by 
Maclean,  who  said  he  fuund  itat  Adams^ana 
it  \h  proved  by  Mr.  Wood  fall  to  have  some 
words  in  it  interlined  io  Mr.  Horne  Tooke's 
hand.  There  are  passages  in  it  which  it  wiR 
be  necessary  should  be  read,  one  in  particular 
on  wliicU  a  great  deal  of  observation  has 
arisen. 

"  Cenllemen  ;— Tlie  Society  fat  Consti- 
tutional Information  have  been  favoured 
with  two  letters  bearing  the  signature  of 
the  editors  of  the  Patriot.  The  firstof  thesa 
letters,  dated  June  11th,  related  particulars 
concerning  the  publication  called  the  Patriot 
aceompaaMd  by  some  of  the  fttsi  nombcn. 
It  required  our  opinion,  and  our  public  ap- 
probation of  the  work,  with  hints  for  its 
eentinuanos.  It  Khewise  nanmted  eeveial 
interesting  particulars,  relative  to  the 
friends  and  foes  of  liberty,  their  various  ha- 
bits and  propensities,  and  added  conjectures 
on  the  means  by  which  those  hanita 
propensities  migUlbo  tunMdtO 
tage  of  freedom. 

^  The  second  letter,  dated  October  ti^ 
consisted  of  a  complaint  of  neglect  on  tho 
part  of  our  society,  a  farther  statement  of 
nets  similar  to  those  contained  in  the  ^t 
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AU  these  letters  have  been  read  by  the 
Mdtty  IbrConttitutioiiel  Information ;  and 
the  manly  spirit  in  which  they  were  con- 
ceived, their  honest  zeal,  and  tlic  love  of 
freedom  by  which  their  authors  were  ani- 
roaledf  were  highly  ^teful  to  that  society. 
Il  was  no  feeling  of  superiority,  no  inten- 
tional disrespect,  and  assuredly  no  wilful 
mark  of  insult,  that  ooeaeioMd  the  sOeoco 
of  the  society.  We  were  retjuired  to  per- 
Ibrm  that  oi  which  we  were  incapable ;  to 
]W8S  judsment  on  a  publication  which  none 
of  US  haa  read,  and  to  correspond  with  per^ 
sons  in  tlie  dark,  who  had  not  thought  fit 
(for  reasons  which  they  no  doubt  held  to  be 
prudenQ  to  trust  us  with  their  names, 
what  could  be  done?  We  admired  both 
the  talents  and  the  intention  of  our  cor- 
i«ipaideiiti(or€omspoDdeiit);  butwene 
tUDfle.  honest  men,  wanting  the  priestly 
gift  of  intuition,  and  could  not  predicate 
good  or  ill  of  that,  of  which,  not  havine 
nod,  woomldhBVOAo  knowledge.  Severu 
weeks  passed  away,  and  still  the  member? 
could  give  no  opinion  of  the  Patriot ;  for 
BMB  Buat  individually  act  by  tlieir  own 
judgments ;  it  is  the  very  essence  of  free- 
dom that  tber  should  be  left  thus  to  act; 
they  will  nta  tha  book  first  that  hqipais 
roost  to  attract  their  notice :  and  jo*  gm- 
tlemen,  are  too  liberal  too  just,  and  too 
manly,  to  require  them  to  approve  what 
tfaejr  had  not  read,  however  deserving  they 
aigfat  stispcct  it  to  be  of  approbation.  Of 
tho  purport,  however,  of  your  undertaking, 
the  aidour  with  whieh  it  It  conceived,  and 
lln  perseverance  with  which  it  appears  to 
be  pursued,  the  society  finds  no  heMtation 
in  DOth  approving  and  applauding  most 
lealously. 

**  You  candidly  ask  the  society  for  hints: 
hut  the  detail  of  your  letters  convinces  us 
vou  Moyoimelves  proficients.  Honest  men, 
however,  advise,  a<iked  or  not  asked,  when- 
ever they  imagine  that  bv  advising  they 
can  do  ^od.  Perhaps,  gendnmeD,  yon  may 
have  read  and  remembered  a  publication,  by 
the  late  father  of  his  country,  Dr.  Franklin, 
odlod  poor  Robin's  almanack ;  in  which, 
with  characteristic  simplicity  of  language, 
he  descended  to  the  feelings,  wants  and 
understandings  of  the  lower  order,  and  in 
proverbial.  Jocular  wisdom,  coovigFid  truths 
tu  them  of  the  highest  importance,  truths 
that  prepared  them  for  the  subUme  efforts 
Id  wnicn  they  wero  looa  to  be  roosed ; 
truths  that  led  them  onward  to  the 
a:venties  of  freedom,  while  their  sight  was 
teo  feeble  to  endore  the  splendour  of  the 
temple  itself.  A  certain  number  ol  such 
proverbial  axioms,  which  men  of  your  ge- 
jiius  would  easUv  invent,  «rranged  at  the 
•  l8gimiiii|  or  eon  of  eeehefmr  publica- 
tions, ana  appealingto  the  real  wants,  gricv- 
•oces,  and  affccuoot  of  the  people,  oif  which 
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you  appear  to  be  perfbetl^  masters,  eonld 

not  fail  of  producine;  an  effect. 
'  We  rgoice  with  ^ou  in  the  increa.se  of 
Ihemembm  and  societies  of  freedom;  our 
bosoms  dow  with  the  same  sentiments.  Wc 
are  brothers  in  afTcction  with  you,  with  the 
freemen  of  Shetiield,  of  Stockport,  and  of 
the  whole  world.  Freedom,  toough  anin- 
fiuit,  makes  herculean  efforts ;  ana  the  vi- 
pers^ aristocracy,  and  monarchy  arc  panting 
emi  writhing  under  Its  grasp.  May  suc- 
cess, peeoe  and  heppinett  etlsBd  thooe  4f* 
fiorts. 

**  Permit  us  to  add,  that  the  Socie^  ibr 
Constitutiemd  Information  will  ghdiyie- 
ccive  or  communicate  intelligences,  and  fer 
that  purpose  be  happy  to  correspond  either 
with  other  aoditaee  or  with  indlvidinii,  thit 
make  the  great  and  common  cause  of  an 
equal  and  real  repreaentation  of  the  people 
in  wrliemeiit,  and  the  other  grand  objects 
of  freedom,  their  end.  Information  on  such 
subjects  will,  to  this  society,  at  all  timm 
be  peculiarly  acceptable  and  gratifying." 
Gentlemen,  that  whidfr  you  are  desired  on 
the  part  of  the  prosecution,  to  attend  to  in 
this  letter,  is  that  extraordinary  passaee— 
"  Freedom,  though  aaitaftnt)  malm  norcuieaii 
efforts,  and  the  vipers  monarchy  and  aristo- 
cracy are  panting  and  writhingunder  its  grasp. 
May  soeeeBB,  peace,  end  happiness  attend  iti 
efforts."  The  words  need  no  comment,  but 
the  date  may  peihaps  be  fit  for  ymi  to  attend 
to.  This  comes  from  the  Constitutional  So- 
ciety, and  it  is  a  letter  with  which  Mr.  Home 
Tooke  is  proved  to  have  had  a  particular  con- 
nexion, havine  interlined  parti>  of  it,  written  * 
upon  the  ninra  of  November,  very  soon  after 
that  transaction  with  the  National  Conven- 
tion of  France;  it  is  at  this  period  that  mo- 
narchy and  aristocieey  are  treated  of  in  thb 
country  (for  it  is  in  a  letter  to  a  subject  of  this 
country,  upon  matters  respecting  this  coun- 
try) as  vipers  writhing  and  panting  under  the 
Herculean  efforts  of  ^edom. 

Gentlemen,  the  next  paper  was  produced 
by  Lauzun,  which,'  he  says,  he  found  upon 
Hardy ;  it  is  a  letter  from  Stockport,  metSnA 
upon  the  27th  of  September,  and  answered 
upon  the  eleventh  of  October.  That  letter 
and  the  enswer  I  beHeve  it  win  be  necessary 
to  read  to  you. 

**  Dear  &ir;~In  obedience  to  the  wishes 
of  the  society  here,  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
acknowledging  the  honour  of  your  letter 
and  the  packet  which  the  kindness  of  our 
brottiers  of  the  Loudou  Corresponding  So- 
ciety so  opportunely  presented  us  mm, 

"  It  is  doubly  deserving  our  thanks,  at 
it  shows  jour  kindness,  and  as  it  will  be 
useloi  in  the  ibrantion  of  our  mfimt  an* 
ciety.  We  stand  much  in  need  of  your  ex- 
perience in  this  particular,  and  we  doubt 
not  of  your  best  assistance.  We  are  sur- 
rounded by  e  mjeii^,  »  formidable  one 
indeed,  in  powef,  abilities,  and- aonbeie} 
>tt  wearaaoldiMiMied. 
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"  Wc  have  carefully  perused  the  ad- 
'dresses,  and  I  am  to  observe  on  their  con- 
teats  in  general,  that  the  sentiments  hardly 
lise  to  tMt  height  which  we  expect  horn 
men  sensible  of  thrir  full  claims  to  abso- 
lute and  uocontroilable  liberty,  i.  e.  unac- 
icountible  to  «ay  power  whioi  they  have 
not  immediately  constituted  and  appointed. 

"  These  are  our  sentiments,  whatever 
jnay  be  yours,  thoueh  in  the  present  state 
of  political  knowledge  it  msty  be  prudent 
not  to  avow  them  openly.  We  desire  your 
sentiments  on  the  means  of  accomplisning 
lhat  object  which  we  presume  you  have  in 
view  in  common  with  us.  We  think  it  ex- 
pedient that  we  should  perfectly  under- 
Atftod  each  <Mber  in  the  beginning,  lest  tlie 
appearance  of  disunion  might  furnish  mat- 
ter of  tziuraph  to  jour  enemies.  We  ob- 
•en»  OM  expression,  which  says,  *  Nume- 
'  rous  other  reforms  would  undoubtedly  take 
'  place,  dec.  &c.'  But  we  ask  how  is  that 
l^arliament  to  he  chosen  ?  Can  we  expect 
St  from  the  present  order  of  tbiogt^  Would 
not  all  the  evil  be  done  away  at  once  by 
jthe  people  as&enibled  lu  coQveDtioo^  J^oes 
it  apfiear  probable  that  the  o^ous  laws 
which  we  complain  of  will  be  abolished  any 
other  way?  Can  the  grievances  arising 
from  artstocracy  be  redressed  while  the 

  retains  its  present  uithority  in 

the  legislature  ?  Is  the  universal  right  of 
conscience  ever  to  be  attained  while  tlie 
.  B—  maintain  their  seat  oo  the 


**  Your  thoughts  on  these  important 
points  we  most  earnestly  desire  maj  be 
transmitted  to  us  as  soon  as  poss.ible ;  not 
directed  as  the  last,  we  fear  it  will  excite 
.  jtKpicion.  Direct  to  Mr.  Joseph  Heamer, 
.  Petty  Carr,  Stoclcpon,  who  is  chairman, 
.occasionally  in  the  absence  of  N.  Hihhort, 
wlio  resides  too  far  from  hence  to  be  at 
iMmd  on  emargeodet.— Your's.  &cc. 

"  P.  W.  Faotr." 
Addressed,  "  Mr.  Thomas  Hardy, 
boot   and  shoemaker,  near 
PieeadiUy.'' 
Indorsee],  "  rcc.  «7th  of  Sept.  1792. 
Ans.  1  uh  of  Oct  and  sent  a  copy  of  the 
address," 

**The  Friends  of  Universal  Peace  and  of 
jOVB  Righti  of  Mio  Sodely. 

^  Mr*  Joiepli  Heamer. 

Imidom,  Utk  Od.  1799, 
"  Su- ;  —  With  infinite  satisfaction  the 
JiOndon  Corresponding  Society's  committee 
perused  your  letter;  they  are  happy  to 
learn  your  steady  determinatioD,  ipiie  of idl 
obsUiclcs,  to  pursue  that  sole  means  of  po- 
litical icliaiy  a  periect  representation  of 
jthe  people. 

"  With  regard  to  our  publications,  our 
sentiments  are  expressed  in  as  strong  terms 
tspnidciicewiU  permit;  yet  plain  enough 


we  imagine  to  convince  the  j^bli^  that 
while  we  expect  every  thing  from  an  honest 
and  an  annual  parliament,  nothing  short  of 
such  a  senatft  ehoaenbytbeJwboieBatMD 

will  satiiify  us. 

"  True  generosity,  tlie  characteristic  of 
this  nation,  and  of  all  unperverled  men 

throughout  the  globe,  calling  upon  us  to 
countenance,  at  this  juncture,  the  arduous 
struggle  of  the  French  naition  acaintt  dea- 
potism  and  aristocracy,  these  toes  to  the 
human  race,  we  have  resolved  upon  ad* 
dressing  the  French  National  Convention. 

"  Without  entering  into  the  probable 
efll'cts  of  such  a  measure,  effects  which 
Your  society  will  not  fail  to  discover,  wc 
iiwite  you  to  join  us,  and  to  that  end  here* 
with  you  have  a  copy  of  our  intended  ad- 
dress ;  if  you  approve  the  idea,  and  will 
concur  in  sending  it,  be  pleased  to  ve- 
tnrotis,  without  delay,  a  copy  signed  by 
your  president  and  secretary,  or  by  the 
delegates,  btating  each  fur  how  many  per« 
SOBS  he  signs,  we  will  then  associate  your 
body  with  ours,  and  with  some  others  who 
have  already  ai^6cnted  to  the  measure.  If, 
on  the  contrary,  you  disapprove  thai  maile 
of  zeal  towards  the  only  nation  that  has 
hitlierto  undertaken  to  restore  to  mankind 
its  just  rights,  please  to  communicate  to  us 
your  objections. — am,  sir,  for  the  COm- 
fflittee  of  delegates,  youfs,  &c. 

«  M.  M.  ch." 
Gentlemen,  it  has  an  inconvenient  efiect 
with  respect  to  the  observations  that  are  to  be 
made  upon  tliis  evidence  as  we  go  alone, 
that  you  have  it  not  laid  Iwfore  yon,  exaetQr 
iu  chronological  order.  Yuu  see  this  is  a 
correspondence  in  the  month  of  October,  and. 
in  truth,  before  the  addresses  to  the  National 
Convention  of  France  had  been  resolved 
upon.  The  answer  alludes  to  tlic  addresses 
as  a  thing  intended,  and  that  liad  nut  then 
actually  taken  place ;  if  the  papers  had  been 
read  in  the  order  in  which  the  transactions 
passed,  we  should  be  able  to  understand  it 
Better.  It  is  observed  tbit  tliis  is  a  letter 
from  the  society  at  Stockport,  very  fir  in- 
deed advanced  in  republican  principles,  from 
the  plain  tenor  of  their  letter ;  calling  upou 
Uiis  society  to  know  what  it  was  that  th^ 
really  intended,  and  whether  they  meant  to 
£0  on,  and  suggesting  prettv  strongly  that 
uu(y  could  not  go  on  with  a  bouse  of  lords, 
or  with  the  bishops,  desiring  to  know  what 
it  was  they  intended  to  dO|  and,  as  it  seems 
to  me,  lor  the  first  tine  distinctly  proposing 
this  idea  of  a  convention  in  England,  that  the 
evil  was  to  be  done  away  at  once  by  the  peo- 
ple assembled  in  convcntioh. 

This  society,  thus  called  u)H)n,  had  varioua 
opportunities  of  explaining  their  conduct,  in 
a  way  that  could  not  possibly  be  misundcr- 
ftoed ;  that  eveiy  body  might  know  what  it 
was  that  they  really  aimed  at.  You  observe 
that  the  letter  in  answer  (after  general  civili- 
ties) proceeds  aa  IbUowa— With  regard  lo 
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our  puMie«fl<Bi,  ouracDtinieiiUsra  expraMed 

in  as  strong  terms  as  prudence  will  permit, 
yel  plain  enough,  we  imagine,  to  ooovince 
the  public,  that  while  we  eifMeet  ever^  thing 
from  an  honest  and  an  annual  parliament, 
notbiug  short  of  such  a  senate,  chosen  by  the 
whole  nation,  will  satisfy  us." 

At  lltf  u  fmidepee  will  permit,'-wh7  did 
not  prudence  permit  them  to  speak  otit  more 
exphciUy,  if  they  meant  fairly  and  honestly 
to  the  oomitfyr  They  say  they  speak  plain 
enmigh  to  convince  the  public,  that  wliilst 
they  expect  every  thing  from  an  honest  and 
na  annual  parliament,  nothing  short  of  each  a 
senate,  chotea  by  the  whole  mtion,  wtU  sa- 
tbfy  them. 

I  have  professed  myself,  during  the  whole 
eonrse  of  this  iaquuy,  veiy  unwiinog  lo  hold 
people  to  mere  expressions.  If  one  was  to 
put  a  strict  constructioa  upon  this  expresaioo. 
It  amounts  lo  this,  that  nothing  wul  satisfy 
Ihem  but  a  senate  chosen  by  tlic  whole  na- 
tion a  senate  chosen  by  the  whole  nation 
inelodes  the  whole  parliament,  and  yet 
possibly  that  might  not  be  the  intentkm ;  if 
It  was  not  the  intention,  it  wa«»  very  un^ard- 
edly  expressed,  lla  n  liuy  notify  their  in- 
tention to  make  this  address  to  the  National 
Convention,  and  then  there  arc  theiie  extra- 
onliaary  words—*'  Without  entering  into  the 
probable  efieds  of  sneh  a  measure,  e^ts 
which  yotir  society  will  not  fail  to  di^rcivor, 
we  invite  you  lo  join  us,  and  to  that  end 
hetewith  you  have  a  copy  of  our  uitended  ad*  1 
flrcss."  What  could  be  the  effects  of  that 
measure  which  th^t  «oripty  whs  to  discover 
respecting  an  iij>i'licatiun  iu  iiiiy  course  that  i 
could  be  imagined  to  tlie  Commons  Huu^e  of 
Parliament — what  f  tTt  lI  could  an  application  ; 
to  the  National  Convcnliun  in  l-'rance  have 
upon  socb  a  measured  if  yea  are  to  under- 
stand that  this  is  not  what  they  meant,  but 
thai  they  meant  to  establish  what  was  before 
expraMed,  a  full  and  entire  tMiate,  chosen  by 
the  people,  then  the  effect  of  an  address  to 
the  NritioTial  Convention  of  France,  miirht 
be  a  tiling  ui  considerable  con^ueoce,  and 
nndit  be  that  eflect  which  tiiiose  penons, 
with  the  sentiments  which  they  entertained, 
might  discover.  These  are  observations  that 
4a  certaitily  arise  apoQ  thu  letter,  and  upon 
the  answer  to  it. 

.  Gentlemen,  these  two  letters  having  been 
raad,  they  next  read  a  letter  from  Norwich, 
of  the  eleventh  of  November,  1793,  and  the 
draft  of  an  answer  to  that  letter,  dated  upon 
the  twenty-Mxth,  and  referring  to  that  letter 
of  the  eleventh.  I  believe  it  mil  be  neces- 
sary tliat  this  letter,  nod  the  answer,  should 
be  read* 

«<  Kerwici,  Ifov.  ilfA,  1799. 

"  Mr.  Secretary  : — Sir,  We  the  society 
tor  FoUticat  Information,  are  desirous  of 
holding  and  strenuously  supporting  the 
noble  sentiments  which  you  eo  lale^  and 

friendly  di«pf>rsed  amon^  us;  and,  as  we 
40  much  aduuie  your  well  adapted  pijui  for 
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a  relbrmation  in  the  state,  pemH  us,  wHh 

thr  ntmo&t  deference  to  your  worthy 
society,  to  participate  with  you  in  all  your 
gi  eat  natioiial  eotratpondence,  which  vour 
very  name  promises  to  maintain ;  and,  in 
consequence  thereof,  it  is  humblv  desired 
by  the  society  which  i  iiavc  the  happiness 
to  represent,  to  incorporate  three  members 
with  your  worthy  fraternity;  in  doing 
which,  I  shall  here  inform  you  of  their 
names  and  residence,  which  ara  as  follows; 
Mr.  Isaac  Saint,  at  the  Weaver's  Arms,  St, 
Augustins,  Norwich  \  Mr.  Anthony  Cadde- 
would,  eordwMner,  near  the  Globe,  ditto : 
George  Knapp,  near  ditto.  Our  principal 
design,  vir,  in  doing  thi^,  i?;,  that  we  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  knowing  more 
exactly  what  may  be  thought  the  moet 
elijgible  stens  to  hr  t.tktn  in  carrying  on 
this  great  misine^  of  our  associated  bra* 
thnm,  and  to  have  an  opportunity  to  walk 
such  sort  of  questions  as  may  he  thought 
very  reasonable  among  the  brethren,  espe- 
cially when  we  think  that  publications  are 
covered  with  a  sort  of  obscurity  in  its  lan- 
guage, as  the  Sheffield  people's  Declara- 
tion, wiiich  !»ccuied  determined  to  support 
the  duke  of  Richmond's  plan  only;  but 
since  we  find  in  a  pniucd  letter  received 
from  them  in  a  book  that  they  mean  to 
abide  by  some  nraderale  reform,  as  may 
hereafter  he  hroughl  forward  by  the  Fnrnds 
of  the  People,  which  method  is  uncertain 
tout.  Again  we  find  that  the  Friends  of 
the  People  and  the  Society  for  Consttln. 
tional  Information  do  not  exactly  agree. 
We  couid  be  glad  to  know  the  reason  :  it 
seems  to  me  as  though  the  diffeieoee  waa 
tliis — the  Friends  of  tlie  People  mean  only 
a  partial  relorm ;  because  they  leave  out 
tiie  words  esprMsinr  the  duM  of  lUeh. 
mond's  plan  a:ul  t.ilK  unly  of  a  rrform; 
while  the  Manchester  people  seem  to  inti- 
mate, by  addressing  Mr.  Paine,  as  thottth 
they  were  intent  npon  republican  principkRi 
only  :  now,  to  come  closer  to  the  main 
question,  it  is  only  desired  to  know  whether 
the  generality  of  the  societies  mean  to  rest 
satisfied  with  the  duke  of  Richmond'^  plan 
onl^ ;  or,  whether  it  is  their  private  design 
to  rip  up  monarchy  by  the  roots,  and  place 
democracy  in  its  stead.  I  shall  now,  sir, 
give  you  an  exact  account  of  what  plan 
we  «mld  wish  to  obtain,  which  I  have 
already  moved  for  at  our  general  meeting, 
viz.  a  full  and  equal  representation  of  the 
wiiole  body  of  the  people, a  general  suHrage 
of  votes,  and  annual  parliaments.  1  re- 
member the  Society  for  Constitutional 
iGttormation  intinialed  to  us  that  Mr. 
Bnahani  used  to  write  fo  then  in  the  name 
of  the  Revolution  Society ;  if  you  approve 
of  that  appellation,  prey  be  so  kind  as  to 
give  us  a  fuU  and  satisfactory  answer.  I 
shall  say  no  mora  at  present,  but  remain  a 
friem!  to  peace,  not  to  anarchy  ;  a  well- 
wi&her  to  the  rights  of  man  whcu  obuiocd 
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obedient  tad 


fiy  con^f  nt ;  and 

Gbohob  Khapt,  dndnnui. 

I-A.sc  Sai\t,  '^^^  l<  ta^y 
Antr.  Cadd£woi'lli,  member. 

"  P.  S.  I  should  esteem  it  a  hsout  to  be 
•nfbniMd  of  the  Unm  nsidfliice  of  the  Jeitls 

Krnyon  anr!  T  <  lu^hboKnigh,  for  ft  matter  of 

private  concern." 

Addressed  "  to  Mr.  Thomas  Uardjr,  to 
be  left  St  the  Bell,  Eteter  street^  Slfand, 
Londoo." 

"  FeUow^:itinns;^Yeiir  letter  of  the 

llth  instant  wa^,  by  tlie  secretary^  laid 
before  the  commitlee  of  delegates  of  the 
London  Conespofidinc  Society. 

"  Uavlnr^  npv^cr  beiorc  heard  of  vour  so- 
ciety»  they  wish  to  liave  some  further  in- 
formatMNi  coneeming  it,  as  to  it«  origin,  its 
principles,  and  tlic  number  of  its  members  ; 
such  an  account  in  your  next  letter  will 
give  them  great  latitfaction.  They  do  not 
tnorougbly  coiii|ireb«iid  how  it  would  lie 
possible  to  incorporate  with  oitr  sorietv 
three  ol  vuur  members  residing  in  Norwich 
ch 


as  it  toould  be  impossible  tu 

eommunirntf  to  them  at  thit  distann;  all 
our  correspondence,  and  they  coi^  oot 
otiepdodr  committees,  where  thehoimeae 
is  transacted.  If  it  is  information  you 
wantf  they  very  readily  will  answer  any 
otwation  you  may  put  to  them;  and,  to 
that  end,  mvite  you  to  a  regular  correipen- 
dcnce.  As  tn  the  objetl  they  have  in 
view,  they  refer  you  to  thejr  addresses: 
3rou  will  therein  see  tbejr  mean  to  diueiiu- 
n:itr  political  knowledge  and  thereby  engage 
the  judicious  part  of  the  nation  to  demand 
a  restoration  of  their  rights  in  anmni  per- 
linnK  nt":,  the  nirnihcr^s  of  tliose  parliament'? 
owing  their  elecUoo  to  the  unbought  and 
era  mbkated  ■ofiefe  of  every  citizen 
in  possession  of  bis  reason,  and  not  inca- 
pacitated by  crimes  They  consider  the 
obtaininj^  such  parliatuents  to  be  the  ground 
work  of^ every  necessary  refiaim ;  to  this 
therefore  thpy  steadily  adhere,  and  ttirn 
themscivc&  neither  tu  the  right  nor  to  tiic 
lefi,  to  follow  any  other  plan  whatever; 
the  rules  ;ind  order  cjf  their  society  being 
so  plain  and  easy,  that  if  they  can  get  a 
majority  of  the  nation  to  act  as  they  do, 
tjie  proposed  reform  will  effect  itself.  They 
look  upon  the  trifling  diflerence  that  may 
have  arisen  between  the  several  societies  to 
be  of  very  little  consequence,  and  think 
they  will  subikk  without  eny  w^yai^iuiiiig 
the  cause. 

**  Thej  think  it  •  metier  of  enell  impor- 
tance whatever  name  you  ch(-(i&c  to  adopt. 
Th«r  advise  vou  to  toliow  their  plan,  and 
divide  founaves  into  small  societies,  each 
of  which  to  choose  a  delegate;  ^dele- 
gates, when  met,  to  form  the  committee 
and  transact  the  business  of  tlte  society ; 

nOermntolel  ndi  deiiyto  lepiBt  to  Ui 


division  the  husine=;s  so  done;  hijn 
admit  tresh  members,  commvnicaie  fresh 
intelligence,  eneourage  politieel  diseunion, 
or  read  to  you  such  books  as  may  coimrr 
the  instruction  your  weaker  member**  •■btrt'l 
in  need  of;  but,  above  aU,  be  caret ui  tu 

J>reserve  peace  and  good  order  emong  yon  i 
ft  no  dispute  be  carried  to  excess ;  leave 
monarchy,  democracy,  and  even  religion^ 
entirely  aeide;  never  dupute  on  ttieeo 
topirs,  let  your  endeavours  go  to  increase 
the  nu. libers  thoee  who  wish  for  a  foil 
end  equal  reprewatodon  of  the  people,  and 
leave  to  a  parliament,  so  chosen,  to  form 
plans  for  remedying  the  exiating  abuses; 
should  they  then  not  answer  your  expecta- 
tion at  the  year's  end,  yon  may  choose 
others  in  their  ^-tead.  The  rommittec  offer 
you  every  assistance  in  thetr  power,  but 
request  that  your  yieetioBe  may  relein 
chiefly  to  the  methods  of  obtaining  a  reform 
in  parliament.  like  yourselves,  thej  are 
frieSMfa  to  peace,  not  anarchy,  and  well* 
\\  i!>hers  to  the  rights  of  man ;  yet  not  an 
san<»uine  in  their  expertations  asto  imagine 
those  rigiits  wili  he  re>tored  by  the  sponta- 
neous consent  of  those  who  have  so  long 
deprived  mankind  of  them.  Understand- 
ing that  you  are  many  societies  in  Norwich, 
the  committee  reoonmeod  to  yon  to  iHUte 
upon  the  plan  before  mentioned ;  the  cor- 
reapondence,  then  carried  on  by  one  com- 
nittoe,  will  serve  you  all:  they  likewise 
recommend  the  appoiotment  of  one  of  the 
least  conspicuous  of  your  members  to 
receive  such  letters  as  niav  be  sent  to  the 
eociely,  lett,  if  he  be  well  known  ebeut 
jwirtown  to  br  n  mrnibcr,  some  intermp* 
tion  might  take  place  la  the  delivery. 

**  I  em,  for  tne  London  Coireapunding 
Society,  most  Mnreirly,  frlfuw- citizens, 
your  fcUow-labourer  in  the  cause  of  freedom^ 

<*  M.  Bf .  chaimian.'* 
Gentlemen,  I  think  the  material  observa- 
tion that  arises  upon  thf^e  two  letters  is, 
when  tliib  extraordumty  question  was  directly 
proposed,  that  no  direct  answer  wee  returned  ; 
one  should  have  imagined  thit  men  who 
were  really  and  truly  attached  to  the  monar- 
chy oftheoountry--ellnelied  lothe  eonslitn- 
tion  of  the  country,  in  kint;,  lords,  ard  rorn- 
mons,  and  had  nothing  but  a  reform  in  the 
commons  house  of  parliament  to  wish  tor, 
end  to  aim  at,  would  nave  found  no  difficulty, 
whether  they  knew  this  society,  or  did  not 
know  them,  in  proclaiming  to  them,  and  to 
the  world,  a  direct  negative  ufion  tMt  ques- 
tion, when  asked  whether  they  meant  to  rip 
up  mooarcbjr  by  the  roots,  and  place  demo- 
cracy in  lie  Kleni.  Ifow  to  neoonnt  for  Ihel 
is  difficult,  but  it  is  for  your  consideration. 
Here  I  think  they  closed  the  evidence  of 
179S,  as  far  as  respects  the  proceedings  of  the 
Constitutional  Society. 

Upon  the  eighteenth  of  JanoeiJ,  Ift^ 
Mr.  Tookc  beio^  present,  a  penoo  hgr  the 
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Ml  iMRHiraiy  member,  aad  described  as  one  of 

thr  ino^st  judicious  and  enlightened  friends  of 
itufnan  iiberljr :  mod  that  resolution  has  an 
toteiliaMtiMi  m  Mr.  f Iotm  Took^t  hand- 

Writin:!. 

Ou  the  tvreQtv*6fib  of  January  U^ere  was 
m  meeting,  at  vbidi  Mr.  HnvM  Tooln  im 

present,  when  two  other  persons,  by  the  des- 
cription of  citiren  Barrere  and  citizen  Roland, 
also  described  in  the  same  manner,  each  ol 
them  as  one  of  the  most  judickms  and  en- 
bulitriipri  friends  of  hiinmn  liberty,  were  ad- 
mitted honorary  members,  and  thi&  admission 
U  ordered  to  be  prodaimed  to  the  worid  by 
puWicaticii 

Upon  tlie  first  of  February,  1793,  Mr. 
H oroe  ToiAe  being  present,  certain  speeches 
which  had  bemi  made  by  two  of  those  persons, 
St.  Andre  and  Barrtre,  as  given  in  the  Ga- 
zette Naliooale,  or  the  Moniteur  of  I'ans,  on 
the  ^mrliiy  aiath,  and  seventh  of  January, 
1T''3.  are  ordered  to  he  iir^rrti^d  in  the  booKs 
t>f  the  society,  and  that  reaoiutioo  is  ord^ed 
to  be  fNiblishwl. 

It  uppears  from  the  whole  ofthe context,  that 
tlio:>e  persons  who  were  thusadmitted  honorary 
members  of  the  Society,  were  members  of  the 
liational Convention  id  France;  end  Umttbe 
speeches  referred  to  were  made  in  the  course 
Of  the  trial  of  the  ktue  of  France ;  and  as  cu- 
rious things  they  woukl  be  interesting  to  every 
body,  an(f  might  find  a  place  iti  cvrrv  man's 
IHmiijpr:  but  what  cotild  be  the  motive  for 
po«ntrag  theM  out  to  the  poblie  in  this  tnan- 
nrr,  by  ordcrina;  tlie  resolution  to  be  publish- 
ed, which  directs  the  public  attention  to  the 
speeches  made  upon  those  days  by  those 
persons,  and  where  they  were  to  be  round  is 
ft  subject  of  observation,  when  you  come  to 
see  what  those  speeches  are.  They  were 
made  by  those  who  were  for  dealing  severely 
with  ihe  kin::  of  I'mncc  in  the  course  of  that 
trial ;  and  one  of  the  speeches  goes  to  destroy 
the  idea  of  the  invblabnity  of  kings,  the 
other  to  give  an  explanation  of  a  National 
Convention,  as  a  thmg  inherent  in  the  con- 
sbtutiou  of  that  country,  and  of  every  coun- 
try, which  undoubtedly  is  calculated  to  re- 
cofir?!e  men's  minds  who  might  be  unwilling 
to  violate  the  constitution  of  their  country, 
sod  who  mtgbt  be  yery  wIMing  to  adopt  a  Na- 
tional Convention,  if  they  could  be  satisfied 
that  it  was  a  constitutiunai  measure.  These 
•re  the  sort  of  pobHaitions  which  are  thus 
pointed  out  tu  the  attention  of  the  public,  and 
with  what  view,  for  what  purpose,  and  upon 
what  principles  they  cuuld  be  so  pointed  out. 
Is  entoely  ror  vour  consideration ;  you  will 
hear  them  rean,  because  they  do  appear  to  be 
material,  and  considentble  stress  was  laid 
Upon  tliem  oo  the  pert  of  the  prosscotion. 

[FidSt  fisrdy'i  trial,         Vol.  $4»  pp.  643 

Oentlemen,  the  next  piece  of  evidence  was 
the  proceedings  of  the  society  of  the  fifteenth 
of  Maroby  1799 ;  a  Mr.  Gaji  of  Duke^street, 


[68» 

St.  Jmms%  wfts  proposed  ^  Mr.  RonM  Todke 

as  a  member;  at  that  mectin<^  there  were 
thanks  voted  to  Joel  Barlow  and  John  Frost; 
■nd  as  to  Fipost  in  particular,  H  was  said  liieir 

rr^anl  was  not  lessened,  but  iufreised  by  tfie 
prosecutions  and  persecutions  which  his  raitb- 
fol  nod  doe  dtscharee  of  their  commission,  in 
presenting  their  address  to  the  conven^mi  of 
France,  may  brinf^  upon  him.  This,  on  the 
part  of  the  prosecultun,  they  msist  upon  to 
be  an  unqouified  approbation  ofall  that  Frost 
did  upon  presentirip;  their  address,  and  hy 
which  they  make  themselves  responsible  for 
the  language  he  heM. 

Upon  the  twenty-second  of  .Murcli  there 
was  anotiier  meetmg,  and  then  a  letter  from 
the  London  Corresponding  Society  was  read, 
informing  the  Constitutional  Society  that  two 
persons,  of  the  namfs  of  Or»int  and  Little- 
john,  wiiu  tiad  been  associated  members  irom 
the  London  Corr^ponding  Society,  to  the 
Constitutional  Society,  bad  been  eTrludwl 
from  their  own  societT,  and  therefore  that 
they  did  not  eon^der  then  as  proper  persons 
to  bn  as^u(  i.ilri'l  to  tlic  Coii^litulional  Society. 
The  consequence  is,  the  Censtttutional  Society 
desire  them  to  elect  others;  they  do  elect 
Margarot  and  Hardy,  who  accept  It,  andtlwy 
act  in  the  office  of  Stewards  for  the  n&nher* 
sary  dinner. 

The  neat  Is  a  neper  fonnd  upon  Adams, 
wliich  [Hirpnrts  to  De  8  Irttf^r  from  the  T^'nited 
PoUtical  Societies  at  Norwich  to  the  Consti- 
tMiemi  Society;  the  letter  wssresd  in  the 
society,  but  the  consideration  of  it  was  post- 
poned. Mr.  Tooke  was  not  then  present. 
Upon  the  twenty-ninth  Mr.  Tooke  was  not 
present,  it  was  f i  n  1 1 1  r  r  postponed.  Upon  the 
fifth  of  April,  Mr.  Tooke  being  present,  it 
was  further  postponed  to  the  next  meeting, 
and  Mr.  Frost  desired  to  prepare  an  answer. 
I'pon  the  trt-rUtli  of  April,  Mr.  Tooke  being  , 
.  present,  ttie  letter  was  read,  and  the  answer 
I  was  also  read,  and  egieedlo,  «id  dirscted  to 
be  sent  by  the  secretSTJ.  That  letter  »nd 
answer  must  be  read. 

«  The  United  Political  Societies  of  Nor- 
wich. 

«JlfercA5<A,  1795. 
"  Gentlemen }— It  n  with  pcculisr  satis- 
faction, arc  favoured  with  yuiir  corres- 
pondence (not  merely  because  you  are  so, 
alfhoogh  you  tre  better  fitted  to  diffuse 
knowledge),  but  because  you  are  embarked 
in  the  same  magnanimous rausr,  which  de- 
mands with  alacrity  the  attenuon  of  every 
individiie];  tnd  it  is  with  the  utmost  regret 
we  see  so  many,  either  from  ignorance,  or 
something  worse,  who  are  inimical  to  their 
own  interest;  for  notfamg  contributes  so 
much  to  support  the  oppressor,  :i5  the  ig- 
norance of  the  oppressed ;  for  which  pur- 
pose the  flood-gates  have  been  opened  gra- 
dually, till,  bydMtec8»  the  streams  uftor- 
ruption  havf  nearly  overflowed  tin;  biid  ; 
such  as  bounty  acts,  Iwrrowmg,  qualitica- 
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tion,  and  septennial  acts,  ^^rsides  standing 
armieS)  excise  and  tytbing  laws,  with  vart- 
0U9  others  teo  painful  for  refle^oo,  with- 
out credit  to  the  framers  thereof,  and  with- 
out advantage  to  society.    We  do  not  pre- 

.  sume  to  recapitulate  these  abuses  for  your 
inforination,  but  being  too  experimentally 
acquainted  with  them,  we  wish  to  find  out 
a  method  of  redress.   At  present  we  see  a 

,  great  propriety  in  universal  suflfiragc,  and 
annual  elections,  but  we  brir  ytni  will  be 
obligine  enough  to  iaform  us  ut  w  hat  you 
have  coitectedof  the  seme  of  the  people  by 
your  correspondents.  We  have  to  inform 
3^U,  that  our  worthy  Corresponding  Sorie- 
ties  of  London,  have  recently  submitted 
three  propositions  for  our  investigation. 
First,  whether  a  petition  to  parliament,  or 
an  address  to  the  king,  or  a  convention. 

'*  Permit  ns  brieHv  to  Slate  our  views  for 
your  fpvisal ;  and  with  respect  to  the  tirst, 
we  behold  we  are  a  conquered  people.  We 
hive  tamdy  suhmitted  to  the  ^Uing  yoke, 
sod  resistance  in  tlie  |)rescnt  circumstances 
is  vain.   We  cannot  act  the  man,  and  as 

.  necessity  has  no  law,  we  think  ourselves 
under  that  degrading  necessity  to  Slate  our 
grievances  to  tlir  House  of  Commons;,  with 
a  request  for  redress,  and  should  tlicy  re- 
fuse to  erant  our  reasonable  petition,  we 
have  still  ^ot  (no  thanks  to  them)  a  formi- 
dable engine,  that  will  convey  tlie  insult 
to  the  remotest  parts  of  the  kingdom.  As 
to  the  propriety  of  the  second,  we  wish  to 
submit  to  your  superior  judgment,  and 
should  esteem  it  a  favour  to  be  informed  of 
the  result ;  for  at  present  we  are  dubious 
of  its  good  consequences.  Lastly,  a  con- 
vention, and  oh  !  tttat  the  period  were  ar- 
rived ! —  but  in  the  present  state  of  af- 
fairs, !  it's  impractic;ihle  :  yet  tliis  is 
the  object  we  jpursuc,  and  esteem  any  other 
means  only  m  subordination  to,  and  as 
having  a  tendency  to  accomplish  that  do* 
sirable  end. 

••We  wish  to  be  in  unison  with  our 
Lrelliren  and  fellow-labourers,  and  shotild 
be  glad  of  any  information  as  soon  as  it  is 
convenient;  aod  we  beg  your  advice  whe- 
ther it  is  neeesMiy,  as  soon  as  possible,  to 
collect  signatures  to  a  petition  for  a  real 
iepresentalion  ot  the  people,  and  bv  whom 
to  present  it,  whetner  Mr.  Coke,  Mr. 
Burth,  or  any  of  the  Friends  of  the  People; 
and  whether  it  is  attended  with  any  ex- 
pense. Our  mcmUn  are  both  inimical  to  the 
muiness. 

"  We  can  give  you  no  accurate  statement 
of  the  representation  in  our  ncighbouriiood, 
only  observe,  that  it  is  equally  farcical  here 
as  elsewhere.  To  conclude,  witli  united 
tli  for  all  favours  received,  wishing  you 
h  ■   and  sueeess,  and  may  heaven  avert 

—  we  subscribe  ourselves,  gentlemen 

•^Your  vd'y  obhged  humble  servants, 

(Signed)      **  J.  Brouchton. 

**  N«lt.  Please  to  dicect  to  J.  Broughtoo, 


St.  Mary's-church,  Mr.  Btaka  bei^g  no 
longer  our  secretary. 

•*  We  have  between  thirty  Mod  fortjjr  tc- 
parate  societies  in  NonMchy  bcsidea  manj 

m  the  country  villages. 
"  Mr.  D.  Adams,  No.  4,  Tooke's- 
eourty  Chancery-hnet  London." 

**  Society  for  Constitntioaal  Informstfoo. 

«  London,  Ibth  Jpril,  1753. 

"Sir; — We  have  to  acknowledge  witli 
great  satisfaction  tiie  letter  which  you  fa- 
voured OS  with,  dated  the  5th  instant,  re- 
lative to  the  most  detrirahle  of  nil  other  ob- 
jects^ the  reiorm  of  a  parliaaicalarj^'  repre- 
sentation. The  honour  you  do  us  in  sup^ 
posing  that  wr  are  better  fitted  than  your- 
selves for  the  promotion  uf  political  know- 
ledge, we  must  disclaim  ;  because  we  ob- 
serve with  the  greatest  pleasure,  that  our 
country  rorrespondents  h-ive  loo  much  zeal 
and  uitunuanua  to  want  success  in  their 
public  endeavours,  whether  at  Norwich,  at 
Sheffield,  at  Manchester,  or  elsewbera 
throughout  the  nation. 

••  In  our  ttneerity  for  the  good  of  our 
country,  we  trust,  that  we  are  all  equal, 
and  as  such  we  doubt  not  of  our  ulUmato 
success. 

••"We  sec  with  sorrow  ibe  eurteneeof 

those  evils,  which  yoti  so  justly  represent  as 
the  streams  of  corruption  overtiowiog  this 
onee  fiee  and  prosperous  country.  We  see 
with  surprise  and  abhorrence,  that  men  are 
to  be  found  both  able  aod  willing  to  si;^ 
port  those  corruptions.  It  is  however  no 
small  consolation  to  find,  thai  others  arc 
not  wanting  in  every  part  of  the  nation  of 
an  opposite  character,  who  are  ready  to 
remedy,  by  all  lauduile  and  booourablt 
means,  the  defect  in  otir  representation, 
the  usurped  extension  of  the  duration  of 
parliaments,  and  other  grievances  such  as 
you  notice  in  your  letter. 

XiuU  the  constitution  of  England  has 
no  more  of  that  character  it  once  possessed, 
than  the  supposed  democracy  of  the  coun- 
try has  become  a  matter  of  property  and 
vrivilcgCf  and  that  we  have  therefore  uu 
longer  that  mist  government  which  our 
adversaries  are  praising  when  they  know 
it  is  no  longer  in  our  possession,  are  facts 
notorious  and  indisputable.  Where  then 
are  we  to  look  for  the  remedy  ?  To  that  par* 
liamcut  of  which  we  compiam  ?  To  the  exe- 
cutive power  wbidi  is  Implicitly  ob^ed,  if 
not  anticipated  in  that  parliament P  Or  to 
ourselves,  represented  in  some  meeting  of 
delegates  for  the  especial  purpose  of  reiorm, 
whicn  we  suppose  you  imdaslaad  Ira  the 
word  CONVI<:nTION  > 

"  It  is  the  end  of  each  of  these  proposi- 
tkms  that  we  ought  to  look  to ;  SM  aasoe- 
ccss  in  a  good  cause  must  be  the  effect  of 
perseverance,  and  the  rising  reason  of  the 
time,  let  us  dderaune  with  coolness^  but 
let  us  penevera  withUeciaoii. , 
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Atlo  8  convention,  we  regard  it  as  a 

plan  the  most  desirable  and  most  prarti- 
cabic,  so  soon  as  the  gri^t  body  ot  the  peo- 
fHit  dhill  be  courageouamd  ▼irtuauseiioagh 
to  join  us  in  the  attempt.  UHherto  we 
iiftve  DO  reason  to  believe  that  liw  moment 
isHfTtv«d  fbrtbatpur^wse.  Atloany  pe- 
tition to  the  crown,  we  believe  it  hopeJpss 
IQ  its  consequences.  With  respect  to  the 
]«tt  of  your  proposals,  we  are  at  a  Ion  to 
•diQSe.  If  the  event  is  looked  to  in  the 
yrote  which  may  be  obtained  from  that  body 
to  whom  the  petition  is  to  be  addressed, 
trhicb  of  us  can  look  to  il  without  the  pros- 
pect of  an  absolute  negative?  In  this  point 
of  Tiew  therefore  it  cannot  require  a  mo- 
m&n^9  consideration.  But  if  we  regard  the 
polici/  of  '■iirh  a  petition,  it  may,  in  our 
apprehension,  be  well  worth  considering  as 
•  wvniDg  voice  to  our  present  legislators, 
and  as  a  signal  for  imitation  to  the  niajo- 
xity  of  the  people.  Should  such  a  plan  bc- 
irigorously  and  ^nemlly  pursitcil,  it  would 
rad  out  a  certainty  to  our  fellow- country, 
men,  that  we  are  not  a  handful  of  mdivi- 
duals  unworthy  of  atleution  or  conside- 
ntien,  who  desire  the  restoration  of  the 
ancient  lll><>rtics  of  Kniil.uul  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  il  might  bring  into  light  that  host 
of  weU-neamig  men,  who  in  the  diflferent 
towDS  and  counties  of  this  realm  are  silently 
but  seriously  auxious  for  a  reformation  in 
the  government. 

"We  exhort  you  with  anxiety  to  puraue 
your  laudable  endeavours  for  the  common 
good,  and  never  to  despair  of  the  public 


**  Signed  by  order,  in  the  name  of  the 
Society  for  Coastitutionai  Information. 
Toolce*sGoiirl,        **  D.  Anaiit^  sac.'* 
16ttiA|»rU,  n^zr 

Addressed,  "  Mr.  J.  Rrou!»bton,  secre- 
tary to  the  United  Political  Societies,  Nor- 


Gentlemen,  one  material  use  to  be  derived 
from  this  letter  it,  that  it  seems  to  fix  pretty 
nearljr  the  period  about  which  these  two 
aocietiea,  the  London  Constitution  and  the 
London  Corresponding  Society,  proposed  to 
any  of  their  correspondf  nis  the  idea  of  a 
convention  to  be  held  here.  The  letter  from 
the  Norwich  Society  aftbrds  some  observa- 
taom^  doubtleas,  upon  the  nature  of  the  Cod- 
^nUon,  as  they  understood  it.  It  says — 
**  Oh,  that  that  period  were  arrived" — which 
does  not  look  like  a  Convention  of  the  people, 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  a  reform  in  parlia- 
ments The  answer  to  it  from  the  Coastitu- 
tionai Society  appeate  to  me  to  be  a  gnwded 
one,  and  to  afford  no  just  observation,  that 
out  of  U  ia  to  be  collected,  that  a  Convention 
«f  anther  deiciipUon  was  then  in  the  con* 
tenplation  of  that  society,  for  it  ipnkt  of  a 
departure  from  the  mixed govemment,it  speaks 
of  the  means  of  restoring  the  government  by 
correcting  tlie  delectt  in  the  lefretaitetiony 
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and  by  correcting  the  extension  of  the  dura- 
tion of  parliimenls,  and  that,  therefore,  in  the 
fair  construction  of  the  letter,  is  the  object  to 
which  the  Convention  which  they  apeak  of 
ought,  if  there  is  nothing  to  the  contrary,  to 
be  understood  to  refer,  iliere  are  certjainly 
warm  and  eager  expreiMooa  in  lAie  letter, 
which  afford  some  observations  against  ttils 
idea  that  I  am  now  stating,  but,  pc*rt>aps, 
hwdfy  ilfenf(  enougli  to  chansie  the  nature  of 
this  convention,  as  they  express  it  in  this 
letter.  They  say — "  That  we  have  no  longer 
that  mixed  government  which  our  adversaries 
are  fnaiaing^  whan  they  know  it  is  no  longer 
in  our  possession,  are  facts  notorious  and 
indisputable,  where  then  are  we  to  look  tor 
the  reniedy^--to  that  parliament  of  which  we 
complain — to  the  exectitivc  power  which  is 
implicitly  obeyed,  if  not  anticipated  lu  that 
paniuneat,  or  to  ooraelves  repreaented  in 
some  mectiuf;  of  delegates,  for  the  especial 
purpose  of  reform,  wliich  we  suppose  you 
understand  by  the  term  convention?"  iie- 
gularly  it  is  to  that  parliament  and  to  Uie 
executive  power,  and  it  is  only  to  them,  that 
that  appUcatiou  is  to  be  made,  and  only  by 
them  that  the  relief  could  be  obtained;  but 
yet  they  might  understand  that  the  way  to 
obtain  relief  even  from  them,  was  to  exert 
therotelvea  in  the  shape  of  a  conTeotion,  and 
I  do  not  see  myself  that  there  ij>  any  thiQgin 
that  letter,  upon  which  an  observation  can  be 
made  uliich  will  warrant  the  understanding 
the  convention  mentioned  in  that  letter  in 
another  sense;  it  is  an  expression  which  may 
very  well  mean  a  couvenliou  of  the  people, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  rehef  in  parl^ 
ment,  w  ithout  being  understood  to  he  a  con- 
vention luiended  to  u&urp  the  powers  of  go> 
vernnient* 

They  next  read  a  draft  of  a  letter  of  Hardy's 
to  the  Friends  of  the  People  in  £dinbur;gh, 
dated  the  seventeenth  of  May,  1793,  whichr 
with  Skirving's  answer,  were  round  at  Hardy's 
by  I^uizun ;  that  letter  may  deserve  your 
attcoUon,  tliercfore  that  letter,  and  the  an- 
swer^  must  be  read. 

"  London,  May  17.  1793. 
"  Sir ; — The  London  CorrespoDdinc  So- 
ciety eagerly  seizes  the  opportunity  of  If  r. 
L  rquhart  returning  to  Edinburgh  to  request 
of  your  socie^  a  renewal  of  coneapoodence, 
and  a  mote  intimals  co-opetatien,  in  that 
which  both  societies  alike  seek,  vis.  a  reform 
of  parliamentary  representation.  We  arc 
very  sensible  titut  no  society  can  of  itself 
bring  about  that  desutable  end.  Let  us 
therefore  unite  as  much  a>!  possible,  not 
only  with  each  other,  but  with  every  society 
throughout  the  nation.  Our  petittona,  you 
will  have  learned,  have  all  of  them  been 
unsuccessful:  our  attention  must  now. 
therefore,  be  turned  to  some  more  efleetuel 
means.  From  your  society  we  would  wil- 
lingly learn  them  ;  and  you,  on  your  part, 
may  depend  upon  our  adupUog  the  firmest 
Deans,  provided  the^  are  consliluUanal : 
%  S 
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ami  wc  hu(>c  tlieCQuatiy  willasihe  WUmI 

hand  with  us. 

This  wtf  has  aknd^  opened  the  eyes 

of  many,  and,  should  it  continue  much 
]on<iPr,  ihfre  is  no  answering  ftvitttfittCtS 
uu  the  muids  ut  llie  peo|>ie. 

Our  lociety  ha&  nel  with  nwdl  perse- 
cution; nevertheless,  wc  ^  on  iricrca<;ing 
in  numbers  and  political  knowledge. 
Wiping  you  and  our  cause  all  success,  we 
remain  most  cordially, — sir,  for  the  London 
Coiresponding  Society,  your  irienda  aad 
fidlaw-labourers, 

Signed)      M.  MxaaABOr,  duurman. 

**  Thomas  UaB»T»  MOttaiy. 

"  No.  9,  Piccadilly.'' 

"  EJinburgh,  Q5th  of  May,  1793. 
Mr.  Uardy;— ^ir,  Mr.  Urauhart  did  me 
the  phuore  to  call  on  Thursday  aftemooi^ 
and  delivrrrd  your  letter  uf  tlie  17lh  cur- 
nat,  I  am  much  pleased  with  the  contents 
of  it,  and  shall  lay  it  before  the  first  meet- 
ing of  our  societies  here,  which  however 
does  not  takf  ythre  till  Monday  ?!even- 
iiigUt.  I  would  have  uckituwlcdged  the 
receipt  of  your  finour  by  yesterday's  post, 
but  wae  too  much  emyiloycd  in  removing 
our  household  to  another  lodging  to  attend 
to  my  thing  else. 

**  If  either  yon  in  Ertrhnd,  or  wc  in  Scot- 
land should  attempt  separately  tlie  retbrm 
whwh  we,  I  tnist,  saakto  obCaSn,  we  should, 
bj  so  doing,  only  expose  our  weakness,  ana 
manifest  our  ignorance  of  the  corruption 
-which  opposes  oiu-  important  undertaking. 
If  we  sought  only  the  extirpalMll  sf  am  set 
ol  interested  men  from  the  management  of 
national  affairs,  that  place  might  be  given 
to  another  set,  without  affecting  the  wiltah 
adverse  to  the  system  of  reform.  These 
might  be  easily  accomplished ;  but  to  cut 
up  deep  and  wide  rooted  prejudiees,  to  give 
emctual  cncr^  to  the  dictates  of  truth,  in 
favour  of  public  virtue  and  national  pros- 
perity, in  opposition  to  self  and  all  its  in- 
terested habits,  and  to  witbitaadand  over- 
awe the  final  etTorts  of  the  nowpr?  of  dark- 
ness, is  the  work  oi  tiie  whole,  and  not  of 
a  part;  a  worii  to  whiefa  maBlnnd,  tiH  this 
awful  period,  were  never  adequate,  brcatise 
never  Ull  now  disposed  to  fraternise ;  not 
merely,  or  only  I  trust,  iksan  the  asase  of 
the  common  danger  to  which  we  are  ex- 
pos^, but  from  the  ennobling  piWdfile  of 
tuiiversal  benevolence. 

I  linow  no  greater  earnee  that  I  can 
do  my  country,  than  to  promote  the  union 
you  so  wisely  desire;  and  I  am  happy  to 
asanva  yon  that  I  haee  hitherto  dissevered 
r.r>  sentiment  in  our  associatidii  adverse  to 
the  most  lotimate  and  brotherly  union  wiUi 
Iheasioriatbos  in  Asglaiid. 

"  I  think  the  minds  of  all  must,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  be  now  turned  to  more 
elfoctual  means  of  reform .   Not  one  person 

m  fOBtiaoBd  of  lh»  ■aaiwHy      iy  the 
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most  convincing  arguments  of  reason,  to- 
gether with  the  most  une^vocal  sapres- 
saoas  of  murersat  desire;  what  then  is  to 
be  hoped  for  ftoos  sepetitioBi  I  am  mlj 
afraid  that  the  bow  in  F,n!^!and  against  re* 
torm  was  contracted  that  in  returning^ 
it  may  bmak.  Yeisepmdd  sriUfaigiy  leam^ 
you  say,  from  us :  I  own  that  we  ought  to 
be  forward  io  this :  we  have  at  oace^  ia 
great  wisdom^  perfieoted  eor  plan  of  ei^ 
nidation;  and,  if  wc  wrre  in  the  same  in- 
dependent state  uf  mind  as  the  people  of 
England,  we  would  be  M»  to  take  the 
lead.  The  associations  with  you  are  do 
more,  I  fear  (excuse  my  freedom)  than  an 
aristocracy  for  the  Kood  of  the  people: 
they  are  indeed  medemte,  firm,  and 
tuous ;  and  l)ettcr  cannot  hp  :  but  we  arc 
the  people  themselves,  and  we  are  the  first 
to  show  that  the  people  can  both  judec  and 
resolve,  if  undireciea  by  fiwtio&i  imk  both 
wisdom  and  modtfation^ 

"  I  have  not  a  hiriier  wish,  m  the  pre* 
sent  exertions  for  reform,  than  to  see  the 
people  universally  and  regularly  associated, 
because  I  am  persuaded  that  the  present 
disastrous  engagements  will  issue  in  ruin, 
and  the  people  then  mTi«t-  pTx>vide  for  thcrr- 
selves ;  and  it  would  be  unhappy-,  when  we 
should  be  ready  to  ae>  with  unanimity,  to 
be  occupied  about  organitation,  withorit 
wiaeh,  bowavo*.  aoaroby  must  ensue.  We 
will  not  need  but  to  be  prepared  Artfao 
event,  to  '  stand  and  see  tlie  salvation  of 

*  the  Lord.'  Let  us  therefore  take  the  hint 
given  ut)  by  our  opposcrs ;  let  us  be^io  in 
earnest  to  make  up  our  minds  lehrtmi  to 
the  extent  of  reform  which  we  oitght  to 
seek  ;  be  prepared  tojustily  it,  and  to  cea- 
trovert objections;  letusaiodelthewliolein 
thi,'  public  mind  ;  let  tis  provide  evrry  ^^take 
and  stay,  of  the  tabernacle  which  we  would 
eiect,  so  timt  whcfti  tfA  teberaeefot  oC  op* 
nression  in  the  palaces  of  ambition  are 
oroken  down,  under  the  madness  and  folly 
of  their  supporters,  we  may  then,  without 
aooreiiyand  all  dangerous  dtfqr,  eredat 
once  our  tabernacle  of  righteouwiM^  Md 
may  tiie  Lord  himself  be  tu  it ! 

«  How  hurtftil  to  the  feelings  of  a  refleel* 
ing  mind  to  look  hark  to  the  urctchcd  state 
in  whiicb  the  Roman  monarchy,  eateebled 
and  beoken  by  its  owi  esfMpptSooSy  left  Ike 
nations  which  it  had  subjected !  Iik«!  *■  sheep 

*  without  a  shepherd,'  they  soon  beca^ys  a 
prey  to  every  invader,  because  there  was 
none  to  gather  and  unite  them :  had  they, 
foreseeing:  the  evil,  associated  for  mutual 
d^ence,  no  robber  would  have  been  able 
to  enslave  them;  theywoold  hove afcuu 
laws  to  all  ptirticH,  ns  well  a?  to  thprn«ri ve«! ; 
ail  separate  colonies  and  nations  would 
baee  sought  tfisir  alliaMe ;  net  Imvf^f 
virtue  to  associate  and  heal  the  divisions, 
and  root  out  the  selfish  spirit,  which  ambi- 
tion-fostermg  governments  procure  to  their 
mI||icI^  llMiyMl  mdit  oppviiMi^ 
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hcnn  ihle  to  rlelivrr  ttieni '-cl\ e^. 
We  may  suppose  an  evci>t  which  wc 
,  ncBte ;  nav,  should  we  not  be  prepared 
for  every  possible  issue  of  the  present  un- 
|>recedented  tJivismns  of  mankind,  wc  have 
m  right  to  be  apprehcntiive  of  tlic  abilities 
•f  our  own  maragerB,  nho  are  »o  afraid 
to  df'part  from  precedent,  tlnit,  !ikp  mrn 
«t  detail,  tbey  toay  be  iiiadeaiiiile  to  the 
talk  of  pretervfi^  the  veaael  tfrooi  ship- 
VTcrk,  now  nmppling  with  dnnnrr,  not 
only  great,  but  new  and  ancominoQ.  If 
thepruent  mhibtiy  fiiil,  who  after  them 
Bhali  be  triisted?   It  requires  little  pene- 
trationto  see  the  anarchy  rind  di'-rorrl  whirh 
'wiHibllow:  it  will  be  sucij  tliui  uoihmg 
•hort  of  a  general  union  among  the  people 
themsekei^  will  be  able  to  heal:  haste, 
therefor^  to  associate,  at  least  to  be  ready 
to  aMociate.  If  then,  such  a  broken  eute 
of  thin^  should  take  place,  the  civil  broils 
.   that  wouid  neoesaariiy  ensue,  would  soon 
aabiide  heftre  the  vailed  biMislfbla  voice 
of  the  uiiolc.    Do  not,  I  entreat  you,  hesi- 
tate thinking  such  a  work  prcmatur<>  as 
vet :  but  a  month,  and  then  it  may  be  too 
late.  A  malignant  party  may  be  already 
formed,  and  one  waiting  for  xhr  hahing  of 
the  present  managers ;  u  wiil  then  be  too 
hta  to  aeek  to  sobjcwt  to  deliberation,  after 
a  party  has  dared  the  art  of  rcicllion.  If 
you  eo  no  further  than  separate  meetings 
m  dfflarant  tawiuy  wa  will  not  be  able  to 
confide   in   your  confraternily,  because, 
while  in  such  a  state,  you  may  be  but  the 
taab  of  a  facte.   We  eould  Mve  all  con- 
fidence and  unite  with  all  affection  in  one 
assembly  of  commissioners  from  all  coun- 
tries of  the  world,  if  we  knew  they  were 
chosaoby  tha  nnbiassed  fwica  of  the  people, 
because  tb»"v  wovild  come  up  with  the  *^r\mc. 
disinterested  views  and  desires  as  ourselves, 
haying  all  agr^  to  a  common  centre  or 
union  and  interest;  };u[  we  could  not  con- 
fide in  tiellow-dtitens  who  kept  aloof  from 
auch  uDMl^  and  woold  not  fravioosly  affi- 
hate  in  one  great  and  indivisible  family. 

**  In  troubhna  you  with  so  lone;  ^n  epis- 
tle, I  have  at  least  sliown  my  iuclinatioa 
to  correspond .  I  ha ve  alao  Iwited  at  things 
which  appear  to  me  the  present  ptibjects  of 
canaideraliuQ,  becau^ie  I  am  debiroua  of 
yitfropinmi  apon  them;  I  have  possiblv 
wrotr  with  too  mtich  freedom,  but  you  will 
place  it  to  account  of  zeal  in  tlie  cause,  and 
aiithie  soors  disehaive  my  design,  whieh  is 
disiutfTi  strd  and  philanthropic.  With  sin- 
cere esteem  and  afiiection,  1  am,  sir,  your 
weU-wisher, 

"  W.  SctsTiao,  eeuatoiyJ' 

Gentlemen,  it  is  a  small  circumstance  in 
lllie  ease,  that  iMa  latter  from  Skirvfaig  was 
y^rodijced  in  ronseouence  of  an  ovrrtnre  made 
to  litm  by  Hardy,  oeoHise  Uardy  stands  ac- 
^lidj  bmtiia  iMtarftonSkiragiivcry 


A.  D.  im  [M 

I  ^st  ^MT  aBfiaiB<omideiatiati,  baeaota  they  eay, 

'  on  the  part  of  the  pro'^rrution,  that  this  letter 
opens  the  tnie  nature  of  Umt  cooventioa 
wiiidi  iiad  oaiilad  in  Sooliaiid  baferc  tha  data 
of  that  letter,  and  had,  in  the  terms  of  the 
letter,  been  already  organized,  and  did  after- 
wards, in  fact,  meet.  The  tetter  h  couched 
in  mysierioDStenni;  it  is  of  a  very  doubtful 
rnmplcrion  ,not  very  phsv  to  he  understood: 
but  It  IS  extremely  ditiicuit  to  couhne  it  to  the 
id«i  of  a  ooBfoatioB,  fbr  the  mere  purpose  of 
solicttine  a  parlianient.iry  reform;  and  un- 
doubted^ it  serves  to  throw  a  strong  light 
upon  that  oonwntion,  aa  it  was  ongiaall^ 
framcfT,  as  it  :iAtMwards  appeared,  when 
it  got  to  its  foil  growth,  as  it  appeared  at  the 
tiane  tHwn  it  was  dispersed. 

The  next  evidence  is  the  proceedings  of  the 
Constitutional  Society,upon  the  twenty-eighth 
q(  June,  when  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  present. 
A  conunHlee  was  appointed  to  prepare  an 
address  to  the  Brit i<^li  nation ;  I  unucrstand 
the  cross-exam  t  nation  of  Mr.  Tooke  to  have 
f  liriWished  that,  in  point  of  ftiet,  no  auch  ad- 
dress ^vas  prcpurcd,  Lind,  if  I  am  ri[!;ht,  no  ob- 
servation^ at  pmenL  need  be  made  upon  tliat 
piece  of  ofidoaea.  Mr.  Tooke  aad  Mr.  Y orke 
were  instiucted  to  aiapora  il,  imt  I  apprafaand 
it  was  not  preparea. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  was  a  paper 
produced  bv  Lauzun,  found  at  Hardy's,  im« 
porting  to  be  3  letter  from  the  Political  So- 
cieties at  Norwich,  to  Uardy.  The  latter 
aait  of  that  letter  socomjIo  desenra  attention. 
You  will  haar  tha  Jcuar and  tha  assirariaad. 


tfThe  Political  Soeleliaa  of  Nanrich,  to  tha 

Secretary  of  the  LondoaConatponding 

Society." 

Indorsed,  "  Received  the  25lh  of  Jun^ 
1793;  answered  the  2Mh  of  July,  1793.  ' 

**  Sa; — 1  lately  received  your  letter  from 
Mr.  ,  dated  April  OT,  which, 

through  multiplicity  of  business,  wc  have 
omitte<l  to  answer — hope  you  will  excuse 
the  delay.  We  aJto  received  yoor  fnendly 
letter,  prior  to  that,  wherein  you  stateii 
three  proposition*? :  fir^t,  a  petition  to  his 
majesty,  or  to  parliament,  or  a  national 
convention,  and  ordered  one  of  our  com- 
mittee to  answer  it  "^hrinlfl  be  tjiad  if 
you  will  inform  me  whether  it  was  attended 
to ;  I  gave  ray  opiirion  on  the  subject  to 
the  Constitutional  Society  of  Ixmdon,  and 
found  their  ideas  congenial  to  my  own,  viz. 
aa  address  to  the  king— fhtile  *  a  petitwn 
to  parliament  (as  a  conquered  people)  tole* 
rable :  a  national  .convention  (if  ciraini- 
staoces  admitted) — best  of  all.  To  wliat 
an  alarming  crisis  are  we  arrive<l !— tha 
junto  is  formed  and  estabUsheil— ^tlie  peo- 
ple become  a  prey,  and  (to  a<lopt  tht  plirase 
of  an  Hibernian  apostate)  are  treated  as  a 
swinish  multitude,  except  the  privilege 
of  fattcniog.  Wars  must  commence  at 
ihs  capnco  of  .iadivlihnlsj  people  tom 
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from  their  honors  to  be  butchered;  wind- 
fliills  must  be  attacked  at  the  risk  of  beiog 
ciirried  over  and  dashed  to  atoms;  the  na- 
tion drained  of  its  sustcnancr  to  'support  a 
league,  6ic,  &c.  &c.    Many  epuiiets  may 
with  great  proprid^be  applied,  excepting 
such  as   Fox,  Sheridan,  Grey,  I'-rskine, 
lansdownc,  Lauderdale,  Stanhope,  Faine, 
Priestley,  Tooke,  Wharton,  Macleod,  Bar- 
low,  Mackintosh,  Cooper, betides  many  who 
have  suffereil  under  the  iron  hand  of,  &c. 
and  when  the  people  hav  e  complained,  and 
humbly  requesled  a  removal  of  abuses,  they 
have  been  treated  with  insult.    Alas ! 
where  is  the  in^esty  of  the  people?  An 
iu^iffereat  obserrer  would  suppose  k  to 
center  in  stars  and  garters,  ribbons,  and 
jcostly  apparel,  palaces,  coaches  and  horses, 
with  all  the  trumpery  of  puerile  amuse* 
ments ;  and  were  it  not  for  their  accursed 
,Consequenccs,  we  could  hear  with  it ;  but 
when  wc  consider  how  many  sweat,  and 
jtoil,  and  !>tar\  e,  to  support  it,  how  can  we 
be  per.Miadrd  but  \h?A  tti  ere  is  a  contrivance 
between  the  land  owners  and  the  merchant 
to  bold  the  people  in  vassalage  ?  for  they 
cat  lip  the  people  as  tliey  eat  bread;  the 
induence  of  the  aristocracy  and  hierarchy 
is  become  very  alarroln^,  for  they  have 
absorbed  and  swallowta  up  the  people ; 
but  a  rumour  b  spread  from  tiie  south*  and 
il  is  terrible  to  tyrants;  it  stings  their 
mind — it  galls  their  flesh — and  like  Pashur, 
are  a  terror  to  themselves,  lest  the  people 
should  assert  their  rights. — Yours,  6cc. 

"  H.  BvcKM. 
PiiBMe  to  diieet  to  U.  fiuckla." 

«  lomfan,  9Sth  July,  1793. 

**  1!  I'v-citizcn; — ^The  London  Corres- 
ponding Society  have  received,  a^d  read 
vrith  pleasure,  your  letter  of  the  95tli  of 
June;  but  the  answer  which  you  mention 
to  have  been  made  to  our  three  questions 
has  not  yet  cume  to  liand.  Wc  shall  be 
^lad  to  be  informed  in  your  next,  wbether 
It  was  ever  put  in  the  post  office. 

**  Will)  regard  to  the  questions  them- 
selves^  however  individuals  may  have 
made  up  their  mmds  on  theni>  tlie  public 
seemed  luost  to  approve  the  mode  oi  peti- 
tioning parliament.  We  aecordangly  ae* 
quii  I,  and  sent  in  a  petition  signed  by 
near  6,000  persons.  With  this  letter  you 
will  receive  a  copy  of  il;  and  with  its  fate 
you  are  doubtless  not  unwqmtnted. 

"  While  wc  a^ree  witli  you,  that  the 
|>cople  are  treated  like  i>wiue,  we  are  forced 
to  acknowledge,  that  some  among  them, 
from  their  sloth  and  ij^nonincc,  ^rnrcrly  de- 
jservc  better  usage ;  however  uucea^tngly 
labouring  to  roeUurate  tlieir  condition  as 
well  as  our  own,  and  ( onvinccd  that  a  tho- 
rough pariiamentary  rciorm  is  the  only 
meens  of  effectuati  ug  it,  we  firmly  pursue  our 
purpctte,  and  in  the  most  conspicuous  man- 
ner; undM  the  eje  of  tbo  couity  inihe 


(U  of  John  Home  Tooke  £632 

middle  of  the  metropolis,  antfin  the  very 
nest  of  place  and  pension  hornets,  the  ta- 
vem  where  Reeves,  the  tool  of  the  junto, 
holds  his  inquisiton.d  tribunal,  have  lately 
held  a  general  meeting  of  the  society,  sent 
forth  an  address  to  the  nation,  and  entered 
into  some  spiiiled  resolutions;  a  few  copies 
oi'  which  we  desire  you  to  accept,  and  pro- 
mulgate as  far  and  as  wide  as  you  can ;  at 
the  same  time  rest  assur^,  that  the  firm- 
ness displayed  therein  is  not  confined  to 
words,  but  that  on  every  occasion  our  so- 
ciety will  be  found  foremost  in  asserting 
and  recoveriug  the  liberties  of  their  country, 
"  Exhorting  ^ou,  therefore,  to  throw 
ande  tSU  tmavaibnz  complaint,  we  wish  you 
to  occupy  yourselves  in  instructinp;  the 
people,  in  introdiKing  and  maintaining 
order  and  regularity  in  your  own  society, 
and  in  forming  a  junction  with  all  others 
a«:sr>riated  for  the  same  purpose  tlu-oughout 
the  iiaiiuii,  by  keeping  up  a  constant  cor- 
respondence with  them ;   but,  above  all, 
orderly  and  courageously  preparing  your- 
self for  the  event;  for  as  it  is  natural  to 
suppose  that  those  who  now  prey  on  the 
pnliltc  will  not  willini^ly  yield  Up  trir?ir  en- 
joyments, nor  re-possess  us  oi  our  rights 
vrithout  a  struegle,  whieh  by  their  bM»> 
viour  in  Ireland,  wc  have  some  reason  to 
think  they  are  meditating,  and  perhaps 
may  intend  to  effect  by  means  of  those 
very  foreign  mttrccnaries  who  are  now  paid 
by  the  sweat  of  our  brow,  and  whom,  under 
some  plausible  pretence,  it  would  be  no 
diffieult  matter  to  laiid  on  our  shore.  I| 
nr.iy  be  more  advantageous  to  humanity  to 
iliow  tliem  at  first,  that  their  opponents 
are  neither  mob  nor  rabble,  but  an  indig- 
nant oppressed  people,  in  whom  i"^  not  yet 
entirely  extinct  this  valour  of  tUeur  fore* 
fiithers. 

"  Union  and  increase  being  then  our 
only  resources,  let  us  then  dilirrently  exert 
ourselves  therein  with  zeal  and  ptttience^ 
removing  ignorance  and  prejudice  with 
firmness,  and  a  consistent  behaviour ;  en- 
couraging those  who  join  us  ;  and  above 
all*  avoiding  little  bickerings  among  our- 
6eh  f>,  ever  discounteunncini;  Ifi^h  jea- 
lousies and  private  animosities,  and  cor- 
dially Joining  with  heirt  and  hand  m  llie 
comnioD  cause. 

Your  neighbourhood  must  severely  feel 
the  dreadfiil  consequences  of  an  iniquitous, 
depopulating,  and  ruinous  war;  biat  jjfott 
are  not  the  only  sufferers.  Froni  various 
parts  of  tl^  country  wc  learn,  that  the  war 
abraad  has  already  spread  desolation  at 
home;  yet  such  is  the  blindness  of  some 
foUu,  that  they  talk  of  its  bang  continued 
for  years.  Peace  we  vnsh  to  all  roan ;  bul 
to  such  friends  destruction,  l.cl  us  hesf 
from  you  soon,  and  let  our  luture  cofres- 
pondence  be  more  regular.  We  are  with 
sincerity,  fellow-citizens,  Ibr  the  London 
^kwreipcMidkig  Sgcietyi  as  yqtg  fmwit  iad 
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$9B\  Jhr  High  Treoion. 

Msw-MMonn  for  the  good  mucmity, 

"MM. 
••T.  H." 

The  use  which  seems  intended  to  be  made 
of  iiuibt:  leUer^i  is,  to  show  yvu,  that  alter  the 
petitba  to  parliament  had  failed,  these  per- 
son? began  to  entertain  notions  very  violent 
aud  eager,  aud  which  seem  to  express  a  resolu- 
te to  obtain  by  force,  that  which  they  could 
not  olhtrwibc  obtain.  The  passages,  in  the 
answer  to  this  letter  from  Norwich,  which 
iaport  this,  are  the  assarance— **  That  Ihe 
firmness,  displayed  by  the  society,  is  not 
confined  to  words,  but  that,  on  every  occasion, 
they  will  be  found  foremost  in  asserting  and 
leoovering  the  liberties  of  their  country."  I  n 
the  recommendation  to  these  people,  orderly 
and  courageously  preparing  tliemselvcis  lor 
the  event—'*  For  it  i§  Datural  to  suppose 
that  tho'^e  who  now  prey  on  the  public,  will 
not  wiUingly  yield  up  their  enjoy utent^,  nor 
re*p0S8e8SO8  of  our  rijghti  without  a  struggle, 
•  which,  by  their  behaviour  in  Irelisiul,  we  nave 
some  reason  to  think  they  are  uieditatiag, 
and  perhaps  may  intend  to  effect,  by  means  | 
of  those  very  foreign  mercenaries,  who  are 
now  paid  by  tne  sweat  of  our  brow,  and  whom, 
under  some  plausible  pretence,  it  would  be  no 
difficult  matter  to  land  on  our  shore ;  it  may  ; 
be  more  advantageous  to  humanity,  to  show 
them,  at  hrst,  that  their  opponents  arc  neither 
mob  nor  rabble,  but  an  inoignant,  oppressed 
pco]i!r,  in  whom  is  not  entirely  extinct  the 
valour  of  ttieir  forefathers."  This  has  a  pretty 
plain  reference  to  force,  if  force  should  be» 
come  necessary. 

Ccixtlcmen,  the  next  is  a  paper  found  upon 
Adams,  purporting  to  be  a  letter,  dated  front 
Xdinburgli,  the  fifth  of  October,  1793,  i  ruui  a 
prrvon  of  the  name  of  Calender,  to  Hardy ;  it  [ 
may  be  read  because  there  is  a  pxssage  in  it  < 
that  seemed  to  me  rather  to  be  likely  to  be  of 
some  use  to  the  prisoner;  where  he  is  speak- 
ing oi  the  purposes  of  the  associatiun,  or  con- 
vention, or  by  whatever  name  it  was  to  be 
MUed,  then  began  at  Edinburgh. 

"  Edinburgh,  Oct.  51  h,  1793. 
*•  Brother  Hardy ;— The  letter  and  this  j 
paper  will  explain  themselves.   I  was  at  a  I 
loeetiog  on  the  day  this  mentions,  and 
the  determination  of  the  association  are 
universal  .sutfrages  and  annual  parliaments, 
and  it  was  the  nnaninous  desire  and  wish 
of  that  meeting,  thai  two  persons,  if  pos- 
sible, should  be  sent  from  our  society  in 
England,  as  delegates,  to  meet  our  dear 
northern  friends  in  tlie  ensuing  convention. 
I  must  earnestly  desire  the  said  wish  of  i 
4mr  friends  here  may  be  complied  with,  as 
at  will  add  to  the  dignity  of  our  i^ociation 
in  partind.ir,  and  to  the  ronvention  in  ge- 

•  Qeral,  and  wili  further  the  cummun  cause 
.  much,  in  a  way  the  judgment  of  our  asso- 
ciation must  hit  upon,  without  any  expla- 

•  oaUon  ot  mine.  If  any  person  could  be 
* .  4leeitd  of  found  principles,  a  cImt  uoder- 


A.  D.  im  [6M 

standing  speaker,  with  a  long  head  and  a 

good  warm  heart  in  the  cause  of  freedom, 
having  it  in  view,  and  not  his  own  acgrani* 
dlaenient,  such  a  delegate  woaM  be  ofgreat 

service.  If  such  a  one  is  chosen,  he  must 
be  here  by  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  this 
month,  as  the  convention  meets  on  that 
day;  aiid  if  my  poor  feeble  efforts  will  be 
of  any  service  to  the  convention  the 
other  delegate,  the  London  Corresponding 
Society  may  command  me  for  the  support 
of  tf)cir  interests  as  far  as  I  am  capable; 
but  ihoise  of  you  who  koow  me,  know  I  am 
no  speaker)  much  less  an  orator,  but  this  I 
will  say,  my  1  :o:irt  lic>  in  the  riglit  place, 
and  hates  aud  abhors  all  despots.  Please 
to  communicate  this  to  our  friends,  and 
let  me  know  the  society's  determination, 
iftiicy  will  hfipour  me  with  their  confidence. 
I  am  often  with  our  fiieQd  Muir ;  he  bears 
his  con6nement  with  a  fortitude  of  soul, 
inspired  witti  the  genius  of  liberty;  he  is 
well,  i  have  much  to  say,  but  I  must 
leave  olF.  This  letter  will  be  delivered  by 
my  scr%'ant,  which  must  h.tvc  t  si  ccdy 
answer,  because  ot  the  appruachmg  meet- 
ing liere.  Every  thing  or  moment  I  will 
communicate  to  you  from  time  to  time ; 
and  wishinf^  destruction  to  all  human 
butchers,  aud  success  to  all  friends  of  li- 
berty, I  remain,  brother  Hardy,  yoinr's  to 
cormtTi  nid.  A.  Calendrr." 

**  ^Jy  i>crvant  will  show  you  my  directioiL"  • 

Thi?  letter  is  of  some  use  likewise  to  open 
the  nature  of  that  convention,  and  to  show 
how  it  was  calculated,  gradually,  to  lacfette 
to  an  indefinite  number  ot  members. 

Mr.  Home  Tooke  is  put  down  as  being 
present  when  this  letter  was  read,  but  it  ap- 
peared,  by  the  evidence  of  Adams,  that 
was  not  present. 

There  was  an  extraordinary  general  meet* 
ing  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  October,  Mt. 
HorneTookr  wa^  not  present.  They  read  an 
address,  signed  by  bkirvin|^  and  resolved  to 
send  dmegiUes  to  the  ensiling  convention,  to 
be  held  in  Edinburgh,  for  promoting  a  r<  form 
in  parliament ;  they  resolved  that  two  mcm> 
bers  of  this  society  be  elected  as  dclc^tes  to 
the  said  convention;  HeniyYorke,  Charles 
Sinclair,  and  John  llichter  were  propc^c  J  , 
Sinclair  aud  Yorke  were  elected  aelcgaie^. ; 
Sinclair,  being  present,  accepted  of  tiie  office 
of  one  of  the  delegates ;  and  they  resolved, 
that  if  either  Henry  Yorke,  or  Charles  Sin^ 
clair,  be  prevented  from  accepting  the  dele- 
piion,  then  John  Bkhter  was  to  beadmitled 
m  his  room. 

The  next  evidence  is  a  paper  produced  by 
Scott,  fotmd  upon  Skirving,  and  it  is  the  mi- 
nutes of  the  British  Convention.  They  be- 
gan with  reading  the  fifth  day's  bilUug^ 
which  time  the  persons,  tiwtwere  asseniblrd 
at  this  convention,  assumed  tne  style  of,  "  The 
Britibh  Convention  of  the  deicptes  of  xhf 
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and  Amnial  Ptfliaiiients."    Upon  the  ninth  1  duals,  asMmblcd  f< 

dsy  there  was  a  rp'^oUition  for  the  Convenlion    can  be  imagined. 


toxesolvc  tt^t  into  a  committee,  and  a  blank 
«!••  left  in  the  minutes  for  a  resolution  which 
Was  rome  to;  and  this  farther  observation 
arises  upon  the  Uvnsactions  of  that  day — that 

that  it  it  the  Sbtae 
that  rr  solves  itself  into  a  committee.  Mr. 
Scott  ib«n  proved  another  mper  foiuid  upon 
fiindidr,  a  fueMen  that  dm  been  Ml  in 
tiiank  in  the  minutes,  which  I  before  took 
notice  of;  that  lesolutien  ii  iviU  be  feeper  to 
lead. 

[Vide  vol.  23,  pp.  S35,  5«6.3 

Wliat  was  to  he  done|  genUomeo,  at  this 
MrmaiKait  sitting  of  eomenlien^  to  be 
neld  upon  the  appointment  of  a  gerrrt  com  ■ 
mktee,  in  some  secret  piece,  w>  the  difierent 
eawtgendeetbat  ate  thene  deecribed,  is  oertun* 
ly  not  expressed,  but  must  be  collected  from  all 
the  circumstances ;  and  it  wtli  be  material  to 
consider  whether  there  be  ground  to  collect, 
ttitallfbat  was  intended  to  be  done,  in  that 
plasce,  was  to  apply  to  parliament  for  rcHpf  in 
the  purttcdikir  cases  suggested,  whicii  would 
apply  to  every  thlDg,  but  tlie  case  of  an  in- 
rasion  ;  in  the  casr  of  an  invasion,  it  is  a 
littie  dithcuU  to  comprehend  of  wtuU  tise  such 
a  meeting  eonM  be.  if,  ontbe  a#ier  hand,  you 
colled  ffi  in  this  rr-olulion,  that  \h\^  was  to 
be  a  mcetiug  which  was  to  use  force  m  either 
of  the  cases  pointed  out,  it  has  a  very  material 
and  we%hty  effect  in  another  view  of  the 
riw  ;  it  is  dnrkly  fxpres«*rd,  and  yon  must 
form  your  own  jud<^nienl  ujK>n  H,tandcr  ail  tiie 
cUuMWleneea  of  the  case,  as  mmi  as  yam  can. 

Thry  nn  to  resolve,  "  'I'hrtt  n  ronnnillcc  be 
appointed  to  draw  up  a  dcciaruliou  of  tlie  na- 
taml,  umlieoBlile,  and  tmprwcripUblc  rigbta 
of  man,  to  be  prefixed  %o  an  arfdrc?;  to  the 
people  of  Great  Britain."  It  does  not  appear 
tiliedier  tliet  was  «ver  dfKwn  np ;  probably 
the  dispersion  of  this  Convciitioo,  on  the 
fourteenth  day  prevented  it.  To  those  wl>o 
arc  acquainted  with  the  luslory  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  National  Convention  of 
France,  thb  mtof  reeokttian  haeaB  atamiiag 
aspect. 

They  then  fed!  Ibeipraeeedtnge  of  the  teatii 

dny,  and  then  Ihey  dale,  "  Convcntion-hall, 
the  fiat  year  of  the  British  Coaveutioo." 
TIm  ii  a  very  eftneedmary  eeeumptioB,  if  it 
be  referable  to  a  private  meeting  of  subjects, 
meaning  to  obtain  parliamentary  reform  in  a 
resalar  course ;  it  is  that  furmJl  style  which 
l>eTongs  to  a  public  assembly,  and,  indeed  te  a 
public  assemblj'  acting  for  Uic  povpnimrnt  ; 
out  then  this  may  be  vantty,  aiui  loiiy  and 
MOMMa,  and,  ae  wmh,  takea  onier  aN  the 
ciroumstanccs,  may  deserve  no  attention;  or 
it  msnr  be  a  vary  material  cwcum stance,  added 
la  other  oreuawtaneee  in  the  ease,  marlcing 

what  were  the  objects  of  this  meetil^;  it 
does  requhv  an  cxpknalioo,  in  some  n^nner 
•r  ethar,  because  it  is  a  sort  of  tlung  not  to  be 
fenoi  in  lb*  pitvali  wmmaMimtf  mrimtni' 


1 


L'pua  the  eleventh  day's  sitting  there  is 
anotncr  affectation  of  the  manners  of  tiM 
Fmuli  Convention,  for  they  pive  *'  r!ie  ho- 
noun  of  the  sitting"  to  some  nersun  who  was 
there.  The  secretary  upon  tnis  day  read  n 
motion  fur  pnV)l!>liin;j  tfir  natttral,  unaliena- 
ble, and  imprescriptible  rights  of  man,  which 
WM ordered  to  be  referred  to  ^committee  of 
union.   There  was  then  a  motion  for  drawing 
out  a  scroll  of  a  petition  to  parliament,  that 
seemed  to  be  what^was  more  immediately  the 
bosinett  of  this  meeting,  according  to  the  re- 
T>rc«ientation  of  it,  thai  is  made  in  favour  of  it, 
out  **  the  order  of  the  day"  was  put  upon 
that.  The  order  of  the  day  woitUI  liave  been 
a  thing  unknown  to  u?,  \vitbout  the  explan^ 
tion  imt  we  have  trom  the  course  of  the  pro* 
ceedinga  in  the  NaUonal  Convention  of 
France  ;  there  the  order  ot  the  day,  put  upon 
a  notion,  means  nothing  more  than  a  manner 
of  pronouncing  a  negative.    There  are,  lu 
the  regular  establishments  of  our  constitution, 
very  freaiifntly  orders  of  the  day,  which, 
being  called  lur,  have  a  prioril  v ;  but  it  does 
not  at  all  appear,  that  in  this  case,  there  was 
an}'  other  bu^inr^s  wliich  had  been  appointed 
for  that  day,  which  was  to  have  the  priority; 
and,  in  Ibe  way  this  was  put  en  end  to,  they 
seem  to  have  adopted,  the  cant- words  thai 
have  been  used  in  France. 

Upon  the  twelfth  day  they  enter  into  a 
debate  of  the  comparaiive  merit  of  the  title  ci 
'*  gentleman"  and  "  citiiMi,''  and  thej  prefer 
to  use  the  word  citizen. 

Upon  the  thirteenth  day  they  began  to  ap- 
prehend that  they  should  hr  dispersed;  nnl 
then  there  is  a  resoluiion— "  That  the  mo- 
ment of  any  illegal  dispersion  of  the  pre- 
sent convention,  shall  be  considered  as  a 
summons  to  the  dcU'^ate^  to  repair  to  the 
place  of  meeting  appointed  for  tne  conven* 
tion  of  emergency  by  the  secret  commit 
tec ;  and  that  the  secret  committee  be  in- 
structed to  proceed,  without  delay,  to  ^ 
the  place  of  the  meeting.*' 

They  thpn,  on  hehiiH  of  the  prisoner,  called 
for  the  proceedings  ot  the  Vlstof  B^oveoiber, 
and,  undoubtedly,  they  ifaiow  an  air  af  iMB- 

cuir  upon  the  prnrredmgs  of  this  convention. 
It .  speaks  of  iittecn  shiUings  being  received 
from  six  visitors ;  proposes  a  general  oi^ee* 
tion  to  Ite  made;  Callender  and  Sc^itt  were 
appointed  collector*; ;  four  pounds  five  shil- 
lings and  cisht-pcnce  was  drawn,  as  they  call 
it,  of  which  there  were  two  bad  ehiuiags, 
which  nrr  deducted  from  this  sum.  There 
was  nineteen  and  three-peooe  collected  at  the 
door,  and  a  sbWing  mom?  tbis,  I  think,  was 
all  that  was  read  of  tbSM  fKieeeding^ «f  tlM 
Scoidi  Conventi<Hi. 

They  then  feed  tfaspfoceedmp  of  the  Gnn- 
stitotional  Society  of  the  10th  of  January, 
1T94,  when  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  present. 
Mr.  .Sinclair's  tetter,  and  the  subsequent  s««- 
ceedimt  af  lha  aMMante,  a«ca  oiiM  la 
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be  ttkto  inltcattideniUon  on  the  Friday  fol- 
lowing, at  a  general  meeting.  On  Friday,  the 
17th  of  JaDuary,  there  was  another  meeting, 
when  Mr.  Home  Took*  was  in  the  chair. 
There  was  a  resohjtion  come  to,  which  was 
voted  to  be  published ;  that  is  of  ioiportance, 
•nd  you  muti  Imr  it  reod. 

"  Resolved,  That  law  ceases  to  be  an  ob- 
ject of  obedience  whenever  il  becomes  an 
instrument  of  oppression. 

Resolved,  That  we  recall  to  mind,  with 
the  deepest  satisfactkm,  tlM  merited  nte  of 

the  infamous  Jeflcrys,  once  lord  chief  jus- 
tice of  England,  who  at  the  era  of  the  glo- 
rious Revolution,  for  tlie  many  iniquitous 
sentences  which  he  had  passed,  was  torn  to 
pieces  b^  a  brave  and  injured  people. 

'*  Resolved,  That  those  who  imitate  his 
example,  deserve  his  fate. 

"  Mr  Tooke  having  left  the  chair,  Re- 
solved, that  Mr.  GcrralU  be  called  to  the 
chair. 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  Tweed,  though  it 
nay  divide  cuuntries,  ought  not,  and  does 
not,  make  %  ttpantion  between  those  prin- 
ciples of  common  srvrrity,  in  wliich  Eng- 
lishnocn  and  Scotchmen  are  equally  late- 
fwted ;  that  iqjttstioe  in  Scotland,  is  injus- 
tice in  England,  and  that  the  safety  of 
Englishmen  is  endangered,  whenever  their 
brethren,  in  Scotland,  for  a  conduct  which 
tntitles  them  to  the  approbatioB  of  all  wise, 
and  the  '■npport  of  all  brave  men,  arc  sen- 
tenced lu  liouny  Ua^,  a  punishment  hither' 
to  infUctc<l  only  on  fiiloaa. 

"  Hc>oh  t'(J,  That  wc  see  with  rcgrrt,  but, 
wc  !>ec  wuhout^fear,  thai  the  period  is  last 
approaching  when  the  liberties  ef  BriUms 
must  (kpoud  not  upon  reason,  to  which 
tbejr  have  long  appealed,  nor  on  their 
powers  of  expressing  it,  but  on  their  firm 
and  undaunted  lesotaition  to  oppose  tgrraiinjr 
Igr  the  same  means  by  which  it  is  exercised. 

Eciiolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  con- 
^tof  the  British  Convention,  who  though 
aiiailed  by  force,  have  nut  been  answered 
bgr  argument,  and  who,  unliiie  the  mem- 
bers of  a  certain  awembly,  have  no  inte- 
rest distinct  fromtbtcanaMnbodj  of  tbe 
people. 

««  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  re- 
aohitlona  be  transmitted  to  citizen  William 
Skirving,  secretary  to  the  British  Conven- 
tion, who  is  now  imprisoned  under  colour 
of  law  in  the  Tolbootn  of  Edinburglw 

**  Resolved,  That  llie  resolutions  now 
passed  be  pubU^ihed  iu  the  newspapers. 

"  Bmmnd,  TbtA  tbe  rtmiaoB*  now 
passed  be  aigped  fagr  the  c biirmii  and  m- 
cretary." 

Gentlemen,  yoti  observe  that  these  resolu- 
tions import  an  utioualified  approbation  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  Scotch  CooventiOO, 
and  also  do  allude,  intelligibly  enough,  to  a 
resolution  to  resort,  if  jt  should  become  neces- 
wj,     fNce^  fiw  the  mofery,  of  irtait  is 
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understood  to  bo,  their  right*.  It  is  to  bo 
oliberved  upon  thix,  that  \Ir.  Home  Twke 
wa.s  in  the  chair  when  the  two  hrst resolutions 
were  voted,  and  that  he  left  the  chair  after* 
wards,  when  Gernild  took  the  chair;  wiic- 
ther  Mr.  Tooke  absolutely  retired,  does  not 
appear  by  the  evidence,  one  way  or  other:  he 
certainly  was  rrot  in  the  rbair. 

The  next  is  a  paper  found  upon  Adams, 
wluch  imports  to  be  a  letter  itom  Hardy, 
and,  among  other  purposes,  to  give  notice  of 
an  anniversary  dinner  of  the  London  Cor- 
responding bociety,  upon  the  20th  of  January; 
and  he  also  sends  copies  of  an  indictnient 
against  Margarot,  in  Scotland. 

Upon  the  S4th  of  January,  1794,  Mr.  Home 
Tooke  was  present,  and  Martin  bdiw  nreacnl^ 
there  is  a  motion  that  the  address  of  ine  Lon- 
don Corresponding  Society  shall  be  inserted 
in  the  books  of  tfan  society ;  it  will  be  neces- 
sary that  that  should  be  read.  It  was  ob-  ' 
9e^^•ed.  on  the  pr^rt  of  tlic  prisoner,  Mr.  Home 
Tooke,  that  llie  address  that  was  ordered  to 
be  entered,  has  no  date  given  to  it  in  the  reso- 
lution ;  that  therefore  there  is  no  knowing 
exactly  what  address  was  referred  to ;  that  is 
for  your  ccwMeistioii,  the  lact  befaig  that 
this  is  a  transaction  upon  the  ?ith,  and  that 
upon  the  20th»  at  the  Globe-tavern,  there 
was  an  addivss  of  the  London  Corresponding 
Society  agreed  upon,  which  was  of  an 
extraordinary  nature,  and  must  have  been 
at  that  time,  extremely  well  known,  and  the 
subject  of  oimversation  •  and,  uiuna  ih& 
contrary  appears,  T  should  imagine  you  will 
not  End  much  dithcultv  in  supposing  that 
tbetwie  the  addiese  which  is  tfaCTedwoibed. 

«  At  n  meeting  of  the  Society  fiir  GoBrti* 

tutional  Information,  held  at  the  Crown 
ajid  Anchor-tavern,  Stouid,  Friday,  MUb 
January,  1794, 

PaiSBIIT, 

^  Mr.  John  Prarson  in  the  duir," 

"  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  count  Zenobio,  '^U. 
Frost,  Mr.  Bonney,  rev.  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr. 
J.  Williams,  Mr.  Stark,  Mr.  Banks,  Mr. 
Rutt,  Mr.  Bonham,  Mr.  Kydd,  captain 
Gawlcr,  Mr.  Wardle,  Mr.  Uolcroft,  Mr. 
Jennings,  Mr.  Waits,  Mr.  John  Martin. 

**  A  motion  was  made,  that  it  be 


"  Resolved,  That  the  most  excellent  ad- 
dress of  the  London  Corresponding  Society, 
be  inserted  in  the  hooks  of  thisaociety,  and 
that  the  King's  speech  to  His  *  parlia- 
ment be  inserted  mtDU  rr. — ^Tn  order  that 
they  may  be  always  ready,  for  the  perpetual 
reference  of  the  members  of  this  societyj^ 
during  the  cmttinuance  of  the  present  un- 
fortunate war ;  and  that,  in  peroetuam  rri 
memoriaro,  they  may  be  printeo  together, 
in  one  sheet,  at  the  Happy  conclusion  of  it ; 
which  happy  emduaion,  aooorfing  to  the 
present  prosperous  appearances,  wc  hope 
and  believe  not  to  be  many  moullts  distant. 

"  *  An  amcndnieiit  was  ibot ed,  *  That 
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*  b^ween  the  words  His  and  Parliament, 

*  the  word  HonmirubU  should  be  inserted.' 

<*  HonmrohU  yrtA  withdrawn. 

*'  Another  amendment  was  then  moved, 
«  That  between  the  words  His  and  Par- 
'  liamcnt,  the  word  Faithful  should  be  in> 

*  serted.' 
**  Faithful  was  withdrawn. 

And  it  was  unanimously  resolved, 
*That  His  and  His  ooly,  »  the  praper 
'  epithet  for  parliame&t  upon  the  present 
« occasion.' 

The  reaolatioD  then  pused  inuunniaus- 
ly,  in  its  original  form. 

**  liesolved,  That  the  London  Correspond- 
ing Society  have  deserved  well  of  their 
country. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  be  or- 
dered to  cause  turty  thousand  copies  of 
llie  eddiett»  the  speech,  and  these  resolu- 
tions, to  be  printed  on  one  jshcet,  and  pro- 
perly dislributed  in  England,  Scotland,  and 
Irelatid. 

"  Rr  olvrd,  That  these  resohitkmt  he 
published  in  the  newspapers." 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  Maclean  then  produced  a 
paper  found  at  Adams's,  which  is  proved  by 
iVIr.  Woodfall  to  be  the  hand-writing  of  Mr. 
Tooke  ;  that  paper  is  a  minute  of  these  reso- 
lutions. With  rccnrd  to  all  that  part  of  the 
paper  which  contains  remarks  upon  the  kind's 
speech,  it  certainly  has  no  immediate  reler- 
cncc  to  this  parlirulnr  ca?e ;  and  therefore, 
though  it  is  impos&ible  not  to  disapprove  ex- 
tremely of  it,  and  to  lament  that  such  liber- 
ties should  be  taken,  upon  any  occasion,  with 
a  solemn  act  of  stale,  which  tnc  king's  speech 
in  parliament  is,  yet  it  ought  not  tu^  intlucucc 
beyond  its  proper  bearing;  and  it  does  not 
seem  to  me  to  have  any  infltienee  to  prejn- 
dicc  ti»c  j<risoner,  Mr.  Horne  Tookc,  upon  the 
vrescut  inquiry.  It  was  wrong,  no  doubt, 
but  it  does  not  apply  directly  lu  this  ca"5e  : 
why  It  should  have  been  publislied,  in  this 
manner,  so  anxiously,  together  with  that  ad* 
dress  of  the  London  Corresponding  Socirtv,  is 
very  inexplicai>le.  The  fact  was  so,  and  here 
is  a  formidable  resolution,  that  forty  thousand 
cojiirK  (  f  this  address,  speech,  and  resolution, 
should  be  published  upon  one  sliect  of  paper. 
You  find,  in  the  evidence,  some  reason  to 
doubt  whether  they  did  always  publish  copies 
quite  to  llir  extent  of  the  resolutions  passed. 
Lpou  the  resolution  thi6  appears  to  be  a  very 
anxious  dispersion  of  that  address,  and  of  those 
other  papers. 

GenUemcn,  the  next  witness  is  James  Da- 
vidson ;  he  says  he  is  a  printer ;  that,  before 
the  20th  of  January,  he  was  applied  to  to  print 
the  Address,  and  that  he  had  printed  the  copy 
of  it,  which  is  now  produced,  Ly  ihe  order  of 
Mr.  Thelwall,  and  that  copy  was  found  in  the 
possession  of  Adam«,  and  this  is  the  Address 
of  the  SOUi  of  January,  at  the  Globc-tavem, 
which  has  not  before  Veen  ind  to  you,  but 
which  must  now  be  wA» 
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**  Beld  ai  tkt  GiOBB  Tavbeit,  Strand; 
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''CITIZEN  JOHN  MABXm,  »  w 
CUAIR. 

*'The  following  Aopres'S  to  llie  Peopi  r  of 
Great  Eritain  anU  Ireland  was  read  and 
agreed  to. 

"  CfTiSEHs; — We  find  the  nation  in- 
volved in  a  war,  by  which,  in  the  course  of 
ONE  Campaign,  immense  numbers  of  otir 
countrymen  have  been  slaughtered  ;  a  vast 
expense  has  been  incurred,  our  Trade,  Coaa> 
mcrce,  and  Manufactories,  are  almost  de* 
stroyed,  and  man;^  of  our  Mimufactutvra 
and  Artists  are  ruined,  and  their  IhmHSes 
starring. 

To  add  to  our  affliction,  we  have 
reason  to  expect,  that  other  taxes  wiU  soon 

be  added  to  the  intolerable  load  of  imposts 
and  impositions  with  which  we  arc  already 
overvk  helmed  ;  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
the  expenses  which  have  been  incurred,  ia 
a  fruitless  cnisnde,  to  re-establish  the  odious 
despotism  of  France. 

**  When  we  contemplate  the  principles  of 
this  war,  we  confess  ourselves  to  hr  tmablc 
to  approve  of  it,  as  a  measure,  eitiier  of 
justice  or  discretkm;— and  If  we  are  to 
form  our  calculation  of  the  result,  from 
what  has  already  pas<!€d,  we  can  only  look 
forward  to  defeat  and  the  eternal  disgrace 
of  the  British  name. 

"  While  we  arc  thus  cn^aj^ed  in  frc- 
peusivc  and  ruinous  and  turo'ign  war;  our 
State  at  home  is  not  less  deplorable. 

'*  We  are  every  day  toKl,  1;.  those  per- 
sons who  are  mtcrested  ui  supportius  the 
Cwrupiion  list,  and  an  innumm»le  tiest 
ufSiiiCi  Ure  Placemen,  that  the  Con<ititurtori 
of  England  is  the  perfection  of  human 
wisdom ;  that  our  laws  (we  should  rather 
say,  TuEui  laws)  are  the  perfection  of  joa- 
ticc ;  and  thatf  A^ir  Adminislration  of  those 
laws  is  so  impartial  and  so  ready,  as  to 
afibrd  an  equal  remedy,  both  to  the  rich 
and  to  the  poor;  by  means  of  which,  we 
are  said  to  be  placed  in  a  state  of  absolute 
freedom,  and  that  our  Rights  and  Ittertiei 
are  so  well  secured  to  us  as  tO  Koder  att 
invasion  of  them  impossible. 

<*When  we  ask,  how  m%  enjoy  these 
transcendanl  privileges ;  we  are  referred  to 
MAGN.*  CHARTA,  and  the  BILL  of 
RIGHTS;  and  the  glorious  RliVOLi;- 
TION  in  the  year  1688,  is  held 0Utt»aihBB 
the  bulwark  of  British  liberty. 
**  Citizehs  ; —  We    have   refer^  to 
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IM  mtt  ific^sfeon  did  MliMish  wise  and 
wholesome  laws  ;  but  we  as  certainly  find, 
that,  of  the  venerable  Constitution  of  our 
•Dcestors,  hardhr « insslige  reawina. 

"  The  only  Chapters  of  the  Great  Char- 
ter, which  are  now  in  kaal  existence,  are 
lftrlMland«kh. 

"  The  important  frofwon  cf  the  14th 
Chapter,  runs  thus : 

*  *  A  Freeman  shall  not  be  amerced  for 
ft  smal!  hxAty  hat  ifter  the  manner  of  the 
fault ;  and  for  a  {;reat  fault  after  the  great- 
ness thereof,  saving  to  him  his  contene- 
ment ;  and  a  Merchant  I'dcewis^  tsving  to 
him  his  merchandize;  and  any  other's 
"vilhitn  than  ours  shall  be  likewise  amerced, 
taking  to  Min  his  wtinage ;  and  none  or 
the  said  amerciaments  snail  be  assessed, 
hut  by  the  oath  of  honest  and  lawful  men 
«ftfie  Vicinage/ 

*  Bot  by  the  usurped  power  of  the 
Indees,  in  a<^se9sing  Fine«  (and  what  Fines !) 
in  the  cases  of  Mi^emeanor :  this  glorious 
Bight  of  the  Subject,  of  ham^  tbOM  fines 
flnessed  Ity  the  Jury  (the  only  possible 
ffoteclion  from  slavery  and  the  vilest  op- 
yivsston),  is  dhjustly  aai-  iatooiisly  ra- 
vished from  us. 

*  The  provision  of  the  89th  chapter  runs 


•*  *  No  Freeman  shall  be  taken  or  im- 
prisoned, or  be  disseised  of  his  freehold,  or 
raerties,  or  free  customs,  or  be  outlawed  or 
cnled,  ornoyntberwise  destiuyed,  nor  we 
#iW  not  pass  ufwn  him,  nor  condemn  him, 
hot  bv  the  lawful  judgmcat  of  his  peers,  or 
tjlhelawoftheland.  We  wiDteltto'ilo 
man,  we  will  not  deny,  or 
ritherjustice  or  right.' 

Stant  practice  by  which  the  benefits  of 
^is  provision  are  totally  defeated  and 
dcMroyed,  might  induce  as  to  suppose,  that 
the  GREAT  CHARTER  has  been  repeal- 
ed; if  we  did  not  assuredly  know,  that  it  is 
the  fundamental  basis  of  our  constitution ; 
fllridi  even  the  REAL  representatives  of 
the  people  (much  less  the  miserable  nomi 
nees  ot  HELSTONE  and  OLD  SARUM) 
baive  not  the  right,  nor  ^as  we  trust  it  wiQ 
be  found  by  expcriciu:e)  tnc  POWER  tn  re- 
Mstl.  Yet  what  do  we  find  in  practice? 
tyocopstihitionrf  trild'illeflll  IHFORMA- 
nONS  EX  OFFICIO,tb*ris,theafbiti«iy 
will  of  the  kind's  Attorney  General,  usurp- 
ing; the  office  of  the  ACCUSING  Jury; 
asrntbe  interested  oath  of  a  vile  common 
iflfbrmer,  with  the  judgment  of  as  vile  a 
common  trading  or  pensioned  jastice,  sub- 
giWIfed  in  thc^nMNii  of  Otkr  birthright,  an 
ionertial  trial  by  our  country. 

"  Add  to  this,  that  the  cxoihitant  ex- 
^cHi4  of  Judicial  pfOceedlBg^,  th^  iN^el 
practice  of  arbitrarily  and  repieatedly  an- 
milling  the  verdicts  of  jtiries,  «nd  tiic  dila- 
tory practice  of  the  coM^i  inost  openly 
■hd  shiiDHUllg^«MiMh|- W  trttcb  , 
VOX..  XXV.  I 


iLBLim  EMI 

forfnds  fto  d««ri,  thtf  M^ff  of 

justice. 

**  A  man- accused  of  Felony  (for  which 
by  the  cofalnwtl  tew«r  Snglandy  fablifh  and 
goods  are  forfeited)  may  be  bailed  on  find- 
mg  two  sureties  for  forty  pounds  each; 
hilt  npodrft  chn^  of  MISDEMEANOUR 
by  words  only,  bail  to'  the  amount  of  ONE 
THOUSAND  i>OUND»  hah  been  do- 
nianded« 

"  Upm  eiMlblibralBOv  §m  nMh'nisde- 

meanour,  enormous  fines,  long  and  cruel 
imprisonments  unknown  to  our  ancient 
laws,  and  umaaetioned  by  anynewstHuies, 
have  of  late  (and  but  of  late)  been  too  fre- 
quently and  too  oppressively  indicted.  And 
di  this,  although  by  thif  bill  of  nghts  it  is 
declared,  that '  excessive  bail  shalf  not  be 
demanded,  nor  cruel  and  ^iiwrwtl  puaidH 
meots  indicted.' 

If  we  look  to  IRELAND  we  find  that 
acknowledged  privilege  of  the  people,  to 
meet  for  the  support  and  protection  of  their 
rights  and  Uberties,  is  attempted,  \tf  terrw, 
to  be  taken  away  by  a  late  infamous  act  of 
rarliamenttW  hilst  titles  of  honour !  No, 
but  of  diilMiiMRif ^  afo  hifiiiifd ;  dod  aev 
sources  of  corruption  opened,  to  gratify  the 
oee^piwtlttitioa  of  those,  who  aie  the 
ntttniMnts^df  tMs  oppressiuii. 

"In  aCOIXAND,  the  Wicked  Hand  of 
Power  has  been  impudently  exerted,  with- 
out even  the  wretched  formality  of  an  act 
•f  Parliament,  MmlMMtes  have  forcibly 
mtnided  into  the  peaceful  and  lawful 
meetines  of  Freemen ;  and,  by  force  (not 
enhrwShMlhMir,  b«t  agaunt  law),  bavi^ 
under  colour  of  magisterial  office,  inter- 
rupted their  deliberatioosy  and  prevented 


The  wisdom  and  good  conduct  of  the 
BRITISH  CONVENTION  at  Edinbin^ 
has  been  soch  as  to  defy  dieir  btttereet 
enemisi  to  name  the  law  which  they  have 
broken;  notv^ithslanding  which,  their  pa- 
pers have  been  seized,  uiid  made  use  of  a» 
evidence  against  them,  and  many  virtiMMl^ 
and  meritorious  individuals,  have  been,  as 
cruelly  as  uiyustiy  for  their  virtuous  actions 
£sg«eeed  and  destroyed  by  infamous  and 
illegal  sentences  of  transportation.  And 
these  uqjust  and  wicked  judgments  have 
been  eMeuted  'wtth  s  raoeoer  and  malig- 
nity, never  before  known  in  thi<^  land  ;  our 
respectable  and  beloved  FeUow<itizens 
have  been  cast  fettebbd  into  Duageona 
toongnftbns  in  theHiiteytovhiehthef 
were  not  sentenced. 

♦*  Citizens  ; — We  all  approve  the  senti* 
m€nts,  and  are  diily  le^tiiig  the  woid% 
for  which  these  our  respectable  and  va- 
luable brethren  are  thus  unjustly  and  in- 
humanly suflfiering.  We  loo,  aseedale  in 
order  to  obtain  a  fiiir,  free,  aiu\  full  repre- 
sentation of  the  people  in  »  house  of  real 
Kaixmal  repreadntativcs.  Atv  we  •!•» 
wung  «e  he  treats^  ae  Vvmh  ^""'^ 
tT 
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ipg  this  our  inherent  right,  which  \vr  are 
oetemuned  never  to  forego  but  witli  our 
lives,  and  wbkh  oiioe  Mt  Ihieves  and 
traitors  can  wish  to  withhold  from  us  ? 
Consider,  it  is  one  and  the  same  cornipt 
aiKl  corrupting  iothience  which  at  this  time 
domineers  in  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  Eng- 
land.   Can  you  believe  that  lliose  who 
send  virtuous  Irishmen,  and  Scotchmen 
iiBttmd  with  felons  to  Botany  Bay,  do  not 
ifteditate  and  will  not  attempt  to  seize  the 
hrst  moment  to  send  us  after  tiiem  ?  Or, 
if  ive  had  not  just  cane  to  apprehend  the 
same  inhuman  treatment ;  if  instead  of  the 
most  imminent  danger,  we  were  in  oerfect 
safety  from  it ;  should  mt  not  disoain  to 
enjoy  any  liberty  or  privilege  whatever,  in 
which  our  honest  Irish  and  Scotch  brethren 
did  not  eqiially  and  as  fully  participate 
with  us  ?  Their  cause  then  and  ours  is  the 
!-;imc.     And   it  is  both  our  duty  and 
our  mteresl  to  stand  or  fall  together.  The 
Irish  parliament  and  the  Scotch  judges, 
■actuated  by  the  same  English  influence,  , 
have  brought  us  directly  to  the  point. 
There  is  no  fiirUier  step  beyond  that  which 
they  have  taken.    We  are  at  issue.  We 
must  now  choose  at  once  either  liberty  or 
slavery  for  ourselvee  and  our  posterity. 
Will  you  wait  till  BARRACKS  are  erected 
in  every  village,  and  till  5u6^t(/ued  Uessians 
and  Hanoverians  are  upon  us? 

You  may  ask  perhapt^bSf  what  means 
fih^l  we  seek  redress  ? 

**  We  answer,  that  men  in  a  state  of 
civiUaed  aociety  are  bound  to  eeek  redrese 
of  the  grievances  from  the  laws;  as  long  as 
any  redress  can  be  obtained  by  the  laws. 
But  our  eoninon  Idhster  whom  we  serve 
(whose  law  is  a  law  of  liberty,  and  whose 
tmice  is  perfect  freedom)  has  taught  us 
not  to  enect  to  gather  grapes  from  UMms, 
nor  figs  from  thistles.  We  musi  have  re- 
dress from  our  own  laws  and  not  from  the 
laws  of  our  plunderers,  enemies,  and  op- 
|M"es!>ors. 

"THKUF.  IS  NO  REDRESS  FOR  A 
NATION  CIRCUMSTANCED  AS  WE 
ARE,  BUT  m  A  FAIE,  FREE,  AND 
FI  LL  REPBESENTATION  OF  TUE 
I^EOPLi^ 


"  RESOLVED,  that  during  the  ensuing 
session  of  parliament,  the  general  commit- 
tee of  this  society  do  meet  daily  for  the 
purpose  of  watching  tlie  proceedings  of  the 
parliament  and  of  the  ad  ministration  of  the 
govemmentuf  tins  country.  And  that  upon 
the  first  introduction  of  any  bill,  or  motion 
inimical  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  such 
as,  for  LANDING  FORi^ON  TROOPS 
IN  GREAT  BRITAIN  or  IRELAND,  for 
suspending  the  HABEAS  CORPUS  ACT, 
Iwr  proclaiming  MARTIAL  LAW.  OR 
FOB  PREVENTING  THE  PEOPLE 
FROM  MELTING  IN  SOCIETIES  for 
CUNbmXjIiONAL  INfOilMATiON, 


or  any  OTHER  INNOVATION  ef  a  si- 
milar nature,  that,  on  any  of  these  emer- 
gencies, the  geneial  cotmnitlee  ahaR  lame 
summonses  to  the  delegates  of  each  divi- 
sion, and  also  to  the  secretaries  of  the  dif- 
ferent societies  affiliated  ^and  corresponding 
with  this  society,  forthwith  to  call  a  GE- 
NERAL CONVENTION  of  the  PEOPLE, 
to  be  held  at  such  place  and  in  such  a  man- 
ner aa  shall  be  specified  in  the 
for  the  purpose  of  taking 
into  their  consideration. 

«  Retolved,  that  the  preoedinf  AddvHi 
and  Resolution  be  signed  by  tfao  ^baStWH^ 
and  printed  and  pubUshcd. 

<•  J.  MARTIN,  cHAiKMAir. 
"  T.  IIARDY,  SECKETAar'*. 
Gentlemen,  there  are  but  few  observation* 
to  be  submitted  to  you  at  present  upon  this 
paper;  you  have  heard  it  rend,  and  there  b 
nothing  equivocal  in  the  expressions,  till  you 
come  to  that  which  seems  to  be  the  result  of 
the  whole  of  the  reaolutioin,  namely,  **  That 
there  is  no  redress  for  a  nation,  circumstanced 
as  we  are,  but  in  a  fati^  firee,  and  full  scpreeen- 
tation  of  the  people.'^  Now  the  short  qties- 
tion,  that  is  snbmitted  to  your  judgment, 
upon  that  is— Do  these  people  speak  of  a  re- 
dress to  be  obtained  by  a  full,  iair,  and  free 
representation  of  the  people,  who  have  said,, 
that  there  is  no  redress  to  be  had  from  the 
laws;  who  have  said,  that  they  must  seek 
redresa  Aom  themselves;  that  they  cannot 
have  grapes  from  thorns,  nor  fics  from  this- 
tles r — Can  they  mean  to  have  that  full,  fair, 
and  five  representation  of  the  people  by  anjir 
course  of  law,  or  in  any  ordinary  course  of 
the  government  and  constitution  of  the  coun- 
try ;  or  must  they  necesaarilgr  he  undentood 
to  mean  that  they  will  have  that  fair,  full, 
and  free  representation  of  the  people  by  their 
own  force,  and  by  their  own  strength,  inde- 
pendent of  the  laws  and  the  constitution  of 

the  country  ? 

Gentlemen,  the  next  is  a  paper  found  upOQ 
Adams,  dated  the  twenty-fourtn  of  Januarys 

1794,  which  purports  to  be  a  letter  firoos 
Hardy,  as  secretary  of  the  London  Corrpa- 
prmdm^  Society,  signifying,  that  by  ordtf  of 
the  Society,  he  transniiittd  to  them  copies  of 
their  late  publication ;  that  is  the  address  of 
the  twentieth  of  January ;  you  recollect  the 
paper  read  was  found  upon  Adams. 

William  Walker  is  then  called  to  prove  tl»e 
hand- writing  of  one  John  Martm,  in  a  letter 
addrc'SM-r)  to  Margarot,  at  theTolbootbtEdhl- 
burgh,  which  letter  bears  date  the  twenty- 
second  of  January,  17<J4.  In  this  letter  he 
speaks  of  the  meeting  of  the  twentieth,  ttd 
of  himself  being  in  the  chair:  he  f^ives  an  ac- 
count liow  every  thing  passed,  and  of  anot)Mr 
general  meeting  heine  intended,  for  the  pdN 
post  of  (jhtaining  a  subscription  for  the  per- 
sons m  prison  in  Scotland;  there  are  a  great 
many  indecent  and  insolent  observatiom, 
upon  a  circumstanOB  which  happened 
tbeiuflgwisintuiBing  fioin  tb» 
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HlRtte:  be  Myi»teoilMltrntc  strange  things, 

but  he  forbears,  and  mentions  that  i  person 
of  the  name  of  Oay,  whom  he  calls  citizen 
9&y%  moratimin  T  dare  write.  I  do  not 
fini]  lint  there  is  any  oUicr  explanation  at- 
tempted of  that  passage,  than  that  there  was 
a  person  of  the  name  of  Gay,  of  Duke-street, 
Westminster,  proposed  as  a  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Society  by  Mr.  Tooke  ;  but  as 
to  whether  such  a  person  was  proposed,  or 
■el  proposed,  or  who  or  %vhat  he  was,  if  he 
says  whnt  thic  mrin  dare  not  write,  it  does  not 
teem  to  amount  to  any  thing ;  and  I  hardly 
tUak  it  isneeaiSMry  thatyou  should  hear  this 
htter  of  the  twenty- second  of  January,  1794, 
ited ;  I  wish  to  avoid,  if  possible,  a  repetition 
of  tiie  ribaldry  that  js  m  it,  respecting  the 
person  of  the  king,  perhaps  it  ni;i  v  be  as  well 
that  it  should  not^be  reao,*  unless  desired  by 
the  counsel  on  either  side. 

The  next  pircc  uf  evitleaceis  a  paperpp»> 
^uccd  by  Wabit,  k>M!id  in  the  po«»sevMon  of 
one  Saint,  atNorwjcii ;  it  isa  letter  addressed 
to  Mr.  Charles  Corbell,  by  St.  Mary  s  Church, 
Korwifh,  dated  the  eleventh  oi  January, 
1794,  signed  Thomas  liard^ ;  that  letter  must 

«  Itmdtm,  Jmmy  Utk,  ir94. 

*'  Fellow  Citizens;— I  have  just  received 
a  letter  from  citizen  Margarot  at  Edin- 
burgh, with  some  of  the  Effmburgh  Gazet- 
teers, where  you  wiU  see  that  citizen  Skirv- 
ing  is  found  guilty,  and  sentence  1  t'l  r  i'oux- 
teeii  years  transportation  to  iiulany  Bay. 
lilargarot's  trial  comes  neit,  he  meets  it 
with  great  firmness  and  resolution.  I  have 
xx>  time  to  make  ni;f  comments  on  the  pro- 
ceedings, but  I  think  our  opponents  are 
cutting  their  own  throats  as  last  as  they 
can.  Xuw  is  the  time  for  us  to  do  some- 
thing worthy  of  men,  the  btave  defenders 
of  liberty,  south  of  the  English  cliannel, 
arc  pcrftirmiiic!;  wonders,  drivmg  their  en^ 
miesl'c  ii-re  tiiijiu  like  chaff  before  the  whirl- 
iriod.  Margarottcllsmethathehasnoitime 
to  write  to  you  just  now,  but  he  hopes  to 
iiave  time  vcrv  soon,  when  his  trial  is  over, 
and  tmmariMl  in  a  prison..  The  London 
Corrr  p  ri  liui;  5^ociciy  is  to  have  a  ge- 
neral uieeltng,  and  an  anniversary  dinner 
on  Monday  the  SOth  instant  at  the  Globe 
tavtrti,  Strand.  I  have  sent  you  sonic  ol 
jMargarot's  and  Sk'u-ving's  indictment,  with 
two  copies  of  a  pamphlet  on  brewing;  he 
is  a  member  of  our  society,  the  autliur ;  if 
you  approve  of  it,  you  may  put  it  in  Prac- 
tice, and  be  a  ^rcut  saving  to  many  lami- 
liM^alsoadimmuiion  of  the  rei^nu^  for 
every  one  brewing  their  own  beer  pay  no 
du^  ioK  it,  excuse  haste ;  1  still  remain, 
&C.  (Signed)        Tho.  Qaeiit/' 

•  Hm  mmlcffial  passaee  in  tlusleller  b  tbb«- 
MNov  is  the  lime  lir  m  lo  4k»  loinelhing 

•  MvtiaPe  letlerts  interted  in  the  TM  of 
XhMM  Hii^,  eat^  VoL  H  F>  ^7. 


worthy  of  men ;"  and  then  by  w»y  of  some 

explanation  of  what  that  something  should 
be,  he  jeoes  on  to  say,  "  the  brave  defen- 
dere  of  liberty,  south  of  the  En^ish  Cheonel,  • 
are  pcrfornun[^  wojiders,  drivinc^  their  ene- 
mies betbre  them,  like  chaff  before  the  whirl-' 
wind.*'  Now  whether  he  means  to  Jme  tho 
enemies  before  him,  as  the  defenders  of  liber- 
ty did  on  the  south  of  the  English  Channel, 
or  no,  you  must  collect ;  he  does  not  tell  us 
w  hat  It  is  that  he  means  should  be  dobe. 
1  here  is  a  passage  in  thj-  latter  part  of  it, 
which  is  only  a  stroke  of  malignU<^ ,  and  not 
worth  payin<;  any  attention  to,  that  is  recom- 
mendiiiL:  i  ruethod  of  brewing  l)eer  that  « 
operate  two  wa^s — to  save  his  friends  money^ 
and  to  be  a  diminution  of  the  revenue. 

Wulsh  then  produced  anotiier  paper,  dated' 
the  twenty-eighth  of  January,  from  llardY^to 
a  person  in  St.  Marv's,  Norwich,  in  which 
there  are  passages  of  pretty  much  the  same 
nature  witn  thelast;  tnat  roust  be  read. 

[ride  p.  i03  of  tbift  Volume.J 

Gentlemen,  we  return  to  the  procerdin2;s  of 
the  Constitutional  Socie^  Upon  the  seventh 
of Febnivy,  179f,  Mr.  Home  Tooke  being  , 
present,  it  was  moved,  that  a  circular  letter 
should  be  sent  to  each  member,  with  a  state* 
meat  of  the  case  of  Sinchur,  in  order  to  «oii^ 
cit  a  subscription  for  him.  Maclean  produced 
a  paper  found  at  Adams's,  and  it  appears  by 
Mr.  Woodfall's  evidence,  that  this,  which  is  a 
rough  draft  of  the  resolution,  fiea  Mr.  Tooke's 
hand  to  parts  of  it,  and  it  was  move'l  by  Mr. 
Tooke;  the  letter  is  signal  John  iiorne 
Tooke;  itoMiitbeieed. 

[Fsd^  p.  fl04  of  this  Volume.] 

Oenllemefi,  observetions  upon  this  letter 

are  made  to  you  on  both  sides.  On  the  part 
of  the  prosecution,  they  state,  that  this  un- 

Sualified  approbation  of  Mr.  Sinclair's  con* 
iKty  'brines  home  lo  Mr.  Home  Tooke  eM 
the  proceedings  in  Scotland — imports  his  e»- 
ttie  assent  to  these  proceedings ;  and  produces 
a  degree  of  responsibility  for  them.  On  tho 
other  hand,  they  say  that  this  is  too  much  to 
be  inferred,  because  the  great  object  was  to 
solicit  a  subscription  for  Sinclair,  which  wb- 
scription  might  well  be  solicited,  b^  a  person 
who  ihou^^t  he  bad  sutiered,  without  the 
person  who  solicited  the  MibscriMion  apprev- 
ing  of  all  that  he  had  don  I  ,  uliictihad  brought 
on  those  sufTenngs ;  that  1  think  is  hardly  to 
he  allowed  to  be  a  just  observation  upon  the 
evidence ;  because  it  was  not  necessair  to 
declare,  tliat  he  had  conducted  liimselfina 
manner  that  v»as  satisfactory  to  the  society, 
unless  they  really  approved  of  his  eondoct; 
then  a  fartl, rr  oh-frvalion  arises  upon  It, 
which  is,  that  as  lar  as  is  to  be  collected  froiti 
this  letter,  the  writer  of  it,  and  the  society 
who  directed  it  to  be  written,  understood  all 
thme  proceedings  in  Scotland,  to  have  had 
the  disiioct  oluecl  in  view  of  e  patliameotaiy 
iflbffai|.eiid  ne  niofei  aimI  this  letter  eop. 
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dudes  with  f^pw^iftgt  that  that  vas,  and  is, 
the  Q^cl  mfycn  tbejjr  nieao  to  pur6U<; ;  wtie- 
toerlliKtlB  the  ^enume  seoM  of  these  per> 
•ODs,  or  whether  It  was  nroper,  that  the  letter 
would  be  conceived  ioLh^term^copiisteQt 
with  the  ^n^ral  pl^  of  toe  DUtpnes^  then  in 
a^tatioD,  18  for  you  to  collect,  ffoin  the  whole 
eoect  of  the  evidence.  I  only  /state  to  you 
how  they  put  the  observation  on  both  sides,  j 
'  Peodwaco,  the  next  piece  of  evidence  is 
the  proceedings  of  the  fourteenth  of  February, 
Mr.  Uqtae'l^Qoke  beinjg  then  in  the  chair; 
|ul  I  think  thai  raUten  only  to  this  letter, 
which  was  then  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the 
<b4»rroap,  pnpted,  s^t  to  IXm  mem- 
bmol'lhewaety.  OotueBeveotborMsriBii 
there  was  a  roeetinp;  of  the  Constituiionul  So- 
ciety, Mr.  llorne  Tooke  present,  when  ihey 
xe^a  letter  from  Sinclair;  and  they  resolved 
Ultt  the  sum  of  twenty  guineas  be  paid  to 
Wm  at  Edinburgh  ;  and  that  the  sum  of  ten 
tKNindfitiaymg  been  p^d  to  ^iuplsir  )jy  Wii- 
liMDS,  that  the  secretary  repay  Williairia. 

Tbey  then  read  a  letter  from  Margjirot  to 
IIm  Norwich  $ocietie«»  dat^  )he  t^eoty- 
fburtl)  of  November,  1703;  f|iw»  was  ^nd 
u{ion  Saint;  in  which  OVe^SOiiH  hi  tury 
ot  tlic^  Edinburgh  pfoceewigs;  and  it  wiii 
oc  proper,  I  thi^k,  that  JQH  iDpMld  bear  that 

[Fi*  p.  f06  of  tlfif  Volpine.] 

The  use  they  made  of  Ibis  paper  wu  prio- 

ci pally  to  show  the  nature  of  tnw  cQDvention ; 
but  tkue  circumstance  meotiooed  \uU  oemeljr, 
tbel  the  greatest  bOfws  tverefroaithe  eoun- 

tl7<— from  Scotland,  where  the  writer  then 
wa%  maJT  be  worthy  of  observation ;  because 
thenunwerofthe  people,  wh6' were  suppoted 
to  rutertaiii  this  opinion  for  parlkffiienUry  re- 
form; aiui  to  be  engaged  in  these  societies,  if 
ODcc  brought  into  action,  might  be  a  very 
ooosiderable  body  of  peo|Me;  and  estremeljr 
capeble  of  produrinc;  a  vrry  great  efiect  upon 
thegovernment  of  the  country. 

Tlie  next  piece  of  evidence  was  a  letter  of 
the  ^cond  of  I>cccmber,  from  Gerrald  and 
Jdffgarot,  to  Uart^i  wtiich  was  produced  bj 
GtKveU ;  it  relates  to  «  propositlop  vmeb  hea 
been  made,  for  their  returnmg  from  SooUand 


as  sooii  as  the  business  of  the  convention  was 
over;  it  speaks  of  the  necessity  of  one  or 
both  renaming  there ;  that  they  were  to  visit 
the  different  societies,  and  endeavour  to  con- 
nect them  ail  with  this  society ;  and  that  it 
was  thcrefiore  of  §raet  consequence  that  they 
shnuM  not  be  removed,  both  of  them ;  it 
speakfr  t4  (lie  convention  going  on  with  great 
spirit,  and  of  the  leeelufioo  that  they  had 
conic  lo,  that  they  were  lo  assemble  by  order 
of  a  bccrei  Cowmiltfle,  in  the  circumstances 
tkat  tie  expreiard  iolbe  resoUilioD ;  it  speaks 
of  Sinclair  as  if  he  was  abandoned  by  his  own 
society.  Thi»  goes  to  show,  tliat  the  consti- 
tutional bocicly  did  not  appear  to  be  very 
Jbearty  in  tbe  busineae  of  that  dek^ption 
CembuwH  the  nfsl  eviteei  la  «1 


Triq^  i^Jokn  Hqm  Tooh  [64B 

'  found  vpon  Saint,  dated  Sppthead,  the  tenth 
i  of  Marcl^  1794,  from  Margarot  to  h;s  friei^ 
I  at  Nomeb.  II  spceks  oT  the  Freoeb  IM 
being  out,  as  a  subject  of  satisfaction ;  and 
fixtlfiTii  them  to  pa^vere*  and  stales  bis  own 
resolutioa  to  persevere  in  the  cause  they  were 
engaged  in. 

Then  Maclean  produces  a  paper  found  at 
Adanib's  dated  the  twenty-sixth  of  JkLur* 
1797,  but  probably  it  meant  179i ;  it  ia 
ter  from  Ashton,  who  was  secretary  to  the 
Siieffield  $pcicly,  to  Adams,  in  answer  to  a 
letter  of  Adamses,  written  upon  the  third  of 
that  month ;  it  speaks  of  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Infuf motion  havmg  cixepted 
tpdve  roeoibmiioa  SheflSekl,  to  be  aaiOf 
ciatod  to  them ;  it  congratulates  the  Socie^ 
on  their  enlightening  the  minds  ot  the  people ; 
it  states  their  number  U>  be  increa#ed  iq  two 
thousand  four  hundred ;  if  you  recollect  the 
evidence,  it  is,  that  they  at  no  time  exceeded 
six  hundred,  and  a  fraction;  he  expresses 
himself,  and  lus  society,  to  be  dissatisfied 
with  the  conduct  of  ilio  Society  of  the  Friends 
of  the  People,  at  l:ree  lleaoos  tavern;  99A 
peiticularijrdlsaatttied  ^th  their  eaewer  to 
the  Connilulional  Society;  it  speaks  of  their 
havmg  themselves  written  a  letter  to  the 
Frienas  of  the  People ;  and  that  thej  had 
had  no  answer  as  yet;  but  that  they  had 
received  a  packet  from  the  Friends  of  the 
People ;  that  they  had  also  had  a  packet  from 
the  Friends  of  the  People  in  Soutfawaric^ 
which  they  approved  of ;  probably  that  was  a 
paclcet,  containing  that  declaration,  which 
had  thoae  exceptionable  vrords  in  it  of  repre- 
sentative government ;  it  speaks  of  corres- 
pondences with  Manchester,  Birmineham, 
and  other  places;  and  expresses  the  nopee 
the  writer  entertains,  that  those  places  m«r 
now  become  useful  to  the  cause.   Mr.  Wood- 
fall  states,  that  there  is  a  word  interlined  in 
that  letter,  which  is  of  Mr.  Home  Tcioke'a 
hand-writing;  but  it  is  only  the  word  from  ; 
and  the  observation  which  it  occtirs  to'  me  to 
make  upon  it  is,  that  tbe  paper  being  in  the 
hands  of  the  person  who  would  have  received 
it  in  the  r^ular  course,  without  Mi.  Home 
ToolcePs  inMrftrence,  and  the  eorreelkm^  be- 
ing in  a  particular  expression  grammatically 
inaccurate,  which  perhaps  Mr.  llorne  Tooke]a 
correct  ear  or  eye  could  not  bear,  I  think  it  is 
very  likely,  that  thia  alteration  of  the  word 
from  might  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Tooke, 
after  the  letter  had  got  into  the  hands  of 
Adams ;  and  that  he  nad  been  amusing  hiro> 
self  with  making  better  English  of  it  than  it 
was  before ;  beyond  which  it  does  notapufear 
to'  ne  that  any  dbaetvatkm  can  tuny  be 
pressed  against  Mr.Tooke. 

Lauzun  then  prodlieed  a  paper  fou^cl  at 
Hardv's  of  the  fourth  of  March,  1793 ;  vrUeh 
is  a  draft  of  a  letter  from  the  London  Cor- 
responding Society,  ui»on  the  Mibject  of  pe^ 


tioning  parliament;  he  expresses  himseii  as 
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town  wmild  h1(C  fi  part  in  it,  stiU  t!iry  should 
gam  grouiMi  j  tiui^  paper  wiii  iue  lesui  to  >oi4. 

«•  41*  Miw«*,  179S. 
Sir;— The  London  Corresponding  80- 

tiely  have  at  present  to  acknowle^l^f  yo»ir 
ia6t,  au(i  to  aoftwer  more  lully  jruur  preceil- 
Mg  letter. 

•*  With  regard  to  petitioning^  par1inmf»nt, 
we  are  uoaniinuus  in  the  upiuion  tbat  such 
a  petitioa  wiH  not  produce  •  riferni ;  yet, 
from  many  consideration?,  wc  arc  now  per- 
•uaded  that,  if  every  socieyr  in  theiataod 
fvill  tMid  fbffwud  ft  pelkida,  w  rinll  ttlti- 
malely  gain  ground  ;  for  as  much  as  it  will 
force  the  present  members  of  the  senate  to 
fcpeatedly  discuss  the  subject,  and  their  de- 
ij^atftlions  printed  in  the  different  neira- 
INtpers,  will  rrto«^t  naturally  awaken  the 
|Molic  mind  towards  the  object  of  our  pur- 
■uit.  The  nation  once  informed  thai  a  re- 
form in  parliument  is  sought  for  from  dif- 
foreot  quarters,  ^ves  rise  to  debates  in  the 
Bmin  of  CoRNMOty  and  h  adtnowledged 
llj  every  rank  tu  he  wanting,  will  brgin  to 
eftetdse  their  own  reason  on  this  subject ; 
arrived  at  that  period,  we  presume  our 
iMisiness  will  be  nearlv  accomplished. 

**  Let  OS  then  closely  follow  up  our  Not- 
tingham bretltreo ;  let  every  society  peti- 
tion separatriy;  let  every  week  furnish  a 
fre^h  petition,  and  afford  a  fresh  debate. 
We  seek  to  open  Uie  eyes  of  the  public ; 
petitikNit  on  our  part,  and  rejections  on  the 
part  of  the  ministry,  will  ^tectuall)  '!o  it; 
we  therefore  bi|^ly  ^^wove  oi  your  idea, 
and  wiH  ouiielvf  Ibllew  it  up,  and  recnm- 
mend  it  to  all  the  other  societies  we  cor- 
respond with ;  and,  witbai,  we  recom- 
mend to  you  tliat  no  lime  be  lost  in  so  doing. 

With  you.  we  lament  theeviltof  an 
imprudent  and  inconsiderate  war— a  war 
rather  eagerly  souaht  for  the  advancement 
of  private  enda^  tSen  carefully  deprecated 
from  considerations  i  f  public  I'ood  ;  a  con- 
test unfavourable  to  this  country,  whether 
ditlier  Fianee  or  deepodsm  pan  tbe  upper 
hand.  W'f  \o\n  with  you  iii  gmtitude  to 
those  worthy  members  of  either  House  who 
l»ve  endeavoured  to  avert  tkb  nitional  ca- 
lamity, to  whom  we  have  likewise  returned 
our  pm!ic  thanks;  and  we  remain,  with 
stucentv  auu  uflisctioUf — your  fncxuis  and 
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Vf  auu  un 


No  signature. 

Addressed  "  Mr.  William  Carnage, 
Sheffield.'' 

The  next  k  a  P<M>«r,  dated  the  tenth  of 
June,  1793,  'ii;rnrd  by  Margarot  and  Hardv, 
ducctod  to  one  Kihnia&lef,  iiie  secretary  to 
llwBinniDehamSode^;  it  epeafce  of  the  8a> 
tisfartron  ihr  st  -irty  have,  in  receiving  a 
kAler  from  Biimmghisin,  which  was  not  uo- 
^eteleodltoheeov^l  affected  to  them;  and 
there  is  one  expression  in  it,  for  which  it 
he  ftf/A,  that  th^  MeM»  w^uld  be  foced 


10  yield  to  the  just  duMftnd  of  a  kmg  tad  mm 

opprc&&eU  people. 

"  IQth  June,  t19S. 

**  Sir ;— -It  Is  with  singular  setisfiMctioif 
tlie  cotutniltce  of  the  London  Correspond- 
ing botietv  received  your  letter:  they  are 
very  glad  to  see  tne  spirit  of  freedom 
spruiging  up  in  Birmingham;  and  tiicj 
make  no  doubt  but  that  the  zeal  of  yotir 
society,  and  the  increase  of  your  numbers, 
will  soon  do  away  the  sti^ia  thrown  on 
your  town  by  the  unjustifiuXle  behaviour  of 
a  church  and  king[  mob.  Wc  are  entirelj 
of  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the  neceih 
sity  of  a  general  union  ;  and  wc  bf  licvp,  as 
vou  do,  that  when  once  the  country  shall 
nave  so  united,  the  Neros  of  the  diy  wiR 
be  forced  to  yield  to  the  ']uA  demand  pf  a 
long  and  sore  oppressed  people. 

•<^With  pleasure  we  accept  your  proffered 
correspondence,  and  earnestly  beg  of  yoo 
to  let  us  iii  Hi  from  your  society  by  cvrry 
opportunity.  We  wish  likewi^  you  wouid 
pomt  out  to  us  some  safe  mode  of  convey- 
ance  f<T  5tit  h  inforraalions  and  publications 
as  we  may  lliiuk  necessary  tu  be  trana* 
niitte<)  to  you.  The  post  we  tM»  wns  relj 
on,  as  ni:iny  of  our  letters  have  m^l^ 
beeo  intercepted. 

**  If  any  of  the  ncnibers  of  your  society 
should  have  occasion  to  visit  this  metro* 
polls,  we  hope  you  will  not  let  him  come 
without  a  letter  from  vou,  and  that  while 
they  stay  here  they  will  frequently  assist  at 
the  meetings  of  our  several  divisions,  and 
by  thus  associating,  commcQce  an  union 
which  we  hope  soon  to  see  spread  itself  aU 
over  Dritain. 

*'  \\^  will  not  enter  into  a  detail  of  our 
grievances;  %re  ate  equally  well  inlbnned 
llicrcon,  and  all  alike  thoroughly  con- 
vinced, that  nothing  short  of  annual  par- 
liaments and  universal  suffiragc  can  restore 
to  us  that  degree  of  civil  ItterQr  we  are 
Justly  entitled  lo^  fcc  &c. 

•*  M.  M.  c. 

«T.H.-,— a. 

"  To  Mr.  T.  Kilroiii-tfr,  secrt  tary  to 
the  Birmingham  Society  tur  Con- 
atitulional  InlbTiiiatiQii.^ 

They  neit  feed  a  letter  fiNMS  Hardy,  dated 

the  5lh  of  October,  179?,  which  was  found 
among  Skirving^  papers,  at  Edinburgh;  it 
proposes  to  him,  to  recommend  to  the  Lon- 
don Corresponding  Society,  to  send  delegates 
to  the  British  Convention  at  ¥.dinhur«(i ;  it 
states  that  he  had  cumraunirated  ihe  irlea 
wf  tiie  British  Convention  to  Marcarot,  who 
very  m»»ch  :i|»provrd  of  it ;  but  that  he  had 
mentioned  it  to  uobody  else;  be  wtsbcd 
Skinrinc  to  write  an  official  lellsr  to  the  so* 
ciely  ;  out  to  take  no  notice  uf  the  letter  whtrh 
Hardy  bad  writen  to  him  j  and  he  had  no 
douhtbutthatdeleBateswwildheeewt  this 
was  a  very  materiaT letter  in  the  former  trial ; 
oot^iif  sow  ttniB  HfOB  the  manner  and 
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style  of  il ;  but  it  seems  probable,  that  the 
occasion  of  the  dele^Mes  being  sent  from 
England  wa?,  the  original  application  to  the 
London  Corresponding  Society,  from  Scotland, 
through  the  interfuence  cff  Hardy. 

They  then  read  a  paper,  found  upon  Skirv- 
ing,  purporting  to  be  a  certificate  of  Mar- 
garot's  and  Geneld's  delegation.  The  only 
material  circumstance  is,  that  the  certificate 
expresses  that  they  are  delegates  to  this  con- 
vention, for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  reform 
In  the  parliamentary  representation  of  the 
people  of  Great  Britain ;  which,  upon  the 
face  of  it  does  not  appear  objectionable. 

Upon  the  eighth  of  November,  1793,  at 
a  meeting  of  the  London  Constitutional  So- 
ciety, Mr.  Tooke  being  present,  letters  were 
IVM  firom  the  societies  et  Slieffield,  Leeds, 
Mid  MnninglW" ,  in  answer  to  the  secretary's 
letter,  ofme  twenty-eighth  of  last  month; 
these  were  found  among  Adems's  ptficrs. 
The  Sheffield  letter  will  be  tewl  to 

[FMfc  p.  Sl«  of  this  Voimne.] 

They  read  then  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
vention in  Scotland,  m  order  to  iliow,  that 
Ibis  Matthew  Campbell  Brown  had  acted  a» 
a  delegate  from  Leeds,  and  it  did  appear, 
by  thcbc  proceeding?,  that  he  had  so  acted. 

They  then  produce  a  letter  found  upon 
Adijns,  from  the  Leeds  Societjr,  dated  the 
fifth  of  November,  1793,  expressing  their  sa- 
tisfaction at  hearing  that  the  Constitutional 
Society  had  sent  delegates :  there  seems  to 
be  nothing  more  in  that  letter,  and  therefore 
it  need  not  be  read. 

Mr.  Walbh  then  produced,  from  among 
Saint's  papers,  at  Norwich,  a  letter,  dated  the 
twenty-third  of  November,  1793,  from  Hardy, 
to  the  Norwich  society  -,  it  speaks  of  the  Lou- 
don Corresponding  Society  having  been  in- 
formed of  the  convention,  and  their  having 
sent  delegates  to  it,  and  of  the  Constitutional 


a  letter  from  Sinclair  to  Adams,  dated  the 
seventh  of  Nofember,  1793  ;  it  speaks  of  his. 
acting  in  union  with  the  delegates  of  the 
LondonCorrespondingSociety.andit  speaks  of 
the  fears  of  the  boroughmongers  being  greater 
there  than  in  England  ;  and  it  says,  it  there 
were  twenty  delegates  to  come  from  £ngUnd» 
it  would  produee  three  times  tbe  number 
from  thence ;  these  expressions.  fears  of  the 
«  boroughmongers,"  rather  seem  to  favour 
the  idea  of  its  oeing  a  parliamentary  reform 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  these  people 
were  pursuing,  because  thai  would  more  im- 
mediately aQect  t>oruughmongers  thau  auy 
body  else.  It  is  not  very  easy  to  rscoaeifc 
this  expresdon  with  a  reform  of  another  na- 
ture, in  which  all  consideration  of  boroughs 
would,  as  it  should  seem,  be  out  of  the  casei 

They  then  read  a  letter  from  Sinclair,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Com»titutional  Society,  of  the 
twelfth  of  November,  1793,.  which  desina 
that  society  to  appoint  a  secret  and  select 
committee,  to  receive  communications  from 
him,  with  power  to  answer  his  letters:  it 
speaks  of  his  being  upon  his  post  at  Edin- 
burgh, and  desires  that  the  publications  of  the 
society  may  be  sent  down  to  him.  This  has 
a  more  senous  aspect,  because,  desiring  a  se- 
cret and  select  committee  to  be  appointed  to 
receive  his  communications,  looks  as  if  some* 
thing  very  secret  and  select  was  to  be  eon- 
municated,  not  coming  within  the  notion  of 
the  proceedings  of  delexates,  appointed  4o 
procure  parliamentary  reform,  in  any  regular 
course. 

The  next  is  a  letter  from  Skirving,  which 
purports  10  be  a  circular  letter,  which  was 
found  in  the  hands  of  Adams ;  it  iufornas  the 
persons  to  whom  it  was  sent,  that  delegates 
nad  arrived  at  Edinburgh,  from  Xioodon ;  that 
delegates  from  the  other  societies  in  England 
were  then  upon  the  road,  and  would  soun  also 
be  there,  to  wait  u(>on  the  Friends  of  the  Feo- 
Society  a&>  having  sent  dclegrites,  that  this  |  pie,  to  estsblish  an  indissoluble umon  between 


measure  had  diffiised  spirit  and  resolution 
through  the  societies  in  Scotland,  and  that 
there  was  a  prospect  of  an  entire  union;  it 
also  states  tne  expectations  of  the  society, 
thai  those  to  whom  he  was  addressing  him- 
self would  join  in  this  grand  federation 
and,  I  think,  it  was  more  tor  the  sake  of  that 
word  than  any  thing  else  veiy  malerialy  that 
this  was  read. 

On  tlie  nith  of  December,  1793,  there  was 
a  meeting  of  the  (  onsiitutional  Society,  at 


the  two  countrie>  ;  and  though  the  delegates 
had  adjourned,  alter  having  met  upon  the 
first  ol  November,  he  takes  upon  him  to 
recall  them ;  and  this  is  a  circular  letter  ibr 
that  purpose :  I  think  this  need  not  he  read. 

GumcU  then  produced  a  letter  found  in 
Ilwdy'a  possession,  of  the  twenty-fourth  of 
January,  1704,  from  Margarot,  in  the  To[- 
booth,  to  liardy  :  he  says  that  letter  i^  to  ^ 
considered  as  a  private  letter,  but  with  liberty 
to  show  it  to  any  person  where  it  can  be 


which  Mr.  iioruc  iooke  was  present.  Tliey  i  made  use  of:  he  says  the  Sheflield  people  are 
read  a  letter  from  Sinclair,  their  delegate  to  |  more  in  earnest  than  the  London  people: 


the  convention  at  Eclinburgh,  dated  the 
seventh  of  November,  and  another  dated  the 


then  he  mentions  one  circumstance  more 
material ;  he  says,  that  armed  associations 


twdfth  of  November:  they  resolved  that  |  arc  now  set  on  foot  by  the  rich,  why  sh<mid 
there  should  be  a  general  meeting  called  the  !  not  the  poor  do  the  same.  This  man  was  a 
second  Friday  in  January,  for  the  purpose  of  delegate  from  Shefheld  as  well  as  from  Lon- 
considering  the  important  letters  received  don;  you  recollect  the  circumstance  of  the 
firom  Sincmir ;  a  conunittee  was  appointed  to  j  Sheffield  pikes  breaking  out,  I  think,  in  the 
conetpond  with  him.  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  '  month  of  March  or  April ;  whether  this  bint 
not  one  of  that  committee.  i  has  any  connexion  with  the  circumstance  of 

Mneleaolben  produced  fiemAdans's  papers  |  the  Sheffield  pikes,  may  be  weitl^  of  cqmn 
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deration:  he  speaks  vehemently,   he  asks  | 
wlu  tlirr  they  will  stretch  forth  their  nrrk--,  [ 
like  lambs,  to  Uie  butcher's  kniiie,  ami  wiU 
like  them  bleat  under  it :  thi«  seems  to  me 
to  be  all  that  arises  iipor.  that  letter. 

They  ibeii  call  otte  WtUituna^  to  prove  a 
paper  produced  to  be  of  the  hand-wnting  of 
Thelwall,  who  is  one  of  the  persons  upon  this 
committee  of  correspondence  and  co-opcra- 
Uon,  which  is  the  immediate  ground-work  of 
the  present  charge.  It  is  a  letter  addressed 
to  citizen  Jack  Vellam;  that  letter  it  will  be 
necessary  to  read. 

[Pif/f  p.  221  ol  this  Volume.] 

Gentlemen,  one  observation  in  lavour  of 
the  prisoner  ought  t*  be  made  upon  this 
letter;  it  is,  that  Thclwall's  sayinp  that  Mr. 
Tooke  partly  prepared  these  resolutions,  is 
m>t  properly  evidence  to  prove  that  ract 
egMOat  Mr.  Home  Tooke ;  it  proves  that  this 
mab  understood  it  so,  and  ■a<^  ngain'st  him  it 
ifievidencC)  hut  it  docs  not  iiiauunt  to  evidence 
of  the  fact  against  Mr.  Tooke. 

Upon  the  twenty-first  of  March,  1794, 
there  was  another  meeting  of  the  Coostitu* 
tiooal  Society,  when  Mr.  Tooke  was  present; 
it  -w  i  -  tlien  resolved  unanimously,  to  write  to 
the  .'^hefiield  Society,  to  thank  them  for  the 
proper  method  whlcli  they  hid  appointed  fiyr 
Iceeping  the  public  fast:  it  speaks  of  the  anni- 
versary dinner  of  the  Constitutional  Society 
being  appointed  for  the  second  of  May,  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor;  that  a  person,  described 
by  thpm  as  "  (  itiTPn  Wharton,"  was  to  take 
the  chair ;  and  tliut  other  persons,  described 
as  cHiMm,  were  to  be  the  stewards.  This 
Bpprnr"5  To  me  to  be  the  first  lime  that  the 
term  citizen  was  used  in  the  Constitutional 
Society ;  a«id  it  maydeaerve  yourattentbn, 
Gentlemen,  that,  upon  the  twenty-eighth  of 
March,  1794,  at  a  meeting  of  this  society,  Mr. 
Tooke  beine  present,  a  letter  from  the  London 
Corresponding  Society  was  entered  upon  the 
books,  dated  the  t%ventv-seveTrth  of  March, 
which  transmits  the  resolution  of  the  London 
Corresponding  Society  for  a  conventiou:  that 
knermoilberetd. 

March  27<A,  IT94. 
To  the  Seeretary  of  the  Society  for 

Constitutional  Information. 

**  Citiaens; — I  am  directed,  by  the 
Londoa  Correeponding  Sodety,  to  transmit 

the  fullowing  resolutions  to  L'.ic  Society  for 
Constitutional  Informafion,  and  to  request 

.  the  sentiments  of  that  society,  respecting 
the  important  measures  wfaien  the  present 
juncture  of  affairs  seems  to  require. 

*'  The  London  Corresponding  Society 
conceives,  that  the  moment  is  arrived  when 
a  full  and  explicit  declaration  is  necessary 

.  irom  all  the  friends  of  freedom, — VV  hcUier 
the  late  illegal  and  unheard^ prmceutioos 
and  sentences  shall  determine  us  to  abandon 
our  cause,  or  shall  excite  us  to  pursue  a 
ndieal  relorm,  with  an  ardour  proportioned 
to  ibe  flncnitiidf  of  the  object,  and  with  a 


zeal  at  Mttin^uUhcdf  on  mir  part?,  as  the 

trencher y  ofoihen,  iu  the  same  glorious 
cause,  is  notoriout.  The  SocieU  for  Consti- 
tutional Inibrmation  is  thererore  re()uir«l 

to  determine,  whether  or  no  they  will  be 
ready,  when  called  upon,  to  act  in  "coniunc- 
tion  with  this  and  other  societies,  to  obtain 
a  fair  representation  of  the  people. — Whe* 
ther  Ihey  concur  with  us  in  seeing?  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  ^perc/y  contention,  for  tlie  pur- 
pose of  obtaining,  in  a  constitutional  and 
legal  method,  a  redress  of  those  criev^inces 
under  which  we,  at  present,  labour,  and 
which  can  only  be  eBectoally  removed  by 
a  full  and  fair  represcnratinn  of  the  Ptople 
of  (jrcat  Britain.    The  London  Corres- 
ponding Society  cannot  but  remind  their 
tricnd-,  that  the  present  crisis  decnands  all 
the  prudence,  unanimity,  and  vigour,  that 
ever  mayor  can  be  exerted  by  Mem  and 
Britons;  nor  do  they  doubt,  but  whil 
manly  firmness  and  con<itancy  will  finally, 
and  they  believe  shortly,  tkrhi.nate  in  the 
full  accomplishment  of  all  their  wishei. 
I  am,  fellow  citizen  (in  my  humble  BM^ 
sure),  a  friend  to  the  rishts  of  man, 
Signed)        T.  HAaoT,  secretary.'* 
"Resolved  unanimously,  l^t,  That  dear 
as  J USTICE  and  Libeett  are  to  Britons,  yet 
the  Talue  of  tliem  is  comparatively  small, 
without  a  dependeni  e  on  their  permanency; 
and  there  can  be  no  security  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  any  Rights  but  iu  lqual  Laws. 

3nd,  That  e(]nal  laws  can  never  be  ea- 
pected,  but  by  a  lull  an  1  fiir  representation 
of  the  people. — To  obtaui  which,  in  the 
way  pom  ted  out  by  the  constitution,  has 
been  and  is  the  sole  object  of  this  society. 
— Tor  this  we  are  read^  to  hazard  evenr 
thing ;  and  never,  but  wi^  our  lives,  wul 
wc  rclin(juish  an  object  which  involves  the 
happine&s,  or  even  the  poUUcal  existence  of 
oursehres  and  posterity. 

"  3rd,  That  it  is  the  decided  opinion  of 
this  soc  !r»\ ,  that,  to  secure  ourselves  from 
future  illegal  and  scandalous  prosecutions, 
to  preteota  repetition  of  wicked  and  unjust 
sentences,  and  to  recall  those  wise  and 
wholesome  laws  that  have  been  wrested 
from  us,  and  of  which  scarcely  a  vestige 
remains;  there  ought  to  he  immediately 
CoNVEKTiO}!  of  the  People,  by  delegates, 
deputed  for  that  purpose,  from  the  dimrent 
societies  of  the  Friends  of  Frudomj  assem- 
bled in  the  vnr'ous  parts  of  this  nation. 
And  we  pledge  ourselves  to  the  pubUc,  to 
pursue  every'lcgal  method  speBoilj  tn  ae- 
compli-ih  so  desirable  a  purpose. 

'*  1'.  8.  I  have  to  inform  ^ou,  that  a 
ccneral  niceiini;  of  the  society  will  he 
holden  on  Monday,  the  l  *tli  of  Ajiril,  the 
place  to  be  announced  by  pubhc  adveruse- 
ment. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  fit  and  proper, 
and  the  duty  ol  this  society,  to  send  an 
answer  to  the  London  Co.  responding  So- 
ciety. 
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"  Ordered,  Thftt  llie  secretar^r  acquaiDi 

the  London  Corresponding  Society,  thai 
we  have  reccivciJ  ihcir  communication, 
aad  heartily  cuncur  wifh  them  in  the  ob- 
jeets  tlicy  have  in  view  :  and  that,  for  the 
IHupose  oi  a  more  speedy  and  eftiectual  co 
opmtioki,  we  invite  tliem  to  send  to  tliii 
society,  next  Fridrty  evening,  O  dolegik^ll 
of  sonic  of  their  nicmbers." 

The  next  was  a  paper  fotind  upon  Adams, 
a  lett^  from  Hardy,  transmitting  the  names 
of  five  ppr'ions  appointed  to  hold  a  conference 
with  the  members  of  the  Constitutional  So- 
ciety, namely  Moore,  Baxter,  Tbclwall,  Hodg- 
sOOy  and  Lovett. 

Atomeeting  of  the  Constitutional  Society, 
WHm  the  i'uvalh  of  April,  17 94,  at  which  Mr. 
looke  appears  by  the  books  to  have  been 
present,  that  letter  was  r  ad,  nu\  a  committee 
of  correspoadence  was  appointed,  of  which 
tfr.Tookewas  one,  to  meet  those  fienons 
l^poinled  from  ll>c  Corrcs|»onding  Society. 

Upon  the  eleventh  of  Afiril,  179i,  at  a 
meeting,  when  Mr.  Tooke  was  also  stated 
upon  the  book  to  be  present,  and  albo  Ilardy, 
there  is  a  report  of  the  result  of  that  con- 
ference made  by  Mr.  Joyce  ;  that  report  must 
be  read. 

Mr.  Jovce  made  the  report  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  delegates  of  the  London  Corres- 
ponding Society,  for  the  purpose  of  this 
society  CO  operating  with  the  L-oudon  Cor- 
responding Society,  and  that  they  had  come 
touie  following  resoluiions : 

**  1st,  Resolved.  That  it  appears  to  this 
committee  very  desirable  that  a  general 
'  mectinEj  or  convention  of  the  friends  of 
liberty,  should  be  called  for  the  purpose  ol 
taking  into  eonsideration  the  proper  ne- 
\ho(]^  of  Dfiriiinin!^  a  fbli ood  fturrepxnei^ 
tation  of  the  |icople. 

**  4nd,  Resolved,  That  it  is  recommended 
tO'  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Informa- 
tion, and  the  London  Cnrrespondin;^  So- 
ciety, to  in»lttutc  a  regular  and  pressing 
sorrttpDodenoe  flilh  all  those  ports  of  the 
fountry  where  '^urh  measures  may  be 
likely  to  be  f  rontoted,  not  only  to  instigate 
the  Acieties  already  formed,  bat  to  en* 
dcavour  also  to  produce  ^uv]i  other  asso- 
ciations as  mav  farther  the  general  otyect. 

**  Srd,  Resolved,  Tl;at  it  appears  to  this 
committee,  that  the  general  object  will  be 
much  promoted,  if  a  standing  committee  of 
co-operation  between  the  two  M)cietic8  were 
estnli  therf,  Ibr  the  purpose  of  holding  per- 
sonal communication  with  such  members 
of  siiniiar  societies  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  as  may  occasionally  be  in  London, 
and  who  mny  be  authorized  ly  their  re;,- 
to  act  with  such 


pecttve  societies 


com- 


*  Read  the  foUowiog  letter  from  the 

to  Itai  ImJm  Cotrespoodiog 


"  Apra  10,  irw. 

**  Citizen I  am  OTdcrcd  hy  the  com- 
mittee of  delegates  of  ti  ie  l/mdoo  Corres- 
ponding Society,  to  inform  the  Soeie^  for 
Constitutional  Information,  that  they  a^ 
prove  of  the  resolutions  of  the  committoo 
of  conference; 

*  Therefore,  the  London  Corresponding 
Society  have  chosen  Matthew  Moore,  John 
Yhdwall,  John  BOxtcr,  Richard  Hodgson, 
aiKl  John  Lovett,  to  put  in  practice  imme- 
diatelj  the  secoiKl  and  thira  lesohitions  of 
that  committee. 

(Signed)     **  Thomas  HaasT,  tecrelaij. 

**  D.  Adams,  sccrctaty  to  the  5>ociely  foo 
Constitutional  Information." 

"  Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  com. 
mittcc  of  dele^tes  from  the  I^ndon  Cor> 
responding  Saciety,  and  of  this  aodoigry  bO 
entered  in  the  books  of  this  society. 

1st,  Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this 
society  very  desirable,  that  a  general  meet- 
ing of the  friend h  ofliberty  should  be  caHed, 
for  the  purpose  ot  tafcii^  into  coosidenOion 
the  proper  methods  of  ohtidnmf  a  Ml  arid 
fiiir  rcprc'-LMitiition  of  the  people. 

**  Snd,  Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  tbia 
soeiety,  that  the  genera]  object  will  be  modi 
promoted  if  a  standine  committee  <^  co- 
operation were  established,  for  the  purpo*© 
ot  hoidms  personal  communi(»lion  with 
sueh  menobertof  siarihr  ■wktieoin  other 
parts  of  the  cotintrv  a?  mrty  occasionally 
be  m  London,  and  who  may  authonzsd 
by  their  respectite  soeieHas  to  nsl'  «Mi 
committees. 

"  3rd,  Resolved,  That  the  conunittee  ol 
correspoHdsnco  already  appointed  by  this 
society,  be  the  omunittee  for  co- operation 
and  communication  arilh  the  ooHMMllMt 
of  other  societies. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  secretary  be  desired 
to  send  a  letter  to  the  London  CorrespoiKl. 
ing  Society^  acq^uainliag  them  with  the 
members  of  thtOsoeiety  appohilad  fOcHftr 
with  them. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jognce  be  requested 
to  oeeMr  df  tHooffico  of  secretary  of  Hw 
committee  of  conTspondence. 

"  Mr.  Jo^ce  being  prescDt,  accqrtod  of 
the  said  omeo.'' 

Oenltcfnen,'  tor  wffl  fosQUoet,  fhrt  q^ob 

the  evidence  or  Mr.  Adams,  it  seemed  to  be 
proved,  that  tfaongh  Mr.  Home  Tooke'sname 
IS  set  down  as  if  he  had  been  present  at  the 
appoiiftinent  df  the  Committee  of  Coriespon- 
denize,  snd  al«*o  prf«»ent  at  the  tkne  of  the 
report  of  the  result  ot  tlie  conference,  that  in 
foct  it  wasa  mistafce;  for  he  wasnot  'p^estett 
that  he  WCTit  away.  Upon  thr<-  part' of  the 
prosecution,  in  order  to  tix  upon  Mr.  Hokoo 
iMetbonowIedge  of,  and  assetft'tcTilfosa 
measures,  whether  he  actuaHy  pr«en^  aM 
the  time  that  they  appear  to  have  passed,  oc 
was  not  present, ' 
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have  Mr.  Tooke's  htndtwrftififf  to  H  in 

serefal  pliice^,  whkli  purports  to  he  a  minute 
of  tbe  resolution,  as  it  was  delivered  in  by 
Mr.  Joyce,  and  to  have  certain  alterations 
made  in  it,  by  means  of  drawing  a  circle  round 
particular  wore!*;,  which  adapted  it  tothr  et^te 
m  which  it  appeared  un  the  books  of  ttie  so- 
ciety, as  a  resolution  of  the  society:  and  if 
that  is  satisfactorily  provrfl  to  yon,  untloirlji- 
edJy  that  paper,  having  so  much  of  Mr.  Uorue 
•Tooke*s  hond  writing  in  it,  is  evidence  of  his 
Jcnowled^e,  of  his  participation,  and  of  his 
consent  to  the  measure,  whether  he  actually 
was  present,  or  was  not  present :  that  paper 
vms  Handed  to  you  at  the  thne  it  was  nad, 
there  fore  it  ran  iiMdly  be  neccBSMy  to  Iwve 
it  read  a(;aui. 

Mr.  Ai»cieaii  then  produced  irom  among 
Adaras's  pupors,  a  paper  which  Grant  proves 
to  be  of  Hardy's  band-writing.  This  is  only 
to  coofirm,  and  to  strengthen,  this  part  of  the 
evidence  of  the  transactions  between  the  two 
societies,  upon  the  fourth,  and  upon  the  ele- 
venth of  April,  and  upon  the  twenty-eighth 
of  March:  this  is  Hardy's  letter  to  Adams 
upon  the  suhject,  which  wr"?  r n'ered  upon 
the  eleventh  of  April,  and  whicli  has  been 
read  to  yoii.  • 

They  then  produce  from  amonj^  papers  in 
the  possession  of  Saint,  at  Norwich,  a  paper 
signed  «*  Thomas  Hardy,'*  which  purports  to 
be  a  circular  letter,  and  they  produced  a 
bundle  of  these  papers,  also  purporting  to  be 
circular  letters  found  at  Haray's  bouse<:  that 
circular  jetter  it  will  be  proper  to  read. 

"Citizens! — 'Ihe  critiral  moment  is  ar- 
rived, and  Britons  must  eitlicr  assert  with 
Mai  aod  firmnese  their  claims  to  liberty,  or 
yield  without  resistance,  to  the  chains  that 
mioistenai  usurpation  is  forging  for  them. 
Will  you  co-operate  with  uh  iu  tiie  only 
paanaWa  measure  that  now  presents  itself 
with  any  prospect  of  TOccess  ?  Wc  need 
not  intimate  to  you,  that  notwithstanding 
the  unpandleled  audacity  of  a  corrupt  and 
ovrrVii-jrini:  tnrti'in,  which  at  present 
tramples  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
people,  our  meetings  cannot  in  England  be 
interrupted  without  the  previotis  adoption 
of  a  convention  hill,  a  measure  it  i»i  our 
duty  tu  anticipate,  tliai  Uie  ties  of  union 
smy  be  more  firmly  drawn,  and  the  senti- 
nient«<  and  virv?  of  the  different  societies 
throu^hotit  the  nation  be  compared,  while 
it  yet  in  OUT  power,  so  as  to  girideand 
direct  the  future  operations  of  the  friends 
to  freedom  House  then  to  one  exertion 
more ;  and  let  us  show  our  con.sciousness 
of  this  important  truth  :  *  If  we  are  to  be 

•  beaten  down  with  threat'-,  5ir(»;f.rutions, 
-*  aod  ill^al  t^ntences,  we  are  unworthy — 

*  «n  are  incafiafale  of  liberty.'  We  must, 
-l»wevrr,  he  expeditious:  Hessians  and 
Ukiastrians  arc  already  amoa^  us  !  aod,  if 
^tamely submit,  a elotid  oT these  armed 
barbarians  may  sliortly  be  poo  red  in  upon 
us :  let  us  form  then  aovtber  British  Con- 

VOL.  XXV. 


mlion ;  we  havea  eentml  sitamon  m  OOP 

view,  whifh  wc  believe  wouM  hf  most  con- 
venient for  the  whole  island:  but  which 
we  forbnr  to  n>cntion  (intreating  your  con* 
fidence  in  this  >iarttctilar)  tiU  we  nave  the 
answer  of  the  '.orif  tics  with  which  wc  are 
in  correspuodencc.  I.et  us  have  your 
answer  then,  by  the  '..'Oih  at  &rthM^ 
earlier,  if  possible,  whether  you  approve  of 
the  measure,  aod  bow  many  deletes  vou 
can  send,  with  the  number  also,  it  posnme, 
of  your  societies. — We  remain  yours,  in 
civic  atlcction  the  liondoo  Correspoodua§ 
Society. 

TaoMAs  Kabdy,  ieecalai7. 

"  For  the  m^Mgament  of  this  business 

wc  have  appointed  a  secret  committee; 
you  will  Judge  bow  far  it  is  necessary  for 
you  to  do  the  aame.^ 

Gentlemen,  it  is  to  be  obierred  upon  thb 
circular  letter,  that  the  language  of  it  is,  as  if 

the  Convention  that  was  to  be  held,  was  to 
be  a  peaceable  measure,  for  be  speaks  cl  it  as 
the  only  peaceable  measure,  that  now 
presents  itself  with  any  prospect  of  suc- 
cejM.  He  certainly  acc}mpanies  this  peace- 
able measure,  with  an  introdnetion  which 
supposes  a  great  deal  of  violence  to  be  re> 
sistcd,  some  way  or  other,  by  those  persons 
who  were  to  meet  in  this  manner ;  for  it  sa^s, 
that  "  Hcasians  and  Austrians  arc  cominf 
amons::  ti<  ;  if'  wo  tamrly  sulimit,  a  cloud  oT 
these  anutU  harbariaui  may  shortly  be  poured 
in  upon  us."  What  a  peaceable  convention 
was  to  do  in  sucli  a  rase  one  does  not  readily 
see.  With  regard  to  the  manner  of  conduct- 
ing of  it,  the  aflectation  of  secrecy,  and  re- 
commending a  secret  committee  to  them 
likewise,  gives  the  measure  an  air  of  great 
importance,  and  necessarily  tends  to  create  a 
certain  degree  of  suspicion;  how  much,  yon 
will  judge  of  from  tlie  general  context  of  the 
evidence.  It  appear^,  by  papers  found  upon 
Hardv,  that  this  circular  letter  had  been 
issued;  the  date  of  it  docs  not  appear;  I 
suppose  tliey  were  tilled  up  as  they  were 
sent  It  appears  that  there  was  a  letter  of 
the  ninth  of  April,  1794,  from  Alexander 
!Mitehcll.  dated  btralhaven,  addressed  to 
llurdy,  which  purports  to  be  an  answer  to  this 
I  circular  letter;  it  speaks  of  their  agreeing  for 
\  their  societies  to  appoint  a  delegate,  and  that 
Ihey  had  appointed  a  secret  committee  to 
conduct  the  business.— Dainty  with  reference 
to  the  coulcnls  of  that  circular  letter. 

Walsh  produced  a  letter,  found  at  Saint's 
at  Norwictt,  dated  the  twenty-lburth  of  Fo- 
j  bruary,  1791,  which  purports  to  he  an  account 
.  of  a  freneral  mectiru;  of  the  delegates  at 
j  Norwicti,  and  a  resoiuUuu  U>  Mod  acle^tes 
i  to  this  convention. 

Giirnell  then  produced,  fntm  -xrw^vfi  Hardy's 
papers,  a  letter  from  Cociibuni,  ot  brislol,  to 
Hardy ;  aod  he  approved  of  this  Convention* 
Tiiey  then  read  a  letter  fnun  NewcastlRw 
upon-  fyne  to  Hardy,  of  the  iweiity-tourlh 
'i  b 
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their  societies-i-of  tti«ir  having  aristocralic 
magistrates,  who  interrupted  them  :  it  then 
s^s,  that  the  writer  bo^s  "  that  tiic  hydra 
«f  tyranny  and  imposition  may  aoon  fall 
under  the  guillotine  of  truth  and  rea'^on."  To 
this  letter  there  is  an  aoswer,  which  is  in 
evidence,  direeted  as  the  leMer  deiirod  it 
might  be  directed :  that  answer  it  will  be 
proper  to  read,  as  well  for  the  other  contents, 
Meauie  H  echoes  huk  thtt  eipwisioii 
hoping  that  the  hydra  of  tyrannj  and  imposi- 
tion may  soon  fall  under  ths  gUilhrtiiw  of 
truth  and  reason. 

«*  lU  May,  1794. 
"  Otiaen It  is  with  pleasure  the  Lon- 
don Corresponding  Society  hear  that  a 
society  on  a  similar  plan,  and  with  the  same 
patri<mc  otgrets  in  view,  is  lilcely  to  be 
established  at  Newcasilo-upon-Tyne.  If 
ever  a  crisis  arrived  that  required  the  exer- 
tions of  the  people  to  slop  the  torrent  of 
QOtruption,  infamy,  and  despotism  that 
seems  likely  to  overwhelm  them,  it  is  the 
present.  In  God's  name,  then,  let  us  use 
these  esertSons.    We  are  called  upon  by 

'  CVOry  Uiing  that  is  dear  to  us,  as  men  and  as 
Chnstians.  Tlie  cause  of  truth  and  liberty 
must  finally  be  omnipotent;  therefore 
doubt  not  that  the  glorious  reign  of  liberty 
nnd  etjuality  will  ere  long  be  established  ; 
and  modern  governments,  with  every  aopcn- 
dageof  wickedness  and  corruption,  will  flee, 
in  time,  from  their  genial  infliirncc,  as 
Leasts  of  orey  to  their  dens  of  rapine  and 
darkness  from  the  rising  sun.  The  London 
Corresponding  Society  have  beheld  with 
indignation  the  rapid  advances  of  despotism 
in  uritain,  and  arc  ready  cordially  to  unite 
with  every  other  society  in  the  three  king- 
doms, who  have  for  their  object  a  full  and 
effectual  representation  of  the  people;  they 

.  ^eiefore  have  deputed  six  of  their  members 
to  meet  six  of  the  members  of  the  Society 
^r  Constitutional  Information,  to  form  a 
committee  of  correspondenci  and  co*opefa^ 
tion.  This  committee  meets  rc^larly 
twice  a  week,  at  No.  2,  Beaufort  Buildings, 
Strand,  where  any  member  delcj^atcd  by 
your  society  will  nieet  with  every  mfonna^ 
tion  required.  We  inclose  you  a  few  of  our 
absolutions  entered  into  at  our  general 
meeting,  on  the  14th  of  April,  which  will 
be  sufficiently  explanatory  of  our  sentiments 
and  views.  We  heartily  unite  with  you  in 
wisliin^  that  the  hydra  of  tyranny  and 

.  imposition  may  soon  fall  under  the  giullo- 
tine  of  truth  and  reason." 

The  next  pi  ere  of  evidence  is  a  paper  taken 
from  Uie  person  of  Tbelwali,  wbicb  imports 
to  be  a  letter  from  Broombead,  of  Sheiield, 
to  Hardy ;  how  it  came  into  the  hands  of 
Tbelwali  is  difhcultto  be  collected.  It  speaks 
•Of  there  having  bem  a  meeting  at  Haltnut  in 
the  open  air--^  Ihare  Imving  l^en  a  meeting 
Hiwbicbil  «aa  Mnoied  thai  thave  should 


bi  delegates,  to  cpMider  of  asaiwai  fat 

holding  a  convention;  but  that  this  meeting 
bad  been  postponed*  till  tbqy  CflUki  b«iCitba 
opinion  of  Ilardy.  ' 

The  account  book  of  tha  iociolj  for  Coiv 
Btitutional  Information  was  produced;  and  it 
appears  that  there  was  paid,  by  oridar.  to 
Tbelwali,  six  guineas,  uoon  tba  ttoaapth  of 
March :  the  occasion  of  that  payment  appears 
by  a  Mper  found  on  Adams,  which  is  a  lett« 
from  Tbehiall  to  Adams :  the  paper  hqpna 
"  Citi/'-n  Adams;"  in  which  be  desina»af 
from  Mr.  Home  Toolte,  to  have  a  list  of  the 
CoostiUitioQal  Society;  and  also,  at  the 
request  of  Uw  tomo  person,  be  desires  that 
six  guineas  may  be  paid  to  him  for  printing 
the  last  twenty-five  hundred  addresses;  ana 
wbiob  sii  goiaaas  seam  to  have  baan  paid.^ 
From  the  date,' this  was  probably,  the  address 
voted  at  the  Globe  tavern  upon  Ina  tvanlklh 
of  January. 

Lauzun  then  produced  a  book,  found  at 
Hardy's, intituled,"  The  Fast  Day,  as  observed 
at  ShetUeld."  It  appears  by  the  book^tbat 
the  ConstituUoual  Society  had  approvad  af 
the  resolutions  of  the  Sheffield  Society  upon 
the  twcnW-first  of  March ;  and  it  also  appean 
that  the  Corresponding  Society  bad  approvad 
of  Uie  proceedings  wat  were  read  to  you 
befcnre,  and  the  manner  in  which  that  day  had 
been  employed.  I  believe  that  book  waa 
read ;  it  can  baldly  be  necessary  to  read  the 
whole  of  it  again  ;  the  lecture,  in  particular, 
ma^  be  oiuitled ;  it  was  a  very  indecent  cun>- 
panson«rf'tbesioaaf  Abab  with  our  sim^  and 
It  docs  not  lead  very  particularly  to  throw 
light  upon  the  present  sul^iacty  and  tbarafore 
the  reading  of  it  may  at  iiaU  ba  apaiod^  bM 
tba  ssiokiiuma  nwst  ba  laad. 


^  ReSOLTED  tTVAHIllOUSLr, 

«  1.  ThatWa^  tha  wretched 


of 


Courts,  is  a  System  of  Uapine  and  Blood, 
uuwuriiiy  of  rational  beioffs»  and  ailiBr^ir  re- 
puo^uant  to  tha  mttd  andbantnalaBlfnA- 
ciples  of  the  Christian  Religion. 

"  S.  Tliat  if  the  present  war,  be  a  war  of 
combined  kings  against  the  people  of 
Fiane^  to  overthrow  ihat  liberty  ariueh 
they  are  struggling  to  establish,  it  is,  in  our 
opiniou,  a  war  of  kbe  womi  diaijobciiJlluDd. 

"  S.  That  when  pabUe  FMto  and  Hmni- 
liations  are  orderea  with  the  same  breath, 
vbicb  (HMnrosnds  tbn  ahedibog  of  oceans 
of  Human  Blood*- Imarever  wn  m»9  an- 
swer the  purposes  of  Slate  Policy iiijhy 
arc  solemn  pro^tiUilions  of  lleligiop. 

"  4.  i  liat  the  landing  of  Heasian  troops 
in  this  country  (a  iNociaiisand  «npnBCK|dad 
horde  of  Butdma)  without  consent  of  par« 
liMuent,  has  a  auqpicimjs  and  "^'^rTirinff  ap- 
peamace,  ia  oantmy  to  Ika  a|Ml4i  our 
Constitution,  and  deserving  of  tba 
indignation  of  every  Englishman. 
5.  That  it  is  high  time  to  be 

ce  these  acmod  mMMiHli>#MJ 
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•  hAft  M  the  ereditB  if  bviacla  tbrougb- 

out  the  kingdom  may  only  have  been  an 

•  introductory  measure  to  tlie  iiliiog  theoi 
wilh  Vefri^jO  Mercenmcs. 

"  6.  That  the  high  and  free-born  minds 
of  Britons,  revolt  at  the  idea  of  such  a 
Slaviih  S^BleiByitid  cABOot  be  so  ftv  broken , 
•s  to  kiss  the  bMid  which  wouU  chain 
them  to  its  will. 

7.  That  Peace  and  Liberty  are  the  ofT- 
MiriDg  of  Heaven,  mA  thai  L^e  without 
^lem  is  a  burden. 

**  8.  Thai  the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting 
due  to  B«l  Stanhope,  for  hii  motion 
and  spirited  Speech  for  acknow]ed|^g  the 
French  Republic,  and  restoring  Peace  to  our 
llistressed  countiy;  for  his  motions  and 
mble  Speech  in  behalf  of  the  persecuted 
and  suffering  patriots,  Messrs.  Muir,  Pal- 
aver, Skirving,  and  Marg-arot,  in  which  he 
•oUjjr  atood  alone ;  and  also  for  the  whole 
of  his  truly  anini:ited  and  benevolent  exer- 
tions in  tuppoft  of  the  ifijured  Rigktt  of  ' the 


cm 


^9,  The  Thanks  of  this  Meeting  are 
mlso  due  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  for  his  nervous 
and  eloquent  Speeches  in  the  cause  of  in- 
jlNOd  Fatriotinn,  and  in  support  of  the 
Constitution ;  and  also  to  every  other 
Member  of  Parliament  who  has  nobly  stood 
fti  oMii  nt  this  important  crisis,  in  support 
«f  thi  CoMtitulMNMl  JUbMtim  of  Snglish- 

JO.  That  if  any  thing  had  been  neoes- 
eary  to  have  convinced  us  of  the  total  in- 
«fficacy  of  argument  against  a  Ministerial 
Minority,  the  decisions  which  have  lately 
mmm  pineo  in  PM'liaroent,  wouU  have  fully 
confirmed  our  opinion. 

"11.  That  therefore  the  people  have  no 
iMsedy  Ibr  their  grievances,  out  n  RE- 
FORM IN  PARLIAMENT— a  measure 
which  we  doiermioe  never  to  rdinquisb, 
though  wo  folknr  our  Brethren  in  the  tame 
nMontOwse  to  Balany  Bay. 

W.  CAMAG£»  Chairman.*' 

«XXlNDON  CORRESPONDING 
SOCIETY. 

M  UNITSD  FOR  A  REFORM  ur  PAR- 
LI  AM  ENT. 

**  Committee  Room,  March  20, 1794. 
**  RESOLVED,  That  the  Society  approve 
the  soitimcnts  contained  in  the  Serious 
Lectore  delivered  to  the  CONSTITU- 
TIONAL SOCIETY  at  SHEFFIELD,  on 
the  Mthof  loat  mooth^and  earnestly  re- 
commend it  to  the  perusal  of  all  who  think 
CIVIL  ond  RELIGIOUS  LIBERTY  a 


•Resolved,  That  the  Commanding  a 
GtmenU  ¥att,  for  the  purpose  of  imploring 
the  Divine  Father  of  Mercy  and  i'eacc  to  sup- 
portetnd  prosper  us  in  the  horrid  act  of  deii- 
Lfrttely  dtslroying  our  fellow-cTcalurcs,  is 
t^^ianl  to  the  uuc  spirii  and  principles 


of  Christiaoili',  where  we  are  commanded 
to  prfly  for  our  enemies,  &c.  And  further 
considerix]^  that  a  j;reat  part  of  the  PEO- 
PLE are  tmacouamted  with  the  naturo  of 
the  present  WAK,  either  as  to  its  justice  or 
neceuity  (every  endeavour  being  used  to 
keep  tHem  ienorant  of  real  principles 
and  design  for  which  it  was  commenced) 
to  approach  and  to  supplicate  the  Om  n  isc  i  E?f  t 
Power,  under  such  circumstances,  and  lur 
such  a  purpose,  must  indeed  be  modliil, 
since  knowledge  and  conviction  are  want- 
ing.—The  woTM  than  hypocritical  hearts  of 
tham  who  are  tho  Avikan  of  mch  n  mon- 
sure — although  they  at  ntHPt  impose 
upon  the  ignorant  and  creoulous,  by  such 
detestable,  such  pretended  show  of  devo- 
tion—cannot escape  the  chastisement  of 
tliat  Power,  whom  they  thus  infiult,  and 
from  whose  judgment  there  is  no  appeal. 

**  T.  Hamnr,  taqnttty." 

«  sociErr  voR  GONSTrnrnaNAL 

INRttMATKm. 

«  March  list,  1794. 
«  RESOLVED,  That  tho  SecreUry  of 
this  Society  be  directed  to  write  to  the 
FRIENDS  OF  PEACE  AND  REfORM 
AT  SHEFFIELD ;  and  to  assure  them,  that 
this  Society  views  with  pleasure,  their 
steady  esernotts  to  obtain  a  fiur  Represtn- 
talion  of  the  PEOPLE  of  Great  Britain  in 
parliament;  and  the  proper  melhods  which 
they  have  taken  to  employ  usejuUy  those 
days  which  mij  be  appointed  for  Public 
Fasts*  D.  Anaii^  oecreUiy.*' 

They  then  call  William  Broomhead,  who 
said  he  is  a  member  of  the  Sheffield  Society; 
that  he  was  secrelarv  for  the  last  five  months 
before  he  was  appreheaded ;  he  said  he  knew 
Mr.  Yorke,  who  was  occasionally  at  ShcfBcld; 
he  remembered  a  meeting  on  the  Casllc  ilitl, 
upon  the  seventli  of  April,  there  had  been  a 

?revious  meeting  between  himself,  Gale, 
orke,  and  some  few  others;  that  at  that 
meeting  certain  resolutions  were  drawn  up, 
and  it  was  settled  that  there  should  be  a  mo- 
tion to  petition  parliament,  which  was  to  be 
negatived,  and  he  was  ordered  to  make  the 
motion  accordingly  ;  he  did  make  it,  nobody 
seconded  it,  and  so  it  fell ;  he  could  not  say 
tluit  the  people,  when  it  was  moved,  said 
auy  thing  for  or  against  it,  for  that  the  people 
at  soch  meetings  generally  wait  tor  the  coun« 
tenance  of  their  leaders  ;  he  says  Yorke  made 
a  speech.  When  the  wiiocss  had  gone  tlius 
far,  they  produced  a  paper  found  npon  Adamo 
by  Maclean,  which  was  slwwn  to  the  witness 
aiid  he  said  that  this  paper  was  one  of  the 
number  of  printed  papers  which  he  had  sent 
up  in  a  box  to  Uardy ;  he  said  he  might  per- 
haps send  some  also  to  Adams,  fur  auy  thine 
he  knew,  but  he  did  remember  very  well 
sending  uif  papers  to  Hardy;  that  paper  con- 
tained the  proceedings  OB  the  CaiUo  Ujiii, 
Thai  muti  be  read. 
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'*  Proceediiig9  of  the  Public  Meeiiog. 

"  In  piTr^nnnccof  a  public  advcrliscnirnl, 
a  general  meeting  of  the  Friends  of  Jus- 
tice, liberty,  and  Humanity,  was  held,  at 
three  o'clock  on  Monday,  the  7th  of  April, 
1794,  onthcC.T^tlo-hill.in  Sheffield,  to  con- 
sider upon  the  }nojiriety  of  addressing  the 
king,  in  behalf  of  the  persecuted  patriots, 
citizens  Miiir,  Palmer,  Skirvln^.  Margarot, 
and  Gerraid ;  also  of  again  peliticQtog  the 
House  of  Cominotis  for  a  reronn  in  the  re- 
present it;  n  of  the  people,  and  to  deter- 
mine upou  the  propriety  of  petitioning  the 
]cio^»  for  the  totd  pod  unqualified  abontion 
of  negro  slavery 

"  Notwitli^^landingtlie  inclemency  of  the 
vrealhcr  (very  severe  rains  having  fallen 
until  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour  of  the 
appointed  time  of  meeting),  from  trn  to 
twelve  tliousand  people  were  assembled  on 
tbeocctskm. 

HENRY  YOBRE  having  been  toted  to 
theChttr, 

"  The  husiness  was  opened  by  reading 
tlic  following  Address  to  the  king,  in  behalf 
of  the  suffering  patriots : 

"  TO  THE  KING. 
.  *'  An  Address  from  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
I        Town  and  Neighbourhood  of  She6feld, 

•  in  the  County  of  York. 

**SiRr. ; — We,  the  undersigned,  being! 

'  warm  friends  ot  lilierty  and  the  rights  of  i 
man,  feel  onrscKt-s  tlt^'e[(ly  affected  by  the  | 
eentcnces  whit  h  h.ivc  liitely  been  passed  i 
in  your  majtsiys  tuurts  of  Scotland,  upon 

:  citizens  Muir,  Palmer,  Skirving,  Margaro^ 

>  and  Gcrrald.  I 
**  Had  these  men  been  reallv  guiltv  of 

;  ernnef,  their  punishment  shouta  doubtless 
have  been  proportionate  to  their  offences ; 
but,  80  Ut  from  considering  it  as  a  crime 
for  a  man  to  use  every  constitutional  means 
in  his  power  to  effect  a  reform  in  the  Com- 

•  mons  House  of  Parliament,  wc  think  that 
every  man  who  thus  exerts  himself,  de- 
serves well  of  hts  coitntiy;  since  we  are 
persnaded  t!i;it  nothing  short  of  tlic  actoni- 
plishmcnt  of  such  a  reform  will  restore 
peace  and  happiness  to  our  present  ag- 
grieved and  injured  nation. 

"  Wc  tnisted  also,  that  yonr  majesty 
entertained  the  same  opinion  wilii  us  of 
soeh  exalted  conduct,  from  your  maiesty's  | 
having  chosen  for  your  most  confidential 
servants  in  the  state,  men  who  iiad  singu  -  ' 
larly  di!^tingiiishcd  themselves  by  their  pa- 
triotic ( v  rtionsin  Iheeeuseof  parliamen- 
tary relorin : 

**  But  the  friends  of  these  sufferers  hav^ 
ing  brought  their  case  before  parliament, 
withoTil  producing  the  desired  effect — the 
pnncipal  of  these  very  servants  of  your 
m^esty  having  opposed  the  measure  with 
nU  his  coirupv  but  inoMstible  iaflueoM— 


rem 

seeing  no  other  resource,  wc  approach  your 
tnajcMv  in  this  address,  to  intreat  your  ma* 
jcsty  to  interfere  in  behalf  of  tlie^n  'wliom 
we  deem)  innocent  men,  with  that  power 
which  the  Brituh  eonstitiition  has  placed 
in  your  majesty,  of  pardoning  whtjin  your 
majesty  pleases — a  privilege  wiiich  is  some- 
times graciously  extended  even  to  real  aud 
palpable  criminals. 

"  Let  it  not  be  recorded  in  the  history  of 
this  country,  that  king  George  3rd,  or  any 
of  his  judges,  transported  men  for  fourUSen 
years,  because  they  had  dared  to  ?^pcalc 
the  same  words  upon  a  speculative  subject, 
which,  if  they  were  not  the  immedtate 
means  of  advancing  his  majesty's  then 
prime  minister  to  his  high  situation,  caused 
his  election  to  be  remarkably  popular:  let 
it  not  be  said,  that  men  of  (Nhication,  of 
refined  sentiments,  of  the  most  virtiiou* 
and  benevolent  characters,  were  severed 
from  their  dearest  connexions,  and  plunged 
into  dungeons  with  thieves  and  pro>titiitcs ; 
let  it  not  be  said,  that  fathers  were  torn 
from  their  wives  afid  children,  and  sons 
from  their  aged  parents,  because  they  had 
the  virttie  openly  to  condemn  the  acknow* 
ledgcd  corruptions  of  government,  and  to 
esert  every  peaceable  means  in  their  power 
to  remove  them  :  let  it  not  be  said,  that  it 
was  as  great  a  crime  to  speak  the  TBcn, 
as  to  be  guilty  of  rei-owT. 

"  But  rather,  0  king,  let  it  be  recorded, 
that  George  3rd  had  the  wisdom,  the  hu- 
manity, and  the  justice,  to  step  in  betwixt 
these  severe  and  cnid  sentences  and  thi^ 
execution. 

"  These  are  our  desires — these  our  plain 
sentiments.  We  know  thev  are  such  as 

your  majesty  isunaeni^tomed  to  hear  ;  but, 
jf  tliey  are  supported  by  truth  and  reason, 
suffer  not  the  uomeliness  of  our  manner  to 
offend  your  majesty.  We  are  plain  men, 
and  will  nnt  flatter  a  king.  If  our  wishr«i 
be  attended  to,  we  arc  persuaded  it  will,  iii 
some  good  degree,  hu>h  tlie  murmurs  which 
unreasonable  severity  in  a  government 
never  fails  to  excite ;  and  it  may  also  avert 
that  U^rm,  which  it  is  but  too  evident  has 
iong  been  awfnily  gathrrin^,  and  which 
may  burst  foftU  m  a  moment  when  your 
majesty  thinks  not." 

"  The  a<!drcss  being  read,  and  received 
with  rcpcuted  applauses,  Hknry  Yorke  ad- 
dressed the  mcctmg  in  support  of  tbe  mea- 
stire.  He  ohsmcd,  that  the  ran«e  for 
which  our  countrymen  were  now  suffering, 
was  the  same  as  bad  been  advocated  m  the 
year  17 G3,  hy  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Juke  of  Kich- 
mond,  and  other  men,  who  were  at  this 
time  pensioners  and  placemen  und^  the 
actual  government :  that  a  convention,  for 
thf  ptirpo^e  ol"  obtaining  n  parliamentary 
rctbriu,  had  been  held  at  the  Thatched 
House  TaveiOy  in  which  these  men  went  as 
^imtamum^  Ot  Bclad  aa  aaaiataiilas  than  it 
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utt  vfttel,  if  not  unjust,  to  punish  men  for 

following  the  example  which  those  in  power 
baU  set  tiieni.  The  question  was  nut  a 
^pMSlMMt  of  cmseiiirace,  but  of  right.— 1\ 

\nras  cut  nion'jh  to  s  iy,  l!rjit  the  people 
were  Jurmeri^  jeprt^^uled,  but  that  they 
haA  m  H^kt  to  be  represented  mh».  Did 
the  ministry,  therefore,  mean  to  assert, 
that  what  was  right  to-day,  was  wrong  to* 
morrow  f  Did  they  mean  to  declare,  in  the 
face  of  the  world,  Ibat  what  was  in  confor- 
tnity  to  the  maxims  of  Justice  at  tliat  time, 
should,  in  so  short  a  space,  be  deemed  un- 
jutt,  uid  punished  as  a  trim  9 

"  After  Jnvin:::  expatiated  con-id-Tably 
on  tills  very  impurlant  subject,  be  ^ruceed^ 
wkh  observing,  that  in  aU  countries  where 
severe  and  saiis^uinary  punishments  were 
^ncourag^cd,  men  could  have  no  affection 
the  government  under  which  they  lived, 
mmI  their  obedience  to  it  could  result  solely 
liom  motives  of  fear.  That  liberty  of  opi- 
nioa  could  not  be  denied  to  any  free  coun- 
try, withoat  denying  at  the  same  time  the 
rt!3;lit5  of  the  people.  That  nothiii!;  irpuMl 
more  Strongly  against  a  government  than 
the  uniform  design  of  depriving  the  people 
4ftf  this  lilm^ty;  that  it  was  a  proof  that 
sometliing  vent  wonp  ;  and  th;it  even  go- 
vernors were  asbunictl  of  their  conduct, 
vifaen  the  right  of  discussion  was  violated 
or  put  an  end  In.  The  civil  liiicrty  we  en- 
Joyed  iu  our  couiilry  was  the  ctiect  of  po- 
litical discussion ;  and  its  political  liberty 
wuuM  liavc  lurs;  since  been  restored  and 
,  eccuved,  if  our  rulers  had  not  interposed  to 
weaken  or  annihilate  this  right :  mst.  by 
giraig  a  fower  of  decision  to  judges,  which 
the  ancient  law  of  the  land  did  not  ac- 
knowiedge :  secondly,  by  cunfuunding  the 
truth  with  the  fact  of  publication :  and, 
tliirdly,  by  luivin^  punisned  with  the  ut- 
most seventy  libels  m  private  cases,  to  pre- 
pare  the  piiblie  mind  for  those  severe  sen- 
tences in  public  oues,  which  dishonoured 
and  irritated  the  nation.  It  had  been 
lately  the  fashion  to  confound  government 
with  the  constitution,  and  the  ministry  with 
the  government.  To  oppose,  therefore,  the 
xnad  and  wild,  if  not  criminal  schemes  of 
administration,  was  to  oppose  goveniment, 
and,  by  this  mode  of  reasoning,  to  oppose 
goverunieut  was  to  be  an  enemy  to  the 
eoostittttioii.  A  lo^cniment  can  never 
give  a  more  authentic  proof  of  its  propen- 
sion  to  tyranny,  and  of  the  impropriety,  as 
well  AH  impolicy  of  its  measures,  than  by 
vsstnining  or  forbidding  the  liberty  of  dis- 
cti'sin:;  piiblirly  matters  of  legislation  and 
i^iicy.  it  i!»  debasing  the  character  of 
manias  an  intellectual  being,  to  <leny  him 
the  right  of  inquiriUL:  into  that  which  even 
governors  allow  was  made  ior  his  use, 

'»*'Pcty>  government* 

**  To  punish  inquiry,  severity  is  exercised 

for  imaginary  guilt.  But  what  is  the  ef- 
'  feci?   Mischief  IS  prolific :  violence  lu  go- 
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vemmeBi  begets  resentpMiil  B  the  people, 
who  murmur  and  exclaim:  government  is 

provoked,  and  studies  vengeance.  When 
one  act  of  vengeance  is  exposed,  more 
always  follow.  AfFectioti  is  lo'^t  on  both 
sides,  anfl,  what  is  worse,  i»  irrecoverable. 
Hatred  begins;  and  the  govermnent  and 
the  people  being  at  variance,  consider  each 
other  no  longer  as  magistrate  and  ^ribject, 
but  as  mutual  enemies.  Hence  the  luhu. 
man  wish  of  Caligula,  that  he  could  murder 
all  the  people  at  one  blow  Tli  srqnclie 
in  order :  he  is  contmuaiiy  destroying 
them;  they  are  continually  wishing  him 
dcsiroyrd.  Such  conduct  had  the  fai;il  ten- 
dency of  cramping  the  geoiu&of  men,  and 
of  replungtng  the  nation  into  a  state  of  W- 
barism  with  regard  to  their  religion,  their 
laws,  their  morals,  and  their  «overnmcnt, 
and  to  Iveep  them  ignorant  of  the  most  im- 
portanl  concerns  in  their  trade,  their  splen- 
dour, their  felicity ;  whilst  all  the  nations 
around  them  were  improving  themselves  in 
morals  and  policy,  by  the  darmg  eSbrts  and 
concurrence  of  enlightened  men,  whose 
views  were  directed  to  those  objects  alone 
which  were  really  worth  their  attention. 
The  reasoning  of  a  government,  which  pro- 
hibits information,  is  defective  in  cveiy 
particular ;  ils  progress  is  not  to  be  stopped^ 
nor  even  to  be  checked,  without  maniAst 
disadvantage.  Prohibition  has  no  other 
efiect  than  to  irritate  men ;  to  inspire  them 
with  an  idea  of  insurrection,  and  to  give  to 
all  their  writings  a  libellous  tendency. 
Severe  and  arbitrary  sentences  ma^  ttUtrnt- 
dai€t  but  they  cannot  convince  a  nation.  It 
is  by  reason  and  argument  alone,  opposed 
to  apparent  reason  and  apparent  argument, 
that  a  government  can  hope  to  be  victori- 
ous over  its  internal  enemies,  or  render 
itself  permanent  by  the  quiet  and  ron- 
scien^ous  concurrence  of  ail  it^  citizens. 
It  is  doing  too  much  honour  to  innocent 
subjects  to  be  alarmed  at  a  few  pages  of 
writing,  or  at  a  few  fugitive  orations,  when 
barracks  are  erected  in  a  country,  and 
60,000  armed  mcrcenariM  UO  lOady  to  ez« 
ecutc  the  m^.ntlatc^  nf  <!overnmcnt.  Ex- 
perience had  proved,  that  the  rigorous  pro- 
secutions whKh  had  lately  taken  place 
throughout  England,  and  that  the  cruel 
sentences  which  bad  disgraced  the  capital 
of  Scotland,  bad  not  answered  the  purposo 
of  establishing  arbitrary  power,  and  of 
crushing  the  rebellion  of  honest  minds. 
Although  there  is  no  spirit  bO  erect  and 
independent  as  not  to  be  broken  by  the 
lung  continuance  of  the  silent  and  inglori- 
ous suAerings  of  a  gaol ;  yet  it  had  been 
found,  that  men  weee  prood  to  step  for^ 
ward  in  this  m'-^t  '^tormy  season,  when 
such  terrible  examples  of  1^1  vengeance 
had  been  held  up  before  tniem,  to  plead 
the  ancientrigbts  of  their  country,  to  unmask 
the  infamy,  intrigue,  and  murderous  pro- 
jects oi  adouaiatraUon,  and,  according  to 
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the  prineiples  oif  the  pirest  benerrolence,  to 
assert  the  liberty  of  tne  whole  human  race. 
The  present  tiroes  bore  a  strong  and 
marked  resemblance  to  those  tdMMtees 
when  priests  held  their  dominion  over  tne 
minds  and  consciences  of  men,  and  when 
they  wiiHcfmnti  to  eilalklish  the  feign  of 
intolerance  and  orthodoxy  amidst  flakes  of 
fire,  and  streams  of  human  blood.  All  bis- 
toiy  hftd  evfnocd,  that  every  attempt  to 
Ciirb  and  bridle  the  expansion  off  the  hu- 
inan  tntnd  had  been  ineffectual;  it  had 
evinced,  that  opinions,  though  smothered 
for  ft  tieie,  burst  forth  wMi  fOdMiUed  fury, 
atid  were  victorious  over  'poiier;  it  had 
evinced  the  triumph  of  reftMH  and  truth 
mtt  prejudiee  itml  sttpefitflkMi,  and  timtlU 
tierty,  whether  of  opinion  or  person,  how- 
ever slow  in  its  progress,  had  uniformly 
WNPfed  Ibhvard  towards  its  destined  goal ; 
tod  that  even,  at  this  monent,  (he  inttr- 
niptions  which  had  been  opposed  to  it  in 
our  own  country,  although  they  might  be 
ll^juifoiil  to  individuals,  would  flnalW  ob- 
tain, confirm,  end  establish  the  rights  of 
the  people.  Conscious  of  their  upright- 
tie^,  the  IHelids  of  freedom  had  persevered 
ill  their  noble  c:itisc,  unappalled  by  the  in- 
fluence of  spies  and  informers,  and  by  the 
threats  of  a  corrupt,  a  crazy,  and  wicked 
administration.  In  so  doing,  th^  had 
«r^ed  in  perfect  conrorinity  to  the  princi- 

eles  of  virtue,  without  which  no  man  could 
B« friend  to  bis comitry,  and  a  lover  of 
hiankind.  Its  essence  consisted  in  the  re- 
gulation of  our  conduct  by  such  moral 
•iileflM  M  tre  best  calenlated  to  promote 
the  general  happiness  of  our  fellow-crea- 
tures; and  as  it  frequently  happened,  that 
Ihc  happiness  of  the  individual  stood  in  di- 
rect opposition  to  that  of  the  public,  it  is 
the  perferlion  of  virtue  in  individuals  to 
etcrittcc  their  own  happiness  to  that  of  the 
public.  A  man  in  possession  of  tiiis  viltu* 
principle,  feels  delight  whilst  actually 
burning  in  the  braxen  bull  of  i'halaris ;  and 
iboh,  netmsted,  wastlieaetnating  principle 
nf  those  gcneroiif*  patriots,  whoare  become 
willing  victims  of  the  most  barbarous  and 
advHge  sentences  ttmt  ever  had  been  pro- 
iMuiKed  in  Britain ;  wbo  had  made  a  gfori- 
Oils  *tind  against  arbitrary  power,  anawho 
broke  loose  from  the  fondest  endearments 
of  human  lifb,  in  the  Iwpe  of  redeeming 
their  lost  country  from  the  fangs  of  a  dark 
and  brooding  prejudice,  and  firom  the 
liorfore  and  tarptttide  of  an  ignominious 
slavery. 

"  It  was  the  tyranny  of  the  nrilish  go- 
iremracnt  which  drove  William  Penn,  with 
tha philosophic  peogple  called  Quakers,  to 
the  delectable  regions  of  Pennsylvania, 
where,  by  toleration,  industry,  and  perma- 
MBt  cwdH,  they  ravived  the  shnplicity  of 
the  primitive  n^cs  of  society.  It  was  tlu- 
seme  tyranny  which  has  driven  into  volun- 
tary exile,  or  forced  by  km  iMo  baauli- 


ment,  the  most  virtuous  of  men,  the  first 
of  philosophers,  the  most  exalted  and  cour* 
ageous  band  of  patriots  that  ever  honoured 
the  soil  of  Bntain.  Among  Uie  fbrraer 
Joseph  Priestley,  one  of  the  most  profbund 
philosophers  of  the  age,  and  most  meek 
and  amiable  of  cUbnis,  claims  the  Sad 
pre-eminence ;  and  among  the  latter,  stand 
the  names  of  those  persecuted  patriots,  in 
whose  behalf  we  are  mm  aboat  to  address 
the  executive  magistiataof  our  country— a 
noble  and  a  generous  band,  whose  suficr- 
iogs  do  not  clum  our  pity,  because  they 
boil  up  our  rage;  wliiim  m  iili  iiitui  iliwiai 
ed  those  who  pronounced  them,not  those 
on  whom  they  were  pronotucedj  whose 
eiNiditioB  is  envbMe,  because  hooourdbio, 
and  to  the  whole  of  whose  opinions  and 
conduct,  DO  good  man,  or  honest  citisen, 
can  give  one  dissentient  voice !  In  times 
like  these,  when  a  man  is  nBodced  aad 
suited,  because  he  bears  the  name  of  a  pa- 
triot, an  epithet  once  honoured  by  the  peo- 
le  of  England;  at  a  tina  when  those  who 
ave  the  courage  and  magnanimity  not  to 
flatter  their  country,  are  deserted,  M^mc^ 
and  psfseoated,  wlnft  hoAoursarasHSGNBik 
for  those  who  thunder  truth  against  ty- 
ranny f  What  disgrace  ought  not  to  await 
those  timid  beinjgs,  those  H^oTioe  patriots, 
who  keep  aloof  m>m  the  sosoe  of  action, 
and  riot  on  their  country's  wrongs?  When 
our  nation  shall  be  regenerated,  these  per- 
secuted men  will  wear  civic  erowns.  Jn 
the  political,  as  in  the  moral  world,  tha 
friend  who  appears  to  soothe  our  lUs* 
trawses,  exeiles  our  calasai ;  and  ha  wlio^ 
in  calamitous  times  Hwl  trj  men's  souls, 
sacrifices  interest,  friends,  and  home,  in 
order  to  save  his  sinking  country,  merits 
well,  not  only  of  every  Britoa,  but  af  all 
mankind,  and  even  of  tlw  gDVOniBMItWI* 
der  whicli  he  lives.  • 

FeUow  Citizens,  tha  da^r  is  at  IsQgth 
arrived,  when  fanaticism  and  superslitiou, 
deprived  of  their  tinsel  trappings,  and  ex- 
posed, in  tlwir  native  ugliness,  totfaavlaw 
of  mankind,  slink  scowling  back  to  the 
cave  of  obscurity  ;  there  I  hope  they  will 
for  ever  remain.  The  energy  of  Euglisb- 
tncn  will  no  longer  endure  this  alfioga 
uproar  of  injustice.  I  trust  my  countrymen 
are  sick  of  religious  and  political  impos- 
tures ftnd  tliat  their  decisiva  and  manlj 
conduct  will  command,  in  an  imperious 
tone  which  will  take  no  denial,  not  a  me- 
tiorstion  of  these  enormous  abuses,  wiiich 
would  be  to  compromise  with  injustice; 
but  I  trust  they  will  demand  the  annihila- 
tion of  corruptions  and  abuses,  and  a  resti- 
toUonof  the  original  rights  of  humanaalara. 
I  ask  of  our  governors,  this  plain  ques- 
tion, is  it  better  thai  the  people  should  be 
in  a  oonstant  slate  of  stupidity,  than  tliat 
tfiey  should  be  sometimes  lurbulent? — 
Minislern  of  stale,  if  ye  mean  to  be  wicked, 
suffer  the  people  to  write  and  speak;  }ou 
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6iid  mm  «nii|lciM|g|it»  serteyou 

according  to  your  evil  desires,  and  who  will 
improve  >rou  in  the  art  of  Sejanua.  If  ^ou 
mean  to  begoed»pannilthiatD^te,^ 
will  find  some  honest  men  who  will  im- 
prove you  in  the  art  of  a  Turgot  Uow 
tmay  things  are  ye  ttUl  imrant  of,  Wore 
you  can  become  great  either  in  good  or  in 
evil?  I  see  no  glory,  no  advantage,  no 
plaasure,  no  safety,  in  any  man  reiguuig  as 
A  aihao  ov«r  slaves.  Such  a  horrid  pn- 
eaaineDce  tarnishes  the  lustre  of  the  roost 
rxaUed  statko.  ll  is,  besides,  precarious, 
tiv  mIIus  mn  finquHlv  deposed,  and 
vengeance  wreaked  upon  them. 

**  I  need  not  invite  you,  fellow  citizens, 
la  feel  for  axiy  human  being  whosufisrs, 
inuch  1«M  naw  I  flolMit  your  ifppoof  of  the 
present  measure,  after  the  general  testi- 
oooy  of  satisfactioo  you  hvra  even  of  it. 
Xm  wa  too  enlighloaad  to  nod  the  aid  of 
any  instruction  from  me,  and  your  under- 
Maodings  are  tog  much  awakened  to  re< 
^okie  that  vow  pasriom  thould  bo  played 
upon.  Whilst  the  unerring  tribunal  of 
posterity  should  condemn  with  scorn  and 
oerision,  with  execration  and  disgust,  those 
iiihiimao  boi«gs  who  have  bo«i  Iho  cpuses 
of  stich  unexampled  and  inhuman  severity, 
our  perseoited  brethren  will  obtain  f  ver- 
dict of  honour  and  elorv.  I  majvvBtpre 
io  say,  that  beloved  by  the  present  age,  fu- 
ture ages  shall  heap  around  their  monu- 
VMBts  trophies  of  undying  fame ;  aad  an 
exasperated  aad  repentaaA  people,  sliall  en- 
roll their  names  in  the  volume  of  liistory, 

fitof^H^ai^  LBoboT  '^^"^  Sidney, 

''Tbofbllowiac  Hesohitiona  wen  then 
feaad  three  tiaMa  mmt,  aad  the 
ception  of  onearlpa  ptmii^Tn 

imninlj  adopted : 

"  1.  That  the  people,  being  the  true 
•nd  only  soureo  or  govcnsiMiil,  tha  Aoe- 

dom  of  speaking  and  writin^::;  upon  any 
aultiecty  cannot  be  denied  to  the  members 

^  t.  Thai  teefora  the  wwMWmiwtbn 
of  citiaens  Muir,  Pahnor,  Skirvuig,  Mi^ 

rot,  and  Gerrald,  to  transportation,  for  ex- 
posing the  conruptions  of  the  British  go- 
lent,  waa  an  act  better  auilad  la  ue 


^S.  That  lha  adiwn  whfeb  hm  mm 

been  read,  be  presented  to  the  king,  in  be- 
half of  the  above  persecuted  patriots. 

"On  the  Moood  resolution  bcios  pro- 
paaad^  aa  hiai  was  heard  fooi  dibrent 
pails  of  the  meeting,  in  consequence  of 
ana  or  two  persons  boiduig  up  their  hats 
ttunstit;  on  observing  which,  H.Yobkb 
ifiui  addressed  the  meeting : 

**  f  atow  CttiiaM  j^M  your  chairman  I 


▲.aim.  fjno 

call  you  tooidar.  AaanindiflMflmiit 

observe,  that  this  hissing  is  repugnant  to 
the  principle  of  toleration  or  Ireedom, 
which  wo  wUk  ta  aaa  eataUiihad.  Wo 
have  this  moment  read,  and  given  our  as- 
sent to^  an  address  to  the  king  in  favous  of 
liberty  of  opinion ;  let  it  not  be  said,  that 
we  are  the  first  to  violate  that  liberty  in 
others,  which  we  claim  fur  ourselves.  Opi- 
mons  will  ^ways  vaiy,  even  amongst  the 
wisest  aid  boat  ot  am.  Wo  aaa  beuod, 
therefore,  to  show  tendmiess  to  the  opi- 
nions of  others,  and  opmpaniou  even  19 
their  pr^udkoo.  Lit  OUT  aoeiBlea  aaa  that 
we  consecrate  by  our  example,  what  we 
desire  to  see  established  as  a  principle. 
Hisses  do  not  convince ;  they  lend  ooJy  to 
initate  the  minds,  and  10  hipl  Iba  illrvill 
of  our  fellow  citisens :  let  us,  on  the  con- 
trary, confront  them  with  the  woupona  of 
reaioA  aad  liulh,  the  only  logic  of  liharal 
minds.  Every  thing  which  has  a  tendency 
Io  stir  up  |ha  (lasMOM  without  awakening 
thauorienttadiafb  iambaQoraingof  hee- 
men,  or  of  men  who  would  ha  free.'' 

**  These  well-timed  observations  had 
the  good  effect  of  preventing  any  hirther 
•igoaaf  ialQloiaMe;  and  the  utmosl  de- 
corum prevaUad  thwugbom  Iba  aondart  of 
the  business. 

« It  waa  nnl  Mvnt  *«balapilMM  be 
'  presented  to  the  House  of  Comn^ns,  for 
'  a  reform  in  the  representation  of  the  peo- 
*  pie  in  parliament but  so  marked  was  the 
disapprobation  given  by  the  whole  meeliqg 
to  this  measure,  that  not  one  single  person 
iUoniUd  the  motion ;  but  a  most  profound 
lUence,  interrupted  only  by  a  fewmurraurs, 
was  observed:  upon  which  Henry  Yorkc 
ag^  roee,  aad  addietied  the  ne^og  in 

Afla  ^bwha^^ftAft^MB.  fli^^^^Mila  ^aah  IM^Maa  ^u^aa^w  ao^^s 
^aaa  lap^flHiaaBaRaw  v^^^^v^^^p  ^wa  viaa  ^i^^^^^  ^**^*w 

of  which  it  is  laipaiaibk  for  us  to  give  our 
readers  a  just  conception.  He  took  a  ge- 
neral view  of  the  Bfitish  constitution,  and 
stated  its  mofi  prouMoeat  dcbeto ;  aawng 
which  the  want  of  a  perfect  national  repre- 
asntaiioo  was  the  most  glanng.  Ue  dwelt 
aaaandenhle  tiaie uboo  this  sat^jin,  aad 
then  proceeded  to  take  a  rapid  survey  of 
the  exertions  which  had  bfoa  made  at 
different  perk)ds,  andb^dif 
toprooMlalha 
form. 

He  observed  that  the  sumeci  was  be- 
come a  mere  bugbear,  eaiplofai  lodaaaiva 
the  people,  and  worked  upoa  as  an  en^oa 
to  raise  into  power,  needy  od4  aaahitious 
Mil  tbit  the  vary  tame  BMB  who  fai  OP- 
poiilian  had  declared  that  it  was  the  only 
measure  of  saving  tlie  coimtry  from  ruin, 
were  the  lirst  to  ncpp^bate  and  scout  the 
measure  of  lafawa  a«aa  they  were  in  power. 
From  the  corruptions  of  the  British  go- 
vemmenty  parties  had  been  generated, 
wibieb  bi  their  route  to  power,  bad  con- 
vulsed and  plundered  the  empire.  Under 
the  diaiiAdioas  uf  faiaes^  pruiciplcs  had 
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been  forgotten ;  and  for  the  sake  of  leaders, 
whom  the  people  had  foolishly  idolized,  the 
machine  ot  government  rolled  on  amidst 
the  feuds  and  oonteiiiioiis  •f  party.  £tcr- 
Dally  the  peace  of  our  country  had  been 
disturbed  by  the  rancour  and  animosities 
of  factions,  and  the  people,  insteMl  of  tarn- 
ing  themselves  to  correct  the  gross  evils 
which  existed  in  it,  had  ever  been  the  tools 
ef  btte  Hid  designing  men,  and  Memed 
prepared  to  whet  and  aharpm  their  swords 
one  against  another. 

•*  It  was  now  high  time  that  the  people 
abould  lay  aside  leaders,  discard  factions 
and  act  /or  tfiemselTcs.  He  strongly  intbrc- 
ed  these  principles,  and  then  entered  into  a 
conpleta  detail  of  the  ancient  consdtntion 
as  established  by  Alfred,  which  he  proved 
to  be  at  this  time  totally  defaced,  if  not  lost. 
He  then  pursued  the  gradual  decHne  of 
popular  liberty  in  Eaglaod,  finom  the  anar- 
chy which  was  the  consequence  of  Danish 
and  Norman  invasion;  and  taking  a  gene- 
ral dcetch  of  our  history,  so  far  as  it  was 
connected  with  the  subject  of  popular  re- 
presentation, he  made  some  strong  and 
pointed  lemarks  oo  tiio  BevoHition  m  1688, 
the  object  of  which,  he  sud,  was  not,  could 
not  be  answered,  unless  annual  parlia- 
ments and  general  sut^'rage  were  restored. 
Dor  this  he  bad  the  authority  of  lord  Som- 
mers,  who  drew  up  the  declarati<m  of 
rights,  and  who  was  promoted  by  William 
Sra  wr  his  popular  exertions  at  that  me- 
morable epoch. 

**  In  order  to  (wove  that  the  Revolution 
had  not  corresponded  with  the  expectations 
of  the  people,  no  Mioncr  was  the  prince  of 
Orange  establish      oil  thr  throne  of  Kng- 
land,  than  all  ideas  of  the  ancient  mode  i 
of  aamulparllanieBtswere  effaced,  and  the  ' 
TRTEKKiAL  ACT  wa«s  pa«-<.rfl  in  the  very  face 
of  that  revolution,  and  in  direct  contradic- 
tion to  its  principles ;  for  the  revohitlon,  at 
least  50  far  as  it  respected  the  people,  was 
not  intended  to  be  a  compromif^e  between 
tiie  Idng  and  the  aristocracy,  for  the  joint 
Inberitance  of  the  people,  but  to  establish 
on  equivocal  principles  the  right  of  the  ' 
people  to  govern  themselves,  and  to  recall  i 
those  delegated  powers  whim  they  had  en-  | 
trusted  to  tficir  '~cr\ants  for  this  purpo<*c, 
when  they  were  either  abused, ornegiected 
to  enicise  them.  If  tjbit  revokition  were  , 
not  a  revolution  for  the  people,  it  was  no  { 
revolution  at  all,  but  a  conspiracy  of  a  few 
ennobled  oppressors  against  the  liberties  i 
wad  bappinesi  of  the  many.   But  if  it  were  . 
designed  to  comprehend  the  people,  and 
its  end  has  bccu  perverted,  or  purposely 
laid  aside,  the  people  are  not  warfattted  in 
prtitioninp,  but  arc  justified  in  demanding  as 
a  Hi^htf  agreeably  to  the  tone  of  language 
used  m  a  oaelaratien  of  rights,  the  restitu-  i 
tion  of  annual  parliaments,  and  the  esU-  | 
blishment  of  universal  suflfrnce.    But  the  ' 
.shock  which  was  given  to  the  stability  of  i 


these  principle*;,  was  most  infimously  fla- 
grantjOythe  enacting  of  the  septennial 
ACT,  in  the  reign  of  George  ist.  If  the 
act  of  parliament  in  the  reign  uf  HeBiy 
Gtli,  craNcd  from  the  roll  of  citizenship  some 
ot  the  best  members  ol  the  community; 
the  enacting  of  the  triennial  and  septen- 
nial acts,  filled  up  to  the  brim  the  measure 
of  governmeutal  iniquity,  and  poured  forth 
the  waters  of  bhlerness  throughoat  our 
land. 

"  Fellow  Citizens; — Enough  of  prece- 
dent. The  human  race  has  long  been  roll- 
ing  down  the  tide  of  aees  neglected,  unpi- 
tied,  and  oppressed.  It  is  high  lime  that 
the  devious  course  of  human  policy  should 
Dot  be  left  to  the  nneertatn  issue  of  storms 
and  of  elemental  wars ;  but  that  the  ms^ 
chine  of  state  should  be  ouided  bjf  the  polar 
star  of  reason  alone,  wmch  is  never  seen 
but  when  the  majesty  of  the  people  is  re^ 
plendeut.  W  Imt  is  beneticiai  m  the  ex- 
ample ot  aszcs,  we  ought  to  reserve  with 
caution.  W  hat  is  injurious,  and  what  is 
only  ioierablj/  competent  to  answer  the 
common  purposes  ot  society,  ought  to  be 
abolished,  we  insult  ourselves,  when  we 
abjectly  distrust  the  powers  v>hich  nature 
has  ^iven  us ;  nor  ought  we  passively  to 
acquiesce  in  institutions  which,  though  in- 
jurious, may  be  preferable  to  t*hose  that 
may  be  endured  by  others.  We  insult  our- 
selves, when  we  loolishly  balance  t>etweeii 
takrmbUwieet  and  potUivt  good;  between 
unnatural  systems,  and  novel,  untried,  but 
just  maiiims.  The  human  nund  is  progres- 
sive, so  is  the  soelal  aind.  That  the  Mie 
therefore  should  remain  stationary,  aaiicl 
the  rapid  course  of  the  other  towards  per- 
fection, is  a  prejudice  as  unnatural  as  it  is 
injurious  to  the  happiness  of  man.  The 
governments  of  Europe  present  no  delect- 
able symmetry  to  the  contemplation  of  the 
philosopher,  no  enjoyment  to  tlieecifsfrc- 
tion  of  the  citizen.  A  vast,  deAraied  and 
cheerless  structure,  the  frightful-  abortion 
of  haste  and  usurpation,  presents  tu  tiie 
ejB  of  the  beholder  no  qFstematic  arrange- 
ment, no  harmonious  organization  of  so- 
ciety. Chance,  haste,  taction,  tyranny, 
rebellion,  massacre,  and  Ibe  hot,  inehUBaat 
action  of  human  passions,  have  begotten 
them.  Utility  never  has  been  the  ^id  of 
their  iastilution,  but  partial  interest  has 
been  its  fruit.  Such  abominable  and  all- 
surd  forms,  such  jarring  and  dissonant  prin- 
cipleSy  which  diance  has  scattered  over  the 
eairtii,  e^  aloud  for  sooselhing  mure  natu- 
ral, more  pure,  and  more  calculated  to 
promote  the  happiness  of  mankind.  Eiipc- 
nenee  must  legulate  tlie  mechanism  of  go- 
vernment, by  which  I  mean  not  a  narrow 
and  confined,  btit  a  liberal  and  enlightened 
experience,  which,  hearing  without  pasaioa 
or  prejudice,  the  testimony  of  aces  aad  na- 
tions, collects  from  its  ir^nrnirpfinciples, 
to  further  the  progress  ot  uviiiiatioa.  It  is 
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in  histoiy  that  wc  are  to  dive  for  those  rich 
niftlerials  of  legislative  experiment,  which 
•are  to  ameUbnrtif'tlHi  sookl  oider,'  and  re> 
pair  thoie  breaches  which  injusticr  has 
long  aince  made.  But  if  this  experience  be 
Atmd inadequate  to thepnrposeof  alferiat- 
JDg  human  miseries';  ii  it  afford  nothing 
but  the  melancholy  prospect  of  outrageous 
desDotism ;  of  excessive  Vices  on  the  part  , 
of  the  governing,  and  ddmsement  and  vas- 
salage on  that  of  the  governed  ;  if  it  ascrihe 
the  commotions  of  suffering  couutries  to  the 

'  dl^gns  of  factions,  and  not  to  principles ; 

•  if  it  sliow,  that  in  consequence  of  national 

'  %norancc,  after  the  first  ebullitions  of  re- 

■  ^nk,  they  baVe  sat  down  inm  lorpid  calm, 
and  borne  with  usurpations  still  heavier 
than  those  by  which  they  were  roused  to 

'  amis— it' nrast  be  grantM  that  this  expe- 
rience is  iinportant ;  he  e  it  teaches  the 
suffering  nations  of  the  present  day,  in 

'  what  manner  to  prepare  their  combustible 
ingredients,  and  humanbts  in  what  man- 
ner to  enkindle  them,  so  as  to  produce, 
with  effect,  that  grand  pohtical  explosion, 
which,  at  the  same  time  that  it  bunes  des- 
potism, already  convulsive  and  agonising, 
m  ruins,  may  raise  up  the  people  to  the 
dignity  and  sublime  grandeur  of  freedom. 

"  To  cffrrt  this  just  and  useful  purpose, 
revolution  of  tentimtnt  must  precede  revolu- 

'  tlMi  of  government  and  manners.  The  po- 
pular piicri;;cs  must  be  excited,  that  the 
popular  voice  may  be  felt  and  heard.  The 
people  roust  grow  wise,  in  order  that  the 
people  may  rule.  It  is  said  we  preach 
anarchy,  but  what  is  anarchy  but  the  esta- 
blishment of  confusion  on  the  wreck  of  po- 
pular opinion  ?  It  is  said  we  are  levellers; 
out  those  are  levellers  who  would  wish  to 
leduce  man  to  the  condition  of  the  brute, 
guided  by  pasnon,  and  uninfluenced  by  rea- 
son. Those  are  levellers  whose  hands  arc 
dipped  in  the  public  spoils :  who  assert  im- 
fNflilty  for  crimes,  ana  inriohbility  of  per- 
sons  ;  who  would  make  humanity  talce  a  ' 
retrograde  motion;  who'would  palsy  the 
arm  of  justice,  and  defeat  the  end  of  eoual 
'Inrs.  We  have  ever  disclaimed  thelboiiAk 
idea  of  IcvtUinp  property  ;  because  our  own 
property,  the  fruit  of  our  labour,  or  of  our  | 
talents,  might,  by  the  example,  be  exposed  j 
to  the  invasion  of  the  first  intnider.  It 
were  well,  if  those  who  confound  justice 
svltfi  criiiMMy  would  consider  that  the  po6r 
man's  property,  little  as  it  is,  is  as  precious 
to  him,  at  is  the  wealtbv  stock  of  the  rich 
taan.  II  were  well,  if  feeling  the  force  of 
this  principk',  the  aristocrac^r  would  unite  | 
with  us  in  the  cause  in  which  we  are  em- 
barked. Property,  they  say,  is  sacred. 
Is  itot  then  the  property  of  the  poor  man 
as  sacred  as  that  of  the  rich  ;  and  ought  it 
to  be  hlched  or  forced  from  him  without 
lis  consent,  any  more  than  that  of  the  rich 
man  i  Can  those  who  do  not  respect  the 
property  of  othersi  expect  others  to  respect  i 
VOL.  XXV.  ) 
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their  property  ?  Wo  wish  to  exalt,  not  to  •  • 
level.  We  wish  to  better  the  condition  of* 
the  wretched  ;  to  equalire  men  under  the 
influence  of  law ;  but  to  give  to  merit,  in- 
dustry, talents,  patrimony,  virtue,  theis 
proper  weight  ana  correspondent  dignity  in 
the  social  ortler.  Arc  w^  then  ungovern- 
able, because  wc  reject  mis-government  7 
Are  we  ungrateful,  because  we  defend  our 
liberty  and  property  against  those  wlio 
ou^ht  to  recpect  them  ?  Are  we  rebels  in 
maintaiumg  our  violated  laws  again-^t  those 
who  are  open  rebels  to  laws,  and  who  set  • 
tliemselves  above  those  laws  which  they 
ought  to  have  venerated  ?  I  know,  that  in 
all  ages  of  tbeworid,  people  who  wotild  not 
be  oppressed  have  been  reckone'd  ungo-  , 
vernable  by  men  wiio  are,  or  who  wouki 
be  oppressors.  I  know  lint  the  enemies 
of  oppression  have  always  been  sfigma- 
tised  as  enemies  of  government.  I  know 
that  it  is  seditious  to  blame  the  excesses  of 
power,  and  insolent  to  mention  the  iifto* 
Jence  of  Xho'^e  who  abuse  power.  1  kn6w 
that  it  is  sedition  to  distinguish  between 
ptridic  ri^t  and  pohUc  wrong,  between  go- 
vernment and  tyranny.  Nor  is  it  enoueb» 
'to  acknowledge  all  good  government  to  bo 
irreustible;  but  the  worif ,  and  the  abuse 
of  the  best,  must  be  irresistible  also.  I 
know  tliat  to  complain  of  tyranny  isybcfioii,  * 
end  to  throw  it  off  rebelthn ;  but  ther  who  ' 
oppress  are  the  greatest  Rtf'cfs,  and  for  the 
op^re^d  to  turn  upon  them,  is  but  to 
rtntt  Kebellion — it  is  but  to  do  a  just  and  * 
natural  action.  Whoever  violates  the  laws 
of  reason,  eqtiity,  and  nature,  whatever 
station  or  name  he  may  bear,  is  a  Rebeif 
subject  to  laws  against  tyrants  and  vri)ellion. 
Tyrants  therefore,  and  oppressors,  are  the 
highest  and  most  consummate  rebels  in  the 
world — capital  traitors  to  God  and  Man, 
and  punishable  by  all  the  laws  of  Cod  and 
Man.  Amid  all  the  absurdities  and  chi-  * 
mens  of  paganism,  it  was  never  bdieved  • 
that  tyranny  was  warranted  by  heaven.  It 
was  never  believed  that  tbe  bloody  CaligiU4 
was  the  vicegerent  of  Ood,  and  that  1^ 
worst  of  men  had  a  conunission  Ironi  ho^ 
vcn  to  oppress  the  human  race.  It  was 
never  believed  that  murder,  rapine,  and 
misrule,  were  government ;  and  that  law- 
less and  bloody  crow^nod  robbers,  were  go- 
vernors divniely  appointed.  It  was  never 
believed  that  society  had  no  remctly  a^^.iinst 
devouring  lusland  the  raging  sword,  which 
were  destro^hg  all  tbe  ends  of  society, 
and  even  society  itself.  Such  indignities  to 
God  and  man  were  never  broached  by 
pa|^s;  they  never  propagated  doctrines 
whicti  would  have  ttunea  men  into  ideo^, 
destitute  of  reflection  and  feeling;  into 
beasts  of  burthen  and  beasts  of  sacrifice ; 
turned  heaven  into  hell;  human  society 
into  a  chaos  of  blood  and  carcases ;  and  the  • 
earth  into  a  place  of  torments.  It  ne'ver 
entered  into  the  beait-of  a  Greek  ox  a  Rof 
«X      •    •  .     •  .  * 
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nan,  nor  into  any  heart  thai  felt  the  senti- 
ments of  virtue  and  humanity,  that  it  was 
unlawful  to  defeud  nature ;  a  crUoe  to  ward 
offmiuder,  barbarity,  and  desolation ;  and 
an  impiety  to  do  the  most  godlike  actiun 
which  can  be  done  ou  thib  bide  heaveo, 
tbat  of  disarming  tyrants,  and  of  awping 
our  country  from  pcrishiiio;.  Government 
is  doubtless  a  sacred  thing,  and  justly 
daimBOorreverance  and  duty;  but  when 

Evemment  is  general  oppression;  when 
mK,  apoil.  and  persecution  prevvl,  to 
the  destruction  of  all  who  do  well ;  when 
law  and  justice  arc  banished,  and  military 
despotism  triumphs;  when  property  iaal* 
tacked  and  seized  without  the  conieiitof 
its  owner,  and  lives  are  wantonly  destroyed  ! 
— is  this  government  too  ?  If  it  be,  tell  me 
what  is  not  government  7  I  do  not  think,  in 
an  age  like  thiib  that  the  people  of  this, 
or  any  country,  can  ever  be  so  sunk  or 
deadened  by  oppression,  but  that  repeated 
piovocation  will  rsuse  a  spirit  amongst  them 
capable  of  accomplishing  the  t^reatcst  pro- 
ject*. Even  the  most  urut'esscd  and  de- 
graded slaves,  the  people  of  Turkey,  often 
rouse  themselves,  and  casting  their  proud 
lider  to  the  earthy  trample  him  to  death. 
A  little  spark  ohtn  kindles  a  great  flaine, 
and  a  flame  soon  spreads  to  a  conflagration. 
An  ignorant  nation  roused  to  assert  its  U- 
berties,  will  be  mad  and  furious ;  for  when 
men  are  used  like  beasts,  they  will  act  like 
beasts  !  But  when  an  enlightened  people, 
knowing  their  rights,  are  reduced  to  a  slate 
of  degradation,  Uiey  will  know  that  their 
condition  cannot  be  wor«p,  but,  by  their 
own  efiorts,  their  conditiuji  must  be  better. 
An  ignorant  people,  incited  by  repeated 
injury  to  sliake  oflF  the  load  of  injustirr, 
will  risk  unseen  evils  and  calamities—  will 
fisk  even  a  dvil  war  to  be  revenged  on  their 
oppressors.  Such  was  the  temper  of  the 
Bootans  upon  the  revolt  of  Sacrovir— ihey 
even  exulted  in  it,  and  in  hatred  teUbnius, 
wished  success  to  the  public  enemy.  Such 
were  the  injured  people  of  Spam,  who, 
when  the  Romans  came,  joyfully  received 
them  as  tlicir  deliverers  from  the  tyrannous 
yoke  of  Carthage.  But  an  enlightened 
people  wiil  never  sully  the  victories  ofjpa- 
trioltem  by  such  irresular  conduct.  Ke- 
vcnge  will  never  be  adopted  as  a  principlf 
Peace  will  actuate  tlieir  demeanour,  and 
tbqr  vnll  glory  in  awaiting  Uie  slow  process 
of  universal  information,  as  a  prelude  to 
universal  emancipation,  rather  than  tarnish 
the  eareer  of  liberty,  by  involving  their 
coimtry  in  scenes  of  terror,  waste  and  de- 
predation ;  Oppressed  nature  will,  at  a 
proper  season,  depart  froln  passive  princi- 
ple; and  should  an  attempt  be  made  to 
wrest  what  remains  of  liberty  from  us,  I 
trust  all  men  will  concur  to  vindicate  their 
violated  rigfits — for,  if  the  attempt  be  suf- 
fered once,%it  will  be  often  repeated.  A 
few  tepetitioua  acate  a  habil,  and  habit 
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will  claim  prescription  and  right  For  go- 
vernors  to  be  omnipotent,  the  race  of  man 
must  he  eitinct ;  and  noar^ment  for  des- 
troying anarchy  can  be  tisea,  but  what  b 
full  as  strong  for  tbe  overthrow  of  lyranay. 
It  is  dtffiodt  to  restore  nubUc  aflUfS,  when 
once  disconcerted,  to  their  former  steady 
principle— numbers  will  cngaga  in  the  c«r» 
ruptiou,  and  will  try  everv  art  and  power 
to  support  it,  and  they  will  continue  to  do 
so,  until  nature,  which  is  always  upper* 
most  in  man,  sims  their  tragical  doom ! 

"  CinzEWs;--!  repeat  my  former  asser- 
tion. Go  on  as  you  hitherto  have  done, 
in  l^e  culture  of  reason.  Disseminate 
throughout  the  whole  of  your  countiy,  tfaet 
kuowledge  which  50  necessary  to  man's 
happiness,  and  which  you  iiave  yourselves 
acquired.  Teach  your  chUdrea  and  yw 
countrymen  ti  e  sacred  lessons  of  virtue, 
which  are  the  foundations  of  all  human  po- 
lity. Teach  them  to  respect  thensdves, 
and  to  love  their  country.  Teach  them  to 
do  unto  all  men  as  they  would  that  they 
sliould  do  unto  them,  and  their  love  shall 
not  be  confincMd  to  their  country,  but  shall 
extend  to  the  whole  human  race.  When 
such  a  revolution  of  seuiimeot  shall  have 
dispersed  the  misU  of  prejudice ;  when  bgr 
the  incessant  ihundenngB  /rom  the  press, 
the  meanest  cottager  of  our  country  shall 
be  enlightened  aM  the  sunofreeson  ahall 
shine  in  its  ftillest  meridian  over  us  ;  then 
the  commandii^  voice  ot  the  whole  peot^e 
shaU  recsMmaMTthe  five  hundnd  and  fil^« 
eight  gentlemen  in  St.  Stephei^t  Clpy^ 
to  go  about  their  business." 

**  AAer  having  condoded  the  above 
speech,  Henry  Yorke  obser^'ed,  that  as 
there  might  be  many  persons  present  who 
came  from  motives  of  curiosity,  and  others 
who  came  for  a  more  criminal  purpose^  he 
should  adduce  in  justification  of  the  rea- 
soning he  had  employed,  the  writings  of  a 
nan,  who  was  the  nrst  to  reduee  urto  a 
system,  the  study  of  human  understand* 
iagf  and  the  principles  of  government— he 
meant  JohnXocke;  whose  excellent  dit> 
course  on  civil  government  he  thcu  held  in 
his  hand,  and  from  which  he  read  the  fol-^ 
lowing  extracts : 

**  *  No  govenmient  can  have  a  right  to 
obedience  from  a  people  who  have  not 
freely  consented  to  it;  which  they  can 
never  be  supposed  to  do,  till  either  th^ 
are  put  in  a  full  state  of  liberty  to  dtoose 
their  government  and  governors,  or  at 
least  tnl  they  have  such  standing  laws,  to 
which  they  have  hy  themselves  or  their 
representatives  given  their  free  consent, 
and  also  till  they  are  allowed  thdr  due  pro* 
perty,  which  is  to  be  proprietors  of  what 
they  have,  tbat  nobody  can  take  away  any 
part  of  it  without  their  own  consent,  with- 
out which,  men  under  any  government  are 
not  in  a  «tate  of  freedom,  but  are  direetijy 
slaves  under  the  force  of  war. 
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**  'There  is  another  way  whereby  eovera- 
ments  are  dissolved,  and  that  is,  when  the 
legislature,  or  the  prince,  either  of  them, 
act  contrary  to  their  trust  First,  the  legis- 
lative  acts  gainst  the  trust  reposed  in 
tiiem,  when  they  endeavour  to  invade  the 
proper^  of  the  nbject,  and  tonaltt  tbem- 
adves,  or  any  part  of  ithe  community, 
masters,  or  arbitrary  disposers  of  the  lives, 
fiberties  or  ftrtenes  or  the  people.  The 
mAoD  why  men  enter  into  society,  i<(  the 
pratervation  of  Ibeir  property ;  and  the  end 
why  they  choow  and  authorize  a  legislative 
is,  that  there  may  be  laws  made,  and  rules 
aet,  as  guards  and  fences  to  the  properties 
•fan  tlMaMnbenof  thotoeiely.toHmtt 
the  power,  and  moderate  the  dominion  of 
vttxy  pvt  and  roember  of  the  societv :  for 
dnes  It  can  nofer  bo  auppoaed  to  M  the 
will  of  the  society,  that  the  legislative 
ahoiild  have  a  jMwer  to  destroy  that  which 
mmy  one  destsns  to  secure,  by  entering 
inftO  society,  and  for  which  the  people  sub- 
takled  themselves  to  legislators  of  their 
Ofwn  making:  whenever  tne  legislators  en- 
deavour to  uke  away,  and  destroy  the  pro- 
perty of  the  people,  or  to  reduce  them  to 
slavery,  under  arbitrary  power,  they  put 
thaaoMdm  imo  a  alale  «f  war  with  the 
people,  who  are  thereupon  absoivetl  from 
any  farther  obedience,  and  are  left  to  the 
commoa  refcige  which  God  hath  providett 
for  all  men,  against  force  and  violrncc. 
Whenever,  therefore  the  legislative  shall 
tnnsgreM  this  fundamental  rule  of  aociety, 
either  by  ambition,  fear,  folly,  or  corrup- 
tiMi.  endeavour  to  grasp  tliemselvei,  or 
Ml  mlo  the  hands  or any  other,  an  UiO- 
lute  power,  over  the  lives,  liberties,  and 
estates  of  the  people ;  by  this  breach  of 
tmst  they  Mm  the  power  the  people  had 
put  into  their  hands  for  quite  contrary  ends, 
and  it  devolves  to  the  |>eople,  who  lud  a 
right  to  resume  their  original  liberty',  and, 
by  the  establi^ment  of  a  new  legislative 
(such  as  they  should  think  fit)  provide  for 
their  own  safely  and  security,  wfiich  is  the 
ead  ftr  whkh  tbaj  are  in  aociety.  What  I 
have  said  here,  concerning  the  Icgislalivc 
in  general,  holds  true  also  concerning  the 
■■ytewe  executor,  who,  having  a  c^uble 
trust  put  in  him,  both  to  have  a  pari  in  the 
lepslative  and  the  supreme  execution  of 
tiM  kw,  aets  asunsi  both,  when  be  coet 
about  to  set  tip  his  own  arbitrary  will  as 
the  law  of  the  societv.  He  acts  also  con- 
tmytehiatMat,  when  be  either  employs 
IheiMM^  treasure,  and  offices  of  the  so- 
ciety, to  corrupt  the  representatives,  and 
gahl  theiQ  to  his  purposes;  or  openly  pre- 
«n{(8get  the  electors,  and  prescribes  to 
their  choice,  such,  whom  he  lias,  by  solici- 
tations, threats,  promises,  or  otherwise, 
won  to  his  designs ;  and  efflpk^  them  to 
brine  in  such,  who  have  promised  before- 
hand what  to  vo^^nd^hal  to^aact 


and  new-modd  the  wqri  of  eleetion.  what 
is  it  but  to  cut  up  the  government  by  the 
roots,  and  poison  the. very  foundation  of 
public  security  r  for  the  people  having  re- 
Bcr/ed  to  themselves  the  choice  of  their 
represenlatives,  as  the  fence  to  their  pro- 
perties, could  do  it  for  no  other  end,  nit 
thai  they  might  always  be  -freely  chosen, 
and  so  chosen,  freely  act,  and  advise,  as  the 
necessity  of  the  commoawcalth,  aiid  the 
public  good  should,  upon  examination  and 
mature  debate,  be  judged  to  require.  Tbii  -  * 
those  who  give  their  voles  befbre  tiiey  hear 
the  debate,  and  have  weighed  the  reasons 
on  all  sides,  are  not  capable  of  doing.  To 
prepare  sueh  an  assembly  as  this,  and  en- 
deavour to  set  up  llie  declared  abettors  of 
his  own  will,  for  the  true  representatives  of 
the  people,  and  the  law-makers  of  the  so- 
ciety, is  certainly  as  great  a  breach  of  trust, 
and  aa  perfect  a  declaration  of  a  de^tign  to 
subvert  the  government,  as  is  possible  to 
be  met  with.  To  which,  if  one  shall  add 
rewards  and  punishments,  visibly  employed 
to  the  same  end,  and  all  the  arts  of  per- 
verted law  made  use  of  to  take  ofi  and  dos' 
troy  all  that  stand  in  the  way  of  such  a  de- 
sign, and  will  not  comply  and  consent  to 
betray  the  liberties  of  their  country,  it  wUl 
be  past  doubt  what  is  doing.  What  power 
they  ought  to  have  in  the  society,  who  thus 
employ  it  contrary  to  the  trust,  weataloiif 
with  it  in  its  first  institution,  is  easy  to  de- 
termine :  and  one  cannot  but  see,  that  he 
who  has  onee  attempted  any  sueh  thbg 
as  this,  cannot  any  longer  be  trusted.  • 

"  To  this,  perhaps,  it  will  be  said,  that  the 
people  beinz  ignorant,  and  always  diseon- 
tented,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  govern- 
ment in  the  unsteady  opinion  and  uncer- 
tahi  humour  of  the  people,  is  to  expose  it 
to  certain  ruin ;  and  no  government  will  be 
able  long  to  subsist  if  the  people  may  set 
up  a  new  legislative,  whenever  they  take 
offence  at  the  old  one.  To  this  I  answer, 
quite  the  contrary.  People  are  not  so 
easily  got  out  of  their  old  tbnns,  as  some  • 
are  apt  to  suegesl.  They  are  hardly  to  be 
prevailed  witn  to  amend  the  acknowledged 
faults  in  the  frame  they  have  been  accus- 
tomed to. 

"  '  But  it  will  be  said  this  hypothesis  la^'s  • 
a  ferment  for  frequent  rebellion.  To  which 
I  aasiier,  first,  no  more  than  any  other 
hypothesis ;  for,  when  the  people  are  made 
miserable,  and  find  themselves  exposed  to 
the  in  Tomt  of  arbitrary  power,  cnr  up 
their  governors  as  much  as  you  will  for 
sons  ot  Jupiter ;  let  them  be  sacred  or  di- 
vine, descended,  or  authorixed  Aon  heaven ; 
give  them  out  for  whom  or  what  you  please, 
the  same  will  happen.  The  people  gene-, 
rally  ill-treated,  and  contrary  to  right,  Ivill 
be  ready  upon  any  occasion  to  ease  them- 
selves of  a  burthen  which  sits  heavy  upMl 
them.  They  wiU  wish  and  seek,  for  the 
ofpartsnbU'i  iriridi  in  tin  dwifSf  watli* 
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•  uess  and  accidcnU  of  imroan  aOairs,  &cl- 
domNlclays  lung  to  ofTer  itself.  lie  must 
have  lived  but  a  liulc  while  in  the  worl«l, 
yrho  has  got  seen*  examples  of  this  in  hi» 
time;  be  munthsve  re«f  very  little,  who 
cannot  produce  examples  of  it  in  all  sorts  ! 
of  ^vcrnineut  io  tlic  worM.  Secondly,  1 
answer,  that  'such  revolutious  haj^pcn  not 
UDOB  every  little  misoianagemeot  lo  public 
affairs.  Great  mistakes  in  the  ruling  part, 
xuauy  wroiiu  and  ii^conveDient  laws,  and  all 
jkhe  slips  of  nusuii  frailty,  will  be  borne  by 
the  people,  without  mutiny  or  nuiriflur; 
butif  a  long  train  uf  abuses,  prevarications 
and  artifices,  aH  tending  the  same  way, 
make  the  desion  visible  to  the  people,  and 
liiev  cannot  but  feel  what  they  lu-  under, 
■na  see  whither  tbey  are  going,  it  is  not 
to  be  wonJrred  at  that  they  should  then 
rouse  themselves,  and  endeavour  to  |iut  the 
rule  into  such  hands  wliich  may  ure  to 
them  the  ends  for  which  'govcrnutent  was 
first  clccjed  ;  and  wiOiout  whic  li,  aucicnt 
uamcs  and  specious  torius,  arc  so  lar  from 
being  better,  that  they  are  much  worse 

,  than  a  state  of  nature,  or  pure  an.irrhy — 
'the  inconveniences  hemg  ail  as  great  and 
at  near,  but  the  reniedy  ftrlber  off  and 
more  dithcult.' 

**  After  reading  the  above^  Uenry  Yorke 
eratinued,  *  t  must  observe  to  yon,  that 
'  for  thb  djscourse  on  civil  government 
'John  Locke  was  preferred  by  king  VVil- 
'  liam  to  the  important  place  of  master  of 
'the  Mint,  anJ  was  universally  beloved 
'and  honoured  at  court.   This  look  was 

*  generally  couMt lend,  at  the  time  a  came 
'  out,  to  have  bcou  a  more  powerful  means 

*  of  securing  tlie  kin<rupon  nis  throno,  than 
'oven  the  arms  ol  Holland  and  iiniam, 
*and  it  has  contribute<l,  perhaps*  more 

*  than  an?  other  publication,  to  secure  the 

*  present  royal  famUv  u^nm  tlie  lUrunc  of 
,  *  these  kinj^ems.  Although  it  was  written 

*  a  century  ai;o,  it  was  a  principle  in  csla- 
'  biishtng  the  American  Kevolutiou,  it  has 

H*'  conspired  the  overthrow  of  despotism  in 

*  France ;  and.  befiirc  lung,  its  principles 
*,W»11  hfvc  drixcn  dcs{X)tism  from  the  face 
'  of  Europe.  To  such  a  book  there  can  be 
'  no  exception  ;  and,  I  think,  I  cannot  bet- 

*  ter  serve  the  km^,  or  my  fellow  citizens, 

*  tlu&n  in  brmguig  it  bctore  the  public.  I 

*  understand  it  is  not  to  be  purchased,  be^ 

*  cause  I  am  told  ministry  li.r.  c  bought 
'  them  all  up,  or  they  were  purciiased  to  be 
«  sent  to  America;  btit  I  will  defeat  thdr 
'ends,  I  will  extract  its  spirit,  and  give  it 
'  you  w  a  small  compass,  anil  as  cJieap  as 

•  *  the  press  can  print  it'  [Loud  andrciierat- 
cd  appl  iuH>  ] 

.  "  The  lollowmg  resolutions  were  next 
ftsd  and  unanimously  approved  of,  amidst 
loud  ap^tlauses. 

4.  l  hat  in  every  country  where  the 
pie  have  no  sliaxc  in  ihcif  govcrooiaat, 
Mionit^iMinjw 


"  5.  That,  Uierefore,  a  government  is 
tyrsimucal  .<Hr  fce^  in  proportion  as  Iht 
people  are  equslly  or  unequaliy  cepie> 

scnted. 

^  «.  Conwed  of'tbis  truth,  it  is  the 

opinion  of  this  meeting,  lhat  the  people 
ought  to  demand  as  a  nght,  and  not  peti- 
tion  as  a  ftvour,  for  universal  represeztta- 

tioii. 

'*  7,  That,  therefore,  we  will  petition  [the 
House  of  Commons  no  more  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

"  After  which  [lenry  Yorke,  according  to 
a  requisition  winch  had  bi  en  made  to  him 
a  few  days  before,  presented  me  fpllowing 
petition  to  the  king  tor  the  total  and  un- 
miahhcd  emaucipatiuu  gf  ^he  uegjro  sJb|WS. 
He  prefaced  the  petition  with  a  most  elo- 
quent and  animated  speech  on  the  subject ; 
but  from  the  fatigue  which  he  had  under- 
gone from  ttie  preceding  part  of  the  busi- 
ness, it  viras  impossible  for  him  to  carry  to 
its  intended  length,  a  discourse  which  liad 
already  drawn  tears  and  sighs  tVum  a  great 
uart  of  his  auditory.  As  we  under>iand 
lie  mean>  to  make  an  appeal  lo  tlie  public 
ou  the  sulHect,  in  which,  uf  course,  will  be 
included  the  observations  which  be  msde 
at  this  meeting,  we  tru^t  no  apology  will  be 
necessary  for  our  omitting  lo  give  an/ 
sketch  of  then  here. 


M  t 


TO  THE  anro. 


**  *  Sire ; — Justice  is  eternal.  Uncon£Loed 
b}'  tune,  person,  circumstance,  or  place«  It 
ought  to  form  the  basis  of  all  le^jitimate 
government,  and  liie  moUve  uf  all  human 
intercourse. 

"  •  As  intcll'^rlaal  beings,  we  conceive  it 
to  be  a  sacred  obligation,  uuposed  ou  u&  iiy 
the  Supreme  Being,  to  Inink  for  oursdfer. 
In  conforn)ity  to  which  principle^  we  an 
natural  I  v  led'  to  desire  the  extension  of 
knowledge  throughout  the  world.  As  we 
ourselves  feel,  we  are  naturally  led  to  sym- 
pathize with  those  who  feel  alsu.  Wishing 
to  be  rid  of  the  weight  of  oppression  under 
which  we  groan,  we  are  induced  to  compa»> 
sionate  tho^e  who  groan  also,  and  todcsire 
an  alleviation  of  their^sudenngs. 

**  *  On  our  own  account  we  have  repeat- 
edly petitioned  thr  Lower  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  pcliUoucd  in  vain.  We  are 
weary  of  the  practice.  Weare  disgusted  Ui 
hear  the  hallowed  name  of  hberiy  made 
the  sport  of  corrupt  placemen ;  and  we  are 
shocked  to  see,  that  in  the  practice  of  la* 
gislltloil,  humanity  is  hut  a  name.  We  are 
now  petitioning,*  not  for  oursclvi>.  but  for 
utliers ;  for  those  whose  sorrows  harrow  up 
the  feehng  soul,  and  terrify  the  chriatian 
heart ;  for  "those,  who  are  the  victims  of 
avarice,  cruelly,  rapine,  immoralu^j,  and 
luxury.  We  bsva  the  sanctioa  of  o«s  ef 
your  majesty's  sons,  in  declaring,  that  the 
nqcro  slaves  in  the  W^  Indu  »,  arc  full  as 
bi^y  as  tliB  kmv  cla»M  of  people  iWP  in 
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Bngbuid.  We  employ  ao  gre«t  an  «iiyio>f 

rity  in  juslification  oV  our  petilion ;  and 
consicicriog,  that  wc  who  supplicate  y^ur 
tnajeiity  are  generally  men  of  Jiat  descrip- 
tion, we  are  l)ound  to  conclude*  that  if  0ltr 
African  brethren  be  no  happier  than  we 
are,  tiiey  must  be  wretch^  indeed,  for 
we  giiaaii^  $ir«,  under  great  and  gr^vous 
burthens,  and  wc  sec  no  prospect  of  redress 
before  our  eyc$,  uor  have  we  a  iiope  that 
•ur  miseries  wUl  sbortly  end.  Our  wives 
and  fUlle  onc^  ve  slarviuir,  and  ourselves 
unable  to  provide  them  with  tlie  common 
fMcesaaries  oflife,  are  sunk  in  sorrow,  and 
comppllcd  to  join  in  their  bitter  agony  and 
deep  despair.  Uul  the  contemplation  of  our 
^stiCAseu stale  becomes  additionally  alarm- 
ing at  the  certainty  of  having  more  bur- 
thens accunuitated  upon  u?,  which  may  he 
productive  ol  const  ijut  uccb  uyurious  to  the 
liuiDaiuty»an(l  t  a  il  even  to  the  iuleresis  of 
*rovf>rnnu-nf  itself.  Sucb,  Sire,  i*^  '  tir  ^r:>At, 
and  ducli,  irum  the  coca|iari(>oii  drawn  by 
,  the  duke  of  Clarence  is  the  ftUte  of  our 
negro  Lrothrc  ti  in  the  colonies.  But,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  tcfrUmonyof  so  higli  an  autho- 
rity, we  have  a  volume  of  respectable  evi. 
dcnce  delivered  iuto  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, which  proves,  beyond  contradiction, 
that  our  condition  is  by  no  nvcuns  so  deplo- 
rable as  that  4>f  Uie  wretched  Africans. 
They  are  slaves— nr»d«  r  which  o<li(  tiv  rjii- 
thcl,  man  Is  kUuccU  to  Uie  condition  ol  the 
brute,  and  ii»  deprived  of  a  country,  and  of 
the  Icntk  rr^t  tic>  ot'huiiuin  life.  The  rights 
'  of  a  bocial  being  arc  demed  to  him,  and 
every  principle  of  moral  obligatioa  it  do- 
troyed.  1  he  liherty,  the  jK.'rson,  and  the 
inoustry  of  ihc  slave  are  at  Uie  disposal  of 
tlM  oiaster-.-Far  difGrnat  10  ear  state ;  and 
although  from  oot  being  reprinted  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  our  property  may  be 
taken  Iruui  us 'without  our  cou^cut;  al- 
though from  the  ereotion  of  barracks 
throtighoul  our  cfmntry,  and  from  the  un- 
xonituutionai  mtroduction  of  foreign  troops 
imo  it;  from  tbeoooiMinigeroent  given  to  a 
tystein  of  -talc  mqni>ition,  and  from  the 
violem  me^uaurcs  etqplgyed  to  wrest  the  U- 
lierty  of  the  press  from  the  hands  of  the 
<Lil  iect — we  cannot  call  ourselves  free  men 
in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word :  yet  our 
liyoB  cannot  be  taken  from  us,  but  for 
crimes  previously  dofioMiaod  deoaced  pu- 
niS'Ii  il  hy  1j.w  ;  nor  can  our  persons  be 
Wautuui^  »porled  with,  to  gr«ility  Uie  lust, 
tilt  avirtce,  or  the  cruelty  of  overseers  and 
sJavc  drivers.  So  far  wr  h  p.  --  undoubtedly 
^.ativaDtage  over  the  negro  slaves;  and 
«•  oaaaoc  Iwlp  thinkiBg,  in  juHaet  to  the 
Toyal  iKrsonagc  who  drew  the  resemblance, 
thatt  ne  rcasoneil  more  from  our  actual 
mditioD,  thaa  from  what  we  wmt,  and 
what  we  ought  to  be.,  e  6ite, ft  hftpyy, aud 
\apontented  people. 
,  "'(Quitting,  tlierefure,  the  conif^tson 

vblebtohiiBdiMnbeiiDBaithe  foyt  of 
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this oomitry  and  tfie  mgm  dtMein  the' 

colonies,  wc  beseech  your  majesty  to  take 
into  your  gracious  cons^dcmUon  our  peti- 
tion in  their  behalf.  We  are  happy  ,to  con- 
gratulate your  majesty,  that  we  not  only 
cultivate  reason  oiir'sclvcs,  but  %ve  «re  daily 
eierting  ourselves  to  diiiuie  iL^  lutiucnce 
ttOtveraally.  Our  success.  Sue,  haa  bCMI 
wondrrfnl  !  ^^^  j^lory  in  announcing  to 
your  uii^ebly^  that,  by  the  u^te  of  that  r»- 
son  we  baivediioowereii  that  society  is  made 
for  man's  happiness;  thai  liberty  is  thr 
first  aud  best  ^t  of  (Jofi  to  man — which 
it  would  be  impious  not  to  assert,  aadaacri- 
lege  to  surrender.  In  the  naoMs,  therefore, 
ofliberty,  of  justice,  and  of  humanity,  and 
for  the  j>ake  of  liio^  wliose  cries  of^ 
<  Mercy !  Merorl  MtMfit  V  are  ooging 
elernafly  in  our  ears,  wc  pe'.ition,  we  im- 
plore your  majesty,  to  put  an  end  to  that 
devihsh  commerce  ill  buroan  Besh  ;  which 
is  a  thousand  limes  more  uboniincil)lc  in 
tiie  eyes  of  God  and  of  man,  than  the  |>cac- 
lice  of  selling  human  fiesh  in  Gennapy— 
because  accompanied  with  acts  more  pro- 
foundly cruel,  and  more^deliberatdiy  inhu- 
mao.  The  voice  of  an  immense  majority 
of  the  whole  nation  has  invoked  the  hu< 
manity  of  the  ilonse  of  Commons  for  the 
partial  abolition  of  injustice — but  in  vain, 
it  was  told,  that  the  slave  trade  was  inbu* 
man,  impohlic,  aocf  unchristian.  Eighty- 
eight  only  out  of  663,  voted  agreeably  to 
the  will  of  the  nation  for  its  abolition!  ! 
Did  the  renuiinins;  170  mean  thereby  to 
sanction  inhumariit^  and  impolicy^  and  to 
oppose  the  holy  ebnstian  religion,  the  fan- 
daniental  maxim  of  which  is,  '  Do  unto  all 
'  men  as  you  would  they  should  do  unto 
'  you  P  Ont  melancholy  fiKt,  however,  it 
has  proved,  that  a  sense  of  a  majority  of 
the  people  was  not  regarded  in  that  lioufie, 
aud  thai  justice  and  humanity  arc  of  no 
consideration,  when  put  m  conpetilion 
with  nvaricc,  wealth,  and  power.  gut 
w  liat  makes  humanity  more  than  bhuUder, 
one  of  the  members  of  that  House,  who 
had  his  leg  bitnf  by  a  shark,  and  who've 
life  was  sttvod  by  a  poor  nesgro,  declami, 
that  be  should  vote  against  tbeahohtion  of 
the  slave  trade,  because  the  negroes  con- 
sumed the  refuse  of  our  Asberies,  8uch 
marked  ingratitude,  stich  uttlMIng  bef^ 
barity,  pubhcly  avowed  in  the  British  se- 
nate, instead  of  sending  the  author  to  ph- 
MJU  tor  an  abuse  of  speech,  met  with  re- 
peated applauses :  and  what  grieves  ua 
more,  wc  find,  that  this  very  man  has  been 
appointed  by  your  majesty's  ministers,  to 
superintend  the  ptevisionnient  of  the  army, 
now  carrvin:^  on  l!ic  drcjijfal  v.ork  of 
human  siai^lHer,  on  the  l)iooU«slau>ed 
fields  efVlsniers. 

'  So  many  bars  have  been  thrown  in  the 
way  to  prevent  the  abolition  of  the  staive 
trade,  by  those  unfeeling  barbarians,  who, 
iHiUmMgljf  ftH  UHBMtftvcealaflredfaiir^ 
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West  India  merchants,  and  planters:  so  | 
many  obstacles  having  been  opposed  to  the  1 
rocJamaUoiM  of  hiitnaiiity  to  mvour  oftbe  I 

wretched-- wc  petition  yonr  mair^ty,  in 
wfaoae  hands  is  loercy,  to  recomineud,  or 
«omiiMuid  the  Bridth  senate  immediately 

to  abolish,  in  the  fullest  manner,  and  with> 
out  any  Qualification,  negro  slavery  in  the 
West  loaia  islands — ^because  it  ia  m&ultiog 
to  human  oaluie  fai  an  ag9  of  naaon  and 
philoso]»hy— because  it  tends  to  open  wide 
the-  flood -gates  of  patronage,  corruption, 
•od  depen^Qce :  inflames  and  stimulates 
^  sordid  passion  of  avarice,  which  is  ever 
im4y  to  feed  ambiuoQ,  to  furnish  the  first 
means  of  engaging  in  nrinousy  bloody,  and 
destructive  wars,  hj  which  courtiers  are 
enriched^  and  nations  beggared— because 
its  abolition  iriU  redeem  Che  national  ho- 
nour, too  long  sullied  by  t^e  trade  of 
blood — because  it  will  promote  the  cause  of 
liberty,  which  is  stiiding  apace  throughout 
-  on  the  regions  of  the  world-4Mcause  U  wil  1 
avenge  peacefully  ages  of  wron^^s  flone  to 
our  negro  brethren — b^use  it  wili  give  to 
industry  its  just  latitude — ^because  it  will 
ptit  an  end  to  injustice,  impolicy,  cruelty, 
avarice,  havoc,  s(>oiL  and  blood — because  it 
will  cover  a  multitude  of  national  sins,  and, 
instead  of  national  fasts,  wliirh  arc  too  fre- 
q|uentl|y  the  dreadful  preludes  of  blood 
•od  sornnr,  it  will  be  a  natiomil  feast, 
grateful  to  God,  and  pteasinc;  to  man.  It 
will  extend  the  empire  of  benevolence,  the 
brotherhood  of  the  human  race,  and  im- 
mortalixe  your  roiyesty's  reig0|  for  having 
established  on  their  purest  principles,  the 
claims  of  justice,  and  ihe  riRuts  of  man.' 

**  The  sioovo  petition,  ana  the  follnwins 
resolutions  wprc  received  with  unbounded 
^>plause,  and  without  one  dissenting  voice, 
Mceptat  the  word  Atunfr/^,  which  was  aeve> 
ral  time?  riscri  in  tho  petition,  was  objected 
to,  and  on  beine  put  to  the  vote,  was  imap 
nimously  agreed  to  be  expunged. 

*'  8.  Th.it  feci  oursLuvcs  not  only 
ashamed,  but  iadisnant,  that  the  British 

Sovemment  should  be  actively  en^piged  in 
tie  traffic  and  slavery  of  human  beings. 
**  9.  That  as  no  comnromtse  can  be  made 
between  freedom  ana  tyranny,  between 
virtue  and  vice,  justo  uid  injustice^  we 
thinlc  it  our  duty  not  to  confine  ourselves 
to  the  mere  abolition  of  the  slave  trade, 
wbieh  would  be  lacriddng  a  right  to  a  con- 
venionrr,  htit  to  petition  tor  the  total  eman- 
cipation  of  the  negro  slaves. 

**  10.  That  the  pelitioo  to  fbe  kins  now 
Toru^  for  the  total  and  unqualified  abolition 
ol  negro  slavery,  is  approved. 

"11.  That  a  congratulatory  letter  be 
transmitted  to  Thomas  Walker,  of  Man- 
chester, on  his  victory  met  church  and 
king  associations,  and  that  tiic  letter  now 
ffead  be  approved, 

*'  12.  That  the  above  petition  and  ad- 
.  dress  i>e  transcribed  on  parchment;  and 
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that  they  be  forwarded  to  carl  Stanhope, 
and  tiiat  he  be  requested  to  present  the  ad- 
dioaa  and  petition  to  his  majesty. 

**  IS.  Tnat  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  are 
given  to  all  those  juries  who»  in  these  in- 
ciuisHorial  times,  nateacted  like  fteeineo, 
in  acquitting  those  of  their  fellow  citizens 
who  have  been  brought  to  trial  for  speak- 
ing what  they  thougnt. 

"  14.  That  the  proceedings  of  this  m^* 
ing  be  publirly  advertized  and  transmitted 
to  the  Friends  ol  Liberty,  uJ  Justice,  and 
Humanity,  throughout  the  kingdom. 

"15.  That  a  voluntary  subscription  be 
imoiediateiy  opened,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses  attending  these  pioceedings. 

"  If:.  Thallhe  committrcofthcShefficlJ 
Constitutional  Society  be  desired  to  see 
that  the  above  resonition  be  carried  inio 
effecl;  and  that  they  prepare  an  address  to 
the  British  nation,  explanatory  of  the  mo- 
tives which  have  induced  this  meeting  to 
adopt  the  resolution  of  no  more  petitioning 
the  House  of  Commons  on  the  sutQecTw 
reform. 

**  The  above  resolution  s  ho  ing  passed,  and 
a  congratulatory  letter  to  Thomti?  Walker, 
of  Manchester,  r^,  on  his  acquittal  from 
an  inliunous  prosecution  at  Laneaiter,  the 
meeting  was  dissolved. 

**  Notwithstanding  the  largeness  of  the 
company,  so  great  were  Henry  Yorkc** 
exertions,  and  so  close  the  attention  paid 
to  htm,  that  there  was  scarcely  a  person 
present  who  did  not  distincUy  hear ;  many, 
mdeed,  we  are  told,  who  were  not  hereu^ 
fore  romarkable  for  their  liberality  of  sen- 
Inn  rnt,  have  acknowledged  themselves 
greatly  enlightened  1^  what  they  heard. 
To  show  the  high  sense  entertained  of 
Henry  Yorke's  services  at  this  meeting,  bj 
the  populace,  he  was  no  sooner  sealed  in 
the  coach,  which  attrndcd  on  him, 'than 
the  horses  were  taken  from  the  carriages 
and  tlie  people  draw  htm  throogh  moet  of 
the  public  street?  in  Sheffield,  aniid  ihc  ac- 
clamations of  thousands: — which  done, 
after  «  few  admonitory  words  from  the 
orator,  every  man  weal  peiceiMj  to  hit 
own  home."* 

**  AM  ADOBBSS  TO  THS  BM1IIB  SAHOV. 

"  Friends  nnd  Countrymen  j — We  have 
this  day  decided,  with  the  exception  of 
only  one  dtssentu]^  voice,  that  the  House 
of  romranns  sh:ilf  never  again  he  peti- 
tioned by  us  on  the  sulyect  of  parhamok- 
tary  reform. 

"  We  owe  to  the  nation,  to  posterity, 
even  to  foreign  countries,  and  to  the  go- 
vernment itself  under  wiiich  we  live,  an 
expoaiCbB  of  our  rootivaa.  To  tlw  nation 
we  owe  thi-^  dulv,  because  we  arc  of  opi- 
nion, that  tiie  will  of  the  majority  of  the 
people  should  be,  at  all  times,  the  supreme 
law :  and  that  if  the  few  dissent  from  the 
optQionof  the  many,  however  obligatory 
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the  will  of  the  m^jorit^  may  be  to  them  as 
a  rule  of  action,  ^et  o}>mion  b  always  free 
and  sacrrd,  tbe  nght  of  man  to  enjoy,  and 
the  con9cientiou«>  duty  of  maa  to  difiuae. 
Under  tbe  full  conviction  of  tliis  principle, 
W0  M  oufMlves,  at  pr^eat,  the  roinonty, 
b<rcnii?ic  we  are  the  first  to  ajiitute  the 
quesUoti,  and  to  repel  the  moa^trous  idea 
of  petitiMitnf  when  our  petttioos  are  not 
rect'ivfd  hy  tlie  House  of  Comiuons.  But, 
wc  are  numeious— we  are  roanjf  thousands ; 
wd    iiotbiB|[  opens  the  eves  of  men  so 
much  as  their  interests,  we  demand,  fellow- 
citizens,  nay,  we  are  entitled  to  it  from  our 
numbers,  that  you  lend  an  attentive  ear  to 
truths     are  •txml  to  utter,  and  to  tbe 
reclamations  we  are  about  to  make  in  f^- 
voor  of  0|^preesed  huroanitjfr.  llctiiktu 
notoour  votee^forwe  Ihsak  it  will  strike 
conviction ;  attend  to  our  reasoning,  fur  wc 
know  that  jrour  applauding  senumeuls  wiU 
give  eolewiity  toour  meeeufee,  and  conse- 
auenre  to  our  example.   To  posterity  thi";  | 
ouir  u  owinc,  because  thev  will  expect 
joioee  at  our  haiids,  liberty  rroii](  our  exer- 
tions, happiness  and  peace  frorti  the  suc- 
cess of  our  cause.   To  foreign  countries, 
because  they  will  then  form  some  estimate 
of  the  degree  of  confidence  which  we,  who 
Jive  under  the  British  g;overnment,  rr[v>se 
la  It;  and  ot  the  aileclion,  respect  and  obe- 
ditDce,  paid  by  our  nden  1o  we  majesty  of 
the  people.    To  the  government  itself,  be- 
cause It  will  discover,  in  our  hrm  and 
maoly  tone  of  eoodoet,  materials  for  se- 
rious find  solemn  debate.    It  ^vi II  discover 
that  the  exercise  of  a  power,  uuderived 
fioB  even  macisterial  authorUy,  is  totally 
repugnant  to  the  genius  of  a  legislative  as- 
semblv,  (which  ought  to  be  an  emanation 
Ifinmthe  public  will,  and,  therefore,  obe- 
dient to  it)  because  it  has  a  tendency  to 
loov^n  the  bands  of  subordination,  nnt]  to 
wcaicen  that  reverence  which  should  al- 
ways be  shown  to  a  government  which  re- 
fsros  the  condition  and  fulfils  the  mandate^: 
of  its  aoverei^  the  people.    It  will  be 
tMi^t  a  lesson,  wbfeh  n  sanetiooed  by  the 
testimony  of  both  ancient  and  modem 
•lory,  that  when  a  government  cooteiuns 
the  people,  the  people  will,  in  their  turn, 
ooniemn  the  government :  it  will  be  taught 
that  when  their  exists  a  want  of  confidence 
between  the  governors  and  tbe  governed, 
confusion,  the  iiontof  natioMldisleiiipen, 
is  the  issue. 
**  Our  petition  was  received  wiiii  the  ut- 
Mt  indigiistMO  by  tbe  House  of  Con* 
mon<» ;  which  w:\s  no  more  than  we  ex- 
pected   W  e  kne  w  ttiat  the  homely  truths, 
we  uttered  would  be  very  UBwdkone 
guests  in  that  !Ioti5e.   We  never  expected 
that  a  body,  in  which  there  were  so  many 
ybwemen  and  pemieiMrs,  would  listen  to 
the  palpable  facts  stated  in  that  petition  ; 
the  object  of  which  was,  to  root  out  ii^u»- 
ud  to  curb  licentiousness  and  comip- 


tion.  Kcvcrthelos*,  wc  wrrc  callefj 
upon  by  our  countrymen  to  unite  wUh 
them,  we  thought  ourselves  bound  to  oous* 
ply  with  their  wishes.  And  althouL'h  wtt 
petition  was  disdainfully  rejected,  becau&o 
not  ooucUed  in  language  lufficiently  polite 
and  respectful  tor  the  five  hunclr' d  and 
fifty-eight  gentlemen  who  sit  m  tbe  Uoiuo 
of  Conmons,  yet  believe  us,  fellow  cit^ 
zens,  we  are  still  of  opinion,  tliat  the  mat* 
tcr  it  contained  was  not  only  just  and  pso- 
per,  but,  we  think,  that  even  the  language,i 
which  gave  so  much  ofSsnce  to  the  boo. 

fcntlemen,  was  much  too  modern ic  for  u^. 
or,  if  the  House  of  Commons  wcr«  tlie 
real  representatives  of  the  people,  we  oer- 
tninly  had  a  right  to  dictate,  and  not  to 
pcuiiuii,  bccau^  they  could  be  considered 
in  no  other  light  Uian  as  the  organs  of  the 
public  will.    And  if  Ihcy  rt.fiiscJ  to  obey 
that  will  they  would  be  usurpers  and  not 
lepiesentalives.  If,  on  tbe  contrary,  they 
nrc  not  tlic  representatives  of  the  people, 
what  have  we  to  do  with  them  i  if  they 
are  not  our  representatives  we  cannot  be 
their  constituents ;  aiul  to  petition  those 
who  are  not  our  reurescalatives  as  our  re- 
presentatives, would  be  a  manifest  absur- 
dity, if  not  an  insult  and  mockery  of  our- 
selves.  However,  the  pclilion,  &nrh  as  it 
was,  being  termed  disrespectful,  was  tlirown 
out  by  a  majority  of  79^  there  being  99 
only  who  voted  for  its  bein^  received,  and 
iuu  who  voted  against  u.   buch  imperio«'« 
treatment  rather  gives  warning  thanstiikai 
terror.   Tlic  abuse  of  representation  can 
never  come  in  the  place  of  a  nde,  for  no 
legal  power  can  be  deitved  ftom  injui^  or 
injustice.    On  this  ground  alone,  therewre, 
we  are  justified  in  preserving  a  sullen  si- 
lence in  respect  to  the  House  of  Commons. 
For  if  grievances,  abuses,  ocunplaints,  and 
truth,  are  to  be  discarded  from  that  IIou«ie, 
becau^  not  dressed  lu  a  ^eutiemaa-hi^ 
langiuge,  bow  are  we  plain  mechanics, 
ever  to  obtain  redress,  who  are  not  gentle- 
men, and  who  arsy  consequently  ignorant 
of  those  polite  and  eourtly  oapresiient 
which  are  necessary  to  gain  a  hearing  in 
that  House.   We  are  ignorant  ot  the  art 
of  displaying  truth  by  halves,  and,  as  wO 
love  plain  deahng  ourselves,  we  detest  hy- 
pocrisy iu  others,  and  pity  those  who  would 
wish  us  to  follow  their  eaunple. — ^We  said 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  we  are  wrong^ 
and  aggrieved — will  you  right  us,  and  rf» 
dress  our  grievances,  or  will  you  not  f  If 
you  will,  we  shall  be  salislied ;  if  you  will 
not,  we  shall  seek  redres*?  some  other  way. 
This  is  the  sole  question  with  us^  and  we 
put  i^  as  we  thought,  in  a  most  ^■^■^-w'^ 
style  to  the  Hoiisc  of  Common?.    But,  our 
petition  being  scouted,  we  shall  trouble 
them  no  more  with  our  eoarse  and  tusman- 
nerly  language.    It  will  be  o\ir  duty  to  pro- 
ceed as  we  have  unitormly  done  hitherto, 
in  oi^ighienuig  the  public  mindi  and, 
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opinion  may  be  resf>ected.  When  the  ge- 
neral will  is  known,  i(  niii;!it  to  be,  it  must 
be  obeyed,   liukrs  will  always  respect  you, 
when  ^f€n  respect  younelvct:  and«  o^f 
sacred  isle  !  honoured  in  the  page  of  hij. 
lory  for  having  cherished  the  flame  of  li. 
berty  when  it  hatii   been  smothered 
throughout  the  globe;  reno«rned  for  thy 
Hampden,  thy  Sidney,  and  thy  lA>cke — 
still  be  the  asylum  of  the  unforluuale,  and 
the  refuge  of  the  free  !—<8fecred  loyeof  oinr 
country  f— teach  the  people  their  riehts, 
Uial  they  may  avenge  iheir  wrongs !  holy 
flame  of  pattfotism!  kindle  within  UUr 
breastf>  the  sacred  ftafne  of  liberty,  and  c^  c 
tjs courage  to  assert  it  !  Virtue!  teacti^  us 
nercyv  that  we  may  spread  f»  «Md  wide 
the  empire  of  peace  and  bcnevolnn'e?*' 
Tbey  then  proceed^  to  cross  examine 
Broomhead,  on  the  pari  of  Mr.  Htnme  Tooko ; 
he  said  they  had  no  view  of  overturning  the 
government  by  force,  that  he  knew  of :  that 
.  there  was  no  intent  to  attack  the  king ;  that 
they  were  as  well  affected  to  thalting  as  ally 
people  in  England;  that  there  was  no  inten> 
tion  agaiu&t  the  House  of  Lords,  to  his  know- 
ledge ;  but  a  reform  in  the  demeeratieal  part 
of  the  British  constitution  was  that  which 
they  aimed  at,  the  representative  part  in  the 
House  <^  Conment ;  he  knew  of-  gtbier 
view,  and  tbey  bad  no  view  to  obtain  it  by 
force. 

Me  was  asked,  upon  his  rv-examtnatfon  for 

the  proseculion,  how  that  moiion  to  ncjptive 
the^ictitinn  to  parliament  was  managed  ;  he 
said  that  it  was  settled  by  a  very  few  persons; 
that  if  any  peraonhad  had  viewe  of  doing  any 
thing  improppr,  or  by  force,  it  was  unknown 
to  hitn,  and  those  with  whom  he  acted ;  that 
adelbrence  was  paid  t6  some  of  the  leading 
persons  in  the  orderiri;!  the  afrnir  ol"  the  so- 
ciety :  that  he  was  a  passive  person  himself 
as  being  secretary.  He  was  aakedwhat  is 
become  of  Gale,  one  of  the  persons  named  as 
being  of  that  small  party  which  settled  the 
btisinesa  relative  to  the  motion,  be  said  he 
did  not  know  what  was  become  of  him ; 
he  }>aid  he  did  not  take  any  part  about  this 
motion,  because  he  had  been  toW  that  being 
secretary,  he  had  no  right  to  give  an  opinion. 

deorgc  Widdison  \va«?  then  called,  he  said, 
he  became  a  member  of  this  society  at  Shef- 
field two  years  ago ;  that  part  of  that  time  he 
belonged  to  the  mvision  number  one,  and  wa? 
a  delegate :  that  the  society  might  consist  of 
about  six  hundred  regular  tnembers ;  th^ 
met  once  a  fiiriiiight  iii  the  divisions ;  that 
the  division  number  one,  met  on  a  Tuesday 
or  a  Wednesday ;  that  the  gieneral  meetings 


when  a  eomj^lete  nvohition  of  sendment 
shall  take  place  (as  will  shortly  be  the 
case)  in  our  countty,  we  shall  open  our 
ttotrais,  in  that  key  we  think  niMt  agree- 
able to  ourselves.  And  our  voice,  together 
with  that  of  our  disfranchised  countrymen, 
iHll  resemble,  perhaps,  the  thundering  from 
Moant  Sinai ! 

"  Yes,  countrymen,  we  demand  equality 
of  rights,  in  which  is  included  equality  of 
lepresentation,  without  which  terror  is  law, 
awi  the  obligations  of  justice  arc  weakened ; 
because  unsanctioned  by  the  saered  vuice 
of  the  people.  We  arc  not  speaking  of 
that  visionary  equality  of  property,  tlie 
practical  assertion  of  which  would  desolate 
the  world,  and  replunge  it  into  the  darkest 
and  wildest  barbarism  ;  but  tli  ii  equality 
we  claim,  is  to  make  the  slave  a  man,  the 
man  a  citizen,  and  the  oitizen  an  integral 
put  of  the  state ;  to  make  him  a  ^oint  so- 
vereign, and  not  a  subject;  to  oblige  law, 
which  ought  to  be  an  emanation  Irom  the 
eeoeral  will,  to  shed  its  influence,  without 
distinction,  over  the  heads  of  all,  and  to 
restrain  or  strike  the  wealthy  plunderer 
eaually  with  the  more  homely  ofliender. 
We  wish  to  give  rights  to  hirn  who  has 
BODOi  and  a  country  to  him  who  wants  one. 
We  wish  to  tipset  the  idol  of  injustice, 
•.vhich  has  poured  forth,  from  its  exalted 
throne,  a  deluge  of  sorrow,  and  flooded  the 
world  vrith  tears  and  the  blood  of  its  inha- 
bitants. We  desire  to  see  wisdom  demand- 
ing of  miserable  million «  their  wants,  and 
hmnauity  at  hand  to  supply  them.  We 
desire  to  see  the  sanctuary  of  virtue 
erectrfl,  nnr}  ihr  standard  of  liberty  planted 
in  our  land,  arotmd  which  the  people  may 
rally  as  to  aa  holy  of  holies.  In  short,  we 
desire  to  sec  the  alter  of  equality  blazing  in 
Britain,  w  hose  streams  ot  hre,  whilst  they 
shall  shock,  convulse,  and  tear  down  the 
rotten  piltirs  i  f  prejudices;  whilst  they 
shall  consume  tyiants,  and  tenily  public 
deBnquents ;  shall  pteree  into  the  hearts,  of 
the  whole  people,  and  confirm  the  wide 
empire  of  morals  on  the  wreck  of  supersti- 
tion and  vice. — Such  is  our  equalitv,  and 
such  is  tiurcqnafity  which  we  proudly  gra- 
tulfttr  our  roiintrymen  will  shortly  be  csta- 
bUshed  ill  Bntaiji,  and  which  we  invite  you, 

ale  of  Scotland,  to  partake  of.  The 
s  of  thr  Forth,  thf'  Iris  of  Bannock- 
bum.  and  Culloden,  and  that  tribunal  of 
Bdinmirsh,  wlueb  has  diagraeed  yow  capi- 
Isl,  shallyct  bear  testimony  to  the  cause 
gr^wfaich  Fletcher  wrote,  and  WaUaoe 

"  People  of  Britain,  cultivate  reason? —  1  were  occasionally  once  a  month,  or  once  Tn 
inquire,  and  you  will  be  informed —claim    six  weeks;  he  says  he^aw  Yorke  at  Sheflield 


vour  rights,  and  you  will  have  them. —  The 
Mrdls  of  the  victorious  patriot  are  dis- 
honoured when  tinged  with  civic  blood. 
Let  revolution  of  sentiment  precede  refor- 
mation in  government  and  manners :  let 
~       opinion  be  ooofiiaedy  ihnt  publk; 


two  years  ago  ;  he  first  saw  him  in  Queen- 
street,  soon  after  the  eietilitiOD  of  the  king 
of  I'rance  ;  'that  Yorke  was  generally  in  the 
chair  when  at  Sheflield;  he  remembotd 
Matthew  (^mpbell  Brown  being  elected  n 
deiegrtBtolheConveDtiba«»BdbiM||ij  tbftt 
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Btdwo  had  brrn  a  player ;  after"  ards  he  acted 
as  an  attorney  ;  Vurke  unce  liKiged  at  Caw- 
tborne*8,  tbe  witaesft  stteoded  him  there  as  a 
hair-drc^scr;  Yorko  aflrrwards  lodged  at 
2ieale'»,agroccrithat  tie  bMl  some  conversation 
-irith  him  about  pikes ;  that  Yorlce  seemed  to 
agree  upon  the  necessity  of  pikes  being  miule; 
he  said  Yorkc  gave  him  to  understand  that 
Gale  wmild  take  a  dozen  of  pikes,  and  Yut 
made  a  dozen  or  a  dozen  and  a  half  of  pike 
hsndlts  for  Gale;  he  sent  one  of  them  to 
Yorkc,  vrho  said  it  would  do;  the  witness^  was 
a  turner  by  iradeyM  well  as  a  hair-dresser; 
that  the  pikps  ^vrrr  :1l^o1!t  «!evf>n  tert  ff)ne; ; 
Yorkc  asked  imn  sonic  lew  times— how  do 
you  go  on  with  these  pikes;  be  said  the 
pike  hra  l^  were  lo  come  from  l>avi^  ii's; 
there  were  iron  hoops  put  on  at  the  eud»  of 
Ifae  shafts;  the  witness  said  he  withdrew 
himself,  after  some  time,  from  (K  irly; 

he  saitl  he  told  Yorke  one  niorniug,  he 
thought  thev  were  g  too  far  respectinjg 
universal  suArage ;  that  he  was  convinced  it 
vould  rrtrry  tliem  too  far,  by  drawing  in  too 
ereat  a  number  of  people  to  give  ihtir  voices 
wr  members  of  parliament  before  they  were 
arquaintcd  with  the  business.  lie  ^aid  he  had 
conversation  with  Davison;  that  lie  never 
understood  the  pikes  were  for  any  other  pur- 
pose than  for  tlicir  own  defence ;  he  dcscrihes 
the  head  of  ttic&e  pikes  to  be  about  eight 
inches  in  length,  and  about  an  inch  and  a 
quarter  in  the  brondest  part. 

He  was  ai>ked  upon  his  cross-examination 
whether  he  was  an  enemy  to  the  king ;  he 
said,  God  focbkl;  that  they  bad  no  intent  to 
attack  the  power,  or  thr  p^-on  of  the  kinc;, 
to  his  knowledge,  and  tiiai  he  would  not  have 
continued  lu  the  society  if  th^  btd;  he  ttid 
thrir  phu!  originated  in  what  was  drawn  up 
hy  the  duke  uf  iUchmond.  The  letter  of  the 
dSdce  of  Riehmond  to  colonel  Sharman  was 
shown  tti  him  ;  he  said  he  believed  that  was 
the  general  idea  thev  had  aU  that  time,  be- 
cause  they  thought  there  was  no  other  phm 
sufEciently  efi'ectual  to  reform  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  make  it  what  it  was  originally 
intended  by  the  constitution ;  he  never  under* 
stood  thai  it  was  metnt  to  be  done  by  force ; 
that  the  principal  tironnd  for  his  withdrawing 
iirom  them  was,  hi^  nut  approving  of  universal 
sufiiraffe  ;  he  believed  the  pikes  never  were 
intenaed  for  any  other  ptirpo  c  \hM\  to  defend 
themselves;  timt  Cak'»  huu&e  bad  been  ab- 
■ohitely  attacked  upon  some  news  being 
brought  to  Sheffielu,  and  his  friends  were 
under  tiie  necessity  uf  coming  to  delend  him ; 
tint  Gale,  he  thought,  vras  so  honest  m  man 
that  he  could  net  make  an  ill  use  of  these 
pikes;  he  heard  the  opposite  party  say,  that 
if  there  wa!r  an  invasion  they  should  first  fall 
upon  this  party  at  ShefieM ;  he  said  he  be- 
lieved thai  the  only  reason  for  having  these 
pikes  was  tbe  attack  made  upon  them ;  he 
never  understood  they  were  intended  against 
the  i;o'^■c^Tlmcn^ ;  he  said  the  opposition 
was  among  iheiu selves ;  he  thinks  that  one 
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Bamford,  Tliomas  Pcnn,  and  another  mrin, 
who  he  said  was  a  parson,  were  the  cause  of 
all  the  mischief  in  the  neighbourhood;  that 
that  last  man  publish*  T  .in  h  tlammatory 
letter  in  the  paper  called  the  Courant,  recom- 
mending to  the  people,  called  by  the  name  of 
Ari'.tocrats,  to  take  up  arms,  and  exlerniin  ifc; 
these  people ;  he  particularly  remembers  this 
letter,  and  that  there  were  similar  letters  pub- 
lished by  others ;  he  said  he  made  no  appK* 
cation  to  a  ma£;i'^t^atc,  for  indeed  they  very 
seldom  could  have  justice ;  he  was  asked  if 
there  vrere  any  riots  in  the  town;  he  said 
there  were  no  riots  till  Mr.  VVilkiri'^on  nnd 
tbe  dragoons  came;  tliat  he  explained  by 
saying  tnat  the  town  were  dissatbfied  about 
an  inclosurc  which  thry  wanted  to  get  rid  of, 
and  when  Mr.  Wiikuisuu  and  the  dragoons 
came  and  prevented  them  that  the  people 
grew  riotous ;  he  said  he  once  applied  for 
justice  to  Mc  Altborp,  a  magistrate,  and  he 
refused  to  listen  to  his  complaint ;  that,  when 
explained,  turned  out  to  be  a  matter  in  which 
it  was  very  likely  the  magistrate  did  riglit ; 
It  was  a  Quarrel  at  an  ale- house,  and  related  to 
money  wnich  probably  had  been  shaken  our 
of  his  pocket,  whirh  it  <.eemed  as  if  he 
wanted  to  charge  people  with  having  stolen; 
he  said  thev  approved  of  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond's plan,  and  «o  much  of  Paine's 
work  as  lell  in  with  it ;  jiarts  of  it  be  said  he 
thousfat  they  did  not  approve  of,  nor  imder- 
stand,  and  he  thought  Patno  did  QOt  under- 
stand those  parts  himself. 

Mr.  Gumell  then  produced  a  paper  found 
at  Hardy'lip  winch  purports  to  be  a  letter  fiom 

Davison,  ndf'ressrd  to  citizen  H.trdy,  propos- 
ing to  him  Utdt  he  would  supply  him  with 
pikes  upon  a  plan  lately  adopted  at  Sheffield, 
and  inclosing  a  letter  directed  to  the  Norwich 
Society,  to  b«  forwarded  to  them  for  tbe  same 
piwpose,  making  an  efier  of  these  piket.  Wid- 
dison  says  that  Davison  was  a  printer.  That 
letter  to  Hardy  must  be  read.  The  letter  for 
the  Norwich  Society,  was  in  fact'  nevw  tent. 
Hardy  kept  it  by  him  till  he  was  appreliendcdy 
and  it  is  orobable  it  was  never  opened. 

"  Fellow  Citizen ; — ^I'he  bare-faced  aris- 
iocncy  of  tbe  present  administration,  has 
made  It  nccc?«ary  that  we  shoidd  be  pre- 
pared to  act  on  the  defensive  against  any 
attack  the^  may  command  their  newly- 
armed  minions  to  make  upon  us. — A  plan 
has  been  hit  upon,  and  if  encouraged  suffi- 
ciently, will,  no  doubt,  have  tb«  efleet  of 
furnishing  a  quantity  of  pikes  to  the  pa- 
triots great  cnoitth  to  make  tbem  formi- 
dable. The  bhutes  we  made  of  steel,  tem- 
pered and  polished  after  an  improved 
form.  They  may  be  hxed  into  any  shafts 
(but ones  are  recommended)  of  the  girt 
of  the  accompanying  hoops  at  the  top  CM^ 
and  about  an  irKh  more  at  the  buttom. 

"  The  blades  and  hoops  (more  than  which 
cannot  properly  be  sent  to  any  great  di^ 
tmce)  will  be  charged  one  shiUmg.  Moocy 
to  be  sent  with  the  drdcrs^, 
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As  the  institution  is  in  its  infancy,  im-  i  or  some  such  BUmlier;  probably  there  might 


mediate  eOMuraeement  is  necessary. 

**  Orders  may  he  sent  to  the  secretary  of 
tke  Sheffield  C^nstUtUional  Society,  [iiiruck 
Mf.]  RieBA«»  DAnsoa. 

•*  Sheffield,  April  1794. 

**To  prevent  post  suspicion,  direct  to 
Mr.  Itobcri  Moony,  joiner,  Cheney-square, 
.Sheffield,   i'iease'to  forward  the  inclosed." 

"  Addressed,  *  Citizen  Hardy, 
«  No.  9»  PkcsdOlj,  London/" 

rrfao  foUowtog  letter  was  inclosed  in  the 
last.] 

.  **  Fellow  Citizen ; — The  hare-faced  aris- 
tocrac}r  of  the  present  administration,  has 
made  it  necessary  tol  prepare  to  act  upon 
the  iflefeosive,  in  case  of  any  attack  upon 
the  patriots:  a  plan  has  l  e  n  formed  for 
can;vin£  into  effect  tins  necessary  busineaa. 
— Pike  olades  tat  made,  with  hoops  tot  tbw 
shafts  to  fit  the  top  ends :  the  bottom  ends 
of  the  shafts  should  be  about  an  inch 
thidcer,  and  Jir  is  reoominended  <br  the 
shafts,  selectei  by  persons  w  ho  are  judges 
of  %vood.  The  blades  and  hoops  will  be 
sold  at  the  rate  of  one  shillii:^  properly 
tempered  and  polished.  The  monejsent 
with  the  orders,       Richard  DaVISON." 

**  Direct  to  Mr.  lloberl  Moody,  joiner, 
Cheney  square,  Sheffield,  to  prevent  the 
poit-mastei'a  auspkaon." 

*'  Addressed. — 'To  the  secretary  of 
<  the  Korwich  Patriotic  Society."" 

Gentlemen,  thus  far  it  may  be  observed  on 
the  one  side,  that  there  seems  to  have  been 
uo  great  anxiety  to  make  a  full  use  of  tMs 
ofier  from  Sheffield,  from  the  circumstance  of 
the  letter  never  ha%'ing  been  sent  to  Norwich. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  sending  this  letter  to 
Hafdy    vecj  much  against  the  pretence  that  , 

these  pikes  were  introduced  merely  for  self-  '  mrr  resolution  of  the  twentieth  of  January, 


have  been  some  more,  but  they  do  not  *eem 
to  have  been  prepared  in  any  very  great 
numbers.  W  hat  tnis  circumstance,  if  a  cSieck 
bad  not  taken  place,  might  h«ve  M  to, 
nin  onlv  be  matter  of  conjecture ;  they  were 
very  dangeroitt  weapons,  and  it  was  a 
most  fortunate  tiling  for  the  country  that 
the  di<;covery  wa^  made  before  there  va* 
any  opportunity  of  making  a  bad  u^  of  such 
weapons.  Aa  it  alands  upon  the  whole  of 
the  rvidencc,  it  IS  a  circunr^tancc  of  some 
suspicion,  but  I  think  it  ^oes  uot  so  the 
length,  upon  tiie  evidence,  of  fairly  oo»- 
necting  itself  with  the  plan  of  this  conven- 
tion, which  is  the  material  point  to  which  it 
should  apply,  in  order  to  give  it  the  full  force 
which  a  preparation  of  arms  would  pve. 

Gentlemen,  they  then  call  for  a  paper  fourth 
upon  Thelwall,  written  by  Martin,  ami  proved 
by  Evan  Evans  to  have  Men  in  Martin's  pos- 
session,  hcTore  the  fourteenth  of  April  ;  that 
IS  a  material  dute,  because  upon  the  tourteenth 
of  April,  there  wete  eerfatn  leaolulioas  passed 
at  Chalk-farm,  and  this  paper  purports  to  be 
a  paper  of  resolutions,  mtended  to  be  ottered 
at  the  public  meeting,  that  was  to  be  MA 
upon  tnat  fourteenth  of  April.  Evans  says 
that  Martin  read  them  over  in  his  hearing, 
and  desired  Pearce  to  take  them  to  Chalk- 
farm,  and  return  as  soon  as  possible;  ha  aiQni 
Pearce  did  come  back  ;  that  Martin  men- 
tioned his  having  written  the  resolutions, 
and  having  put  plenty  of  cayenne  into 
them,  and  that  if  they  would  attend  to  him 
there  would  be]  warm  work.  As  against 
Martin  indivMoally  this  goes  a  great  way- 
tow  ards  demonstrating  that  he  had  in  liis 
mind,  intentions  of  violence  to  be  put  in  prac^ 
tice  upon  some  ooeauon  or  other,  and  ftoa 
the  nature  of  the  resolutions  at  Chalk-farm, 
and  from  the  nature  of  the  evidence  respect- 
ing a  convention  to  be  held  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  that  resoluUon,  and  that  ibv- 


defence,  because  whatever  oecessitv  there 
might  be  for  persons  who  were  attacked  and 
insulted  nt  Sh»  ff.rld,  to  procure  themselves 
weapons  of  defence,  tn  order  to  oppose  any 
fielence  that  mi^t  be  offered  to  them ;  that 
originated  there,  it  ended  thiorc,  md  it  should 
have  gone  no  farther.  But  when  there  is  in- 
dnstriously  spread  abroad  by  this  Davison,  an 
idm  of  *<  preparing  patriots  in  geneml,  to  act 
on  the  defensive,  against  any  attack  that  may 
be  made  by  the  newly-armed  minions,"  it 
Mther  looks  as  if  that  ftttndc  was  sought,  and 
as  if  these  arms  were  more  of  an  oflfensive 
than  of  a  defensive  nature.  At  the  same 
time  it  ia  proper  to  ohaom^that  under  all 
the  rirrn!n<;tance8,  it  seems  to  be  pretty  clear 
it  was,  at  tiurtbest,  but  an  iooeplion  of  a  design 
to  procvra  afmt,  for  ton  sto  there  were  none, 
in  t  \(~t,  sent  up,  as  far  as  ap['<  ;irs  Uum  the 
evidence,  to  London,  and  a  very  few  indeed 
prepared  at  Slieffiela:  the  ovklence,  I  think, 
doosaotgolamoitlliaiia'doMaiiMln  half. 


undoubtedly  it  is  evidence  for  your  conside- 
ration to  show  that  Martin  conteroplatodftiiw 
to  be  used  upon  the  occasion  of  that  conven- 
tion. When  I  say  il  is  evidence,  I  mean  only 
to  say,  that  it  is  proper  to  bo  sobnillad  to 
your  consideration,  Icnving  youtO  ffftfnT  Ibo 
iufereiKe  how  far  it  operates. 

Evans  was  asked  whether  he  knew  a  Ni- 
cholas Gay,  he  said  no,  the  man  he  knew 
wa"5  a  Richard  Gay.  Then  he  w:i<?  a^ked 
some  questions  about  a  person  of  the  name 
of  Gay,  who  travelled  in  Russia,  but  Iw  hM 
he  knew  nothin";  at  all  of  any  such  person^ 
and  notbmg  could  be  made  of  that  examma- 
tkm. 

The  next  evidence  wt?  to  prove  thnt  thi"; 
paper  thus  found  upon  Thelwall,  and  another 
paper  of  the  same  import,  wore  <ii  ltetia% 
hand -writing.  That  paper  was  read  in  evi* 
dence,  and  will  now  be  read  to  you.  Un* 
doubtedly  it  Ims  a  very  bad  and  a  very  dan- 
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*  miMd  1  will  peifbrm  and  keep ;  so  help 

*  me  Co  J,'  and  then  shall  kiss  tne  book. 
*'  Kcsoived,  Thai  his  present  majesty, 

king  George  Srd,  on  his  accesaioa  to  Uie 
throne  of  these  nttaia,  did  wleaui^  take 
the s:ii(l  oath. 

*'  IiC3i>U etJ,  lliai  the  con.stituUonal  ri|^ts 
of  the  people  have  been  viulated,  and  iMt 
it  is  the  dut^  of  the  peonie,  in  tbe  present 
alarming  cosis  to  a^&embie  and  inquire  ato 
the  innovatioiii  «r  tniKngeiBeats  which 
liavr  hpfn  made  iipon  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  how  iar  the  dedacaiivat  of  the 
consttUitioo,  at  lli^  were  aeltied  at  the 
atl  re^  iiil  Revolution,  remain  in  force,  and 
which  of  them  have  been  violated,  and  by 
whom ;  and  also  whether  such  injK>vaUoo», 
infrin^ments,  and  violationi,  faKve  faeoi 
committed  from  the  nfc;1i2;enre  orcorrtjp- 
Uoa  ol  those  wlio  iiave  liteu  intrusted  with 
the  government  of  the  state. 

"  Resolved,  That  this  society  do  invite 
tlie  people  to  meet  in  their  respective 
neighbourhoeds,  to  elect  eoe  er  nore  per- 
son or  persons  as  delegates  to  meet  in  a 
convention,  to  be  held  oo  the  dur 
of  next,  «t  eaek  yieee  aa  ehall 

be  appointed  by  the  secret  committee  of 
this  society ;  and  that  the  delegates  so 
elected  do  forthwith  transmit  to  the  secre- 
tary of  this  society.  No.  9,  Piccadilly, 
Loudon,  the  vouchers  of  their  several  elec- 
tions, in  order  that  the  place  of  meeting 
may  be  duly  notified  to  them. 

"  Resolvrd,  1  fiat  it  is  the  right  and  (be 
boundeu  duty  ut  the  people  to  punish  all 
traitors  against  tbe  iialioii»  end  Uwt  the  fol- 
io win  2;  words  arc  now  Hot  a  part  of  the 
oath  ot  allegiance ;  to  wi^  *  X  declare  that 
'  it  it  not  Uwful,  upon  vaj  pmince  whet- 

*  ever,  to  take  anna agHiulttie  king.'** 

I  will  make  but  a  single  observation  upon 
this  paper, — and  I  wish,  if  I  am  right  in 
what  I  feel  in  my  own  mind  about  it,  tl^t  in 
this  case,  when  Martin  is  not  befote  you,  it 
had  not  even  been  given  in  cvi^lence, — it  is 
that  when  this  paper  is  exau  Tinl,  it  is  very 
)  apparent  that  the  convention  proposed  was 
not  a  convention  tliat  had  any  thing  to  do 
with  a  reform  of  parliament.  That  is  the 
single  observation  that  I  will  make  upon  it. 

Gentlemen,  the  next  piece  of  evidence  was 
a  paper  produced  by  Lauzim,  found  at  Uar- 
d/t  end  which  purports  to  be  the  proeee^n 
of  the  London  Corresponding  SocieljalCbalJc 
Farm.  That  paper  mu^t  be  read. 


609]  Jwr  High  Tr&Mom. 

At  a  general  Meeting  of  the  London  Cor-  | 

leapoiidiog  Society,  held  at 

on  Monday,  the  14th  day  of  April,  1794. 

•*  Citizen  in  tbe  chair. 

"  Resolved,  That  all  sovereign,  legisla- 
tive, aiiU  iiuliciul  powers,  are  the  rights  of 
the  peopfc ;  and  though  the  people  have  i 
delegated  tliose  their  orii^inal  povircrs  to  ' 
Others,  in  tmstf  for  the  benefit  of  the  com-  j 
mmdty,  yet  tbe  rights  theoiaelves  are  re-  | 
scrvci!  by  tbe  people,  and  cannot  hr  ?.h>c>- 
tut^ly  parted  with  by  the  people  to  those 
nenent  who  are  employedf  to  eondnet  the 
lusiness  of  the  state. 

u  Hesoived,  That  the  constitution  of 
Engknd  is  held  by  the  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons,  and  other  officers  appointed  by 
the  people  in  (rutt,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people;  and  thougli  these  trustees  may 
fefulete  and  improve  the  constitution,  yet 
they  cannot  alter  or  «ul  vrrt  it  without com- 
Diitting  trca&on  agau)<^t  the  nation. 

•*  Resolved, That  Magna  Charta.ot THE 
GREAT  CHARTER  OF  THE  UBEB. 
T1£S  OF  ENGLAND,  made  in  the  reign 
of  king  John;  THE  PETITION  OF 
RTGU'l.S,  assented  to  by  parliament  in  the 
reign  of  king  Charles  1st  and  the  several 
laws  made  at  and  in  consequence  of  the 
Glorious  Revolution  in  the  year  1688,  are 
derlaritory  of  those  parts  of  the  constitu- 
tion ul  KiigLnd,  which  are  lit  and  Ly  them 
lespectivefy  declared. 

«  Resolved,  That  the  office  of  KING  of 
England  w«s  not  instituted  by  the  people 
nerely  as  an  office  of  profit  end  honour  to 
the  king,  tnit  he  wns  so  appointed  as  chief 
liuaiee  and  guardian  of  the  constitution  and 
righta  of  the  people,  and  that  inportaat 
and  laborious  personal  duties  are  annexed 
to  the  regal  office,  the  objects  of  which  are 
to  promote  tlic  good  of  the  people,  and  pre- 
serve their  rights  in  full  v^oiir  finom  inncH 
vatton  and  corruption. 

"  liesolved, Thalit  is  the  duty  of  the  king 
%io  preserve  the  constitution  of  Enghno 
and  the  rights  of  the  people  against  every 
encroachment;  and  in  order  u>  cntorce  tliat 
duty*  the  following  oath  is  required  to  be 
taken  by  every  king  on  his  actcs^^ion  to  the 
throne  of  Great  liritain,  to  wit :  tlie  arch- 
btahep  or  bishop  shall  say — *  Will  yoo  so- 

*  lemnly  promise  and  swear  to  govern  the 
<  people  of  this  kingdom  of  England,  and 
'  the  dominions  thereto  belonging,  accord - 
'  iog  to  tlie  statutes  in  narliament  agreed 

*  on,  ai^  the  Jawt  ana  cuatoma  of  tbe 

*  same?" 

**  The  king  or  queen  shall  say,  *  I  fO> 

*  lemnly  promise  90  to  do.*  Arrhhishop  or 
bishop — '  Will  you  to  your  power  cause 
'  law  and  justice  in  mercy  to  be  executed 

*  in  nil  yotir  judgments  "    ANS.  *  I  will.' 

"  Alter  this,  the  king  •  r  (|  1. 1  n,  laving 
lue  or  her  hand  on  the  hoi  V  biiaU 
a»y^  The  tUafU  which  i  Mvehemn  pio* 


**  At  a  General  meeting  of  the  London  Cor- 
*'  respoudiug  Society,  held  on  the,  Green, 
at  Chalk  Farm,  o»  Momday  the  IVA  of 
"  AprU,  1794,  J.  LovETT  in  the  CAmt, 
**  the Jhitutring  Letter t  uere  read  : 

"  To  the  Chairman  of  the  Society  qfthe 
F^iemktf  the  People, 

<*fitf;— At  a  crisis  so  important  as  the 
piilHiltb«t  aadb  110 apology 00  the  part 
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of  the  '  London  Corresponding  Society^  for 
?i]drcssing  itself  to  all  other  associated  so- 
cietieSj  iroo  have  in  view  the  same  object 
as  themselves. 

"To  the  <  Socldu  r>f  the  Friends  of  the 
'  Peeple,  arguments  are  not  wanting  to 
show  the  importance  and  absolute  ucces' 
sity  of  a  full  and  fair  representation  of  the 
people  of  Great  Britain.  They  have  inves- 
tigated the  subject  for  themselves;  they 
have  exposed  to  the  world  a  series  of  plain 
and  iiidi-putable  facts  which  must  excite 
in  the  mind  of  every  man  well  disposed  to 
hit  country,  apprehensions  of  alarm  for 
the  security  of  ihc  fou- rrmriiniriL:  vcslices 
of  liberty,  from  which,  as  Britons,  we  oe- 
nw  cotMolatioD. 

"  Deeply  impressed  with  considerations 
of  this  nature,  the  London  Corresponding 
Society  earnestly  solicits,  at  this  time,  the 
concurrence  and  assistance  of  the  Society 
'  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  in  assembling, 
as  speedily  as  the  nature  of  the  business 
will  admit,  a  Conventioii  of  the  Friends  of 
Freedom,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining,  in 
a  legal  and  constitutional  method,  a  full 
and  efieetual  representation. 

"  Our  requr'it  not  made  from  the  im- 
pressions of  the  moment,  but  after  the  ma- 
turest  deHbefttioDS  on  the  value  and  im- 
portance  of  the  object  for  which  wc  are 
contending,  and  of  the  difficulties  we  may 
expect  from  those  who  present  interests 
render  them  hoeltle  to  the  wetfaie  of  their 
countiT. 

*•  The  opposition  of  such  persons  is  no 
•mall  argument  for  the  goodness  of  our 
cau'^f  ;  nnd  their  Iritr  conduct  ^^  hrii  com- 

Sared  witii  tiicir  former  jprofessioiis,  ex- 
iblts  a  depravity,  unparaUeled,  we  trust, 
on  the  page  of  liistory. 

**  Under  the  auspices  of  apostate  refor- 
mers, we  have  lately  bebekf  serious  and 
alarming  cncmachmciitt  on  the  Ubertiet  of 
the  people. 

"  We  have  seen  with  indignation  and 
horror  men  l^^fyznd  p«oc«a%  assembled, 
dispersed  by  unconstitutional  powers^  and 
their  papers  seized. 

•*  We  have  seen  some  of  our  most  vir- 
tuous brethren,  whose  only  crime  h:is  hern 
an  imitation  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  associates, 
sentenced  to  fourteen  yearn  transportation, ' 
without  the  sanction  of  law  or  even  of 
precedent,  of  which  number,  one  was  held 
up  in  the  British  pariiam«it  as  amnkied 
and  contfiinnttl,  before  he  was  even  put 
upon  his  trial. 

**  The  insidious  attempts  also  to  introduce 
foreign  troops  into  this  coimlry,  without  j 
the  consent  of  p  trliumfilt,  and  the  intendt-d 
bill  to  embody  loreigm  ts  into  his  majesty's 
aervice,  ate  measures  suttidently  calculated  j 
to  awaken  our  f<  jrs  lur  the  existence  even  ' 
of  the  name  of  liberty.  Nor  can  we  over- 
look that  put  of  the  preient  system  df  oor- 
tuptina,  which  miiniaipi  <wit  of  the  public 


plunder,  a  train  of  spies,  more  dangerous 

to  society  thnn  so  many  as'^assins,  whose 
avowed  business  is,  to  destroy  the  friends 
of  the  country,  one  by  one. 

"  These  are  grievances  which  demand 
immediate  redress,  and  when  added  to 
those  evils  which  are  necesearily  connected 
with  every  partial  representation  of  the 
peop!f>,  call  for  the  strenuous  exertionaof 
every  lover  of  his  country. 

"  But  we  are  told  that  the  present  ia  not 
the  time  for  reform,  and  that  initovation 
may  introduce  disturbance.  Are  those 
persons  to  judge  of  the  proper  time  to  make 
reform,  who  exist  only  oy  cormption  ?  Are 
the  people  of  Britain  to  endure  every  thing 
without  repining,  without  ardently  senHnj^ 
a  radical  reform,  because  disturbances  may 
happen  ?  Have  the  enemies  to  reform  tOM 
us  whence  these  disturbances  are  to  ot^^* 
nate.'  Has  a  single  overt  act  been  com* 
milted  by  the  friends  to  frcc<lom  ?  Have 
not  all  the  riots,  all  the  public  disturbances, 
all  the  seditious  assemhhes  been  excited 
by  the  enemies  to  reform  ?  And  do  they 
mean  to  tell  us  that  they  will  stili  find 
other  instruments  for  their  wicked  dengos; 
that  they  have  yet  those  who  will  act  over 
again  the  outrages  that  have  beeo  perpe- 
trated in  some  puts  of  Britain,  and  atlmipt'- 
fid  in  others  ? 

**  If  such  is  the  determination  of  thc»e 
persons  kouUe  to  a  ybir  representation,  Ut 
them  look  to  the  conteqaences,  but  let  them 
rerollcct  that  it  has  Happened,  and  may 
happen  again,  that  those  who  kindled  the 
flames  have  perished  by  them. 

"  The  friends  to  rrform  are  frienf^«i  to 
peace,  their  prmciples  can  be  proniotcd 
only  by  peaceable  means,  they  know  of  no 
other  method  of  obtaining;  the  object  they 
desire,  i^ut  they  will  not  be  alarmed  by 
the  threats  of  eenel  apoUutet^  they  will  not 
draw  back  because  they  have  seen  some  of 
their  best  friends  doomed  to  exile.  They 
will  pursue  the  course  in  which  they  have 
begun,  and  turn  ndther  to  the  right  nor  to 
the  left. 

•*  CJouvinccd  as  the  London  Correspond- 
in  k  Society  is,  that  as  there  is  no  power 
w  hich  miL-hf  there  is  no  power  which 
cnn  tinally  withstand  the  just  and  steady 
demands  of  a  people  resolved  to  be  ftec ; 
thf  V  will  therefore  look  with  confidence  to 
the  determination,  and  they  hope  to  the 
cO'flperafMm  of  the  *  SoaOy  ef  the  ¥^iemdt 
*  of  the  Pcnple'  in  the  atlainment  of  an 
oliject  which  involves  the  dearest  mterests 
of  society. 

"  Convinced  also  that  their  intentions  are 
of  the  purest  kind,  they  will  never  sloop  to 
answer  the  cuhimnies  of  their  enemies,  but 
will  at  all  times,  and  in  all  dicumstanees^ 
endravotir,  by  firmness  and  perseverance,  to 
deserve  the  countenance  and  approbatioo 
of  the  best  frirnda  of  «hair  country,  tke 


Digitized  by  Google 


<NP7j  firlSgh  Drramns 

pie  ^  Orm  BFirmn.^I  am,  tir,  ftr  the 

IrfHWnfP  Corrr<?ponflini];  Society, 

«  TliU^AJj  UAKDV,  becrelary. 
«  April  4^1794." 

comrrTEiR  room, 

"  F^h-ttrett,  April  11,  1794. 
"Sir;— Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant, 

addressed  to  Mr.  Sheridak,  chairman  of 
the  FiUENDS  OF  THE  PEOrLE,  waj* 
feid  before  that  SOCIE  I  Y  at  their  meeting 
on  SatTirdiiy  last;  and  tiicy  instrucled  their 
commatoe"to  thank  the  LoNDUN  COR- 
RBSroNDINCI  SOCIETY  Ibr  their  rom- 
mnnicution,  und  tu  express  the  alarm  they 
ibel  m  common  with  eveiy  Friend  of  Li- 
berty, at  the  Ute  eztraotdiiMiy  nooeedings 
of  Government,  so  ably  detailed,  and  so 
jttstly  reprobated  bj  your  Sodety.  Tbey 
eaaure  you  that  ell  the  Friends  of  Refbtro, 
may  *  look  with  confidence  to  the  determi- 
*  nation  and  co-operation'  of  this  society  in 
«veiy  peaceable  and  constitutional  mea- 
sore,  mch  shall  appear  to  them  calculated 
to  promote  the  object  of  their  institution  ; 
but  tbev  do  not  think  that  which  is  recom- 
fnended  in  your  letter,  is  likely  to  serve  its 
j)n>rr<^M^d  purpose.  They  fear  it  will  fur- 
uisili  the  Enemies  of  Reform  with  the 
raeens  of  calonnmting  its  idvocatee,  end 
so  far  from  forwarding  the  can ><  wiU  deter 
many  from  countenancing  that  which  they 
mpprove.  For  these  reasons,  the  Friends  of 
.  the  People  must  decline  to  send  Delegates 
to  the  convention  proposed  by  the  London 
Corresponding  Society  : — at  the  same  time 
they  renew  their  assurances  of  good  will, 
and  desire  of  prespn  in!^  a  proper  imder- 
staoding  aud  cordiaiity  among  all  the 
Vnmd»  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  noHritb- 
ataodingany  Hiffcrrnrc  of  npinion  that  m-xy  [ 
occur  as  to  U)e  he!»t  method  of  accomplisb- 
11^  it.— In  the  name,  and  by  ordw  of  the 

cominittcp, 

(.Signed)  "  W.  BllETTON,  chairman.'' 
«•  To  Mr.  T.  Hardy,  Sectotanr  to 
the  London  Conmpondbg 

Siociety." 

The  following  RESOLUTIONS  were  then 

passed  Unanimoti^ly : 

*|  Resolved  Unanimously. —  1.  That  this 
eocaety  have  beheld  with  naing  indignation, 
proportioned  to  the  enormity  the  evil, 
the  late  rapid  advances  ot  despotism  in 
Britain;  tlie  invarioo  of  public  teenrity, 
the  contempt  of  popular  opinion,  and  the 
violation  of  all  those  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stilutioo  intended  to  protect  the  People 
against  the  eocrooehmenti  of  Power  m 
Prerogative 

'*  S.  liiat  uiir  ahliorrcnce  and  detesta- 
tion have  been  particularly  called  forth  by 
the  late  arbitrary  and  H  iguiou?  proceeding? 
of  Uie  Court  of  Justiciary  in  Scotland, 
where  all  the  doctrines  and  practices  of 
the  Star  Ckmtkr,  ia  the  times  of  Charles 
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the  1st,  have  been  rethtd  and  aggroMUd  / 

and  where  sentenrcs  h  ue  been  pre* 
nounced  in  open  violation  of  all  law  «ml 
justice,  which  must  strike  deep  into  ^ 
heart  of  every  man,  the  melancholy  con- 
viction that  Baiioss  are  mo  lokcsk  raas* 

"  9.  That  the  whole  proeeedtiws  of  tho 
late  British  Convention  of  the  People  at 
Edmburgh,  are  such  as  claim  OUT  appiobn- 
tiou  and  applause. 

**  4*  That  the  eonduetof  citizens  Mar- 
OAROT  and  GtHP.*T  rt  in  particular,  by  its 
strict  conformity  with  our  wishes  and  in- 
structions, and  the  ability,  firmness,  and 
tlisintrrf^tcH  patriotism  which  it  so  emi- 
ueoUy  displayed,  has  inspired  an  enthu- 
siasm of  Zeal  and  Attachment  which  no 
time  can  obliterate,  and  no  persecution  re- 
move; and  that  we  will  preserve  their 
names  engraven  on  our  hearts  till  we  have 
an  opportunity  to  redress  their  wrongs. 

**  5.  That  any  attempt  to  violate  those 
yet  remaining  laws,  which  were  intended 
tor  the  security  of  Englbhmen  against  the 
Tyranny  of  Courts  and  Ministers,  and  tlie 
Oomiption  of  dependent  Judges  by  vesting 
in  soch  judges  a  legislative  or  arbitrary 

Eower  (such  as  has  lately  been  exercised 
y  the  Court  of  Justiciary  in  Scotland) 
ought  to  be  eonsidered  as  dissolving  en* 
tirely  tlic  social  compart  Vir  twecn  the  Eng- 
lish nation  and  their  Go  vernors ;  and 
driviof;  them  to  an  immediate  appeal  to 
that  incontrovertible  maxim  of  eternal 
ji!«.tice,  that  the  tftfcty  of  the  pevple  is  the 
btfuLhiL,  and  m  emu  <^  ntcttxUy^  the  ONLr 
Urn. 

•*  6.  Tliat  the  armin^^  and  disciplining 
in  this  country,  either  with  or  without  the 
eoMent  of  parliament,  any  bands  of  «ri- 

grants  and  foreigners,  driven  from  their 
<wa  eotuUry  for  their  hiowH  attachment  to 
en  mraicovs  oespotisii  an  ontiageoos 
attempt  to  overawe  and  intimidutr  the  free 
spirit  of  Britons  ;  to  subjugate  them  to  an 
army  of  wtercenary  cut-throats,  whof»e  rieow 
andinterett  must  of  necessity  be  in  direct 
opposition  to  those  of  the  Nation,  and  that 
no  pretence  whatever  ocght  to  induce  the 
people  to  nAmU  to  so  imcoMlifitfisMel  a 
measure. 

**  7.  That  the  unconblitutional  project  of 
raising  money  and  troops  by  forced  bene- 
volences (and  no  benevolences  collected 
upon  requiition  from  the  king  w  bis  minis- 
ters can  ever  in  reelitv  be  voluntary  (and 
the  equally  unjustifiable  measure  of  arming 
one  part  of  the  people  against  the  other, 
brought  Charles  the  first  to  the  block,  and 
drove  James  thoMoond  and  his  posterity 
from  the  throne ;  and  that  conscqtienlly 
ministers  in  advising  such  measures, 
ought  to  consider  whether  they  are  not 

guuty  ot"  hi^li  trrn^on, 

"8,  liial  this  socielv  have  tjehclti  with 
considemhle  pleasure  the  coantf«n<  respect 
which  the  IIpum  of  Lords  displayed  for 
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their  omi  constitutional  rules  and  orders, 
oa  the  4th  of  the  present  month,  upon  the 
flBorion  of  Earl  Stanhope,  concemmg  the 
inleffwence  of  ministera  in  the  internal 

Svcmmcnt  of  France;  and  that  it  is  the 
Qi  conviction  of  this  society,  that  this 
dmmwtance  when  properly  drnttled,  will 
httve  a  considerable  effect  in  convincing 
the  country  at  lar^c,  of  the  true  dienity 
and  utilily'of  that  branch  of  HIS  MiJJBS- 
TY's  PAltLIAMENT. 

«  9.  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
^veo  to  Eabi,  STAKHOfB,  for  his  manly 
and  patriotic  conduct  duringthc  presentscs- 
sion  of  parliament ;  a  conduct  (which  un* 
•upported  as  it  has  been  in  the  senate,  of 
which  HE  is  so  truly  honourable  a  member) 
has,  together  with  the  timely uiterfereoce  of 
certain  bpinied  and  patriotic  associations, 
been  novortbcleM  already  productive  of 
the  salutary  effect  of  chasing  the  Hcssiau 
and  Uauuvenan  Mercenaries  fruiu  our 
OQOtts;  who,  but  for  these  eiartioftt, 
might  have  been  marched  perh^M,  ere 
this,  into  the  very  heart  of  the  country, 
toeether  with  others  of  their  countrymen, 
tob^ve  peopled  the  BxunACKS,  which evioy 
iHiere  in&ult  the  eyes  of  Britons. 

10.  That  it  is  the  firm  conviction  of 
tins  society,  that  a  steady  persefsraoce  in 
the  same  bold  and  energetic  sentiments, 
which  have  lately  been  avowed  by  the 
Yriaids  of  Freedom,  cannot  fail  of  crown- 
ing with  ultimate  triumph,  the  virtuous 
cause  in  which  we  are  engaged;  since 
whatever  nuty  be  the  ioleiesled  opimoo  of 
Jtereditary  senators,  ot packed  majorities  of 
nretended  representatives,  Truth  and  li- 
berty, in  an  age  so  enlightenofl  asllw  prc- 
MflHy  most  be  Invincible  and  Onmipoteat" 
"  This  Society  havine  already  addressed 
M.  Marsarot,  their  Ve^aiCf  an  AD- 
mESS^JOSBFH  GBfOULDMtmd 
mtJMmt,  mi  etrrki  immnimnis^. 

**  Tq  JOSKPII   GERRALD,  a  prisoner 
untenced  by  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary 
o^' Scotland,  to  Transportation  beyond  the 
te/vIOURTEEN  YBABSf 
"  Wc  behold  in  you  our  beloved  and  re- 
spected friend  and  fellow-citizen  a  Martyr 
to  the  Glorious  Cause  of  Equal  Representa- 
tion, and  we  cannot  permit  you  to  leave 
this  degraded  country  without  expressing 
the  infinite  obligations  the  people  at  large, 
and  we  in  particular,  owe  to  you  for  your 
very  spirited  exertions  in  that  cause  tipon 
every  occasion ;  but  upon  none  more  cun- 
nieooosly,  tbain  during  tiiewttingof  the 
British  Convention  of  t!ie  PEOl'I.E  at 
Ediobuigh,  and  the  consequent  oroceeding 
(wo  mat  not  call  it  trial)  at  the  Mr  of  the 
Court  of  Justiciary. 

*<  Wc  know  not  which  most  deserves  our 
admiration,  the  splendid  talents  with  which 
you  ve  so  eminently  distinguished,  the 
euHed  virtiMt  by  which  ihqr  have  Men 


directed,  the  perseverance  and  undaunted 
firmness  yfbku  you  so  nobly  displayed  in 
resisting  the  wrongs  of  your  insulted  and 
oppressed  countrv,  or  your  present  manly 
and  philosophical  suffering  under  an  arbim 
trary,  and  till  of  late  unprecedented  sen- 
tence :  a  sentence  one  of  the  most  viattD* 
tive  and  cruel  that  has  been  pronounced 
siuce  tlie  days  of  that  most  i/y'amous  and 
ever4§4e-i9tattd  Ceurt  of  'HiTiialir, 
the  enonnout  tynuof  of  which  ooal  Aa 
first  Charles  hishnd. 

"  To  you  and  your  assodatet  we  fod  oar- 
selves  most  deeply  indebted.  For  us  it  is 
thatyou  are  suffering  the  sentence  of  trans- 
porfinoB  with  foloos,  the  vilest  outcasts  of 
societjr  I  For  us  it  is  that  you  are!dooraed 
to  the  iuhospitable  shores  of  New  Holland  ; 
lybere,  however,  wc  doubt  not  you  will  ex- 
perieneo  eonsiderable  aUeviatioB  bjf  iho 
remembrance  of  that  vibtcous  comdcct  for 
which  It  is  imposed  on  you,  and  by  the 
sincere  regard  aad  eslasa  of  your  mkm 
citizens. 

"  The  equal  laws  of  this  country  have, 
for  ages  past,  been  the  boast  •of  its  inha- 
bitants; but  whither  are  tbey  now  fled! 
We  are  anixuated  by  the  same  sentiment*, 
are  daily  repeating  the  same  words,  and 
committing  the  same  actions  for  which 
you  are  thus  infamously  sentenced ;  and 
wc  will  repeat  and  commit  them  until  we 
have  obtamed  redress ;  yet  we  are  unpu- 
nished !  cither  therefore  the  law  is  unjust 
towards  you  in  infUcting  FuauhaieiU  on  the 
onrtions  of  Virtue  mmafklmii,  or  it  migH 
not  to  deprive  ns  of  OOP  sMrt  ID  the  OLOaT 

of  the  Marty  rd<M», 

**  We  afam,  therefore,  pledge  ourselves 
to  you  and  to  our  country,  never  to  cease  de« 
manding  our  rights  from  those  who  have 
usurped  them,  until  having  obtained  an 
Equal  Representation  of  the  Feople,  we 
shall  be  enabled  to  hail  you  once  more  with 
triumph  to  your  native  country.— ~We 
wish  you  Hodth  and  Happiness;  aodho 
assured  we  never,  never  snail  forget  your 
2^'amef  ymtr  Virtue,  nor  your  Ca&4T  £x- 
AMFLB. 

**  The  London  Corresponding  SodelJ. 
"JOHN  LOVFTT,  Chairman. 
«  THOMAS  HARDY,  Secretary. 
«  Tha  14th  of  April,  1704.* 

"  h  Kot  aho  unammously  remhtd, 

**  That  the  Conuutlaa  of  Correspon- 
dence be  directed  to  convey  the  approbation 
of  thu>  society — 1.  Tu  Archibald  Hamilton 
Rowan,  prisoner  in  the  Newgate  of  tha 
city  ut"  niiblin,  for  his  unshak<^n  attach- 
ment to  tile  people,  and  fur  his  spuited  as- 
sertion of  their  rwbts. 

"  J,  To  John  Fhilpot  Curran  for  his  ad- 
mirable and  energetic  defence  of  A.  il. 
Rowan,  and  tlie  prindples  of  liberty,  aa 
well  as  for  hit  patnotacoaodual  im. 
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**  S.  To  lliP  society  of  United  Irishin<;n 
in  Dublin,  and  to  exhort  them  to  persevere 
*  ill  Uicir  exertionti  to  obtain  justice  for  the 
people  of  Ireland. 

**  4.  To  Skirving»  ralmrr,  and  Muir, 
tuSettng  the  same  iiii£|uitous  sentences, 
and  in  the  same  cause  with  our  dclegatrs. 

"  .1.  To  J<j1i[i  ri.irkeand  Alcx.iiiili  r  lleid, 
for  tticur  (to  readiiy  and  dtsiutercistedly 
giving  tail  for  oar  delegates,  instigated 
tlieretd  solely  by  thrir  in  ufirnml  to  li- 
berty, uninfluenced  by  any  pcrtonai  consi- 
deratton. 

**  a.  To  Adam  Gillies,  Malcolm  Laing, 
and  Jamf5  Gibson,  for  their  aJile  assistance 

givea  lu  Joseph  Gerrald,  at  liie  bar  of  the 
jgh  Court  oi  Justiciary  at  Edinbureh. 
♦*7.  Tu  fLiicitate  Thomas  Walker,  of 
Manchester,  and  the  people  at  large  on  the 
event  of  his,  as  well  as  teveiml  other  late 
trials,  and  on  the  dcvplopcmrni  of  the  in- 
iiuny  of  asvatem  of  spies  and  informers. 

**  t.  T»  mr  Jofeph  llawbey,  for  liii  nui- 
ly  conduct  at  i!ie  fate  suitcptiliMtfllMltng 
held  at  Epsom  in  Surrey. 

'*  It  was  also  unanimously  Resolved,— 
Tliat  two  hundred  thousaiid  copies  ui  the 
Proceedings  and  Resolutions  of  this  meet- 
tug  be  piinted  and  published. 

"J.  LOVETT,  ChainnaiL 
«T.  HARDY,  Seoretuy. 

•Resolved J— That  the  thanks  of  this 
iMeting  be  given  to  the  Chairman,  for  his 
HBsiy  nod  impartial  conduct  this  day. 

"  T.  HARDY,  Secretary." 

Gentl'»mfn,  yoti  see  what  the  general  im- 
port ol  tills  paper  is— They  call  a  very  nume- 
rous meeting,  which  is  held  at  Chalk  Farm ; 
they  introduce  their  resolutions  with  a  letter 
ol*  their  own  to  another  society,  called  the 
ttnmAt  of  People,  in  wMoh  they  recom- 
mend to  that  society  to  conmr  with  them  in 
caliing  a  convention  and  sending  delegates ; 
Ibey  raid  the  enffwvr  of  that  society,  declining 
to  send  delegate s  to  that  rLKiveutioji ;  tlicy 
liien  pursue  no  farther  in  that  roeetiug  the 
ideaof  delegates  to  that  convention,  but  they 
proceed  to  pass  a  string  of  violent  resolutions. 
The  fifth  resohilion  certainly  is  a  very  violent 
one,  for  vou  caii  hardly  say  that  it  is  any  tiung 
iheft  of  a  direct  atlirmance — that  the  sociu 
compact  is  dis^olvf  d,  and  that  the  people  arr, 
therefore,  driven  to  an  immediate  appeal  tu 
tiist  inroalreverUble  nniiM  of  etemel  justice, 
that  the  safety  of  thr  people  is  the  supreme, 
nod  in  casra  ot  necessity  the  only  law — which, 
hi  tmlh,  is  an  appeal  to  force.  What  rtakes 
roe  say  that  it  seems  to  be  a  direct  affirmance, 
that  the  aocial  compact  is  dissolved,  is,b^rtiiKe 
it  savs — any  attempt  to  v  iolate  those  yet  r  c  main* 
iag  laws  which  were  Intendedfofftbeeeeori^of 
Englishmen  against  the  tyranny  of  courts  and 
miniaters,  and  the  corruption  of  dependent 
Jvdra  bv  vcMlng  itk  then— in  such  judges 
-HJegMitive  w  eiMlaiy  f*««  («wb  ies 


lecn  lately  exercised  by  the  court  of  josticiaiy 
in  Scotland)  ouzht  to  be  considered  dis- 
solving entirely  Uic  social  compact ;  then  if 
it  is  afhrmed,  in  this  proposition,  that  tlMi 
court  of  justiciary  in  Scotland  has,  by  its  man- 
ner of  exercisii^  its  power,  violated  those 
laws,  it  is  v«y  olfl&cQlt,  upon  the  strict  letlec 
of  the  resolution,  to  avoul  ?aying  that  it  is  a 
direct  ai&rmance;  but  supposing  it  to  iiUi 
short  efndtrset  eiSnaeiiee,  see  mw  neerit 
goes  to  it,  and  how  it  leaves  the  moment  when 
this  social  compact  is  to  be  taicen  to  be  en* 
tirely  dissolved,  at  the  mercy  of  all  those  who 
may  at  any  tiOM  talce  upon  themselves  to  de- 
clare, that  the  social  compact  is  dissolved,  and 
consequently  tiie  appeal  is  to  be  to  force.  Any 
thing  that  could  be  more  diieelly  calcnlated  to 
raise  an  immediate  civil  commotion  in  the 
country,  one  can  tiardiy  imagine;  what  obj^t 
men  could  have  in  publishing  such  resdiv- 
tions,  who  had  a  peaceable  measure  in  view, 
seems  very  incompreiiemible,  and  it  is  in 
that  respect  a  very  weighty  evidence  te  die 
general  design  of  those  who  led  that  BUlltitllde 
of  people  to  Chalk  Farm. 

Gentlemen,  it  should  be  observed  injustice 
to  the  prisoner,  that  the  only  evidence  which 
does  directly  connect  him  with  thi«i,  is  the 
communica^n  to  the  Constitutional  6oaety, 
that  aiBeeliag  was  mtended  to  be  held.  No«r 
it  doc«!  seem  to  me  as  if  tliat  fell  very  far 
short  of  implicating  him  in  these  resolutions, 
theicfoie  tn^  mnst  be  oonsiderad  as  tiie  re> 
solutions  of  that  assembly  of  people  at  ChaJV 
Farm;  it  must  be  left  for  your  consideration, 
upon  all  the  ctremDSlaiiees  of  the  ease,  whe- 
ther resolutions  of  that  nature,  entered  into 
in  that  public  manner,  did  in  any  sort  receive 
the  assent  of  the  prisoner,  so  as  iliatyou  may 
from  thence  find  yonnelves  authorised  to 
infer  that  he  did  eoncur,  or  participritf .  in  opi- 
nions and  rcsoluUoos  which  go  totally  to 
destroy  all  oretenee  of  holding  a  comrantien 
in  a  peaceable  manner,  for  the  lawful  purpose 
whicn  is  the  geoerai  otyect  that  they  all  pro- 
fess, namely,  a  refofm  in  tfaeComiBoos  House 
of  Parliament. 

Gentlemen,  they  next  read  the  proceedings 
of  the  Constitutional  Society  upon  the  9th  of 
May,  170V  «h<Hi  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  pre* 
spnt;  there  was  then  read  a  pamphlet  con- 
tauimg  certain  proceediiigs  of  the  LouJoa 
Corresponding  Society,  and  of  this  society; 
two  thousand  copies  were  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed ;  one  of  these  copies  was  found  upon 
Adams;  the  pamphlet  is  predoeed.  it  ooiwhie 
the  procccdingii  of  the  tw  enty  fifth  and  the 
twenty-eighth  of  Maicb/of  the  Constitutional 
Society,  and  the  prooeemngs  of  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  March,  of  the  London  CorrespoiKU 
ing  Society,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  jSIarch  respecting  Mr.  Muir.  And. 
if  I  take  it  right,  these  eve  the  only  material 
papers  that  this  pamphlet  contains,  together 
with  the  toasts  at  the  dinaer  of  the  second  of 
May.  With  tegud  to  these  proceedings  of 
the  two  flodeti^  oo  tfie  tweoiy-ifth  and 
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twenty-eighth  of  March  of  the  one  society, 
and  the  twenty-seventh  of  March  of  the 
other  society,  they  seem  to  be  no  otherwise 
analeriBl  ttno  as  this  publication  fiies  upon 
the  prisoner  a  full  knowledge  of  the  circum- 
stance.'- that  passed  in  his  society,  au<l  the 
other  society  on  those  days— farther  than 
that  it  ih'C^  no!  "^ectTi  to  have  any  particular 
a|>phcatiou.    Ihc  tua&ts  may  be  read. 

'*  After  dinner  the  following  sentimeiits 
ivere  given  with  unbounded  applauso- 
« 1.  THE  RIGHTS  OF  MAN. 
"  9:  A  Tree  Constitation. 
"  3.  Ttie  Swine  of  England,  the  Rabble 
of  Scotland,  and  the  Wretches  of  Ireland. 
**  4.  Equal  Laws  and  Liberty. 
**  5.'  May  Despotism  be  trodden  under 
the  Hoofs  of  the  Swinish  Multitude. 

"6.  THE   ARMIES  CONTENDING 
FOR  LIBERTY. 

"  7.  Wisdom,  Firmnrs';,  nnd  Unanimity 
to  all  Uie  Patriotic  Societies  in  Great  Bri- 


8. 


it 


To  the  reign  of  Peace  and  Liberty. 
**  A  citizen  then  rose,  and  in  a  short 
speech  observed,  that  the  Stewards  seemed 
to  have  forgotten  in  their  list  of  toasts,  a 
person  who  had  done  more  than  almost  any 
man  towards  the  Reign  of  Feace  and  Li- 
berty ;  he  would,  therefore,  propose  as  a 
toast  "  lord  Stanhope."  An  amendment 
was  proposed,  that  instead  of  Lord  Stan- 
hope, Citinn  Stanhope  should  be  drank, 
which  waa  leoeived  with  thundering  ap- 
plause. 

**  9.  May  the  Publie  Revenue  nev^  be 

applied  to  the  purposes  of  corruption. 

*'  10.  The  Victims  to  the  cause  of  Liberty 
suffering  under  the  sentences  of  the  Court 
of  Justiciary. 

"11.  Archibald  Hamilton  Howan,  and 
the  Patriots  of  Ireland. 

**  lU.  The  persecuted  Patriots  of  England. 

«  13.  MAY  THE  ABETfORS  OF  THE 
PRESENT  WAR  BE  ITS  VICIIMS. 

^  14.  The  Chdnuao,  and  suceeaa  to  his 
exertions  in  the  causc  of  I'rccdom. 

**^  Mr.  Wharton  thanked  the  company  for 
their  marked  approbaiioa  of  his  conduct, 
and  [ilctlged  himself  to  continue  his  efforts 
in  the  cause  of  Liberty.  Ue  then  said  he 
would  propose  as  a  toast, 

5 .  That  steiMly  Friend  to  Libetly»  John 
Uorne  Tooke. 

"  Mr.  Tooke  said,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
the  last  time  that  hu  health  should  be 
drank.   )\\^  ambition  was,  that  hereafter 

<•  16.  HAY  ALL  GOVBRNMENT 

THOSE  OF  THE  LAWS,  AND  ALL 
LAWS  THOSE  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

'*  ir.  Thomas  Fame. 

"  The  Chairman  then  gave  as  a  conclud- 
ing toast,  a  sentiment  directly  in  Opposition 
to  that  oi  Mr.  Windham. 

**  18.  Prosperity  to  the  commerce  and 
nmuiftchina  of  Utcai  firiiais." 


Gentlemen,  the  next  witness  that  is  called 
is  William  Sharpe;  he  said  he  vras  a  member 
of  the  Coui>titutional  Society,  he  became  so 
twoyearsaod  ahalfago;  itappears  by  the 
books  that  he  w;i<%  proposed  oy  Mr.  Hnrnc 
Tooke ;  lie  said  tie  attended  at  different  tio^es 
down  to  the  month  of  itfay  1794 ;  he  was  at 
the  meetin;:  when  a  Irtter  came  from  the  Lon- 
don Corresponding  Society;  he  remembers 
five  gentlemen  coming  to  meet  some  geotl^ 
men  appointed  by  tlie  Constitutional  Society 
to  meet  them ;  he,  the  witness  was  one  ,  he 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  Home  Tooke;  be  doea 
not  remember  being  present  at  the  report 
that  was  made  bv  tlie  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee ;  he  said  he  knew  nothing  of  a  com- 
mittee of  cortMpondencc. 

Upon  his  rro*s-px rumination  he  said  he  s'!^>- 

Eoses  he  was  nonuaated  to  some  delegation 
y  Mr.  Uorne  Tooke,  because  Mr.  Tooke  had 
a  good  opinion  of  him  ;  that  he  has  beard  M  r. 
Horne  Tooke  say  he  would  rather  be  governed 
by  8ahit  James's  than  by  Samt  Giles's ;  thai 
their  intercourse  began  hy  Mr.  llorne  Tooke 
wishing  that  bis  dau;:htL;  s  might  be  taught 
hf  him  the  art  of  engraving.  He  was  asked 
as  to  Mr.  Home  Tooke's  manner  of  hving ;  he 
said  Mr.  Tooke  kept  a  horse,  but  he  never 
knew  him  ride  out  more  than  once,  and  he 
walked  out  very  seldom,  perhaps  not  mom 
than  two  or  three  times  in  a  yevr :  saw 
liltle  company,  he  generally  spent  his  Lime  m 
the  rooming  in  his  garden ;  and  in  looking 
over  old  books,  and  in  the  evening  at  whiat ; 
he  remembers  a  circumstance  of  an  anony- 
mous letter  coming  to  Mr.  Tooke  from  Ire* 
land,  witti  a  letter  in  it  for  !\Tr.  raiiie,  \vhich 
he  put  into  tlie  hre  witiioul  opening ;  he  re- 
membered that  on  the  fiflcentn  of  May,  din- 
ing with  Mr.  Tooke  in  Spital- square,  there 
was  a  letter  suppo«*pd  to  have  hoeu  intercept- 
ed, written  by  Mr.  Joyce  to  Mi.  iookc;  wxjo- 
t  h  ( 1  Mr.  Tooke  ever  feeeived  any  letter  §Pom 
Mr.  Joyce,  or  ever  answered  one  he  cannot 
tell ;  he  said  tiial  the  letter  which  was  inter- 
cepted was  supposed  to  relate  to  something 
that  Mr.  Tooke  was  to  do  with  the  rc  1  hook, 
and  that  the  circumstance  was  laughe<l  at : 
that  letter  wu  produoed,  and  it  waa  read.  It 
states  to  Mr.  Ilorne  Tooke  that  Hardy  had 
been  taken  up  that  morning,  and  his  papers 
seized ;  then  it  concludes — **  Is  it  possible  to 
get  ready  by  Thunday  ?"  it  is  supposed  that 
these  words  were  thought  mysteri<^ii5  (the 
letter  havmg  been  intercepted j  and  thai  ap- 
prehensions were  entertained  that  some  mis- 
chief was  intended,  and  that,  therefore,  the 
government  took  some  precautions.  It  does 
not  appear  in  evidence  whether  any  such  pre- 
cautiun^  n'.  ere  taken  or  no,  hui  if  they  were,  I 
think  no  man  can  impute  blame,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  our  adrnowledgments  vtt  due 
to  government  for  being  ready  to  hold  out 
that  sort  of  protection ;  and,  undoubtedly,  the 
exterior  of  all  this  business  was  such  as  justi- 
fied alarm,  and  made  it  necessary  fur  jgovena^ 
awnttobeupwUnirgiiacd.  ImjwmMn 
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not  of  it  to  distinguish  it  from  the  case  now  ; 
in  juderocnt  before  vou,  which  must  depend  j 
upon  tne  whole  of  the  evidence  talcen  toge-  | 
ther;  this  wituess  said  tfi  it  be  has  gone  to 
Wimbledon  with  Mr.  Tooke.  and  jiorticularly  i 
be  rtmemWr«  tliat  during  the  business  of  the  | 

Scotrti  Ci 'iiventiivn  Mr.  Tooke  used  to  l^'j  ti^vay 
early,  because  he  did  uol  like  that  business ; 
•t  flAbertiine*  he  would  often  sti^  till  ten  at 
night ;  be  said  he  understood  that  these  words 
I«  it  possible  to  get  ready  by  Thursday" 
«~aiiuiicd  tu  Mr.  Tookc'i»  bciug  ready  with  , 
aome  extracts  from  the  red  lK>ok,  of  places  and 
pcusions  in  Mr.  Pitt'*^  f;unily,  which  he  was 
te  make  ;  and  he  saui,  tiiat  he  thinks  he  saw 
aome  light  horse,  somewhere  about  Spital- 
&quarr  where  ihey  diued;  one  might  observe, 
tbat  this  single  line,  immediately  following 
tiieaceount  w  Hardy S  capture,  certainly  does 
not  very  well  fall  \i\  with  that  turn  that  is 

fiven  to  it,  and  yel,  at  the  same  time,  tt  may 
e,  that  it  really  ought  to  be  so  understood, 
lie  said  that  Mr.  Tooke  used  to  be  desirous  of 
lonz  :i(ijouruinents;  that  he  wishe<l  to  be 
much  lu  his  garden — he  heard  him  express  a 
eneb,  that  there  was  an  act  of  parliameot  to 
make  it  death  for  him  to  go  out 

The  wtlness  said,  tbat  at  the  dinner  club 
Iheia  were  visitors  admitled;  and  tbat  there 
was  nothing  secret  in  the  conversation  thero  ; 
that  he  knows  nothing  of  the  transactions  of 
the  country  societies ;  that,  for  his  part,  he 
Ad  not  even  read  the  proceedings  of  their  own 
society,  and  does  not  himsfit  knowwhodid;  he 
said  there  were  frequent  (lebate!>  lu  the  society 
Wt  tb«e  were  no  secret  committees;  that 
somrtinirs  they  ti^cd  to  joke  about  their  cor- 
respondents, when,  in  truth,  they  had  no  cor- 
fcepondeiita;  and  that  there  were  committees 
of  correspondence  named,  but  he  does  not 
know  that  they  ever  met.  He  said  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  was  against  universal  suffrage : 
and  always  spoke  for  the  constitiitioa  as  com- 

Eosedof  King,  Lords,  and  (  ommons;  he  said 
c  received  letters  from  the  country,  in  con- 
aaquence  of  Mr.  Home  Tooke's  appearing 
not  warm  in  the  business  of  the  Scotch  Con- 
veotioo,  to  know  whether  Mr.  Home  Tooke 
bad  not  lieen  pensbned  by  the  court  *  and 
whether  he  had  not  deserted  the  cause  of  li- 
berty; he  »<iid,  he  remembers  Mr.  Tooke,  in 
conversatiun,  distinguishing  between  assisting 
a  man  to  dd  a  thing,  and  assisting  him  after 
be  had  done  a  thing,  which  thinj;  he  happened 
to  disiikc ;  be  said  that  i  ooke  had  generally 
cooHMny  on  a  Sunday ;  that  they  used  to 
come  between  two  and  four,  and  go  away 
about  eight ;  that  th^  bad  an  open  ai}d  ce- 
neral  converw^n ;  be  does  not  remember 
that  any  dangerous  conversation  ever  passed  ; 
be  said,  be  has  often  heard  Mr.  I'ooke  say,  if 
there  was  to  be  anv  trouble,  he  himself  sbotdd 
be  the  first  victim,  oecauae  he  opposed  all  mis- 
chievous char.u  trr*. ;  and  wouiu  do  so,  if  he 
was  execrated  iiy  all  the  world  ;  for  he  would 
do  what  he  thought  it  was  his  duty  to  do. 
He  said,  that  upon  the  lecoBd of-M ay  179* 
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A.  D.  im.  [106 

he  dined  at  the  anmvrr=?iry  dinner  of  the  Con* 
btitutioiial  Society ;  that  there  was  conversa^ 
tion  about  Mr.  Home  Tooke }  it  was  siud  that 
Mr. 'rof  ko  hal  nvidf  ;m  ;'.ristocratic  speech; 
he  said,  it  was  a  very  easy  thing  to  get  admit- 
tance  into  this  soeiet^ ;  very  few  were  i^eet- 
rrl ;  he  thought  Mr.  Tooke  too  careless  about 
the  business  of  the  society;  he  said,  he 
thought  his  professions  as  to  a  reform  in  tho 
House  of  Commons  were  his  real  sentiments ; 
lie  thougjjt  ,that  if  things  were  brought  back 
tu  tlic  stale  they  were  lu  at  the  revolution, 
every  thing  would  be  right ;  he  sud,  that  he 
(the  witnes'^)  wns  taken  into  custody  on  a  war- 
rant for  treasonable  practices ;  he  thought  the 
sole  object  of  the  Constitutional  Society  was 
parliamentary  reform:  lir  has  no  reason  to 
suspect  they  meant  to  use  force,  and  that  force 
wasnefertne  subject  of  their  eonversatioo« 
He  said  that  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  not  of  the 
committee  of  correspondence,  or  co-operation, 
he  does  not  remember  any  of  the  associated 
members  attending ;  be  does  not  know  whe- 
tijf  r  the  hundred  thousand  copies  that  they 
talked  of  printing,  were  ever  printed,  or  any 
of  them;  he  never  beard  Mr.  Tooke  consent 
to  any  attack  upon  an  cslabhshment,  civil  or 
rehsiuus;  but  he  always  defended  them  ;  he 
said,  he  had  no  object  but  a  reform  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Tooke  asked  whe« 
ther  he  was  a  bigot ;  Mr.  Sharpe  might  have 
answered  that  question  with  the  decency  with, 
which  it  was  put ;  but  he  answered  it  roughly 
and  abruptly,  that  he  thought  he  had  no  reh- 
gion  at  all ;  he  said,  that  they  used  to  sub> 
scribe  a  guinea  a  year;  and  that  he  did  not 
consider  nimsclf  as  answerable  for  what  other 
persons  might  do,  beyond  the  particular  en- 
gagement of  bis  guinea,  and  beyond  what  he 
should  personally  consent  to. 

They  then  called  Christopher  Hull,  who 
slid  he  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Society,  and  had  been  so  from  179 1 ;  he  recol« 
lectcd  hardly  any  thing,and  therefore  he  was 
very  soon  dismissed ;  he  said,  he  recollected 
Mr.  Joyce  being  in  the  chair  at  a  dinner ;  but 
he  remembered  nothing  of  any  report  beiog 
made  or  read. 

They  then  produced  a  paper  found  at  Har- 
dy's, which  was  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  Constitutional  and  the  London  Corres- 
ponding Societies ;  that  paper  has  been  read  ; 
and,  I  suppose,  it  only  tends  to  cuntirmthe 
truth  of  these  people  having  net,  and  having 
made  that  report. 

They  then  called  for  another  paper  found 
upon  Hardy ;  which  purports  to  bo  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Mr.  V'auguau  to  be  a  deleg^t 
and  to  assist  ttie  committee  of  constitntion' m 
April,  179  2  ;  lar  as  1  can  understand,  at  the 
time  that  Uic  establishment  of  the  London 
Corresponding  Society  took  place,  they  did 
not  immedialitdy  frame  their  censtttution ; 
and  that  this  Mr.  Vaugban  w?.*  'U-^ircd  to 
take  a  pari  in  tlie  framing  of  thai  coustitu- 
tk)u. 

They  tbeo  produced  a  letter  of  Tboniaa 
SZ 
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Paine  to  the  people  of  Franrr  ;  wliicli  appears 
to  have  been  publkhed  and  di&tnbuted  gratis, 
by  tlie  IrOQ(k»o  Correspooding  Society;  two 
hundred  ropifs  of  that  paper  appear  to  have 
hfieu  scot  by  the  London  CorrcspondinKj>o- 
ciety,  to  the  Constitutional  Society.  Tlist 
paper  was  read;  and  here  the  evidence,  on 
the  part  of  the  prosecuion,  closed.  TtM  {wper 
must  be  read. 

Letter  of  Thomas  Paine,  to  the  People  of 
France.  Published  and  distributed  gratis 
bjr  the  London  Corresponding  Society. 

<*  Parii,  September  f  5. 

« (First  Year  of  tbe  Bepullic.) 

"  Fellow-citizens;— I  receive,  with  affec- 
taooate  gratitude,  the  honour  which  the 
hte  National  Assembly  has  conferred  tjpon 
me,  by  adopting  me  a  citizen  of  France ; 
and  the  additional  honour  of  being  f«!erted 
by  my  feilow-citizcuh  a  luctuber  of  the 
National  Convention.  Happily  impressed, 
as  I  am,  by  those  testimonies  of  re<;pect 
shown  towards  mc  as  an  individual,  I  feel 
my  felicity  increased  by  seeing  the  barrier 
hrokrn  down  that  divided  patriotism  by 
spots  of  earth,  and  limited  citizenship,  to 
tne  soil,  like  vegetation. 

**  Had  those  honours  been  conferred  in 
an  hour  of  national  tranquillity,  they  would 
liave  affi}rded  no  other  means  of  showing 
my  affection,  than  to  have  accepted  and  en> 
joyed  them  ;  hut  they  come  accompanied 
with  circumstances  that  give  roe  the  honour- 
able opportunity  of  commencing  my  citi- 
zenship in  the  stormy  hour  of  mfficultics. 
I  come  not  to  enjoy  repose.  Convinced 
that  the  cause  of  Fiance  u  the  cause  of  all 
mankind,  and  that  as  liberty  cannot  be 
purchased  by  a  wish,  I  gladly  share  with 
yw  the  dangers  and  honours  necessary  to 
success. 

'M  am  well  aware  thai  the  moment  of 
any  great  change,  such  astbataecomplished 

on  tne  10th  oi  August,  is  unavoidably  the 
moment  of  terror  and  contusion.  The 
mind,  highly  agitated  by  hope,  suspicion, 
and  apprehension,  continues  without  rest 
till  the  change  he  arrompli>;hrd.  Hut  let 
tis  now  look  calmly  and  cuntideuiiv  lorwai  d, 
and  success  is  certain.  It  is  no  longer  the 
paltrv  cause  of  kin^s,  or  of  this,  or  of  that 
individual,  that  calls  France  and  her  armies 
into  action.  It  is  the  great  cause  of  all.  It 
is  the  estnfli'lunrnt  of  anew  aera,  that  shall 
bbt  despotism  from  the  earth,  and  fix,  on 
the  lasung  principles  of  peace  and  dtiaen- 
ship,  the  great  rcpidjlic  ol  man. 

"  It  has  been  my  fate  to  have  borne  a 
share  In  the  commencement  and  complete 
establishment  of  one  revolution  (I  mean 
the  re%'olulion  of  America).  The  success 
and  events  of  that  revolution  are  encou- 
raging to  us.  The  prosperity  Mid  tuippinMS 
tha'  have  since  flowed  to  thr\t  countiy,have 
amply  rewarded  her  for  ali  the  hardships 


she  endured,  and  Ibr  aU  the  dan|Bis  afa* 

encountered. 
**  The  principles  on  which  that  refolaCett 

began,  hftM:  t_  \ii  lifted  themselves  to  Eoropc, 
and  an  uvcr'ruUog  Providence  is  regene- 
rating the  Old  World  by  the  principles  of 
the  New.  The  distance  of  America  from 
all  the  other  parts  of  the  globe,  did  not 
admit  of  her  carrying  those  principiea 
beyond  her  own  situation.  It  is  to  tha 
pecidiar  honour  of  France,  that  she  now 
rai!>ci>  the  standard  ol  lite  riy  lor  ail  oatioas; 
and  in  fighting  her  own  tmtUes,  miitaildi 
for  the  rights  of  all  niankitu! 

**  The  same  spirit  of  lorlitude  that  in- 
sured success  to  Amei  ica,  will  faisure  it  to 
P'rancr,  for  it  is  niipd^siMe  to  connucr  a 
nation  determined  to  be  free  i  The  ouUtaij 
circumstances  that  now  unite  themsrivea 
to  rrunee,  arc  such  as  the  despots  of  the 
earth  know  nothing  of,  and  can  form 
no  calculation  upon.  They  know  not 
wha4it  is  to  fight  against  a  nation.  TImj 
have  only  been  accustomed  to  make  war 
upon  each  other,  and  they  know  frooi 
system  and  praetiee,  how  to  calculattf  lha 
probable  success  of  despot  against  despot; 
and  here  their  knowledge  and  experience 
ends. 

"  But  in  a  contest  like  the  present,  a  ntw 
and  boundless  variety  of  circumstances 
arises,  that  deranges  all  such  eustomaiy 
ralnihitions.  When  a  whole  nation  acts  as 
an  army,  the  despot  knows  not  the  extent 
of  the  power  againM  which  he  contends. 
New  armies  rise  against  him  witli  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  moment.  It  is  then  that  the 
difhcuUies  of  uii  invading  enemy  multiply^ 
as  in  the  turmcrca^e  they  diminished ;  and 
he  finds  them  at  their  height  when  km  ex- 
pected ihem  to  end. 

**  The  only  war  that  has  any  stmUari^ 
of  circumstances  with  the  present,  is  the 
late  revolution-war  in  America.  On  her 
part,  as  it  now  is  in  France,  it  was  m  war  of 
the  whole  nation. — There  it  was  that  the 
enecoy,  by  beginning  to  conquer,  put  him- 
self in  a  condition  of  bein^  conquered. 
His  irst  victories  prepared  him  for  defeat 
He  advanced  till  be  could  not  retrct^t,  nn^ 
found  himself  in  the  midst  ot  a  iialiuu  ut 
armies. 

^^■f  re  it  now  to  be  proposed  to  the 
Ausirians  and  Prussians  to  escort  thtm 
into  the  middle  of  Flrance,  and  there  leava 
them  to  make  the  nm  ^t  of  stich  a  sitiiition. 
they  would  see  too  much  into  the  danges  of 
it  to  aceept  the  ofler,  and  the  sane  mmmm 
would  attend  them  could  they  arrive  tnert 
by  any  other  means.  Where  then  is  the 
military  policy  of  their  attempting  to  ohiahi 
by  force,  that  which  they  would  refuse 
choice  P  But  to  reason  with  dcSbots  m 
throwing  reason  away.  The  beet  of  argu- 
ments is  a  vigorooi  |Meparation. 

"  Man  is  rvrr  ^^^nn5er  to  the  ways  by 
which  lYovidcncc  regulates  the  otdtr  «4 
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tiiiags.  The  ioteriereQce  ol  foreiEQ  despots 
my  Mnw  to  Inlraduee  into  their  own  en* 

slaved  countries  the  principles  they  come 
to  oppose.  Liberty  and  Equality  are  bless- 
ings too  great  to  be  the  inheritance  of 
France  alone.  It  is  honour  to  her  to  te 
fheir  first  champion;  anf!  she  may  now 
say  to  her  enemies,  wilh  a  mighty  voice, 
*OI  jeAualriam,  jt  Pniwiain!  ye  who 
<  now  turn  your  bayonet?  airainst  us  ;  it  is 
'  tor  all  Europe;  it  is  for  all  nmnkind,  and 

*  QOl  for  France  alone,  that  she  raises  Ate 

*  SlUidard  of  liberty  and  E<niulily.' 

^  The  public  cause  has  hitherto  suffered 
flwtt  the  contradictions  rontoined  in  the 
constitution  of  the  former  Conslilneiit 
Assembly.  Those  contradictions  have 
aervvd  to  divide  the  opinions  of  individuals 
at  home,  and  to  obscure  the  great  princi- 
ples of  the  rovoUilion  in  other  countries. 
But  when  thu»e  contradictions  shall  be 
Teraoved,  and  the  constitution  be  made 
conformablp  to  the  declaration  of  rights; 
vtvon  the  bagatelles  of  monarchy,  royalty 
rejgency,  ana  hereditary  succession,  shall 
Le  e\}X)sed,  with  all  their  absurditir-,  a 
new  ray  of  light  will  be  thrown  over  the 
world,  and  the  re?olation  will  derive  new 
•Iret^etli  by  being  universally  imderstood. 

**  fbe  scene  that  now  opens  itself  to 
France  extends  far  bevond  the  boundaries  of 
berown  dominions.  Kvcry  n:itiQn  is  becom- 
ing her  colleague,  and  every  court  is  become 
her  enemy.  It  is  now  the  cause  of  all  nations 
against  the  cause  of  all  courts.  The  terror 
that  (lesj>utisin  telt,  clandp'^linrly  begot  a 
coofederation  ul  despots;  and  tticir  attack 
sipoo  France  fiat  produced  by  their  fears  at 


*  In  entering  on  this  great  scene,  greater 
than  any  nation  has  yet  been  calira  to  act 

in,  let  us  say  to  the  i^itr^tcd  mind,  be  calm. 
Ijel  us  punish  by  instructing,  rather  than 
hf  revenge.  Let  us  begin  the  new  lera  by 

3  greatness  of  fricnd-!iip,  and  hail  the 
approach  of  union  «and  success.  Your 
(eliow  citisen, 

^  Thobcas  pAtat," 

Gentlemen,  the  first  witness,  who  was 
eallcd  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Horne  Tooke,  was 

major  Ci^rtwright;  he  said  he  was  a  member 
of  the  society  ior  ConstiUitional  Information, 
from  its  first  institution ;  that  doctor  Broc- 
klesby,  a  doctor  .Tcbb,  and  a  Mr.  Loflt,  were 
among  the  earliest  mcmben;  their  object 
was,  to  give  to  the  public  constitutional  in- 
formation; and  particularly  to  promote  a 
recovery  of  what  they  conceived  their  lost 
rights— meaning  the  rights  of  representation 
in  the  House  ofCommons;  he  said  he  never 
entertained  an  idea  th  it  the  objects  of  the 
society  were  changed ;  tiial,  for  the  last  two 
years,  it  was  hi  ms  power  to  attend  scarcely 
at  all ;  he  was  many  years  in  the  halit  of 
attending;  he  never  perceived  any  change  of 
gmcnl'ieiitaiHiito)  m  Ae  ootset,  they  were 
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in  favour  of  univer»l  suffirage,  and  annual 
paritamciits;  that  the  society  was  instituled 

before  the  duke  of  Richmond's  plan  ;  but  the 
duke's  conduct  met  with  the  approbation  of 
the  society:  that  the  duke  ot  Richmond's 
letter  to  colonel  Shanaaa  was  drculated  by 
the  society  ;  and  th  it  the  plan,  stated  in  that 
letter,  received  tiieir  approbation;  he  under- 
stands the  duke  of  Rictimond's  IhI},  and  hb 
plan,  in  the  letter  to  colonel  Sharman,  to  be 
that  wliich  their  approbation  went  to;  he 
had  many  convenatiOBs  with  bita  upon  tho 
subirrt ;  he  rnnnot  pretend  to  say,  that  it  was 
the  sole  object  of  the  society  to  act  upon  the 
duke  of  Riehaiond|s  plan ;  the  sole  object 
was  a  radical  reform  in  the  House  of  Commons; 
but  there  was  a  considerable  diifercnce  of 
opinion ;  that  many  would  have  been  al  u)  of 
obtaining  considerably  less  than  that ;  no  aaid 
if  he  had  perceived  there  had  been  any  per- 
sons who  were  not  friends  to  the  king's 
government,  he  would  have  remained  in  tba 
society,  but  it  should  have  been  for  the  p«r- 

Kose  of  removin^^  such  members;  he  never 
card  of  such  an  idea,  in  the  lociely ;  that  do 
man  had  ever  started  such  an  idea;  thainO 
motion  had  been  made  of  that  kind. 

The  witness  said,  he  had  known  the  prisoner 
intimately  si\[i:i'ii  years;  that  he  always 
appeared)  from  his  public  cooduot,  and  private 
conversations,  to  be  a  steady,  firm,  wid  in- 
I  flexible  friend  to  a  reform  m  the  House  of 
I  Commons;  he  does  not  know  that  Mr.  Uorno 
Tooke  has  particular  objections  to  the  duke 
of  Richmond's  plan,  but  he  did  not  entirely 
concur  witli  it;  that,  of  all  the  men  he  ever 
knew,  he  was  the  steadiest,  and  roost  inva- 
rial  h  jii  his  sentiments ;  that  he  never  heard 
any  thing  f:ill  from  him,  disrespectful  to  the 
office  of  royalty;  but  quite  the  reverse;  he 
Mud,  that  at  times,  when  other  opinions  were 
put  abroad,  he  always  found  Mr.  1  ooke  hold, 
that  the  regal  and  aristocratical  branches  of 
our  constitution,  were  excellent  in  themselves; 
and  that,  if  a  reform  in  the  other  Lr. inches  of 
the  constitution  could  be  obtamcd,  that  our 
constitution  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  th<» 
most  perfect  of  any  upon  eartli ;  he  says  this 
is  the  impression  on  his  mind,  of  all  his  con- 
versation ;  that  he  has  not  seen  Mr.  Tooke, 
since  the  spring  of  1793 ;  that  down  to  that 
time  he  had  observed  no  variation  in  his  opi. 
nion.  He  said,  be  recollects  an  illustration 
of  Mr.  TooWs,  which  shows  that  his  objects 
did  not  to  tho^e  lengths  which  Mr.  Paine's 
did ;  he  Was  speaking  ot  persons  travelling  in 
a  stage  ctmch,  and  getting  out  at  different 
places;  he  said,  when  I  find  myself  at  HotUl- 
slow,  I  get  out;  others  may  go  farther. 

He  said  Mr.  Tooke  did  not  write  the  letter 
to  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  tlic  Pi^ople, 
which  was  answered  upon  the  sixteenth  of 
May,  1798;  the  witness  himself  subscribed  it 
as  chairman,  and  consented  to  its  bcino;  sent ; 
that  it  was  written  as  a  serious,  friendly,  and 
solemn  warning  to  a  new  society.  comrK>»ed, 
iaaeoasiienAbdcst^of  aembefter  ptr 
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liaument,  to  guard  against  their  departure  troni 
those  principles  which  they  onee  professed 
friendly  to  the  constitution;  and  it  was  the 
result  of  general  observation,  that  such  had 
been  the  practice;  flMlthqf  meant  only  a  re- 
form in  the  Honsr  of  Commons,  and  nothing 
was  stated  of  going  beyond  that ;  he  i»atd  he 
was  also-a  member  of  tbe  new  society,  that  is 
tl  ic  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  and 
continues  so ;  he  said  they  knew  he  was  a 
ipembcs'  of  the  Conslilutjonal  Society ;  he  be- 
lieves there  might  be  other  persons  members 
of  both  societies,  and  he  instances  Doctor 
Towers,  as  a  member  of  botlv  these  societies; 
lie  said,  tliat  so  far  from  a  design  against  the 
constitution,  the  object  of  the  society  was  to 
support  the  constitution,  and  restore  it  to  its 
true  principles;  that  be  never  heard  any 
moving  towards  force,  arras,  or  violence;  nor 
has  he  any  reason  to  thinic  any  such  thing 
was  in  agitation ;  be  said  he  himself  was  con- 
sidered as  the  father  and  founder  of  this  so- 
ciety: he  said  Mr.  Uorne  TooJu  never  pro- 
fessed himself  to  be  a  ftiend  or  a  favourer  of 
universal  sufTrage  ;  thai  Mr.  Tooke  disputed 
with  him  lus  axiom;  Mr.  Tooke  supposed 
that  he  built  upon  Locke,  he  observeo,  his 
dogpia  would  not  bear  him  out  in  the  conclu- 
sion he  drew  from  it;  he  appeared  to  con- 
ceive both  Locke  and  the  witness  to  be  mis- 
taken; he  said  the  proposition  was,  that 
every  man  had  a  right  to  shsre  in  the  govern- 
ment. 11c  mentioned  the  circumstance  oi  an 
engraving,  with  propositions  upon  it  support- 
ing universal  suffrage  being  publislicd  ;  he 
said  Mr.  Home  Tooke  by  no  means  approved 
of  gmt  part  of  Paine's  writings ;  that  other 
parts  appeared  to  him  to  be  very  beneficial  to 
this  nattoQ,  and  to  others ;  he  said  he  ap- 
proved of  Locke  only  in  part,  and  that  he 
never  praised  pure  democracy,  and  he  has 
heard  him  contest  tbe  point  with  those  who 
did. 

Upon  his  cross-examination  he  said,  that 
the  twenly-filiti  of  May,  17P2,  viras  the  last 
time  he  attended  the  suoely ;  that  he  had 
not  seen  Mr.  Tooke  since  he  left  town ;  he 
was  present  when  the  address  to  t!ir-  jacobins 
was  voted ;  that  he  was  not  a  party  tu  tttc 
Other  addresses  sent  to  France ;  that  the  sub- 
ject of  a  convention  was  not  agitated  wliile 
he  was  a  member;  he  said  he  does  not  re- 
member any  conversation  about  the  vipers 
aristocracy  and  monarchy,  but  be  said,  il"  it 
was  appli^  to  a  goverumcot  where  they  were 
vipers,  he  shoidiihave  thought  the  term  well 
apphcd  ;  hf  said,  in  so  large  a  society  as  the 
Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  the 
letter  sent  to  them  might  be  diflFereutly  un- 
derstood;  he  thinks  their  letter  in  answer 
was  carrjr  <1  but  by  one  castins;  voice;  tlicre 
was  an  ailu^iuu  tu  I'ainc's  ploiis  of  public  be- 
nefit btni^  carried  into  execution;  tint  re- 
late to  the  Constitutional  Society  approving 
the  resolutions  from  Manchester,  proposed 
in  those  terms ;  there  was  no  explanation  by 
the  Societj  ior  Constilutioaat  Iiifocmatioii^ 


but  there  were  private  explanations  by  him- 
self and  others;  be  does  not  remember  that 
ever  he  saw  a  letter  from  tbe  Shertieid  So- 
ciety upon  the  subject  of  the  difference  be- 
tween the  two  societies*;  be  said,  that  he  has 
some  recollection  of  some  associat  ri  mem- 
bers from  SbeiEeld ;  that  he  does  not  recol- 
lect any  of  their  names;  that  they  were  not 
at  all  afraid  of  strangers ;  he  said  he  does  not 
recollect  auy  letter  respecting  that  associa- 
tion ;  he  does  not  recollect  a  resolution  signed 

Thomas  Hardy,"  in  the  hand-writing  of 
Mr.  Home  Tooke ;  he  docs  not  know  that 
the  prisoner  had  been  consulted  about  tbe 
constitution  of  the  London  Corresponding 
Society  ;  bf  <^aid  he  recollects  the  declaration 
cumine  from  the  Borough  Society,  and  that 
it  mignt  be  introduced  with  words  used  bj 
the  NatioTul  rnnvmlion;  that  as  to  the 
thanks  of  their  society,  if  they  were  given 
they  are  in  tbe  book ;  no  thinks  Mr.  Rune 
was  an  honorary  member,  and  attended 
pretty  much  while  he  was  in  Rngland.  The 
witness  said  he  meant  to  go  to  the  irfitumng 
of  a  reform  in  the  House  of  Commons;  be 
was  not  governed  by  anv  man,  and  should  be 
giad  of  the  assistance  of  any  man  to  procure 
It ;  he  said,  that  the  part  of  Paine's  wwks 
which  was  prosrruted,  was  that  against  mo- 
narchy ;  that  ruiuc  offered  the  profits  of  the 
work  to  tlie  society,  estimatiog  it  at  a  thou- 
sand pounds ;  he  does  not  recollect  being  in 
the  chair  when  they  determined  to  support 
Paine,  but  if  it  is  stated  so  in  the  books,  it 
niiiit  fiavr  been  so ;  probably  it  was  not  then 
known  what  part  woultl  be  prosecuted ;  he 
sud  be  did  not  consider  FSsinrs  writings  as  a 
conspiracy  to  overturn  the  government,  but, 
as  discussions  on  the  subject  of  governmoit; 
that  if  be  had  thought  there  bad  been  any 
conspirators  in  the  society,  he  would  have  as- 
sisted to  bring  tlicm  to  justice ;  he  said,  he 
thinks  he  recommended  Mr.  Home  Tooke  to 
the  society,  aiul  be  admits  that  he  had  heard 
he  had  been  convict  f^d  of  a  libel.  This  was  tho 
evidence  of  major  i  an v>  right* 

Gentlemen,  they  then  proposed  to  read  the 
duke  of  Richmond's  plan,  expressly  referred 
to  in  the  constitution  of  the  London  Corres- 
ponding Society,  and  it  was  accordingly  read  • 
and  thn^f?  parts  which  Mr.  Home  Tooke 
and  his  counsel  wish  to  have  read,  may  now 
be  read. 

Mr.  Ershinc. — My  lord,  we  do  not  desire 
it ;  1  dare  say  it  is  in  the  recollection  of  the 

jury. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — I  understand  the 
effect  of  the  duke  of  Richmond's  plan  to  be 
fur  imiversal  suffrage  and  annual  elections; 
that  all  persons  of  age,  not  incapacitated  by 
crimes,  and  so  on,  should  vote;  that  tbe 
number  of  meinbtrs  oi  U»e  House  of  Com- 
mons should  nut  i)c  increased;  but  that 
voters  shoulil  be  divided  hy  f'lvr  hundre<l  and 
hfiy-cigiit :  there  therefore  would  be  a  certain 
number  of  persons  to  vole  for  eaeh  i 
thni  thej  were  to  vote  in  diatocU 
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and  tbe  nine  day  atl  over  the  kingdom ;  and 

thii,  il  was  thought,  would  prevent  all  the 
ot>alu»k>Ji  and  expense  attending  elections, 
at  no  ▼oten  woulo  be  to  eo  from  their  own 
houses.  I  take  this  tu  be  the  mbltance 
<>f  the  duke  of  llichmond's  plan 

They  then  proposed  lu  read  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Home  Tooke  to  lord  Ashburton,  and 
aAer  a  debate  upon  its  admissibility,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read;  it  is  dated  the  tenth  of 
May,  1782.  This  letter  proves,  that  Mr. 
Home  Tooke's  opinion  for  a  reform  in  parlia- 
inent,  was  siiort  of  universal  suflrage;  it 
f  hows  an  attaehment  to  the  person  of  the 
king,  and  a  di  po'-iiior»  to  support  the  aristo- 
cracy of  the  kin^om,  with  a  proper  caution 
that  thev  were  not  to  break  in  upon  the  dig- 
nity of  the  crown ;  in  the  conclusion  il  states, 
that  there  were  very  little  hopes  of  stich  a 
plan  as  he  wished  might  succeed  being  car< 
ried  into  execution;  that  the  voice  of  the 
people  had  been  h*-arfl  but  orirp  in  the  House 
ot  Commons,  and  it  was  notiiiiciy  to  be  heard 
•gain.  The  concluding  part  of*^ the  letter  is 
not  material,  as  it  struck  me,  on  behalf  of 
Mr.  Tooke;  but  if- he  wisheis  to  hive  the 
whole  of  it  read ,  it  shall  be  reid  to  you.  * 

Mr.  Tviike. — I  bhall  be  willing;  to  p;i-"  over 
all  that  has  been  read  on  oiy  side,  and  trust 
to  the  jury's  recollection.  IshaU  be  glad  to 
save  your  lordship  and  llie  jury  time. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eum. — 1  have  given  a 
abort  nummary  of  it,  but,  if  you  have  the 
least  wish  upon  the  subject,  it  shall  be  read. 

Mr.  Ertkine.  —  Your  lordship  has  done 
it  most  correctly,  and  wc  are  pcritcily 
tUBed. 

lx)rd  Chief  Justice  Eyre.— Mr  Tooke  then 
offered  a  paper,  containing  the  names  of  per- 
eons  who  entwed  into  an  assodation,  but  it 
could  not  be  received  as  evidence. 

Major  Cartwright  desired  to  explain  an  ex- 
iweaaion  he  had  made  use  of,  witn  regard  to 
using  rvcry  thin:;  tli^t  olVrrrd  for  promoting 
the  object  of  a  parliamentary  reform:  he 
«aid,  be  means,  provided  thsgp  were  pursuing 
a  course  that  was  l^gd  and  oonstitutiooaC 
he  would  join  them. 

They  then  called  Mr.  Fox ;  IMr.  Fox  said 
he  saw  Mr.  Tooke,  at  the  Thatched  House 
tavern,  about  the  year  1785  ;  that  was  a 
meeting  of  all  the  friends  to  reform  of  parlia- 
ment, convened  by  Mr.  Wyvill,  after  Mr. 
Pitt's  motion  ;  that  the  object  was,  to  gain  a 
direct  apprubauon  tu  Mr.  Pitt's  speciiic  plan ; 
bow  the  motion  was  frMned,  he  ooes  not  take 
ujton  hims*lf  to  say;  but  to  the  best  of  his 
recollection  Mr.  Uorne  Tooke  supported  the 
notion ;  that  seveiml  others,  and  himself  Ibr 
one,  obj^ied  to  the  motion ;  the  plan,  as  he 
recollecled  it,  was  a  general  proposition,  that 
if  any  boroughs  were  proposed  to  be  sold, 
that  their  right  of  sending  members  to  par- 
liament should  W  purchased  by  the  puUic, 
and,  in  lieu  of  thus*;  members,  others  were  to 
be  elected  by  the  freeholders  the  counties 
•t  ktff,  Of  oiftiicu  of  counties. 
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Mr.  Francis  is  then  called;  he  saidheian 

member  of  the  Society  of  tlie  I  Vicn  Js  of  the 
People :  he  said  he  had  drawn  up  a  plan  of 
reform,  which  he  meant  to  submit  to  that 
society ;  that,  in  the  c onr.-  f  i  f  the  summer  of 
1793,  he  saw  Mr.  Tooke,  and  baring  known 
him  u  long  time,  though  but  bli<'lit)y,  and 
believing  him  to  be  a  strenuous  advocate  for 
a  reform,  and  very  learned  upon  the  subject^ 
he  asked  him  to  examine  his  plan,  and  to  set 
him  right  as  to  any  of  the  authorities  as  to 
the  ancient  laws  and  nrtoms  to  whirh  he 
had  referred,  which  Mr.  1  uoke  undertook  to 
do ;  be  Slid  he  did  not  mean  to  disai«i  the 
principles  of  the  plan  with  Mr.  Tooke,  for  a'> 
to  that  he  was  satisfied;  he  said  Mr.  Xoo4e 
made  some  observations,  wldeh  he  received, 
and  altered  his  plan  in  some  partiodars,  ac- 
cording to  those  observations ;  it  appeared  to 
him  that  Mr.  Tooke  approved  of  it  much  in 
general;  he  wad  hb  pnn  went  to  a  reform 
in  the  Common'^  llonse  of  Parliamcni;  he 
did  not  think  thai  he  disagreed  with  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  upon  any  of  the  principles  of 
the  constitution;  he  thinks  Mr.  Tooke  told 
him  that  be  had  refused  to  be  a  dele»te 
to  the  Scotch  Convention,  and  that  Mr. 
Tooke  said  he  was  in  bad  repute  wilh  thepo^ 
pular  societies,  on  that  account. 

Mr.  Francis  said,  that  Margarot  and  Rardy 
called  on  lisrn,  and  requested  hini  tn  present 
a  petition  from  the  London  Corresponding 
Society  to  the  House  of  Commons;  he  did 
not  know  that  tliey  were  associated  members 
wilh  the  Constitutional  Society  ;  he  said  he 
IS  a  member  of  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of 
the  People;  lord  John  Russell  is  a  member, 
and  he  is  sure  that  that  answer  to  the  letter 
of  tiic  Constitutional  Society  wa&  carried  by 
much  more  than  a  casting  vote ;  he  nidbe 
knows  there  trr  ^ome  persons  who  are  mem- 
bers of  both  bociclies. 

The  duke  of  Richmond  was  then  called ; 
he  said  he  saw  Mr.  Tooke  with  doctor  Broc- 
klesby,  at  the  Ordnance  odirc  ;  it  was  with 
difficult  V  he  reedlected  any  tlimg  that  passed 
upon  that  occasion,  but  he  docs  recollect 
meting  Mr.  Uorne  Tooke  on  some  occasion^ 
he  believes  at  the  Quintuple  Alliance  at  the 
London  or  the  Thatched  liouiNe  tavern;  and 
he  has  met  Mr.  Tooke  at  several  other  times; 
he  himself  was  a  member  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Society,  some  years  ^o;  he  never 
heard  Mr.  Tooke  say  anv  thir><;  against  the 
King,  Lords,  or  the  consiuution  of  the  coim- 
try :  he  went  on  to  state  some  other  circum- 
stances relative  to  the  rivitched  House  ta- 
von,  but  he  did  not  recollect  enough  to  bring 
the  matter  home  aa  evidence,  and  therefeie 
that  part  of  the  cvideDoCy  I  lee^  1  have  stniek 
my  pen  through. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  then  called  ;  he  said,  a  paper 
which  was  shown  him  is  of  his  hand-writing, 
but  that  paper  could  not  be  received  as  evi- 
dence ;  he  was  asked  who  il  was  written  to, 
he  saya  probably  to  mme  chiurmao  of  a  West- 
minster cemmtticei  be  said -he  itcoUecIs  » 
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meeting  tt  the  Thatched  House,  about  the 
middle  of  May,  1782,  afler  his  hnt  motion  in 
Ifae  Home  of  ComnKKity  in  relation  to  a  par- 
liamentary reform;  he  thinks  Mr.  Home 
Tooke  was  present;  thai  the  sense  of  the 
meeting  was  to  use  means  to  reeonmend  a 
petition  to  parliament,  in  order  to  procure  a 
reform ;  he  said  that  there  was  no  such  idea 
as  a  convention  of  the  people  by  affiliated 
societies;  bo  did  not  consider  that  as  a  meet- 
ing of  persons  authorized  to  act  for  any  but 
for  themselves ;  he  said  he  docs  not  recollect 
any  petition  having  been  objected  to  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  as  coming  from  persons 
in  a  delegated  capacity;  he  docs  not  know 
but  that  some  of  the  persons  present  at  the 
Thatched  House  might  be  deputed  by  others, 
but  he  does  not  know  bow  they  were  consti- 
tuted. 

Mr.  Sheridan  was  then  called:  he  said  he 
knows  Mr.  Horne  Tooke ;  that  he  met  him  at 
several  meetings,  held  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
tainiug  a  parliamentary  reform;  that  he  met 
him  aulifiercnt  associations  in  the  year  1780; 
he  tlunks  he  saw  him  at  a  meeting,  or  con- 
vention of  delegates,  from  different  counties 
and  town<$,  assembled  to  promote  the  object 
of  a  parliamentary  reform,  and  to  act  for  those 
who  deputed  tiwm;  that  he,  Mr.  Sheridan, 
was  delegate  from  Westminster,  with  five  or 
sia  other  nntlemen,  to  act  with  the  other 
ddegates  nom  other  aseodations,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  object  of  parliamentary  reform  by 
legal  and  constitutional  means,  and  so  far  to 
interest  and  engage  the  public  mind  in  that 
ol^eet»  that  the  umuenee  of  the  pubUc  opinion 
might  so  far  operate  upon  the  House  of 
Commons  as  that  tliey  might  ultimately  eain 
tiwlr  object,  witbont  wmch  influence  there 
were  no  hopes  of  success  from  the  House  of 
Commons ;  that  thev  couhded  the  means  of 
doinjg  this  to  the  defegales  entirely;  that  in 
all  tncir  papers  and  resolutions  they  stated 
iliemselves  to  be  delegates  acting  for  other 
people;  he  says  that  no  person  could  bdong 
to  tlioso  meetings  without  knnuin;^  that  it 
was  so,  because  such  a  person  must  have  been 
himself  appointed  by  others ;  he  says  he  re- 
collects no  instance  of  Mr.  Horne  Tooke's 
dissenting  from  the  propositions  that  were 
then  rasMOc;  he  does  not  know  whetlier  Mr. 
Tooke  was  a  delegate ;  there  were  Yorkshire 
and  Devonshire  delegates;  that  thry  consi- 
dered themselves  as  delegated  generally  to 
use  die  strongest  legal  means  to  obtain  their 
object;  he  says  that  it  was  thotif^ht  that  pe- 
titions, unless  they  came  from  the  whole 
body  of  the  people,  were  fiiTidotti  ind  ine> 
kss,  and  they  conceived  that  tbty  should 
have  delegates  in  larger  meetings  from  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom ;  they  did  not  mean  to 
operate  upon  tiie  House  of  Commons  by  force 
or  violence,  but  by  tliat  degree  of  awe  aiui 
reE>pect  which  they  conceived  the  House  of 
Commons  were  bound  to- pay,  and  must  pq^ 
to  the  SCUM  of  tbt  pMple  al  iKge  wfaaii  col- 
kcttd. 


He  said  he  recollects  a  meeting  to  celebrate 
the  establishment  of  liberty  in  France,  in  the 
year  17M.  Upon  that  oeoirioo  Iw  novsft  • 

resolution,  drawn  up  the  day  before  by  the 
Whig  Club*  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  he  says,  made 
no  objeetion  to  Hb  motion,  bat  proposed  an 
amendment.    Mr.  Tooke  stated,  thttt  an  un- 
qualified approbation  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion, in  the  terms  moved,  might  produce  aa 
ill  effect  out  of  doors,  a  dispositk>n  to  a  te9%* 
lution  in  this  country,  or,  at  least,  be  misro- 
presented  to  have  that  object ;  he  adverted  to 
the  circumstance  of  their  having  all  of  tfKli 
national  cockades  in  their  hats;  he  proposed 
to  add  some  quaUfying  expression  to  the 
probatiott  of  the  French  revolttHMH  ndedn- 
ration  of  attachment  to  the  principles  of  our 
own  constitulioo ;  he  saki  Mr.  Tooke  spokn 
in  a  figurative  manner  of  the  flwuiei  gdv^nl^ 
ment  of  France ;  he  described  it  as  a  vessel 
so  foul  and  decayed,  that  no  repair  could  save 
it  from  destruction;  tliat,  in  contrasting  our 
state  with  that,  he  said,  thank  Ood  the  noaiii 
timbers  of  our  constitution  are  sound;  he 
had  before  observed,  however,  that  some 
reforms  might  be  necessary ;  he  said  that  sen- 
timent was  received  with  great  disapproba- 
tion, and  with  very  rode  interruption,  inse 
much  that  lord  Stanhope,  who  was  m  tlw 
chair,  interfered  ;  he  said  it  had  haMMMl  trf 
him,  in  many  public  meetings,  to  cUMlt|iill 
and  oppose  the  prisoner,  and  that  Imt  bM  to* 
quently  seen  him  received  with  very  consi- 
derable marks  of  disapprobation,  but  he  never 
saw  them  much  afiect  him ;  he  said,  that  he 
himself  objected  to  Mr.  Tookens  amendment ; 
he  thinks  he  withdrew  his  amendment,  and 
moved  it  as  a  separate  motion ;  he  said  it  was 
then  carried  as  unanimously  as  his  own  mo- 
tion had  been;  that  original  motion,  and 
separate  motion,  are  in  tliese  words — That 
this  meeting  does  most  oonKally  rejoice  ill 
the  establishment  and  confirmation  of  libertj 
in  France:  and  it  beholds,  with  peculiar s^»> 
(action,  the  sentiments  of  amity  ittd  cMitf 
will,  which  appear  to  pervade  the  people  of 
that  country  towards  this  kingdom,  especially 
at  a  time  when  it  is  the  manifest  interest  of 
both  stales,  that  nothing  should  interrupt  the 
harmony  which  at  present  subsists  between 
them,  and  which  is  so  essentially  necessary 
to  the  freedom  and  happiness,  not  only  of  the 
I  rt  uch  nation,  but  of  all  mankind  "  Mr. 
iooke  wisiied  to  add  to  his  motion  some  qua* 
lifyin^  clause,  to  gtiard  against  misundcr^ 
standing  and  misrepresentation:  that  there 
was  a  wide  difference  between  England  and 
Frtnee;  that  in  fVance  the  ve«Ml  wfts  so  fool 
and  decayed,  that  no  repair  could  save  it 
from  destruction;  whereas,  in  £ngland|  we 
had  a  noble  and  a  ststelj  vessel,  sailing 
proudly  on  the  bosom  of  the  ocean  ;  that  her 
main  timbers  were  sound,  though  it  was  tm^' 
alter  so  long  a  course  of  vears,  she  mkj^llu 
want  sonm  imaift.  Mr.  Tobko's  motittn  lili^ 
— "  That  we  feel  equal  satisfaction  that 
subjects  of  England,  by  the  viriuoia  eiertioni 
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of  their  ancestors,  have  not  so  arditous  a  task 
to  perform  as  Uie  French  havo  had,  but  have 
ooi^  to  niaintatD  aiul  improve  ^  coostiut- 
tutioQ  which  their  ancestors  have  tntmmitted 
to  them     this  was  carried  imaniinuuHly. 

Upon  his  cross-exatniimtioii  Mr.  Sheridan 
said,  that  this  meeting  \ras  upon  the  1  ith  of 
July,  U90;  that  in  1791  there  a  meetiog, 
but  he  happened  not  to  he  fvrcsent ;  that  at 
fhe  meeting  in  1790,  t!v  v  hissed  nw}  inter- 
I'upled  Mr.Tooke,  coudenming,  as  be  thought, 
the  niocleratio&  of  bis  pfineiples ;  he  aaid 
there  was  a  meeting  of  drlf  ^  ltes,  in  17R0,  he 
does  not  recollect  the  meettitgi  in  1783 ;  he 
said  that  the  meeting  in  1700  was  soon  after 
the  etoction  for  Westminster ;  there  was  no> 
thing  cordial  in  the  members  of  the  Whig 
Club,  who  attended,  towards  Mr.  Tooke;  that 
there  was  a  mcetiog  of  delecatee  tomewhere 
in  King-street ;  he  cannot  say  now  many  meet- 
ings there  were,  nor  for  wiiiat  places  the^  at- 
tended ;  and  he  leys  that  afterwards,  he  thinks 
thf  re  was  a  meeting  in  Gojildhall ;  he  said 
that  be  forgets  the  nature  of  the  meeting  at 
the  Thatched  House,  or  who  were  present; 
that  thcrr  wa-  a  meeting  aflcrword?  al  tlic 
duke  of  Richmond's,  when  it  was  pn^scd 
that  Mr.  Pitt  should  be  requested  to  move  a 
reform  in  pwBMnent,  in  tbe  House  <»f  Cooi- 
aa^ns. 

Air.  Pill  afterwards  said  that  he  spoke  of 
the  meeting  at  the  Thatched  House  only, 
when  he  said,  that  the  persons  who  met 
^ere,  met  fur  themselves ;  that  he  was  at  the 
meeting  at  the  duke  of  Richmond's,  at  which 
thcT'*  wrrr  nmnv  mcn'il>ers  of  parliament,  and 
aotne  who  were  not  members  oi  parliament, 
nttd  who  miptit  have  been  delegated  from  tbe 
4MNinlies  and  t<  vn^ 

Lord  Stanhope  was  then  called ;  he  said 
he  mm  in  tiie  chur  at  the  meeting  heM  on 
the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  1790, 
one  year  after  the  Bastille  had  been  pulled 
down ;  that  they  met  to  celebrate  that  glorious 
event ;  be  ttid that  there  «ere  several  hun- 
dred persons  there,  of  a  very  respectable  de- 
scription; that  the  prisoner  was  there;  he 
said  that  Mr.  Sheridan  also  was  present ;  that 
Mr.  Sheridan's  hcalili  was  drank,  and  then 
Mr.  Sheridan  made  his  motion;  that  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  ewd  he  was  not  used  to  flatter 
men,  upon  that  he  hissed ;  that  he  spoke, 
at  the  meeting,  ot  the  dan^r  of  being  mistm- 
d^vtlood,  and  proposed  to  add  somethini^ 
about  our  own  constitution ;  that  he  recol- 
lects he  made  use  of  the  expression,  that  our 
timbers  were  sound ;  he  was  venr  much  hissed 
|md  hooted,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  he  pro- 
rurcd  him  a  hearing;  they  were  unwilling  to 
mix  Mr.  Toolce's  sentimenls  wuii  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan's^  and  therefore  Mr.  Toolce's  motion  was 
marTo  separately,  and  was  carried;  he  faid,  at 
that  time,  the  constitution  of  1789  had  been 
catAliflfaed,  but  that  it  was  not  perfected  till 
1701;  many  of  that  descriplion  of  people, 
whom  he  knew  as  Fozites,  were  th^,  and 
tbat  they  hiawdMr.HmiieDMke;  be 


he  is  persuaded  nobody  li^ere  bad  any  inten- 
tion against  the  government ;  lie  spoke  of  his 
being  10  the  House  •f  Commons  in  17^5,  he 
came  in  at  the  general  election  in  1T80 ;  hn 
attended  many  meetings  for  the  reform  of  (mr- 
liument;  lie  saw  Mr.  Home Tooke at  several; 
he  is  perfeelly  clear  he  saw  hhn  at  the 
llmiehed  House  in  I78'i,  a  »iiort  lime  after 
Mr.  Pitfs  first  motion  was  negatived ;  he 
said  that  was  amotion  to  go  into  a  committee, 
the  second  motion  was  more  particular,  and 
his  third  motion,  in  the  year  1785,  was,  to 
advance  a  million  s»crlin2,  to  buy  up  the  bur* 
nge  tenure  boroughs;  he  said  tie  was  at  the 
Thatched  House  with  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  WyvtU, 
and  the  duke  of  Richmond ;  he  is  p<witive  to 
his  being  at  tho  meeting  in  1735,  and  he 
thinks  he  was  tliere  m  1782  ;  he  said  the  ob- 
ject of  the  meeting  was,  a  recommeadatioD  to 
the  people  to  meet  during  the  summer,  for 
the  purpose  of  enforcing,  by  legal  means^  a 
narliamentaiy  reform;  be  said  he  is  sum 
Mr.  Tooke  was  present  at  the  meeting  in 
1785,  the  duke  ot  Norfolk,  then  ford  Surrey 
was  in  the  elrair;  tint  Mr.  W3^v01  brought 
that  meelinp  tn;iothcr;  he  said  that  Mr. 
VVyvill  was  a  warm  friend  of  Mr.  Pitt's  last 
plan;  tbat  an  account  of  this  plan  was  writ- 
ten, for  the  meeting,  by  Mr.  Wyvill,  and  Mr. 
Wyvill  moved  for  a  specific  approbation  of 
that  plan;  thai  Mr.  Fox  objected  to  it,  Mr. 
Tooke  was  for  it,  and  debated  for  it ;  that  he 
has  never  been  in  habits  with  Mr.  Tooke  in 

1>rivate  life;  thai  there  was  a  meeting  of  d©- 
egates  in  1780  and  1781. 

Mr.  Wyvill  said  he  was  at  the  meeting  ra 
1785 ;  that  it  was  ad  led  cbieflj^  at  his  desire^ 
with  a  view  to  obbdn  a  resohfoon  approviiijg 
of  Mr.  Pill's  plan,  in  hopes  to  unite  the  friends 
of  parliamentary  reform,  tbat  they  might 
maRe  another  application  vritii  imited  sup- 
port ;  he  hoped  for  greater  efiect  firom  uniu4 
support,  than  firom  distrnited ;  he  "^id  Mr. 
"ToOKe  was  there ;  that  there  was  no  propo- 
sition lo  tbank  Mr.  Pitt,  the  proposition  was» 
to  declare  that  Mr.  Pitt's  proposed  reform 
would  be  a  substantial  improvement  of  the 
constitution;  he  said  that  was  negatived ;  be 
said  Mr.  Tooke  spoke  In  favour  of  it,  and 
voted  in  favour  of  it;  be  believed  Mr.  Tooke 
was  present  at  the  Thatched  Houae,  in  1789  • 
that  the  uljrct  '"Va*?,  to  cndravour  to  animate 
the  ^eopit;  to  meet  in  respective  dktrictSy  to 
petition  parKamant  for  a  rafbrm.  and  it  was 
carried  unanimousljr;  he  saU  tnat  tbe  resOr 
hitions  were  in  writing. 

Mr.  Macnamara  was  then  called ;  be  said 
he  attended  the  Constitutional  Club  in  178^' 
which  is  n  r!ub  that  was  instituted  by  the 
friends  ol  loid  Hood,  to  secure  the  freedom 
of  election  for  the  ciiy  of  Westminster  ;  tl»y 
met  at  ihe  Thatched  House;  [thnt  it  was 
estabhshed  on  lord  Townshend  opposing  loni 
Hood^  re-election;  Aere  were  resolofiona 
proposed  there  by  Mr,  Tooke,  which  were 
constitutional  and  loval,  such  as  became  a 
well»wiaher  to  tbe  king  and  government  of 
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the  couatry ;  he  said  they  were  distinguished 
hg%  unilwiil,  a  blue  coat,  with  an  orange 
eoloilted  cape,  the  button  had  u|)nn  it  *'  king 
and  constitution;"  Mr.  Tookc  wus  a  inember 
of  the  club,  and  one  of  the  oiiKinal  futmdere; 
Mr.  Rose  also  wore  the  uniJorm,  Mr.  Pill, 
lord  Frederick  Campbell,  Mr.  Fielding,  and  a 
n«at  number  of  other  persons ;  that  from  that 
Sme  begot  into  hiiLits  of  intimacy  with  Mr. 
Tooke)  and  he  thinks  he  never  met  any  gea- 
tleman,  in  a  publie  or  priirate  character,  who 
understood  the  conslilution  of  llic  country 
better  than  Mr.  Tooke;  he  believes  no  man 
ever  existed  that  wished  better  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  couatrj»  in  Kin^  Lmds,  and 
Commons. 

Mr.  Macn&nmra  said  he  went  abroad  in  ^ 
1789,  and  staid  till  tlie  middle  of  last  June;  \ 
that  he  was  at  Paris  at  the  latter  end  of  Oc- 
tober, or  the  beginning  of  November,  1789; 
he  got  as  far  as  Tours,  and  returned ;  he  said 
that  for  ten  months  before  the  third  of  Au- 
gustj  1792,  he  was  at  Parb:  upon  the  third 
or  August  he  left  Paris,  and  went  to  Switaer-  > 
land,  and  from  tl^*  ncc  into  Italy;  he  said  he  : 
had  frequent  opportunities  of  conversing  with  1 
Mr.  Tooke;  that  he  never  received  so  much  I 
information  from  any  man,  nor  did  he  know  t 
any  one  more  loyal,  or  more  attached  to  the  ' 
constitution,  but  that  yet  he  was  determined 
upon  a  reform  of  parliament;  be  said  that  the  \ 

eovernmenl  of  France  was  in  a  wretched  and  \ 
eplor<iblc  state,  before  the  time  he  speaks  of; 
that  there  were  many  executions  shocking  to 
huroanify:  that  he  was  in  Paris  at  the  latter  j 
end  oi  October,  and  the  lieg^nning  of  No-  | 
vember,  1789,  and  the  brutalities  he  saw  were  i 
aboeking  to  hu  m  a  n  i  t  V . 

Mr.  Fieldiue  was  then  called ;  he  said  he  | 
fcekmged  to  vkm  elub  mentioned  by  the  last  | 
'vvitru'S'^,  roiiiivfl  for  lord  Hood;  that 

he  wore  a  blue  coat,  with  an  orange  cape,  and  < 
he  several  times  saw  the  prisoner  there,  and 
that  he  was  frequently  ol  parties,  which  he  j 
attended  as  counsel;  he  remembers  IMr.  , 
Tooke  being  there  upon  the  fifth  of  Norcm-  . 
her,  1788.  | 

lord  Frederick  Campbell  was  the  next 
Witness;  he  remembers  that  he  dined  at  Wil- 
lis's, upon  the  fifth  of  November,  1788,  and  | 
that  Mr.  Tooke  moved  some  resolutions,  but 
he  cannot  recollect  the  imoort  of  them ;  he  ] 
rseoUeets  being  displeased,  beauise  they  were  t 
moved  williout  his  knowledge,  and  he  spoke  ' 
rather  sharply  to  Mr.  Tooke ;  he  was  asked  | 
bj  Mr.  Tooke,  whether  be,  Mr.  Tooke,  had  ; 
not  answered  liini  softly,  he  said  he  does  not 
remember  his  answering  him  softiv  ;  he  said 
some  resolutions  came  from  the  Whig  Club, 
and  the  Revolution  Society. 

Lord  Catuden  '«aid  he  was  at  this  meeting; 
he  sat  near  iord  irrcderick  Campbell ;  a  letter  , 
came  from  the  Whig  Club;  he  recollects  Mr.  | 
Tookc's  proposing  some  resoltition^,  nnd  he  ' 
beUeves  they  were  unanimou&ly  carried ;  he  I 
thinks  lord  FIrederick  Campbell  exprMsed 
some  dbplcanire  ataol  being  informed  of  th« 


resolutions  before  tliey  were  moved ;  he  said 
he  thinks  the  resolutions  were  expressive  of 
loyalty  to  the  king;  he  is  perfectly  certain 
tnai  liuliiing  was  said  against  the  king,  but 
the  turn  of  the  resoluliooB^  be  thought,  was 
vpry  respectful,  f)rorcssing  attachment  to  the 
king;  he  said  he  has  had  no  intowurse  with 
|fr.  Tooke  smoe  the  year  1788. 

Mr,  nr^anfuy  was  then  called;  he  said  he 
was  at  a  meetioK  at  Willis's,  of  tlie  friends  of 
lord  Hood ;  be  aid  not  wear  the  unifiirm,  but 

he  rcrncnihcrs  diniiiii  there;  lord  Hood  was 
in  the  chair:  he  said  when  the  letter  came 
firom  the  Whig  Club,  he,  the  witness,  ad- 
dressed the  meeting  on  the  subject  of  the 
revolution;  that  he  was  applied  to  by  the 
Revolution  Society  to  move  (or  a  hill  in  par- 
liament, for  a  solemn  celebration  of  the  anni. 
versary  of  the  HevoKtlion;  he  recollects  Mr. 
Tooke  cominu^iicatcd  some  resoluuons  to 
him ;  he  said,  from  his  very  imperfect  recot« 
lection,  they  miql  t  bf'  such  as  were  read. 
This  gentleman  underwent  a  cross-examina* 
tion,  but  nothing  arose  out  of  it,  and  there- 
fore I  do  not  state  it. 

Thomas  Symonds,>  a  student  of  the  Inner 
Temple,  said  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Society  for  two  or  three  years; 
he  is  acquunted  with  Mr.  Tooke ;  he  has  scm 
him  at  his  own  house,  and  other  places ;  he 
sometimes  attended  the  "meetinn  af  the  so* 
ciety;  that  their  object  was  a  reform  in  the 
House  of  Commons ;  he  said,  upon  an  average, 
fourteen  or  fifteen  persons  attended ;  that  the 
original  object  was  never  departed  from,  and 
that  every  act  of  theirs,  taken  witli  the  cir* 
cumstances,  tended  to  that  sole  object;  he 
said  nothing  led  him  to  suspsct  any  cliange 
of  sentiment;  lie  fre<^uently  saw  the  prisoner 
there;  that  all  his  expressions  went  solely  to 
a  parliamentary  reform,  and  that  he  was 
btrictty  in  favour  of  the  ancient  aristocracy ; 
he  said  timt  the  society  had  the  same  object ; 
he  did  not  attend  during  the  convention  at 
Edinburgh,  on  account  of  his  ill  health  ;  he 
said  he  did  not  know  Uic  characters  of 
either  of  the  delegates,  and  did  not  know 
enough  of  them  to  wish  them  to  go, 
and  he  thought  it  might  be  mistaken  hy  the 
publie ;  he  said  he  had  no  reason  to  believo 
that  Piny  thing  criminal  was  iiUfnded;  ho 
remembers  a  delegate,  coming  from  ihe  Lojqk 
don  Corresponding  Society,  who  pitu^  r  sedn 
convention;  he  thinks  he  was  in  the  chair; 
the  object  was  to  propose  a  general  concur- 
rence, to  obtain  a  parliamentary  reform ;  he 
said  if  there  had  iieen  any  idea  of  a  conspiracy 
to  subvert  the  government,  he  thinks  be 
must  have  knowu  it ;  he  had  no  suspicion  of 
any  such  thing,  nor  has  he  any  reason  now 
to  vn«.pect  any  '•lu  h  thing  was  meant ;  he  said 
iic  was  present  at  the  report  of  the  jouu  con- 
ference on  the  eleventh  of  April;  ii  wat 
resolved  by  tlie  committee,  "  Thai  it  appear- 
ed desirable  that  a  general  meeting,  or  con- 
vention of  the  Friends  of  liberty,  should  bt 
caUed,"  but  the  ncieiiy  niolfed  to  lonv^ol 
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the  word  "  convention  there  was  some  de- 
bale  about  the  woril;  tiiat  he  was  the  first  to 
Of^pose  itt  because  it  might  mblead  the  public 
miotl  to  think  Ihpy  bna  some  other  object  in 
▼iew ;  he  said  he  bad  sot  the  sitgbie»t  reasoa 
to  tuspect  thit  tbey  were  doing  any  thins 
wrong,  there  was  some  little  discussion,  and 
it  vras  argued  that  there  was  do  material  dU*- 
ference,  at  had  it  was  agreed  that  that  wofd 
should  be  onuticd  ;  he  saifl  a  fair  represeo- 
taUon  of  the  peoule,  iu  their  sense,  did  oot  g» 
to  the  length  or  utdvernl  aufiraee ;  he  haa 
fifty  times  heard  Mr.  Tookc  s}  c;ik  u  ith  re* 
probation  of uaiveraal  wfirafe ;  tliat  be  ocTer 
beard  any  propontion  or  denate  that  touched 
the  ^iug  or  the  hereditary  office  of  the  House 
JLord^  but  solely  towards  obtaining  parlia- 
menlafy  reform;  that  there  never  was  the 
alightest  idea  of  obtaining  by  unatosUtutional 
means,  or  force,  any  reTorm  in  parliament ; 
he  never  heard  an  idea,  of  arms ;  he  said  he 
never  heard  any  idea  of  putting  down  our 
liberties,  in  order  to  emulate  the  French;  he 
knows  notluiig  of  the  meetings  of  the  com- 
miltetn;  he  said  that  he  bad  frequent  conver- 
sations with  Mr.  Joyrp,  he  always  found  his 
opmions  quite  moderate,  opposed  to  the  vio* 
lence  that  was  in  other  pei^Ie't  tnifadt;  he 
said  ibat  Mr.  Sharpe  was  ahnost  constuttly 
at  dinner  there ;  that  his  object  was  the  seme 
••ttieirft;  that  es  toMr.  Bimney,  he  Mver 
knew  a  more  moderxile,  quiet  man  in  his  life ; 
that  he  knew  Mr.  Pearson  but  aliKhthr;  that 
he  hed  no  ffeasoQ  to  believe  that  he  had  any 

design  to  overturn  tlit  govcriuncnl ;  that  he 
saw  Mr.  Wardle  but  two  or  three  bmes ;  that 
their  object  was  parliamentary  reform,  and 
that  they  pursued  that  object  up  to  the  ele- 
▼enth  or  April,  1794,  and  if  there  had  been 
any  thins  criminal  he  must  have  known  it. 

He  said,  upon  his  cross-examination,  that 
he  was  chosen  r  member  of  this  society  in 
June,  17 9t ;  that  he  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
Joyce;  that  he  never  had  heard  of  Mr.  Joyce 
heing  present  at  the  National  Convention 
when  the  address  was  presented;  he  never 
lieard  of  a  drawing  pointias  out  the  way  to 
Hell  by  Hanover ;  he  «aid  nc  did  not  know 
that  there  were  any  proceedings  of  the  Lon- 
don Corresponding  Society,  in  the  natne  of 
Hardy,  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Tooke; 
that  he  never  saw  the  letter  which  was  sent  to 
Norwich  upon  the  sixteenth  of  A prii ;  he  sud 
if  they  had  proposed  to  ^.c\  aside  the  a»)lhorily 
of  the  Kink,  and  the  House  of  Lords,  he 
would  net  naye  staid  in  the  society,  or  con- 
sented to  it ;  he  thinks  he  was  ill  at  the  time 
of  the  address  of  the  London  Corresponding 
Society  to  the  National  Convention ;  he  said 
he  did  not  know  that  Hardy  had  written  to 
Mr.  Tooke,  or  th-^t  Mr.  Tooke  corrected  the 
eonstitution  ot  the  London  C'orrcs^  jndiiig  So- 
meijt  or  that  Margsrot  had  written  to  him 
about  it ;  he  said  that  if  the  address  had  been 
eonSoed  to  France,  he  thought  they  tihould 

Sveuied  stceoger  language  than  they  would 
ve  done  respMtiag  Eo^uul-j  he  lajt  he 
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docffOdt  recollect  any  letter  from  the  society 
m  which  there  were  these  expressions,  '*  the 
vipers  Monarchy  and  Aristocracy ;"  he  did  not 
know  that  the  words,  sucr?<^s"  ;ind  "  its  ef- 
forts" were  in  the  prisoner's  hanii- writing;  be 
said  he  never  knew  that  Ftost  had  said  that 
he  hoped  Frinie  might  5C?on  felicitate  a  Na- 
tional Convention  in  England ;  that  he  never 
heard  of  the  president's  answer,  but  Ihst  he 
should  have  thanked  Mr.  Froi^t  for  executing 
his  commission;  he  said  he  has  no  recollcc- 
twn  of  the  address  upon  the  sixth  of  August, 
and  he  knew  nothing  of  the  proof  copy  being 
sent  to  Mr.  Tooke,  Mid  nothing  of  Skirving's 
letter ;  he  sud  he  heard  of  the  meeting  at 
llie  Globe  Tavern,  and  he  heard  of  a  meetmg, 
and  strong  resolutions,  but  he  was  not  present 
on  the  seventeenth  of  January — that  meeting 
where  it  was  voted, "  That  law  ceases  to  be  an 
object  of  obedience  whenever  it  becomes  an 
instrument  of  oppression ;"  be  said  he  was 
not  present  upon  the  tuennr-learth  of  Janu- 
ary :  he  has  not  now  react  these  resolutions 
of  the  London  Corresponding  Society ;  that  he 
did  not  kaow  of  ThelwalT  being  paid  for 
printing  twenty-five  thoiisand  coptp*?  of  tliat 
address:  he  does  not  remember  a  communi- 
cation with  the  Constitutional  Society  by  tfie 
London  Correspond  in  e;  Society  of  their  inten- 
tion to  meet  on  the  fourteenth  of  April ;  he 
CMKiot  say  that  he  knew  TbeKvaH  vras  an  as* 
SOciated  member;  he  knew  ofthn  printing  of 
Patne's  letter  to  Mr.  I>uodas,  and  he  knew  of 
thanks  being  given  to  Joel  Bertovr. 

Colouel  Muiiey  wiis  then  called,  but  his  evi- 
dence was  of  a  nature  which  has  no  application 
to  the  present  case,  and  I  was  of  opiaioo  it 
eouIJ  not  be  received. 

Mr.  Maxwell  said  he  kno^s  Mr.  Tooke ; 
that  he  has  known  him  ever  since  the  year 
170S ;  he  freauently  visited  him,  generally 
on  a  Sunday  ;  ha  said  tliat  Mr.  Tooke  disap- 
proved ot  universal  suffrage;  Mr.  Tooke  said, 
he  thought  it  would  be  a  good  plan  that  they 
should  stihd  for  close  borouijhs  and  then  pe- 
tition, m  order  to  espose  the  manner  in  winch 
those  dectiens  were  mde,  and  to  force  par- 
liament to  agree  to  a  reform  ;  he  said  hf 
never  heard  Mr.  Tooke  say  any  thms  hos- 
tile to  ^  crowv,  or  the  hereditary  office  of 
the  peers;  he  remembers  one  icnil^mrin,  a  Mr. 
Walker  of  Manchester,  saying  be  would  be 
ready  to  stand  forward  as  «  candiate  for  one 
of  III o^c  boroughs,  in  order  to  bring  on  the 
question ;  his  account  of  himself  is,  that  ho 
chie6y  rendes  in  Linlithgow,  in  Scotland,  but 
is  in  town  every  year;  he  j-:(id  h'l  vva>=  not  ac- 
quainted with  iVlr.  Tooke  till  the  latter  end  of 
tneyear  I7«J2 

^Ir.  May  said,  he  hes  known  Mr.  iVjoke 
better  th  ir  two  years ;  that  they  have  often 
been  for  a  long  time  at  each  other**  houses ;  they 
have  otten  drank  very  freely ;  that  he  tried  to 
get  at  Mr  T^:ke's  real  "tiriu  s'S  ;  h?  found' 
;  Lun  a  well  wiohti  to  the  kiug,  and  iIjc  anslo- 
j  cracy :  and  that  the  onlychaiigc  he  wished,  was- 
in  the  UoUMof  CoMVIUf       slidr ^ ^ 

1  a  A 
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coDverwiion  he  bad  with  him,  was  a  short 
time  bdbre  be  was  taken  op;  that,  whra  he 

had  drank  a  good  deal  of  wtne,  and  when  he 
was  sober  bis  principles  were  the  same ;  that 
be  reprobated  Paine's  principles;  and  said 
this  country  was  not  fit  for  a  republic ;  wid  he 
told  the  witness,  he  had  refused  being  a  dele- 
gate to  the  Scotch  Convention. 

Captab  Harwood,  who  feasatroop  in  the 
ninth  rc^ment  of  dra2:oon?,  said,  he  has 
known  toe  prisoner  mu^t  intimately;  that 
Jiis  UBcleintradnoed  him  to  Mr.  Tocrice,  about 
six  years  ago;  who  also  has  a  great  friend- 
ship for  Mr.  Tooke ,  he  said  that  thev  con- 
tinually conversed  upon  political  subjects; 
that  Mr.  Home  Tooke  had  the  highest  vcnc- 
'  tation  for  the  cpverament,  in  IUiul  Lord& 
andCoanDoiii;  Sot  be  said,  that  the  Hoase  of 
Ck)mmons  wanted  reform :  that  the  borough- 
mongers  ought  to  be  made  ashamed  of  them- 
•eWes ;  thatweyshonldgettMsfefarra  bytiiem- 
selvcs,  that  is,  by  the  Commons  ;  he  said  he 
made  a  proposal  tu  his  friends,  to  stand  for 
fOtlso  boroughs  ;  he  himself  proposed  to  be 
one ;  Mr.  Walker  proposed  to  oe  one,  and  Mr. 
Jiazwell,  and  others  were  alsoproposed. 

Upon  his  cross-examination,  he  said,  Mr. 
Tooke  was  steady  in  those  principles ;  he  said, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  So- 
ciety ;  that  he  was  present  upon  the  23rd  of 
March  179S;  he  remembiis  tbe  twelve  mem- 
bers from  Sheffield  being  associated  with  the 
consritutional  society;  hie  said,  he  cannot  re- 
coUect  what  the  answer  was,  that  the  friendsof 
the  people  sent  to  this  society ;  that  twelve  per- 
sons from  Norwich,  were  also  associated  with 
thenrtociety;  be  said,  he  baa  beard  of  the  ad- 
dress to  the  Jacobins  :  he  does  not  know  the 
contents  of  that  address ;  he  saidthat  Paineand 
Barlow  were  honorary  members;  that  the  so^ 
dctv  approved  ofpart  of  their  works  ;  heknows 
nothing  of  the  publishing  of  them  ;  he  did  not 
knew  that  Mr.  Hardy  bad  eonsollMl  with  Mr. 
Tooke,  on  the  address  of  the  Loi)don  Corfet- 
ponding  society,  to  the  National  Convention 
•TFraooe:  he  said  he  was  not  in  Ixindon  in 
the  monui  of  November;  he  remembers  a 
letter  from  Norwich ;  it  was  voted,  that  Mr. 
Frost  should  send  an  answer  to  it,  afterwards 
it  was  referred  to  the  witness  to  give  an  an- 
swer to  it;  he  forgot  to  answer  it;  he  handed 
the  letter  to  Mr.  Vaughan.  and  desired  him 
to  leet  it  answered;  when  be  came  to  the  so- 
ciety ;  he  found  that  an  answer  had  been  pre- 
pared by  somebody,  and  that  an  answer  was 
aent.  He  said,  he  remembers  the  thanks  being 
voted  to  Frost ;  he  <■  lid,  lie  never  snw,  or 
heard  the  contents  of  the  papers,  stating 
the  <brm  in  which  Fkost  prraented  that 
address  to  t!ir  National  Convention  of  France 
or  tlie  president's  answer ;  he  remembers  it 
waa  said,  that  the  Norwich  letter  was  a  fool- 
ish one.  He  said,  he  never  visited  the  socie- 
ties at  Norwich;  but  he  knew  individual 
members  of  those  societies;  he  said,  he  did 
not  know  of  the  letter,  at  the  time  be 

wuat  MocwiGbi  thai  ha  had  not  bMB  ia 


London  for  twelve  months,  and  he  never  saw 
the  asiodated  members,  from  Norwich  and 

Sheffield  attend. 

Mr.  Rous  was  then  called : — he  said,  he  is 
a  member  of  the  society  of  the  Friends  of  the 
People;  he  rememberaa  letter  coming  ftoiB  tilt 
London  Correspondhig  Society,  touching  join- 
ing  in  the  Convention,  that  they  were  about 
to  call,  in  the  spring  of  1794 ;  that  there  waaa 
pretty  full  meeting  uf  the  Friends  of  the  peo- 
ple on  that  occasion ;  that  the  question  of 
acceding  to  the  pvoposition,  was  debated^ 
and  the  proposal  was  rejected  ;  the  reason  for 
objecting  to  that  measure  was,  Uiat  a  bad  use 
might  be  made  of  it. 

The  bishop  of  Gloucester  was  then  called  : 
— he  said,  he  has  known  the  prisoner  for  forl^f 
yean;  that  they  were  fcr  many  yeasa  ae* 
qtiainted,  and  not  slightly,  but  very  confiden- 
tially,  and  veiy  intmialely;  that  thetr  ac> 
qitamtance  begimfartbe  year  irM  in  tbeUs^ 
versity  at  Cambridge,  in  Saint  John's  college, 
where  they  took  their  bachelor's  degree ;  be 
was  asked  about  Mr.  Home  Tooke's  decree  of 
master  of  arts,  which  docs  not  propei^r  be- 
long to  this  case ;  he  remembers  an  opposi- 
tion, the  ground  of  which  he  did  not  slate  very 
disnDcUy^  but  undeialDod  that  oppositiosto 
have  originated  from  some  letters  which  ap- 
peared in  the  public  papers  ;  that  lord  Mont- 
fort  took  an  active  purt  in  U  •  that  them  was  ft 
strict  inquiry  into  Mr.  Tooke's  conduct,  and 
there  was  nothing  to  Mr.  Tooke's  nr^udice 
arose  f  romthstlnquigr;  hethoi^htaltliattiBMw 
that  there  was  nothing  that  ou^t  to  prevent 
Mr.  Tooke  having  his  degree^  and  he  vbted 
Ibrhb  having  Ms  dwree.  He  said,  be  never 
knew  him  vary  in  his  political  sentiments; 
that  he  never  had  reason  to  coUecL  that  Mr. 
Tooke  bad  anv  avernon  to  any  of  ttie  esWb* 
lishments  in  this  country^  that  he  is  inclined 
to  think  him  a  very  studious  man— more  so 
than  many  men ;  that  he  believed  he  might 
have  assisted  Mr.  Tooke  with  books,  upon 
grammatical  subjects,  from  the  Bodleian  It- 
brary ;  he  said,  he  knew  tiiat  Mr.  Tooke  was 
much  employed,  in  hM  attention  to  gramma- 
tica!  pursuits:  and  never  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve tiiut  he  was  engaged  in  any  thing  \X\aX 
was  seditious,  and  hoped  he  was  not. 

Gentlemen,  the  evidence  closed  with  pro- 
ducing the  record  of  the  acquittal  of  Thomas 
Hardy,  who  was  indicted  with  the  prisoner ; 
'  it  was  proper  that  that  aquittal  should  be  in 
evidence  befine  you,  in  order  that  it  might 
serve  as  an  answer  to  any  part  of  the  evidence 
that  was  to  reach  Mr.  Ilnrnc  Tnokr,  iliroi!::h 
.  the  medium  of  first  proving  ^ardv  to  be  a 
'  partv  in  the  conspiracy ;  a  man  aeqimird  can- 
not he  taken  to  be  a  party  in  the  conspiracy 
I  and  consequently  Mr.  Home  Tooke  cannot, 
;  by  that  evidence,  be  affected  to  be  a  party  in 
I  this  conspiracy. 

Now,  gentlemen,  having  gone  through  the 
whole  of^ Uie  evidence,  the  case  is  ripe  for  your 
judgment.  1  am  sure  I  ought  to  thank  you, 
IB  Cm  same  of  the  public      tfae  petiM 
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and  attention  with  which  yea  hme  listened  to 
this  long  detail  of  evidence  ;  as  also,  with 
whkh  you  have  at  great  personal  inconveni- 
ence, cMducted  yourselvee  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  trial.  You  have  now  a  very  se- 
sious  duty  imposed  upon  you;  bu^  after  the 
pains  you  have  taicen  Co  OMkeyonradveBmu* 
ters  of  the  case,  it  is  a  duty  which  you  will 
discharge  with  satisfacUun  to  your  own  con- 
sciences, and  consequently  with  satis&ction  to 
your  country. 

Gentlemen,  I  stated  to  a  former  jury,  that  I 
thought  it  was  impossible  that  there  could  be 
any  entanglement,  in  this  case,  upon  any 
point  of  law;  I  apprehend  that  it  is  impossible 
(though  much  was  said  upon  the  law,  in  this, 
as  in  the  farmer  case)— that  it  ia  quite  impos- 
sible, that  any  practical  inference  can  arise, 
from  the  discussion,  material  to  this  case  ;  for 
it  was  not  denied,  and  it  was  impossible  that 
it  could  be  denied,  thai  a  jury  ought  to  find, 
that  he  who  means  to  depose  the  king;  cum- 
peaaei  and  imagines  tiie  deeth  of  the  king ; 
It  is,  in  truth,  a  presumption  of  fact  arising 
from  tlie  circumstance  of  intending  to  depose, 
iQ  undeniable,  end  so  eooehnive,  that  the 
law  has  adopted  it,  and  made  it  a  presump- 
tiODoflaw;  and  itu  in  that  manner,  that 
the  hw  has  pronounced,  that  he  who  means 
to  depose  the  king,  has  compassed  and  ima- 
gined the  death  of  the  king.  All  the  writers 
state  the  law  to  be  so ;  every  one  of  those, 
whose  imws  have  been  nwDtioiied,  and 
whose  general  doctrines  were  also  quoted, 
concludes  with  saying,  that  as  to  the  case  of  a 
coDsplniqr  to  depoie  the  king,  that  that  is  a 
decisive  ovect^ecl  of  conpessiog  the  death  of 
the  king. 

sir  John  Friend's  case,  which  was  quoted 
to  you,  my  lord  Holt  did  expressly  state  it  so. 
In  the  case  of  my  lord  Kussell,  the  overt  act 
was  of  a  diArsnt  nature,  and  more  eapable  of 

axplanation ;  therefore  it  was  there  pro- 
perly stated  to  be  evidence  upon  which  the 
jury  might  exeffdse  a  judjgment,  and  in  whkh 
by  possibility,  they  might  say  that  the  man 
who  had  attacked  the  km^'s  guards  might  not 
mean  to  compass  the  king's  death ;  but  it 
might  l>e  in  some  affray,  or  some  way  or 
other,  which  might  take  off  the  force  of  that 
evidence. 

Gentlemen  I  shall  therefore  give  you  no 
farther  trouble  upon  thai  head;  I  speak  in 
the  hearing  of  my  lord  chiet  baron,  and  my 
brothers,  who  when  I  stated  tbe  law  before, 
adhered  to  the  law  as  I  stated  it.  I  staled  it 
as  it  has  been  understood  for  centuries ;  and 
Ped£Bff1isd,that  in  a  ease  in  whieh  no  reason- 
able man  can  doubt  but  that  he  who  means  to 
depose tiie  king  means  to  destroy  him;  and 
tint  hb  destruetioo  is  necessarUy  connected 
with  hb  deposition  ;  God  forbid,  I  say,  that  a 
juiy  ehouldf  doubt  tliat  he  who  means  to  de- 
pose the  king,  compasses  and  imagines  the 
death  of  tile  king;  I  will  therefore  trouble  you 
no  farther  upon  that  head  ;  the  case  before 
you  is,  in  trutii|  a  case  of  fact;  but  for  the 
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sake  of  others,  and  for  Ae  mlto  of  a  nvm^ 

rous  bar  attending  here,  and  that  it  may  not 
be  understood,  that  the  court  did  agree  to 
some  things  which  were  hud  down,  and  parti- 
cularly to  a  proposition  laid  down  in  a  very 
admirable  speech  yesterday,  I  must  take  no- 
tice, that  I  cannot  agreeto  the  distinction  that 
was  taken,  between  the  case  of  a  crime  de- 
pending upon  the  common  law,  where  it  was 
supposed  the  judges  were  to  declare  the  law. 
as  it  was  composeid  of  the  precedents  declared 
by  the  judges,  and  the  case  of  acrime  declared 
by  act  of  parliament  as  if  in  the  case  of  a  crime 
declared  ny  act  of  parliament  thejurisdiction 
of  the  court  was  concluded  ;  I  lake  it  to  be,  for 
the  first  lime, so  stated ;  1  take  it  tliat  there  is 
nothing  so  clear,  as  that,  let  the  proposition  in 
an  act  of  parlianu  nt  be  what  it  may,  more  or 
less  distinct,'it  is  al way saquestionof  law,  what 
is  the  meaning  and  the  true  import  of  that  act 
of  parliament,  and  whether  any  case  of  fact 
that  can  be  stated,  is  a  case  that  comes  within 
the  meaning  of  that  aet  of  pattiament,  or  no  • 
— so  it  ha,^  been  constantly  staled,  in  all  my 
experience,  and  such  is  the  theory  of  the  law. 
in  my  apprehension.  In  this  place  wlwre  i 
now  sit,  and  in  the  course  of  an  rxperiencc  of 
thirty  years  and  more,  hundreds  and  hundreds 
of  times  it  has  been  the  subject  of  solemn  de- 
bate, whether  the  case  stated  in  evidence  did, 
or  not,  fall  within  the  law  ;  no  distinction  can 
be  taken  in  this  case,  because  it  happens, 
that  tlic  description  of  the  offence,  in  the  sta^ 
tute  of  Edward  the  third,  is  comprised  in  two 
or  three  words;  the  law  may  be  clearer  upon 
that  account ;  hot  the  rale  of  construction 
with  reference  to  the  question,  whether  it 
should  be  taken  to  be  the  construction  of  law. 
a  mere  matter  of  fact,  is  exactly  the  same;  till 
this  day,  no  man  ever  doubled,  tliat  in  a  ca5c 
of  treason  for  levying  war,  what  is  a  levying 
wtr,is  a  question  of  law;  or  for  adhering  to 
the  ldog*s  enemies,  what  will  amount  to  ad- 
hering to  the  king's  enemies,  is  a  question  o£ 
law. 

In  a  case  of  levying  war,  which  all  the 
gentlemen  at  the  bar  will  remember,  when  I 
mention  it — the  case  of  Dammaiee  and  Pur- 
chase ;  tijcrc  was  a  special  verdict,  in  which 
the  direct  question  was,  whether  the  fact  that 
was  stated  did,  or  did  nut  amount  to  a  )e«7» 
ing  of  war ;  there  was  a  difierence  of  ojMOion 
among  the  judges  upon  it ;  but  the  minority 
were  of  opinion,  that  the  fact  amounted  to 
levying  war ;  and  the  prisoner  had  judgraent* 
as  in  a  ca«e  of  h\^h  treason.  1  have  said 
thus  much,  that  error  may  not  get  abroad ;  it 
was  observed  at  the  bar,  that  this  is  an  age  of 
innovation  ;  it  is  necessary  we  should  keep  to 
our  principles,  and  that  we  should  rally  round 
the  law ;  and  therefoie,  any  demrture  fnm 
the  ptinciples  of  law  ought  to  be  taken  no- 
tice of.  At  the  same  time  that  1  observe 
upon  this  part,  in  which  I  take  it,  the  lew 
was  not  correctly  staled,  I  have  great  ple  asure 
in  doing  iustice  to  the  other  parts  of  liiat 
speech,  which  X  heard  with  as  iniich  plmnn 
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«s  I  «ver  heard  any  speech  in  mj  life.  I   authority  i»  gone,  in  that  instance,  and!  to 


■never  beard  a  speech  thnt  was, in  all  respects, 
filter  to  be  offered  to  a  jury,  by  a  council  as- 
ngDed  Ibr  the  prieoner,  in  a  case  of  high  (rea- 
eon,  where  very  much  depends  upon  the 
coun&el  keeping  themselves  very  strictly 
■ivithtn  the  line  of  their  duly,  giving  the  Court 
arc!  thf?  jury  eftVctive  assistance,  in  tlic  di^- 
cus^n  ut  tlie  law,  and  in  the  examination 
of  the  fact;  and  in  all  those  discriminations. 
More  especially  in  a  complicate<l  case  of  rvi- 
dence,  which  their  learniog  and  abilities 
'vould  enmble  them  to  make.  The  putting 
the  ca=;e  in  every  possible  light,  in  which  it 
can  be  put  tor  a  prisoner,  is  not  only  the  right 
4>f  the  prisoner,  but  is  esientitliy  useful  to  the 
public  justice  ot"  the  country;  as  it  enabtc> 
those*  who  are  to  decide,  to  see  where  the 
trtith  of  the  case  lies.  Having  said  this,  for 
the  sake  of  others,  and  you  will  excuse  me, 
gentlemen,  (or  having  fur  a  moment,  departed 
irom  the  question  bcTore  you;  1  sow  return 
to  it. 

-Gentlemen,  the  case  for  yonr  r^n^if^pra- 
tion,  is  a  case  ol  iaci ;  aud  a  gical  satis- 
faction it  is  to  roe,  that  if,  aoder  the  pressure 
of  tlK»  fatigue  which  I  have  undergone,  any 
great  omis.Hions  may  happen  to  be  made  by 
me,  the  attention  that  you  have  shown  to 
the  evidence,  will  enable  you  to  supplv  those 
defects.  The  mass  of  this  evidence  is  quite 
new  to  you,  except  so  fiur  «s  you  may  nave 
read  it,  through  the  imperfect  medium  of  ac- 
counts, which  newspajpers  may  have  given 
you  of  it;  it  is,  to  us,  the  second  laborieus  in> 

vcstiL'alion  ;  perhapn  that  oiiiilit  to  enable  US 
the  belter  tu  assist  the  jury ;  but  i  am  not 
qnite  suretbatitmay  have  that  effect;  the 
miiui  is  sometimes  overborne  by  the  pressure 
of  such  a  Cjuautity  ol'  materials ;  and  perhaps 
*  the  repetition  of  it  may  rather  contribute  to 
l)urden  it  htiil  more.  I  am  afraid  that  is  my 
case;  I  shall,  however,  give  you  the  best  as- 
eistance  I  am  able.  • 

^  Gentlemen,  there  could  be  but  two  general 
iviews  of  the  evidence.  I'irsl,  as  it  applies  to 
the  prooi  ol' u  geuerul  project,  to  c.Nlublish  a 


the  extent  to  which  such' tisurpatieo  may 
reach  ;  and  all  the  roischiefa,  all  Uie  dangers, 
to  the  person  of  the  kinSi  will  foUow  •  be- 
cause the  king  is  bouno  to  support  his  go- 
vernment, he  IS  bound  to  restrain  that  asur- 
pation,  even  at  all  the  hazards  which- Mr. 
Attorney  General  slluded  to  vfsterdav;  co 
that  any  plan  for  any  body  ot  men  to  take 
upon  theiiiseives  the  poerer  of  the  goWMu- 
ment  of  the  country,  to  assume  or  to 
supersede  the  legislative  auihoniy  of  the 
country,  seems  necessarily  to  involve  in 
it  thst  d*"posing  of  the  king  of  which 
I  have  been  speaking.  Attacks  upoa  the 
eseeulive  governmetit,  are  of  n  very  d(C- 

fercnt  ivilurt* ;  Ihry  arc  a  resistance  to  the 
laws,  but  not  overUirnins' the  laws;  for 
tmlesB  they  sueeeed  to  -  tbe  eiteBt  of  de* 
stroying  the  lavrs  themselves,  ihr  la^v  s  wiJI 
have  energy  enough  to  defend  themselves ; 
and  to  bring  the  authors,  if  any  violence  is 
oflered  to  them,  to  punishment;  but  if  the 
laws  themselves  arc  gone,  for  one  moment, 
the  whole  government  is  gone — the  kingly 
authority  is  giMie->aiid  eveiy  tfaing  Hbm 
longs  to  the  govermncnt  is  gone. 

Gentlemen,  in  point  of  luci,  i  project  for  a 
national  convention,  and  the  e  M^icuce  of  the 
actors  ill  that  projrrt,  are  clearly  niarle  out. 
It  IE  very  certam  Uiat  there  were  persons  who 
had  an  UiteDtion  of  heldiog  a  coneintioB; 

and  upon  the  evidcncp,  T  think, it  cannot  well 
be  denied  by  Mr.  Hornc  Touke,  that  he  yn» 
a  participator  in  it,  though  not  present  nt  tile 
meeting  of  a  joint  committee,  or  a  <  uai mitre 
of  cO'operation,  in  wbicb  the  plan  was  dis- 
cussed—I think  it  can  hardly  be  denied,  that 
Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  a  party  participating  ta 
the  plan  of  a  national  convention ;  but  the 
question  that  is  material  for  him  to  dis^te, 
and  which  is  material  for  you  to  consider, 
i^,  for  \vh'.»t  purpose  vtas  that  convention  to 
be  held,  in  this  question,  the  intent  makes 
a  part  of  the  description  of  the  overt  act  ef  tbe 
cr;inc:  and  the  intent  here  is  a  mere  mr^tter  of 
i  tact.   Th^e  intent  is  often  connected  with  the 


national  convention,  which  should  usurp  the   fact  of  the  charge  in  such  a  way  that  it 


power!^  of  governnK-nt ;  tfic  second,  ami  :i  to- 
iallv  distinct  question,  i.h,  how  Ur  thccvidence 
apflies,  to  fiit  upon  the  prisoner  a  concurrence 
and  a  p.irticipati'^a  in  that  dt•^it;n ;  from  the 
course  the  evidence  has  taken,  1  think  these 
two  distinct  pruiiositions  will  resolve  them- 
selves into  one  ;  anJ  lli;tl  the  question  will 
be,  whether  this  prisoner  ha<«  been  concerned, 
and  has  fiartietpa«ed  in  a  plan  to  establish  a 
natit)nal  conveijti<aj,  which  shcMitd  usurp  tbe 
powers  of  tue  government;  if  he  has  done 
SO,  he  has  been  coaoemed  in  a  plan  to  depose 
the  king ;  (or  the  mtiroent  the  powers  of  the 
government  are  usurped,  the  king  is  deposed; 
and  it  is  difficult  to  draw  the  line,  and 
to  say,  that,  if  they  are  usurped  for  a 
particular  purpose,  and  to  a  particular  ex- 
U'lii,  that  the  king  should  not  be  said, 

w  tltti  ctfc^  t0  be  dipotcd;  the  kiagbr 


part  of  the  rrirne  A  man  who  dof»s  me  a 
ceruiu  injur V,  must  make  roe  satistiictioa  for 
it,  because  be  Iws  dene  it;  and  hecaiiBol 
shelter  himself  under  any  intrnt  that  he  had 
which  he  may  insist  upon  was  mnocent;  so^ 
where  he  has  comroitled  that  fiMt  which  the 
law  has  qualified  with  crime,  the  intent, the  u^b 
formally  aileecd,  is  considered  as  a  necettary 
toculent  to  tne  fact,  and  is  nut  a  matter  for 
inquiry ;  but  in  a  case  of  this  nature,  it  is  a 
necessarv  ingredient  in  the  fact,  a  part  of  the 
fact,  and  lo  be  proved  just  as  much  as  any 
other  part  of  the  fact;  and  it  is  in  truth  ta 
this  point  of  the  intention,  with  which  this 
convention  was  to  be  held,  that  the  whols 
serieiof  the  tiaMaclieaaiatha  oeldaBaiip 
plies. 

There  is  in  the  evidence  a  chain  oi  cixcum- 
ilmaiiallcqidiidipgtaoaapaiBtytopiMaiihi 
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iaiMit;  and  this  eoulddot  be  jiiitljceiii|Mied  [ 

to  cumulative  treafjons,  ma^inj  up  some  one  ' 
treaaoo,  that  is  not  the  nature  ot  tiie  evidence,  j 
nor  tbea»pIicatioD  of  the  evidence;  therefore,  j 
it  is  totally  unlike  ihc  case  of  lord  Straffurd —  ; 
It  is  totally  unlike  every  case  in  which  any 
«iicb  idea  <^  wimuhtiw  ticiMNi  was  ever 
talked  of  or  discussed.  There  is  no  one  of 
these  acts,  with  an  exception  peibaps  of  one, 
tiMtMr.  Attarney  Genera]  tnougbt  it  right 
to  state  a£  a  distinct  overt  act  of  treason  ;  but 
otiierwise  no  one  of  these  acts  can  be  consi* 
4erad  as  treason  in  itself,  nor  forty  of  them 
as  making  up.  any  treason  from  their  accu* 
luulation ;  but  they  are  to  tte  considered  as 
evidence  of  an  intent;  when  the  <)ueatiou  is, 
what  a  man's  intent  ia»  it  is  to  be  proved  by  a 
thousand  circumstances — it  may  be  proved 
by  ii  s»ingle  litcL,  may  be  proved  by  a  chain 
Af  circumstances  that  are  distinct,  and  as 
much  dispersed  through  a  volumioous  body 
uf  evKlenoe,  as  they  are  in  this  case,  though 
m,  cemtilifated  evidMceef  this  mtite  dees  not 
very  often  occur. 

^  Gentlemen^  the  iotcnt  avowed  b/tbe  par- 
ties engaged  lo  this  project  of  a  oonvention, 
is  a  rcftirin  of  the  Comiiiuii'j  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  intent  is  innocent ;  but  the 
fmecutoes  undertake  to  show  you  that  this 
iH  1^)1  the  true  intent;  they  say  that  the 
words  ought  not  to  be  so  understood ;  they 
reaiark  that  there  is  an  equivoke  in  the  words 
which  these  persona  uie;  that  the  words 
parliamentary  reform  are  used — radical  reform 
IS  used — full  representation  of  the  people  in 
yarliinientis  u;>ed— full  and  free  repMsenU- 
»ion  ofOip  prtiple  in  general,  without  saying 
in  piirhament,  is  used;  ail  of  which,  they 
say,  are  words  that  have  in  them  an  equivoke, 
They  admit  that  when  men  arc  =;prakin^  of 
4be  oonstiiuliuQ  of  England,  as  in  a  Kjng, 
LoHj^  and  Commons,  you  would  understand 
these  words  without  any  equivoke  in  tliem, 
as  applied  to  the  Commons  House  of  Farlia- 
jDilit;  that  you  would,  in  fiivotir  of  innocence, 
in  a  case  where  a  party  is  accused  of  a  crime 
in  respect  of  an  intent  that  has  relation  to 
that  subject — that  you  would  undtT:>tand  tiic 
words  in  that  sense  which  was  most  favour- 
able fur  the  prisoner,  and  therefore  eonslme 
them  lu  mean  a  repreiteutaliua  iu  the  Com- 
moas  House  of  Parliament,  unless  you  found 
yourselves  uhli|;ed  to  coTicluHr  ilmt  they 
import  a  dtdcrent  tiling;  and  therefore, 
for  the  prosecution,  tlwy  direct  you  to 
the  context  <  f  these  words,  wh^rc  they 
say  you  wili  hud  the  true  iuterpretation  of  the 
wMoa,  as  well  as  tha  true  intent  of  this  raea- 
anre  of  holdiiiii  thi^  N  ttiona!  Convention. 

Kow,  gentlemen,  1  stiall  say  lo  you,  as  I 
did  upon  the  former  oecasion,  that  this  inter* 
|»etBtion  of  words,  thin  intent  of  the  parly 
jMcused,  ouglit  not  to  be  left  to  be  made  out 
Iqrnice  amTverbal  eritiasai.  I  say,  as  I  did 
ImI  night,  respecting  the  Southwark  declara- 
tion, where  the  words  are  "  representative 
geionmeai,'  that  ^epraseatalive  goveroiaeat, 
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in  the  striet  tense,  does  not  accord  with  the 

\Av-\  of  a  government  by  King,  Lords,  and 
C  ommuns,  but  that  people  may  express  tbeai« 
selves  not  with  grammatieal  correctness,  and 
that  they  may  mean  the  very  thin^^  they 
ougiit  to  ntean,  though  they  use  the  words 
representative  government;*'  and  that, 
therefore,  you  are  to  look  fnrtlici.  ^Vhen 
you  lound,in  tliat  same  declaration,  Ihc  words 
**  equal  and  active  citizenship,"  you  might 
then  begin  to  doubt  what  the  parties  meant 
by  these  words — ^"  a  representative  govern- 
ment." Therefore,  you  will  consioer  the 
words  which  these  men  have  used,  with  their 
context;  and  you  will  look  at  the  conduct  of 
the  parties  wIm)  use  the  words ; — for  the  con- 
duct of  the  parties  will  best  explain  and  fix 
the  meaning  of  any  thing  which  is  equivocal 
iu  the  language  they  use.  Now,  for  tiiat 
conduct,  we  are  referred  to  the  written  trans- 
actions of  two  voluntary  societies  in  London, 
corresponding  with  other  societiest  in  England, 
Scotland,  and  France,  in  which  I  ioclude  the 
British  Convention,  as  held  in  Scotland. 
The  Societv  for  Constitutional  infonnatioa 
was  the  eUwr  society  iu  point  of  establish- 
nient ;  major  Cart wright  slated,  that  its  ob- 
ject was,  to  obtain  a  parliamentary  reform, 
bat  not  upon  any  filed  determinate  plan. 
The  London  Corresponding  society  was  insti- 
tuted early  in  the  year  1 7Q2.  professedly  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  parliamentary  reiorm, 
and  that  upon  the  duke  of  Richmond's  plan. 
I  think  the  evidence  is  so;  and,  though  a 
great  deal  of  violence  very  soon  ioliowed, 
which  mieht  have  led  one  to  question  the 
truth  of  tncir  original  principles,  yet  I  think 
it  ought  to  be  taken  thai  tliat  society  was  in* 
stituted  upon  those  principles;  iinless  one 
could  have  distinctly  seen,  in  the  evidence, 
to  the  very  bottom  ot  the  foundation  of  ttttt 
society,  and  seen  that  it  was  framed  for  the 
P'lrjM/'c  of  a  tittg  under  a  secret  influence  and 
direction  to  some  other  end.  usiqg  a  reform 
of  partiament  as  colour  only.  I  think  there 
was  some  attempt  to  make  this  out,  and  fix 
the  agency  upon  the  prisoner  at  the  bar: 
they  went  some  little  way  towards  proving  it, 
for  they  gave  evidence  of  Mr.  llorne  Toole's 
baud-writing  being  found  iu  the  paper  pur- 
porting to  be  the  original  constitution  of  the 
society ;  and  they  proved  a  considerable  de- 
gree of  intercourse  between  those  who  were 
leading  members  of  the  society  and  Mr. 
Home  Tooke,  and  that  tbej  looked  ap  to 
him.  But  it  does  seem  to  me  that  they 
did  not  go  far  enough  to  maintain  that  pro- 
pontion,  for  it  is  a  strong  proposition  that  a 
mun  should  keep  himself,  behind  the  curtain, 
cunncc  itd  with  such  a  society  as  litis  was,  for 
the  purpose  of  takin|^  all  their  roost  active  and 
violent  measures  under  his  direction;  that 
they  should  set  up  a  pretence  of  a  reform  of 
parliament,  meaning  all  the  while  to  execute 
a  purpose  of  a  very  different  kind,  and  do  all 
this  under  one  msn'*  direction — this  is  a 
thing  which  u  not  to  be  believedi  oi  to  be 
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found  by  a  jury,  without  very  clear  proof;  it 
is  not  to  be  believed  by  you  upon  probabili- 
ties ;  in  the  common  concerns  of  life 
men  are  obliged  to  ad  upon  probi^ilities, 
but  that  !<»  not  tlic  case  with  a  jury;  I 
might  add  that  even  in  the  common  under- 
Standing  between  man  and  man,  one  ou^ht 
not  to  believe  «;iirh  %  thing,  without  its  bem^ 
more  di$lincUy  proved  than  it  has  been  proved 
iathisoMe. 

Gentlemen,  this  Constitutional  Society 
l^pears  to  me  to  be^  a  mere  club ;  with 


ntpect  to  the  London 


that.  The  project  of  a  national  conventiim 
to  be  held  here  is  suggested  in  a  letter  from 
the  Stockport  Society  to  the  London  Corres- 
ponding Society  upon  the  27th  of  Septem- 
Dcr,  1792,  and  I  do  not  fm  1  it  distinctly 
marked  in  any  paper  ol  an  carlitr  date.  Mr. 
attorney  general  thought  he  saw  it  in  the 
addres-^  of  the  sixth  of  August,  1792,  and  he 
stated  to  you  his  reasons;  when  that  paper 
was  read,  I  stated  to  jm  what  occurred  to  me 
upon  it,  and  I  will  not  repeat  it.  There  had 
been  in  London  ate^iogs  of  delegates  for 


log  Society,  |  promoting  a  reform  in  the  Cbmnona  Home 


ccrliiiily  that  is  of  a  very  different  nature;  it  of  Parliam  nl  about  the  years  ?780  and  1781 
is  indeed  when  you  contemplate  it  so  com-  Mr.  Sheridan,  who  gave  evidence  upon  tfaia 
poeed,  as  to  be  spnading  itself  every  hour  subiect,  called  them  a  cooventioa,  and 
from  division  to  division,  and  each  division  scribed  them  in  terras  ih^l  were  apt  and 
producing  its  sub-divisions, those  sub-divisions  |  proper  to  give  you  an  impression  that  tber 
Becoming  divisions,  and  so  on  ad  infinitum^  i  were  a  convention  of  the  people,  and  he  didy 
corresponding  with,  embtacing  and  affiliating,  j  in  guarded  language,  state  that  these  dele- 
as  it  is  calico,  a  grrnt  mimhcr  of  other  socie-  !  gates,  and  tliat  convention,  were  to  act  upon 
tie&  in  the  country,  many  of  them  couslituted  ,  the  legislalure  by— not  force,  but,  by  imprea»> 
vpoo  the  same  plan ;  it  is  indeed  a  puliticil  [  ing  that  awe  and  respect,  which  large  bodSet 
monster,  and  most  portentous,  such  a  one,  as  or  Tnen,  promulgating  their  opinions  upon 
in  point  of  history,  we  know  that  at  this  pubhc  questions,  mi^ht  D^luraily  be  supposed 
moment  the  Natioittt  Convention  in  Fiance  |  to  create  upon  the  mmds  of  tluiee  who  com- 
have  been  obli;?ed   ttj   suppress;  because,  I  posed  the  Houses  of  Parlinncnt;  ^vhetlTcr 

the  convention  proposed  hj  tiie  btockport 
Society,  was  ef  the  nature  or  that  conveotien 
mentioiK  cl  \;\  thi?  gentleman,  voti  juii;:;;e. 

Gentlemen,  there  tuui  been,  we  all  know,  a 
mtianal  convention  in  Vhuiee,  wludi  bad 
taken  possession  of  ific  government,  and  had 
overturned  the  government ;  there  had' been 
public  demonstration  of  the  intemt  wUeh 
many  in  this  country  took  in  tlie  downfal  of 
the  Frefirh  government.  The  prindples  upon 
which  tbui  change  lu  the  government  of 
France  was  (o  be  supported  had  been  indn^ 
triously  circulated  throogb  ihr^r  vuhmlary  so- 
cieties. Mr.  Paine'sfirst  and  second  part  of  the 
Rights  of  Man,  whkh  had  beai  approved  of 


though  they  probably  raised  themselves  to 
the  government  by  it,  they  found  the  govern< 
mcnt  could  not  subsist  with  it;  it  is  of  that 
nature  which  does  certainly  present  a  very 
alanning  aspect  to  all  those  who  have  a 
regard  to  tlie  peace,  the  happiness,  and  tran- 
quillity of  the  country,  for  it  is  calculated  to 

f reduce  the  most  powerful  combination  that 
think  the  worla  ever  saw.  If  you  could 
suppose  bad  designs  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  it, 
which  in  this  place  when  I  am  not  speaking 
of  the  evidence  of  their  designs,  I  shall  not 
suppose,  the  wil  or  the  nvalire  uf  man  could 
not  devise  an  imlrunient  of  more  power  lu 
execute  them,  and  if  you  call  to  your  recollec- 
tion the  advice  that  was  given  in  a  letter  from  '  by7i  vutcoftbc  Constitutional  Society,  I  think 
tiic  editor  of  the  i'auiol,  as  to  the  manner  in  •  of  the  cighteentli  of  May,  1793>  and  his  letter 
which  these  societies  might  be  extended,  and  |  to  Mr.  Dundas,  and  Mr.  Jod 
converts  made  by  able  men  from  the  difit-rent 
societies  traversing  the  country,  and  infusing 
their  opinions  into  the  minds  of  every  one  in 
the  country  who  could  prevailed  upoji  bv 
any  art,  by  the  most  industrious  management 
to  listen  to  them,  one  can  earily  conceive 
whal  opinions  might  be  infused,  and  what 
consequences  might  follow :  probably  many 
fneromrs  of  these  societies  may  hear  what  I 
nm  now  saying,  and  I  would  willingly  hope 
that  honest  men  would  see  the  danger  of 

countenancing  a  society  of  this  exlraordioary  I  anci  attacking  the  monarchy  of  tiie  cotmiry 
nature ;  and  not  abandomi^  their  principles,   and  the  hereditary  dignities  of  the  countrv ; 


were  p III  tied  about  the  same  time  •  at  the 
same  period  eager  invectives  against  the  exe- 
cutive govenmwnt,  as  wdl  as  against  tha 
rmstitution  of  the  liou'ic  of  Commons,  were 
dispersed  among  the  people.  The  nature  of 
Mr.  Plants  vrorks,  and  or  Mr.  Barlow*ls  woclts 
you  arc  now  perfectly  apprized  of,  Ihcy  were 
works  some  of  them  originally  calculated  for 
the  meridian  of  France,  and  to  support  the 
revolution  that  had  taken  place  than,  ottaera 
of  them  applying  distinclly  to  tlus  rountrv 


that  they  will  be  content  to commuriicate  their 
principles  where  they  wish  to  liave  them 
eonununleated  through  some  channel  less 

dan^rrotis  to  the  happinrss  of  mnnkiiK!. 

Gentlemen,  I  iiave  observed  Uiat  the  pro- 
secutors thought  they  ooold  traee  the  ongin 

CI  ihis  society  to  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  atid 


and,  in  <;hort,  proposing  the  models  of  the 
re^ubiics  of  America,  and  oi'  France.  a&  proper 
objeets  ftr  our  imitation,  and  as  the  prefer 
measure  of  a  revolution  to  take  plticc  hrrr; 
there  is  no  wch  xiaag  as  disguiMoc  that  thac 
is  tiie  true  impeit  or  thoia  mm.  llMf 
were  published  anxiously,  and  dispersed  in- 


1  have  ol»erved  what  m  my  opinion  was  the  dustriously  by  these  societies,  in  correspoo- 
tnie  tifect  of  the  evidence  with  respect  to  1  dence  with  other  societiefl^  without  anj  tmng 
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that  might  in  any  manner  tend  to  put  the  | 
people  upon  their  guaid  with  respt> ci  to  those 
parts  which  were  unfit  to  be  adopted ;  one  of 
the  Sheffield  people  said  that  he  look  upon 
bimaelf  to  approve  some  parts,  and  to 
r^ect  ethers;  lie  conceived  Paine  himself 
dtd  not  understand  some  parts  of  his  works. 
But  is  it  fit,  or  ought  it  to  be  endured  in  a 
wellorq^ated  government,  that  the  books 
conlainuig  general  principles  subversive  of  > 
every  part  of  that  government,  should,  witli- 
«ul  die  least  antidc^  to  ^e  poiwii,  be  dis- 
persed alt  ov  T  the  cnuntrv  to  poison  the 
minds  of  every  man  into  whose  bands  they 
abould  fall,  and  that  they  should  he  pot  thus 
industriously  into  the  hands  of  every  man 
who  would  receive  them?  what  must  be  the 
consequence,  but  that  the  minds  of  those 
p«wn6  must  be  intirely  alienated  from  the 
const  itution  and  government  of  this  country, 
and  that  they  must  be  prepared  tur  a  revolu- 
tion, ot  fiH*  an;^  crisis  that  the  violence  of 
violent  mm  might  bring  forward,  and  that 
the  country  nmst  necessarily  be  involved  in 
civil  commotions,  and  in  all  those  horrors 
that  belong  to  such  a  situation  of  things,  such 
ns  have  been  but  too  much  exempUfi^  in  a 
neichbonring  nation  f 

Now  then,  in  this  stale  of  things  which  had 
been  prepared  bv  these  societies  by  their 
yvhlieations^-by  their  nnqvalified  approbation 
of  tlicse  new  opinions,  and  by  the  encourage- 
ment which  thev  gave  to  the  propamtion  of 
them .  First  of  all  an  addms  to  the  Jacobins 
is  transmitted  through  Mr.  Home  Tooke, 
from  the  Constitutional  Society,  in  which 
there  is  one  very  exceptionable  passage — and 
at  length,  in  October,  1793,  an  address  to  the 
National  Convention  is  proposed  by  the  Lon- 
don Corresponding  Society  to  tlie  Constitu- 
tional Society,  af\er  a  private  communication, 
both  by  IVIargarot,  and  by  Hardy,  to  BIr. 
Home  iookc,  upon  the  question  of  the  expe- 
diency of  that  measure;  there  is  no  direct 
evidence  that  Mr.  Home  Tooke  saw  either  of 
those  persons,  or  answered  their  letters ;  their 
letters  are  found  in  his  possession,  but  there 
was  not  any  answer  of  his  fuund,  therefore 
how  tar  Mr.  Home  Tooke  interfered  in  this 
measure  you  must  infer  from  the  circumstance 
0f  their  letters  being  found  in  thn  possession 
«f  Mr.  liorne  Tooke.  The  two  societies 
faaX\y  resolve  to  address  this  National  Con- 
vention sf  ^t  irately,  a  measure  in  itself  of  a 
very  doubtful  complexion.  It  has  been  argued 
to  be  quite  lawful  to  present  addresses  to  such 
a  body  in  time  of  peace.  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  that  the  interference  of  a  large  body  of 
the  suLjctts  of  this  country  iu  aflairsj  which 
tespect  the  government  of  another  country, 
ana  which  are  interests  conBded  by  the  con- 
atitutiun  of  this  country  to  the  king,  is  a  thinjg 
an  dearly  innocent,  or  that  I  ought  to  pass  it 
hw-tmnoticed,  from  whence  it  might  be  con- 
doded  that  1  agree  that  it  would  be  lawful, 
evoi  ia  time  of  peace.  I  Biateitasntibing 
9i  mfvf  doufatfiifeoDpleiimfr-but  th«  pio- 
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'  sccutor  insists  that  whatever  may  be  the 
complexion  of  that  act,  considered  in  that 
view  only,  in  which  respect,  whether  it  he 
perfectly  innocent,  or  whether  it  is  any  precise 
uticncc,  is  u  consideration  quite  foreign  to  the 
present  enquiry;  they  say.  however uat  may 
be,  that  they  object  to  these  addresses,  and 
use  them  as  evidence  against  the  prisoner, 
inasmuch  as  they  have  an  aspect  towMvb  this 
country,  and  that  t^o  rhnnge  of  the  govern- 
ment in  that  country  is  used,  by  the  promo- 
ters of  these  addresses,  lo  prepare  the  wa^r  • 
for  a  change  of  rho  ;z;ovcrnment  at  home. 

Gentletnen,  hen;  agiin  1  do  not  wish  to 
examine  the  langu  age  of  these  mddfesses  too 
rigorously  ;  Lut  \s  liut  an  wc  to  say  to  Mr. 
FrosVs  exposition  and  comment  upon  those 
addresses  f  be  has  thought  fit  publicly  to 
declare,  with  those  addresses  in  his  hand, 
that  revolutions  will  now  be  easy,  and  thai 
it  would  not  be  extraordinary  if,  in  a  short 
time,  addresses  were  to  come  from  France  to 
a  national  convention  in  England.  Now  is  it 
possible  to  explain  away  those  expressions? 
they  might  be  said  to  be  very  indiscreet,  and 
not  warranted  hy  the  instnirtions,  but  that 
explanation  is  excluded  in  this  case,  because 
you  find  that  Frost,  and  his  associate,  transroil 
their  papers,  in  liiilins:  the  very  form  in  which 
they  presented  this  addre&s,  together  with  the 
answer  of  the  prerident  of  the  National  Con- 
vention, to  tlie  Society  for  Constitutional 
InforroatioOt  *od  it  appears  in  the  evidence 
that  they  recrived  an  unqualified  approbation 
from  the  Constitutional  Society.  The  presi- 
dent's answer  was  in  the  same  style,  but  I 
confess  I  lay  no  great  stress  upon  that,  it  not 
being  the  act  of  the  society,  or  of  a^y  one 
person  authorized  by  the  society. 

Gentlemen,  the  measures  which  had  been 
taken,  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  I79'i  ;  the 
cniirjtpnance  to  Mr.  Painc's  works,  the  circula- 
tiuii  ufthcm;  the  countenance  to  Mr.  Joel  Bar- 
low's works,  and  tiie  circulation  of  them ;  th« 
addressof  the  sixth  of  AuT't^t.  nnd  the  rorrc;- 
pondcaces  loaded  with  invective,  upon  every 
orderof  the  eovernment;al)  these  inflammatoiy 
things  paved  the  way  for  a  national  convention 
in  England,  but  they  had  no  direct  reference 
to  it,  and  it  seemed  to  me>  therefore,  that  the 
national  convention,  named  by  the  Stockport 
Society,  might  be  understood  to  mean  a  con- 
ventlon  for  a  parliamentary  reform,  for  at 
that  time  there  was  nothing  decisive  to  mark 
that  it  should  be  received  iu  a  different  sense. 
Much  occurs  in  the  evidence  to  lead  one  to 
doubt,  whether  this  was  really  meant,  for  it 
appears  in  the  correspondencr,  that  some  of 
tlie  societies  entertained  republican  principles, 
some  were  for  reforms  upon  the  principles  of 
the  Rin;hls  of  Man,  which  arc  hardly  to  be 
reconciled  with  the  idea  of  that  parliamentary 
reform  which  is  to  be  pursued  with  real  attach- 
mcnt  to  the  constitution  of  the  country,  in 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons;  but,  however, 
tlu>ugh  there  might  be  room  to  suspect, 
perhaps  it  iroidd  be  too  much  for  you  to  veo- 
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turc  to  pronounce  upon  this  evidence,  that 
the  natioDal  convention  mentioned  by  the 
Stockport  Society  was  to  I  c  understood  as  a 
nationai  convention,  wtiich  was  absolutely 
to  usurp  th«  government;  but  the  question 
v.-hirh  is  inalcrial,  is,  can  ihr  nnfujrial  con- 
veotioo,  whicU  was  to  be  congratulated  from 
"Smuaty  be  afioaveatkMi  for  tne  reform  of  the 
OMkBaani'  Hmu«  of  Parliament  ?  Is  it  pn<^<^i. 
Vlc^  by  «njr  esplanatioQ,  to  understand  tiiat 
H^iocal  convention  ni  uiy  otiier  light,  than 
a  national  convention  of  the  same  nature 
with  the  National  (Convention  in  France, 
which  they  were  at  tiint  moment  fiilidtsting } 

Gentlemen,  if  the  previous  rneitsures  had 
an  e^'t  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  national 
convention,  on  the  plan  of  the  National  Con- 
vention in  France,  look  at  the  succeeding 
one^,  and  tho?p  of  the  Constitutional  Society, 
in  parti(:ul<ir.  The  mUuduchua  tu  Uie  public 
jioiice  of  the  ai^ument  of  Saint  Andr^and 
Barrire,  on  the  subject  of  the  inviolability 
of  the  king,  and  of  ibe  nature  of  a  national 
convention  upon  French  principles,  seems  to 
have  no  possible  relation  to  a  national  con- 
vention for  the  purpose  oi  obtaining  a  parlia- 
neniary  reform ;  and  whether  they  can  have 
any  possilde  object  but  to  beat  down  one  of  the 
^ard»  of  the  safety  of  the  Icioft  and  to  recon« 
file  men's  minds  to  the  use  of  that  instninieni, 
ihatnational  c  invention  which  was  to  destroy 
iiim  and  the  Kovernmeot,  is  for  your  consi- 
deration upon  that  piece  of  evidence. 

It  was  observed  by  Mr.  Tuoke,  that  (ither 
persons  who  had  published  the  Moniteurs,  in 
which  these  speeches  were,  were  not  prose- 
cuted ;  nu ;  and  when  these  papers  passed  in 
the  general  mass  of  newspaper  intelligence, 
however  it  were  to  be  wished,  perhaps,  tliat 
such  doctrines  mi^ht  not  find  their  way  into 

tliis  country,  havm;^  no  immrdintr  rehtion 
to  our  govcruiuuut,  aud  iiaving  tcUtiuu  to 
another  |ovemment,  there  seems  to  be  no 
wayoffixmg  ciiroe  upon  such  a  publication; 
but  when  ue  public  attention  is  called  tu 
them  by  a  society  who  had  gone  the  length 
to  present  those  addresses  to  the  National 
Convention  of  France;  and  when  he  who 
presoited  those  addresses  had  slated  that  Te> 
Volutions  would  become  easy,  and  that  it  was 

Srobable  that  the  country  might  be  fel'xi- 
lied  upon  a  Nadonal  Convention  here  by 
French  addresses  ;  llic  question  is,  whether 
the  offering  these  papers  tu  the  public  notiLc, 
in  that  manner,  has  not  a  diflTerent  com- 
plexion, and  whether  it  does  not  furni»h  an 
argument  of  an  intent,  that  men's  minds 
should  be  prepared  fur  a  National  Convention, 
which  should  not  respect  the  mvbbbUity  of 
the  kind's  person. 

Gentleuieu,  a  liritish  Convention  in  Scot- 
land was  set  on  foot  early  in  the  year  170S; 
lam  not  able  to  tnrc  m  the  evidence  any 
connexion  wiili  Uic  Constilulioual  ^juciety, 
till  after  that  convention  had  met,  and  had 
been  in  some  degree  or^nizcd,  and  till  (af^er 
two  atyouinmeots)  it  had  met  a^un.  In 


November  it  was  joined  by  a  delegate  from 
the  Constitutional  Society,  together  with  dde- 
gates  from  the  London  Corresponding  So- 
ciety, and  other  societies  in  England;  it  ap- 
pears, however,  in  the  evideoee,  that  these 
delegates  from  London,  in  fact,  at  th  it  tirtic, 
put  that  Scotch  Convention  in  motion ;  that 
18  the  account  given  by  Margaret  When 
they  went  down,  the  convrnti n  u  is  ail- 
joumed,  but  they  found  no  great  Uithculty  in 
prevailing  that  the  convenuon  shonid  be  r»- 
called,  and  Mcordingly,  at  bis  request*  it  vie 
recalled. 

Gentlemen,  you  heard  a  good  deal  of  evi- 
dence respecting  that  convention;  consider 
then,  seriously,  what  that  convention  »*«.um- 
ed  to  be  ;  consider  the  solemniites,  aiid  liie 
forms  of  it,  the  manner  ef  its  proceeding,  the 
close  imitation  of  the  manner  of  the  National 
Convention  in  Fraoce;  and  though  they 
were  originally  dealing  with  small  subjects, 
dealint;  with  them  wtth  those  forms  which 
would  enable  them  to  deal  with  larger  sub- 
.jects;  their  treasurers  employed  theoMdves 
m  separating  bad  shillings  from  the  sum  of 
four  pounds  hve  shilhugs  and  eight  pence  ; 
with  the  covnteBance  or  the  people,  the  same 
Irra^urors  might  have  manas;cd  the  whole 
revenue  of  Scotland.  Skirviog  values  him- 
self upon  having  organised  this  meeting,  and 
put  them  into  a  con  iiLiun  to  act.  Tobesure^ 
when  you  look  at  them,  they  are  so  com- 
pletely organized,  that  it  is  extremely  dii&- 
cult  to  apprehend  that  it  was  possible  tliat 
their  obiect  could  be  an  application  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  or  to  Parliament,  upuit 
the  mere  subject  of  parliamenlary  reiiim; 
independent  of  their  particular  con'hiri  upon 
that  subject,  however,  they  held  a  parucuiar 

;  conduct,  for  you  find  that  they  move  for  n 
committee  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  the 
unalienable,  imprescriptible  rights  of  man, 

J  which  is  the  form  in  which  the  National  Con- 
vrntion  in  France  begau  all  these  operations^ 
and  when  the  scroll  of  a  petition  to  the  Hotisn 

'  of  Commons  was  presented,  they  put  a  nega- 

'  tive  upon  it,  hy  the  oriler  of  this  dagr«  ttfOIS 

I which  I  before  observeii. 
Now,  whetlier  all  this  form  had  leally  no 
I  iKittoni,  ari<l  \v;i«,  only  a  piece  of  solemn 
I  mummery,  meaning  nothing  at  last,  but  thaX 
I  t  hey  had  a  miud  to  join  in  a  petition  to  par- 
liament ;  or  whether  this  singular  machine 
I  was  so  framcil,  and  so  conducted,  as  to  enable 
i  them  to  feci  the  pulse  of  the  people,  and  to 
take  up  larger  pretensions  or  not,  as  thai 
pulse  should  oeat,  is  for  your  consiileration. 
I  said,  upon  a  former  occasion,  that  when  we 
contemplate  this  convention  held  at  Edia* 
hurgh,  in  a  part  of  the  country    here  there 
are  a  great  oumberuf  people  given  tu  readings 
and  to  thinking  and  who  turn  their  mincb 
very  murh  tn  political  ^ubjectM;  and  if  we 
were  to  sup|>oM:,  thai  a  favourable  i0ps»> 
sion  was  made  of  this  convention,  in  cosw 
qncnc"  of  these  local  rirctiiri' Vincro,  acd  the 

tem^  and  naiuie  of  ih«  people,  how  soon  U 
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might  faav»  happened,  that  the  cotintMiaoce 

of  the  people  of  Scotland  might  have  given 
an  effect  to  these  forms,  and  enabled  the 
Scotch  CoovenlMii  to  amime  •  tone  of  reai 
authority,  appears  to  me  to  be  a  momentous 
question,  and  was  a  que.suon  of  a  very  dan- 
ger^ua  tinoertain|ty,  al  the  time  when  that 
convention  was  silting,  and  at  the  moment  in 
vrbich  probably,  most  forUioately  for  the 
peace  of  the  country,  it  was  dispened;  for 
dispersed  it  was.     In  consequence  of  that, 
there  were  proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Justi- 
ciary of  Scotland,  andMiiieorthe  parties  wlio 
vrere  concerned  in  the  measure  of  the  Scotch 
Convention,  were  puni&hed  with  great  seve- 
rity ;  the  eonsequ«nce  of  that  was,  that  their 
cause  was  taken  up  here,  and  ^reat  indigna- 
tion was  expressed  in  these  societiei^on  that 
oceadont  tnefe  appear  to  have  been  great 
pains  taken  to  imtate  the  public  mind  upon 
the  subject  of  these  proceedings;  and  it  does 
appear  to  me  to  be  a  circumstance  worthy  of 
consideration,  that  be  these  grievances  really 
at  the  bottom,  more  or  less,  uf  which  it  is  not 
for  ine  here  to  say  one  word,  there  seem  to 
have  been  pains  taken  to  aggravate  things 
beyond  the  reach  of  all  ordinary  remedy,  and 
particularly  far  beyond  the  reach  of  any  rc- 
medv  which  a  national  convention,  sitting 
for  the  reform  of  pirliamenly  could  possibly 
produce. 

In  that  fiunous  address  of  the  twentieth  of 

January,  from  the  Glot)e  tavern,  you  see  they 
go  to  the  length  of  stating,  that  there  is  no 
redress  to  be  had  from  the  laws,  for  they  are 
the  laws  of  their  plunderers,  enemies,  and 
oppressors;  that  tney  cannot  have  grapes 
nVMB  thorns,  nor  ^  tRNB  thistles,  but  that 
they  must  resort  to  some  new  and  extraordi- 
nary remedy ;  what  can  that  be  i  they  follow 
il  with  a  fleclaiatioo,  that  they  must  have  a 
full,  free,  and  fair  representation  of  the  peo- 
ple; now  can  that  be  through  the  medium  of 
•  eoovention,  or  can  it  be  m  the  Commons 
House  of  I'urliament,  for  that  would  be  ac- 
cording to  tiie  laws*  which  laws  they  renounce 
the  protection  of,  and  ucy  tbqr  will  have  no- 
thing more  to  do  with  them»  but  they  will 
have  resort  tu  themselves. 

In  this  hlate  of  things,  a  convention  is  pro- 
posed here,  and  resolved  on  b^  these  two  so- 
cieties, in  which  this  prisoner  is  certainly  im- 
plicated, and  meaitures  are  taken  to  carry 
that  eonventioo  into  efiect  Now,  genUemen, 
if  this  convention  was  a  convention  on  the 
plan  of  the  convention  in  France  to  lake  the 
mment  of  the  country  upon  them,  any 
measure  taken  to  bring  forward  that  con- 


veotioo,  would  clearly  be  an  overt-act  of  high 
in  compassing  the  king's  death.  Tne 


measure  that  is  charj;ed  is  the  meeting  in  a 
^mmiltee  of  correspondence  and  coH>pc ra- 
tion, and  tfie  consulting  together  to  brine  it 
about,  is  another  overt-act  that  is  charged  of 
this  species  of  high  treason.  To  conspire  to 
IieU  such  conventiMi  for  aocb  a  purpo  e, 
would  be  to  ctmsmveto'depoie  the  king;  and 
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every  act  done,  tending  to  cMqrttnt  eonspi-. 

racy  into  execution,  will  be  an  overt-act  -of 
this  treason, of  compa&sing  and  imagining  the 
death  of  the  kinc. 

But  now,  gentlemen,  comes  the  great  ques- 
for  yuur  oonsideratiou,  was  it  a  convention  of 
this  nature  r  Judging  upon  the  whole  context 
of  these  transactions,  one  can  hardly  believe^ 
even  though  there  is  evidence  ot'  it,  thet  a 
parliamentary  reform  b  the  House  of  Coa»- 
mons,  was  the  ol^ct ;  one  roust  suspect  that 
more  was  intended;  but  the  question  is,  what 
more  was  iatendisd,  and  what  was  the  pteciie 
object,  for  you  must  see  that  it  is  not  enough 
that  suspicions  arise  in  your  minds  as  to  the 
objects'  whioh  these  pereons  had  in  llrdr 
minds,  that  you  incline  to  think  that  thw. 
must  have  meant  more  than  they  piofeieea» 
respecting  parUsmentaiT  teform  ;  that  thdr 
measures  were  not  at  all  proportioned  to  this 
end,  tberefure,  arguing  with  them  upon  the 
supposition  that  uicy  acted  consistently,  that 
they  must  have  meant  that  which  is  imputaA 
to  them  ;  such  grounds  as  these  warrant  sus- 
picion, but,  undoubtedly,  do  not  constitute 
proof,  and  therefme  ycm  inntt  distinctly  see, 
that  they  had  more  in  view,  and  that  they 
had  this  particular  object  in  view,  to  hold  a 
convention  for  the  purpose  of  umrping  the 
powers  of  government. 

On  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  they  say 
that  they  ought  to  be  taken  upon  this  evi- 
dence, to  have  called  this  convention  for  the 
purpose  of  usurping  the  powers  of  the  goveron 
nent,  because  tbev  have  prodairoed  to  tha 
world  that  their  object  was  to  have  such  a 
convention,  and  to  put  this  country  upqn  a 
footing  of  a  neighbouring  countrv,  m  v^iich. 
there  is  such  a  convention  which  has  usurped 
tiie  powers  of  the  government;  and  they  say. 
for  the  proMCtttion.  that  after  that  deehration 
coupled  as  it  is  with  all  that  conduct  tending 
to  prepare  the  way  for  overthrowing  monarchy 
and  aristocracy,  and  all  the  orders  of  the 
state,  tlicy  have  a  right  to  insist  that  it  is  not 
enough  for  those  persons  who  are  charged 
with  high  treason  to  inMSt,and  to  bring  wit- 
nesses to  say,  that  that  was  not  their  inten- 
tion, but  that  tlieir  intention  feli  far  short  of 
it ;  for  that  they  ought  to  be  tried  by  thdr 
conduct,  rather  than  by  their  professions,  and 
that  their  conduct  marks  that  this  was  the 
obiect:  their  conduct  in  respect  of  their  gene- 
ral publications-  their  conduct  in  respect  of 
the  National  Convention  of  France — their 
conduct  in  respect  of  the  Scotcli  Convention, 
leaving  out  all  the  smaller  totemediatc  parts 
of  the  evidence,  from  whence  a  great  deal  of 
matter  micht  be  picked  out,  some  of  it  afford- 
ing grounds  of  suspicion,  some  Koine  a  great 
way  beyond  suspicion,  and  i'wMy  amndihg  n 
ground  to  collect  this  intent. 
Gentlemen,  this  is  the  strong  part  of  Um 

Jirosecutor's  case,  and  here,  I  think,  he  must 
eave  his  case,  for  I  do  not  see  myself  that  he 
has  carried  it  any  fivther  than  to  show  that 
the  conduct  of  these  societies  has  been  the 
3  B 
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COOdact  of  determined  refnibllcans ;  that  they 
have  taken  all  occasions  to  counteoance  the 
idea  ot  a  revolution  here,  to  be  effected  hj  a 
Hfri^^i  oonventioD,  which  was  to  be  the 
form  of  government  to  be  established  in  the 
place  of  the  existing  government  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  that  they  had  irritated  the  public 
mind  bv  rverv  artifice  that  ihey  could  pos- 
ublv  use,  m  order  to  prepare  them  for  such  a 
crins,  and  to  make  ttieb  AuwoftlieiiatioiMl 
convrntitm  vhcncver  that  natioial  cmMrcfi- 
tion  siiuiild  in  tact  be  formed. 

ABfJ,  gentlemen,  it  is  certainly  tnie,  that  if 
you  ](  uk  at  this  case  in  the  exterior  of  it,  and 
upon  the  outline  which  I  have  stated,  there 
is  great  ground  to  impute  this  to  tho«e  so- 
cieties ;  and  it  would  be  difficult  for  this  pri- 
aooer,  id  particular,  to  take  himself  out  of 
that  iroplicathm.  And  K  uodoubtadly  is  true, 
that  the  conduct  which  these  societies  care- 
fully observed  was  a  conduct  that  must  ne- 
cessarily create  great  alarm  in  the  country ; 
that  it  must  have  called  upon  the  government 
of  the  country  to  be  very  vigilant,  and  to 
take  very  active  measures;  that  it  aoa  jus- 
tify the  putting  the  persons  accused  into  that 
situation  in  which  they  now  stand — calling 
upon  ihem  t<>  explain  to  a  Jury,  even  at  the 
hazard  of  their  lives  and  honour,  and  every 
thing  that  \n  dear  to  men,  a  conduct  liable  to 
so  many  usK  exceptions.    But  that  this  con- 
duct may  yet  be  explained,  and  that,  when 
the  cinc'iinn     with  the  Jury,  whether  that 
vrhicli  all  mankind  might  be  justified  in  sus 


have  a  material  effect  upon  the  question  of 
£au:t,  whether,  at  the  time  this  NaUooal  Cob- 
vendon  was  proposed,  they  really  had  it  in 
their  minds  to  use  it  to  usurp  the  govqrnment 
of  the  country ;  because  tt  is  a  very  essential 
thine  to  enquire,  when  a  areat  end  is  pro- 
posed, what  are  the  ommis  sj  wfaidi  il  to  |» 
be  effectcfl.    It  appears  wpon  the  evi<Ience, 
that  the  Constitutional  Societv  bad  neither 
nombars,  money,  nor  even  teal,  according  to 
the  evidt  nre.  Sinr!:!ir  romplained  very  much 
tliat  he  wa^  ai)andoned  when  he  was  in  Soot- 
land  ;  veiy  often  their  comnittees  wmrid  not 
and  did  not  meet.    1  am  not  speaking  at  pre- 
sent of  Mr.  Home  Tookc,  the  prisoner,  per- 
sonally, but  that  seemed  to  m  tiie  geneni 
rondiif  t  of  the  society ;  they  seem  to  hav» 
had  no  resources  such  as  men  naturally  fat' 
nish  theuselvea  vrith  wlw  engage  in  despe- 
rate entcrprizc^.    From  M  the  examinatioaf 
we  have  nut  been  able  to  tr»r  r  any  direct  con- 
spiracy, pointed  to  ttiis  obj>  ct,  hy  individuals 
who  can  be  named;   nuy,  tiu  contrary  ts 
proved,  as  far  as  Cbe  evidence  goes :  they  say 
tluit  this  man,  and  tliat  man,  and  the  other 
man,  and  every  man  that  they  had  any  know* 
ledge  of,  were  not  involved  in  any  such  con- 
spiracy— they  had  no  idea  of  enterine  into 
any  such  conspiracy ;  and  there  certainly  is  a 
difficulty  upon  this  evidence  in  that  respect, 
admitting  that  the  general  outline  I  have 
stated  would  warrant  very  strict  cooelnrionts 
yet  upon  wliom  to  fix  this  conspiracy,  scenr^ 
to  remain  a  thing  ot  difhculty.    ihcre  ccr- 


pecting.  does  really  turn  out  to  be  suffieiently   tainly  is  some  evidence  agMOst  many  persons* 


rounds'.'  in  tnrt,  n:v\  to  ?.o  fli-^^linct ly  proved 
as  to  warrant  a  Jury,  wiiu  arc  bound  to  ac- 
quit if  there  remains  any  doubt  upon  the  case, 
in  finding  a  verdict  of  guihy,  is  quite  another 
consideration. 

€kntlemen,  I  conaSder  every  thing  beyond 
the  outline  I  have  stated— which  outline  I 
conilder  as  the  prosecutor's  evidence — I  say, 
I  consider  every  thing  beyond  that,  as  evi- 
dence on  the  part  of  the  person  accused  This 
iDquin  has  let  us  into  a  great  deal  of  the  inte- 
fiorof  tbeie  societies,  and  it  has  produced  a 
discovery  T  cannot  say  much  to  tlic  honour  of 
their  leaders^that  they  have  magnified  their 
numbers  and  their  strength,  for  a  purpose 
which  every  man  must  sec,  very  much  beyond 
the  truth.  The  Sheffield  Society  was  repre- 
sented as  coo&i&ting  of  two  thousand  meoi-  j 
bers  a  great  while  ago,  and  to  be  every  hoar 
ncreasmg;  there  were  ten  thoM«and  astern-  ' 
bled  upon  the  Castle  liili,  wiut  h  passc^^d  lur 
tbo  sode^.  The  evidence  in  the  eau^  with 
respect  to  the  Constitutional  Socirty  shows. 


and  against  the  prisoner  now  at  the  ;  Mr 
Solicitor  General,  in  his  openine,  even  treated 
him  as  the  prineipel ;  and  as  if  f  hen  «ei» 
other  persons  who  were  put  forward  to  go 
through  the  dangers  of  the  business,  Iwt  that 
he  was  iIm  director  of  all. 

There  were  rrrtainly  many  things  to  be 
explained  by  the  prisoner,  which  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  taice  notice  of  hereafter,  but  f  aat 
now  observing  how  far  the  proof  nmy  he  sup- 
posed to  go.  There  is  more  consultation 
proved  between  llie  prisoner  and  Margarot 
;iiid  Hardy,  than  between  him  and  any  otlur 
persons;  but  with  reesrd  to  Hardy,  he  is  ac- 
auitted,  which  is  of  course  an  answer  to 
the  evidence  that  implicates  him.  One  may 
say,  in  general,  that  this  cvidfnre  ^es  to 
involve  all  those  who  concurred  m  ihis 
resolulioii,  and  who  had  before  assented  to 
tho«e  previous  transactions  whirli  manifest 
what  the  intent  ot  this  resolution  was;  it  is 
no  answer  to  this  to  inject  that  this  twM 
involve  great  ntimbers;  when  there  is  s  re- 


that  they  vaunted  to  their  correspondents  of  hellion,  every  man  in  it  is  involved,  it  it  con- 
fNiblisbing  a  hundred  thousand  copies,  when  |  sists  of  m  bandred  thousand;  if  then  to  • 


ng  ... 

^erbnp"  thry  did  not  publish  five  thousand. —    levying  war,  as  in  the  case  of  Dannnaree  and 
here  wa&  an  oi»tentatious  display  of  force,  of  I*urchase,  every  nuur  acting  in  it  is  undoubft* 
strengUi,  and  of  cmisequence,  which  they  '.  ediy  criminal,  and  equally  crioiiodwittiltoe 


really  had  not,  with  a  view  to  riil>Icri(l  thu 
inibbc  But,  however  that  may  be,  yet  the 
me  flaleofUMM  aodelies,  aM  of  the  Con- 
MitUliMidSoeielj  iopvtieiilary  iriU  certuoly 


:idcTs,  but  in  all  these  ca<ics  the  leaders 
arc  selected  for  example.  It  does  nol  tooisll 
any  ohjodioil  to  the  conspira<:y,  thai  ft  I 
mmoaMf  enbiaced  in  it  sgpttti 
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•Tpaoplei  tain  teeatliiBlTtnM^  thit  die 

gTBAter  the  extent  of  the  cnarge,  the  more 
carefully  you  will  weigh  it,  and  the  more 
ivilMogly  yoa  will  aMand  to  atery  oossibie 
explanation  that  may  lead  veu  to  douot  wlie- 
ther  the  cham  is  feuodea  to  the  extaot  io 

nydiiiiiiBd!; 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  Ilorne  Tooke  went  into  a 
efiiectiTe  croaa-euminatioQ :  and  he  also 
Mailed  whBeMes  on  his  behalf.  I  think 
be  did  well,  in  so  doing;  for  I  myself  cannot 
out  think  that  this  was  a  charge,  which  it 
became  Mr.  lionie  Tooke  to  treat  most  se- 
riously, and  to  gne  the  OKMt  satisfactory  an- 
swer to  it  that  evidence  could  furnish.  He 
has  examined  a  great  number  of  witnesses ; 
aad  I  shall  sute  the  eAct  of  their  evidence 
more  distinctly  by  compressing  it,  than  by 
eniargiog  my  observations  upon  particular 
irilaMHai  Ha  km  established  that  his  prin- 
ciples, as  far  as  can  be  collected  from  all  these 
wiineases,  who  have  spoken  to  them,  and 
«ta  bad  great  opportmunai  of  knowing  them, 
were  directly  opposite  to  republican  princi- 
ples ;  that  he  was  firmly  attached  to  the  mo> 
narchy  of  the  oouatry,  and  firmly  attached  Io 
the  constitution  of  it,  in  a  King,  Lords,  and 
Commoos— only  quarrelUog  with  the  Com- 
aooa  Housa  io  its  pfesenl  stale,  and  quar^ 
relling  with  it  from  his  attachment,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  the  kua^^  and  to  the  other  i^Hise 
of  Parlisanant  Ha  was  of  opliiioii,  lhalthe 
true  balance  of  the  cunstiiutiun  consisted  iu 
the  king  having  his  prerogative  upon  hig^ 
Bound;  the  hereditary  nobuity,  having  that 
Balance  in  the  btate ;  the  Commons  beine  a 
pure  and  perfect  representation  of  the  people : 
and  he  has  given  you  demonstration,  by 
public  acts  of  his,  in  the  year  1780,  in  the 
year  1782,  in  the  year  1785,  in  the  year  1788, 
nay.  I  think,  also  in  the  year  1790,  of  his 
tame  ID  public,  whaa  political  questions 
were  discussed,  taken  that  part  which  is  a 
clear  mamtestation  of  his  principles.  Ue  has 
•Is*  gaoa  into  cvklence  which  oertun^  da» 
serves  great  consideration;  with  respect  to 
the  habits  of  his  life,  he  is  a  scholar,  a  stu- 
dtaia  man,  devoted  to  books,  employine  a 

frcal  portion  of  his  time  with  booKS,  rather 
eepine  company  with  books  than  with  man, 
especially  of  late  years;  and  mm  of  iocb 
habits  are  generally  more  worthily  employed 
ttanio  mijuqgiB  nctious  which  land  to  coo- 
There  is  another  circumstance  certainly  fit 
to  be  conudered,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Home 
Tooke,  and  that  is,  it  is  not  a  secret,  for  it 
appears  from  the  evidence  of  Adams,  tiiat 
declining  health  and  infirmities  coming  upon 
him,  has  induced  him  very  much  to  with- 
draw from  societgf^,  and  from  much  of  that 
sort  of  piihhc  business  that  he  used  to  be  en. 
gaged  in.  The  evidence  is,  that  he  cultivates 
fiagnden;  tawiitaa  never  to  temnovad 
from  it ;  to  liave  an  act  of  parliament  to  con- 
fine him  there  for  hialilajiiaaaaa  hardly  any 
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company!  umloubtedly,  therefore,  reasoning 
upon  lliose  principles  which  commonly  direct 
the  conduct  of  m^nkinH^  one  should  imagine 
that  Mt,  Homa  Toota,  witii  his  principles, 
his  habits,  and  his  infirmities,  woula,  in  truth, 
be  the  last  man  in  England  that  could  bo 
justly  suspected  of  being  engaged  In  a  con- 
spiracy  of  this  kind. 

Gentlemen,  the  reply,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
has  made  some  impression  upon  this  defence, 
which,  on  the  first  view  of^  it,  seems  to  be 
the  strongest  kind  of  defence  that  could  be 
stated  in  a  case  of  this  nature,  where  so  much 
was  to  depend  upon  the  general  sentiments, 
opinions,  and  habits  of  life,  of  the  person  who 
is  accused;  but,  in  the  reply,  it  is  observed, 
that  with  these  principles,  with  these  haluts^ 
and  even  under  the  pressure  of  these  infir- 
mities, Mr.  Home  Tooke,  the  prisoner  at  tiie 
bar,  is  found  actual^  dealing  in  these  sub- 
jects, by  his  intercourse  with  Hardy,  by  his 
interference  with  the  papers  of  the  society, 
but,  above  all,  by  those  more  public  demon* 
strations  to  be  collected  from  the  address  to 
the  Jacobins,  from  the  address  to  the  national 
conventbn,  and  from  tha  unibrtunate  publi- 
cation in  which,  in  his  own  hand,  he  says, 
lethal  liberty  is  making  Uercuiean  efforts, 
!  and  lhaaa  vipers,  monarchy  and  aristocracy, 
are  panting  and  writhing  under  its  grasp,"* 
which  area  direct  vioiaUou  of  all  his  professed 
'  prindpleet  I  say  he  is  found  dMling  in  these 
subjects,  in  a  way  whicli  his  principles  ought 
,  to  have  preserved  him  from ;  and  Itierefore  it 
'  is  insisted  upon,  on  the  part  of  ttaattonifly* 
general,  that  had  his  defence  been  consistent, 
'  and  liad  it  applied  to  carry  him  throughout 
all  the  facts,  it  ought  to  nave  had  its  full 
weight,  but  that  inasmuch  as  with  these  prin- 
ciples of  loyalty,  with  these  habits  of  study, 
and  in  the  situation  he  is  in  of  health,  be  has 
done  all  these  things,  what  can  you  conclude 
from  those  principles,  and  from  those  habits? 
i  You  cannot  say  that  he  has  not  been  a  party 
I  tottaaaneaaures,  because  it  is  too  evMant 
'  that,  as  tu  mmy  of  them,  he  has  been  a  party 
J  in  them,  and  an  active  party  in  them,  and 
I  they  are  very  diflknit  to  be  explained.  Nai^ 
!  gentlemen,  we  come  to  the  conclusion. 

This  charge  against  this  gentleman  rests 
;  upon  the  taprasdans  which  his  coodod  in 
\  these  societies,  from  the  beginning,  or  from 
perhaps  the  middle  of  the  vear  1791,  down 
to  the  tana  wtan  thaaa  wsciiiBena  aaiiBd  foe 


this  National  Convention,  shall  have  made  on 
your  minds,  upon  the  evidence  they  aiford  of 
the  real  intent  of  his  mind  in  agreeing  to  that 
convention,  and  as  to  the  object  of  that  con- 
vention. If  you  should  be  of  opinion  that, 
notwithstanding  the  first  impression  which 
these  circumstances  have  made  upon  your 
minds,  and  must,  I  think,  certainly  make 
upon  every  man's  mind  who  has  heard  tlie 
case,  considering  the  nature  of  the  enlerprize, 
and  considering  the  actual  situation  of  the 
means  by  which  it  was  to  be  eficcted,  vakcu 
togeONi  with  tta  fk'xkum^  tk  principle^ 
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his  habits  of  life,  and  his  situation  in  point  of  |  facts,  one  of  which  it  was  impossible  T  should 
health,  that  you  are  bound  to  refer  all  these  |  tell  you  before,  and  the  other  it  was  unfit  that 
transactions  to  other  objects,  aiiil  yuu  should  j  I  should  tell  yuu  before,  i  am  sure  we  ^shall 
conclude  to  fonn  your  judjj^ent  as  to  his  |  never  see  such  a  trial  as  this  again'.  My  can- 
intent  in  these  measures,  in  which  he  has  i  tion.  uid  my  virtue,  for  at  ibis  moment  I  will 
been  engaged,  rather  from  these  domestic  mirts  !  place  it  tu  myself,  are  the  cau^c  of  those  sus> 
oS  his  character,  thati  from  those  io  wbicli  he   picions  which  dw( 


elt  upon  his  lordship's  mind; 
Iiis  sai^acily  and  integrity  assisted  him  to  clear 
mauy  things  up  to  you;  but  the  whole  sus- 
picion hu arisen  from  tnis— I  wis  anxious  for 
the  proper  cr-nrluct  of  other  nren;  and  if  I 
coula  have  foremen,  what  i  never  Muld 
foresee,  till  the  nttoniey-genenl  nide  Mi 
reply  - 

[Here  Mr.  Tookt  was  interrupted,  by  the 
breaking  down  of  part  of  the  Student's 
Gallery;  whan  the  disofdar  had  mbwdad, 
ha  piooeaded.] 

Genllemen,  this  will  hcTp  to  rlirrct  your 
conduct  through  life ;  and  it  will  help  other 
jurymen  likewise,  to  restrict  this  knid  of 
guilt,  by  inference.  His  lordship  did  see 
some  part  of  it,  and,  with  great  candour,  he 
mentioned  it  to  you.  The  ntct  stands  thus- 
being  rarely  present  at  these  meetings,  when 
my  name  appears  in  the  books,  I  was  anxious 
for  the  safety  of  a  very  honest,  but  not  a  very 
abia  nan.  The  secretary  repeatedly  brought 
to  mp  yiapcrs,  which  the  society  lian  received, 
which  were  ordered  for  publication,  and  were 
aflarwaids  put  in  the  newspapers ;  and  when 
I  saw  a  word  which  was  capable  of  causinf;  a 
prosecution  for  a  libel,  1  took  the  paper,  and, 
with  my  hand,  struck  out  the  exceptionable 
words,  and  inserted  ethers  which  would  avoid 
the  danger  of  a  prosecution.  Upon  this  is 
built  all  that  apprehension  and  suspicion  of 
the  direction,  and  conduct,  ami  .  riginating  of 
societies,  with  none  of  whom,  nor  with  any 
of  the  indhriduals  of  whom,  did  f  ever  cor- 
respond, or  communicate,  at  all.  I  know 
none  of  these  country  societies,  nor  an  indi- 
Tidual  belonging  to  them.  I  did  not  know 
these  London  societies,  except  as  candidate 

if  he  asked  m)r  opinion,  I  corrected  his  works. 
A  gentleman  in  court  wrote  a  book  against 
me;  I  corrected  the  book  myself ;  I  do  not 
mcntioil  U  to  Justify  myself,  because  a  jury 
of  my  coiinlry  have  justified  me  quickly, 
clearly,  and  nobly ;  but  I  raenUon  it  for  the 
sake  of  that  law,  Upon  which  the  blood,  and 
the  family,  and  the  character  of  men,  depend. 


has  acted  with  others  in  pi  ihlir  ;  then  you  may 
say,  that  however  susoicious  tins  case  is,  this 
conspiracy  is  not  made  out  against  him,  and 
that  this  prisoner  is  not  guilty ;  if  you  should 
see  the  case  clearly  in  the  other  light,  tlien 
you  will  do  that  which  the  justice  of  your 
country  calls  upon  you  to  do. 

I  wish  heartily  that  Mr.  Tookc  had  put 
this  case  teally  beyond  all  suspicion,  because 
I  see,  with  great  regret,  a  man  of  his  culti- 
vated undsrstaudins,  of  his  habits,  of  his 
capacity  to  be  oaeral  to  mankind;  a  nan 
supported  by  the  evidence  of  that  venerable 
prelate,  the  bishop  of  Gloucester,  who,  I  am 
aure,  wonld  flatter  no  nan;  I  say,  I  am  hear- 
tily sorry  to  see  him  in  such  a  situation,  and 
I  should  have  been  heartily  rejoiced  if  he 
ooold  have  put  this  case  beyond  all  suspicion, 
but  I  cannot  say  that  he  has  done  so.  There 
certainly  is  a  great  deal  to  be  explainrd,  wliirh 
I  am  not  able  to  explain,  and  1  am  at  tins 
moment  totally  unable  to  develope  tiie  cha- 
racter and  conduct  of  this  gentleman  ;  hut 
that  goes  but  a  Utile  way  upon  ihe  quesiiun, 
whether  he  is  guilty  or  mnoeent  of  this  iii- 
dictrnent;  that  you  will  judge  of  hy  the  result 
oi  ttit:  evidence,  and  the  clear  impres&ion  that 
that  reaolt  shall  make  upon  your  minds.  I 
ri";<(Mt  \\v\\  you  have  a  very  srrinus  duty  im- 
posed upon  you ;  but,  after  the  pains  you  have 
taken  to  make  yourselves  masters  of  the  case, 
it  is  :i  duty  ytju  v.-il!  dbrh;ir!!;r  with  satisfac- 
tion to  yuur  own  cunsciences,  and  consc' 
quently,  with  satislhclk»n  to  your  country. 

The  Jury  withdrew  at  about  ten  nnnutes 
before  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and 
iMumad  into  court  in  about  eight  ninulet. 


hold  up  your  liand — Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 
look  uDoo  tlie  prisoner— How  say  you,  is 
John  Home  Tooke  guilty  of  the  high  treason 
whereof  he  stands  indicted,  ornot  g;nilly? 
JPoremau.— Xut  guiUy. 
Ckrk  afthe  Jrrai^iu.— Did  he  By  for  It  ^ 
Toreman.—'Hoi  that  we  know  of. 

Mr.  Tookc— My  mind,  my  lord,  is  much 


better  lurmod  lo  feel  and  to  acknowledge  kind-  There  never  stood  a  man  before  yotir  lordship 
neasthan  to  solicit  it.  I  desire  to  return  my  more  free  from  rational  foundation  of  suspi- 
mnst  sincere  thanks  to  your  lordship,  and  to  cion,  upon  this  pround,  than  I  i-limd  before 
the  bench,  fur  the  conduct  which  you  have  ,  you.  if  yon  examine  all  the  papers— if  the 
held  towards  ne,  during  the  whole  of  this  attorney  general  win  look  at  them  again  with 


tedious  trial 


this  key.  hr  will  find  it  •^n    If  the  solicitor 


Geuilemen  of  the  jurv,you  have  afforded  a  general  liad  elated  in  his  opcnine,  what  the 
just  protection  to  my  liret  I  thank  you  for  It :  t  attorney  general  did,  when  your  lordship  had 


.•ni( 


t  civr  me  leave  to  tell  vou  two  thiii<" 


-.  -   -        properly  closed  my  mouth,  I  should  have  ei- 

which  will  increase  your  saUstaction  as  long  |  plained  it :  but  I  obeyed  your  direction;  and 
•a  you  liva.  Wc  shul  both  have  done  good  with  amidencn  I  traaled  life  «tth-  thU 
looarcouBUj.  Whea  I  hnfetold  ymitmi  jiny.  Ifltad  beenpannilled^I  o«MI»vi 
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explained  that  which  was  thought  the 
strongest  evidence  against  me.  There  was 
one  paper,  where  the  word  "  government'* 
was  struck  out,  and  country^  put  in. 
**  Jladical  reform  of  the  government"  might 
jxieau  to  pull  up  Kovemaicnt  by  the  roots ; 
^.  ndkal  reform  of  the  coimtry"  could  mean 
no  such  thing; — no  man  will  be  charged  with 
puHiog  the  country  up  by  the  roota.  The 
The  fvfm  was  forgotten;  I  recollected  it, 
when  it  was  read.  I  bar!  not  foreseen  the 
nature  of  the  charges,  ami  interences,  to  be 
aed  ftgainst  roe,  to  make  me  a  traitor ;  it  is 
impossmle  I  could  forrsce  thrra.  To  prevent 
the  prosecution  ot  other  persons  lor  libel,  I 
beve  nffiwed  a  prosecution  for  high  tieeton. 
1  return  your  lordship  thanks— I  return  my 
counsel  ibanks^  my  noble  fneud  Mr.  Erskine, 
who  hit  been  so  nobly  supported  b^  Mr. 
Gibbs; — and  yott,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I 
return  you  my  thanks,  i  am  ^lad  I  have 
hmn  protccoted;  and  I  hope  thn  wfli  make 
the  attorney  gencr.il  n)orc  cautious  in  future; 
he  said  he  would  have  no  treason  by  constmc- 
-iioD :  end  there  is  no  tuspicion  against  roe 
but  by  constructiuii  und  inference. 
Mr>  Xooke  was 


f.:. 


Note —The  iury  were  not  permitted  to 
aeparate,  from  the  time  of  being  sworn  on  the 
tml,  till  a(\er  they  had  delivered  their  verdict. 
They  sl<?pt  at  the  London  t'offee  House  every 
night,  attended  by  the  proper  officers  of  the 
eour^  twom  ia  the  tinnl  mm. 


On  Monday,  December  1st,  eta  quarter  after 
nine  o'clock,  the  Court,  nndrr  the  Spe- 
cial Commiksiuu.  met  agaui  at  the  New 
Sessions  House  in  the  Old  Bailey,  when 
John  Augustus  Bonney,  Jeremiah  Joyce, 
Stewart  Kyd,  and  Thomas  Uolcroft  were 
(wrought  to  the  her,  and  the  feUowing 
jpnrj  sworn  int 

Charles  Digby  Robert  Lewis 

Aobert  Batson  Mark  Uudson 

AJeieader  Trotter  Henry  Btilloek 

Robert  Mcllish  John  Powscy 

WiUiara  Harwood  Hugh  Reynolds 

James  Haygartt  Thos.  Harrison,  esqrs. 

The  Prisoners  having  been  arraigned, 
Mr.  Attorney  Geaerd/.— When  I  had,  on 
the  last  trials,  the  honour  to  stand  here  in 
the  discharge  of  my  official  duty,  I  addressed 
the  jwy,  in  order  to  stale  the  grounds  of  the 
prosecution,  and  llic  juries  on  those  trials 
have  foxuid  a  verdict  of  uot-guilly.  It  then 
became  my  duty  to  consider  what  was  proper 
to  be  done  in  re'^pcrt  to  llie  public  and  the 
prisoners  at  the  bar.  Tiic  result  is,  that  as  the 
evidence  adduced  on  those  tiieu  tod  that 
which  applied  lo  the  prisoners,  were  the  same ; 
and  as,  ader  the  oest  consideration,  those 
penona  have  been  acquitted,  I  would  submit 
|»  Ihe  Juiy  and  the  Couit^  whtther  the  pri- 


soners should  not  be  acqviitted,  and  for  that 
puroose  will  not  trouble  you  by  going  into 
evidence. 

Lord  Chief  JusUce  Eyre. — GenUemen,  as 
there  is  no  evidence,  you  must  of  course  find 
theprisoners  not-guilty. 

The  jury  then  pronounced  e  verdict  of  Nor- 
Gi'ii.TY,  and  by  direction  of  the  Court  the 

yrisoners  were  discliarged.    Messrs.  Boimey, 
oyce,  end  Kyd  bowed  to  the  Court  and  i«> 
tired. 

Mr.  Holcr<^.* — My  lord,  and  genllenjcn 
of  the  jury  

T^ord  Chief  Justice  Eyre — Mr.  Ilolcroft, 
you  have  been  acquitted  m  a  way  that  iiardly 
afionis  mneh  room  for  your  ouservetion ;  i 
think  the  best  way  would  be  for  }  ou  to  fnllow 
the  example  of  the  rest  of  the  gentlemen, 
who  have  retired. 

Mr.  ^y/cro/?.— My  lord,  every  man  mji^I! 
act  according  to  the  best  of  his  own  judgment. 
My  judgment  telb  me  that  it  is  my  duty,  on 
the  present  occasion,  to  address  a  few  words 
to  this  Court  and  the  eentlemen  of  thejurv. 

Lord  Chief  JusUce  Eyre. — You  will  unaer- 
stand  one  thing;  and  that  is,  that  having 
been  acquitted,  you  have  no  right  to  address 
one  word  either  to  the  Court  or  the  Jury. 
At  the  same  time,  I  do  not  wish  to  holdf  you 
strictly  to  that  right ;  but  conduct  younelf 
properly,  and  I  will  not  slop  you. 

Mr.  'HulcroJL—My  lord»  1  have  well  con* 
sidercd  vhat  I  have  to  say.  Whether  my 
judgment  and  the  judgment  of  your  lordslup 
should  hapoen  to  differ,  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  foreknow ;  but  what  I  have  to  say 
Hows  from  the  dictates,  I  believe,  of  an  ho- 
nest and  well-intentioned  mind.  I  am  liable* 
like  all  other  men,  to  mistake.  Let  my  mi»» 
lakes  be  heard  and  examined. 

lord  Chief  Justice  £^r«.^Tho8e  dictates 
must  be  pn  pf  riy  timed.  At  present  you  arc 
not  calleid  upon  tu  &a^  any  thing ;  and  you 
haye  no  right  to  detam  the  Court  by  a  bog 
speech. 

Mr.  Hdcrqfi.—l  will  not  detain  the  Court 
more  than  half  an  hour. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £>rc.— Half  an  boor  I 
— Mr.  Holcroll  you  must  withdraw. 

Mr.  HoUrqf}. — After  having  suffered  the 
injustice  that  I  tUnk  I  have  suffered,  and 
which  injustice  it  is  my  desire  to  state  here 
publicly  to  this  (..uuil— — 

•  The  account  given  in  the  text  of  what 
passed  on  Mr.  liolcrofl's  endeavouring  to  ad- 
dress the  jury,  was  taken  in  >>bort-hand  by 
Blanclmrd,  nnd  j)ublished  by  Mr.  Holcroft  in 
a  pampiiiti  nilituled,  "  A  Narrative  ot  l  iu  ts 
relating  to  a  Prosecution  for  High  Treason, 
irif  ludniK  the  Address  to  the  Jurv,  which  the 
Court  refused  to  hear;  with  Letters  tu  the 
Attorney  General,  Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre^ 
Mr.  Srrjraiit  Ad;iir.  the  Honourable  Thomas 
Erskine,  and  Vickery  Gibbs,  Esq,  and  the 
Defence  the  Author  had  prepered  if  he  had 
been  bfought  to  Trial.  By  Thomas  Uokroft." 
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35  GEORGE  XIL 


Tried  of  John  Home  To&la, 


Lord  Chief  JustK:e  Eyre, — Mr.  Uolcroft, 
yoa  have  been  dealt  with  most  honourably, 
4>n  the  part  of  the  attomey-generaL  You 

stood  inaicted  by  your  countiy ;  and  no  roan, 
who  happens  to  stand  in  that  situation,  ought 
to  complaun  of  injustice ;  because  he  accuses 
his  country  of  injuHlice,  when  hp  m:ikrs  that 
complaint.  You  Ixave  bad  no  extraordinary 
hardsl^pt.  Toa  brought  yomtelf  into  cus- 
tody by  your  own  voluntary  srirrender.  You 
have  itad  no  eitraordinarv  hardship  since  that 
time ;  and  you  have  in  the  close  of  it  been 
treated  most  honourably,  and  with  a!I  pos- 
Sibie  attentioD,  by  the  attorney  general*  who 
1ms  consented  to  your  being  acquittea,  in- 
stead of  standing  at  thr  bar  upon  evidence, 
which  must  have  been  left  to  tiie  jury  as  evi- 
dence proper  for  thdr  cmisidention,  upon  the 
question  whether  you  vs  irr  to  be  found  guilty 
or  not  guilty.  You  have  no  right  to  complain 
of  injustice;  and  therefore  you  ought  not  to 
be  heard  upon  a  complaint  of  injustice. 

Mr.  Beia^^M]f  Uud,  I  desire  but  one 
word. 

Mr.  Baron  HofAom.— llr.  Kirfagfy  why  do 

not  you  do  your  duty  > 

Mr.  HoUrofl. — Aly  lord,  permit  me  to  say 
one  word. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyrt. — If  you  wil!  be 
reasonable  and  confine  yourself  within  com- 
pass, I  will  not  slop  you ;  but  a  sp^ch  of 
naif  an  hour  is  not  a  tmne  to  be  endured. 

Mr.  Uolcrofi. — I  find  Ihe  judfroent  of  the 
Court  wiilMB  ia»  to  witbdnw.  I  always  de- 
sire to  comport  myself  so  as  to  gain  best 
1^  good  opinion  ot  nunlcind  by  the  exertion 
«f  WBttt  I  tniide  to  be  my  duty.  If  my  judg- 
nent  happens  to  be  mistaken,  if  I  am  wrong 
in  this  instance,  I  am  certainly  sorr^  I  have 
not  mart  ttadcrrtmding.  I  do  ool  wish  either 
to  appear  a  violent  man  or  an  obstinate  man. 
I  had  something  to  say  to  Uiis  Court  which  I 
ihkik  of  lim  utmotl  UDportaaee  to  my  coun- 
try and  makind  in  general,  and  Uicrcfore  T 
wished  for  a  moment  to  be  heard ;  but  as  it 
docs  appear  to  be  the  opinion  of  this  Court 
and  of  every  body  here,  I  must  accede  to  that 
public  oninion  in  this  place,  and  must  take 
Bomc  uLiier  means  of  publishing  seoti- 
tnents  upon  the  ppotoWHton  tiwt  liu  been 
tnftitatodfgiiBiliiie; 


Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — You  had  better 
take  care  of  that,  or  you  may  get  into  another 
scrape  as  soon  as  you  are  reuewd  Am  ^htab 

Mr.  Ho/rrci./?.— My  lonl,  I  am  very  wWl^ 
to  suiicr  for  wli^it  1  conceive  to  be  right,* 


On  December  16  th,  the  Court  again  met  at  the 
New  Sessions  HiMiMp  Old  Beiiqr,  wlNDtht 

following  gentlemen  were  sworn  as  a  jury 
on^the  uiais  of  John  Kichter  and  John 


Robert  Batson 
William  Uarwood 
James  Haygartt 
Robert  Lewis 

Thomas  Wood 

Hear}-  Bullock 


John  Powsev 

Hugh  Roruuas 
Henry  Caodl 
Jobli  Leader 

Jeremiah  Rlakcwood 
Rb.  Kiiby  Cox— esqio. 


The  Prisoners  were  axrauiied. 

Mr.  Attorn^  Omerid^--43mi3^nm  9(  tilt 
Jury,  ill  the  circumstances  in  which  I  have 
now  liie  honour  of  addressing  you,  I  think 
myself  justified  in  forbearing,  at  present,  to 
bring  forward  any  endaoea  aflpunai  tha  fiK 
soners  at  the  bar. 

Lord  Chief  Baron  Macdonald. — Gentlcmea, 
there  being  no  evidence  brought  aeainst  the 
prisonen,  you  will  of  couna  find  UMB 
guilty. 

A  verdict  of  Not-Gotlvt  waa  tiiao 

and  recorded. 

Lord  Chief  Baron  Macdonald. — These  gen- 
tlemen, havine  been  found  not  guilty,  an 
now  discharges  from  the  bar. 

John  Baxter. — lienUemea  of  the  Juiy;  I 
beg  leave  to  return  you  my  thanks  Ha  waa 
proceeding,  but  was  iatormed  by  the  lord 
chief  barou  that  being  now  discharged  from 
the  bar,  ha  had  no  right  to  say  any  thing  to 
tha  Court. 


*  On  this  same  dav,  after  the  above  pro- 
ccedings  had  taken  place,  Johu  Tbelwail  was 
brouEht  to  the  bar,  and  afh»>  a  trial  which 
lasted  four  days,  was  acquitted.  I  had  hoped 
to  have  obtained  a  correct  report  of  ThelwaU^ 
Uial  for  insertion  in  the  present  volume ;  but 
my  endaavoun  tnva  httlMrto  bem  

CCMhll. 
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606.  The  Trial  of  James  Bikd,  Roqbr  Hamill*  and  CASiMia 
Delarotde,  Merchants;  Patbick  Kevnt^  Bartbolo* 
MEV  Walsh,  Matthew  Read,  and  Patrick  Tierwan, 

Yeomen;  for  conspiring  to  incite  an  Insurrection  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Ireland ;  before  tiie  Honourable  Mr.  Justice 
Downe8>  at  Drogheda,  April  23rd:  34  Ghorge  IIL  a.d. 


Mmmal  CohK  efDrogheda^Lad  Amsa, 

On  Monday  the  91st  of  April,  1794,  Roger 
Ifamill,  Jamc!  Bird,  Casimir  Delahoyde, 
Patrick  Kenny,  Matthew  llead,  Iknho- 
Imwv  Walth,  and  Patrick  Tieraan  were 

f»ul  To  thr  bar  and  armignctl,  l)t'forr  the 
ionouiable  Mr.  Justice  Downes,  one  of  the 
judges  of  hia  Majesty's  court  of  Ring's 
Bendi,  upon  the  loUowing 

IvDicmuit.t 

CcutUy  <jf  ihe  ttam  of  >  Tl  I j  urors  for  our 
Drogkeda^  to  wit/  (lord  the  king  upon 
their  oath  say  and  present,  that  Patrick  Kenny 
of  Drogheda  yeoman,  Matthew  Read  of  the 
same  yeoman,  Rarlholnmcw  Walsh  of  the 
:»aine  yeomao,  Talrick  licrnan  ofTurfeckan 
in  the  county  of  Louth  yeoman,  Roger  Ha- 
miil,  James  Bird  and  Casimir  Delahoyde,  all 
ot  Drogheda  in  the  county  of  the  town  of 
Drogbeda,merchants,  being  wicked,  seditious, 
and  evil  niindrd  persons,  and  of  wicked  and 
turhulent  dispositions,  and  contriving,  design- 
ing and  intendine  unlawfully,  unjustly,  mali- 
ciouily,  tnrbulenUy  and  seditiously,  the  peace 
of  our  said  lord  the  king  and  the  common 
tranquillity  of  this  his  realm  of  Ireland  to 
disquiet,  molest,  and  disturb,  and  fnr  as  in 
them  lay,  to  stir  .up,  causey  incite  and  procure 
to^tioD,  tuniroetioo  tnd  robdiion  irithin 
this  reahnf  and  to  bring  the  fOvetmiMiit  of 

^  *  Fraoa  ihe  OtigMiel  Bepoil,  ponied  by 
H.  flbq^elikfct  Upper  Oiawiid  Qojj»  I>u)>iini 

tTWm  MtiliiiffiinM'il  iiwaiwia  coouoeed  the 
Onnd  Jui7  who  found  the  bUL 

Edward  Harman,  esq.  OBnen  BeUingbmi, 
James  Schoales,  esq.  esq. 

OhverFairtloughWil-  John  Fairtlough,  esq. 

liamS),  esq.  Burton  Tandy,  esq. 

Wm.  Gibbons,  esq.  Robert  Pollock,  esq. 

Henry  Smith,  esq.  Anthony  Walsh,  esK}. 

Maurice  Barlow,  eiq.  Geo.  M'£ntagart,eiq. 

John  Jones,  esq.  Wm.  Atkhison,  esq. 

Wallop  Brabazon,  of  Thos.  Wynnei  gent. 

Rath,  esq.  Lewis  AusUn,  merch. 

John  Shrkfeton,  esq.  John  Linton,  merch. 

Wm.  Chapman,  esq.  WUcocks  iUddock,  gt. 

H.  Coddiugton,  esq.  MUes  Lucas,  gent. 


our  said  lord  the  king  within  this  realm  into 

manifest  danger,  on  tne  14th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  thirty-third  year  of  the  reign  of 
our  sovereign  lord  George  the  third,  kine  of 
Great  Britain  and  50  forth,  at  Droghccfa  in 
the  county  of  the  town  of  Drogheda,  and  on 
divers  other  days  and  tunes,  as  well  before  as 
afliT,  with  force  and  arms  thr-tr  aforesaid 
wicked,  roa%nant  and  :>cditious  purposes  and 
designs  to  fuffil  maA  effect,  did  then  and  thero 
toc^fiher  with  diversotherwirked,  seditious  and 
ill-muided  persfmatothejurorsof  ourlordthoc 
king  at  present  wiknown,  meet,  Msembl^ 
agree,  conspire,  confederate  :iTid  treat  of  and 
about  the  accomplishing  and  effecting  of  their 
afore^tid  malignant  and  eedidous  purposes 
and  designs:  and  of,  for  and  about  caubing, 
proctiring,  inciting,  and  efiRsctins  an  insurrec- 
tion and  rebellion  within  the  reum  of  Ireland ; 
and  for,  about,  and  concerning  the  raising, 
providing  and  procturing  of  arms  and  armed 
men  to  oc  ready  and  prepared  in  different 
places  within  this  reahn,  their  ajbfcsaid 
wicked,  malignant,  seditious  and  rebellious 
desicns  and  purposes  to  effect,  accomplish 
and  fulfil;  in  contempt  of  tlie  laws  of  tliie 
realm,  to  the  evil  example  of  all  others  in 
the  like  case  offending,  and  contrary  to  the 
peace  of  our  seid  lord  the  king,  lus  crown  end 
dignity. 

And  the  jurors  of  our  lord  tlie  kins,  do 
fanner  present  end  say,  that  the  said  Pn> 

trick  Kennv,  Matthew  Read,  Bartholomew 
Walsh,  and  Patrick  Tieman,  James  Bird, 
Roger  Hamill,  and  Ca^niir  Delahoyde,  being 
such  wicked,  ill  minded  and  seditious  persons 
as  aforesaid,  and  wickedly,  factiouslv  and  se- 
ditiously, contriving  and  intendmg  tne  peece 
of  our  said  lord  the  king,  smd  the  common 
tranmiillity  of  this  his  realm  of  Ireland  to  ino> 
lest,  aisiquict  and  disturb,  imd  to  cause  and  in- 
cite a  wicked  rebellion  within  this  realm,  and 
the  laws  and  government  of  our  said  lord  the 
king  to  bring  mto  danger^  on  the  said  14th 
day  of  December,  in  the  said  thirty- third  year 
of  the  reign  of  our  said  lord  the  kirp,  and  at 
divers  other  days  and  times,  as  well  before  as 
alter,  at  Drogheda  afomaid,  in  the  coimty  of 
the  said  town  of  Drogheda  aforesaid,  with 
force  and  arms,  did  then  and  there  wickedhr, 
fkctioiHtyi  Mdhbusly  and  comenptiiouily 
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mpct,  associate,  consult,  conspire,  confederate 
and  agree  tosether,  and  to  aud  with  divers 
other  wiekeo  and  ilI>disposed  peiaons  to  the 
jurors  aforesaid  at  present  unknown,  of,  for, 
cooceming  and  about  the  rabing,  causing, 
and  levyiii<;  of  INSURRECnOKT  REBEL. 
J.TON,  ami  WAR!  against Pur taid  lord  the 
king,  within  this  bts  realm  of  Ireland ;  and 
of,  for,  concerning  and  about  the  procuring 
and  providiii<j  uf  arms  and  armed  men,  to  he 
prepared  within  this  realm,  their  aforesaid 
vricked,  malignant  and  diabolical  designs  and 
jiltrposes  aforesaid  to  accomplish  annt  fTcct; 
in  contempt  of  the  laws  of  tnis  realm,  aud  to 
the  evil  example  of  all  others  in  the  like  case 
offending,  and  contrary  to  the  peace  of  our 
taid  lord  the  kin^,  fii'-  rruwn  and  dimity. 

To  ihis  indictmeiii  liie  several  culprits  tra- 
versed :  and  the  Court  was  pleased  to  Older 
their  trial  for  the  following  day. 

On  Wednesday  the  '23d  of  April,  1794,  the 
•everal  traversers  he  fore- mentioned  were  again 
put  to  the  har  in  order  of  trial  ;  and  having 
declared  their  consent     abide  the  issue, — 

The  Iblbwbg  per  soot  were  sworn  upon  the 
Jury  and  impanelled: 

Hampden  Nicholson 
Anthony  Sillery 
John  Leiand 

Thomas  Collins 
Beaver  Blacker 


John  I,er 
Blaney  Balfour 
Bich.Coooer 
Wm.  Smith 
Philip  Brabawa 
WiD«  Jones 


Ninian  Rogers,  Esqrs. 
Coniuel  ftr  ike  IVv. 


Mr.  Atlor.Genetri* 

Mr.  M'Cartoey 

Mr.  Saurin 

Mr.  Ball 

Mr.  Ruxton 

Ageut. — Mr.  Kemmis 

Crown  Solidlor. 


Mr.  Curran  f 
Recorder  of  Dublin 
Mr.  Ponsonby^ 
Mr.  BlackbunM 
Mr.  Dobbs 
Mr.  Hawthorne 
J^enl.— Mr.  Ounl 

first  witness  for  the  Prosecution,  Thomas 
JIuroAy.— EMrained  bj  ^Attontgf  Gt- 
nerai. 

The  witness  being  brought  u{>on  the  table, 
addressed  the  court  as  follows : 

My  lord,  I  beg  your  lordship's  leave  to  say 
one  word. — i  understand,  when  I  was  exa- 
mined at  Dundnik,  the  jury  did  not  give  any 
charge  upon  what  1  swore  there  ;  ;iii(r  i  may 
be  it  will  be  of  no  use  to  examine  me  here  ? 

Mr.  Jlftfmcy  GeaeiW^^h,  Mr.  Murphy, 
that  is  not  to  the  purpose^you  most  be 
sworn. 

CovaT.r->The  man  must  be  sworn;  but  the 
juiywiU  attend  to  ttaia  dmunstanee. 

Being  sworn,  be  underwent  tlie  IbDowiog 
conmination  s— 

9  ■  ■    ■  ■  -   

•  The  right  hon.  Arthur  Wolfe,  afterwards 
Tjord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  and  viscount  Kilwarden. 

jt  Afterwards  Ma>ler  of  ihe  Rolls. 

I  AAerwaidsIiOrdCbauceUor. 


Do  von  know  thr  lrnver?irrs  ?  —  I  do. 
Looii  about,— do  you  see  any  of  them  m 
court?— >I  do. 
Do  you  see  Roger  Hamill  in  court  ? — I  dsw 

[The  witness  being-  desired  In  point  out 
Mr.  Hamill,  and  tiaviog  laid  his  haod  oo 
Mr.  Bird,  excited  a  loud  hiugh  in  the 
Court;  b'lt  quickly  recovering  him^-elf, 
said  his  mistake  arose  from  a  per&oa 
standing  before  Mr.  Hamil^  whom  h* 
then  identi6ed ;  and  also  the  rest  of  the 
traversers,  except  Bartholomew  Walsh,] 

Do  you  remember  the  months  of  November 
and  December  ]792f>~I  do. 

Did  you  see  any  of  the  traversers  in  those 
months,  and  where  ? — I  did,  at  the  house  ef 
one  Shendan  in  Laurence-street. 

What  brought  you  there? — I  went  to  loftk 
for  Patrick  Kcnnj,  who  was  A  captain  of  the 
Defenders. 

How  do  you  know,  that  he  was  a  cap> 
tain  of  Deft  ndors  ? — I  understood,  he  had  the 
ariicies  ;  aud  ii  was  he  swore  me  a  dclcnder. 

In  what  part  of  tlM  hoosedid  you  sen  die 
traversers  ?~In  a  back  room  up  stahs. 

Was  there  an^  one  lu  ihc  room,  when  you 
went  into  it  ? — There  was  not.  The  traver- 
sers came  in  aftt  r  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Hamili 
came  in  arm  and  arm,  and  Mr.  Delahoyde 
some  time  after. 

Can  yoM  recollect  what  furniture  wa?  in 
the  room — was  tliere  a  table? — There  was. 

Did  the  traversers  sit  at  tlietabtoP— No; 
at  a  distance  from  it. 

Court. —  Were  the  traversers  at  the  bar, 
tliere?«-Tlie]r  were,  my  lord. 

Did  you  sit  down.' — No. 
^  Did  all  the  traversers  whom  ^ou  have  meup 
tioned  sH  down  F— They  did,  sir. 

In  uhiit  capacity? — They  were  there  in 
committee,  to  direct  the  persons  sworn  in  as 
captains;  and  to  disarm  the  Protestants. 

Were  there  any  disturbances  in  the  country 
at  that  time?— It  is  very  well  known  the 
country  was  at  thai  time  iu  a  b«d  state  of 
disturbance,  and  the  people  wain  ooaring  In 
misfortune 

Were  tlie  disturbances,  disturbances  of 
Defenders  ?— They  were. 

You  •^I'oke  (if  a  committee — ^What  is  meant 
by  a  committee  i — i  was  sworn  by  them,  and 

unJlerf* 


undentood,  that  the  persons 
tains  were  to  execute  incir  orders 

Conff — You  say,  they  gave  ^kcdersf* — Ti»ey 
did  my  lord,  to  disarm  t&  gentlenwn  oftbo 

couutry. 

CoHri. — Can  you  mention,  who  were  the 
committee.'— I  can,  my  lord. 

You  say  tlic  gentlemen  considered  in  the 
committee  as  captains  gave  directions?-— 
None  but  one. 

Who     Mr.  John  Berrill. 

In  wiuit  part  of  the  room ?— Sitting  with 
the  rci>t  round  a  table  ? 

What  directions  did  be  g^ve  ?— The  direc- 
tiflos  Mr.  Benill  gm,  Mi^thal  Mr^  TnlMr 
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of  Duleek  had  a  number  of 
we  should  ko  and  take  them. 

Ccmri. — Who  were  the  captains,  and  wiml 
directions  did    tliey  grl  .'—Directions  were 

«'ven  to  Patrick  Ticruau,  Patrick  Keuuy, 
llliam  Conolly,  and  Richard  Keli^. 
What  directions  did  Mr.  Berrill give?— The 
£rst  declaraliuuii  teatt  that  Mr.  Trotter  liad  a 
number  of  arms,  and  ought  to  be  disarmed ; 

;)!f  fi<nigh 


was — Matthew  Read,  Patrick  Tieman,  and 
Richard  Kelly  met  them  comuig  home- 
Was  Read  present? — He  was. 
Do  you  know  wlicTc  the  arms  came  from  ? 
— I  don't  know,  whether  it  was  from  France 
or  Birmingham. 

Court.— say  Read  was  prp<>cnt — arc 
you  sure  (hat  the  other  two  traversers  you 
.  meoUoaed  were  tiiere       say,  I  met  Umbi 
and  that  ;)!ffi<nigh  Mr.  Dillon  of  Mannins-  as  coming  ho  i  c. 
town  wa^  a  lloman  Catholic,  he  would  turn  |    Was  it  Kenny,  or  Kelly? — Kelly, 
every  Defender  ib  the  country  upon  a  spit.     |    What  was  done  with  ttie  arms  ^-^e  chest 

A  Juror.  Wcrr  thrrc  any  directions  to 
attack  Mr.  Trotter? — \€f>i  but  at  oo  parti* 
culartinie. 

Can  yotifnention  any  faftiicr  directions? — 
Ue  fffcvc  directions  to  Patrick  Tiernan,  to 


iie  nivc  airections  to  rairicK  i  lernan,  to  answer  tnat  l  had  a  t>cttc 
attack  Mr.  M*Clniteek  of  Newtown,  because  (which  I  had,  at  the  time) 


was  carried  away  in  my  presence,  and  brought 
to  Patrick  Ticrnan's  hou5e.  1  he^^  told  me, 
they  were  to  be  distributed;  and  said, — if  yoii 
desire  a  gun  you  shall  have  it;  but  I  made 
answer  that  I  had  a  better  than  any  of  them 


no  one  knew  the  way  so  well,  as  he  drew  coals 
there  in  the  Summer. 

Did  Berrill  give  any  other  directions  ? — ^Not 
to  me. 

Were  there  anv  other  directions  fjiven? — 
There  u.a$  direction.s:— to  disarm  tiic  i'rotcs- 
tants  and  soldiers  in  St.  Peter's  church,  and 
the  military  in  the  barracks;  Imt  iliey  with- 
drew It.  as  it  was  better  to  leave  that  to  the 
last  They  meant  to  sead  a  body  of  Oefen> 
ders  to  disarm  them  ;  and  said,  they  went 
throt^h  the  cimpels  to  uuicl  the  Delcuders, 
Imt  that  was  only  to  blindtbld  the  Protestants. 

Conrt.  — You  say,  they  meant  to  attack  the 
soldiers? — They  did;  but  said,  tiiey  would 
lesfe  it  for  the  fast. 

AJuror. —  Repeal  that  again. — Wilntiz. — 
I  asj,  they  gave  orders  to  attack  the  soldu  rs 
«ild  Protestants  m  Peter's  church ;  but,  they 
said,  they  would  leave  it  f«ir  the  last. 

Whj  clid  tliey  agree  upon  attacking  the 
soldiers  in  Petei^  church  P— Because  they 
would  not  have  arms  or  ammmilioii,  and 
might  be  better  attacked. 

Was  that  the  plan,  to  attack  them  when  at 
church,  without  their  arms  P — It  was. 

Did  tlie  soldiers  itsually  go  to  chuicb  with- 
out their  arras  — ^I  hey  did. 

You  say.  tlMy  were  talking  at  the  com- 
mittrr '  —  They  were,  all. 

A  Juror. — You  mentioned  Dclahoyde ;  was 
be  tiwtef— No;  he  went  away. 

Comrt. — At  what  time  did  Mr.  Delahovde 


Was  Mr.  Tiernan  present  when  the 
were  carried  to  his  house? — ^He  was. 
You  swear  that  ? — I  do. 
At  the  meeting  at  SheridaoPi  ma  there 

any  monev  given  \o  the  persons  pfe<ient  ?-— 
There  Wiii.  -Kr  iJtiy,  Keliy,  ikfuan  and 
Connolly  gave  m  tour  purses,  which  thej 
said,  was  ul  tJiey  bad  coUected  siaoe  the  laal 
time. 

What  last  timef— I  nppoae,  ainee  ihef 

had  a  meeting. 

Court.  —Are  you  sure  they  gave  money?— 
They  did  to  Matthew  Read.  Th^  said  the/ 
got  shillings  a-piece  from  the  people  au 
round. 

Cmrr..What  did  you  sst  ahout  the 

money? — Malllicw  Read  asked  thcni  whe- 
ther they  got  any  subscriptions.  I  hey  an- 
swered and  sud  th^  n>t  sliillings  a-pieoe 
from  all  that  coiUd  amra  it;  and  that  others 
got  more. 

Court. ^Js  Matthew  Read  one  of  the  tra- 
versers?— lie  i8»  my  lord. 

Did  they  say,  they  got  a  shilling  a^piece 
from  every  person  all  round? — ^They  charged 
less  to  such  as  coidd  not  afibid  it* 

Was  there  money  given  to  any  person 
besides  the  purses  ^venin? — No  money  at 
that  time. 

Was  there  money  given  at  any  other  time, 
and  by  whom?— By  Mr.  Bird.    I  got  five 
shillings  from  him  at  one  time. 
How  many  4ays  after  the  meeting  was 


go? — When  he  came  into  the  room  he  pulled  that? — Five  or  six  days. 
#iit  a  pa[^r  from  his  pocket,  read  it  twice,  |    Was  that  before  or  aAer  Mr. 


gave  It  in  to  them  at  the  taU^  and  went 
away. 

EKdhesitdown?— Ko. 

Court. — Was  that  at  the  commencement 


M<Clinlock'ii 

house  was  attacked  ?— Before  it. 

Where  did  he  give  you  the  money  ? — Uo 
gaire  it  in  West-street,  opposite  his  own  ^le. 
For  wliat  purpose  ?— I  only  asked  hioi  for 


of  the  meeting  before  the  committee  sat? —  1  some  money,  and  he  ^ve^it. 


He  did  not  stay  five  nunutes  in  the  room. 

Do  you  know  any  thing  of  arms  being  dis- 
tributed by  these  geutiemen? — I  know  a 
vessel  came  in  at  Annagassin  with  three 
chests  of  arms  ;~they  were  landed  on  that 
strand,  but  I  cannot  swear  positively  to  the 
name  of  the  place. 

Were  any  of  tho  priaonen  mentioned  pre- 
aent,  when  the  aima  ware  landed  f-^There 

VOL.  XXV. 


I    At  that  meeting  at  Sheridan's  house,  were 

I  there  any  hopes  gtveu  of  receiving  assistance 
'  from  any  foreign  country  ?— I  heard  the  tra- 
I  versers  say,  that  within  the  space  of  a  week 
'  they  expected  assistance  from  France ;  and 
'  they  said,  thcv  would  get  the  conditions  of 
Limerick;  and  that  the  Protestants  had  tba 
power  of  the  country  long  enough,  and  that 
they  wouM  have  it  as  long  more. 
3  C 
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Tkonuu  Murphy  cross-examined  by  Mr. 
CurraHf  as  counsel  for  the  Traversers 
Hainil],  Biidy  Mid  DelibQjde. 

WJmI  religion  are  yov  of  Mr.  Morphyf 

The  witness  did  not  answer  the  question, 
but  addressing  himself  to  thgCourt,  said 
— ^  My  loidy  1  beg  your  loitlshi^'s  pro- 
tection from  the  cross-examination, — I 
Juiow  I  am  DOt  able  to  stand  it— But  if 
the  gemleiiieii  ettmineine  ene  at  a  time 
in  rotation^  I  will  answer  tbcm." 

Court.— You  shall  be  so  examined. 

Do  yon  profess  aoyr^ig^?— I  do,  the 
Eoman  CatnoHc. 

You  said  something  of  having  been  exa- 
mined at  Dundalk;  yoa  did  not  explain  it 
siirficicntly? — I  did — to  judge  Md  jfttft  ISd 
to  you,  if  you  could  hear. 

Did  you  say,  that  you  were  ever  examined 
at  Dundalk  as  a  witness  in  a  prosecution  ?-> 
I  was,  against  persons  concerned  IB  the  atUck 
of  Mr.    'Clin lock's  house. 

Did  the  jury  eive  wuj  credit  to  your  evi- 
dence ^ — I  don't  know. 

Were  llie  men  acquitted? — ^They  were,  sir. 

Do  you  mean  beatuse  the  jury  at  Dundalk 
did  not  give  credit  to  your  evideaco?— I  doo't 
know  why. 

Do  you  believe  the  jury  at  Dundalk  eoosi- 
dcrcd  yoti  perjured  ? — I  am  sure  you  nor  no 
mat]  in  the  court  can  make  out  that  against 
ine,  J  never  left  it  in  any  one's  power. 

Did  not  you  swear  against  the  persons 
directly,  and  were  they  not  acquitted  ?— I  am 
•ure  they  woidd  not  ne  acquitted  only  tliey 
got  pf  rsons  to  swear. 

Did  the  jury  acquit  ?— I  told  you  so.  I  was 
not  present 

Mr.  Murphy  have  you  ever  been  in  a 
court  ofiustice  bcfore^is  this  your  first  cir- 
cuit ?— What  f  Do  you  think  I  get  my  bread 
by  it  as  you  do  ? 

Mr.  Ciiirran.— Oh,  not  at  all  Mr.  Murj>hy  ;  , 
I  should  be  sorry  to  cast  such  an  imputation 
on  so  honourable  and  vorthy  a  gentleman. 
But  you  say  you  were  at  Dundalk?— 1  do^  and 
I  am  here  now. 

How  did  you  travel  to  Dundalk?— I  went 
down  in  a  chaise  first ;  and  coming  bac  k 
ftfWr  with  a  party  of  the  Stli  regiment,  1  got 
orunk  in  Dunleer,  and  Omj  IssMcfwdme. 

How  did  you  go  down  the  second  time; 
were  you  examined  as  a  witness  f  Were  not 
Jho  men  acqvntlsd  tbo  first  tiaae,  and  you 
brought  again  to 8«MragiiDstotlMrMiaona? 
•-i  was. 

Whom  were  ynu  T*fl"*T!»iHI  Miiait  tko 
second  tioM^— Against  sir  FMncC  BslWs 

sen. 

Did  you  swear  positively  against  him?— 
Ko ;  I  aid  not  know  the  gentleman. 

Were  you  brou^t  down  on  any  other  occa- 
miif-»rwa8  in  prison  Ibr  robbwe  a  priest, 
wd  discharged  out  of  court  by  pro<uamatioo. 

Are  you  at  a  loss  to  know  were  you  ever 
triad  a  noood  tiaM(«— X  vm,  for  robbing  oui- 
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Were  you  (Uscharged  by  proclamation  f-rsl 
was. 

Were  you  ever  charged  about  a  pigf<w> 
Never.  That  was  only  a  ipsde-up  stoiy. 

Mr.  Cwrran.^Indeed,  I  believe  it  was.  I 
am  sure  such  a  worthy  character^  you, wouki 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  What  reUg^ia 
are  tiie  prisoners  at  tke  bar  ?— I  saw  them 
mass  several  times. 

Do  you  l)elieve  they  are  ftonan  Catttolicif 
—I  do. 

Mr.  Biid  is  s  Mchani,  ii  ool  hnlL.I 

lieve  so. 

Mr.  Ilea4,  what  is  he?->I  can't  icU  vfatt- 

ther  he  isaoMrciiantornot;  butht  iontMp> 

keeper. 

I  ask  you  are  not  the  three  gentlemen  at 
the  bar,  Mr.  Bird,  Mr.  HaraiU  and  Mr.  Dela> 
hoyde  reputed  rich?— They  arc.  If  I  had 
money  and  laming  I  would  be  accounted  a 
gentleman  too. 

Are  they  rich  ?— I  can't  tell.    I  believe  so. 

Are  they  persons  of  good  characVex  and 
property— Tbev  are. 

Are  they  gentlemen?— Your  bread  depends 
on  rogues  and  sentiemen.  I  an  sura  yon 
wouid  have  no  busineBs  here  only  for  mm\ 
and  you  will  get  more  by  it  than  1  will. 

You  say  you  went  to  the  committees  were 
youn  nsemberr— No;  I  vasswora  mi  as  a 
common  man. 

Were  you  a  member? — Your  English  is  too 
much  for  me.  If  you  explain  yourself  I'U 
answer  you. 

Were  you  a  committee-man  ?— I  was  not. 

When  you  went  to  Sheridan's  house,  what 
were  tlu  v  di  ing? — I  found  them  daooliH 
about  disarmmg  the  Protestants. 

Whom  did  vou  find  there  1 — I  found  James 
Bird,  Roger  Hamill,  Matthav  Bead  ami  Mp 
Berriil. 

When  the  gentlemen  came  there,  who 
spoke  P— Mr.  Berriil  did. 

What  did  he  say  ?— He  said  Mr.  Dillon  of 
Manninstuwn,  althougli  a  Koman  Catholic^ 
expected  to  be  a  justice  of  peaca;  and  tW 
hewooldptttnDslimdermitbnqniv  and  eat 
him. 

Mr.  Cwvwn^Mr.  Murphy,  did  Ml  yen 

say  something  about  cxpcuscs  ? 

Murpkv,  —  Did  a  word  aevec  >lip  oo  yoUp 
that  you*d  wish  to  aecall  ? 

Did  you  swear,  that  Mr.  Berriil  said,  al- 
though Mr.  Dillon  vras  a  Roman  Catholic 
and  a  justice  of  peace,  he  would  roast 
eat  a  Defender?— I  say,  he  said,  tbataltfaougn 
Mr.  Dillon  expected  to  be  a  jattice  of  peace, 
and  was  a  Roman  CathoUc,  he  would  do  icbat 
I  said. 

Was  no  person  present  nt  the  landing  of 
the  arms  at  AunagasMu  Lui  iiernao  f-r-I  saidL 
Mr.  Matthew  Read. 

Were  either  of  the  traversers,  Mr.  Bii4aM^ 
lUmill,  or  Mr.  Delaiioyde  llicre  f-r-Mo, 

Did  you  ever  swear  they  wfra  IIm^^I 
never  did,  to  tlic  best  of  my  npjnitut 

If  you  ever  sfrore  th^  wci^  COllUlmte* 
gel)— I  my,  I  nam  awoia  tfaigr ' 
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If  j«n  had  sworn  so  by  aeeUoDt,  jra  woirid 

be  Wte  to  be  right,  for  Then  you  would  have 
•worn  both  wa^s. — I  did  not  swear  both  ways. 
So  the  plan  was,  t»  aisaim  all  ttie  FMes> 

tMJtS  ? 

Murp^,-^U  was  what  I  heard:  and  I  be* 
liefvit  ii  belter  knuwn  to  yoa  uma  tome. 

Ask  mc  a  proper  question,  or  I  wUllMfO  JOO. 

Mr.  Curram, — Sit  down. 

Ha^  yea  twen  at  Wmf— I  waa. 

Were  yo\i  there  at  the  trial  of  Bir.Fajf— 
^o:  i  am  sure  i  was  nut  there. 

Yob  bare  heard  of  Mr.  Fay  being  tried. 
Pray  had  you  any  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
Lynch  believo  7<M  goi  aote  bj  him  than 
I  did. 

Don't  you  think  him  an  entertaining 
pleasant  man? — He  ^avo  yoti  that  character. 
jOoQ't  you  give  me  ihc  same?— No;  I  do 
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you  a  Defender  ? — I  was. 
Did  you  get  any  orders  about  the  Protest- 
nUBf  Was  n  to  make  them  go  to  mamf— ^It 
was  to  pretest  tbm  foiag  cnner  oae  wsf  or 

thf  other. 

WaBittokillthom^  Or  tonandasklhtai 
if  they  were  ProtWtUlly  asd  RHodc  tfaom  oo 

the  bead  ?— No. 
What  did  you  expect  thou!— I  eipeetod 

that  f  would  get  what  livings  joo^  and  the 
like  of  you  have,  for  myself. 
Wfaal!  Did  you  nscao  to  torn  oeuaseDor? 

^Tf  I  got  inrnin,  I  doo'ldoobt  bul  Tdbota 
£ood  a  counsellor. 
Waa  it  your  ichoma  to  Inodc  the  Protest* 

ants  on  the  head,  and  that  vou  and  your  cora- 
|wgiion«  would  take  their  pbces  ? — Yes. 

I  suppose  you  intended  to  get  some  plea- 
sant place;  a  biitho|>rick  for  in8talleo^-^Yoli 
give  the  Court  occasion  to  kugh. 

How  soon  did  you  eipcct  the  French  i  Did 
diey  come  '-^No;  they  did  not  coma :  if  they 
came,  I  believe,  yo\i  would  be  more  afraid 
than  1 ;  aud  yuu  wouid  have  a  better  reason. 

Afo  Yoii  anto  ymi  owote  at  Dondatk  about 
yourself,  concerning  the  2tt:ick  an  Mr. 
3J'Clintock's  house?  Say,  what  did  you  do 
there  ? — I  said,  I  fired  shots  in  at  the  house. 

Was  that  your  first  lii 
atDundalk  ?— It  was. 
I  think  you  swore  ^  iren  brotqiht  there 
 ^  and  tbiid  time^— I  ma  not «  third 


Was  not  a  genderoan  saot  to  gaol,  and  ar- 
raigned en  your  inforroalion?— ThoTO  mi^t 
he  ten  or  hitv  to  do  it,  as  well. 

Cuk  you  wriQ  a  belief?—!  cannot  The 

gentlemen,  justices,  and  magistrates  never 
^ve  me  advice ;  but  left  me  to  do  as  I  pleased. 

Did  any  persons  speak  to  you  about  the 
prosecutions  ?— There  did.  TooSpeaiMraBd 
alderman  Hannan. 

Was  thai  any  considerable  iitne  at  ler  you 
were  eiamined  at  Doodalk  ?— It  was  not. 

WePB  you  protmscd  any  thing  for  what  you 
were  to  do,  or  uj  conseauence  of  acUnK  your 
part  wfll?  I  mtm  to  hmw  hInbM  it«r 


not  promUed  dagr  lUiig  wlmD  Ust  tooii|bt 

down. 

Were  you  not  promised  something  for  what 
you  were  to  do  n  Dmklalk  f— 1  was  not  pro* 

miscd  one  baU^nny-worih  of  brcar^ 

Were  you  not  is  guA,  and  sent  for,  to  osake 
inlbrniauon  P— I  was. 

Whom  diii  you  rhar|c  in  the  fir«t  informi- 
tion? — I  cliarged  ii«mi^  and  lighe,  and 
King. 

Did  yoa  make  the  informatiM  bsAlM  a 

magistrate  i — I  did,  before  two. 

Whom  did  you  charge  in  the  second  in- 
formation ?— I  charged  the  traversers  here. 

Can  you  recollect  the  day? — No;  I  saw 
them  go  by  the  gaol  under  a  guard  of  horse. 

Was  Mr.  Delahoyde  taken  to  gaol  tmder  a 
guard  of  It^ht  hor«e?— You  undentond |gull^ 
as  beuig  at)  old  pracUtiuiter. 

Did  you  hear  that  he  was  taken  out  of  hii 
bed  at  1 1  o*ch>ck  »t  night,  and  talMBto  Dlll^ 
lin  ? — Mr.  Delaiioyde  wa*  not. 

EHd  you  hear  the  othefs  wors  takaa  to 
Newgate  ?— I  heard  50 

Did  you  licar  they  remained  there  a  fort> 
mght  ?— I  believe  they  did. 
Will  you  point  ont  the  day  ? — I  cannot. 
Can  vou  tell  the  day  of  the  meeting  at  She- 
ridaa*sr^I  eaanot.  It  was  either  in  NovanWr 
or  December    I  cannot  say  exactly. 
Was  Sheridan  there  } — No  ;  he  was  not. 

Tlumo*  Murphy  cross-etaniiued  by  Mr.  Black" 
iarMe,ascdiiDaeI  lor  Matthew  Rdad. 

1  briiere,  Mi^.  Murphy,  I  had  the  pleaaiira 

of  seeing  you  at  Doidalk^— 'I  bid  BM  pkfti' 

sure  of  seeing  you. 

Had  vou  pleasure  in  it?— I  wetttdowaftem 
the  table  very  well  pleased. 

At  what  time  were  you  committed  to  gaol  ? 
—Either  upon  the  3 1st  of  October,  or  tho 
1st  of  de^mber. 

Can  you  swear  it  was  in  September?— No; 
but  F  am  sure  of  October. 

This  business  hnppeofd  io  November  or 

December  before? — Ve?. 

So  you  roved  about  at  large  all  that  ttmef 
Did  you  tell  the  people,  that  the  gentlemeilt 
at  the  bar,  Mr.  Delanoyde  and  the  rest,  wot 
Io  murder  all  the  Protestants?—!  did  not. 

Did  you  tell  anv  one  before?— No;  fae* 
cause  1  f  I  bad,  rd  be  shot  in  the  stoMla  or  tor 
my  bed. 

were  itn  kt  eoslo^  when  700  swonf 

against  Kenny  * — 1  vr:i<;. 

Did  you  swear  ag^nst  Smith  and  Orimesb 
semeneed  to  be  baagod  at  DandaUc  ^-^l  £d 
not. 

Do  you  know  Murtagh  ?— I  do,  since  pot 
to  gaol. 

Did  he  swear  against  Smith  and  Grimcf^f 
— 1  believe  Murtt^h  swore  against  some 
people.   I  cannot  swear  that  he  did. 

Did  you  hear  he  swore  agsinst  them  ?— I 
did.  He  might  have  sworn  against  fifty.  I 
could  tell  of  llty  Defenders  and  robbers  frooi 
thenar's  pto  to  Dimleer. 
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Do  you  know  a  robber  by  his  IcK^ks  f  did 
yon  ever  look  at  yourst^lf  in  a  elass? — If  I  was 
dressed  m  ^oux  clothes,  I'd  look  better  than 

Do  you  swpar  that  vou'd  koow  •  lObllcr 
by  looking  ai  him  ? — I  do  not. 

Are  you  a  robber  No. 

Don't  you  know  you  are  considprcd  a  rob- 
ber by  hearsay  P — I  do;  but  show  me  the 
man  that  will  prove  it 

Don't  you  sometimei  boait  of  it youraeif ? 
— -1  do  not. 

Did  you  never  say,  here's  lame  Murphy  the 
robber,  that  robbed  tlie  priest?— I  did  not. 

W  hen  did  you  swear  against  Kenny  i — Some 
time  in  September  last. 

Arr  yr  rj  ^tirr  it  was  in  September?— I  bo* 
lieve  It  \va<(,  before  Mr.  Schrales. 

Were  you  in  custody  wfaeti you  tworeagaiml 
Kenny  f—1  was. 

You  say,  it  was  in  Seplember;  was  it  be> 
ibre  Michaelmas    It  was. 

The  reason  you  diJ  not  swear  Ik  fun  wa«i, 
that  you  were  afraid,  while  ymi  were  at  large  f 
—I  had  a  p>od  right. 

^Vt■re  you  in  custody  till  after  Christmas, 
when  you  swore  agaiust  Mr.  Bird  It  was 
before  Christmas. 

How  long  was  it  from  the  time  you  swore 
till  he  was  taken  ?— About  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks ;  and  i  am  i»ure,  it  wa5  before  Christ- 
mas. 

Did  you  svrear  against  him  before  Mr. 
Suiitti,  the  mayor  ^ — I  did. 

Why  did  you  wait  so  long  >  were  you  not 
two  or  three  mootbi  ia  gaol  before  I  can- 
not swear. 

Whftt  do  you  boliovo  about  it?— I  cannot 
swear. 

What  did  you  swear  about  the  time — was 
not  it  the  aittof  October  or  Itt  of  September  ? 
— It  was  the  LMst  ut  A'li^utl  or  let  of  Sep- 
tcmber.   1  say  ttiat  now. 

You  say,  vou  did  not  swear  i^aiait  the 
gentlemen  till  Cbristmot?— I  did  not  swear 
against  ^y  one  since. 

€!mH.-^Did  you  twaar  mofe  than  one  iH" 
formation  against  the  traversers  I  swore 
three  inlbnnations  agamst  them. 

Cntf^.-iCan  you  recoUect  tlie  time?— I 

cannot  write.  But  it  was  before  ClirifltnHH>  I 
swore  all  the  intbrmations. 

Cmrt. — Do  you  recoUect  about  Dcccirtbtr 
or  the  18th  oi  January  last.'— Did  youthen 
awear  ag^nst  the  traventers,  Bird,  Hamill,  and 
Delaho^de.' — 1  cannot  .swear  pobitivcl^. 

Did  nut  you  mention  tlie  charges  m  your 
information  ? — I  did  ;  mifl  I  know  more  now 
than  1  did  ibcu,  but  i  ii  not  mention  it. 

Ceerfw— As  to  the  matter  on  trial,  did  vou 
eTer  *wear  against  the  traversers  more  tfiun 
oucc  / — i  did  tt^^ainat  some  of  them ;  but  can- 
not swear  posiuvely  without  telling  a  lie. 

Court. — ^Trv  to  rf<  unect, 

WuntM, — i  canuot,  1  might  know  tlien; 
but  by  the  tossing  about,  I  cannot* 

You  did  not  swoir  till  Chrisms^  tlthougji 
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you  knew  of  it  a  year  before  ?— T  do  not  swcnr 
It  was  a  year.  I  say,  it  was  about  a  year. 

Court. — What  do  you  sav  about  Mr.  H»- 
mill,  and  the  rest  P — I  say  Mr.  Bird  gave  mra 
crown  omofl^  Imt  did  not  mention  any  ioieft- 
tion. 

Did  joo  Ciur  tivMr,  thnt  anjof  the 

versers  gave  yott  money  on  anv  other  occa- 
sion ?-^id  you  swear,  that  any  committee 
nve  you  monqr^— No;  I  did  not  I  gwe 

them  mnnrv. 

For  what  reason  do  youtlnnk  Mr.  BirdEave 
you  tlie  money  ? — It  was  a  dead  time  Of  the 
year,  and  I  was  in  a  di.strcss*  <!  siin  uiort. 

A  Jaror.— Did  you  ever  work  ior  Mr. 
Bird  f— Never  but  once,  turning  some  malt. 

Juror.— Did  he  owe  you  money  ut  the 
time? — He  did  not. 

Why  did  you  apply  to  Mr.  Bird  P— «ts  it 
because  you  workr(!  for  him  *  It  was  not. 
It  was  fur  seeing  bun  there ;  aiul  he  was  the 
fiiat  T  met. 

Mr.  Altoruty  General. — With  trrcat  de- 
ference 1  would  suggest  a  question  to  the 
C^urt— Why  be  diunot  first  disdese  the 
whole  i 

Witness. — ^The  rea.son  was,  I  had  not  moeh 
indueuce  on  the  eentlemen ;  and  as  I  did  not 
know  them,  I  tSoqght  it  better  to  wait  tiD 
another  time. 

Dou't  you  know  more  now  than  you  mean 
to  disclose  i — you  reserve  it  in  petto  for  ano- 
ther time  i—l  do.  I  should  tiy  the  gpntio* 
men  first  before  I  tell  more. 

Court. — What  was  done  with  the  arms  you 
saw  brought  into  the  house  of  Read  ? — I  saw 
the  boxes  broken  with  stone  hammers,  and 
was  told  arms  were  to  be  pvon  to  Ofoiy  man 
of  Tieman's  number. 

Were  the  captains  of  Defenders  placed  over 
different  numners  P— They  were. 

Did  they  ask  you  to  take  a  gun  ? — They 
did.  But  I  told  them  I  had  a  Iwtter  of  my 
own. 

Did  you  see  the  arms  disiributedf— I  did 
not;  but  I  heard  tbay  were. 
Did  you  ever  swear  they  were  distributed  F 

— I  did  not. 

Are  you  sure  ? — All  I  swore  was,  that  I  saw 
the  arms  taken  out  of  a  boa  at  Tieman^,  and 

laid  against  the  wall;  they  were  wet  and 
rusty  with  the  salt  water ;  Tiernan  told  mr, 
he  was  to  distribute  them  to  his  own  number. 
I  did  not  see  him  distribute  aov. 

Cuuri.~l  should  be  glad  to  Lave  tiie msjOf 
to  identify  ilie  cuinuuiilions. 

Ralph  Smith,  esq.  M  tvor  ul  Drogheda,  sworn. 
— Examiueo  by  tbe  Cwui. 

[The  exsmfaiations  of  Murpbj  were  pro* 

duccJ.] 

Wsii  this  examination  of  Murphy  sworn 
before  you  f — It  was,  my  lord,  sworn  by  11^ 
mas  Murphy  on  the  table. 

When  that  examination  was  sworn,  did  you 
lead  it  lo  thoesaaunantN-I  did,tivoortfam 
timas)  first  befoia  it  ma  svom. . 
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Did  the  witness  make  do  objection  to  any 
thing  contained  in  it  ? — No,  ray  lord. 

Court.-^ln  the  examination  he  savs,  that 
after  BerriU  advised  the  attack  of  Mr.  M* 
Ointock's  house,  they  all  gave  him  money  r^t 
difijerent  times,  Mr.  Bird  particularly,  lie 
sPMrs  also,  thai  when  be  went  to  Annegmiin, 
he  was  told  the  arms  came  from  France,  anrf 
that  they  were  distributed  grata  to  sc  verul 
Doftadert.  He  iweanbendes,  that  he  helped 
to  escort  some  to  the  houM  of  FlaUick  Tier- 
nan,  at  Turfeckan. 

Thomas  Murphy's  examination  resumed. 

Court. — What  do  vou  say  as  to  the  money  i 
•—I  never  got  money  mm  any  of  them  but  Mr. 
Bird. 

A  Juror. — Did  any  of  the  committee  give 
|iHi  nooey  befereC— Is  H  befine  the  meet* 

mg  atTicrnnn's  .> 
^Juror.  Yes. 

Witnm.'—l  say  I  never  got  any  money  in 
ranrd  of  that  night's  meeting. 

By  tke$ame, — ^Did  you  ever  get  money  from 
any  other  f — I  do  not  remember. 

Court.— U  it  a  thing  you  night  htve  far- 
could  not. 

Mgrmard  Ormet  sworn. — Examined  by  Mr. 

Wtm  you  one  of  the  people  called  Defenders 
in  November,  1792  ?— -I  was. 

Wh.1t  rrlii^ion  do  yott  ptofessf— The  Ro- 
man (Catholic. 

Were  you  acquainted  with  Defenders,  m 
this  town,  of  your  reli^ous  petsusaionr — 1 
was. 

Were  you  ever  present  at  a  me^ne  of 
theirs  m  this  town  ?— I  was,  in  the  months  of 
September  and  November,  1793. 

Do  you  know  that  the  deseripUon  of  per- 
son»  called  Defenders,  intended  to  dispossess 
the  Protestants  of  their  arms? — Yes. 

In  what  counties?— In  Louth  and  Drofp- 
beda.  ^ 

Do  you  know  for  what  purpose? — It  was 
in  order  to  destroy  the  Protestant  religion, 
and  pay  no  tythes  or  taxes. 

Had  they  any  other  intention  ? — They  had. 
They  told  me  and  every  man  listed  as  a  cap- 
tun  of  Defenders,  that  we  should  get  weekly 
inonev.  until  we  should  get  arms  from  abroad. 

Do  ^ou  know  any  of  the  traversers  at  the 
tar  f — I  know  Matthew  Read  for  one. 

Was  he  a  Dctcntkr      !Tf  was. 

Can  you  mention  any  one  else? — James 
Bird. 

Was  be  a  Defender? — Tic  was. 

Any  one  else? — Koser  Uamill. 

Was  he  a  Defender r— He  was. 

Can  you  mention  an  ,  olhersF— Yei^Pntrick 
M*Cvr  and  Patrick  Kenny. 

Wb  Iw  a  captain  of  Defenders?— Yes. 

Any  other  persons?    Bartholomew  Walsh. 

Was  he  a  Defender  ? — He  was. 

Do  y6a  see  any  oHier  person  that  you 
Iqw^  to  bavo  been  a  Delimdir?— No. 
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—Yes. 

Were  you  applied  to  by  any  person  of  that 

body? — Yes. 

By  whom  ? — By  James  Devitt. 

Who  is  heP — He  was  one  of  their  bead 
commandetsin  the  county  of  Louth. 

Was  there  a  committee  of  Defenders  In 
this  town:'    There  was. 

Were  the  r  lamitlee  eompetent  to  swear 
persons  in  ? — They  were. 

Do  you  know  any  person  of  that  conumt- 
tee  in  this  town?'-!  do. 

Wcrr  sny  of  the  traversers of  that  eonunil- 
leei — Ihcy  were  there. 

Were  tlie  several  persons  at  the  bar,  all  of 
them  thrrc  ? — They  w  ere. 

Were  you  one  of  the  committee?— I  was. 

Were  you  ever  present  at  their  meetit^F-—- 

I  was. 

Where  did  theyasaemble  ?— In  the  house 
of  Bartholomew  Walsh. 

Is  it  in  town  ? — Yes. 

Did  they  assemble  at  any  other  house?— « 
They  did,  at  Peter  CahilFs. 
Do  CahiU  and  Walsh  keep  public  hon#a? 

They  do. 

Were  they  Defendm  ?— -They  were. 
CoMrt.— Is  that  Walsh  at  the  bar^*-Yee, 

my  lord 

Did  the  committee  meet  at  any  other  houscf 
—They  did,  at  the  house  of  James  Sberidatty 

in  Laurf>nrr  "^trfct. 

Do  you  know  of  the  traversers  meetinz  as  a 
coraraitlee  in  the  house  you  have  nameaiast? 
—I  do. 

Were  you  present? — was. 

In  what  fMut  of  the  house  did  they  meet? 
Was  it  above  or  bc!o^v  *  above. 

In  what  manner  did  they  sit  ? — They  sat 
round  about  as  yon  do  here,  on  chairs. 

For  wliat  purpose  did  they  meet  ? — To 
give  orders  to  me  and  the  Uke  of  mc,  what 
measures  we  should  take  as  captains  of  the 
Defenders. 

Were  you  present  when  the  orders  were 
given  to  the  captains  of  the  Defenders? — ^And 
m  what  month  I  was ;  and  it  was  in  the 
months  of  September  and  November. 

What  orders  were  given  m  those  months  i 
— Do  you  recollect  puticularly  the  day  or  the 
house  I  do.  They  met  at  Cahill's  house 
in  September. 

Wera  you  and  the  tmveiaers  piesentK— 
They  wrre 

Did  tiiey  sit  as  a  committee  of  Defenders, 
to  give  arms  to  the  Defimders?— They  did,  in 
September,  1792. 

VVho  brought  you  there.'— Patrick  Kenny. 

Was  he  a  eapbun  of  Defenders?— >lle  was. 

What  orders  were  given  to  Patrick  Kenny  ? 
—The  orders  tl)at  every  man  sworn  at  that 
time  got,  waft,  that  weekly  monqf  should 
be  given  to  thfliee  sworn  in»  to  get  arms  from 
abroad. 

From  what  country  ?— From  France. 
His  directions  were,  to  get  money  from  the 
Defenders  to  get  arms  ?— They  were. 
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raising  disturbances  ? — T  Ho. 

Were  there  diblurbauces  at  thai  Utm  ia 
Lsirth  aad  Drogbeda  f^Therc 

Wa<t  foreign  iid  espwIedf^-W* 

loised  it. 

Who  promised  itf— Hie  wMUmett  «l  ik» 
bar,  JaMM  BMi,  Bwgiff  ifiBMM  and  Mtlhew 

Read. 

Did      hnf  then  «pe«k  of  Ibrelgii  aid 

I  did. 

Did  jroo  boar  them  saj  ior  what  purpo«e  ? 
^They  and  it  was  to  back  the  Defenders. 

Do  you  know  of  any  other  orders?— I  do. 

What  were  they^—The  second  ordir  was 
to  take  tho  anm  «f  the  Protestants. 

Were  the  first  orders  to  raisa  aaonsyfbr 
the  purchase  of  arms? — ^They  were 

For  what  purpose  ? — It  was.  To  datrxnf  the 
Prctatant  reiigion  or  gH  tkttr  0Mlip-*4hij 
said,  that  the  Protestants  jt-erf  long  MsOlfA 
actr  them,  and  ihauid  beto  na  iongcr. 

Do  you  know,  wafetboM  any  money  Icried 
hv  the  captains  ia  pnnuanoe  of  tho  oraeiaf— 
There  was. 

Did  TOM  laisa  a&y  r-i  did  t  but  dM  not  re. 

turn  it. 

From  whom  did  you  get  it?— From  several 
jeo^le  in  «ba  oouBliys^  osa  ttootiott  a  han- 

_dai»i.^Did  jou  get  much  money  in  this 
^an■or^— I  got  aiboiit  sofon  or  eight  pounds. 

A  Jurar.— AVas  it  forlboDefealoMN-lfo, 
sir,  it  was  for  arms. 

Do  you  know,  were  arms  brought  from 
abroad  ? — I  do. 

Did  you  ever  see  any  ?— No;  but  T  {ir  anl  ^o. 

Do  you  recollect  anv  other  orders  given  at 
any  other  times  P^I  do. 

Did  you  say,  that  the  fir!«t  committf>e  swore 
«Dy  persons  attending  tiiat  were  not  room- 
berB?^I  did  not  Iney  would  not  bv  ad- 

fnittp<1  Itarring  they  belonged  to  it. 

Did  you  hear  any  ihuig  about  the  soldiers. 
IB  tha  oooMrittsaf-^a^l  ^ 

You  say,  there  were  risings  and  disturbances 
in  the  country  at  that  period  i — There  were. 

Do  yon  say,  the  gentfaMi  at  tba  bar  wore 
of  the  commtttec  that  dtrectsdlboproosodings 
of  the  uisurgenta  ? — 1  do. 

A  Jiirsrw—Name  tlie  persons  concerned. 

WHntu. — Jaincs  Bird. 

Do  you  sw^  positively  that  he  was  a 
nanbor  of  tiie  committee,  that  directed  tlie 
Defenders  ? — I  do. 

Who  elsef— Roiy  Hamill 

Who  else  ?— Matthew  iiead. 

Was  be  one  of  the  aBonbars  tlM  diiaded 
their  proceedings  ?— He  was. 

Who  else  ?— Fa&ick  Kenny. 

Who  alM  ?— Bartholomaw  Walsb. 

Any  one  else  ?—  I  doot  see  any  olVirr 

Do  you  take  on  yourself  positively  to  swear, 
that  these  gnntiwNB  ««n  of  that  onmittoa 
that  dii«aiidli»|mMilin|i€f  ifaaMaM 
—I  do. 
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A  Juror.->Where  does  ftHt  GhU  Sm 

in  town  ? — In  West-street. 

Do  you  recollect  any  nisntisa  nsade  oi  the 
church  at  iliat  meeting? — There  was. 

What  was  the  purport  ?— It  was  to  attack 
the  Protoslanta  andsoUien  at  chHth  aad  ia 

tiie  barrnrks. 

What  did  they  intend  by  this f— It 
Hid)  tiiala  party  of  Delenders  were  to  seize 
the  foldiers  and  Frote^ianis  at  chureh;  and 
another  party  was  to  go  to  the  banacksL  ani 
take  the  arms. 

Wliy  did  you  prefer  attacking  them  in  the 
church? — Was  there  any  reason,  why  you 
would  particularly  choose  to  attack  tiktm 
there  ?— The  ntfm  was  hut  wis  th^  had 
not  their  arms. 

A  Juror.— Dill  you  liear  this  talked  of  at 
the  comruittec  more  thaacsice? — |  beaid  it, 
when  the  meeting  was  held  at  CalalMi  !■ 
West  street, 

Cross-exaniinrd  by  Mr.  Fomonhy. 

Mr.  G^rimeSi  your  same  is  Bernard.  I  be- 
here    It  is. 

Are  /OH  bnthsr  to  Patrick  GtioMsl^ 

I  am. 

Ia  be  hanged  yf  t  ?— No. 

Was  he  not  capitally  convicted  of  behtt  6 
cantain  of  Defenders?— He  was. 

Why  has  not  he  been  hangedf— By  the 
interest  of  the  gentlemen,  I  suppose. 

Pray,  were  not  you  oonncisd  of  soflse 
fence  yourself?— I  was. 

Were  vou  pardoned  f  — I  mm  not.  1 
was  only  laid  ftoim  ht  two  noMhsimprisoaK 
ment. 

What  were  you  tried  for  ?— As  a  ( 

DeferMicrs,  and  heading  a  rioloos 
Vou  enUsted  I  believe? — ^I  did. 
And  deserted?— I  did. 
Fray,  £»ive  mc  leave  to  a'sV,  at  whnt  period 
you  became  a  committee-maa } — It  was  some 
time  in  179'.^  that  I  got< 

Those  articles,  I  auppoSCy 
mtseion  ^ — ^it  was. 

Have  you  it  aboot  yeu  ?— Mo ;  F  Iwsaaoti 
,  hudidyoudowithitf— Ifa«iitinlto 
I  geotleoian. 

T    To  what  f9enlleman^-^Ta  Ibdpii  Sndti^ 

iiKi}  ('r  'jf  nruLrhcda, 

At  what  time  ? — -Some  time  in  January. 

How  longwese  you  a  conrnnttee-mao  I-* 
From  the^l  goi «w aciidca tiH  aqr  ni» 
prisonmcnt. 

Were  you  at  a  meeting  of  the  committee  I 
—I  was. 

How  did  yon  get  y« 
my  tratle. 

What  tiadaf— A  weaver. 

Were  voti  made  a  captain  at  <»ce, 
you  filled  any  inferior  station?— I 

Were  you  admittad  into  the 
I  WAS  admitted  when  riptnin. 

Were  other  persons  admitted.' —  There 


7§Bf]  Roger  Hamtil,  and  Casimir  Delai 
lecxf-^l  QMi  «tU  «b»  WBatoMlBd.alUuit 

Who  were  the  persons  admit  ted  } — Several 
getitleinen  lA  llie  Ipw»  of  Omglwda  weie  «d- 

tpUtcd. 

Were  all  '&;eDtieni«i  ailiniU«d  as  well  as 
captains  ^-~No ;  except  of  that  ^ii!e. 

Ihea  all  gentlemen  Defenders  were  ad> 
nutted?— They  were. 

Do  you  know  any  tiling  of  captain  Thonoas 
UurpUy  i—l  dou't  know  an^'  »uch  capuio. 

Did  yda  tee  tlie  maa  that  m»  esiiBiJied 
bere,  at  Ibe  committee '  --!!e  was. 

Can  jreu  recollect  the  tune  when  vou  be- 
came first  acquainted  with  the  piacnces  of 
the  Defenders' -I  can  teoolleet  the  time. 
It  was  ia  Sprinei  1791* 

Do  recoileet  the  time  when  you  first 
gave  informatieii  ag|MOil  the  cooMiiiitlee* 
men     I  can. 

When  i — It  was  some  time  in  December  or 
Kovember,  1793. 

Do  you  mpan  last  December  ? — Ym,  ?ir. 

>V'bat  made  you  give  iuformatioa  last  De- 
cember or  Novemherrx-It  waa  huegwdte 
myowii  safety. 

why  Dot  before?  —  Because  I  tiiought 
tfMf  would  stand  true  and  loyal  to  efch 
other  as  before ;  but  I  saw  Ihey  did  not. 

Wiiv  did  you  think  your  own  safety  con- 
cmea  in  iir— I  ««•  not  poiitive  wre  whe> 
tber  or  not. 

I  do  ni>t  understand  that  Explain,  what 
imtde  you  think  your  own  aalety  ooncemed 
one  way  or  the  other;  and  why  you  thought 
tbe  inforaiatmn  neceaiary  ?«^Biipanie  I  never 
■B.W  many  burled  that  did  ao. 

And  su,  because  you  never  saw  many 
luirted  tlial  did  so,  you  thought  it  necessary 
for  your  safety  ? — What  do  you  mean  by  that? 
•^BecauaeliieeerMw  wof  th|B  apimfers 
hurted. 

You  turned  approver,  because  approvers 
were  not  hurted  I  turned approveryoectiiRe 
in  the  protection  of  llic  law. 

Were  any  other  persons  at  that  meeting 
fceiidee  Ihe  penone  yeu  raentioiiedf— There 
were. 

Whv  did  you  not  give  information  against 
tim  others  as  well  as  themf— If  eU  were  pre- 
eent  by  I  would  tell  you. 
.   You  gave  information  before  the  magia- 
tniH  eClhe  oowtjr  of  thia  tawnU  did. 

Why  did  you  coMfiiie  it  to  these  gentlemen? 

I  sew  seveni  al  that  meelingi  but  they 
eve  iM^  here. 

How  came  you  not  to  ^ive  information 
mgainst  them,  as  well  R^m^it  the  peieons 
here  ?~-I  did,  against  sevexai  u liters. 

Where  are  tMgr  ^-I  don't  know. 

Are  they  proiwcutcd  ?— I  did  not  hear. 

Where  <iu  they  live?  — In  the  county  o< 
Lowlh,  end  town  of  Droghcda. 

Where  do  they  live  now?  Whet  do  you 
hekeuti-^l  am  not  po&iUve  sur«u 

On  not  jrou  believe  they  are  at  heme  now  f 
— 1  can't  tell.  The^'  Tiia\  he  either  here  or 
at  iMuxt  i  I  don't  know  whether  or  not. 


oyrff,  SfC,      A.  D.  Vm.  {IGR 

Do  not  you  believe  tbeyera  either  at  home 
or  here?— They  majF  be  either  here  or  at 
home. 

Court. — Cannot  ymi  form  a  belief  whete 
thty  are  ? — My  lord,  i  cannot  lalL 

Court.— Cannotyott  form  a  belief  I  doolt 
know,  my  lord. 

Do  not  you  behcvc  lUey  lived  in  the  town 
long  after  yov  gava  the  iofecmelieB?-*1lN9r 
were. 

Pray,  Sir,  aa  you  are  so  well  aojuainted 
with  enure  firem  the  year  1791  to  thia  period, 
flid  you  hear  of  n\any  mcetingt  ef  AoBBBB Ca* 
tboiks  in  this  town     1  did. 

Did  yon  hear  that  Mr.  Biid  and  Mr. 
liamill  were  active  about  the  Uonian  Catholic 
buainessy  and  of  resolutions  beiqg  publiahed 
in  the  newspapers  f-^I  did. 

Court. — What  WL-re  the  mcetkigs  of  the 
Catholics  about  ?->It  was  about  the  Uoauuk 
bill,  and  their  petition  to  government. 

Can  you  rea^d    I  can. 

Did  you  ever  read  of  Mr.  Bird's  or  Mfu 
Uamill's  names  in  the  newspapers?'—!  did. 

Dkl  you  hear  of  aiMeCiag  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  Dublin,  of  wlml  waa  ealled  theif 
convention  f «~I  did. 

They  were  appoiBlBi  dellfMM  to  that 
meeting  ? — Tlicy  were. 

They  were  very  active  P — ^They  were. 

When  the  committee  ntct  at  Shcridai^ 
snd  (^^hill's  houses  had  tb^  drinkf— No; 
they  had  not. 

In  what  room  hi  8heiidan%  honeawae  Hm 
meeting  held  ? — In  aback  room  up  stairs. 

Uow  many  pair  of  stairs  ?->4  cannot  tel^ 
nor  I  wont 

How  muhv  pair  up  ?— T  r8n*t  tell. 

What  room  io  Cabill's  houae  did  they  sit  in  f 
— In  a  room  fronting  the  etreel. 

How  many  pair  of  rtrim  up?— I  tmf. 
tell. 

Cannot  you  teii  how  high  un^ — it  waa 
the  fint  room  when  you  go  up,  BaMiog  tba 

street 

Do  you  recollect  what  furniture  was  in  the 
room,  at  Slieridan's  F — ^There  were  soma 
chairs,  a  tabl^  and  a  bed.  I  believe' theit 
waa  a  chest. 

Do  you  recollect  what  famitme  was  at 
Cahill's.^ — ^Thcrc  rrnf  chaira  and  It  found  takHip, 
ill  was  a  decent  looking  place. 

Do  you  reeoUect,  at  what  hour  tbcj  matf 
— Always  in  the  evening  on  Stindajitir  hoji* 
days.  They  went  one  by  one. 

Do  you  receUect,  bow  many  peeoie  used 
to  ha  thaie^  whan  thay  «U  mflt  W  tmrni 
tell. 

To  the  best  of  your  belief?— I  never  took 
an  account  of  the  mnuher.'  There  were  wva> 

ral  people. 

Do  yuu  think  tliere  were  SO  or  40  ?  Think 
what  nttalher^— TlM  mom  could  not  'boM 
many.    Not     mnny  as  you  thmk. 

Uow  many  do  you  tltink  f  Were  there  90 
at  any  uMoHittr  Were  there  M  persona 
present  at  any  ttnt  f«-Not  of  the  lower  eiaaa 
of  people. 
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You  say  severa]  gentlemen  used  to  go  to 
the  meeting  that  arc  nut  here  ? — Yes. 

Will  you  name  bome  of  Uie  geDttemMltbat 
used  to  be  there  ? — 1  will. 

Mr.  Fonsonbjf, — Name  every  man  you 
know. 

Witness.— There  w.is  Roddv  Tl  un ill,  James 
Bird,  Matthew  liead,  Feter  CahilJ,  Philip 
DaSfyt  T^t  M'Cay,  John  Berrill. 

Mr.  Atfornn/  General.  —  My  lord,  with 
sr^t  delereoce,  1  mubi  object  to  any  tarther 
Ssdonireof  hums  of  pcrscmt  not  on  their 
trial.  Throughout  the  circuit  it  has  ticcn  ihc 
custom  to  stoj»  such  proceedings  in  iminc. 
Ifpennitted,  it  might  throw  imptitationt  on 
innocent  persons,  wad  furnish  the  gi^ty  an 
opportunity  to  tly. 

Court.—  I  object  to  aslc  him  any  more  of 
the  particular  persons  there. 

Mr.  Potud^bjf. — My  lord,  my  object  h,  to 
liavc  them  confronted  with  the  evidence. 

You  are  inre,  James  Biiti,  Roger  Ilamill, 
and  other  persons  gave  you  direciion«,  to  get 
money  for  the  Defenders,  which  you  kept  and 
did  not  give  up  i—Thtj  did. 

How  much  money  did  you  get  from  each 
person  ? — I  got  according  to  their  abiUty. 

Yott  were  ordered  to  get  b  shilling  from 

one,  lialf-a-crown  frfMii  another,  and  so  on  for 
Urn  purpose  of  buying  arms  in  1  ranee  ? 
And  that  was  sud  m  the  eommiHee  F'^It 
was. 

Is  Mr.  Bird  a  rich  or  a  poor  man  i—l  hear 
be  is  «  rich  man. 

Is  Mr.  Ilamill  conMdcrr  1  i  matt  of  wealth? 
—Yes ;  the  same  as  the  other. 

l>o  not  you  think,  if  they  wanted  arms, 
they  could  lay  out  their  money  without  dis- 
closing their  plan  to  so  many ;  and  that  it 
would  ne  safer  than  to  send  such  a  number  of 
people  about,  collcctinf^  money  ? — I  do. 

Were  not  they  hghting  in  France  at  that 
time,  and  do  not  you  think  the  arms  would 
be  wanting  for  their  own  use? — Do  you 
think  they  were  cheaper  there^— I  was 
told  so. 

What  gaol  were  you  sent  filst  to  after  your 
return  from  Kn<;!and  ? — I  was  ?<»nt  f.rst  to 
Drogheda  when  taken,  and  attcrwaxds  trans> 
mitled  to  Dtindalk. 

Did  von  give  inf'  rmntion  of  thc<:c  mnttcrs, 
when  first  sent  to  Dundalk  csol.  or  m  Drog- 
heda?-! did  not 

Did  you  hear  thr  Frrncli  were  to  corae  ? — 
And  do  not  you  thmk  they  are  very  Kood 
feUows,  and  would  give  you  tnns 
several  parts  of  Fnace  am  not  under  the 
Roman  rules. 

What  do  you  mean  by  being  under  rules  ? 
-—I  can't  give  any  reason. 

Does  not  it  seem  odd,  if  \hc.  French  were 
ffood  friends,  that  ihey  would  demand  money 
for  arms  P— It  does  seem  a  litlhiodd. 

You  say,  your  brother  was  capiiiUj  aw- 
victed  at  Dundalk  ? — lie  was. 

IKd  your  brother  receive  his  peidoB  before 
jour  iafoimstion 1  heheve  not 
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What  crimp  were  you  convicted  of?— For 
being  captain  ui  the  Defenders,  and  heading  a 
riotous  mob. 

Were  yon  disrhirgcd  from  Dundalk  ?— I 
was  brought  toenii&tand  sent  abroad;  but 
did  not  go  voluntaiiiy. 

You  ^ly  amon!:  Dthfr  persons  present  at 
the  meeting,  you  saw  Mr.  M'Cay? — Can 
you  point  him  out? — I  can. 

[II err  the  witncBB  identified  Mr.  H*Gs7 
in  cuurt.1 

Look  Mont,  do  jou  see  any  mora?— Icin\ 
see  anymore. 

Crasa-examincd  by  Mr.  Dohht,  counsel  for 

Barth<jlor»£tu  Walsh. 

Did  you  ever  get  any  Uun^  as  an  approver? 
— "So. 

Who  jNiichaied  that  eostf-^y  owm 

money. 

Who  made  it    Pstridc  'Reman,  tailor. 

Who  bought  the  cloth  * — 1  ierr.an. 
You  said  you  paid  for  the  coat  yourself? — 
Did  you  dve  the  money  to  Tieman  tapay 

forit?— fdil. 
Aud  paid  hiiu  for  makine;  it  ? — I  did. 

Exammed  by  the  Court. 
You  say.  at  the  neetiiig  you  deterihsdi 
Dird,  lianuiU  Read  and  Watab  woe  preaeat? 

—I  do. 

Do  you  know,  whether  any  of  the  odier 
persons  are  on  trial  besides  ? — I  do  not. 

Court. — Look  iit  the  dock,  and  SOC. 

A  Juror. — Name  ihem. 

IFiVnai.— There  is  Patrick  Kenny,  Ifat- 
thrw  Read,  Bartholomew  Walsh,  Kofer&k* 
mill,  and  James  Bird. 

Is  there  any  other  person  in  or  about  the 
dock,  that  you  saw  Ut  the  mceUngsF-^Tbem 

is  not,  my  lord. 

Do  you  Icnow  any  otfier  of  the  men  on 
trial  bendes  those  you  hate  named?— I  do 

not, 

[The  clerk  of  the  crowm  being  ordered  by 
the  court  to  read  the  names  of  the  tra- 
versers,  read  the  names  of  Roser  Hamill, 
James  Bird,  Caj»imir  Delahfyrae,  PaUick 
Tiernan  and  Bartholomew  Walsh.] 
Did  you  eter  see  Debheyde  or  Tieman  at 

the  meetings,  or  any  persons  of  that  naow^ 

— did  not,  my  lord. 
Coaif .— Lst  Ddahoyde  and  Tieman  stsni 

forward. 

Did  you  ever  swear  eiaminations  sninsfr 
either  of  those  persons  ?— I  did  in  Dsopwda, 

for  taking  oaths  in  the  cwmty  of  Ix)ulh. 

Did  you  ever  swear  against  either  of  them, 
for  any  other  offence  besides  talcing  tfaeoatbsr 
— I  did  not  my  lord. 

I  think  y<»n  etid  you  never  saw  either  of 
them  at  any  ot  the  meetings  you  have  Boen- 
tioned  ?— I  didnot,myh»d»saeeilfasrof  ^hflin 
at  the  meetings. 

When  did  you  swear  a^unst  Tteroan  b€ 

tendering  ^r*^^   " —   

ber»  If  09. 
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Did  ^ou  ev«r  swear  agpfant  Tiemu  at  lay 

Other  time? — I  did  not. 

Did  vou  ever  swear,  that  Patrick  Tiernan 
was  a  member  of  the  comaiitliee  jou  apdte 

of  I— I  'Hd  not. 

Or  an^  person  of  that  name  ? — No. 

Do  you  know  Patrick  Tieman  well  ?— Ido. 

\Vhcrc  ih"'^  lie  live At  Turfeckan. 
Did ^ou  ever  know  him  to  be  at  any  of  the 
tOBiintllees  f-^I  did  not. 

Did  you  ever  swear  he  was? — No,  n\v  lorr!. 
Do  you  write  your  name  ? — 1  do,  my  lord. 

£Gnme5's  e.\aniination  sworn  before  Alder- 
man Uarman  being  produced,  and  bis  sig- 
nature being  shown  to  him,  be  aduioW' 

*  ledged  it  to  be  bis  wiHiog.} 

Is  that  the  emntiietiflo  MHiia  bjyouf— 

It  is,  ray  lord. 

Aldcrniaa  Harmon  sworo  and  esatiiined. 

Mr.  Ilannaoj  do  you  know  that  paper  ? — It 
It  tbe  esatnlmUon  of  Bernard  Gnines  taken 

by  me. 

Of  that  person  oa  ibetabia  truly?— Tci4y 
it  is. 

Bernard  Grimet's  examination  continued. 

"you  have  never  seen  Tieruaii  at  any  of  the 
MeeliuM,  nor  sworn  you  did  f— I  did  not. 

Could  you  have  done  so  and  forgot  ? — I 
never  swore  against  him  for  being  at  a  corn- 


Count  (0  Ihe  Clerk  of  the  Crown. — There  -\re 
names  in  this  exami.-atton  that  ouj^ht  not  to 
lie  teed.  Bead  the  examination,  omitting  the 
Vames  of  all  hul  li  e  traverser.s. 

The  following  extract  from  the  examioa- 
txmfl  was  read  by  the  clerk  of  tbe  crown 

That  he,  Bernard  Grimes,  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  committee 
Mtting  in  Dro$:heda  for  the  ^uri>oi>e  of  over- 
turning  the  Protestant  religion  and  govern- 
ment,«.Vc  TI  it  Patrick  TiernanofTurfeckan 
in  the  coomy  ot  Louih  s'.  iis  a  member  of  the 
eoromiltee,  and  seen  by  the  cxaminant  either 
at  the  hou5e  of  Cahill,  Sheridan,  or  Walsh. 
^  Court  — 1  hat  is  enough.  The  esamina- 
tkio  ilatee  all  the  committee.  Did  yen  ever 
swear  ihut? — I  did  not,  my  lord. 

Court  .—You  niLiy  ;2;u  duwij. 

£liere  the  ca»e  for  the  Prosecutioa  rested.] 
Defekcb. 

Mr.  Cbrr«if.->llefng  eoonset  for  tbe  tra- 
"versers  Mr.  Bird,  Mr.  Hamill  and  Mr.  Dela- 
boyde,  now  on  trial,  i  find  it  necessary,  with- 
out proceeding  farther,  to  offer  to  your  lord- 
ship and  this  very  respectable  jury,  some  ge- 
neral obf-crvdlions  on  the  extraordinary  ca';e 
of  my  chcnts,  and  the  singular  preposlerous- 
ness  of  the  charj^cs  in  tbis  accttsetkin,  as  laid 
before  you  in  evidence. 

It  is  an  accusation,  that  ot  its  nature  must 
involve  e  black  degree  of  enormity  in  any 
coantry.    It  implies  a  criminal  intention, 
wbich  if  carried  into  effoct  musC  looscu  every 
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bond  of  society,  and  plunge  that  country 
wbich  should  unhappily  oe  the  theatre  of  such 
atroci^  into  the  most  inconceivable  state  of 
calamity  Wo4  wretchedness ;  no  matter  bow 
rich  and  prosperous  might  be  its  previous  con- 
dition. The  eaistence  of  a  btale  is  like  tlie 
existence  of  fife  in  man ;  end  to  tdle  exis* 
ten  re  from  th^  political  body  is  similar  to 
taking  tiie  life  of  an  individual;  with  tbis^^ 
(erenee,  ^siC  the  eonseqaeoee  of  tbe  one  is 
ho  vastly  superior  to  that  of  the  other,  that 
to  dctermme  the  proportionate  criminality 
would  be  as  viuonary  as  impossible. 

The  cberge  against  my  clmnts  is— that  tbegr 
are  enemies  to  their  country  and  its  govern- 
ment ; — that  they  are  adverse  to  its  settle- 
ment, its  peace  and  its  prosperity that  tbcy 
have  formed  plans  to  spread  general  [^con- 
tent, confusion  and  divisions.  Tor  the  purpose 
of  destroying  Uie  advantages  derived  to  tbe 
nation  from  a  <^tate  of  well  ordered  tr^nqnil- 
lity : — and  that  for  carrying  such  an  ahomU 
nable  project  mto  exeeotk»i»  th^beveeinw 
ployed  for  iheira^siitttbe  gretlektOiiscreantt 
in  society ! 

It  is  that  sort  of  guilt,  at  countenancing 
which,  every  man  of  diaractir  eild  sensibility 

must  recoil.  But  it  is  for  you  gentlemen,  to 
coDifider,  that  an  offence  of  sucii  great  enor- 
mity is  not  lightly  to  bebdieved^  radreqiiiree 

to  be  proved  by  the  strongest  evidence. 

It  is  not  uiy  inteutron  at  present  to  cntec 
into  any  very  minute  observations  on  the 
evidence  which  has  been  this  day  laid  before 
vou ;  if  that  shall  be  necessary,  one  of  the 
learned  gentlemen  bere,  will  do  so. 

There  are  few  genera!  circumstance b  u[ mii 
which  to  observe  from  the  facts  related  in 
evidence.  The  stste  ot  the  country  for  some 
time  past,  end  particularly  the  state  of  that 
body  of  your  fellow-subjects  against  whom 
suspicion  and  calumny  ^eeiu  to  have  been 
directed,  tse  ciiciuBStaaces  that  must  here  be 
obstTved  upon,  and  cannot  fail  of  exciting  in 
}  OUT  minds  some  of  the  tendere&k  feelings. 

In  last  year's  parliament,  one  of  the  most 
glorious  triumphs  that  ever  this,  country  wit- 
nessed, was  obtained  by  that  body,  over  the 
blaeke&t  prejudice  end  injustice,  exasperated 
by  imaginary  wrongs.  That  fatal  disunion, 
from  which  for  ceottiries  great  individual 
calamity  and  public  disquietude  bad  arisen^ 
bad  the  axe  laid  to  its  root  by  the  senat*;  of 
the  nation.  And  there  was  no  cood  ntan  m 
the  community,  who  did  not  Iook  to  the  con- 
sequences of  it  to  be,  the  security  of  the 
peace,  industry  ami  happiness  of  the  country^ 
and  au  exemption  from  the  calamities  of  the 
naliensy  around  tti.— Upon  such  a  ^reat  occa- 
sion, there  must  necessarily  Ic  divfr^ity 
opinions ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  «ay,  that  pre- 
judices are  not  yet  rMBOveitftom  persons  of  n 
lower  description. 

There  was  at  that  time,  air  obloquy  thrown 
out  against  the  committee  of  our  eathoKe 
bretliren  sitting  at  Dublin ; — but  I  spe.ik  in 
tbe  prescAce  oU  ffotcstattt  jufy  and  a  protes* 

3  D 
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Unt  Judge,  and  I  My,  tiiat  in  histor>'  there  is 
no  rxample  of  any  such  proceeding  being 
Carried  on  with  more  decorous  traoqoillity 
and  strictly  legal  propriety.  Their  otderly, 
decent  and  respectful  perse%'erance  was 
crowned  with  that  success,  which,  it  was  ima- 
gined, would  confer  happiness  on  themselves, 
and  on  whose  who  were  to  come  after  them. 
It  was  ex|«€cte(L  the  disturbances  which  had 
been  occasioned  hy  a  ruinous  system  of  law, 
tvould  be  done  away ;  and  that  there  would 
he  a  coiilition  of  all  parties,  formed  into  one 
united  phalanx,  and  feeling,  that  their  country 
could  never  be  piospcrous  or  happy,  without 
a  general  puticipalion  of  freedom  to  all  its 
people. 

A  privileged  order  in  a  stale,  nay  in  wme 

sort,  lie  compared  to  a  solitary  mdividual 
separated  from  the  society,  and  unaided  by 
the  reciprocal  converse,  affeeUons,  or  support 
of  his  fellow  men.  It  is  like  a  tree  standing 
singly  on  a  hieh  hill,  and  exposed  to  the  rude 
concussions  of  every  varying  blast,  devoid  of 
fruit  or  foliage.  If  you  plant  trees  around  it 
to  shade  it  from  the  mclemency  of  the  blight- 
ing tempest,  and  secure  to  it  its  adequate 
supply  of  sun  and  moisture,  it  quickly  assumes 
all  the  luxuriance  of  vegetation,  and  proudly 
rears  its  head  aloft,  fortified  against  the 
noxious  gales  which  aetata  and  wither  the 
unprotcctrd  brambles  lying  without tilft  varge 
of  the  plantation. 

Upon  this  principle  aftted  the  dying  man, 
whose  family  nad  been  disturbed  by  domestic 
contentions.  Upon  his  death-bed  he  calls 
bis  children  around  him ; — he  orders  a  bundle 
of  twigs  to  be  brought ;— he  has  them  untied; 
•^hc  e}ve<i  to  each  of  them  a  single  twig; — 
Be  orders  them  to  be  broke:  and  it  is 
done  with  facility. — He  next  orders  the 
twigs  to  be  united  in  a  bundle,  und  orders 
each  of  them  to  try  their  strength  upon  it 
^They  shrink  from  the  task  as  impossible. 
—Thus,  my  children  (continued  the  old  man) 
it  is  UNION  alone  that  can  render  you  secure 
against  the  attempts  of  your  enemies,  and 

Preserve  you  in  that  slate  of  h^i^Desa  which 
wish  you  to  enjoy. 

Such  sbouM  be  the  effects  of  the  liberty 
conferred  by  the  act  of  the  last  session  of 
parliament ;  and  such  I  believe  they  would 
f>c,  if  nut  for  the  misconceptions  of  a  lower 
dMcriptionof  people,  who  may  have  imagined 
that  a  more  respectable  order  of  persons  had 
tha  aame  passions  and  dispositions  as  them- 
aelves.  I  cannot  attribute  the  accusation 
altogether,  to  i!ic  irri  ntilar  proceedings  going 
forward  for  some  time  in  this  part  of  the 
countiy;  butratlier  to  vague  dnrges,  which 
I  have  read  with  concern,  bfOUght  against  a 
description  of  persons,  the  calamities  of  whose 
ancestors  roust  have'pectiliarly  influenced  to  a 
demeanor  directly  Uie  contrary. 

However  ruinous  the  charges  again<>t  the 
individuals  may  be,  that  alone  docs  not  turnii- 
nata  the  mischiiT.  Ihcse  reports  will  go 
abroad,— they  wiU  be  cairied  to  the  seat  ot 
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government ;  and  it  b  impossible  to  say  what 
impressions  may  be  made  there  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  a  great  portion  of  our  countrymen. 
But,  would  to  Ooa !  the  powers  m  Engbmd 

were  present  this  day,  to  hear  the  charges 
made  against  a  respectable  body  of  persons, 
and  the  manner  in  wMch  ftwj  have  been 
attempted  to  be  proved. 

It  nelongs  to  me  to  speak  only  of  three  per- 
sons, Mr.  Bird,  Mr.  liamill,  and  Mr.  Dela- 
hoyde.  It  is  not  the  unhoused  vflUuis  aid 
profligate  vagabond  upon  whom  you  sit  in 
judgment.  It  is  the  opulent  and  respectable 
merchant, —the  man  who  owes  every  thing 
to  his  public  character.  This  is  the  descrip- 
tion of  men  to  be  trted. — it  cannot  possibly 
be  ioMgined,  that  the  plan  had  been  fiirmed 
to  excite  previous  prejudices  in  their  favour 
If  it  was,  the  manner  of  their  arrest  and  sui>> 
sequent  treatment  shows  them  to  have  been 
much  disappointed^Mr.  Bird  was  taken  out 
of  bis  bed  al  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  and 
brought  to  the  capital,  under  a  military ^ard, 
after  a  very  uncomfortable  imprisonment  m 
one  night  in  the  town-house. — He  was  not 
indulged  ui  the  common  decencies  of  impri- 
sonment— nor  sutlcred  to  enjoy  the  visits  of 
his  friends — an  imlulgcncc  pcrmillrd  to  the 
most  fia^tious  criminals,  however  low  their 
description^— Pen  and  Ink  were  denied  him ; 
and  he  was  brought  to  the  capital,  and  there 
lodged  among  the  vilest  malefactors. — lie  ap- 
pliM  to  tfie  court  of  Ktng's-bench  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  bail,  fancyinj^  from  his  clvaractcr  be 
would  be  admitted. — ^"I  hat  was  denied  him.— 
From  this,  it  might  be  imagined,  that  there 
was  some  respectable  witness  or  prosecutor  of 
character  to  criminate  him.— Xou  have  all 
seen  and  heard  them. 

I  certsunly  consider,  that  when  crimes  of 
this  kind  :ire  committed,  it  must  be  nccr>5ary 
that  some  of  the  parties  concerned  should 
turn  approver I  am  well  aware,  that  to 
shut  out  such  from  e.xamination,  would  be  to 
stop  public  justice ;  but  yet,  I  did  imagine, 
that  in  the  present  case  some  resectable  wit- 
ness woidil  conic  forward  to  disclose  the  tur- 
pitude of  the  olfonce. — ^To  support  the  enor- 
mous charges  in  the  indictment,  one  Murphy 
has  been  produced.  But,  as  gentlemen  who 
are  chosen  to  deride  on  a  matter,  upon  the 
issue  of  which  the  saletv  of  a  crcat  part  of 
the  population  of  Ireland  depends,  I  ask  you, 
— is  there  safety  for  the  life  of  any  man,  if 
the  testimony  ol  such  a  witness  has  weight  in 
a  court  of  justice? — Upon  his  examination, 
he  declared  to  the  learned  judge,  that  he  bad 
been  examined  before,  al  Duudalk,  and  ac- 
knowledged, that  there  the  jury  showed  no 
ri -^jH  ct  to  his  cvith  iicc;  and  therefore  be  did 
not  wish  to  be  examined  !  I'o  decide  on  the 
evidence  of  a  man  having  such  apprehensions 
of  himself,  a  jury  shoulu  decide  with  cxtmne 
caution.  The  man  to  be  believed  by  a  re- 
spectable jury  against  respectable  persons,  is 
Murphy,  confessedly  a  roUier  by  chameli^ 
.tried  twice  in  another  county  upoo  cfaaifp  oi 
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•  flagitious  nature,  aod  discharged  out  of 
court  by  proclamation — If  you  believe  him, 
^'ou  must  credit  the  testimony  of  a  roan  who 
acknowledges  himself  to  have  fired  shots  into 
the  house  of  Mr.  M'CUntock  witli  an  intent 
to  commit  murder.  When  the  prosecutor 
lodged  these  emniiMtions,  it  appears  be  was 
in  gaol,  in  actual  custody. 

It  is  npw  for  you  to  consider,  whether  in 
ywt  imbtassed  judgment  the  story  hanes  well 
together  ?~Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  HamilT,  it  is 
well  known,  exerted  themselves  mucli  in  for- 
warding the  cause  of  the  Roman  Catholics. 
Tou  are  told,  tfauese  gentlemen  formed  com- 
mittees in  alehouses; — tiiat  they  there  asso- 
ciated wiiii  the  vilest  miscreants,  tu  assassi- 
nate the  Protestants  of  the  land,  at  a  time 
when  the  object  they  had  in  view  was  going 
on  prosperously  in  the  legislature  of  the  na- 
tion !— Is  it  likely,  that  at  such  a  period,  they 
jirould  form  a  plot  for  the  extermination  of 
itfieir  Protestant  fellow-subjects? — Such  a 
iiuppodtioD  is  contrary  to  common  sense.  Is 
it  likely  that  a  country  reduced  to  such  an 
^nhapp^  state,  that  manufacturers  arc  in  a 
state  of  requisition  for  the  fabrication  of  arms, 
should  be  conudered  an  eligible  market  for 
their  purchase  ? — It  is  to  me  peculiarly 
museous  to  take  up  much  of  your  time  in  de- 
scribing the  character  of  a  wretch  like  Mur- 
phy, T  shall  thcrefure  proceed  to  the  matter 
sno&t  worthy  ot  your  consideration. — .Some  of 
the  jury  who  sit  hereto  day,  sat  in  this  court 
yesterday.  They  must  have  heard  the  obser- 
vations made  hy  the  learned  Judge  who  pre- 
sided—^ If  (said  the  learned  judge)  a  wit- 
ness forswears  himself  in  any  material  cir- 
cumstance jnakiog  a  subsUintive  part  of  the 
accusation  upon  which  the  prusecutiun  is 
grounded,  the  rest  of  his  evidence,  although 
It  may  be  true,  should  he  discredited.'* — I 
speak  this  in  the  recollection  of  several  geu- 
tfenen  present  If  I  have  stated  it  wrong,  I 
ijWire  they  will  set  me  riglit. — Gentlemen, 


I  now  call  upon  you  tu  put  this  principle  la 
practice.— Murphy  swore  in  his  examinations^ 
that  he  saw  money  dibtributed  at  the  com- 
mittee upon  several  times  and  occasions ;  and 
that  all  the  persons  charged  gave  the  ezami- 
nant  money  at  several  times.  Does  not  all 
this  appear,  from  bis  own  evidence,  to  be 
false? 

Gentlemen,  upon  such  an  occasion  as  this, 
ibere  is  no  man  but  may  be  drawn  beyond 
the  line  of  calm  discussion.  For  that  reason, 
I  have  studiously  endeavoured  to  argue  the 
suWci  t  coolly  ;  and  therefore,  to  come  to  a 
cool  exammation  of  facts.— Did  Murphy,  in 
bit  examination,  swear  he  gut  money  from  all 
the  triversers  at  the  bar,  and  did  he  un  the 
table  swear,  he  got  money  but  from  one  ? — 
And  is  there  any  jury  that  iHll  be  so  base,  as 
to  found  a  conviction  upon  surh  evidence  ? — 
I  am  well  aware,  geiitlMneo,  that  nothing  is 
more  stronsly  corroborative  of  the  truth  m  an 
evidence^  tnsm  little  accidental  deviations  in 
iDiqutenal  fiiicuiiutaBCM.  Xi^piesealiwist 


appear  to  you,  however,  quite  a  contraiy 

What  has  he  said  of  arms? — In  his  exami- 
nation it  is  stated,  that  he  saw  a  box  of  arms 
landed  at  Annagassin  and  distributed. — What 
has  he  said  himself  on  the  table  f — That  he 
did  not  see  them  distributed,  but  laid  against 
a  wall.— Is  this  no  material  circnmstsaee  in 
the  prosecution?  If  you  ask,  is  it  material?  I 
tell  you,  it  is.  It  is  a  jiart  of  the  charge  for 
procinnjp  and  distributmg  arms  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Protestant  government.  I  speak 
in  the  presence  of  the  court,  and  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  my 
personal  respect  for  whom  prevents  me  from 
saying  what  he  knows  I  think  of  his  conduct. 
— The  procuring  of  arms  for  the  purpose  spe- 
cified is  a  circumstance  hig^  material  to  the 
prosecution.  It  amounts  to  an  act  of  high 
treason.  I  mention  this,  to  show,  upon  tluU 
fact  you  have  certwn  evidence  of  peijury. 
You  have  better  evidence  of  the  fact,  than 
if  he  had  been  indicted  for  perjury.— >You  have 
the  man  confronted  by  his  own  oath.  When 
a  man  swears  two  wa^s  upon  the  nme  fiic^ 
it  is  physically  impossible  that  lie  should  not 
be  perjured. 

1  here  is  another  penon  braught  forward  as 
a  witness  in  this  prosecution,  whose  state  in 
society  it  is  diflicull  to  ascertain.— He  was 
indicted  —  tried  —  convicted-^'  pardoned —  en- 
listed— deserted — retaken — brou^^ht  to  gaol,  and 
becomes  an  approver  /  It,genilcinen,  you  apply 
the  same  rule  to  this  man,  you  are  to  con- 
sider, has  he  also  perjured  himself  in  a  mate- 
rial tact? — Gentlemen,  it  is  for  you  to  exer- 
cise your  judgment  in  this  aflair.— *I  had  not 
the  informations.  It  was  impossihlc  tor  me 
to  know  any  tiung  about  Ticrnan ;  impossible 
for  me  to  be  acquainted  with  the  lac^  of  his 
liaving  lodged  an  information  against  him,  as 
he  (h  nicd  it  on  the  table. — In  the  informa- 
tion read  by  his  lordship,  the  examinanl  says, 
he  knew  the  place  of  Tiernan's  abode  ;  that 
he  has  been  acquainted  with  him  intimately 
for  six  years;  and  saw  hun  frequently  at  the 
Ddendm  committees,  in  company  with  the 
traversers. — What  is  his  evidence  now  ?  Di- 
rectly the  reverse.  You  have  beard  him 
swear,  that  be  never  sawTiernan  at  any  of 
the  meetings. — You  have  heard  more. — You 
have  heard  him  swear,  that  he  never  swore  so. 
His  lordship  asked  htm,  could  he  have  twom 
lo  that  eflect  and  forgotten  it  ?— He  swears 
positively  not  Here  is  a  direct  and  irrecoQp 
cileable  conUadictiou  between  his  examina- 
tion sworn  before  a  magistrate,  and  his  testi- 
mony on  this  table.  And  here  gentlemen, 
you  must  he  convinced,  that  it  is  impossible 
he  could  be  forsworn  in  so  material  a  fact,  if 
not  intentionallv.  You  must  see  clearly  that 
he  is  deliberately  forsworn. 

Indeed,  if  it  was  not  known  by  unfortunate 
experience,  and  particularly  in  many  recent 
instances,  it  could  scarcely  be  conceived,  that 
sudi  abommuble  turpitude  could  find  place 
in  any  human  being.— It  could  scarcefy  be 

ogncoifed,  thai  My  b«Wi»  endued  with  • 
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r&tiooaltiidimniortalMNil,  would  deliberately 

come  forward,  to  forswear  himself  in  a  court 
of  jusiice,  aud  in  the  face  ot  heaven  to  **  bear 
false  witness  against  bis  neighbour/'  imder 
tuch  circumstances^  as  tf  credited,  must 
cause  the  life  of  the  accused  to  be  forfeited. 
Sttch  acts  can  onlj  proceed  from  minds  the 
most  ol)Juiale.  It  you  see  this  done  in  the 
|ire^eiil  cai>e,  you  must  consider  it  a  crime 
against  a  great  body  of  your  feHewwiobjects, 
and  tending  directly  to  disunite  the  people. 
It  must  be  of  high  consideration  to  you,  that 
when  you  acquit,  you  will  be  able  to  say,  you 
do  not  merely  acquit  because  you  cannot  con> 
demn ;  but  you  acquit  from  a  secondary  mo- 
tive, of  discountenancing  the  (  er^ecuuoa  of 
anjfiartieularileseription  of  people. 

Thrt  p;e"t'emen  h?re  to-day  at  your  har  are 
merchants)  men  u  hose  most  valuable  pro- 
perty is  wo  integrity  of  their  charaeters. 
They  have  corrr  i  nJenis  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, in  Great  Bntam,  fur  instance.  What 
eflect  then  must  it  Iwve,  when  read  in  Ibreign 
iicwspafHjrs,  tliat  such  and  such  men  were 
taken  up,  to  be  tried  for  rebellion  against 
the  laws  of  the  country  where  they  live? 
ifow  will  any  merchant  in  England  be  able 
to  discover,  whether  they  ma^  not  reallv  be 
gi^lty  of  the  crime  as^inst  society  with  which 
tney  are  charged  Icnow  from  recent  es* 
pcriencc,  that  an  acquittdl,  however  honour- 
able, doeb  nut  wipe  ofi  llie  aspersion  which 
•nch  charges  cast  on  men's  characters.  I 
have  particularly  experienced  it  in  a  neigh- 
bouring county.  1  have  there  been  asked, 
did  not  I  Ihinic  Pav  had  a  luclcy  escape !— > 
I  am  aware,  gentlemen,  you  must  h  i\  c  a 
conviction,  that  what  has  been  brouglu  tor- 
ward  in  evidenee,  is  false ;  but  where  allega- 
tions <  if  II  I  is  sort  are  made,  it  is  proper  to 
try  them  in  the  most  public  manner. — 1  know 
your  characters,  and  I  thinic  you  will  not  con- 
tent yoursflvc^i  with  a  mere  acquittal.  It 
should  not  be  alone — it  should  be  accompa- 
nied by  something  calculated  to  do  away  the 
unjust  imputations  UfMin  the  characters  of  the 
aceri^ed  — If,  however,  you  consider  farther 
evidence  neces^r^,  or  leel  any  dissatisfac- 
tion upon  your  miods^  we  ean  produce  two  or 
three  witnesses. 

^ctrkk  Jtf'i^y^Eiaiiiiaed  by  Mr.  B£e0rier, 

I  believe,  sir,  you  arc  a  mercbant  in  the 
town  o{  Drogheda? — I  am. 

Do  you  know  the  traversers?— I  know  the 
traversers.  liauiiL  Bird.  Delahf^eu  Read, 

and  Walsh. 

Were  you  present  in  court,  when  Grimes, 
the  last  witness,  gave  evidence  f — was. 

Pray  did  you  know  him  befnrr  you  saw 
him  on  the  tabic?— I  never  to  my  knowledge 
aaw  him  before,  or  spoke  a  word  lo  him  since 
I  was  horn. 

Tliat  man  pointed  you  out  as  being  present 
at  a  committee  in  the  house  of  Shendan  f 
v>'Ai  never  in  tfi  it  house  in  my  life,  nur  havr 
i  ever  seen  Grisnes  prcseat  al  any  committee* 
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I    Court.—  You  say,  you  were  neftr  ia  tfatt 

!  bouse? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

I     Citurt. —  Do  you  know  Sheridan's  house? 

j  —I  do  not. 

Court.  —  Were  you  ever  in  cither  of  the 

1  other  houses,  Walsh's  or  Caliili's  ? — I  have  ; 
but  never  in  company  with  that  man. 

Were  you  ever  at  a  rommiitcp  of  Defenders? 
— I  was  not :  nor  do  1  know  who  are  De- 
fenders but  mim  hearsay.  I  am  no  Defender, 
nor  have  I  em  sat  in  any  conmitlee  of  ]>•• 
fenders. 

Were  you  a  roeober  of  the  Catholie  Ooin- 

mittee  in  this  town  ? — I  was. 

Did  they  ever  meet  in  the  bouse  of  She- 
ridan or  Cahili  i — Not  in  my  time. 

Where  did  thay  meetf— *At  Divin'a. 

Pctap  CdUtf  sworn.— Eumined  by  Mr.  JBIacI^ 

burne. 

Where  do  you  live    In  Weat-aUeetia  this 

town. 

Do  you  keep  a  pubUfr^house?— I  do. 

Do  you  know  a  man  of  the  name  of 
Bernard  Grimes  ?^I  never  saw  the  person, 
to  my  knowledge,  before  llua  day.  There 
was  a  person  who  called  one  morning  at  my 
house, — he  sat  in  a  room  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  house  where  all  people  are  admitted  pro* 
miscuously,  and  took  a  naggin  of  whiskey ;  I 
was  told  after  be  went  away  tliat  it  was  cap- 
tam  Grimes. 

Do  you  know  of  anv  committee  of  D^ 
fenders  having  lieen  held  in  your  hoii«(e? — 
Never.  Nor  do  I  luiow  any  one  to  be  a 
Defender,  nor  where  they  faaire  held  their 
meetings. 

Did  ever  a  committee  of  any  sort  meet  at 
vour  house P— No*  except  you  call  tiie  esla^ 

'  blished  corporation^  of  tr^de,  coiuruiUee!. 
There  never  was  a  meeting  m  the  form  of  a 
(^romitlee  in  my  house.  There  are  very  res* 
pcctable  gentlemen  of  this  town,  who  have 
niel  in  my  !ioii';f»  the^f  two  year"?  p'lst,  twice 
a  week.  Tiiey  meet  m  a  room  up  stain, 
where  none  but  genteel  company  are  ad- 
milted.  Some  of  them  are  aldermen  of  the 
town.  The  company  is  mixed,  coosistiDg  of 
Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics,  as  loyaI» 
and  a?  attached  to  the  constitution,  as  any 
subjects  his  majesty  has.  I,  for  my  own 
part,  was  so  astonished  at  iMaruig  myself  ae> 
cuscd,  tint  if  I  had  not  bef  ii  c;ilio(i  on,  I  wa? 
just  coming;  mto  the  court  to  petition  lo  be 
ttied  immediately,  Ijeing  lully  convinced  that 
all  be  swore  was  a  lie. 

Do  yotj  believe  that  what  the  approvers 
Murphy  and  Grimes  have  sworn  a^nst  the 
traversers  is  Jalse  I— I  an  sure  it  ia  cnmpieli^ 
false. 

Crosa-eaanined  by  Mr.  Saurin, 

You  say  ymt  nre  a  ptiWiran  in  this  tow. 
but  do  not  eutcrlam  persons  in  your  rooms 
up  stairs  but  respectaUe  chara^ers?  Pny 

now,  have  you  ever  seen  the  mayor  therf, 

suppose  f-'ilot  the  pfeseni  najrorj  bat  the 
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Mlttplwf— I  koow  him  to  be  a  mift  of  infit- 

mous  cnanurter,  that  does  not  dr?rrve  credit 
As  a  magistrate,  I  can  speak  wilii  more  cer 
tma»j,tSdl  know  him  to  bo  mfiunwii. 


yoat  mayor  oAoft.  Tho  present  xoajfot  does 

not,  I  believe,  go  to  any  public-house. 

Have  you  ever  seen  Mr.  Harman  there  ?— 
No. 

Have  you  ever  seen  Mr.  M'Cay  in  your 
house  ?— Yes,  I  have  seen  both  him  and  Mr. 
IbmQl  fiequenti V  in  that  miiod  conipany. 

Does  Mr.  Bird  resort  your  house  ? — Very 
seldom.  About  two  vears  ago,  he  imported 
some  porter,  some  or  wUch  I  bou^  from 
him.  After  that,  be  came  once  or  twice  and 
took  a  pint;  but  f  considered  him  a  very  bad 
customer,  and  would  as  Uef  he  would  not 


•tall. 


BaU. 


bgrXr. 


Do  jrou  fcnoir  Deyiti    I  have  seen  htm. 
Wat  ho  ovor  te  ytmr  hooMl— Tot. 

And  up  stairs? — I  believe  not. 
Where  do  jrou  ltvt?~In  Laureoco-atreet. 
Do  you  knoir  tfao  liwiitti%  BM^  Btmill, 
and  Delahoyde? — I  do. 

Did  they  ever  sit  in  committee  in  your 
bouse  r — Never;  they  could  not  be  there  un- 
known  to  ttOi 

Did  they  never  come  to  your  house,  oii  any 
buainess?— I  never  saw  them  in  my  house. 

DU  O^jr company  of  Defenders  ow  oonto 
to  jour  house? — Several  people  have  come  to 
flqr  bouse,  that  m^t  be  Detisnders.  X  don't 
that  any  Imndtr  vat  9m  la  my 


Bavo  yott  any  room  abovo  tturtl^Yes ;  I 
.Imtvo  ooo  for  yam,  and  ooo  vrarpiug. 
There  is  only  one  more,  for  soldiers. 
.  What  trade  are  you?— ^Ai«  you  a  weaver? 

'I  am,  sir. 
Is  there  a  bed  in  your  room  up  stairs  fimiU 

iog  the  street,  and  alable  and  forms? — There 
was  no  bed  lu  that  room  these  two  years  and 
upwards,  ouly  once  about  six  months  ago, 

that  I  was  obliged  to  fix  one  in  it  for  a  cor- 
poral and  his  wife,  tiial  were  billeted  on  roe. 

IVUUam  DUhn,  esq.  sworn.— Examined  by 

Do  you 
cutor  r— I  do. 

How  long?— I  know  him  about  two  years. 
I  took  him  for  fobbing  an  old  plitttattlia 

Waul,  of  ninety  years  old. 

Do  you  itiink  him  a  p«-rson  entitled  to  cre- 
£t  in  a  court  of  justice?— I  do  not.  From 
my  knowledge  of  him,  and  tho  ftDtnl  rsfdrt 

there  is  no  worse  character. 

Alderman  SckoaU$  awom.     Eaanuned  by 
Mr.DsMe. 

Do  you  know  Thomaa  Mvplqr  Ail  Im 

been  examined  ?~I  do. 

Do  you  believe  bim  to  be  a  person  entitled 
to  credit?— I  do  not  I  do  not  know  what 
the  Court  may  think ;  but  I  am  SUlO  ho  it  0 

bad  character,  and  not  to  be  believed. 

Alderman  Acklmd  tworn.  —  Slammed  by 
Mr  - 

•  Do  JOB  knew  tht 


Mr.  DMij— Being  concerned  for  two  of 
the  travertett,  I  iball  bring  forward  one  or 

two  witnesses  as  to  tlie  character  of  Grimes, 
the  other  approver.  It  will  not  detain  the 
Court  ma^y  mliMrttt* 

by  Mr. 


Do  ytn  know  the  general 
Olimtt  the  prosecutor  ?— I  do. 

Do  you  think  he  is  worthy  of  credit  in  a 
courtof  jattioor— Ithiaknol.  Hoitomtii 
of  an  aamiBOUs  chaitacter. 

Crost  onmiBtd  hj  tho  Jltsro sji  Ommmh 

How  loDg  do  j9»  know  Oikntif— (About 

two  years. 

Do  you  believe  Mr.  Btii  to  bo  a  gentleman 

of  character,  and  that  if  Mr.  Bird  gave  Grimes 
a  character  he  should  be  believed? — I  am 
sure  if  Mr.  Bird  really  knew  his  character,  he 
would  ttotjivo  him  a  food  OM. 

Boftioad  Thomas  Counsel  sworirf— ] 
by  Mr.  gtmrdtr. 

Yoi^iVy  «•  u  do^pawiyl 
am. 

Wbaro  do  fon  ofieiaaar-^Iii  TniftdnM 

and  Monastcrooyce. 

Tell  the  gentlemen  what  you  know  Mr. 
Bird  and  Bfr.  Hamill  did  at  your  cbi^  two 

years  ago? — ^Thev  did  eveiy  thing  m  tbcir 
power  to  dissuade  the  people  from  having 
VBj  eoncem  in  the  riotous  procMdiogs  of  the 


Mr«  Mf€StrtMy« 

DUI  yoa  emto  aqyooo  in  your  chapd  for 

being  an  approver?  —  Never;  Grimes  was 
mentioned  in  the  chapel  as  an  infamous  cha- 
laetoryinlli  whom  toe  peoplo  tboidd  htvo 


tailor, 
by  Mr.  Dcbk. 

Mr.  Dobbt. — I  produce  this  evidence  to 
show  that  Grimes  swore  falselv  as  to  the  coat. 

Do  you  know  Bcntid  Onmot,  tilo  nin 
examined  ?— I  do. 

Were  you  employed  to  buy  a  coat  for  him  ? 


Did  you  get  money  for  it  No. 
Whom  did  you  gjBt  tho  coat  iiroffi  ?— -From 
Mr.IiBtaa. 
Did  youfsl  msusy  fieuaaoyoBar— Idid 

not 

Where  did  you  get  the  coat?— At  Mr.  Lin- 
ton's shop. 

Where  did  you  tako  ■■■put  of  Giimet? 

— In  gaol. 

' Dbiyou  tako measuia  of  him  only  for  the 
OVUM  dM  Iv  tiM  wMo  ttuli^-Griir 

« 
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made  rae  mtasuie  him  for  all ;  but  Mr.  Lin- 
ton would  give  me  no  more  thau  clolh  for  the 
coat,  as  he  said  the  gentlemen g^ve  him  money 
fur  no  more. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Attorney  General. 

When  did  you  gel  notice  to  at  lead  here 
this  day     On  Saturday  last 

Did  you  know  fur  what  business? — I  did. 

Mr.  Attornof  General.^l  beg  leave  to  offer 
to  the  considenitlon  of  the  Cmnt,  a  ceitificate 
given  in  testimony  of  the  chanetBrof  Ofimes 
by  the  traverser,  Mr.  liird. 

[The  certificate  was  produced  in  court  and 
read.  It  was  dated  March  the  2nd,  1793, 
and  signed  by  Patrick  Geroon,  John 
tarn  Skel^y^  Jamet  BBdy  and 

Johu  Jones.] 

Mr.  AT  Cay  again  examined. 

Mr.  M'Cay  are  you  acquainted  with  the 
hand-writing,  of  Mr.  liird     I  am. 

Do  you  bSlieTe  the  aignataire  of  that  cer- 
tificate to  be  his  writing?— I  believe  it  i^. 

Mr.  Bird. — I  acknowledge  it  is  my  writing. 

Mr.  Camia.— How  many  names  are  there 
before  Mr.  Bird's  ?— There  are  three. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — Mr.  M'Cay,  do  you 
consider  the  widy  of  that  certificate  to  have 
been  written  bgr  Mr.  Bird  r*-No;  njolhiogbut 
Janet  Bird. 

KEPLT. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — Mv  lord,  r.nd  gen- 
tlemen of  the  jury;  I  attend  on  the  part  of 
goYcmment  to  prosecute  tlie  gentlemen  at 
your  bar.  I  should  not  trouble  yuu  with  a 
single  ay  liable  on  the  sumect,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  aome  cibaerrations  made  by  the 
learned  gentleman  w]jo  addressed  you  on 
behalf  ofthe  traversers,  and  another  circum- 
stance that  seemed  rather  insinuated  thau 
expressed.  I  shall  act  the  same  part  upon 
the  prpsent  occasion,  that  I  have  tipon  all 
tiic  uuiia-ppy  prosecutions  that  I  have  been 
obliged  tt»  carij'on  for  these  two  years  ])ast. 
Kcvrr  to  make  nny  observations  on  the  evi- 
deoce»  but  leave  that  to  the  Court. 

Something  has  been  taxA,  that  people  of  a 
lower  turn  of  mind  may  have  considered 
others  to  be  intiuenced  by  the  same  passions 
as  themselves.— A  great  d«U  has  been  said 
relative  to  laying  asiae  religious  prejudices. — 
.Surely,  no  such  thing  as  peraecution  has  ap- 
peared on  this  prosecution. 

What  I  shall  say,  shall  not  be  wHh  a  new 
of  influencing  tn  any  maimer  such  respectable 
cliaraclers  as  I  see  m  that  box.  1  speak  only 
to  show  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  the 
f resent  prosecution  \t  h  for  me  to  show, 
that  the  magistrates  wl^o  took  the  ejcamioa- 
tions,  and  the  serrants  «f  the  aows,  who 
have  conducted  the  rrosecutioo%  bafedone 
nothing  but  their  duty. 

In  the  year  1701,  these  disturbances  com- 
menced. Whence^  ii  is  nol  Comia  lo  inqviic 
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Btit  it  is  notorioiu,  tint  owing  to  these  enor- 
mities, the  counties  of  Ix>uth,  Meath  and 
Cavan  were  nearly  deserted;  and  that  no 
man  of  industry  or  fortune  could  go  to  bed  ia 
peace.*— It  is  as  notofious  as  the  sun  that 
shines,  that  this  business  wvi^  canied  on  there 
by  a  regular  system.  It  dul  appear  in  a  htm- 
dred  matances  that  committees  for  insurrec- 
tion wwe  held  in  various  places;  and  that, 
by  them  -the  commotions  were  caused  and 
ordered  to  be  eanried  on.— It  was  aaaoloiloiis 
as  the  insurrection  itself,  which  tprClid  19 
widely  through  the  counties. 

It  was  impossible  bot  the  officers  of  the 
crown,  appointed  to  carry  on  the  prosecu- 
tions, must  see  that  there  must  be  people 
of  a  description  above  the  lower  oraer,  to 
direct  these  ptocesdings.  And  when  unfor- 
tunate and  i??norant  wretches  suffered  the 
punishment  of  the  law,  it  nuist  be  matter  of 
regret  to  every  man  of  feeUng,  that  the  prin- 
cipal oficnders  should  ccape.  And  here  let 
me  say,  that  owing  to  the  mildness  of  goven^ 
nwnty  idtfiottgh  many  were  eonvictedy  bot 
few  suflered  ;  and  those  that  did  were  guilty  of 
some  other  enormity. — In  this  we  iiad  to 
lament,  that  the  principal  ofendeis  were  sot 
punished,  who,  wc  had  reason  to  think,  were 
of  a  betterohus  than  the  poor  wretches  in  the 
docks. 

In  Deeeniber  last,  the  magistntes  of  4il 

town  were  called  on,  to  receive  the  informa- 
tion of  Murphy.  The  mag^trates  were  bouiul 
tu  take  the'  esamlnatiea.  It  was  perfectly 
consistent  with  what  had  appcarea  in  the 
neighbouring  counties,  and  tlte  several  prose- 
eotions  on  this  unibrtimalabii8iness.-~Mur- 
phy,  it  appears,  had  been  a  man  of  some 
property  in  this  town ;  and  he  was  not  then 
committed  on  atiy  crinynal  oftoce^— Stnse 
has  been  laid  on  what  appeared  in  his  evi- 
dence in  a  former  trial.  That  ought  not  to 
ai&ct  any  man. 

Grunes,  the  other  approver,  is  a  man  un- 
impeached  till  this  moment.  That  man  gare 
evidence,  but  not  exactly  tlie  bame  as  that 
related  by  Murphy;  which  tdiows  the  plan 
was  not  concerted  bctwc-n  them  previously. 
Mr.  Bird,  one  of  the  traversers,  save  him  a 
certificate,  in  which  he  gets  a  CMBaeler  for 
So!  ru  t  v,  industry,  and  filial  nlcty.  This  being 
seen  and  known,  I  ask,  could  the  ma^trates 
under  such  circumstances  refuse  to  receive 
his  examinations?  And  could  the  rro\«n 
avoid  having  these  matters  inquired  into? 
l^vcu  if  the  charges  do  not  appear  credible,  it 
must  be  essential  to  the  puolic  peace  and 
iustice,  ihnt  ir;quiry  should  be  made.  The 
law  knows.no  distiocuou  of  persons.  Whe- 
ther they  are  merchants  or  others,  tfiat  are 
arcTi<!cd  of  a  crime  to  disturb  the  peace  of 
society,  they  must  undergo  a  1^1  trud. 

Something  haston  saad,  esif  oppression 
had  been  used  towards  these  gentlemen.  If 
there  has,  I  never  heard  of  it  before,  if  aiy 
oppression  bad  baea  used,  and  a  com^amt 

vaswo,  il  iMd  he  itdiMial  in  jMif  «i  JNVt 


...... ^le 
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If  any  tnan  in  Uw  emretse  of  law,  piaelkes 

uiun  es  i  n,  that  man  will  be  puntshea. 

dooictbing  has  been  said  about  bail.  1 
inust  say  wifli  deference,  that  tht  marifllmteg 

in  this  case  ought  uot  to  have  taken  bail.  If 
any  magistrate  bad  admitted  the  traversers 
to  bail,  he  would  deserve,  and  probably  suffer 
|»ujiisiTmeDi. — ^They  were  brought  to  the  court 
of  King's-bcncli,  and  ther<»  bailed  with  the 
decent  tbrms  oi  law. — Mr.  Delahoyde  was 
bailed  by  a  magtttiate  hem  $  but  it  WIS  bj  oqr 

direc  tioiis. 

Parduu  me  tor  say  lug  so  much  upon  a  sub- 
ject, not  perhaps  absolutely  necessaiy  for 
some  to  bear,  liut  it  is  not  sufficient  that 
Justice  aioae  be  done.  It  is  proper  the 
pid>lie  should  know,  that  equal  justice  should 
l»e  (ioiie  to  every  roan  of  every  description; 
and  that  nothing  is  more  abhorrent  from  the 
ideas  of  government,  than  to  countenance  or 
carry  on  a  persecution  MffooA  anj  body  of 
subjects.   It  is  necessary — that  the  pfople 

OW  F.VF.RY  nr.SCRIPTION,  SHOULD  BE  UNITED 

wrrii  F.kcn  OTHER,  JN  sppvOBT or  TBI  I«AW8 
Ayr>  (  ( INSTITUTION,  miott  WWCB  WE 

Sim  MI  NO  UP. 

IMr.  Justice  Dowxu. — Gentlemen  of  the 
Jury;  The tmvereers are charved  in  the  Infbiw 

mation— for  having  c  onspired  and  con  fede- 
rated, of  and  concerning  tlie  raising  and  in- 
cttiug  a  rebellion  to  overturn  the  constitution 
mnd  established  government  of  this  kingdom ; 
and  of  and  about  the  procuring  arms  and 
armed  men  for  that  purpose.  This  charge 
has  ber.i  formed  into  an  indictment  for  a 
misdemeanor. 

Tbe  charges  have  been  supported  in  evi- 
dence Iht  Thomis  Murphy,  who,  if  believed, 
brings  home  the  armvation  against  all  UkC 
traversers,  except  Bartliolomew  Walsh. 

The  other  witness,  Bernard  Grimes,  speak- 
ing of  similar  meetings,  mentions  Bartho- 
lomew V\  aish  to  have  been  present. — So  that 
both  evidences  taken  together,  if  believed, 

rve  the  charge  against  all  the  traversers, 
is  to  be  observed,  frenllemen,  that  the 
lucetnigs  spoken  of,  Ihuugh  similar  in  their 
olgect,  are  not  pointed  out  to  have  happened 
on  the  same  day. — If  you  believe  the  accusa- 
tions as  laid  before  you  in  evidence  by  the 
two  witnesses,  ttiese  meetings  have  been  held 
for  the  same  object,  and  with  the  same  design. 
The  object  of  tile  meetings,  if  the  evidence  is 
credited,  was,  to  form  a  general  conspiracy,  to 


OentleBen,  jea  wt)l  be  pirtietttarly  cati- 

tious  in  exaniiTDng  the  cast',  as  tlic  particular 
crime  charged  on  the  traversers  is  not  the 
only  crime,  m  wbiefa,  it  appears,  the  witnesses 
acknowledge  their  own  guilt.  The  first  re- 
presents himself,  as  a  person  who  attempted 
to  commit  murder,  and  that  be  had  the  ge« 
aeral  character  of  being  a  robber.  The  state 
ofthc  circumstnnces  in  genera!  i's  1!  worthy 
of  your  observation.  It  is  to  be  tried,  whether 
it  appears  he  has  been  Vimferm  in  his  etami- 
nations.  If  it  appears  to  yon  that  he  has 
varied  in  any  material  part,  you  should  r^t 
hb  evidence  altogether.  Tite  degree  ef  ctedil 
due  to  it,  remains  however,  with  yoatojodgei. 
It  is  not  for  the  Court  to  direct. 

The  emmtnation  of  Murphy,  the  first  wit- 
nesj,,  has  I  cen  read  ;  and  by  that,  it  appears, 
the  examiuant  swore  he  received  money  at 
several  times  from  all  the  traversers.  In  his 
examiitt^n  o«i  the  table,  he  acknowledges 
he  never  rw-rived  money  but  in  a  single  m- 
stance,  and  that  no  mention  was  made  for 
what  purpose.  It  remiuns  with  you  to  con- 
sider, whether  thai  be  a  material  deviation  in 
Ills  testimony.  He  also  declared  in  his  exa- 
mination sworn  before  a  roagbtrate,  that  fa<! 
saw  the  arms  distributed.  In  liis  <  xaiuina- 
tion  to-day,  he  says  he  did  not  see  them  dis- 
tributed. Tbb  is  a  variance  of  material  cod- 
seqtienrL:. 

As  to  Grimes,  the  other  witness,  he  bcin^ 
asked,  did  he  recollect,  whether  in  the  account 
he  gave  of  the  meeting  of  the  committee  and 
their  transactions  in  Ins  original  examinations, 
he  had  mLntiuncd  DeUhuydc  or  Tieman  to 
have  been  present? — As  to  the  traverser  De* 
lahnvdc,  he  docs  not  swear;  brii  with  respcct 
to  Tiernan,  he  swears  expressly  that  he  was 
not  one  of  them.  So  tnat  he  has  eontra- 
dicted  every  thing  sworn  in  his  first  exarrii- 
nation  respecting  Ticjnan.  The  witness  said 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  haye  sworn 
against  them  and  not  recollect  it ;  and  did 
positively  swear,  he  had  not  sworn  against 
them  on  the  present  occasion.  It  is  for  you, 
gentlemen,  to  consider  what  credit  is  doe  to 
such  lestirnony. 

In  ruy  apprehension,  the  evidence  ol  ap- 
provers, even  when  consistent,  should  be 
received  with  preat  raution.  Formerly,  the 
evidence  of  approvers  was  not  considered 
sufficient  In  law,  to  convict  any  num.  Tliat 
rule,  however,  was  dangerous,  and  might 
sometimes  tend  to^  the  exclusion  of  justice, 
,  hence  a  more  rational  law  was  afterwards 
destroy  the  religion  an  J  government  orihe  :  laid  down.    If  any  contradiction  appears  in 


country.  And  itany  overt  act  had  been  done 
in  eon^ucnce,  the  crime  would  amount  to 
nothing  less  than  High  TaEASON. 

The  learned  counsel  for  the  traverser*  made 
a  very  proper  observation,  that  wliere  ciiargcs 
are  brought  for  ofoices  of  great  mi^itude, 

they  should  be  proved  satisfactorily.    A'^  von 


the  testimony  of  an  approver,  it  goes  a  great 
way  to  depreciate  their  evidence ;  especially 
in  a  case,  where  nothing  corroborative  has 

been  sworn  by  any  untainted  evidence. 

The  traversers  in  the  present  case,  have 
produced  witnesses  whose  tesUmony  entirely 

contradicts  the  chari;es  of  the  prosenitors.— 


have  ail  tnkea  notes,  it  will  not  be  uecessai  j  Patrick  M'Cay  has  swoni,  that  he  does  not 
Aw  me  to  go  through  the  oaminationa  very  know  Sheridan's  house,  and  that  he  b  no  do> 


mioutely. 


§ 


fonder  himself.  But  it  is  to  be  observed,  that 
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1m  is  ft  mill  tharged  with  aa  heavy  an  offence 
the  traversers.  Peter  Cahill,  in  whose 
iiuuse  the  committee  is  said  to  have  sat,  sweu^ 
that  mil  GlimM  deposed  relative  to  a  meeting 
in  his  hotisc  h  absolutely  fal^e  ; — acknow- 
ledges that  he  has  seen  two  u(  ihe  traversers, 
Bira  and  HamlU  in  hb  bouse ;  -that  he  has  s 
common  room  below  stairs,  in  which  a  person 
once  »at  who,  be  was  informed  afterwards, 
was ealled  captain  Grimes;  but  swean  be  did 
not  know  him.  James  ShcricUn  swears,  !hc 
traversers  never  came  to  his  house  about  any 
business  to  his  knowledge^He  says,  he  has 

alack  room  in  his  house  ;  but  in  neither  of 
bis  rooms  up  stairs,  is  the  furnaure  such  as  it 
has  been  described. 

It  is  to  be  obicrved,  that  the  evidence  of 
these  witnesses  does  entirely  discredit  the 
evidence  given  on  behalf  of  the  crown ;  but 
beiQg  persons  implicated  in  the  offence,  it  is 
for  you  to  discover  aod  distinguish  what  res- 
pect is  due  to  it. 

Three  persons  h;ive  been  produced  as  to 
the  character  of  Grimes,  who  all  concur  in 
nving  him  a  character  contrary  to  the  certi- 
ficate given  by  one  of  the  traversers.— It  is 
observed  on  t!iat  certificate  by  counsel  for  the 
traversers,  that  it  is  signed  by  the  traverser 
after  three  or  fimr  others.  Another  iact  has 
been  sworn  by  Patrick  Tiernan  to  invalid  itc 
the  testimony  of  Grimes  as  to  what  that  wit- 
ness alleged  concerninz  paying  for  the  coat 
Grimes  swore,  he  gave  aim  money  in  the  gaol 
to  buy  the  coat,  and  Tiernan  swears  the  con- 
trary, with  the  particular  circumstances.  It 
is  for  you  to  discover  the  dnree  of  credibility 
due  to  him.— Upon  the  whole,  if  thp  testi- 
mony of  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecuuon  ap- 
pears to  you  worthy  of  belief,  it  does  prove  the 
charges  of  the  indictment  against  all  the  tra- 
versers; but  it  remains  with  you,  gentlemen, 
af\cr  considering  all  the  circumstances  as 
ii(  J  rin  both  sides,  to  determine  what  cre- 
dit Ik  due  to  it,  and  accordingly  prououuce 
your  verdict 


on  [7W 

The  Jury  having  retired  for  a  few  minutes, 
returned  into  the  Court,  and  pronounnd  a 
verdict  of  NOT  GUILTY,  upon  aU  the  tim- 
versers  severally. 

Mr.  Curran  then  said  :  As  counsel  on  be- 
half of  the  traversers,  I  move  your  lordship 
that  bills  of  indictment  for  perjury  be  sent  vp 
to  the  Grand  Jury,  against  the  two  unfortunate 
men.  It  i?  necessary  for  the  justice  of  the 
country,  that  persons  guilty  of  such  enormous 
oflfences  should  be  brought  to  condign  pnnidi* 
ment. 

(jotirf The  persons  concerned  have  liberty 
to  lodge  eiaminrtions  before  t  Bugtstintc 


[The  following  Case  being  in  some  degree 
connected  with  the  foregoing,  it  is  bete 
inserted  as  a  Supplemlnt. 

On  Wednesday,  the  9drd  of  April,  t79*, 
came  on  also  the  trial  of  Jawin  SacLTOir, 

F>Q.  M  D  of  the  town  of  Drogheda, 
on  an  iudiclmeni  fur  havini^,  on  the  SOth 
day  of  JaotMiy,  in  the  93d  year  of  his 
m^sty's  reign,  taken  an  unlawful  oath, 
to  be  a  true  Defender,  not  beiQgCOlBpeUed 
thereto  by  uny  ntxebsil^. 

To  this  indictment  Mr.  SkelUM  {beaded 
the  general  issue^.'Mov  Guiitt. 

No  evidence  being  produced  on  behalf  of 
the  crown, 

Mr.  Curran  s^d:  As  I  understand  ilm 
learned  counsel  on  behalf  of  the  crown  do 
not  mean  to  bring  forward  any  evidence  on 
the  present  trial,  I  must  consider  that  cir<> 
cumstance  to  be  an  mansiiSfable  jusliSca* 
tion  of  the  gen  tleman  accused 

Mr.  M'Curtne^. —  My  iord,  we  iuve 
reasons  for  not  bringing  then  forward. 

Mr.  Skelton  was  then 
discharged.— Ori^.  Ed,} 


607.   Proceedings  in  the  Court  of  King*8-Bencb  of  the  Kingdom 

of  Ireland,  a^inst  William  Jackson,  Clerk,  on  an 
Indictment  charging  him  witli  liigh  Treason :  34  &  3^ 
George  III.  a.  d.  1794,  1795.^ 

Court  of  KtHg$  Bench,  DuiUn, 

Mndajf,  June  t,  1794. 

Mr.  M'NALLY,  on  the  part  of  tht  wv. 
William  Jackson,  a  pri«5oncr  in  lii*.  majesty's 
gaol  of  Newgate,  moved  the  Cuuri,  that  Mr. 

*  From  the  notes  of  VV  Uidgcway,  Wil- 
liam Lapp,  and  JohnSchoale$,esurs.  Barristers 
al  Law. 


Keane,  the  prisoner's  agent,  might  have 

ce«s  to  the  prisoner,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving instructions  to  prepare  tor  his  defence. 
Mr.  Jackson  was  committed  upon  the  tStb 
of  April,  1794,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  fronr 
lord  Clonntell,  chief  justice  of  the  King's- 
hench,  upon  a  charge  uf  high  freason ;  Mr. 
Keane  was  refused  access  to  Mr.  JacktSSt 
who  wa*'  denied  the  u«c  of  pen,  ink,  and  p«prr, 
as  Mr.  Keane  svrears  he  is  informed  sxtd  be- 
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Mr.  AHmrnry  Ctnerui.—V  have  no  objection 

that  every  reasonable  access  should  be  had  to 
the  priiiuaer;  but  care  mufil  be  taken  that  no 
Improper  me  be  made  of  it.  The  constant 
practice  here  «ind  in  England  is,  to  admit  of 
access  at  reasonable  times;  but  perse ns  arc 
not  to  go  in  or  come  out  'without  being 
searched,  if  necessary,  so  as  that  no  opportu- 
nity be  given  of  conveying  instruments  that 
might  assist  an  esc  ape,  auu  also  thut  no  com- 
miinications  may  be  had  with  the  king's  ene- 
mies, that  being  t!ic  charge  ag  tin'^t  the  pri- 
soner, that  he  coinuuinicated  wiiti  me  king's 
enemies  for  the  purpose  of  levying  war  tgdnat 
this  kingdom. 

The  counsel  tor  the  prisoner  being  satisfied 
'wiUi  this  dedaration  of  Mr.  Attom^  General, 
took  notbiog  hy  the  mo^m, 

Uamday,  9Mh  Jimt,  1794. 

A  bill  of  indictment  havinij  been  preferred 
agjunst  the  rev.  William  Jackson,  before  the 
term  grand  jury  for  the  city  of  Dublin,  and 
thev  having  returned  it  a  true  bill,  Mr. 
Jackson  was  this  day  brought  to  the  bar  of 
the  court  of  King's-bencb,  and  having  i.i  uyed 
that  counsel  might  be  stsigned  him,  ne  was 
desired  !»>  tlie  Court  to  name  his  counsel;  he 
named  John  Philpot  Curran  and  George 
Ponsonby,  esqrs.  two  of  his  m^iesty's  counsel, 
^vho  wore  assigned  by  the  Cowt  to  be  counsel 
for  the  prisoner. 

CUrk  ^  the  Crown, — William  Jackson, 
liold  up  your  right  hand. 

Mr.  Jackson  accordingly  held  up  his  right 
hand,  and  was  airaigOM  upon  the  following 
indictment : 

County  of  the  CUjf  }  "  Ttic  jurors  for  our  lord 
«f  DuMim,  io  wU.  >  the  king  upon  their  oath 
present,  that  an  open  and  public  war  on  the 
third  da^ot  April,  in  the  thirty-fourth  year 
of  the  reign  of  our  lord  George  the  third,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  Fran(  r  and 
Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  aud  no 
forth,  and  long  before,  and  ever  since,  hitherto 
by  land  ariLl  }>y  s!  i,  was,  and  yet  is  carrinl  on 
and  prosecuted  by  the  persons  exercising  the 
powers  of  government  in  France  against  our 
roost  serene,  illustrious,  and  excellent  prince, 
our  said  lord  the  now  kin";  and  that  \\  illiam 
Jackson,  late  of  the  paris>h  of  St.  Andrew,  in 
the  citv  of  Diihlin,  and  county  ot  the  said 
city.  Clerk,  a  subject  of  our  said  lord  the  king, 
of  his  kiusdom  of  Ireland,  well  knowing  the 
nreniisqi,  out  not  having  the  fear  of  God  in 
ms  heart,  nor  weighing  the  duty  of  his  alle- 
IpUMo,  and  beine  moved  and  seduced  by  the 
insttgotion  of  the  devil,  as  a  false  Uuitor 
against  our  said  lord  the  now  king,  his  su- 
Jpreme.  true,  lawful  and  undoubted  lord,  the 
oordiaf  love  and  troe  and  due  obedience  which 
every  true  and  dutiful  subject  of  our  said  pre- 
sent sovereign  lord  the  king  towards  him  our 
a»aid  lord  the  king  should  bear,  wholly  with- 
drawing, and  contriving  and  with  all  his 
Ircngth  intend'mg  the  peact  and  common 
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tranquillil?  of  this  kingdom  of  Ireland  to  dis* 

quirt,  molc?T,  and  disturb,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  our  said  present  sovereign  lord  the 
king  of  this  kingdom  of  Irehmd  to  ehange, 
subvert  and  alter,  and  our  said  lord  the  king 
from  the  royal  state,  title,  honour,  power, 
imperial  crown,  and  government  of  this  his 
kingdom  of  Ireland  to  depose  and  deprive, 
anaour  said  lord  the  present  kin^  to  death 
and  final  destruction  to  bring  aiui  nut,  he  the 
said  William  Jackson,  on  the  said  third  day 
of  April,  in  the  said  thirty-fourth  ycnr  of  the 
reign  of  our  said  lord  the  king,  ami  on  divers 
olmr  days  and  times,  as  well  before  as  aAcr 
that  day,  at  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew  afore- 
said, in  the  ci^^^  of  Dublin  aforesaid,  and 
county  of  the  said  city,  with  force  and  arms 
falsely,  wickedly  and  traitorously,  did  com- 
pass, imagine  aud  intend  the  said  lord  the 
king,  then  and  there  bis  supreme,  true  and 
lawful  lord,  of  and  from  the  royal  stale,  crown, 
title,  power,  and  government  of  this  his  realm 
of  Ireland,  to  depose  and  wholly  deprive,  and 
the  same  lord  the  king  to  kill  and  bring  and 
put  to  death:  and  that  to  fulfil,  pprfV<  t  and 
bring  to  effect  his  most  evil  and  wicked  trea- 
I  son,  and  treasonable  imaginations  and  com« 
1  passings  aforesaid,  he  the  said  William  Jack- 
son, as  such  false  traitor  as  aforesaid,  during 
the  said  war  between  our  said  lord  the  king, 
and  the  said  persons  exercising  the  powers  of 
government  in  France^  to  wit,  on  the  third 
da^  of  April,  in  the  thfrty-foorth  year  afore* 
said,  at  the  pari>h  of  St.  Andrew  aforesaid, 
in  the  city  and  county  of  the  city  of  t  lublin 
aforesaid,  with  force  and  arms,  falsely,  mali- 
ciously and  traitorously  did  runic  tu  and  land 
in  this  kingdum  of  IreUnd,  that  is  to  say,  at 
Dublin  aluresaid,  tur  the  purpose  of  proc  uring 
and  obtaining  iuturmation  and  accounts  o^ 
and  concerning  the  situations  and  dispositions 
of  the  subject'*  of  otir  said  lord  the  king*  of  bis 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  of  sending  ancl  caus- 
ing tu  be  sent  such  information  and  accotmt^ 
to  the  said  persons  exercising  the  powers  of 
government  in  France,  and  bein^  enemies  of 
our  said  lurd  the  kiijg  as  aforesaid,  with  in- 
tent to  aid  and  as«ist  the  said  enemies  of  our 
said  lord  the  king,  against  our  said  lord  the 
king  in  the  war  aforesaid  :  And  that  after- 
wards and  during  the  said  war  between  our 
said  lord  the  king  and  the  said  persons  exer- 
cising the  powera  of  government  in  France, 
to  wit,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  April  in  the 
said  thirty-fourth  year  of  the  rttgn  of  our 
said  lord  the  king,  and  on  divers  other  days, 
as  well  before  as  after  that  day,  with  force 
and  arms,  at  the  parish  of  i^t.  Andrew  afore- 
8aul»  in  ttie  dty  and  county  of  the  city  of 
Dublin  aforesaid,  tlio  -  lid  William  Jackson, 
as  such  false  traitor  as  aforesaid,  in  further 
prosecution  of  lua  treason  and  treasonable 
purposes  aforesaid,  did,  with  divers  other  false 
traitors,  whose  names  are  to  the  said  jurors 
unlcnown,  falsely,  wickedly,  and  traitorously 
meet,  propose,  consult,  conspire,  confederate 
and  agree  tO  raise,  levy  and  makis  insurrecuon^ 
Z  £ 
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rebellion,  and  war  within  this  kinedom  of  Ire- 
Jand,  a^nst  our  sud  lord  the  king,  and  to 

cdu&e,  promrr,  and  incite  llic  said  persons  ex- 
<^rcit.iiig  ihe  powers  ot  government  in  France, 
being  enemies  of  our  said  lord  the  king  as 
afurfv-aid,  lo  invade  !  his 'Kinc;dom  of  Ireland 
with  ships  and  armed  men,  and  to  carry  on 
the  said  war  i^inn  our  said  lord  tlic  king, 
within  this  kingdom  of  Ireland.  And  that 
during  the  said  war  between  our  said  lord  the 
IKng  and  the  said  persons  exercising  the 
powers  of  government  in  France,  to  wit,  nn 
the  said  twenty-first  day  of  April,  in  the  tbirljr. 
fourth  year  aforesaid,  at  the  parish  of  St.  An- 
drew aforesaid,  in  the  citv  and  county  of  the 
city  of  Dublin  aforesaitf,  the  said  William 
Jackbon,  as  such  false  traitor  as  aforesaid, 
and  in  further  prosecotion  of  his  treason  and 
treasonable  purposes  aforesaid,  M-ith  force  and 
arnih,  falsely,  wickedly  and  traiiurvusly  did 
incite,  cxiiort  and  counsel,  and  as  liir  as  in 
hira  lay,  r r  IrrwoxTr  to  move  and  persuade  one 
Theobald  vv  uW'e  Tone  to  travel  and  go  into 
parts  beyond  the  seas  to  represent  to  tne  add 
pc  M->ns  excrci'^ing  the  powers  of  government 
1X1  F  rance,  and  beine  enemies  of  our  said  lord 
the  kine  as  aforesaw,  that  divers  subjects  of 
our  said  lord  the  king  of  his  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land were  dissatisfied  with  the  government  of 
our  said  lord  the  king  of  his  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land,  and  to  incite,  move,  and  pemwde  the 
Said  persons  exercising  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment in  France,  anu  heing  enemies  ot  our 
said  lord  the  king,  to  invade  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  ani!  to  raise  and  make  war  therein 
against  uur  said  lord  the  king^,  and  that  during 
the  said  war  between  the  said  lord  the  king 
and  the  said  persons  exercising  the  powers  ot" 

Sovernment  m  France,  to  wit,  on  the  &amc 
ay  and  year  last  aforesaid,  and  on  divers 
t'tJu  r  davs  as  well  before  as  after  tlic  said  last 
mentioned  day,  at  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew 
aforesaid,  in  the  city  and  countv  of  the  city 
of  Publin  aforesaid,  tne  said  WiUnm  Jackson 
as  such  false  traitor  as  afore«^aid,  in  furthr r 
prosecution  of  lus  treason  and  treasonable 
purposes,  with  force  and  arms,  falsely,  wick- 
edly, and  traitorously  did  consult,  combine, 
conspire,  confederate,  and  agree  with  divers 
other  persons  whrnte  names  are  to  the  said 
jurors  unknown,  to  procure  and  provide  a 
perbou  to  travel  and  eo  into  parts  beyond  the 
seas  to  represent  to  itm  said  pmoos  exercising 
the  powers  of  n;overnmenl  in  France,  ana 
being  enemies  o?  our  said  lord  the  king  as 
aforesaid,  that  divers  subjects  of  our  said  lord 
the  king  of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland  wercdissa- 
tisfied  with  the  government  of  oxn  said  lord 
tlie  king  of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  to 
incite,  move,  and  persuade  the  said  persons 
exrrrising  the  powers  of  government  in  France, 
and  being  enemies  of  our  s.aid  lord  the  king 
to  invade  this  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  to 
raise  and  make  war  therein  against  our  sr\id 
lord  the  king:  And  that  during  the  snuX  war 
between  our  said  lord  (he  king  and  the  per- 
tun*  eicfcttiog  ihe  poim  of  gDnmoMiii  in 
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France,  to  wit,  on  the  same  iSay  andf  year  last 

aforesaid,  and  on  divers  other  days,  as  well 
before  the  said  last  mentioned  da^  as  after, 
at  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew  aforesaid,  in  the 
city  and  coun^  of  the  city  of  Dublin  aforesaid, 
the  said  William  Jackson  as  such  false  traitor 
as  aforesaid,  ui  lurther  prosecution  of  his  trea- 
son and  treasonable  purposes  aforesaid,  with 
force  and  arms,  fair  ly,  wickedly,  and  traitor- 
ouslv  did  meet,  consult,  corobme,  conspire^ 
confederate,  and  agree  with  divers  other  pei^ 
sons  whose  names  arc  to  rlir  ?aid  ii;ror-.  un- 
known ;  that  some  pcri»ou  should  be  sent  into 
France  «c»  notify  and  reveal  to  the  sud  per- 
sons  exercising  the  powers  of  government  in 
France,  then  and  yet  enemies  of  our  said  lord 
tlic  king,  the  state,  circumstances,  and  con- 
dition of  this  his  kingdom  of  Ireland;  and  the 
dispositions  and  inclinations  of  our  said  lord 
the  king's  sutijects  therein^  and  to  treat  and 
negotiate  with,  and  to  incite,  stir  up  and  eva- 
courage  the  said  persons  exercising  the  p>oweii 
of  government  in  France,  tiien  aud  yet  eoe* 
mies  of  our  said  lord  the  king  as  aforesaid,  to 
invade  this  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  to  change, 
alter,  and  subvert  the  government  of  our  said 
lord  the  kin^  of  hb  said  kingdom  of  Ireland. 
And  that  during  the  said  war  Between  our  said 
lord  the  king  and  the  said  persons  exercising 
the  powers  of  government  in  France,  to  wit, 
on  the  said  twenty- first  day  of  April,  in  the 
thirty-fourth  year  aforesniff,  at  the  parish  of 
St.  Andrew  aluresaiu,  m  the  city  and  county 
of  the  city  ul  Dublin  aforesaid ;'  he  the  IBM 
William  Jackson  as  such  fil=e  tmitor  as 
aforesaid,  in  prosecution  ot  his  said  treason 
and  treasonable  purposes  aforesaid,  with  fanm 
and  arms,  falsely,  wickedly,  and  Iruitorously 
did  compose  and  write,  and  cause  to  be  com- 
posed and  written,  a  certafn  letter  to  be  ae»t 
to  one  William  Stone  in  Ix)ndon,  in  the  king- 
dom of  Great  Britain ;  and  in  and  by  the  said 
letter  the  said  William  Jackson,  falsely,  wick- 
edly, and  traitorously  did  direct  and  instnict 
the  said  Williiim  Stone,  to  reveal  and  disclose 
lu  the  said  jicrsons  exercising  tlie  powers  of 
government  in  France,  and  to  the  people  ill 
Tranre,  then  and  yet  enemies  of  otir  said  pre- 
sent lord  the  km^  a  scheme  and  intention  of 
the  said  William  Jackson  and  other  lidae  tab> 
tors  to  our  said  lord  the  king,  to  send  a  person 
fh>m  this  kingdom  of  Ireland^  to  satisfy  and 
convince  theAdpenenseseidsingthc  powert 
of  povcmTnent  in  France  so  being  enemies  of 
our  said  lord  the  king  as  aforesaid,  of  divers 
of  his  said  majesty's  subjects  in  Ireland 
ready  to  aid  and  assist  the  said  enemies  n 
our  said  lord  the  king,  and  to  treat  and  ne- 
gociate  with  the  said  persons  exercising  the 
powers  of  government  in  France,  then  wbA 
yet  enemies  of  our  said  lord  the  king  for  tn 
invasion  of  the  said  kinedom  ot  Ireland,  bul 
that  the  private  affidrs  «  tiie  person  muiMlMl 
tn  be  sent  would  not  permit  nim  to  go,  and 
therefore  he  the  s^d  William  Jaclison  wovid 
send  a  natement  of  the  tilualioii  ind  di^oii- 
tioii  of  <be  ialnbilaiiti  tif  the  «U  IdBflHa  of 
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Ireland,  drawn  up  by  a  certain  person  to  the  I 
jiirors  uakaown  lo  order  to  be  sent  and  deli- 
vered to  the  said  persons  -eiercising  the 
powers  of  sovemmeDt  in  France  then  and  yet 
enemies  of  our  said  lord  the  king  :  and  that 
during  the  said  war  between  our  said  lord  tlic 
kidg  «ad  the  said  perwuiB  esercisin|;  the 
powers  of  government  in  France,  to  wit,  on 
the  Iwenty-i'ourlh  day  of  April,  in  the  thirty- 
fonrth  Tear  aforeaaid,  at  the  parish  of  St.  An- 
drew aforesaid,  va  the  city  and  county  of  the 
city  of  Dublin  aforesaid  the  said  William 
Jackson  ai  such  false  traitor  as  aJhresald,  and 
in  further  probcculion  of  his  treason  and  trea- 
sonable purposes  aforesaid,  with  force  and 
nrmsy  falsely,  maKcioosiy,  and  traitorously  did 
compuse  and  write,  and  cause  to  be  composed 
and  written,  a  certain  other  letter  to  be  sent 
to  the  said  William  Stone  in  London,  In  the 
ktn^om  of  Great  Britain,  requesting  the  said 
William  Stone  to  cmi^.  and  procure'to  bn  no- 
tified and  deckred  to  a  certuin  pcibuu  tiieu 
being  in  foreign  parts  beyond  tlie  seas,  but 
wh(»^«p  namf^  is  to  the  said  jurors  unknown, 
that  a  sUitenieut  ot  ttic  situation  and  dispobi- 
tions  of  divers  of  the  subjects  of  our  said  lord 
t!ic  kinii;  f)f  lii^i  kingdom  oflrclaiid,  would  be 
forthwith  sent  by  him  the  said  William  Jack- 
son to  be  eommHnicated  to  the  said  persons 
cxerci^infi;  thepowersof  government  in  France, 
and  being  enemies  of  our  said  lord  the  kinj^ 
as  aforesaid,  to  convince  them  of  the  readi- 
ness of  such  la->t  mentioned  subjects  of  our 
said  lord  the  king,  to  aid  and  assist  the  said 
-enemies  of  our  said  lord  the  king  in  an  inva- 
sion of  this  kingdom  of  Ireland :  and  that 
during  th^  said  war  between  our  said  lord  the 
icing  aud  Uie  s^d  perbous  exercising  the 
powers  of  nvemmcnt  in  France,  to  wit,  on 
the  same  (ky  and  year  last  aforesaid,  at  the 
perish  of  St.  Andrew  aforesaid,  in  the  city  and 
oounty  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  aforesaid,  the 
said  VVilliam  Jackson  as  siicfi  false  traitor  as 
aforesaid,  and  in  further  prosecuaon  of  liis 
treason  and  treasonable  purposes  efbresaii), 
Nvith  force  and  aruT^,  falsely,  wickedly  and 
traitorously  delivered  and  caused  and  jprocured 
to  be  delivered  the  »ud  letters  into  me  office 
of  the  post  at  Dublin,  aforesaid,  to  he  from 
the  said  office  conveyed  and  deUvered  to  the 
said  William  Stone :  and  that  during  the  said 
war  between  our  said  lord  the  king  and  the 
said  per-^ons  exercisini^  thp  powers  of  govern- 
ment in  France,  to  wit,  un  tiie  same  day  and 
year  last  aforesaid,  at  the  parish  of  St.  An 
drew,  aforesaid,  in  the  city  and  county  of  the 
city  of  Dublin,  aforesaid,  the  said  William 
Jackson  as  such  fidse  tiMtor  as  afiMCsaid,  and 
in  further  prosecution  of  his  treason  and  trra- 
sonable  purposes  aforesaid,  with  force  and 
amia»  fUsely,  maliciously  and  trulorously  did 
compose  and  write,  aud  cause  and  procure  to 
he  composed  and  written,  a  certain  other 
letter  to  be  sent  to  Benjamin  Beresford,  in 
£»reign  parts  beyond  the  seas,  requesting  the 
said  Bt.'njamin  Beresford  to  inform  a  certain 
Other  per&ou  then  aUo  living  in  lurti{^u  parts 
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[  beyond  the  seas,  but  whose  name  is  to  th(? 
said  jurors  unknown,  that  an  account  of  the 
situation  and  dispositions  of  divers  of  the  sub- 
jects of  our  said  lord  the  king  of  bis  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  was  sent  tor  the  said  last  men- 
tioned person  unknown  to  be  communicated 
to  the  ssid  persons  eiercising  the  powers  of 
government  in  France,  an?)  bein-^  fripniii"?  of 
our  said  lord  the  king  as  aforesaid  -.  aud  that 
afterwards  and  during  the  said  war  between 
our  said  lord  the         am!  the  said  persons 
exercising  the  power:>uigovernmentin  France, 
to  wit,  on  the  same  day  and  year  last  afore- 
said, at  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew,  aforesaid,  in 
the  city  and  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
aibresaid,  the  said  William  Jackson  as  such 
false  traitor  as  aforesaid,  and  in  further  prose- 
cution of  his  treason  and  treasonable  purposes 
aforesaid,  with  force  and  arms,  fatseiy,  wick* 
edly  and  traitorously  delivered  and  caused 
and  procured  to  be  delivered  the  said  last 
mentioned  letter  into  the  said  office  of  the 
post  at  Dublin,  aforesaid,  to  be  from  the  said 
office  conveyea  and  delivered  to  the  said  Beu- 
jamin  Beresford:  and  that  during  tiie  ±>aid 
war  between  our  said  lord  the  king  and  the 
said  persons  exercising  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment in  France,  to  wit,  on  the  same  day  and 
year  last  aforesaid,  at  the  parish  of  St.  An- 
drew, aforesaid,  in  the  city  and  county  of  the 
city  of  Dublin,  aforesaid,  the  said  William 
Jackson  as  such  false  traitor  as  afbresakl,  and 
in  further  prosecution  of  his  treason  and 
treasonable  purposes  aforesaid,  with  force  and 
arms,  falsely,  malkiottsly  and  traitorously  did 
compose  and  write,  and  cause  and  procure  to 
be  composed  and  written,  divers  accounts  and 
instructions  in  writing,  to  publish  and  declare 
to  the  said  persons  exercising  the  powers  of 
gsvcrnnn  nt  in  France,  and  being  enemies  of 
our  said  lord  the  king,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
citing the  said  persons  to  invade  this  kingdom 
ol  Ireland,  and     r^ise  and  make  war  therein 
against  our  said  lord  lUc  king,  divers  matters 
and  things  of  and  concerning  the  people  of 
this  kingdom  of  fir!  ind,  and  amoir^  t  otiier 
things  that  the  dusenia  s  were  Uead^  t  epubl*' 
cant,  devoted  to  iihati/,  and  tknmgh  ott  the 
stages  of  the  French  rcroluH^in  had  been  cnthn- 
tiatticalljf  attached  to  U ;  that  the  peatantri/  of' 
Ireland  man^eded  a  ^ree  ef  diteooteht 
7>ariout  insurrections,  that  there  was  no  n  here  a 
hif<hcr  spirit  of  aristocran/  thnn  in  all  the  pri- 
Ttleged  orders,  the  clergy  and  the  gentry  o^' 
Ireland  dowm  to  th»  eery  tomat,  to  eoitMUrvul 
uhich  there  appeared  a  spirit  rising  in  the 
people  which  never  existed  bejbre,  but  which  was 
spreading  most  ropidfy^  as  appeared  by  the  de» 
jenderSf  as  they  were  cnHcd,  and  olhfr  insur- 
gent* i  that  in  Ireland  the  name  of'  England 
emd  ker  pomer  wot  univertoUy  odieutt  uae  with 
those  II  ho  had  an  interest  in  maintaining  it,  a 
body  however  only  formidable  by  property  and 
nhurfam,  hmt  vkteh  the  fint  eonmltton  would 

level  in  the  dust  ;  that  on  the  contrary  the  ^reat 

hulk  of  the  people  (meaning  tiie  people  ol  Ire- 
land,; uQuid  be  ready  to  throw  off  the  jfokt 
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fmeanine  the  goveroment  of  our  nid  hud  tfie 

King  in  Inat  country)  if  they  saw  onv  force  stif- 
Jicientiy  strong  to  resort  tojor  defence  till  ar- 
raugementt  toutd  bemadif  theit  the  gournmtttt 
of  Ireltuid  ri'iis  only  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  go- 
vernment nl  jorce^  that  the  mment  a  superior 
force  appeurid  ft  wmttd  iwiMe  at  ence,  a*  ieinf^ 
founded  neither  in  the  interests  nor  in  the  af- 
fections if  the  people ;  that  there  seemed  little 
doubt  but  an  invofwrn  (meaning  an  invasion  of 
Ireland,  by  the  said  enemies  of  our  SBld  loni 
the  king)  in  suffinent  force,  would  be  supported 
l/y  the  people  ;  (mcamiig  the  people  of  Ireland) 
tkot  there  ttas  scarcely  any  army  in  tiie  country, 
(meaning  in  Ireland)  and  that  the  militta, 
(meanmg  Uie  militia  of  Ireland)  would  to  a 
ptoral  rertminiy  refuse  to  act  if  the^  ekanXd  tee 
such  a  force  us  they  caiild  ItHik  to  for  ^unym-f  : 
and  also  that  the  said  William  Jackson  as 
sach  false  Irailor  «s  aforesaid,  during  the  said 
^va^  between  our  said  lord  the  king  and  the 
aaid  persons  esercisiiijg  the  powers  of  govern  • 
vent  in  France,  to  wit,  on  the  same  my  and 
year  Ust  aforesaid,  at  the  parish  of  Saint  An- 
drew aforesaid,  in  the  city  and  county  of  the 
city  uf  Dublin  aforesaid,  in  further  prosecu- 
tion  of  his  trcaj^on  and  treasonable  purposes 
H'dresaid,  with  force  and  arms  did  filstly, 
vickcdly,  and  traitorously  compose  antj  write, 
and  cause  and  procuft  to  lie  composed  and 
written,  divfr-?  other  accounts  ana  inslrtic- 
ttoas  in  writing  ot  and  concerning  the  people 
of  this  kingdom  of  Irehuid,  to  incite,  move, 
and  per«>uade  the  said  persons  exercising  the 
powers  of  government  in  France,  and  being 
enemies  ol  our  said  lord  the  king,  as  afore- 
said, to  invade  this  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and 
to^  raise  and  make  war  therein,  against  our 
said  lord  the  king,  all  which  saiT  accounts 
and  instructions  in  writing  furcin  before 
mentioned  to  have  been  written  and  com- 
jwsed  snd  caused  and  procured  to  be  written 
ami  cuni|Hi<<cd  bv  the  said  William  Jackson, 
he  the  said  William  Jackson  as  such  false 
traitor  as  ^foresaid,  and  in  further  prosecution 
of  his  trt-dson  and  trt  asunahlc  purposes  afore- 
said, afterwards  iii  }  rlurni^  the  said  war  he- 
tweeu  our  i>aid  lurii  tite  kii)g  and  the  said 
persons  eiercising  the  powers  of  government 
in  Franrc,  to  wit,  on  the  same  day  and  vcar 
Jast  alv>fe>atd,  at  the  parish  ot  Saint  Andrew 
aforesaid,  in  the  city  and  county  of  the  city 
of  Dublin  aforesaid,  with  force  and  arms 
falsely,  wickedly,  and  traitorously  delivered 
and  caused  and  procured  to  be  delivered  into 
the  said  i>frKo  of  the  post  at  Dublin  aforesaid, 
to  be  irom  thence  conveyed  into  foreign  parts 
beyond  the  seas,  and  there,  to  wit,  in  foreign 
parts  beyond  the  seas,  to  be  delivered  to  cer- 
tain persons  on  the  behalf  and  for  the  use  of 
the  sajd  (icrsons  exercising  Ijie  powers  of 
government  in  France,  ana  enemies  of  our 
said  lord  the  kinp:  a*!  aforesaid,  for  t!,(  in- 
formation, eiKouragemcnt,  and  assistance  of 
the  sud  persons  excfcbins  the  powers  of  go- 
^emmcnt  in  France,  and  being  cnrniirs''of 
pur  said  lord  the  king  as  aforesaid :  and  that 


during  the  said  war  between  onr  said  lord 

the  king  and  the  said  persons  exercising  the 
powers  of  government  in  France,  to  wit,  on 
the  same  ^y  and  year  last  albresaid,  at  the 
parish  aforesaid,  in  the  city  and  county  of  the 
city  of  Uublii^,  the  said  William  Jackson  as 
such  fUse  trdtor  as  aforesaid,  and  in  fiirther 
prosecution  of  his  treason  and  treasonable 
purposes  aforesaid,  with  force  and  arms  falsely, 
wickedly,  and  trutorousiy  delivered  and 
caused  and  procured  to  be  delivered  into  the 
said  office  of  t!io  p^St  at  Dublin  riforrsaid,  to 
be  from  thence  conveyed  into  ioreigii  parts 
beyond  the  seas  and  delivered  to  we  nid 
persons  exercising  the  powers  of  government 
in  France,  and  bemg  enemies  of  our  said 
lord  the  king  as  ^orcsiud,  for  the  pur- 
pose f.f  inciting  the  said  persons  toinvndf  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland, and  to  raise  and  mako  w  ar 
therein,  against  our  said  lord  the  king,  divert 
olhcraccount-  nnd  in^tructinnsin  writingofand 
concerning  the  people  of  this  kii^dom  of  Ire- 
land, whereof  he  the  said  William  Jadcaon 
then  and  there  well  knew  the  contents,  pur- 
porting and  containing  therein  amongst  other 
things  that  the  dissenters  were  steady  repuhti* 
cans,  devoted  to  liberty,  and  through  all  the 
stafici  of  the  French  revolution  hod  been  enthu- 
siastically attached  to  U  ;  tlmt  the  peasumlry  of 
Ireland  man^etted  a  degree  ef  dteeontent  by 
various  insitrrectians,  nnd  there  rras  nmrhere  € 
hieher  spirit  of  aristocracy  than  in  all  the  pri» 
vUeged  orders,  the  clergjf  mud  the  gentry  qf 
Ireland  dou  n  to  the  very  Uwest,  to  countervail 
which  there  appeared  a  spirit  rising  in  the  peo- 
ple wktek  itever  existed  befiire,  but  wkiek  was 
spreuiling  most  rapidh/  as  appeared  by  the  Tie- 
fenders,  as  they  were  called^  and  other  tiuur- 
genis ;  that  la  tretemd  the  nume  of  England 
and  her  povxr  was  universally  odious,  save  with 
thou  who  had  an  interest  in  maintainime  it  ;  a 
body,  however,  only  formidable  from  situatioss 
and  property,  but  tchich  the  first  eonvulnim 
would  frrrl  in  the  dust ;  that  on  (he  ct>ntrury, 
the  great  bulk  of  the  people  (meaning  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland)  aNwId  he  ready  to  throw  off  fjba 
yoke,  if  thry  saw  nny  force  sufhrirntfy  iitoiif^  to 
resort  to for  defence  till  arrangements  could  be 
made;  that  the  fiovemment^lrelMdwmsoufy 
to  l>e  !oo!:t::l  upon  &s  a  cnvernment  if  force  ; 
that  the  moment  a  superior  force  appeared,  it 
would  tumble  ot  emee,  us  being  Jfbuwud  nnlher 
in  the  inlt  rests  nor  in  the  affectiont  of  the  peo» 
pie ;  that  there  seemed  little  doubt  but  an  inva- 
sion (meaning  an  invasion  of  Irehmd  by  the 
said  enemies  of  our  said  lord  the  king)  ta 
<tf!0j,-irf}f  force,  would  be  supported  by  thepeopfe 
(tiu'aiMug  the  people  of  Ireland),  that  there 
was  scarcely  any  army  in  the  country  (meaning 
in  Ireland)  and  thnt  fhr  fntlilia  (meaning  the 
militia  of  Ireland)  u>ould  to  a  moral  certainty 
refuse  to  uet  if  they  d^td  see  ssseh  a  force  us 
they  could  look  to  for  support :  and  also  that 
the  said  William  Jackson  as  such  false  traitor 
as  afoTfaaid,  during  the  s^  war  between  our 
said  lord  tlie  king  and  tlic  said  persons  exer- 
cising the  potnrm  of  goverameat  iu  France, 
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to  wit,  on  th«  tame  day  and  year  last  afore- 
said, at  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew  aforf'^irul,  in 
the  cit^  and  countv  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
mCommAt  in  farther  prosecution  of  his 
treason  and  treasonable  purposr*^  Hforcsaid, 
with  turce  and  arms,  fdsely,  wickedly,  and 
tnilonnnly  delivefcd  and  catuM  and  procured 
to  be  dtli^ered  into  the  said  ofBce  of  the  post 
at  Dublin  atorenid,  to  be  from  thence  earned 
into  foreign  parts  bqrond  the  seas,  and  deU> 
vcred  to  the  said  pcrM»n8  exercising  the  powers 
of  government  in  France,  and  bein^  enemies 
c»f  our  said  lord  the  king  as  aforesaid,  divers 
other  accounts  and  instructions  in  writing, 
of  and  concernin<»  the  people  of  this  kingdom 
Kit  irelauil,  whereot  he  the  said  William  Jack- 
son then  and  there  well  knew  the  contents, 
to  incite,  move,  and  persimflc  ihr  snid  persons 
exercising  the  powers  of  government  m  Prance, 
end  being  enemies  of  our  said  lord  the  king 
as  afore'^  iid,  to  invide  this  kin2;f1oTn  of  Ire- 
land, aiid  to  raise  and  make  war  therein, 
against  ear  said  lord  the  king,  t^nst  the 
duty  of  the  all(  ^i  nu  r  of  him  the  said  William 
Jaduon,  a^pinst  the  peace  of  our  said  lord 
the  kins,  his  crown  and  dignity,  and  contrary 
to  the  U>rn)  of  the  statute  in  such  case  made 
and  provided.    And  the  said  jurors  for  our 
said  sovereign  lord  the  king,  upon  their  oath 
forther  prei^ent ;  that  an  open  and  public  war 
on  tlie  said  third  day  of  April,  in  the  thirly- 
luurlti  year  of  the  reign  ot  our  said  sovereign 
lord  George  the  thiro^  by  the  grace  of  God  of 
Chreat  Britain,  France  and  Ireland  king,  dc« 
fender  of  the  faith,  and  bo  forth,  and  long  be- 
fore and  ever  since,  hitherto  by  land  and  by  sea 
^vas  :ir.rl  yet  •>  cnrried  on  and  prosecuted  by  the 
said  per»un!>  exercising  the  powers  of  goveru- 
snent  in  F^nce,  against  our  most  swen^  il]us> 
trious,and  excellent  prince,  our  said  lord  thenow 
king;  and  that  the  said  William  Jackson,  a 
subject  of  our  said  lord  the  kin[;  of  his  king- 
dom of  Ireland,  well  knowing;  the  premises, 
not  having  the  fear  of  God  in  his  heart,  nor 
weighing  the  duty  of  his  allegiance^  but  being 
moved  and  seduced  by  the  instigation  of  the 
devil,  as  a  false  traitor  against  our  most  se- 
rene, illustrious,  and  excellent  prince,  Geors;c 
the  Uiird,  now  kine  of  Ireland,  and  so  forth  ; 
and  contriving  and  with  all  his  ?<rength  in- 
tending the  peace  and  common  tranquillity 
nf  tiris  kingdom  of  Ireland  to  disquiet,  mo- 
lest, and  disturb,  and  the  government  of  our 
Mid  present  sovereign  lord  the  kins  of  this 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  to  change,  suhrert  and 
alter;  he  the  said  William  Jackson,  during 
the  war  aforesaid,  to  wit,  on  the  said  third  day 
of  April,  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  aforesaid 
and  on  divers  other  days  and  times,  as  well 
before  as  after  that  day,  with  force  and  arms 
at  the  said  parish  of  St.  Andrew  in  the  city  of 
Dublin  aforesud,  and  county  of  the  said  city, 
unlawfully  and  traitorously  was  adhering  to, 
and  aiding  and  comforting  Uie  said  persons, 
eseicising  the  powers  of  government  in 
France,  and  then  being  enemies  of  our  said 
piesent  sovereign  lord  the  Kingj  as  aforesaid; 


that  in  the  prosecution,  performance  and  exe- 
cution of  the  said  traitorous  adhering  of  the 
said  William  Jackson  to  tiic  said  persons 
exercising  the  powers  of  government  in  France, 
then  being  enemies  of  our  said  lord  the  pre- 
sent king  attcrwards  and  during  the  said  war 
between  our  sud  lord  the  king,  and  the  said 
persons  crrrrisinp^  the  powers  of  Eovrrnmcnt 
in  France,  to  wit,  on  the  ^id  uii(d  day  of 
April,  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  aforesaid,  at 
the  pari=;h  of  St.  Andrew  aforesaid,  in  the 
city  and  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
aforesaid,  he  the  siud  Willlani  Jadcson,  as 
such  false  traitor  as  aforesaid,  with  force  and 
arms  falsely,  maliciously,  and  traitorously  did 
come  to  and  land  in  this  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
that  is  to  say,  at  Dublin  aforesaid,  for  the 
purpose  of  prorurint?;  and  ohtaining  informa- 
tiou  and  accuuuL:^  ut  and  cuucerning  the  si- 
tuation and  disposition  of  the  subjects  of  our 
said  lord  the  king  of  his  kingaora  of  Ire- 
land, and  of  sending  and  causing  to  be 
sent,  stich  information  and  aocoonts  to  the 
said  persons  exercising  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment in  France,  and  being  enemies  of  our 
sud  lord  the  king  as  aforesaid,  with  an  intent 
to  aid  and  assist  the  said  enemir ^  of  cur  said 
lord  the  king  against  our  said  lord  the  king  ui 
the  war  aforesaid.*' 

[The  indictment  then  proceeds  to  enume- 
rate the  same  overt  acts  mentioned  in 
support  of  the  first  charge  ;  which  overt 
acts  arc  therefore  omiUed  in  his  part  to 
avoid  repetition  end  proliiitj.] 

Clerk  ^tke  Crawn.— How  say  you,  William 

Jackson,  arc  you  guilty  of  the  treason  whereof 
you  stand  inciicted  and  arraigned,  or  not  i 

Mr.  Jdcftson.— Not*guilty. 

Clerk  of  the  CrMpn.^uIpii^  how  will  you 
be  tried? 

Mr.  Jflvfaoa.— By  God  and  my  countiy. 
Clerk  of  the  Cram.— God  send  yon  a  good 

deliverance. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— I  am  now  humbly 
to  move  your  lordships,  tint  a  day  may  be 
appointecT  for  the  trial  of  the  prisoner.  If  the 
prisoner  be  not  ready  tor  his  trial  this  term, 
I  have  no  objeetion  to  its  being  poatpODcd 
until  the  next  term. 

Mr.  Curran.-A  have  been  assign^  by  tiic 
Court  as  counsel  for  the  prisoner.  It  i»  m^ 
ther  the  duty  of  my  client  in  his  present  si- 
tuation, to  wait  until  be  is  apprised  of  what 
the  inclination  of  the  Court  may  be,  befeva  be 
expresses  his  wish  upon  the  subject. 

Earl  of  Clonmell  TLord  Chief  J ustke).— Un- 
doubted I  v  the  first  aut;r  of  thk  Court  b  to  dii- 

Cose  of  the  crown  busmeae,  whieh  mij  come 
efore  it. 

Mr.  Curran. — If  mv  client  is  to  understand 
that  the  inclination  of  the  Court  is,  to  appoint 
a  day  for  the  trinl  in  this  term,  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  address  a  word  or  two  to 
the  Court.  I  make  no  diflailty  of  mgkm  hi 
this  casf ,  that  being  concerned  as  counselfor 

a  man  in  a  ptrilotis  sittiauooj  I  cannot  think 
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of  wasting  any  claim  he  ma}'  have  to  indul- 
gence. It  is  better  be  should  subnui  to  any 
order  made  by  the  Court,  than  urge  any  ap- 
plication from  himseir. 

Earl  of  CUmmeii  (Lord  Chief  Justice).— I  do 
aok  eaactly  see  the  otgect  of  this  eddieas. 

Mr.  Curran. — I  mean  to  inquire  whether 
the  Court  wish  to  try  the  prisoner  this  term. 

Eari  of  Omtmell  (Lord  Chief  Juttice)— The 
Court  have  no  wish  about  it.  Thcirfintduty 
is  to  go  through  the  business. 

Nr.  Attornetf  General— I  will  put  an  end  to 
tlua,  I  move  to  appoint  the  firat  ceHim  day  in 
the  next  term  for  the  Iridl. 

Earl  of  CUmmeii  (Lord  Chief  JusUce^The 
priaoner  is  in  a  comtiy  where  he  wtU  have 
every  poBsihle  edvantage  to  piepart  for  hi^ 
trial. 

Friday  the  7th  of  November  being  appointed 
ftr  hb  trial,  he  was  veouuMled  to  Newgate 
wilboot  any  el(|ectioiL 


SHimf,  m  JMmmm^,  1194. 

The  Court  having  sat,  Mr.  Jackson  was  put 
to  the  bar,  and  the  sricriff  cf  the  city  of  Dublin 
was  ordered  to  return  lus  venuey  which  he 
did,  and  the  clerk  of  the  crown  celled  it  over. 

I\Ir  Currwn. "  This  trial  ivas  appointed  for 
this  day.  it  is  mure  becoming  not  to  wait  to 
eeewliether  the  counsel  for  the  crown  will 
say  any  thing  as  to  putting  off  tlie  trial,  but  to  j 
state  how  my  client  is  circumstanced.  Ih 
lies  been  in  gaol  for  many  months.  He  was 
arraigned  la^t  term,  when  he  pleaded,  and  the 
Court  were  pleased  to  appoint  this  dav  for  his 
triaL  All  the  mterval  he  hM  emploved  in 
the  most  deliberate  preparations  fur  hi'i  de- 
fence. Though  a  native  of  this  country,  his 
life  has  been  spent  out  of  it.  He  sent  his  wife 
to  England  to  attend  upon  such  witnesses  as 
he  thought  neres«iary  for  tlie  trial  She  «>pcnt 
part  of  the  summer  lu  EnglaiiU  wiierc  an 
■gent  waa  easpleyed,  end  Mr.  Jackson  himself 
sent  another  upon  thr  same  husinrss.  'MH";e 
circumstances  arc  ready  to  be  proved  by  atb- 
davit  Mr*.  Jackson  remained  In  England 
some  time,  and  came  l  ac  k  to  prepare  for  the 
necessary  attendance.  8ome  properly,  which 
was  the  joint  property  of  both,  has  been  sold 
for  about  one-tenth  of  its  viUie,  to  dcfr:iy  the 
expense  of  bringing  over  witncs^s^cs,  who  can- 
not be  compelled  to  attend  by  any  process  of 
this  Court,  and  therefore  their  demands  must 
be  complied  with. 

Earl  of  Clonmell  (Lord  Chief  Justice).~The 
olU^  of  your  application  is»  that  the  priioner 
is  not  ready  for  nis  trial. 

Mr.  Curraa. — It  is:  the  application  could 
not  be  made  before,  because  the  Court  did 
not  «;tt,  and  the  prisoner  had  expected  that 
the  witneiaes  would  arriv«.  A  consider- 
able sum  <if  money  was  paid  to  deftay  their 
expenses,  and  certain  mailers  of  record  are  to 
be  brought  upon  a  security  of  6U0^.  for  their 
bci^g  reUirntd.    Mr.  I^ailor,  an  English 


agent,  has  them  in  his  possession,  and  he  wu 
eApccted  here  by  this  ume.  He  is  a  oialerial 
witness,  end  bis  arrival  with  the  olhere 
was  expected :  they  arc  not  \el  arrived. 
There  appeared  apara|^raph  in  ibe  EoglisU 
newspapKers,  that  this  trial  was  put  off  to  tbi 
51st  mst. : — Wr.  Jackson  states  tliat  bis  wit> 
ncsses  mi|(ht  be  led  into  error  by  ibis  publi- 
cation, which  was  made  without  anycooi^ 
vance  or  privity  of  his.  There  is  aoother 
circumstance:  in  the  last  term,  the  Court 
assigned  the  prisoner  two  counsel ;  Mr.  Poo> 
sonby  was  one  of  them ;  he  is  in  England  j 
his  arrival  was  cxprrtf-d  by  this  lime:— lie  is 
not  yet  arrived,  and  ttie  conseauencc  is,  that 
Mr.  Jackson  will  be  deprived  or  the  aid  of  one 
of  Ills  counsel.  As  to  the  comp  (r;i'i\  r  u?i  f 
others,  it  is  unnecessary  to  com^uU  ii :  \M 
Court  will  feel  the  weight  ofthecwcomstiiKe 
I  have  mentioned.  'J'nc  priM-jntT  swears  he 
cannot  with  safety  to  his  Ule  ao  to  tnal  with- 
out the  witnesses;  he  has  done  every  thin{ 
to  procure  tlicir  attendance,  and  does  expect 
them  and  hts  counsel  upon  any  future  day  to 
which  the  Court  shall  think  proper  to  jml- 
pone  the  trial. 

F.arl  of  C/oaMeil(Loni  Chief  Justice)^Ia 
this  term  ? 

Mr.  Curran.-^VLft  Instnicts  me  to  speak 

with  the  uttnDst  catidour.  Hi*  wi<.h  is  to  lie 
tri^d  ;  he  means  no  artificial  delay  w  hatever. 

Earl  of  ClonmeU  (Lord  Chief  justice).-If 
liiis  afr)':fa\it  be  not  sworn,  let  it  beSWOlS 

now  ,  wlicu  It  is,  let  it  be  read. 

[Three  atiidavils  were  then  sworn;  ods 
by  the  prisoner,  a  seeond  by  his  wife,  a 
third  by  his  agent,  setting  forth  the  en- 
deavours which  had  been  used  to  procure 
the  attendance  of  witnesses,  as  staled  by 
Mr.  Cumn.J 

Karl  of  CloHmell  (Lord  Chief  Justke).- 
Wiiiit  time  do  you  desire  ^ 

Mr.  Curran. — He  would  wish  to  have  the 
trial  this  term  if  possible,  to  avoid  expeoce. 
The  witnesses  may  be  on  their  xvay,  and  if  a 
day  be  appointed,  it  ui  possible  they  mav  not 
be  here  on  that  day.  Mr.  Jackson  feels  the 
neccssarv  rc^noct  for  the  court ;  but  h  would 
rather  wish  to  postpone  the  trial  until  the 
neat  term,  then  neve  any  day  named  in  this 
Ic^l  there  mi^ht  be  a  disappointment,  in  -.vhicii 
case,  it  would  be  impossible  to  name  sootiier 
day  in  the  same  term,  as  there  would  not  be 
time  for  the  jury  process.  Uut  I  will  leave  it 
entirely  to  the  court,  I  prc?*s  no  day.  it  is 
the  priboni  r'i  wi&h  to  be  IritMl,  if  he  can  bs 
ready;  if  the  witnesses  sfrive^  it  istbe  mih 
of  his  heart  to  V'p  tried. 

Mr.  Jm  kson.—My  lords,  the  irapicJ>j»ion  I 
would  wish  to  leave  on  this  Court  is,  thst 
notwithstanding  four  months  might  appear 
sufficient  for  pcepacatioo,  yet  with  the  utuiu^t 
exertion,  I  have  not  been  prepared.  Ten  dsj» 
after  my  trial  was  postponed,  I  p«'t  rmttcrj 
in  arrangement ;  every  exertion  was  used  to 
bring  over  the  witnesses  and  docuiMBU; 
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notices  were  aemd  upon  certom  persons  in 

England  to  produce  certain  dot  niwnu,  or  cor- 
respondences reiaUve  to  mjr  conduct:— These 
llmve  not  been  farooght  over^  ami  the  agent  in 
England  Im  been  so  grossly  impos-ed  upon, 
from  the  idea  thai  the  trial  was  put  off',  that 
he  wrote  to  my  wife  that  he  would  not  come 
cnrer  until  he  heard  from  me.  Why  this  pa- 
r  i-T  (|ih  was  put  into  the  pappr«  in  England 
and  copied  into  the  papers  in  this  town,  I 
cannot  aty.  I  never  ftlt  a  greater  ^napooint- 
ment  is  mjr  file  than  in  not  being  tried  this 
day. 

Mr.  Attorney  Ceitffnl.-~-On  the  part  of  the 

crown  it  is  my  duty  to  yield  to  every  thing, 
consi:itcnt  with  the  admuustration  of  justice, 
not  only  that  the  siibiect  may  have  justice 
administerofi  to  him,  tnit  that  all  mankind 
may  sec  it  is  administered  fairly.  An  aiiida- 
^it  has  been  read,  stating  sonic  circumstances 
naterial  to  the  point.  Others  have  been  read, 
^luch  c;iimot  lia\o  any  influence  whatever. 
I  >..iy  this,  that  tht  y  nmy  not  weigh  with  the 
public  mind.  It  is  idle  to  say  that  paragraphs 
111  the  papers  of  F,n£;I;in(l  or  Ireland  can  have 
»ny  weight;  they  might  be  put  in  b^  persons 
knowing  nothing  of  the  matter,  which  might 
be  the  present  case ;  it  is  impossible  any 
agpot  could  be  so  ignorant  as  to  be  deceived 
by  it. — Another  ctrcumstanee  Is  the  absence  of 
Wr.  Ponsonby.  The  bar  of  Ireland  furnishes 
able  men  fully  adequate  to  conduct  a  trial  of 
this  kind : — ^Therc  are  men  as  able  as  Mr. 
jp^onsonby,  and  when  I  say  that,  I  mean  to 
prjy  no  small  complimcnl  to  him.  The  pri- 
soner bwears  that  some  documents  are  oeces- 
f^ary  to  be  had,  and  that  witnesses  are  to  be 
broujht  over:— Under  such  circumstances  I 
should  not  lluak  myselt  justi6able  in  resisting 
the  application ;  therefore  I  submit  to  the 
Cotirl  ith  deference,  that  the  rule  sliould  be 
to  postpone  the  trial ;  and  that  there  may  be 
no  ground  for  an  application  of  this  kind  m 
future,  I  submit  that  il  would  be  Ixsl  to  post- 
pone the  trial  to  the  next  term,  that  the  wit- 
nesses both  for  the  crown  and  the  prisoner 
may  attend,  and  have  full  notice  of  the  time 
vhen  th«>y  are  lu  attf^tid.  As  to  postponing 
the  tnai  to  a  day  im  this  term,  and  then  to 
hnre  it  posl|ioiied  again,  if  tbe  witnesses  do 
not  attend,  it  may  be  done,  but  it  is  not  re- 
gular to  make  an  order  upon  a  contingency 
of  that  kind.  Hie  first  Monday  in  the  next 
term  \vi!l  be  a  proper  day.  I  dn  not  find  that 
the  prisoner  complains,  but  the  world  should 
kno«r,  that  he  is  treated  with  all  the  indul- 
nee  a  man  in  bis  unfortunate  situation  can 
.  Ue  was  indicted  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
^ras  brought  up  for  trial  at  a  time  when  the 
witnesses  for  the  crown  were  ready;  he  then 
applied  \o  postpone  his  trial. 

Mr.  Jackion. — My  lords,  may  I  Ue  admitted 
to  say  a  word  or  two  ?  Entirely  contrary  to 
what  has  been  complained  of  by  several  in 
my  situation  in  England.  I  will  thus  observe, 
aoM  testify  in  the  face  or  this  Court,  and  the 
Mid  at  krge,  ihtt  Ibr  a  oua  ta  ny  liuiation, 
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it  is  hnpesdble  to  be  treated  with  more  ten- 

dernr'^':,  humanity,  and  attention,  than  I  have 
experienced.  Whether  the  complaints  ii» 
England  be  well  founded  or  not,  the  treat- 
ment  I  have  met  with  is  not  surprising,  be- 
cause it  only  proves,  what  every  one  knows, 
that  humanity  ts  the  characteristic  uf  Ireland. 

Bart  of  ClonmtU  (Lord  Chief  Jostke).— Ift 
this  caws  it  is  nnneressary  to  show  what 
passes  in  England,  a  country  as  famed  for  jus- 
tice, ami  other  great  qualifications,  as  any 
other  country :  justice  is  there  atlministcred 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  exalt  it  above  the 
other  countries  of  the  earth.  It  is  our  dMy 
to  administer  justice  in  such  a  way  as  to  give 
aaUsfaction  to  all  [^ties.  I  am  |{laa  to 
see  that  the  prisoner  tMnks  he  is  weA 
treated.  The  Court  has  been  entirely  passive 
upon  the  subject,  forming  the  rule  upon  the 
consent  on  lioth  sides.  At  present  there  ap- 
pears to  be  nothing  materially  diSierent  be- 
tween the  eentlemen  conrrrned  on  both 
sides.  It  win  be  better  to  appomt  a  certain 
day;  it  may  lessen  the  expense  to  the  pri- 
soner, to  give  ample  and  full  time  to  be  fairly 
prepared  for  tbe  trial  of  bis  life,  that  he  may 
not  want  any  evidenee  with  which  the  blesa- 
ings  of  tills  constitution  run  furnish  him-^ 
that  he  may  come  furnished  with  ^eveiy  poa> 
sible  defence  that  time  and  abilities  can 
supply  on  the  one  hand  ;  —  on  the  other, 
judges  are  to  see,  that  the  punishment  of  fia- 

f;itious  crimes  be  not  triflea  with,  but  that  the 
aw  may  be  administered  with  calmness  and 
vigour.  These  are  my  sentiments,  and  from 
the  opinion  I  have  of  iny  brethren,  are  tiieu: 
sentiments.  To  apply  thera  to  the  pfeaent 
occasion,  there  is  no  question  to  debate  upon 
this  application.  The  most  |Hx>bable  way  to 
have  an  e^tual  trial  will  be  to  appoint  the 
first  Monday  in  the  next  term.    Be  it  so. 

Mr.  Jacfaon. — My  lords,  I  have  been  six 
months  confined  in  a  single  room.  If  I  might 
be  permitted  occasionally,  and  that  very  sel- 
dom indeed,  with  the  keeper  of  the  prison,  to 
walk  in  the  Yard,  early  in  the  morning,  I 
should  be  glad  of  it. 

Earl  of  Clamnell  (Lord  Chief  Justice).--The 
Court  cannot  meddle  with  that.  If  you  com- 
plain of  oppfcisioii,  we  wiU  interiete. 

The  piieoQer  WW  then  fomaded. 


The  prisoner  was  thb  day  pot  to  the  har, 

and  the  clerk  of  the  crown  asked  him,  was  ho 
ready  for  his  trial.   Ue  said  he  was. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— lAy  lords,  I  am  on 
the  part  of  the  crown  to  move  the  Cotirt  to 
postpone  the  trial  in  this  case  to  some  day 
within  tlie  term,  in  such  time  as  may  give 
an  opportunity  to  issue  a  venire  with  the 
usual  return  of  fifteen  days,  which  ran  be 
uuoQ  the  lotli  of  Februaiy  ilext.  Tlie  ground 
of  my  applicaliiHl  is  this,  that  one  of  Uie  wit- 
nesses is  absetil  and  caonot  attend  thii 
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day.  I  hare  an  affidavit  in  my  hand,  sworn 
by  Mr.  Remmis  the  crown  soliator,  stat- 
ing, that  he  used  the  utmost  diligence  to 
bring  over  die  witnesses  from  England,  all 
of  whom,  rxrept  two.  reside  in  London, 
and  they  ail  atleudcd  last  terra,  when  at 
the  prisoner's  desire  the  trial  was  postponed. 
Mr.  Kenimis  states  by  hi*^  nffidavit,  that  John 
Cockayne,  a  wilnessi,  withuut  whose  testi- 
mony the  justice  of  the  case  cannot  be  at- 
tuned, tlid  write  a  letter  from  London,  staling 
that  he  was  in  au  ill  state  ui  iiealth,  but 
-would  set  out  on  the  next  day,  attended  fa^ 
Mr.  Moun^ey,  another  witness:  Mr.  Kemmis 
also  states  that  he  received  another  letter 
from  C.  Mounsey,  daU^  Holyhead,  January 
34th  instant,  mentioning  that  he  and  Mr. 
Cockayne  had  arrived  there,  but  that  the  se- 
venty of  the  weather,  and  the  quantity  of 
snow  upon  the  roads  prevented  them  from 
usin0  more  expedition  :  \h:\\  Mr.  Cockayne 
was  in  an  ill  stale  ot'heallii,  Ui.it  he  consulted 
a  surgeon,  who  advised  him  nut  to  set  out  for 
Dubhn.  Mr.  Kemmis  swears  that  he  rerrii.cd 
these  letters  by  post,  that  he  believes  them  lo 
be  genuine,  and  the  contents  of  them  to  be 
tnic  I  nder  these  circimi'^tanrrc,  it  rannot 
be  di&puted  that  the  trial  must  be  po^tpoued, 
it  will  be  for  the  eentleoien  concerned  tor  the 
prisoner  to  say,  ^%^ethcr  thigr  would  have  any 
thing  arlded  to  the  rule. 

[Here  the  affidavit  was  r^,  and  it  ap- 
peared to  contain  the  facts  stated  by  Mr. 
Attorney  GeneiaU] 

Mr.  Curran^  for  the  prisoner.  It  is  sub- 
mitted to  ilu  ('niirt,  that  t!iis  afTidavii  docs 
not  lay  any  ground  to  warrant ^'our  lordships  in 
postponing  this  trial.  There isone  faetstated 

which  Mr.  Kcmmis  docs  not  recollect  pre- 


process-server,  that  he  made  any  request 
pPTsonally,  or  that  Cockavne  made  any  pro- 
mise to  attend  A  letter  has  been  spoken  of  ; 
is  there  any  affidavit  of  any  man  thai  i^rs  lie 
know<>  the  hand-writing  of  ('ocVavn<>.  and 
knows  this  letter  to  be  his  haud-wnutig;  Mr. 
Kemmis  says  he  received  this  letter.  Does  he 
know  the  hand-writing?  No;  he  believes  it  is 
Cockayne's  letter.  Does  he  say  why  he  belitTCi 
it  ?  D  >^  s  he  state  that  the  letter  promiKS  he 
would  attend  at  any  oilier  time?  Not  a  word, 
i  I  states  that  he  is  sick.  But  there  ought  U>  be 
estabUshed  facts  lud  before  the  Court  Let 
the  gentlemen  concerned  for  the  cniwn  make 
the  motion  as  a  matter  of  course,  because  tbe^ 
do  not  wish  to  go  on  with  the  trial,  finding  it 
is  cither  impracticable,  or  nugatory;  or  let 
them  iav  some  satisfactory  matter  for  the  pur- 
pose. I  submit  that  there  is  nothing  to  eQ- 
title  them  to  the  order  now  flOu^ht  for. 

Mr.  Ponsonhy  on  (he  ssmie  '•ir^e  My  lords, 
I  humbiy  submit  tiiat  tins  atVid  tvit  dues  not 
state  sufficient  matter  to  entitle  the  crown  to 
put  oflT  the  trial.  The  affidavit  should  «tale 
specitically  that  llie  person,  ou  account  of 
whose  absence  the  trial  cannot  eo  on,  wast 
material  witness.  The  affidavit  (R>es  n  f  ^tat- 
that  poNliveiy;  Mr.  Kemmis  only  savs,  k 
lel&vei,  and  he  used  these  extiaornotrj 
words,  "  that  the  justice  of  the  case  qanuotbe 
attained  without  this  witness." — What  docs 
Mr.  Kemmis  call  the  justice  of  the  case?— 
Hanging  my  client  without  the  verdict  of  t 
jury,  or  the  sentcTice  of  your  lordships.  The 
atliduvit  does  not  bi^ite  po^Uvely,  tlat  the 
witness  was  material  for  the  prosecution ;  od- 
ther  does  it  state  that  his  niimdaoce  is  «!• 
pected,  or  that  there  is  rea^oable  ground  to 
believe  he  will  attend  at  any  future  dqr* 
There  is  no  instancr,  even  in  a  civil  case, 


cisely:  he  was  mistaken  io  saying,  that  the  where  u  trial  is  put  oD,  unless  the  par^' swears 
trial  was  put  off  upon  the  arraignment,  at  tfie  positively  that  the  ^tnest  is  materul,  and 
instance  of  tlie  prisoner.  1'he  arraignment  that  there  was  reasonable  ground  to  expect 
was  too  late  io  Trinity  term  to  bring  on  the  j  his  attendance.  The  letter  meotionca  iu 
trial.  In  the  lest  term,  the  trial  was  post- 1  the  affidavit  does  not  state,  that  the  wilnw 

will  come  ;  the  certificate  of  the  surgeon 
does  not  state,  that  the  indisposition  will 
permit  the  witness  to  attend  at  a  future 
day,  nor  does  the  crown  soUcitor  say  he  has 
reason  to  think  the  witness  will  attend. 
Thcrciiore  the  ingredients^  which  are  ttioutbt 
material  in  dvii  cases,  are  wanting  in  this 
case.  How  much  nwrr  uialerial  arc  they  in 
lor  his  trial.  If  it  were  there  would  be  a  way  a  case  of  treason,  and  where  the  party  has 
of  eaterroinattng  almost  any  man  in  the  com-  Iain  nine  months  in  gaol? — This  u  a  men 

'  impoution  upon  the  aunplicti^  of  the  cmm 

solicitor. 

Mr.  Prtme  Serjeant,  in  reply  for  the  ciowo. 

As  it  strikes  rae,  this  atbdavit  is  more  full 
and  Drcgnant  with  circumstances  to  lead 
the  aiscretion  of  the  Court  than  any  I 
remember.   The  first  position  is,  that  John 

Cockayne  is  a  material  witness,  a!i  hebclicv«» 
tor  the  crown.  How  is  it  po^&ilile  lor  SBV 
man  to  swear  to  more  tlian  Delief  in  such  s 

case?  it  is  impo'^sible  To  conjoctuTe    But  it 


ponod  at  the  instance  and  upon  the  motion  of 
the  prisoner,  and  in  consequence  of  that,  it 
comes  on  now,  unless  it  oe  the  pleasure  of 
the  Court  to  postpone  it  farther.  This  man 
has  been  lyinc  in  gaol  since  the  middle  of 
April  last,  and  k  i»  not  a  matter  of  course  for 
the  crown  to  postpone  a  trial,  where  the  party 
has  remained  so  lonp;  in  prison,  and  is  ready 


munity,  with  more  certainty  than  could  follow 
any  trial,  becau&e  trial  and  conviction  can  ex- 
tend only  to  guilt,  but  that  kind  of  silent  ex- 
termination may  tall  upon  the  i:ir;0(  cnt.  To 
postpone  the  trial  at  the  present  time,  there 
ought  to  be  proper  verified  mutters  of  fact  laid 
benice  the  Court.  If  that  rule  be  a  true  one. 
It  h  impossible  to  postpone  the  trial  upon 
tUis>  afhdiiivit,  because  it  does  not  state  any 
veofieil  matter  of  fact;  there  is  no  circum- 
stance stated  but  upon  thr  Ulirf  of  Mr.  Kem 


There  is  no  alhUava  by  the  meanest ,  there  be  any  doubt  upon  the  materiality  <U 
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his  evidence,  your  lordships  have  bofore  yon 
Ibat  which  will  satisfy  vou  whether  it  be  ma- 
terial or  not  Upon  fooking  into  the  inlbr- 
xnatioiis,  you  can  form  a  ronchijfion  whether 
this  roan's  testimuoy  be  material  or  nut,  at 
least  to  put  the  priflonerupon  tiia>; — the  jury 
will  determine  whether  it  be  sunicienl  for 
conviction. — The  next  position  is,  that  the 
justice  of  the  case  cannot  be  attainetf  withuul 
the  eiaminalion  of  Cockayne,  as  deponent 
believes. — Look  then  to  the  same  ducument, 
and  see  whether  the  examination  of  Cockayne 
lie  not  essentially  necessary  to  the  justice  of 
the  case    The  next  fact  stated  ij,  that  this 
trial  was  oustponed  in  Trinity  term ;  it  is  not 
pretendea  that  it  was  postponed  at  the  desire 
of  the  crown,  nor  will  I  say  it  was  at  the  de- 
sire of  the  prisoner.   It  wa.s  with  the  concur- 
vence  of  the  prisoner's  counsel ;  all  the  wit- 
nesses for  the  crown  attended  at  that  time. 
So  it  rested  until  November ;  then  an  appli* 
titioD  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner 
to  postpone  the  trial.    The  counsel  for  tlie 
crown  did  not  resist  the  application,  that  the 
prisoner  might  have  an  opportunity  of  viodi- 
Otine  his  character  upon  a  fair  trial.  The 
trial  b  eing  appointed  for  this  day,  the  crown, 
solicitor  states,  that  on  the  17  th  of  January 
in  St.  he  reoeivod  a  letter,  which  he  believes 
to  be  genuine,  from  Mr.  Cockayne,  ftating 
that  he  would  set  out  the  next  day  from  Lon- 
don for  Ireland  to  give  avidnce  upon  this 
trial.    Then  the  solicitor  states,  that  he  re- 
ceived a  letter  on  Saturday,  the  S4th  instant 
firom    Mr.   Moimi^,    who  accompanied 
Cockayne  to  Holyhead,  where  the  solicitor 
swears  he  believes  Cockayne  now  is.  The 
letter  mentions  that  Cockayne  had  eoae  so 
far  in  prosecution  of  his  intention  :  the  letter 
contains  the  certificate  of  the  surgeon  enclosed, 
as  to  hu  state  of  health.   It  is  said,  there  is 
BO  afl^vit  of  any  process  being  served. 
Where  a  party  has  given  informations,  and  is 
bound  to  prosecute,  it  is  not  thought  neces- 
Miyto  sem  anj  process  to  compel  his  ap* 
pesrance,  because  he  has  entered  into  a  re- 
cegnizance  to  appear.  If  there  had  been  no 
recognizance  and  the  witaese  lived  in  Ireland^ 
process  mi^lit  be  necessary;  but  I  do  not 
Jttiow  the  cfiect  of  any  process  served  upon  a 
witness  in  England  to  attend  in  IrehuMls  I 

five  no  opinion  how  far  such  process  would 
e  obligatory ;  bul  where  a  party  is  bound  bv 
matter  ef  record,  it  vvould  be  absord  to  caO 
upon  him  by  process.    The  solicitor  for  the 
crown  says  he  has  used  bis  best  endeavours 
and  diligence  to  have  the  prisoner  tried  with 
all  Dossible  expedition.   This  application  is 
maoie  only  in  conse<)uence  of  the  absence  of 
Cockayne :  if  the  trial  be  postponed,  the  so> 
licitor  states  he  b  in  hopes  Cowaxaa  will  au 
tend  I — what  hopes  ran  be  more  reasonable 
where  the  party  has  come  so  far  as  Ho- 
Ijhead  ?   If  the  solicitor  for  the  crown  had  | 
stated  his  belief  without  any  reason  for  it,  j 
could  it  be  so  stcong  as  where  he  has  assigned  1 
his  ressoos?— Ha  sveaia  the  vilDetMt  aia  aft  I 
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Holyhead,  as  he  believes,  and  that  ti^e  letters 
'are  genuine.  If  these  matters  be  not  suffi- 
cient to  postpone  the  trial,  !  am  much  mis- 
taken; I  have  mbtafcen  the  discretion  of 
judges. 

&ri  of  CIPNawJI  (Lorl  Chief  Justicey— It 

is  impossible  to  go  on  with  the  trial  this  day. 
The  rule  is  made  with  the  concurrence  of  my 
brethren.  This  is  an  application  to  postpone 
the  trial  to  the  10th  of  next  month — a  day  in 
this  term— and  see  upon  what  ground  it  is 
made.    It  has  been  very  truly  said  (and  I 
shall  ever  hold  it  as  ay  opinitm,  and  have 
done  *o  for  twenty  years:  the  first  time  I 
took  it  up  was  upon  consideration  with  chief 
justice  Paters4^)n,  when  tlMf4)Oestion  was  con- 
sidered by  a  variety  of  persons  in  the  case  of 
the  WhitC'boys)  that  it  never  was  of  course^ 
and  it  oi^ht  not  to  be  of  coarse  to  postpooa 
a  trial  on  the  part  of  a  prosecutor ;  and  one 
reason  was  this,  if  the  prosecutor's  witnesses 
die,  what  they  hate  said  is  not  lost,  having 
given  examination  before;  if  the  pr'rboner's 
witnesses  die,  he  is  undone ;  and  therefore  it 
is  not  to  be  considered  as  a  matter  of  course  ; 
but  the  rule  in  those  cases  must  be  governed 
by  circumstances.     See  what  the  circum- 
stances here  are : — ^The  trial  was  first  put  off 
not  as  sgMnst  the  prisoner,  but  to  aecommo- 
date  him ;  -  at  that  time,  Cockayne,  who  has 
sworn  material  intormatioos,  attended  ;  the 
solicitor  for  the  cvomi  Swears,  ameover,  that 
he  believes  Cockayne  to  be  a  mat^ial  Wit- 
ness; be  attended  as  such;  he  resides  in 
another  countiy;  ha^MMO^,  aadentaiad 
into  a  recognisance,  in  consequence  of  the 
iofonnatioQS  he  bad  given.    In  Michaelmas 
term,  ttm  ttfkt  was  pe^poned  upon  applicatioii 
of  the  prisoner     upon  what  ground  ?^ — tliat 
he  wanted  a  material  witatts — that  circum- 
stances prevented  his  bavitfg  his  evidanoe— > 
that  he  was  not  prepared.— —Now,  there  h 
an  affidavit  made,  stating  circumstances — 
what  circumstances?    Tlut  Cockayne,  and 
Mounsey,  two  witnesses,  to  prove  their  sin- 
cerity of  intention  in  coming  to  attend  the 
trial,  set  out  from  Loadon,  and  are  at  iiuly« 
beea )  and  though  the  certilicate  of  the  sur- 
geon  might  be  stronger,  if  made  upon  oath, 
yet  from  the  letter  sworn  by  the  crown  soliv 
citor  ta  be  genuine,  the  attendance  of  tha 
witnesses  is  ejL|»ected,  if  the  trial  be  postponed 
to  the  latter  end  of  the  term ;  therefore  to 
hnny  on  a  trial,  so  serious  to  the  prisoner^ 
and  the  public,  would  have  the  appearance  of 
levity.   If  the  prisoner  be  not  guilty,  he  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  clearing  himself  fully ; 
if  he  be  gudty  we  should  not  defeat  justice)} 
where  the  crown  was  reatly  twice  to  prose- 
cute, we  ought  now  to  postpone  it— Let  the 
trial  be  postponed  to  the  lOtb  of  February. 

Mr.  Pomonbr/,  for  the  prisoner. — If  the 
trial  be  postponed,  the  prisoner  wishes  it  ma« 
be  poetponco  to  the  next  term.  A  antsml 
witness,  who  attends  for  him,  is  an  attomejf 
of  the  ootirts  at  Westminster,  and  he  canatfi 
stay  bete  during  tbe  whok  t^m. 
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Earl  of  Oonmeli  (LorU  Chief  ^uMice).~I 
think  wo  muttyidd  to  the  iiriwmei't  appli- 
cation. There  IS  no  a-^urance  ^'wcw  to  us, 
|»ositiveJy,  that  on  the  lOth  oi  next  montli 
there  wiB  be  a  trial,  or  that  the  crown  can  be 
ready,  nor  can  the  circumstances  justify  such 
assertion,  the  absence  of"  the  witness  being 
Occasioned  by  sickness.  Then  it  comes  to 
this,  the  crown  is  not  retdgr,  aad  it  k  not 
stated  positively  when  the  prosecutor  will  be 
ready  — A  witness  for  the  prisoner  says  that 
it  is  indispensably  necessary  for  him  to  attend 
«t  Westminster,  and  that  an  absence  firum 
the  courts  there  during  an  entire  term,  wiU 
be  ftt  the  haaerd  of  mm  to  hiioKlf  and  hie 
clients.— What  is  to  br  done  '  It  comes  to  a 
question  of  convenience,  which  is  a  serious 
one  to  individaali,  but  wo  cannot  halanee  the 
e\pen  e.  We  fliuat  poslpoDe  tho  trial  ii&til 
the  next  term. 

Tho  trial  was  accordingly  postponed  to 
the  second  day  of  Easter  term,  aaa  the  pri- 
aooer  was  remanded  to  Newgate. 


Bench. — Thitrtimf^  April 

QSrd,  1795. 

PuF.Sl  N'T, 

Rjffht  boo.  tlie  earl  of  CioumeU,  Lord  Chief 
Jostiee,  *  hon.  Mr.  Juilieo  Downea  [aAei^ 

wards  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  thia  OOlllt}; 
hon.  Mr.  Justice  Chamberlain. 

Counuf for  the  Crown.— Mr.  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, [the  ri^ht  huu.  Artliur  Wolfe,  after- 
wards Lord  Chief  Justice  of  this  court,  and 
viscount  Kilwarden];  Mr.  rrimc  Serjeant, 
[John  Toler.  afterwards  Lord  Chief  Justice  C. 
B.  and  lord  Norbur^J ;  Mr.  Solicitor  General, 
Jamei  Titsgcndd,  Mr.  Fianklaodt  and  Mr. 
Trench, 

Jgeni^-^Shomn  Kcnmui^  eiq.  Cvown  So- 
licitor. 

Counsel  assigticl  A»  the  Prisoner. — Mr. 
Currao,  [afterwards  master  of  the  KoUs]  : 
U*.  Ponsenbv,  [aftorwordt  Lord  Chancellor]. 

Anittant  Counul. — Mr.  R.  Guinness,  Mr. 
M'Nally,  Mr.  EmoMt,  Mr.  Burton,  and  Mr. 
Sampson 

ifgeafv— Edward  CfwdolMak  KMna^  eaq. 

The 

you  ready  for  your  trial? 

Mr.  Jackson. — Yea. 

ThcsherilTuf  the  cily  of  Dublin  was  tlien 
Ordered  to  return  his  panel,  which  be  did, 
and  it  bcin§  called  over,  fifly-one  attended. 

Clerk  of  the  Crown.  —  William  Jackson, 
those  good  men  whom  you  have  last  heard 
called,  and  whom  you  now  sec  in  the  bojc,  are 
tu  be  sworn  upon  the  ;rial  of  your  life. — If  you 
have  any  cause  of  chalh  !i'_'r'  to  them  or  eiUier 


he  prisoner  being  put  to  the  bar, 
icrk  of  the  Crotrn. — William  Jackson, 


are 


•  Hon  Mr.  Justice  Doyd  was  prevented 
fruniattiDduvby'-''' — *^ 


of  them,  you  must  challenge  them  u  Ihcy 
come  to  the  book,  and  belbre  they  are  sworn, 
otherwise  you  will  be  too  late;  you  raayclMk 
lenge  twenty  pcreniptorily,  and  as  maoy 
more  as  ^uu  can  sitow  cause  for.  Prisoner 
and  ptoaecutor,  looh  to  ^our  challengea. 

Sir  Francis  Hutchinson,  hart,  diallttlgiril 

peremptorily  by  the  prisoner. 

JotiQ  (  hiudius  Beresford,  esq.  chalkfigied 
peremptorily  by  the  prisoner. 

John  Ex^!law,  alderman,  sworn 

Frederick  1  icnch,  esq.  challeoged  percmp* 
torily  by  the  prisoner. 

John  fVntlaiid,  merchant,  sworn. 

Richard  Cranfield,  merctiant,  sworn. 

William  Humfrey,  merchant,  sworn. 

Robert  Ash  worth,  esq  challenged  peremp- 
torily by  the  prisoner. 

Thonvas  Kmsley,  merchant,  challenged  pe- 
remptorily by  the  prisoner. 

George  Cowen,  merchant,  obiccied  toby 
the  prisoner,  as  having  exprebb«d  an  opituuQ 
upon  the  sotgect  of  the  trial. 

Earl  of  Clraflmll.— EstabKsb  yoar  challcogc. 

urran. — There  is  no  intention  of 
takiug  any  captious  objection;  but  if  thu 
gentleman  has  dedared  any  senttdieBt  vfm 

the  subject  of  the  trial  

Mr.  Cmnen. — 1  iiavc  not  expressed  any  opi- 
nion upon  the  subject  of  the  trial,  nor  do  I 
know  anj  thing  of  it 

He  waa  then  earoro  trithoul  any  father  «b- 

jcction. 


Samuel  Middleton,  merchant 
peremptorily  by  the  piu>oner. 

Stuckey  Simon,  esq.  sworn. 

Robert  Walker,  merchanty  rhall^iiwH  pe» 
fen>pt(»ily  bv  the  prisoner. 

John  Oldham,  meicfant,  objeetod  to  ^ 
the  crown,  but  theolgectionboiogwididnon, 
he  was  sworn. 

Jamea  Donovan,  merchant,  sworn. 

Alexander  Clarke,  OMiehant,  pBt  by  Otttht 
part  of  the  crown. 

David  Weir,  mcrchdiii,  tiiailtii^cd  peremp- 
torily by  the  prisoner. 

John  Ward,  the  elder,  mrrrJiant,  sworn. 

Mark  Bloxham,  merchant,  cbalieuged  pe- 
remptorily by  the  piiaoner 

J;>bn  Murrav,  merchant,  ditto. 

John  Minchm,  metobaot,  ditto. 

William  CaMlce  HolUaler,  BMfchant,  fiit 
l»y  on  the  part  of  tho  rrown. 

John  Campbell,  merchant,  challeaged  pe* 
remnlorily  by  tho  priaoner. 

Alan  Foster,  mcrcbant,  swom. 

John  Crosthwaite,  merchant,  ahaU«nged 
peremptorily  by  the  prisoner. 

John  SmitJi,  merchant, awovn. 

William  Edmondston,  aMffcfaan^  pat  ksf 
on  llic  part  of  the  crown. 

Benjamin  Sintpson,  nmchant,  yhaBuji^ 
peremptorily  by  thr  prisoner. 

James  Davis,  mcrciiant,  ditto. 

Qhtttaa  lionrySirr,  esq.  ditnn 
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Thomas  White,  merchant,  put  by  on  the 
y«toftiiecrawn. 

Hugh  Cochran,  merchant,  dMlfenged  pe- 
remptorilv  bv  the  prisoner. 

Junrit  Hodgson,  merdisiil,  4ifwtL 


Toe  Jury. 


John  Exshair, 
John  Pcntlant, 
Richard  Craiificlrl, 
William  HuiiitVey, 
George  Cowen, 
Qcuekej  SimoD, 


John  Oldham, 
James  Donovan, 
John  Ward,  the eJder, 
Ahix  Foster, 
John  Smith, 
Lewis  Hodgson. 


The  prisoner  was  then  givrn  in  rharge  to 
tl)9.jMry  the  derk  ot  tUe  cruwn,  wUq  read 
Um  wliola  indklinant 

Mr.  TVrarA  opened  the  pleadings. 

Mr.  Attornty  Clmernf.  Mv  lor(N,  ■aw]  f-en- 
Ucmeo  of  the  Jury ;  lo  this  case  the  rev. 
Williani  Jackson,  the  prtsoner  at  the  bar,  a 
clergyman  of  the  church  of  Ireland,  and  a 
native  of  this  kingdom,  stands  charged  with 
high  treason.  He  is  charged  with  two  species 
oftbat  crime ;  one,  the  compassing  and  ima- 
gining the  death  of  the  king ;  the  other,  that 
of  adhering  to  the  king*s  enemies,*  namely, 
persons  exeeuting  the  powers  of  go- 
vrmraent  in  France,  v,\lh  whom  the  king 
was  at  war.  The  Court  will  inform  you,  gen- 
tlemen of  the  jnry,  that  f hfs  Indtetmeot  is 
grounded  on  the  statute  of  25  Fdw.  hy 
which,  to  imagfme,  compass,  and  design  itie 
dealb  of  tbeHking  is  aeelwed  to  be  high 
treason. 

In  this  single  instance,  a  crime  intended, 
though  not  committed,  is  made  by  our  law 
punishable  with  death ;  on  account  of  the  in- 
terest which  the  siihjccts  have  io  the  life  of 
their  chief  magistrate  the  king,  to  compass 
hif  death  is  guarded  in  this  peculiar  way. 
The  peace  annnappine^s  of  society  depend  on 
the  preservation  ot  hi!>  life.  But  at  the  same 
time  that  the  law  has  thus  wisely  guarded  the 
person  of  tiic  king  from  violence,  it  has  taken 
care  that  those  who  shall  be  cliarged  with  this 
crime,  shall  not  beeasily  or  lightly  found  guilty 
of  it.  The  law  has  therefore  made  it  uvca- 
iHury  that  the  criminal  intention  shall  be  mani- 
fested by  an  overt  act,  an  act  openly  done 
and  plainly  proved,  by  which  the  intention 
of  the  party  to  commit  that  horrid  crime 
shall  be  made  clear  and  manifest. 

On  this  species  of  treason  I  am  also  to  ob- 
serve to  yon,  that  to  constitute  it,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  show  that  the  party  accui>ed  had 
«n  intention  actually  to  put  theking  to  death, 
or  that  that  was  the  immediate  ohject.  The 
compassing  of  the  king's  death  does  not  im- 
port that  tne  penon  charsed  intended  to  put 
the  king  to  death  ;  hut  if  he  intended  to  com- 
mit any  act  leading  directly  or  in  its  conse- 
quences to  tbe  death  of  the  king,  it  is  settled 
law  that  such  is  to  be  considered  as  a  com- 
pasaiog  of  bis  death ;  as  tor  instance,  to  con- 


«  See  t  East's  P.  C.  p.  69, 78. 
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spire  to  dethnme  tlie  king,  for  as  history  and 
experience  show,  todefhrane  the  kin^  leada 

to  his  death ;  so  a  conspiring  or  design  to 
imprison  the  king.  Tbe  distance  between 
the  prison  of  a  km^  and  Ms  gr«««  it  steall 

indeed.   Therefore  to  suppoit  the  charge  of 
the  first  species  of  treason,  viz.  compassing 
the  death  of  the  king,  fourteen  overt  acts  are 
stated  in  the  indictmenL  If  any  one  of  those 
be  provfd,  ;ind  it  be  such  as  to  «hf>w  an  in- 
teniiun  of  compassing  the  king;^  death,  yuu 
will  6nd  the  praoner  gtiUty  of  that  charge.  I 
will  not  take  up  your  time  and  that  of  the 
Court  in  enumerating  particularly  all  the  se^ 
veral  overt  acts.  I  will,  howem,  mention 
thn«r  whif  h  appear  to  me  most  important. 
It  IS  cliarged  that  tlie  prisoner  consuilcd  with 
sereral  otiier  persons  to  induce  the  governing 
p,,vv(     in  Fraiur  to  invade  this  kiii^^dom  for 
the  purpose  of  detlironing  the  king;  the  con* 
stiltation  of  the  prisoner  with  others  on  the 
means  of  efiecting  such  a  purpose  is  an  act 
whence  you  may  collect  the  preconceived  in- 
tention of  compassing  the  death  of  the  king ; 
another  act  charged  is,  that  the  prisoner  pro- 
currd  I  state  of  the  situation  of  Ireland  to  be 
drawn  up  and  put  into  the  post-office  to  be 
sent  to  France  to  the  ruling  powers  there,  to 
induce  them  to  invade  tins  kingdom,  and 
thereby  dethrone  the  king.    Another  act 
charged  is,  that  tbe  prisoner  with  divers 
others  endeavoured  to  persuade  a  person 
named  to  go  In  France,  and  give  intel- 
ligence to  Wie  mling  powers  there,  to  in- 
<luce  them  to  invade  Irel  ti  il,  in  order  to 
dethrone  the  king  and  overturn  his  govern- 
ment.   Another  overt  act  laid  in  the  indk^ 
ment  is,  his  endeavouring  to  persuade  another 
person  to  go  with  the  same  view  to  France. 
It  is  likewise  laid  as  an  overt  act,  tliat  he 
came  into  this  kingdom  for  the  purpose  of 
exciting  a  rebellion  lo  dethrone  llie  king. 
(Ither  overt  acts  are  laid  m  sending  several 
letters  to  different  persons  to  induce  France 
to  invade  this  kingdom   Now,  if  as  I  said  be- 
fore,^ any  one  of  those  lacts  be  proved,  the  in- 
tention of  procuring  an  invasion  will  be  esta- 
hlislied,  whence  it  follows  by  a  nccobsary  in- 
duction of  law  that  the  prisoner  is  guilty  of 
the  crime  of  compassing  the  kin^s  deatft. 

The  other  species  of  treason  charged 
against  the  prisoner  at  ttie  bar  is  that  of  ad- 
hering to  the  kmjg's  enemies.  The  nature  of 
this  species  is  Miy  and  clearly  expressed  in 
the  very  terms  of  adhering  to  the  king's  ene- 
mies. But  overt  acts  must  be  laid  ot  that 
also,  and  in  the  indictment  the  same  fourteen 
overt  acts  are  laid  as  appli'  jhir  to  -'npivirt 
this  charge  as  arc  laid  to  support  the  lormer. 
It  needs  no  argument  to  satisfy  you,  gentle- 
men of  the  jury,  that  if  a  man  eudiMvours  to 
persuade  the  king's  enemies  to  invade  his 
dominions,  and  sends  intelligence  to  them  fbr 
the  purpose  of  furthering  such  an  attempt, 
such  a  man  adheres  to  trie  enrmi»*s  of  the- 
king.— Such  are  the  crimes  cliar^cd  against 

the  prisoner  «t  the  bv.  Whether  he  be 
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guilty  of  both  or  either  of  them  il  will  be  for 
you  to  determine.  You  are  now  about  to  dis- 
charge a  «iar4'ed  and  an  awful  duty  Yoti  ha^e 
on  tAe^  ooe  hand  to  discharge  your  du^  to 
your  king  and  to  yuur  country.  Yon  are  to 
take  Care  that  if  the  party  be  really  guilty,  he 
be  found  guilty,  to  the  end  that  men  may  be 
deterred  ^oni  committing  crimes  of  the  last 
magnitude — crimes  tending  to  destroy  the 
peace  and  security  of  society — to  wrest  from 
us  all  that  can  make  life  valuable. — On  tlic 
other  hand,  you  have  a  duty  not  less  sacred, 
that  of  protecting  the  innocent.  However 
horrid  the  crime  he  in  its  nature,  you  should 
not  permit  yourselves  to  be  hurried  away  by 
your  feelinps  or  your  pasbinn'^,  lightly  to  find 
the  accused  guilty,  ihe  more  dreadflLii  the 
crime,  the  more  circumspect  and  ddiberate 
ouglit  the  jury  to  be.  These  observations,  I 
am  sure,  are  uot  necessary  to  be  made  to  the  ^  _ 

jury  to  vbich  I  have  the  honour  of  addresring  |  He  was  also  Mpplled  with  some  letters;  «t 

niybclf  I  make  them  rather  as  a  discharge  '  cannot  take  upon  us  to  say  how  many,  or  if 
of  my  public  duty,  than  as  feeling  them  ne*  I  more  than  two,  but  of  two  we  arc  possesaeil, 


Ue  is  in  tbe  coal  trade,  and  is.  or  was  at  the 
time  of  which  I  am  speaking  in  partnership 

in  a  company  whose  firm  is  Lawrence  and 
Co.  resident  m  Uulland-place,  near  Blackftur^ 
bridge,  London.  Towards  Um  end  of  im, 

or  beginning  of  1794,  the  prisoner  was  sent 
from  Paris  by  the  llien  rulinz  powers,  to 
London,  for  the  purpose  of  Teaming  the 
state  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  disposition  of  its  inhabitants,  and  how 
far  li  wuuid  be  practicable  to  invade  that 
country  with  success;  and  farther,  if  be 
should  not  find  a  probability  of  success  in 
the  designs  entertained  of  invading  that  coun- 
try, he  should  pass  into  Iielaad  on  tbe  like 
i  mission.  He  accordingly  set  out  from  Paris, 
accredited  by  John  U.  Stone  to  his  brother 
William  Stond*  in  London,  who  had  been  by 
letter  pn  viousiy  informed  of  the  intf*ntion  of 
sending  this  gentleman  into  Great  Bntauu 


ccssary  for  vmir  instruction. 

HaviogthtiH  stated,  as  simply  and  dearly 
as  I  am  capable,  the  nature  o\  the  crime,  it 
now  become.*)  my  province  to  lay  before  you 
the  fiirUt  which  I  am  instructed  will  appear  in 
•videiice  ItefDre  you.  In  t)oin:j  i!iis  it  uill  be 
my  duty  to  .state  the&e  facts  wiih  tiic  utmost 
plainnei>»,  without  giving  them  any  a>lour 
whatsoever  to  induce  von  to  Iran  ntrriinbt  the 


one  directed  to  Mr.  Home  Tooke,t  the  other 
to  a  Dr.  Crawford  of  this  kingdom.  Mr. 

•Tackson  arrived  in  London  in  January  or 
February,  179 1,  having  passed  ilirough  Ham- 
burgh and  landed  at  Hull.  It  appears,  that 
immediately  on  his  arrival  he  wailed  on  Mr. 
William  Stone,  by  whom  he  was  kindly  re* 
erived,  and  with  whom  he  had  a  confidential 
intcrrmirsf'.    Wliilc  he  remained  in  London 


prisoner.  I  state  tlie  facts  merely  that  you  he  endeavoured  to  procure  as  accurate  a  state 
may  more  clearly  attd  nadihr  eomprehend   of  England  as  he  could.  I  mean  with  respect 

the  evidfiite  as  it  will  be  oncrcd  to  >ou.    to  the  dispovili  n  of  the  people  to  aid  the 


you. 

The  case  itself  is  plain  and  simple.  It  is 
not  a  "species  of  treason  which  is  to  be  col- 
lected from  doubtful  facts  or  doubtful  evi- 
dence, or  to  be  collected  by  inference  from  a 
multiplicity  of  complicated  circumstances, 
but  rests  on  very  simple  evidence  indeed. 

The  prisoner  at  the  bar  is  a  native  of  this 
country. — lie  had  early  lu  lifejgpne  to  reside 
in  London,  wh^  he  continueufor  a  number 
of  years,  but  ^omf  time  since,  the  exact  period 
X  am  not  inturmed  ot,  he  went  to  reside  in 
Fnnoe.    He  was  thefe  for  a  considerable 
lime  after  the  revolution  took  pif.ce.  In 
9rd«  that  you  may  understand  the  mcaiung 
of  some  papers  tint  will  be  laid  in  evidence 
before  you,  il  will  be  necessary  to  state  the 
connexions  and  circumstances  of  several  per- 
sons, whose  names  will  frequently  occur  in 
the  course  of  tbe  trial.   In  the  years  1793 
and  179*,  there  was  resident  in  Paris  a  gen- 
tleman or  the  name  of  John  Uurford  Stone, 
by  birth  an  Englishman,  and  engaged  in 
trade  in  the  city  of  Pans.    Therr*  was  con- 
nected with  him,  whether  as  assistant  or  part- 
ner I  do  not  eiactly  know,  anotlier  gentleman 
isnmpd  T^cnj.imin  l^erc^fbrd,  who  is  marrifd  to 
the  sister  of  Archibald  Hamilton  Kowan,  esq. 
fimnerly  of  tlus  countrr.  John  Hurfind  »one 
has  a  brother  named  William,  who  in  1793, 
And  the  beginnin|{  of  I79i,  was  resident  in 
London,  and  sometimes  at  a  small  villa  aUlcd 
PMfiydli  in  tba  nei||ibourbood  nC  I^on. 


French  if  they  should  make  an  invasion^  and 
to  receive  from  them  the  embrace  of  fmeh 

nity.    Mr.  Jackson  found  mean'^  to  j  racurea 
state  of  that  country  in  the  ref>pcct  1  men- 
tioned, to  be  drawn  fur  his  information,  M 
appears,  by  a  person  of  some  consideration, 
and  the  information  which  he  received,  i  be- 
heve  and  tmst,  was  well  founded ;  he  learned 
Uiat  the  people  of  England  were  not  willing 
to  receive  the  Frcnrh,  and  that  if  they  should 
come,  they  would  find  ninety-ntne  lo  ooe 
hundred  with  their  hands  lealous  to  rise  is 
arms  against  them.    Durmg  his  slay  in  Lon- 
don Mr.  Jackson  carried  on  his  correspondeoce 
to  Vnnee  through  Mr.  W.  Stone.  On  ,b« 
arrival  in  London  he  renewed  an  acquaint- 
ance which  he  formerly  had  with  Mr.  John 
Cockayne,  an  altomey  of  emmenee  resi- 
dent in  Lyon's-inn he  procured  this  gentle- 
man to  direct  several  letters  for  him  to  loreig9 
couniriesj  saying,  that  having  contracted deMs 
during  Ills  former  residence  in  EndanJ,  he 
did  not  wish  his  hand-writing  should  bese«, 
lest  It  might  be  discovered  that  he  was  ■ 
England.   Mr.  Codnqme,  without  knowim 
the  nature  of  those  letters,  did  dirrrt  them.— 
There  15  every  reason  to  apprehend  tiiai  tiiow 

•  See  the  trial  of  this  wiUiain  Stone  iff 
high  treason,  a.  d.  1796.  »*j/r<i.  ^. 

t  See  bis  tital  for  hig|i  tiCtaon,p.  1*  Ci 
Vowine. 


by  Gc 


80d]  Jkr^  m^h  Tnaton, 

letters  ronHinf'<l  a  communication  of  his 
tmnsactiuQs  m  discliarge  of  that  treasooable 
duty  on  which  he  htd  been  lent.  Not  fioding 
thai  he  was  likely  lo  succeed  in  Great  Britain, 
he  was  desirous  to  make  an  experiment  lo 
din  his  native  eountry.  During  the  limt  of 
his  slay  in  London  he  parsed  by  ihe  name  of 
Jack  SOD,  his  own  proper  naioe,  assuming 
boirever  Uie  character  of  an  American  mer- 
chant.  He  communicated  to  Mr.  William 
Stone  his  intention  of  comine  to  Ireland,  and 
^sired  to  have  a  correhpoooeDce  with  him, 
and  that  he,  Mr.  Stone,  should  transmit  his 
foreign  letters.    WHh  this  vipw  he  furnished 
btone  Willi  A  paper  which  wih  be  proved  to  be 
ia  his  own  hana^writing,  explaining  the  man- 
lier in  which  he  wmiTrl  have  such  foreign 
letters  transmitted  to  his  foreign  correspon- 
dents. This  pSfMT  will  deserve  your  particu* 
lar  attention,  becau'^c  it  will  serve  clearly  to 
connect  many  of  the  circumstances  th^t  will 
be  proved,  and  to  eoofirm  end  soraert  the 
other  evidence  that  will  be  offerea.  [Here 
Mr.  Attorney  General  read  the  paper  of  direc- 
ti(ms.]<^At      time  that  this  paper  wes  deli> 
vered,  the  prisoner  informed  William  Stone 
that  he  should  write  to  him  nol  by  bis  own 
name,  but  by  tlial  ui  ihuuids  i*upkin.  \V  luie 
this  Moceedmg  was  going  forward,  the  tfcn- 
<>onahle  objfct  and  view  of  the  prisoner  was 
darklv  mtimaied  to  Mr.  Cockayne.   He  felt, 
as  I  believe  evety  gentlenan,  every  man  of 
common  sense  must  have  felt  in  itie  like 
circumstances.  It  immediately  occurred  to 
bim  that  the  letters  winch  he  had  directed  < 
were   treasonnblc,    that  they  had  passed 
throu|{h  the  post-office  and  were  exposed  to 
deteetum.    He  stood  astonished  and  ap- 
pilled  at  his  situation.    There  was  appa- 
rent evidence  of  treason  against  himself. 
Added  to  his  feelings  for  his  own  personal 
safety,  he  felt  the  danger  the  state  was 
exposed  to,  he  dptpfTmnwl  to  prevent  the 
danger  impending  un  lum^eU  and  his  country, 
and  ne  disclosed  to  gnvernment  the  whoto  of 
■what  he  knew  or  suspected.  Government, 
thus  aware  of  the  ^dangerous  practices  that 
nrere  en  fi>ot,  did,  as  was  their  duty,  deter- 
raioe  to  counteract  the  schemes  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son, and  to  bring  jto  justice,  if  possihle,  tb« 
perpetrators  of  sudi  honw  erimes.  BCr. 
Cockayne,  at  the  desire  of  Mr.  Pitt,  consented 
to  accompany  Jackson  in  order  to  render 
abortive  bb  widced  purposes.  ToMods  the 
cud  of  March,  Mr.  Jackson  set  out  for  Dublin, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Cockayne.  They  arrived 
the  1st  April,  J794:  on  their  arrival  they 
lodged  at  a  house  called  Hyde's  cofiee-house^ 
at  the  corner  of  Palace-row,  and  it  appears 
that  Mr.  Jackson  iu  a  day  or  two  after  his 
(irrival  made  an  acquaintance,  or  renewed  an 
old  one,  with  a  gentleman  of  tlie  name  of 
jLeonard  M*Nallv.  Mr.  M'Nall^,  merely  no 
ebubt  from  that  hospitality  in  which  Irislunen 
are  never  deficient,  invites  the  two  strangers 
to  dine  with  him,  and  as  a  man  of  manners 
alwigrt  does,  |ie  tfslectod  aa  agreeable  cpm- 
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pany  to  meet  them.  Mr.  Simon  Butler,*  and 
a  Mr,  Lewins  were  among  others  present  at 
this  entertainment ;  the  cenvefsetion  was  iia> 

turally  turned,  by  the  gentleman  who  h^id 
come  on  this  kind  mission,  to  the  stale  of  the 
countiy.  Much  talk  there  was  about  the  dia- 
coniented  stale  of  this  kingdom,  anxiously  did 
he  inquire  how  far  the  people  would  be 
wiUlng  to  rise,  if  there  riunild  oe  an  invasion 
by  the  French.  I  only  mean  to  say  that  such 
was  the  turn  of  the  conversation  introduced 
by  Mr.  Jackson.  I  mean  not  to  cbaree  any 
man  who  hasnotaaoi^rtunit;^  ofdewnding 
himself  Opinions  on  the  subject  were  de> 
livered  by  the  host  and  his  guests.  Mr. 
Butler  held  that  though  there  were  soom  di»> 

content*;  in  various  parts  of  the  coimtry,  yet 
that  the  ceucralil^  of  the  people  having  pro- 
perty and  educatKM  were  loyal,  and  had  a 
considerable  influence  over  their  tcnantrv, 
and  that  the  invaders  would  be  foiled  in  the 
attempt.  Other  gentlemen  entertuned 
rent  opinions.  During  this  conversation  some- 
thing was  said  of  Mr.  A.  U.  iix>wan,t  then  in 

f»rison  in  Newgate  for  publishing  a  seditioua 
ibel.  Mr.'Jackson  imagining  that  Mr.  Rowaa 
could  give  him  fuH  information  on  the  subject 
he  had  so  much  al  heart,  expressed  a  desiie  to 
be  introduced  to  his  acquaintance.  Some 
difficulty  thiLTe  was  hoth  with  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Rowan  and  others,  as  to  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Jackson  lo  treat  at  all  on  the  part  of  the 
Trench  government.  Mr.  Lewins  however 
undertook  lo  introduce  the  prisoner  to  Mr. 
Rowan ;  %  and  in  order  to  accredit  dUs  em- 
ha'sadcir  from  I'rance,  Jackson  delivered  the 
letters  which  lie  bad  brought  from  Paris  to 
Mr.  Tooke  and  Dr.  Crawfotd,  for  he  had  not 
thought  proper  to  deliver  Tooke's  letter ;  why 
that  was  nol  done  I  am  not  informed.  These 
letters  were  not  sealed,  and  the  prisoner  knew 
the  eontents  of  them.  That  he  did  know 
their  cnntents  is  demonstrable  ;  if  he  had  not 
read  them  he  would  nut  iiave  sent  tiiem  to 
Mr.  Oowan  to  establish  his  credit  with  that 
eentleman.  A  meeting  on  the  credit  of  these 
letters  is  had  between  Mr.  Rowan  and  the 
prisoner.  What  passed  at  their  first  inteiw 
view  I  am  not  able  to  inform  you;  butatil 
he  received  from  Mr.  Rowan  the  letters  which 
be  had  sent  by  Lewins,  and  about  whieh  he  ha4 
expressed  great  uneasiness  during  the  time 
they  remained  out  of  his  custody.  Anothei: 
meeting  appears  to  have  been  appointed  be- 
tween theui.  Mr.  Jackson  was  invited  to 
breakfast  at  Mr.  Rowan's  apartment  in  New- 
gale to  meet  a  third  person— Mr.  Cockayne 

*  See  the  proceedings  against  hiin  and 
Oliver  Bond  in  the  tiouse  of  Peers  pf  Ireland 
for  a  Breach  of  Privilege,  inserted  in  a  note  to 
the  trial  of  Bond  fat  HighTreaM»^  a. ».  1798, 

pott, 

t  See  bis  trial,  anii^  Vol.  S3,  p.  108S. 

*  Respecting  these  procecaings,  see  Mr. 
ilamiitou  itowaa'&  slalemeol,  anti^  Vol  S3» 
p.  IIIW. 
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■ecompanied  Mr  Jackson — \h'\^  was  abwil  the 
f6lh  of  April.  Jackson  was  to  meet  a  third 
pwmm  th6W>  to  concfrft  tiie  wwaB>  of  •ending 

an  able  and  tni'-ty  nr^r'^^ciator  to  the  Frciuh 
government,  by  whom,  as  be  expresKd  it  in 
one  of  hn  letlefs^  tnote  eouM  oo  done  in  a 
short  time  than  by  a  thousand  lettora.  The 
meeting  took  place,  the  persons  present  were 
Jackson,  Rowan,  Cockayne  and  Mr.  Theobald 
Wolfe  Tone.  The  object  of  the  meeting  was, 
to  prevail  on  Tone  to  go  to  France  with  the 
view  of  communicating  to  the  ruling  powers, 
the  wiilingneM  of  this  eounlry  to  rve  woA 
overset  the  government,  and  to  point  oirt  the 
best  means  of  ejecting  a  descent  on  this 
kingdom.  It  was  thought  that  nothing  could 
moreeffectuallytend  to  att;iin  the  object  which 
these  conspirators  bad  in  view,  than  to  send 
s  nia  of  soBtft  mad  abifit^r  accredited  by  a 
person,  in  their  estimation,  of  such  high  con- 
•oquence  as  Mr.  Rowan,  to  Paris,  there  to 
owiwee  wHh  the  ncnch  ministry,  and  per- 
MMde  them  of  llio  practicability  of  their 
scheme.  At  this  meetme  a  paper  was  pro- 
duced and  read,  which  will  be  laid  before  you, 
dmwn  up  at  ilio  desire  of  Jackson,  and  im- 
porting to  l>c  a  !-late  of  the  disposition  of  the 
people  of  Ireland;  then  it  was  proposed  to 
MM  Mr.  Tonfe  to  France— Jackson  endca. 
voured  to  persuade  him  to  go — Tone  made 
several  objections ;  he  had  a  wife  and  three 
dUldren— a  debt  wos  due  to  Mm,  part  of  a 
reward  for  something  which  he  hail  done  for 
the  Catholics *->this  debt  would  be  lost  if  he 
lhaitid  go  to  IVtnce.  Rowan  encouraged  him 
to  go,  assurinj;  him  his  wife  and  children 
■bould  lie  attended  to  and  protected.  Tone 
lieiitaited— be  expres&ed  apprchen&ions  of  the 
reception  he  should  meet  at  Pliria,  and  of  the 
reward  he  misht  receive— he  even  had  fears 
thftt  he  roiglit  never  return  to  Ireland — 
Jtedcson  encourages  him,  wniottsly  endea- 
vours to  remove  his  fears  and  excite  his 
hopes;  something  he  hinted  th.it  the  Catholic 
debt  would  be  made  good;  he  assored  the 
hesitating  Tone  that  the  French  were  a  noble 
and  generous  people,  that  he  might  depend 
on  beiog  treated  with  the  utmost  nberality,  at 
Ihosvnc  time  admitting  that  he  had  not  au- 
thority to  oflier  a  specitic  sum.  Mr.  l  one  at 
rills  time  was  under  the  necessity  of  going  lo 
tlic  a'^Mzr'-  of  Drogiieda,  and  after  his  return 
he  at  a  second  meeting  of  the  same  persons 
aHoeether  declined  to  undertake  the  journey 
to  Paris.  Another  able  neeociator  must  be 
provided.  A  doctor  Ueynolds  presented  him- 
self to  the  mind  of  Rowan  as  a  fit  person,  and 
f  meeting  is  had  at  which  the  doctor  is  pro> 
sent.  The  doctor  is  applied  to.  He  is  at  first 
willing  to  go,  but  on  a  little  reflection  he 
ilnnks  the  expedition  rather  haxardous.  He 
recollects  that  he  understands  not  one  word 
of  the  f rencb  lan^uafe,  nor  ol  the  manners 
of  tbote  ecmntries  thraogh  which  he  was  to 


*  8oe  Plowden's  Htstorieal  Review  of  the 
•Ule  of  Ireland,  Vol.  n,  pp.  389,  et  iry.  fisfe. 


pass.  However  the  ek>quence  of  Mr.  Rowan 
was  exerted,  Reynolds  yields  to  hit  penua* 
sion,  the  route  w«  scStled,  hot  agilin  the 

doctor  reflects,  hesitates,  and  at  length  drtSN 
mines  not  to  haiard  the  undertaking. 

WUIe  these  eonsiiltatioas  were  going  foh 
ward,  Jackson  was  employed  in  making  com' 
munications  to  his  conespondeots  and  prin* 
ripals  in  France,  of  what  he  was  doing  here, 
and  how  far  he  was  likely  to  attain  the  object 
of  his  wishes.  I  have  stated  that  he  arrived 
the  1st  April;  previous  to  that,  covemnieot 
here  being  informed,  bv  tike  BiiliHi  miniitor, 
of  his  object,  the  Irisn  government  did,  is 
they  ought,  take  every  possible  precaution  to 
conie  to  a  knowledge  or  all  the  proceedings  sf 
this  emissary,  ancl  with  this  view  being  ap. 
prized  through  Mr.  Cockayne  of  the  addresses 
of  Jackson's  fbfeign  eorrsspondents  abroad, 
gave  orders  to  the  post-office,  as  by  law  thr^ 
are  warranted  and  by  their  duty  bound  to  do, 
to  open  letters  of  so  danj^erous  a  tendency. 
Mr.  Jackson,  soon  after  his  arrival  in  Dubfio, 
on  the  5th  April  wrote  to  Mr.  W.  Stone  of 
Oldford,  announcing  to  him  his  arrival  in  Ire- 
land, apologizing  for  not  writing  sooner, 
telling  him  he  found  many  kind  friends,  and 
desiring  him  not  to  make  any  use  of  the  ad- 
dresses  he  had  left  him,  the  prioeandliallM 
of  the  articles  being  (as  the  letter  expressesiO 
entirely  changed.  You  will  perceive  that 
tenm  are  maoe  use  of  strangely  and  eninna* 
tically,  expressions  of  trarle  are  empwvcfl 
where  no  trade  was,  but  in  truth  significant  of 
the  poHtieal  objects  on  whidi  Jackson  wu 
employed.  Here  you  will  see  by  the  context 
what  tbe  meaning  of  the  writer  was.  About 
this  time  a  new  revolution  had  taken  phee  ia 
Paris,  IHmton  had  been  as«-a<>sinated  ^  the 
opposite  party,  and  this  is  the  change  in  the 
articles  to  which  the  letter  alludes ;  and  this 
letter  is  signed  Thomas  Popkins.  To  this 
letter  Stone  wrote  an  answer  dated  1 1th  April, 
in  wlucii  he  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  iL 
JackMjn  wrote  a  letter  dated  84th  April  tO 
Mr.  Eieresford  at  Paris,  and  procured  Cockayne 
to  copy  it.  This  also  is  signed  Thomas  Pop- 
kins.  In  it  he  says,  **  you  are  requested  to 
**  see  Madcet  directly,  and  inform  him  that 
**  this  evening  tbe  opinions  of  two  eminent 
**coon9el  are  sent  to  himf*  tlwuugkool 
making  use  of  legal  tcrms^  as  If  he  wai»  con- 
ducting some  law  suit.  Madget,  in  this 
letter,  means  the  marine  minister  of  France. 
The  estate  mentioned  in  the  letter  is  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland.  There  is  a  nota  bene  at  the 
end  of  the  letter  which  is  notlune  to  the  pnr> 
pose,  only  as  it  serves  to  add  ftrther  authen- 
licity  to  the  letter.  Another  letter  will  be 
laid  before  you  which  sets  out  with  thr  dale 
of  91st  Apnl,  but  which  was  not  closed  till 
94th  April.    It  is  to  William  Stoqe  and  in  the 

Erisoner's  band-writing,  but  tbe  superacriptioB 
t  of  Codcqpne^  writing.  He  says,  "  i 
"  glad  the  patterns"  (meaning  letters  fomierhr 
sent  this  Stone)  "  liavc  readied  Ihe  persons." 
The  outrider  meoUoood  io  fhi^lvtier  i 
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the  posl-oflicc.    In  llic  former  kUcr  the  opi- 
nion  to  be  teot  «ru  thai  of  counsel,  in  a 
MMter  of  Uwy  io      Ihe  opinion  is  thet  of  ft 
manufacturer  in  a  matter  of  trade,  and  yet 
both  letters  speak  of  the  aam^  opinion,  and 
the  opinion  means  the  state  of  Irutand  which 
I  have  before  mentioned.    I^Ir.  Niobolas  in 
this  letter  ii  n«f  I  to  rJrnotp  the  war  minister 
of  France,  and  in  some  ot  the  letters  perhaps 
•igoifiee  France  itself.  It  is  plsan  thftt  the 
matter  wl^dl  the  statement  mentioned  in 
this  letter  was  to  contam  was  of  same 
Aftture  with  the  paper  drawn  up  in  Engbnd, 
for  it  refers  to  it,  and  thi*       neither  a  law 
case  nor  an  upinion  on  tmk,  but  a  political 
AeouaA>u.   toq  wtU  pcKSive  hc/m  Uttfe  idile 
this  man  was,  as  I  bcheve  any  man  would  be, 
to  carry  on  a  subterfuge  of  this  kind  with  suc- 
cess.  He  confounds  the  tems  be  uses^  be 
mixes  and  confuses  characters  and  things, 
and  he  shows  manifestly  thai  he  was  any 
thing  but  what  lie  pretended  to  be.    In  this 
he  says  that  he  should  set  out  for  Cork  in  ft 
few  days.   Upon  the  same  day  Jackson  put 
into  the  post-office  two  copies  of  that  state  of 
IidftAd  called  in  his  letter  ft  stale  of  the  Cftse, 
and  which  has  been  four  times  read  to  you 
Irom  the  record.    1  am  not  at  present  pre- 
cisely informed,  nor  is  itimleed  mftleriftlhi 
v  hosc  v.  ritiiinr  those  copies  arc.    One  of  ihe-e 
copies  be  directed  to  go  by  Hamburgh,  the 
4illier  by  Anisterdftin.  One  of  them  is  in  a 
cover  marked  wiih  a  Iari;e  crovs  on  the  out- 
side, exactly  corresponding  with  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  William  Stone,  put,  as  I  am  in- 
structed, OD  Aft  paper  by  the  prisooar  him- 
self; this  is  enclosed  in  another  rover  di- 
rtxted  to  Monsieur  Daudcbuscailic,  at  Am- 
■terdani.  and  then  another  cover  encloses  aU, 
iVirer ted  to  Messrs.  Texier,  Anccl y  ;ind  Ma^^sac, 
at  Amsterdam.   Ail  the  supcrbcriDtious  are 
•by  Coefc«yiie,  wbA  on  ibo-insido  or  the  ftvt 
cover  are  written  thr?c  words,  "remember 
BM  U»  Laignelot  and  family/'  also  in  Cock* 
•jme's  IwD^wfiting,  hot  dklsled  to  hint,  as 
tM  mpftrscriptions  were,  by  the  prisoner.  I 
shall  Mi  take  up  your  time  in  reading  this 
paper.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  state  that  it 
19  a  manifest  disclosure  to  the  enemy  of  the 
supposed  state  of  this  country,  inviting  them 
to  land  on  its  coasts,  ami  puiiiting  out  what 
u  as  tit  and  necessary  to  be  done  by  them  to 
effect  that  devi^n      Thi-  evidence  applies 
to  both  charges,  Uuit  ot  compassing  the  kmg's 
death  and  that  of  adheriog  to  bu  eoemies, 
nrtd  i<?  m  ovrrt  act  of  each  treason.  The 
other  copy  of  this  j>aper  is  enclosed  io  a  cover 
narked  wltham  with  a  large  ooas,  aad  thftt  is 
enclosed  in  a  cover  to  Mon'neur  Chapttiu- 
louge,  at  Uamburgh,  and  in  the  hrst  cover 
aire  writleii  *•  remonber  me  to  Laignelot  and 
"  all  friends."— The  cover  is  directed  and 
these  words  written  by  Cockayne,  by  Jack- 
son's direction  and  in  his  presence.  These 
■uparseriptions  you  will  observe,  and  it  de- 
mands attention,  arrord  precisely  with  the 
addresses  kit  with  WUliam  Stone  1^  /acksou 
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whtti  ho  \'A\  I.ortdon,  The  paper?  wrrc  put 
into  the  postoffice,  and  there  they  were  by 
Older  of  goveiusaent  mlerceptad.  I  Imvo 
omitted  to  mention  that  Wilham  Stone  signed 
his  letters  to  Jackson,  W.  Eaots^  which  is 
Stone  reversed,  a  circumstance  of  much 
weight:  do  kmocant  merchants  eagiged  m 
an  ordinary  mercantile  transaction  use  as- 
sumed names?  Why,  if  au  Irea&uu  in  the 
correspondence,  does  Jackson  write  himself 
I'opkin  and  Stone  reverse  his  name? 

Mr.  Jackson  on  the  28Ui  of  April  was  ar- 
rested by  a  warrant  fron  my  lord  chief  justice 
on  a  charge  of  high  treason.  He  intended  on 
that  day  to  have  set  out  for  Cork,  as  be  had 
menlioBed  m  one  of  his  letters  to  Mr.  Staaa. 
The  objcctbof  his  journey  to  Cork,  were  6rstlo 
examine  the  state  of  the  country,  and  next  to 
procure  some  person  to  supply  provisions  for 
the  ruling  powers  in  France.  He  was  in  bed 
at  the  moment  of  his  arrest,  and  by  the  bed 
side  stood  a  table,  on  which  were  several  pa- 
pers. These  papers  were  saiaed,  and  they  will 
be  laid  before  you,  for  we  wish  you  to  be  pos- 
sessed of  every  circumstance  that  can  eluci- 
date the  subject:  amone  these  was  found  the 
letter  from  Stonr  to  Jackson,  «nd  also  the  let- 
ter from  J.  H.  Stone  in  Pans  to  looke,  speak- 
ing  in  the  atron^est  tems  of  the  tntentioa  of 
ihe  French  to  invade  this  country.  There 
was  also  found  a  note  Irom  Kowan  res- 
pecting the  disappointmeat  he  reoehred  from 
the  non-attendance  of  a  third  person  at  one 
of  their  meetings,  and  a  note  fVf  rn  Tone,  ex- 
cusing himself  from  his  attenchng.  I  shall 
not  go  more  minutely  into  the  nature  of  thm 
evidence  at  present.  It  will  appear  to  you, 
gentlemen  of  the  jury,  that  the  prisoner  came 
from  France  to  procure  intelligence  to  be  con- 
veyed to  tlie  enemy,  ami  that  he  did  while 
here  use  bis  utmost  exertions  to  invite  and  ex- 
dle  tlia  enemy  to  invwie  this  eonatry.  Whm 
you  shall  wcti;h  and  put  together  the  circum- 
stances that  will  be  proved,  and  cQmpare  the 
whole  scope  of  the  ^idence,  yoo  cannot  be  ai 
a  loss  to  determine  what  the  object  of  this 
man's  mission  was,  and  perhaps  the  dark  m> 
ture  of  some  of  these  papers  will  earry  a  da- 
monatlMkm  more  striking  than  plainer  terms. 

Thus,  centlcniPir,  I  have  stated  tho  great 
outlines  ot  this  ta«e,  having  no  other  view 
than  to  render  the  evidence  as  it  shall  be  of- 
fered, more  intelligible.  I  have  studiously 
avoided  ail  colouring  and  cver^  tbin^tliatcftn 
inflame  the  passions.'-I  have  in  acting  thus, 
1  I  hope,  discharged  the  duty  I  owe  at  once  to 
my  kiiu^  my  coualry  and  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar,  and  I  now  Icava  the  matter  on  the  whole 
of  the  evidence  to  you,  beinc;  perfectly  con- 
vinced, gentlemen,  that  it  is  your  inclination 
as  it  is  your  duty  to  investigate  the  charge 
with  the  mostminute  attention,  and  that  you 
will  bring  in  a  verdict  founded  solely  on  the 
evidence,  at  once  reinembertng  tlie  duty  that 
is  due  to  Hie  society  in  wldeb  we  live,  and  to 
the  prisoner  tipon  whose  lifv  you  are  shortly 
to  pronoimce  that  verdict. 


...... ^le 
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Trial  ttf  the  Jtev^  IViUiam  Jackson 
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The  attorney-general  sat  down,  but  rose  to 
My  that  he  uugiit  to  have  mentioned  that 
Stone  of  Oldford  was  arrested  in  Londoo  soon 
After  the  arre*t  of  Jackson  here,  and  that 
Jadkson's  letter  of  the  5th  of  April,  and  the 


Now,  sir,  what  was  your  indocemeot  to  ar> 

company  the  prisoner? — My  iiiduretnent  was 
to  counteract  any  scheme  or  yhm  that  he  had 
in  agitation,  as  I  thought  he  had  when  I  left 
England,  ot  providing  Frature  with  necesu- 


ptptr  of  addresses  was  found  among  Stone's  |  rics  and  articles,  which  were  prahttiited 
papers  in  his iMnue  at  Oldford.  ' « ■< 

JdAii  Cacfa^w*— Examined  by  Mr.  JUtnu^' 

Genera!. 


Do  you  know  lUe  prisoner  al  the  bar 
Y«s. 

How  long  baTt^knoimliiin?— Teoyeais 

and  upwards. 

Do  you  know  where  has  his  residence  been 
for  the  last  four  years  ?— I  tetiaaa  in  VnUM. 

Your  brlirf  is  not  evidence;  did  you  ever 
hear  him  say  where  he  had  resided  f — I  have 
heard  him  say  that  he  had  resided  in  France 


bciii^'  exported  Ihithrr  front  thi^  rouiitry. 

H  hat  reason  had  you  to  suppose  he  had 
such  a  scheme } — Comrersattons  whtcb  I  had 
with  him  in  England 

Cottri.—What  do  vou  mean  by  frokthued 
articles  I  do  nat  know  that  icaa  specify 
what  articles  arc  or  are  not  prohihilci,  nut 
having  looked  into  the  act,  but  i  uadarMuid 
it  to  mean  nrovisiions. 

How  did  you  understand  thatF— B|f  COB* 
versations  I  had  with  tiie  prisoner 

Mr.  Attorneif  Generai. — Will  ^uu  meuLiou 
what  those  conversations  were  that  you  hate 


lattrrly.  I  have oiiasad him ifoai  £nglaiid  i«ro  i  spoken  of?— I  should  find  great  dithculty  in 
or  three  years.  ' 

Earl  M  Ctowawrtf .— Om  you  aaeertain  from 
information  given  by  the  pri^^uncr  how  long 
ha  had  lived  in  France  ? — 1  cannot  say,  1  know 
lie  went  froro  Bngland  upon  the  ducheaa  of 
King'ilon's*  business. 

Mr.  Attorn^  General. — When  did  he  re- 
tora  laat  to  England  I  cannot  tell  the  very 
•day  be  returned  to  England,  but  it  waa  aome 
lime  in  January  orFchrtiary  1794. 

Did  he  tell  you  afitr  his>  return  where  be 
had  been  P — He  said  he  had  been  in  France. 

Did  he  say  from  whenoa  he  had  come  P— 
From  France. 

How  long  did  he  remain  in  England  on  that 
occasion'— I  ^hotild  think  about  Iwo  months, 
rather  under  tiian  over. 

In  what  part  of  England  do  you  reride^I 
rtside  in  Lyon's  Inn. 
Your  profession?— An  attorney. 
In  what  part  of  England  did  the  prisoner 
reside  ? — lie  had  lodgmgs  at  the  BttSdoe- 
UvemBioomsbury  square. 

Had  you  any  intercourse  with  him  during 
that  time  I — Constant. 

Had  yoi!  any  reason  to  know  upon  what 
business  or  object  he  was  engaged  during  the 
time  of  his  remaining  in  Londoo,  or  what 
brought  him  from  France'' — I  cannot  parti- 
cuiarly  mark  any  period  to  give  a  precise  an* 
awer  to  that  queahon  t  if  you  point  out  any 
period  of  tim* ,  I  may  answer  you. 

Did  he  employ  ydu  to  do  any  business  for 
Mm  ?»I  did  aoinetninf  fbrbioi,  in  his  private, 
his  mercantile  affairs. 

Conrf.— What  do  you  mean  by  his  private 
aAira?— 'I  mean  money  matters:  in  the  capa- 
city of  a  friend  and  an  attorney. 

Mr.  Attorney  Gtneral. — When  did  he  leave 
London?— The  latter  end  of  March  l?94, 1 
think. 

Who  accompanied  him? — I  did. 
iiow  did  you  travel  ? — We  came  togctbo'  I 
think  in  the  mail-coach. 
Wtiither  were  yon  going f-^We  wctt  des- 

Voed  lor  Dubhu. 
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answering  you  as  to  an  v  one  con  versa Uoo ;  I 
cannot  answer  you  wiUa  pvaeiaion  at  to  vaj 

one  ofthcm. 

Mr.  Auurne^  OeneruL—MtuiMO  the  gene" 
ral  purport  of  them. 

Mr.  Carran.— With  great  deference,  I  coO* 
ceive  that  evidence  of  Uiia  kind  is  not  adin»> 
sible— Ibr  a  wHnem  to  alate  lo  theCaortwhat 
he  supposes  to  be  the  general  purport  of  a 
number  of  conversations,  not  one  of  which  be 
declares  he  can  state  with  any  kind  of  prod* 
sion.  I  conceive  that  if  a  man  is  to  be  affect* 
ed  by  any  thing;  that  he  says,  the  Court,  and 
the  iurv  are  to  kauw  what  lie  says  ;  but  thij 
'kind  of  inference  is  not  legal  evkleace,  nor 
can  any  man  be  affected  by  a  general  conclu- 
sion fornocd  by  a  witness  from  convcrsatioo 
wliich  the  witness  docs  not  pretend  to  state. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— ilw  is  new  doc- 
trine to  me— the  witness  is  going  to  say  what 
was  the  general  purpott  of  ue  prisoner's  d^ 
sign— (to  the  wilnes.s)  you  say  youoime  from 
Londou  accompanying  Mr.  Jackson,  to  pre- 
vent, if  you  eould,  the  tntenliMi  yo»  appNK 
linid  he  had  of  sending  prohibited  articles  lo 
Franco— did  you  collect  that  intention  from 
conversaUons  you  bad  with  him  ? — I  did. 

Mr.  Carran.— Well,  since  this  evidence 
b  pressed^  I  must  call  on  the  Court  lo  da- 
doe. 

Earl  of  Chnmell. — Ue  has  not  yet  gone  too 
far;  I  think  he  says  that  lie  understcod  from 
conversations  with  the  prisoner,none  ol  wmch 
he  can  particularly  stale;  thia  ia  a»idanw,bBr 
it  goes  to  his  credit. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — VVbea  dul  Mr. 
Jaefcion  arrive  in  Dublin  ?»I  believe  on  the 
2d  or  3d  of  April, 

W  here  did  you  lodge  f — -In  Dame-street,  at 
Hyde's  coffeO'houae. 

Were  you  invited  to  dinner  any  where 
shortly  after  your  arrival  ?^Yes,  to  counsellor 
M'Nallys 

Do  you  remember  who  the  coropanv  were 
there  ?— A  Mr.,  Simon  Butler,  and  1  thmk  a 
Mr.Lewins. 
NoW|  art  jou  «u«  whethor  Mr. 
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there  or  not  ? — I  am  not  certain  whether  tie 
dined,  but  I  am  sure  he  was  there  inlhecQinBe 

of  the  day— I  think. 

Did  you  see  Lewins  there  that  day  ?— If  it 

was  not  thai  day  I  saw  him  there,  I  did 
not  see  him  there  at  all ;  but  1  think  I  saw 
bim  there. 

Earl  of  Clonrnrl!  — Rrcnllcct  yourself— Did 
you  see  a  roan  of  the  name  of  Lewins  there 
oriHHP  Come  to  that  points— I  thiak  I  did, 
but  I  cannot  poiilive^  MCw;  bttll  Hw  bhn 
several  limes. 

Is  Lewins  a  man  of  any  profession  P— I  do 
not  know. 

Mr.  Atiornty  Gf/ifra/.— Who  elte  was  there 
^1  do  nut  recollect  any  others. 
Wbat»  did  you  go  alone  f—No;  Mr.  Jaek- 

SOn  therf. 

Did  he  make  any  particular  inquiries  that 
day  ?  what  was  the  scope  of  the  convenation  P 
—The  scope  of  the  cnnvcrsatinn  v:is  gene- 
ral: the  common  conversation  at  diuaer;  it 
cotated  on  politics  at  last 

Do  you  recollect  the  particular  conversa- 
tion ?— >It  U  very  hard  for  me  to  answer  with 
the  preeisMin  wiui  which  I  o«^it  on  oath  the 
particular  conversations  which  took  place 
amoos  a  set  of  men  who  were»  perhaps^ 
drinJemg.  I  luive  not  a  very  retentive  me* 
mory. 

You  say  it  turned  on  politics — what  po- 
litics ? — ^The  general  politics  of  the  day,  and 
also  the  politics  relative  to  the  Irish  nation. 

Do  you  recollect  what  passed  relative  to  the 
Irish  nation  >  or  any  part  of  thai  conversation 
aseocniog  from  the  prisoner? — I  should  have 
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that 
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stating 


the  prrrisr  words 
Mr  JackkonsaiJ,  or  Mr.  M'Naiiy  said, or 
llr.Lewias  said,  or  Mr.  Butler  said,  for  I  can- 
not say  what  one  said,  and  wluit  aiiotfHT  ;  but 
if  it  u  put  to  roe  to  the  best  of  my  recoliectioa 
what  Mr.  Jackton  said.  I  will  answer. 

Mr.  /^'/jvMjfiy  —  I  object  to  that  evidence: 
the  distinction  that  1  make  is  this :  the  wit- 
MSB  eannot  say,  that  to  the  best  of  bis  reeol- 
lection  Mr.  Jackson  said  su  and  so;  he  must 
swear  that  he  did  substantially  say  so,  and 
then  he  may  speak  to  the  best  of  his  recollec- 
tioo  what  the  words  were. 

Mr.  Attornfy  General — C«n  yoti  recollect 
the  subi»tauce  and  purport  of  what  Jackson 
aakl  at  that  roeetiog  P-^I  do  not  think  that  I 
can  an-iwrr  that  question. 

Do  you  say  that  you  cannot  tell  the  jpurport 
9f  what  Mr.  Jackson  said  at  that  meettngr^I 
eannot  «ay  precisely. 

Can  you  recollect  the  purport  and  substance 
of  what  Jaekson  said  P— Not  of  what  Mr. 
Jackson  iu  p  irticidar  said :  I  might  recollect 
the  general  purport  of  the  conversation ;  but 
X  stall  then  be  in  the  opinbn  of  the  Coort 
how  far  it  affects  the  prisoner;  for  I  cannot 
swear  what  Mr.  M*\a!ly  said,  or  what  Mr. 
Xjewinssaid,  or  wliat  Mr.  BuUcr  said,  they 
were  all  engaosd  in  the  conversation. 

Yoti  said  the  conversation  touched  on  the 
politicH  of  the  (ri^U  nation ;  wlut  pvliUcs  I 
YOU  XXV. 


Mr.  Potuonby.^I  beg  the  witness  nuqr  no* 
der«.tand  from  the  Court  that  in  must  speak 
positively  from  bis  present  recollection  of  the 
subiect  of  the  conversation  of  the  company, 
and  that  tlie  prisoner  joined  in  the  su!i  t  mi e 
of  such  conversation,  because  otherwise  U 
was  not  the  conversation  of  the  prisoner. 

Earl  of  (7  7?me//. — I  feel  it  as  you  slate  !t 
— either  he  must  say  what  it  was  substantially, 
or  that  fthmte  was  a  conversation  substantially 
to  this  amount. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.^You  have  said 
Jackson  Joined  in  the  convcrsatiim  ;  in  what 
respect  did  the  conversation  relate  to  Irish 
politics.'' — I  believe  it  went  to  the  dissatisfac- 
tion of  some  part  of  the  kingdom  to  some 
measures.  I  am  not  of  this  country,  my 
lords,  and  know  hut  little  of  its  politics;  £ 
have  never  troubled  myself  about  tiiemt 
till  this  husiness  brought  me  among  them;  I- 
am  afraid  I  shall  be  mmd  bnt  a  bad  repealer 
of  them. 

What  dissatisfitttions  P— reeoHeet  what  ftf 

ther  pa'isrd  ? — It  went  to  the  dissatisfaction 
of  some  part  of  the  kin^om,  and  —  [a  pause] 
I  cannot  recollect  at  this  moment— my  spirits 

are  a^iitated  at  this  monicnl  that  I  (  ann*>t 
recollect.  I  am  very  sorry  to  detaiu  the 
Cotrrt !  I  have  really  lost  every  idea  of  where 
I  was. 

Were  any  other  pt^ditics  talked  of? — do 
not  believe  there  were  anv. 

Do  you  recollect  any  nither  convenatloo 
about  poUtics? 

Mr.  Curran. — I  object  to  that  question;- 
the  witness  has  alreadv  said  there  was  no  ftr- 
ther  conversalinii  on  the  subject :  the  witness 
is  produced  ou  the  part  of  the  crown ;  the 
answer  to  the  questkia  is  simple;  either  he 
recnllrct'?  or  he  does  not ;  hut  it  »  not  usual 
to  assist  his  recollection  by  summing  up  what 
had  gonebefbse. 

Karl  of  Cluiiinell.—l  see  not  thr  flift'rri  nee" 
on  what  side  he  was  produced  j  if  you  rely  on 
the  summing  up  of  what  he  said  before,  stand 
upon  that. 

Mr.  AWiruey  General — Do  you  recollect 
any  conversation  between  Mr.  Jackson  and 
Mr.  Lewins  at  any  time  ?— At  any  time?  Yes. 

Where  and  when  ? — At  Hyde's  coffee  house« 

In  what  chamber?— I  believe  in  that 
where  I  slept. 

Can  you  rrrolicct  what  that  conversation 
was? — l  iiat  was  as  to  Mr.  Lewins  asking  Mr.> 
Jackson  for  some  written  documents  or  au« 
thorities,  that  he  uiiqlit  produce  them  tu  Mr. 
Rowan,  in  oider  that  Mr.  Rowan  might  wiib 
confidence  talk  to  Mr.  Jackson. 

Who  is  the  Mr  Rowan  you  speak  of?— Mf. 
Hamilton  Rowan,  I  think  they  called  him. 

Where  was  he  at  that  timeP^In  New- 
gate. 

Can  you  lell  whether  Mr  I^ewins  and  Mr. 
Jackson  had  any  conversation  respecting  Mr. 
Rowan  balbre  ? — I  cannot  say  to  that. 

Did  you  not  say  that  Mr.  Lewins  came  to 
ask  Jackson  had  be  any  written  document 
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that  he  migh  t  produce  to  Rowan  lo  convince 
him  he  might  talk  with  confidence?—!  did. 

"What  an&wer  did  Jacivson  give  to  that 
rcniicst  ?— 1  believe  he  gave  him  some  paper. 

nid  vou  sro  wlif-tlicr  Tic  jiave  anv  ? — I  can- 
Dot  swear  ttiat  1  saw  hiuj  deliver  the  papers 
into  his  hand. 

Did  Jacksou  tell  yon  whether  lie  had  de 
livered  Uiem?— He  did  toil  me  that  he  had  de- 
livered some  papers  to  Lewia8»  and  that  he 
wished  he  had  them  again. 

Did  he  tell  you  why  he  wished  to  have 
tliem  a^in?— He  said  he  would  not  trust 
them  wiih  T.r  wins  if  he  had  them  back. 

Did  be  tell  you  what  those  papera  were  i — 
He  did  not 

Do  yovi  know  whether  be  ever  gptthem 
bacJ(  i*— 1  believe  he  did. 

Did  be  ever  tell  yon  whether  he  did  or  not  ? 
—Not  directly  io  those  words. 

In  what  words  then  ?— I  can  only  say  I  be- 
lieve hf  did  get  them  back  a^ain,  hiillcannot 
swear  thet  Mr.  Jackson,  said  Mr.  Lewins 
has  given  me  these  papers." — I  have  every 
rcusuii  tu  helicvc  that  iie  did  get  them  back. 

Can  you  reoolieet  how  soon  after  your  ar- 
rival this  conver«ation  was?'— Can  you  tell  nic 
the  date  of  our  arrival. 

Mr.  Attorney  OaienL'-l  am  act  to  tell 
yon  any  thing. 

Witness  — We  anivcd  on  the  second  or 
third,  and  T  should  suppose  it  was  four  or 
five  days  after,  but  I  cannot  speak  positive. 

Had  Jack&on  any  interview  with  llowan  f 
--He  had. 

When  had  he  the  firilf— Do  jou  tsk  tne 
in  poml  of  date? 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — Tf  yon  recollect 
how  «;oon  af  ter  the  conversation  with  Lewins  ? 
—I  believe  a  day  or  two  after  the  conversation 
with  Lewins. 

You  believe  .'—I  may  have  hurried  my- 
self in  saying  be^€oe  ;  I  kmm  that  he  had  an 
interview. 

Were  yott  prcteotPx-Yes. 

Had  he  none  previotis  to  that  at  which  you 
were  present.'— I  believe  he  luui;  if  that  be 
not  evidence)  I  cannot  sav  more* 

Did  Jarkson  say  lie  had  an  interview He 
told  me  be  had  seen  Mr.  Kowao. 

That  was  before  you  were  present?— It 
was. 

And  cither  a  day  or  two  after  Lewins  called 
nrthe  papers?— It  was. 

Did  Jackson  tell  you  what  passed  between 
him  and  Rowan  at  that  inlcrvicw,  or  any  part 
•'•t^—He  told  lue  lie  was  much  satisfied  with 
Mr.  Rowan ;  that  hismanners  were  very  much 
those  of  a  gentleman.  I  recollect  nothing 
wore. 

Did  Jaektoo  tell  you  whether  he  was  to 

see  Hfuvnn  agaui  or  not  '    lie  said  he  was. 

Did  lie  teH  vou  when  that  meetiiu  was  to 
l>e,  and  what  the  object  of  it  waaf*-7do  not 
think  he  said  what  it  ws  yss^-be  «kl  it 
was  u>  breakiast. 

nol  tsl)  you  the  objecl?>-No,  I 


Did  he  tell  you  who  was  to  be  there?— No. 

Did  he  go  ^ — Yes,  he  went  there  certaialy. 

How  do  you  know  ?— I  went  with  him. 

How  soon  was'this  after  the  first  aisetingf 
—Within  the  compass  of  three  or  four  ds|i^ 
or  a  week,  certainly. 

Was  there  any  other  person  with  Rowan 
when  you  were  there?— I  really  heli^vp  -I 
can't  s|>eak  positive,  and  I'll  tell  yon  wb)  — 
there  were  two  or  three  meetings,  and  I  esat 
Ir !!  at  uliirli  :  there  was  a  relative  of  Mr. 
liowau,  1  tlunk  his  father  or  lather'in-law. 

Did  that  relative  eontinue  during  the  whele 
time  you  wrre  td*  n  ? — No;  he  went  away. 

Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  ai\r 
body  else?— I  think  Mr.  Tone  was  these fi 
cannot  po?>itively  swear. 

Do  you  remember  what  was  the  subject 
of  the  conversation  there  ? — It  was  on  po- 
ntics. 

What  politics?— Irish  affairo 

lu  what  respect? — A  great  deal  was  said 
about  the  United  Irishmeii  of  which  Mr. 
Kowan  was  a  member;  s<:>me  pamphlet's  were 
read,  and  some  other  matters  talked  of  be* 
twccn  them — and  there  was  aconversstiM 
about  the  di-satisfiftctionof  the  people bsoiK 
part  of  the  kingdom. 

Were  you  present  at  a  meeting  widi  Jsck- 
son  and  Rowan  when  Tone  was  present)** 
I  was. 

Did  you  know,  previous  to  going,  who  was 

to  he  Uiere  ? — I  now  bc|;in  to  recoTiett,  but  I 
am  not  positively  certAin,  Jackson  said  Tooe 
was  to  be  there. 

Did  you  meet  any  person  tfane?-«I  snct 
Mr.  Tone  there. 

Karl  of  C/o/ime//.- Was  that  the  tiist  mol- 
ing orthe  second?— I  am  not  sure;  batst 
some  meeting  T  met  Mr.  Tone  there. 

Can  you  tell  fur  wliat  purpo^  Jack&on 
went  to  meet  1  one  there,  or  for  wbsl  purpose 
he  was  there  ? — Mr.  .lackson  did  not  tell  »• 
lur  what  purpose  he  was  lo  be  there. 

Was  there  any  other  person  present  bet 
Tone,  Rowan,  .lackson,  an  1   uu  7-"Nu. 

Can  you  tell  what  was  the  purport  of  tbs 
conversation  r— I  shall  be  very  Ktlle  aMeie 
complete  an  answer  to  that  question,  hecaii>^ 
I  did  not  particularly  wish  to  make  myself 
master  of  tnat  conversation  in  toto. 

Be  pleased  to  inform  the  Court  wh.^t  you 
do  reccdlcct  of  that  conversation  ? — There  was 
some  paper  produced ;  it  was  in  tl>e  liaods 
oi  l  one,  and  it  was  read  by  him  and  Rowan. 

Karl  of  r/o/iwW/.— Read  aloud?— 14ot  lO 
loud  that  I  could  ituderstand  it. 

Mr.  Attorney  Generai.— Did  JVU  SSSlhSl 
paper  ocain  at  any  time  ?— I  had  it  once. 

Should  you  know  it  again?—!  made  no 
mark  on  it. 

Mr.  Jffora^OeMrd^Idid  MlMkyss 

that. 

IFifaiait^If  I  were  to  see  it,  I  wwsUsssbs 

you  an  answer  whether  I  would  know  it  iff 
not ;  before  that,  I  cannot  give  SA  aa8WSt« 
You  read  it  ?~Nu,  uuv«r. 
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What  eoBfienation  psised  «t  the  mefeting 
where  Tonr  was  ?  I  do  not  ask  you  the  par- 
ticular words  1*— The  conversatioQ  among  the 
4MM««s|hefi>raiinc  a  plan,  ortatkiiigof  a 
plan,  to  send  soxnebouy  tu  P  mut  • 

Was  any  jnrticular  person  lucfitioned  to 

00  on  that  amid?— Jffr.  Tone  was  asked 
to  go. 

Earl  of  CtoisKlj.— What— to  go?*-To  go. 
Mr.  JliarfMy  G«ii«ra/.— For  what  purpose 
was  he  lo  go? — As  I  understood  

Did  you  understand  from  tHf  conversation 
Ibr  what  piirpoi>e  Tone  waii  tu  gu  lu  i-  ranee  \ 

Mr.  Cttrraa.->It  is  impossible  to  sustain 
the  otiestion  that  is  pi^t  in  law — did  fic  undrr- 
siand — h  is  not  a  legal  question,  and  for  one 
reason  as  good  as  a  thousand,  that  it  would 
hf  impo<5^iVile  to  indict  awitQCSS  Ibr  pCQtHJ 
«ipoa  toueh  testimonj. 

€29fert.»YM  need  nbt  go  farther  into  the 
objrriion.  [To  the  witness.]  Did  you  hear 
the  conTersationf— >Yes. 

Did  you  undthtand  it  P—Yes,  in  part 

How  do  you  mean  in  part  ? — They  were  at 
one  cornerof  the  room,  and  I  in  another  with 
a  l>ook  in  my  hand,  and  I  did  not  hear  enough 
to  state  what  thry  said. 

Mr.  Attorney  Central. — Do  you  know  for 
what  piitpose  Tone  was  to  go  lo  France  ? — I 
can  n  0 1  a y,  hut  ffom  my  own  conjecture. 

Jackson  ever  tell  you  for  wh-at  purpose 
Tone  was  to  go?-~Ncver  directly  so;  but 
fhm  what  I  understood  and  from  general 
convrr'^  itions,  I  am  well  satisfied  what  the 
purpose  was  in  my  own  roiod- 

Cmtfi. — What  lAd  he  say  P— I  cannot  re- 
^nr  if . 

What  was  the  substantial  import.^— The 
sobstaottal  import  was  that  he  was  to  go  to 
France  with  a  pi^rtti  I  mderslaodi  Siose 

papers  I  never  saw 

Did  Mr.  Tone  agree  lu  go  ? — At  one  time 
be  aaid  he  would,  at  another  time  he  receded ; 
he  ^ve  his  reMcfoa  for  agreeing  to  go  anl  for 

recc<iin^. 

Mr.  G'aimNi.— Was  Mr.  Jadkaon  present? 
— At  the  reasons  that  he  first  gave,  Mr.  Jack- 
son was  not  present. 

Mt.  Anmimf  Oenerol.— Where  waa  itP-- 
At  Newgate. 

Uad  you  a  meeting  with  Tone  and  XlowaO 
^liHt  deiliaoil  Was  Hot  |trelenl  ?— Yes. 

Did  you  ever  hear  Tone  give  any  reasons 
for  going  or  not  going  when  JatJeson  was 
In-eteut  r—Ycs,  Sir. 

Wheitr  w«s  that  ? — A  t  Newgate. 

Who  was  present  P— Mr.  Uowan,  Mr.  Tone 
and  I. 

Was  Jackson  present? — I  think  be  was. 

£Tbis  evidence  was  objected  to.] 

Were  you  at  Kuwan's  lodgings  at  Newgate 
at  any  other  meeting  than  those  you  have 
mentioned  ? — How  many  have  I  mentioned  ? 

Did  you  ever  see  any  other  person  besides 
Tone  M  Rowan's  lodgings  in  Newgate  Yes, 

1  "WW  Dr.  Rcynoldj>. 

Waa  Tone  present  at  cither  of  them  P— 
Once  he^ras. 
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How  of\en     Once,  if  not  twice. 

Dili  you  see  liiui  there  more  than  once  ? — I 
tliink  twice ;  it  is  a  year  ago,  and  I  have  had 
that  on  ny  mind  since,  that  has  shattered 
my  mcmorj-  very  much. 

Was  Jack&oii  present  at  either  of  those 
neetiqn  that  R^mdds  was  atP-^T  do  not 
know  how  to  swear  poBltively--I  think  be 
was. 

Did  you  go  alone  to  the  meeting  ?~I  can*t 
teU ;  I  was  akwB  more  than  onee  at  Mr, 

Howan's 

I  ask  you  did  you  gu  alone  lo  the  meeting 
at  which  Dr.  ■Reyiiokis  vras  present? — If  I 
could  have  answered  that  question  I  would 
have  saved  you  the  trouble  of  repeatii^  it^ 

What  conversation  passed  between  Romi^ 
Reynolds,  and  Tone,  when  yon  saw  tlieni 
together  ? 

[Counsel  for  tlie  prisoner  objected  to  this 
question,  Jackson  not  being  proved  to  hare 
been  present.] 

Had  you  any  conversation  with  Jackson 

specting  Dr.  lleynolds? — I  had. 

What  was  the  substance  of  it  ? — The  sub- 
stance of  it  was,  as  to  his  being  a  proper  or 
an  improper  person  to  go  to  France. 

Court. — What  did  Jack!M>n  say  on  that  sub- 
jectP— Mr  Jackson  said  lie  did  not  SO  modi 
approve  of  him  as  of  Mr.  Tone. 

Mr.  Attornetf  General. — U»d  he  tell  yon 
why.'— I  cannot  answer  that  he  told  ma 
why ;  the  reason  wlqr,  I  tbooght^  I  am  oen> 
vinced  

Did  Jackson  tell  you  on  what  drrand 
Reynolds  was  to  have  goDeP-^^The  same  as 
Tone's. 

What  was  that?— To  carry  some  paper  to 

France. 

Oarf,— How  do  you  know  ?— Because  the 
paper,  whatever  it  was,  was  drawn  in  New- 
gate while  I  was  thete. 

Do  yon  kT>ow  this  fTt>m  your  own  know- 
ledge, or  did  Jackson  tell  you? — 1  cauanot  say 
that  he  told  me  so  in  hac  nrba. 

Can  you  tell  substantially  what  you  heard 
from  the  prisoner  i'-^ln  substance,  it  was,  that 
he  was  to  go  toFroneewith  some  instraetiooa 
to  the  French.  It  is  very  difficult  to  repeat 
conversations  with  accuracy  ;  i  have  beard 
this  in  many -idlenme  conversstiona  vritb 
Jackson,  with  Tone^  with  Reynolds,  and  with 
Rowan. 

Mr.  Curmn. — ^My  client  is  to  be  affected  by 
no  convemtion  that  is  not  sworn  to  havo 
been  tn  his  presence  ;  the  \s*itness  says  there 
were  some  cunverbaiious  at  which  he  was 
not  present,  and  therefore  it  is  necessary  the 
witness  should  swear  positively  tliat  .l.ickson 
was  present,  when  any  thmg  respecting  those 
instructions  passed. 

I(7fric.«. — Originally  Tone  was  to  havn 
gone,  but  he  left  Dublin  abruptlv  without 
saying  whether  hewotdd  or  would  not  »>, 
and  then  Mr.  Rowan  applied  to  IV,  IJcvnoIds 
I  behove.  If  X  am  not  pomt  blank  m  my 
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answers,  you  will  let  me  tell  why  I  am  not 

M>,  r<ir  1  would  not  leave  the  Court  under  thr 
iinprcssiun  that  I  would  wilfully  conceal  aiiy 
thine. 

1  Then  Jack5r)n  tfilf^  von  ilial  Reynolds  was  to 
go  to  France  and  take  a  paper;  did  you  learu 
nom  him  in  convwraatkm  what  tmt  paper 
was  ? — So  maiiv  r  onvcr^atioiT-  we  have  had, 
that  it  drawii  me  into  a  maze  which  of  tbem 
I  tfuill  think  of.  I  was  many  weeks  in  com- 
pany with  ihc  pri&oncr,  and  the  subject  was 
talked  ul  repeatedly.  1  cannot  tell  the  pre- 
cise words. 

Yoii  mistake  nie  ;  I  asked  you  of  conversa- 
tions in  general  between  you  and  Jackson. 
Did  he  ever  tell  you  for  what  purpose  Hey- 
aolds  was  to  be  sent  to  France  To  take 
some  written  paper  with  him  to  the  French 
C  onvcntiun,  1  beheve  ;  1  caauot  say  posi- 
tively 

Did  .lackson  tell  yon  nt  ;tiiv  f  tmc  or  in  any 
conversation  for  what  purpose  Reynolds  was 
to  g:o  ?— I  do  not  know  how  to  answer,  there 
arc  so  niaiyr  answers  to  be  g^ven  this  ques 
tion. 

Earl  of  CbmmeU. — Did  you  draw  any  in- 
ference front  these  conversations  for  what 
purpose  be  was  to  be  sent  ? 

Mr.  CirtTaa.— I  beg  your  lordship's  par- 
idon;  hut  the  witness  will  conceive  that  he 
has  a  r\gh\  to  give  his  own  opinion  in  answer 
to  ttutl  questioo. 

£arl  of  ChnmelL—TM  ytn  understand 
unequivocally  from  those  conversations  what 
be  was  to  be  sent  for — did  Jackson  ever  tell 
you  for  what  purpose,  or  to  whom  Rejmokls 
or  Tone  were  to  po  ? — They  were  to  po  to 
france.  1  capnot  tell  in  what  wordb  to  put 
Diy  answer  f  cpanot  aay  to  whom  th^  were 
to  ;  if  I  was  to  say  one  person  I  nuijtit  be 
wrou£,  (or  it  was  my  own  uaflerstaodiog  of 
it  1  luiderslood  from  general  eonversa- 
tions  cunslantly  had,  that  they  were  to  go 
with  sttoie  papers  to  France.  1  cannot  repeat 
Jackson's  words,  my  own  woids  will  he  my 
understanding  of  lus  words. 

Mr.  Attorney  Gftrml  — The  witness  ^id 
1)0  had  already  lieard  ao  ui  aUeru«iic  coover- 
saiion^  with  Jacks(»n,Tone,  &c. 

Witnftt.—\  adhere  to  that  stiH. 

Earlol  CJom/ieiL- — "  Wuh  tnslrucUons  for 
the  Fieneh"— for  wliat  purpose?—!  shaidl 
there  catch  up  wliat  I  said  hetorc.  I  under- 
Stood  tl  ey  were  to  have  written  instructions 
-ler  the  Irencb,  but  .what  they  were  I  do  not 
jcnow. 

Mr.  Attonuy  Gentral  — Tn  what  part  of 
Frsnoe  was  the  tnessenger  tu  go  ? — I  under- 
stood tluy  wtre  to  go  to  Paris. 

From  whom  did  you Aindctttand  that? — 
From  tbeot  mil 

Did  either  l  one  or  Kcynolds  reoeive  any 
/encour*s«if  nt  to  s;u  ' — Yes. 

KaUicr  louc  ax  Keyuolds  ia  your  prcx-iice  ? 
—Yes. 

By  whcyn*--By  the  prisoner  and  Rowan. 
%V  ktf  wcfc  the'  eucoungeoM&ts  thai  Jack- 


^ihe  Reo*  WUiutm.Jmehon  [8M 

son  held  out  to  Tone?— That  he  wouM  find 
the  French  a  generous,  and,  1  tbink,abisve 
people ;  a  generous  people.  | 

Was  there  any  thing  in  the  conversation 
that  led  Jat  !^:-^on  to  ?ay  that? — What  brought 
that  speecti  from  Jackson  I  presume  was 
owing  to  the  difficulties  that  lone  rsissdis 
his  t^ninp;. 

What  were  they  ? — A  wife  and  fismily. 

Were  there  any  others  mentmnedf—Ilie 
loss  of  opportunities  which  might  very  Gk^ 
arise  from  his  remaining  in  this  kiogdfMS. 

IHd  Jackson  pv«  R^nol^  encowsgeawnt 
to  go,  or  use  any  persuasions? — Not  much; 
he  did  not  like  turn;  he  would  rsther  hate 
had  Tone. 

Do  you  know  the  htod-writittg  of  thftfffi» 

soner  r — Yes. 

Do  you  know  whether  he  had  correspon* 
dence  while  here  with  persons  out  of  this 
kingdom?— I  do  not  know  what  lettcis  bs 

wrote. 

Mr.  AUorney  Geacfwl.— I  dkl  not  ssk  yon  i 
— did  he  w  rite  letters  I  helie*^— I  kniw-» 
I  remember  his  writing  one. 

Was  it  in  bis  own  name^  or  under  anotim 
signature?— I  cannot  teU. 

[Here  the  witness  proved  Mr.  Jackson's  hand* 
writing  to  the  superscription  of  a  letter, 
dated  5th  of  April,  1794,  and  directed  to 
Mr,  Stone.  He  also  proved  a  second  paper 
the  paper  of  addresses  marked  No.  2)  and  a 
thud  in  \\\s  (the  witness's)  haud-wriUag. 
dated  the  24th  of  April,  1794^ and  dinclN 
to  Benjamin  Beresfolrd.] 

On  what  orra'^ion  did  you  write  th.it  }r\\rr, 
or  by  wtiose  directions/ — By  the  prisoners 
directions. 

Was  it  your  owD  coMpoiitk>n,or  n  cenr^* 
It  was  a  copy. 

Fh>m  wbatf— fA  long  jpause.]— From  a 
letter  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  prisoner. 

Who  gave  you  that  letter? — ^The  prisoner. 

Did  you  take  a  just  copy  ? — I  believe  so. 

Whoee  IwBd-wiitiog  if  the  tupencriplion? 
— Mine.  ' 

What  was  done  with  it  when  you  copied 
it  ?— It  was  conveyed  to  the  post^lifice. 

Who  seulu!  11 '  ^The  seal  it  tO  Bsucbdfr- 
faced  that  I  cannot  say. 

At  what  tine  of  the  day  dkl  you  get  it  Is 
copy  ? — I  believe  in  the  morning. 

And  did  you  set  down  immediately  to  copy 
it,  or  did  you  make  any'  other  use  of  itN-l 
do  not  know  whether  I  sent  aaelher  co|gr 
©fit.  .  • 

That  is  not  the  question*>did  you  show  it 
to  any  person  f — Iff  shewed  it  toM^bO^JT i^ 
was  to  Mr.  Sack%nllc  HamiUoo. 

Did  jou  show  It  to  lum  ? — I  really  be- 
lieve so. 

Did  you  show  him  any  letter? — I  think  I 
carried  the  original  of  that  very  letter  to  him 
I  verily  believe  I  dM :  if  I  should  swrar 
poxinvcly,  and  that  it  turns  out  otfasfwiMjiJW 
wiU  aaj-  thai  1  have  said  wrong. 
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Then  can  you  recollect  that  yon  carried  any 
letter  to  Mr.  llMniliua — I  do  recoUect. 

Af«  you  sure  of  that  ?— I  am. 

Pld  > oil  carry  any  other  letter!* — No,  and 
for  that  reason  I  think  this  was  the  letter. 

CMir/.<— In  whose  handowriting  waa  the 
letter  you  curied  Mr.  Bemiltcnf— In  the  pri- 
Boner's. 

Did  YOU  get  the  letter  back  ? — Yes. 

Did  he  deliver  it  immediately,  or  did  joit  go 
egain  for  it  ?  T  went  again  for  it. 

What  became  of  the  original  aflcrvvards? 
— ^The  prisoner  got  it. 

Do  you  know  what  Mr  Hamilton  did  with 
the  letter  you  sJiowed  htm  ? — lie  took  a  press 
copy  of  it— I  think  I  was  In  the  room  when 
be  took  it. 

Did  you  see  him  take  a  press  copy  of  any 
fetter  7-1  did. 

Of  what  ? — Of  the  original  of  this  letter. 

Now  did  you  bring  the  original  of  that  letter 
to  any  body  before  you  returned  it  to  the  pri- 
soner?— I  carried  it  back  from  Mr.  Hamilton 
to  the  prisoner,  and  did  not  shew  it  to  any 
person  in  the  mean  time. 

Who  put  the  copy  into  the  poat*office  f I 
ilon't  kiKHv — !t  was  written  in  the  presence 
of  the  prisoner,  and  sent  to  the  post-office. 

Conrr.— By  whose  diiections  By  the  dt- 
recUoot  of  the  prisoner 

{A  letter  marked  B,  No.  4,  dated  Slst  and 

1W\\  .'Vpril,  179»,  produced.] 

la  who6e  band  writing  is^thc  superscription? 
—My  own. 

!!y  whose  direction  did  you  write  itf^By 

the  prisoner's. 

waa  it  put  into  the  post-office  ?— I  do  not 
know,  and  it  is  necessary  I  should  explain  ; 
there  were  several  Idlers  sent  by  the  servants 
of  the  cohee-houMif  and  some  were  put  in  by 
nyself,  and  I  cannot  tell  which  were  which. 

Did  you  put  in  any  letters  by  the  pr!M)ner*5 
dirrctiouK? — All  that  i  put  in  were  by  \\\^  di- 
rcctioMs,  but  I  cannot  identify  them. 

\k  letter  marked  C.  No.  A,  proifaiced.l 

Whoie  hand-writing  is  the  directions- 
wine. 

By  whose  directions  did  you  superscribe 
-tfaat?<— By  the  pritoner*s. 

Look  on  that  which  is  inside,  was  the  cover 
sealed  up  when  you  got  it,  or  did  yon  sec  the 
paper  with  the  cross  on  it  which  \%  inclosed  \ 
never  saw  it  before ;  do  not  understand 
me  fo  >-ay  that  I  knew  tliat  indosure  was 
wjlhif*  ilie  cover  I  tlirected. 

Look  at  that  second  cover— whow  hand- 
writing is  that    My  band  writing. 

lA  letter  marked  D.  No.  6,  prodiioed.3 

Witntit. — Thie  •superscription  of  the  fitit 
outer  cover  is  my  hand- writing. 

By  whose  directions?— «By  the  prisoner's 

Look  on  the  second  eover— whose  is  the 
superscription  ?-  -  Mine. 

Whose  is  the  writing  within  .'-'•Remember 
IM  to  Laigndot  and  fiunUy  r— Mine- 


Bv  who.v  direction  did  you  write  them?— 
By  the  prisoner's 
Then  the  first  most  have  been  open  when 

you  wrute  thrin? — It  was. 

Were  these  done  boUi  on  the  same  day  or 
not  I  know  I  did  direct  fiiur  or  five  on  th« 
same  day,  but  I  am  not  certain  whether  I 
wrote  these  or  not. 

Did  the  prisoner  ever  prevent  you  from 
gol^g  to  the  post'Oflke  wttn  letien.f— No. 

[The  paper  marked  C.  No.  5,  was  produeed 

&gain,  and  the  writing;  in  the  inside  cover, 
the  witucAS  acknowledged  lo  be  his  hand- 
itmgi] 


Did  you  see  any  letter  dirceled  to  Hone 
Tooker— Idid. 


[A 


to  Horae  Tooke  produeed.) 


Did  you  read  it T  did. 

Stioiddyou  know  itagainf— I  should— [here 
the  letter  was  prodneea  to  the  witness],  I  be- 
lieve that  is  the  same. 

Mr.  Ponsonby — Arc  you  sure  it  is  the 
same  T — It  is  very  hanl  to  swear  it  is  the 
same,  but  I  verily  believe  thai  i»  the  Me. 

Croe»€ttmuied  bj  Mr.  Cnnwn. 

Yon  have  known  the  prisoner  many  yemf 

—Yes. 

He  is  a  clergyman  ?— Yes. 

An  EngHshman  f—l  do  nolknow;  I  lielievn 
he  is  a  native  of  Ireland.  I  have  aiwaya 
thought  him  an  Irishman. 

You  do  not  recollect  whether  Lewins  waa 
present  at  the  6rst  meeUng  yon  were  atf— I 
am  not  certain  now. 

You  had  known  Mr.  M'Nally  when  he 
practised  at  the  English  bar  ? — Yes. 

And  so  had  Mr.  Jackson  > —Yes. 

lie  was  counsel  at  lord  Hood's  clection.and 
you  knew  him  there,  did  you  not  ? — I  believe 
I  saw  him  on  thehustingsthere,  three  or  four 
times. 

It  was  in  consequence  of  this  i 
that  he  asked  you  to  dinner?— Ido'not  J 
what  bis  motive  was. 

You  had  business  to  trsnsact  here  9^1  had 
several  things  t   tr  insact  here. 

And  you  applied  toMr.  M'Naily  ?— Yes  ;  he 
has  done  some  bostnesslor  me. 

Must  you  not  think  that  your  recollection  is 
very  unlenacious  as  to  what  happened  a  year 
ago,  when  you  cannot  recoUect  whether  Lewius 
was  at  that  meeting  ?— Ieannotsay.poaitively, 
but  I  verily  believe  be  was. 

You  said  your  memory  Imd  been  somewhat 
shattered?— It  has  been  so  by  this  transac- 
tion. 

You  have  not  stated  how? — It  grieves  my 
mind  more  than  I  can  describe,  to  see  tfiat 
gentleman  in  thnt  <:ituation :  It  has  made 
much  impression  on  me  of  late. 

Had  you  any  feelinga  about  yourself?—! 
ought  to  have  had  them;  I  htfre  liad  a  ffwat 
deal  of  uneasiness. 

As  lo  personal  danger  f-— Yes j  I  more 


897]       35  6EOKQE  IIL 


TM  rfihe  Reo.  WUHam  Jadtton 


than  once  ltioii|ht  my  own  person  in  danger. 
Do  you  consider  It  out  of  danger  now?— I 

think  so. 

But  are  you  sure,  or  is  it  only  a  general  no- 
tkMi;  what  makes  you  tlunk  so?— 1  do  not 
see  any  one  to  offend  mc. 

To  ^ind  you  1  Is  there  uu  particular  fact 
on  which  you  build  a  good  notion  of  your  se- 
curity ? — No  — I  do  not  see  any  danger  in  the 
couolr;^  now ;  it  is  not  in  that  state  I  expect- 
ed ;  it  IS  quite  quiel  now,  and  therefore  1  was 
not  afraid  of  toinin]^. 

Now,  did  you  conceive  that  the  dancer  I  al- 
luded to  was  from  any  disturbance  in  the  coun- 
try ? — I  did  suppose  so. 

Thru  you  did  not  think  that  I  alluded  to 
auy  personal  mailer  olyour  own  ? — No. 

Did  nothing  pass  in  vour  mind  to  lead  you 
to  think  that  1  glanced  at  itf— No  Ifosl  no 
such  thing. 

Do  yon  not  know  at  this  moment  that  you 
were  considered  nn  accomplice  in  this  busi- 
ness ? — I  considered  mysell  so,  more  tlian  the 
offieers  of  the  crown  did. 

Do  you  not  rotuc  forward  to-day  from 
a  pure  love  ot  justice  ?— 1  come  forward  with 
very  great  reluctsnee.  I  am  under  a  very 
heavy  rccognisiance,  wl/ich  I  cannot  possibly 
get  over ;  and  il  grieves  me  to  appear  against 
a  man  with  whom  I  have  been  so  intimate. 

Did  you  always  freely  declare  the  evidence 
you  would  give  on  lhi«?  «nbirct  when  you  were 
interrogated? — I  do  not  know  with  whom  I 
have  Gommtwicated  in  ibis  particular  way. 
Whenever  any  one  asked  nic  a  qufstion  abotit 
it,  I  gave  such  answer  as  at  tlie  titnc  occurred 
to  me  to  be  right. 

Whatl  wero  you  never  examined  before  ? 
—Yes. 

Where  f~At  the  castle. 

Did  yoii  state  your  rvidence  there  freely 
and  voluntarily  f — Not  so  voluntarily,  very 
likely,  as  might  have  been  wished.  I  §ave 
the  evidence  and  signed  the  examinatious 
which  lord  Cloomell  pre{Mured  from  my 
words. 

Did  yoii  do  that  voluntatily  ?— Theie  was 
no  force  used :  1  wished  not  to'do  it. 

Was  there  no  menace — no  threat  made  use 
of? — I  believe  I  hesitated  about  signing  it  as 
much  isT  could  ;  I  believe  lord  Clonrru  II  viid 
I  ought  to  recollect  that  I  was  in  their  power, 
as  to  mmmitting  me  if  I  refiwed  to  sign  it. 

Earl  of  Clonmcll. — Recollect  yourself 

Mr.  Ciirran.— -Do— recollect  yourself— and 
statewhat  was  said  to  you  touching  the  powo- 
ofcommitlin^  you? — I  hesitated  in  signing 
the  examinuUun  at  fir^t,  which  after  f  had 
been  sworn  by  the  privy  coimcil,  lonl  Clon- 
roeli  was  so  good  as  to  modify  once  or  twice, 
in  the  way  I  proposed ;  still  I  iH  ^iiLHtfd  on 
the  pruiciple  that  1  was  apprehensive  1  wa^.  an 
accomplioe.^-^1  was  pressed  again  and  acain 

 T  evaded  sicrning  it,  and  1  believe  lord 

Clonineil's  patience  was  m  i^ouae  degree  wea- 
ried by  my  delay,  and  he  said,  I  thinks** doii't 
you  know  that  you  are  in  our  power." 


What !  did  you  conceive  the  daxigcr  that 
you  were  threatened  with  was,  that  you  might 
hf  cl  ai  i^rd  vourselfwiththecrime  ? — I  tbnught 
and  i  tiiiiik  the  attorney  general  did  ex- 
press his  opinion  that  I  was  not  chargeable 
with  it. 

You  signed  the  examination  there?—!  did 
not. 

Where  then?— At  lord  Clonmell's  house. 

£arl  of  CioiuneU. — Did  you  si^n  your  ttM 
mination  the  day  you  gave  it)in  r— No. 

How  long  had  you  to  consider  of  it  before 
it  was  signed  ?— 1  had  two  or  three  days  to 
consider  it 

Earl  o(Clonmell  — Another  thing  is  of  pub* 
lie  consequence  to  be  known.  Rcrollt  ri  your- 
self. When  yuu  talked  ut  being  in  any  body's 
power,  was  it  for  nut  signing  the  exantination 
or  hrin^^  tlireatencd  as  an  accomplice  it  jrou 
did  not  sign? — For  not  signing  the  examina- 
tion—and I  have  much  thanks  to  express  to 
your  lordship  for  your  humanity  in  that  bus* 
Qet>s. 

Mr.  Cttmni.~.You  say  you  followed  Jad^ 

son  to  Ireland,  in  order  to  counteract  any 
schemes  that  be  miabt  have  relative  to  seoa 
ing  provisions?— I  did;  f  tboucht  it  my  duty 
as  a  "ood  subject,  as  having  taken  the  oaths 
of  allegiance  three  times  to  the  king ;  and 
that  was  my  first  reason  for  applying  to  go- 
vernment in  England  on  the  subject. 

So  your  sole  renson  for  undertaking  this 
business,  vvas  your  havmg  takcu  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  ?— That  was  my  sole  reas<m  for  my 
fjr^t  ip[  liration  to  poverntucnt  in  England. 

1  o  wiiom  did  you  apply  ?— To  Hdx.  k*iU. 

Jackson  was  your  client  at  that  time?— And 
had  been  so  for  many  years. 

And  your  old  friend  ? — And  my  old  friend. 

Added  to  the  duty  of  your  all^ianoe,  wna 
there  not  Some  idea  of  benefit  to  yoorselfN— 
None. 

No  expectation  I  did  not  expect  any 
thing,  nor  do  I  ex|>ect  any  thing. 

There  was  no  promise  made  of  any  ? — None 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  or  any  person,  except  what  i  shall 
now  state  :  what  passed  between  me  and  Mr. 
Pitt,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  state,  it  I  am  at 
liberty.  I  applied  to  *Mr.  PiU  by  letitr,  and 
acquauited  him  thai  there  was  in  England 
r!  IS  Mr.  .lackson,  who  had  come  here,  1  bt> 
iicvcd— — 

Sir,  I  was  asking  you  about  a  rewards 

There  V  IS,  none  bui  this;  when  I  slated  lUe 
circumstances  to  Mr.  Pitt,  I  meolioDcd  like- 
wise that  Mr.  Jackson  owed  me  a  consideraUe 
sum  of  money  on  the  balance  of  an  account; 
:  that  if  I  interfered,  and  should  be  .i  «iufferer 
I  thereby,  I  should  think  it  hard,  as  lu  ih^l  suut 
wIhc h  .lacksnn  owed  me. 

Court —To  what  amovBt  was  he  your 
debtor  f— About  SOOi. 

You  mrntioiied  that  in  yout  letter  Ifr  Mb 
Pitt? — Nu,  in  ;i  rnnvcrsation. 

The  amount  i  meani* — Yes;  Mr.  Pitt,  I 
believe,  made  answer^  "  You  must  aol  be  • 
loeet." 
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Mr.  Ciffrm/>— Whftt  wn  tfie  sum  you  told 

Mr.  Pitt  that  he  owed  you  ?— Aliout  300/. 

By  virtue  of  vour  oath,  was  that  the  sum 
you  mentioned  think  so ;  the  sum  due  to 
tne  was  between  S50/.  and  oOO/. 

Did  you  never  tell  any  body  that  you  named 
cool,  to  Mr.  Phi  as»  the  debt.''— Never  to  my 
knowledge. 

So  yuu  then  came  over  to  Irelaod  with 
Jacksi>n  ?— Yes, 

You  did  not  imdentandtbit  you  were  to  Im 
paid  this  debt,  in  case  you  survived  Jackson 
•s  a  loyal  subject? — By  no  means  as  you 
pat  it.  ' 

Yet  that  was  a  very  likely  way  to  put  it 
out  of  danger? — did  not  think  Mr.  Jackson 
WMild  ever  DO  in  the  siUiatton  he  is,  or  that  I 
ivould  ever  €e  brought  here  as  an  evidence. 

You  aie  a  practising  attorney  in  England  ? — 
Ve«. 

You  expected  no  reward  for  your  interfering 
in  this  matter? — I  expected  to  \)c  paid  my 
expenses  in  coming  over  here,  as  I  would  be 
paid  in  any  other  matter  whatever. 

So  your  evidence  i?,  that  you  thought  your 
Old  Irieud  and  client  was  guing  to  do  wrong, 
and  ymt  left  jour  ordinary  busineM  in  England 
to  come  here  to  be  a  spy  upon  him  for  the 
orduiary  expenses  of  any  other  witness?— 
Yct.Sir. 

Did  you  ever  obtain  a  pardon  ? — ^Yes. 
Of  what  ? — Of  all  treasons  and  misprisions 
of  treasons  committed  in  Irelaod. 

Did  you  ever  '^tl  ii  pardon  for  ftDJ  tKiaons 
committed  in  Englantl  i — No. 

Were  you  originally  a  professional  man? — 
I  never  followed  any  other  business. 

Did  your  pardon  go  to  any  conviction  for 
perjury  ?~No;  I  believe  not — I  forgot,  or  I 
would  have  put  it  in  my  pocket. 

Were  you  ever  tried  tor  perjury? — I  was. 

Perjury  committed  m  what? — In  an  alFi- 
davit  that  I  swore. 

Court, — ^When  wereyou  tried  ?— In  the  year 
1793. 

Mow,  by  virtue  of  the  oath  you  have  taken, 

did  you  ever  tell  any  body  that  that  affidavit 
was  in  fact  false  ? — I  must  apply  to  the  Court, 
whether  I  ought  to  answer  that  question  ? 

Tlic  question  is  thit^  you  have  been  in- 
dicted and  tried  for  perjury — now  I  ask,  by 
virtue  of  your  oath,  did  you  confess  since  the 
trial,  that  you  were  guilty  of  lliat  otTence  ? 

tv»rr— You  were  acquitted? — Yes,  and  I 
hope  honourably. 

Brlr.  Curran. — Is  that yourname?  [shows  a 
paper.] — Yes. 

You  say  you  hope  you  were  acquitted 
honourably  ? — I  do  lay  so,  and  I  hope  I  was. 

No'.v,  I  a^>k  yoti,  by  virtue  of  your  oath,  did 
you  nientiun  to  any  person  that  that  affidavit 
was  in  fact  iUse  f—l  do  not  know  how  to  an- 
swer that  [a  laughj  it  is  not  lati{(hing  lUatter 
—I  do  not  know  how  to  answer  it ! 

Why  do  you  not  know  ? — I  have  been  ac- 
quitted on  that  affidavit  and  as  honourably  as 
any  man  ootdd  he, 
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Did  you  say  it  was  fidse?— My  lords,  I 

think  it  will  be  right  fur  me  to  state  SOmeoT 
the  particulars  of  that  indictment. 
Mr.  Citrrafi.— Let  hiro  answer  my  question. 

Earl  of  Ciontnell. — 1  think  he  ha£  a  right  to 
open  the  way  for  his  answer  by  any  explana- 
tions— ^Takevour  course,  Sir. 

WUnm.  .Thoindietnient  for  perjury  against 
mc  ^v:i<;,  because  T  swore  tiiat  I  attended  at 
the  I  'liilhouotary's  otbce  iu  the  Temple  from 
one  hour  to  another,  it  was  in  an  action ' 
brouglil  by  an  attorney  of  the  name  of 
Fletcher,  against  a  client  of  mine ;  he  could 
not  support  the  action,  and  there  was  a  sum- 
mons to  tax  the  costs  ;  there  was  some  dis- 
pute as  to  my  charge  for  attendance. — 
swore— I  had  attended  at  the  Ptotiionotary's 
ofTiec  from  ««ix  till  seven  on  some  business; 
the  business  was  done  in  tact  on  the  next  day 
tttat  my  attendance  was  made ;  and  the  per- 
jury  was  neither  wilful  nor  corrupt ;  it  was 
that  I  could  not  prove  my  attendance  the 
complete  hour ;  but  the  Court  on  hearing  that 
explanation,  atul  seeing  that  I  eould  gain 
notbidfj  by  it,  diredod  nty  acquittal,  :aiu!  the 
jury  acquitted.   Tlicrc  is  a  geulleuiaii  ot  iugli 
honow  come  here  from  England  to  vindicate 
me,  and  I  hope  Ibc  Court  wi!!  tir  ir  him. 

Mr.  Currau. — Do  you  know  Mr.  i^ailor? — 
Yes. 

Did  you  ever  tell  him  llmt  that  affidavit  wa.«^ 
false  in  fact?—!  have  already  staled  to  the 
Court  how  far  it  was  not  trae.  I  ineautiouely 
swore  that  I  attended  an  hour.    T  could  not 

erove  the  attendance  for  the  whole  hour ;  the 
ustness  being  done  the  nevt  day,  as  com- 
pletely as  if  the  attendance  had  taken  place, 
and  being  no  advantage  to  me,  or  disadvan- 
tage to  any  body  else,  I  was  acquitted. 

I  ask  you  again,  did  you  tell  Nailor  that  the 
affidavit  was  uut  true  if — 1  dare  say  I  did,  so 
far  as  I  say  now  ;  I  always  admitted  it,  and 
though  I  might  have  made  two  fatal  objee* 
tioiis  to  the  nulicttiient,  1  would  not  differ  my 
counsel  to  take  advantage  of  them,  because  I 
was  retoWed  to  be  acquitted  or  found  guilt v 
on  the  merits;  there  was  a  judgment  stated, 
and  th^  did  not  produce  it ;  Mr.  Garrow, 
wlm  was  my  counsel,  immedtaiely  said  it  was 
fatal,  and  so  Mr.  Mainwaring,  the  chairman, 
said,  but  I  woui<l  not  take  advantage  of  it. 

Had  you  ever  any  promise  of  reward  from 
Mr.  Pittf— >None,  but  what  I  mentioned. 

Did  you  slate  to  any  one  tiiat  you  had  ?<— 
No. 

Did  yott  slate  to  Mr.  Nailor  that  you 

had  ? — No. 

Did  you  tell  Nailor  that  you  had  told  Mr. 
Pitt  your  debt  was  OOOl.?— No,  I  would 

scorn  it. 

You  would  scorn  either  to  come,  or  to  stay 
on  any  pecuniary  motive?— I  would;  and  I 
call  this  the  severest  day  to  my  feelings  that 

I  ever  saw. 

As  to  that  debt  of  Jackson's— did  you  think 
he  was  likely  to  pay  it? — I  did. 
Earl  of  C^aaie//^Had  youhad  any  quarrel 


-d  by  Gc 


831] 


S5  GEORGE  Itl. 


Trialofihe  ileo.  WiUiamJadton 


[8» 


■with  the  attorney  who  prosecuted  tbftt  in- 
flictment  — Nu,  he  ran  away  a  little  after* 
wards,  with  one  of  lUc  witnesses. 

Mr.  Cwrrmn. — Do  you  know  of  any  of  the 
letters  you  rut  into  the  ofTice? — If  you  odl 
for  any  one  letter,  I  may  answer  you. 

8orae  of  the  letters  you  put  nMo  the  office 
had  one  or  i  .vo  envelopes;  did  you  Joiov 
their  contents  ?— No. 

Nor  the  persoot  to  whom  they  were  td- 
drened  No. 

Did  you  know  that  there  were  any  orders 
at  the  post  office  to  intercept  those  letters  ? — 
I  do  nut  know,  but  I  believe  there  were  orders 
to  intercept  iny  letters  that  should  be  writlNi 
b\  Jackson. 

'Karl  uf  CWoeff.-'tlow  soon  did  you  hcor 
of  that  ? — As  soon  a«5 1  came  here. 

Mr.  CurrQH.  You  knew  that,  before  you 
ddivered  any  letters  into  the  office 
Ye*. 

Did  you  know  it  before  you  delivered  that 
letter  nuHced  D?— I  do  not  know  that  I  did 

ddiverthat  letter. 

Any  that  you  did  deliver,  you  knew  would 
he  intercepted } — ^Yes. 

And  as  a  good  subject  you  put  them  in 
with  intention  that  they  should  be  inter- 
cepted ?— Yes. 

Then  you  did  not  put  them  in  with  any  de- 
sign that  they  should  go  abroad  at  all  ?— 1  do 
not  knuw  wliat  l>ecatne  of  them  afterwards. 

But  you  intended  they  should  not  go 
abroad  ? — 1  do  not  know  how  the  post-ofTicc 
di.sposcd  of  them  ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  had 
made  up  my  mind  at  all ;  I  knew  they  would 
be  intercepted— I'oould  not  do  il  with  thai  in- 
tration. 

Then  you  did  not  intend  that  tlicy  should 
go  abroad  to  the  ki[i;'s  enemies?— (Jcrlainly 
not:  I  took  care  to  prevent  it  as  much  as 
poawble. 

Nor  that  any  encouragement  should  be 
given  to  the  king's  enemies  ?— Certainly  not. 

Nor  that  information  should  be  given  to 
the  enemy  ? — Certainly  not 


SoeknlU  HmmiUon^  esq.— Examined  by  the 

Prime  Serjeant, 

Were  you  in  any  office  tmder  government  in 
179*  ? — I  was  under  secretary  to  the  lord 
lieutenant  for  the  civil  department  in  the 
bcdnning  of  that  year.  1  am  not  now  In  any 

public  situation 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Cockavne  f — Yes.  Et 
brought  me  a  letter  of  intro<luction  from  Mr. 
Nepean  the  under  secretary  in  England. 

Did  he  speak  to  you  about  an v  letters  On 
the  '^5th  April,  the  day  after  the  letters  were 
intercepted,  he  asked  mc  if  they  bad  beta  in- 
tercepted. 

D:(l  lie  show  yoii  nny  paper  ?— Tic  showed 
me  a  paper  purportmg  to  be  an  original  letter. 

When  he  you  that  paper,  what  <Hd 
you  do  with  it  ? — I  took  a  prr'-s  copy  of  it 
from  a  rolling  press  which  lay  in  the  room. 

tiave  you  that  press  copy? — Yes ;  It  is  not 
legible  throughout. 

Herfi  Mr.  Curran  objected  that  no  part  of 
the  paper  could  be  read,  it  not  being  legible 
throiighoutp  whieh  point  was  eonoeded. 

Xmoc  De  Jlipnrourr— Rxamined  by  Mr.  &ft> 

citor  (JeneraL 

In  what  employoicni  are  you?— In  the 

post-office. 

Have  you  access  to  the  letters  in  the  office  ? 

— I  have. 

What  is  your  dcpartuicnt  tiierc? — I  am  lic- 
puty  comptroller. 

Did  you  ever  sec  that  paper — No.  3  ?  — 
Yes.  1  found  it  in  the  office  the  aigbt  of 
«4th  April. 

What  indurcd  you  to  take  notice  of  it? — T 
was  ordered  to  have  attentiim  to  letters  of 
that  addreae. 

Court — Vou  found  it  in  the  u^u:\\  plnct 
where  Idlers  are  deposited  that  are  intended 
to  be  conveyed    I  had. 

Your  orders  were  from  gooermncDt  h-Tfmf 
were. 

What  were  your  directions  ? — ^To  open  aU 
letters  dir^tcd  loMr.  Ben.  Beresfoid.  I  had 


Nor  that  war  should  be  levied  against  the  '  also  orders  to  open  several  others. 


kin^  in  this  kiugdom  f — Certainly  not. 
\  ou  said  that  you  went  sometimes  to  Mr. 

Rowan  by  yours<'lf  i' — I  did. 

Why  by  youraell — By  llie  dirccltoa  of  Mr. 
Jackson. 

Earl  of  Clonmdl. — Did  Jackson  kro*>v  lii- 


Did  you  ever  see  thai  paper? — No.  4.— • 
Yes^lt  is  directed  to  lawrence  and  Co. 
Had  you  orders  to  opep  IcUeis  to  that  ad^ 

dress  ?— I  did. 
Was  tlicre  any  enclosure  in  il?-^Tbefw 

was  this  directed   to   Mr,  Stone      T  ul^c 


letters  were  to  be  inlercepted.'>-No^  I  brieve  ,  stopped  this  letter  (No.  5,)  directed  U>  l  euer, 
not.  .     .     .  -  -  — 

One  of  the  Juri/. — Wiis  your  sole  business  in 
coming  to  Ireland  to  counteract  the  designs 
of  Jackson  f— I  had  tome  business  of  my  own 
to  transact  in  Ireland,  but  tliat  was  my  sole 
reason  in  accompanyinj;  Jackiwn. 

Juror.— How  comes  it  then  that  you  hare 
ttivcn  ^o  very  poor  an  account  of  hfm  and  of 
tlic  diffcjent  transar  tions  *— I  have  given  the 
best  account  1  could.  I  gave  government  as 
much  information  as  I  c»uld  with  regard  to 
intercepting  Um'  IrtiTs,  :md  did  aot oxpoct  to 


be  examined  as  a  wtlncss. 


Augety  and  Masme,  at  Amsterdam. 

is  an  encIoM iro  in  that  to  "NTonsicur  Daude- 
buscajllc  and  Co.  No.  6.  dircctctl  to  Mo»> 
sieur  Cbapeaurouge.  at  Hamburgh .  There  is 
a  scaled  enciopun  m  it  vith  n  ooia  on  thn 
back  of  it. 

Where  did  you  find  these  letters?— I  ibmd 
them  scaled  la  the  ocdtnaiy  coorao  in  Ibn 

same  office. 

Did  you  find  iliera  all  the  same  day  ?— Yes; 
00  the  24th  April. 

What  did  yott  with  them?— I  favo  Ihem  ia 
Mr.  liamiltou. 


by  Gi 


!lVwiAMb 

[Here  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  read  the  papers 
mMked  Ay  and  B|  as  IbUowt 

(A.) 

A  Monmiir  Boealwd,  cbei  Bourcard  and  Co. 
fiaifeySwitnrland. 

Ththlin^  %Mth.  April,  1794. 
Sir ; — You  are  requested  to  see  Mr.  Mad^ett 
directly,  and  inform  him  that  this  cvenaig 
two  papers  containing  the  opinion  of  the  first 
counsel  in  this  kingdom  relative  to  his  family 
lawsuit  are  sent  oil'  to  him  by  the  post. 
Mr.  Madgett's  friend  has  been  wholly  occu- 
pied since  his  arrival  here  in  oblaininp  those 
opinions,  attending  different  consultations  and 
coUeetms  what  is  now  sent  as  a  real  case  in 
point.  Your  brother-in  law  with  whom  the 
frieod  of  Mr.  Madg^tt  here  bad  frequent  con- 
ftreoces,  approves  the  opinions  as  containing 
the  opinions  of  all  good  and  honest  lawyers 
on  the  subject.  Madgett  may  therefore 
proceed  for  the  recovery  of  bis  family  fortune 
DjT  hostile  or  pacifie  oeans  aa  he  and  his 
friends  think  proper*  I  ain»Sir,  your  humble 
sen'ant.  Thomas  Pohk  in. 

N.  B.  Your  brother-in-law  has  written  to 
your  wife  in  order  to  find  out  the  sex  of  vour 
child. — lam  told  that  it  is  a  very  fine  boy, 
the  picture  of  his  father,  sound  in  every  part, 
CMq»t  the  biain. 

(B.) 

Matin.  lAwrence  and  Co.  at  their  Coal 
WharO  Rutland  Place,  near  Blackfriars 
Bridge,  London,  enclosing  a  letter  di- 
rected to  Mr.  Stone. 

Dublin,  2\st  April,  1794. 

Dear  Sir ; — ^Yesterday  your  letters  were  de- 
livered to  me,  I  am  glad  t(»  find  that  the  pat- 
terns I  sent  liave  reached  the  persons  tor 
^wfaom  they  weteintended ;  as  from  the  tilenee 
of  the  parties  I  concluded  tliat  the  outriders 
had  n^lected  the  delivery  of  them.  1  do 
not  see  way  tUng  in  the  late  change  of 
fashions  which  alters  my  opinion  of  tlic  sta- 
bility of  the  new  institution,  particularly  as 
the  pnncipal  persons  who  supermtended  it,  I 
WVerhave  been  able  to  delect  in  the  slightest 
deviation  from  the  line  of  consistency.  The 
rest  have  at  all  times  been  suspected  of  si- 
nister nM>Uves  and  tergiversation. 

The  stale  of  manufaclures  in  England 
which  your  friend  drew  uut,  and  which  you 
ao  obligmgly  gave,  is  veiy  just,  as  far  as  it  re* 
lalcd  to  Knt^land  ;  but  the  principles  of  the  ' 
jpeopie,  with  regard  to  trade,  their  opinion  as 
lo  a  change,  to  oe  hvonght  about  by  industry 
and  co-opcruting  exertion  are  so  totally  diN 
liM'ent,  as  to  throw  all  comparison  out  of  the 
qMstion.  I  am  promised  by  a  very  eminent 
and  sensible  manikfacturer  a  atatonient  of 
the  manufacturing  branches  hero  which  wiU 
gvatiAr  vou. 

I  ahall  obey  the  instructions  of  your  sifter- 
in- law  by  not  writing    her,  which  doe*  rot 
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however  preclude  me  from  requesting,  that 

when  you  write  yon  will  rcmcmDcr  me  in  the 
most  afiectionale  manner  to  her  and  Mr. 
Niehdha.  Let  them  know  wheie  tern,  and 
that  I  am  doing  every  thing  in  my  power  to 
to  serve  M.  Nicholas,  aud  give  hun  satisfac- 
tion in  bringinjg  his  aflUrs  to  the  issue  he 
wishes.  His  friends  here  have  it  in  agitation 
to  send  a  person,  on  whom  his  family  and  he 
can  depend,  to  him  with  copies  of  such  cove- 
nants and  leases,  as  will  show  the  readiness 
of  hts  sister-in-law  here  to  come-  immediately 
to  terms  with  him;  and  I  shall  advise  a  Junc- 
tion of  interest,  rather  than  a  tedious  cfaan» 
eery  suit.  I  wish  you  would  copy  this  part 
of  mv  letter  and  send  it  to  hmi ;  a  few  days 
will  decide  whether  the  person  goes  or  not ; 
if  he  should,  he  will  go  from  me  and  the  fii- 
rally  here  with  full  power  to  treat  with  Mr. 
Nicholas,  finally  settfe  tenns,  and  thus  put 
an  end  to  enmipr  and  litigation.  I  am  sure 
the  medium  of'^  a  third  person  is  all  that  is 
wanting  to  bring  the  parties  pcrfectlv  to  ac- 
cord. The  sistcr-in-law  is  admirably  disposed 
to  a  reconciliation.  I  hope  this  will  be  ef- 
fected, as  one  interview  is  better  than  a 
thousand  lettera.  If  the  person  should  go, 
Mr.  Nicholas  must  receive  him  as  he  de^crvc^, 
and  treat  him  as  he  will  merit.  I  bad  written 
the  ahove  doriag  the  negotiation  with  a  pep- 
son  to  go  t»  Mr.  Nicnolas.  Up  has,  this 
morning,  the  S4lh  of  A^i,  decided  that  hia 
private  aflaira  will*  not  permit  him.  I  t^aU 
therefore  send  a  statement  of  the  family  en- 
pectatiens  and  situation  here  drawn  up  by  as 
eminent  a  pleader  as  the  gentleman  whocooi- 
posed  the  paper  in  England. 

I  shall  eet  out  for  Cork  in  a  day  or  two^ 
from  which  place  you  shall  hear  from  me"; 
and  should  you  receive  any  inteiligenco  from 
or  of  cur  friends,  I  intreat  you  to  communi- 
cate it  to  me  under  cover  to  John  Cockayne, 
esq .  to  be  left  at  the  po«t-offioe,  Cork.  I  wish 
you  would  write  the  first  post  day  to  your 
sister-in-law,  ani^  desire  her  to  inform*  Mr. 
Nicholaa,  tliat  to-morrow  I  send  off  two  let- 
ters for  him  from  his  friends  here,  containing 
opinions  thoroughly  considered  and  well  di- 
gested by  the  first  coonsel  here ;  as  su(.li  be 
may  show  them,  and  the  family  may  act  ao» 
cordtn^ly.  ;N.s  my  lime  has  been  wholly  em- 
ployed m  coilcctmg  them,  and  as  they  came 
from  the  first  and  most  enlightened  sources,  let 
your  sister-in-law  desire  Mr.  Nicholas  to  look 
out  for  them  as  mailers  of  conset^uence:  they 
contain  the  real  state  of  the  case. 
'  I  sincerely  wish  you  happiness,  and  All 
of  your  family,  and  ara  truly,  your's. 

Thom  aa  Foaams. 

Do  not  fiiH  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Nicholas 
by  the  means  of  yoor  sister-in-law  what  I 

have  written. 

Thmuu  McLean,  —  Examined  Ly  Mr. 
Dtanktand, 

What  is  yam  bosineaef— I  am  one  of  hia 
majesty's  mtaMOgen. 
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^Vllf.rc  do  you  reside?— In  LoadflL  [A 
|)aper  was  then  pii^uced  to  him.j 
Did  vou  find  that  any  where  ?— Yes,  ia  the 
r.^^ess'ion  of  William  Stone,  of  Oldibiil  in 

Fjilldlc^CX. 

On  wl  ,jt  occasion. — I  was  sent  withLauzuu, 
Another  messenger,  to  take  him  into  ciBtody, 
and  we  found  it  iit  a  drawer  in  his  room  at  his 
Jwuse  at  Oldford. 

Cross-examined  by  Jlr.  Fontonhy. 

■  Pid  you  tind  thai  letter  in  Ireland^— No: 
it  was  found  at  Oldford,  in  England. 

[This  letter.  No.  2,  was  then  offered  to  be 
read.] 

Mr.  Ponsonby. — I  object  to  this  letter  being 
read  in  evidence,  because  it  was  not  found  in 
the  prisoner's  custody' ;  because  it  was  not 
found  in  the  county  m  which  the  treason  is 
!:\ul  in  the  indictment.  Hut  it  is  futind  in 
aiioUier  kingdom,  and  therefore  cannot  be 
read  here.  In  Uenscy's  case,*  lord  Mane- 
£eld  said,  "  It  is  corlain  th.it  fomc  one  overt 
act  must  be  proved  in  the  county,  where  the 
andictmcnt  ia  laid  t  indeed  if  any  one  be  so 
proved  in  that  county,  it  will  lot  in  the  proof 
,or  others  in  other  counUe^."— iiut  it  is  not 
asserted,  nor  can  it  be  supported,  that  papers 
found  in  another  kingdom  can  be  read. 

Karl  of  C'on»ic//  — We  think  they  ofi'er  it 
too  soon : — tliey  mubt  prove  their  overt  acts, 
and  tben  read  this  paper  by  way  of  aggrava- 
.lion. 

Mr.  FratJdand.—W'e  offer  this  paper  in 

.evidence  in  order  to  confirm  the  other  evi- 
dence V,  c  liavc  of?Vr(  il,  and  mean  to  give,  to 

.estabh&h  the  overt  acts. — iicrc  is  a  paper  in 
the  hand*writing  of  the  prisoner,  and  itcannot 
be  coritiMidnd  that  papenitt  liia  haodpwrttiog 

.are  uot  admi»$ible. 

Earl  of  Ckmmdl  —  Suppose  a  letter  had 
gone  to  France,  to  which  place  it  had  been 
directed,  and  was  found  there,  could  it  not 
Le  read  here? — beyond  a  doubt;  nothing 

.is  snore  certain  than  that  <cr»to«  ett  e^^re  in 
treason. 

Air.  Pomonlti/. — Wy  lords,  liiatruic  i-j  to  tn: 
taken  with  restrictions,  and  never  was  laid 
down  absolutely  but  in  Algernon  Sidney's 

■  case,  t  whose  attainder  was  reversed  by  act 
•of  parliament ;  and  Jud^  Foster  X  says,  the 
rule  i<«  true  with  proper  Innitations,  and  from 
bis  observations  the  rule  docs  not  apply  ia 
this  case. 

}.arl  of  C/onnif//.— Whatusedo  tbeOOHIIsel 

tot  the  crown  make  of  this  paper. 

Mr.  Aitomei/  General. — My  iurds,  tlie  overt 
act  laid  i^,  that  the  prisoner  encouraged  the 

enemies  of  the  kins,  and  adhered  to  them, 
und  that  he  compassed  the  dcatii  of  the  kinjg. 
riien  tlie  proof  to  estid>Hidi  the  charge  is  this, 

t'l  il  two  papers  were  sent,  directed  in  the 

*  Anti  Vol  10,  p.  1345, and  2  Bur.  617. 
+  Ant(,        9.  p  HIT. 
\  Crown  iAvt  i«JU. 


terms,  and  enclosed  in  the  envelope  your 
lordships  have  seen.  If  we  shall  prove  that 
these  letters  were  sent  to  the  post  office  for 
tile  purpose  aUribnlc-d  to  them,  then  the^t 
will  be  established.   We  have  proved  them 
to  have  been  written  by  Cockayne  imder  tlie 
dbections  of  tfte  prisoner ;  that  thej  were  ad- 
drf  ^<.f  d  to  persons  at  Amsterdam  and  Ham- 
burg ii.    In  order  to  give  farther  scope  and 
ctlect  to  that  evidence,  and  to  prove  that 
thoselettcrs  wore  intended  to  be  sou'  nbroad, 
we  offer  another  paper  iu  evidence  to  show, 
that  Jackson,  having  a  correspondenee  with 
persons  abroad,  did  send  this  letter  to  Stone 
m  £n^nd  (with  whom  we  have  proved  he 
had  also  a  correspondence)  infonning  him  of 
his  arrival  in  Ireland,  and  stating  in  auoth^, 
that  the  goods  and  wares  were  arrived,  show- 
ing that  Stone  was  the  medium  through  wluch 
the  correspondence  passed.  We  do  not  mean 
to  2;ive  ihis  letter  as  a  substantive  evidence 
standing  alone  by  itself,  but  going  with  the 
Others  in  support  of  the  charge.    With  re- 
p:iri1  to  the  rule  ot  evidence,  papers  in  tbe 

l^risoacr's  hand-writing  ve  not  to  be  disputed. 
If  it  were  neeessarv  that  they  should  be 
found  upon  him,  all  the  letter?  stopped  in  tho 

Kost- office,  upon  which  persons  have  been 
anged,  were  improperly  received.  The  dis- 
tniciion  is,  that  if  tlic  paper  be  not  in  the 
party's  hand  writing,  it  must  be  found  in  his 
possession  to  connect  it  with  his  intention. 
I'his  paper  is  sot  offered  as  evidence  of  an 
overt  act,  but  as  cvirfcncc  coming  from  the 
party  accused,  and  offerctl  to  be  used  concur- 
rent with  other  pieces  of  evidence  to  support 
the  overt  act,  and  when  it  shall  be  rcatJ,  we 
shall  be  at  liberty  still  farther  to  confirm  them 
all ;  and  therefore  unless  some  case  be  cited, 
which  we  are  not  apprized  of,  u]  i  n  the  argu- 
ment, and  principle,  this  evidence  ought  to  be 
received  and  the  paper  read. 

Mr.  Ponsonhy. — My  lords,  I  submit,  that 
this  paper  should  not  be  read.  This,  lilce 
every  other  thing  offered  in  evidence,  is  Ic^^ 
evidence^  or  it  is  not then  b  no  aucb  tho^ 
in  oHrrinj;  cvidi  ice  to  a  court,  as  spying,  it  is 
pat  I  oi  tlic  cvidi  ace  to  prove  Uie  overt  act,  to 
go  connected  with  others,  so  as  to  make  all 
togctiie)  I'  L  1  evidence.  But  it  must  be  le^ 
iu  the  iit  St  instance.  If  the  gentlemen  are  to 
estabMah  the  overt  acts  by  nme  pieces  of  ovi* 
dence,  every  one  of  them  ought  to  be  admissi- 
ble evidence  in  point  of  law,  because  al  ter  the 
nine  are  lecdved,  they  are  not  to  say,  that  nil 
of  them  taken  together  wHl  make  Irg  il  evi- 
dence. This  paper  is  not  proved  to  have  been 
published  by  the  prisoner,  lusitlier  was  it 
within  the  kingdom  of  Iieland,  much  less  in 
the  county  where  the  prisoner  is  indicted,* 
See  wiiai  the  distinction  waa  in  lord  frestoo'^ 
case,  t  He  and  two  oUMn  had  p»ocuw<  n 
smack  to  carry  them  am^ ;  their  papers  w«M 

•  As  to  this,  see  1  £a$t*s  P.  CUM^'  VH, 

125. 

t  Ante,  Vol.  1%,  pp.  726,  el  acq. 
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seized ;  amoDgtfie  papers  was  found  a  scheme  i 

to  l:n'  I'pforp  the  kino:  of  I'r.incr.  It  was  in- 
siste<i;  thai  no  overt  act  \v;i>  (^iroved,  Lul  bij> 
taking  boat  in  Middlesex;  the -papers  were 
Dot  seized  in  Middlesex,  and  were  therefore 
not  su&cicut  to  prove  any  overt  act  in  that 
oountj. 

Mr.  Justice  Dotcnes.  —  lojrd  Preston  was 
taken  ia  Kent;  the  paper  was  found  in  Kent; 
he  was  tried  in  Middlesex,  and  the  overt  act 
was  laid  tliere  ;  tlie  Court  did  not  stop  evi- 
dence arisio&  in  Kent  from  beiue;  given  in 
Middlesex.  He  took  boat  in  Middlesex,  and 
that  was  oonnecled  with  tbe  tcaiuactioa  io 
Kent. 

Mr.  Ponsonby. — I  submit  that  the  Court 
did  a8lid)liah  the  point  I  contend  for,  because 
it  was  from  the  rircumslancc  of  his  taking 
boat  iu  Middlesex  tti>it  made  it  tonipctcat  to 
the  crown  to  produce  evidence  of  papers 
found  in  Kent — Tiie  Court  excluded  every 
thing  done  in  Keot^  and  said^  that  his  bavios 
the  papers  found  u^n  him  io  Middlesex,  aad 
takin*;  bo:it  theie,  jollified  the  adoiisston  of 
ibe  evidence. 

Mr.  Sot.  General. — ^There  is  nothing  in  the 
report  to  show  that  the  papers  were  in  nispos- 
Oes'^i'jn,  w  hen  he  took  boat  in  Middlesex. 

Earl  of  Clunmcll. — See  what  the  evidence 
is.  Assimilate  it  to  the  kingv^Heosey.  Thb 
is  either  intrntlnctory  evidence,  or  corrobora- 
tive.— Introductory  of  what? — lo  evidence  of 
Ofie  of  the  overt  acts  laid  in  the  indictment-^ 
applu  .ililc  citiicr  to  the  charge  (-»f  adhering  lo 
tbc  king's  enemies,  or  compassing  the  kins's 
death.  How  then  does  it  come  before  the 
Court'— The  overt  act  i^,  thi:t  t!iis  man  gave 
IDformation  by  letter  to  the  kiuj^'s  enemies  to 
invade  this  country;  they  prove  a  letter  from 
him  to  a  correspondent  in  a  masked  lin- 
gurigp,  as  they  s-jy ;  the  prisoner  may 
explain  it,  and  show  thai  a  real  transaction 
subsisted.  This  letter  is  to  show  an  inter- 
course and  correspondence  between  Stone 
and  the  prisoner  at  the  bar.  A  letter  has 
been  proved  in  the  same  sort  ot  language,  all 
in  the  hand-wriiingoftlic  jrisoner,  with  certain 
marks  and  cy  pliers,  exuiauatonr  of  what  was  the 
intercourse  oetween  tncm. — This  is  introduc* 
lory  of  evidence  hearing  upon  the  charge  in  the 
indictment.  Can  it  be  denied  to  be  the  hand- 
writiog  of  the  prisoner,  or  Uiat  it  was  directed 
by  hiui  ?  I  know  not  what  the  contents  of  it 
are.  Dut  it  is  a  paper  in  the  hand-writ mg  ot 
the  prisoner,  and  found  in  the  possessiJn  of 
bis  corrtrspondent,  to  whom  he  wrote. 

Mr.  Vousonbif. — I  am  sensible  of  the  obser- 
vations of  the  Court.  But,  my  lords,  this  is  a 
■MTB  unpublished  paper,  tmconnectcd  with 
any  cirruui^tance  to  give  it  authenticity. — 
No  act  apptifa  lo  have  been  done;  and  with 
regard  to  papers  written,  they  are  only  to  go 
in  cvidcu'.  e  u  here  tlic  rule  can  apply  of  jcri- 
berc  est  agere,  wheic  any  thing  has  been  done 
lo  cany  it  into  effect.  But  here  it  is  found 
in  the  possess: ion  of  a  third  person,  and  there 
is  no  evidence  to  show  how  oe  vame  by  iU 
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Mr.  Justice  Dotmet. — t  do  not  see  a  neces- ' 

sily  for  adding  a  word  to  what  my  lonl  Clon- 
mell  has  said.  This  evidence  is  introduLluty , 
and  it  is  also  corroborative  of  what  Cocka^^ne , 
said.  I  do  not  feel  the  objection  a?  havmg 
any  weight,  that  it  is  out  of  the  county,  or 
in  another  kingdom.  It  is  not  to  prove  the 
overt  act  ilselt  that  this  letter  is  offered  :  tlse 
overt  act  must  be  proved  in  the  coimty ;  but 
that  being  done  evidence  in  other  counties 
may  be  admitted,  otherwise  in  lord  Preston's 
case,  they  would  have  excluded  every  thing 
but  what  could  have  been  proved  in  Middle> 
sex. 

Mr.  Justice  Chnrnhfilalne. — T  do  not  con- 
sider the  evidence  now  utkred,  as  evidence  of 
an  overt  act,  but  explanatory  of  that  which 
proves  the  overt  act.  Two  papers  have 
been  proved,  and  ttiis  is  produced  to  show, 
quo  animo,  the  former  were  written.  They 
are  marked  with  a  cross,  and  other  miblcnis, 
and  this  letter  is  offered  to  show  the  pri- 
soner's intention  in  sending  those  others.  To 
say,  that  letters  or  papers  found  in  one  place 
to  explain  the  hitention  of  the  act  done  ia 
another,  could  not  be  admitted,  would  be  dan- 
semis.  Lord  Preston's  case  is  a  strong  one. 
Beanie  there  the  evidence  found  in  Kent  was 
admitted  to  siiuw  quo  annfh)  iic  took  boat  ia 
Middlesex.  This  paper  is  in  the  hand  writing 
of  the  prisoner,  and  the  only  qucLaion  is, 
whetlier  it  may  not  explain  the  intculiou  ol 
his  conduct  in  Irdand. 

[Hera  was  read  the  paper,  No.  S.] 

A  Cross  X 

Miomkw  J>miii§u$eaUk 

[The  outward  cover.] 
To  Messrt.  Tcxier,  Angetiff  et  Mmao 

[Tb«  inside  cover.] 

A  Crass  X 
[Outward  cover.] 

3V  Mr.  Ckapeatumge, 

Merchant^ 

Uambvroh. 

[To  each  a  recommendation  to  forward  the 
inclosed.] 

I  Edward  Lautun. — Examined  by  Mr.  Frank- 

Umd, 

Do  you  hold  any  empkyment  ?— I  am  one 

of  his  mjycsty's  messengers. 

Did  you  ever  sec  that  paper? — [showing 
him  a  letter,  No.  1.]— Yes»  I  found  it  in  tb« 
aportmenl  of  William  Stone^  at  Oldfotd, 

[Here  read  the  paper  No.  1.] 

To  Mr.  WiUiam  Stone,  Jjondon. 

■    Dublin,  5th  April,  1794. 
Dear  Sir ;— Owing  to  a  variety  of  mcident% 
vhii;h  I  win  explain  wh«a  I  have  the  pleasure 
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of  seeing  you,  I  have  Imbii  pmwnied  writiBg 

until  the  present  moment.  Some  very  ex- 
cellent friends  to  wiium  I  owe  most  sinsular 
obligations,  being  apprised  of  injanivil»  D&ve 

rnrV  avfxircfl  tu  rciuItT  me  service — and  ^v^^c 

their  power  eqiml  to  their  wishes,  I  am  conh- 
dent  1  should  cxperienee  the  bencrit  of  tbdr 

Ijood  intentions :  accepting,  as  1  do,  the  will 
ior  the  act,  they  have  a  claiu  oa  my  gra- 
titude. 

I  must  request  yott  not  to  make  use  of  any 
of  the  adJi  ('••'o';  1  left  you,  the  price  and  na- 
ture of  the  ariiclcs  being  entirely  changed. 

You  will  have  the  goodness  to  enelow 
your  letter  or  letters  to  roe,  under  a  cover 
iliu?  directed — John  Cockayne,  esq.;  Hyde's 
<Coftee-hou8e,  Dame-strecl,  DaoUa. 

Pray  write  imroedialcly. 

I  request,  my  dear  sir,  thai  you  will  dedi- 
cate on  instant,  on  tbe  retaitn  of  the  post,  in 
acknowledging  tbc  receipt  of  this  letter;  and 
if  ^ou  have  any  letters  from  the  family  at 
Shield^  wlilch  regard  their  al&irs  in  this 
country,  you  cannot  \oo  soon  enclose  them 
to  me,  as  the  asaiies  at  Cork  are  about  to 
acorameocc. 

In  the  ooone  of  a  very  few  d^  I  will  give 
you  some  information  rospectmg  the  bills 
which  you  commissioned  me  to  present. 

I  hope  your  lady  enjoys  better  h^l^,  and 
vilh  very  «inffre  wishes  for  her  and  your 
happiness,  1  request  you  to  beheve  me  your 
fcarfnend,  Thomas  Popsivs. 

diver  CsrftiMi.— ExsmiDcd  by  the  Attorney 
Gener^L 

Do  you  know  the  prisoner? — Yes.  I  as- 
sisted in  arresting  him  on  a  wamat^om  lord 
Clonmell  for  high  treason. 

Where  did  yoa  wrest  him    At  Hjd^s 

Coffee- liotise. 

In  what  part  of  the  house? — Up  two  pair 
4lf  Stairs,  back,  in  bed. 

At  what  time    Ten  in  Ihe  moniing^  taifa 

April. 

Did  you  find  any  papers  in  the  room  I 

-found  several  pripcrs  on  a  taLle,  and  others  ID 
a  Irunii  in  tlie  room  where  he  slept, 

j[The  fipets  marked  £,  F,  G,  L,     O,  shown 

to  the  witness.] 

Do  you  know  Uieee  papers? — ^Yes;  I  louud 
Abese  oo  Mr.  Jaciiioii*s  table. 

Cioss^nmined  hy  ^*  P9nttmfy, 

Was  the  door  shulf'-'It  was  shut,  btrt  aot 
locked. 

Mr.  Franktand.^Vt'c  will  prove  a  letter 
written  hy  Mr.  Stone,  addressed  to  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Popkins. 

Mr. Curran.>-I  object  to  this  evidence;  ray 
doubt  ia4»  to  leading  n  It  iter,  merely  because 
it  was  found  in  the  chamber  where  Mr.  Jack- 
son was  in  bed,  it  is  not  in  4lis  haad-writiog 
of  Mr.  Jackson 

Mr.  Prime  Serjeant. — ^This letter  was  found 
table,  and  it  is  proved  that 


ho  was  the  Mr.  Thomas  Popkins  directed  to. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — Besides,  tlie  letter 
to  which  this  was  an  answer,  was  tound  oa 
Stone. 

Court.— Yon  need  not  trouble  yourself,  it < 
is  good  evidence. 
A  Joror.— Was  there  another  bed  in  the. 

room  ? 

Witness.— Ho, 

Mr.  Jtf Jbon.—- Sir,  there  was  another  bed 
in  the  room. 

Wit  nets. — If  there  was,  I  did  not  observe  it. 

Mr.  Aitornejf  General. — Did  the  prisoner 
atthebarsay  anything  about  those  papers? 
— lie  was  very  much  -agitated ;  he  jumped 
out  of  bed,  and  ran  about  the  room  m  great 
confuMon :  he  sud  he  did  not  care  about  any 
but  one  particular  paper ;  and  he  ai-ked  me 
what  right  I  bad  to  take  iiis  papers;  I  told 
him  my  authority;  that  I  had  a  judge's  war- 
rant. 

Mr.  Jackmuj^l  beg  leave  to  ask  this  ques- 
tion. In  the  first  plsioe,  the  witn^s  is  wrong 
as  to  the  fact  of  the  bed.  Now  let  me  asE 

you,  did  I,  or  did  I  not,  when  you  were  taking 
the  papers,  volunl^iiy  say,  "  There  is  the 
key  of  my  portmante8ti->1akeit?*^Ymi  did. 

Mr.  Jar^wn  —  You  regarded  two  closetiy 
and  said  you  would  have.wem  open? — ^Yes. 

Bf  r.  JocJbiNi.^And  I  opened  them  fiBryouF 
— Yes. 

Mr.  Attorney  General, — ^Were  any  of  the 
papers  you  have  now  seen,  in  that  tnmk  duft 

you  have  mentioned? — No;  the  papers theTO 
were  of  no  significance,  i  tiiink 

Mr.  Curran. — Do  you  not  believe  that  that 
paper  which  Mr.  Jackson  expressed  such 
anxictv  -il^oiit  was  a  family  paper,  and  eotin^ 
of  a  private  nature  i — I  do  nut  know. 

Mr.  /oeftfsn.— Mr.  Attorney  knows  tlttt 
there  was  •^nrh  a  pai>er  amoog  tbose  that 
came  under  his  inspcctioo. 

Mr.  Attorn^  GeuenU^l  do  not  know; 
there  were  sonic  papers  that  related  to  private 
affairs,  and  1  believe  they  have  been  returosdy 
or  at  least  not  examined. 

Earl  of  Clonmell. — Was  there  among  them  a 
paper  that  could  raise  anxiety  in  the  prisoner? 

Mr.  Attorney  Geiurul,—'!  Uiink  tl>cre  was 
one  Umt  reaionably  might  raise  sooie  aiude^ 
in  him. 

Reuben  &mlA.^Examined  by  Mr.  AUitnii$ 

General. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Stone  of  OkUord?-->Yes. 
Ilave  you  seen  him  wfilel  — Yea^ 

queotlv. 

look  at  that  paper  [shows  witness  a  paperjj, 
whose  hand-writing  is  tfaotP'*-!'  bdaevs  at  as 

the  hand-writing  o T Mr.  Stooe  of  OMIbfd  and 

of  Rutland-place. 

Look  at  the  signature ;  whose  hand-writ- 
ing is  it? — ^The  signature  is  the  name 
Stime  reversed ;  but  I  think  the  words  W, 
Euots  are  Mr.  Stone's  hand-writing. 

Whose  hand-writiogistheko(|yoriiialillarl 
— ^«  Stone'ti 


n^l^  —   99t-.9.  — *  

OsXJ  Jwr  Mngjm  AfwUmm* 

(The  derk  of  the  crown  then  read  tidi  lilter 

(marked  L.)  as  follows  :J 

Mr.  Thomas  Popkins. 

Dear  Sir; — I  yesterday  received  your^sof 
the  5th  instant.  lara.happy  vou  find  your- 
•elf  so  agreeably  situated  wnere  you  are. 
I  have  received  no  letter  for  you ;  but  the  day 
after  you  left  me,  I  received  one  to  say  ;^our 
fint  fetters  were  received.  I  have  received 
another  since,  in  which  mine  was  acknow- 
kdoed  which  I  wrote  the  post  after  Gillet  was 
vHa  m,  but  no  mention  wat  made  of  any 
other. 

I  have  not  made  use  of  what  you  left  with 
ne ;  what  a  wondeifiil  change  there  is  in  the- 

£unily.  Will  it  tend  to  good.  I  confess  I 
think  belter  of  it  now  than  before.  I  want 
what  vou  possess,  a  knowledge  of  the  several 
branches  of  it  to  form  a  proper  jodgment  of 
tlie  conduct  in  the  last  fracas. 

Political  affairs  seem  taking  a  strange  turn 
ifwetalce  into  our  view  the  gieat  whole.  I 
cease  to  wonder  at  any  thing,  we  seem  I  think 
to  be  the  only  party  resolved  to  go  on  with 
▼ijgour.  The  king  of  Prussia  publicly  avows 
hu  disinclination,  and  I  think  the  Frencli  as 
wen  aa  the  emperor  show  it  by  their  inaction  ; 
bat  to  what  can  the  mMcrintion  now  going 
forward  in  Paris  tend?  will  it  purify  them 
and  make  their  conduct  less  exceptionable 
and  their  goverament  more  fixed  and  perma- 
nent ?  I  really  feel  a  kind  of  awe  in  thinking 
on  those  subjects,  and  see  every  dav  new 
matter  to  astonish  me. — We  are  all  tolerable 
well,  and  I  remain  youi'a  veiy  truly, 

jipril  11th,  1794.  W.  Enots. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  re- 
ceived a  \etler  in  which  is,  *'  I  have  received 
our  friends  letters,  and  you  mosttdl  him,  that 
having  given  them  to  the  proper  people,  he 
must  in  future  address  his  fnena  Nicholas 
■nd  not  me;"  and  in  tlie  conchnion  he  parti- 
cularly requests  he  may  not  be  written  to. 

I  feel  particularly  happv  that  the  several 
letters  have  been  received,  and  I  trust  thut 
even  in  the  peculiar  cireomstances  of  the 
Ismily,  they  will  produce  proper  eftects. 

Mr.  Attorn^  (jeneral. — We  shall  now  read 
flM  peper,  No.  5,  there  are  two  covers,  both 
directed  by  Cockayne;  the  first  is  directed, 
**  A  Messrs*.  Texier,  Anaely  et  Massac, 
A  Amsterdam."  Within  this  is  inclosed  a 
second  cover  directed,  "  A  Monsieur  M. 
Paudebu&caille,  A  Amsterdam'''-and  within 
this  is  the  paper  which  we  shdl  now  read, 
enclosed  in  a  cover  marked  on  the  outside 
with  a  large  black  cross,  and  within  which  is 
written,  llemember  me  lo  Laignelot  and  all 
friends." 


(The  Cleric  of  the  Crown  then  read  this  paper 

(marked  C)  as  follows :] 

The  situation  of  Ireland  and  England  is 
fundamentally  different  in  this — tlie  covem- 
nanftof  EogUnd  is  national,  that  of  Ireluid 
pioTincial.  The  inteicst  oi  the  lim  is  the 


same  wltfi  Hb^X  of  the  people— of  the  lart 
directly  opposite.  The  people  of  Ireland  are 
dhrided  into  tliree  sects;  the  Established 
Church,  the  Dissenters,  and  the  Catholics; 
the  first  infinitely  the  smallest  portion,  have 
engrossed  besides  the  whole  church  patronage 
all  the  profits  and  honours  of  the  coonliy  ts- 
clusively,  and  a  very  great  share  of  the  lan^frf 
property.  They  arc  of  course  aristocrats,  ad- 
verse to  any  change,  and  decided  enemies  of 
the  French  Revolution.  The  dissenters  which 
are  much  more  numerous,  are  the  most  en- 
lightened  bodv  of  the  nation  ;  they  are  steady 
republicans,  devoted  to  liberty,  wA  through 
all  the  stages  of  the  Frencii  Revolution,  have 
been  enthusiastically  attached  to  it.  The 
Catholics,  the  great  WMhr  of  the  people,  are 
in  the  lowest  degree  of  ignorance,  and  arc 
ready  for  any  cbaugei  because  no  change  can 
make  them  worse.  The  whole  peasamiy  of 
Ireland,  the  most  oppressed  and  wretched  in 
Europe,  maybe  siud  to  be  Catholic  They 
have  within  these  two  years  received  a  certain 
degree  of  information  and  manifested  a  pro- 
portionate degree  of  discontent  by  various  in- 
surrections, ficc.   They  are  a  bold,  hardy  race, 
and  make  excellent  soldiers.  There  is  no 
where  a  higher  spirit  of  aristocracy  than  in 
all  tlie  privileged  orders,  the  clergy  and 
gentry  of  IreluMl,down  to  the  veiy  lowest,  to 
countervail  which,  there  appears  now  a  spirit 
risinc  in  the  people  which  never  existed  be- 
fore, Imt  whieh  IS  spreading  most  rapidlv  aa 
appears  by  the  Defenders  as  they  are  called, 
and  other  insurgents,   if  the  people  of  Ire- 
land be  4,500,000,  as  it  seems  probable  they 
are,  the  established  church  may  be  reckoned 
at  450,000,  the  Dissenters  at  900,000,  the 
Catholics  at  3,160,000.    The  prejudices  in 
Eneland  are  adTorse  to  the  FreBch  nation 
under  whatever  form  of  government.  It 
seems  idle  to  suppose  the  present  rancour 
against  the  French  is  owing  merely  to  their 
being  republicans  ;  it  has  been  cherished  by 
the  manners  ot  four  centuries,  and  aggravated 
by  continual  wars.  It  is  morally  certain  that 
any  invasion  of  England  would  unite  all  ranks 
in  opposition  to  the  invaders.  In  Ireland,  a 
conquered,  oppressed,  and  insulted  countri^, 
the  name  of  England  and  her  power  is  uu- 
versally  odious,  save  with  those  who  have  an 
interest  in  maintaining  it :  a  body  however 
only  formidable  from  situation  ana  property-, 
but  which  the  first  convulsion  would  level  in 
the  dust ;  on  the  contrarv.  the  great  bulk  of 
the  people  of  Ireland  weulo  be  ready  to  tlliow 
off  the  yoke  in  this  country,  if  they  saw  any 
force  sufficiently  strong  to  resort  to  for  de- 
fence until  arrangements  eonld  he  nrnde; 
the  dissenters  are  enemies  lo  the  English 
power  from  reason  and  from  reflection,  the 
Catholics  from  a  hatred  of  the  English  name ; 
in  a  word,  the  prejudices  of  one  country  are 
directly  adverse  of  the  other,  directly  favour- 
able to  an  invasion.  The  government  of 
Irehmd  is  only  to  be  looked       as  a  govern* 
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appears,  it  would  tumble  at  once,  T>f'ing 
touudcd  neither  in  the  interests  nor  in  tiic 
aftetionsof  the  people.  It  may  be  said,  the 
people  of  rrrhnid  show  no  polilical  exertion. 
IB  ibe  6r;itpluce,  public  spirit  is  completely 
depiw— «d  by  th«  recent  penecvtioM  of  aeveru. 
The  convention  act,  the  gun- powder,  &c.  &c. 
Declarations  of  government,  parliamentanr 
uxuuumitjr,  or  declarations  of  grand  juries,  all 
jlrioeediiig  from  aristocrates,  whose  interest 
IS  adrerse  to  tliat  of  the  ppop!^,  and  who 
think  such  conduct  uccess;iry  lor  tlx  ir  srcujily 
are  no  obstadea;  the  weight  uf  such  men 
fail^  in  the  general  welfare,  and  their  own 
tenantxy  und  depeudanl-}  would  desert  and 
tun  against  them,  the  people  have  no  way  of 
expTCSsing  tfirtr  divcunienl  clxUiter.  wliicfi 
at  the  satuc  time  greatly  aggravated  by  those 
meMores,  and  they  are  on  the  other  hanil  in 
that  semi-barbarous  state  which  U,  of  all 
others,  the  best  adapted  for  making  war. 
The  spirit  of  Ireland  cannot  therefore  be  cal- 
culiitw  fram  newspaper  nublicationa,  coiioiy 
meetings,  ^fc.  at  whicli  the  gentry  only  meet 
and  &pL-ak  fur  thrrnttelves.  They  are  so 
situated  th.il  tluy  have  but  oneway  led  to 
make  their  sciuimenis  known,  and  ihnt  is  by 
war.  The  church  cktablibbments  and  tythes 
are  very  severe  grievanees»  and  have  been 
the  cavi^c  of  lmnlh^■rIl•^s  local  insurrections  ; 
in  a  wurd,  from  reason,  reflection,  interest, 
prejudice,  the  spirit  of  rhange,  the  misery  of 
the  great  bulk  of  the  nation,  and  above  all, 
the  hatred  of  the  Kn^li^h  name  resulting 
from  the  tyranny  o\  near  seven  centuries, 
there  seems  littus  d< ni  t  but  an  invasion  in 
sufficient  fnrrc  would  be  supported  hy  the 
people.  1  liete  is  scarce  any  army  iu  the 
Gountry,  and  the  militia,  the  bulfc  of  whom 
nrr  Catholics,  would  to  a  moral  certainty  re- 
fuse to  act,  if  tliey  baw  such  a  force  as  they 
coidd  look  to  for  support 

Kr.  Attctn^  Genera/!.— The  other  letter 

directed  to  Hamburgh,  is  in  the  same  wonis 
with  this;  wa  have  also  proved  two  other 
papcr!^  in  the  same  words,  found  on  Mr.  Jack- 
son's table. 

Elarl  of  Ch  nmcU.—Reai]  part  of  each  of 
those  napers  found  on  Jackson's  Utbie ;  let 
their  ifwotity  appear  in  proof. 

[  rhe  clerk  of  the  erown  read  part  of  each 

ol  the  papers  marked  (D)  ami  (F)  accordingly, 
which  appeared  to  bo  counterparts  of  the 
paper  marked  (C)  (D)  dhieetefl  to  Monrifur 

t  li  ipeaiirougc,  a  Ilamburc;li.    (fi  B)  two 

copies  ivnm\  on  Jnck«;tm*^  tah!**.] 

Mr.  Aitorney  General.— We  will  now  prove 
the  paper  found  by  Mr.  Ofiver  C&rlHon  on 

Mr.  .'aekson's  table,  which  is  the  stntc  of 
Englatid  that  has  Ixcn  bo  nuith  alluded  to. 

£llcrc  the  clerk  of  the  crown  read  tho  ktUr, 
marked  (F)  as  follows :] 

EaehMive  of  positive  informatiMi  of  the 

temper  of  the  cotinlry,  it  nmy  be  known  by 
peopte  at  a  Uufiauce  by  the  4oUbwiDg  s^itt : 


There  are  no  petition??  nirainst  the  war. 

There  are  courtly  verdicts  given  byjuriei^ 
with  few  eioept^ona. 

There  are  no  mobs^  though  tnuth  dii> 
tressed. 

'  There  Is  much  ireadhiess  to  enlist  as  soldlen. 

I'here  !>  much  quietness  in  being  impressed 
on  the  part  of  seamen. 

The  votes  of  parliament  arc  nearly  uoani« 
roous,  though  the  narliament  has  run  through 
half  its  length,  ana  the  meiuhcr?  of  the  House 
of  Commons  look  to  ihtir  re-cicclioii. 

The  stability  of  lurd  Chatluun  continues  i^ 
defiance  of  all  his  ticglert<«. 

Terror  pervades  the  friends  of  liberty  who 
would  soon  show  a  different  appearance  if 
t!icy  w  ere  countenanced  by  Ihe  ougority  of 
the  people. 

The  temper  of  England  is  in  favour  of  the 

first  French  rcv(;luli()[i,  but  not  of  the  second. 
— However,  on  the  whole  it  shows  ^ymptoms 
of  being  adverse  to  the  present  situation  of 
the  war,  not  from  disliking  its  principle,  but 
from  seeing  little  profit  in  it.  At  tfic  •^amc 
time,  though  they  ttiiuk  it^  main  obiect  uuat- 
lainahte  (namely\i:e  overthrow  of  the  present 
French  system)  ihcy  woidd  be  more  earnest 
for  pctce  had  they  cither  budcred  enough,  or 
tfd  they  think  the  present  French  govern- 
ment sincerely  disposed  to  peace. 
There  are  many  persons  atliuhed  to  the 

firinciples  of  tlie  French  revolution  in  £ng- 
and,  if  they  arc  reckoned  numerically,  but 
they  are  as  nothing  compiired  to  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  who  are  indi<>posed  to 
them. 

In  Scotland  llir  proportion  of  democrats  is 
increasing,  but  txicy  axe  as  yet  a  smali  luino- 
rily. 

Ireland  will  follow  the  democracy  of  Scot* 
land,  each  of  these  countries  wants  time  only 
to  convince  itself  in  its  own  way,  but  it  wiit 
not  be  convinced  by  a  French  invasion. 

If  fiance  were  to  invade  £oglaod  every 
man  woold  turn  out  from  good  will  or  firom 
fear,  and  the  few  who  are  discontented  would 
be  quelled  with  ease,  as  the  French  citizens 
were  by  la  Fayette  in  the  Champ  dc  Mars^ 
Or  the  disallecled  lately  by  the  cwmnissionecs 
in  Alsace. 

There  could  bo  but  one  line  ut  conduct  lor 
Englishmen  to  pursue,  should  the  country  be 
invaded. — They  must  defend  it. 

Wars  being  but  the  means  of  attaiuii^ 
peace,  and  the  wril  meaning  among  the  tun* 
jects  of  the  ronfederates  being  told  iliat  the 
I  I'rciich  are  so  adverse  to  pes^e,  or  ask  >uch 
prelimintHries  that  it  is  tn  mttk  to  treat  with 
them,  it  would  be  highly  usefol  if  France 
I  declared,  after  any  new  SUCCessCS  which  sfas 
I  may  htrealter  aitam. 

Her  a\(  rsion  to  conquest. 
Her  disposition     p'  i-^e, 
ller  desire  that  oiUcr  luuoua  jdiouid 
govern  themselves. 
Tier  determination  of  changing  this  «yjtf  m 
if  the  war  agsuut  her  »  continued.  And  it 
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would  be  useful  alsn  if  every  convenient  op- 
portunity were  taken  of  declarlug  that  her 
fMreaantgoveninieDt  is  revolnlionary,  and  that 
thr  rf)Ti>;til[itron  of  Junc  Ia3t  will  be  acted  upon 
ttt  the  peace;  and  also  if  she  declared  her 
M|ret  at  the  ntcesnty  of  mine  harsh  mca- 
surc^,  an:l  now  ami  then  employed  ptiilan- 
thropic  languaxc  wliicli  has  an  astonishing 
effect  in  pacitVmg  the  English,  and  indeed 
pacifying  Europe. 

It  Vuuld  tend  much  to  conciliate  the  minds 
of  the  English  were  the  ConventioB  to  decree 
the  litM^ration  of  all  the  English  now  in  a 
state  of  nrrr*.i  unaccused  of  crimes,  and  re- 
storing to  tlicm  Uieir  property,  at  the  same 
time  albwin^  them  to  leave  the  country 
within    f  crtam  space  of  lime. 

It  would  tend  also  much  to  create  an  aver- 
SMD  to  Ifao  war,  were  the  Convention  tu  de- 
cree the  terras  on  which  they  would  make 
peace.  This  conduct  would  be  magnanimous^ 
an!  if  th^  did  not  hold  out  twrot  exttava- 

faot,  the  pruplt!  of  this  country  would  not 
esitatc  to  speak  their  aversion  to  a  continu* 
«nce  of  Uie  war. 

It  would  be  very  advisable  to  have  copies 
of  the  more  important  dpcrres  of  reports  lodg* 
«cl  at  iiavre  to  come  iiither  by  ntiulrai  vcs- 
•els  for  the  purpose  of  being  trauialed. 

Mr.  iffforiuny  Gen*ral.—\\c  will  now  read 
'Mother  pji^  rr  proved  to  have  been  found  on 
Mr.  Jackson's  table;  anote  from  Mr.IIanuUon 
Rowan  to  Mr.  Jackson. 

[Here  the  clerk  ofthecroirii  Bead  a  paper 
marked  (O)  as  followt :] 

— .,,  Jackson,  esq.  Hyde's  Cofiee-honae, 
Dame-strcet. 

Will  }  oil  be  «o  good  as  to  sharr  my  hrmk- 
/a&t  with  n\c  to-morrow  at  nine,  which  1  aiti 
particularly  desirous  e(— as  I  find  a  party 
made-  fur  dinner  cannot  take  place.  I  lu  cd 
jDOt  »ay  that  by  nine  I  mean  nine  or  as  near 
ilas  you  can,  for  I  have  hopes  that  a  third 
person  will,  in  that  case,  tnko  his  ?harc  before 
'lie  leaves  town,  which  I  find  he  is  Jbrccd  to 
do  in  the  course  of  the  morning. 

A.  HsMttfoii  RowAir. 

Nezcgate,  April  5th,  1794. 

Mr.  Allorntn/  CfCt^rrnl. — Wr  h  ill  read  aUo 
JUlr.  Tone's  note,  iuuud  aL>o  ou  air.  Jack&uu's 
table* 

[Here  the  clerk  of  the  cf««n  read  a  paper 
marked  (N)  as  follows:] 

■■  —  Jackson,  esq. 
Mr.  Tone  present**  his  compUmcnls  to  Mr. 
Jackbou,  auil  iit  e&treiuely  coocerneU  timt  in- 
iiypeiisable  Uw  businett  hurries  him  out  of 
town  to-raorrow-mornin:]-.  lie  is  of  course 
deprived  of  the  houour  of  attending  Mr. 
Hmmm  at  dnuier,  but  will  embrace  tlw  first 
moment  of  his  return,  which  he  hopes  will 
be  in  a  week,  to  pa^  his  respects  to  Mr. 
^tfkson. 

HVcidtfy  Morning, 


Mr.  Atlornttf  General. — We  shall  ofter  one 
piece  of  evidence  more ;  the  letter  written  by 
John  Hurfurd  Stone  of  Paris,  recommending 
t!ie  pfisnnrr  to  Mr.  Ilorne  Tooke;  it  was  \\•^\^)^. 
ou  the  lubif  lu  ti^c  prisoner's  room  wlicn  ho 
was  arrested. 

Mr.  Curran. — This  h  not  the  best  tvitlcnci* 
the  nature  of  the  case  admits ;  if  Mr.  8tone 
wrote  any  letter,  he  is  the  person  to  prove  it. 

Mr.  Atlornei/  General. — 1  offer  it  as  a  paper 
found  in  the  possession  of  the  prisoner  ^  but, 
added  to  tha^  I  wish  to  prove  that  it  is  the 
hand-writinv  of  Mr.  Slono  of  Paris.  If  Mr. 
Stone  were  here  he  could  not  be  examined  as 
to  this  letter,  because  it  would  be  to  ask  him 
whether  he  was  a  conspirator:  it  is  to  me  s 
matter  of  indifTpi  ppce  whether  it  is  proved  or 
not — I  ofter  a  wuncss  to  prove  his  hand* 
writing — I  care  not  about  the  event. 

I'rirlof Clonmell. — I  should  be  inclined  to 
admit  this  evidence  if  it  were  necessary,  but  I 
shouU  think  it  is  not 

Mr.  Attorney  General  being  of  opinion  that 
the  letter  was  BMlcml  evidence,  It  was  rend 

as  follows : 

John  Home  Tookc,  London. 

Paris,  25  Kivose. — Second  Year 
of  the  Rejmblkf  One  end  Jn* 

My  dear  Friend;  The  circumstances  of  the 
two  countries  have  hitherto  prevented  me 

from  giving  or  receiving  any  infnrnKition  re- 
specting you,  for  as  there  have  been  iew  or 
no  oUier  means  of  communication  than  the 
pc-t,  I  have  had  the  Traitorous  Correspon- 
dence Bill  too  much  before  my  eyes,  to  iuuard 
your  tranquillity,  though  I  had  nothing  to 
fear  for  my  own ;  this  however  will  be  deli- 
vered to  you  by  a  grnlleman,  a  citizen  I  should 
have  >.aid,  to  whom  you  have  been  heretofore 
known,  and  I  tnlroduce  him  atone  who  will 
be  able  to  give  you  the  most  accurate  infor- 
1  rnatiou  of  what  is  doing,  and  has  been  done 
I  here— and  recommendmm  idso  as  the  person 
to  whom  you  nny  ^nntide  your  own  senti- 
ments respecting  the  state  of  afiairs  in  this 
country  or  your  own. 

As  I  know  that  your  prudence  keeps  some 
pace  with  your  patriotism,  you  may  oc  satis- 
fied that  I  am  sure  of  the  principles  ol  the 
nmn  I  thus  confidentially  introduee  to  you, 
and  thus  much  you  may  repose  on  me. — As 
to  the  rest,  I  leave  you  to  arrange  it,  wishing 
myself  a  third  in  Xae  party. 

And  now  my  patriotic  friend,  let  me  offer 
YOU  my  warmest  and  most  heartfelt  congratu> 
lations  on  the  immense  prospect  of  public 
happiness  which  is  opening  before  us;  you 
are  amongst  the  small  number  of  those,  who 
in  the  worst  of  times  have  never  despaired  of 
the  cause  of  liberty,  and  you  are  the  only  one 
who  when  the  name  was  but  a  barbarism 
amongst  us.  taught  the  great  priiicii>les  of 
sacred  equality  which  we  nave  so  completely 
I  reduced  to  practice.  I  look  forward  with 
I  transport  and  joy,  to  the  moment  when  the 
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tloctrines  which  you  have  preached  shall  re-  [  applicnlionof  the  rule  unneccssarv;  xhe  rule 
ceive  their  duo  accom|«li&hinent,  when  the  is,  that  evidence  may  be  called  to  contradict 
various  parties  of  mtnisterialbts  and  opposi.  the  impeachment— now,  on  wbal  is  theim- 


tiooists,  dissenters  and  churchmen,  uubles,  i  p 


(■■ai-hiiiont  here. 


if 


inv 


there  be,  founded  ? — 


priests  and  kings,  shall  shik  into  one  undis*  «  on  the  evidence  of  the  man  himself.— I  never 
— i^M^  M  .    .         .    -L.  .11  .  )|^^  ^  evidence  being  called  for  a 


tingdshed,  mass  of  ruiu!^,  and  nothine  shall 
be  seen  or  acknowledged  but  the  peopte,  the 
sacred  voice  of  the  people. 

The  little  commission  which  you  gave  roe 
to  the  milliner,  I  have  properly  executed;  it 
was  to  have  beeti         to  the  ladies  iho  l  ist 
sprine,  but  theunlowardnc^  of  cvciUm  ai  that 
time  nindered  the  complciiun,  and  I  could  i 
not  find  also  any  one  to  whom  I  coutd  pro-  | 
perly  intrust  it,  the  fashion  being  a  little 
changed;  if  nouiing  unlbmeen  happens  to  ; 
hinder  it,  you  may  expect  to  have  it  u%er  in 


rcbula  man's  own  evidence — to  call  a  witness 
to  rebut  something,  is  to  call  a  witness  coii- 
trary  to  something;  then  the  witness  has 
been  impeached— how  P  he  was  asked,  were 
you  tried  for  perjury  ?  yes,  said  he,  and  ac- 
quitted; anil  hououriibly  ;  then  the  evidence 
offered  goes  to  rebutCockay ne's  own  evidence. 
This  then  is  an  unusual  and  ettraordinary 
proceeding,  aud  1  trust  therefore  Uiat  you 
will  be  0?  opinion  thai  this  evidenee  ought 
not  to  be  received. 
Earl  of  C/onmc//. — We  are  of  opinion  that 


two  months  at  fartlie^t ;  and  under  happier 

•ttspicestlianttielast  spring;  sincethefasbion  |  this  roan  may  be  produced  to  this tranwctiott, 

is  so  much  improved,  and  I  have  taken  all  i  for  what  is  it  to  do?  it  is  tn  produce  several 
the  precautions  and  even  more  than  you  en-  >  witnesses  to  corroborate  the  same  fart, 
trusted  roe  with  at  Tuffins;  but  the  sending  Cockayne  says  he  was  tried  for  perjury,  and 
it,  as  you  nay  suppose  will  depend  on  cir-  '  acquitted ;  now,  the  jury  may  believe  that  be 

cumstances.  |  was  tried,  and  not  believe  one  word  of  what 

I  leave  to  Uie  friend  I  introduce  to  you  the  ]  he  said  about  his  acquittal;  tlicn  you  produce 
relation  of  the  history  of  this  country' for  the  i  evidence  to  supply  this. 


twelve  months  last  past.  You  will  have  fallen 
into  a  thousand  errors  on  the  subject  of  our 
politics,  as  I,  though  on  the  spot,  nave  done; 

mil  I  think  1  now  see  land. 


Mr.  .Tu'^tire  C hnmlierhine. — I  think  the 
testiuioay  oi  Cockayne  has  becD  attempted  n> 
be  impeached ;  whether  with  success  or  not,  I 
do  not  know ;  but  the  cross-ex  miin  iiion  could 


Uod  bitss  ^ou,  we  shall  meet  under  happier  i  luive  had  no  other  object ;  now  i^  he  not  to  be 
eircumstanoes  tmn  our  last,  and  drinic  a  eoo\  corroborated  in  n  ^t  material  to  establish  hii 

bottle  of  good  Iiur!:;nndy  under  the  shade  of  I  credit? 

our  Urees,  an  early  day  in  the  next  summer,  if  [The  Court  having  overruled  the  objoctkm. 

 k        «  jj^^  Witness  was  called.)  ^ 

"Robert  MawM^. — Examined  by  Mr.  Solicitor 
Otnerd, 

Where  do  vou  live,  Sirf-^n  Castle-ftreel» 

Uolborn,  in  tnc  city  of  London. 

Of  what  profession  are  you.^— I  am  an 
attorney  and  solicitor  of  Westminster-hall. 

What  paper  is  that  which  you  hold  in  your 
hand  ? — It  is  an  olhce  copy  of  the  iadictmeoi 
and  acquittal  of  John  Coccayne  who  was  cat* 


called  on  our  siae  to  unpeach  tlw  cha-  and  acquittal  oi  joiii 
of  Mr.  Cockayne. — The  gentlemen  !  amined here  this  day 


VOtt  can  spare  so  much  time  from  your  legis- 
tRtive  or  ministerial  avocations. 

Health  and  fraternity 

J.  il.  SlUNE. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. —  A*'  "ome  attempt 
has  been  made  to  discredit  the  evidence  of 
BIr.  Cockayne,  we  will  now  produce  n  witness 
to  establish  !n-  rrrdit. 

Mr.  Cu/ran.-^l  here  has  not  been  any  evi- 
dence called  CD  our  side  to  inpeach  the  ^mi- 
racter 

themselves  sliow  that  they  have  a^ood  opi- 
nion of  his  credit,  when  they  want  to  hoop 
hini  before  he  is  ^ackttL  I  never  saw  aucD 

a  course  before. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — ^Thcn  you  shall 
see  it  nowy  ana  I  hope  with  success ;  I  think 
vc  have  a  right  to  call  evidence  to  a  wit- 
iie»»'»  character,  whether  it  has  been  at- 
tempted to  be  impeached  by  other  ovidenoe, 
or  by  somethingconiing  out  on  his  croas-exa- 
oiination. 

Mr.  Camin.— I  an  driven,  I  find,  to  slate 

the  ground  of  my  objection  :— I  did  not  think 
it  could  be  resisted.—!  conceive  the  uniform 


Were  you  present  at  the  trial  of  Cockayne  I 
—I  was. 

Have  you  compwad  that  copyf^  did  both 

ways. 

And  saw  it  attested  by  the  proper  of&cer 
Tcs. 

Do  you  recollect  any  cincumstances  th*! 
parsed  upon  the  trial? — I  recollect  what 
Cockayne  related,  and  evoy  tbii^  he  has  aid 
is  perfectly  true. 

Do  you  recollect  any  thing  else — Mr. 
Gartow  who  was  bb  counsel,  said  that  they 
had  not  produced  a  mpy  <-}"  (he  judgmcnt» 
and  that  Cockayne  could  take  advantage  of  il» 
rule  of  hw  to  be,  that  if  the  credit  ofn  witness  I  but  Cbdnyne  said  he  would  not  have  any  ad- 


is  impeached,  that  witness  may  purge  the 
impeachment  by  contradicting  the  allegations 
of  the  impeachment;  but  I  s«iDmit  it  that  this 
rule  can  hold  only  where  evidence  aliunde  is 
reported  t'^,  t*^  impcn  li  the  rrciit  of  the  wit- 
itCM.^ — Tiui  Uic  uaiuic  uf  this  ca:H;  makes  the 


vantage  taken,  hut  that  he  would  either  bt 
found  guilty  or  acquitted  on  the  merits. 

How  did  the  prosecutor  conduct  htmselff 
— He  seemed  to  be  very  forward,  and  Mr. 

MainwBring,  who  t^-as  the  chairman,  one 
ol  the  pro tuono  lanes  wiio  wa:>  tu  tax  ihc 
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of  ro5^«,  cfi!?ed  on  Fletcher,  the  prosecutor, 
;vnd  tlet»ire(l  hiin  not  to  be  so  very  torward. 

Did  any  friends  attend  Cockayne  on  his 
trial? — Mr.  Impey,  who  wrote  Impcv's  Prac- 
tice, Mr.  Low  ton  the  marshal,  and  several 
fespeetable  people  came  forward  as  lus  friends. 

Was  the  acquittal  on  the  merit';?  It  was. 
Ue  was  acquitted  on  the  prosecutor's  evidence, 
witluNit  cauiog  a  witness. 

CiMa-emniiwd  by  Mir,  Ptmonly. 

Did  CockayiM  ever  appear  for  you  as  a 
vitoess  in  any  cause  at  York  ?— Never 
Is  he  a  partictUar  acqiiaintanre  of  your's 

He  is  not. 

AVhat  is  your  motive  in  coming  forward 
this  day  ?'^Becau8e  I  thought  him  very  ill 

used. 

.  Had  yoa  not  any  other  bunness  here  > — 
None  other  but  to  pve  an  aceouiU  of  tfaia 

transaction. 

John  Cockayne  called  up  by  Mr.  Curran. 

In  what  part  of  the  house  did  vou  Ue  f — I 
by  on  the  snne  floor  with  Mr.  Jackson. 

Who  tisuriMy  golttp  filst?— I  wasgenondlj 

«p  betore  him. 
Have  vou  heard  there  were  any  papers 

Ibund  in  bis  chamber  ? — I  have. 

Ilad  you  any  papers  in  his  chamber  the 
evening  before  ? — J  should  think  not. 

Did  you  ever  say  to  any  person  that  you 

bad  the  papers  whicli  worr  found  there  in 
^our  hauu^  al  twelve  u'ciock  liic  oigtilbL-iurc.'' 
—>1  never  did. 

DsFtaea. 

lAr.  CKmm.<~Hy  kurds,  and  gentlemen  of 

tTic  Jury ;  I  am  sure  the  attention  of  the  Court 
must  be  a  good  deal  fatigued.  1  am  sure, 
gentlemen  of  the  jury,  that  your  minds  must 
of  necessity  be  fatigued  also.  ^^  [  riher  coun- 
sel be  fatigued,  or  not,  is  matter  verv  little 
worth  the  observation  that  may  be  mane  upon 
il.  I  am  gla<l  that  it  i>-  not  necessary  fur  me 
to  add  a  great  deal  to  tlie  labour,  either  of  the 
Court,  or  the  Jury.  Of  the  Court  I  must 
have  some  knowledge — of  the  jury  I  certainly 
am  not  ignorant.  I  Know  it  is  as  unnecessary 
for  me  to  say  much,  or  perhaps  any  thing  to 
inform  the  Court,  as  it  would  be  ridiculous  to 
affect  to  lecture  a  jury  of  the  description  I 
have  tile  honour  to  addrcbS.  I  know  1  address 
a  Court,  anxious  to  expound  fauriy,  and  im- 
partially, tlic  law  of  ll>e  country,  without  any 
apprehension  uf  the  coDsccjuenccs  and  etiect 
of  any  prosecution. — In  the  jury  I  am  looking 
to  DCAv,  I  know  I  address  twelve  sensible  and 
respectable  men  of  my  country,  who  are  as 
conscious  as  I  am  of  the  great  obligation  to 
which  they  have  plcdcrd  tfiemsclves  by  their 
oath,  to  decide  upon  the  question  f^rly,  with- 
out ustoiing  to  passion,  or  bdng  swayed  by 
prejudice—  without  thinking  of  any  thing  ex- 
cept the  charge  which  has  been  made,  and 
Ihe  evidence  which  has  l>een  brought  in  sup- 
port of  that  charga.  They  Jtnow  aa  well  aa  I 
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do,  that  the  great  object  of  a  jur}'  is,  to  protect 
the  country  against  crimes,  and  to  protect 
individuals  agamst  all  accsuation,  that  is  not 
founded  in  truth.  They  will  remember — I 
know  thev  will  remember,— timt  the  great 
object  of  tbnr  duty  is,  according  totheexprea- 
sion  of  a  late  venerated  judge  in  another 
county,  that  tiieyare  to  come  into  the  box 
with  their  minds  like  white  papcr,upon  which 
prejudice,  or  passion,  or  bias,  or  talk,  or  hope, 
or  I'ear,  has  not  been  able  to  scrawl  any  things 
—That  you,  eentiemen,  come  into  the  box, 
standing  indimirent  as  you  stood  unsworn. 

In  the  httle,  gentlemen  (and  it  shall  not 
be  much),  Uut  1  shall  take  the  hbcrty  of  ad- 
dressing to  you,  I  shall  rest  the  fate  of  it  upon 
its  tntr!n«si<'  weight.  I  "IkiII  not  Icavr  the 
cose  ni  courcaiment.  It  there  be  no  L;iuund 
on  which  the  evidence  can  be  impeached,  I 
will  venture  to  say  I  will  neither  uark  at  it, 
nor  scold  it,  in  lieu  of  giving  it  an  answer. 
Whatever  objecdon  I  have  to  make,  shall  be 
addressed  to  your  reascn.  I  will  nnt  -^ny 
they  are  ^eat,  or  conclusive,  or  unanswerable 
objoctiona  'I  shall  submit  them  to  you 
naKedly  as  they  appear  to  me.  If  they  have 
weight,  you  wtll  give  it  to  them.  If  they 
have  not,  a  great  promise  on  my  part  w3l  not 
give  anticipated  wcij^hl  to  that  whosie  dcbili^ 
will  appear  when  it  comes  to  be  examined. 

Gentlemen,  you  are  empanelled  to  try  a 
charge.  It  consists  of  two  offence >  ;  :  ticu« 
larly  described  in  the  indictment.  1  lie  first 
uestiou  is,  wiial  is  the  allegation.'*  In  the 
rst  branch,  the  prisoner  is  indicted  upon  a 
statute,  which  inflicts  the  pains  and  penalties 
of  liigh  treason  upon  any  man,  who  shall 
compass  or  imagine  the  king's  death.  The 
nature  of  the  offence,  if  you  reaiiircd  any 
comment  on  iL  has  been  learnealy,  and  i 
must  add,  candidly  commented  upon  by  Mr, 
Attorney  General  in  stating  the  ease. — 
The  second  part  is,  that  the  prisoner  did 
adhere  to  the  king's  enemies.  By  the  law 
of  tliis  country,  there  arc  particular  rules, 
applicable  to  cases  of  prosecutions  for 
high  treason,  contradi$tingui:>hed  5om  all 
the  other  branches  of  the  criminal  law.  The 
nature  of  the  offence  called  for  this  peculiarity 
of  regulation.  Tlicre  is  no  species  of  charge 
to  which  innocent  men  may  more  easuy 
be  made  victims  than  that  of  offences  a^inst 
the  state,  and  therefore  it  was  ntcesbary  to- 
give  an  additional  protection  to  the  sul^ 
ject. — There  is  an  honr'ir  impulse  in  the  na- 
tural and  laudable  loyalty  oi  every  man,  that 
warms  bis  passions  strongly  a^aicst  the  per- 
son 'v!^o  endeavours  to  disturb  tne  public  quiet 
and  Kcu  rity ;  it  was  necessary  theretore  to  guard 
the  subject  against  the  roost  dangerous  of  all 
abuses,  the  abuse  of  a  virtue,  by  extraordinary 
vi|planee.  There  was  another  reason — there 
is  no  dwige  which  b  so  va^ue  and  indefinite^ 
and  yet  would  be  more  I'lkeTy  to  succeed,  than 
charging  a  man  as  an  enemy  to  the  state. 
There  is  no  case  in  which  the  venality  ' of  a 
base  infotneri  could  have  grtaler  expeela- 
31 
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tton  of  a  base  i  cwurci.   Therefore,  gentlemeiu 
it  %ras  nveessarv  to  guard  persons  aecosed 
IroiM  tl)c  over  ha.sty  virtue  of  a  jury  on  the 
QSUi  iuuid,  and  ou  the  other,  from  being  made 
the  SBCiificcs  of  the  huse  and  rank  prostitu- 
tion of  tt  depraved  informer.  How  lias  the  law 
done  this? — By  pointiui;  out  in  terms, these 
rules  and  orders  that  shall  guide  the  Court, 
ind  bind  the  jury  in  tae  vcntlict  they  shall 
give. — The  man  sliall  he  atraitor,  if  he  com* 
xuits  Uic  crime,  but  it  must  be  a  crime  of 
which  he  should  be  proveably  attaint  by  overt 
arts.    And  in  order  that  there  be  an  opportu- 
nity of  invc!>tjgatiun  and  defence,  the  features 
of  the  overt  acts  should  be  statea  of  public  tt* 
cord  in  the  very  bovly  of  the  indicimcnt. 
Justlv  do  I  hear  it  observed,  that  there  can- 
not be  devised  a  fairer  inoile  of  accusation 
and  trial,  tlian  this  is.     Genllouien,  I  have 
stated  to  you,  how  the  foundation  of  it  stands 
in  both  countries,  touching  the  mode  of  accu- 
sation and  trial.  I  have  to  add  to  you^that  in 
Great  Britain  it  hasbrcn  found  necessary  still 
farther  to  increase  the  sautlion  of  the  jury, 
and  the  safety  of  the  prisoner,  l  \  n  express 
statute  in  kins:  WiUlam's  time.    I'.y  thut  law 
it  is  now  settled  m  that  great  country,  that  no 
muk  shall  be  indicted  or  convicted,  except 
upon  the  evidcnre  of  two  witnesses?,  and  it 
describes  what  sort  of  evidence  that  shall  be, 
«ther  two  witnesses  swearing  directly  to  the 
same  overt  act  laid  in  the  indictment;  or 
two  witnesses,  one  swearing  to  one  overt  act, 
snd  the  other  to  another  overt  act  of  the  same 
species  ufucason.    So  that  in  that  coimtry, 
IK>  man  can  be  found  guilty,  except  upon  the 
evidence  of  two  distinct  credible  witnesses, 
credible  in  their  testimony,  distinct  in  their 
persons,  and  cournrring  in  the  evidence  of 
acts,  of  one  und  the  j»ame  class  of  treason; 
for  it  nnist  be  to  the  same  identical  treason, 
sworn  to  by  both  witnc^~es  ;  rr  one  witness 
deposing  to  one  act  of  tjtasun,  uiul  the  other 
to  another  act  of  the  same  class  of  treason; 
that  is  the  "^rttlod  law  of  the  ncii^lihouring 
kiu>;doni,  and  I  slate  it  to  you  emphatically 
to  be  the  settled  law ;  because  far  an  I  from 
thinkipc:.  thit  we  have  not  the  Mcjsing  of 
Jivmg  under  the  same  sanction  of  law^  far  am 
I  from  imagining  that  the  breath  whidi  can> 
not  even  taint  the  cluiraricr  of  a  man  in 
l^ogUod  shall  here    blow  him  from  the 
earth— that  th«  proof,  which  in  England 
would  not  wound  the  man,  shall  here  de- 
prive him  of  his  litb-  th;U  though  the  peo- 
ple in  Lncland  would  laujjh  a.t  the  accusa- 
tion, yet  here  it  iball  call  the  accused  to 

periih  under  it^  Furc  I  :.m  that  in  a 

ca^ulry  where  so  tew  i;utances  of  a  foul  accu- 
aation  of  this  sort  have  occurred,  the  judges  of 
thec<  M?  v.i!l  nerd  httlc  arzumon*  to  trtvc 
cftcci  tu  tvciv  ihmg  urged  to  show  that  the 
law  is  the  tvame  in  treiand  as  in  England. 

F.arl  of  f','  '  ivr?/  _Do  you  mean  to  argue 
that  Uie  statute  uf  WiUima  is  in  force  in  Ire- 
land f 

Mr.  C^rrm.-'Ko^  my  kid;  ttoitbattht 
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statute  of  William  is  in  force— but  I  mean  to 
argue,  thai  the  necessity  of  two  witnesses  ia 
the  case  of  treason,  is  as  strong  here  as  in 

England.'         It  is  the  opinion  of  Kvrd  Coke 
founded  upon  a  number  of  auiliontics ;  the 
opinion  of  lord  Coke  refeniogto  a  judicial 
confirmation  of  what  he  says;— the  opinion 
of  lord  Coke  controverted,  if  it  can  be 
said  to  be  controverted,  by  the  modest  and 
diffident  dissent  of  sir  Michael  Fosh  r.  md 
conuroverted  (though  it  be  not  adding  much  to 
the  character  of  sir  Michael  Foster  to  say  it  is 
controverl(  d)  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Hawkins.— It  is 
laid  down  by  lord  Coke,  that  be  conceives  it  to 
be  the  established  law,  that  two  witnesses  are 
necessary  to  tonvict :  3  Inst.  26.  "  It  ■^■tUBlh 
thatby  the  ancient  common  law,  one  accuser 
or  witness  was  not  sufficient  to  convict  any 
person  of  high  treason.— And  that  two  wit- 
nesses be  required,  r-ppe  ireth  by  our  books^ 
and  I  remember  no  antiiuruy  m  our  books  to 
the  contrary.^'  1  know  of  im  judicial  de- 
termination in  our  books  to  the  cont  — rv  of 
what  lord  Coke  here  states :— the  common 
law  is  grounded  upon  the  principles  of  reason. 
1  con-iricr  the  statutes  of  Edw.  6th  and  Wil- 
liam  ;jrd  as  statutes  which  had  become  ne- 
cessary from  the  abuses  oeeaskmed  by  a 
departure  from  xho  common  law.  After 
the  statute  of  Edw.  6th,  expressly  declar- 
mg  the  necef  aity  of  two  wituesess.  the  courts 
had  fallen  into,  perhaps  a  well-intentioned 
departure  from  the  meaning  of  the  statute 
of  Edw.  6th,  so  far  that  the  place  of  two 
witnesses  wat,  mi[. plied  in  evidence  by  any 
thing  U»at  the  Court  thought  a  materi  il  addi- 
tional circumstance  in  the  ca^e;  ajid  to  the 
Ume  of  William  Srd,  such  a  departure  hadpse- 
vailed,  and  this  was  thoxighi  «-uflicient  to  dis- 
charge every  thing  respecting  the  obhgatioos 
of  the  stabile,   i  t  became  necessaiy  there- 
fore to  enact,  and  hy  tluU  enactment  to  do 
away  tlie  abu!>e  of  the  principle  of  the  com- 
mon law,  by  expressly  decbring  that  no  man 
should  be  indictt  d  ur  convicted  except  by  two 
witnesses  to  one  overt  act,  or  one  witness  to 
one  act,  and  a  second  to  another  wet  of  high 
treason  ul  the  same  '■nof  ics.  And  thereseems 
to  me  to  be  a  sound  distinction  between  the 
case  of  high  treason,  and  of  any  other  crime. 
It  is  the  only  crime  which  every  subject  is 
sworn  against  committing:   it  i?  the  only 
crime  which  any  subject  is  sworn  to  abstaiik 
from.     In  every  other  case,  the  subject  b 
left  to  the  ft  .ir  of  punisVnncnt  wtiic!)  lie  msy 
feel,  or  tu  the  (iK  tates  ot  his  couMrieoce  to 
guard  himself  a_:.iin-t  transgressing  the  lawj 
but  trea<nn  is  i  f  rr^ch  of  his  uath  ofaIlc;;i.ince 
and  is  so  lar  like  t  i»c  case  of  perjury ;  and  there- 
fore in  the  case  of  treason,  no  man  sbouM  be 
convicted  by  the  tcliinony  uf  a  sluiilc  \sii:ic;i, 
iiecause  it  ^miounts  to  no  more  titan  oath 
against  oath :  so  that  it  is  only  reasonable 
there  should  be  ouothi.~r  to  tiiru  the  scale; 
and  Uierefore  it  is  that  I  conceive  LrJ  Coke 
wdl  warranted  in  laying  down  this  rule,  a  rule 
deduced  (rooi  general  jusUce^  ani  —  '  — 
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am  now  stotiog  loftr  to  the  Court  as  motter 

of  law. 

But  whit  were  thete  witnesses?— Witnes- 

fes  in  all  cases  bejrond  exception,  in  their  per* 
tonal  circumstances,  and  in  their  personal  cre- 
dit. Therefore  it  is  the  law,  that  no  man  shall 
be  found  guilty  of  any  ofTenoo  that  is  not  le- 
gally proved  upon  him  by  the  sworn  testimony 
ut  credible  witncbscs.  GentlemeOy  I  have 
anhmitted  ray  humble  ideas  of  the  law— I  have 
stated  the  charge  which  the  prisoner  was  cal- 
Jed  upon  to  answer  Let  me  now  state  the 
overt  aelSk  which  in  this  particular  case  are  ne  - 
cc^-^arv  robeprovrrl  The  first  is,  that  the 
prisoner  did  traitorously  come  to,  and  land  in 
udand,  to  procure  infimnatbn  cenoerning 
the  subjects  ot"  I rol an f!,  and  to  snid  tli:it  in- 
fonnation  to  the  persons  exercising  the  go- 
vernment in  Fkwice  to  aid  them  in  carrymg 
on  tlu  vv  ar  against  the  king.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect, that  Cockayne  said  one  single  word  of 
the  prisoner's  coming^  here  tor  such  purpose. 
The  second  overt  act  is,  that  the  prisoner  did 
traitorously  intend  to  raise  and  levy  war,  and 
incite  per^ns  to  invade  Ireland  with  arnis 
wd  nen ;  that  ho  did  hieite  Theobald  Wolfe 
Ton«  to  go  beyond  f^e\*  to  incite  France 
to  invade  this  kingdom  ;  that  he  did  eudea- 
Tour  to  pmcure  persons  to  go  to  i-'rance ;  and 
thnt  he  agreed  with  other  persons  that  they 
should  be  sent  to  France  for  the  samepurpose. 

llavnig  stated  these  overt  acts  wnicn  are 
Ivd  in  tiir  indiciincnt,  you  will  be  |ilejscd  to 
icooUect  the  evidence  given  by  Cockayne. 
OodKayne  Hid  not  my  that  the  prisoner  came 
over  here  for  any  such  yt  "rpusc  as  the  overt 
act  attributes  to  him ;  then  as  to  the  overt 
act,  of  endeavouring  to  procure  persons  to  go 
to  France  for  the  purpose  of  givmg  informa- 
tion to  the  enemy ;  the  witness  said  he 
met  Mr  M'Nally.  he  had  known  him  in 
England  ;  Jackson  was  a  clergyman  ;  he  had 
known  him  ahn.  Cockayne  had  professional 
business  with  Mr.  Al'Nally.  Mr.  M'Nally 
|Mid  thcin  a  courtesy  which  udv  decent  person 
would  have  been  entitled  to.  They  dined  at 
his  house,  and  met  three  or  four  persons  there 
they  talked  of  the  politics  of  Ireund ;  of  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  people ;  but  not  a  sylla- 
ble of  what  is  stated  in  the  indictment;  not 
one  word  of  any  conspiracy;  Cockayne  did 
not  pretend  to  be  able  to  give  any  account  of 
any  specific  conversatkm ;  he  went  to  New- 
gate ;  Rowan  was  then  in  confinement;  he 
sometimes  went  by  himself;  sometimes  met 
Tone,  sometiraes  Jackson ;  he  gave  you 
an  account  of  encouragement ;  what  was  it  ? 
Was  there  any  thin^  to  support  thia  lodict- 
snent?  Let  me  remind  you  that  you  are  to 
fomid  your  verdict  on  what  the  witness  says 
anad  you  beUeve,  and  not  on  what  learned 
coimsel  may  be  instructed  to  stale.  Then 
-what  does  the  witness  say  ?  lie  admits  he  did 
pot  hear  mil  the  eonveisation.  The  crying 
il^usticr  mn^t  strike  you,  of  making  i  n.  in 
a&awerable  fof  a  part  of  a  conversation,  where 

s 


the  witness  did  not  hear  it  all ;  but  take  it  as 

he  has  slated  it,  uinjiijIiriLd  and  unconstrucd  ; 
how  high  was  he  wrought  up  by  it?  He  heard 
talk  of  somebody  to  go  to  France;  he  was  to 
carry  papers;  lie  heaid  an  exjirension  of  in- 
structions to  the  French  ;  what  IVemh?  Wliat 
instructions?  It  might  be  to  French  nianiit':ic- 
teurrs:  it  might  l>c  to  French  traitors ;  it 
might  be  to  the  French  king;  it  ifi  iitbe 
to  tlie  French  Convention.  Do  i  mean 
to  sav  that  there  was  nothing  by  which  a 
credulous  or  reasonable  mnn  lui^lit  nut  1,  ive 
his  suspicion  raised,  or  that  tiR  r<  was  nothing 
in  three  or  four  men  hndling  themselves  toge- 
ther in  Ncwfrnte  and  l.dkiii;^  i>i  an  invasion? 
No,  but  my  reasoning  is  this — That  your  ver- 
dict is  to  be  founded  on  evidence  of  positive 
guilt  established  :tt  V..r  ti  irard  of  the  personal 
punishment  oi  the  witness,  you  are  not  to 
pick  up  the  conjccttnes  eitherof  his  malignity 
or  credulity.  1  say  that  this  man  stands  in 
defiance  of  your  verdict,  because  it  will  be  ef- 
fected  bv  nothing  but  thatimBistible  evidence 
on  which  alone  it  ought  to  be  founded.  But 
what  was  the  fact  which  Tone  was  to  do  or 
any  other  person  ?  It  was  an  illegal  one.  By 
a  late  act,  an  English  subject  going  to  France 
is  liable  to  six  months  imprisonment.  By  a 
clause  ia  the  same  statute  the  crime  of  soli* 
citing  a  fteraon  to  go  is  also  punishable.  The 
encouraging  any  person  to  20  to  that  cotinlry 
was  therefore  exposing  iutn  to  danger,  but 
whether  it  was  a  motive  of  trade,  or  smugg- 
ling or  idle  adventure  is  not  the  question  lor 
you.  It  is  whether  the  intention  was  to  con- 
vey an  incitement  to  the  French  to  ni^e  a 
descent  on  this  kingdom,  and  endeavour  la 
subvert  the  constitution  of  it.  Vou  have  a 
simple  question  before  you — has  even  thb 
prosecutor  sworn  that  he  endeavoured  to  do 
so  } — I  think  not. 

The  next  overt  act  charged  is,  that  he  did 
compose  and  write  a  letter  in  order  to  be  sent 
to  William  Stone,  in  which  be  traitorously 
desired  Stone  to  Uiscluse  to  ccriaiu  j  ersons  in 
France  the  scheme  and  intention  of  Jackson, 
f  o  send  a  ncrson  to  inform  them  of  the  state  of 
Ireland,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  support  and 
effect  to  an  hostile  invasion  of  this  country. 
You  have  heard  these  Iclters  read.  Vt)ti  must 
of  necessity  look  on  them  in  one  or  two  import- 
ant and  diftinct  points  of  view.  The  first 
perhaps  tliai  will  naturally  sliike  you  i%,  what 
are  these  lellcrs? — Uo  ttiey  sustain  the  aila- 
^ions  of  the  overt  act  ? — ^Are  they  letters  re- 
quiring Stone  to  inform  the  t  juvrnli  11,  of 
Uiis  coimtry  being  in  such  a  state  as  to  encou- 
rage an  invasion  r  Does  tiiat  paper  support 
this  allegation  ? — God  help  us  !  gentlemen  of 
the  jury  ! — I  know  not  in  what  state  the  pro- 
perty or  life  of  any  man  will  V>e  if  they  arc 
always  to  be  at  the  mercy,  and  to  depend  on 
the  possibility  of  his  explaining  cither  the 
real  or  pretended  circumstances  on  which  he 
cormponds  with  persons  abroad.  The  let* 
tcrs  are  written  apparently  upon  mercantile 
iubjects—he  talks  ot  manuiacturea^  ui  •»  hrm, 
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of  prices  changed,  of  diflfercnt  families,  of  dif- 1 
ferences  among  them,  of  overtures  to  be 
Accepted  of,  of  uispules  hkely  to  be  settled  by 
nwans  of  ooromon  mediation wiiat  is  the 
evidence  on  which  you  can  be  supported  in 
saying  that  niunufactures  mean  treason — thai 
N  icholas  means  the  war  minister  of  France — 
the  sister-in  law  Ireland — that  "  the  firm  has 
been  change*^!,"  means  Dantoo  has  been 
guillotined,  hut  that  makes  no  alteration  in 
the  state  of  the  lioim,  meaninE;  the  circum- 
stances of  the  revuluUoa— 'that  the  chauue  of 
inrieet  and  mamiftctures  means  any  thing 
else  necessary  to  give  consistency  to  the 
charae  of  treason.  Give  me  leave  to  say  tiiat 
this  indicraiis  and  baibarous  eonsequenee 
would  follow  from  a  rule  of  this  sort,  the  idlest 
letter  mi^t  be  strained  to  any  purpose.  The 
simplicity  of  ow  law  is,  that  a  man*8  guilt 
should  be  proved  by  the  evidence  of  witnesses 
on  their  oaths,  which  shall  not  be  supplied  by 
fancy,  nor  elicited  by  the  ingcnuiiy  of  any 
person  making  suggesttons  to  the  wretched 
creilulily  of  a  jury  tiiat  should  be  weak  enough 
to  adopt  tliem.   I  come  now  to  this.  A  letter 

ftroduced  imports  on  the  hot  of  it  ta  be  a 
cltcr  of  businrs«,  ronc^rning  manufactures — 
another  couccnuug  umtly  differences.  In 
which  way  are  thev  to  be  understood  f  I  say 
with  confidence,  better  it  should  be  to  let 
tweuiy  men,  that  might  have  a  criminal  pur- 
pose in  writing  letters  of  this  kind,  escape, 
than  fall  into  the  dreadful  :ilt<  rmtivr  of 
xnakiogjoue  man  a  victim  to  a  charge  of  this 
kind  not  siipporled  bv  such  proof  a»  could 
bring  coavictioQ  to  the  mind  of  a  lalioial 
jurv. 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  stale  to  you 
minutely,  the  rest  of  these  allegations  of  the 
overt  acts.  The  charge  against  the  prisoner 
is  supported,— and  this  is  perhaps  the  clearest 
way  of  calling  your  attention  to  the  evidence, 
— either  by  the  positive  evidence  of  Cockayne 
as  to  tlu-^c  llitis,  or  by  the  wriiien  evidence 
which  stands  also  on  his  testimony  alone. 
Touchini;  actual  consj»iracy  he  said  nothin": 
fiouicbody  was  to  eo  to  i'rance— he  kiiew  not 
for  what— he  ban  an  idea  on  his  ndnd  for 
what  it  was — but  never  from  any  communi- 
cation with  Jacluon.  There  have  been  other 
letters  read  in  evidence.  Two  of  them  con- 
tained duplicates  of  a  sort  of  representation  of 
the  supposed  state  of  Ireland.  Cockayne  says 
that  he  M»t  the  packet  from  Jackson,  that 
he  himself  wrote  the  direction  ;  one,  addres- 
sed to  A  msterdwro,  the  other  to  Hamburgh. 
They  were  read,  and  they  con  turn  assertions, 
whether  true  or  t  ilsc  I  do  not  think  material, 
of  the  stale  of  this  country.  If  material  at 
all,  material  only  m  il»eir  falsehood.  The 
public  are  satisbcd  that  these  ^legations  are 
fil>e. — It  h  known  to  every  man  in  this 
country,  and  must  be  known  with  great  satis> 
faction  by  every  honest  man,  that  it  is  not  in 
Thnt  state  that  could  indu.  c  inv  f,n^  the  most 
adventurous  and  wicked  luiiy  ut  \j\  an  cxpe- 

jdmaiitvpoo  it.  liii  npncMwaiy  for  me  to 


comment  on  the  opinions  contained  ro  that 
paper ;  there  is  a  matter  more  material,  and 
calling  more  loudly  for ^our  attention.  It  is 
stated  to  he  written  with  the  purpose  of  in» 
viting  the  persons  governin^;  in  France  to  try 
a  descent  upon  Ireland.  I  his  paper  is  evi- 
dence to  support  that  charge ;  you  hare  hctld 
it  read. — On  what  public  subject  have  yvM 
ever  heard  six  men  s];)eak  and  all  to  azreef 
Might  not  a  stranger,  in  a  fit  of  despon^ncy, 
imagine  that  an  invasion  might  have  a  f.it.i! 
eiiect  on  this  country  f  It  is  not  impo»i»ibie 
but  if  ten  men  were  to  make  a  landing,  som« 
mischief  might  happen.  Then  again  what  do 
I  mean  to  argue?  Is  it  that  this  letter  beara 
no  marks  of  the  design  imputed  to  it?  No 
sue!)  tliiiii:  It  is  a  letter  that  the  most  inno- 
cent man  might  write,  but  it  is  also  such  a 
one  as  a  guilty  man  might  write,  but  tmlcsa 
there  was  clear  evidence  of  bis  guilt,  be  would 
be  entitled  to  your  verdict  of  acquittal.— 
Though  it  was  not  expressly  avowed,  yet  I 
cannot  help  thinkin|>;  tnat  it  was  meant  to 
lav  some  little  emphasis  on  certain  names 
which  I  have  met  with  in  the  newspapers— I 
am  sure  I  have  met  the  name  of  iaigoelot  m 
the  debates  of  the  convi-ntion — I  have  met 
the  name  of  Home  Tooke  and  Stone  in  the 
English  papers.  I  have  read  that  Horoe 
Tooke  was  trir  1  for  high  treason  and  acquitted. 
That  Stone  made  his  escape  mto  Switzerland. 
I  believe  it  is  said  that  there  is  a  person 
of  that  name  in  confinement  in  England  at 
present.  But  let  me  tell  you,  you  are  not  to 
draw  any  inferences  fiom  circumstances  ef 
this  kind  against  the  nrisoncr.  Let  me  tell 
you  it  is  the  guilt  of  the  roan,  and  not  the 
sound  of  uame^  by  which  his  fate  is  to  be  de- 
cided. 

Other  papers  have  been  read.  One  seems 
to  conluiu  some  form  ot  addresses.  A  letter 
said  to  come  from  Stone  has  been  read  to 
yon.  Tlifj  !rtter  to  Beresford  said  to  he  «Til- 
ten  by  Jackson  has  also  l»ccn  read  to  you.  I 
have  stated  the  material  parts  of  tbeovideMO. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  submit  my  poor  idea 
ot  the  rule  by  which  you  ought  to  be  auided. 
I  see  only  one  remaining  topic  to  troabie  yon 
upon  ;  it  ipprars  to  me  to  be  a  topic  of  the 
uttnost  miportance.  Aod,  gentlemen  it  is 
tins :  Who  b  the  men  tmt  has  been 
mined  to  support  tliis  charge?  uul-  witness, 
I  beseech  you  to  have  that  engraven  on  your 
minds.  The  charge  in  all  its  parts  stands  only 
on  the  evidence  of  Cockayne;  there  is  no 
other  evidence  of  any  conversation,  there  is 
nut  a  aiatenal  letter  read  in  liiis  cas«  that 
does  not  mat  upon  Cockayne's  evidenoe,  and 
that  I  am  warranted  in  tliis  assertion  you  will 
see  to  a  demonstration  whcu  1  remmd  the 
Court  that  he  was  the  only  witness  a«  I  vx  o\- 
Icct  called  to  prove  the  hand-wrtling  of  Jack- 
ton.  On  his  testimony  alone  must  depend 
the  hct  of  their  bttng  h»  hand-writing  ef 
the  innuendos  imputed  to  them  OT  tbOpMT* 
pose  with  which  they  were  sent 
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UMpasMd  td  loD^  en  your  mitienee.— ^tt  is  a 

narrow  mse. — It  is  a  case  of  a  inan  r  harj^'d 
wiiii  the  highest  and  most  penal  oiieace  known 
bf  our  law,  and  charged  by  one  tritnen  only. 
An  1  let  mc  ask,  who  that  witness  is?  a  n»aa 
Stating  that  he  comes  from  another  country, 
armedi  with  a  pardon  livr  treasons  eommittea 
in  Ireland,  but  not  in  England  whence  he 
comes.  What  I  were  you  never  on  a  jury  be- 
fore? Did  you  ever  bear  of  a  man  forfeiting 
Im  life  on  the  unsupported  evidence  of  a  single 
witness,  and  he  an  arromplirr  by  his  own 
COnfcs^sion.    W  iial  !   luh  chaiucter  made  the 

aubjcct  ot  testimony  and  support !  take  his 
own  vilc  evidence  for  his  character.    He  was 
the  foul  traitor  ot  his  own  client.    What  do 
yma  think  now  of  his  character  f  He  was  a 
spy  tT|>on  his  friend.  He  was  the  man  that 
^leicied  to  the  tie  of  three  oaths  of  allegiance, 
to  waleh  the  steps  of  his  client  for  ttie  bribe 
of  government,  with  a  pardon  for  the  trea- 
sons he  mtg;bt  commit ;  and  he  had  impressed 
«n  bis  miira  the  conviction  that  he  was  liable 
to  be  execufcti  as  u  traitor. — Was  he  aware 
of  his  crime  ?  his  pardon  speaks  it.  Was 
be  aware  of  the  turpitude  of  his  charac- 
ter? he  came  with  the  cure, — he  brought 
his  witness  in  his  pocket.   To  what  ?  To 
do  away  an  offence  which   he   did  not 
iwnture  to  deny;  that  he  had  incautiously 
8wr>fn  that  which  was  false  in  fact,  tliough 
tiie  lury  did  not  choose  to  give  it  the  name  of 
wiluil  and  corrupt  perjury.  Gradous  God  ! 
Is  it  then  on  the  evidence  of  a  man  of  this 
kind,  with  his  pardon  in  his  pocket,  and  his 
iiffibe— not  yet  in  his  pocket— that  you  can 
venttire  to  convict  Uit  pr;  oner?   He  was  to 
be  taken  care  of.  Uow  &o  ?    Jackson  owed 
him  s  debt  **  I  was  to  do  the  bonounble 
business  of  a  spy  and  informer,  and  to  be  paid 
iar  it  in  the  common  way,  it  was  common 
mereMt  work — treason  and  conspiracy,  I  was 
to  1 1*  paid  for  it  hy  the  sheet."    Do  vou  find 
men  doing  these  things  in  common  life  f — I 
hnve  now  stated  the  circumstances  by  which, 
in  ray  opinion,  the  eit^t  of  Cockayne  ought 
to  he  reduced  to  nolhins;  in  yotircye«    But  I 
do  not  rest  here.    Papers  were  found  m  the 
chamber  of  Mr.  Jackson  —the  door  was  open, 
and  hy-ihc-ly,  that  carelessness  was  not  evi- 
dence ot  any  conscious  guilt — the  papers 
were  seized  ;  that  there  were  some  belonging 
to  Jackson  is  clear,  because  he  cxpres^^ca  an 
anxiety  about  some  tliat  are  confessed  not  to 
have  any  reUttion  to  the  subject  of  this  day's 
trial.    I  asked  Cockayne  if  he  had  any  papers 
in  Jackson's  room  the  night  before  he  was 
aivested— he  said  not  I  asked  him  if  he  had 
told  any  person  that  he  had — he  said  not. 
Gentlemen,  the  only  witness  I  shall  call,  will 
be  one  to  show  you  that  lie  has  in  that  sworn 
iklscly.   And  let  me  here  make  one  observa- 
tion to  yott,  the  strength  and  good  sense  of 
which  has  been  repeated  an  hundred  times, 
and  therefore,  rests  on  better  authority  than 
mine    Wtifre  a  witness  swears  glibly  to  a 
Aujuticr  ot  cireumstanceS}  where  it  is  ixupossi* 


ble  to  produce  contradictory  ptoof,  and  is 
found  to  fail  in  one,  it  shnll  overthrow  all  the 
others.  And  see  how  strongly  the  obsenra- 
tion  applies  here— he  swore  to  a  conversatioii- 
with  Jackson  as  to  what  he  said  and  did,  well 
luiowiog  that  Jackson  could  not  he  a  witness 
to  disprove  that,  unless  the  good  sense  of  the 
jury  snould  sa%*f  his  life,  an  1  rnnhle  him  to 
become  in  his  turn  a  prosecutor  for  the  per- 
jury.  If  on  a  pointof  thb  kind  this  man  snail 
be  found  to  have  forsworn  himself,  it  cannot 
occasion  any  other  sentiment  but  this,  that  if 
you  have  felt  yourselves  disposed  to  g^ve  any 
thing  like  cremt  to  his  evidence  where  he  has 
sworn  to  facts  whi(  ii  hi;  must  have  known,  it 
is  the  key  stone  ol  the  .irch  in  hh»  testimony^ 
and  if  you  can  pluck  it  from  its  place,  the  re- 
mai  ndcr  of  the  pile  will  fall  in  ruins  about  hit 
head. 

I  will  produce  tiiat  witness  but  before  I 

sit  down,  permit  mc,  ^ntlemen  of  the  jury, 
to  remind  you,  that  if  every  word  which 
Cockayne  has  here  sworn  were  sirom  in  West- 
minster-hall,  the  judges,  would  immrdintrfy 
have  said — there  is  not  any  thing  for  the  jury 
to  decide  upon ;  tiie  evidence  of  incitement 
rests  on  him  alone,  there  is  no  second  wit- 
ness ;  so  does  the  transaction  of  the  letters ; 
for  De  Joncourt's  testimony  could  not  have 
satisied  the  statute ;  it  was  not  evidence  to 
the  same  overt  act  as  aftecting;  Jackson  per- 
sonally, nor  was  it  evidence  of  an^  distinct 
overt  act,  it  was  merely  that  species  of  evi- 
dence, the  abuse  of  whicli  had  been  the  cause 
of  introducing  the  slaiule  of  WUlum ;  a  mere 
coUateml  concomitant  evidence.  The  overt 

nrt  wn^  writinr;  nnd  puttin;:  into  the  po«t- 
othce,  tliat  was  sworn  to  by  Cockayne,  and  if 
he  deserved  credit,  would  n>  so  far  as  to  prove 
tlic  fact  by  one  witness.   Ser  v.  lial  the  idea 
of  the  statute  is ;  it  is  that  it  wu&t  be  an  overt 
act  brought  home  to  the  prisoner  by  each  of 
the  two  witnesses  swcarinj:  to  it.    If  De  Jon- 
court's evidence  stood  single,  it  could  not  have 
brought  any  thing  home  to  Jackson.  Cock- 
ayne swore  the  superscription  was  his  writing ; 
he  put  the  letters  into  the  office.   De  Joo- 
court  &aid  nothing  but  that  he  found  in  the 
office  a  letter  which  he  produced,  and  which 
Cockayne  said  was  the  one  he  had  put  into  it. 
This  observation  appears  to  collect  additional 
streof^  from  this  circumstance.   Why  did 
they  not  produce  Tone  ?  It  is  said  they  could 
not.   I  say  they  could.   It  Mras  as  easy  to 
pardon  him  as  to  pardon  Cockayne.  But 
whether  he  was  guilty  or  not  is  no  objection. 
Shall  it  be  said  that  the  areument  turns  about 
and  aflects  Jaekson  as  mata  as  it  does  the  pro> 
sccutor '  I  think  certainly  not.   Jackson,  I 
beUeve  it  has  appeared  in  the  course  of  the 
evidenoe  and  is  matter  of  judicial  knowledge 
to  the  Court,  has  lain  in  prison  for  twelve 
months  past,  from  the  moment  of  his  arrest  to 
the  moment  of  his  trial.  If  he  is  conscioaa 
that  the  charge  is  false,  it  is  impossible  for 
him  to  prove  tnat  falsehood  ;  he  was  so  cir- 
cums lanced  as  thai  he  cuuid  not  procure  the 
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sUendancc  of  witnesses;  a  strin-cr  in  the 
country,  be  could  not  tell  wiielUcr  some  of 
the  persons  named  were  in  esistence  or  not. 
I  have  before  apologized  to  you  for  trespassing 
upon  your  patience,  and  1  have  aeain  tres* 
passed— let  me  not  repeat  it.  I  shall  only 
take  the  liberty  of  rerainduig  ^ou,  that  if  yuu 
have  any  doubt, — in  a  criminal  case  doubt 
should  be  acquittal, — that  you  are  trying  a 
case,  which  if  tried  in  England  would  preclude 
the  jury  from  iltp  possibility  of  finding  a  ver- 
dict ot  condcmodtion;  it  is  for  you  to  put  it 
into  the  power  of  mankind  to  ssy,  that  that 
which  should  pass  hamdcssly  over  the  head 
of  a  man  in  Great  iiritain  i>hall  blast  Imu  here; 
•—whether  life  is  more  valuable  in  that  coun- 
try than  iu  this,  or  whether  a  verdict  may 
more  easily  be  obtained  here  in  a  case  tending 
to  establish  pains  and  penalties  of  this  severe 
aalufe. 

[Willi  im  Humphrys  was  then  called  several 
limes  for  the  prisoner,  but  did  nutattend.] 

Mr.  Pontonby. — Mr.  Curran  has  gone  so 
fully  into  the  case  as  to  leave  vcrv  little  fur  me 
to  say  upon  the  subject.  Gentumen  of  the 
Jury,  thu  Court  will,  I  am  «urp,  hW  yon  thai 
the  laws  of  Engiaud  and  IrcJand  know  no 
3irj  :;le  authority  so  great  as  that  of  Mr  Edward 
Coke.  I  am  not  afrairl  to  be  contradicted, 
when  I  say,  that  in  point  ot  iearniog,  practice, 
etperience  and  reputation,  as  a  Uwyor,  no  nnn 
has  ari'^PM  m  tiiese  countries  whose  nuthority 
holds  an  equal  place  with  his;  and  he  lays 
down  the  common  hm  to  be,  that  no  man 
can  be  convi.  ted  of  high  trcasor  but  on  the 
evidence  of  two  witnesses.  I  do  freely  admit 
that  later  lawyers  ha^re  held  this  doctrine  to  be 
erroneous,  and  that  in  truth  the  common  law 
is,  tliat  on  the  evidence  of  a  single  witness  a 
man  may  be  convicted  of  high  treason,  I 
admit  tMt  sir  Michael  Foster  and  Serjeant 
Hawkin?  say  so.  I  admit  Foster  an  auUiO> 
rity,  but  I  do  not  admit  Hawkins  an  autbo- 
rily.  But  I  do  not  admit  them  or  any  other 
man  so  great  an  authority  as  lortl  Coke — and 
he  expressly  lays  it  down,  tliat  on  the  evidence 
of  one  man  only  shall  no  person  be  convicted 
of  high  treason.  I  am  ready  to  road  the 
words  of  l-ostcr :  he  says,  page  j(S3.  Srd 
ediUeci.  <*  It  hath  been  generally  atreed,  and 
I  think  upon  jtisl  grounds  (thou«^h  lord  Coke 
hath  advanced  a  contrary  doctrmc)  that  at 
common  law  one  witness  was  sufBcient  in  the 
ca»e  o(  treason,  as  well  as  in  every  other 
capital  case."  No  man  will  deny  that  Coke 
stands  higher  tliau  any  uititr  lawyer,  axid  no 
man  will  deny  that  that  dtflereace  sebeisled 
between  him  and  those  men.  But  what- 
soever may  be  the  omnion  of  Foster,  who 
wrote  io  the  reign  or  Geo^  Snd,  he  was 
givint:  hx'^  r  rininn  on  a  rase  perfectly  out  of 
the  way  at  that  time— on  a  case  on  which  it 
was  totallf  wneeessary  for  hun  to  give  an 
opinion  on  a  case  which  had  not  nor  <  ould 
iave  been  ibrawo  utto  controversy  for  ei^htv 
years  bcfive;  because  that  ear^  la  the  rciga 


of  king  William  there  passed  an  ict  for  the 
regulation  of  trials  in  high  treason.  This  wu 
an  act  dedamtory  of  the  common  law  as  waa 

the  statute  of  Edwar  d  ;3r  1 ;  for  no  lawyer  will 
say,  that  the  statute  of  treasons,  the  best 
statute  in  our  statute  books,  is  any  thing  else 
than  declaratory  of  the  common  law  of  Eng^ 
land.  Lord  Coke  says  expressly  that  one 
witness  was  not  btitlicicnt ;  others  have  difc 
fercd  from  him ;  but  the  statute  of  Wittiam  SnI 
put  the  question  out  of  di>pute  for  thr  fHtiir<«», 
because  it  enacts  that  no  man  be  convicted  of 
high  treason,  but  on  the  oaths  of  two  credible 
witnesses.  Whatever  might  have  been  th? 
opinion  of  lawyers  before,  it  is  clear  that  frona 
the  time  of  passing  that  statute,  the  ((oestioii 
was  put  uut  of  dotdit,  brr.i.i-r  t^vn  Tvitne"^?r? 
are  now  expressly  required,  rhcrt^fore,  when 
Foster  wrote  that  book,  he  was  giving  an  opt> 
nion  rather  as  an  anti(piary  than  a  lawyer,  be- 
cause he  was  eaamioiug  a  aulnect  whicb 
ooold  not  come  into  discussion  so  long  as  the 
statute  of  William  Srd  remained.  If  the  legt»> 
lature  had  not  conceived  lord  Coke  right  in 
his  idea  of  the  conunuu  law,  why  should  thev 
have  thought  it  ne<«saaiy  to  pass  that  actr 
I  either  they  held  that  no  man  rouhl  he  coo- 
!  victed  without  the  testitnony  of  two  witnc&sea, 
I  or  they  thought  proper  to  enact  it  for  the  first 
:  time.  They  could  have  but  this  reason  for  it ; 
I  that  if  the  law  was  not  so,  it  ought  to  be  so. 
I  CkKkayne  is  the  only  witness  that  has  sf^ 
'  peared  to  you  in  this  case,  for  as  to  the  others 
I  they  have  been  mcrelv  examined  to  the  find- 
I  ing  ot  paperti  here,  delivering  letters  thera,  or 
somctliin:^  of  that  sort.  N  one  of  ihcm  were 
examined  to  prove  any  criminal  charge  what* 
ever  against  Jackson.  The  written  letters  ere 
proved  only  by  Cockayne,  the  ronversiitions 
are  proved  only  by  Cockayne,  in  short  the 
alleeed  treason  in  this  case  is  proved  only  b^ 
Cockayne.  And,  gentlemen  of  the  jrn?,  rt 
demands  serious  con<5idcnilion  onyottrpwt, 
wheUier  even  supposing  the  law  ul  Ireland  to 
be  such  as  that  a  man  may  be  convicted  on 
the  evidence  of  n  it  -li  witness,  Cockayne  be 
such  a  one  a^  will  ju!>til^  you  in  finding  a  ver- 
dict of  conviction  on  his  testimony.  By  the 
law  of  }',n(^l  itid  there  must  be  i  I'hrr  two  wit- 
nesses to  the  same  overt  act,  or  one  of  them 
to  one,  and  anether  to  another  overt  act  of  the 
'  same  treason ;  but  if  there  be  two  di>thict 
treasons  of  divers  kinds  io  one  bill  of  indici- 
ment,  one  whnesa  to  ene,  and  anothef  t> 
another  of  the  said  treasons  would  not  he  suf- 
ficient within  the  act  How  is  the  trea&au 
alleged  here  ?  There  arc  two  species  charged, 
eompasBing  the  king's  death  and  adhering  to 
bis  enemies.  Do  they  produce  two  witnesses 
to  any  one  overt  act,  as  the  law  oi  England 
nqoifesf  No.  But  they  allege  two  distinct 
treasons,  and  produce  but  one  wilncis  to  prove 
both:  in  England  you  roast  have  two  wii- 
neesea  to  OM  specks  of  trawMi,  heee  it  aeems, 

the  re  needs  but      witiMia  to  t«to  speeito  ef 

treason. 

Doea  Cockayne  appear  to  yoa  in  wttk  ft 
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li^ht  as  to  justify  you  in  your  consciences  to 
take  uway  a  man's  life  on  the  credit  ot  his 
evidence  ?  See  the  account  he  gives  of  hnD> 
self,  he  said  he  thjught  .Tarkson  had  some 
intention  uf  scudmg  to  Uk:  enemy  some  arti^- 
des  that  were  prohibited,  and  he  came  here 
to  prevent  him.   Was  it  necessary  to  prevent 
Jacksoa  from  sending  goods  from  Ireland, 
that  be  Bhould  be  altowed  to  come  hither, 
instead  of  iH-ing;  stopi  in  Kn<?1and  ?  Was  there 
no  other  way  of  doing  that  Imt  by  bis  coming 
with  him  to  Ireland?  Beeause,  if  he  said 
truly,  he  thought  that  the  best  way  to  pre- 
vent Jackson's  sending  goods  from  hence, 
was  to  let  him  come  hither. — But  it  is  plain 
from  his  own  swearing  that  that  could  not  be 
bis  ohject.    It  iniiil  have  been  to  fi)r\vard  liim 
in  the  Lwcculiua  of  his  criminal  iuteutiuns  in  | 
order  to  betray  him,  and  theD  to  be  rewarded 
for  his  treachery.    I  know  not  in  \v}nt  ht;hl 
to  look  on  Luckaync.    Shall  i  call  iuni  v%hut 
the  law  calls  an  approver,  was  he  in  his  se> 
crcts?    Did  he  join  him?    Did  he  aftcruMrds 
betray  him  i   If  so^  tlie  old  maxim  of  our  law 
was  tnat  no  man  for  any  crime  could  be  con- 
vict td  on  tVif  cvidcnre  of  buch  a  person.  I 
aliow  that  later  practice  has  departed  horn 
that  rule,  and  thai  the  evidence  of  ui  approver 
which  was  formerly  driven  from  the  bar  is 
now  received.    But  of  all  the  evidence  known 
it  is  not  only  the  most  odious  but  the  weakest, 
and  no  judge  ever  trica  such  a  case,  who  does 
not  tell  the  jury  so.    Now,  in  what  light  docs 
Cockavnc  stand  ?  if  he  is  to  be  believed,  he 
m&st  have  known  Jackson's  prtgectS:  in  in- 
tf  Titiuu  he  niu-t  have  been  as  criminal  as 
Jackson— and  tins  for  the  purpose  of  betray- 
ing his  con6dence,  and  being  rewarded  for  it ; 
for  this  purpose  he  bccouirs  an  approver 
against  the  man  with  whom  he  had  been  en- 
nged;  and  this  man  was  the  only  witness; 
M  there  were  criminaJ  p1ol>  rxistinp:,  why  not 
examine  otliers?   W  hy  not  examine  Tone  or 
X^wins?  It  was  as  easy  to  pardon  them  as 
Cockayne:  if  their  story  was  true,  why  did 
they  rc^t  the  credit  of  it  on  Cockayne,  w  hen 
they  might  have  had  other  witnesses  ? — and 
then,  they  might  have  had  nut  only  more, 
but  better  evidence — then  they  might  have 
had  the  evidence  of  men,  though  equally  cri« 
niinal,  vet  not  equally  disgraceful— of  men 
who  had  not  np.in  their  oatfis,  and  before  the 

acs  of  llie  jury,  hctij  bd'^c  tuougii  to  bctrav 
eir  fellow  traitor;  they  might  have  had  evK 
dence  on  wh.idi  the  jury  might  have  rested; 
m  pardon  would  have  made  tliem  competent 
— their  conduct  would  have  cleared  them 
from  the  bu<^iness — can  you  tliit^k  that  they 
would  have  brought  tliis  case  forward,  sup- 
ported by  such  a  witness  as  Cockayne  alone, 
if  they  could  have  venture  1  lu  prudiice  the 
rest?  if  their  story  was  true,  they  would  cither 
bave  prosecuted  the  rest  for  treason,  or  have 
pardoned  them  in  order  to  produce  them  here. 

Cockayne  tells  yoa  that  when  the  letters 
were  put  into  the  uosl-oliice,  they  were  not 
'^^      '      ^10  be  leat  abroad;  tiwy  were 


never  to  go  out  of  the  country,  for  he  lumself 
knew  they  would  be  stopt ;  yet  the  mUict- 
ment  avers  that  they  were  intended  to  be 
sent  out  of  the  country,  and  were  delivered  at 
the  pust-ofTice  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  difficult  indeed  to  lay  much  stress  on 
the  evidence  of  Cockayne — his  memory  was 
singularly  bad — he  was  present  at  many 
mectings—at  varioua  eonversalioos— yet,  he 
could  remember  nothing — he  understood — 
be  thoueht^he  believcf^— but  he  could  not 
swear.-^hat  was  the  fact  ?  Was  it  that  he 
was  present  at  these  mectiHgs,  these  conver- 
sations, and  yet  did  not  remember  themf 
No^the  object  of  this  hesitation,  this  pre- 
tended delicacy,  was,  that  when  he  should 
come  to  llic  material  parts  of  the  case,  thry 
might  so  tax  work  on  your  minds  as  to  in- 
duce you  to  eive  credit  to  him.^Do  you 
tliink  lie  woulcl  not  h^vo  sworn  to  hang  Jack- 
son, it  he  thought  it  uiaicn^l  lu  gel  lus  mo- 
ney from  Mr.  Pitt.' — No  reward  "did  he  re- 
quire— no  reward  did  he  ask.  but  only  [he 
amount  of  a  debt  due  to  him  by  the  prisoner 
•»that  was  all  he  expected— aUhe  desired  to 
receive.  Xow.  can  you  imagine  that  he 
would  have  hesitated  Imt  from  an  affected 
delicacy,  that  he  m%ht  reserve  hhnseU'  6r 
what  he  thought  the  most  impoitaal  parts  eC 
the  case? 

The  character  of  Cockayne  has  been  sup. 
l>ortcil  by  a  witness— the  character  of  CoeK* 
avnc  has  been  given  by  himself— he  was 
shocked  at  the  base  idea  of  being  accused  of 
perjury;  he  was  happy  in  declarmg  that  he 
thought  that  a  greater  reproach  llian  to  have 
led  his  friend  into  a  crime — the  greatest  crime 
he  could  commit — and  to  have  betrayed  1dm 
when  he  had  done  so.  What  a  witness  I  who 
glowed  with  mdignation  at  the  imputation  of 
perjury— and  gloried  in  murder— Ibr  it  was 
positive  murder,  if  he  Itnrwthe  man  iii,  anl 
to  do  this,  to  encourage  him  in  it,  to  support 
him  in  i^  and  then  to  betray  him.  Do  you 
feci  such  a  man  as  this,  a  witness  on  uhose 
testimony  you  ought  to  take  away  the  iitic  of 
a  fellow  creature  f  In  England,  had  he  been 
a  witness  in  such  a  case  as  this,  he  must  have 
been  sent  off  the  table,  and  the  jury  must 
have  been  discharged ;  but  by  crossing  the 
sea,  he  is  to  become  a  good  witness;  and  he 
can  take  away  the  litV  of  \  man  in  Ireland, 
tiiou^h  in  England  he  could  not  touch  a  hair 
of  his  head.  If  the  Court  shall  be  against 
me  and  "-fiy  that  one  witne«5«5  is  snfTtr  T 
subnut:  but  1  say  to  you,  gentlemen  ul  the 
jury,  examine  your  hearts  well,  and  say,  will 
you  he  satisfied  on  the  evidence  of  .siu  h  a 
Witness,  to  lake  away  the  life  of  any  man  i 

Earl  of  Clmmel/.— Yon  have  beard  what 
has  h(  en  sai  l  hy  your  counsel;  would  you 
wish  to  add  atiy  thing  to  what  they  have  -^aid  * 

Mr.  Jaekton. — My  lord,  I  wish  to  consult 
my  counsel  wbeiher  it  would  be  proper. 

[After  some  conference  with  hu  cotm^d,  Mr. 
Jackson  nid  he  wwild  not  tiouUe  the 
Court.] 


t 

863]       S$  G£OaG£  lU.  Triat  qfthe  Rev,  William  Jachon  im 


BBPLT. 

Mr.  Prime  Serjeant. — My  lords,  and  gen- 
tlemen of  ihe  Jtirj*-, — I  do  nol  know  tliat  I 
ever  iii  my  lite  rose  willi  more  anxiety  to  dis- 
charge that  duly  which  I  uw  u  to  the  public — 
an  anxiety  lest  I  shuuhl  leave  any  thin;  un- 
done, which  that  duty  demandtd,  utul  an 
anxiety,  lest  ia  the  discbarge  of  tliat  duty  I 
should  transgress  those  limits  which  the  hu- 
manity and  conscience  of  an  advocate  pre- 
scribe to  him,  when  he  speaks  in  a  case, 
where  tlie  Hfe  of  a  parly  is  at  stake.  Thcrc- 
ibre  I  coEUure  you,  gentlcmeA,  to  discharge 
your  rninos  from  every  thine  you  may  have 
heard  before  this  day,  iipuii  ihc  hubject  of  the 
trial— Irom  every  impression,  whidi  Uie  men- 
tion of  such  a  crime  may  have  occasioned, 
and  that  yon  will  listen  to  the  Court,  who  are 
bound  to  declare  the  law  as  you  are  to  decide 
the  fact,  and  taice  from  their  opinion  what  the 
law  is.  I  have  heard  this  subject  treated  for 
two  hours  past  as  if  this  triaiwere  in  Great 
Britain,  and  that  you  were  called  upon,  not 
to  decide  the  case  upon  law  existing  in  this 
country  wIkto  the  trial  is  had,  but  as  if  it 
were  had  in  the  sister  kingdom.  To  borrow 
an  exoreaaon  from  the  witness,  I  should  feel 
this  tnc  severest  day  I  ever  experienced,  if 
that  were  to  be  the  ca^c :  or  that  I  could  brinf' 
myself  to  suspect  that  such  language  woulS 
be  used,  because  I  should  be  controlled  by 
those  having  power  so  to  do.  There  is  no- 
thing clearer,  than  that,  by  the  law  of  Ireland, 
one  witness  bi^licved  is  sufficient  to  convict, 
and  I  conjure  your  lordships  with  tlte  utmost 
eameslness,  if  I  am  wrone  in  the  law,  that 
you  v  ill  correct  nic.  It  will  become  my  duty 
|o  state  Uie  evidence,  and,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Court,  those  facts,  upon  which  you, 
gentlemen,  are  to  form  your  judgment. 

The  prisoner  stands  indicted  for  two  dis- 
tinct species  of  high  treason:  lirsi,  for  com- 
passing and  imagining  the  death  of  the  king : 
nf  xt,  for  adhering  to  the  king's  enemies;  and 
that  I  mav  not,  by  any  possibility,  be  guilty 
nfniialMdin<;  your  judgments,  I  shall  refer  in 
the  crwr^c  oi  the  obsrrvaiions  I  shall  make, 
to  tliat  which  i^  acknowledged  to  be  the  first 
aiithorily .  The  cases  of  compassing  the  death 
of  the  king,  or  adhering  to  his  enen)i(  ?,  arc 
the  only  instances  in  the  law,  where  the  will 
and  intention,  prosecuted  by  an  act,  whether 
successful  or  net,  aro  equivalent  to  the  deed. 
The  moment  Uie  wicked  intention  of  com- 
passing the  death  of  the  king,  or  adhering  to 
Ills  cut  inies  is  followed  by  an  act,  which  you 
shall  believe  to  have  been  in  prosecution  of 
those  schemes,  ihc  guilt  is  complete:  Uie 
measure  of  the  iniquity  of  the  party  is  full. 
Wherefore  for  the  advanlaire  of  the  prisoner, 
for  the  charge  is  strong  against  hun,  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  the  uuUctment  upon  which  he 
W3S  nrra;;jne(l,  should  state  all  tho'ic  speciBc 
lacis  from  which  the  mtention  is  to  be  drawn ; 
for,  tsan  overt  act  of  thtiintention,  no  evidence 
can  be  gifeoy  thai  it  aol  itatod  mwificiUy  bj 


the  indictment;  and  no  evidence  can  be  given, 
that  is  not  evidence  of  the  act  laid.  You  will 
see,  gentlemen,  the  advantage  which  the  prt- 
sosK  r  derives  from  this;  bcft^re  he  is  put  to 
l<lt.<t(i,  lie  is  apprized  of  every  thing  alleged 
against  him;  directly  the  contrary  of  that 
which  orctirs  in  any  other  criminal  |>rosecti- 
tion.  The  use  I  make  of  that  is,  tiial  you 
may  see  whether  there  has  been  an^  use 
made  by  the  prisoner  of  the  notice  which  Jw 
had  of  the  charge  broi^ht  agiaia&t^im. 

Having  thus  stated  what  I  conceive  to  b« 
the  law  with  the  utmost  scrupulousnes'<,  let 
me  state  the  overt  acts,  and  see  whether  jfou 
are  satbfied  upon  them.  The  only  questions 
for  you,  genlicrncn,  arc,  whether  the  facts 
f  alleged  were  done  by  the  prisoner?  and  2dly, 
if  done,  whether  tney  relate  to  the  charge 
brought  against  him.    I  should  be  much 
better  pleased,  I  declare  most  solemnly,  that 
I  did  not  think  there  was  evidence  to  support 
any  of  the  overt  aets  laid  in  thb  indictment, 
and  that  I  am  sorrv  to  say,  there  is  evidence 
for  your  coiisidcraiiou  upon  every  one  o( 
them.  You,  gentlemen,  will  weigh  it  with 
every  possible  atleotion^  the  life  of  a  fellow 
creature  being  at  stake.    Mr.  Cockayne  u  Uic 
principal,  but  not  the  only  witness  in  support 
i  f"  the  overt  acts.     Nothing  can  make  so 
stroug  an  impression  upon  the  mind  of  » 
jury  as  the  manner,  the  air,  and  temper  witb 
which  tr  timony  is  given.   Tfu  raunscl  for 
the  prisoner  endeav(Hired  to  take  advanUjge  of 
that  distress  tmder  which  the  witness  larair- 
ed,  as  if  he  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  inter- 
fere tor  the  purpose  of  takiftt  away  the  lifis 
of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar.  Tne  witness  nid, 
that  this  day  he  felt  as  the  most  severe  be 
had  ever  experienced — that  his  mind  had 
l>een  shaken  for  some  time  past,  and  vou, 
gentlemen,  saw  the  attempt  which  was  made 
to  represent  this  evidence  as  the  clfect  of 
inlimidaliou  and  power.   But  no  such  tbin^ 
appeared.  He  was  threatened  wUfa  ennlinn- 
mcnt;  that  was,  for  not  signing  his  examina- 
tion after  tie  had  made  it. — Ue  toki  you,  be 
was  acquitted  upon  the  cha^  of  perjiffy. — 
This  is  farther  supported  by  evidence. — He 
declined  to  make  an^  objections  in  point  of 
law,  and  he  was  questioned  as  to  the  cimww 
sation  with  Nailor,  who  is  not  produced  to 
contradict  what  the  witness  said.    In  this 
light  Mr.  Codoiyne  cane  forward,  ai^  though 
he  could  not  take  upon  him  to  tell  with  what 
intention,  Jackson  came  to  Ireland,  positive^jr; 
— the  overt  act  laid  with  regard  to  Irdaad 
that  he  came  to  procure  an  invasion.   But  if 
you  believe  the  evidence  of  Cockayne,  see  the 
conduct  of  Jackson  upon  his  coming  here,  and 
see  from  that»  whether  his  coming  was  not 
for  the  purpose  imputed  to  hiiu.   The  witness 
tells  you,  that  upon  their  hrsl  coiuiag  to  Ire- 
land, the  first  conversation  arose  upon  the 
politics  of  Ireland,  and  the  di'«s.itist:(rr:'  n  r*" 
part  of  the  people  in  Ireland,    lie  saiU  itMi  a 
person  of  tne  iiaoie  of  Lcwins  ■oUriHd  ci»- 
dentials  to  show  Hamilton  Bowing  t»  ^fsit 
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him  a  confidence  in  holding  comimniicatioiit 

wilh  the  pri-'oncr.  The  ivitness  toW  you, 
that  Jack»un  cxprci^scd  his  conccru  at  having 
men  Mine  of  the  pepersfor  this  purpose,  and 
He  wished  to  haTe  them  hack  again,  I  r 
would  not  Inut  tliem  in  the  hands  of  others, 
tf  be  bad  tbem  beck.  He  told  you  that  there 
was  a  meeting  at  Rowan's: — he  saw  u  rclalive 
of  Rowan's  there,  who  went  away,  atter  which 
Iriah  politics,  and  the  United  Irishmen  were 
the  sul^ects  of  conversation.  I  say,  gentle- 
men, and  I  am  sorry  for  it,  that  there  is  not 
a  single  overt  uct  in  support  of  which  there  is 
not  evidence  Ibr  the  eonsideration  of  a  jury. 

He  "^aitl  tf'.err  'vt-rr  ronvrr^ations  about  Send- 
ing some  one  to  1  mocc,  una  that  Tone  agreed 
to  go  at  one  time,  but  receded  at  another. 
He  talked  also  of  l>r.  Reynolds,  and  also  of 
the  propriety  and  impropriety  of  giving  them 
iniltaeiionai  Ihet  the  pciioBer  «d  not  ap- 
prove so  BHich  of  RqfDoldi^  h  he  dUl  of 
Tone— 

£Herc  Mr.  Prime  Serjeant  was  interniplcd  by 
the  prisoner's  counsel,  who  said  they  had 
BOW  a  witness  of  the  name  of  Watson  to 
impeach  the  character  of  Cockayne.] 

Mr.  Solicitor  General. —  My  lords,  in  the 
absence  of  Uie  Attorney  Ueneral,*  it  is  my 
duly  to  resist  the  examinaitioii  of  this  witness. 
I  cannot  suhmit  to  such  a  precedrnt  being 
cstabiifrbcd,  and  the  more  so  as  every  pro- 
ceeding in  this  trial,  and  the  solemnity,  will 
form  a  prcceilent  for  fiiliire  cases.  Tlic  wit- 
ness they  called  to  the  fact  alleged,  wiicn 
they  had  stated  their  case  for  the  prisoner, 
tras  William  Humphries,  who  being  called 
did  not  answer,  and  then  they  had  jtist  learned 
that  he  was  gone  to  the  Isle  of  Man.  They 
did  not  call  any  other  person — nor  did  they 
aay  thnt  they  had  any  witness  of  the  name  of 
Watson,  winch  shows  this  attempt  to  be  an 
•Aer* thought-^  thought  fahrteated  after  the 
cotm^c:!  fur  thr  pri'^uiicr  liad  spoken  to  evi- 
dence, aud  whilst  tiie  counsel  lor  the  Crown 
were  proceeding  in  reply.  Wbitever  may  be 
the  humane  disposition  of  the  ronrl,  I  trust 
that  thev  will  not  dispense  with  that  rule  and 
order  of  proceeding  which  the  wisdom  of 
TOur  venerable  predecessors  the  judges  of 
England  and  Ireland  have  made  part  of  the 
iaw,  wiselv  rcgulatfid  for  the  investigation  of 
•tnith,  ana  m  deimrture  from  whicli,  under 
•Dch  circumstance*!,  would  lead  to  coniusion. 
Buy  be  introductory  et  perjury,  and  subver- 
dKpe  of  truth. 

Earl  of  Cionmr'J. — T  confess  I  think  it  is 
cstremely  irregular,  and  I  teU  vou  why.  See 
wtaat  Mr.  Ciirf«n,vrlio  stated  tfie  case,  said^ 
**  Th*  only  evidence  I  shall  produce  will  be 
a  witness  to  contradict  Cockayne" — that  witp 
Bess  did  not  attend.  However,  where  the  life 
«fftaMniiitoboa£bcled^l  wiU  go  asiitt  as 

•  Mr.  Attorney  General  had  retired  to  take 
.MHMC  refreshment,  it  being  at  this  time  near 
two  o'clock  on  f  lidM  motmug^mJOriM,  JkL 


I  cm  ia  yUUiog  to  his  desire,  even  against 
what  T  conceive  to  be  the  rule,  particularly  aa 
my  brothers  are  disposed  to  grant  the  inaul* 
gence. 

Mr  Cvrrtm. — My  lord,  1  feel  that  it  would 
not  be  a  stretch  of  the  rule  to  say,  "  Sir,  you 
are  precluded  from  givmg  farther  evideore.* 
But  I  proposed  to  <  the  witness  from  a  con- 
viction that  I  should  not  do  my  duty  without 
proposing  to  call  him  when  it  was  meattooed 
tome. 

/eAn  Wia9M  sworn.-**— Btmnned  by  Mr* 

Curran. 

Do  you  know  John  Corknynr?  — T  havO 
seen  Mr.  Cockayne  tiie  aiiorney  ot  London. 

Do  you  know  him     I  do ;  I  see  hire  now. 

Did  you  know  him  iti  Ix)ndon? — T  did,  hy 
bis  character,  for  near  two  years,  while  I  was 
a  licensed  lotleiy  man  there. 

Vou  knewhischancter?— I  have  heaidhia 
character. 

Was  it  a  good  one  or  a  bad  one  ? — I  knew 
his  character  in  bis  profcsuoB  as  an  attorney 
not  his  private  character  as  a  man. 

Mr.  Justice  Downes. — That  might  go  to  bis 
being  a  good  or  a  bad  attorney. 

Do  you  know  his  general  character}— I  do 
as  to  las  practice. 

Do  you  mean  as  to  hb  moralil^  and  into* 
grity  > — rhere  wai  neither  morality  nor  inle^ 
griiy  in  it. 

Mr.  Justice  OowiKf.— His  generaiehaMCtar 

as  an  att  iri.cy  is  not  the  point  in  issue. 

WUtttss. — There  was  nothing  in  his  practice 
that  had  morality  or  integrity;  it  appeared 
from  his  coooeiions ;  be  was  oonnectra  with 
infurmerSi 

[The  counsel  for  the  crown  proposed  to 

cross-examine  sviineis.] 

Court. — We  cannot  permit  it,  because  this 
roan  knowing  nothing  of  the  private  charaetef 
of  the  witness,  he  could  not  have  known  any 
thing  as  to  the  material  point  to  be  inquired^ 
whether  the  witness  waste  be  beilered  upoB 
his  oath.    What  do  you  mean  Ly  his  private 

.  character  i — I  lis  private  dealing,  about  which 

'  I  know  nothing. 

How  loi^  have  yon  been  in  this  kingdom  f 
—Twelve  monllis. 

How  long  .since  you  gave  any  infonnalion 
about  this  matter  ? — I  was  in  court,  and  % 
gentleman  here  having  heard  me  mention 
Cockayufi's  name  some  time  ago,  called  me 
forward,  I  did  not  know  for  what  purpose. 
The  witness  was  ordered  to  retire. 
Mr.  Prime  ikr}cani  continued. — GcntlemeiL 
the  first  overt  act  is,  that  he  came  to  Ireland 

!  to  procure  information  of  the  king's  subjects; 

'  the  second  is,  that  he  endeavoured  to  incite 
an  invasion ;  but  it  is  irresiatible  as  lo  the 
third,  if  you  believe  that  tiie  prisoner,  on  the 
eist  of  April  did  excite,  exhort,  and  cotinsc), 
and  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  did  encourage  Theo- 
bald Woili  Tono  to  go  mtopaila  bc|«iid  acaa^ 
to  Franco  Jo  IfpHIIPt  t»  IM,  fillip  pQWM 

.  J  .  -d  by  G^^^ 
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tbti*e,  Uuit  Him  snb^teti  of  tU*  kmgdoni  j  in  the  indietmanl  b  proved,  yoa  «0 

whether  it  is  connected  with  either  or  both  (jf 
the  treaaoo*  with  which  he  is  indicted.^*'  J 
wish  yoti  would  wnte  Ibe  fiitt  pott  digr,  woA 
tell  Mr.  Nicholas  that  to-morrow  I  send  two 
letters  for  him,  containing  opiiiioas  tbotoughW 
caoaMmtd,  ud  Mil  digested  by  coumel 
here."->Thi»  was  begun  on  the  9 1st  of  April, 
and  the  letter  appears  to  be  ronchidpd  on  the 
34th,  when  it  wb<»  put  into  the  ottce  uo  that 
evening,  contatDing  the  paper  of  the  sute  of 
the  khigdom,  as  appeals  Jnai  the«nteiM«C 

De  JoDcourt. 
The  7th  overt  act  isgtouoded  upon  the saaw 

cvidcnrr ;  it  is  the  same  act  faid  to  be  bv  a 
person  unknown:— if  that  alone  had 


were  disaffected,  &c.  Gentlemen,  tf  your 
notes  and  mine  differ  upon  this  evidence,  i 
beseeeh  you  to  pay  no  atttntioD  to  aune. 
But  as  Thavc  taken  it,  the  witness  has  hc^rH 
altematetv  in  conversations  hrom  Jackson, 
Rowan,  Tone,  and  Reynolds,  thai  thete  «M  • 
scheme  to  send  Tone  or  Reynolds,  with  a 
tjlan  to  Paris.  That  expressions  ofenconrage- 
ineot  were  u^ed  to  Tone  by  the  prisoner  and 
Kowu*  That  the  priaoDa-  was  present  at 
WatK  encouratring  c(  nver«>ation  by  Rowan; 
iuid  upon  some  convcr&augns  with  Tone,  who 
made  objections  on  account  of  bia  wife  and 
faniilv,  ^aii-l  thn  !o=.s  that  might  accnie  by 
uitjiiiiu^  upportunities  in  Irehusd.  Jackson 

toU  hhn,  Mi^oold  find  tfa«  PrenehaftfnenMiB  |  proved,  and  you  ara  of  apiaiaa  that  H 

people.  Was  it  necessary,  gentlemen,  to  have  to  the  treason  charged,  it  will  warrant  you  to 
recourse  to  the  l>'rench  upon  tiie  subject  of .  hnd  him  guiito.  The  letters  were  sent  to  the 
manufactures,  or  a  law-suit  ?  No,  gentlemen, .  post'office  by  Cockayne ;  they  were  subscribed 
it  Was  a  public  measure,  aod  the  reward  was  i  uy  the  directions  of  the  prisoner.  Titty  got 
to  he  piiLlic  also.  It  appeared,  ^efUlemen,  in  "  into  the  hands  of  .Tac  ksoti  himself,  and  it  was 
evirlcnce,  that  Jackson  came  into  Ireland  with  )or  him  to  acctiunt  it  liic^  were  put  in  by 
a  fictitious  nama,  that  ^  Thomas  Popkins,  other  means.  The  letter  proved  by  Cuckayno 
which  he  u'^pd  in  Ins  correspondence.  It  will  i  to  huvt;  been  iu  the  hand-writing  of  Jackson, 
be  for  you  to  discover,  and  ascertain  for  what  j  and  itMind  among  the  papers  of  Stftne,  re> 


purpose  the  forties  involved  tbe  matter  m  f  qnesttng  that  the  papers  before  left  might  

tiitie  obscurities.    Why,  in  one  letter  the   he  made  ii<*e  of,  snows  that  Jack ^.on  came  to 
aubject  should  be  manufactures,  and  in  the  Ireland,  having  prehxed  the  corr 
otxt,  ibe  subject  ahooM  be  law.  T1ie4th  and  ;  with  fictitioaa  namas.  lie  Made 

6th  overt-acts  are  a  conspiracy  with  others  to  wart!?. 

procure  a  person  to  represent  to  the  French,  The  0th  overlract  is  a  letter  written  to  Ben- 
the  dissatisfaction  of  part  of  the  people,  and  jamin  Beresford,  fe^aasthig  him  **  to  inform 
to  excite  an  invasion.  With  respect  lo  tbeae  certain  persons,  &c.— Tou  are  requested  lo 
two  overt-act'^,  I  think  tliere  is  a  matter  in  \  see  ftladgett  diret  tly,  :ind  inform  him  that 
the  corresponilcnce  of  Jackson,  when  parti-  i  two  Icttcn*,  with  the  opmions  of  tiie  gteati^st 
cularly  adve  rted  to,  for  the  jury  to  insider  ]  counaeV  fcc^TThal  very  night  th«e  two 
whcthrr  there  l>c  proof  of  them  or  rot.  But,  h  ttcrs  were  intrrrrpted  in  thp  office.  l>o 
itnder  the  correction  of  the  Court,  I  sav,  that  the  niuruaig  ut  the  ucsl  day  Cockayne  apphed 
if  a  single  overt  act  be  proved,  clearly  con-  to  ^Ir.  Hamilton  to  know  iHiether  the  Utter, 
ncclefl  with  the  trc  i  on  with  which  the  pri-  '  &c.  liad  In  en  intrrrrptcd,  nnr?  furni^hrs  th« 
aoner  is  charged,  there  is  sufficient  to  warrant  j  original  paper  ui  the  hand- writing  of  Jackson, 
to  eonviet  hhn.  But  1  acknowledge  that '  from  wbten  tbe  copy  waa  made.  nimlHia 
if  on  the  other  h^d,you  believe  none  of  them  took  a  press  cony  of  it,  which  being  impcrlipcl, 
are  proved,  the  law  and  ywir  conscience  call  j  it  was  objecUrd  to  by  the  prisoner;  tlte  copy 


upon  you  to  acquit  him 


was  written  mthe  prisoner's  presence,  and  by 


The  6th  overt  act  ii^  that  on  the  9l8t  of  i  his  directions  sent  to  the  post-office. 


April  a  letter  was  written  to  William  Stone 
to  reveal  his  intention  to  send  a  person  to 
Prance  to  represent  the  sWe  of  tbi»  country 


The  Mlh  overt-act  is,  that  he  sent  infor- 
maiion  to  France.  Thi.s,  gentlemen,  goes  as 
well  to  the  papers  which  were  forwwied 


The  rvjflence  of  Cockayne  was,  that  Tone  j  the  others  which  have  been  prodiiced  in  evi- 


agreed  ta  go,  and  afterwards  receded  lirom 
that  agreement.  The  letter  waa  writlen  oo 
the  £Ut  of  .April,  and  when  he  begt^n,  it  was 
ooDcdved  that  lone  was  to  go :  and  m  this 
letter  are  those  remarkable  words;  **  Let 
tiicni  know  where  I  am,  and  that  I  am  doing 
every  thing  I  can  to  serve  Mr.  Nicholas,  and 
that  I  am  procuring  a  person  to  carry  the 
covenants  and  leases  few  days  will  decide 
whctlicr  he  will  go  or  not.  I  have  written  the 
above  during  the  negotiation  with  the  per- 
son ;  he  has  this  morning,  S4th  of  April,  de- 
cided  that  hi^  y  rlvitc  affairs  will  not  Irt  him 
90."o-If,  gentleuieo,  jou  believe  the  evidence 
•fCecbafne  if  ytn  bdieve  that  Una  letter 
"  ^  biilii*  AgriUi«iMi|i 


dence.   iS  o w,  gentlemen,  sec  whether  any 


liinng,  of 


consciencr 


ran  hesitate  to  pronounce  whs* 
the  okyect  and  motivn  of  soch  ftftn  ware. 
Look  at  the  words  etpressmg  tim  aMaaliov  el 

Ireland,  end  inviting  **  an  invasion  in  aufi* 
cient  force."   Here  is  nothing  of  trade  or  i 


nufiutures;  nothing  of  lawsuits  or  covenaals 
or  leases.  If  jw  MKeve  thatlhls  was  written 


by  the  procurement  of  Jackson,  to  be  fefw 
warded  by  his  procorement,  as  Cockaynn  hss 
sworn,  to  tbe  Vlrepdi  pespla^  that 
people,  who  mn  to 
tion— 

Mr.  JsHbsii.-Ibagiit, 
pardon,  there  is  no 

w«  to  bo  fonrtnMt 


•  Mr.Miw&WMiif^beaeeehtliepriMtotr: 

at  the  bar,  if  i  have  mistated^  even  to  his 
tBeiiag,  wbai  tlM  case  will  not  wanant.  to  ap- 
fffiwm»ofil,iad  I fiHl fslnelit  witfi  am 

satisfaction,  than  any  assertion  I  ever  made 
m  my  life.  I  iotended  to  say,  that  if  the  jury 
Mteve  it  was  written  by  the  procurement  of 
iIm  prieooer,  and  intended  to  Iw  Ibrwarded, 
though  intercepted^  the  CfiOM  in  pofait  of  law. 
IS  consummate. 

Mr.  Jmktm,  The  indictment  states,  that 
the  letter  was  to  be  sent  to  Benjamin  Beres- 
fonl.  1  here  is  no  such  ihioj;  upon  the  super- 
•eiiptioa. 

Mr.  Prime  Senettnt.—Tht  10th  overt-act 
do6a  not  state  it,  but  the  9th  doea  state  th^t 
the  leMep  was  tb  be  sent  to  Be^jainni  BeKs> 

fcHtl — the  letter  in  evidence  i  Monsieur  Beres- 
Jmrd.  It  b  matter  for  the  jury  to  consider, 
whether  the  evidence  proves  the  charge  in 
the  indielmBL  If  the  jury  believe  that  this 
letter  was  in  the  ctistody  of  Jackson  and  writ* 
ten  for  the  purpose  imputed  to  him,  it  is  a 
Mw  oimMct.  I  do  agree  with  the  eentle- 
■len  concerned  for  the  prisoner  that  tne  evi- 
dence of  Cockayne,  under  the  particular  cir- 
OMitlaiMm  iMoer  wbiefa  it  comet  forward, 
does  come  so  infected  as  not  to  have  that 
wei|^  which  it  would  bave^  if  those  drcum- 
dloftdi  did  not  ciilt  Bot  I  say  his  testi- 
mony is  corroborated  by  such  a  variety  of 
ciroumstances  as  establish  the  truth  of  it. 
Ho  persoo  is  brought  forward  to  disprove  the 
kiOB-writicg  of  Jackson,  as  proved  by  Cock- 
zyne.  With  respect  to  Mr.  Tone,  it  will  be 
asuinect  for  y<mr  con»deration,  gentlemen, 
vimar  it  >/as  competent  fcr  Iha  aentlemen 
concerned  for  the  prisoner  to  nroduce  him 
If  he  had  been  Modoced  by  the  croWn,  he 
wilfiA  e«qr  «cU«mact  aad  say,  *•  I  will  not 
osyself.'*  They  had  notice  by  t ho  in 
that  hit  testimony  mif^t  be  mate- 
I  and  aoidd  havo  come  prepared.  Tf  there 
be  weight  in  these  observations,  your  lordships 
and  the  jury  will  give  them  a  proportionate 
attention — if  there  be  not^  you  will  throw 
tiiera  out  of  your  consideration. 

Gentlemen,  I  feel  a  degree  of  satisfactron 
in  my  mind,  arising  from  tliis  circumstance, 
ihat  I  am  not  conscious  of  having  made  an 
afeawatton  which  the  case  will  not  warrant. 
OOBtiumeo,  if  vou  believe  the  evidence,  you 
■■^e a avijw  msenane  vo  yeuraaivn,  joor 
country,  and  your  God;  and  if  you  do  not  be- 
lieve it,  yonrdttty  is  to  acquit  the  prisoiieiw  I 
If  yov  havo  laeli  adeiibt^  notsaeh  as  woman*  I 
iah  fears  may  soggest,  but  such  as  your  sober  ] 
indgmeDt  may,  you  will  give  it  due*considora> 
lion  and  lean  to  the  side  of  mercy.  I  am  sure 
the  world  will  be  mtisfied  wiHi  four  verdict 

tha 


feel  a  weight  upon  my 
mind  to  make  an  observation  or  two  upon 
wtiat  Mr.  Prime  Serieant  has  said  upon  the 
I  Imi*  to  MoBidhr  Bmn^ 


pro 

lead,  a  inntsri  povert  and  aaolliAr  was  di* 

reeled  to  Amsterdam,  which  at  that  lime  was 
at  wac  with  France.  The  places  to  which 
tha  leMm  were  diicdcd,  were  either  neutral 
places,  or  at  war  with  France : — Ute  letters 
were  uot  sent  to  enemies  of  England.  There  is 
nothing  but  constructive  evidence  that  these 
papers  were  intended  for  the  enemieaof  lie* 
JaMl  Thii^  my  k>rds,  ia  aU  I  have  to  my. 

Earl  of  Clonmeli  (I^rd  Chief  Justice.)— 
Gentlemen  of  the  jury;  In  this  case  of  the 
King  against  WilMam  Jsidcson,  clerk,  tha  in* 
dictraent  against  ihc  prisoner  is  founded  oil 
the  statute  of  treason,  S6  Edw.  Srd,  chap.  i.  a 
•Mote  that  faaabton  coDsidered  as  0B«  of  tha 
greatest  protections  to  the  subject  that  ever 
passed;  as  stating  and  precisely  ascertaining 
what  shall  be  treason  to  a^ct  the  life  of  the 
subject,  to  prevent  any  unasoetlaiBed  crima 
of  that  nature  from  affecting  him. 

The  two  branches  of  treason  comprehended 
in  this  indictment  are,  the  compassing  tbo 
death  of  the  king,  and  adhering  to  ttic  king's 
enemies.  I  womd  now  mention  a  principle 
or  two  that  have  never  been  doubted;  ooaii^ 
that  a  conspiracy  to  levy  war  agaiosttln  king 
or  his  government,  is  evidence  of  oompassiog 
the  dsirtfa  of  the  Mng.  This  is  mentioned  ia 
the  works  of  all  llic  i^reat  crown  lawyers;  ia 
4  Bl.  Coram.  82.  3  Inst.  9.  Foster's  Cr. 
L.  S18,  813.  You  will  understand  me  wbea 
I  si^,  that  evidence  of  ooospirapy  to  levy  wac 
agamst  the  king  or  his  government,  is  evi- 
dence of  compassing  the  king's  death ;  and 
the  reason  justifies  the  principle ;  for  the  re» 
suit  of  such  a  conspiracy  is  prubahly  ihe 
king's  destruction,  either  bv  his  death  or  his 
imprisonment,  which  may  lead  to  his  death  f 
and  for  that  reason  it  is  applicable  as  evidence 
of  compassing  the  king's  death.  Again,— 
aootber  principle  is,  that  giving  intelTigeaco 
to  the  king's  enemies,  is  evidence  of  the  se* 
cond  branch  of  this  indictment,  the  adherina 
to  the  king's  enemies..  This  is  a  clear  ana 
simple  species  of  h^^  iKason ;  each  part  of 
the  indictment  charges  a  clear  high  treason, 
not  constructive  nor  involved.  Ii  has  been 
fortunate  in  this  ooantrj,tho\igh  it  may  noahO 
the  difficulty  the  greater  on  the  judges  at  pre- 
sent, that  thcce  is  scarcely  an  instance  in  the 
fecoUeetionof  tha  oldest  lawyer,  of  that  erim* 
having  been  committed  in  this  kingdom,  and 
(  prosecution  for  it;  hut  a  case  bais  been  de- 
terrMocd  in  tlie  court  of  Kinifa^bench  in  Eng* 
land,  in  the  year  1758,  resembling  the  present 
in  many  instances — the  Kine  again^t  Dr. 
llensey,*  who  was  convicted  of  high  treason, 
and  judgment  of  death  pronounced  on  him; 
in  that  case,  lord  MansBeld,  with  the  con^ 
currence  of  his  brethren,  ioUuwed  hy  Kosten 
aad  18  able  asiisianta  as  the  chief  justice  had 
at  anytime,  lays  down  the  law  tfauss— I*  I<*^ 
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to  the  firts  that  are  laiH.  anfl  if  thfv  are 
suAcieatly  stated  to  be  the  acts  o(  the  ori- 
soner  in  Mip|iort  of  the  intention  ekvfeo,  ifc 
is  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  ihnt  by  the  com- 
mon  law  a  secood  is  not  necesMry,  aoU  oo 
statute  on  the  stibjeet  to  eontndiet  that,  esiste 
in  this  country;  and  liere,  let  me  say  how  the 
law  appears  to  be  in  that  case ;  it  was  not 
only  tne  opinion  of  judge  Foster,  one  of  the 
honestesi  and  greatest  lawyers  ibat  Rn^and 
ever  knew,  and  who  ranks  with  lord  ilale; 
liui  also,  as  appears  irom  his  crown  law,  page 
8;)d,  it  was  tti«  general  ofrinion,  tlMt  at  com- 
mon law,  our  w'An-'^^  was  sufficient  in  the 
case  of  treason,  notwithstanding  lord  Coke's 
OfMoioo  to  the  contrary :  tiie  opinion  of  judge- 
Foster  is  the  same  with  serje:int  Hawkins, 
and  though  Hawkins  is  onl^  a  comptier,  and 
states  nwoj  doubts,  yet  he  is  oertanW  one  of 
the  roost  faithful  and  laborious  conipilcrs  lhat 
we  have.  Let  ine  now  state  the  tacts  from 
the  words  of  the  indictment.  WUliam  Jack* 
son  is  charged,  for  that,  at  a  time  when  open 
wrtr  ev:i».icd  between  France  and  En::t;ii:d— of 
which  i  oster  says,  that  public  noioncty  ta 
sufficient  evidence*-he  did,  knowing  the  pro* 
mises,  but  contriving  the  tranquillity  of  the 
kingdom  to  disquiet,  the  government  to  sub^ 
vert,  and  the  king  of  and  from  the  crown  to 
depose  1  dr  [  rive,  and  to  deatii  nnd  firul 
destruction  to  brmg  and  put;  dtd  on  the  3d 
day  of  April,  in  t)ieS4tb  y«ur  of  the  Idi^lbew 
at  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew,  &c.  traitorously 
cumpa»s,  imagine,  and  intend  the  king,  <Mf 
;ind  from  the  crown  of  IreUnd,  to  depose  and 
io  consider  whether  they  were  written  by  the  \  wholly  deprive,  and  the  king  to  kill,  arid  brmg^ 
prisoner  at  the  bar,  in  order  to  be  delivered  to  i  and  put  to  death.  This  is  the  !»enT,il  charge; 
the  enemy,  and  witi)  intent  to  convey  to  the  |  that  he  iniagioed  and  coiupas&cd  the  king's 
enemy  such  i nteUigeuce  as  might  serve  and  |  death,  and  at  that  time  and  under  tlioae  tm» 
assist  them  in  carrying  on  war  against  this  rnmstanccs;  anrl  then  in  the  first  count,  dif- 
crown,  or  in  avoiding  the  distinalions  of  our  .  ferent  means  are  slated :  first,  that  he  landed 
eolerprizes  and  armaments  against  them."  j  in  Ireland  for  tlic  purpose  of  procwrinc  iniiw- 
I  think  I  h.ive  now  laid  down  certain  prin-  i  malioo' concerning!;  the  situation  anu  dispo- 
ciples  and  clear  positions  in  your  minus  as  !  sitionof  the  king's  bubjects:  now,  as  to  the 
Ai*  as  I  have  gone,  which  wi  1 1  go  a  great  way  disposition  of  the  king's  subjects,  inat  part  ef 
'  ■"  '  .  charge  will  he  more  in  voiir  mind  when 

you  come  to  consider  what  i  shall  lay  great 
stress  on,  the  state  of  the  nation  that  was  sent 
over.  It  is  next  laid,  that  Ute  prisoner  at  the 
bar  did  consult  to  levy  war  in  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  against  the  king;  aiul  if  it  be  proved 
to  your  satisfaction,  that  be  did  conspire  la 
levy  war,  and  to  invite  the  French  power  to 
invade  this  kingdom ;  it  is  evidence  in  sup* 
port  of  this  count  It  i^  nesi  laid,  that  IM 
prisoner  did  incite  and  endravrnir  to  prr^ti^Hc 
one  iheobald  Wolfe  Tone,  to  go  into  loceiga 
parts  to  represent  to  the  Franeh  po«ei«  tnt 
divers  ^uhjccts  of  Ireland  wire  di^-^iilsfied 
with  the  government,  and  to  persuade  them 
lo  invade  Irefamd ;  this  abo  will  be  appiic^la 
to  pait  ot  that  statement  which  I  shall  have 
occa«on  to  dwell  on  hereafter.  The  next  act 
laid  is,  that  tlie  pri&oucr  conspired  with  olhct 
persons  to  procure  and  provide  a  penoo  la  ga 
Beyond  the  seas— it  is  to  the  same  f>oTTr*e, 
but  moie  gcaend  ib^iu  litt  Hosimt^  mituctx^ 


ing  war,  is  an  overt^t  of  compassing  the 
death  of  the  king. — An  overt-act  of  the  inten- 
tion of  levying  war,  or  of  bringing  war  upon 
llie  kingdom"  (and  lliose  words  are  very  ma- 
terial), **  is  settled  to  be  an  overt- act  ot  com- 
passing the  king's  death.  Soliciting  a  foreign 
prince  even  in  amity  with  the  crown,  to  invade 
the  realm  is  such  an  overt-act.  And  so  was 
cardinal  Pool's  case.  And  one  of  these  letters 
is  such  a  solicitation  ot  a  foreign  prince  to  in- 
vade the  realm.  letter*  of  advice  and  cor- 
respondence, and  intelligence  to  the  enemy 
to  enable  them  to  annoy  us  or  defend  them- 
selves, written  and  sent  in  ordi  r  tn  be  deli- 
vered to  the  enemy,  are,  though  intercepted, 
overt-acts  of  both  these  species  of  treason  that 
have  been  mentioned;  and  this  was  deter- 
mined by  all  the  judges  of  England  in  Gregg's 
case:*  where  the  indictment  (w^ch  I  have 
seen)  is  much  like  the  present  indictment. 
The  only  doubt  there  arose  from  the  letters 
of  intelligence  being  intercepted  and  never 
delivered;  but  they  held  that  that  circum- 
stance did  not  alter  the  case." — And,  irontlr- 
men,  to  justify  that  doctrine,  one  obvious 
fMSOn-roust  occur  to  all  your  minds;  that  no 
person  could  he  indicted  with  effect  for  send- 
ing letters,  if  the  law  was  that  they  must 
have  Kone  to  the  place  for  which  they  were 
inteiifleil;  because  in  that  case  they  could 
not  possibly^  be  laid  hold  of  for  the  purposes 
of  profieculion  t  it  would  be  grossly  absurd. 
Another  paragraph  in  that  rase  I  will  read  to 
you  as  hearing  on  the  facts  in  this  case.  *'  As 
to  the  f4ct  in  the  present  case,  the  jury  are 


in  directing;  you  in  the  consider.ilioii  of  tins 
case ;  I  will  now  state  to  you  how  this  indict- 
ment is  laid,  and  go  through  the  diflTerent 
overt-acts  stated  to  support  the  intention ;  for 
that  intention,  if  supported  liy  the  acts  stated 
orany  ui  lhem,  will  cuinplete  the  crime  against 
the  phxmer ;  any  one  of  them,  if  you  believe 
the  intention,  and  the  overt-act  to  be  proved, 
will  complete  the  charge  a|;ainst  him. 

I  ahall  endeavour,  feeling  great  difficulty 
ftom  my  own  inability  at  thi-  iatc  hottr  of  the 
night,  to  collect  the  facts  in  the  best  order  for 
your  consideraidon ;  it  will  be  your  verdict, 
and  not  the  verdict  of  the  Court;  wc  are  re- 
sponsible fur  the  law,  it  is  our  duty  to  stale 
tne  law,  and  I  have  laid  down  principles  from 
great  authority;  1  shall  only  add  lo  them, 
that  by  the  nmunon  law  of  l><>!h  countries, 
one  witttcss  atuiie  is  suiiicicnt  m  liiese  cases  : 
ffyoy  btlawe  that  witness,  and  if  ht 

•  Aitii,  VoL  14,  p.  la?!.  . 
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plied  to  Theobdd  Wolfe  Tone,  only.  Next, 
thai  he  did  conspire  with  others,  to  send  a 
fWMOn  to  Fr:inc(j  to  give  infonnatioo  of  the 
state  of  Ireiaiici — aiid  this  a'^o  is  evidence,  if 
proved,  ot  cutupasMng  Uic  king^  death.  It  in 
neit  dimrged  that  he  cKd  eompoae  and  write, 
and  cat  ISC  to  be  written,  a  letter  to  William 
btooe  ui  Eogkod.  aaddid  by  that  letter  io- 
ttrwelhtm  to  <fisd<»e  to  the  persont  having 
tl»e  powers  of  goveinmenl  in  Fiance  a  scheme 
•f  the  prisoner's  to  send  a  person  to  France 
to  satisfy  said  persons  of  divers  subjects  of 
Ireland  b^n|  roudy  to  negociate  with  them, 
for  an  invasion  of  Irr land,  but  that  the  pri- 
vate .it'Uii^  of  such  per&ua  would  not  permit 
him  lo  go,  and  tbei«f<m  that  the  prisoner 

wouli!  send  :i  iitatement  of  the  «itu;Uion  and 
djspusttions  of  the  people  of  Ireland — this  is 
evidence  also  of  compassing  the  doath  of  the 
kin 2. — The  next  act  laid  is  to  the  same  effect 
of  the  last,  but  put  more  {generally,  and  this 
•ndaU  thot  I  havo  nwfMkioed,  eo  in  bU)>port 
of  the  first  count.  The  next  charge  is,  that 
the  prisoner  delivered  and  caused  to  be  deh- 
vered  the  said  letters  into  the  post-office  here; 
and  if  this  he  proved  it  falls  under  that  head 
<]e?cnl)cd  by  lord  Mansfield  in  Hensey's  case, 
ami  that  act  would  be  sufficient  to  make  him 
guilty  of  conpoMing  the  king's  death.  The 

two  next  overt-arts  laid  arc,  the  ^vntin^  a 
letter  to  Beiyamin  berei>tord,  and  tlie  delt- 
vering  that  letter  into  the  post^flice.  It  is 

next  l:iid,  that  the  prisoner  romposcd  and 
wrote,  and  caused  to  be  wriitea  divers  in- 
stmctionB,  invttin«r  the  king's  enemies  to  in- 
vade {relaiul ;  and  this  seems  to  me  very  ma- 
terial for  your  consideration :  it  is  stutc'd  that 
among  other  thincs  the  following  particulars 
axe  contained,  that  the  ditaenters  are  steady 
republicans." — I  will  not  repeat  this  paper,  as 

iou  iiavc  already  heard  u  more  ihan  once, 
be  next  chsfi^e  is,  that  the  prisoner  wrote 
several  other  arrount?  and  irt<!tructiuns  con- 
cernmg  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  all  these 
•oeponts  caused  to  be  delivered  into  tlie  post* 
office. — And,  in  the  next  charnc,  those  words 
which  I  hav  e  stated  are  asaia  repeated.  These 
are  the  charges,  all  of  wnicli  are  apfriirable  to 
the  first  count;  and  if  any  of  them  are  sub- 
stantially prpved,  and  yuu  believe  it,  it  will 
lead  you  to  find  the  prisoner  guilty.  These 
charges  are  applied  to  the  second  branch  of 
tlifi  indictment,  and  support  it,  us  well  as  the 
tir^t,  if  proved.  I  shall  now  lake  up  the  evi- 
dence in  the  order  it  was  laid  before  you,  and 
it  will  be  for  youto  see  whetlirr  the  intentions, 
4he  purposes,  and  the  acts  proved,  be  the  in- 
tCBllODS,  the  purposes,  and  the  acts  of  the  pri- 
soner Jackson. — Any  one  of  the  charges,  if 
|»coycd,  wiU  support  either  branch  of  the 
lodielfDent,  and  I  shall  make  such  obeer* 
vatiuiis  as  occur  to  me  from  time  to  time. 

John  Cockayne  was  first  produced— he 
svears  that  he  has  known  the  prisoner  Jack- 
sen  ten  years;  it  has  been  said. that' it cp- 
p^*ared  from  Cockayne  that  .Tackson  came 
iutiicx  to  iigausk  aonc  proviVQoa  i'9t  the 
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Frenrh,  and  not  with  any  Ircasonablp  deiign 
— but  Cockayne  s  evidence  was,  that  when  he 
came  over,  he  did  not  think  Jackson  WNdd 
put  himself  into  his  present  situation,  or  that 
lie  should  ever  be  a  witness  against  him, 
which  he  swears  he  is  very  sorry  for,  if  you 
believe  him.  They  dined,  he  says,  at  cctun- 
sellor  M'Nally*s;  counsellor  Simon  Uutler 
dined  there;  the  conversation  turned  on  poli* 
tics  at  large,  those  of  the  day,  and  those  of 
tbe  Irish  nation ;  it  went  to  the  dissatisfaction 
of  some  part  of  the  kingdom — now  that  may 
be  material,  if  you  l>elieve  the  witness,  when 
you  come  to  consider  the  state  uf  the  nation, 
when  the  dissatisfaction  oi  lUe  king's  subjects 
is  mentioned.  The  wiln(:::s  then  says  that  be 
saw  Mr.  Lewins  at  Hyde's  cotfec-house,  that 
he  asked  Jackson  ior  some  papers  to  deliver  ' 
to  Mr.  Rowan,  to  convince  him,  that  he  was 
a  man  with  whcnn  h.e  nught  converse  with 
confidence ;  on  this  part  ui  the  evidence,  one 
observatbn  arises :  as  soon  as  these  men  came 
into  this  country,  if  you  believe  Cockayne, 
Jackson  furnishes  Lewins  witli  certain  docu* 
ments,  in  order  to  convince  Rowan  that  he  - 
was  a  man  to  be  confidentially  spoken  with~ 
of  what  were  they  to  «ipcak  ?  why  was  he  to 
converse  \v'ith  iiuwan,  a  prisoner  in  New-' 
gate  ?  and  these  were  such  papers  too,  that 
.^ickson  said  if  he  had  hnd  them  back,  he 
would  not  have  entrusted  them  to  Lewtns 
again— these  papers  were  asked  by  Lewfns' 
with  that  view,  but  whether  th^-  prisoner 
gave  them  with  that  view,  is  a  conclusion  foe . 
yuu  to  draw;  this  patted  a  few  days  after. 
Jackson's  arrival  here.  The  witness  and 
Jackson  went  together  to  Newgale  soon  aAer 
— the  conversation  turned  on  Irish  affairs* 
on  the  United  Irishmen— on  some  dissatis- 
factions anicnii  tVie  people  in  some  parts  of 
the  kingdom  ,  u  does  uui  appear  itiat  any 
part  of  that  conversation  was  alK>ut  manuliM- 
tiircs  or  I  iwsuits,  the  topics  alluded  to  in  some 
of  Jackson's  letters— it  was  a  political  conver* 
sation— I  am  not  saying  that  it  was  not  poe- 
sible  such  a  thing  mi^ht  exist— far  from  it- 
there  may  have  been  such  things  as  lawttuits 
and  diflfeiences  in  Jackson's  family,  and 
Rowan  not  know  a  word  of  the  mattefe. 
There  was  another  meeting  there,  Tone  read 
a  paper,  but  the  witness  did  not  hear  it;  there 
was  something  about  a  plan  to  send  Tone  to 
France,  and,  if  vou  believe  the  witness,  Jack- 
sun  approved  ol  Tone  for  tbe  purpose,,  more 
than  of  Reynolds ;  this  supports  what  he  said 
about  the  plan  of  srnding  a  person  to  France  s 
the  witness  said  they  were  to  go  with  somp 
papers — with  written  instructions  for  the 
French  ;  that  he  heard  this  altefnatcly  ?poken 
of  by  Jackson,  Rowan,  &c.  and  that  he  tmder- 
stood  it  was  to  Piris  that  they  were  to  be 
sent. 

On  this  letter  (No.  3)  marked  with  a  iar^ 
cross,  and  contained  within  two  covers,  in 
each  of  which  there  was  a  recommendation 

to  forward  the  enclosed,  I  will  make  one  ob- 
seryauooi  i  wish  not  to  dij^iaic,  1  wiah  to 
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raiM  in  vour  minds  senumenU  that  will  lead 
vou  to  the  truth ;  it  was  t»aid  with  sood  scnst 
Vgr  tile  prisoner  aA  the  iMr,  that  then  is  no 
etridencc  that  those  papers  were  to  go  to  the 
FrencK ;  but  see  what  was  the  reconimemia- 
tion  in  each  of  ttie  covert-4l  wn,  ^  lo 
ward  the  inrld-^rcf the  paper  was  not  to  rest 
there ;  tins  is  luaterial  for  your  coasiderationi 
that  is,  if  you  hettove  the  paper  to  hie  the 
hand- writing  of  Jackson.  Cocknync  next 
|>roved  his  own  haftd^ritiog  to  the  letter 
marked  A,  No.  9.— That  rtiis  copy  w»  wai 
to  the  post- office  by  the  prisoner's  directions, 
and  that  Mr.  Hamilton  took  a  press  copy  of 
the  original ;  it  is  directed  A  Monsieur  tieres- 
ford,  Basle,  8wit;eerland,  md  dated  Dublin, 
S4lh  April;  it  will  be  for  yow  to  judge  whe- 
ther it  means  really  and  bona  jidc  a  law  suit, 
or  wbattier  the  language  is  not  intended  to 
convey  other  th}n2;s— of  %vhal  i*.  allCj^ed  in 
tfao  oTert  acts  Utd— coUccting  wliat  is  now 
sent  as  •  real  ease  in  point,"  this  ia  nicoiw 
reclly  expressed,  if  It  i>  a  l  i  .v  matter  lliat  is 
tneant^-however,  the  prisouer  is  no  lawyer — 
^  By  hoatile  or  pacifie  means**— that  may  be 
meant  of  a  lawsuit ;  Jackson  is  a  clergyman ; 
be  is  not  a  lawyer.— The  letter  is  $ip,ned 
•*  Thomas  Hopkin  this  turuishes  a  circum- 
stance for  your  consideration,  if  you  believe 
Cockayne;  jArV«on  has  shown  no  necessity 
why  he  should  cliange  his  name  in  this  coun- 
try while  oonducUng  a  htwsnit  for  a  ftiend 
abroaf! :  Cockayne  swears  that  tl  ii'^  was  a  copy 


Bowan,  and  cof^iving  himself  entitled  to  a 
fortune  on  the  death  of  Mrs.  HaiutUun,  Ute 
mother  of  Mr.  Rowan,  in  right  of  his  wilie, 
rcquf>«?tcd  of  me  to  make  inquiries  about  it, 
particularly  as  he  had  wriLten  to  the  oxacu* 
tors  and  repreaeotativaa  of  Utm.  Ifaniilta«^ 
and  never  could  oV  tain  an  answer. 

Earl  of  Cionuuli. — Ueullemen,  you  havo 
heaid  Mr.  Jackaoft;  I  wnb,  W  f^hat  h«  hat 
said  can  be  of  any  use,  that  there  had  betu 
evidence  of  it.  This  letter  will  «l«o  be  lor 
your  oonMderation,  whathar  it  be  written  bmtS 
jUde, — whether  the  opinions  mentioned  ha 
legal  opinions. — No.  5,  C,  is  inclosed  within 
two  odvers  directed  in  witness  Cocka^  oe's 
hand — [the  clerk  of  the  Crown  read  thit 
pappr  by  his  lordship's  order.]  No.  6  is  a 
duplicate  of  No.  5 }  the  witness  tohi  you  it  is^ 
by  desira  ol  Jackson,  all  vk  hia^  tba  wilaess*s,- 
hand-miting*  Mr.  De  Jonconrt  proved  that 
he  had  orders  to  intercept  Uvese  letters,  Moi 
that  ha  flhl  ao;  faofcoDll  them  o»  ihoMi 
April,  and  gave  them  to  Mr.  Hamilton 

Cockayne  was  then  cross-examined ;  but 
bofera  I  eome  to  that,  I  riiall  make  one  ob- 
servaUon  on  his  direct  examination ;  he  swears 
he  directed  these  letters  by  Jackwrn'?  desire  ; 
you  see  what  Uiey  were — they  were  irao- 
scripts;  they  aarresponded  with  the  p^ficai 

tound  on  N!r.  .Tark«:ori's  tnhle  in  ht«i  lodgings, 
which  was  evidence  ut  his  possession ;  i  say« 
than,  as  to  these  papers,  of  which  there  ap« 

pear  to  have  been  tuur,  if  you  believe  that 


from  a  paper  in  Jackson's  hand  writing ;  look  1  two  of  them  were  sent  by  tiie  directioo  of  tba 
aft  Hm  dais— it  is  the  teih  April,  and  com-  I  firisoiior  at  the  barw— that  Iw  know  their  torn 

pare  it  with  the  d.iy  wh^  n  the  statement  of  I  tenl^,  and  that  lie  sent  \\'.t\u  into  foreign  parts 
the  nation  was  put  iuto  the  f»ost-  office.  The  for  the  purposes  stated  in  tiie  iodictmeni^I 
Mat  letter  is  No.  4,  B,  it  is  in  the  prisoner's  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  (and  I  believe 
hand,  but  the  superscription  is  written  by  the  my  brothers  entirely  agree  with  me, — if  ihi^ 
wiiDtts,  by  the  prisoner's  direction  ;  it  is  for  do,  they  will  say  so,  or  qualify  their  opinicri* 
yoo  to  consider  what  all  this  mystery  means ;  as  ti'.ey  may  think  proper)  thai  tncy  are  uea- 
the  inside  diiaeled  to  one  penon— the  oulakle  sonahle  to  all  intemaand  ywyoses,  as  teodiag 
to  another —  |  to  invite  a  fnreign  enemy  i:i'o  this  kin^orr;. 

Mr.  JiiA  kfOH. — My  lord,  there  is  really  no  — If  you  believe  that  to  have  i>eeo  itie  uiieo- 
^y^^  in  Mr.  Stone  bad  a  hoose   tion  of  tiie  fwiseaer  at  tiM  har,  yoa  oaght  te 

find  !iirn  r^iiilty. 
Now,  M  to  tbe^^jecUoos  an»y  on  the 

mined  as  to  his  credit,  that  he  was  a  man  not 
to  be  believed  upon  his  oath  c~tie  staled  iho 
circumstances  ot  the  indictnient  and  proaecu« 
thm  for  perjury ;  you  heard  tfaa  accoont  he 
pve  of  It,  wad  ym  are  the 
ms  credit. 

There  wm9  two  papers  foond  in  the  pri- 

5rner's  po»e??ion,  in  his  c;  .'.nnbers  by  Carle- 
tun,  MOvemg  wtth  the  papers  se«i  to 
post>«Bea  lyhiadbeciiaBa.  If  yoo 

they  were  put  into  the  post- ofi>ce  by  his 


•t  Oklibrd  :  a'!  Irtt'-r^  to  him  there,  were 
ihiactod  in  hu  own  name ;  all  letters  to  him 
im  huoOm,  #ere  hy  his  dh«etioM  to  be  sent 
to  the  house  of  Lawrence  and  Co.— now, 
guy  1  make  one  observation  as  to  the  other 
letaer,  which  your  lord»hip  soems  to  think  was 
eomething  enigmatical } 

EMxiofCimmU^Ho,  OoaetlhiaklhatI 
aay  so. 

Mr.  JadbsM^That  letter  has  a  postrnpt 
Boeniioning  somethine  about  the  birth  of  a 
^IM ;  vour  lordship  left  it  to  the  jwy  to  in- 
^rivesmedNr  H  alndedtoa  immi  /drtrms- 

att!on  or  not :  no,  mv  lord— that  ladv  had 
been  scparaied  from  her  husband  for  several 
ymnx  tlie  had  a  cifid  Mi^  that  separa- 
tion,  and  I  Ix^ltpve  the  father  did  not  know 
the  sea  of  the  chiki ;  for  soow  reason  best 
toova  la  tbamselves,  they  never  csrres. 
ponded.  As  e«phmjitor>'  ef  liie  lawsuit— My 
uml  it  i<  vrtfU  kiw^^rn  th"^^  Mr.  Bere^frrr!  wi? 
mamod  w  titc         ut  Archibald  M^nnhim 


txtoa,  you  oiwht  to  tuad  htoi  gmtey^It  ia 
tin  angMadV  hia  eavaaal,  thsA  thay  wtsa 
put  intouie  office  by  Cociaya>,  sad  he  kaaw 


I  gave  an 
ooi  from 


an- 
tfae 


they  were  to  be  intcraf|»tcd. 
swer  io  that  early : — it 
iBMieMief  or  inientioo  of  Cookayne, 

ymi  aretojodgr,  but  from  ttie  )cTicwailir*.  «v 
of  ^echsBB  hOHekb 


it,  whitho  yoa  believe,  that  they  were  sent 
to  the  |ioit4>ffice  by  Jackson,  with  the  inten- 
tioD  I  liKVt  dttflciibcd.  But  if  you  believe, 

irittMlF  llMit  JWklUII^KdBOtkOOWHMCOIItBIItt 

of  the  letters,  or  that  he  did  nol  send  them,  or 
tfa»t  they  were  not  directed  by  bis  advice,  or 
request — if  you  believe,  which  b  within  pos- 
aibility,  that  this  was  all  a  scheme  and  plan  of 
Cockayne  to  brini:  the  prisoner  into  this  situa- 
tioo,  then  you  ought  to  acquit  him.  It  is 
possible,  that  Cockayne  might  have  contrived 
this  scheme,  abominahlc  as  it  wouM  be,  to 
entrap  Jackson,  for  some  bad,  or  wicked  pur- 
nose,  to  take  away  Jackson's  li^  tod  might 
fiave  written  the  body,  and  superscriptions  of 
the  papeis  for  that  purpose.  If  you  believe 
that,  fan  etn  have  no  besftalkm  in  acquittine 
Jackson.  AnH  if  your  minds  are  suspended 
in  such  a  degree  of  doubt,  that  vou  cannot, 
Wuidog  one  supposition  with  another, 
•atisfy  ^rourselves,  you  will,  according  to  the 
benignity  of  the  law,  lean  ia  fiivour  of  life, 
and  acquit  the  prisoner. 

Mr.  JacktoH.—t&y  ktrd,  will  your  lordship 
give  me  leave  to  mention  another  thing? 
'Xarl  of  C/onmf  W.—Yes,  go  on. 

Mr.  MfawN.— There  it  aoolberthing  within 
the  power  of  pussibility— that  is.  that  sup- 
posin|[^the  fact  to  be  as  Cockavne  has  stated, 
ilivwithio  the  power  of  potslbilily,  that  one 
letter,  which  prtmd  facie  was  to  go  to  Amster- 
dam, then  at  war  with  France ;  and  the  other 
to  HatAhttrcb,  a  neutral  power— ^ere  is  a 
yuMWiility  that  they  were  not  to  ga  nj  tether 
tiiao  those  places ;  for  there  is  no  evideoce, 
ihit^tfity  were  to  be  sent  to  France. 

Btii  of  ClMMiW/.-I  thought  I  had  stated 
it  more  fiivourably  for  you,  than  you  do  for 
yourself.  1  stated,  that  the  jury  roust  believe, 
that  these  letters  were  to  eo  fiirther,  and  were 
to  be  delivered  to  Frencn  persons,  for  the 
yurposo  of  eadtiog  them  to  invade  this 

Mr.  Jacksnn. —  There  is  another  circum- 
ttance  1  must  mention.  I  am  afraid  I  aluUl 
tire  your  lordship. 

Sari  of  C^jraaie//.— -No^air,  go  on  ^-lMtiliQg 
Xtca  tire  mc  upon  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Jac/cjKm.  —  There  is  a  circumstance^ 
irtdeh  hm  been  stated  to  be  very  material  ;— 
the  cross  on  the  inside  envelope  of  these  two 
letters.  Now,  it  is  usual  in  the  greatest  mer- 
cantile houses  on  the  continent,  at  ihrebureh, 
and  other  places,  where  letters  are  intended 
not  to  be  opened  by  the  clerks,  but  by  the 
pmcipalt  only,  to  iBn%  thtni  vritfi  a  cross, 
Slid  other  symbols,  to  denote  such  intention. 

Earl  of  Clonmeil. — Of  that  there  is  no  evi- 
dence. The  jury  will  make  their  obser- 
'vmtioii  tipon  what  you  have  said.— The  next 
evidence  was  Sackvilla Hamilton.  [His  lord- 
ship then  recapitulated  Mr.  Hamilton's  testi- 
nooy,  aiMl  tliatof  the  other  witnesses ;  on  his 
observing  on  parts  of  the  letter  B,  No.  1 ,  jmr- 
^icularlir  the  words^"  1  am  ^ad  to  find  that 
tho  pmum  I  a»t  have  readhod  the  penoot 

Tbt  itatc  of 
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manufactures  in  Ensland  which  your  friend 

drew  out  is  very  just.''] 

Mr.  Jackton. — There  is  not  any  thing  sur- 
pnsing  that  •  ptrton  eonctponduig  with 
Stone,  should  correspond  on  matters  of*  trade 
and  manufactures ;  ne  is  extremelv  eminent 
io  tint  way ;  in  particular,  he  has  kstely  con- 
itraelad  ft  vtij  Ingt  atunp  oDgliie. 

(On  lofd  Clonmell't  making  farther  obser- 
valioDS  on  the  signature  of  Tfaomas  Popkins,) 

Mr.  Jackson. — I  think  I  can  easily  explain 
that— 1  left  England  some  years  and  be- 
came involved  m  diftculties  which  were  not 

over  when  I  returned— I  applied  to  IVIr. 
Cockayne  to  arrange  my  affiurs;  in  the  meaa 
time,  I  lived  in  obMunty,  and  in  order  to  con- 
ceal myself  the  more  efiectually,  I  begged  that 
any  letter  to  me  might  be  directed  under  the 
name  uf  Thomas  Popkins ;  but  when  I  came 
to  this  country,  not  being  apprehensive  of  any 
personal  danger,  I  went  by  my  own  name; 
and  I  was  a  man  of  as  much  publicity  as  any 
in  town ;  '  another  thing — ttiere  is  no  proof 
that  I  ever  was  emploved  hy  France  ;  if  1  was, 
and  if  they  were  such  a  generous  and  brave 
people,  aa  I  am  topposed  to  have  represented 
them,  they  woulu  at  least  have  paid  my 
debts;  yet  I  was  under  pecuniary  difbcultics 
—now,  tor  a  man  to  come  liere  and  attempt 
an  invasion,  and  yet  not  have  money  to  pay 
his  debts,  is  to  me  as  g^reat  a  mystery  as  any 
that  has  come  out  in  this  business. 

Earl  of  Clonmeil.— I  wish  the  jury  to  attend 
to  Mr.  Jackson's  observations  on  tlie  facts; 
but  they  cannot  attend  to  his  assertion  of  facts 
which  are  not  in  proof.  (Hit  lofdship  tlico 
proceeded) — Here  the  proser  ntion  was  rested. 
— Mr.  Curran,  who  stated  the  prisoner's  case^ 
and  observed  upon  the  evidence,  did  give  a 
promise  to  the  Court,  that  a  witness  would  he 
eiamincd  to  contradict  Cockayne.  No  such 
witness  is  prodoced:— No  witness  was  pro- 
duced by  the  prisoner.  The  counsel  stated 
their  objections  in  point  of  law,  and  after  they 
had  gone  through  their  observations,  and  iiie 
prime  Serjeant  had  gone  half  through  in  leplff 
they  offered  a  witness  to  disc  redit  Corkayne; 
aou  to  be  sure,  if  he  were  discredited,  there 
is  nothing  in  the  case.  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  that  if  you  do  not  believe  him  upon 
his  oath,  you  ought  to  acquit  the  prisoner. 
But  the  vrnness  produced  knew  nothing  per- 
tinent to  tlie  subject ;  he  knew  nothing  or  his 
private  character,  or  any  thing  beyond  his 
practice  aa  an  attorney.  I  womd  rallier  let 
any  fartlier  observations  come  from  UMf 
brethren.  However  there  arc  some  which 
strike  me  as  neces^iary  to  be  made.  Ik  was 
said,  that  tlie  prosecutor  ahould  have  pro* 
duccd  Tone.  Tije  prime  scrjeant  answered 
that — the  prisoner  might  have  produced  iiim* 
— The  papers  sent  up  to  you  go  by  consent- 
It  was  objected,  that  two  witnesses  were  nol 
produced  to  ^he  same  overt  act,  or  one  to  one 
overt  wstf  and  steoond  to  another.  I  have 
g^joit'oy«vlinmits«o11wt  Mjr  brothers 


SB  G£OAG£  ill. 


will  give  you  theirs — I  think  by 
law  of  this  kingdom,  two  witnesses  are  not 


tbst  tht  Piftn  found  in  Jackflon's  room, 

were  found  there.    He  said  he  was  the  friend 


necessary.  The  next  objection  was,  to  show  of  Mr.  Jackson,  and  wished  to  give  evKleoce, 
that  Cockayne  was  a  person  not  to  be  beUevcd  — he  dined  at  my  home  for  that  purpose.  He 
tipon  liis  oath,  and  Ihcy  endeavour  to  blacken  said  he  had  tliese  papers  a  long  time  before 
him  by  showing  what  they  called  the  baseoess  i  the  arrest: — he  had  them  till  twelve  o'ckck 
of  bis  conduct,  being  the  attorney  wnA  friend  |  the  night  before  the  arrest,  and  thai  naghl  he 
"~    ■   '  ''        *  '    put  them  in  the  room  where  Mr.  Jkckaotx 

siepL.  I  laenlioned  this  to  the  counsel,  but 
did  not  with  to  appear  u  a  witncas,  wad 
V.  uu!d  not  now  but  tor  the  eenMit  deiire  of 
the  prisoner. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Solicitor  CeneraL 

You  called  a  witnen  of  the  name  of  Hum- 

ii  ICS  ? — I  did. 

Did  you  not  know  that  Humfrieaeras  gone 
to  the  Isle  of  Man,  iit  the  umr  v  mi  r-i})i?d 
him     If  you  press  roe  lor  my  beliei,  1  believe 


of  the  prisoner.  To  that  it  tnay  be  answered 
I  do  not  say  it  is  the  case,  that  be  was  more 
likely  to  know  the  dmimstancet ;  there  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  any  grudge  or  quarrel 
between  ilicm  .  —but,  however,  the  case  de- 
pends so  much  upon  the  credit  of  Cockayne, 
that  unless  you  do  believe  him,  you  ought  to 
acquit  the  prisoner.  I  wish  not  to  go  fartlier 
into  the  evidence  as  to  what  Carleton  said 
nakuijg  a  second  witness,  being  of  opinion, 
that  a  second  witness  is  not  necessary.  You, 
gentlemen,  will  consider  the  whole  case,  both 


^VU»v>wvu,   »•«•»  v.wuf>uv(  V<»d«.,  WWII   a»  ir.'taw  ■»«  avt   WJ   wu.rvi,  «  W^IK^I^ 

Upon  all  we  evidence  which  hat  been  given  j  he  was,  but  he  was  summoned ;  I  saw  him  at 

and  all  the  papers,  which  will  be  sent  up  to  I  the  qu  trtrr  assembly;  he  was  served  with 

you.  I  do  not  wish  tu  sa^  much  in  the  way  ;  the  summons  last  Tuesday,  and  at  thai  time 

of  obmrvation ;— however  it  is  my  duty  to  say  *  — — '  *'  

something  as  it  arose  upon  my  mind.    It  is 

somewhat  remarkable,  tiiat  Jackson  did  not 

produce  witnesses.  He  was  arrested  in  Apnl 

17M.  He  has  had  the  fame  opportwiity  of 

prcpHrinir  for  his  defence  as  every  other  pri- 

sioner,  and  no  person  has  been  produced. 
Mr.  JaeiboM^^lUy  lordt  the  last  time  the 

trial  was  to  come  on,  the  rrown  put  it  off  on 

account  oi  the  absence  ol  Cockayne,   k  had 

two  witnesses  then ;  William  HumlHes  and 

George  Dodwell.   The  former  is  an  ensign 

in  the  city  of  Dublin  r^ment,  who  could 

have  disproved  the  dechuation  of  Cockayne 

as  stated  by  Mr.  Curran.  Mr.  Humfrics  has 
,been  in  the  Isle  of  Man.  If  vour  lordship 
'  would  hear  my  agjent,  he  would  throw  light 

upon  the  transaction 


I  understood  he 
Yoo  heard  the eiernhMfion  of  Cedmjiie^— 

I  did. 

It  was  not  till  a  considerable  time  after, 
that  bo  was  called  upon  to  be  examined  to  the 
fact,  which  you  contradict? — I  recollect  that 
very  well ;  but  it  was  owing  to  what  Mr. 
Carleton  said  relative  to  some  of  the  papers. 

wi  crc  U  Theobald  Wolfis  Xooe^—i  do 
not  know. 

Do  you  not  believe  he  is  within 
the  process  of  the  Court  ? — where  ia 
believe  be  is  not  in  Dublin. 

Did  you  convene  with  him?— I 
him  more  than  three  or  four  times. 

Did  you  know  iiainilton  KowanP — I  did. 
Did  he  not  escape  immediately  after  Sir. 
Jackson  was  arrested  ? — I  do  not  know 


Earl  of  ClontntU. — I  wo'.iM  v  i^h  to  do  as   exact  time;   I  believe  it  wa"i  ihe  ofMay 


much  as  possible  ior  yuu ;  bui  1  cannot  strain 
the  law. — What  witness  would  you  examine? 

Mr.  Jackson. — 1  had  desired  my  counsel  to 
examine  my  agent,  i  would  examine  my 
agent,  f  would  examine  him  now  to  prove 
that  CocViivnc  sriiil  he  IkhI  p:ipcrs  of  mine  in 
the  moruu)£  ut  my  arrest,  which  he  denied 
upon  the  table  faete. 

The  Counsel  fur  the  Crozcn  slated  that 
Cockayne  had  left  court,  it  being,  at  this  time, 


Did  you  not  hear  the  wiioie  cxamiaalioa  of 
Cockayne  Not  Uie  whol^  for  I  was  gon^ 
back  and  forward. 

Did  you  not  iiear  him  sa^,  that  he  had  a 
letter  of  Jackson's  in  his  poisession? — He  did. 

Where  i  ;  "Mr  I^wins? — I  believe  he  i-.i 
England ;  he  i»  gone  there  about  some  busj^ 
ness  of  his  tincle,  Mr.  Broughall ;  i  believe 
the  crown  might  liavr>  h k!  his  attentl<u\ce  aad 
Mr.  Tone's  too :— but  I  have  heard  tliere  was 


past  three  in  the  morning,  and  could  not  now  \  a  compromise  with  Mr.  T«ie  bv  government 


oe  confix>nled  with  a^y  witness  produced 

Earl  of  Clonmeli. — It  is  irregular  to  exa- 
mine this  witness,  who  has  been  in  court 
during  the  whole  trial,  and  heacdBfr.  Cockayne 
give  his  testimony  If  this  man  could  hiave 
contradicted  that  wiineas  he  ought  then  to 
have  mentioned  it  However  eiamioe  him. 


CruMMh  Siamt  aworn.  —  Exa- 
mined  b;  Mr.  Cemm. 

Had  you  any  conversation  with  Cockayne 
touching  any  paper  found  upon  the  table  in 
Mr.  JacKson's  room?--^!  had:  the  day  I  was 
employed  by  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Cockayne 
cautd  upon  me^  and  said  il  was  lather  hicky. 


1 


that  he  was  not  to  be  urosecu  tea. 

From  whom  did  you  hear  it? — I  am  not  at 
iiuerty  to  mention.  1  5f!>t  heard  a  upon  a 
consultation  of  barristets,  respeclilig  Ms: 
Jackson's  business;  but  I  bsBcd  il  iaeydhft 
manuer,  Uiat  1  believe  iL 

Bv  virtue  of  your  oetlh  do  jos  believe  thai 
is  the  reaaea  he  ia  aol  fceeiculedf**!  da 
believe  il. 

When  did  Lewins  go  to  Bnjami  i 
monti)  ago. 
Ls  he  not  your  apprentice  ? — Yes. 
Did  yoanot  luiow  frocn  the ' 
Tone  was  a  I 
tolbaL 


Do  Mi  mm-UiSm»  that  there  were  meet- 
ings nt  IStiwgale  between  tlio  prisoner,  II. 
JEU^waOy  Xooe,  and  oihon,  which  have  been 
SUtsd  by  C6cku)-ne  ?— >I  believe  they  had 
awne  meetiogs. 

Earl  of  CUmmell. — ^This  is  not  perfectly 
regular.  The  agent  is  not  usually  rcccive<l  as 
aint|Mttfor  hitclkntin  such  a  siluutlun  as 
tne  present  prisoner,  and  nothing  but  that 
^ri  of  leaning  for  the  accused  in  such  a  ^itua- 
Uon.eoiild  i&oee  me  to  Mibtnit.  Wehtve 
been  goitic  too  far. 

Mr.  Justice  Dovnat. — Gentlemen  of  the 
Jury — I  agree  with  my  lord  on  the  law  of  this 
case,  and  alu  r  iht-  full  statement  which  yoti 
have  he<^d,  1  shall  not  trouble  you  with  any 
obsui  vstUNit  on  the  evidence. 


A.  aim  [88C 

the  directiom,  sworn  by  Cockayne  to  be  in  the 

hand-writing  of  the  prii^onrr,  and  by  tnt  tlier 
witness  to  have  been  luuod  m  the  posseiision 
of  8tone»  who  li  sworn  to  have  been  laek- 
son's  correspondent.  And  in  determining 
upon  the  intent  of  the  prisoner  m  putting  or 
causine;  those  two  statements  of  the  afHiirs  of 
Ireland  to  be  put  into  the  posl-oflicc  (if  you 
believe  he  did  so),  it  is  material  to  consider 

f»art  of  Cockayne's  evidence.  You  will  recol- 
ect  the  conversation  of  the  prisoner  with  Mr. 
Hamillon  Rowan  and  Tone  at  Newgate,  about 
sending  Tune  with  written  instructions  to  b« 
conveyed  to  Pteis— whnt  those  instnictioni 
V  t  rr-,  C  ockayne  could  not  tell,  allhous^h  he 
iiad  seen  the  paper  containing  them,  lie 
told  you  thftt  Tone  at  first  agrml  to  go,  but 


Mr.  .Justice  Chamberlaiuc. — I  am  perfectly  ■  that  he  afterwards  retracted,  giving  certain 


of  the  same  opinion  with  my  lord  Clonmell, 
ga  the  law  of  Urn  case ;  and  in  particular, 
I  agrao  that  two  witnesses  are  not  neces- 
sary to  prove  an  overt-act  of  hiii;li  treason 
in  Ireland — the^  are  necessary  in  England 
by  fofoe  of  an  act  of  parliament,  which 
never  was  enacted  in  this  kingdom.  Cockayne 
is  certainly  the  only  wilne^  to  prove  the 
moot  outterial  ftets  io  tins  case;  but  it  is 
most  esseiilial  that  you  shall  consider  whe- 
ther his  evidence  is  or  u»  not  confirmed 


reasons,  whereupon  Cockayne  told  you,  that 
the  prisoner  gave  encouragement  to-  Doctor 
Reynolds  to  go,  but  that  the  result  was,  that 
neither  went.  And  you  will  con'-ider  whether 
it  is  or  is  not  to  be  reasonatjiy  interred  that 
the  instmeUons  spoken  of  by  those  persons  at 
Newi:itp,  were  the  same  with  those  that  were 
found  (accordmg  to  the  evidence)  io  a  tew 
days  after  in  the  post  office,  precise  counter- 
parts whereof  are  sworn  by  Mr.  Oliver  Carle- 
ton  to  have  been  found  on  the  prisoner's 


by  the  papers  which  have  been  read,  one  of  table,  at  the  time  when  he  was  apprehended  i 


which,  It  IS  true,  has  been  sworn  by  Cockayne 
alone  to  be  the  hand-wntmg  of  the  prisoner, 
but  two  others  have  been  sworn  by  another 
witness,  Mr.  CariettHi,  to  have  been  found  on 
the  hdjie  of  the  prisoner  at  his  bed-side,  at 
tiic  tiinc  he  was  taken.  If  you  believe  that 
those  two  papers,  purporting  to  be  a  stale- 
IDfiOt  of  the  afl  lir";  ot  litis  kingdom,  were 


tlien  you  will  consider  whether  upon  find- 
ing, that  neither  Tone  nor  ileynolds  would  go 
upon  this  mission,  the  prisoner  resorted  to  the 
post-oflice,  and  took  that  method  of  sending 
the  insiiuclion'5.  It  was  reniarke  '  by  t!)** 
prisoner  himself,  titat  of  lUe  two  places  u> 
which  the  papers  containing  "  a  statement  of 
Irish  affairs,"  were  directed,  one  was  at  w-.^r 


found  io  the  possession  of  the  prisoner,  then  |  with  France,  and  the  other  a  neutral  port.— 
you  are  to  consider  wbetftcr  the  fact  of  two  And  I  agree  that  if  you  are  not  satisfied  that 

precise  counterparts  thereof  beinpj  found  in  those  instructions  were  intended  to  be  for- 
the  post-ofiice  (as  Mr.  Do  Juncourt  has  sworn)  j  ward^  from  one  of  those  places  to  those  wiK» 
does  or  does  not  confirm  what  Cockayne  has 
sworn,  as  to  this  material  part  of  the  case, 
viz.  That  ti)Oi»e  papers  so  tound  m  the  poAt- 
oifice  were  written  by  the  direction  or  the 
prisoner,  with  a  declared  intention  that  they 
should  he  put  into  the  post-office.    But  in 
comidering  the  overt-act  in  proof  of  which 
faro  ftapera  so  found  in  tlie  poat-office  have 
been  rt-  id,  it  is  of  the  es'^cnce  of  the  case  that 
you  ^iiiili  be  satishcd  Uiat  this  statement  of 
the  situation  of  affiura  in  Ireland  not  only  .      .  ^  u 

was  s.nt,  or  put  into  the  po-=t-offKe  by  the  &  tt/.!^_°i?L"f.?iA^.. 


possessed  the  government  of  France  at  that 

time,  YOU  cannot  make  any  thini:;  of  this, 
the  most  material  overtract  that  is  charged  by 
this  indictment. 

At  a  quarter  before  four  o'clock  on  Friday 
morning,  the  jurv  retired,  and  after  being  en- 
closed about  half  an  hour,  returned  with  • 
verdict  of  GuiLTT. 

Foreman. — Mv  lord.  I  am  directed  by  the 


directions  of  Jackson,  but  that  his  intent 
thmia  waa,  that  that  statement  should  be 

delivered  to  the  governiui;  powers  in  France, 
as  U  cliarged  by  the  indictment.— The  prisoner 
has  obstfved  that  one  copy  was  directed  to 
.Amsterdam,  in  a  country  then  at  w  ,ir  with 
France,  another  to  Hamburgh  (a  neutral  port), 
and  therefore  yo\i  will  coubider  whettier  ttiose 
atatementa  were  intended  merely  as  informa- 
tion to  the  person"  to  whom  they  arc  addressed 
at  tiio&e  places,  or  whether  they  were  to  go 
larthcr  -and  in  this  partof  ihecaae  it  is  It 
that  you  should  consider  the  paper  containing 
VOL.  XXV. 


from  his  years  and  situation  in  life. 
Court.— iiA\e  you  any  doubts  in your  minds 

with  respect  to  the  evidence  ? 

Foreman. — Not  the  least. 

The  prisoner  was  then  remanded,  and  the 
Court  saying,  that  four  day?  mu«st  intervene, 
before  judgment  could  be  pronounced,  he  was 
ordered  to  be  brought  up  on  Thursday,  April 
doth. 

No(e. — Soon  after  Mr.  Attorney  General 
began  the  statement  of  the  case,  Mr. 
Curran  applied  to  the  Court,  to  have  the 
witoaases  for  the  Crown  removed  from 
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the  hearing  of  counsel.  Mr.  Attorney 
General  consentingp  tha  order  was  ac<* 
cordingly  made. 
Nate  aUo.-^Tltaii  Mr.  Jackson,  during  the 
trial  having  said,  liP  rotiid  not  hear  the 
witnesses,  the  Court  directed  that  he 
should  be  brouebt  fonracd  firom  the  dock 
nearer  lo  tbe  teble.* 


Thursday,  April,  30,  1795. 

This  (lay  Mr.  Jackson  was  brought  up  for 

Judgment. 

Cicrk  of  the  Croarn .—Gaoler,  s«t  Hie  nr. 

William  jackson  lo  the  bar. 

liold  up  yuur  right  hand. 

Mr.  JaeksoD  accordingly  held  up  his  riglit 
hand. 

Then  the  clerk  of  the  crown  proceeded  to 
read  the  indictment. 

Mr.  JW'iVa//v.— My  lords,  Mr.  Curran  is 
aot  yet  come,  but  any  gentleman,  as  amicus 
otrim  may  suggest  to  the  Court.  It  is  so 
ruled.  It* is  Mr.  Curran's  wish  that  the  cap- 
tion may  be  read,  as  well  as  the  o\]-pr  parts 
of  llie  iiulictment.  It  is  Mr.  Curr.ui '^  wish  it 
should  lie  read,  it  is  not  a  suggestion  of  mine. 

Earl  of  Clonmcll. — From  the  prisoner's  ap- 
parent ill  state  of  health,  if  any  advantage 
IS  to  be  taken  fi^m  reading  the  indictment, 
I  should  be  glad  it  may  be  read  through.  But 
seeing  his  ill  state  of  health,  I  would  not 
t»ish  to  increase  his  labour  by  waiting.  But 
do  as  you  please. 

Mr.  M*Nally.—My  lord,  let  the  clerk  of 
the  crown  read  three  or  four  lines. 

Court. — Do  so. 

Mr.  A'd//»;  — My  lords,  by  the  statute  of 
George  aud  in  ilua  coinitry,  founded  on  the 
ataUites  of  Wjjham  and  Anne  in  England,  re- 
golating  trial.-,  of  liij.;!!  treason,  the  prisoner 
char-^cd  uiih  lltat  ofJeuce  iseuliUed  to  a  copy 
of  the  indictment.  It  has  been  ruled  that  that 
includes  the  caption,  and  it  is  also  ruled,  that 
if,  the  prisoner  does  nut  avail  himself  of  the 
objection  previous  to  plea  pleaded,  he  loses 
the  benefit  of  it.  Now,  my  lord.s,  this  gen- 
tleman was  served  with  a  copy  of  the  indict- 
ment in  the  usual  time,  but  there  was  no 
caption  annexed  to  the  copy  that  was  served 
on  him,  but  as  it  has  not  f>ccn  usual  in  ca«cs 

of  felony  to  make  up  the  caption  till  alter  to  call  on  the  Court  to  pronounce  jud^iatat 
the  conviction,  it  is  pos.Mble,  that  there  may  '  on  Mr.  .fackson. 


Clerk  of  the  Croam. — ^The  record  is  not 
made  up ;  and  the  caption  not  being  part  of 
the  indictment,  docs  not  appear  until  the  iq> 
die  Intent  is  put  upon  the  record* 

Earl  of  Clonmell. —  As  yon  arc  rircuQH 
stanced,  you  cannot  take  advantage  of  it. 

Mr.  iM*^a/^.-— The  prisoner  then  deinands 
to  know  whether  there  be  a  caption  on  the 
record. 

Earl  of  ClmmeH. — wish  the  eooosel  as- 
signed iSIr.  J.ickson  would  appear. 

Mr.  M'Nulli/. — I  wish  so  tou,  my  lord,  for 
feeling  as  1  do  at  present,  i  am  laile  able  to 
goon. 

[The  Court  waiting  some  tine  for  the  coutt* 
sel  for  the  crown,  Mr.  Currao  came  in  ia  the 

iiilerval.j 

Earl  of  ChnmelL. — If  there  be  nobody  to 
pray  judgment  on  this  man,  he  must  be  i«- 

manded. 

Mr.  Curron. — My  lords,  I  conceive  that  if 
tlie  prisoner  thinks  he  has  reason  to  make 
any  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment^  that  this  ia 

the  tunc. 

Earl  of  Clonmell. — The  first  step  in  such  a 
business  Is  for  the  attorney  or  solieitor^ge- 
neral,  or  some  other  of  the  king's  servants  lo 
pray  judgment  on  the  person  who  is  called 
up :  that  was  the  case  of  Dr.  Hensey,  and 
several  other  cases  in  the  State  Trials. 

M.t,Curran. — I  speak  not  ot  the  gentlemen 
conducting  the  prosecution ;  I  speak  merely 
between  tlie  prisoner,  the  Court,  and  the 
record ;  I  only  mean  that  whenever  it  shall 
be  the  pleasure  of  the  Court  to  go  into  this 
business,  every  thing  shall  continue  in  the 
same  situation ;  that  there  shall  be  no  altera- 
tion ui  tlic  record. 

Earl  of  Cionmell. — It  may  be  a  full  answer 
to  what  you  say,  that  the  Court  would  n.  t  be 
ancillary  to  putting  your  client  into  a  worse 
situation,  whenever  the  matter  comes  on. 

Mr.  Cttinan.— it  is,  my  lord,  a  complete 
answer. 

[4Jere  Mr.  Attorney  General  came  into 
court  and  apoI<M^aed  for  his  abstuui,  wbkh 
was  occaudwd  by  iodispensahbbusineaft  tlKK 

wl;cre.j 

Mr.  Aftflrney  Grvprnl. — Tt  is  nnw  rr»y  dv.ty 


not  be  any  caption  in  this  indirlment.  I 
wish  Mr.  Jdck:>un  may  be  convinced  whether 
there  is  any  caption  on  the  record  or  not  If 
there  had  bctn  sucli,  in  a  former  stage  of  the 
ptpsoculion,  the  smallest  variance  between 
that  and  the  indictment  would  be  a  good 


Ch  ric  of  the  Crown.— Set  the  Rev.  WUJiani 

Jackson  iurvvard. 


[Mr.  Jackson  was  set  forward.] 
Clerk  ^  the  Crown. — IIolU^  up  your  ri 


hand. 


Jackson  then  held  up  his 


ricia 
jnffA 


ground  of  objection.  It  is  the  prisoner's  wish  i  hand,  but  in  a  short  time  let  it  fall,  beiog^  Vt 
.  .  t     •        .  .  ,      ^ppgjranre  in  a  very  feeble  stale.] 

[Hero  the  indictment  was  read.] 

Clerk  of  the  Crown. — Upon  this  indictment 
you  have  been  arraigned  j  upon  yourarrauan- 
mcnt  have  pleaded  Not  Guilty,  and  fbr  |nU 
bBve  put  yourself  on  God  'andjout  c4un- 


to  see  thai  the  caption  is  on  the  record. 

Eartof  C/oMDie//.— I  sec  nothing  in  the*  ob- 
jection. You  should  iiave  had  a  copy  of  the 
Whole  record  if  you  had  applied  be  Pure. 

*  Sec  the  Case  of  John  Sfonie  Tooke, 
pp.  6,  d  Mf.  of  Ihia  VolwMu 
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try.  which  country  hath  found  you  Guilty — 
\Vnat  have  ycu  now  tg  say  why  judgment  of 
tfeath  and  excculion  thereon  should  not  be 
awarded  against  y<iu  ru(  i  rdiiii;  to  law  ? 

Mr.  Cur  ran. — I  humbly  uiuvc  lliat  the 
wliole  of  the  reccHrd  on  which  Mr.  Attoniey- 
Gencral  has  pi  ivcil  jiKlgmtnl  he  read  over. 

Earl  of  Clmifiuii-—^lf'  Altorney  Geueral, 
you  hear  wliat  is  moved. 

Mr.  /t!!i<t  nty  Ceneral. — In  the  case  of 
M'Dcrmoll,*  1  recollect  fla-  same  applirulion 
was  made,  and  the  Court  iicld  ihcui  not  en- 
titled to  it. 

IMr.  Vonwuhtf. — Thul  was  a  case  of  felony  ; 
hut  I  a  a  case  of  trea&ou  I  conceive  wc  arc 
imiillcd. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  do  not  sec  what 
difi'ereuce  tlial  oiakes;  the  statute  does  not 
IBtke  any. 

Mr.  Pousonht/. — We  wi<^h  to  have  tire  whole, 
the  caption  as  well  as  the  indictment,  read ; 
■in  case  «f  lrefu>un,  the  prisoner  is  entitled  to 
a  copy  of  the  caption  aa  well  as  of  the  indict- 
meut. 

Mr.  Altorney  General. — I  acknowledge  they 
had  a  right  to  have  a  copy  of  the  caption,  and 
therefore  they  have  a  right  to  have  it  read. 

[The  Clerk  of  the  crown  read  the  captioo.] 

Pleas  before  ovir  lord  the  king,  at  the 
kine's  courts  of  Ihuity  term,  in  llie  ii4thyear 
of  rae  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord  George  the 
3rd,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  CJreat  Britain, 
France  and  Ireland,  king,  defeurli  r  of  the 
fiutli,  and  so  forth.  Witness,  John  carl  of 
Clonmell.  II.  and  R.  Conway.  County  of 
tlie  city  of  Dublui  to  wit.  Be  it  rtnu-mhered, 
tluit  on  1  riJay  next  after  the  nturrow  of  the 
tloly  Trinity  ui  this  same  term,  before  our  lord 
the  king  in  the  king's  courts,  upon  the  oath 
of  tw  elve  jurors,  honest  and  lawiul  men  of  the 
body  of  the  county  of  ibe  city  of  Dublin^  U  is 
presented  iu  maiiner  and  form  following^  that 
IS  to  say"'— • 

Mr.  Carrsad— Will  you  allow  us  to  look  at 
the  record? 

^  Mr.  Attamei/  General. — No,  you  have  no 
light  to  it.  As  to  the  objection  of  having  no 
ci^  of  the  indictment  it  comes  too  late  now, 

after  pleading. 

[Clerk  of  the  crown,  hy  Hevirc  of  the  pri- 
soner's counsel,  read  the  cajition  again.] 

Mr.  Curran. — I  ani  one  of  the  counsel  as- 
signed to  the  prisoner :  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  act  does  give  him  a  right  to  have  a  copy 
of  the  whole  indictment,  served  on  hiw  ui 
due  time  before  trial,  and  no  doubt  also,  that 
has  been  considered  as  e.xtendin';  not  only  to 
what  is  generally  called  the  indictment,  but 
to  the  caption  also,  and  it  appears  to  be  the 
constant  usage  to  serve  the  parties  with  a 
copy  of  Uw  capti<m  as  well  as  of  the  iadict- 

*  This  case  will  be  found  in  the  first  Vol. 
of  Ridge  way,  Uipp,  and  Schoalcs*s  Irish  Term 
Hepbrts,  178. 
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mcnt  properly  so  called.  I  need  not  cite  any 
authority  for  this;  it  is  to  he  found  m  lite 
third  page  of  Foster.  I  did  understand  thaft 
before  I  came  into  court,  tlieoiT.ecr  said  ther  e 
was  no  caption;  the  fact  however  is,  that  my 
client  has  never  had  any  copy  of  it. 

]\!r.  Justire  Dntmes. — You  do  not  exactly 
State  what  the  oflicer  said ;  he  said  the  capliofi 
made  no  part  of  the  indictment. 

Mr.  Curran. — The  fact  is,  that  the  prisoner 
has  had  no  copy  of  it ;  and  of  that  lact,  if  you 
think  it  necessary,  he  is  ready  to  make  alS- 
davit.    I  know  what  may  be  i^aid  in  answer 
to  this  objection,  so  far  as  it  is  an  olijection. — 
Foster  docs  say,  that  if  the  prisoner  pleaded 
without  a  copy  of  the  caption  he  is  too  late 
afterwards  to  make  that  objection  or  any  ob- 
jection turning  on  a  defect  in  the  copy ;  fur 
by  pleading  he  hasadmitted  a  sufficient  copy. 
Now,  my  lords,  having  learned  that  the  pri- 
soner was  not  served Vith  any  copy  of  the 
caption,  it  was  supposed  that  there  was  not 
any,  and  therefore  it  was  thought  improper  to 
say  any  thing  about  the  matter  before ;  it  was 
conceived  by  the  prisoner  and  his  counsel, 
and  rightly,  that  there  must  be  such  a  recoril 
as  on  the  entire  of  it  would  warrant  the  judg- 
ment tu  be  pronounced  by  the  Court;  reading 
this  caption,  such  as  it  is,  is  a  surprise  on  the 
pri'^oncr  and  his  counsel ;  they  h.'.ve  therefore 
no  opportunity  of  considering,  on  the  foot  of 
the  caption  as  read,  and  of  which  they  had  nO 
copy,  whether  there  may  not  uri^e  an  objec- 
tion that  nuEht  warrant  an  arrest  of  judg- 
ment One  objection  strikes  me  on  reading 
it— it  does  not  name  the  jurors  by  whom  the 
bill  of  indictment  is  supposed  to  have  been 
found.   Tlie  caption  of  the  indictment  in  the 
ease  of  the  rebels  in  174C  does  name  thejiuy. 
If  it  should  appear  to  the  Couit  that  a  man 
has  been  lirought  to  trial  and  convicted  where 
he  has  not  in  fact  had  the  advantages  which 
the  law  gives  him  fur  his  information  and  di- 
rection. It  would  be  lur  the  Court  tu  consider 
whether  by  pleading  over  in  chief,  he  shall  be 
conceived  tu  liav  e  waived  th'^se  advantages 
altogether;  that  he  has  waived  Ihera  in  part 
is  certainly  tnie;  he  has  waived  them  so 
far  as  regards  the  correctness  of  the  copy ; 
butwhetlier  it  would  follow  that  Ins  pleading 
over  is  an  admission  tliat  he  had  a  copy  in 
fact  served  on  him,  will  be  for  the  Court  tn 
consider.    Your  lordships  were  pleased  to  in- 
timate some  iuclination  to  let  the  prisoner  be 
remanded  and  brought  up  some  other  day. 

Karl  of  Cloni/icll. — All  the  Court  meant  tO 
say  was  that  they  would  yield  to  necessity. 

Mr.  Ctirraa.— I  did  not  mean  to  press  it 
unless  your  lordships  were  inclined  from  ne- 
cessity ;  but  there  is  one  reason  rather  than 
any  other,  on  which  you  might  think  it  ought 
to  be  done;  the  prisoner  has  been  most  vio- 
lently ir.disposen  all  day  ;  he  is  at  present  in 
a  state  of  body  that  renders  any  conimunica- 
tion  between  him  and  his  counsel  alnpost  im* 
practicable;  he  has  every  symptom  of  malady 
and  disease  about  hiuK  as  you  might  have 
•eeii  vben  be  was  put  mrwara. 
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Mr  F'-insiwhy. — ^The  names  of  the  grand 
^jurors  ought  to  be  set  out  m  this  and  every 
otheecueof  the  same  kind;  if  the  persons 
whu  fuund  this  bill  were  unqualified  to  act  as 
grand  jurors,  it  is  no  indictment.  I  could  not 
nave  made  this  objection  before,  never  having 
6ccn  a  copy  of  the  caption;  your  iurdship  will 
let  us  have  time  to  r(>nsid«jr  ihis  objection. 

Mr.  Attorney  General- — Tile  application  to 
yourlordship  is,  toreroand  the  prisoner,  in  order 
that  he  may  have  ■m\  opportunity  of  considering 
the  objection  that  is  now  made.  1  am  sure,  to 
indulge  my  own  feelings  I  should  be  happy  to 
grant  what  he  desires;  but  it  seems  to  roe  an 
application  very  needless,  and  what  will  pro- 
duce no  frail.  The  capUon  it  apldn  on^ 
and  he  has  pleaded  to  it  as  sufficient,  and  has 
been  tried  on  it ;  I  hope  you  will  now  put  the 
gentlemen  to  argue  their  objections,  as  tlic 
rule  always  is  to  aigiie  motions  in  anest  of 
judgment  when  they  are  made. 
'  ferl  of  Clonmell. — ^They  have  stated  their 
'reason ;  what  do  you  say  as  to  the  caption 
not  having  the  names  of  the  jurors? 
•    Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  say  it  is  not  ne- 
cesaary,  and  has  not  been^e  pcactice;  it  h  a 
record  of  the  Court  which  states  that  the 
furors  for  our  lord  tbe  king,  have  fuund  a  bill 
of  indictment;  when  it  is  read,  he  pleads  to  it 
as  a  sufficient  one.   If  the  individuals  of  the 
jury  furnish  any  objection,  he  should  have 
taken  advantage  of  it  before  plea  pleaded — he 
might  then  have  stated  any  thing  which  he 
thought  a  snfficient  olijectton  to  the  return  of 
tbe  grand  jury,  or  (he  circumstances  aifecting 
them;  he  might  in  other  stages  of  the  prose* 
cution  have  avuiletf  himself  of  that  objection. 
But  though  Uie  names  of  the  grand  jurors 
'  were  placed  on  the  record,  and  a  substantial 
objection  to  every  one  of  them  as  erand  jurors, 
and  even  though  there  were  a  substantial  ob- 
jection to  the  sherlflT  who  returned  tbe  panel, 
after  plea  pleaded  he  could  take  no  advantage 
of  stich  objections ;  because,  at  the  moment 
he  pleailed,  he  admitted  the  sufficiency  of  the 
persons  who  tound  the  bill  and  who  returned 
the  panel;  and  it  would  be  strange  to  admit 
that  for  error,  which,  if  on  the  lace  of  the  in- 
dictment, would  not  furnish  a  ground  of  ob- 
jection, on  which  error  could  be  brought  or 
judgment  be  reversed ;  therefore  it  seems  per- 
'fectiy  nugatory.  You  have  the  caption  taken 
according  to  the  practice  of  the  Court ;  but 
though  it  were  not,  it  is  not  necessary  it  should 
appear  on  the  face  of  the  record  ror  the  rea- 
sons mentioned ,  and,  bv  pleading,  he  has  ac- 
knowledged it  to  he  such  as  he  should  plead 
to.    His liaving^  pleaded  will  not  prevent  him 
from  having  his  objections  to  any  thing  ap- 
pfarjnt»  on  the  indictment  itself.    But  he  ad- 
mits that  it  is  well  found:  and  even  if  it  had 
what  he  wants,  it  would  furnish  no  ground  for 
an  arrest  of  judgment. 

Earlof  C/orjmr//.— Mp-brothers  wish  to  hear 
if  ypu  have  any  authonties  to  support  theoh* 
jettion. 

Mr.  Pofumbj/t—lhtu  you  wish  us  to  urge 
it  this  day  ^ 
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Earl  of  Clnnmell. — Yes,  certainly.  I  be- 
lieve it  IS  lenity  to  the  priscMiier  to  dispotsef 
it  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  PoHsonly.-^At  to  the  practice,  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  any  practice  upon  the 
subject.  I  do  not  know  that  there  has  beea 
a  bill  of  indictment  for  high  tmson  in  dus 
court  for  upward.s  of  one  hundred  years  past ; 
therefore,  as  to  the  practice,  it  would  puzzlt 
a  man  older  than  any  of  the  officers  of  ths 
court  to  give  any  account  of  it.  First  then,  it 
appears  from  I'oster  that  the  names  of  the 
grand  jurors  were  set  out  in  the  caption.  The 
attorney-general  has  been  pleased  to  say 
thai,  b^  pleading,  we  have  cured  this  defect, 
if  ti^  It  was.  But  tbe  first  principle  of  the 
crimmal  law  is,  that  a  verdict  cores  nothing. 

[Here  the  prisoner  growing  exceediiid| 
flaunt,  the  C'furt  ordpred  the  windows  tO  M 
o|>ened,  that  \ir  vliuulcl  liave  free  air.] 

Mr.  Ponwnlry  continued,  the  Statute  of jnf 
tuU  does  not  apply.  If  it  ever  woa  error,  it  a 
error  still.  I  humbly  conceive,  that  you  can* 
not  be  warranted  to  pronounce  judgment,  ao> 
less  it  appears  that  tne  bill  of  indictment  wn 
regularly  taken  and  rrliirncd,  as  such  bill 
ought  to  be.  That  the  names  of  the  jurors 
should  be  set  out,  is  plain  for  two  reasons,  fint 
that  the  prisoner  might  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  object  to  them,  as  not  being  qusJiSed 
to  be  grand  jurors.  Secondly,  that  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  objecting  to  tben^  if 
they  were  called  uu  the  petit  jury,  because 
otherwise  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  know 
who  composed  it,  and  these  very  persons  who 
found  tlic  bill  may  be  put  on  the  petit  jui7. 
if  it  does  not  appear  on  the  recoro,  that  aU 
things  were  legally  done,  the  Court  cannot 
pronouncejudgment.  It  is  not  sufilcient  to 
say  that  the  charges  arc  sufficiently  laid  in 
the  indictment  itself.  Tt  is  not  any  answer 
to  our  objection  to  say  that. we  do  not  object 
to  tlie  counts  which  charge  the  treason ;  but 
I  say  it  is  necessary  that  on  the  record  ilstif, 
as  it  stands  made  up,  all  tlie  circumstances 
should  appear  legally  done.  And  if  tbeydo 
not  appear  so,  tlie  Court  cannot  pronounce 
judgnient.  It  is  not  merely  on  the  iodiel- 
mcnt  and  rcrdirt  that  the  Court  pronounces 
it»  judgment ;  il  is  ou  the  whole  record,  bup- 
pose  there  aopeared  a  plain,  manifest,  and  «iv 
conlroverleu  error  in  the  caption  of  the  il^ 
diciment,  could  it  be  argued  that  the  Court 
would  be  warranted  in  giving  judgment? 

[By  this  time  tbe  prisoner,  having  sunk 
upon  bis  chair,  appeared  to  bo  in  ft  fills  of 

extreme  debility.] 

Earl  of  Clonmell. — If  the  prisoner  is  io  a 
state  of  insensibility,  it  is  impos^ble  that  I 
can  pronounce  the  judgment  of  tbe  Court 
upon  hiin.  If  Fobter  had  not  mentioned  a 
like  instance  (the  case  of  an  old  wooisft 
brought  up  to  the  Old  Bailey)  boiinii^  end 
common  sense  would  require  thai  bft  Wtri$ 
be  in  a  state  of  seosibiliJo^. 


for  High  treason. 

Mr.  Attomttf  General. — On  that  ground  I  j 
lutve  no  objection  lo  his  being  remanded ;  it 
was  on  lli<;  uiher  ground  that  I  objected. 

Mr.  Curran.—\  our  lordship  did  Uie  &aroe 
in  tlw  ca«e  of  the  Walshes,  £ilberuid  mo. 

jStfl  of  C&M«R<a.^I  did? 

[Here  the  Clerk  of  the  Crowa  read  the  cap- 

lie  a  again.] 

Mr.  Ponsonbjf. — It  does  not  state  that  tbcy 
were  sworn  to  try  and  inquire. 
Mr.  Justice  jMipiiei.-*lt  is, «« their  oof  At. 

[Here  tlic  prisoner  becoming  perfeetlj  in- 
«*uii^ihlr',  Dr.  Thomas  Wiiite,  who  was  present 
la  court,  wasdesired  to  ^ointo  the  dock  to  htm. 
He  amr  some  euuniiiatioo  informed  the 
Court,  there  was  every  apprehension^  he 
wouid  go  oft  jminediately. 

Ur.  Tktmai  KituUjf,  who  was  in  the  jury 
1k>x.  said,  he  would  go  down  to  him ;  be  ac« 

coraingty  went  into  the  dock,  and  in  a  sliort 
time  inturmcd  the  Court  that  the  prisoucr 
was  cerlaiijly  dying. 
The  Court  ordered  Mr.  Kinsley  to  he  sworn. 

He  was  ««\vurn  accordingly. 
Earl  of  CLonmtU, — Arc  you  in  any  pro- 
fession ^ 

Mr.  Kin$le^j-—l  an  an  ^lothecaiy  and 
druggisl. 

^BSA  of  C/lmiiw//.— Can  you  say  you  under- 
stand your  ]|^(lfc'^'^ion  biifHciently,  so  aS  to 
apeak  ot  Ute  slate  ot  the  prisoner 

Mr.  KituU^. — I  can.  I  think  him  ver^ng 
to  clcrnity  ;  he  has  erery  symptoni  of  death 
jtbout  him. 

Earl  of  Clonmell. — Do  you  conceive  him 
insensible,  or  in  that  state,  as  to  be  able  to 
hear  the  judgment,  or  what  may  be  said  for 
or  against  him? 

Sir.  Kins  ry.— Quite  the  oootrafy.  I  do  not 
think  he  (  an  hear  his  judjirnir-iit 

Earl  of  Clonmell. — Then  he  must  be  taken 
away.  Take  care  in  sending,  him  away,  that 
you  do  nnt  any  mischier.  Let  him  be  re-  j 
xuanded  until  farllier  urdcrs,  and  I  believe  it 
much  for  his  advantage,  as  for  all  of  yours,  to 
adjourn. 

Yhc  Sheriff  informed  the  Court  that  the 
prisoner  was  dead. 

£arl  ot  Clonmell.— I. c\  an  inmiisition,  and  a 
respectable  one,  be  held  un  tne  body.  You 
should  carefully  in(]^uire  when  and  by  what 
jneaiif  he  died. 


The  Court  then  adjourned,  and  the  body  of 

the  deceased  remained  in  the  dork,  without 
beine  moved  from  the  position  in  which  he 
had  9ied,  until  nine  uVlock  of  the  following 

niornin'^,  .M;iy  1st,  whr  n  an  inquisition  wiis 
held  upon  a  view  of  the  body.  Surgeons 
Huine  and  Adrian  were  examined;  they  open- 
ed the  body  and  found  nc.^r  a  pint  of  acrid 
matter  in  tin-  ^lorniich,  which  was  entirety 
cocrotled;  but  liic  t^oweb  were  not  at  aii 
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affected,  the  matter  not  iiaving  pa&sed  to 
them.  Mr.  Hume  was  of  opinion,  tliat  the 

matter  in  tlic  >?tomarh  was  a  melallic  poison, 
that  it  caused  the  death  of  the  deceased,  and 
that  no  diet  could  have  occasioned  such  ap« 
pearanres  as  the  slomarh  exhibited :  it  was 
impossible  the  deceased  could  survive,  the 
matter  being  of  such  a  mortal  nature,  ap- 
peared from  the  i^ymptoms. 

Mr.  Cre^g,  the  gaoler,  was  al:iO  examined; 
he  said  tnp  deceased  was  visited  by  Mrs, 
.Tackson,  in  the  morning,  before  he  was 
broui^ht  up  to  court — witiicss  wt  r.t  nno  the 
room,  ami  perceived  .Mr.  Jackson  nmch  agi- 
tated ;  he  said  he  had  taken  some  tea  which 
always  (lis, ip:;rcrd  wirh  him,  nhfn  his  spirits 
were  depressed ;  imraediatcly  after  which  he 
vomited  veiy  violently. 


iKouismoK  AND  VaintcT. 

Cou)!y  of  Dublin,}  As  Inquisition  indented 
to  wit.  >  taken  and  held  for  our 
sovereign  lord  the  kine.  at  tiie  place  com- 
monly called  or  kuown  oy  the  name  ol  the 
court  uf  King's-bench,  ill  the  said  county  of 
Dublin,  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  r.sth  j-ear 
of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  ionl  George  the 
3rd,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain, 
I  rancc  and  Ireland,  king,  defender  of  the 
faith  and  so  forth,  before  George  licpeostal, 
esq.  one  of  the  coroners  ofonrsiud  ford  the 
kin-r,  f'oT  tlic  ^iiil  c  iiuty,  on  view  of  the  body 
ot  the  Rev.  v\  tUiam  Jackson,  then  and  there 
lying  dead,  upon  the  oath  of  John  King,  Wil- 
liam Gibson,  John  Brooke,  Christopiicr  iialli- 
ean,  Thomas  Saunders,  John  Flunket,  Francis 
Uammil,Thomas  Mangao,  John  Ellery,  James 
Byciield,  John  Keane,  and  James  Murphy, 
good  and  lawful  men,  u!  t  fie  '-  lid  county,  duly 
chosen,  and  who  bemg  ilitu  and  there  duly 
sworn  and  charged  to  in({uire,  for  our  tara 
lord  ihe  kins',  when,  liow.and  by  whalmeans 
the  said  NVilIiam  Jackhon  came  to  his  death, 
do,  upon  their  oaths,  say. 

We  find  that  the  deceased  William  Jack- 
son died  on  the  30th  of  April,  in  consequence 
of  some  acrid  and  mortal  matter  taken  into 
h\9,  stomacti,  but  how  or  by  whom  adoiiDiS* 
tered  is  to  the  jury  unknown. 


A  Paper,  of  winch  the  following  is  a  copy, 
was  found  in  the  pocket  of  the  deceased, 
in  hb  own  hand-writing  s 

Tiirn  Thee  unto  mc,  and  have  mercy  upon 

me ;  for  I  am  desolate  and  afflicted! 

The  troubles  of  my  heart  are  enlarged;  O 
bring  Thou  me  out  of  my  distresses ! 

Look  upon  mine  afiUctioa  and  my  pain; 
and  forgive  all  my  sins ! 

Consider  mine  enemies  for  thev  arc  many ; 
and  they  hate  me  with  a  cruel  violence ! 

O  keep  my  soul,  and  deliver  me.  Let  mc 
not  be  aahamed,  for  1  put  my  trust  iu  Thee, 
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608.   Proceedings  on  the  Trial  of  Major  Sir  Archibald  Gobdou 

KiNLOcn,  of  Gilmerton,  Bart,  for  the  Murder  of  Sir 
Francis  Kinloch,  Bart,  his  Brother-German.*  Tried 
before  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary  at  Edinburgh*  on 
Monday  June  29;  35  George  III.  a.  d.  1795.t 


The  prtsouer  was  brought  to  the  bar  a  hltle 
before  tea  o^eloclb^He  wes  dieiwd  in  bleck ; 
and  his  dem^nor  was  dccf  iit  and  rcspccKnl. 
lie  was  attended  by  sir  Jcotiier  Cuolifie,  bart. 
his  brothep-iiiJair^  and  Jamet  Wilkic  «f  Font 
den,  esq.  his  oousm-german. 

The  Judges^  in  their  justidaiy-robes,  fwe* 

ceded  by  a  maccr,  bearing  the  justiciary  mace, 
floon  after  took  their  places  on  the  bench  i& 
the  following  eiders  vn. 

-  Lord  Jmtiee  Clerk,  [Mac.  Queen'];  lord 

Eskgrove,  r;if"'-('r'.var(l5  I.ord  .Tii'-tictj  Clerk]; 
lord  Swinton,  lord  Dunsiiman,  lord  Craig. 

In  tupport  the  Protecution,  appeared, 
Robert  Duodas,  esq.  his  majeslv's  advocate, 
[afterwards  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the  Ezche- 
auer};  Robert  Blair,  esq.  St  ltcitor  General, 
rafter  wards  Lord  President  ui  the  Court  of 
teitioa];  John fiumet,  ;csq.  Advocate;  Mr. 
Hi^  Wwrsnder,  Agent. 

JW  the  Panel  appeared,  David  Hume,  esq. 
Charles  Hopp,  esq.  [afterwards  Lord  President 
of  the  Court  of  Session] ;  William  Rae,  esq. 
Dmrid  Monypennv,  esq  [afterwards  a  Lord  of 
Se^Mnn,  and  of  Justiciary,  and  a  Lord  Com- 
missioner of  the  Jury  Court,  with  the  title  of 
Lord  PHimUj^-'AdTOcates.' 

Messrs.  James  and  CtMiiies  Bremoer, 
Agents. 

Silence  being  proclaimed,  the  Clerk  of 
Court  ordered  a  uiacer  w  call  Hubert  Uundas, 
esq.  his  OMyeety's  advocate,  for  his  in^esty's 
interest,  ag^ust  uijyor  sir  Archibdld  (ioidon 
Kinloch  ot  Gilmerton,  baronet;  which  being 
done  with  the  usual  forms  and  solQuinities, 
the  lord  justice  clerk  desired  the  prisoner  to 
«tlwd  to  the  indictment  then  to  be  read. 

Ikdictment. 

Sir  Archibald  Gordon- Kinloch  of  Gilmerton, 

*  Afdiongh  perhaps  the  trial  of  »r  Atehi- 
bald  Gordon  Kinluck  is  not  strictly  within  the 

scope  of  this  v.Tirk,  yrt  fin  .icrontit  it,s  in- 
tnubit  iiiUrcil  aiul  iujji' »rt.diiiti-,  iiiul  m  defer- 
ence to  the  opinion  of  many  tu)inint  profes- 
sional friends  in  Scotlaody  l  am  induced  to 
insert  it. 

t  From  the  original  printed  report,  pur- 
porting to  have  been  takm  In  hort»hand,and 
caiefuQy  nrrtsed  by  the  counsel. 


baronet,  present  prtsouer,  in  the  Tbiboolh  of 

Edinburgh,  you  arc  indicted  and  accused, si 
the  instance  of  Hubert  Dundas,  esq.  of  An 
niston,  his  majesty's  advooate,  for  his  aaajo- 
ty's  interest.  That  whereas,  by  the  laws  of 
God,  the  laws  of  this,  and  of  every  other  well 
governed  realm,  murder,  more  especially 
when  committed  by  a  brother  againstabro' 
ther,  is  a  crime  of  ;i  most  heinous  n  iture,  and 
:>everely  puni:>hable :  Yet  true  U  is,  and  ot 
verity,  That  you,  the  said  su*  ArchilnM  Gcr- 
don-Kinloch  are  ;:iiilty  actor,  or  art  and 
of  the  foresaid  crime,  aggravated  as  aforesaid; 
in  so  far  as  you,  the  said  sir  Archibald  GordoD* 
Kinloch,  being,  on  the  14th  day  of  April  179i, 
in  the  liouse  of  Gilmerton,  l^elonirinc  to  the 
deceased  sir  Francis  Kmloiii  of  GiitnerloQ, 
baronet,  your  brothcr-gcrman,  situated  in  tbe 
parish  or  Athelstonfbrd,  and  county-  of  llad- 
dins;ton,  did  on  the  night  of  the  said  Utb,  or 
ear^  in  the  mornine  of  the  15th  of  Avdl 
1795,  or  on  one  or  other  of  the  days  or  oi^bti 
of  that  month,  or  of  the  mouth  ot  March  im- 
mediately preceding  or  of  May  immediately 
following,  come  down  from  your  bcd-chamb^ 
in  the  hou'-c  of  Gilmerton  af(jre<aid,  to  the 
parlour  or  dming-rouni,  wlicre  your  said  bro- 
ther U)en  was,  you  having,  at  the  time,  t«6 
loaded  pistols  somewhere  concealed  about 
your  clothes;  and  haviog  soon  thereaAer  left 
the  said  parlour  or  dining-room,  and  your 
said  brother  having  followed,  and  beu^g  llicQ 
close  l)y  you,  the  said  sir  Archibald  Gordun- 
Kinlocti,  on  the  stair  leading  to  the  upper 
apartments,  you  did  then  and  there  muroer 
the  said  sir  Francis  Kinloch,  your  brother,  ty 
wickedly  and  feloniously  discharging  one  ol 
tiic  aaid  loaded  pistluls  at  your  s;ud  brother, 
by  which  he  received  a  mortal  wound;  the 
ball  having  penetrated  below  t^ie  point  of  tbe 
sternum  or  breast- bone,  towards  tlie  ri^bt 
sidet  and  the  sidd  nr  Francis  Kinloch  havibi 
langnibhed  in  great  pain  till  the  evening  of 
tbe  16th  of  the  ^uid  month  of  April,  did 
tlicn  expire,  in  consequence  of  the  wound 
given  him  by  you  the  said  sir  Archibald 
Gordon-Kinloch,  and  nolwithslatuling  of 
every  medical  absislance  having  been  pro- 
cur^. — And  you.  the  said  sir  Art  ltibold 
Gordon-Kinloch,  iiaving,  upon  the  aoih  d:iy 
of  May  1795,  been  brought  before  Jam^ 
Clerk,  *  esq.  sberilf-deputc  of  the  ihifs  9f 

*  Afterwards  a  baron  of  the  eschcqua. ' 
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Edinburgh,  did,  in  his  prcfcnce,  emit  a  dccla- 1 
ration,  which  was  signed  by  yon.  the  said  sir  ; 
Archibald  Gordon -K -nloch  :  which  declara- ' 
tion,  together  wiiii  two  snmll  pocket  pistols, 
having  the  words  "  11.  W.  Mortimer,  London, 
pinniakcr  to  his  mnjei^ty,"  marked  on  the 
oarrci ;  as  also  a  ptstol-ball,  extracted  from 
tbe  body  of  the  raid  sir  fVancts  Kinloch  ;  as 
also  a  certificate  dated  at  Cilmcrton  tlio  inth 
of  April  1705,  and  signed  "James  Home, 
Bei\jamiu  Ikii,  G.  bonmer;"  also  a  letter 
fiom  the  deceased sh"  Francis  Kinloch  to  Mr. 
Alexander  Traser,  ?hcriff-clerk  of  H:iddiii|:ton, 
dated  15th  of  March  1705;  another  ielier 
llNMn  the  said  sir  Trands  Kinloch  to  the  said 
Alexander  Vrascr  without  a  d  itc,  but  marked 
on  the  back  18li»  March  1795;  as  also  a  letter 
from  yuii  the  said  sir  Archibald  Gordon-Kin- 
loch,  to  the  ?aid  Alexander  Kramer,  dated  Had- 
dington gaol,  22d  day  of  April  1795  ;  another 
letter  from  you  the  said  sir  Archibald  Gordon- 
Kfnloch  to  the  said  Alexander  Fra5cr,  dated 
the  said  ?2d  day  of  April  1795  ;  and  also  a 
letter  dated  Edinburgh  gaol,  21th  April  1795, 
from  you  the  said  sir  Archibald  Gordon-Kin- 
tocib,  to  the  said  Alesinder  Frascr,  will  all  be 
u«ied  in  evidence  against  you,  the  said  sir 
Archibald  Gordon-Kmloch,  and  will,  tor  that 
purpose,  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk 
uf  till  h'^h  court  of  justiciary,  before  which 
you  are  to  be  tried,  that  you  may  have  an  op- 
nortunity  of  seeing  the  same.  At  least,  time 
ind  place  above-mentioned,  the  said  sir  TraiKis 
Kinloch  of  GihTicr^uri  wa**  murdered,  and  you, 
the  said  sir  Archibald  Gordoa-Kinloch,  are 
guilty  actor,  or  art  and  part,  of  the  said  crime. 
All  which,  or  part  thereof,  bein;;  found  proven 
by  the  verdict  of  an  absize,  before  the  lord 
justice  general,  loni  justice  clerk,  and  lords 
commissioners  of  justiciary,  you  the  said  sir 
Archibald  Gordon-Kinioch,  ought  to  be  pu- 
nished with  the  pains  uf  law,  to  deter  others 
fiom  committing  the  tike  crimes  in  all  time 

*  List  of  the  WtTKBssss  cited  on  both 
aides. 

Witnesses  tor  the  Crowjt, 


tord  Jnstict  CUrk,^^  Archibald  Gordon 
Kinloch,  b«Tottety  aie  you  Cuillgr  or  not 
Guilty. 

JPriwaer.— Not  Guilty. 

After  the  Panel  had  pled  Not  Guiltv,  Mr. 
Dond  AHM>«ieoflib€ounwl,  adowSNdr 
the  court  as  follows 

My  l  ord  Justice  Clerk  ;— Your  lordships 
have  heard  the  pica  which  the  paoel  enters  to 
the  charge,— the  grietous  and  too  relevant 
charge, — which  is  laid  in  this  (as  I  nmst 
neecls  admit  it  to  be)  most  necessary  prose- 
cutioa  ag^uust  him.  And  it  now  remains  for 
those  who  have  undertaken  the  care  of  hia 
defence  (however  unequal  to  ?o  imporlanl  a 
task),  to  explain  to  your  lordships,  somewhat 
more  fully  than  the  panel  for  himself  canb« 
expected  to  do,  the  meaning  of  that  plea,  in 
the  particular  circumstances  of  this  case;  and 
to  point  out  to  you  the  scop©  and  object  of  the 
proof  in  exculpation,  which  is  intended  to  be 
taken  on  his  part. 

In  pleading  not  euilty  to  the  charge  the 
panel  would,  m  tlie  nrst  place,  be  understood, 
to  intimate  his  denial  of  tliat,  which  the  pro- 
secutor in  so  Import  of  his  iibel  has  to  provf^ 
and  which,  li  he  cannot  prove,  he  roust  fail 
in  his  prosecution,  namely*  that  it  is  he  who^ 
has  been  the  actor  of  the  miserable  deed  of 
slaughter  here  related ;— a  thing  which,  even 
if  it  be  true,  the  panel  cannot  confess,  having 
scarce  any  knowledge  or  remembrance  of 
\vh;U  passed  on  the  occasion  of  himself,  but 
fruiu  liju  reJaliou  of  others  only,  wluehdoet 
not  call  for,  nor  would  justify  a  confession. 

But  farther,  my  lord,  and  perhaps  in  this 
ca«e  still  more  material,— if  unluckily  it  shall 
appear  and  be  shown,  that  the  panel's  hand 
has  been  the  unhappy  cause  of  the  death  of 
his  brother,— then,  my  lord,  and  in  that  events 
his  plea  must  be  understood  to  mean  this 
other,  equalW  available  indeed,  but  far  less 
fortun-.t"  dofrtire,  that  at  least  his  heart 


of  whom  tho«!e  marked  thus*  wore  like- 
wise cited  for  the  Panel. 

Alexander  Kinloch,  esq.  son  of  tlie  deceased 
sir  David  Kinloch  otGilmerton,  baronet.* 
Walter  Gibson  servant  to  the  said  Alexander 

Kinloch* 

Alexander  Mcnie,  sometime  butler  to  the  de- 
ceased sir  Francis  Rinloch  of  Gihnerton, 
now  rc^idin::  in  Kdiiiburgh.* 

George  Douglas,  servant  to  miss  Kinloch, 
dau^ter  of  the  deceased  sir  David  Kinloch 
of  Gilmerton,  baronet.* 

Alexander  Campbell,  lately  postillion  at  Gil- 
merton, now  servaul  lu  Jauici  Drummond, 
esq.  of  Perth.* 

Williaui  Rcid,  gardener  at  Gilmerton  * 

William  Templet,  chaise-driver  in  Ui^hUog' 
ton.» 


Dr.  Alexander  Monro,  physician  in  Edin^ 

burgh.* 

Dr.  Francis  Home,  physician  in  txiinburch.* 
Dr.  James  Home,  physician  in  Edinbnrgli.* 

Mr,  Benjamin  Bell,  surgeon  in  Ech:.}  i:r:h.* 
Dr.  William  Farqubarson,  surgeon  m  Edin* 
burgh.* 

Mr.  George  Somner,  surgeon  in  Haddington.* 
Alexander  Fraser,  sheriff-clerk  to  the  county 

of  Uad<rmglon.* 
lluph  Dods,  clerk  to  the  said  Aknader 

Irascr. 

Duncan  M'!\!il!an,  writer  in  Edinburgh.* 

Mr,  Charles  H  iv,  advocate. 

The  rev.  Mr.  (korgc  Goldie,  minister  of  the 

gospel  at  Athelstoneford* 
John  Walker,  tenant  in  Beanston.* 
James  Clerk,  esq.  slieriff*deputeof  the  county 

of  Edinburgh. 
Josepli  Mack,  v-ritrr  in  Edinburgh. 
William  ScoU,  procuraloi-tiscal  of  the  County 
I    of  Edinburgh. 
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purpose  have  not  been  in  the  deed,  Inil  hii 
hand  only, — that  it  was  not  the  work  of 

malice  and  design  (without  which  there  is  no 
murder;,  but  of  pure  fatality  and  uiistbrtuuc, 
which  he  could  not  avoid,  and  for  which  he 
is  not  the  ofiject  of  punishment,  but  of  sym- 
pathy and  commiseration : — Because,  my  lord, 
at  toe  time  stated  in  this  indictroent,  the 
panel  was  no  longer  to  be  numbered  in  the 
rank  of  rca<>onable  and  accountable  beings, 
but  by  one  of  tliose  high  and  dreadful  visita- 
tions of  Providence,  to  which  we  all,  the 
•wisest  and  the  best  of  us,  arc  equally  liable, 
and  from  which  even  thrones  are  nut  exempt, 
had  l>Mn  deprived  of  all  sell-govemment,— of 
all  regulaliun  of  his  conduct,  or  control  of 
his  passions,— of  all  discernment  of  friend 
from  foe,  or  of  that  which  was  meant  to  serve 
from  that  which  was  meant  to  harm  him, — 
mod  acted,  in  short,  under  the  blind  impulse 
of  a  distempered  and  furious  imagination, 
which  transported  htm  wheresoever  it  would, 
^•\v!iich  filled  him  wilh  a  thousand  vain 


1896 


in  the  way.  This,  my  lord,  is  the  panel't  plea 

and  main  reliance.* 

My  l(»r,)^  while  I  «tnte  it  for  him,  I  an  not 
iguorauL  of  the  reports  and  riunouTs  that  are 
abroad  in  the  world ;  rumours,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  which,  on  the  very  dayf  preceding  ihi's 
trial,  and  even  from  the  pulpit,  the  seal  itself 
of  truth  and  of  charity,  nave,  in  conteoDft  of 
decency  and  humanity,  been  industriously 
circulated  to  condemn  I  say,  T  am  not 

ignorant  of  these  reporb,  and  ol  the  weight 
of  priqjudice  and  suspicion,  with  which,  in 
consequence,  I  have  to  strup;g}e ;  not  indeed 
with  your  lordships,  whose  breasts  are  void  of 
every  feeling  of  ttie  sort,  and  who  will  Krioi 
to  nothing  out  the  information  of  the  law, 
and  the  still  voice  ot  your  own  con^ienre; 
but  with  the  people  at  large,  from  amoog 
whom  t!)C  persons,  who  as  jurymen  are  to  d^ 
cide  on  the  panel's  fate,  are  and  mn^t  W 
taken.  Nor,  my  lord,  do  I  think  it  vory  won- 
derful, that  such  should  be  their  feehngs  oa 
this  extraordinary  occasion.    My  lord,  when 


Jealousies,  horrors,  and  apprehensions, — and  ;  they  are  lold  the  miserable  story  of  this  eveut, 
would  equally  hava  ittmail  his  luMid  against  ;  — that  a  worthy  and  excellent  gentlemaiv— 


whatsoever  person  had  at  that  moment  come 

Willtara  Stephens,  sheriff  officer  in  Edin- 
burgh. 

William  Dumbreck,  hotel  keeper  in  St*  An- 
drew's-square,  Edinburjjli.* 

WUliafn  Graham,  waiter  to  the  said  William 
Dumbreck.* 

Charles  Manderson,  postilion  to  the  said  Wil- 
liam Dumbreck.* 

James  Robertson,  keeper  of  the  Black  Bull- 
inn,  Edinburgh. 

Patrick  Lee,  vintner  in  Edinburgh.* 

Alexander  Murker,  waiter  to  the  said  Patrick 

Mr.  Alexander  llislop,  provost  of  Haddington. 
Mr.  Thomas  Pairbaim,  shetHF-substitute  of 

the  shire  of  Haddington.* 

Hay  Smith,  writer  in  Haddins^on. 

James  bturmonth,  writer  in  Edinburgh.* 

Patrick  or  Peter  Dickson,  sometime  coach- 
man to  the  late  sir  David  Kinlocb  of  Gil- 
merton,  baronet.* 

Margaret  Moir,  residenter  in  Haddineton.* 

James  Robertson,  keeper  of  Edinburgh  moI. 

Alexander  Goodwin,  inner-keeper  t'f  ^ aid  gaol. 

James  Lain";,  jun.  writer  in  ildinbur"li. 

Mr,  Richard  SomneTi  lurgcon  in  Haddington. 

Winicsscs  cited  for  tht  Panel  only. 

Miaa  Janet  Kioloch,  daughter  of  the  deeeased 

sir  David  Kinlocii. 
Lieutenant  colonel  Samuel  Twentyman. 
Captain  Henry  Miller,  of  tlie  Slaftbrdshire 

miiitia. 
Major  John  Mackay. 

Mr.  Francis  Anderson,  writer  to  the  signet. 
Mr.  Alexander  Low.  tenant  at  Woodcnd. 
John  Reid,  master  of  old  Slaughters  coffeo* 

house,  6U  MartinVlane,  London. 
John  Parsom^  hairdresser,  ^o.  ^  Little  Suf- 

folk-ttreeCy  Luidoa 


the  representative  of  a  flourishing  and  rs» 

'^ppcten  fHmily,— just  arrived  at  tf\e  posses- 
lull  ui  his  inheritance,  in  the  course  of 
nature,  by  the  death  of  his  a^ed  father  (a 
father,  in  good  time  removed  from  the  sight 
of  sucli  a  scene  among  his  children^;— wwn, 
my  lord,  i:  cy  are  told  that  this  good  and  esti* 
mable  person,  surrounded  with  all  the  fair 
prospects  of  a  long,  a  t.appy  and  a  ii^clul 
life, — that  he  has  i»eei»  taken  oil  by  a  toul 
murder, — a  murder  committed  under  bid  own 
r  jof,  iihnost  at  his  own  table,  and  "ui  tht 

Margaret  Curtis,  widow  of  Michael  OittiSy 

f)Cca'>ionaIly  :?crvant  to  the  panel. 
William  Urquhart,  pertunier  and  hairdresser. 

No.  4,  Panton-street,  Ilay market,  lisndoil. 
Mrs.  Margaret  Hay,  his  mother-in-law. 
Alexander  L'rquhart,  green  croccr,  LoodoBi 
John  Johnston,  grieve  at  Gilaiert*?n. 
Jane  Logie,  chambermaid  at  Walkcf'a'hotll^ 

rrince's-streel,  I'dinburgh. 
Robert  Dickson,  posUUiou  to  Mrs.  Fairbsira 

at  Haddington. 
Henry  Oibson,  waiter  to  Mr.  Loriiner,  Dunbar. 
William  Turabuil,  postiUion  to  Mr.  FnJcral 

Dunbar. 

Elizabeth  M'Dougal  h«n  wife  at  Gilmcrtoo. 
William  Sandie,  driver  of  the  iiadding^ 

coach. 

Thomas  Temple,  hostler  to  Mn.  Faiibaii^ 

Haddington 
William  MoHat.  furrester  at  Gilmerton. 
David  Hunter,  labourer  at  Gilmerton. 
Aleiander  Ferguson,  labourer  there. 
Francis  Buchan  Wright,  north  Berwick.  And 
The  reverend  Dr.  David  Johnston,  mmistcrot 

the  gospel  at  north  Leith. 

•  Sec  the  case  of  John  Trith,  «atf;V«Lt4» 
p.  3 1 1 ,  and  the  cases  there  cited. 

t  A  mistake  hi  point  of  6ct  for  IhcSMI 
aaTcn^ht  before.  OHf.XM. 
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Jw  Murder, 


A.  0. 
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midst  of  his  domestics,  friends  3.\u\  relations; 
%ad  when  to  all  this  it  is  added,  tha.t  he  ha& 
fflSkn  by  tb«  hand  of  Us  owo  broiber,  bU 

fucst  at  the  time,  and  innMie  of  hii  faeme, 
y  him 


**  Who  should  ag^st  hU  Murth'rer  shut  the 
door, 

«  Not  bear  the  knife  himseUl'' 

No  wooder,  when  Ibis  lamentable  story  is 

t'elated,  if,  hi  the  first  emotions  of  pily  and  of 
iodigiiuiiuu  at  so  sad  and  stranee  a  tragedy, 
mny  ihing  thatctfi  be  aaid  in  deKooe  of  the 

liiiluippy  author  of  so  much  niiscliief,  is  heard 
at  first  with  a  close  heart  and  an  unfavour- 
able ear. 

But,  my  lord,  how  natoial  tod  ex- 

cuseable  soever  these  emotions  (as  stirel y  they 
are  inui>t  excuseiibie),  they  are  not,  however, 
the  just  and  proper  emotions  for  this  time 
And  occasion  ;  n*  is  this  a  dispu-^iliuii  which 
they  can  be  sufiered  to  bring  with  them  into 
the  presence  of  this  etmrt  of  justice;  into 
vrhlcn,  n^y  lord,  they  are  net  t  allt  d  to  assuage 
their  passions,  or  iudulge  their  teehngs,  with 
r^gara  to  an  event,  wbich,  however  deolo- 
table,  is  past  and  ^oiip,  and  cannot  beieceUed, 
(T  vT/culd  it  ronll);  bill  to  try  as  ju(l<»P8, 
coi^lij  an  J  UHjiitrtiaiiy  to  try,  nay  scrupultiusiy 
ftn<i  tciHlerlv  to  try,  the  roooDerof  that  cala- 
Oiity,  whetber  it  was  of  chance  or  of  design, 
and  10  decide  on  the  life  and  death  of  a  frail 
and  iofirm  mortal  lilce  themselves,  who  it;  t  j 
the  will  of  Vrovidence,  he  has  truly  been 
visited  with  this  grievous  and  sore  afilictiun, 
•od  hts  been  tne  instnimeht  of  destroying  a 
bfOtber,  who  never  did  him  liarni,  and  whom 
he  never  rei^;ir<li"'l  hut  as  a  brother,  is  himself 
lar  mure  lu  be  piiu-ii  Ltiau  the  deceased,  and 
is  no  object  of  judgment,  but  for  that  Al- 
mighty Jtiiljp  Nvhost  hand  hiHi  "-mitten  him. 
These  things,  1  trust  and  Ito^e  in  G<kI,  that 
•U  now  present,  end  those  especially  who 
have  been  called  to  itic  ofHce  of  jurynien, 
wiMi  as  the^  value  the  interest  of  justice,  or 
Uidr  own  peace  of  mind,  remember  and  keep 
in  view;  and  that  thc-ro  are  no  bounds  nor 
measure  to  the  idle,  the  ronfident,  yet  false 
and  groundless  stories  Ahichawhuie  coun- 
t^ff  cooiaienting  upon  one,  and  that  so  mar- 
velous and  iateieeting  n  sutyectf  must  give 
rise  to. 

My  lord,  I       your  Jordships  pardon  for 

jtint  touching  on  this  tvpic,  uiuieco'-saiy  I 
confess  to  your  lordsbios,  and  to  which  I  shall 
not  again  recur.  Witti  rrspect  to  the  pro[>cr 
business  before  the  Court, — in  stating  the 
pane!'^  plea  in  the  gencnil  tcrnn  I  liave  al- 
ready u^ed,  I  iiavc  uerhaps  sui^icicnUy  com- 
flied  with  the  rule  of  Court,  and  have  stated 
that,  which  von  r  mnot  but  sustain  as  a  rele- 
vant and  lawful  detence.  But,  mv  Iqrd,  from 
any  thing  I  know  of  this  ease,  I  shall  have  no 
objection  to  lav  the  state  and  history  of  the  ] 
fact  somewhat  more  fully  before  the  Court ; 
though,  on  the  other  hand,  it  cannot,  and  1 
JcDow  it  will  not  be  expected  of  moi  to  enter 


into  a  disquisition  concerning  the  nature  of 
madness  (the  thing  of  all  others  tlio  hardest 
to  be  described),  or  t^t  I  should  attempt  to 
a'vcertain  the  peculiar  lIjss  and  c  haracter  of 
the  distemper^  to  which  Ibis  uotuqipy  aaii 
was  liable. 

Suffice  it  to  say,  that  it  was  no  short, 

suddtn,  ajid  unaccountable  fit  ofphrenzy,  for 
the  iiritt  tune  observed  at  the  mcMueiil  ul  the 
slaughter  (though,  allow  me  to  observe,  even 
this,  if  absolute  ly  and  fully  proved,  would  in 
law,  as  in  reason,  be  sufibctent);  but  the 
panel's  plea  is  ht  more  (avounnle.  Upwarde 
of  fifteen  years  ago,  I  believe  in  1779,  when 
abroad  in  ttie  West  Indies,  in  the  service  of 
his  country  as  an  officer,  the  panel  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  seized  with  one  of  those 
dreadful  fever?  ineident  to  the  climates  of 
that  quarter  vi  the  world,  and  winch  raged 
with  such  violence  at  this  time,  that  out  of 
5,000  men,  which  composed  their  little  array 
in  the  island  of  St.  Lucia,  no  fewer  than  1600 
were^  in  the  eourse  of  a  few  months,  swept 
away.  After  a  long  and  stvcre  illness,  and 
by  the  pure  strengtli  of  bis  constitution,  he 
escaped,  my  lord,  at  Jast,  vrith  his  lifei  but  I 
cannot  say,  fortunately  escaped,  for  he  left 

[  the  better  p  irt  of  him  behind ;  and  from 

i  thence  forward  was  no  longer  ttie  man  he  had 
been  before.   Not  only,  my  lotd,  was  there  • 

!  great  alteration  of  the  temper  and  humour  of 
the  uMin,  who,  from  social,  cliccrful,  and  ^ood 
humoured,  became  sullen,  jealous,  and 

j  cihic,  and  extremely  chanL;cal)le  aiif^  i:nrcr- 
tain-  nut  only  was  there  a  decay  of  the  vigpur 
of  his  intellect— a  confusion,  weakness,  and 
cloudine^s  of  understanding;  but  there  had 
come  to  be  at  times  a  plain  deran(i'*meiit  and 
disorder—  and  tlii*  lu  such  a  degree,  as  had  on 
one  occa<^iun  templed  him  to  turn  his  hand 
against  his  own  lile  (as  he  is  now  charged  to 
have  done  against  his  brolber's^; — and  this 
an  attempt  of  so  violent  and  senous  a  naturo 
(by  culling  himself  very  deeply  m  the  wrist), 
as  occasioned  him  a  conbnement  of  ihrea 
months,  before  ha  was  agun  fit  to  corner 
abroad. 

This,  my  lord,  had  been  his  state  for  years. 
But  of  late,  and  recently  berore  lite  event 
which  gives  ri;^  to  this  trial,  things  had 
plaudy  been  vcrL;iiii;  (as  happens  with  this 
malady),  from  wursc  to  wor&e,  into  absolute 
insanity  and  de  privation  of  reason.  Of  which 
melanclioly  truth,  my  lord,  so  much  were  all 
about  him, — so  much  was  the  deceased  bitn* 
self  convinced  (not  to  mention  the  many 
strong  proofs  of  it  that  will  be  given  you  ia 
his  actions  and  conduct),  that  every  pre- 
paraliun  had  been  made,  the  strait- waistcoat 
provided,  a  keeper  etig  I g  (l,  and  the  proper  at» 
tendants  stimmoucd  tu  the  liuuse,  to  reduce 
Itim,  by  main  force,  into  a  state  of  coercion  as 
a  madman,  who  oould  no  longer  be  suffcfed 
to  go  at  large. 

llappy  would  it  have  been  for  the  deceased^ 
happy  lor  the  panel,  for  the  common  frienda 
of  the  family,  and  ior  the  public,  if  this  saUi* 
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Ury,  this  necessary  purpose,  had  with  due  dis- 
irirtch  and  resohitwii  been  carried  into  efi^ 

nt  to  the  undue  delay  of  it  (owing,  I  admit, 
to  amkblc,  but  most  unfortimato  motives) 
was  the  catastrophe  uwing  that  ensued.  Had 
it  not  been  for  t^iat  dday,  and  an  awkward 
and  iU  conducted  attempt  in  the  end  to  seize 
his  person,  at  a  time,  when  there  was  no 
feme  at  hmd  to  nunter  Yaxbt  ikt  Fteneis 
Kinloch  misht  now  have  been  alive,  and 


faappy  in  the  midst  of  his  friends  ;—^our 

'  tnipt  would  have  been  spared  this  pamful  |  April  last,  seeing  major,  now  sir  AcckibikI 


lords! 

e'ece  of  duty  ^— and  sir  Archibald  Gordon 
inloch,  a  gentleman  of  birth  and  accom- 
fAisfomcDls,  and  born  to  happier  prospects, 
would  not  now  hnvo  tlood  exposed^  a  pabKe 
and  miserable  spectacle,  at  the  bar  of  a  court 
of  justice,  and  under  trial  for  his  life. 
My  lord,  wtien  t  have  etpfadned  iIm  de* 


Id.  John  MoBcriefif,  spotbocan  tbcM. 
M.  Pttlrlek  Inglis,  nwtelnal  that. 
15.  Elpbinston  Briftur^  boikttUer 

Clerk. 

EviDfKCE  FOR  THE  CrOWV. 

Dtntcan  ArMillan,  writer  in  £diQbui;|^l.!-* 
Examined  by  Mr.  Bumeti. 

Were  you  acquainted  with  tho  Irte  sir 

Francis  Kinloch  ? — I  was. 
Do  you  remember,  on  Monday  13th  of 


Gordon-Kinloch  ?— Yes,  I  came  fnm  Bdia* 
burgh  with  Mr.  Alexander  Kinloch. 

.Do  you  remember  of  meeting  a  chaise  on 
your  road  to  Haddington?— Yes, 

At  what  time  migbitbit  be.'— fattSolelack 
in  the  afternoon. 
Did  you  oliacm  who  wm  in  thotfaiiM?^ 


fence  in  these  ternn,— a  state  of  utter  insa-  \  The  prisoner  at  the  bar  was  in  it 
oily,  at  the  time  of  the  derd,  and  preceded  by      Did  you  observe  any  thing  particular  io  hit 
a  course  of  intirmity  and  of  occasional  dc-  appearance  ? — He  threw  hinvscii  back,  as  if 
rangeuCDt  far  years,  I  trust  I  have  laid  a  plea  wishuig  to  avoid  being  seen, 
before  you,  which  stands  in  no  need  of  aid      Did  the  chaise  fttop  ? — No. 
from  cases,  books  or  precedents,  to  recom-      Lord  Justice  Ckrk.—Wue  you  going  io 
mmi  it  to  the  attoiitton  and  favour  of  the  [  opposite  directions?— Yes. 
Court;  nor  will  I  consume  one  moment  of '     Mr.  Burnett. — Had  you  any  conversa'ion 
ymn  lordships  time,  which^  1  am  afraid,  will  i  with  Mr.  Alexander  Kinloch  on  this  ueca* 
fli  any  rale  be  long  encroaehed  on,  witli  the  I  aion  ?— He  expressed  surprise,  becaofS  bs 
quotation  of  any  such,  in  support  of  that  thought  his  brother  had  gone  to  homU.n. 
which  nalurs^  reason,  and  luunanily  pre-      Did  Mr.  Alexander  mention  the*  day  thai 
scribe.  he  supposed  his  brother  had  gone  Vo  London  f 

.nd   .he  foltol^  S.Uri«««»  •«  P«.:|'W,:iS|Si«'r?AWHr.lL-y-. 

nounceU:—  I  c  onii*nv  ?-.Y«8^  Ifc 

"  The  lord  justice  clerk,  and  lords  commis-   Oeorge  Soranor,  wlw  dmed  eilh  OS. 
sioners  of  jusUciary,  havmg  considered  the      Did  you  see  major  Oofdoft-Kinloeh  Ihfif  f 
cninmal  hbol,  raised  and  pursued  at  the  m-  _i  |,^rd  the  noise  of  a  carriage.   I  looked 
aUnce  of  Robert  Dundas,  esq.,  ol  Armslon,  out  at  thr  '.vindow,  and  ob-^erved  that  it  was 

^l^uT-'fW  the  same  chaise  we  had  met.    it  stopped  st 

Archibald   Cfordon-Kiuloch    of   *—  _         .    .  'f 


Gilmcrton, 

baronet,  thev  Eud  the  hbel  relevant  to  ipfer 
tbe  eains  of  law ;  but  allow  the  panel  to  prove 
all  facts  and  circumstances  that  may  tend  to 

cxculf>atn  iiin),  or  alleviate  his  guilt :  and  re- 
mit lite  panel,  with  the  libel,  to  the  knowledge 
ofaa  ' 


Mr.  Somiier*s  shop. 

Did  you  or  any  of  the  company  go  out? — 
Mr.  Somner  went  out,  and  returned  seen 
after  with  nu^r  GfHuhKiKML 

Had  you  any  conversation  with  the  major? 
— Yes;  I  asked  him  bow  be  WIS  i  he  answer* 
ed,  he  was  very  ill. 

The  jury  being  called,  and  no  objection  '  Did  he  continue  ib  the  room  with  you,  or 
made,  to  any  of  them,  tbe  foUowiOg  gSDtle-  did  he  gOOUtf-^ie  WCBt  oat  mi4  SMHlMd 
men  were  impanelled :  —  •  again. 

I    How  tout  did  you  reinSkl  ih  ^airbaim's 

'  house,  and  now  did  the  major  behave  when 


Thr  Jurt. 


1.  Andrew  WaiKliope  of  Niddry  Mariachal, 
ChaACcHeir. 

8.  Joliii  W;iii(  lu)pe  of  F.dmonstone. 
8.  George  Haiusay  of  VVhitcbiU. 

4.  Wlnon  Fraser  of  Ford. 

5.  Robert  Trotter  of  Castlclaw. 

6.  John  Newton  of  Cnrrielnli 

7.  Alexander  Keith  of  llavelslon, 

8.  Oe«rge  Ramsay,  younger,  of  Bamton. 

9.  James  M*.\id.iy,  druggist  in  Fxlinbtimh, 

10.  Robert  bandcrsun,  merchant  there. 

11.  WUHam  Ooulter,  roeiehaat  thei^ 
tt,  Thomafc  Hutchisci»|  befcer  Ibdte, 


he  returned  f—Wheit  be  came  back, 
pressed  him  letalBeagteasofwiieaoifMllr: 

and  he  was  in  so  bad  a  state^  tflil  he  VMMl 
able  to  carry  it  to  his  head. 

Did  you  go  to  Gilmcrton  that  nidbtf*-Yel 

Who  went  tloagtinlh  yonP— <Mr.  AkMB* 
der  Kinloch, 

Uad  you  not  occasion  to  know  tliat  anotlier 
person  went  along  Mth  llr.  gottaner^— jjfc 
Somner  and  the  panel  set  out  with  the  iSlMI' 
tion  of  going  to  Oilmertun.  as  tiiey  said. 

Did  &9  not  to  lbiiirai«r-»11l«  daiH^  li 

«Ueh«faa  paiMifliA  Mr.SMHterWM^H^h 
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ped  at  «  pitn  oaHed  CacMitnl-taHj  about  a 
mile  from  Gilmerton.  We  asked  them 
why  ifaef  ftioffifidf  Aad  ikicgr  wid,  to  make 
water. 

answer  ? — Yc%. 

Mt.  Burum. — Wiuitipassed  tartberf — After 
they  had  iliipped  a  considerable  tiine,  I  asked 
what  detained  them  so  long?  And  Mr. 
Ik>inner  «a»iMr«fl^  that  tba  astgot  bad  gpne 
away. 

Was  a  poitiUMa  tant  after  him  T—Oot  of 

the  postillions  was  sent  to  look  for  him  :  he 
came  back,  aud  informed  u».  that  lie  had 
overtaken  the  miyor,  who  said  he  was  going 
to  iiad«tegieii|  where  he  aeid  he  srauM  be 
tmmd. 

i>id  youthen  go  on  to  Oflflnerion  ?->*Yea, 

we  arrived  there  a  little  after  ten  at  n^gbt 

Did  both  chaises  go  on  ? — Both. 

Do  you  remember  of  any  thing  being  taken 
out  of  the  eiwiie  in  which  the  flM)|or  was  ?— I 
thhik  there  were  ioiBr  ihiiig*  ttfcen  oUI,  but  I 
was  nut  preaeot. 

What  beppened  aHer  yommfdnH  at  GQ- 
merlon  relnting  to  x\.r  m  .Jor? — Mr.  Somner 
came  ioto  my  bed-room  in  the  morning,  told 
AM,  IAmM  he  was  going  to  Haddington  to  look 
after  the  panel,  and  mied  ne  l«  felloir  bim 
■e  oukkly  as  I  could. 

Yon  went  to  lladdmgton  then  Yes,  after 
•breakfast,  and  inquir^  for  the  hm^ot,  but 
could  get  no  information  of  him. 

Did  you  go  back  to  Gthiiertoo  thatda/'?--> 
Yea,  t  f«tiinied  befhre  dinner. 

Was  sir  Fmncis  Kinloch  at  home? — Yes; 
also  Mr.  Akiander^  Mise  Kiohtcb,  ai^  a  Mr. 
Low. 

Do  you  remember  any  thing  tliat  happened 

4ifler  (Tinner? — I  remember  there  was  a  mes- 
-sage  brought  to  me,  tbat  somebody  wanted  to 
speak  totne. 

Abont  whrvt  ^  Tie  wat  Uuef-^Ahout balf  an 
hour  after  dinner. 

When  was  dinner  f-^We  nt  doWn  to  dioe 
•bout  five. 

Who  was  the  person  that  wanted  jou  ?—^It 
.was  Wiiliiim  Reid  the  gardener. 

What  passed  between  you?— He  told  mc 
'tliat  he  had  been  up  at  !\Ir.  Walker's  of 
Beanston,  and  that  he  had  seen  the  major 
'tiMfV,  whe  wee  in  e  very  disagreeable  titoa- 
lion  indeed.    That  he  went  up  -stairs,  and 
knocked  at  the  door  where  the  panel  was. 
■nsMlte  ptael  celled  eat  who  was  there,  and 
the  door  was  half-opened  from  within.  There 
wa«i  no  l>ody  in  the  room  but  the  prinpl.  He 
had  a  jusiol  ui  ins  tiand,  whicii  alarmed  lieid 
^Kceeiiingiy. 

Lord  Justice  Clerk. — Tic  had  a  pistol  vr  u 
M^— Yes,  n\j  lord.  This  is  all  that  W ilium 
'AmI  teM  me. 

Mr.  Burnett. — How  did  you  proceed? — I 
called  sir  Franri«  nut  of  the  room  to  inform 
bim;  and  the  jmnei  appeared  soon  af\er.  I 
obsenred  bim,  before  he  came  tip  1etbehoWi» 
fiwin  the  window  of  the  iohbj. 


A.  D.  17915.  (m 

DM  he  eeme  mto  ihe  boiKef—Yci,  he 

came  into  the  lobb^. 
Wbal  (KHivcrealiiQ*  passed  there  j—Verj 

little.  ' 
Lord  dittadi.-^'Do  you  rccoUeeteny  part 

of  that  roTTVf*r'«atinn  ' — 111^  Iirr;thrr  nn  l  T 
<|uiced  how  be  did,  and  he        very  poorly. 

Mr.  fienu<l.-~Do  you  'recolleet  whtese  be 
went  next? — By  the  Ic-ire  of  ^i^  Francis, 
who  took  him  by  the  arm,  he  went  to  bis  own 
bed-chamber,  and  1  returned  to  the  diniog- 
rootn. 

\^'hat  happened  next? — A  messa^ie  wns 
soon  aiter  i>rouuht  to  Mr.  Low,  that  sir  i  t aii- 
cis  had  been  taken  very  ill,  and  could  do  no 
bn  iness  that  night;  upon  which  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Kinloch  lett  the  dining-room,  and  went 
up  stairs,  nod  Ibertfy  after  Mr.  Low  went 
away. 

Had  you  occasion  to  leave  the  dining- 
room,  and  go  up  &tairs  ? — Ye^,  to  Lhe  vn^ur's 
room. 

What  conversation  had  JOV  wilh  the  Ottr 
jor  r-<-l  do  not  lecoUect. 

Wat  them^or  in  hedP-Awaa  hfugea 

the  bed,  and  part  of  his  clothes  were  off 

Do  you  recollect  any  conversatiuo  that 
passed  ? — ^The  major  spoke,  and  conversed  a 
good  deal  with  his  brother  sir  Francis ;  hut  i 
do  xK>t  iccoUtci4he  puipeti  .of  the  <onveft»> 
tion. 

How  long  did  yett>temain  In  the  room 
Not  long.    I  wri"?  there  orcasionally.  Tlie 
fiunily  went  to  supper  about  eleven,  but  the 
major  did  not  OMie  down. 

Was  sir  Francis  in  the  room  ? — Yr=; 

Lord  Advocate, — You  saw  the  panel  bdaic 
at  Fairbairu's,  and  afterwards  at  Oilmertoo, 
did  he  appear  in  a  better  or  worse  situation 
•it  the  latter  perirn!  than  at  the  former ' — lie 
appeared  a  great  de^l  calmer,  from  the  at  tear 
tion  of  his  brother  air  Fkaneis. 

Do  you  recollect  the  substanoe  ,of  what 
passed  in  conversation  ? — ^No. 

Did  he  beM  any  irrational  or  incoberaat 
conversation,  either  in  your  or  his  brother^ 
prcscnrc  befure  'supper?— I  cannot  say. 

Did  ttuv  tiling  pass,  which  impressed  your 
mind  at  the  time  that  he  was  unfit  to  hoM  a 
ration;!  1  roTn'er>-atioa?«-^did  not  thill)c  iliaa 
perfectly  collected. 

Wa«  he  more  or  less  collected  than  wbes 
yo4i  <.aw  him  at  Faiiboim'k  f— 4ia  ww  nora 
collected.  : 

From  what  eircumttance  or  appeaiaaee^id 
you  form  tliis  opinion,  that  he  was  not  per* 
i'ectly  collpf ted  *--!t  was  tVom  his  cooyefin 
tion.    lit  vvaudurt'ii  iium  topic  to  topic. 

Mr.  Murnftt. — How  long  did  the  company 
sit  at  supper? — Till  three  m  the  morning. 

Did  any  person  join  them  i — Ym,  Mt* 
George  Som'aer. 

At  what  time  did  .be  OORM  there ?-«B*' 
tween  10  and  11. 

This  was  before  supper?— *It  was. 

At  what  timadidm  »tobedf  IiiWH 
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Have  you  occasion  to  know,  if  sir  Francis 
went  to  bed  then?— He  left  the  room  before 
I  did  go  to  bed  Ifc  had  occasionaily  left 
the  dining-room  in  order  to  visit  the  major. 

Did  you  see  him  aflenvanit  I  saw  him 
io  his  hed-chamhrr  before  I  went  to  hod. 

What  did  ^ou  saj  to  him  f«— I  advised  him 
to  (90  to  bed. 

How  long  were  you  in  Mf— I  wit  waked 
by  Mr.  Grorgn  5y)mncr. 

Lord  Justice  Clerk. — There  was  oiiiy  one 
Mr.  Sumner  here? — Yea. 

Mr.  JBiir/irfr— NVhnt  wn^  the  occasion  of 
Mr.  Somner  waking  you  { — ^To  ieil  me  that 
•ir  Francis  was  shot 

Where  did  you  go  to?— 8tnlgbt  to  sir 
francis's  room. 

In  what  situation  did  you  find  sir  Franucis  ? 
The  servants  were  undressing  him. 

Did  he  speak  to  you  ? — He  told  me  not  to 
mind  him,  lor  there  were  plenty  with  him ; 
but  to  ^o  and  prevent  his  poor  sifter  from 
coning  into  the  room. 

Did  you  see  any  wound  about  su-  Francis  f 
«— T  aa*  •  wound,  and  was  denied  by  Mr. 

Sc  mn(r  ti  put  my  hand  tiponit,  to  prevent 
tbc  external  air  from  enterme. 

Did  you  prevent  Miss  Kimoch  from  enter- 
ing the  room  ? — I  went  immediately  to  the 
door,  when  sir  Francis  desired  me,  but  coidd 
not  prevent  her  from  coming  in.  She  came 
in,  and  was  very  much  dialncled. 

Did  she  remain  in  the  room  ?— No,  wc  were 
forced  to  carry  ber  out.  I  returned^  atkr 
aeeing  Bftita  Riotoeh  to  her  room. 

Were  any  expressea  sent  off  ?— There  was 
an  express  sent  to  Edinburgh  for  Dr.  TMiinro 
and  Mr.  Benj  imiJi  Bell,  and  another  to  Had- 
dington, for  Mr.  Rielvud  Somnrr.  i  then 
^vcr^\  into  the  n>'nii  where  «ir  1  rancis  was, 
and  supported  hmi  lur  liM  an  tiour,  while 
Mr.  George  Somner  was  preparing  bandages. 

Lorrf  .-iifrwijfc— Did  any  coiivcrsaiion  pass 
between  the  deceased  and  you  on  the  subject 
4}f  the  event  that  had  taken  place? — None, 
only  he  said,  '*  God  AlmighQr  help  that  poor 
unhappy  man  " 

Did  you,  in  passing  from  your  own  apart- 
ment to  that  or  air  Fiancit*  aee  the  piiaoner  f 


TrUa  qfSir  A.  Gordtm  KmMk  pO* 

Irum  the  year  I7ti0 

Fdbiwy 


Were  you  intimate 
downwards  ? — Yes. 

When  did  air  DtmA  die«-4B 
last. 

Was  IbepHMl  at  that  time  in  the  hoMe>— 

Yes, 

How  long  did  he  continue  after  i — i  cannot 
say ;  I  went  away. 

Did  sir  Francis  ever  go  from  home  at  anv 
tin)'',  riTid  Iphvc  his  brother,  his  sister  anS 
you,  aL  (Jiinierton  ?-  Yes.  I  came  into 
Edinburgh  ho  fore  the  session  rose,  and  before 
that  lime,  sir  Francis  had  f^onc  tu  Kdirbur;;h. 

Did  you  remain  at  Oiimerton  Uurutg  tbs 
time  of^ ur  Franeit*a  abeenee  r~-Yea. 

Wlio  a  tfd  1^  landlord  then? — ^Thc  major. 
Durtug  any  time  previous  to  Uie  19th  of 
March,  had  you  occasion  to  observe  any 
thing  particular  io  the  conduct  of  the  pn- 
soner  i — Nothing,  except  that  he  waadiiMBQl' 
fied  with  his  father's  settlements. 

Does  it  consist  with  your  knowledge,  that 
sir  I'rancis  had  any  particular  r^sun  fot 

Sing  to  Edinburgh  f—YeSf  it  was  to  taioB 
9  Mvice  ef  counsel  on  hw  latlier's  ealll^ 
ments. 

Do  you  not  know,  ttiat  it  was  on  acoonnt 
of  the  dissatisfaction  that  the  panel  bad  ex* 
pressed  >  —Yes,  from  the  time  that  sir  Kandt 
lef  t  Gihi  ertontogptoEdinbuighy  tiUlhftdip: 
that  1  left  It  also. 

Did  any  conversation  paaa  on  that  tipk 
Yes. 

What  was  the  tendency  of  that  oottvett»> 
tion  ?— The  panel  espreaeed  bia  diwntii^irtiail 

in  several  conversations. 

From  the  year  1780  downwards,  did  3^ 
observe  any  thing  particular  in  the  conductof 
the  prisoner  ? — lie  was  remarkable  for  being 
exceedinslv  tTfiblesome  whf  n  be  got  drink. 

Do  you  rei  oiiect  any  oilitr  peculiarity?— 
He  was  sometimes  not  correct,  not  sane. 

Do  you  alhjflr  to  the  tune  lie  v<      isi  lirrtinr 

or  Otherwise  !* — lie  was  conbued  Ivruma^y 
once  in  Editibunh. 
Do  you  rccolieet  when  ^— It  wna  a  im 

year^  air*!. 

il  Isum  that  circumstance  or  any  (othcfv 
■lent  to  that  of  sir  Ffanci8»  see  the  prisoner  f  |  that  yw  formed  your  opinbn  of  ' ' 
^No,  I  did  not  "see  him  a^ain.  insane? — It  h  from  that 

Was  he  not  on  tiie  suurs,  nor  in  the  lobby  ?   gether  with  otlicr  appearaocea. 
•19d.  I    Of  what  nature  were  thesa 

When  did  ^Tr.  Bell  anMrcF— B«  OMie 
about  eleven  o'clock.  ! 

Waa  air  Francis  regularly  attended  by  me-  , 
4ical  persona^Yes.  I 

Had  yoti  any  farther  conversation  with  sir 
I'rancifc  i — i  Itad  some  iitlle  conver^ation,  but    wtH:u  sober,  which  ciHiid  induce  y 
oone  on  the  accident,  or  the  person  who  POse  him  tniane?— I  remcaaber  w 


anccs  ? — That  of  beinz  trn\:bV~on-r  in  com- 
pany ;  and«  at  a  formti  period  of  life,  he  was 


one  of  the  must  mild  and  plf  a  mnt  i 

pany  I  ever  saw. 

Did  you  ever  observe  any 


persor 

committed  it,  except'  what  I  mentioned 

i»efore. 

Row  long  did  sir  Pranm  survive  the  acci- 
dent?—T  he  wouml  WAS  recrivod  on  Wednes- 
day rooming,  and  he  died  oa  Thuiiday  nigbt, 
^mut  eleven  o'clock. 


appearances. 

ou  to  sup- 
€>ncr. 


-Yon  were  intimate  in 

Tmio  <;r  ^v.,  y\  Kinloch 

(O^uiuacy  conuutief — From  ilie  y  ear  1763. 


tlie  family  of  the 

how  |otic»  {fid  that 


pose 

years  ago,  that  he  came  to  roy  bcd-wde,  ia 
my  own  house,  about  live  in  the 
and  said,  he  wa%  soing  to 
to  see  m.ijor  Mackay. 

JLori  Jiutiu  CWt.^Uad  he  not  bcea  lA 
town  f — No ;  he  hnd  bean  mwnlBug  •■ 
night. 

.Waaheaobcr]U.Yak 


Digitized  by  Google 


905)  Jor  MunUr. 

Lord  Advocate — Was  it  from  his  con vcm- 
tioD  or  appearance  that  you  judged  htm  in- 
fue?— 4noiB  both. 

Did  he  tell  you  his  purpOM  IB  gC^gtO  visit 
major  Mackay  f — No. 

Nor  where  be  had  been?— Yea,  at  Ber- 
wick. 

Did  yoM  aUempl  to  dissuade  him  ? — Yes, 

Did  he  stale  any  reason  why  he  was  going 
to  see  nuyor  Maekayf— Nooe. 

Did  you  take  ally  attps  ia  oomequaoca  of 
this  f — No. 

Did  yoa  ever  comimimcaie  to  Ms  fiuo'iTy 
the  opinion  you  had  formed  ? — I  think  thai  I 
must  have  menlioned  to  sir  f  raocts,  that  I 
thought  him  iusane. 

Doyoi  know  of  any  cause  of  enmity,  or  of 
eny  grudge  subsisting  between  the  panel  and 
hi&  brother?— His  conduct  when  in  drink  w  a:} 
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Do  you  remember  any  thinfi  more  remark- 
able than  another  ^ — I  remember  very_  high 
words  passing  betwaan  thaoi,  and  the  prisoner 
airuck  Sir  Frdncis. 

Did  sir  Francis  give  any  cause  for  this?— 
lie  certainly  was  lu  a  great  passion. 

Was  there  any  caose  ibr  this  passion  ? — 
Tlie  panel  had  given  great  nbuse  to  a  eentle- 
man  at  his  father's  table,  and  sir  Jbrancis 
mpfowd  lum  for  it  He  struck  him  with  a 
§las9  tumbler^  and  wounded  Jum  upon  the 
jace. 

Were  you  present  at  the  abuse  that  had 
«iken  place  I— I  was. 

In  your  opinion,  was  the  ahu«^  stich  as  to 
sir  i'rancls  tur  taking  his>  brother  to 
thOlk  it  wab. 
What  happfiud  111  consequence  ?— I  car- 
ried sir  Francis  up  fctairi>  and  dre&sed  hun. 
Sir  David  was  not  infonned  4^  it  tlmP— 

JJot  for  some  time. 

Dues  it  consist  with  your  knowledge,  that 
the  panel  was  obUaed  lo  leave  his  father's 
iKnise  on  account  of  thb  miwindeisianding  ? 
—I  think  fte  w;is. 

Uow  did  sir  Francis  take  this  beiiaviour  ?— 
He  feipve  him.  He  did  not  feel  any  resent- 
ment. 

During  Uie  last  years  of  your  acauaintance 
vrith  the  panel,  was  he  aecuslomeo  to  leave 

the  houi<e  suddenly,  without  warnings  Oftell- 
iog  where  he  was  going? — Yes. 

And  did  he  come  back  without  telling 
wbava  he  had  faeen  Yea. 

Were  any  steps  taken,  or  proposed  to  be 
taken  to  conhne  him  ?  I  never  heard  of  any 
during  aH  th»  time,  till  immediately  before 
the  present  event.  I  mean  till  after  sir 
David's  dealb. 

Mr.  Biimetl.— Had  you  occasion  to  know 
that  the  major  came  to  Edinburgh,  and  re- 
mded  there  some  lime  before  his  brother's 
death?— \ts. 

How  lone  before  his  death  P^-A  few  days, 
ind  he  lived  in  the  Black  Bull  inn. 

In  what  state  did  he  wjpear  i  was  he  able 

la  mvane  oDfonml  m^iccti  7— He  wai. 


Do  you  mnemlier  any  diflference  io  hi* 
appearance  from  what  you  had  seen  at  Gil- 
mertonf— I  thought  he  had  been  living 
harder  than  nsuul. 

Did  you  observe  any  other  alteration  1 — No. 

Lord  Adwtaie.— 'You  tell  us  you  never 
knew  of  any  steps  being  taken  to  confine 
him  ? — None,  until  I  went  to  Haddington. 

When? — On  Ihe  Monday  evening. 

Was  that  the  first  time  ?— Yes. 

What  induced  ti  r  family  todu  tbia^— ^Th|l 
deranged  state  he  wa^  in. 

Were  any  steps  actually  taken  ?^Un 
Son)ner  roturncd  from  Gilmerton  to  Hadding- 
ton, lor  the  purpose. 

Was  there  any  preparation  made  in  the 
course  of  TueMay  None,  till  Tuesday 
night.  The  panel  came  Imine  n^  out  six,  and 
Mr.  Somner  was  sent  lur  about  ten;  and  it 
was  proposed  to  aecure  the  panel,  but  Sir 
Francis  delayed  it. 

Who  proposed  it?— Sir  Francis  himself 
proposed  it. 

Amcen  MMillan,  cross-emmincd  by  Mr. 
HasM. 

Deponed,  That  the  panel,  when  in  Mn. 
Fairbairn's,  attempted  to  swallow  a  bit  of 
meat,  and  could  not :  that  his  brother  Alex* 
ander  assisted  bito  to  carry  the  glass  to  hie 
head,  on  account  of  llie  sliiiking  oi  his  hand : 
that  be  was  unquiet  and  restless;  kept  walk- 
ing backwards  and  forwards  through  the 
room,  and  went  out  to  the  stable- yard  uomI 
garden:  thai  he  ?eemed  <»ppre%st'(l  anr)  un- 
happy, and  liardly  juined  lu  liic  cunverialion  : 
that  be  gave  no  reason  for  his  purpose  of 
going  to  Edinburgh,  nor  for  returning  lo 
Hadoinglon,  nor  lor  calling  at  Mr.  Somner'st 
that  the  qntation  of  his  person,  and  the 
shal<iji::;  <S  his  hand,  appe arc  d  hi  ilit  df  nonent 
to  ariM  from  illness,  and  not  from  liquor: 
that  he  did  not  prcsa  drinking,  or  show  ai^ 
desire  for  it ;  on  tne  contrary,  drank  less  than 
others  of  the  company  ;  and  that  of  course, 
they  would  not  iiave  agisted  hmi  lo  carry  the 
elass  to  his  head,  if  tluiy  had  tliought  that  he 
had  already  got  more  than  he  was  the  belter 
of:  that  Mr.  Somner  ^ve  directions  to  the 
ostler  to  look  after  him,  as  appearing  to  be 
ill  and  deranged,  and  unfil  to  take  care  of 
himself :  that  on  the  evening,  when  the  panel 
struck  his  brother,  it  was  after  supper,  and 
the  bottle  had  been  on  the  table,  and  the 
party  drinking  from  dinner  to  supper:  that 
on  the  evening  of  iuesdi^  the  uth,  Mr. 
Somner  had  brought  a  strait  waistcoat  witb 
him  to  htr  pnt  on  the  panel,  and  a  nunc  or 
keeper  lo  attend  him. 

Lord  Juttke  Ckrk,—Ywi  have  deponed  la 
various  meeUngs  with  the  panel  before  the 
accident  happened.  Now,  Hcconhne;  to  the 
best  of  your  judgment,  was  iie  lu  a  capacity  lo 
know  the  diflference  between  monl  good  and 
evi),  and  to  know  tittt  minder  wat  a  crime 
I  cannot  say. 

Say  t»  thebeit  of  your  Jud^entN-I  lUak 
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he  wA?  in  a  capacity  to 
and  evil. 

Lord  EfkgrvM.'fVai  yoa  any  Teaaon  fo 

believe,  that  the  prisoner  was  acquainted  with 
the  coming  of  tbe  womaB  from  Haddu^o? 

—No. 

Mr.  Trotter  (one  of  the  Jury).>-DM  sir 
Trancis,  after  cominj*  out  of  the  major's  room, 
on  the  ni^ht  on  which  tbe  accident  happened, 
a^eak  as  if  there  bad  been  any  diftrence  that 
ni^  betweeB  him  ami  the  major  No.* 

Gtorge  Soinacr,  surgeon  hi  Uaddington,  exa- 
mioed  by  Mr.  aohcitor-gencral  Blair. 

Were  you  well  acouainted  with  tiie  d6> 
eeased  &ir  Francis  Kinioch  ? — Yes. 

I>o  you  roBMrnber  of  receiving  a  message 
from  Gilracrton  on  Mondiy  the  l3th  of  April 
last  ? — mesaeoger  came  trom  Miss  Kinloch, 
^amngmetocorae  immediate j  and  speslk 
to  her.   I  went  there  about  one  or  two  o'clock. 

What  conversation  passed  betwixt  Miss 
Kinloch  and  you?— It  was  to  prevent  ranjor 
Kinloch  from  ^iog  to  Edinburgh,  for  she 
thought  him  in  a  very  unsettled  slate  of  miod 
and  not  fit  to  undertake  the  journev. 

Did  yoa  see  the  ?^  sew  mm  "before 
I  saw  Miss  Kinloch.  He  wa5  in  a  j)OSl  chttis.r, 
at  the  door.  He  said  he  was  going  to  town. 

Did  he  accordingly  set  out  ? — Not  imme- 
diately. I  observed  htm  in  the  chaise  very 
much  agitated;  -and,  from  his  appearance, 
suspected  It  to  be  on  his  account  that  Miss 
Kinloch  had  sent  for  me. 

^Vflal  conversation  had  you  ^vith  Miss 
Kmloch? — She  told  me  that  he  appeared  in  a 
strange  situation ;  that  he  had  eome  theie  on 
the  Sunday,  irith  the  bucfclea  or  Strings  out^f 
his  shoes. 

What  did  you  say  ?— I  told  her  that,  from 
the  observations  I  had  made  myself,  I  con< 
eluded  him  perfectly  mad,  and  that  be  should 
not  be  allowed  to  go  about. 

What  were  the  ctrenmslafiees  tliat  made 
you  think  so? — Frnm  the  -ij^pcarancc  of  liis 
cye.and  tbe  agitation  in  whicli  lie  seemed  to  be. 

Has  it  been  common  for  you  to  attend  mad 
persons  ?— No. 

What  farther  p;i<^*e<1  ? — 1  went  down  stairs 
to  try  to  Atop  lurn  truin  gouig  away.  I  told 
him,  if  he  would  wait  till  I  got  some  little 
refreshment,  T  %riuiKl  {;o  with  him  to  Tlad- 
ihngtoa*  This  was  the  argument  1  made  use 
of  to  induce  him  to  come  oat  of  the  chaise. 

What  did  he  say  to  this?— That  he  could 
not  stop,  as  he  would  be  too  late  for  dinner  -.u 
Edinburgh;  and  he  accordingly  ordered  the 
postillion  to  drive  on,  and  drove  away. 

After  this,  had  youany  fiirthcr  converiation 
with  Miss  Kinloch  ?~Yes.  I  urged  the  pro- 
priety and  neeesrity  of  eoniining  nim.  I  told 

*  It  was  understood  that  this,  and  tbe  five 
soccaeding  wttnestes,  w«reio  heciiUed  haek, 

and  re-examined,  at  the  instance  of  the  panel : 
hut  their  exculpatory  evidence  was  Ultimately 
dispensed  with.  Orig,  ^rfi*. 


sir  Francis  the  same  tliin?  thai  T  had  told 
M.i&8  Kmloch :  and  he  expressed  a  ilcitre, 
that  I  might  follow  tbe  major  to  Bdiabutgit, 
and  take  the  a<lvice  of  the  twadaololi  Hsacs 
as  to  what  should  be  done. 

Did  you  return  to  iiudiikagtofi  that  oivht? 
— Yes ;  and,  wlien  1  returned  there,  f  ve- 
coived  a  message  from  Mr  Alexander  Kin- 
loctt  and  Mt.  M'Mtllan,  who  were  at  Mrs. 
Fairbaim's  desiring  me  to  go  there.  Iwesi 
thorr  :\T)d  -i^v  Mr.  Alfxauder  and  Mr.  M'liil' 
Ian,  and  told  them  what  had  passe^l  at  Git* 
merton.  They  told  me,  that  they  had  met 
the  major  floing  to  Edinburgh.  AAer  dioae^ 
Mr.  M'MiUan  obscr%'ed  the  chaise  in  whidi 
the  major  was.  It  wa^i  driving  as  if  he  ht4 
been  coming  from  Edinburgh.  We  kx>ic«l 
to  sec  which  way  the  rhaisc  would  po,  and  it 
Stopped  at  my  shop  do^.  I  went  down,  aod 
asked  hun  to  come  up  to  FhifhaimV.  Wi 
agreed  to  come.  He  shook  hiinds  with  his 
brother  Alexander,  saying,  he  was  very  iH, 
and  would  never  be  belter.  He  then  walind 
about  the  room  in  great  agitation,  and  shaking 
his  h^nf^ ;  and  he  attcrwerds  left  the  rf>om. 

Did  his  brother  or  any  body  a^  hiia  U 
ttAy9-^^  all  a«hed  Mm  fa  ati^and  take 
^onic  dinner,  and  either  g04»  Bdulhui|^|« 
relitni  to  Giimerlon. 

What  did  he  say?~He  tried  to  «at  ail 
rould  not,  and  be  sometimes  eat  on  the^WI^ 
side  of  a  bed,  ^  hich  happened  to  beindlS 
room,  but  wuuid  uut  he  down. 

Did  he  afterwards  agree  to  go  toOikneileef 
— Yes.  I  went  in  one  chaifse  w:th  Wim,  r.n] 
McMillan  and  Mr.  AlaKtmder  went  in  afl«- 
ther.  On  our  v>~^y,  the  panel  deaind  la|lt 
out  of  the  chaise. 

Did  he  give  no  reason  ? — No. 
Did  he  return? — No.  I  desired  one  of  the 
postillions  to  go  after  him.  He  said  be  wouM 
not  return,  l»ecause  ha  Ivnsgoing  haalcto  Hsdr 
dinclon. 

v^iiet  was  'done  ^lienF«^W!e  went  <ai  is 

Gil  merlon. 

About  what  time  did  you  arrive  theref" 
Between  nine  and  ten. 

Did  you  stay  all  night  i — Yes. 

Were  sir  Francis  and  Miss  Kinkib  tbmi 
—Yes. 

How  long  did  you  slay  at  Gilmertoa?-4 

staid  all  nigrit,  and  returned  nc.\t  inornifr;^ 

Did  you  receive  any  message  troro  Uil- 
merton  the  next  day,  beim;Tbesiay,^  MA 
of  April? — Yes.  I  rTpjvcd  a  card  fmm  Mr. 
M'Millan,  informing  lue  that  the  major  had 
arrived,  and  desiring  me  to  come  down,  aoi 
bring  what  was  necessary. 

What  did  you  understand  by  tht*?  -Tim- 
derfttood,  that  it  was  meant  to  couhne  tbe 
major,  and  that  I  shouM  hrmg  a  strait  vaist- 
co  ii.  I  accordingly  set  «it,  and  tarried  with 
me  a  strait  waistcoat,  and  sent  for  a  Bursr, 
iHm>  somatlmes  attends  deranged  people. 

AndyouwenttoOtlmerlon  with  tJ  e  nr-r' 
— Ye<,  and  I  arrivtd  them  about  ten  o deck 
at  night. 
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A  flcr  your  arrival,  did  you  t:ikc  any  mra-  ' 
nmcs  ? — i  went  to  the  majort  ami  found  . 
lunv  prettyifinet  in  h»a  bed-room,  but  sliU 
VHh  the  same  wild  luck  as  tlic  day  hrfMPc. 

you  aov  con ver Elation  with  6ir  >  rauus^ 
•r  Miy  of  tha  ramilj,  after  you  cant  ?<—Yi«. 

Did  you  tcU  them,  that  you  had  brought 
the  waislcoal?  — I  certainly  did.  Tiitjr agiraed 
m  the  propriety  of  accuriug  hun. 

What  was  your  reason  ftir  not  securing 
him? — I  spoke  to  the  servants  freaaently, 
the  buticr,  Mibs  Ktuioch's  servani,  occ  but 
Ibe  most  of  them  w&fv/Om  •nrcfw,  ot  •Inid 
lo  do  it. 

X>ft  you  know  wb»t  made  them  afraid  to  do 

Had  youobMfved«inialM«lltheiBi||sr^^ 

HOt  not  then. 

You  supped  at  Giimerton.  Did  you  see 
ihe  major  f — Became  down  to  the  parlour 
about  three  in  the  mrirning.  He  came  down 
%wk9.  Wiien  he  came  m  for  the  first  time, 
he  walked  sbout  dinradedly,  and  c«>iDrkdMd 
#f  a  violent  pain  in  hi«  bowels. 

Had  you  any  more  conversatiuu  about  the 
fMUO  in  bis  bowels  ?->He  blamed,  as  the  cause, 
a  dose  of  pills  which  sir  Francis  had  given  i 
him,  and  which,  as  I  undendood  £rom  sir 
Francis,  were  analeptic  pills. 

Tills  wtsthe  first  time  he  spoke  of  them?— 
Yes.  He  said  the^f  piiN  }i  k!  ilunc  him  a 
^eat  deal  ot  lU,  and  lie  believed  he  was  poi* 
•OMdbytlMtt.  ladvtsedbimtogoloM} 
Vfon  which  he  left  the  room. 

Pid  you  go  up  to  his  bed-room  ? — No. 

Did  he  come  down  again? — Ves. 

WtesF— fioonaAari  trilhiaavsiylewBii- 

Ilad  you  any  convcr9atu>n  on  that  occa* : 
•k>n  ?~No.  I 

Lord  Advoeatr — .^fter  yon  c.ittic  with  tlic 
siratt  waistcoat,  did  you  sec  the  major  at  any  j 
tlna  ant  of  hb  own  room,  before  he  came  j 
down  to  the  parlour  I — I  saw  him  once,  and  i 
spoke  to  him.  I  said  he  had  much  better  not  ^ 
^  dowa  in  the  situation  he  then  was  m,  for  t 
that  Miss  lUDloch  was  not  gone  to  bed.  This  I 
was  hetivfrn  one  and  two  o'clock  of  WV diu  ?- 
day  morning;  and  the  major  Jbad  ao  doaths  i 
an,  excepting  lib  traaebia  wd  sUrt 

Mr.  SolMnf'  OmmL^T^Hi  nt  aO  tliat 
faasad. 

Wtlnwu.   I  said  to  him,  do  not  go  down 
ID  that  situation,    lie  said  he  would  go  i 
down,  fnr       wanted  to  see  Frank.   I  took 
kold  o4  liiin  l)y  liie  arm,  and  said  softly. 

Dear  sir,  do  not  go  down  in  that  sHiaition.'' 
W  hen  I  took  hold  of  him  by  the  arm,  he 
drew  a  piiiioi.  I  let  go  his  arm.  He  said, 
tahacaraaf  yoanelf.  At  that  very  time,  sir 
Fraocis  was  coming  up  stairs.  Sir  Francis 
said,  "  Gordon,  what  is  tke  matter  He  re- 
plied, *•  I  do  not  know  wbat  to  do.  Oh  I  I 
am  ill,  I  eaniiot  sleep.'' 

Did  yoti  *)r  'ir  Fr:mri<^  '^nv  ;\ny  thin^  lo 
this?— The  major  went  into  his  room;  L  be- 
iMfnabtrMobfrtMUiiaMflk  Inwldafni 
•taiM  toon  after. 


Ml  Solicitor  Ge'fK'ra/.-'You  hawv  told  aa 
tiiat  iiu  caoie  down  twice  i 
Witnm^YM,  Thb  waaM»e$  lhafint 

time. 

Tell  us  what  happened  the  second  tin^f'— 
Ho  cana  down  in  tlie  very  satna  dbtCKted 

manner:  he  walked  up  and  down:  nobody 
s^ke  lo  him.  Sir  Frinris  went  out  after 
him,  then  Alexander,  aud  liien  I  followed. 

Had  he  all  his  clothes  on  when  he  came 
into  the  parlour  ? — I  do  not  remember.  He 

generally  had  one  or  both  his  bauds  in  his 
reeches  podtets.  The  pistol  that  I  had  seen, 
made  me  suspect,  that  he  had  his  hands  im 
bis  breeches  pockets  holding  pistols. 

¥mm  what  part  of  hbclollMS  did  he  pro- 
duce the  pistol  when  yon  saw  it  first  ?  From 
his  brcecnes  pocket.  Wiipn  I  fuHowed  them 
as  mentioned  before,  and  had  come  without 
the  parlour  door,  I  saw  the  flash  of  a  pistol* 
I  was  then  between  the  parlour  door  atid  ^a 
entrance.  The  dash  was  in  the  stair. 

Whaia  was  tbe  panel,  and  wbcia  waa  sir 
Francis  at  this  time?— After  seeing  the  flash, 
I  was  so  confu«^ed,  thai  1  cannot  recollect; 
but  I  heard  sir  Francis  cry  he  was  done  for* 
I  ran  up  to  them.  They  were  standing  in  tfaa 
stair.  Whether  I  assisted  in  secunng  the 
punel,  i  do  not  remember;  but  I  assisted  sir 
Francis  in  going  up  stairs. 

Af\cr  sir  Francis  was  carried  up  stair*;,  what 
did  you  seef — I  saw  a  wound  about  tiuree  or 
fbtn^iaehas  below  the  braaat-bone.  Whaaha 
was  laid  in  bed,  I  dressed  the  wound. 

Did  yoii  apprr  hend  it  to  be  mortal? — Yes. 
Did  you  oi  sir  Fraucis  say  any  thin^  during 
the  time  you  wore  vrith  him  ?— Ue  said,  it  waa 
inrMlne^s'in  him  to  attempt  sccuihig  lus  hlO* 
iher.   i  said,  certainly  it  was. 

Was  there  any  other  assistance  sent  for 
Yes.  Dr  Monro,  Mr.  Hell,  and  my  brother. 

When  did  sir  Fmociesdie? — Ue  died  on 
the  Thursday  evening,  abotrt  eleven  o'dodc* 
Are  you  satisfied  ttiat  the  wound  waa  tha 
cause  of  his  death  ?— I  am  sati^ficd  it  was. 

Did  you  examine  the  body  along  wiili  tba 
other  gentlemen? — Yes. 

l^ul  yon  find  the  bullet?-  T  wn*?  present 
wtteu  It  was  extracted.  Mr.  Lk;ii  o^travted  it, 
whila  sir  FrMcb  waa  altvc» 

[The  witness  was  shown  a  eertificata  of  what 

had  been  observed  in  opcDin<:  the  body  of 
sir  Fr  'ncis  after  hi?i  death,  and  was  asked 
if  iiu  li<id  digued  this  cectificate }  to  which 
question  he  answated  in  tba  affinnativa.] 

Did  ytm  sea  the  panel,  again,  at  had  fait 

any  convtrsation  with  hirn.  ifteryou  went  up 
with  sir  Francis  f — ^1  do  not  remember  of  see- 
ing him  till  he  was  iaHadtegton  nol.  Alter 
the  pistol  ma  fiiad»  Iramambernathhigaboiit 

him. 

When  did  you  see  him? — I  saw  him  lu 
HaddingdoogaoUon  Fiiday,the  l6th  of  April 

^^  hat  ronvcrsation  passed  thrrr  '  -I  had 
no  particular  cooversalkm.  I  went  up  with 
Dr.  Honef  wd  Mr.Mdla  tba  miBirtcr  of  tba 
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pariah.  Mr.  Goldie  said,  that  as  his  brother 
was  now  dead,  it  fell  to  him  to  give  dtrectiont 

3"^  to  what  was  to  he  ilonp  at  Gumcrton ;  for, 
though  he  was  accused  of  a  most  horrid 
crime,  yet  he  was  net  yet  indicted,  nor  tried 
by  the  laws  of  his  country.  He  replied,  that 
he  was  in  such  a  f^talc  of  mind,  that  he  could 
Xive  no  directions  ur  advice  ahoul  any  thing. 
The  next  thing  that  Mr.  Goldie  said  was,  that 
it  was  the  opinion  of  lawyers,  thnt  he  micht, 
In  the  presence  of  witness,  appoint  Mr. 
Frater  and  him  to  act  for  bim. 

WlKit  answer  did  the  major  make? — I  do 
not  remember  the  ao»weri  but  he  agreed 
to  it. 

You  said  the  mtjorappeared  in  great  horror: 
what  did  he  say  ?— He  said,  it  was  a  fatal  day. 
Afterwards,  Dr.  Home  asked  him,  if  he  would 
with  to  see  major  Mackav  and  Dr.  Farquhar* 
son.  He  said,  be  woul*  be  veiy  glad  to  see 
them. 

Zerd  AdwKtOe.  —When  sir  Finncis  left  the 

parlour,  in) mediately  before  the  accident,  did 
you  know  for  what  purpose  he  went? — No. 

What  was  your  purpose  ? — Sir  Francis  and 
I  ■greed  as  to  the  pfopriety  of  securing  the 
major,  ifhe  can\r  in  a  second  time;  but  I  did 
not  leave  the  room  with  the  intention  of  se- 
cui  him. 

DkI  you  send  for  any  of  the  out  servants  to 
asi^st  in  seizing  him*?-^I  know  they  were 
sent  for. 

Did  you  know  that  they  were  dismissed  ? — 
No.  1  did  not  see  any  of  ihem  at  the  time 
the  accident  happened. 

When  did  you  see  amrof  them?— I  saw 
them  bctwffii  f'vrlvc  and  two  o'cloclt.  I  do 
not  know  that  titcy  were  sent  home. 

Lard  JuHka  CkrK-^^fhit  last  time  you  saw 
the  panel,  previous  to  the  event  that  to-jk 
place,  is  it  your  opuuon,  that  he  was  then  in 
Biieh  a  situation,  as  not  to  distinguish  moral 
good  from  evil,  uud  not  to  know  that  murder 
was  a  crime  ?~I  cannot  say.  I  do  notkoow 
V'hatlie  could  distinguish. 

Is  it  your  opinion?— When  I  saw  him  on 
the  Mot)(!^v,  and  en  the  Tuesday,  I  consi- 
dered hmi  road. 

Mr.  Solicitor  Oemerml—Wn  he  mad  to 
5\)ch  ;i  <K  i:;rec,  as  not  to  be  able  to  distinguish 
good  Crom  evtl.' — I  cannot  answer  the  qucs- 
Uon  in  any  other  way  than  that  I  thought 
hhn  perfoetly  mad. 

(The  vitnem  was  eidend  to  frithdiaw.] 

Mr.  Hope.— I  eonid  have  wished,  that  a 
question  of  this  nature  h  >j]  h 
come  from  the  prosecutor,  because  iheu  1 
might  have  eemmented  upon  it  with  greater 

freedom  than  I  raji  do,  since  it  has  been  sug- 
gested by  the  Court.  The  questjoo,  however, 
1  thinh,  was  a  proper  one ;  and  it  was  pro- 
perly answered.  The  witness,  after  repeated 
inwrrogatious,  said,  thut  could  not  take 
UpOfi  him  to  tell  what  ^nrnd  could  di&tin- 
niishs  but  that  when  he  (the  witness)  saw 

hhn  ca  the  Mond^»  tad  ea  Ihe  I^imdi^^ 


he  considered  him  mad.  He  wys  aauo,  1 
cannot  answer  the  question  otherwue,  tin 

that  I  thought  him  perfectly  mad.^  And  I 
must  say,  that,  as  a  professional  man,  be 
could  not  answer  it  otherwise  than  ha  has 
done.   My  lords,  I  am  not  of  thewiuieis*S 
profession ;  but,  as  a  man  who  has  puid  *oro« 
attention  to  ttie  human  nunii,  and  to  humaa 
1  nature,  I  must  repeat,  that  the  qucstioo  ues 
I  an5«rred  as  it  ought  to  have  hem. 
I    My  lords,  I  have  made  some  observatioos 
I  on  madmen  myself.  Persons  in  thatwilieppy 
situation  are  too  otien  exposed  to  the  imp^r- 
I  tinent  visits  of  strangers :  at  least,  it  usea  Ut 
1  be  so  in  London :  and  well  I  remember,  when 
I  at  an  earlv  period  of  Itfo,  led  1^  the  idls 
I  curiosity  of  a  boy,  I  have  gone  to  virw  the 

f laces  of  their  confinement  But,  my  ionis, 
hardly  ever  saw  a  man  so  mad  (though  lying 
naked,  and  chained,  on  straw),  who,  if  the  ab- 
stract question  were  put,  do^ou  think  murdsc 
a  crime?  would  not  answer  m  tbeaffirmatfvt. 
Madmen,  my  lords,  will  of\tn  talk  ratioDsUf 
on  any  subject,  until  you  come  acro^that 
particular  topic,  which  has  denmged  their 
understanding.  I  therefore  sulmit,  that  it  il 
not  proper  to  press  the  witness  for  a  mofs 
particular  answer.  Has  he  not  said,  that  the 
panel  was  perfectly  mad  f  The  prosecutor  talks 
of  degrees  i  t  in;u]ness,  but  there  i-»  no  flrrrcf: 
in  perfect  madness;  this  isalrearly  the  super- 
lative degree.  And  when  tlie  witness,  a  pro- 
fessional roan,  has  declared,  t)  at  l  e  cannot 
answer  the  qtiostion  otherwise,  I  say,  that 
any  other  answer  wlutii  lie  may  give,  cannot 
be  an  answer  according  to  his  conacieoee* 

My  lords,  had  not  uic  witness  been  a  pro- 
fessional man,  I  should  not  have  insisted  lo 
much  upon  m  point;  hut  as  a  man  wIm^ 
frciii  li!  profession,  must  know  sonielliing  of 
the  nature  of  this  disease,  I  do  repeat,  he 
could  not  have  answered  tlie  qoeslion  in  any 
other  manner;  and  I  do  submit,  that  he  can* 
not  he  forced  to  give  any  other  answer  than 
tiiat  which  he  has  already  given. 

Lord  AdtoeaU.-^ykj  lords,  I  do  not  inind 
to  press  the  witness  any  farther  on  that  point. 
If  my  brother  supposes  that  I  meant  to  press 
him  to  maice  an  answer  contoaiy  to  his  eo** 
science, — that  I  meant  to  push  hiin  to  pl^t? 
I  me  a  ditierent  answer  from  that  which  he  has 
chosen  to  give, — he  has  much  mislalceB  mf 
meaning.  When  I  |MOceeded  to  preas  bim  a 
little  fdrihrr,  it  was  only  to  discover  what  was 
meant  undijr  lUc  words  ^  perfectly  mad.^ 
What  I  mean  to  preM  fiem  faim  goes  ihw 
far,  tn  •  er>  whether-  ♦^■r  ^-.uv.<-  -j-'Mi-^r  il  qtirstfoo, 
i  at  any  particular  ptitoU  oi  tuuc,  wiU  receive 
the  same  answer.  TUs  I  contmid,  I  mnen* 

tilled  to  do;  and  1  shall  judge  from  the  an- 
swers tliat  may  be  given,  what  infeienfr  i 
6liaii  draw  to  the  jury. 

[Tlie  witness  was  recalled.] 

Lord  AUi\Kai€. — When  jmi  saw  the  msnbI 
at  Mrs.  Fairbaim's  oa  thn  lienday,  wae 
ench naitilwa lite  dim wn  peiiiw 
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Or  to  know  Uml  mtwder  wu  fterifbe?— T  cm- 

not  say  ihnt  !ir  rrmld  not. 

When  you  saw  him  next  lUEht  in  his  own 
room  at  GUraertna,  down  to  the  time  of  his 
appearance  in  the  parlour,  can  you  say,  during 
that  perio<!,  from  ten  at  night  to  three  in  the 
tnorning,  th>it  the  panel  was  in  a  condition  to 
diaoem  good  Trom  evil, or  to  know  that  murder 
was  a  crime?  I  hav«  not  had  much  practice 
in  cases  of  insanity;  and  what  such  persons 
•tty  think,  I  am  ot  o  km  to  mj. 

You  have  tolfl  that  you  crmnot  ^ay,  that, 
when  at  Fairbairn's,  the  panel  cuutd  not  dis- 
cern good  from  evil;  and  that,  withroMfd  to 
the  second  period,  vou  have  not  had  much  | 
practice  in  ca<!es  of  lunacy, — very  proper  an- 
awers.  Now,  did  you  ubfrerve  aiiv  dinerence 
HI  that  time,  and  on  what  aule  lay  tho  di& 
ftrence  ? — I  did  not  oh^^erve  any  difference  iin- 
tU  he  came  into  the  pariour,  when  he  appear- 
ed wone. 

Mr.  Gwr^e  Stunner  cross- examioed  by  Mr. 
Hume. 

Deponed,  That  when  at  Haddington,  the 
panel  wa&  restless,  agitated,  and  unhappy, —  ' 
caaM  not  eay-**treinDled  so  as  to  need  assist-  I 
ancc  in  carrying  a  luinhkr  nf  uinr  and  wntrr  ' 
to  his  he»d;— Old  not  seem  disposed  to  drmk,  { 
nd  got  no  spirits  ^ere  that  he  knows  of: 
that  the  motion  of  returning  to  Gilmerton, 
was  not  the  panel's  own  thought,  but  the 
witness's  motion. 

Mr.  Hume. — If  you  were  carried  from  this 
room  to  Bedlam,  and  xhrre  ^^hown  a  lunatic 
in  his  cell ;  if  thb  lunatic,  on  being  a^ked,  ' 
•*  If  murder  is  a  crime  ?"  should  answer  \ 
**  Yrs,"  wniild  you,  on  thf  faith  of  tliat  :in-  ' 
ewer,  tluuk  U  sate  to  putyourseit  in  his  power, 
orto  ▼entufe  within  nis  reach  f — I  would  not 

May  nut  a  person  be  mad,  and  yet  know 
his  keeper  or  others  who  are  much  about 
bim,  ana  be  liable  to  be  intimidated  and  con- 
trolled by  them  ? — I  think  he  may. 

Do  you  think  that  the  panel,  on  the  Tues- 
day evening,  when  he  came  to  the  parlour, 
WM  in  such  a  situation  ot  ndnd  at  to  be  capa- 
ble of  distinguishing  the  good  or  evil  inten- 
tions of  those  who  came  near  him,  or  inter- 
Ared  with  hSmf  or,  to  be  more  paitiealar.  I 
do  you  think  he  \\  as  ible  to  distingviish,  and 
be  thankful  for  the  good  intention  of  a  me- 
dical person  like  yourself,  who  attended  to 
aerve  and  assist  him,  from  the  intention  of  an 
enemy,  who  <thooId  come  to  harm  himf— I 
tio  not  think  he  could. 

'  If  Yon  had  attempted  to  wrest  the  pistol 
from  him  at  the  top  of  the  stair,  should  you 
have  run  a  risk  of  your  life?— I  think  I 

If  you  had  triecl  !o  seize  him  when  sir 
JFrancis  did,  or  if  you  had  been  in  the  same 
poaition  as  sir  Francis  was  with  respect 
to  him,  at  the  time  when  the  pisu  l  was 
fired,  do  you  believe  that  von  should  have 
suet  with  the  sane  Utef— i  beikve  I  »houid. 
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Did  it  appear  to  you,  that  tbe  panel,  whea 

sir  Francis  was  witti  hira,  was  soothed  and 
pleased  with  his  iundness?— It  did  rattier  ap- 
pear 1o  me,  that  he  was  more  <{iriet  when  sir 
Francis  was  with  him  than  at  other  times. 

Was  he  evrr  alone  w\ih  ^ir  Francis  in  tho 
foufse  ot  ihc  iuciday  tveiung? — I  did  under- 
stand that  the  panel  and  sir  Francis  were  at 
times  in  the  panel's  bed-room  by  thtm^r^lves, 
but  I  cannot  positively  say  so  from  my  uwa 
knowledge. 

In  the  course  ofthe  Tuesday  evening,  were 
the  panel's  conduct  and  appearance  such  as 
to  persuade  you,  that  the  advice  which  you 
hau  given,  to  have  him  secured  and  confined, 
was  a  wrong,  or  eruuudle^9,  or  unnecessaij 
advice? — No,  1  aull  thuughl  it  right. 

At  the  time  when  the  panel  f<red  Ihepistol^ 
was  he  fully  dressed,  *>o  a>  lu  be  in  a  crifh f'-nn 
to  make  his  escape  if  he  iiad  beeu  .su  di!»- 
posedf — He  was  not. 

Lord  Sieinton. — You  you  hnui^ht  a 
woman  and  a  strait  waistcoat;  does  U  consist 
with  your  knowledie,  that  tlM  panel  was  in- 
formed of  this? — Ido  not  think  he  was  in* 
formed  of  the  waistcoat,  but  he  knew  of  tho 
nurse. 

lard  AdtoeiOej— I  y^ytvktd  vou  aireadj 

yotir  opinion  of  his  ««mity  on  the  Monday  and 
Tuesday.  I  put  the  same  question  again. 
When  you  saw  Inm  in  Jul,  did  you  then  thlnic 
him  capable  of  disccrnmg  good  from  evil,  and 
of  knowing  that  murder  was  a  crime? — 
thought  him  then  sensiUo. 

Mr.  MivNCrM^Cone  of  the  jury).— How  lone 
have  you  been  surgeon  to  ibe  family  of  GiK 
nierton  ? — Twelve  vears. 

Do  you  know  of  any  hereditary  diteaies  in 
the  family?— No 

Can  you  assign  any  caui»e  for  the  panel'a 
derang^ment^--No. 

ni>  yuu  know  whether  the  panel,  at  any 
time  previous  to  the  accident,  endured  a  re- 
markable degree  of  cold  ? — I  do  not  know. 

Do  you  know  whether  he  resisted  the  taking 
of  food?— I  mciiii  med  that  lie  would  eat  no- 
thing on  tbe  Monday. 

Do  you  know  whether  he  used  to  sleep 
well  I  have  observed  that  he  was  ^eij 
restless. 

Do  you  think  that  the  resistanee  of  eoUL 

hunger,  and  sleep,  affords  the  best  marks  oi 
distinguisbinK  insanity,  from  cases  where  it 
is  only  fei^nra  to  serve  a  particular  purpose  f 
—I  think  It  does. 

Mr.  M'Aulay  (another  of  the  jury). — When 
you  saw  the  panel  in  the  chaise,  djd  he  do 
any  thing,  or  say  any  thing  outrageous?— No« 

Di'l  yo II  think  him  drunlc  ? — >fo. 

Do  you  think  that  drink  might  have  pro', 
fkieed  the  aame  behaviourf — I  never  taw  fnoi 
in  the  same  silii  alion  In  Tore. 

Do  not  you  ilunk  thai  the  passions  of  the 
mind,  buch  tcuT,  ajigcr,  revenge,  jealousy, 
&c.  may  produce  temporary  fits  of  msanityf 
—I  think  they  mi^ht  have  pot  a  petaon  much 
in  tbe  same  siiualioa. 
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OioiS*  AMfftiM  «nliBiDed  by  Mh  BiriMlt. 

Were  yott  a  smant  to  Una  Kioloch  b 

April  last? — Yes. 

Po  vou  remember  any  accident  that  bap^ 
penedaboui  the  lAth  of  that  nontliN-Yet^ 
It  happened  betwooi  thna  and  four  ia  lha 

ZDorning. 

What  accident  do  you  allude  to  ? — I  was  in 
the  butler'a  parlour.  I  hoard  tfao  vqwit  of  a 

pistol. 

Where  did  ^ou  go  when  you  heard  the  re- 
port ?— I  ran  mto  the  diniDg-room,  and  laid 
nands  upon  major  Gordon. 

Did  you  not  see  sir  Francis  before  you  went 
into  the  dining-room f — I  just  got  a  glance  of 
him  in  passing. 

Did  you  $ce  any  pistols? — I  lifted  a  pistol 
within  the  dining-room  door. 

Was  it  loaded F— No.  It  was  empty,  but 
appeared  to  have  been  newly  discharged. 

Did  you  not  see  another  pistol  ? — ^1  received 
another  from  the  postillion,  which  he  said  be 
|iad  found  on  major  Gordon. 

Was  it  loaded  f— Yes.  I  ailerwards  saw  it 
drawn. 

[Here  the  witness  was  shown  a  pair  of  pistols.] 

Are  these  the  pistols  you  saw  /-^^Yes,  tlicy 
are. 

What  did  you  do  with  major  Gordon  ? — We 
laid  him  on  the  carpet,  and  held  him  down, 
vntil  a  woman  came  and  put  a  handkerchisf 

on  his  face.  He  then  liac!  a  strait  waistcoat 
put  up<m  him,  and  was  taJ^en  up  to  Ims  own 
xoom. 

What  did  he  say  to  you  ?— He  cried  10  iM 
him  live  for  one  houiv  and  be  woidd  i^va  ns 
100/.  a-piece. 

Did  he  speak  of  what  he  had  done?— 0e 
asked  if  his  brother  was  dead. 

Do  you  remember  any  thing  more? — After 
lie  waa  bouhd,  be  asked  what  we  were  going 
to  do  with  him,  if  wevfrefoifliglociithia 
Ihroatt  or  stab  bim. 

Was  he  carried  up  to  bis  room  He  wallced 
up* 

What  passed  then? — ^He  said,  I  bave 
done  an  awful  thing." 

Any  more?— I  went  away. 

When  did  you  see  ham  again Sometime 
through  the  dsy. 

Whattltuatieii  was  he  Inl  EM  jon  Im» 
him  say  anj  thiqg?— He  lajr  wiy  quiet  |p 
his  bed. 

.  Did  the  panel  desire  to  see  any  person  in 
particular? — He  asked  how  his  sister  was, 
and  wanted  to  see  Mr.  Frascr,  but  Mr.  Fraser 
would  not gfi  near  him.  He  asked  also  how 
his  brother  sir  Fkancis  was. 

Did  you,  or  any  body,  mention  in  what 
aiUiation  he  was  f— When  bcasked^Isaidbe 
veeverrpoorlv. 

Did  be  understand  the  aOiwef  tint  VtS 
made? — He  seemed  to  be  sorry. 

How  lung  was  he  iu  thai  situation Till 
Wedneid^  night. 


When  he  was  conveyed  to  Hadduigtoo 
gaol,  who  went  with  iiim? — Mr.  Hay  SaiAb, 
writer,  from  Haddington,  acoompeM  faba 
in  the  carriage. 

Did  he  say  he  was  sorry  for  what  be  bed 
done^— No;  but  he  seemed  to  be  somr,  tad 
somcilmea  appeared  not  to  widanliod  vlM 
was  said. 


George  Douglas  cross-exammed  by  Mr. 

Deponed,  That  the  panel,  after  being  Mi»> 
ed,  said  to  sir  Francis's  s^ant,  thai  bis 
master  had  poiKmed  him,  and  that  otbetwhs 
be  would  not  have  done  to  him  what  he  did: 
that  the  panel,  at  the  time  of  doing  the  deed, 
was  biwcaiintiontoinakehiseicMhi^ 
ing  nothing  on  but  hiabieecheeaiMapml 
coat. 

A  Icxander  CoeipieU  esambed  by  Mr.  BmnuU. 

Were  you  a  servant  at  GilmatOfI  llH 
Awni  ? — Yes,  I  was  postillion. 
i)o  you  remember  sir  Fmncte  being  wooad* 

ed  ?— Yes. 

At  what  period  of  the  month  did  it  bapoea  ? 
— I  do  not  remember  the  day «  it  was  aMl 

the  middle  of  the  month. 

Tell  us  what  passed  ? — I  waa  in  the  butler'l 
parlour,  and  heard  the  report  of  a  pistol  b^ 
tween  three  and  tar  in  the  mifuag,  ad 
went  into  the  dining-room,  where  tmwUDiyflf 
Gordon,  and  two  or  three  Sieryauii. 

Did  you  see  sir  Francis  after  yoo  hnrd  As 
report  of  the  pistol? — No. 

Did  you  see  any  pistols?~Yes»  I  sajr  ooe 
in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  lads.  ^  

Did  you  take  any  pistols  from  the  pRMMt 
—Yes,  I  to<^k  one  from  his  pocket. 

What  pocket?— lie  had  on  a  great  cost 
and  breeches.  The  plMol  «aa  iMun  out  Of 
bis  breeches  pocket. 

Was  it  loaaed  ? — I  believe  it  was,  but  can- 
not say  fiv  certain,  wI^Kftiltowdf  tiK 


[Here  the  vilaen  was  dMim  n  pirtri.] 

Do  you  know  that  pistol r— Yea.  Itiieis 

of  tlieni  I  saw. 

What  was  dune  with  the  maior  after  the 
pistols  were  taken  fram  himt-'-TlieiU  • 
jacket  put  on  him. 

Was  he  taken  to  his  room  ? — Yea. 

What  did  be  say?— He  sakl  that  bebs4 
been  poisoned  by  his  elder  brother ;  and  that 
be  knew  he  would  have  been  seised,  whether 
be  had  shot  sir  Francis  or  not 

What  more? — He  said  that  he  would  g.vs 
them  100/.  a-picce  to  let  him  live  one  hour. 

What  farther  conversation  parsed  in  the 
bed-room  ? — Nothing  more. 

Did  ^rou  see  him  caixied  awi^f^Ye^  Ikt 
same  night* 

Who  went  with  Umf— Mr.Snilb 
Baddii^lan. 

Juryman.— Vui  the  nuuor  offer  to 
you,  when  you  seised  bim  r — ^No»  ha  i 
US  quietly  IP  fuft  « ItejiM* 
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Deponed,  That  when  the  pistol  wsstred, 
Ibe  panel  had  on  m  great  coat,  breeches,  »blrt, 
and  stockings,  but  was  without  his  waistcoat, 
and  he  thtiiKs  had  uoUiing  on  his  feet  that 
iMcertiiiiljluidiiotiboesai;  inlyiftaebad 
may  thing  oo,  it  ww  onlj  slippera. 

WmlUt  OOmi  MMBiiMd  Iqr  Mr.  Rmrmm. 

Were  jou aervtnt  to  air  Fkindi  Einloeh? 

—Yes. 

Do  you  remeniber  of  sir  Francis  being 
vouoded  in  April  last  F^-Yes. 

Do  you  remombrr  at  what  time  it  hap- 
pened ?->It  was  about  three  of  a  Wednesday 
mofning.  J  was  in  the  bullet's  pwUmr,  um 
heard  the  pistol  discharged. 

Did  you  assist  in  seixiug  the  miyor? — ^Ycs. 
1  look  a  pistol  firom  his  poeket. 

Was  it  loaded  ?-*-!  believe  so. 

What  passed  when  you  bouud  the  major? 
—He  spoke  a  good  deal  while  we  were  bind- 
ing him.  He  called  out,  Ihtt  he  hid  been 
poisoned  hy  hi«»  brother. 

Did  be  say  anything  besides? — ^Ue  cried 
i»  let  tmn  uene,  aa  he  wMdd  live  but  one 

bonr. 

Any  thine  more? — I  do  not  recollect. 

JOB  do  nith  him  after  he  was 
tand    He  was  eairied  to  bed. 

WklHrOihm  cwaa  m imhiwJ  kgr  Mr.  Jbiae. 

Dieponed,  That  the  panel,  when  he  fired 
the  pistol,  was  not  in  a  condition  to  escape  or 
leave  the  house,  being  witiiout  his  shoes,  and 
aa  he  thinks  without  some  of  his  clothes :  that 
sir  Franci^  on  being  told  that  ihL-  p mr!  nas 
aecured,said.  Poor  unhappy  man.  And  that  sir 
nancts,  on  the  Wednesday  evening,  on  being 
told  that  the  major  w  is  (  tn  icd  to  Haddin-r- 
ton,  said,  "  What  arc  they  going  to  do  with 
him  there.  Why  don't  they  carry  him  to 
Eduibunhf*  but  whether  he  meant  to  apol 
or  a  nai^houae  he  did  not  explain 


examined  by  Mr.  Burnett. 

Tou  were  bttder  tothe  htte  airFnuKis  JUn- 
loehP— Yes. 

You  know  that  he  was  wounded  hi  April 
last?— Yes. 

Were  you  in  his  bed-room  after  be  receired 
the  wound  ? — Yes. 

When  there,  did  rir  Francis  say  any  thing 
^koai  the  woiindt  or  the  psraen  that  had 
g^?eo  it  him  f— No. 

W»w  long  did  you  remain  in  the  toomf— 

Ahout  three  qtinrtcrs  nf  ,in  hour. 

Were  JOU  irequentiy  with  him  before  he 
fiedf— Yes. 

On  these  occasions,  did  you  hear  him  say 

any  thing  about  the  panel  ? — No. 

Did  you  hee  the  panel  during  this  time?— 
No.  I  did  not  see  him  till  a  fortnight  a(\er. 

lord  AdTor(ife.~'}iri\v  long  hlTO  JOU  bCOn 
ill  lhi»  fanuiy  f—Mine  years. 


DM  yon  ever,  durfaigthese  nine  years,  hear 
any  of  the  family  say,  that  the  panel  was  in- 
sane?— i  overheard  old  sir  David  say  to  a 
gentleman,  that  Gordon  was  just  going  mad 


agato. 


Was  the  panel  in  the  house  at  the  time  >— 
He  was  steyiiig  at  GiUnerton,  but  was  from 
home  un  a  risit. 

Did  yon  observe  any  appearances  of  mad- 
ness about  him  yourseil  ? — I  okKterved  him 
unsettled. 

Wrrc  any  steps,  or  any  advice  taken  in  the 
famiiv  about  him  ? — Not  so  far  as  I  khow. 

Dm  he  continue  to  come  about  tiie  house, 
and  te  he  in  the  aame  wajaa  ibnncHyr-* 

Yes. 

HajfSmiikf  writer  in  TT 1 1  ]in£tnn,  fflimmrd 

by  Mr,  Buniett. 

Do  you  remember  beine  in  the  house  of 
Oihnafon  on  the  WedneMay  night  after  rir 

Francis  was  wounded  ? — Yes. 

Had  you  occasion  to  see  the  major  — Yes. 

What  was  the  occasion  of  your  going 
there  ?— I  went  as  nmesaenger  to  take  hm  to 
Haddington  pnol. 

\N  iio  accompanied  the  mayor  and  you  to 
Haddington  f — ^A  servant. 

lard  Advocafr. — Do  you  remember  any 
thing  that  passed  while  on  the  road?— The 
major  was  in  f^reat  distress,  but  said  nothUic. 

Did  any  thing  pass  when  you  pot  to  Had^ 
dingtongaol?  I  put  bim  into  a  small  apart- 
ment,  and  went  to  inform  the  Provost,  who 
ordered  a  hotter  apartment 

When  you  first  snw  hira,  who  was  with 
himi* — I  went  up  wiiii  Mr.  Goldie  the  mi- 
nister. 

Did  the  panel  hold  any  convrr«nttoai*Wl 
you? — Ue  conversed  with  the  minister. 

Did  the  answers,  whkh  he  made  to  Mr. 
Goldie,  appear  to  you  eoUected  and  ratknalf 

— Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  any  particular  topic 
Not,  when  I  was  first  in  his  nXMn.  A  t  th* 
tinir  1  went  up  to  take  him  away,  which  was 
about  eight  in  the  evening,  he  aslced  me  as  a 
lawyer,  to  take  a  protest  against  these  pro- 
ceetlings,  and  tl  en  appeared  very  confused. 

Did  you  see  him  again?— Yes,  in  Had* 
dington  gasL 

How  k)Qg  dU  he  leoBBiB  thsref— IhiM  ct 

four  days. 

Did  he  upon  tiiosc  occasions,  when  you 
saw  turn  there,  letnin  Mtieiial  answeis?— Hie 

did. 

Did  you  accompany  him  to  Edinburgh  ?-<« 
Yes. 

What  eoBvemtloii  pasted  >^boat  tfaa 

weather. 
Was  he  rational  ? — Yes. 

Benjamin  Beii,  surgeon  in  Edinburgh, 
aainadlif  Mi;  Atrmtt. 

Were  m  sent  Ibrto  Gilnerten  eo  the  1511^ 

of  Apnllast^ — T  was. 
Were  you  iafonDcd  of  the  purpose  for 
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which  jfou.wcre  called  I  was  iofbrnied  at 
Gilmerton  of  the  btwiness.  I  was  told  that 
sif  Francis  was  sliol  that  niorniiic. 

t4>rd  Advocate. —W^hvX  passed  when  you 
saw  sir  Francis  ?— I  found  him  lying  in  his 
he6  io  ereat  distress.  He  bad  been  wiot  un- 
der Ihe  oreasl-boDC. 

Did  yuu  believe  Ihe  wouod  to  be  mortal? — 
From  all  the  symptomty  I  judged  bun  tfrbe  a 
d^  iii.:  man. 

Did  yuu  remain  in  the  bouse  till  sir  Francis 
died?— No.  I  waited  till  sit  o^clock  next 
mornioi^  not  tbioltiog  it  necesMiy  to  reouun 
loneer. 

Are  you  of  opinion,  that  the  wound  was  tiw 
cause  uf  his  death  Yes. 

Difl  sir  Trancis  hold  any  conversation  with 
vou  couteroing  tl>e  person  who  wounds 
him f.— He  never  did;  except  aakiog  what 
«w  become  of  that  unhappy  man 

Did  be  not  name  the  person?— No. 

Did  Dr.  Monro  atteud  f^Dr.  Hooro  was 


Now,  I  |«k  you  this  as  a  protrsstonal  inan^ 
did 'you  ever  aee,  believe,  or  judge  bimtaW 
under  any  degree  of  in<;anity  > — I  never  did* 
He  always  behaved  with  propriety  \  but  he 
appwed  under  great  anxiety  <^  mind,  voA 
depression  of  spirits. 
Did  he  secra  to  know  bis  aitoation  >--Tes. 

Mr.  Benjman  hell  cross- exaavned  bjr  Jib 

Hume. 

Deponed,  That  he  visited  the  paoei  twice 
n  weeK,  from  the  9«th  May,  and  aometiaiet 

remained  with  him  from  1:'  To  20  minutes: 
thai  he  generally  sent  up  previous  notice  of 
bis  being  there;  that  be  cannot  give  an  o^- 
nion  upon  these  his  visits,  that  the  panel 
might  not  be  furious  on  the  15th  of  April, 
nur  cvcii  that  lie  might  not  show  symptoms 
of  derangement  in  the  intervale  of  lus  visits  ; 
for  that  the  state  of  in«=?!np  persons  is  liable 
to  sudden  and  unaccountable  variations :  that 
he  could  not  pretend  to  know  a  madman 
enl  for  along  witli  ine,  but  did  not  go.  the  state  of  his  pulse,  or  the  feeling  of  bis 

When  you  hrsl  of  all  esamioed  int  wound,  akinj  for  that,  though  in  the  begicuungof  in- 
on  Wednesday  morning,  did  sir  Vhmcit  tell  tanitythere  Is  often  ftver,  yet  a  confirmed  etate 
you  how  he  bad  <;ot  it  i* — I  had  been  told,  that  of  insanity  is  not  ordinarily  attended  with 
the  person  who  fired  the  pi-tol  was  uppermost  any  ;  and  that,  m  thi«,  tlio  dehriumofafevor  is 
in  the  stair,  and  Iheretore  1  imagiued  the  hall  distinguished  trom  Uiatul  insanity,  tbatoiad- 
inight  have  taken  an  oblique  direction ;  but  men  very  often  can  distinjguish  their  keeper, 
sir  I  ranri^  gave  me  a  distmct  account  of  the  or  others  who  are  mucli  aboiit  them  tl^ni  la 
accident,  by  which  i  understood,  tliat  Ihc  ball  many  instances,  they  arc  capable  ol  di&simu- 
bad  g'tiie  right  across  bis  body ;  and  I  felt  it  lation,  and  show  emming  and  contrivance  to 
witli  my  hand  near  the  back-bon^  ftom  g  iin  their  ends:  th;\t  one  of  the  most  coo* 
whence  it  was  extracted.  I  i»tanl  symptoms  of  madness,  is  a  jealousy  of 

Did  you  open  the  body  after  death  Yes,  plots  and  conspiracies  a^nst  them ;  and  that 
in  company  with  Messrs.  Somnen.  There  ;  nio&t  frequently  the  objects  of  these  8uspi> 


was  a  reuorl  drawn  up 
Should  you  know  the  report  again? — ^Yes. 

£Uera  the  report  of  what  had  been  remarked 
on  opening  the  bo<ly  of  sir  Francis,  was ihown 
10,  and  recuguised  by  Mr.  Bell.] 

Tlu  .vdid  sir  Francis  describe  the  situation 
of  the  |>er»on  who  shot  him  ?  Ueaa)d,  he  wa^i 
Btaodtng  on  tlie  same  step  of  the  stair  with 
himsell,  and  thai  llic  pibtui  almost  touched  his 
body;  and  thisacruunl  t.illird  exactly  with 
the  situation  in  wluclt  1  loupd  the  ball. 

Jjfrtt  Justice  Cilrrft.— Did  he  name  the  per- 
son ?— No,  he  never  named  htm. 

[liere  the  witness  was  shown  the  ball 
which  lie  had  eatractrd  from  the  body  of  sir 
Francis  Kinloeh.  It  was  wrapped  ki  a  piece 
of  paper,  upon  which  Mr.  Bell  bid  marked 
the  initial  fetters  of  his  naroe.J 

J-orJ  Adv^Kiiie  —Did  yo!i  know  the  family 
of  Gihneiioii  lie-lore  this  accident?— Ycs.  I 
sometimes  atVsHded  the  late  sir  David. 

NVhrn  vou  ucnt  to  Cilinerton  on  tbese  oc- 
casions, did  ^uu  see  the  paneU— Yet. 

Did  you  ever  kiiow,  or  understand  that  the 
jriscncr  wus  uisaiic?— I  ncvtr  did. 

Had  vou  uccasum  to  attend  ttic  panel  «inrr 
tbe.MtnofMayr— Yes.  At  Mr.  VVarrcmler  b 
desire,  I  have  attended  him  in  Edhnblllgjb 
gaol  jkincf  tbaf  timcy  twice  a  week. 


cions  arc  ihrir  hc«<t  friends,  or  the  persons  to 
whom  thc^  haii  been  most  attached  ;  triat  the 
most  certam  means  of  distinguishing  a  mad- 
roan,  are  ist,  Hy  his  -jrtions  and  conduct; 
and,  Sdly,  By  the  apipearance  of  his  counte- 
nance, especially  ofnif  eye,  which  baa  a  pe> 
rnliar  wildness:  that  restlessnes!*, — want  of 
sleep, — odd  postures, — strange  gestures, — and 
the  Uke,  are  also  among  the  indicatiooi  of 
the  malady :  that  if  a  pnson  has  been  sub- 
ject to  orras!(<n:il  fVrin^rmrnt,  and  should 
swaiiow  a  great  (|uaniJty  oi  laudanum,  this, 
in  his  case,  might  be  more  apt  to  pfoduce  a 
furiosity  of  a  few  days,  and  the  person  after- 
wards make  a  quick  recoveiy,  than  in  the 
case  of  a  person  who  had  never  been  subject 
to  such  (liNt  rdcr:  thai  the  confincnn  nt,  M  li- 
tude,  and  quiet  of  a  gaol,  would  be  ii.kcly 
means  to  promote  and  assist  such  recovery. 

Dr.  Alexander  Monro,  pbvsician  in  Edinburgfay 
examined  by  Mr.  BemUf. 

Have  you  attended  the  panel  in  gMl}«^ 

Yes, 

liow  often  have  you  vuiled  him?— fwr 
different  times  since  the  f  4th  of  Maj. 

What  situation  did  you  usually  find  him  in. 
wit))  regard  io  his  mind?— >Xaaw  no  macka el 

insanity. 

Did  you  converse  with  him  did. 
Did  you  M  bis  pulw  wbm  jm  fiM 
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hi»F-^Ahngri>  aod  I  tbund  it  calai  and 
ntgidar. 

•Dr.  Mtm9  emu  iniminail  kf  Mr.  Bmm. 

Deponed,  That  he  had  paid  the  panel  fotir 
viaits  in  gaol  after  the  94th  of  May.  Being 
mhfd  Ihe  same  questions  as  Mr.  Bell,  hr 
made  the  mnic  answers  in  substance ;  and 
in  ptftkular,  being  asked,  whether  madmen 
mn  more  apt  to  be  J^hIous  of  their  enemies 
•r  of  ibeir  friend*  and  near  connexions  i  He 
answered,  That  their  friends  were  most  oom- 
monlv  thp  ftbjerts  of  their  suspicion,  and  that 
be  t^ioiigbt  it  natural  it  should  be  so  ;  for  as 
medmen  were  not  sensible  of  their  own  con- 
dition, or  of  the  necessity  of  restntining  them, 
and  a9  friends  and  relations  were  chietly 
active  m  cuiilrotling  or  imposing  rcstmints 
an  Ibem,  so  these  persons  irritated  them,  and 
in  consequence  became  the  objects  uf  resent- 
joeot.  He  added,  that  in  his  visits  to  the 
ponel,  which  mtgbt  be  from  t  to  16  mtnotM, 
rie  avoided  any  topic  that  could  irrit;ilc  bin) ; 
and  thM  if  he  had  remained  a  whole,  or  half 
a  da^  with  him,-  be  eovid  belter  have  judged 
of  his  condition  :  ai^  upon  the  whole,  that 
he  could  only  give  an  opinion  as  relative  lo 
the  times  aod  occasions  when  he  saw  iuni, 
and  nothing  more. 

Lord  Adrrtrnte. — Did  you  ever,  ':n  Ihc  course 
of  your  practice,  know  a  person  who  went 
mad  ibr  foriy-eight  hours,  and  then  reco- 
vered and  continued  well? — Never,  except 
when  the  person  had  swallowed  a  great  quan- 
tity of  liquor,  or  owing  to  some  adventitious 
cause. 

Mr.  Hope  ■ — ^May  noi  a  person,  who  has 
been  subject  to  hts  of  madness,  become  sud* 
denly  insane,  and  recovf regain  7~He  is  more 
apt  to  do  so,  Ihsn  a  person  who  never  was 
insane. 

Hay  not  Ihe  taking  of  laudanum  by  a  per- 
son who  has  been  occasionally  iniMM»  pro- 
duce a  fit  of  insanity  ?— Yes. 

Ckuiu  Bmft  tsa.  advocate,  examined  by  Ihe 

SoLicUw-Utnerul. 

Were  yon  well  acquainted  with  thelalesir 
Francis  Kinloch  I — I  certainly  vm. 

Did  he  consult  you  upon  any  points  after 
hi*;  fathrr's  death? — He  did  ask  my  opinion 
respecltng  his  fiuher's  settlements  sometime 
after  his  death. 

Will  you  be  so  good  as  mention  every  Uuog 
which  you  rememfier  that  passed  itetween  ••ir 
1-Vaacii»  and  you  upon  that  occasion  ;  and,  ui 
particular,  any  thing  ftspeeting  differences 
which  had  occuixed  between  bun  and  the 
panel. 

Mr.  Hoy,  (addresttng  the  Court.)— My 

lord,  it  is  a  delicate  situation  in  whicli  1  stand ; 
I  am  called  upon  to  give  evidence,  not  to  facts 
eonaistenl  with  my  personal  knowledge,  but 
to  disclose  conversations  of  a  confidential  and 

private  nature,  that  passed  hctwf  en  sir  Francis 
hinioch  and  me,  not  only  as  a  tiieodj  but  ui 
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my  professional  eheneter  df  a  Itinper.*  I 

sIiouhI  tluTrfore  be  glad  to  know  from  the 
Court,  whether  it  is  their  opinion,  that  I  am 
bonna  to  |ive  an  acceunt  of  these  confidential 
convemtions. 

Lord  Justice  C/<T^r  —  Your  delicacy,  Mr. 
Hay,  is  proper ;  but  it  is  Ihe  opinion  of  the 
Court,  you  ought  to  answer  the  queslioo.* 
When  called  upon  in  vnrh  circunista-v  »-^,  :ind 
in  a  case  of  this  lOipuriaace,  it  is  your  duty 
to  give  the  Court  and  jury  all  the  information 
in  your  power. 

Mr.  iioy. — From  the  regard  I  bore  to  sir 
Freneis  Kinlocb,  I  intended  to  go  out  to  Gil- 
merton  the  very  day  after  the  last  winter  ses- 
sion rose,  in  order  to  pay  my  respf'(  t^  to  him 
on  occasion  of  his  lather  sir  D.tvid  kiniucn  s 
dcaUi;  but,  being  unwilling  to  put  him  under 
any  restraint,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Duncan  M'.Millan, 
who,  i  knew,  was  then  at  Oilmerton,  rather 
than  to  sir  Francis  himself,  and  desirad  bim 
to  let  n»e  know,  whether  it  would  be  perfectly 
convenient  for  air  Francis  tn  receive  my  visit 
at  tiMl  time.  Mr.  M'Hillan  letnrocd  me  an 
answer,  that  sir  Francis  would  be  in  Edinburgb 
before  the  time  \  proposed  lo  be  at  Gilmerton, 
and  ihat  1  should  see  him.  Sir  Francis  ar- 
rived in  town  upon  the  10th  or  11th  of  March, 
and  dined  with  me  on  the  18th  or  I3th,  when 
he  took  occasion  to  mention,  that  hts  reason 
for  coming  to  town  was,  to  advise  with  hi» 
frientls  concerning  differences  which  had 
arisen  betwixt  him  and  some  of  the  other 
branches  of  the  fiunily ,  concerning  hisfiilber's 
settlements,  or  rather  afUr  incidents. 

Mr.  Burnrtt — Kx plain  what  were  these 
after  incidenl.s,  and  wilh  what  branches  of 
the  family  these  diflerences  had  happened. 

Mr.  Hay. — Sir  Francis  told  mr ,  that  after 
yir  DavUl's  settlements  were  opened,  appoint- 
ing bim  bis  fioliCT's  general  diponee,  be, 

ha'v  ini^  got  the  kr-y  of  llie  repository  iis  which 
sir  David  lodeed  his  papers,  observed,  that 
sir  David  bad^  been  accustomed  to  preserve 
almost  every  letter  that  he  received,  on  matp 
ters  of  trivial  importance,  and  other  papers 
of  no  consequence,  for  which  reason,  he  de» 
sired  Mr.  McMillan,  and  Mr.  Fraser,  sbeiiff* 
clerk  of  Haddington,  to  separate  the  rubbish 
from  the  material  papers,  and  to  destroy  the 
fimner,  winch  he  ondersleod  that  they  ae- 

cordingly  buvncd,  or  at  least  ^reat  part  of  it. 
This  inspired  a  jealousy  into  the  mind  of  his 
brother  the  major,  that  papers  were  destroyed 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  younger  branches  of 
the  family,  which  he  communicated  to  his 
younger  brother^  Air.  Alexander;  and  it  was 
on  account  of  ibis  nuaundeistanding,  thai  sir 


*  See  Burnett  on  the  Criminal  Law  of  6coV> 
land,  p.  4M ;  Hume's  Comm.  Tr.  for  Cr. 
Vol.  2,  p.  150  ;  and  the  Duchess  of  Kini;slori's 
Case,  anii^  Vol.  SO,  pp.  673,  573,  686,  613. 
See  also,  in  addition  to  die  authori^M  dted 
in  the  note  to  Vol.  iO,  p.  57S,  If  r.  Phillipps's 
valuable  Treatise  on  tne  Taw  of  Endenc^ 
part  i,  cha]f.  vi.  p.  108,  did  ediU 
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TrancU  told  me,  he  had  come  to  town  to  take 
my  opinion,  and  that  of  Mr.  Solicitor-General 
on  the  subject. — Sir  Francis  then  showed  me 
the  general  disposition  by  his  father  in  his 
favour ;  and,  on  reading  it,  I  told  him  I  was 
clearly  of  opinion,  it  was  properly  conceived, 
80  that  it  was  impossible  there  could  be  room 
for  any  dispute  between  him  and  his  brothers, 
unless  it  should  so  happen,  that  the  claim  of 
legitim  to  the  younger  children  was  not  dis- 
charged in  their  father's  and  mother's  con- 
tract of  marriage,  in  consideration  of  special 
provisions  being  settled  on  them,  which  I 
mentioned  to  him  would  probably  be  the  case, 
as  few  contracts  of  marriage  were  entered 
into,  at  the  sight  of  regular  men  of  business, 
without  a  clause  to  that  purpose.  I  having 
then  explained  to  sir  Francis  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  claim  of  legitim  which  would 


Trial  of  Sir  A  Gordon  Kinloch  \m 

the  panel  had  risen  to  a  great  height  ?— To  a 
very  great  height  indeed. 

The  rev.  Mr.  Gtore^e  Goldie,  minister  of  the 
Gospel  at  Atiielstoocford,  examined  by 
Mr.  Burnett. 


Had  you  occasion  to  go  to  the  house  of 
Gilmerton  soon  after  sir  Francis  was  wounded? 
— Yes,  I  went  there  on  the  morning  after  the 
accident  happened  ;  I  heard  of  it  between 
eight  and  nine,  and  imme<liately  went  down. 

Did  you  see  the  major  ? — Yes. 

What  passed  ? — Afier  I  had  been  some 
time  in  the  house,  I  was  made  to  understaiui, 
that  major  Gordon  wanted  to  see  me.  I 
accoruingly  went  up,  and  found  him  lyiot 
bound  in  bed  with  a  strait  waistcoat  on,  and 
in  a  very  distracted  state.  I  asked  him  bow 
he  was ;  he  answere<l  "  verv  ill."    He  thea 


lie  in  this  particular  case,  he  immediately   asked  me  to  sit  down  by  his  bed-side.   I  did 


so,  and  asked  him  if  he  recollected  what  bad 
passed  }  he  said  he  did  I  asked  him,  if  h« 
was  not  filled  witli  horror  at  what  be  had 


said,  that  the  provisions  settled  by  sir  David 
on  the  younger  children,  were  superior  to 
what  they  could  claim  in  virtue  of  the  legitim, 
even  if  it  were  not  discharged  ;  whereupon  1 1  done  ?  He  answered  with  a  furious  air,  and  in 
expressed  my  satisfaction,  that  there  could  be  a  low  tone  of  v^icc  uncommonly  stern, "  No." 
no  ground  for  any  legal  dispute,  and  it  was  My  own  feeluigs  were  much  distressed,  and  I 
suggested  that  there  would  he  no  necessity  to  exclaimed  "  Are  you  not  filled  with  horror  at 
trouble  the  solicitor-general  for  any  opinion  ,  the  recollection  of  a  deed  that  has  destroyed 
on  the  case,  at  least  t^ll  sir  Francis  should  |  one  of  the  worthiest  of  men,  and  best  of  bro- 
have  an  opportunity  of  looking  into  his  father's  thers, — a  deed,  that  has  thrown  a  family  into 
marriage-contract,  which  he  was  not  then  pos-  '  a  state  of  distraction,  and  a  whole  country, 
sesscdof.  A  great  deal  of  conversation  passed  into  the  most  extreme  misery?'*  He  a£aiii 
upon  the  subject,  with  the  exact  particulars  answered  in  the  same  tone,  that  what  he  had 
of  which  I  cannot  now  charge  my  memory,  done  was  in  self-defence.  There  was,"  (said 
but  I  am  certain  I  have  told  the  import  of  it.  he)  "  a  deliberate  plan  formed  to  destroy  me.** 
Had  you  any  subsecjuent  conversation  with  "  Who  told  you  of  that  plan  He  replied, 
sir  Francis  on  this  subject  ? — I  called  upon  sir  "  that  he  knew  it  well."  *•  You  could  Icnow 
Francis  a  few  days  llicrcafter  at  Dumbrcck's  it  only"  (said  I)  "  from  the  jealoiuy  or  suspi- 
hotel,  where  he  was  confined  with  a  heavy  cion  of  your  own  mind,  for  the  worthy  man, 
cold.  He  then  desired  that  I  would  give  him  whom  you  have  destroyed,  was  incapable  of 
a  written  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  which  forming  a  plan  against  any  human  being." 
we  had  formerly  conversed,  to  be  communi-  "  I  shall  die,  (said  ne)  this  evening  ;  my  bro- 
cated  to  his  brothers.  I  declined  giving  him  ther  has  poisoned  me.  He  has  given  me  pills, 
a  formal  opinion,  mentioning,  that  it  occurred  which  have  already  deprived  me  of  the  use  of 
to  me,  tliat  a  letter  written,  as  from  one  friend  all  the  lower  parts  of  ray  body."  I  replied,  I 
to  another,  might  have  a  better  effect.  Sir  knew  nothing  about  pills ;  but,  if  he  had 
Francis  agreed  with  me,  and  I  accordingly  pills,  they  had  been  given  him  with  a  view 
wrote,  and  delivered  to  him  out  of  my  own  to  do  him  good,  not  to  hurt  him. 

Had  you  any  farther  conversation? — He 
cried,  to  take  away  the  people  that  were  about 
him.   I  believe,  he  meant  the  woman,  and 


hand,  a  letter  containing  my  sentiments. 
Mr.  Ilii^  cros»-examined  by  Mr.  Hume. 


Did  sir  Francis  afterwards  mention  to  you, 
that  he  had  communicated  your  letter  to  his 
brothers? — In  eight  or  ten  days  thereafter,  I 
was  with  sir  Francis  in  a  mixed  company, 
and  in  a  whisper  asked  hun,  wlicthrr  he  had 

shown  my  letter  to  his  brothers  ?  To  which  ^  , 
he  answered  in  general  terms,  that  he  had  ;   him ;  for  I  had  the  best  autlwriiy,  the  autho* 
b«it  DO  farther  conversation  passed, and  I  never  ,  rity  of  the  medical  gentlemen,  for  saying, 
saw  him  afterwards  so  far  as  I  recollect,  as  '  that  the  danger  was  most  imminent,  and  ihsl, 


the  man  servant  who  attended  him,  who,  he 
thought,  llbd  a  design  to  murder  him  ;  and  he 
insisted  upon  me  staying  with  him  upon  that 
account.  He  said,  he  understood  there  wu 
no  danger  of  sir  Francis.  I  answered,  thai 
hoever  had  told  him  so,  had  been  deceiving 


this  was  either  \bc  Saturday  Rc'cniiighl,  or 
fiaturday  fortnight  precedmg  his  decease. 

Did  sir  Francis  write  to  you,  complaining 
that  your  letter  had  nut  had  the  desired  effect .'' 
— No,  l»c  never  did. 

Lord  JuUice  Clerk  — Did  you  nnderstand 
that  the  difference  betweca  sir  Frtnots  -and 


ia  all  probability  his  brother  would  b«  s 
corpse  before  evening. 

Did  you  see  hun  upon  any  occasion  to  the 
afternoon  ?— Yes.  Towards  the  evening  he 
became  very  outrageous,  and  attempted  W 
burst  asunder  his  bonds.  He  cried,  that  be 
wanted  to  see  me;  and,  when  I  went  to  hun, 


L 


Google 


he  insisted  thttl  should  use  every  endeavour  | 
to  <^Pt  him  at  liberty.  He  ordered  the  servants 
lo  go  out  oi  lUe  room;  for,  he  had  something 
piltinilir  to  say  to  me.  i  desired  the  ser- 
rants  to  walk  out.  He  then  told  me,  that  he 
must  ht  put  in  a  chair  before  he  could  com- 
tmmiemte  what  he  bad  to  siy  to  me.  I  told 
him,  he  could  inform  me  of  any  thing  very 
well  where  he  was.  He  then  told  me,  it  was 
•bout  money  mttten :  he  said,  he  had  aev«vsl 
hundred  pounds  which  no  body  knew  of,  and 
be  wanted  to  settle  it.  I  told  him  there  were 
men  of  business  in  the  house,  who  might  be 
CODSolled  about  that,  and  then  sent  to  Mr. 
Fraser  and  Mr.  Smith.  When  Mr  Smith 
came  into  the  room,  he  said  to  him,  **  who 
iM  o  rif^btlo  UM  lilt  in  this  tyiamueu  min- 
ncT;  is  it  not  competent  to  take  a  protest 
against  them  t"  Mr.  Smith  said,  it  could  not 
he  done.  The  major  then  spoke  of  settling 
some  money  matters;  and  Mr.  Smith  having 
^id,  it  would  be  hetler  to  delay  that  business 
till  afVerwards,  lixe  major  replied,    why  uut 

"  Procnstioitioii  v  the  thief  eflfaiM.'' 

Bad  you  occasion  to  eee  him  afterwards  in 

Haddington  tzaol  ?— Yes. 

What  conversation  passed  there? — I  told 
him,  that  1  had  come  at  die  partieuier  deeire 
of  the  friends  of  the  family,  to  receive  direc- 
tions about  the  management  of  affairs  at  Gil- 
merton.  He  declineu  giving  any  direclions- 
hut  left  the  whole  to  his  brother  Sandy.  I 
informed  lilm,  that  his  bmthcr  wn^  from 
home,  and  that  the  friends  ot  the  lamily  were 
•f  opinion,  that  eom«  direetiona  were  aheo- 
lute'y  necessary  in  the  meantime.  He  said, 
that  the  friends  ought  to  do  what  thev  thought 
most  proper.  I  then  told  him,  that  the  IHends 
of  the  family  had  suggested,  that  Mr.  Fraser 
and  1  shouUf  be  appomted  to  VAko  the  map 
nagemeut,  and  that  Uie^  wi»lied  to  have  his 
consent;  and  that,  if  this  proposal  met  with 
his  approbation,  I  wonlrl  write  out,  in  his 
name,  and  in  presence  ot  two  respectable  witp 
Beeses,  a  power  totlus  eflbct;  to  aU  wMeh 

he  agreed,  adding,  that  he  was  in  ?;iirh  a 
State,  Uxat  he  coukl  not  alleud  to  any  bu«i- 
*  aess.  A  power  was  acGordioglr  written  in 
-presence  of  Dr.  James  Home  and  Mr.  George 
Somner,  and  a  clause  subjoined,  that,  if  Mr. 
Fraser  and  I  should  meet  witli  any  diihcul' 
^s,  we  should  take  the  advice  of  gentlemen 
nftbehnr. 

The  Ber.Mr.  Gtorge  Coidie  cnras-enaiiicd 

by  Mr.  liumr. 

Do  you  recollect  what  conversations  you 
have  had  with  the  panel  since  he  came  to 
Edinburgh  f  I  ha?e  eaen  him  Aaquantlv  in 

Kdinhurgh,  and  occasionally  mentioned  to 
him  how  he  had  acted,  and  the  fatal  event 
tint  had  taken  place.  His  antwem  were  va* 
rioii5  A I  the  times  when  he  was  correct,  he 
curesaed  neal  reoret  that  he  bad  not  been 
iniid     uMHBBiM  heftn  he  ''ffminittfid  tfie 


A.  D.  i7d6.  L9i6 

unlucky  deed.  It  was  not  merely  regret,  he 
express^  horror  at  the  deed,  and  astomsh* 
mcnt,  firom  what  he  had  afterwards  learued 
as  to  his  situation  althe  time,  that  it  had  not 
been  put  out  of  his  power  lo  do  any  thing  of 
the  kind.  He  blamed  bis  friencU  in  very 
strong  terms,  Ibr  having  treated  him  with  sn 
much  lenity. 

Hid  you  any  conversaUoo  on  the  day  of  the 
aeddent,  aheot  an  Ibif^toh  bank  hill?~.Yes; 
in  the  course  of  that  day,  at  Gilmerton,  when 
Mr.  Hay  Smith  was  present,  and  it  was  pro- 
posed to  make  an  inventory  of  the  panel's 
money  and  papers:  he  was  asked,  if  be  haA 
any  money  in  his  pockets?  To  which  be  ash 
swered,  he  had  a  bil^  for  30/.  in  them.  Upoa 
searching,  I  lold  him,  I  could  not  find  it.  Ho 
said,  he  was  perfectly  certain  of  having 
brought  it  to  Gilmerton  the  dag  before.  I 
then  went  down  stairs,  and  iaJbrmed  Mr* 
Fraser  of  this  circumstance.  Mr.  Fraser  said^ 
"  we  know  nbont  the  bill;  he  guve  it  to  Wil* 
ham  Ueid  the  garduer  last  night  al  Beanston. 
who  gave  it  to  sir  Francis."  I  returned,  and 
told  we  had  found  it,  and  in  what  mmner. 
He  had  no  recollection  of  having  done  so  j 
vaA  just  said,  **  Honest  William." 

Lord  Atlitvutf. — flow  long  have  you  hcen 
settled  at  Athelstoneford     Since  April  1778. 

Is  Gilmerton  in  the  paiieh  of  Auebtcma* 
ford?— Yes. 

You  would  be  sometimrs  at  Gilmerton 
I  had  the  honour  tu  be  ffe^jueutly  there. 

Of  coivse,  you  would  be  ac<iuainted'4nth 
the  family       wu  wcU  wUh  all 

the  family. 

Was  the  penel  at  the  bar  fttequently  theea 
during  yoiu*  visits? — He  was. 

Did  you  ever,  previmis  to  his  £uher's  dealb^ 
know  that  the  panel  was  insene^Ncvw, 
from  B^owii  personal  knowledge  etekev- 
vation. 

Did  you  ever,  previous  to  sir  David's  death, 
hear  that  the  family  had  taken  anjr  steps  to 
cofifinp  him  ^  — T  never  heard  of  their  "Hyg 
any,  previous  to  su-  Uavid's  death. 

Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  panel  heing  in* 
sane' — Yc^  T  remember  in  June  1700,  I 
went  to  Dunbar,  to  assist  a  brotiier  mmistcr 
in  dispensing  the  sacrament;  I  lodged  at  Mr. 
Lorimer's,  who  informed  me,  that  he  had 
seen  my  friend,  major  Gordon,  who  had  be- 
haved in  a  vcrv  strange  manner  :  that  he  was 
very  glad  I  had  come,  for,  if  he  had  not  had 
the  prospect  of  seeing  me,  he  would  certainly 
have  written  to  desire  me  to  inform  the  ta- 
rn  i  ly ;  and  he  told  me»  that  the  hebeitpinv  of 
the'  major  was  suds^  thit  ho  coDsidemd  him 

as  deranged. 

Did  he  give  you  any  reason  for  that  opi- 
nion?— He  said,  that  be  put  himself  into 
strange  attitudes,  and  went  about  the  room 
beating  his  breast  and  head :  that  he  ordered 
a  chaise  for  09m«rton,  but  in  pla^  of  going 
to  Gilmerton,  he  drove  throu::;h  Dunb8r,ana, 
as  Mr.  Lorimer  was  iaf9rm«i»  had  gfrnc  to 
Duose. 
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Did  you  hear  of  any  other  instances  ? — No. 

Did  you  infonn  anv  of  the  family  of  what 
Mr.  Loriiner  had  told  youf — I  amtiooad  it 
to  sir  Frauds,  who  wa»  than  Mr.  Fnncit 
Kinloch. 

Sinee  Sir  David's  death,  did  you  niake  any 

observations  on  the  panel's  behaviour?— I 
have  seen  him  in  great  depression  of  spirits. 

Did  you  form  an  opinion,  that  he  was  m- 
sane?--The  last  time  that  I  had  the  pleasura 
of  seeins  him  at  Gilmertoo,  previous  to  the 
Wte  meuwclioly  event,  was  on  the  S8th  of 
March.  An  old  coachman  of  the  family 
(Peter  Dickson),  seeing  the  major  in  a  very 
distressed  situation,  hadconsidered  it  his  duty 
to  call  at  the  Mama  tbe  day  before,  when  I 
was  from  home,  and  said,  that  he  thought  the 
miyor  should  not  be  left  by  himself.  On  the 
morning  after  this  informaiioo,  I  went  to 
Gitanartoii,  and  found  the  nugor  walking  in 
the  avenue.  He  told  me,  that  he  did  not 
know  ivhat  was  the  matter  with  him;  he 
could  not  settle  in  any  one  place,  norfiit  fab 
mind  on  any  one  subject.  I  thought  he  was 
not  fit  to  be  left  by  himself;  and  though  I 
had  occarion  to  leave  hin  at  tliis  time,  and 
though  he  did  not  as  usual  invite  me  back  to 
dinner,  yet  I  returned,  and  found  him  walking 
about  Fearing  he  might  think  I  intruded,  I 
^t  mvself  obl^ad  to  apokgiie.  I  said,**  You 
well  think,  sir,  your  evil  genius  haunts  you  to 
day;  but  I  thought  you  would  be  dull  by 
jounalf,  and  have  thcrefbie  used  the  fMlom 
to  come  to  dine  with  you."  He  thanked  me, 
and  said  he  was  very  glad  of  my  company. 

JM  yon  observe  uiy  thing  uncommon  in 
his  behaviour  on  any  other  occasion? — Yes. 
On  the  ISthof  April,  the  Sunday  immediately 
before  sir  Francis's  death,  I  saw  a  carnage 
flop  opposite  to  the  Manse.  I  imniediMny 
went  out,  and  saw  the  major ;  and,  upon  my 
asking  him,  he  came  out  of  the  carriage. 
When  we  came  in  (we  had  iust  done  dinner), 
I  asked  him  if  he  had  dined?  and  lie  said  he 
had;  I  said  that  it  was  much  earlier  than  his 
usual  hour  of  dinner.  Supposing  that  he  said 
he  had  dined,  with  a  view  not  to  give  trouble 
to  the  family,!  told  him  he  could  have  a  dinner 
immediately  and  without  any  trouble.  He  re- 
peated, that  he  had  already  dined.  I  then 
asked  him,  if  he  would  take  a  glass  of  wine  f 
tie  said,  be  would  just  take  what  was  on  the 
table,  which  was  toddy:  he  then  put  a  soudi 
quantity  of  spirits  into  a  tumbler  glass  with 
water,  but  was  so  uncommonly  agitated,  tliat. 
in  carrying  it  to  his  head,  he  spilt  a  great  deal 
of  it  upon  the  table,  and  drank  very  little  of 
it.  He  told  me,  he  wanted  to  speak  to  me 
privately;  upon  which  we  went  into  another 
room.  \\  hen  lliere,  he  asked  me,  how  many 
•luldrcn  I  had  ?  This  question  had  been  asked 
and  answered  below  stairs;  he  repeated  the 
same  question  again,  and  walked  about  the 
room  lu  great  agitation.  I  reminded  him, 
that  be  bad  something  particular  to  say.  Of 
this  he  took  no  iioliea^  but  again  asked  me, 
howmaoychiidiailbMir  I  lenunded  bimm 


second  time,  that  be  sud  he  had  somelliiiHtto 
communicate  to  me.  Ue  then  said,  hs  be> 
lieved  he  shoukl  not  be  long  iatmiosrid, 
and  that,  when  that  event  took  place,  itvrould 
not  be  the  worse  for  my  family,  i  laid,  tbal 
was  the  language  of  n»  ptoient  depfcNsd 
state  of  mind ;  and  added,  that  at  his  time  of 
life,  and  with  a  constitution  natunllv  so 
vigorous,  he  had  no  reason  to  apprehend  uj 
dttiget  Of  tfactkiiid,  and  he  might  hope  to 
live  many  years ;  and  I  advised  hun  to  lire 
reeularly  and  quietly,  initrad  ol  dnving  about 
as  lie  had  lately  done,  which  tended  to  agittto 
his  mind  ;  and  said,  that  a  few  weeks  spent 
in  retirement,  would  restore  him  to  the  cea- 
fbrtable  enjoyment  of  himself  and  (Hands. 

Did  any  thing  else  pass  ? — I  recommeoded 
to  him,  to  think  of  some  useful  empbyment, 
and  to  take  the  advice  of  his  brothere  sad 
other  firiends  on  that  point.  In  spaakiagsf 
his  brother  sir  Francis,  I  said  he  was  a  wor- 
thy man ;  and  the  major  repeated  my  wonb, 
saying,  he  was  a  worthy  man. 

Lord  Justice  Cterk.—You  have  meniiontd 
a  long  conversation.  From  what  passed 
twizt  you,  did  it  appear  to  you,  that  the  paod^t 
answers  were  incoherent  and  absurd? — ^He 
seldom  made  any  answers,  and  his  behaviour 
was  such,  as  to  make  the  impression  on  my 
mind,  that  ho  waa  toiy  absent 

But  such  answers  as  he  did  make,  were 
they  incoherent,  or  foreign  to  the  purpose?— 
I  cannot  say  so;  but  I  formed  the  opinkni. 
for  the  first  tiflse^  that  ha  waa  dmag/A,  mi 
not  himself. 

Did  you  think  him  cqiBbla  of  judging  be- 
tween nght  and  wiong^— I  caBDotaay  hubs 
was. 

Did  you  infonn  his  ftimily  of  what  had 
passed  ? — I  did  not  make  up  my  mind  thst 
night,  as  it  was  a  very  delicate  point;  bull 
went  on  Monday,  and  told  Miss  Kiolocb 
what  I  had  obaerved.  I  begged  thattheasNl 
prudent  measures  might  be  taken  for  securing 
the  nuyor ;  and  said,  that  the  honour  sod 
happiness  of  the  fkmily  was  deeply  coneenMd 
in  this ;  for  I  was  much  afraid,  he  miKht  oess* 
niit  some  desperate  deed.  Miss  Kinloch  told 
me  what  directions  she  had  given  to  Mr. 
George  Somner,  which  relieved  roymiadABBi 
great  anxiety,  which  had  been  impressed  on 
m^  mind  bv  his  behaviour  the  day  before. 
Mm  Kinloch  bad,  in  the  mean  liaae,aHt* 
message,  desiring  to  see  me. 

Did  ^ou  go  of  ^our  own  accord  to  an 
your  opinion,  or  m  consequence  of  mSm 
Kinloch's  message  ? — I  had  previously  made 
up  my  mind  to  go,  and  would  have  gone, 
although  the  message  had  not  been  brought ; 
but  I  was  obligBd  to  be  fnm  hano  eo  tbe 
Monday  forenoon,  and  on  my  return  in  tfas 
afternoon,  with  tbe  view  of  going  to  Gdas^ 
ton,  I  found  tbe  aaessage  haabaanlaftAMif 
my  absence. 

Mr.  iiame.— When  you  mentktocd  ts  m 
Francis,  in  im.  what  9oa  had  kmmiitm 
Mr.  LBrioMTy  iriMt  mh^  «Qr^-8•M» 
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great  dittfess ;  aiSd'  said,  that  he  bad  got 

slitiilar  accounts  from  different  people,  and 
Uiat  he  tlifl  nut  know  how  to  act.  or  what  to  do. 

Was  the  panel  much  aftecled  with  hi» 
father*!  death  ? — Very  much     Up  had  paid 
particular  attention  to  sir  David  during  his 
nllMas,'  and  f  never  nw  »  mb  Mttve  with 
grca^rr  propriety,  ot  give  Stronger  marks  of 
Mai  affectioo. 
'  Did  he  rem^fttGiffneTton  after  his  iathei^a 
death? — Yes.  That  event  htippcned  on  tJie 
10th  of  February  last,  and  tlw  panel  remained 
at  (^iiliaerton  (at  least  chiefly),  till  the  end  of 
'March. 

Did  you  ever  hear  him  express  any  dissatis- 
faction at  his  father's  settlements  .^—No.  To 
'me  be  esptessed  great  satisfaction.  In  parti- 
cufar,  1  remember  he  freqtTenlly  said,  lie 
abould  always  have  a  erateful  sense  of  his 
fttbef**  fttteation ;  by  wnkh  I  uodentood,  he 
meant  to  express  his  eratitvide  for  the  annuity 
vrhich  his  father  had  left  him. 

On  the  Sunday,  wh6n  he  came  to  your 
bottse,  did  he  reniMn  loDgP-^llout  twee 
quarters  of  ar>  hour. 

•  .  AAcr  you  went  up  sta«rs,  did  you  gather 
from  him  what  business  he  hid  eeme  upon  f 

— I  never  gul  him  to  lull  lii"^  purpose,  except 
that  he  thought  he  was  soon  to  die,  and  not 
eveti  thai,  until  1  had  reminded  him  two  or 
three  times,  thai  he  had  said,  that  he  had 
something  to  communicate  to  me. 

Was  his  conversation  connected  ? — He 
noke  very  little,  but  walked  up  and  down  In 
tne  room  with  great  agitation,  while  I  at- 
tempted to  amuse  him,  by  talking  about 
cofttnion  occurrences 

Did  he  ever  express  to  you  any  dissatisfac- 
tion on  account  pf  bis  father's  'papers  being 
destroyed  f—No. 

From  yotir  knowledge  of  him,  what  was 
your  opinion  of  his  disposition  ? — I  used  to  be 
mtin)Hte  with  him  :  he  honoured  mc  with  his 
.eotifidencc ;  and  f  always  found  him  humane, 
warm  hearted,  and  generous;  in  particular,  I 
bad  ocf  asiun  to  find  out  by  accident,  that  he 
relieved  m  woman  in  great  distress.  The  poor 
woman  wa*;  very  ill,  and  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
provide  her  with  neccssarie.'; ;  but  I  found, 
upon  rnqiiiry,  that  the  major  liad  been  sup- 
plying her  with  money,  and  that  be  tuul  done 
eo  upon  many  former  occasions. 

JLUxnnder  Tuuer^  sheriflT-cIerk  of  the  oounty 
.of  Haddington,  einmined  by  Mr.  fiumsf f. 

•  Were  ytm  in  the  use  of  doing  bosineis  for 

onajor  Gordon  Kinlot  li :' — Ves,  I  was  his  factor 
for  some  years  on  tlie  estate  of  Woodhall, 
|>rior  to  the  sale  of  it  near  ten  years  ago ;  and 
after  the  sale  of  it,  occasbnaily  did  money 
business  for  hun  down  to  sir  David's  death. 

After  sir  David's  death,  did  you  do  busi- 
nen  ht  him  P — He  gave  me  a  factory  to  up- 
'lllt  annnal  rents  nnr!  nnr^uities!,  ^hach  was 
:dntod'on  the  Sd  of  April  last 
<*  Do  yoii  reteOBMber  fht-  dagr  on'ifUcb  fir 
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Francis  received  the  wound ?-*Te9^  H  was  on 

a  Wednesday. 

Did  you  see  the  panel  since  that  time  ? — 
I  saw  him  on  the  Saturday  before,  in  Had- 
dington, but  I  never  him  since  that  busi- 
ness. 

When  yon  transacted  bunness  with  the 

prmrl.  tMd  yoii  think  he  understood  \v\r.\\  he 
was  about  ? — tJerlainly,  otherwise  i  would 
not  hnve  done  businese  ibr  him. 

[Here  the  witness  was  shown. and  identified 
a  letter  from  sir  Francis  Kinlocb  to  him,  dated 
the  !3th  of  April  last,  and  referred  to  in  the 
indictment,  it  wa-s  expressed  as  follows: 
'*See  if  you  can  hnd  out  the  marriage  con- 
tract betwixt  my  father  and  mother,  -a?;  tilso 
lady  Ashe's  contract,  and  send  ihefn  per 
bearer,  that  they  may  be  laid  before  Chaitos 
Hav,  alon^  with  my  lather's  will.  If  (jkvdoil 
and  Saunders  are  nut  pleased  wi^  tUs  Ofi* 
nion,  they  must  judge  for  themselves.'* 

The  witness  also  read  a  copy  of  his  answer 
%0  ^s  letter,  bearing  the  same  date,  and  bf 
the  following  tenor; — "  Your  father  and  mo- 
ther's contract  of  marriage  has  not  been  found, 
but  the  mfefUnent  upon  it,  which,  with  ladNr 
Ashe's  contract,  and  alsn  an  oblii^arion  by  sir 
Thomas  Ashe,  and  discliarge  by  them  both, 
nekbig  in  tA  Ibnr deeds,  ii«faenwiUiieBt» 
I  have  communicated  your  letter  ti»  both 
your  brothers.**] 

Mr.  Burnett. — Do  you  recolFect  of  sir 
Francis  going  to  Ediubur^h,  to  take  the  ad- 
vice of  counsel  ? — Yes,  f  think .  he  wOttt  on 
Tuesday  the  K'th  of  . March. 

Do  you  recollect  the  reason  of  his  journey  I 
--Sir  Francis  told  me  at  Haddington,  dwt  nb 
two  brothers  had  found  fault  with  their 
father's  settlement,  and  on  account  of  sir 
Francis  having  burnt  some  papers.  I  advised 
him  to  lay  his  fother's  settlement  before 
I  routisel,  to  know  itpon  wtint  grounds  he 
!  stood,  as  the  sooner  he  cleared  matters  with 
his  brothers  the  better. 

Which  of  the  brothers  ^^as  mosl  dissatis- 
fied ? — He  told  me,  tliat  msyor  Gordon  Kii|- 
loch  egged  on,  or  stirred  up  the  other. 

Whose  advice  did  sir  Francis  take  on  this 
matter? — He  consulted  Mr  Charles  liay.  The 
advice  came  in  a  letter.    Sir  Francis  desired 
me  to  communicate  the  opinion  to  his  bro* 
thcrs.    T  accordinglv  'r  ive  the  letter  to  Mr. 
\  M'Mtllan  to  be  shown  to  the  major  and  Mr. 
Aleaander  Ktnleeh ;  bat  before  I  had  received 
'  it,  I  had  a  conversation  with  br  th  Ihebrothert 
j  upon  the  sut^ect,  and  mirtictdarly  with  this 
I  gentlemen  Mtiw  bar.  The  result  of  tins  eon* 
versation  was  coounqnioated  U>  iif  FnuMta  \/$ 
I  letter. 

[Here  the  witness  read  rople«?  of  two  letters 
firom  himself  to  sir  Francis,  the  one  dated 
10th  and  the  other  dated  the  mh  of  March 
last.  That  of  the  16th  was  rnnrrivcd  in  these 
terms :  *^  being  only  this  moment  come  home, 
I  haw  only  time  to  ioTorm  you  thai  ftwa 
ISO 
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mhni  passed  with  both  >our  brothers  list 
night  it  is  almost  impossible  that  my  dispute 
canalise.  IfibaUwritemonAillyliMDomw.'' 
The  leltpr  of  ttve  J7lh  of  March  wa^  e^- 

Eressed  as  follows:  **  ilaving  talked  upou  the 
ustocss  to  the  major,  the  only  thing  he  stated 
Mselaim  iti  200^,  which  be  said  he  mpaid 
short  of  the  1500/.  The  pu-ticular  circum- 
jitances  of  oiie  of  bis  comoii&sioos  rendered 
it  tiDtieoessary  to  adviace  the  9002.,  but  he 
Ml)'!,  tfuil  ihoujih  that  sum  of  WO/,  may  be 
some  object  to  him,  jet  that^he  never  meant 
to  have  any  serious  dnpole  with  you  tbout  it ; 
«o  fcr  from  that,  he  is  quite  ready  U\  grant 
any  di<5charg:c  that  shall  be  asked  of  iiim. 
He  and  Mr."M*Millan  came  up  this  morning 
with  Mm  Alston,  and  the  unuor  in  tlie 
flrankest  manner  r^^petiicd  the  same  thing, 
ttrbtcfa  J  told  him  1  would  imme^tdy  com* 
Riuwlciite.'' 

•^^  T  had  n  ronver?.ilion  also  with  Mr. 
Alexander  on  Sunday  night,  and  I  am  in  jus- 
tice bound  to  report,  thtt  he  dcdtPttf  hit  per^ 
feci  ntdiofM  to  settle  the  hu^inc^b  in  tlic 
n)o^  friendly  manner,  rpy>ro*)atinij  e\  ery  idea 
ui  a  contrary  nature,  iu  a t un vt r.salion  after- 
wards with  Miss  iiinlocb,  she  informed  roe, 
that  she  clcarlv  pointed  out  to  Mr.  Alexander, 
tiiat  be  had  cok  a  great  deal  luore  than  600/. 
to  hia  firthtr,  M  Ihst  h«  Ijiul  caiiM  to  cmn- 
.plain.'' 

[The  witness  nest  identified  tlie  foHowinp 
l^ttv  from  sir  Francis  lo  himself,  wiihoui  u 
mt,  but  marked  18th  March  1795  on  the 
bacJt,  and  referred  to  in  the  indictment,  viz. 
**  I  never  looked  ojq  Gordon  and  Satmders 
having  serious  inteotioos  of  going  to  law. 
Their  doing  so  woidd  be  more  pleasant  than 
t.tlkhig  about  hnrnlng  papers,  and  talking 
nonsense,  which  aiu  only  or^natc  in  human 
lilfiniii^.'^ 

Mr.  JBur/ic//.— Do  you  rrcoUcct  having  any 
.Conversation  with  the  panel  rei4)eUng  a  paper 
which  he  said  he  bad  signed  I— I  ronember. 

several  yc«r»  a^,  he  told  me  that  he  baa  •  —  >^  

signed  a  paper  m  the  presence  of  his  father,  any  other  part  of  your  property  but  by 
in3  brother  sir  i  raiatis,  Mr.  J*.  Auiiersun,  and  ^  legal  authori^ ;  so  that  I  cannot  comphrit 
Mr.  M'Millan,  which  be  believed  was  to  |  present  with  your  request  about  Mr.  ud* 
disinherit  him.— 1  told  him  that  it  was  irapos-  "  ■  *  "  — 

Sthle.  About  a  week  afier  w  David's  death, 
he  spobs  to  ne  oe  the  eaiiiB  nbjcct ;  but  as 


pears  to  me  very  proper  to  inform  you,  thM 
in  consequence  ot  tiic  iale  tatai  occuneoca  st 
OtUnertoD,  a  trial  must  take  place,  sod  ta 
know  from  yo\i  if  you  wish  to  retain  counsel 
for  your  defence,  which  in  Lha^  case  abaU  be 
imraedbteiy  dMW^  and  alto  Co  knov  whom 
the  advoeaiaa  iad  agiiil  joiiiriiblo  bicA> 
gaged."] 

The  witness  then  identified  tiic  two  feUQW* 
ing  letters  from  llie  panel  lo  him,  viz. 

Haddin^on  Gaotf  97d  April,  im. 

"Sir;  I  received  your  Idler  last  ni^bl, 
couched  in  a  stile  not  like  the  usual,  owiog 
as  I  suppose,  to  the  late  most  uufortutets  oe* 
currenea.  like  reason  of  my  not  seeing  yoii, 
owing  to  your  official  capacity,  I  by  no  roeanv 
(if  aUowed  to  thuik)  think  a  good  one.  I  do 
not  see  amy  impropriety  in  your  coming  to  ne 
once  to  confer  on  busmess.  If  after  reading 
this,  your  opioioa  should  be  &ttU  the  samt, 
let  me  know ;  and  if  nuf  messa^  was  4s&* 
vered  at  GihneitoOy  wbiia  mas  ipvea  to  Hr. 
Dodds." 

«Sir;  J/)ri7S2, 1705. 

**  Please  send  me  the  note  of  Mr.  Dal* 
rymplefbrfiStSa," 

[The  witness  next  read  a  copy  of  his  answer, 
dated  the  23rd  of  April,  and  of  the  folbwiEg 
tenor :  *<  I  received  both  yomr  cards  late  last 
night,  and  not  having  beeD  tnfbmted  thatyw 
was  to  go  off  this  niornine,  I  put  off  answer- 
ins:;  them  till  about  breakfast  time,  when  I 
was  inloiiued  you  was  gone.  The  only  thine 
that  now  requires  an  answer,  is  your  demsnd 
to  get  up  MT.  Dalrymple's  note  for  62/.  8#. 
Tl)e  advice  I  got  about  your  property  under 
my  charge  was,  to  advance  the  ready  money 
for  necessaries  to  you,  and  rons^lting  counsel 
ibryour  defence,  it  you  choo>e  to  retain  soy. 
I  aecordmgly  intimated  to  provost  HiiiM, 
tliat  all  necessaries  furnished  to  you  should 
be  paid ;  and  I  need  not  repeat  that  1  wrote 
you  about  retaining  counsel. — I  was  Ibrtiisr 
advised,  thai  I  was  not  vairanted  to  deliver 


I  fiomid  arguing  the  matter  seriously  would 
not  do  v^ith  him,  I  thought  it  the  belter  way 
to  turn  a  juio  ridicule,  and  said,  **  Sir,  the 
persons  that  you  my  were  pr<»ent,  are  all 
alive  hut  your  fatlit  r,'  wl^  4o  yOU OOt pi0a»> 
cute  and  cipohc  tttcoi." 

Do  proH  cQBunoDl^  kflap«epiaB  ^iba let- 
ters you  writr  N  Yes, 

Is  that  tlie  copy  of  a  letter  which  you  wcote 
Kinlocbf— Yes. 

fthB  witness  then  lead  a  cop^  of  a  letter 
from  himself  to  tlie  panel,  dated  the  Slat  of 

April  last,  and  expressed  thus :  '*  As  you  was 
pleased  iaieiy  lo  arant  a  factory  to  me.  and 

40.  todgii  lapmof  nim  «iiipjliwdi^ilaf- 


I  present  willi  your  request 
ryn)ple>  note.  At  same  time,  if  the  sc- 
ceptor  proposes  to  pay  the  contents  of  it,  it 
seems  to  me  very  proper,  to  take  Uie  moMQr, 
and  lodge  it  in  the  hands  of  your  bankers  as 
part  of  your  property.  Your  message  to J9ta 
brother  was  delivered,  but  be  reU»mefl  aft 
answer.  Mr.Ooldie  aaidheiraiildciU.*) 

lertf  Adwe^.*^Tbt  gcndeaMn  of  ths 

jury  will  observe,  that  this  letter  aJkid^ti 
the  panel's  beine;  remo\  ed  iv  i'^imburgh. 

[^The  witness  then  identified  the  followiM 
letter,  which  he  had  received  from  the  paoa 
by  po4i^andiarefeived  to  in  the  indklBiiti 

«  Sir  ;  Edinburgh  GmoI^  %ilk  April,  ^^f^- 

**  I  wrote  you  frgmfiaddiogiOB.  ra|ufrtuig 


Digitized  by  GoogU: 


iily-two  pounds,  um  tUUkm. 
dMtililwttld 


A.  a  im. 


Zard  A4tmat9. — You  have  known  this 
gtoUeman  Mvcnl  jeartw  Did  jrou  ever  iina- 
giDt  Iw  waa  inaaMf— I  tiav»  awaHmaa 
•trved  bim  peevish  and  discontented ;  but  I 
never  saw  any  marks  of  in!>anity  in  his  ap' 
pearance,  till  Monday  the  13th  of  April  last, 
iHmo  H occurred  to  mo,  from  the  reoolloclioo 
of  aome  circumstances  in  his  behaviour  on 
£otunlajr  the  lith  (on  which  day  I  bad  seen 
Mm  ot  Haddington^  that  tho  slate  of  mind 
ia  which  he  then  appeared  to  bfl^  had  boen  Ml 
ita  progress  on  the  Saturday. 

What  atate  of  ndod  did  you  think  him  ia 
o»  iba  Monday  ? — Downright  nsad ;  that  ia^ 
he  appeared  to  be  deraneed,  or  as  if  the 
rational  powers  of  hi5  mind  had  left  him ;  and 
air  Francia  thought  the  taoie. 

Did  you,  such  being  your  opiiuoil^  piOfOaa 
Mcuriag  the  panel  ?— -Yes,  I  did. 

What  reaoM  had  yoQ  ibr  believhig  hia  de- 
ranged ? — His  wild  appearance  and  behaviour. 
I  should  have  mentioned,  that  I  was  on  my 
road  to  Gilmerton  en  the  Monday,  when  a 
aarvaot  met  me,  and  put  into  my  haoda  a 
letter  from  sir  Francis,  %vhich  began  with 
these  words :  "  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you,  that 
Gordon  is  stark  mad  and  air  Francis  added, 
that  Georsie  Somner  had  been  sent  fur,  on 
neoouBt  ot  the  ouyor  liaviog  told  Miss  Kin- 
ledh,  that  he  had  iwatlowed  poiaoa,  though, 
whether  the  caia  wat  10  ar  oel^  air  tnmm 
«ould  not  say. 

IlaTe  you  that  card  f — No. 

What  Decame  of  it  ? — It  was  torn  in  pieces, 
and  committed  to  the  flames.  Sir  Francis 
and  a  Mr.  Low  (who  happened  to  be  at  Gil- 
OMTton  at  the  time),  having  wallced  out,  I 
Was  left  with  no  other  company  than  the 
myor*  wheae  behaviour,  as  he  both  s|>oke  and 
aeltd  hi  a  moat  ettravagant  manner,  rather 
alarmed  me.  At  one  time,  he  brought  into 
the  parlour  a  blunderbuss,  with  which  he 
walked  up  and  down  the  parlour,  niaJdng 
many  wild  rootiona,  and  aoraethnes  holding  it 
an  the  position  of  presenting ;  and  I  had  oc- 
casion to  see  bim  put  a  flint  into  it,  prime  it, 
and  load  it  with  powder.  At  length,  to  ray 
great  sutis faction,  he  carried  it  out,  and  placed 
It  in  a  chaise  which  was  wailins  for  bim  at 
the  deor,  and  in  wfaieh  he  left  Oihaerton. 
But  while  we  were  together  by  ourselves,  as 
aiready  mentioned,  I  na]»pcnea  inadvertently 
to  take  sir  Francis's  letter  out  of  my  pocket, 
and  observing  the  major  coming  towards  me, 
and  bcin^  afraid  he  would  see  it,  I  tore  it  in 
DieceEL  and  committed  it  to  the  flamea ;  and 
wdaea  I  thought  it  a  lueky  eimnnatance, 
that  he  did  not  see  it. 

Did  the  panel  appear  much  agitated  upon 
tbia  occasion  ?  He  loaded  the  blunderbuss 
with  great  diffiouhgr,  Hia  hands  ihoekin a 


bgr  Mr. 


Did  it  appear  to  you,  that  all  risk  of  dis- 
agreement between  sir  Francis  and  the  panel 
was  over,  aflcr  tlic  conversation  you  had  wiiU 
hin  ^It  appeared  to  me  that  all  difierences 
was  ataa  eaiV  ^  g^ve  me  great  satia^ 
tion. 

What  was  air  David*8  aetHement  f The 

sum  he  left  to  each  of  the  younger  brothers 
was  ibOOi^Mi,  Alexander  gpl  only  900/.; 
but  M isa  Rhilodi  eiphdoed  to  bim,  that  ha 
had  cost  his  father  a  great  deal  more  thao  tha 
other  600/.,  and  he  was  satisfied. 

Had  you  any  conversation  with  the  panel 
about  the  renunciation  which  he  supposed  ha 
had  signed } — I  had ;  it  appeared  to  me,  that 
this  opinion  of  his  was  wild  and  absurd. 

Wmo  you  were  alone  with  the  panel  on 
the  Monaay,  in  the  parlour  of  Gilmerton 
house,  did  you  conceive  yourself  to  be  ia 
danger  P— I  ttlt  myself  in  a  very  disagreedldi 
and  dangerous  situation. 

Did  >fiss  Kinloch  eive  you  any  informatioil 
of  his  behaviour  on  the  preceding  night? 

[Here  the  witness  looked  at  some  notes  which 
be  said  he  had  taken  in  hia  calmer  momc~^ 


aAer  he  was  informed  bv  some  of  the  gen* 
tiemeo  in  court,  that  he  was  likely  to  be 
called  upon  la  give  evidence  in  tbia  tsialL 
He  then  proceeded aa  kikmt,  iBaiingfwBt 

the  notes.] 

When  I  arrived  at  Gilmerton,  Miss  Kin- 
loch was  in  the  parlour,  and  soon  called  me 
to  tha  lobby,  and  informed  me,  tlut  they  bad 
been  much  disturbed  and  disconcertetl,  and 
even  alarmed  by  the  miyor's  conduct  the 

f»receding  night ;  that  he  had  been  very  real* 
ess,  havmg  gone  from  room  to  room,  throw* 
ing  himself  upon  the  beds,  reflected 
upon  hia  drhnaing  too  moeh  brandjf  and  g^n 
said  preceding  night,  and  she  also  informed 
me,  that  he  had  told  her  he  bad  swallowed 
poison. 

Lord  Advocate. — I  must  object  to  this  mode 
of  pHMveding.*  There  can  be  no  oldeetien  la 

a  witness  refreshing  his  memory  from  notes, 
before  he  comes  into  court ;  but  he  is  not  to 
prepare  a  paper,  then  come  to  the  foot  of  thit 
table,  and  read  his  narrative  from  beginning 
to  end,  and  then  to  go  away.  That,  I  aaj, 
cannot  be  admitted  as  evidence. 

Lord  Eikgrme  sienifled  that  he  W^mA  \m 
'  opinion  with  the  lota  advocate. 

[The  witness  was  ordered  to  withdimv.] 

Mr.  Hope. — My  lord,  I  trust  I  know  some* 
thing  of  law,  and  have  some  idea  of  common 
sense  and  reason ;  and  I  believe,  I  knoir 

something  of  the  law  of  evidence  also. 

My  lord  I  admit  that  if  a  witness  were  to 
take  from  hit  pocket  a  paper,  lay  it  on  the 


*  See  Burnett  on  the  Ctimiaal 
fiooUaad^p.^ 
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tabic,  and  say  there  is  my  evidence,  and  then 
walk  away,  such  a  proceeding  could  never  be 
permitted  by  your  lordships ;  but  the  case  is 
very  different,  when  a  witness,  after  an  affair 
has  happened,  whu  because  Vie  was  not  pre- 
sent at  the  accident,  could  not  know  or  sus- 
pect that  he  was  to  be  a  witness,  takes  down 
notes  as  soon  as  he  is  informed  that  he  is  to 
be  called  upon,  and  looks  at  them  here,  to  as- 
sist his  recollection  on  a  specific  question  being 
put  to  him. 

When  t  undertook  the  defence  of  the  panel, 
I  felt  it  my  duty  to  inyesligale  the  matter  to 
the  bottom,  and  to  discover  every  thing  that 
the  witnesses  could  say.  In  the  course  of  my 
inquiries  at  Haddincton,  I  saw  Mr.  Fras*'r, 
who  told  me  several  very  material  circum- 
stances I  went  to  Gilmcrtun  to  see  what 
could  be  made  out  from  the  information  of 
the  family,  and  there  it  was  that  I  learned 
from  the  servants  that  Mr  Frascr  had  been 
there  the  day  before  the  accident  happened. 
When  I  came  back  to  him  next  morning  he 
had  been  recollecting  in  his  bed,  and  now 
Jtmembercd  a  number  of  circumstances  that 
had  escaped  his  memory  on  the  day  before. 
Then  said  I,  "  Mr.  Fraser,  put  down  in  writing 
^11  that  you  remember,  as  each  circumstance 
occurs  to  your  recollection,  for  as  you  did 
not  recollect  these  tlungs  last  night,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  you  may  not  recollect  them  when 
jrou  come  before  the  Court,  concerned  and 
agitated  as  you  may  be."  Now,  my  lord,  was 
there  any  thing  improper  in  tliis? 

Court. — No. 

Wr.  Hope. — Then  is  not  the  witness  bound, 
^y  the  obligation  of  the  oath  which  he  has 
taken,  to  look  at  his  notes  ?  for  that  oath  re- 
quires him,  not  only  to  tell  what  he  recollects, 
but  all  that  he  knows  or  shall  be  asked  of 
him.  If  therefore,  a  witness  is  conscious  that 
things  may  have  escaped  his  memory,  he  is 
boxind  to  resort  to  any  means  that  can  render 
him  more  accurate. 

If  a  witness  lakes  down  notes  at  the  time 
an  affair  happens,  he  is  always  allowed  to  re- 
sort to  them  to  refresh  his  memory.  The 
case  is  the  same  with  a  person  who  takes 
notes  the  moment  he  is  told,  that  he  is  to  be 
called  as  a  witness.  The  notes  are  the  best 
evidence  he  can  bring,  and  he  is  equally  en* 
titled  to  use  them. 

Had  it  been,  as  the  lord  advocate  said,  to 
read  a  paper  from  beginning  to  end,  and  then 

50  away,  ihe  matter  would  have  been  very 
liferent  indeed  ;  but,  my  lords,  it  was  but  on 
one  question  that  the  witness  had  recourse  to 
his  notCH,  and  how  does  the  lord  advocate 
know  that  he  is  to  use  them  any  more  ?  I 
My^  in  law,  in  reason,  and  in  justice,  be  is 
entitled  to  use  them  when  his  recollection 
fails.  I  do  not  desire,  that  he  shall  read  his 
paper  from  bcemmng  to  cad,  but  only  that 
ne  shall  be  at  liberty  to  use  it  occasionally  to 
refresh  his  n>cn>ory.  And  I  say,  with  sub- 
ttiMiOD,  but  at  the  same  time  with  some  do- 
nee of  confidence,  tliat  the  judgment  of  the 
T'ourt  cannot  be  otherwise. 


Lnrd  AdvocaU. — For  all  that  I  have  heard« 
I  still  feel  it  luv  duty  to  slate  the  contrary 
opinion.     My   brother  misunderstood  my 
meaning,  if  he  thought  I  imputed  to  him  taj 
thing  improper  in  the  activity  and  zeal  he  has 
shown  in  this  cause,  much  less  do  I  care  whe- 
ther the  paper  was  read  from  beginniag  to 
end,  or  partially.    I  can  have  but  one  desire, 
in  common  with  the  jury,  the  due  adminiitra- 
tion  of  justice.    But,  my  lord,  I  repeat  again, 
that  my  objection  is  well  founded. 

If,  in  the  course  of  examining  any  witncw, 
he  shall  find  himself  at  a  loss,  and  desires  to 
consult  notes  taken  on  the  spot,  and  at  the 
very  time  a  transaction  happened,  I  say  it  is 
competent  tor  a  witness  so  to  refresh  his  roe- 
mory  :  but  it  is  not  so  with  notes  taken  at  a 
distance  of  time ;  they  roust  be  taken  imme- 
diately, because  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  a 
witness,  by  the  means  of  such  notes,  to  make 
up  so  connected  a  story,  that  I  defy  the 
counsel  on  either  side  to  make  out  the  fraud. 

I  am  far  from  sayiug,  that  this  witness  has 
any  such  design.  I  am  far  from  suppothu 
that  the  gentlemen,  who  conduct  this  thai, 
could  take  any  unfair  advantage  ;  but,  u 
public  prosecutor,  it  is  ray  duty  to  prevent  the 
establishment  of  any  bad  precedent.  What 
has  been  done  in  this  case,  may  he  done  in 
others,  by  low  attornies ;  not  by  counsel,— I 
cannot  s«ipposc  it  of  them. 

I  agree  to  this,  that  in  general,  if  a  witness 
does  not  recollect,  he  may  li>ok  at  notes  taken 
at  the  time.  But  I  demand  of  *Jtic  Court,  if 
notes  taken  at  a  distance  of  time,  ought  to 
be  admitted  in  evidence.  I  ask  you  tojudge. 
I  am  bound  to  obey ; — and  to  that  judgment 
I  always  submit  with  pleasure. 

I  shall  only  add,  that  it  was  held  in  lbs 
trial  of  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  that  notes  taken  at 
a  distance  of  time  could  not  be  used  by  a  wit- 
ness. The  point  was  long  and  ably  contcndetl 
by  both  sides  of  the  bar,  and  at  last  Utuded 
against  the  admission. 

Ix)rd  Etkgrore. — There  are  certain  riilet 
which  we  should  never  relax.  If  a  man  comes 
to  this  bar  as  a  witness,  he  is  to  swear  to  what 
he  now  remembers,  not  to  what  he  formerly 
remembered.  IIow  would  it  answer,  were  we 
tn  suflcr  the  public  prosecutor  to  produce  the 
declaration  emitted  by  a  witness  in  his  pre- 
cognition before  the  sheriff,  and  say  to  hioH 
•*  there  is  a  paper  which  you  have  signed, 
rea<l  it  over,  and  give  it  as  your  evidence  ?" 

A  man  who  has  been  present  at  any  in- 
teresting occasion,  when  he  expects  to  be 
called  upon  as  a  witness,  may  take  notes,  and 
produce  them  in  court ;  but  tliis  is  very  dif- 
ferent indeed  from  a  narrative  taken  at  the 
distance  of  weeks. 

I  can  make  no  deviation  from  a  general 
rule,  and  therefore  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that  the  witness  is  not  entitled  to  um2  these 
notes. 

Lord  Svinton. — A  witness  may  make  use 
of  notes  taken  down  al  the  time  an  afiair  hap- 


pens, but  not  when  taken  down  weeks  alki* 
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^]  Jbr  Murdgf, 

mrda.  Tbtre  would  be  no  barm  in  the  wtt- 
JMM  looking  tbem  over  before  bo  oune  in 
here,  but  lo  tako  tbem  out  here,  is  agunst  all 

rules. 

Lord  Bwiitiiiiaii  ^eod  with  the  above 

Judges. 

Lord  Craig  thought  the  wttu€&s  might  liave 
iCGOune  to  his  notes,  when  any  particukr 
iquestion  was  put  to  him. 

Lord  Jmtice  Clerk. — I  do  not  know,  my 
lords,  that  we  should  difi'cr  much,  if  we  knew 
mhax  we  were  debating  about. 

Tlial  -A  witness  is  not  allowed  lo  take  out  a 
jiaptr,  read  u  over,  and  then  say,  there  is  my 
«?id«nce,  this  I  allow ;  but  it  is  admitted  by 
yoTir  Inrdsliips, — it  is  athnilled  by  thr  lord 
iMivocale, — that  a  witness  may  make  use  of 
Holes  taken  at*  the  time  the  faet  liappened. 
Now,  where  is  the  difference,  though  they  are 
taken  ex  pott facto^  if  he  is  ready  to  swr^r  that 
he  took  them  down  willi  a  goad  recollection  ? 
I  therefore  think,  that  if  the  witness  does  not 
recollect  any  rirnimstance,  he  has  a  right  to 
look  at  his,  notes  before  he  answers  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  then,  if  he  says  upon  the  ^reat 
oath  which  he  has  taken,  thai  t!ic«;c  are  tacts, 
they  ought  to  be  revived  m  evidence,— not 
indeed  giving  the  notes  at  his  deposition,  but 
using  tliein  only  for  the  purpose  of  refreshing 
his  memory. 

Mr.  Hope. — Your  lordship  mu&t  know,  that 
than  was  alll  asked. 

The  Onirt  decided  bj  a  majority,  that  the 
witness  was  not  entitled  lo  look  at  the 
notes. 

The  witness  was  tiien  recalled,  and  inibrmed 

that  it  was  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  that 
he  must  not  take  out  his  notes;  aflcff  which, 

the  examination  proceeded. 

Mr.  Hume. — Did  yua  mtntion  the  opinion 
jou  had  formed  of  the  panel  to  any  of  the 
Jamily  T  tuM  Mi  s  Kinloch  tliat  it  was  my 
O|>inton,  that  matter!*  were  bow  arrivrd  at  that 
tfiais.  Id  make  it  necessary  to  eonfne  him. 

DetufL  von  gave  that  opinion,  had  you  seen 
the  major  ? — No,  but  after  seeing  him,  1  was 
confirmed  in  this  opinion,  and  thought  he  was 
actually  daneerous  to  mankind,  i  inHi|^IMd 
that  he  woiild  Ho  nii'-rhicf  to  some  person  or 
ancrther;  and  1  tlwught  it,  in  particular,  very 
daagerous  for  sir  Piaocis,  as  one  who  was 
going  rtrnr  him,  r'?prr  i.ilfv  :ilier  seeing  liiin 
prepare  deatructivc  weapons,  having  never 
ohoirwed  any  tendency  or  that  kind  before. 

Had  you  any  conversation  with  sir  Francis 
on  the  Monday  ?— Sir  Francis  sent  for  me  to 
the  garden.  1  was  at  that  time  standing  with 
the  panel  in  the  front  of  Gilmeiton  house ; 
and  he  said,  "  Why  go  to  the  garden?  I.rt 
sir  Francis  come  tu  you."  I  repU^,  i  will 
go  to  sh*  Franeis  wherever  he  ouls  me.'^ 

What  was  the  tenur  of  the  conversation 
you  bad  with  sw  Francis? — Sir  Fcaocis  was 
meeJiigly  veied,  and  seemed  to  be  affironted 
St  his  brother's  situation. 

iia  aesnod  ^S^insnisd^  did  you  itj  f «-Yei^  he 
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appeared  to  me  to  feel,  as  it  were,  n  sort  of 
fmmily  affront. 

Was  tliis  beibia  the  blunderbuss  scene 
It  was. 

What  farther  confetsation  had  jon  }~~K 
^ond  dr;ti  more  conversation  passed  betwaan 

sir  Fraucis  and  me. 
What  passed  after  Mr.  Somner  and  you 

were  together' — Mr.  S  innrr  and  I,  in  our 
conversation,  agreed  that  the  maior  was  de- 
ranged ;  and  I  afterwards  informed  sir  Francis 
of  the  blunderbuss  and  otlier  circumstances, 
and  pressed  upon  sir  Francis  the  nfrc5sily 
there  was  for  securing  him,  as  he  appeared  to 
roe  a  most  dangerous  person,  paracularly 
about  that  family.  Sir  Francis  seemed  to  be 
of  the  same  opinion;  and  he  then  informed 
me,  that  he  md  bolted  his  room-door  In  the 
inside  on  the  Sunday  night;  and  I  aglfod 
that  Im:  was  very  nght  in  so  doing. 

Had  you  any  transactions  formerly,  which 
led  you  to  suspect  that  the  major  was  insane! 
— The  major  was  owinE  a  dcht  to  ?l  Mr.  Hep- 
burn, a  neighbouring  farmer,  ia  May  1789, 
he  left  for  me  with  a  Mr.  Veitch,  a  draft  for  a 
sum  of  money  to  pay  this  farmer.  When  I 
looked  at  the  draft,  it  appeared  to  be  ibr 
about  100/.  more  than  was  doe.  But  pertuipa 
I  had  better  read  the  correspondence  ifiit 
passed  at  the  time. 

[Here  the  witness  read  the  following  corres- 
pondence betwceu  ihe  panel  and  himself^ 
vis.] 

Caid— Mr.  Kinloch  to  Bfe.  iVsMr,  00  datc^ 
qooted  bgr  Mr.  Fmier,  nh  May,  1789. 

Mr.  O.  Kinloch's  ruiTiplimenls  to  Mr.  Frascr, 
and  incloses  him  a  draft  for  430/.  on  Mans- 
field, Ramsay,  and  Co.  for  the  discharge  of 
his  bond  to  Mr.  Hepburn,  and  which  he  has 
rec^uested  of  Mr.  Veitch  to  giTO  him  on  his 
arrival  from  Peneaitland. 

Card— Mr.  Fraur  to  Mr.  Kinloch,  8th  May, 

1789. 

A.  F.  presents  very  respectful  compliments  to 
Mr.  G.  Kinloch,  acKnowlcdging  receipt  of 
his  favour,  inclosing  a  draft  to  Mr.  Uepoum 
for  4901.  But  Mr.  G.  R.  will  please  reeol- 
Ic'Ct,  that  the  principal  sum  due  to  Mr.  Hep- 
burn is  only  :iOO/.,  bearing  interest  from 
Lammas,  1787.  And  as  ifilr.  H.  was  told, 
on  the  17th  March  last,  that  he  should  be 
paiil  at  thrpr  fimnths  from  that  date,  so  the 
whole  sum  due  lo  liim,  upon  the  17th  June 
next,  will  be  only  S3B/.  2$.  Gd.  And  there- 
fore, tlie  neat  way  vf  ^cttfin;;  the  business 
appears  to  be,  to  draw  a  bill  upon  Mesvs. 
ManifieM  and  Co.  for  that  sum,  payable  to 
Mr.  HephuMi  upua  the  17th  June. 

The  draft  for  the  430/.  shall  be  returned  to 
Mr.  G.  K.  when  A.  Fraser  shall  know  with 
ceitiinlgr  wheretoaddieaatoliim.  • 

Caid— Mr.  Ermm  to  Mr.  Xi'iiloc*,  30th  May, 

1789. 

A,  Rater's  moii  lespactM  complunenU  to 
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Mr.  G.  K.;  bopts  the  letter  of  the  8th  of 

May  his  come  safe  to  hand,  Though  it  lay 
in  the  DO&t-othce  at  Edmburgti  until  it  was 
ibrwsraed  to  Hoflatt  by  directioos  from 
A.  Y.  Begs  leave  to  iniorm  Mr.  G.  K.  that 
Mr.  Kioloch  wishes  to  pay  up  the  amount 
of  bis  note  of  hand,  and  interest  due  upon 
it,  and  offered  the  money  to  A.  F.  provided 
the  amoiiDt  could  he  ascertained  ;  but  as 
Beilhi'f  Mr.  Kiuloch  or  A.  Fraser  could 
Moctly  recollect  the  Mini,  and  the  period 
•incc  the  interest  bcgim  to  liccome  due 
upon  11,  80  Mr.  G.  K.  will  be  pleased  to 
gend  the  nolo  of  hand  to  A.  P.  and  the  eon- 
tcnls  of  it  (incliifline  principal  and  in- 
terest), may  be  credUed  in  part  of  Mr.  Hep> 
bum's  debt ;  and  in  that  case,  Mr.  O.  K. 
need  only  send  n  new  bill  for  the  balance 
that  would  remain  due  to  Mr.  Hepburn, 
al  ter  deduction  of  the  aum  of  Mr.  Kiiiloch's 
note. 

A.  F.  has  tnkcn  the  liberty  to  propose  settlioc 
the  business  in  the  manner  above  stated, 
as  bo  believes  it  to  be  the  moit  easy  and 

convenient  way  of  doing  it.  And  he  will 
aend  the  bill  tor  430^.  to  Mr.  G.  K.  when- 
ever  he  wiU  receive  bis  instriKtiom  ior  that 


Oifd-^.  Q»  EMoeh  toMr.  t^naer,  Sod  June, 

1789. 

Mr.  G.  Kinloch's  compliments  to  Mr.  Frasf  r, 
and  as  the  pbn  pointed  out  to  him  for  clear- 
ing all  accounts,  appears  to  be  the  most 
f  roper,  he  has  ^^:u  the  note,  amounting 
with  interest  to  70/.,  which  deducted  from 
S38/.,  amounts  to  iiSl^  which  will  clear  his 
debt  to  Mr.  Hepburn;  and  forwbkh  pur* 
po5e,  he  has  sent  him  an  order  on  Messrs. 
Mansfield,  payable  to  Mr.  Hepburn  at  14 
days  after  date ;  and  requests  of  Mr.  Firaser 
to  send  the  note  given  for  S501.  to  Moffatt. 

P.  S.  In  reading  over  Mr.  F's  card,  there  is 
a  mistake  in  the  som  due  to  Mr.  Uepburo, 
being  at  most  9801,  instead  of  430/.»  as 
specffied  by  him. 

Card— Mr.  JFrwer  to  ^Tr  KhUock,  4th  Junc^ 

A.  Fraser  s  compliments  to  Mr.  G.  K.  ac- 
knowledging receipt  of  bbfiivour,  with  Mr. 
Kinloch's  note  of  hand,  and  draft  for  258/. 
amounting  m  all  to  S2QL,  which  will  pay  up 
Mr.  Hepburn's  debt. 

Itatwns  inclosed  the  draf\  for  the  43o/.  and 
is  sorry  th  It  he  should  have  called  Mi  Hep 
burn's  debt,  430/.  in  place  of  330/.,  and  of 
this  mistake  he  had  not  tho  smallest  reeoU 
lection. 

Mr.  G.  K.  will  please  acknowledge  receipt 

af  tiw  draught  lor  430. 
A.  F.  sent  a  message  lately  to  Adam  Milehell 

about  the  balance  of  ttie  wood  money,  but 
he  has  rcturaed  uu  aus^wer.  A.  F.  thinks, 
Uiat  withoutdismsslne  HIteball,  some  part 
of  this  balance  may  nc  reoovaiedf  inaeed 
MtteheU  mid  so  himself. 


Trid  2fSir  A.  CMon  KmhA  [DM 
Mr.  Kbtkeh  to  Mr.  Fra$tt^  fOlb  Jane,  UM, 

I  was  favoured  with  your  letter,  inclosing  my 
draft  to  Mr.  Hepburn  for  430/.  I  nni$^ 
and  do  confess  myself  to  have  been  nroch 
mistaken  in  saying  that  you  stated  my  debt 
to  Mr.  Hcpbum  to  have  amounted  tn  that 
sum,  but  it  wa.s  entirely  owing  to  iny»eii,m 
giving  a  draft  Ibr  lOOf.  more,  which  escapei 
my  memory.] 

Mr.  Hum€ — TIow  was  the  mnHer  settled 
at  Ust?— It  was  finally  settled  in  the  wtv  i 
reeomroendcd,  by  a  noto  lor  the  nett  sum  del 

being  sent  to  me. 

Did  the  panel  after  the  nutter  was  so  »>• 
tied,  ever  recur  to  the  subject  ? — Yes,  at  tk 
distanee  of  several  years.  In  May  1793,  wbss 
I  happened  to  he  it  Gihnerton,  the  nivcr 
took  me  aside,  and  toM  me  very  abruptly,  ma 
he  could  not  recollect  that  a  draft  or  bi 
v  li;(:!i  he  had  left  with  Mr.  James  Veilcli.to 
be  given  to  me,  had  ever  been  returned;  « 
expressed  himselTto  ^bb  purpose,  ■adsdisi 
tiiat  this  circumstance  had  given  him  van 
pre-U  vexilion,  anti  more  tViHn  be  could  tea 
To  iius  I  <iuswercd,  that  i  was  aston>»Uul  st 
what  he  mentioDed ;  for  I  was  liilly  cos* 
vinccd,  tiint  do  such  inaccuracy  or  muta)?? 
liad  happened  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Vcitcb,  wb« 
was  then  no  more;  and  as  for  myself,  Mm  I 
was  sure  that  I  was  pertV  ctJy  clear,  and  would 
be  able,  on  looking  over  my  correspondeocc 
on  the  business,  to  cxphun  it  in  the  oosl 
satisfacUNry  manner. 

Did  yoa  accordingly  give  such  information? 
— Yes,  on  going  home,  I  examined  tr»e  cor- 
respondence already  recited,  and  wrote  a  ca^i 
to  t!tc  pnnel,  rccapiluluting  the  import  of  it. 
This  c<ird  was  dated  on  the  iOth  of  2diT, 
1908. 

Did  this  explanation  satisfy  the  niajcr'— 
Yes,  1  had  occasion  to  be  at  Gilmeiiua  woo 
after,  when  the  subject  was  introduced ;  sad 
the  major  not  only  declared  his  perfect  satis* 
faction  with  the  explanation,  but  ^tmei 
much  ashamed,  and  hurt  at  the  want  of  rs- 
ooUectioB  on  his  part*  whkh  had  rendered  ii 
neces<;:irv ;  adding,  according  to  the  hc^t  w 
my  recoilection.  that,  at  the  tune  the  «aui 
moaey  traassetion  took  flaoe,  b«  had  bssi 
much  distracted  in  his  mind. 

Did  you  not,  poihc  vears  aijo,  receive  a  Is^ 
ter  from  the  m:yor,  dated  m  London,  wWsfc 
indueed  you  to  suppose  his  mind  at  tiiat  tims 
very  much  disturbed  ?— Yes,  its  contents  wert 
so  strange  as  to  impress  me  with  the  idea» 
that  he  was  in  a  desperate  sitnirtao%  balb  m 
to  his  mind  and  purv. 

What  became  of  this  letter     U  hVPifige» 
eunred  to  ine,  that  the' same  sheddbs 
diately  communicated  to  the  family,  I  ser.t  it 
to  Mr.  Alexander,  re<]tfe«tini^  tbal  haCMgl^ 
show  It  to  the  late  sir  ir  raucis. 

Was  it  returned  to  you.'— No.  I  sssi^ 
lime  aftrTu-nrfb  nsked  Mr,  Al^^tand-r,  if  bf 

had  lecMved  it«  and  he  acJaiowi«d£cd  lUai  be 
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!Hl]  for  Murder, 

bad:  bulnolliin|t  farllirr,  to  the  beat  of  my 
ftcollection,  passed  on  the  subject 

Do  you  recollect  havinz  any  cdlVBTsation 
wHb^  Francis  respectinzUie  panel,8oon  aAcr 
sir  David's  death,  in  which  sir  Francis  ex- 
pressed an  apprehension  wiiii  respect  to  the 
pftoers  situation?— Yes,  soon  after  his  fa- 
ther's funeral,  sir  Franci*  suit!  to  inc.  that  he 
thought  Gordon  was  getting  lulo  oiui  oi  lui 
vnHnSky  fita. 

Mr.  Hvpc.—l  believe  the  paners  pocket- 
^Ook  is  in  your  custoily  ?— Yet. 

[The  contents  of  tlie  pocke|.l>ook  were  ex- 
hibited by  the  witness.] 

Mr.  Hope. — Was  there  found  in  that  pockel- 
twok,  ft  copy,  holograph  of  the  panel,  of  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Franri?  Anderson,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  supposed  renunciaUoD  airead/ 
nenlMHied  ?— Yes,  here  it  \t, 

Mr.  rii<pc. — You  have  sf-en,  gentlemen  of 
lite  jury,  liiat  twice  over,  at  tlicdiftta(»  of 
jrear5,  the  panel  ^nokc  to  the  witneas  of  this 
BMMmciation;  and,  with  this  vagary  still  in 
his  head,  he  actMaUy  wrutc  to  Mr.  Anderson 
on  the  irth  of  December,  179^,  a  letter,  the 
oofrteftts  or  which  yoo  thaU  nam  hear. 

[Wt.  Hope  then  read  lli^"  ropy  of  itu;  letter, 
which  was  of  the  following  tenor:  As  I  am 
now  winding  matters,  and  being  ignorant 
of  some  things  in  which  delicacy  prevents  me 
from  asking  my  father,  and  in  which  you  wn 
resoUe  me,  L  now  address  yoti  ibr  tiiat  pur- 
pose. It  is  to  know  the  tenor  of  the  slicets  of 
paper,  whicli  T  sigm  (1  in  your  prescnr  ^  here 
ui  the  year  iTHBj  Ol  the  contents  of  which  I 
was  and  am  ignorant.  Though  it  may  appear 
extraordinary,  that  I  subfcnhct!  to  that,  of 
which  1  did  not  know  the  purport,  vet  that 
atirprise  will  cease,  when  said  at  the  desire  of 
s  fether,to  wbiehvefosal  I  ever  was  a  stranger, 
it  was  done.  In  my  rpqtiest  of  favour  of  an- 
swer, I  hope  there  is  nuiiiiuK  unbecoming 
iMinoiir  and  faurinesi.  In  thb  iaea  I  subacribe 
iiiyseK" 

Mr.  Hope. — Have  you  Mr.  Andersen's  an- 
awer  to  this  letter?-^ Yes,  it  is  likewise  liere. 
Do  you  know  this  to  bo  Mr.  Andcttoo's 

iMiid-wriline  ? — Yes. 

Wlrat  is  the  dale  of  this  answer?— It  has 
ooiie,  but  relers  to  that  ol  the  panel's  letter. 

{Here  it  was  mtnlioned,  that  in  ease  thb 

shouki  be  thought  necessary,  Mr.  Anderson 
had  been  rited  for  the  purpose  of  authenti- 
oaling  hi»  letter,  but  tlie  lord  advocate  agreed 
that  this  was  uDoecassary ;  and  the  letter  was 
thwi  read,  ^t'Mi e>:pr<?'^rd  a*^  f'tillows:  "  1  mi 
tfattdajr  favoured  with  your's  of  yesterday,  and 
abottld  be  happy,  were  it  ia  my  power,  to 
fatisfy  you,  but  I  have  not  the  most  distant 
recollection  of  any  papers  you  signed  in  my 
preaenoe,  in  the  vear  1788.  I  observe  from 
•or books,  that  all  transactions  \vith  renrd  to 
your  h-ale  to  lonl  Wrniy^*'  of  WoodhaJl,  was 
^ttaiiy  cloM»i  at  Whikmndav  and  tiie 

bataneepaid^  m  Uie  ifttof  Jday,  1786. 
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Since  which  there  has  he<»n  no  Jransaciion 
betwixt  us.  Will  you  raaiLC  my  best  rcupcttj* 
to  sir  David,  and  t«H  him,  ha  anay  deoend  on 
seeing  roe  early  in  the  next  year.  And  I  shall 
be  happy,  if,  bom  any  circuiustance  you  can 
bring  to  my  recoUeclion,  any  thing  tbatsaaj 
tend  to  satisfy  you  as  to  what  you  wish  to 
know  ;  but  this  I  am  certain  of,  that  1  never 
presented  any  paper  to  any  person  to  sign  in 
my  liifo,  without  explaining  the  nature  of  it 
to  them,  and  inHkin<;  thrm  readii.  Mjr  best 
wi&hcs  ever  liUliu!  >  uu  all."] 

Sugh  Dodd$,  clerk  to  Mr.  Fraser,  examined 
bjBIr.  Burnett. 

Did  you  see  the  pane!  in  Haddington  gaoI.> 
—Yes.'  I  saw  him  there  on  Wednesday  the 
i.'^th  of  Apiili  in  oonpaoy  with  Mr.  Uaj 

Siiulh. 

What  ooDversation  then  pastadl*-Nalbii|; 

particular;  only  the  panel  expressed  soaia 
dissatisfactiou  vv  uh  bis  situation,  there  bai^ 
no  lire  in  the  room. 

When  did  you  again  i^ce  the  panel'— T 
wailed  on  him  with  a  written  message  from 
Mr.  Fraser,  in  answer  to  sererai  messages 
(roro  the  panel. 

What  was  the  import  of  this  messa^?^ — 
It  intbreacd  the  panel,  thai  he  might  give  anj 
massaga  to  me  whieh  be  midit  have  n  rriniaa 
to  send  on  bu^inesa;  and  ho  would  jetaa 
immediaie  answer. 

What  did  tfia  panel  say,  oa  reetivi£)g  thit 
mcs^acc  ?--Ilc  j-aid,  tli.it  he  supposed  he 
might  understand  he  was  never  to  see  Mr. 
Fras»  again ;  and  thai  he  conkl  not  set  a 
distinct  aaawer,  tioiess  he  saw  Mr.  rauer 
himself. 

Did  you  again  see  the  panel  ? — Y'es,  on  the 
Tuesday  thereafter. 

What  was  the  orrn^ion  <'if  your  seeing  him 
ttien?-- To  be  present  at  the  intimation  of  a 
petitkm  for  appainting  managers  to  the  estate 
of  Gilmer  tun. 

What  pa-^sed?— The  puiel  read  over  the 
petition,  aiid  (oa  my  explaining  the  nature  of 
It),  aaad,  be  liad  no  objection  te  it,  and  -  ^ 
a  consent,  which  I  wrote  otit. 

Did  any  thing  farther  pai>s?->Yesi  ho^._ 
posad  to  kaep  the  petition,  and  to  oansidcr  of' 
the  mal- r  for  fort    -  i  ht  hours;  but  I  de- 
cUned  leaving  the  peltiiouwith  him,  and|  at 
hie  desire,  aeSrad  out  the  cenaeat 

Did  he,  notwithstanding,  agree  to  the 
plicat  r  n  ?— Yes,  b< Tore  I  went  away,  he  oc- 
sired  AiiolUer  cuiiseut  to  be  written  out,  and 
signed  it. 

Lord  Justice  CUrk. — When  yoji  liad  occa- 
sion to  see  the  panei,  dki  he  ^eak  rationally 
and  eobsientlyf^Yaa. 

Lord  Advocate. — ^There  are  a  variety  of  wi^ 
nesscs  whom  I  have  not  brought  forward,  and 
I  do  not  intend  to  bring  forward.  As  for  one 
witness,  the  iiat  in  the  list  annexed  to  the 

indittmcrt,  namely,  Mr,  A lpxan<!rr  Kinloch, 

the  jury  way  have  expected  to  see  tiiro  here  1 

but  after  the  eniaaea  whkb  baa  baaa  ad- 
e 
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Juced,  I  am  not  dis.po«>cd,  and  con-idor  il  un- 
necessary to  put  that  ^jcntlcmaa  upon  su  very 
disagreeable  a  piece  of  duty. 

As  to  the  other  witnesses  in  the  list  an- 
nexed to  the  inciictment,  if  there  are  any  of 
tiiem  whom  my  brother  wishes  to  bring  for- 
ward in  fxcutpiiliun,  it  will  he  rompetonl  for 
him  to  call  upon  them.  But  on  the  declara- 
tion which  the  panel  emitted  before  the  sheriflf 
bt-Ing  read.  I  here  closo  tbe evideoee UpOD the 
part  of  the  crown. 

The  counsel  for  the  panel  having  admitted 
the  identity  of  the  dcclwukion,  the  same  was 
then  rc.id.  It  was  expressed  io  the  following 
terms : — 


DrcL 


AllATlON. 


"  At  Edinburgh,  the  30th  day  of  May, 
1795  years.  The  which  day,  compeared  m 
presence  of  James  f  'Icrk,  esq.  advocate,  his 
majesty's  sherif*  dr  pt  'ir  <>t'  tl>o  shire  of  Kdin- 
bingh,  sir  Archilmld  (runiuii  kinloch  of  Gil- 
merton,  who  bemg  examioed  by  the  sheriff 
and  being  infornitd  bv  thf"  sherift"  of  the 
reason  ut  his  being  brought  before  him, 
end  having  likewise  acquainted  him,  tliat  it 
was  in  his  f»ption,  cither  to  refuse  to  answer 


also  in  nre^-enrc  of  Mr.  WiHiarn  ^rot,  pro- 
curator-fiM  al  of  the  county  of  ildiuUurgh,  Jo- 
seph Muck,  writer  in  Edinburgh,  and  Wil- 
liam .Strplirn*.,  shcriff.ofl[icer  in  Kdinburgh;' 
and  read  over  lo,  and  adbeted  to  by  the  dt* 
clorent" 

ExcrLPATonv  Paoor. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Samuel  Taentjftmai  examintd 

by  islx.  Huttte 

Arc  you  acquainted  witii  tiit  panel,  air 
Archibald  Gordon  Kinloch — Yes. 

At  what  time,  and  on  wh  it  occa«-i(>n  did 
your  acquaintance  commence.^ — in  the  year 
1778,  Sir  A  wasacejrtaiD  in  the'flft^  regi- 
m<'nt,  1  a  liputen:int  in  the  I8th  at  that  jx- 
riod;  the  two  regimenU  wepc  encamped  at 
Coxheeth,  and  in  the  seme  brigade.  This 
circumstance  naturally  produced  a  frequent 
intercoiirse  betwpni  the  officer*  of  the  two 
regiments,  and  I  tijtn  became  acquaioltjdwiLb 
b'n  Archibald. 

In  what  e"itiniatioD  was  th-*  nr^rtpl  then 
held.' — I  can  uAirm,  that  no  oiiicer  was  moie 
oniverpally  esteemed  and  beloved  than  be  was 
throughout  t!u^  whole  line,  by  hotJi  officers 


those  questions  that  might  be  put  to  him,  or  *  and  men ;  his  generosity,  good  temper,  soci- 


to  letom  such  answers  as  to  him  might  seem 

best,  he  answered,  that  there  was  no  qnes- 
tion  could  he  put  to  him,  but  what  lie  was 
ready  lo  answer  in  the  face  of  heaven : — And 
bdog  interrogated,  if  be  recollects  what  hap- 
pf^npfl  at  Cilmcrton  on  the  I5th  of  April  last? 
declares,  that  he  has  a  very  indistinct  recol- 
lertion  of  what  then  happened,  as  he  was  then 
quite  dcrnni'rd.  Tntrrron;atod,  if  he  recollects 
having  fired  a  pistol  on  the  morning  ot  that 
day,  and  at  whom  f  Declares,  that  he  Ims  a  very 
confused  recollection  of  it,  but  does  think  he 
fired  a  pistol ;  but  where,  how,  or  at  whom, 
he  does  nut  recollect;  andthat  he  was  in  such  a 


ability,  and  general  good  conduct,  made  him 
very  popular  both  in  bit  own  and  other  ngi* 

ments. 

Had  you  afterwards  any  oppoi  lumly  of  be* 
ing  >^till  more  intimately  acquainted  with  thai 
panel  ' — In  the  year  followinii;,  I  was  nomi» 
nated  by  the  iatie  duke  ot  Ancaster  to  a  com* 
pany  in  the  regiment  his  g;i«ce  was  tbe^ 
raiding;  anduu  itu  nvidi  lamented  death  of 
that  amiable  youti^  nobleman,  sir  A.  »uc> 
ceeded  him  as  major.  This,  by  placing  us 
))oth  in  the  same  regiment,  gave  me  an  op- 
portunity of  observin;'  <'\r  A.  niore  miuulelv  ; 
and  having  sailed  wiiii  him  m  tnt-  same  slu^ 


state  of  derangement,  that  he  is  nowconvinoed,  part  of  the  way  lo  the  VVest-Ind»es,  that  e^ 

that  he  woidii  have  find  fhr  pi  tnl  rii  uny  per-  portunity  was  increased:  I  can  only  repeat 
Son  that  then  came  m  hi!>  way.  Interrogated,  what  i  have  said  in  regard  to  his  general  chs- 


as  flhe  deckuant  now  appears  to  consider  him- 

«clf  in  n  srnled  state  of  mind,  and  recollects 
wliat  has  happened,  he  is  desired  to  say  at 
what  period  his  derangement  ceased?  De- 
clarer, that  he  cannot  sav  when  he  rm  overed 
from  his  deranged  state,  Init  that  lie  has  been 

f really  better  since  he  has  been  brotK^hito 
Idinbur^h,  althoufb  stilt  at  times,  when  par- 
ttctTlar  tti  ^uuhlj'  come  across  him,  he  feels  a 


racter;  and  in  all  those  diflerent  situations,  [ 

found  hiin  friendly,  liberal,  sociable,  ii  d  Iuj- 
mane,  possessing  every  good  and  gentianaol/ 
quality. 

A  t  what  island  were  yon  landed  f — •We  went 

landed  at  St  T,ucta,  and  there  ^tatmnrd 

Was  not  the  panel  seized  with  a  levcr 
St.  Lucia,  and  what  were  its  eflRrcts  ? — Om  that 
island  '-ir  Archibald  wa*  seimi  with  a  mliet 
temporary  derangement.   Interrogated,  if  he  i  malignant  tcver,  which  deprived  him  ef  his 

'    >  his  derangement  j  senses.  I  have  seen  Mn»  in  his  bed  m  i 


Is  sensible  at  what  time  his  derangement 

conunrnced?  Declares,  that  he  cannot  say; 
but  he  telt  it  coming  on  for  sometime  before 
tibe  onfortunatc  accident  happened.  Inter- 
rogated, if  he  was  satisfied  withhis  father's 
aettlemrntf?  Declare**,  he  was  so,  and  never 


highest  state  of  delirium,  held  dawn  in  his 
cot  by  a  soldier  on  each  side,  and,  to  use  a 
common  phrase,  raving  mad.  I  had  sevaral 

opportunities  of  seeing  nim  while  he  remarned 

on  thnt  i«-!an^,  ;uid  whil*'  he  l;ibr>ured  Hn<?«r 
that  lireadiui  ntaiady  ;  and  1  have  freqaraLiy 

vaa  taHuna  of  Ml 


expressed  any  dissaltsfactton  at  them,  but  was 

grateful  for  them,  interrogated,  if  he  ever  l>een  present  when  he 

eomplained  of  any  papers  of  his  father's  having  did  not  know  I  w:i»  there, 
.been  burned  after  his  lather's  death  P  Dt-      Lki  you  recollect,  whether  the  panel 
ehins.  In  4aes  not  ieaoUacI  af  having  dene  ^     -  =-•— ^ 

UK  AJlthblwdacltmlahatraih.  dutui 


remowed  la  a 
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age? — Ilbems^Uiou^l.t  advisorthlclo  have  him 
removed  to  Barbadocs  for  change  of  air,  as 
the  only  possible  means  left  ef  saving  his  life, 
hcuteftaDt  Faircctt,  who  all  along  kindly  at- 
tendee] htm,  rfqncstf!  1:1  •  to  permit  him  to 
accompany  sir  A.  to  iiarbadoes,  which  in 
eotirse  I  granted.  During  the  passage,  sir 
Arf  liihald's  servant  caught  the  fevrr,  at- 
tended with  the  same  aymptoms,  aad,  in  one 
«r  the  paroxysms  of  it,  tnraw  himsdf  oveiw 
board,  and  was  (Irowntti.  1  have  had  several 
conversations  with  licuteoanl  I  awcclt  upon 
this  subject,  after  our  return  to  England,  and 
he  was  of  the  same  opinion  ^tb  myself,  io 
regard  to  the  decided  derangement  of  sir 
Archibald's  intellects,  undoubtedly  the  eflfects 
of  this  fever.  lieukeuaiit  Faweett  is  now  in 
Mia. 

On  the  panel's  return  to  Europe,  did  yon 
remark  any  change  upon  him  ? — I  was  my- 
self particularly  struck  with  the  manifest 
ctiange  I  perceived  in  sir  Archibald,  on  my 
first  seeing  him  in  Kusluud,  after  litis  fever; 
not  so  atitich  from  a  change  on  his  outward 
appearance,  but  lioin  u  total  alteration  in  his 
touduct,  manners,  and  conversation. 

Did  you  purchase  the  panel's  majority  ?— 
in  the  l)c;2;inni:ic;  of  ITCH. 

What  observations  did  you  then  make 
on  his  behaviour? — We  dined  several  times 
together  during  the  negotiation.  At  these 
meetings,  I  ob«erved  an  uncommon  change 
in  sir  Archibald,  a  degree  of  Mightiness,  a 
wildness  in  his  appearance,  and  a  kir\d  of 
cnrtltirt  prrfVciIy  dift'rrriit  from  wh;it  1  !i:ul 
observed  in  liim,  previous  to  the  date  of  the 
ibver ;  as,  prior  to  that,  sir  Archibald's  man- 
ners in  society  were  affable  and  conciliating. 
After  my  purchase  from  liim,  many  opportu* 
nities  of  seeing  did  nut  oc.ui  j  aiul,  convinced 
•f  his  derangement,  I  rather  avoided  than 
sought  them. 

Do  you  recollect  any  particular  opportuni- 
ties of  seeing  the  panel  af\er  this  period,  and 
vhat  did  youob^i  i  vc  in  hi.-,  (■(/iiducl'* — About 
four  or  hve  years  ailcr  Uic  lever,  I  was  on  a 
fisit  in  the  ncighbourhnod  of  Lincoln.  Sir 
Archibald  came  to  that  town.  He  sent  a 
pnst-boy  to  uie  witii  a  note,  be^sjing  I  would 
come  over  immediately  on  very  particular 
business.  When  I  came  to  him,  he  had  00 
bu.sinf  ss  wliatcver,  nnr  would  tell  me  wh  u  lie 
vas  about,  whence  he  had  come,  or  where  he 
vas  going. 

Do  you  rccollrrt  seeing:  lilni  at  Lincoln 
after  this  period,  and  any  particulars  which 
then  occurred  ? — Yes.  The  year  ibllowing  sir 
Archibald  came  a  second  time  to  Lincoln, 
when  his  conduct  wns  much  more  extraordi- 
nary than  on  the  tutiucr  occasion.  Ames- 
sage  was  sent  to  me  from  one  of  the  inferior 
inns,  that  a  pcrsnn  Im:  l:j;(  <1  to  sre  mr  imroc- 
diateiy.  I  returned  lur  aiHwrr,  1 1 lat  QOt  being 
in  the  habit  of  gomg  to  people,  whose  name 
or  bu-sincss  I  was  unacauainted  with,  the  per- 

must  be  more  r  \plirit,  before  I  roMld 
Icriuiae  aboui  calling  upou  huu.  .:2cvcral 
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verbal  nipssa^cs  pas¥((l  to  the  same  rfTtct. 
At  length  a  note  came,  urging  nic  to  come 
immediately ;  that  it  was  busincs;;  of  a  most 
particular  natiht;.  I  ^vas  excessively  surprisf^ 
at  this  note,  and  ctiriosily  led  mr  to  go,  and 
see  who  possibly  could  be  the  author.  My 
suiprise  wasstiU  farther  increased,  when  on- 
entering  the  room,  1  beheld  sir  Archibald.  I 

Suestioned  him,  how  he  could  be  so  ridiculous 
I  not  sending  roe  his  name  ^  He  replied,  that 
he  had  somelTiing  very  particular  to  commu- 
aicale  to  me ;  ami  as  he  did  not  wish  to  be 
known,  he  would  not  send  his  name.  I  begged 
to  know  what  this  business  was.  lie  went  to- 
the  door,  to  observe  whether  il  was  fastened;, 
and  then  began  a  long  story^  to  me  totally^ 
unintelligible,  flying  from  one  thing  to  ano-; 
ther  in  the  most  incoherent  maunrr,  and 
talking  of  projects  that  he  tiad,  none  of  wliicbr 
he  mmAA  explain.  Sir  Archibald  dined  atmy 
house  that  day.  Colonel  Gardiner,  a  veiy 
g»^!itlemanly  and  well-bred  person  was  of  tlie* 
pat  ly,  a  perfect  stranger  to  sir  Archibald.  Too 
this  gentleman,  without  any  apparent  causo* 
whatever,  sir  Arcliibuld,  at  fir^l  :)ii;ht,  con- 
ceived an  absolute  antipathy,  and  beliaved  to 
him  very  ntdely  and  in  the  most  boisletouar 
nr.uincr  and  totally  diSerenl  from  his  former 
conduct ;  yet,  on  a  sudden,  his  disposition* 
changed  so  much,  that  he  jumped  from  hin 
chair,  threw  his  arms  about  Colonel  Gafdiner'» 
neck,  kibsed  him,  and  seemed  as  raiich 

t)lcaseJ  with  the  colonel's  company,  as  befoi-c 
le  had  shown  aversion  to  it  When  he  left 
Linc(jln,  he  would  not  tell  mc  where  'le  h  id 
coma  from,  or  where  he  was  going.  The 
people  of  the  inn  thought  him  a  most  extra* 
ordinary  being :  they  judged  from  his  way  of 
speaking  to  them,  and  (xLd  nianuor  of  con- 
ductingliimself. 

When,  and  where  did  you  last  sec  the  panel; 
and  what  did  yon  llirn  rcmirk  r  'l  lie  la*t 
lime  I  saw  sir  Archibald  was  near  the  Adclphi. 
lie  formerly  used  to  be  very  particular  in  his 
dress,  thai  i?,  remarkably  i>eat  and  clean ; 
he  tlico  was  quite  otherwise,  his  hair  un- 
combed, his  shoes  and  stockings  excessively 
dirty  (not  apparently  dirt  collected  from  that 
morning's  walk),  I  if  as  if  they  had  not  been 
cleaned  for  some  days.  We  had  some  con- 
versation, but  his  '•pcech  >vas  so  confurcd  and 
incoh(  rent,  that  I  cuuKl  not  uivlci  st  uitl  him. 
1  was  excessively  dad,  upon  this  occaiviuo,  to 

get  rid  of  hkn ;  mr  it  was  distfessing  to  see 
im  so  changed,  so  different  from  what  he 
formerly  had  been.  1  may  have  seen  him 
casually  two  or  three  times  previous  to  the 
above  meeting,  and  was  confirmed  in  my 
opinion,  in  rci;ard  lo  his  Jcrangem';nt ;  but, 
particularly  the  last  time,  i  thought  Uial  tiio: 
malady  had  increased. 

Do  you  think  th.il  the  fevrr  in  the  \J' est 
Indies  was  tlio  cause  of  litis  dtUiUigcmeoW  — 
Certainly. 

Did  it  ever  appear  to  you  that  the  panel 
entertained  the  same  nolioit  him  ell  ? — I  liave 
observud  lam  at  times  put       haud  to  Uis 
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head,  complain  much,  and  say  that  he  felt 
pains  there,  the  effects  of  the  fever.  He  spoke 
of  being  truiibled  with  the  blue  devils,  and  at 
those  times  appeared  very  uneasy  in  his  mind. 
I  once  askeu  him,  when  seeing  him  in  that 
lituatioo,  whether  he  repented  of  his  having 
told  oat  of  fbe  aimy  f  He  replied,  "  No,  no, 
'tis  not  that ;  'tis  my  head ;  I  never  ahall  re- 
cover that  St  Lucia  fever.'' 

Had  ;^ou  ever  any  conversation  vi^itb  other 
officers  m  relation  to  the  penel's  disorder,  and 
did  they  entertain  the  same  idea  of  it  with 
jourseh  ? — In  conversations  I  iiave  bad  with 
•fficers,  who  have  known  sir  Archibdi  before 
his  going  to  the  West  Indies  and  ance,  parti- 
cularly geng^iTottenhaiB|  eolonel  jritch, 
XeatnMDt  ¥)Mpeett  end  oHMn,  they  have 
agreed,  that  he  never  recovered  that  fever, 
and  that  he  was  deranged  bv  the  effects  of  it. 
In  my  own  mind  I  never  nad  the  smallest 
doubt,  thator  Aidl^tald's  intellects  were  de- 
ranged in  consequence  of  that  fever,  and  that 
he  ud  periodical  attacks  that  rendered  him  in- 
fum,  tad  eomeqaeiitly  not  maaler  of  hit  own 
actions,  as  I  am  convinced  must  have  been 
the  case  at  the  period  of  the  dreadful  catas- 
trophe on  account  of  which  he  stands 
chafed.  I  formed  this  opinion  from  having 
known  him  previous  to  that  fever,  the  change 
it  caused  in  him,  and  the  observations  I  maae 


JUto  Jfidby  aaaninfld  by  Mr.  JEee. 

Do  you  know  the  prisoner  at  the  bar?-~I  do« 
How  long  have  you  been  acquainted  with 
him  ? — My  acquaintance  with  ray  unfortunate 
friend,  miyor  Gordon  Kinloch,  commenced  in 
Ireland  in  the  year  1767,  when  he  joined  the 
65th  regiment  at  Cork  as  an  ensign ;  to  which 
regiment  I  then  had  the  honour  to  belong. 
He  was  pertiadarly  reeommended  to  my 
care  hy  the  late  general  Mackay,  who  at  lliat 
time  was  our  colonel.  It  was  there,  that  the 
foundation  was  laid  of  that  strict  friendship 
and  intimacy,  which  have  ever  since  uni- 
formly subsisted  between  us.  He  continued 
With  us  until  autumn  1779,  when  he  obtained 
the  nu^ority  of  the  90th  regiment,  and  was 
soon  thereafter  ordered  to  embark  for  the 
West  Indies.  Perhaps,  this  may  be  the  proper 
tee  for  me  to  mentioa  the  fooling  upon 
which  major  Gordon  lived  with  the  a5th. 
during  the  twelve  years  he  served  in  it ;  and 
thereiore,  I  take  this  public  opportunity  of 
nyingi  that  he  was  frieiidly,  generous,  and 
b<»evolent,  universally  beloved  and  esteemed 
by  every  ofiker  and  soldier  in  the  regiment, 
•ad  when  be  lefl  it,  aa  noifersally  regretted. 

During  the  period  which  you  have  men- 
.tkmed,  did  you  ever  observe  the  panel  liable 
tp  fits  of  bad  humour,  or  jealousy  f — "So ;  I 
do  opt  recollect,  that  during  the  whole  of  that 
period,  I  ever  saw  bim  Moiisl|y  out  of 
temper. 

Attcr  that  period^  dU  you  cone  to  under- 
atand,  or  had  you  occasion  to  remark,  that  a 
mtfMul  €bMag9  bad  taken  place  in  the  pri- 


soner's disposition,  and  xhttt^ 
liable  to  derangemeht  of  mind  ? — I  learned 
afterwards,  that  the  major  had  been  atUtked 
with  a  very  violent  and  dangerous  fever  in  the 
island  of  St.  Lucia,  which  affected  his  hnia 
much ;  and  I  have  great  reason  to  belteve, 
that  be  hat  never  entirely  goi  tiiebetteroi 
the  effects  of  that  malac^y ;  and  I  am  the 
more  confirmed  in  this  belief,  from  the  fol- 
lowing Acts,  which  I  beg  leave  to  state  to  the 
Court.— After  the  90th  regiment  returned  to 
England,  at  the  close  of  the  late  war,  I  met 
several  of  the  officers  of  that  corps,  who  all 
agreed  in  opinion,  that  the  major  bad  been 
occasionally  deranged  in  his  mmd,  and  tbit 
his  health  had  never  been  thoroughly  to>* 
established  rinee  Ik  bad  that  dsngooiM 
fever,  to  which  I  have  alluded.   In  the  jetr 
17^5,  I  met  him  in  London,  where  we  were 
much  together;  and  although  I  could  per- 
ceive that  he  was  not  90  ccMinecled  and  co- 
herent in  his  discourse  as  he  formerly  lued 
to  be,  vet  I  was  not  sensible  at  that  tune  tbA 
he  luo  any  derange<l  symptoms  about  HtL 
The  first  time  that  I  had  occasion  to  mdi 
any  observation  upon  this  afflictine  subject 
was  at  Mr.  Charles  Dal rymple's  noose  at 
North  Berwick,  in  1785.   I  accompanied  the 
late  sir  David  Kinloch,  Miss  Kinloch,  the 
late  sir  Francis  Kinloch,  and  the  major,  to 
pay  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Datrymple  a  visit   lo  the 
course  of  the  evening,  major  Gordon  and 
myself  sat  down  to  play  a  rubber  of  whist  st 
the  tame  table ;  and  lobserved  that  be  bsl 
been  throughout  the  day  in  as  good  health 
and  spirits  as  I  had  ever  seen  him  in.  .After 
we  left  off  cards,  wc  walked  out  of  the  dinin* 
room  together,  when  I  was  much  surprisra 
indeed  to  find  that  he  had  cntrrlairird  an  ides 
(as  groundless  as  it  was  improbable,  nay,  I 
may  add,  impossible),  of  mv  having  affironted 
him,  by  endeavouring  to  place  him  in  a  ridi- 
culous point  of  view,  and  to  make  himthr 
butt  of  the  company ;  he  said  that  I  was  fbs 
last  man  from  whom  he  expected  each  un- 
friendly usage  ;  and  that  he  never  would  for- 
get it.   The  effects,  which  I  had  been  told 
his  West  India  fever  eomelimes  produced  ia 
his  mind,  struck  me  so  very  forcibly,  thitl 
was  instantly  convinced  he  was  then  io  acer* 
tain  degree  deranged :  and  althou^  T  UNI 
every  friendly  argunifnt  in  my  power  tore- 
move  his  suspicions,  which  were  as  grouod- 
less  as  they  were  unkind  and  unjust,  yet  thew 
had  no  off)  rt.  Neat  day  I  was  c«i^  li 
come  to  rdiiihurgh,  and  in  consequence  I 
wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Duncan  McMillan  (who 
was  very  intimate  at  OiImertDQ%  desiring  hia 
to  show  it  both  to  major  Gordon,  and  to  the 
late  sir  Francis  Kinloch,  in  which  I  explained 
the  wbde  matter ;  and  Mr.  M*Miifan  wrote 
me  that  he  had  dona  lo.  Sometime  aftrr* 
wards,  I  met  sir  Francis,  who,  upon  the  sub- 
ject being  mentioned  to  him,  said,  thalb* 
was  perfectly  sensible  tbnt  I  had  not  |^ven  ha 
brother  the  smallest  cause  of  offsnce  at  Ntftb 
Berwick;  that  he  was  convinctd  hit 
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and  disposiUon  were  toUll^  chaosed;  that 
b*  hid  often  obaimd  him  to  bemva  in  a 

rtiost  inconsistent  manner ;  and  that  he  attri- 
buted all  this  to  his  West  India  fever  ;  for  he 
wa»  not  the  same  maa  since  bis  rcturo  to 
Europe,  that  be  had  been  before  lie  went  out 
to  the  West  ladies.  In  siimracr,  1790, 1  hap- 
pened to  be  ooe  day  in  the  coffee-room  at 
OreeDock,  and  wM  mueh  Miiprised  to  see 
major  Gordon  enter.  I  immediately  pcrceivet? 
«  wUdness  in  his  looks,  which  I  had  never 
•een  before.  He  told  me,  that  he  had  posted 
ell  night  from  Berwick  without  sleeping,  to 
find  me  out,  in  order  to  communicate  to  me 
matters  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  himself, 
as  he  looked  upon  me  to  be  his  most  COnfi- 
^cnital  friend.  I  asked  him  what  he  meant? 
upon  wliich  be  took  a  letter  out  of  his  pocket. 
«nd  eave  it  to  me,  taying«  Read  Irat,  and 
tVicn  be  convinced  how  ill  I  have  been  treated 
b^'  ray  whole  family."  This  was  a  IcUcr  from 
fais  brother  Mr.  Alexander,  acquaiiiiiiii^  ium 
frith  tiiedealll  of  their  brother  captain  David, 
very  expressive  of  the  distress  the  family  were 
in  upon  that  melancholy  occasion,  and  full  of 
•flection  towards  the  major  hiroseir,  earnestly 
ifntrcatin^  him,  at  the  di-:rc  <  fsir  T^.ivid  and 
the  rest  of  bis  family,  to  return  to  Gilmerton, 
Upon  my  observing,  that  this  letter  was  very 
Ibreign  to  the  subject  he  had  mentioned,  he 
fepliet].  That  letter  ii  a  sufficient  proof  of 
€be  truth  i  liavc  laid  yuu,  and  1  have  no 
Mbcr  proof."  At  this  time,  the  major  appeared 
to  me  to  be  quite  drnin2;i  in  his  mind  T 
(oJdliim,  thathe&eemed  to  be  muchin(l:s- 
poeed,  and  nreseed  him  to  go  to  bed  to  try  tu 
prt  i^ome  sleep,  after  lii-.  i  jtiguing  journey, 
and  also  to  remain  wiih  me  at  my  sister^s 
iiouse,  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Port-Glaseow  ;  but  all  this  he  positively  re* 
fu^^d  to  do,  and  ?riid,  thit  he  wns  oMigcd  to 
r«turu  immediately  to  Berwick,  where  he 
ffupcied  sleeping  that  night,  and  instnntly 
act  out,  notwithstanchog  I  used  every  argu- 
ment in  mgrpower  to  diaeuade  him  from  his 
purpose.  Tne  neit  time  tlie  major  appeared 
to  me  to  be  in  a  deranged  state  of  mind,  was 
io  Dumbreck's  hotel  m  Fdinburch,  four  or 
five  days  before  tiie  Uealh  of  the  late  sir 
FnnctsJUnloch.  One  of  the  u-aitcrs  having 
told  me  he  wn?  in  the  house,  1  immediately 
went  to  bim,  between  seven  and  ei^^ht  o'duck 
io  the  evenings  he  was  then  cuin<;  to  dinner, 

and  appeared  to  me  to  lie  tutulls  (Jej^res^ed  in 
his  mind,  and  quite  iocobereut  m  what  he 
said.  I  ira8<^>ti|fed  to  ask  hbi  the  same  ques- 
tion two  or  thraetimaibeAMlie  wouki  make 
tne  any  answer,  and  then  he  used  to  start  up 
as  if  something  had  alarmed  him.  He  told 
OM  tluA  he  h^  been  extremely  ill  indeed, 
ever  since  the  death  of  his  father,  wlio  had 
made  what  be  (the  major)  considered  a  band- 
ion«  pibviihB  for  him,  and  with  whkh  he 
tras  perfectly  satisfied :  at  this  time  he  spoke 
of  his  brother  sir  Francis  with  great  affection. 
The  m^ior  told  me,  that  he  was  obliged  to 

••tVQlMriyiMitiiuinung  for  Londpa  upon 
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particular  business.  I  remonstrated  with  him 
i^inst  undertakli^  such  a  long  journey  in  bit 
present  state  of  health,  and  advised  hint  to 
send  for,  and  consult  «iomc  medical  gentle- 
men x  I  likewise  told  hiui,  that  I  intended 
setting  out  myself  in  a  few  days  forBuxloiH 
and  pre's«ied  him  much  to  wait  for  me,  and 
that  we  could  travel  so  fir  together;  but  be 
would  not  lislen  to  toy  il  ]  proposed,  and 
set  out  next  morniri::;  m  a  t  l  ii^e,  with 
an  intention^  as  he  told  me,  to  dine  at  Gil- 
merton on  bis  way  to  London. 

Did  you  tlunk  tnat  the  mijor^s  situation  on 
this  occasion  proceeded  from  intoxication  ?— 
By  no  means.  He  called  for  a  bottle  ot  win^ 
and  drank  only  m  few  glasses  of  it.  Indeed 
his  situation  m  irle  such  an  impression  on  my 
mind,  and  I  was  so  muchcoQvmced  of  bis  do- 
ranged  sute,  that  when  1  went  home,  I  told 
my  si<<tcr  (who  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
major),  that  1  should  not  be  surprised  if  be 
committed  some  rash  action  agaiost  himself. 

When  did  you  again  see  the  major?—* I 
went  to  the  major  the  day  after  he  was 
brought  into  Edinburgh  gaol,  at  his  owu  re> 
ques^  and  found  him  as  celm,  rational,  and 
collected,  as  I  ever  remembered  him,  and 
perfectly  sensible  of  the  deplorable  situation 
which  he  was  then  in.  He  said,  be  had  been 
much  deranged  in  his  judgment  for  a  consi- 
derable time  hf^fore  the  ^tal  accident  befel 
liis  brother,  aud  that  he  dul  not  know  he  had 
a  pistol  in  his  hand,  till  he  heard  the  report. 
I  called  upon  him  two  days  aftcrrsnrd'j,  in 
company  with  Dr.  James  Home,  and  tound 
him  (as  I  thonght),  qmte  delirious  and  fuii. 
ous;  and,  when  we  left  him,  I  had  some  ron- 
ver«ation  about  him  with  Dr.  Home,  who  was 
of  opinion,  that  if  the  major's  fever  continued 
much  longer,  it  would  be  advisable  to  put  the 
strait-waistcoat  upon  him.    When  I  went  in 


upon  this  occasion,  the  xn^or  was  watki^ 
as  if  for  a  wager. 


rapid  ly  about  the  loom,  wbkD  wit  veiy  smi 


Lord  Advocatt. — You  have  told  us,  that, 
when  yon  saw  the  panel  at  IXmibreek*s  hotel, 

he  was  alarmed,  and  that  yuu  had  to  a^k  ihc 
fcame  question  two  or  tlircc  times  over  before 
he  gave  au  answer.  Now,  when  he  did  re- 
turn an  answer,  was  it  a  rational  and  distinct 
one  '  -It  WHS  generally  pretty  much  w),  but 
expressed  witli  a  degree  of  melancholy  and 
wildnesa  which  I  never  observed  before. 

Captain  MUkr  eismined  bj  Mr.  Mmj/penmy. 

Are  you  acquainted  with  the  panel  f— Yes. 
How  ]<mg  nave  you  known  biro  f — Aboiit 

twenty  three  years.  1  joined  the  65th  regi- 
ment as  an  ensign  in  the  year  1?71 ;  aisd  sir 
ibehibald,  then  a  lieutenant  in  the  same  regi* 
meet,  joined  us  at  Halifax,  No\'a  Scotia,  a 
year  or  two  after;  and  he  afterwards  pur- 
chased a  company  in  tlie  regiment. 

In  what  estimation  was  the  panel  held  in 
that  regiment?— During  the  whole  timej 

Ikncw  him  in  it,  he  was  universally  beloved 
and  icsoeelnd  Igr  all  iberexpmeDH  both  oft- 
cert  and  HMO, 
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When  did  the  jmnel  leave  the  regiment? — 
In  the;^ear  1779,  when  he  was  promoted  to 
the  majority  of  thr  ooih  rr-hiirut,  alODgwith 
M'hicli  he  went  to  the  W  cst-lndics. 

When  you  next  saw  the  panel,  did  you  ob- 
serve nnv  change  vipon  him?— When  I  saw 
him  after  his  return  to  Britain,  lie  informed 
roe,  that  he  had  been  altatked  by  a  violent 
fever  at  St.  Lucia,  which  had  grcMly  impaiNd 

Iiis  hr  ilrh. 

DiU  you  see  him  soon  after  he  returned  ? — 
I  did  not  see  him  till  17B9.  W«  met  by 

thancc  in  the  Strand.  I  u  surprised  to  find 
him  so  much  altered.  Formerly  he  was  a 
most  conversaUe  gentleman,  the  mildest  and 
most  humane  character;  but  now  I  observed 
a  most  remarkable  change. 

W  as  the  alteration  in  his  manners,  or  in 
his  bodily  appearance  F— Both.  He  was  very 
slovenly  in  his  dress,  and  his  Ii air,  which  was 
formerly  a  fine  brown,  was  now  turued  white, 
lie  often  told  me,  that  he  had  always  been 
disturbed  in  his  mind  since  be  had  the  fever 
in  the  W  ei.t  Indie?. 

Do  you  think  the  allcritlion  in  his  temper 
might  be  the  eflccls  of  into.xicalion ?— No. 
W  e  (1  nrd  rrtMiiiciilIy  topcthcrin  coffee-houses 
in  Luaduii,  when  we  never  drank  above  a 
boiile  of  wine  between  ««,  and  1  never  saw 
him  but  sober;  though  his  conversation  was 
ollen  wild,  by  wliat  I'had  been  used  to. 

llad  you  occasion  to  sec  the  panel  in  1790  ? 
-Yes.  In  October  that  year,  I  received  a 
letter  from  hi?n,  dated  from  a  hotel  in  Oxford 
road,  pressing  mo  to  come  to  him  imme- 
diately, as  he  was  in  a  very  ba»i  state  of 
lir.iU!),  and  had  no  :  1 1,  tidii  or  nr(]uaintance 
in  llie  world  that  he  tared  for  but  myself.  I 
vas  then  at  Huntingdon  recruiting,  bat  ira- 
m<  diai  ly  went  t  )  I.ondon.  On  caTlingatthc 
hotel  whence  the  letter  was  dated,  I  could 
no  account  of  him,  except  that  a  strange  sort 
^  a  gcnllcman  had  staid  there  for  a  few 
days,  and  had  gone  away  without  saying  whi- 
ther. J,  however,  found  him  at  last  very  ill, 
in  bed,  at  Old  Slatigbtcr's  coffiie-house  in  St. 
Martin's- lane,  kept  by  one  Ktid.  I  slaid  with 


the  world  again ;  and  he  actually  sent  many 
of  his  coloured  clotbeslo  my  lodgings,  to  lit 
disposed  of  as  I  might  think  prope  r. 

IxM-d  Advocmte. — When  you  conversed  with 
him,  were  the  answers  he  leluraed  to  yoor 
questions  rational  and  coherent? — Sumetanes 
he  returned  correct  answers,  at  Otlior  timet 
they  were  cjuite  incoherent. 

^liss  Ktm.ck  ri. 

This  lady  was  in  the  outer  Parliament 
House.  Mr.  f  lope  wauted  upon  her  by  per> 

mission  of  tlic  Court,  lu  inform  her.  that  she 
was  the  next  witness  he  meant  to  adduce. 
He  remained  only  a  few  minutes,  and  when 
he.iietunied,  -addsessed  the  Court  in  the  Jot 
lowing  terras : 

My  lord ;  I  am  now  under  the  neccasaty  of 
calling  upon  your  lordships  to  reviow  yoor 
former  jiidiiment.  I  have  been  with  Miss 
Kinlocb,  aud  i  found  her  in  a  condition  which 
I  cannot  deseribe.  In  such  distress,  that,  by 
heavens !  were  it  my  own  life  that  was  de* 

E ending,  I  \\in\\i\  not  ask  her  evidence.  She 
as  declared  to  me,  that  unless  she  b  per- 
mitted to  look  at  her  notes,  she  cannot  pro- 
mise to  answer  a  sinrrlc  question.  ^^  ill  the 
Court,  under  these  circumstances,  adhere  to 
the  judgment  already  gives P 

Lord  Advocalc— III  the  conduct  of  this 
trial,  as  in  all  others  which  it  has  been  my 
lot  to  manage,  I  have  been  guided  by  the 
l-rinciple  of  public  duty.  However  much  I 
may  he  alVt  cled  In' the  distressed  and  iiiolarv 
chol^'  situation  of  the  family,  I  cannot  dis- 
criminate between  the  case  of  this  lady,  and 
that  of  the  poorest  woman  in  Uic  kingdom. 
I  must  not  yield  to  my  feelm^s :  and  I  will 
not,  on  any  consideration,  deviate  from  the 
Hoc  of  equal  and  impartial  justice. 

That  hv  or  she,  who,  upon  a  question  being 
put,  dues  not  recollect,  may  look  ai  notes 
taken  at  the  time^  and  then  make  answer,  is 
what  1  shall  not  oppose;  btit,  nu*  loid,  if  any 
thing  more  is  meant,  I  do  say  that  it  is  con- 
trary  to  the  practice  of  this  Court,  and  would 
bo  eslahli-hini:  a  most  dangerous  pieccdcnt. 


huu  a  few  days  iti  the'  same  house  till  he  got  j  It,  therefore,  this  lady  cannot  give  her  evi 
better,  and  then  returned  to  Huntingdon.         dence  in  this  manner,  I  must,  however  painful 
When  (lid  you  next  see  tlic  panel?— In  No-  j  the  duty  maybe,  object  to  any  depo&itMB 
vcmber  following,  he  came  down  to  Hunting-      •  •  ■  ■ 
don  to  sec  mc,  and  siaid  two  or  lliree  days, 
and  then  set  off  for  Scotland. 

Hid  you  remnrk  any  thiiiij  particular  in  his 
conversation  at  this  tnne  ?— lie  frequently  re- 
peated to  me  his  distressed  situation  of  mmd ; 
and  lie  told  mo  s^me  odd  .stories  of  himself, 
such  as  iliat  lie  had  gone  about  England  in 
stage-coaches  and  stopped  for  days,  where 
stn^Iling  players  were  acting  in  a  bam»  when 
he  engaged  himself  as  fiddler  to  Ihrm,  and 
many  other  acts  ol  that  sort,  which  clearly 
proved  to  me  his  derani^ement  of  mind.  At 
thi«»  time  he  was  drc^^e^l  in  black  (T  believe 
one  ol  his  brothers  had  died  recently  before) ; 
and  he  told  me,  that  he  would  never  alter  the 
dress,  as  he  was  detcrmlnod  never  to  nix  witli 


which  is  made  by  reading  from  notes  of 

Iher  kind. 

Mr.  Hope. — My  lord,  since  I  begaa  to  i 
the  nature  of  law  my  study,  I  have  always 
thought,  that  if  there  is  one  majum  wbicll 
ought  to  be  bdd  more  sacred  thai  otbeiSL 
it  is,  that  mere  form  sliall  never  stand 
in  the  way  of  tnith  and  justice.  Now,  mj 
lord,  how  arc  these  to  be  obtained,  if  wit- 
nesses are  to  be  precludsd  ftum  fivini  their 
evidence,  in  the  only  mtnnw  itt  srlHcIl  tlHiy 
possibly  can  give  it  ? 

We  have  brought  forward  nmiy  ftels  wiih 
reL'ard  to  that  species  of  insanity  with  which 
the  panel  is  afflicted.  We  liave  traced  turn 
in  his  wanderings  about  the  oounuy.  but  do 
ycuftkidaUifnuMffmf  ibai  tlnpt  wen  Aa 
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only  iccinjons  on  which  his  disorder  ap- 
peared ?  Would  liis  own  family  proclaim  to 
the  world  his  mclauchuly  siluation?  Is  it  not 
4o  be  supposed,  they  would  rather  be  eaieful 
to  concwil  it?  My  lord,  in  the  case  of  orcutt 
crimes,  the  meaibers  of  a  family  arc  always 
•dmitteil  to  give  evidrace,  because  the  truth 
cannot  1  -  obtained  in  any  other  way.  Now, 
although  the  insanity  of  the  prisoner  has  ac- 
cideo telly  been  observed  by  others,  yet  no  one 
caa  deubt,  that  it  must  have  been  much  more 
frequently  observed  by  liis  own  family.  It  is 
therefore  an  occult  /act,  whiclt  alttiougU  it  has 
Iwen  iMUtially  proved  oUierwise,  can  certainly 
he  complf  tely  ;  stablished  only  by  the  evi- 
dence of  members  of  the  fiunily.  The  coun- 
eei  at  the  table,  are  not  the  only  counsel  for 
the  prisoner,  your  lordships  are  bound  as  much 
as  wc  are  to  see  that  his  cause  is  not  injurr-d  ; 
and  is  it  reason  or  justice  to  rcill^e  lo  allow 
this  lady  to  look  at  bar  notes,  when  she  has 
die!  irrrj,  that  she  caoBOtfjive  her  evidence  in 
any  other  manner? 

My  lord,  it  is  not  Ibr  Miss  Kioloch,  it  is 
for  her  kcx  I  ask  it.  IMust  not  any  woman 
of  delicacy  be  conlused  and  agitated  at  ap- 
pearing before  this  public  court?  Uow  much 
more  so  on  such  a  melancholy  occasion^  for 
which  this  lacW comes.  When  «^hf.  Js  in  such 
a  i»ituation  oi  di&tress, — a  &ituaiion,  which 
irere  she  not  in,  I  am  sure  both  your  lordships 
and  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury  would  think  it 
a  much  stronger  objecUoii  to  her  testimony, 
than  giving  her  evidence  from  notes,— wiH 
yon,  or  ran  you  deny  her  the  assistance  ne- 
cessary tor  c(ninteraclin5  the  contusion  and 
agitation,  which  it  would  be  a  crime  in  her 
not  to  feel? 

But  it  is  not  to  your  foclings,  it  is  tn  ynur 
justice  I  appeal,  for  what  is  the  objection  but 

•  mere  matter  of  form?  Your  lordships  have 
t^aid,  that  when  she  is  on  the  other  f^idc  of 
that  wall,  at  the  very  moment  bclbre  she 
enters  this  court,  she  may  pr ruM  her  notes ; 
but  when  she  cemea  to  the  foot  of  this  table, 
that  is,  at  the  very  moment  when  she  stands 
most  in  need  of  her  nuLcs,  she  is  not  to  look 
at  them.  .Shall  it  t)c  said  in  this  free  country, 
in  this  eiilighlened  age,  that  truth  shall  be 
withheld  upon  such  irivoluus  pretences? 
Upon  such  a  mere  fiction,  nay,  what  I  had 
ahnosl  called  a  qnihbtc  of  the  law?  I\Iy  lord, 
were  I  the  conductor  of  this  prosecution,  I 
declare  I  would  rallier  abandon  it  altogether, 
Ifain  support  it  by  such  means. 

*  pfhe  Court  determined,  that  Miss  Kinloch 
snight  took  at  her  notes^  and  then  ^ve  her 

evidence  upon  oath].* 

.  Lord  Juttice  Cierk. — I  was  alwaysof  opi- 
Juon,.  that  witnesses  had  a  right  to  look  at 
their  notes  for  the  purpose  of  assbting  their 
foooliection ;  but  at  toe  same  time,  1  think 

*  See  Burnett  on  the  Criminal  Law  of 
ScullaiiJ,  pp.  450,  rt  scq.  Sec  also  PliiUipps's 

JLaw  utJi»}[iikiiQs,  p.       3id  edit 


A.  D.  1795.  CS6i 

!Mr.  Hope  was  rather  too  warm,  when  he  said 

Uiat  your  lordships  were  putting  form  in  t})© 
way  of  justice.  It  was  not  on  account  ot  fona 
that  the  Court  decided  against  a  witness  read- 
ing his  notes,  but  from  a  desire  of  keeping 
pure  the  channels  of  justice,  by  suficring  no 
practice  to  be  estabfished,  whidi  ndght  tend 
1  to  corrupt  tlif  ni. 

IVlisij  Kinloch  was  now  brought  into  court, 
attended  by  two  ladies  in  mourning,  and  was 
seated  at  the  foot  of  the  table  oelow  the 
bench.    She  was  examined  by  Mr.  Hume, 
who  repeated  her  answers  alotul  to  the  Court 
and  Jury;  the  lord  Advocate  of  his  own  ac* 
cord  having  offered  to  take  them  in  this  way, 
upon  seeing  that  the  viritness  was  agitated, 
and  unable  to  raise  her  voice.  She  deponed. 
That  she  had  frequently  heard  her  father  sir 
I  David  say,  that  the  major  had  never  been 
sound  since  he  came  from  the  West- Indies. 
That  one  day,  about  six  or  seven  years  ago, 
she  licard  sir  David  inquire  for  the  major,  and 
being  informed  that  he  was  gone  for  London, 
without  giving  any  previous  notice,  he  said, 
"  That  poor  naci  creature  Gordon,  is  much 
raised  at  present;  and  I  am  afraid  that  one 
day  he  wfll  be  in  a  state  ef  eonfinement."— 
That  on  sevttal  occasions,  when  Gordon  was 
doing  strange  and  unaccountable  things,  sir 
David  has  said,  "  Poor  Gordon's  head  is  very 
mudi  ttumed and  other  expressions  to  that 
effect,  And  in  particular,  she  remembers  that 
on  one  occasion,  when  the  family  was  at 
Wooler,  and  Gordon  was  hastily  taking  leave 
of  tliem,  sir  David  said,  "  Poor  Gordon,  his 
malady  is  coming  on."   That  sir  David  once 
told  the  witness,  that  Gordon  had  taken  it 
Into  hi  9  head  that  he  had  signed  a  renuncia- 
tion of  !iis  inheritance,  and  this  he  mentioned 
as  a  proot  that  his  head  was  turned.  Tiutt 
the  wilnew  was  from  her  own  observation 
convinced,  that  these  rcimrk';  of  lier  father^ 
were  just,  and  his  opinion  too  well  founded. 
That  in  the  end  of  March  and  begiuuiug  of 
April  la^  the  witness  observed  his  maadjr 
plainly  coming  on,  and  gradually  gaining 
ground,  and  becoming  more  vicjlcnt  than  she 
had  ever  seen  it  before.  That  the  appearances 
abont  him  were  so  alarming,  that  she  appre- 
hended danger  to  her  own  life,  and  wasatraid 
to  be  alone  with,  or  near  htm.  On  the  Sator- 
day,  Sunday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday,  preceding 
the  fatal  accident,  she  never  saw  the  symp- 
toms of  his  malady  so  violent;  in  so  much, 
that  she  advised  sir  Francb  to  send  Ibr  me- 
dical assistance,  and  to  have  him  secured  Jest 
he  might  do  harm  to  himscit  or  others;  and 
she  thought  tide  advice  so  necessary,  that  she 
always  kept  out  of!iisway,  and  had  for  weeks 
before  locked  the  door  of  her  bed-room  for 
fear  of  Us  coming  in  upon  her.  That  nothing 
occurred  afterwards,  to  make  her  think  that 
this  advice  was  groundless  or  unnecessary, 
Ijiil  Gil  the  contrary,  every  thing  confirmed 
h(  1  in  her  opinion.   That  on  the  Monday  the 
major  told  t!ie  v.itru-'K  that  he  had  taken 

poison,  ftod  twk  qui  Ms  watch,  and  le^uesWd 
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her  to  take  it  from  liim  as  n  keepsake,  for  he 
hftd  Qot  many  hours  to  hvc ;  and  at  this  time 
he  was  in  a  state  of  extreme  agilation.  Upon 
the  Tuesday,  when  she  went  up  to  her 
chamber,  she  desired  the  servants  to  hold 
Gonion's  room  Uuur  fast,  while  she  passed  it, 
and  slipped  by,  as  she  was  afnud  lie  might 
follow  lirr,  anrt  perhaps  make  away  wiili  hitn- 
fdf  before  her  taco.  When  he  said  he  tiad 
lalttn  poison,  she  did  not  at  the  time  believe 
lliin,  butshe  afterwards  found,  that  he  had 
swallowed  a  whole  phial  of  laudanum,  which 
be  had  Uk-tn  Irom  a  cabinet  in  her  ruoai. 
That  she  would  not,  on  any  account,  have 
irtirrd  to  her  room  on  the  Tuesday  night, 
if  she  had  in  the  least  suspected  that  sir 
Trtndt  himself  neent  to  Mtie  him,  fyf  she 
kn»:w  the  (l.ingcr  of  it;  and  tlial  sir  Francis 
had  told  her,  that  the  niaior  was  more 
quiet  Uian  he  had  been,  and  that  they  would 
not  Miie  him  that  nieht. 

Being  interrogated  by  the  lord  advocate, 
the  witoesa  deponed,  That  the  family  never 
propose!^ to  taiie  any  steps  against  him  as  an 
insane  per-cjn  prior  to  the  Sunday.  On  Tttcs- 
4my  sir  Francis  told  her,  thai  Gordon  had 
been  <nit  all  night  wandering  in  Beanslon 
wood,  and  was  raving  mad. 

Again  interrof?atp«  hy  Mr.  T/wme,  she  de- 
pend, That  on  the  Fuesday  evening,  the 
major  more  than  onoe  attempted  to  break 
into  her  room,  which  was  locked  against 
him;  and  on  these  ocoisions,  becomobined 
tiiat  the  witness  lefiised  tu  see  him,  wnen  lit 
Francis  saw  him,  and  was  so  kind  to  him. 

Mr.  Hume. — ^Though  I  have  reason  to  hc- 
heve,  that  a  more  deUiled  and  particular  exa* 
<f  Miss  Kinloch  would  bring  out 
MSny  Btron<»  cirnim';!.inres  in  the  panel's 
tkwom,  and  though  it  was  at  hrst  my  inten- 
tion to  have  prooeeded  in  that  manner,  yet, 
in  her  distressing  situation,  and  as  I  hope  the 
case  wiU  not  require  it,  I  st^  forbc^  to  press 
it  ftfliiar,  tod  content  myself  inth  the  tew 
Heaeinl  qoeslioiis  which  Im  been  put 

Ml  Wkiktr,  tenant  in  Betnttop,  eianiined 

by  Mr.  Hume. 

Did  you  sec  thepaoel  onXuesdaj  the  14Ui 

•fApnif'-Yes. 

Too  wBl  endeeTom*  to  iccolleet  what  pass- 
ed About  a  quarter  after  five  in  the  morn- 
ing, a«  T  went  out  to  yoke,  1  saw  a  emtleman 
walking  near  niy  hou^e,  which  is  about  a  mile 
from  Giimerton.  He  was  dressed  in  black, 
and  cri  cd  h  n  !f .  This  gentleman  tamed  out  to 
be  the  ms^or. 

Wes  Ihcve  any  body  widi  Mm?— No. 

What  farther  passed  ? — I  shook  hands 
with  him.  He  seemed  much  fatigued.  His 
dotbes  were  disordered,  and  his  appearance 
tenfiiaed*  and  I  invited  him  mto  the 
hoti«o, — took  htm  up  stairs  to  a  room,  and 
recommended  a  bowl  ot  tea  and  a  bed.— > 
HU  stockings  were  very  wet,  end  sleek 
to  his  feet  and  legs.    I  at  first  conjectured, 

that  he  had  bcea up  tUaighlAl  Mr.M'Leod*% 


but  when  T  hinted  this,  he  said  in  a  surly 
manner,  Jokn^  Don't  ask  me  mhere  1 
been.  I  rubbed  his  feet  and  len  ubtil  they 
came  to  some  hMt,  and  theft  ne  laydmm 
upon  the  bed.    He  said  in  an  angry  tone,  be- 
fore I  left  him,  that  he  would  not  be  wakened. 
About  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  however^ 
being  a  good  deal  alarnml,  I  went  up  stairs  to 
see  if  he  was  awake,  and  knocked  at  the  door, 
whieb  I  Ihund  was  bwriesded  within ;  mm^ 
says  I  to  tlM'  major,  U  Ufive  clock  ;  it  it  <aBW 
that  you  were  vp.   He  rose,  and  removed  some 
chairs,  with  which  be  bad  barricaded  the  door, 
and  then  he  opened  the  door  a  fittle,  m4 
looked  out  with  a  wild  appearance,  havin:^ 
two  pistols  m  his  hand.   Ue  asked  me,  aiter 
I  went  into  him,  if  mv  wife  had  any  laada* 
num  ?  T  said,  perhaps  she  might  have  a  little; 
but  he  answered,  that  he  would  take  3^<0 
drops,  and  that  nothing  less  would  do,  iui 
that  he  wanted  an  everlasting  sleep,  never  to 
waken.   Then  he  walked  up  and  down  the 
room  in  great  adtation,  sometimes  pointing 
a  pistol  to  his  left  side,  and  pressing  tne  muw 
zle  under  his  ribs  towards  tfie  heart,  and  at 
Other  times  pointing  it  to  his  ear  or  his  fore- 
head.  I  attempted  to  expostulate  with  bim« 
but  he  said  [here  the  witness  used  a  loud  and 
positive  tone],  "  Don't  interfere,  John.'"  He 
then  sat  down,  and  desired  me  to  draw  a  chau 
near  him,  after  which  he  beat  upon  hiehieml^ 
am!  exclaimed,     Jh  f  John.'"    lie  next  pre- 
sented a  pistcd  to  himseli,  lepeiOins  agau^ 
«2lott*lMl8rfer8,  Juhu»  I  aaked,  iT  any 
the  family  had  offended  him?  He  made  oo 
answer  to  this  question,  but  said,  **  Alxne  aU 
thiagMj  I  would  miJt  <a  ue  William  Reid  »nd 
&indy  Kinloch/'  He  also  said,  he  vrould  Ukm 
some  tea.   I  went  down  stairs  to  order  my 
wite  to  get  the  tea  ready,  and  to  send  for  Wil* 
liam  Rnd,  andl  then  said  to  her,    If  a  pistol 
goes  off,  be  not  surprised,  for  the  mnjor  is  de- 
ranged in  his  judgement,  and  I  am  lifraid,  he 
will  make  awav  with  himself."  I  took  up  the 
tea.  I  poured  some  mte  a  saucer,  andbdd 
it  to  his  lip'*,  for  he  wa§  not  in  a  condition  to 
carry  it  to  his  head  himself.   It  was  hot,  and 
he  saul,    John,  you  have  burnt  me.*"  Be 
drank  three  saucers  full  of  tea,  but  dlJ  not 
eat  above  an  inch  of  bread.  AU  the  while  I 
was  helping  him  to  the  tea,  and  hoMio^  th« 
saucer  to  hts  head,  he  held  a  pistol  (which  I 
saw,  and  heard  him  cock),  to  my  side,  within 
three  inches  oi  my  belly,  keeping  hts  ttiumb 
upon  the  cock,  and  his  finger  at  the  trigger^ 
I  was  much  alarmed,  but  when  I  went  dowa 
stair^  1  did  not  let  m^  vfife  and  dai^jbtext 
know  the  danger  I  was  in. 

Wlieti  dill  NVlHi.itii  Rcid  come,  ar:i!  >«.hjt 
passed  i'—lie  came  soon  after.  I  intormed 
him  ot'  ihc  situation  in  wluch  the  ni^or  wasw 
and  desired  him  to  tell  sir  FnnciB  to  send  aU 
the  men  in  Cilmerfon  to  scire  him,  for  he 
would  do  roischiet  either  to  himself  or  some- 
bo^^.  William  ReSd  went  ami  haMMbed 
at  the  room  door.    The  major  opened,  2nd 

a«IU*j«  ft  iittk^  and  looked  9ui  ffcsemwi 
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%  firtol  before  him.  WiUiam  retired  some 

steps  flown  the  «tair  at  first;  but  aflerwards, 
on  Ihc  uuijor  pre^^ing  htin,  and  assuring  hiin 
Ibit  he  would  not  do  him  any  harm,  he  went 
into  the  roon^ ;  bui  in  a  short  while  came 
down  itairsy  aod  weui  aw^y.  The  aiignr  came 
down  ataiio  aoon  after,  im  nid,  **  John,  you 
must  give  me  a  convoy."   I  went  out  with 
bim,  fut  we  had  not  s^one  far  when  passing 
by  tiie  slack->ard,  he  iaid,    John,  there  was 
nybed  among  the  itMko  last  ni^ht."   I  an- 
swered, **  wlme  tFicre  was  a  bed  m  my  house, 
I  am  sure  you  had  no  occasion  tp  lie  there." 
He  dHind  roe  to  walk  before  ym;  buthear- 
in:;  him  cock  a  y  istol  at  my  back,  I  was  nlann- 
ed,  and  turned  about,   lie  said,  **  Are  you 
afraid,  John  f  I  replied,  ^  No,  I  am  sure  I 
have  no  reason  to  be  afraid  of  major  Gordon.'* 
Soon  after  I  heard  him  let  the  pistol  down  to 
the  lialt'cock,  and  in  a  little  while  1  heard 
Mm  cock  it  again,  and  in  this  manner  we 
walkod  on  together;  the  major  kecpln::  be- 
hind me  with  the  pistol.  I  now  began  to  look 
abotit  fbr  an  opporttroity  lo  escape,  hut  findiog 
I  could  not  saiely  get  away,  I  went  on,  until 
rnnir  to  a  walk,  which  I  knew  the  major 
WK3  luud  of.  I  there  took  leave  of  him,  under 
eoroe  pretence,  and  returnedhome,  very  happy 
to  have  escaped  as  I  did. 

Wiliim  BeiV,  li^ardcner  at  Gilmertoi^  eB»> 

nuaed  by  Mr.  Uumr. 

How  long  have  you  heca  gardener  at  Cii- 
verton  ? — For  twenty-three  years. 

Had  you  occasion  to  see  niajor  Gordon  on 
Monday  the  13th  of  April  last?— I  law  him 
about  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

What  passed  then?— The  major  waa  walk- 
ing fruui  the  bouse  towards  the  garden,  when 
I  heard  him  call  to  me  by  name  pretty 
aharply ;  on  whkh  I  tiimed  bark  and  went 
«p  to  him,  and  took  off  my  hat,  which  he  dc- 
•ired  mc  to  put  on  again.  The  major  then, 
with  a  gxod  deal  of  agitation,  felt  lir&t  his 
waistcoat  pockets,  then  his  breeches  pockets. 
anf\  then  his  waistcoat  pockets  agatn  ;  and 
seemingly  much  disappointed  at  not  finding 
what  he  wanted,  eaio,  with  a  radancholy 
tunc,  "I  tl>oup,lil  I  had  had  something 
upon  which  I  (llunkin^  that  he  intended  to 
give  me  something),  begged  to  be  excused, 
and  laid,  that  the  major  nad  often  been  kind 
to  me  and  my  family  The  major  then  took 
several  strides  backwards  and  forwards,  scem> 
ingly  in  great  agitation;  whereupon  I  said, 
that  I  was  sorry  to  see  him  nvt  well ;  Ltit  he 
made  no  answer,  and  still  continued  to  stride 
backwards  and  forwards,  and  I  left  him. 

Did  you  see  tiie  major  on  the  afternoon  of 
,  Tuesday  the  Hfh  of  April? — Yes.  About 
five  or  hail  past  hvc,  a  servant  maid  of  Mr. 
Walker's  came  down  with  a  message  from 
her  master,  desiring  me  to  come  up  to  Fkan- 
alon- immediately,  tor  miyor  Gordon  was  there 
hk  a  very  deranged  state. 

Did  you  go,  and  what  passed  ? — I  met  Mr. 

Walker  at  the  door  ^  be  took  me  aMde^  mid 


told  me,  that  the  m^or  had  eoBMthavab^ 

tween  1l^  e  and  six  in  the  mominjg,  and  that 
he  had  arms  with  him.  Then  Am.  Walker 
came  out,  and  desired  us  to  go  up  st«rs  in* 
mcdialtly.  Mr.  Walker  rapped  at  the  door, 
and  told  that  I  was  there ;  on  which,  the 
major  just  opened  the  door  a  few  inches,  looie* 
ing  out  wilt)  a  auspicious  countenance,  and  a 
pbtol  in  his  left  hand,  and  again  shut  the 
doer,  lie  had  a  very  raised,  wild  look,  and 
his  eyes  had  a  very  particular  appearaoeak 
His  hair  was  hanging  loose,  and  his  stockings 
oSs  I  saw  the  pi&tol,  and  told  Mr.  Walktf^ 
that  I  would  not  go  into  the  gentleaoaa  ka 
that  r  jnditioo. 

Did  you  ai\erwards  go  into  the  room  where 
the  major  was,  and  what  passed  there?— 
After  I  got  down  a  step  or  two  of  the  stair, 
the  major  ac;ain  openetl  a  1  title  bit  of  the 
door,  and  said,  **  Is  that  you,  WiUiam 
I  said  it  was.  He  then  opened  the  door»  and 
pressed  me  to  come  in.  1  refused,  unless  be 
would  lay  aside  the  pistol ;  on  which  be  said. 

Upon  my  honour,  William,  I'll  do  you  no 
harm."  I  again  begged  him  to  lay  aside  the 
pistol,  which  he  agreed  to  do  ;  and  I  heard  a 
sound,  as  if  he  was  taking  U  hum  cock  to 
half  cock.  W^heo  I  went  m,  the  mi^  tfli- 
mediately  clapped  to  the  door,  and  put  a 
chair  upon  the  handle  of  it,  so  as  to  have  soma 
purchase.  I  still  observed  the  pistol  In  hia 
Hand,  and  was  very  uneasy  ahout  it ;  when 
the  major  told  me  not  to  be  afraid,  and  re- 
peated that  he  would  do  roe  no  hutn.  I  said. 
It  was  his  weapons  that  I  feared  and  not  him- 
self ;  r^nd  that,  if  he  would  lay  them  aside,  I 
wuuld  du  any  ttnngfor  him,  or  eo  any  where 
with  him.  Upon  which  be  asked  me.  If  I 
was  sure  1  did  not  mean  him  any  harm  *  And 
although  1  assured  him  that  1  did  not,  yet  he 
waa  not  satisfied,  till  he  had  caused  roe  to 
swear  by  the  Go<l  of  Heaven,  that  1  would  do 
him  no  hurt.  lie  then  threw  two  pif^tols, 
with  consiucrabie  violence,  into  the  beu.  We 
then  sat  down ;  but  the  maior  immediately 
rose,  and  came  forward,  and  laid  bold  of  me 
with  both  hands  by  the  br^t,  and  stared 
broadly  in  my  face.  He  said,  **  Where  do 
you  think  1  have  been  all  ni^ht,  William?^ 
I  answered,  1  don't  know,  bir."  He  said, 
•*  in  Beanston  planting ;  1  had  a  light  from 
heaven  which  appeared  upon  abuan,  and  I 
heard  it  crackle."  I  said,  "  like  the  crackling 
of  thorns,  Sir?*'  He  answered,  **  Yes;  but 
it  was  not  consumed."  The  major  then  sat 
down  again,  and  took  out  a  piece  of  paper, 
and  said,  *'  VVilliam,  you  have  a  family ;  this 
will  be  of  some  me  to  them."  I  at  first  re- 
fused it,  but,  on  the  major's  insisting,  Ux^  itp 
and  said  I  would  kcip  *iL  nil  T  saw  htm  again  j 
on  which  the  m<yor  said,  "  you  will  never 
see  me  again,  Wilfiam  ;  and  af  ter  some  ineo- 
lierrnt  ronvrrsation,  he  said,  **  the  prophe- 
cies of  heaven  must  be  fulhlled."  I  observed 
tfcatt  haifeii  had  never  prophecied^  orerdereiL 
that  a  man  should  make  away  with  hiniMjlf; 
In  tiiA  count  of  this      of  tbaeoarersatioiiy 
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the  major  took  a  small  phial  out  of  his  waist- 
coat pocket,  and  said,  I  have  taken  all  this, 
and  yet  am  still  here."  I  got  the  bottle  iDto 
my  hand,  and  observed,  that  it  still  contained 
a  drop  or  tuo  ot  a  deep  r.uluurcd  lifiuirl ;  hut 
the  la,Lcl  \v;i5  all  torn  ulV,  cxcc|)l  the  border, 
.which  was  red.  I  asked  to  keep  the  botUe, 
but  this  the  major  positively  refuse  c! 

What  iartlier  passed } — lie  asked  uie  to 
blood  him,  but  I  answered,  that  I  had  not  my 
lancets ;  and  was  very  much  alarmed  in  case 
he  should  detect  me.  Ue  then  turned  sick, 
amd  went  towards  the  bed,  and  reached  once 
or  twice  into  the  chamber-pot  I  was  afraid 
of  his  going  towards  the  bed  where  the  pistols 
were,  and  followed  him,  and,  laying  hold  of 
the  pistols,  put  them  into  my  pocket ;  upon 
which  ihf  in  lior  l  irtri!  his  hands  into  my 
pocket,  and  took  back  the  pistols,  saying,  he 
could  bear  any  thing  but  that  I  then  asked 
permission  to  unload  the  pistols,  which  he 
refused.  The  major  thrn  ^^at  down  on  the 
foot  of  the  bed,  when  i  desired  him  to  re- 
member, that  the  fim  and  leading  instinct  of  i  Mr.  Hay  Smith,  messenger,  to  be  defivered  to 


nr\^ire  was  sclf-prcservalion ;  and  not  to  take 
away  what  he  could  not  put  tliere,  or  other- 
wise, be  was  taking  away  the  prerogative  of 
the  Almighty  ;   Vie  said,  he  knew  lliat.  I 
afterwards  suggested,  that  he  had  better  go 
down  to  Gilmerton,  and  not  give  Mr.  Walker's 
people  trouble ;  upon  which  he  started  up, 
and  said,  "  W  hat,  William,  do  you  think  I 
am  a  trouble  ?"   I  checked  myself  and  said, 
*•  I  did  not  mean  that.  Sir,  butonl^  that  you 
would  be  better  off  at  Gilmerton,  where  you 
would  get  a  good  room  to  yourself  and  a  ser- 
vant to  atteiul  you.**  The  major  said,  I  be- 
lieve  yon  arc  right,  William,"  and  agreed  to 
go  ;  but  in  a  moment,  throwing  himself  hack 
m  bis  chair,  said,  •*  I  cannot  go."   I  said,  if 
be  was  not  well,  I  would  go  down  and  get  the 
coarh  f  r  him,  or  at  any  rate,  I  would  get  the 
coachman,  and  help  him  down.   But  the 
mi^or  still  repeated,  that  he  could  not  go. 
He  then  asked  me,  who  were  atGilm<  rton, 
and  1  acmtainted  him,  mentioning,  among 
ethers,  a  Mr.  Low  from  the  Merse.  Upon 
this  I  offered  to  go  away  :  but  the  major  said 
to  me,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  "  You 
must  not  leave  me  to-night,  William."  I 
however  pleaded  a  great  deal  of  business, 
wliich  led  to  some  conversation  about  what 
was  going  on  in  the  garden.   About  tliia  time, 
the  migjor  suddenly  asked,  if  Mr.  Low  was 
down  stairs,  and  insisted  tliat  I  had  told  him 
so,  to  which  I  answered,  I  meant  Mr.  Low 
wasdown  at  Gilmerton.  With  some  difficulty 
I  at  length  obtained  leave  to  go  away,  upon 
promise  of  returning ;  and  after  getting  out  of 
the  roojii,  made  the  best  of  my  way  down 
Stairs.  On  coming  down,  I  met  Mr.  walker, 
who  took  rnr  mt  i  ;i  j  livatc  room,  and  I  said 
that  1  was  under  the  uccr  ssity  of  gomg  home ; 
and  Mrs.  Wnlker  coming  in,  said,  it  was  very 
right  not  to  detain  me,  and  tltai  Mr.  Somner 
should  he  sent  for.    I  then  got  out  of  tlic 
hous<2 ;  but  upon  passing  by  tbe  window  of 


the  room  where  the  major  was,  I  beard  a 
violent  rapping  on  the  wmdow,  and,  lookiag 
behind,  observed  the  m^or ;  on  which  I  ran 
home  as  fast  as  I  could,  and,  after  teiiing  my 

wife  a  lillle  of  wluti  ]vivh.,1,  t  ut  not  tu  be 
uneasy^  I  went  forward  lu  liie  iiuuM^  ol  Uil- 
nierton. 

Did  yon  inform  any  person  there  as  to  the 
mmor's  situation  f — Yes.  I  called  out  Mr. 
M'^iUan  to  the  lobby ;  but  befora  I  had 

to  speak  to  him ,  sir  1  f  incis  himself  came  out ; 
and  I  told  them  wlii^t  had  passed,  and  added, 
that  I  would  on  no  account  see  the  m^r,  as 
I  was  afraid  I  had  offended  him  by  SOtgpii^ 

back  when  he  rapped  for  mc. 

DkI  any  conversation  pass  respecting  the 
bit  of  paper  which  you  had  received  ttom  the 
major  at  Ceanston? — On  the  n  nd  iVomj  Rcad- 
ston  I  looked  at  it,  and  ibuud  it  to  be  aa 
English  bill  or  hsnk  note  for  301.  I  accord- 
ingly showed  it  tosir  Francisand  ^Ir.!VI'Miilau 
in  the  lobby,  and  gave  it  to  sir  Trancis,  who 
returned  it  to  me;  and  I  next  day  a^^st:  it  to 

deui 


Mr.  Fraser. 

Did  yoti  again  see  the  m^or  in  the  course 
of  the  Tnesdu  V  evenmg  N-Yes,  white  I  was  m 
tbe  lobby  with  sir  Francis  and  Mr.  M'Millan, 
I  observed  the  n^|pr  pretty  nigh  commg 
under  the  trees  towards  the  house ;  upon 
which,  after  repeating  that  I  would  by  no 
me^ns  meet  with  him,  I  went  through  tbe 
lobby  towards  the  servants  hall,  where!  found 
the  brewer,  and  told  him,  for  God's  sake,  to 

fo  to  the  lobby  and  laake  himself  Msefid,  if 
e  was  wanted. 

Did  yoo  afterwards  see  the  nmjor  that 

evening? — Yc?,  sometime  after,  sir  Francis 
came  and  told  me  that  the  major  was  in  his 
room,  and  requested,  as  he  seemed  to  have  a 
good  opinion  of  me,  that  I  might  go  up  and 
endeavour  to  get  the  pistols  from  him,  and 
persuade  hiro  to  go  to  bed.  1  hough  I  waa 
under  considerable  apprehension,!  consented 
to  go  at  sir  Francis's  request ;  and  accordingly 
went  into  the  room,  resolving  at  once  to  put 
myself  upon  the  miyof's  mercy.  The  roajor^ 
however,  received  mc  kindly,  and  shook  OM 
by  the  hand,  saying  he  was  glad  to  see  me. 

Mr.  Ifuwac— Mention  all  that  passed? 

Witness. — In  a  little,  the  major  went  to  thCk 
head  of  the  stair,  and  to  the  d  ^  r  of  th^  roonn 
where  the  voung  Cunliffes  were,  under  tiie 
care  of  my  aaughter,  who  had  bolted  the  door. 
The  major  said  he  must  be  in  to  st  c  t!ir  chil- 
dren, oi'  wiiom  I  knew  iiim  to  be  very  tund^ 
on  which  I  called  to  my  daughter,  lli^t  sl>c 
need  not  be  afraid,  but  might  open  the  door» 
which  she  accordingly  did,  and  the  mnjor  went 
up  to  the  bed,  aiid  clapped  Master  Cunitde  on' 
the  check ;  but,  on  my  beg ipng  him  not  to 
wake  the  child,  he  came  away,  and  said  he 
would  go  to  his  bed.  lie  accordm^ty  returned 
to  his  room,  and  I  went  down  stairs,  utt^iato 
the  butIer*B  parlour  at  the  foot  of  the  tlOWL 

stnfr 

Did  ^  uu  tiiU)  leave  the  lMiuse?-;Np/  Pcin^ 
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•Mflcious  of  wliat  aught  happen,  I  watched 

every  foot  I  roiil(f  hear  in  the  stair,  and  soon 
heard  the  major  come  down ;  on  which  I  fbl- 
hmed  bim  inio  the  lobby,  and  ttr  Frands, 

vrho  wtis  there  with  some  of  the  gentlemen, 
pointed  to  me  not  to  let  him  out.  I  accord- 
ii^ly  ran  up,  mhI  gut  the  major  under  one  arm, 
HUM  air  FtaBeia  took  him  by  tbe  other.  The 
maior,  however,  got  a  little  way  on  tfir  gravel 
beturc  the  door,  when  he  just  turned  about, 
and  looked  up  staring  wildly  al  the  front  of 
the  hcmse.  'I'hc  inajor  then  returned  to  the 
house,  aitd,  when  the  eentlcmea  quitted  him, 
TaMM  through  the  lobby,  and  tried  to  open 
the  back  door ;  but,  on  finding  it  locked,  he 
went  up  the  wooden  «tair.  I  followed  him, 
and  saw  him  try  to  open  s>tvej ai  doors ;  but, 
an  finding  them  locked,  asked  what  was  the 
meaning  of  all  that?  and  the  hutlcr  made 
acme  excuse,  that  they  bad  been  washing  the 
laome.  The  maior  then  returned  to  his  room, 
and  some  time  alter  said,  he  would  ^o  to  bed  ; 
on  which  I  wished  him  good  night,  and  he 
said,  "  Goad  night  William,  and  a  heavenly 


anornmg. 


nil]  you  immediately  go  down  stairs? — I 
Staid  in  a  small  room  at  the  head  of  the  stair, 
and  10011  heard  tbe  major  leave  hit  room,  and 
stepped  forward  to  meet  hiuj,  and  prevent 
him  trom  goiug  down ;  on  which  tiie  major 
seemed  displeased,  and  said,  **  What  is  the 
meaning,  VViliiaro,  of  all  this  interaslyou  are 
takinf'  about  me  to-night?"  I  answered,  "  I 
.tbougnt  you  had  been  in  bed,  Sir,  and  am 
•afiaid  yon  will  catch  eold  goine  about  in  that 
m  uiiK  r  "  Tic  had  many  of  his  clulhes  off. 
He  then  toid  roe  to  gp  home  to  my  family, 
and  not  mind  him;  and  after  this  he  went 
back  to  his  room,  and  I  want  down  to  tJic 
•hutler's  parlour. 

Were  you  not  soon  afterwards  sent  for  by 
■Iha  nugor  ?~>Yes,  on  my  going  up  he  desired 
-me  to  shut  the  door,  which  I  only  pushed 
to,  without  sneckiag  it.  The  m^or  next  de- 
iirad  ma  to  lift  in  a  table  that  was  standing 
at  the  end  of  the  room  farthest  from  the  door, 
which  I  was  afraid  to  do,  n<<  he  wottid  thus  he 
between  me  and  the  door ;  but,  upon  ius  a^uui 
•desiring  me  to  lif\  in  tbe  table,  I  did  so. —  The 
mnjor  immediately  laid  dowi^  upon  the  table  a 
book  which  be  had  in  his  hana,  and  which  I 
.Mievod  to  be  the  bible ;  and  he  repeated  some 
lines  of  poetry,  which  I  do  not  recollect.  A  Aer 
5ome  conversation,  tlie  major  observed,  that 
the  door  was  not  shut ;  upon  which  he  seemed 
.to  be  angry,  saying,  **  How  could  you  deceive 
me,  William,  h}-  niakin^  nic  believe  that  the 
door  was  shut,  wtien  u  was  nul?"  I  excused 
•fligrself  b^  *aying,  I  thought  it  had  been  shut ; 
iqMMl  which  the  major  repeated  llic  order,  and 
I  was  obliged  to  shut  it.   When  the  major 
aaw  the  door  was  shut,  he  went  towards  the 
4aBt  window,  and  ooa  of  the  shutters  being 
-  abut,  be  flung  it  open,  and  then  put  several 
'^wstionstome.  Among  others,  be  asked  me 
iham  roaov  children  I  had  f  and  I  having  an- 
.awered  thai  I  had  fifa^  lha  nuyor  replied, 
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«  An  ]  your  wife  makesMS."  The  maiorthen 
drew  his  chair  close  to  me,  and  looKing  me 
broad  in  the  face,  said,  **  William,  have  you 
told  the  people  httewhatpassed  at  Beanston.*' 
I  being  afraid,  answerer!  tliat  I  had  not.  The 
major  said,  **  1  did  not  expect  such  a  thing  of 
Tou,  Williun;*'  on  whioi,  I  again  assured 
him,  that  I  had  not.  Sometime  afttf,  ha 
wished  ne  food  nighty  and  I  saw  bim  n» 
more. 

Did  you  suppose  the  major  lo  be  the  worse 
of  liquor  on  the  Tuesday  evening  ? — No. 
W  hen  1  first  taw  sir  Irrancis  and  Mr.  M'MiUan 
in  the  lobby  that  evenhig^  I  fold  themfhaftl 
neither  perceived  nor  suspeded  the  Itt^Ot 
being  tbe  worse  of  liquor. 

Dr.  Jkma  Hame^  physician  in  Ed)nburg|i,aia* 

mined  by  iNIr.  Al&ni/penny. 

Did  m^or  Gordon  appear  to  be  much  af- 
feeled  bviiis  fbihei*a  death  ?— Major  Gordon 

appeared  much  affected  by  liis  father's  death. 
He  had  p^id  him  the  greatest  attention  dufiog 

hii>  last  illness. 

Do  you  recollect  seeing  tbe  mnor  in  Edhi> 
burgh,  about  the  beginning  of  March  last; 
and  what  state  did  he  appear  to  be  in  ? — On 
the  hut  day  of  Mardi,  or  ofsk  day  of  April,  I 
met  Dr.  Farquharson  in  the  Exchange ; 
amongst  other  conversation,  he  asked  me,  if 
I  had  seen  my  friend  Gordon?  I  asked  him 
what  Gordon  ?  He  said,  major  Gordon  Kin- 
loch.  I  told  him  that  I  had  not  seen  him. 
lie  then  said,  he  had  met  with  him  to-day ; 
and  that,  from  his  appearance  ai^  oonvena* 
tion,  he  thought  him  in  a  very  queer  state, 
and  that  he  would  not  be  at  all  surprised,  if 
the  n^jor  destroyed  himself.  >I  told  Dr. 
FarqubanMi,  that  his  appearance,  at  times, 
had  htrit  impressed  me  with  such  an  idea. 
Next  day  (liic  first  or  second  of  April),  hear- 
ing that  major  Gordon  lodged  at  Uobertson's, 
Black  T'rill,  head  of  Leith-walk,  I  called  upon 
turnabout  four  o'clock.  lie  started  when  I 
first  came  into  the  room.  I  saw  that  he  waa 
in  very  low  spirits. — I  asked  him  lo  dine  at 
l?MTHer'«,  Wnters-coiirt,  along  with  his  bro- 
tlier,  Mr.  Alexander  Ivinloch.  He  readily 
agreed.  When  in  the  street,  he  appeared  to 
me  to  he  very  nervous  or  irritable ;  the  passing 
of  a  carriage  along  tbe  street,  seemed  to  agi- 
tate him.  At  dinner,  he  tried  to  eat  several 
things-,  but  fuimd  that  he  could  not.  The 
wauter  endeavoured  to  solicit  his  appetite,  by 
presenting  him  with  every  thing  that  was 
nice  in  tbe  house ;  but  it  was  in  vain,  he  did 
not  eat  an  ounce  of  any  thing.  In  partif-tsbr, 
I  recollect,  the  waiter  proposed  to  devil  some- 
thing for  him,  when  the  major  replied,  All 
the  devils  in  hell  won't  appease  ruy  stomach." 
lie  could  not  drink  port,  and  seemed  to  dis- 
like every  kind  of  drink ;  at  last,  I  prevailed 
upon  him  to  get  a  little  brandy,  which  he 
drank,  mixed  with  a  larj^e  quantity  of  wntcr. 
We  parted  at  halt-past  seven  o'clock,  ainl,  in 
that  time,  be  drank  one  gill  of  brandy,  or 
two  at  the  ttlnmb  Hit  appeaiance  that  daj 
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struck  roe  very  much,  and  I  resolved  upon 
taking  the  first  opporiuoil^  of  iafarouag  sit 
Francis  of  his  situation. 

Did  you  accordingly  speak  to  sir  Francis 
Ml  the  subject?  I  saw  sir  Francis  Kinloch  in 
the  evftning  of  the  next  day,  after  iiavmg 
teen  major  Gordon.  I  told  him  my  opinion 
of  his  brother,  which  was,  that  I  tliought  him 
in  such  a  stale  of  mind,  that  he  would  pro- 
bably attempt  to  destroy  himself,  and  advi&ai 
him  to*lM>k  fcf\er  him.  Sir  FraactS  moA,  that 
of  late  years  his  brother  had  become  so  pecu« 
har  in  his  temper,  that  he  did  not  choose  to 
meddle  with  him ;  that  be  had  frequently 
observed  such  melancholy  fits ;  th  it  gene- 
rally after  these,  he  became  very  restless; 
and  that  be  woukL  then  disappear  from  Gil- 
Merton  for  a  long  time  ;  that  nobody  knew 
where  he  wont  to  :  r^nf!  that  he  returned  per- 
ftctjlj^  well.  About  iin&  time,  when  I  Was 
■dHsiDg  air  FraiMiia  Kinloeb  to  leave  the 
town  and  go  to  Gilmerton,  as  the  brst  way  of 
£|tttting  tree  of  a  cold  which  he  then  had,  he 
told  me,  as  a  reason  for  bis  not  going  to  his 
own  house,  that  his  brother  the  major  was 
then  in  a  vcrv  unsettled  stale,  and  lhat  he 
wished  luni  lu  go  away  from  Gilmcrton, 
whieb  he  always  did  when  in  that  restless 
disposition,  end  that  then  he  (sir  fnacis 
'Kinloch)  would  leave  the  town. 

Did  sir  Francis,  befim  this  period,  ever 
nicnlion  to  you  his  brother's  occasional  de- 
rangement, and  a'-si<:;n  any  cau^f  for  it?  Sir 
IVaucib  has  freijucnlly  mcntionud  lo  me  his 
Wether's  disordered  state  of  mind  as  a  mutter 
of  great  concern  lo  himself,  and  to  the  whole 
&mily.  He  attributed  il  to  a  ievcr  wbich  he 
lud  when  in  the  West  Indies;  as  fvevious  to 
his  going  to  the  West  XndieSy  he  was  a  wvy 
good-tempered  man. 

Did  you  again  see  the  major  in  Edinburgh 
in  April  k^^t ;  and  in  wiiat  state  did  find 
him?  On  the  9th  of  April  1  s-aw  major  Gor- 
don in  his  brother  Mr.  Alexander  Kmloch's 
joem,  St  DuBsbreck's,  about  tbiee  o*ch)ek, 
Mr.  Waito,  and  Mr.  .1  Limes  Home,  %vritcr  to 
ihe  signet,  were  in  the  room  along  with  iiim. 
•He  appeared  to  be  very  melancholy  and  spoke 
little.  Mr.  Waite  wont  away  soon  after  I 
<ame  in.  In  a  little  lime  mnior  Gordon  went 
away.  1  took  that  oppuruimty  of  goiu£  with 
thiin.  I  asked  bim  to  take  a  walk  beCbce 
dinner.  My  reason  for  this  was,  Jlbst  I 
wished  to  have  some  convenation  with  htm 
upon  hie  hmlth ;  but  iie  deeUned  taking  a 
iwalk,  as  he  said  he  had  a  bead-aci),  and  was 
busy  preparing  for  his  journey  to  London,  as 
he  mtended  to  set  out  uext  day.  W  c  parted 
at  the  door  of  Dnmbfaclt's  other  hotel.  He 
did  not  even  aak  me  to  oone  'in  with  bim  to 
iiis  lodgings. 

Were  you  called  to  Oihnenen,  alW  the 
accident  which  betVl  sir  Francis?  In  what 
situation  did  you  tind  him  i  and  had  you  any 
conversation  with  him,  particularly  rc^pect- 
-iogtbe  accidenl?  On  tlie  Kith  of  AprU,  in 
ol  a  ietier  iiuii  Mr.  M^Mattaa 


at  Gilmerton,  mentioning,  that  il  was  air 

Francis's  wish  that  we  shoidd  come  out  and 
sec  lam,  Di  .  1 .  iloiiie  and  I  went  out  to  Gd- 
nierton,  and  got  there  by  half  past  nLoe 
o'clock  ni  the  morning.    W«  found  hhm  in 
such  a  situation  that  he  could  net  live  oiaaf 
hours.  He  gtsdually  ennk,  and  died  abeut 
half-past  eleven  o'clock  that  evening.  He 
remained  ptn-fectly  sensible  until  witiuo  an 
hour  of  his  dcatli.   I  seldom  left  him  for 
above  tun  minutes  at  a  time.   He  talked  very 
little,  and^only  once  about  the  accident  wiuch 
had  happened  to  liim.   it  was  abput  two  or 
three  oVslock,  sir  Fnmeisasked  me,*^liaA  baiva 
they  done  with  my  poor  (or  iinli'Lppv)  bro- 
llicr."    1  answered,  "  lie  was  earned  to  iiad> 
diQgton  gaol  last  night."  Sir  Frands  replied, 
*'  It  would  Imvo  b^  mich  better  to  have 
sent  him  to  a  private  mad-house  abont  Fdin- 
bur-ij."  "  But  you  know,  said  I,"  "  that  this  * 
unhappy  aeddentwnist  now  become  a  matlcr 
of  invc^tigatii.n,  atnl  hv.  ]<-  conuniUed 

to  Haddington  gaol  by  orders  of  the  sheriff.* 
Sir  Francis  tiien  observed,  <*  Tbev  had  naweb 

better  let  it  drop,  for  he  was  mad."  As 

*^^!r  Francis  had  begun  the  subject,  I  tli-  nnhl 
It  a  proper  opportunity  ut  ascerlaiouig  a  m- 
cumstance  ftboot  whtch  I  ocaild  get  »o  i u lot. 
malion  from  any  person  in  the  family, 
uaately,  whether  sir  Fcancis  haid  laid  Iwjld  of 
major  Goidon  beftre  tlM  ftstol  was  fired.**  I 
accordingly  asked  him,  "  Did  yovi  actually  seiaB 
iip<^-ii  (Gordon,  before  he  tired  the  pistol?" 
J?ir  i  raiias  answortd  "  yes."  **  Good  God, 
sir  Francis  **  said  V  how  could  yov  be  eoioal* 
ish  as  to  attempt  to  lay  hold  of  a  man  in 
a  state  of  such  furious  insaui^,  and  wtlii 
arros  about  binF*'  Sir  Fmicia  repiied, 
"  There  would  have  been  no  danger,  if  liie 
servants  had  done  their  duty.*'  T£s  conver- 
sation made'such  an  impres9on  upon  me,  that 
I  instantly  retired  U>  a  comer  OC  the  room, 
took  a  card  out  of  my  pockdy  wtA  weole  it ' 
down. 

llaare  you  nreeerved  Ibat  easd  f  Yea,  I  base 

it  in  my  pocket. 

W  hen  did  you  hrst  see  ma^or  Gordon  alter 
the  accident,  and  in  what  state  did  yoa  -find 
him  ?  I  saw  major  Gordon  on  FiidaQT  tbt  llfli 
of  April  in  ll  'H  iington  gaol,  in  company  vnth 
Mr.  Goldie  and  Mr.  George  Somncr.  My 
leasim  for  going  to  sec  him  was,  to  afford  him 
every  assistance  which  I  could,  as  I  uuder- 
siood  tliat,  since  he  had  ielt  Gikoertoni  sie 
medieai  person  had  seen  bim*  I  fbond  wSm 
confiued  in  a  strait  jacket ;  but  wiUkin^  aboi^ 
the  room.  His  countena!>ce  l-  ok*  !  wddarul 
furiou:>:  his  cvc^  were  Jtd  auit  uiu.iuied  ;  be 
was  very  nmch  agitated;  spoke  of  the  hoi^ad 
accident  which  had  liappcned,  in  terms  of  the 
greatest  regret :  be  complained  ol'  muck  con> 
rasionaiidmiMe  in  biefiead;  bewaaoDSteal 
enough  when  his  attention  was  hzed  to  aiiv 
subject ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  do  tlds  fcf 
above  a  tuumle  at  a  time,  his  ideas  4|u«eic^ 
wandeiiQg  to  Other  tbinga^  and  be  aaM  ibe 
eeiao  miaitiBn>.mqie  ifim  obm.  1  lM*Mt 
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tfti^  wimh  hna  above  s  qinrter  •f  ta  hour. 

Bui  his  looks  and  cunvcr>aUon,  at  this  time, 
Appeared  to  ine  to  be  those  ot  a  persoo  just 
recovering  from  a  fit  of  mania. 

Had  you  occasion  to  see  tlie  tni|}or  in  Tdin- 
burgh  gaol,  and  to  remark  an}  thing  particular 
in  ap|}earance,  or  l^chuviour,  while  Uiere  ? 
After  m^or  Gonion  was  brought  to  Edior 
burgh  gaol,  I  saw  liim  frequently,  at  least 
ODce  a  day.  lie  was  at  times  very  meiaa- 
dioly.  At  other  times,  his  appcaraooe  was 
like  thai  of  a  maniac;  particularly,  OD  Sunday 
the  2Gth  of  April,  I  went  to  sec  him  that 
i'urcuuun,  in  company  witli  major  Jolin  Mac- 
Jcay ;  as,  fnm  the  wild  aiipcerance  of  major 
Ciordon  the  preceding;  uay,  ni.ijor  Mackay 
wished  to  have  some  person  along  with  him. 
tiQiOedialely  when  I  saw  hini^  I  perceived  a 
difi'ercnce  in  his  appearance  uom  that  of  the 
day  before.  His  countenance  was  wild,  his 
eyes  bLarmg,  aud  like  those  of  a  mad  person: 
and  his  walk  was  hurried.  He,  however, 
behaved  very  composedly  to  us  for  a  few 
mioutcs ;  but,  when  m^jor  Mackay  wished 
him  to  repeat  oefore  roe,  some  circumstances 
of  a  private  nature,  which  he  had  mentioned 
the  day  before,  major  Gordon  could  not 
recollect  that  he  bad  told  nuyor  Mackay 
may  such  things  as  ho  alleged;  and,  when 
major  Mackay  repeated  the  conversation  he 
uiluded  to,  he  said  tlut  the  major  had  no 
fight  to  enquire  into  bis  private  affiurs.  and 
tliat  the  ifxajor  betrayed  a  confidential  dis- 
course, lie  became  much  agitated;  he 
looked  very  wild;  and  be  put  himself  into  such 
violent  threatening  postures,  that  both  major 
Mackay  andl  were  very  much  alarmed.  lli>  ap- 
pearance and  behaviour,  seemed. to  me  to  be  tUc 
nore  singular,  as  at  that  time  he  was  confined 
to  a  very  low  diet.  Upon  this  occasion,  I 
^marked  to  m^jor  Madcayf  tliat,  if  the  same 
state  continued,  it  would  be  aeeessary  to  |mt 
major  Gordon  in  a  .^trait  jaclcet. — On  xXio 
third  of  May  I  went  to  England;  and  there- 
fore did  not  see  him  for  five  weeks. 

Had  you  ever  any  conversation  with  the 
late  sir  David  Kinloch  respecting  major  Gor- 
don, from  which  you  could  understand  tbat 
sir  Davi^eonaiderod  the  m^jor  as  occasionally 
deranged  ?  I  have  had  frequent  conversations 
with  the  late  sir  David  Kinloch,  respecting 
major  Gordon,  and  have  sometimes  heard  sir 
David  mention  several  oddities  in  the  nuyor's 
behaviour ;  and  sir  David  has  often  said  to 
me,  Poot,  unhappy  man !  lie  is  much  de- 
ranged.'* 

Mr.  Hope,—Vy  lord,  I  propo'^e  now  lo  call 
Dr.  Farquharson;  and  1  have  the  pleasure  to 
^dthat  he  will  be  the  last  witness.  We  have, 
mdeed,  many  more  in  waiting;  but,  on  con* 
suiting  with  my  brethren,  1  think  it  nnnercs- 
aary  to  give  the  Jury  farther  trouble,  both  be- 
cause it  is  impossible  to  add  strength  to  the 
evidence  already  brought,  and,  because,  judtr- 
ipg  by  myself,  the  Court  «nd  Jury  must  be 
very  much  exhausted.  With  this  g^uUemaD, 
mnSatt,  wa  shall  chMe  our  ptoof. 


A.  a  1790.  im 

Dr.  William  Fargukanon,  member  of  the 
Koyai  Colle^  of  Sorgieons  in  £din* 
borgb,  eiammed  by  Bf  r.  Rae. 

How  long  have  yuii  been  acquainted  with 

the  panel  major  Gordon  Kinloch  ? — Six  years. 

i)u  what  occasion  did  you  become  ac- 
quainted ?— I  was  called  to  him  in  September 
17U9,  in  Mrs.  Warrlru's,  Grass-market,  where 
I  found  him  sitUpg  in  a  small  bed-room, 
with  one  of  his  wrists  wrapt  up  in  a  baud- 
kerchicf,  which  was  very  bloody.  Ho  was  in 
such  a  stale  of  agitation,  and  mental  derange- 
ment, that  he  could  hardly  ^vc  any  ^r^-ntf^ 
of  his  wound ;  though  he  hinted  that  be  had 
hurt  himself  by  pushing  his  hand  thnmuh  the 
window  of  a  carriage.  This  appeared  impos- 
sible from  the  nat^  of  the  wound ;  and  tlie 
gentleman,  who  had  called  jaat  to  sec  liiin, 
told  me,  that  the  postdlion  suspected  the 
major  iiad  wounded  himself  wliilc  m  the  car- 
riage ;  and  in  tiiis  opinion  we  wereconfinne^y 
by  searching  his  pockets  after  he  was  put  to 
bed,  and  ^ding  a  small  knii'e,  the  blade  of 
which  was  btoody ;  and  still  more,  by  hi# 
evading  any  inauiry  on  the  sulyecty  though 
he  never  denied  it. 

Do  you  llunk,  that  his  derangement  was 
occa>ioned  by  the  wound? — No.  I  found  hioi 
so  niuLh  agit.tli  d, — :inii  looks  were  $o 
iurious,  that  1  cuuciudtd  iiis  disorder  pro- 
ceeded from  actual  derangementL  more  espe- 
cially, as  the  coolness  ol  his  skin,  and  the 
cahuuess  of  tus  pulse,  did  not  indicate  a 
sufficient  degree  oi  lever,  to  account  for  the 
symptoms. 

How  long  did  he  remain  in  \N'arden's? — 
Several  da^s.  I  got  luni  removed  to  a  house 
at  the  end  of  the  Cow-gate,  occupied  by  Airs. 
Cameron,  who  kept  boarders. 

Uow  long  did  you  attend  him  i — ^About  two 
months. 

Was  he  deranged  all  that  time  ? — For  the 
first  montl),  he  was  very  unsettled,  being  at 
times  more  rational,  and  at  other  time^  quite 
sidky  and  deranged,  though  in  a  gradual  state 
of  convalescence;  and  it  was  about  two 
mouths  before  1  Uioughl  it  safe  for  him  tu 
leave  town. 

Did  }ou  ever  see  in  the  panel  any  other 
symptoms  of  derangement  ? — Yes.  About  the 
^st  ol  April  hist,  1  met  the  major  coming 
along  the  North  Bridge  very  fast,  but  some* 
times  stopping,  and  looking  down.  He  was 
pa:>siug  me ;  1  slopped  him,  and  had  some 
couversation,  in  wnich  be  appeared  very  i»> 
coherent.  After  parliu::,  he  turned,  and  called 
on  me.  On  my  coming  back  he  looked  so* 
vcral  minutes  over  the  parapet  of  the  North 
Bridge,  towards  the  castle,  and,  appearing 
slil!  more  agitated  than  before,  suddenly  ex- 
claimed, Good  God !  will  that  man."  (al- 
luding to  a  gentleman  whom  bonamcd),  *\do 
nothing  for  iiimself?"  On  my  expressui^  ig- 
norance of  his  meaning,  he  said,  "  Will  he 
not  go  out  of  the  world  like  »  gentleman  ?  I 
have  adviMd  him  to.it»  ts  tho  oirfir  fttung  lea 
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for  bioi  to  4I0;  but  I  am  afraid  he  has  not 

spirit."  From  this,  and  the  whole  of  his  ap- 
pearance and  coQver»atioa|  I  was  alraid  that 
the  major  ivovid  do  somemfschietto  himself. 

This  fear  I  expressed  to  Dr.  James  Home ; 
and  I  afterwards  tmderstood,  that  he  men- 
tioned it  to  some  ot  the  majur's  tauii^. 
When  did  ynu  see  the  miyor  neitf— 'In 

W  iiai  »tale  was  he  inf — He  was  in  irons, 
and  did  not  seem  to  understand  his  situation 

properly ;  for,  instead  of  touching  upon  the 
accident,  which  occasioned  his  being  there, 
he  began  immediately  to  complain  ot  the  irons 
hurting  his  feet,  which  were  gouty. 

Have  you  seen  him  «;ince  he  came  last  to 
Edinburgh  have  visited  him  almost  every 
day  since  he  was  in  Edinburgh  gaul. 

Wow  have  you  found  him  i* — I  have  found 
him  Irequentiy  much  agitated.  I  never  could 
get  him  to  rest  upon  one  subject  for  many 
minutes  at  a  time,  excepting  the  melancholy 
ticcident;  hn»  ^  vm  from  this  he  would  some- 
times proceed  abruptly  to  the  most  trifling, 
and  totally  unconnected  subject ;  and,  on  one 
occasion,  in  ?!ir  roiirse  of  a  conversation  about 
the  accident,  happening  to  observe  a  uniform 
button  oD  my  coat,  he  seized  it  like  a  child, 
•nd  asked  if  he  could  not  have  a  set  like  it. 
On  the  Saturday  after  his  being  brought  to 
Edinburgh,  I  found  him  very  sulky,  going 
about  the  room  in  great  wrath,  and  complain- 
ing  of  major  jMackayS  liaving  used  him  ill, 
in  desiring  him  to  apply  for  counsel  and  an 
agent  lo  malte  Ms  defence.  He  said  this  was 
a  thing  which  nobody  had  Sny  thing  to  do 
vrHh,  and  he  would  make  nn  dt'Tenrr;  and  it 
appeared  verv  clearly' to  mc,  Uial  at  liiis  time 
he  did  not  know  what  was  meant  by  a  de- 
fence Sometime  afterward**,  on  ht'inp;  in- 
formed that  Mr.  Hope  and  Mr.  breniner  had 
been  employed,  he  asked  upon  what  autho- 
rity, ua>  very  Milky,  and  said  he  did  not  un.- 
dcrstand  how  any  person  should  be  employed 
for  him  without  his  own  consent.  * 

Dnf  yuo  ever  hear  the  panel  regret,  that  he 
wa«?  not  prevented  from  committing  the  nn- 
hicky  deed  ?— He  has  frequently,  in  my  hear- 
ing, expressed  his  regret  and  astonishment, 
that  lie  was  not  prevented. 

Were  you  requested  to  use  your  influence 
with  the  panel,  to  prevail  with  him,  to  give 
such  information  as  might  aid  his  defence  ? — 
I  was,  hut  cnidd  not  mako  him  understand  the 
necessitv  of  giving  any  uiiormation,  and  ac- 
cord ing  fy,  none  was  obtained  from  him. 

Did  he  ii>ina!ly  m  ikr:  rational  answers  to 
any  question"*  you  nut  to  him  ? — I  have  often 
fotmd  great  difficulty  in  getting  any  answers 
at  all ;  and,  when  I  did,  tbey  were  geneially 
from  the  purpose. 

Df.ltfrfnAarsoa  cross-examined  by  the  Jjtrd 

^Idvocate. 

When  you  attended  the  panel  at  Warden's, 
bad  you  ocouion  to  know  that  be  bad  ml- 
hmnd  a  large  qoutity  of  htidaiimn  t^-Oa 


seareUng  his  pockets,  a  bm  phial  of  lamia* 

num  was  found,  not  quite  full;  but  whether 
he  had  swallowed  the  whole  of  what  the^ual 
had  contained,  I  cannot  say ;  though,  from 
the  smell,  I  believed  that  he  had  taken  some 
of  it;  perhaps  a  good  deal  more  than  an  ordi- 
nary dose,  i  could,  however,  obtain  no  in- 
ferniation  on  the  subject  from  himself;  eidier 
during  the  period  of  his  cootalesceocc^  ot 
since. 

Did  700  ever  caution  bim  against  the  nsa 

of  laudanum  r— No. 

Did  you  find  him  trartahle? — In  general  I 
did,  though  soraelimes  I  was  obliged  to  use 
strong  expressions;  but  he  did  every  thing 
he  was  desiro  I,  except  to  t  ike  the  quantity  of 
bark  and  wine,  winch  I  thought  neceik^ry  lor 
healing  bis  arm. 

Had  you  any  conversation  about  namir:^ 
his  counsel? — While  1  was  with  the  panel  m 
Haddington  gaol,  Mr.  Eraser's  clerk  came  in 
with  a  nne,  which,  in  conseijaOBce  of  previous 
information  from  Mr.  Eraser,  I  undersiooJ  to 
be  a  recommendation  to  appoint  counsel  and 
an  agent.  On  tlus,  I  left  nim  and  the  cleric 
together;  but,  in  a  short  time,  I  was  nirain 
sent  for  by  the  major,  who  showed  me  Mr. 
Eraser's  letter,  and  asked  my  opinion  of  it. 
I  approved  of  Mr.  Eraser's  suggestion ;  and, 
on  the  major's  ho«iitating  as  to  whom  he 
should  name,  from  his  not  being  particularij 
acquainted  with  any  counsel,  f  proposed  to 
get  an  almanack  and  examine  the  list  of  the 
faculty.  We  accordingly  procured  an  alma- 
nack; and  in  the  course  of  reading  over  tba 
list,  the  major  named  the  dean  of  faculty 
[hon.  Henry  Erskinel,  and  Mr.  Gporr^e  Fcr- 
gusson.  I  afterwards  understood,  that  he 
wrote  to  both  these  gentlemen,  though  I  am 
certain,  t!i  it  hr  rccoficcts  nothing  at  rut  his 
having  applieii  to  Mr.  Eergusson,  and  recol* 
tects  the  application  to  Uie  dean  qply  in  ea»- 
sequence  of  his  having  received  an  answer  ta 
it.  He  asked  me  what  was  the  meanine  of 
an  a^cut.  Thi^  I  endeavoured  to  explain,  tMit 
found  it  Impossible  to  make  bim  uDdeniaial 
the  necessity  of  employing  one. 

The  Zord  JAweofe*  [RdbeitDttndas,  aAov 

wards  Lord  Chief  Baron]. — Gentlciucn  of  the 
Jury;  The  duty  which  you  are  summoned  lo 
discharge  as  a  special  jury,  is  of  the  miost  im- 
portant nature.  I  should  be  stating  wbaltt 
not  tnie  and  what  it  would  be  very  improper 
for  me,  not  to  mention  to  you  that  an  altera- 
tion has  taken  place  in  the  close  of  the  evi- 
dence, which  considerably  changes  ttie  ap« 
pea  ranee  it  had  at  its  commencement. 

The  present  case  is  not  one  which  in  its  na* 
ture  is  attended  with  any  considerable  deg^aa 
of  ditii(  lilt V ,  or  where  tn*'  rules  of  detenrt* 
nation  art  nut  1  lain  and  u\j\  luiis  :  but  I  ?h .  uLl 


•  His  lordihip  commenced  his  spf^t  eh  nX 
about  half  past  four  o'clock  onl^Miiay  mom* 
iqg.  Orig,SdiL 
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be  departing  fhmi  Ibfet  whkh  f  have  always 

done,  and  which  I  shall  always  cuntimie  to 
do,  in  every  criminal  trial,  were  I  lo  conceal 
from  )oa  w  Uui  i  really  tecl,  that  the  evidence 
in  favour  of  the  imhapftjr  pmoo  at  the  bar, 
has  oltimalely  come  out  '^irongcr  than  I  was 
avmre  of,  or  expected  whcu  1  csiuie  into  this 

COBft* 

The  counsel  who  curly  in  this  trial  opened 
the  defence  with  that  elegance  and  propriety 
for  which  he  is  so  remarkably  distinguished, 
«ras  pleased  lo  stale  that  this  was  most 
necessary  pro^ecniion."  He  stated  no  more 
than  is  true,  and  what  you  must  ail  feel  to  be 
M»  for  HI  indeed  would  the  criminal  justice 
of  this  cotmtry  hp.  atu  Titled  to,  and  much 
would  those,  whose  business  it  is  to  prosecute 
offences,  be  wanting  in  tbar  duty,  if  the  life 
of  A  ^low'citizen  were  lo  be  taken  without 
inf^oiry,  and  his  blood  permitted  to  Hovv,  with- 
out a  jury  detennining  on  the  guiii  or  in- 
noeeDce  of  the  person  acctised  of  having 
done  so. 

My  brother,  Mr.  Hope,  io  the  course  of  a 
debate  which  arose  betwist  lis,  in  relation  to 

the  adroissihility  of  certain  notes  proposed  to 
be  given  in  evidence  on  the  part  of  Mi«s  Kin- 
iocii,  was  pleased  to  slate,  that,  it  he  stood  on 
tiie  opposite  side  of  the  bar,  he  would  not,  as 
1  did,  nave  opposed  the  rcadin*^  of  the  notes; 
and  adding,  thai  he  would  rather  have  abaii- 
doned  the  proseeuHoo.  Oentleni«i  of  the 
jui^,  I  am  of  a  different  opinion.  I  should 
have  violated  every  rule  and  principle  of  jus- 
tice, li  i  iiaii  dared  to  discriminate  between 
tlie  case  of  this  geatleman,  and  that  of  the 
poorest  criminal  who  ever  stood  at  the  bar,  or 
iiave  suffered  my  feelings  for  his  wretched 
and  unhappy  sister,  to  lead  me  from  the  strict 
line  of  my  duly.  Tluiui^h  tlic  panel  has  not, 
through  my  persisting  in  the  objection,  been 
de)>rived  of  I  he  benefit  of  his  sister's  evidence, 
whatever  force  it  may  have  had  on  jottr 
minds,  and  however  much  I  mi^ht  have  re- 
crelted  had  her  distress  incupautaled  her  { 
ntMn  giving  her  testimony  in  cotirt,  yet,  hx 
ftom  abandoning  the  pr<i  ccutiun  on  that  ac-  ' 
count,  I  would  without  hesitation  have  called  j 
upon  you  to  have  given  a  verdict  accordinz  to 
^owr  oooseieoces  from  the  evidence  before 
you ;  nor  would  I,  though  I  might  have  la- 
mented the  circumstance  which  occasioned  i 
her  absence,  have  consented  to  an  eaception 
in  her  favour  over  other  wilne«^rs,  or  have 
tbotq^t  that,  by  resisting  the  demand  made 
for  herof  referrinstonotes,  the  smallest  de> 
gree  of  hlame  could  justly  be  imputed  to  me. 

Having  staled  the-^e  preliminary  observa- 
tions, I  come  next  lo  line  matter  of  fact  'I  he  i 
counsel  for  the  panel  is  pleased  to  say,  that  j 
the  kilhng  is  admitted.    I  could  not  accept  ' 
the  aduiLssion :  it  is  proved.  And  X  should 
eflfer  an  insult  to  your  understmndtncs,  were  I 
to  utter  a  single  word  on  the  coinplele  suffi- 
ciency of  that  y\n  of  the  evidence. 

TO'.  the  evidence  Uiea  we  come,  of  what 

tni^  U  thA  cMite  hefoif  you:  is  the  deftnce 


A.  0.  \19S.  (970 

of  inianity*  proved  to  thatexlmit,  sadden 

gree,  which  law  and  reason  require,  In  eieal* 

pation  of  the  crime  of  nnirdcr. 

The  law  of  Scotland  is,  and  must  in  this 
respect  be  the  same  with  the  law  of  England, 
h'TMiise  both  are  founded  in  the  plainest  and 
most  obvious  principles  of  justice,  it  is  such 
as  entitles  the  person  who  kills  his  AUow- 
creature  to  the  full  benefit  of  the  defence  of 
insanity,  if  he  can  prove  it  on  a  f^iir  trial ;  but 
I  do  say,  under  correction  of  the  Court,  that 
it  is  only  he  who  is  absolutely  insane,  who  io 
pprfpctly  ni?id  or  furious,  that  is  free  from 
trial,  and  consequently  free  from  piuush- 

He  who  is  subject  to  trmporary  fits  of  com- 
plete and  perfect  madues.<),  cannot  in  like 
manner  be  punished  for  the  actions  he  com« 
mits  hi  tiie  midst  of  his  delirium ;  haX^  ftr 
those  committed  in  his  lucid  intervals,  he  is, 
Willi  eiceptions  unnecessary  for  you  to  attend 
to  at  present,  as  competent  to  Irisi  sod  punUw 
ment,  as  any  other  man. 

But  there  is  a  third  description  of  persons* 
end  to  this  I  request  your  partieularattentient 
Aht  it  Is  the  description  under  which  the  pre- 
sent case  falls;  I  mean  that  degree  of  de- 
rangement which  lias  been  aitributed  to  the 
penel;  that  def^ree  of  melancholv  and  d^ 
pression  of  spirits,  which,  though  it  may 
border  on  insanity^  is  nevertheless  sccom* 
Denied  with  a  soffieient  share  of  judgment  l» 
discern  good  from  evil,  and  moral  right  from 
wroD^:  which  never  has,  and  never  can  be 
sustauied  as  a  bar  to  triiil,  or  a  defence  against 
punishmentfor  acrimo  soatfodous  as  murder : 
out  subjects  such  persons  to  conviction  and 
punishment,  as  much  as  if  no  symptoms  of 
defangepittil  had  ever  appearsd,  or  as  if  com- 
plcte  evidence  had  been  laid  hcforc  yon,  that 
he  was  in  a  lucid  interval,  and  m  the  lull  p<». 
session  of  his  senses  when  the  action  was 
committed. 

It  IS  unnecessary  for  me,  especially  at  this 
hour  of  the  morning,  to  multiply  authorities, 
in  support  of  what  must  appear  on  the  venr 
statement  of  it.  ronsi'^lcrit  vi-  iih  hw  and  with 
reason.  I  could  refer  to  several;  but  shall 
confine  myself  to  two  short  quotations  fimn 
two  eminent  authors,  one  ol  this,  and  the 
other  of  our  sister  kingdom;  I  mean  sir 
George  Ai'Kciuie  in  this  country,  and  lord 
cluefjustice  Hale  in  Engknd;  not  only  be- 
cause they  are  known  to  be  writers  of  the 
highest  authority  in  each  country,  but  because 
they  state  the  Inw  and  the  reasons  of  it  with 
so  much  perspicuit3r,  that  no  roan  can  be  at  a 
lo««  to  understand  it;  and  he  has  only  to  in- 
quire how  far  the  evidence  is  or  is  nut  sufh« 

•  On  this  subject,  in  addition  to  the  autho- 
rities cited  in  a  note  to  the  case  of  Frith,  arUc, 
Vol.  p.  311,  see  the  obssrralioos  of  Mr. 
Hume  (w  ho  in  this  case  \va5  one  of  the  coun- 
sel for  the  panel) — Commentaries  on  the  Law 
of  Scotland  respecting  the  Description  and 
FtiDiahiBeiil«f  CiiiM^  VoU    |P^SSp   sag . 

Digitized  by  Google 


971] 


85  GEORGE  UI. 


Trial  of  Sir  A.  Cmnion  Kiahek 


cient  to  eetabliBh  the  legal  defence  in  the  par- 
ticular case  under  consideration.  Sir  George 
M'Kenzie  observes,  "  8uch  as  are  furious  are 
nol  in  the  condtmction  of  hw  capable  to  corn* 

mil  a  crime,  Stat.  2.  Rob.  2,  for  the  lawcom- 
|»ares  them  to  infants,  or  to  dead  men,  L.  Si 
^uitf  i.  (ie  acquirend.  here  J.  to  such  as  are 
absent^  X.  ted  ti  F.  dc  injuriiSf  and  makes 
them  to  be  no  more  gttiliy,  because  of  the 
crime  the^  commi^  than  a  stone  from  a 


that  he  was,  at  the  moment  be  took 

thcr'--  hie,  absolutely  furious  or  insane;  ur,  if 
yoxi  think  be  knew  the  nature  of  his  cnuac, 
to  return  a  verdict  of  guilty  agdnet  btm.  - 

The  only  other  author  1  shall  relcr  to  i% 
chief  justice  Hale.  He  says,  P.  C.  Vol.  i. 
ch.  4.  §  11.  "  Dementia  accideniaiis,  vcl  ad- 
ventitia,  which  proceeds  froiA  several  cause«{ 
sometinirs  from  the  distempers  of  tfic  hu- 
mours of  the  body,  as  deep  meUncboiy,  or 
heme,  or  a  beast,  is  to  be  reputed  guilty,  j  adust  choler;  sometimes  ftom  the  violmiceof 
and  punishable  for  the  wrong  they  do.  Quam  ,  a  disease,  as  a  fever  or  palsy  ;  sometimes  from 
•i  paupcricm  pecus  dederit,  auttegula  ceciderit^  |  a  concussion  or  hurt  ot  the  brain,  or  its  mcm- 
X.  5.  F.  ud  L.  Aquil.  And  the  law  cummisc-  branes  or  organs;  and  as  it  come^.  trom  t^eve- 
rates  so'fiur  their  condition,  that  it  expostulates  '  ral  causes,  soil  is  of  sevetal  kinds  or  degrees; 
with  stich  hi  would  pursue  them  for  ft  crime,  wliich,  as  to  the  purpose  in  hand,  niay  be 
e<  aoM  tx^oi  pena*  ab  ea,  qucm  J'ati  itt/Qlicitat  [  thus  distributed :  1st,  There  is  a  partial  mta- 
cfeasal^  ^uif;  furore  ifm  tatii  puniturf  L.  in-  \  nitjr  of  mind;  and,  <nd,  A  total  insanity. 
font  F.  ad  L.  Corn,  dc  sic  tr.  'V\ivy  are  c\-  '  "  The  former  is  either  in  respect  to  thin^ 
cused  by  their  own  mislbrlune,  and  abundantly  |  quoad  hoc  vel  iilud  insanire ;  some  persons 
punished  by  their  own  fury;  but  since  the  law  |  that  have  a  competent  use  of  reason^  in  re- 
feeia  teiaos  persons  from  punishment,  spec t  of  sonic  siri^ts»  arc  yet  under  a  parti* 
ause  they  want  all  judiimcnt,  L.  \  \.  F.  de    cidar  dementia  in  respect  of  some  particulir 


oeci 


i^^io  prtaid.  it  J'oliowt  mturalt^,  itiat  tUit  pri 
^fUtge  titmU  he  eafy  exiemM  to  s»ek  at  are 
ebtoiutely  f u  r/Vui." 

He  then  proceeds  in  the  subsequent  sec- 
ti<m,  which  I  am  about  to  read,  to  consider 
Uie  osee  of  pamfcii  who  afa  only  toad  to  a 
certain  degree;  and  states,  as  a  question  of 
doubt,  the  old  doctrine  argued  by  some  writers 


discourses,  sutjjccls,  or  applicatiorks ;  or  else 
it  is  partiad  in  vespect  of  aegrees;  and  th^  ii 

t!ie  roudiiioii  of  vt-ry  man}',  esjiecially  mclan- 
ciioly  persons,  who,  fur  tiie  most  part,  disco- 
ver their  defect  in  excessive  fears  an«i  grie^ 
and  yet  are  iM>t  wholly  destitute  of  the  use  or 

reason  ;  and  this  parUal  insanity  ^rcni«-  nol  to 
CKcubc  (hem  lu  the  couimiuiug  W  any  uirt:nc«^ 


on  ihe  civil  law,  but  long  ago  justly  exploded,  |  ibr  its  nsattor  capital;  for,  ooubtlcss,  moat 

that  though  they  ire  not  free  from  punish-  persons  that  are  felons  of  tUcm>elvc9,  aiid 
ment  altogeihcr,  yet  that,  by  the  rule  of  pro-  others,  arc  under  adegree  of  fiartial  insanity 
portion,  iSnr  punishtoent  ought  to  be  nriti-  when  they  commit  these  affeoces.  B  It  very 
aated.  "  2.  It  may  be  argued,  that  since  the  difficult  to  define  the  indivisible  line  that  di- 
few  cranLs  a  total  impunity  to  such  as  are  vides  perfect  and  partial  insanity  ;  hut  it  must 
absolutely  Jurwutf  that  Uierctore  it  should,  by  ,  rest  Uf>on  circumstances  duly  to  be  weighed 
the  rule  of  ptoportiuo,  lessen  and  moderate  and  considered,  both  bythejud^e  and  jury, 
the  punishments  of  such,  as  lliou^h  they  arc  lest,  on  the  one  side,  there  be  a  k  .iul  >.  t  iiihu- 
fiot  sdMolttlely  mad*  yet  are  hypochondriac  i  manhy  towards  the  defects  of  human  nature  j 
wmi  iMdneholy  to  iRiooadit|na  trat  it  ekwds  !  or,  or  the  other  side,  too  gresA  an  indulgenea 
their  reason,  qui  sensum  altquem  habent,  ted  given  to  great  crimes.  The  best  measure  thai 
diinirnt/uin,  which  lawyers  call  tfitania,  and  the  lean  thmk  of  is  this :  such  a  person  a5,  la- 
Greek  ftagwjc.   3.  That  such  as  show  any  act  i  bouring  under  melancholy  distempers,  hiilii 

 utor  revengeintbewraDgthcydOy  yet,  orainarily.  as  threat  Qoderstandmg,  as  or- 

dinarily  a  rluld  of  tuurtccn  years  halh,  is  such 
a  person  as  may  be  guilty  of  treason  ur  felony." 

In  another  passage,  tnia  author  pioceeds  to 
slate:  '*  Now,  touching  the  trial  of  this  in* 
capacity,  and  who  shall  be  adjudged  iu  such 
a  degree  thereof,  to  excuse  from  ihe  guilt  of 


may  he  punished  with  some  degree  of  seve- 
nty, since  they  allow  some  degree  of  judg- 
asMt.  But  yet  the  Parlimmeid  of  Pmrit  is 

justly  condemned  by  all  lawyers,  for  having 
caused  execute  a  madman  who  had  killed  one 
that  had  struck  him  two  days  before;  but. 


since  he  did  show  memory  and  reven^  in  capital  offences ;  this  is  a  matter  of  gmtdil^ 
tlmt  act,  he  mi (^ht  have  been  pmitsbed justly    ficulty,  partly  from  the  easiness  of  counter- 


to  some  moderate  decree." 


feitiog  this  diijabiliiy,  when  it  is  to  excAise 


From  the  sy  tie  of  this  passage,  and  manner  |  ooeeot,  and  partly  from  the  variety  of  the  da> 


of  cxprr^>ion,  YOU,  gentlemen,  will  readily  ob 
serve,  that  lite  case  which  sir  George  M'Ken- 
sie  here  states  as  dubious,  not  whtclher  it  is 
exempt  frompontahmeataHogertier,  but  whe- 
ther the  ordinary  or  a  less  ;<cvcrc  onp  is  to  he 
inflicted,  is  the  very  case  of  thc.pauui  at  the 
bv;  tmd  sioea  tor  that  quretiod  there 'is  IMW 


Crc  cs  of  this  infirmity,  whereof  some  arcsuf- 
licicnt,  and  some  arc  insufficient,  to  excuse 
persons  in  capital  offences. 

"  Vet  the  law  of  ilngland  hath  afforded  the 
best  method  of  liial,  Uial  is  possible,  of  thi*. 
and  all  other  matters  of  fact,  namf  ly,  by  a 
jliiyof  twd««aten,allconeurring  inmr 


no  room,  as  the  prisoner  either  i^  liable  ton   judgment,  by  the  tolitnony  of  wiiDrv,so»,r»'sA 
capital,  or  to  no  punisimeni  at  ail;  you  arc    t>oce,  in  the  presence  of  ihc  judge  ayd, 
Wund,  aoemdii]|g  to  lltocvidaiiec  before  you,  t  and  1^  the  mspeeiii^n  and  durtctioo  of 

judge/' 


either  to  fiad  hibi  not  'fuihy,  if  you  believe 
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Tijui  then  is  tlio  inaieriuU  aud  mdccu  iiie 
•■Ij  quesUcm  you  have  to  try,  whether  the 
persoa  at  Itir  t  ir  i'^  <  f  th;it  (lescri[ition,  and 
irbether  the  evideiice  adduced  19  &utlicieiit  to 
WMtftiit  th«  coodtiMOD,  that  he  was  djcnnged 
to  Mich  a  degree,  as  to  excuse  him  from  the 
r;ip!t:i)  l^iru'^hment  due  to  a  heinous  rnnrder. 
il  uiv  duly  lo  submit  to  you  sucli  ob«erva- 
tioDS,  as  appear  necessary  for  aiding  jraa  ia 
this  irsquirv  :  and  I  must  br>rin  by  presuming 
to  poiut  out  to  rou  those  parts  of  the  evidence 
wbfdi  do  not  bear  upon  the  defenee,  and  to 
•.vKii  h,  in  my  opinion,  you  ou^ht  not  to  at- 
ten(i; — I  mean  the  evidence  of  the  gentlemen 
near  tne,  who,  much  to  their  honour,  seem, 
tftraneb  personal  inconvenience,  to  liave  come 
from  a  rop.'^idcraljle  (rt-,!  sT>cf,  tVuni  the  service 
of  thcir  king  and  couulry,  to  discharge  the 
hest  mi  nest  benevolent  of  all  duties,  that 
of  rriving  their  Icslimony  in  favour  of  their  un- 
fortunate fellovr^oldier  and  friend,  i'ermit 
me,  however,  to  tell  you,  geaiU;m&n,  that  you 
■HUft  dismiss  their  evidence  toftaHjr  out  of  the 

Eiestion.  Col'tnr]  Twentymnn  and  cnplaiti 
iller  have  Uuih  proved,  that,  before  \179, 
fhe  panel  was  bdotved  fay  all,  possessed  manf 
excellent  q!ta!ities,  wns  polite,  bumrine,  and 
generous ;  trnt  that  a  lever  in  the  West-  Indies 
totally  changed  his  dupusition,  and  deranged 
his  understanding.  Toe  donaig^Rient  I  ad- 
mit ;  but  it  is  the  degree  of  deninecment  that 
you  are  Ko  consider ;  and  imless  you  are  prc- 
fomd  to  go  this  len^b,  aod  to  sty  that  from 
the  yr  ir  1770  d  Mvnwards,  to  theniglit  c  f  ifiis 
•melanckolv  event,  he  waa  occasionally,  and  at 
4Ue  time  of  its  happemng,  so  complete]  v  de- 
ranged as  to  fall  under  the  description  of  per- 
fect and  total  insanity,  you  crmrot  possibly 
exculpate  him.  But  the  evidence  of  his  fa- 
mily, and  those  most  intimate  in  it,  com- 
pletelj'  contrudifts  such  a  supi)0<;ition ;  for, 
^owcver  whimsicaliy  and  absurdly  he  may 
iirom  time  to  time  baTe  conducted  himself,  we 
have  not  beard  of  any  thing  being  done  by 
llicni,  or  even  proposed  to  he  done  rcgardmg 
iiioi,  which  can  uiduce  ^ou  to  believe  that 
4hcy  really  thought  him  msane.  He  left  his 
f;it!irr's  house  from  time  to  lime,  without  pre- 
VI  u  tiuticc,  or  mentioning  whither  he  was 
go;  1 1 4  vou  find  htm  returning  again  as  tm* 
expectedly,  ami,  in  a  variety  oTother  particu- 
Jars,  acting  with  a  trreat  (lr._'r<  r  of  absurdity, 
hut  which  neither  did  in  fact,  uor  was  consi> 
dered  by  any  of  his  family,  as  amounting  to 
^af^nf^s.  lie  made  two  visits  to  colonel 
XwcQivman  at  Lincoln,  where  he  behaved 
ffhsunUy  enough,  it  is  true;  but  he  rrtnmed 
to  his  own  family,  and  to  the  tnana<^(  nient  of 
his  own  affairs,  without  any  steps  beuig  even 
proposed  to  be  taken,  or  bcin^  judged  aeccs- 
niryifur  the  purpose  of  confimng  him.  The 
story  lold  by  major  Mackay,  of  liis  havin 


»omc  years  ago,  at  North  iierwick,  taken  a 
sudden  and  idle  whim  into  his  head,  that  the 

major  had  made  hiui  the  butt  of  the  company, 
is  just  of  the  same  description,  and  <=rrn)^  lo 
baTo  passed  just  as  much  uuuulictd     all  U)€ 


Uoiily.  Uul  a  will  be  recollected,  and  it  seems 
ntaterial,  that,  on  a  qlle^liou  expiiciLly  putto 
Mr.  M'Milhin,  whether  the  panel  was  able  to 
distinniish  good  Uaxa  evil,  he  am»tr«f^  io 
the  tdvmative ;  an  opinion  con^aroed  by  tho 
fict,  that  though  the  panel  had  been  liable  to 
fits  of  temporary  in* miiv,  still  that  wa^  but 
partial ;  as  it  caonul  he  suppo!>c(i  Uiat  his  t^ 
mifyt  when  they  saw  the  fit  approaching, 
would  not  otherwise  have  taken  mcxsures  to 
secure  him,  and  profreut  him  frpm  injuring 
himself  or  othen;  which,  with  f  hn  eseeplioa 
of  the  circunl^^tanco  dt:pnncd  to  by  Dr.  Far- 
quluirson,  on  whicii  I  stiall  have  uccaiion  to 
remark  hereafter,  no  person  ooocerned  with 
hini  .seems  ever  to  have  thought  necessary. 

Kinlfjf  li  and  Mr  Fraser  have  also  told 
u»  ot  uUmo-  circuiM!iUucG«  in  the  panel's  con- 
duct, but  all  of  thcin  of  a  atmilar  natuns ;  of 
her  fatlicr,  on  a  journey  to  Wooler,  having 
observed  that  Gordon's  malady  was  reiuruing; 
and  that,  on  another  occasion,  he  had  taken 
inU>  his  head  a  notion  that  he  had  signed  a  re^ 
nunriation  of  his  righft  of  inhcfitance  tp^lin 
estate  of  Gilmertoo. 

But,  Mpoft  oevieinng  all  tliese  circumstanees, 
there  is  one  thing  vvhiih  always  occurs,  .Trirl 
which  must  strike  you  turcibliy,  tluit  you  hud 
j  him  living  in  his  Other's  hoiUK,  without  aoj 
I  steps  being  taken  that  make  it  appear  his  fa- 
mily looked  upon  him  to  be  in«ane.  You  find 
I  ^liui,  during       fallicx'i!  life,  i>cuueiu4y  kat* 
ing  GlhnarlOQ  in  a  htu-ry,  without  telling 
•  where  he  va<;  ^ninc;  but  who  is  there  that 
will  venture  to  assert  this  son  of  capricious 
coaduct  to  he  in  any  mcnna  a  proof  of  iMn* 
nity  f   It  is  needless  for  me  to  go  over  this 
part  of  the  evidence,  so  I  shall  not  repeal  one 
word  of  It ;  but  I  shall  only  say,  that,  though 
it  may  prove  a  sort  of  derangement,  it  does 
not  ntnntiTit  to  that  dcqrcc  of  it,  which,  on  the 
autitority  of  lord  Hale,  and  in  sound  law  and 
reason,  can  alone  lender  him  unaoeonotaUe 
for  bis  actions. 

A  to  his  jumping  out  of  the  chaise,  and 
ituvuig  tlie  company  on  the  road  to  Gilnicr- 
ton,  it  is  your  business  to  consider  how  far 
that  is  a  mark  of  derangement.  You  wUl  ob- 
serve, that  tu:  returned  a  ratiunal  answer  to 
the  postiRien  who  was  sent  after  hint  ^ 
"  He  was  «;uini;  to  Haddington,  and  be  •ooM 
be  found  ilicre." 

You  liiid  him,  from  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Far- 
quharson,  attempting,  some  years  ago,  his 
own  lit"c  ;  but  I  am  riuieh  afraid,  that  you  will 
not  look  upon  an  attempt  to  commit  suicide, 
as  a  proof  of  insani^.  We  have  heard  et 
this  being  done  by  those  who  never  were 
either  suspected  or  accused  of  insanity,  and 
who,  to  the  last  fatal  act,  were  «ool,  collected, 
and  in  the  fiiU  exercise  of  their  faculties.  U 
is  rmpn^sible  for  me,  however,  not  lo  admit, 
tliat  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Farquharson  does  go 
dBrectly  to  esteblish,  at  this  period,  a  fit  of 
strong,  decided  in-^anity;  and  it  is  for  you  to 
1  consinor  and  determine  what  weight  thst  cir- 
I  cuiu:»uiicc  can  have  on  the  preacnt  trial,  md 
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whether  that  solitary  instance  is  suiiicient,  in 
your  opinion,  to  fix  upon  him  the  ebaractorof 
rnadncss,  in  tlie  face  of,  and  when  contrasted 
witbf  all  the  other  evidence^  to  which  I  have 
timdy  alliMied,  and  whidi  still  TemaSm  to  lie 
considered. 

We  had,  if  I  recollect  right,  one  or  two 
other  instances  of  eccentric  beliaviuur  in  the 
Moely  as  ht  back  as  the  5«ar  1780.  Still 
however,  they  were  but  instances  of  extreme 
absurdity  ;  and  sltU,  io  my  humble  oplnioo, 
does  the  complete  neglect  paid  by  his  laimly 
to  these  appearancesy  preclude  any  supposition 
of  insanity. 

There  was  a  story  that  Frnscr  told  you 
about  a  Mil,  which  the  panel  had  remitted 
him  in  payment  ufa  debt,  on  whicli,  after  sa- 
tisfying the  debt,  a  balance  remained  du^ 
and  had  been  paid  to  the  panel ;  but  which, 
at  the  distance  of  three  or  four  years,  the  panel 
conceived  had  not  been  returned  to  him  ;  but 
when  the  matter  was  explained,  he  instantly 
acknowledged  his  mistake,  and  seemed  hitrt 
and  vexed  at  the  explanation  he  had  drmnnd- 
ed.  This  at  the  utmost  infers  onlv  a  (ietect 
of  memory.  But,  could  it  adroit  of  Wing  car- 
ried farther,  the  answer  still  is  the  same,  that 
the  degree  of  derangement  was  not  such  as  to 
induce  his  friends  even  to  propose  the  putting 
liim  in  confinement. 

But  the  circuni'-tAnce  which  I  consider  of 
tile  moH  importance,  and  of  such  moment, 
that  I  nuststateit  toyouasof  theutraostcon- 
scqrtrnf-f,  is,  tliat  immediately  after  he  had 
coaioiiUed  the  action,  he  seems  to  have  had 
fmdtet  knowledge  of  what  he  bad  done,  and 
was  perfectly  awiirc  of  the  consequences  of  it. 
The  servants  have  all  concurred  in  deponing 
that,  when  thrown  on  the  carpet,  he  said  he 
ipoald  aivethem  loot  Io  let  him  go;  and 
»oon  afiprward^  exclaimed  that  he  had  done 
anawtul  thmg.  When  visited  next  morningby 
Mr.  Goldie,  heenters  with  hirointo a  discussion 
of  ^-\h:i\  !i,i]'prnrd  :  he  ende:ivour<i  to  vindi- 
cate lumseit  upon  the  plea  ol  self  defience,  by 
telling  Mr.  Goldie  that  there  was  a  deliberate 
plan  laid  to  destroy  him. 

From  Ibe  testimony  of  Fra?er,  it  appears, 
that  he  ^^  t,s  nii  ulon^  capable  of  transacting 
husiness.  You  h:tve  it  both  from  Smith  and 
Ilodd.%thc  first  of  whom  carried  him  on  Wed- 
nesday evening  to  Haddington  gaol,  and  a 
ftw  days  Iherealter  accompanied  him  to 
Edinburgh,  and  the  last  of  whom  saw  him 
frequentTy  in  Haddnie^on.  anH  carried  mes- 
sages to  and  iroiij  .Mr.  i  ru^er,  that  he  was  al- 
ways collected  and  rational :  at  no  time  do  I 
find  him  awakening  as  it  were  from  .1  t!rr  im,  ' 
to  the  recollection  of  what  had  passed  during 
his  delirium  and  of  which  he  was  ignorant 
while  totally  deprived  of  reason.  In  the 
testimonies  of  i>r.  Monro,  and  Mr.  Bell,  you 
have  complete  evidence  that,  during  their  at- 
tendance, they  saw  no  symptoms  of  madness 
about  him.  Tn  *hnrt,  if  1  can  discover  no 
moment  of  time  at  winch  total  insanity  com- 
aencodi  I  coo  sea  no  period  nbni  ^einraiog 


reason  resumes  her  reign.  That  be  has  me- 
diod  in  his  derangement,  and  that  he  does 
not  converge  like  PL  madman,  is  evident;  he 
has  complete  recoilection  as  to  circumrtsnces 
that  happen  some  Ume  before ;  and  Ihumh 
he  may  reason  absurdly,  still  he  does  reuoa, 
and  understands  the  consequences  of  what  lie 
has  done,  and  the  cause  of  his  confiuemeot. 

Gentlemen,  the  question  you  are  to  deUr* 
mine  mmes  to  this  short  :ind  «>imple  iv«»ir  ;  if 
it  appears  that  the  panel  was  m  a  »ituauoo  of 
knowing  good  from  evil,  you  cannot  ao^oil 
him.  if  you  do  not  think  that  he  was  per- 
fectly and  truly  ignorant  of  what  he  was  do- 
ing ,  if  you  shall  oelieve  that  he  knew  mur- 
der to  be  a  crime,  you  must  be  of  opinion  thsl 
he  is  ani^werable  tor  his  actions,  and  eooso* 
quentiy  liable  to  puuishmeot. 

It  remains  for  me  on^  to  offer  a  lew  vs- 
marks  on  the  unly  two  instances  wliich  ap- 
ear  to  me  to  be  proved  of  any  tbine  resem- 
ling  that  insanity,  which  can  afford  a  rde- 
vant  defence  against  the  crime  of  murder;  ttie 
one  deponed  to  by  Dr.  Farquharson,  the  (^t^e' 
by  Walker  and  Rcid.  That  they  are  cnuiied 
to  weieht,  and  to  your  serious  considersifiett, 
it  would  be  a*;  unjust  as  unavailing  for  me  to 
deny.  To  your  own  consideration  i  ciuetiy 
leave  them :  botodliog  upon  yon  particuUrlj 
to  consider  and  to  judge,  whether  they  pio* 
cccfle  l  from  drunkenness,  or  any  other  cause 
imputable  to  the  panel  himself,  or  were 
really  the  consequences  of  unavoidable  insi^ 
nily. 

That  this  is  an  essential  and  material  (fit> 
titiction  into  which  you  roost  acenrately  nv 

quire,  cannot  need  the  aid  of  argument  or 
authority.  Lord  Hale  tells  us,  "  The  third 
sort  of  dementia,  is  that  which  is  dtmeiUut  af^ 
fectataj  namely,  drunkenness.  This  eieedolk 
deprive  men  of  the  use  of  reason,  and  puts 
many  men  into  a  perfect  but  temporary 
phreney:  and  therefore,  according  to  some  a* 
vilian?,  such  a  person  committing;  homicide, 
shall  not  be  punished  jimply  for  the  crime  f 
homicide,  but  shall  suffer  for  hisdrxmkenness, 
answerable  tu  the  nature  of  the  crime  occa- 
sioned thereby ;  so  that  yet  the  formal 
cause  of  his  punbhment  is  rather  the  drun- 
kenness, than  the  crime  eommitled  in  it ;  but, 
by  the  laws  of  England,  such  n  prr's-in  -lull 
have  no  privilege  by  this  voluntary  contracted 
madness,  but  snail  have  the  same  judgment 
as  if  he  were  in  his  ri^t  sensss.*' 

lie  then  st^iic?  two  exceptions  ;  the  first, 
if  a  person  by  the  unskilfulness  of  bisplgr' 
sician,  or  by  tlie  contrivance  of  bis  enemies, 
cvit  or  drink  surli  n  tfiing  as  causeth  such  a 
temporaiy  or  permaoeut  pbreozy,  as  acomtmm 
or  mur  estalca,  this  puts  him  into  the  same 
condition,  in  reference  to  crimes,  as  any  olh^ 
phrcnzy,  and  cqtially  cxcu'^eth  him.**  And 
the  second  is,  where  an  habiuiai  and  fixed 
phren^  is  oocarioned  bv  the  fiiult  of  the  \t>- 
snrc  prr'on,  in  which  also  the  Jefenrc  of  in- 
sanity is  giMxl.  But  from  both,  it  la  dear, 
thai  %  temporary  and  partial  'm^uu^,,9eo^ 
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aiooed  bjr  Uie  act  and  deed  of  the  parl^  accu- 
sed, it  not  of  that  nature  as  to  free  him  from 
Ubl  and  punishment,  for  offences  committed 
during  the  aiibaiateoM  of  such  cnniDal  de- 

lirium. 

It  is  your  busineM,  gentlemen  of  tie  jury, 
to  inquire  and  decide,  whether  these  two  rn- 
Jltances  are  not  to  be  ascribed  to  the  panel 
blaMelf,mMltolheiiiaaeiiea<»f  laiidanum.  It 
is  clear  I'ronj  Dr.  Farquharson's  evidence,  that 
the  fir!>t  of  the  two  was  imputable  tu  a  duse  of 
.laudanum  voluntarily  taken  by  the  panel: 
and  the  tvidioce  of  Miss  Kmbchy  joined  to 
the  testimony  of  Heid,  who  saw  him  on  the 
Tuesday  evening,  with  a  piiial,  in  which  a 
amall  quantity  of  htj;h  eoloured  li({tiid  re^ 
roained,  atfonl  convincing  evidence  that  his 
deranged  state  must  have  lu  a  gveat  measure 
perhaps,  wholly,  bom  o«mg  1o  tht  same 
cause.  Had  he,  on  this  la^t  occasion,  for  the 
first  lime  experienced  the  rftecls  of  that  dose, 
even  then,  would  the  auUiuiity  ot  lord  Hale 
.have  applied  tu  his  case,  Mid  diiafaled  him 
from  pleading  the  delirium  as  an  excuse.  But 
IwTing  ouce,  on  a  former  occaaioo,  suffered  so 
severely,  he  nMiat  Imvc  known,  and  is  to 
be  presumed  to  have  known,  when  he  swal- 
lowed the  second,  that  similar  consequences 
must  inevitably  follow ;  and  it  is  for  you  to 
eonaidar,  whether  that  circumstance  does  not 
oblige  vou  to  hold  him  atUl  more  ditoctly  ac- 
countable. 

^o  myself,  gentlemen,  it  appears  to  be 
.  iwpyed,  that  the  panel  was,  from  the  West 
India  fever  downward,  often  in  a  state  of  de- 
rangement, bntthat  attended  with  a  snffidenv 

degree  of  reason;  and  that  from  the  year 
17/9,  till  he  appears  early  on  the  Tuesday 
mornmL;  at  the  house  of  iieauslon^ur,  at  far- 
thest till  he  appears  on  the  preceding  Sunday 
at  Mr.  (Joldic's  manse,  there  is  not  the  smal- 
lest vestige  of  proof,  to  salistpr  you-  that  he 
was  in  that  stale  of  lunacy,  which  alone  catv 
entitle  you  to  sustain  the  defence.  The  evi>- 
deoce  of  Miss  Kinloch,  of  ^Walker,  and  of 
Reid,  as  to  his  conduct  and  demeanor  for  the 
two  days  previous  to  the  fatal  act,  ia  of  a  na)> 
ture  different  from  what  appears*  at  an  earlier 
period :  and  upon  its  weight  aud  suiiiciency 
you  will,  giving  due  attention  to  the  observa- 
tions I  have  made,  determine  with  impartia- 
lity, and  accordmg  to  the  dictates  of  your  own 
eaascience.' 

(Jentlenien  of  the  jurv,  I  have  thus  gone 
over  a  case  which  I  stated  in  the  outset  as  at- 
tended with  some  degree  of  dit^culty,  and  on- 
What  that  dithculty  is  founded  I  have  cndea* 
Toured  to  explain.  It  is  but  f  tlr  T  eitould  ac- 
knowledge, that  there  are  many  circumstances 
kttending  bia  eoadoet  during  the  48  hours 
prior  to  the  event,  which  arc  favourable  to 
the  defence ;  and  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Home, 
•f  wkat  passed  betwist  him  and  the  late 
Hit  Francis^  is  of  the  sane  nature.  It  is 
for  yen,  gentlemen,  to  consider  w  hat  weight 
^|w»e  circumstances  ought  to  have,  when 
ooaliMfad  -whb*  Om^  i^k  %  b»ie  aW 
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ready  ^suggested  iat  your  consideration.  It* 
be  had  nmn  really  inaaiae,  it  certainly  was 
the  duty  of  bis  friends  to  have  taken  long* 
ago  the  necessary  and  proper  step?  for  hav- 
ing liim  secured  ;  even  Still,  they  have  not 
advised  him  tu  plead  that  in  defence.  He 
admits  that  he  is  sane  and  well  at  this  mo- 
ment, and  that  he  is  competent  to  stand  trial 
befiove-  you.    The  rapidity  of  hh  reeo^fery- 
from  toe  alleged  state  ot  insanity,  and  the 
very  short  duration  ot  it,  if  it  existed  at  all,  &r 
to  a  sufficient  degree  to  exculpate,  are  notr* 
the  subject  of  your  hnpartial  and  acfhiot'delif-. 
beration. 

To  those  false,  idle,  and  indecent  reports,- 
which  I  understand  have  beeifteiwulated  oiii- 

ofdoors,  rcRpcctin!»  this  trial,  you,  gentlemen,' 
will  pay  as  htUe  attention  as  i  do.  You  know 
your  duty  too  well,  and  what  jus^  recprinss 
of  you,  to  be  biassed  on  cither  side  in  a  qiraM 
tion  of  this  nature,  or  to  be  influenced  by  any' 
thing  but  the  evidence  laid  before  you.  We- 
were  toM,  to  the  astuni^iunent  or  -usall,  ill' 
the  commencement  ot  this  trial,  that  even  the 
pulpit  itself  had  been  made  the  channel  of 
nisrepreaontatkni^  Be  the  man  who  he  may,- 
ve  cannot  hut  join  in  feeling  indignation  at* 
his  folly  and  indecency,  who  dared  on  the' 
eve  of  a  solemn  tnal  lo  anticipate  the' 
verdict  of  an  impartial  joiy,  or  touch  upon  a> 
subject  which  I  thought  every  man  had  felt- 
to  be  sacred  firom  discussion^  Gentlemen,  if 
any  of  you  have  heard  these  report^  or' 
listened  to  such  a  preacher,  I  am  sensible  you' 
will  disregard  them :  you  will  look  only  to< 
tiw'eeideoce  faoAwe  you,  and  deckle  upos-il^ 
like  boaest  men. 

That  the  evidence  has  come  out  more  fa- 
vourably fee  the  defence,  than  I  had  rccisun  to- 
expect  a  ledinK  of  ioaliGe  has  already  com-> 
pelled  me  to  acKnowTedge.  Where  the  force 
of  these  ia  weakened,  and  wimt  are  the  to- 
pics to  which  you,  on  ^  part  of  the  public- 
ought  to  attenu,  I  have  enaeavoured  to  point 
out:  should  tiie  result  be,  to  balance  the* 
whole  nestfly  equally  on  your  minds,  God  for- 
Ud,  that,  where  the  life  of  a  fcUow^creatore' 
is  concerned,  1  should  attempt  to  pervuade^ 
you,  were  the  attempt  likely  to  buccced,  that 
the  aeale  abouki  not  be  iacbnedto-tbe  akto  of 
mercy. 

Mr.  Hope  [afterwards  Lord  President  of  the 
€our»  of  Session].— My  Lord  Joatiee  Clerlr, 

and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury ;  I  feel  myself 
greatly  agitated.  I  have  waited  with  extreme 
impatience  for  the  present  moment;  and, 
now  thatit  iaeoroe,  I  wiah  I  may  have  either 
strength  or  recollection  to  give  utterance  tO 
the  multitude  ol  ideas  which  crowd  upon  me  ; 
the  flubject  really  overcomee  me,  and  I  hardly 
know  how  or  where  to  hcuin. 

You  have  heard  a  very  ingenious  speech 
from  tlie  lean^ed  lord,  and  I  must  in  justied 
add,  a  very  candid  one ;  a  speech,  in  point  ef 
candor,  just  what  I  expected,  and  every  way 
becoming  his  honourable  nund  i  indeed,  his 
^lillor  fMinod  tu  b»  ai  vananaB  wUk  bit 
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duty  aud abilities,  and  evidently  bclravtd  llim 
ifito  iaconsuiencies,  which  even  his  elo- 
quence could  nol  disguise.  But,  before  pro- 
ceeding to  reply  to  bim,  or  to  give  you  i^y 
own  obscrvatKuis  on  this  case,  there  is  one 
preliminary  view  of  it  which  I  cannot  refrain 
from  giving  you,  because  it  has  made  the 
strongest  impression  on  royseift  it  is  indeed 
affectiDs  beyond  nMunre,  and  teadwi  how 
vain  anu  fleeting  are  even  those  enjoyments 
here,  wltich  we  are  the  best  entitled  to  call 
our  own. 

Gentlemen,  I  desire  to  call  to  your  remem- 
brance tbe  honourable  testimony  which  you 
have  beard  of  the  prisoner's  chmcter  prior  to 
1780,  and  to  ooDtrastit  with  tbe  subsequent 
juelancboly  change.  See  him  entering  early 
into  the  arm  Y  the  second  son  of  an  honourable 
lieuse^himself  possessed  of  anindepcndent  for- 
tune, embracing  tiie  profession  of  a  soldier,  for 
^ory,  not  for  profit,  and  devoting  himself  to 
Ibt  service  of  nas  icoantry,  only  wt  hu  coun- 
try's sake  :  bce  him  cnterinj^  into  that  prufes* 
sion,  of  all  respectable  proleasions  the  most, 
fespectable,  himself  the  most  respected  officer 
in  the  line.  You  beard  the  character  which 
was  given  of  him  by  those  who  knew  him 
well,  who  have  come  from  the  extremities  of 
the  island,  to  which  the  summons  of  tUs. 
Court  could  not  have  reached  them  volunta- 
rily, to  support  a  fcllow.soidierindislrcfiSi  and 
wiio,  by  doing  justicn  to  Hm  cfaniMter  for. 
ffieiidship,  generosity,  benevoleiioe^  humsr 
nity,  and  every  social  and  amiable  accom- 
pUsbment,  have,  in  the  most  decided  man- 
mif  fnmd  their  own  title  to  share  in  tlie 
praises  they  bestowed.  "  Beloved  aud  cs* 
teemed  in  lus  own  regiment  by  both  officers 
«ild  <nien,  'iesp«eled  by  the  whole  line^  and  in 
every  point  one  of  the  most  amiable  cha- 
racters thcgr  ever  knew,"  were  the  words  of 
luacooipsaioiis:  nobleaod  generous  friends  1 1 
know  not  whether  to  adnire  most,  yourselves 
who  give,  or  your  now  unkMppyidoid  wbodo- 
serves  such  testimony. 

Such  was  major  Gordon,  when  in  irSO  ho 
soiled  to  the  West  Indies,  to  that  inalin;nant 
and  a«€uried  climate,  which,  has  been  the 
crave  of  miUioDs,  aadwliidi  SMBt  to  have, 
oeen  ceded  to  Europeans  by  th«  imth  of 
heaven,  to  be  a  scourge  and  punishment  for 
the  horrid  barbarities  lUey  liave  acted  there. 
8odi  was  he,  when  he  sailed^  comssaaiiioe 
a  regiment  of  his  brave  countrymen^  afi 
flourishing  Uke  himself iu  youth,  and  bealth^ 
aud  spirits.  View  now  the  dismal  malaa*. 
choly  change:  by  lieavens  !  I  cannot  bear  it( 
O  God,  thy  ways  are  just,  but  sure  they.are 
MKraUMe !  Ifvirtua,  honour,  and  humanity, 
ever  deserved  tbjrr&vaiH^  eWiMtitfaimheir 
possessors  to  success  and  prosperity  m  this 
life,  as  well  as  liappuiess  hcrcalicr,  surciy  the 
pmaer  would  hmhecn  the  objSot  of  thy 
care :  Init  lei  me  not  blasphenjc,  thy  pur- 
puses  rouM  he  bcrvedy  thy  will  be  done. 


Ijvn  then.  gcniisiiMn,  to.tho  sadi 


o^  sickness  and  of  phiensy ;  nursed  and  au 
tended  by  those  frieiids  who  have  here  bomsi 
testimony  in  his  favour,  and  whose  friendship, 
tbe  danger  of  contagion  coukl  not  deter  from 
administering  to  htt  relief.    View  him,  faff, 
tlieir  care,  restorexl  again  to  life,  only  to  cuise 
the  care  which  had  snatched  him  from-ttm 
grave.  View  him  now  returned  to  Britain^ 
alas !  how  chaagitds  cteogsd,  not  in  m 
only,  but  in  his  very  nature;  the  whole i 
absolute! Y  lost ;  and  the  amiable  aiid^ 
roos  Gordon  KinlsGbt  baooma  the  sulka,  mft> 
rose,  jealous,  and  tRwUesome  being,  which, 
be  has  since  occasioDaHy  existed.  Sefthoa. 
often  a  plague  and  affront  to  thai  AuMfmt 
which  ne  was  once  the  flower;   see  hia 
shunned  and  avoided  as  a  pest,  by  those  very 
persons  who  once  courted  his  company,  and 
thought  themselves  honoured  by.  nis-friend* 
ship ;  see  him  wandering  from  his  father's 
house,  coming  he  knows  not  whence*  gioio^ 
Jie  knows  not  where,  bat  i»  all  plaoea  aa  o^ 
ject  of  terror  and  aversion.   View  at  last  tbe 
concluding  scene  of  this  sad  tragedy^hia 
brother  fallen  by  his  hand^himiaB' Mm.  an- 
swering  for  his  murder;  think  fltt  this  tad 
change,  and  let  it  make  you  serious ;  tb'mk 
on  tile  prisoner's  fate,  then  think  of  tb* 
blessings  which  yoorseUea  aqioi^  aad  lifria 
make  you  grateful. 

Bu|,  eentlemen,  mistake  me  nots  tUiak 
not  that  I  have  thus  appealed  to  yourM 
because  I  have  need  ot  your  compassion, 
desire  not  mercy,  unless  you  can  give  it 
with  justice;  1  do  nut  think  1  Itaveoccasioa 
to  throw  the  picture  I  have  dnwa>  ialo  th» 
scale;  though  surely,  if  the  scales  were  even, 
it  would  indeed  turn  the  balance.  1  faa«e 
dwelt  on  this  subject,  not  aa  mueh  for  tte 
prisoner's  sake,  as  for  our  own.  It  ha* 
taught  me  a  lesson  of  huraiUly,  which  I  shall 
not  easily  forget,  and  which  none  of  you  ps»> 
haps  may  be  the  worse  to  learn.  It  may 
teach  us  all  to  acknowledge,  what  all  already 
know,  that  even  our  characters  are  not  our 
own,  and  that  our  very  virtues,  as  well  as  tho 
faculties  and  powers  of  the  body  and  mind, 
are  subject  to  disease,  to  altoation  and  dca^« 
It  may  teach  us,  too,  how  WMcttaia  asi 
worthless  a  reward  is  often  human  praiie« 
At  the  other  ond  of  the  island,  parliament  is 
now  employed  m  erecting  a  monument  to 
one  great  man,  who,  perhaps  fbrtUMialy  £i» 
himself,  d  *  <\  in  that  infernal  climale;  while 
you  are  desired  to  doom  to  death,  and  inlaa^ 
one  not.  less  amiihliri  who  unhappily  ear- 
vived  ii. 

But  I  will  not  longer  distress  your  fcclio^ 
to  which  I  have  no  occasion  to  appaal ,  wtim 
ther  will  I  aottla  jfmas  time  in  guarjho§.yaia 
against  those  prejudices,  which  I  krow  you 
must  have  imbibed  in  consequence  ot  the 
nnmeiable  and  infamous  calumnies  whicb 
were  propagated  on  this  subject.  If  you  had 
brought  the  most  inveterate  pn^iodtcai  vo» 
cour^  I aaa  aiMa  tb^y  anal  mmmmktm 
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hours  of  «bit4mi,  if  notsufficient  to  clear  the 
pritoner,  were  enough  to  convince  you  how 
irikly  he  has  been  ttbused ;  by  mme  more 
than  hy  myself;  not,  indeed,  by  propagating 
the  caiumnies  which  I  beard,  but  by  too 
MMy  Mfering  them :  befieving  io  sucfa  a 
degree*,  thnt  I  at  first  rrfn':cd  to  be  hi"?  rnnnsel; 
ana  at  last  only  consented  at  the  request  of 
»  rnmmen  and  rtopeeled  relation.  But  the 
very  first  inquiry  which  I  made  into  this  af- 
iur,  satisfied  mo,  how  mfich  init?slire  I  hnd 
done  the  pn&oncr,  and  I  trust  tins  day  that  i 
•iMll'iDake  him  reparation. 

Oentlcmcn.  faMi^ucd  a^  we  are,  I  shall  not 
ktoublc  you  with  going  into  the  evideoce  in 


'ihilllaln  the  great  fntiiTes  of  thb 

cause,  feferring  to  llie  particulars  of  the  evi- 
denee,  only  in  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to 
confirm  the  arguments  which  I  shall  advance. 

^t»  before  pronafine  to  the  evidence,  it  is 
ne^e'««riry  to  «ay  a  xvor(f,  nnd  but  a  word,  on 
ti»«  law  as  ianl  down  to  vou  by  tile  learned 
iord :  I  shall  not  pretend  to  enter  tb«  lists  of 
definition  either  with  the  learned  loni  liliu- 
teif,  with  M*Kcnaue,  or  with  Hale;  they  are 
aB-freat  and  tUe-ttm;  bat  I  suspect  much 
that  they  are  better  htn^fcfs  than  physicians, 
and  that  they  have  given  way  too  mtich  to  a 
jirofissieaai  propensity  to  subdivide  and  me- 
ttedlso.  Formy  pan,  I  shallnMtltempt  to 
rednee  madne?«^  to  fwrd  n\\es ;  nor  to  define 
!lbe  difiicrent  kinds  nnd  degrees  of  it,  which  I 
■Imi^  alwnyt  fsond  to  be  as  imnierons  and  di- 
Torsified  as  the  imtiappy  persons  who  were 
the  subjects  ol  the  disorcier.    i  shall  not 
spesdc  to  3fou  in  technical  language,  which 
none  of  us  probably  vodenlttra,  and  u  hich, 
:unirpplied  to  partictilarca*?'',  nrr!  Mnf-xplained 
by  examples,  conveys  to  niy  mmd  no  positive 
end  prease  ideas.  Indeed,  afteraU  the  learned 
■divisions  and  sub-ihviv'inns  of  M'Kenzic  and 
^Bale,  they  are  both  obliEed  to  confei*,  th.it, 
'^MMt  li#twMlBlMMfiiig,  *  the  jury  must  judge 
from  the  circtjmsMnCes  of  each  particular 
-case.    For  my  part,  I  think  there  is  but  one 
(^ist  and  practical  observation  on  this  subject 
in  either  of  their  works :  that,  w  bitever  may 
•be  the  frene ra!  nnrl  ordinary  degree  or  symp- 
ioros  ot  the  rhsurder  in  the  patient,  if  a  total 
inMirity  be  upon  bim>at  the^tiaie,  it  esdades 
the  'possibility  oF  gni!t  or  of  l  unislnnrnt. 
Tbtt  is  comtnon  sense,  and  it  r^iu  be  reduced 
iilttf  practice.   By  this  rale  I  desire  you  to  try 
^befnisotter ;  and,  if  you  wish  for  a  definition 
■cither  of  the  kind  or  r^e;^ree  of  his  insanity, 
fjoix  w»ii  find  a  better  one  m  the  evidence  be- 
fore ^ou,  than  in  the  abstract  and  speculative 
^6Bltion?  of  INI'Kenxie  or  Hale.    Ii  you  wish 
'^^tlie  kind  or  species  of  bis  madness,  the 
.wHilmii^tH'tell  you,  it>»aaof  that  kind  «9 
to  make  them  apprehend  mischief,  either  to 
himself  or  to  others  •  t"  make  him  apprehend 
jilDts,  and  mischief^  and  dan^r  from  all 
-wbuml  him,  particufarly  -his  bait  fiiands, 
which  Dr.  MoiTro  told  vnn  x^r*.'^  th»»  nevcr- 
'AMlisg/snd  stroagssi  symptoui  ot  entire  mad- 


say,  he  had  no  doubt  that  he  would  have  shut 
any  person  who  aUcmotcd  to  &cize  him ;  it 
was  of  that  kind,  whien  made  Fraser  think 
him  "  dangfrnua  to  mankind.^'  Descriptions 
like  these,  from  persons  who  witnessed  his 
behaviour,  are  worth  all  the  divnions  afl4 
definitions  of  the  learned  knd,  and  Us  two 
learned  authors. 

If  you  wish  Ibr  the  decree  of  his  disorder,  it 
is  in  some  measure  implied  in  tlic  above  de- 
scription of  its  kind,  and  can  be  farther  read 
in  tiie  advice  wiiich  every  person  gave  to  con- 
fine him,  and  in  the  preparalkms  which  the 
family  had  actually  mud e  for  coercion.  In- 
deed, his  madness  seems  to  have  passed  de* 
firtett  and  to  have  arrived  at  Its  enii^  as 
Fraser  emphatically  termed  it. 

If  therefore,  ccnllemen,  you  arc  satisfied, 
from  a  review  of  tiie  evidence,  that  his  case 
does  correspond  with  the  above  deaoiption  <tf 
it,  yon  will  acquit  the  prisoner,  althoasbywi 
should  uol  find  his  case  to  agree  exactfy  with 
tiie  presumptnmis  definitions  of  the  lawyers : 
f  rf-'^urnption  indeed  !  to  attempt  to  trace  the 
infinite  varieties  of  a  disordered  imagination, 
which,  even  in  its  sound  and  natural  state,  is 
the  most  boundless  and  unfettered  faculty  Of 
the  human  mind.  We,  gentlemen,  will  pursue 
a  humble  and  a  safer  path ;  and,  instead  of 
endeavouring  toarrai^e,  and  class,  and  define 
and  limit  mndness,  wc  will  endeavour  to  trace 
its  progress  and  etifects  in  ono  individual  un- 
happily afflicted  with  it. 

1  shall  now,  gentlemen,  proceed  more  di- 
rectly to  the  case;  and  I  wish  first  to  call 
your  particular  attention  to  an  ai^ument  and 
admbnon  of  the  learned  lord,  while  it  is  fresh 
in  your  recollection,  and  of  which  1  wish  you 
never  to  lose  sight.  It  is  decisive  of  the  case 
for  the  prisoner;  and  I  was  astonished  that 
the  learned  I  rd  could  dvrell  on  tlie  topic  so 
long,  without  observing  the  ^liacy  of  his 
argument. 

lie  admitted  that  it  was  proved  by  a  variety 
of  witnesses,  particularly  Uu-  ^rentlfrnen  frofn 
England,  that  the  prisoner  had  beeu  Ire- 
qimitly  deranged  to  a  very  considerable  de- 
gree. But  he  contcndrd,  that  their  tf^stimony 
roust  bv  thrown  entirely  aside;  because, 
Whatever  was  the  actual  degree  of  derange- 
mcnt  to  which  the  ymr]  had  f  rmerl  r  heen 
liable,  his  relations,  who  are  proved  to  have 
known  of  it,  did  not  conceive  H  to  be  total  or 
dangerous,  because  it  was  proved  that  they 
had  never  thought  of  taking  any  measures  for 
securing  him.  Now,  this  certa.iuly  proves,  as 
the  learned  lord  has  justly  stated,  that  his  de- 
rangement had  never  before  (except  in  the 
instance^  sworn  to  by  Dr.  Psnquharson), 
anicNifitBS  to  total  and  abecdule  insanity.^ 
That  his  disease  had  never  before  tome  to  a 
crisis,  to  use  the  cmphaticai  words  of  Mr. 
Fraser. — ^That  his  relations  were  not  afhnd  t>f 
miwhief  ibvm  bhn,  at  least  to  others.  Bet, 
bf»riiT!«o  he  rsever  before  n  as  totally  and  dan- 
gerously insane,  could  any  person  have  justly 

coadMl'MtewmwMtfbe^i  orM 


Digitized  by  Google 


983] 


35  GEOKCjE  in. 


Trtfil  of  Sir  A.  Gordon  Kudoch 


[m 


any  proof  that  be  was  not  at  the  time  of  this 
accident  ?  I  adnitt  in  the  words  of  the  learned 
lord,  to  which  I  beg  to  refer  you  while  they 
are  fresh  in  your  recollection,  that  his  derange- 
ment  oa  former  occasions  does  not  appear  to 
have  made  such  an  impretuon  on  the  iaraily, 
as  to  suggest  to  tliem  the  propriety  or  neces- 
sity of  ^optins  any  mode  of  coercbn.  I 
4u3niit  with  the  murned  lord,  that  the  iaipres- 
sion  which  his  family  had  of  liis  former  at- 
tocks,  is  the  best  evidence  we  can  have  of 
-their  nature  and  decree.   In  this  admibsion, 
4.  perfectiy  a^e  with  ray  learned  iriend.  I 
•desire  to  press  it  most  earnestly  upon  you,  for 
it  is  an  admission  from  which  1  will  not  suffer 
-kim  to  depart  But,  if  the  impression  which 
his  disease  made  on  his  family  on  former  oc- 
.casions,  is  lu  t>e  evidence  tfcuit  be  was  not 
totally  mad,  what  wiH  the  learned  lord  make 
of  the  impression  and  conduct  of  the  family  on 
■ihc  last  occasion?  What  will  he  make  of  the 
^cry  sarue  impressiou  cnlcriaincd  by  every 
friend  of  the  family?  Whiit  will  he  make  of 
the  advice  which  they  rcr  cived  from  those 
.friends,  whether  of  the  ^rotession  or  not?  If 
the  impresitton  wtiich  his  idtuition  nu^  on 
the  family  is  to  be  evidence,  and  it  certainly  is 
•the  best,  Uieo  what  was  their  impression  at 
4he  tine  <of  the  melancholy  event  r  Is  it  not 
•proved  that  every  member  of  the  family  was 
•.convinced  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  imme> 
dialeiy  securing  bim  ?  Is  it  not  proved  that 
every  friend  who  saw  him  was  of  the  same 
opinion  ?  Is  it  noi  I'roved  that  they  gave  the 
wmily.  and  in  particular  sir  rrancis,  informa- 
4ioD  of  their  opinion,  accompaoied  with  the 
most  earnest  and  decided  acivice  ?  Was  not 
.this  advice  sccooded  by  their  medical  friends, 
who,  to  the  common  ovscrvatiou  of  mankind, 
added  the  ceiti^nty  of  science  and  experience  > 
Did  not  this  impression  travel  with  the  pri- 
jMoex  Irom  place  to  place?  Wherever  be  was 
wtn,  did  not  persons,  without  communieatioa 
or  concert,  instantly  conceive  the  same  opi- 
.  nion  of  him  ?  tie  is  seen  in  Edinburgh  as 
«arly  as  the  98th  March  hy  Or.  Home  and 
Dr.  Farquharson,  who  communicate  their  ob- 
servations of  his  nvalndy  to  each  other.  Dr. 
.  Home  informs  sir  1  rancis,  who  instanliv  Iclis 
him  he  had  observed  the  same.   The  prisoner 
goes  to  Giltnerton  ;  his  siUiation  is  rtinarke<l 
^>y  hts  sister,  wbo  communicates  it  to  Mr. 
Somner ;  but  she  only  tells  Somner  what  he 
had  observed  before.  He  goes  to  Mr.  Goldie's, 
who  forms  a  decided  opimun  that  he  ought  to 
.  -be  secured;  Mr.  Goldt   -    s  to  Gilmerton  to 
imparl  this  opinion  to  Miss  Kinloch,  who 
4neet*  him  only  l>v  tclhiiK  him      it  --he  had 
already  aulicipatnl  his  auvicc,  and  iiad  sent 
So€  Sooioer.   Somner  and  Fraser  come  to  Gil- 
rri'^rfon  on  the  Monday  mornini;,  and  iidt  only 
advue,  but  urge  and  e^)Kj  sin  late  with  them  on 
'  Ihe  necessitv  of  securin«;  iiim.  At  last,  on 

the  faUl  night.  W'alki  r  seniU  frr.in  Bcanslon 
a  messaec  liy  }\eid,  to  send  up  all  the  servants 
Ibr  that  purpOM^ ,  and  Retd,  in  the  very  act 

.  of  delivQffipg  iho  n«iwce,  ii  ftigbtea«d  hy  the 


prisoner's  appcaraace.   in  the  coupe  of  the 
e\'ening,  M'Millan  interposes  with'  similar 
advice,  and  obtains  permission  to  write  for 
Somner;  and  how  docs  lie  write?  he  write* 
aj3  of  a  mailer  perfectly  Ikmiliar,  and  of  which 
they  were  all  perfectly  aware.   He  desirea 
him  to  come  imrTiedi-ately,  and  bring  with  him 
what  it  neceuar^.   Does  this  appear  vazua 
and  inexplidt  to  Somner?  Is  he  at  wof  nm 
to  interpret  it?  No;  ^nd  how  does  he  inter* 
pretitf  he  understands  it  at  once  to  mean  a 
keeper  and  a  strait  waistcoat ;  so  well  did  he 
know  what  the  family  thought,  aa<l  wfaM  ttltf 
had  intended  to  do.   When  he  comes  with 
the  apparatus,  docs  he  retract  his  advice,  or  do 
the  family  alter  their  opinion  i  Is  their  %»• 
pression,"  to  w-r  the  Icnnirr!  lord's  favourite 
word,  altered  or  dimumhedf  Is'o;  Somoer 
continues  to  advise,  and  they  to  iwilve:  iMl 
satisfied  with  the  assistance  in  the  house  of 
three  or  fitnr  mr-n  servants,  besides  a  post-boy 
from  HaJdiiigiun,  ttiey  send  for  three  labouren 
from  the  farm.   Here  is  another  tmpresiiiB 
fur  the  learned  lord,  an  impression  of  dangrr, 
as  well  as  of  necessity.    The;y  must  have 
seen  ten  thousand  eiicanistaneea  in  bw  Ma> 
viour,  which  cannot  be  conveyed  to  you  by 
description,  before  it  would  have  been  thought 
necessary  to  take  such  precautaona  as  these. 
But  we  are  told  that  the  farm  MViiits  were 
dismissed,  and  this  is  given  as  a  proof  that 
coercion  was  abandoned.   If  it  was,  the  event 
only  proves  that  it  was  must  fooiuhly  abatw 
doned ;  but  the  coiUriry  is  proved  ;  it  is  in- 
deed true,  that  the  labourers  wwe  dismtssed, 
under  the  ddosion  of  a  momentarf  calm ; 
hut  is  it  not  proved,  that  in  a  few  mTiHites 
they  were  again  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
coercion  ?  Is  it  not  proved,  that,  aAer  bis  hrst 
appearance  in  the  parlour,  the  servants  were 
called  in,  and  desired  to  be  in  readiness  in 
case  of  his  return?  When  he  did  return,  and 
sir  Francis  followed  to  teeure  him,  I  hsNwiM 
doubt  that  he  t^pcr^trrl  to  find  the  servants 
Standing  ready  to  assist ;  indeed  this  t%  dear 
from  what,  in  his  dying  momenta,  he  aaid  li» 
Dr.  Home ;  not  finding  tliem  there,  he  at- 
tempted it  by  himself,  and  by  his  other  brother 
Alexander;  and  well  wight  be  ackiiowiedge, 
it  was  roadnesa  to  do  SO. 

fSuch,  then,  was  the  imprr«;*ion  of  t'vr 
family  on  this  occasion  of  the  absolute  ueces* 
sity  of  seeurinc  him.  Had  it  bwa  aai  ■  w»* 
prrsiion,*'  only,  I  should  have  maintained  it  to 
be  ^ood  evidence,  even  although,  from  taise 
delicacY  or  other  motives,  it  had  never  gone 
beyond  an  impression.  But,  in  fact,  yai^ 
see  them  so  perfertly  s^;(t!sfipd  thnt  their  im- 
pression was  right,  titiat  tliey  procetxie<J  to  act 
upon  it,  by  making  most  wise  and  - 
preparations,  and  then  «:pnil'ng  aM  hjf  i 
judicious  and  ineffectual  attempt. 

But  their  tMempt^  though  mfri  to 
selves,  is  snfTicient  for  me.  It  is  belter  than 
even  the  learned  lord's  '*  impression  ;"  and 
proves  to  demonstration,  that  tiiey  wets  luUi 
wlailwdor  thttnithjof  ilw^  '  ' 
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ftvtned,  both  on  the  degree  of  his  deiaflge- 
meiit,  and  the  necessity  of  coercion. 
■  And  now,  gentlemen,  in  the  lace  of  all  this 
evidence,  in  opposition  to  the  opinion  of  every 

frifnd  who  s:i\v  liiin  ;   in  op|M;i'5ilion  to  the 
advice  of  every  protessional  pertK)n  consulted 
«•  the  pecvrion ;  in  opposition  to  the  iinpres- 
iion  of  the  family,  to  the  attempt  of  sir  Fran- 
ci<* ;  you,  silting  here,  wanting  the  strong  evi- 
dence which  they  had,  his  eyes,  his  looki>,  his 
l^stures,  hi^  toliM,  his  whole  deaeanor;  you  sit- 
ting here,  I  say,  are  desired  presumptuously  to 
detcrmioei  that  all,  all  were  mistaken ;  that  the 
pliioMii  was  tiot  iMd,  and  eoefekm  not  ae- 
©Wtary  ;   and  tliis  vou  are  desired  to  do; —  ; 
Whyi*  Because  he  killed  his  brother!  Won-* 
4lernil  conclusion !   If  any  thing  was  wanting  ! 
tacontirni  the  evidence  arising  from  the  opi-  | 
Dion  of  the  fnmilv,  that  fatal  event  puts  it' 
beyond  doui^t.  It  it  could  be  doubled  whether  | 
mt  FvaaeU  too  thought  him  totally  deranged ;  i 
I  answer,  he  has  sealed  his  opinion  with 
.blood.   They  had  been  taking  precautions  all 
night  against  daiif^r  and  oitsenief  from  the 
I'nNooer;  and,  when  the  dreaded  mischief 
happens,  it  is  given  you  as  a  proof  that  their 

Cecautions  were  unnece&sary ;  admirable 
gic !  that  they  apprehend  danger  is  clear. 
—Why?  They  have  told  you  because  they 
fhouslit  him  wad;  the  mischief  happens; 
mA  UMKt  winch  they  dmded  as  the  natural 
consequence  of  his  madness,  you  are  t  > 
-take  as  a  proof  of  the  soundness  of  his  under- 
atandine. 

GeutTemen,  I  am  tired  with  dwelling  upon 

thi**  toplr.    This  defence,  arisinf^  from  the  i 
cuutiuct  oi  the  taiiiily  is  such,  that  i  cannot 
.conceive  what  amtmrean  bemadetoit  The  | 

learned  Ion],  T  nm  ^vrr.  rt\n  mrikr  none  ;  for 
the  arEun>e4il  wa4  his  own,  and  most  sincerely  | 
do  I  mank  him  for  it.  For  my  own  part,  I  | 
think  we  have  proved  nmch  more  than  we 
were  bound  to  do ;  for,  if  there  had  been  ten 
times  less  evidence  of  insanity  by  others,  and 
,  'in oikhtefespeels,  I  think  the  conduct  of  the 
faroitv  would  be  evi(]ence enough. 

Gentlemen,  this  leads  me  to  put  a  Question 

'  to  tho  kamed  lord,  of  which  he  ooea  not 
?crni  to  he  aware.  He  has  contended  that 
the  prisoner's  malady  was  mere  raelan- 

.  cboly  and  da|»rasdon  of  spirits^that  he  was 
not  mad  —  was  in  the  perfect  knowledge 

■  of  risiht  and  wrontr — knew  friends  from  toes  ' 
—and  was  perlecliy  conscious  ot  tiie  nature 
-  .  «f  a  crime.  What  than  must  the  learned  lord 
say  of  the  attempt  to  confine  him?  Is  he 
prepared  to  sajr»  that  sir  Francis  and  the  fii>- 
iwly  ■were  in  a  Imd  conspiracy  against  the 
crisoner?  that  they  were  attempting  against 

«iitiii  a  crime  little  less  horrible  than  that  of 
vhieh  he  is  accused  ?    Is  he  aware  that  the  i 
piisooer's  conduct  would  then  have  been  | 
completely  justtfi»blc?   t':r,  if  there  is  any 

.  crime  or  attempt  in  nature,  which  may  be 
riiMdIad  by  the  death  of  the  aogfossor,  it  is  a 
coo?pirat  V  and  riMompt  lo  confine,  as  a  mad- 

^rmao^  »  l^autt^wbo  is  not  so.  ibe  IcanKd 


A.D.  I'm  im 

lord  was  not  aware  of  this  dUeiniM;  'biit  X 

wiH  relieve  him  from  it.  He  never  dreamt 
more  than  I,  of  charing  sir  Francis  with 
such  a  crime ;  and  thenlbre  he  mint  concede 
to  nie,  that  the  prisoner's  ^iti:alion  jus.lified 
the  means  that  were  attempted  to  secure  him, 
and,  if  successftil,  would  nave  justified  his 
confinement.  I  ask  no  more;  and,  if  the 
case  had  been  my  own,  I  would  have  re«ited 
it  here.  But  I  am  loo  much  interested  to 
omit  other  circumstances,  though  not  so  ma- 
terial ;  snd  therefore,  tired  ai  WO ars^  I  ihiok; 
it  my  duty  to  proceed. 
Gentlemen,  I  have  not  yet  done  with  tlw 

impression  of  the  family;  ihc  attempt  of  thO 
tamily  to  conhue  Uie  pru>oner,  is  not  only 
good  evidence  of  derangement  in  general; 
but  what  the  learned  lord  ob!>ervod»  of  tboir 
having  formerly  rie^^lected  to  do  so,  proves  to 
dcmonslraUuu,  (hdt  tiicy  never  would  have 
made  such  attempt,  but  from  the  most  over- 
ruling and  cruel  necessity.  If  the  impression 
of  the  tamily  is  evidence  of  the  existeoce  of 
derangement  in  general,  it  roust  also-lte  good 
evidence  of  the  measure  of  tliatderaneement: 
indeed  the  learned  lord  has  so  pleaded  it,  and 
I  entreat  you  to  keep  him  to  his  argument ; 
I  again  repeat,  that  I  entirely  agree  with  hia» 
that  the  circumstance  of  the  family  never 
having  on  any  former  occa&ion  taken  roea^ 
sures  for  conbning  trie  prisoner,  is  tlie  best 
evidence,  that,  in  all  the  former  instances 
which  fell  under  their  observation,  they  did 
not  thinic  the  malady  anrhrfsd  at  audi  a  fadgfat 
as  to  require  coercion. 

Rut  what  conclusion  is  to  be  drawn  from 
that  circumstance,  with  reference  to  their 
conduet  on  the  late  occasion  ?  If  they  did 
nMt  attempt  to  confine  him  formerly,  because 
they  did  not  think  hiui  Mifficientljf  deranged 
to  require  such  measures;  then,  their  attempt- 
ing 10  confine  him  on  the  late  occasion,  ought 
and  must  be  held  as  good  evidence  that  they 
did  then  conceive  his  malady  to  be  arrived  at 
that  criM  (as  f  raser  txpttssed  which  reii> 
dered  coercion  necessary,  both  as  the  means 
of  cure  and  the  means  of  safety,  if  an  argu- 
ment is  to  be  drawn  from  the  conduct  of  the 
family,  as  descriptive  of  their  opinions,  th  tt 
argument  must  be  allowed  to  make  tor  the 
prisoner  as  well  as  against  biro  The  fiunily, 
on  former  occasions,  says  the  learned  lord, 
did  not  think  the  pri'^oncr  totally  deranged, 
because  tiiey  neither  altempted  nor  intended 
to  take  measures  for  securing  him.  The  fa> 
milv,  on  the  last  occasion,  did  intend,  nnd  ae- 
tuaily  attempt  a^nsl  the  fK^isouer,  the  most 
narked  and  decisive  mean*  of  eoerdoB;  and 
therefore,  they  did,  on  this  occasion,  consider 
him  to  be  totally  insane.  This  is  sound  ar- 
gument and  sound  sense,  unless  my  uuder- 
standing  too  be  woeAdlv  derangiBd. 

Gentlemen,  the  conmtct,  however,  of  the 
family,  becomes  much  slruuger  evidence  of 
the  measure  and  degree  of  the  malady,  when 
the  nature  of  Ji-r-i^c,  und  llic  fceltnz;?  of 
the  taouiy  Mt  coosideied.    Ma4ncii»  is  a 
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Aiscase,  which  the  family  would  not  be  Very    sending  fur  the  aaaistance  of  the  f&rm 
williog  to  admit,  liod  slill  less  to  proclaim;  |  vants,  and  tiien  disiniasij^  them  on  ti>e  moti 
tiM  fever,  whidb  was  the  t^as  m  It,  hap*  {  eqtiitb^  appeanmee  «f  dwHannBI  k  ^ 


pencd  abroad,  and  seems  to  have  been  little  I  disorder, on  atbcr  on  the  faUacioussym^ 
known  in  this  country ;  for  which  reason  the  '  a  temporary  caliu ;  and  at  laat,  when  be  did 
Aimily  micht  justly  be  apprehenshre,  that  the  j  attempt  it,  doing  it  in  such  an  aadccided  aal 
world  woiud  conceive  the  malady  to  be  of  the  j  ineffectual  manner,  as  «karly  proves  the  coo- 
liereditary  kind.  I  say,  therefore,  it  is  a  dis-  fusion  and  disorder  of  his  own  mind,  and  bow 
Dffder  which  you  will  not  presume  the  family  i  much  his  feeliozs  were  strugglmg  wilh  his 
WMdd  be^ary  willing  to  admit ;  you  will  not  '  duty.  Had  air  Fvancis  been  •»inii  rnnk^kn 
^pIBbumc  lluif  ihey  would  make  any  unneces-  '  tcrtnincd  in  conductinc:  the  attempt,  as  he 
^■ry  exposure  of  their  h'lend's  misfortune,  1  was  convinced  of  the  oecessily  of  it,  tbc  pa- 
when  they  were  flure  tbatt  the  world,  with  «  eoaer  might  bow  haive  teealihwiiyhli  i» 
most  unclMritablc  perverseness,  would  turn  |  his  kindness,  instead  of  lamenting  bis  kMM, 
iiismislortunc  to  the  family's  disgrace.  When,  and  blaming  his  indecision.  Infatuated  coo- 
therefore,  you  sec  the  family  attempting  de-  duct !  unaccountable,  but  on  the  auppositioo 
'  pubUc  measures  againai  the  prito-  of  a  -struggle  between  his  feelings  and  his 


tier,  you  may  safely  conclude  that  it  was  not 
unnecessarily  done.  No  slkht,  no  common 
•degree  of  detungemept  would  drWe  them  1e 

measures  so  repugnant  to  their  feelings  so  rc-    this  family  affront  ?    But,  however  fatal  thil 


conviction :  for  what  else  could  make  him 
tride  and  hesitate,  after  iie  bad  once  taken  b» 
reaokrtioii,  but  hit  btUeiBeiiitanioD  to 


tmgnant  to  their  interest.  This  would  have 
Iwen  the  lair  presumption  even  if  there 'had 
l)een  no  evidence  of  the  feelings  of  the 
family  on  the  occasion  ;  but  it  is  not  lefl  to 
|»resumption ;  it  is  proved  inoontestably,  that 
the  family  did  'know  and  ftd  hcnr  deop^ 
tlieir  honour  and  their  interest  were  con- 
cerned in  the  measures  they  ^erc  talcing, 
^-flmcii  eeene  to  iww  been  pmioidarly 
idive  to  the  distresses  of  their  situation.  Has 
»ot  Praser  proved  toyou,thal,'when  he  urged 
him,  in  the  garden  on  Monday  forenoon,  to 
tMmire'tlie  pntMMr(hit  ainlbdy^bi  his  opinion, 
being  then  come  to  a  crisis,  as  he  empha- 


irresolation  waa  to  him,  however  cnial  to  the 
prisoner,  however  nuch  I  majr*  tts  a  naa, 
join  with  the  prisoner  in  depkiring  tfae'iad»> 
ciaton  of  bis  brother,  yet,  as  his  counsel,  I  did 
rejoice  to  iiear  it:  it  proves,  beyond  tne 
power^f  cnvil  or-^  aophistiy  to  obvmta,  with 
what  extreme  reluctance  sir  Francis  yrelded  to 
the  advice  of  his  friends,  and  the  convictioo 
of  hia  own  ecnsee:  it  protea^MMr  eompleteif 
he  must  at  last  have  been  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  coercion,  before  he  brought  him- 
self to  attempt  it:  it  proves  that  he  apfie* 
bended  still  greater  disgrace  to  the  fiuia)^ 
from  his  brother  being  at  large,  than  could 


expressed  it),  sir  Francb  seemed  much  i  arise  from  his  confinement :  it  proves  that 
voncenieo:  Bui  eoneenicd  4br  wbit?  Win  bedkl  ftot  atletaiiH to  teeure hilB,<tUI  be  Ml 

man    only  saw  that  the  affront  was  un  tvoididjle, 


leds  Bui  eoneenicd  ftt 

5t  for  the  prisoner  onlv?  No 


good 


'like  him  could  not  but  ieel  concern  for  a  bro-  | -but  that  censure  and  disgrace  wouid  fall  oa 
Hherin  locb  m  situation;  that  wouM  never  I  him,  if  he  resisted  longer  tbecoovictioeef 


-bave  struck  Fiascr  at  the  time,  and  still  leas 
would  it  have  orcuned  to  him  to  mention  it 


his  mindt  lie  faiiea  in  thn 

attempt  proves  his  c 


t  butdtt 

and  his  ImI 


now ;  but  he  added,  that  sir  Francis  seemed  i  breath  bore  testimony  ;lo  ttis  necessity  of  bii 


to  fcel  il  ts  n  finnily  affront.  These  w^  hie 
words ;  and  so  much  did  the  witness  consi- 
•derair  Francis's  coneern  ss  arising  in  part 
4nm  tfmt  causs^tfani  be  ItsiHiuiU,  bethought 
It  necessary  to  expostulate  with  him  on  the 
Mbject,  and  to  remind  him  of  the  varie^<ited 
Tiature  of  human  affairs,  and  the  impertect 
stale  of  happiness  below. 


conduct. 

Gentlemen,  were  theCHHtinyown,Iwodd 
leave  it  here.  I  can  new  stieaslben  it;  f 
cannot  ftussss  wbsi  sntwer  cinnnnMlsts 

the  evidence  arising  from  the  conviction  of 
the  family;  if  there  were  no  more  in  lh« 

cause,  I  must  prevail  prevail,  by  the  si- 

'  ' '  'of  the  prosecutor  bimsell^  fortheevi- 


And  is  sir  Francis  the  man,  who  you  are  '  dence  arising  from  the  conviction  of  the  fi- 

mily,  was  his  own  ar^iinent,and  1  t»vooaij 
'made  Ae 'proper  application  •f'il. 


to  supmise  would,  within  94  tiours,  not  onfy 
<diMet,«ut  himselr  peisomiDy  ettempi, « 


sure  which  he  considered  thus  to  bctiffronling 


proper  application 
But,  gentlemen,  on  the  psMtfthe  pri 


to  his  family,  without  the  most  decided  and  j  v^e  have  gone  a  great  deal  farther  ;  jrou 
t^ermined  cnnvictbn  of  the  necessity  of  the  |  the  clearest  proof  of  the  opinioa  of  tl 
yiainful  step  w hich  he  found  hioiscif  compelled  mily,  and  yon  have  your  nMes  'befbsa  -jSMf  •! 


to  take?  Still,  however,  you  See  that  he 
eoiild  not  divest  himself  of  bis  feelinn ;  tlte 
4nnily  tffram  nUI  appear!  to  -have  rait  on 

his  mind,  and  to 'have  produced  that  fatal  ir- 
TBSoluUoo,  that  false  delicacy,  that  criminal 
ll^ity,  I  had  almost  called  it,  which  was  the 
tnle'cause  of  the  unfortunate  event.  We  iuoA 
htm  directing  his  confinemrnt  one  moment, 
and  countermanding  u  the  uext;  at  one  tune 


desire  you  to  say,  if  either  the^e,  or  in  vodf 
memories,  you  can  hod  tuot  circumvtaoce. 


of  the  family  was  wrong,  that  their  meastrn 
were  unnecessary,  that  the  prisonsr  wM  ast 
insane:  I  know  you  cannot;  onthaasatwgb 
I  «oidd  iprove  to  yoo,  that  every  oiie  cir<lll» 
stance,  which  has  appeared  in  evidf-nre,  tttii 
mora  strongly  than  another  to  Jftti^7 
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opintoo  of  the  ^raily,  and  to  prove  the  pri- 
■oner's  complete  insanityi  had  the*  coDuncl 

of  his  fricoit  I|M»  ItM  MBviBCiBB  OIL  tiM 


nix  ms* 
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Pwiil  ootweary  you,  gentlnnen,  by  dtdall- 
iii§  the  evidence,  because  I  think  I  see  that 
you  are  already  with  me;  allow  me  only  to 
ncall  to  your  recollection  the  leading  circum- 
ikuiMS  of  tbe  caM.  Fifit  Id  me  a%k  you, 
gentlemeiit  is  there  any  thing  improbable  in 
the  alk^itiAD  that  the  prisoner  was  iusaoei' 
IWMheaaimKliely  person  to  teinMiMl:  Or 
was  he  not  just  such  a  man,  as,  to  use  his 
£|ther'a  prophecy  of  him,  would  one  day  be 
conSnedr  had  not  insanity  heeooM  in  Uni-aii 
habitual  disease  P  Was  nut  his  system  predts- 

Kd,  I  think  they  call  it,  to  this  disorder? 
it  not  a  most  adequate  and  melancholy 
CMMef  Will  it  he  said  that  a  We8t-Iod*'>  fever 
docs  not  often  leave  behind  it  occasional  de- 
miKeraeni?  Will  it  be  said,  that  il  did  notdo  so 
^ikm  prcsflnt  immnee?  Look  bade  upon  the 
•TideiKe  of  hin  brcthcr-scldicrs,  who  hrst  dis- 
cerned the  effects  of  the  disease}  a  body  of 
ovideoor,  wluch  I  was  not  at  all  surprised  to 
kitr  the  learned  loiddiiim  you  to  lay  out  of 
»,  Mark  the  progress  of  the  disorder; 
it  nut  been  proved,  that  his  family  and 
Ddl  thoui^t  it- growing  on  him?  Did  it 
■donee  before  end  in  confinement?  and  is 
it  so  extrauxdinary,  that  it  should.enfl  in  it 
Ogling  It  it4Mft  nattiTal,  nay,  is  it>  mit, proved 
to  yoo,  that  repeated  atiucks  of  insanity 
weaken  and  unhinge  tbe  mind?  Is  it  not 
known,  that  the  mind  in  that  state  preys 
tipon'itself^  and  that  every  attacit  of'tho  dis- 
order it  in  itself,  in  some  drc;rpe,  a  cause  of 
ita  Ddiirn  ?  Are  you  surprised  to  hod  insanity, 
<oo>  nithod  %  CMMi^  ift  one  who  hod  been 
occasionally  wibject  to  it?  Are  you  suriiriscd 
to  hnd  a  total  insanity,  in  one  who  had  been 
ofUn  partially  deranged?  But  has  not  tbe 
caose  of  the  present  attack  been  proved  ?  ur, 
at  least,  has  it  r.ot  been  traced  back  to  a  stroke 
which  his  mind  had  very  lately  received? 
Within  less  than  two  mennw  of  tne  Occident 
ho* had  lost  his  father;  it  is  proved  that  he 
iBned  him  with  the  mpst  filial  piety;  it  i» 
pwtod  tlwi  lie  poid  hhn  unconunoa  •llan* 
tion  during  his  last  illness;  it  is  proved 
that  he  was  extremely  affected  by  his  death. 
Were  it  neces«ary,  i  might  argue  that  this 
is  no  triflinft  ingrodknt  in  this  cause ;  a  man 
who  has  shown  such  warmth  of  affection 
far-nnogtd  parent,  at  a  time  when  those  in- 
ftwBlo  o«e  8  u  p  pu  sed  to  be  modi  oAwod,  H  not* 
the  man,  whom,  in  two  short  month*!,  you 
would  expect  to  find  the  wilful  murderer  of 
Ilia  brothet.  I  have  do  occasion,  however. 
Ibr  an  orffument  like  this,  and  therefore  shall 
not  dweU  upon  it;  but  it  improved  that  he 
waa  uncommonly  afiettcd  by  his  father's 
deoth :  Oenilemen,  we  bove  all  luflbied  the 
loss  of  dear  relations ;  I  hope  we  too  have  felt 
nil  that  nature  ouaht  to  feel.  But^  we  met 
 "    iwiih  iouudmindi  and  vigo- 


celviijg  the  consohuions  of  business,  of  philo- 
sophy, and  of  leligion,  and  of  al lowing .tbenii 

ail  their  proper  force;  we  gi-adually  resumw!- 
our  relish  fur  friendship  and  society,  and  were 
comftrtod:  but  can  aoiiroftnpivlendlo  say, 
what  effects  such  afflictions  might  have  harf 
upon  us,  if  we  bad  met  them  with  a  mini^ 
weakened,  unhinged,  and  shattered  by  pre- 
vious ealannqp?  had^msanity  been  lurking  is 
our  system,  can  we  say,  that  such  afflictim 
might  not  have  a»lled  it  into  action?  That  it 
did  so  with  the  prisoner,  is  proved  beyond  • 
doubt:  it  produced,  nt  fir^t,  as  was  most  na- 
tural, uncommon  depression,  of  spirits,  not 
Meieefdlnaiqr  grief,  but  sphat  Ibe  proncutor 
himself  admitted,  did  anoount  to  real,  hot 
partial  derangement;  this  was  followed  bjf 
an  uncommon  agitation  of  the  nervous  sy»« 
tem,  not  arising  from  intoxication  (aa  it 
seemed  once  attempted  to  be  proved,  thonob 
it  has  been  since  abandoned),  but  from  the 
progresi  of  Me  distemper;  this  wasaecem*. 
panied  with  a  restlessness,  an  incapacity  t»* 
remain  any  time  in  one  place,  and  a  desire  to 
wander  and  hurry  about,  whidi  would  of 
cuiirsc  increase  the  agitation  and  irritability 
of  the  system,  till,  bv  a  complication  of  causes, 
it  ended  in  thedcUriuiu  and  insamty  which  ia 
our  present  defence.   Is  there  any  thing  oik 
natural  in  this?  Does  the  effect  not  correspond 
'M'ltii  the  cause?  Is  not  the  disorder  just  what 
you  would-  have  eipected,  from  a  mind  ae 
previously  unhinged?  Were  not  the  conse* 
qucnces  just  what  you  would  have  espected' 
irom  a  mind  so  totally  deranged  ?  liib  friends 
and  family  thought  him  dangerous  both  to. 
himself  and  other- ;  had  the  mischief  hap- 
pened to  hiraselt.  as  it  is  too  plain  he  in* 
tended,  who  woulO'  lia«e  been  snrpritedf  Bnt* 
is  it  less  surprisiiig  that  it  '-linulff  happpn  to 
another?  Both  were  equally  dreaded  by  his 
family;  else  why  bolt  their  doors,  and  ^hy 
so  much  preparation  of  assistance  when  ilwaa 
resolved  to  seize  him  ?  Tho  trirnds  appre- 
hended danger  from  his  insanity,  and  when 
the  danger  happens,  which  they  dreaded,  it  is 
given  you  as  evidence  that  their  frars  were 
vaia{  amazing  conclnskm!  That  the  veij 
cimimttaace,  irhich,  if  there  were  any  daubt 
of  bis  insanity,  is  of  itself  almcst  enough  to 
prove  it,  should  be  considered  as  throwing 
doubt  and  perplexity  on  a  case,  in  which 
every  sool  ooncerned  bat  told  you  that  they 
had  none;  every  witnesewlio  saw  him  re- 
cently betore  has  told  you,  that  they  dreaded' 
niteroef  from  bis  insanity ;  the  mischief  liap- 
pens,  and  then  the  insinity  is  denied! 

I  think,  then,  pcnllemen,  I  have  shown, 
that  the  opin'on  of  his  family  is  completely 
corroborated  by  the  probabilities  of  the  case ; 
and  that  both  the  disorder  itself,  and  the  fatal 
effects  of  it,  are  exactly  such  as  were  to  be 
cncpeeted  firom  the  prevk)us  hiMis  and  sitna" 
tion  of  the  prisoner's  mind,  tinhinged  by  dis- 
ease, shattered  by  repeated  attacks  ofderangco 
roent,  and  at  last  shocked  by  a  gifievana  IM 
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Let  us  now  inquire,  genllcmen,  if  the  state  [ 
of  hit  body,  if  his  actions  and  his  conduct 
correspond  withiheopinioii  which  bis  £unUy 
had  formed. 

On  the  subject  of  the  slate  of  his  body, 
some  qiieslions  were  put  at  an  early  period  of  ! 
this  cause,  by  two  genllemen  of  tt>e  jury,  who 
worn  those  questions  I  perceived  were  nhlle- 
men  ut  the  profc^'<ion.  I  am  not  myselfquap 
lified  to  ju'i|?e,  whfthcr  the  circumstances 
they  alluded  to  are  or  are  not  proper  and  de- 
cisive symptoms  of  derangement.  But  I  con- 
clude that  they  are  jrood  judges ;  and  I  (Ic^ire 
^uu  only  to  judge  of  the  prisoner's  condition 
the  questions  which  they  put.  One  of 
ttiem  put  this  question  to  Mr.  Somner,  if  want 
of  sleep,  and  an  uncommon  capacity  to  resist 
tile  calls  of  hunger  and  the  impressions  of 
•old,  were  not  usual  and  decided  symptoms  of 
insanity?  Mr.  Somner  told  you,  that  his  ex- 
perience ot  the  disease  did  not  enable  hiin  to 
give  a  decided  answer.  Still  less  does  mine, 
although  I  rertaiiily  have  heard,  that  those 
are  usual  and  strung  marks  of  madness.  I 
frewme  at  least  that  the  gentleman  though  i 
10,  who  put  the  question.  I 

Let  us  now  then  examine  hisMtuation,  with 
•  view  to  this  question,  and  see  what  answer 
It  suggests. 

As  to  want  of  sleep,  it  is  proved  beyond  all 
controversy^  that  tins  was  his  constant  com-  | 
plaint.    Miss  Kinloeh  has  proved,  that  on 
Sunday  he  was  wanderitifr  the  whole  night  up  I 
and  down  the  house  of  Oiltuerton,  from  room  i 
1o  room,  and  tossing  himself  on  every  bed,  | 
When  his  brother  and  M'Milkn  saw  him  at 
Haddington  on  Monday,  at  the  time  when 
Somner  brouglit  him  to  the  inn,  it  is  proved,  j 
that  when  his  brother  asked  him  how  he  did, 
he  answered,  •*  Oh,  Sandie,  I  am  very  ill,  I 
cannot  sleep."  It  is  proved,  that  late  on  Mon-  j 
day  evening,  he  maoe  his  escape  from  them ;  | 
as  they  were  carrying  him  to  Gilmerton ;  and 
it  is  also  clear  that  ne  had  waiulered  in  the  I 
woods  til  that  night.  It  is  therefore  csta. 
Uished,  that,  for  two  nights  at  least  previous  i 
to  the  accident,  he  had  not  closed  nis  eyes,  ! 
besides  the  constant  complaint  of  want  of 
sleep,  to  which  he  had  been  previously  sub- 
ject.   Walker  at  Beanston,  indeed,  seems  lo 
think  tliat  he  slept  some  hours  while  in  his 
Iwuse;  I  think  this  estremely  doubtful,  from 
the  condition  in  which  Walker  found  both  | 
the  prisoner  and  his  room,  when  he  went  up 
to  waken  him.    But  let  it  be  held  thai  he 
slept  at  Walker's,  I  will  yield  that  to  the  pro- 
leeutor;  but  still  it  is  proved,  that  want  of 
alen»  was  his  constant  complaint.    It  was 
wobably  both  the  caose  and  the  elleet  of  his 
aixease;  and,  if  he  did  sleep  at  Beanston,  and 
vet  awoke  in  the  outrageous  sute  which 
Walker  and  Reid  have  described,  it  only 
proves  more  strongly  the  settled  and  serious 
nature  of  his  malady,  which  gained  ground, 
notwithstaudmg  a  comforuble  sleep,  the  most 
likely  and  effectual  means  of  producing  an 
dbafwBt.  Wbelber,  therelu^y  be  ale^  or 


not,  is  indifferent  to  tne;  if  he  slept,  aud  yet  I 
awoke  mora  deranged  and  outraceoos  Iban  | 
ever,  the  more  violpnt  and  decided  must  be 
his  insanity.    If  he  did  not  sleep,  tiien  it  ac- 
couDtS  (ot  the  degree  and  progress  of  the  ^  | 
case.    But  for  me  it  i?  enough  to  show,  that 
waut  of  sleep  was  his  constant  com^lsuil,aiid 
that,  in  fact,  he  had  not  cloied  bis  eyes (A  | 
Sunday  and  Monday  night.   Follow  bin  lo 
Gilmerton,  and  you  will  find  the  same  com-  ' 
plaint.    When  sir  Francis  had  seen  hiiu  lo  , 
nis  room,  and  asked  him  how  he  did,  he  an- 
swered him  by  complaining  that  he  could  not 
sleep  nor  rest;  and,  in  point  of  fact,  vou&od 
that  he  was  spending  tnat  night  in  tne  tsnw 
restless  and  agitated  state  as  the  two  pre- 
ceding, for,  at  three  in  the  momiog,  nba 
the  accident  happened,  he  had  not  closed  kii 
eyes,  and  was  waaderiog  through  the  houK,  ' 
If  then,  gentlemen,  w:int  of  sleep  be  a  synp-  I 
torn  of  insanity,  as  I  do  believe  it  to  be,  biAh  ' 
from  my  own  information,  and  from  the  ques- 
tion put  by  one  of  yoursclvef.  I  think  it 
mxtved  in  this  case  to  no  ordinary  degree. 
But  I  also  believe  that  want  of  utep  b  dm 
only  a  symptCMn  of  insanity,  but  conlnhult* 
powerfully  to  the  progress  and  violence  oJihe 
disease ;  in  which  case,  this  circumstaaoc  ac- 
quires additional  importance,  and  fiiUy  ac- 
counts for  the  disorder  having  made  audi 
rapid  progress  in  so  short  a  time. 

Now,  as  to  his  resisting  the  calls  of  hunger, 
we  could  have  brought  complete  evidence  oo 
this  subject,  if  our  tatigue  had  admitted  of  it;  , 
for,  we  have  every  person  in  waiting  in  wfaote 
house  he  had  been  for  at  least  a  week  bcfon. 
Rut  enough  is  proved,  to  establish  that  one  of 
his  symptoms  was  a  total  waut  of  appetite. 
Dr.  Home  and  Dr.  Farqulwrsoo  have  proved, 
that  a  total  want  of  appetite  was  one  of  his 
complaints  some  time  beture  he  kit  Edm* 
burvh ;  and,  to  come  nearer  the  fatal  evcat,! 
ihiiik  yuu  have  every  reason  lo  believe,  that 
be  had  not  tasted  food  fur  at  least  43  hours 
preceding.  Mr.  Goldie  has  proved  to  yuu, 
that  be  arrived  at  his  house  ffom  Doobtf  | 
about  half  past  three  on  Sunday ;  consequcndf 
bis  last  meal  that  day,  roust  have  been  his 
breakfast  at  Dunbar.  He  refused  to  est  st 
Mr.  Goldie's ;  and,  though  he  asked  for  a 
hitle  toddy  r^bal  witness  has  told  joa  that  be 
was  nnahio  to  cany  it  to  Mo  bead.  Be  is* 
roained  with  Mr.  Goidie  near  two  hours;  aot). 
before  he  arrived  at  Gilmerton,  it  is  proved 
that  dinner  was  over,  that  he  refused  Ideal, 
and  in  fact  he  took  nothing  but  a  little  boodf 
and  water  that  night.  t)n  Monday  morninj 
it  is  clear  that,  instead  of  food,  he  bad  ui^eo 
poison,  to  counteract  which,  be  wna'mada  li 
drink  several  gallons  of  hot  water,  a  circum- 
stance which  would  add  to  the  debility  oi  |us 
system.  He  left  GUmerton  on  Monday 
two;  and,  after  going  half  way  to  Edinbor^^. 
he  returned  to  Haddington,  where  Somner  j 
broi^ht  him  to  his  Ivother  and  M'MiUso*  I 
and  there  it  is  proved  Uiat  be  could  nol  cal 
•liboufb  pfMiod  to doii>  •!  wf^tm  mm  i 
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hit  escape  (vmh  4lie  cfciise,  imd^  wStm  mo* 
dering  in  ihc  woo<ls  all  night,  arrived  at  Wal- 
ker's at  Beanston  about  five  in  the  morningf : 
and  Walker  has  proved  thai  he  had  notlung 
there  but  a  saucerful  of  tea;  some  toastea 
bread  w;t«?  brought,  but  he  rould  not  eat  it ; 
from  tiiat  he  weut  home  toGilinerton,  when 
It  is  proved,  that  though  he  once  asked  for 
tncat,  he  could  nnt  eat  it  when  il  wa^  brought. 

If,  then,  a  want  of  appetite  fur  food,  be 
saothersymptofnof  iMMUty,to  whstttrongcr 
degree  would  you  wish  it  to  be  proved? 

Patience  of  cold  is  stated  as  anottter  symp 
torn;  do  you  desire  evidence  of  thatf  bec 
him  wandering  all  night  throuitb  the  house  of 
Gilnirrton  almost  Tiikcd;  anJ,  if  that  will 
not jati^ty  you,  follow  ium  to  the  woods  of 
Beenston,  and  there  view  him,  **  stretcfaMl 
out  atul  Viloachln.:  in  the  northern  blast," 

Let,  tlien,  the  geuUcmmn  of  the  jury  who 
|Hit  tMt  questHm  receive  his  mswer,  mt  pa- 
tience  of  hunger,  cold  and  sleep,  are  symp 
toms  of  insanity,  and  that  they  concinredin 
the  prisoner  to  no  ordinary  degree. 

So  far  then,  I  say,  that  the  opinion  end  im- 
prcf^siou  of  the  fauiiiy  is  again  confirmed  by 
the  state  of  the  natural  functions  and  appe* 
titM^of  the  body,  es  well  as  the  tenor  or  nia 

Now,  look  to  his  actions  and  his  conduct, 
to  his  demeanor  and  whole  behaviour,  from 
which  every  iNotettOMtl  »•&  hu  tuld  you 
ihnt  !!i«sanity  is  most  easily  perceived.  But 
aiasi  gentlemen,  all  these  circumstances, 
"Which  made  luch  impiession  on  the  wit. 
nesses,  are  lost  upon  us  Description  fails  us 
liere;  language  cannot  describe  looks,  and 
Mstureft  md  demeanor;  there  Is  indeed  e 
lar.^iKii^e  of  the  eye,  but  it  can  be  expressed 
Wily  by  the  eye,  and,  wlien  tliat  is  not  seen, 
the  impr^s^ion  cannot  be  conveyed.  Vou 
have  indeed  been  toM  of  the  wildness  of  hb 
locks;  but  you  cannot  conceive  this  by  de- 
scription, nor  can  you  understand  llie  deg;ree 
of  wildness,  otherwise  than  by  its  efiecu  on 
those  who  saw  it,  fAey  beliovcl  Ulm,  from  his 
Jooks,  to  be  totally  aerskoged,  and  yim  must 
MtevelftcMi. 

As  to  his  geslutes  end  demeanor,  turn  to 
the  evidence  of  Fravcr,  of  Walker,  of  Reid, 
and  Somner.  1  will  nui  luliuw  them  rai- 
aatety.  But  you  cannot  have  forgot  Fraser's 
description  of  his  loading  the  blunderbuss  on 
Jdondaj  foreuoon*  But  surely  the  loading 
nf  •  bhinderbuM  or  pistols,  by  a  person  just 
strppinji  into  liis  chaise  for  a  journey,  is  in 
itoelf  neither  an  uncommon  nor  a  terri6c  oc> 
dUriente;  and  yet  Fraser  told  you  he  was  in 
ihe  greatest  alarm,  and  expected  every  mo- 
ment to  ?cp  the  blunderbuss  levelled  at  him- 
self. What  alarmed  him,  I  say?  Not  the 
mere  loading  of  the  blondorbuss.  Bot  he 
had  marked  his  mad  demeanor.  It  wa^  \\\<i 
hu  looks  and  e^stures,  the  terrible  agita- 
ttcm  of  his  whole  name,  which  was  soon  af- 
trrwanN  observed  by  Somner,  even  when  the 
prisoner  was  half  coocetled  hy  his  ctaAte. 
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tUti  most  decioed  conviction  of  hb  insanity ; 
and  their  opinion  ought  to  carry  conviction 
to  you,  for  it  is  their  ^inUm  in  this  ca^se  to 
which  you  ought  to  give  weight,  and  not  to 
their  description,  which  cnn  give  no  tdtqwett 
idea  of  his  condition  and  behaviour. 

Recollect  also  themnnberlesecircunstaacet 
to  which  Somner  has  sworn  Begin  with  the 
scene  at  Haddington;  view  the  prisoner 
wandering  from  the  room  to  the  yard,  fron 
the  yard  lo  the  garden,  from  the  garden  to 
the  street,  from  the  street  back  to  the  room, 
in  i>uch  a  manner  and  sucti  a  cuitdiuuii,  tliai 
you  see  it  was  thought  necessary  to  give  the 
o«itler  orders  to  %vntrTi  hirn.  See  him  next  on 
his  road  to  Gilmerton,  whither  bis  friends 
were  carrying  hnn  for  the  best  of  purposes, 
making  his  escape  from  the  chaise  in  the 
middle  of  a  dark  and  dreaiy  ni^dtt.  From 
what  and  lo  what  did  be  escape  ?  lie  escaped 
from  his  best  ftiands,  Iton  those  who  meant 
his  good,  from  his  onlv  means  of  cure,  to 
wander  in  the  woodi>  oi  ik>anston,  an<l  dwell 
with  the  beasts  of  the  field.  And  yet  this  is 
Ihf  k  riowled?c  of  good  and  evil,  of  friend  and 
foe,  which  you  are  desired  to  ^lieve,  although 
I  observed  that  the  prosecutor  never  onee 
ventured  to  put  those  questions,  after  the  re- 
mark which  1  made  upon  them  during  the  es- 
amination  of  Mr.  Somner. 

But  let  me  proceed  with  the  deposition  of 
that  gentleman.  Follow  him  on  the  fatal 
ni^ht,  and  you  will  hnd  iiis  account  of  the 
prisoner's  behaviour  pregnant  with  innu- 
merable proofs  of  the  most  decided  insanity. 
Ub  perpetual  restlessness,  his  incoherent  con- 
ytnmo.  hb  threats  to  shoot  8omner  at  the 
head  of  the  stairs,  his  affection  for  sir  Francis 
at  one  moment,  his  buspiiion  that  he  had 
poisoned  him  the  next,  his  watideriu]^  throu||h 
the  house  half-naked,  and  lastly  hisftanUe 
and  outrageousjgestures,  when  hf  rame  'lown 
to  the  panour  fust,  when  the  tinal  resolution 
was  taken  to  secure  him,  and  again  mt  the 
lime  of  the  infatn  itcd  and  ineffectual  attempt. 

If  these  circumstances  in  his  conduct  aro 
not  thought  suflkient  to  support  the  opinion 
and  sttempt  of  the  family,  turn  to  the  evi- 
dencf*  of  VValk^r  and  ftf  Reid,  nnd  Y'>u  will 
bud  abuiidaul  contirmation  ;  1  wiU  uoi  lepcat 
what  they  have  told  you ;  they  were  among 
ttic  In^t  witnesses,  and  I  saw  the  strong  im- 
preobiuu  which  their  evidence  made  on  the 
whole  Court:  one  circumstance  only  I  win 
mention,  th(  vi  ion  uf  the  light  from  heaven 
and  the  buriung  bush;  visions  such  as  this, 
are  the  constant  e^cts  of  a  disordered  imai- 
gination^  and  the  horrors  of  them  never  fiul 
to  increase  the  insanity  by  which  they  aie 
produced. 

I  leave  Ihe  rest  of  Walker  and  Reid's  evi> 

dence  to  your  own  recollection ;  I  am  sure  it 
made  a  sufficient  impression  on  you,  and  I 
think  I  may  voiture  to  say.  that  not  one  of 
you  would  have  chaneed  placea  with  thciD» 
to  be  loid  pf  the  Brilifb  eoptiv.  .  « 
3  S 
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But,  eeiitleihen,  eitspl  vour  ^ewi  b^yood 
the  ratal  event,  and  yon  will  find  that  the  im- 
pression of  the  faniU^  continued  exactly  the 
«feilM;  what  was  timr  £rst  inEtindife  move- 
mtatf  Was  it  to  apprehend  a  felon?  No; 
It  mtfM  to  seize,  overpower,  ami  secure  a  mad* 
man,  it  wis  to  cany  tnlo  feMcuCioo  Ibe  «l- 
tempt  which  sir  Francis  had  so  egregtously 
mismanaged,  in  short  it  was  to  apply  the 
strait  waistcoat,  and.  this,  in  the  stroogeft 
Manner,  netablished  the  upiaiaa  tf  tbc  faniiy 
#b  the  nature  of  the  deed. 
.  From  his  behaviour,  bommef,  afler  the 
meddmn^  the  learned  kra  hat  drawn  the  only 
iUnglike  an  argument  in  support  of  the  pro- 
•editiott;  he  argued,  that  he  could  not  be  io- 
mm9,  because,  after  the  event,  he  reoollcelai 
what  he  had  done ;  but,  gentlemen,  that  by 
no  means  disproves  his  insanity.  The  most 
complete  insanity  is  not  attended  with  a  total 
liMiefinemorv;  «teohow  could  madmen  re» 
aiember  Iherr  keeper,  and  those  circumstances 
which  make  them  stand  in  awe  of  him. 
Kay,  hi  tone  pdntt,  the  mMMvy  of  nadnen 
is  most  perfect  and  tenacious ;  they  never 
forget  an  injury,  they  never  forget  their  re- 
Tcnge;  but,  gentlemen,  the  recollection 
which  the  prisoner  showed  of  the  fatal  event, 
must  be  taken  altogether,  and  then  the  argu- 
ment founded  on  it  falls  instantly  to  ibe 
ground.  How  did  he  recoHect  the  event  r 
Did  he  recoHect  it  as  it  really  happened?  Did 
he  recollect  it  unconnected  with  those  frantic 
'BOtiont  which  he  had  previomly  eenceivedl 
What  (lid  he  hay  to  the  servants  who  seized 
him  ?  he  called  out  to  them  to  let  him  alone 
for  he  had  not  an  hour  to  live :  does  not  this 
ivrove  that  he  was  still  under  the  impression, 
that  his  Lruther  had  poisoned  him?  liemero- 
ber  loo, 
had  been 
liberaite  p 

that  what  be  did  was  in  self-defence.  And 

Ct  Ibis  is  the  recollection  firom  which  the 
rned  lord  w)o«ild  infer  the  soundoenof  his 
-tmderfttanding.  Dr.  Monro,  however,  who 
knows  a  little  more  of  insanity  than  eitlier  of 
US,  gave  you  his  opinion,  that  such  graandleeB 
Jealou<<i(<6  and  suspicions  against  fiends  and 
reiattons,  was  a  constant  and  certain  nutfk  of 
wefTCct  fliadnesB.  What  the  (nrttoner  Um^ 
lore  said  of  the  event,  most  be  considered 
more  as  the  creation  of  a  disordered  imagina- 
tion, than  the  impression  of  a  sound  and  sane 
■MOKiy.  But,  rays  the  learned  lord,  we  iind 
4lim  perfectly  recoIlecte<i  a  few  days  after- 
wards in  Haddington  gaol;  and  he  seemed  to 
•Inat aoiapid  a  aKoeery  aa  hwpeerible.  Bat, 
first,  I  deny  that  he  was  perfectly  rccullectrd. 
He  may  have  been  so  at  times;  but  Dr. 
Farquharson  has  expressly  told  you  that  he 
-ttaad  him  often  very  incohcfant;  as  to  his 
rapid  and  perfect  recovery,  I  wond«r  in  what 
part  of  the  proof  the  leariwd  lord  tbund  that; 
Vt.  Monro,  and  Mr.  BeM,  tiideed,  wiM  vWlefl 
tbiro  only  for  a  few  minutes  once  or  twice  a- 
weelc^  did  /wt  tbeefva  ianwtyi  bat  i^y 


uromer  naa  poisonen  lunir  itemero- 
wltat  he  said  to  Mr.  Goldiei  tiiat  he 
I  aoitened,  and  ^t  there  was  a  da- 

plol  to  murder  him  that  night,  and 


meet  eaadsdiy  end  ideBlificallv  told  too,  tiitt 

this  could  aflurd  no  proof  that  he  might  not  be 
olieu  incoherent  at  other  tiotes ;  accutdtn^y 
Drs.  Uuma  and  larqiihanon,  who  aa«  tm 
daily,  sometimes  twice  or  thrice,  Uuve  told 
yv>u  tliat  he  continued  to  be  frequeniljr  do* 
ranged;  nay ,  did  nal ha eaea  behave  is w 
outrageous  a  manner  as  to  determine  cn^^or 
Mackay  never  to  return  to  see  him  ?  did  not 
ba  say  so  lo  Dr.  Home,  as  they  went  dowa 
the  alain  of  the  priioa  ?  and  did  not  tin 
doctor  answer,  that  it  would  be  absolulelv  dc« 
cessary  io  appiv  the  strait  waistcoat,  li  he 
continued  equally  ontrageous?  What,  tbere* 
fore,  could  the  learned  lord  mean  by  a  n{iid 
recovery  ?  That,  in  some  short  time,  he 
aampanlhraly  heuer;  that  nnw,  at  tfcaifr 
tance  of  two  months,  he  is,  thank  God,  «i 
well  as  his  grief  and  sorrow,  and  anxiety,  will 
permit  him,  is  true;  but  that  bis  recovex; 
was  ao  rapid  and  aaliaoidinary  aa  to  tbme 
doubts  even  on  the  existence  of  his  disorder, 
I  am  sure  that  no  man  who  hears  me  aiil 
believe. 

But  the  learned  lord,  iu  this  fell  intoa  mi> 
nifest  inconsistency ;  he  has  now  argued  tint 
he  could  not  be  very  much  dcran^d  at  thi 
&tiil  moment,  because  he  became  so  &oui 
well;  but  the  learned  lord  was  pleased,  ia 
another  part  of  hu  speech,  to  maice  a  OKicii 
more  rapid  reeovary  for  the  prisoner,  tbsa 
that  which  he  has  treated  as  impossible.  lie 
•eemed  verycandidJy  to  admil^  that  bis  be- 
haviour at  WaMm^  at  Baanaloii  waa  tadi, 
that,  if  he  bad  comnuttad  miecbief  on  him,  it 
could  not  have  been  murder,  on  account  of 
his  insanity.— This  was  aiK>ut  six  o'clock  ta 
the  afternoon ;  and  yet,  bv  thraa  BBilaMnb 
in?,  thst  is  in  nine  hours,  he  supposes  such  s 
gaf  kd  recovery  as  to  make  that  murder  tbca, 
wfafeh  wovM  have  been  midnaaiatllriaiim 
This  is  A  cure  infinitely  roeea mmukuM,  te 
the  prisoner's  recovery. 

I  will  not,  gentlemen,  dwell  tm  hmiBt  M 
yie  case  of  lord  Ferrers.  *— It  agrees  in  as 
point  with  this,  but  that  the  word  tnadaai 
occars  m  both  ;  lord  Ferrers  did  not  iail  it 
proving  that  be  had  been  occasionally  d^ 
ranged  but  he  failed  totally  in  proving  tluth* 
wasderanged  atthetimc^  or  rather  it  wasdeaify 
proved  that  he  waa  hi  hu  perfect  acMee;  M 
we  have  not  only  proved  previous  dcr^ngv- 
ment  to  no  slight  degree,  but  a  deran^meot 
at  the  time,  craduaiiy  increasing  uil  itfodid 
in  a  ondiaf  aeliriuni ;  lord  Ferrera  wm  prtfvtd 
to  have  acted  from  the  most  delcrmix>ed  ^^ 
vengOj^g^^  tP^have  hud  hi^^schemes  in  Ux 

lice  in  the  prisoner  here,  ibough  once  at- 
tempted to  be  proved,  is  now  ezpressiy  g*w» 
op ;  and,  as  for  dehberation,  it  la  absurd  H 
talk  of  it.  in  short,  while  jmice  and 
exist,  the  cases  of  lord  IVrrers  and  of  the  fn» 
soner  will  ever  be  r^puxled  ^  m  eaaa  off^ 


•  aeporled  in  thia  CteliectiMi,  Vol.  1^  9- 
885. 
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I  think  I  am  now,  gvntlemeti,  drawing  to  • 
conclusioo.  I  think  I  have  marked  ttie  greui 
and  IvBdifif  tetdm  of  this  case,  to  vtifeh  k 

is  firoper  ror  you  to  direct  your  attention ; 
many  things  I  have  no  doubt  omitted;  soroe 
indeed  I  tmve  omitted  hy  design,  tor  1  wished 


OcftlleocD,  this  h  1  question  of  nomo 
aictly.  You  have  tlit  iestiinouy  of  certain 
witooHe^  tbftl  lie  was  comdand  eoberent 

in  his  answers ;  auid  you  itave,  on  the  other 
hand,  evidence  that  he  was  totally  dfranji;rd 
^  by  a  lever  in  the  We&t  Indies,  in  repaid  u>  «i 
apt  Id  diHi  icty— r  attnlioD  ^oin  the  leading  ;  mer  period,  the  conduct  of  the  family  with 
«lrciiinslanco9  oftbe  case ;  and,  rflying  on  the  '  respect  to  him,  i?  aHo  to  he  rnn^-idrrcd.  It 
goodness  of  my  cause,  I  wisii  you  to  retire, '  ' 
Sflftte  yen  att  coniplelnjr  eihtnstod;  for,  the 
«)undcr  your  jud^cDt,  the  more  Certain  my 
success.  I  atu  iiideed  confident.  It  is  not 
usual  for  a  oowisel  to  detiver  Us  ova  opinion, 
DOT  perhaps  is  he  entitled.  But  the  example 
has  Wn  set  mc,  and  perhsps  even  my  opinion 
xnav  carry  some  weigut  and  authority  along 
nMh  ftt  pcrheM  ale*  1  H  io  justice  to  the 
prisoner,  for  having  onre  Vi'?tened  to  the  ca- 


has  been  observed  lor  the  pro&erutor,  that  no 
steps  were  taken  to  Meuft  hisn,  till  just.ib^ 
fure  I  lie  Liccidcnt  hupprned,  whence  it  is  at? 
temoted  to  beinroiccd,tbatthefaindv  thought 
his  aisordcr  only  a  sort  of  SMilancholy,  ami 
not  a  deran^ment  of  such  <k^^e  as  requited 
confinement.  I  must  say,  that  if  thi*?  event 
had  taken  piace  ei^^ht  diays  sooner  Ihao  it 
diiyihboireiiBsluMe  «iotml  have  come  w  iih 
vfry  great  force  agnin^t  the  panel ;  but,  in  the 
iumniee  apuntt  him ;  with  truth,  ihea»  and  i  «u:lual  cimrautances  ot  thecase,it  comes  witk 
^pIlMM  f  MBssy,  thai  the  veiy  int  day's!  HMre  foree  in  his  favour,  and  is  aeoasidei^ 
inquiry  ^hkh  I  made  into  his  case,  effaced  tion  of  weight  upon  his  side.  For,  it  is  proved 
the  prejudices  I  had  conceived.  My  opinion  that  a  nurse  bad  artuallv  been  provided  to 
has  every  da^  grown  »trofiger  in  his  tevour;  j  take  care  of  hun,  and  a  strait  waisumt  pre* 


and  aow«  laying  ray  band  upon  my  heart,  and 

and  as  I  hope  for  mercy  at  th«  throne  of 
baaven,  1  can  say,  that  in  my  couscienoc^  I 


SOMVIIIO  VP, 

lard  ^tttict  Clerk.  (Mac  Queen).— Gentle- 
flsen  of  the  Jury ; — That  sir  Francis  Rinloch 
was  killed  by  the  hand  of  the  panel,  i?  prov- 
ed bevond  a  doubt ;  you  have  thereiore  to 
consider  Ae  dtfenca  an  Ms  partsetap.  Maer, 
it  ^11  occur  to  any  man  of  <:oiind  sense  and 
jndgnienty  that  there  are  different  degrees  of 


iwignien 
imaBiiy. 


If  a  man  is  totally  and  pcrmannntly  mad, 
that  man  cannot  be  guilty  of  a  crime ;  he  is 
tiot  amenable  to  the  laws  of  his  country. 
There  is  no  room  for  ^Mig  ths  panel  m 
that  prcf^tcament ;  for,  as  a  person,  totally 
and  absolutely  mad  is  not  an  object  of  pu^ 
aMnfwiit,  vo  nrithci'  Is  he  arisl. 

The  next  insanity  that  is  mentioned  in  our 
law  books,  is  one  that  is  total,  but  teiapoiaf;|. 
When  sooi  a  aan  cMundts  a  criaie,  be  is 
Inible  to  trial ;  but,  when  he  pleads  insanity, 
it  will  be  inaimhent  on  biut  to  prove  that  the 
deed  was  commiUed  at  a  time  when  he  was 

adbaliy  insane. 

There  is  ?ti!l  artntlicr  '^nri  of  di'- temper  of 
mind,  a  partial  insanity,  which  only  relates  to 
IMniuihit  vhIqmis  or  aotimw ;  snoh  a  penea 
will  talk  and  act  like  a  madman  upon  those 
matters  ;  but  still  if  he  has  as  much  reason  a^ 
enables  him  to  distinguish  between  right  and 
ivTong,  he  must  suflfn'thatpunishmeB^  which 
thblsw  inflicts  on  the  crime  he  has  commit- 
ted, you  have  therefore  to  consider  the  si- 
ttnttion  of  the  panel,  whether  bis  iosuiHy  is 
of  this  last  kind,  or  nhether  he  was,  at  the 
time  he  codiniitted  the  crime,  totally  bereaved 

is  your  ofdniaa'Aoaitfie 
cvid<fnce,  fhdt  be  was  capable  of  knownigthat 
■murder  wns  a  criaie/iA  Uni-caie  yaa  feawe  Io 
6nd  htm  guilty. 


1 


pared  la  put  on  bim)  and  pity  H  is  that  thb 

plan  1^'as  not  ttmeously  put  in  execution. 

Gentlemen,  I  shall  not  take  up  more  of 
year  tune.   You  anil  eansader  Ihe  evidence 

vitII,  and  drcrdrncroTflingtoyOurconscitnccs. 
If  you  are  convinced  that  he  knew  right  Irons 
wrong,  you  wiU  retnrn  a  verdict  of  guilty.  On 
the  oiber  hand,  if  it  shall  appear  to  you  that 
he  was  not  able  Io  dislinguisli  between  morat 
good  and  cvii,^ou  are  bound  to  acquit  han. 
But  gentlemen,  I  think  that,  in  all  evanls»  a 
verdict  of  Xot  Gidlty,  is  not  the  proper  vcr- 
diot  for  you  to  return.  I  think  you  ought  to 
aelina  a  special  veHict,  finding  that  the  panel 
was  t^iilly  of  taking  the  life  of  his  brother, 
but  Ending  also  tlMt  he  was  imaae  at  the 
tunc. 

It  W3^  Mpon  Tuesday  morning  about  seven 
o'  clock  when  the  lord  justice  clerk  coa^ 
duded  Us  spaedi.  His  lordship  proposed 
that  the  Court  should  adjunrn,  at\er  ap> 
pointing  a  time  for  receiving  the  verdict; 
Bat,  OB  a  n^gestion  Irem  one  of  the 
jury  (in  which  the  rest  concurred,  after 
conver«.!n^  together  in  a  whisper,  for  a 
minute  or  so),  the  Court  agreed  to  sit  ur^ 
til  the  etfdici  should  be  returned.  The 
jory  wfrr  accordingly  inclo^^ed  ;  and  after 
betog  abMnt  about  M  aaioutes  again  ap- 
pMsvdia  CSonrt,  tsWi  a  "veidiolwiitMi 
aal  in  tht  fodowiBg  iatns» 

At  EdinburgAf  theSOthJunet  1795. 

The  above  assize  havinq;  inclosed,  made 
choice  of  the  said  Andrew  Wauchope  of  Nid- 
dry  Marisohai  to  be  chaacellor,  and  of  the 
snid  Elphingston  Balfour  to  be  their  clerk; 
and,  having  con!*idered  the  criminal  indict- 
flfimt  ndsed  and  pursued  at  the  instsnceof 
^is  msjes^'s  advocate  fur  his  majesty's  intop- 
■eWL  against  sir  Archibald  Gordon  Kmlfxrh  t»*' 
•Gilmettooj  baronet,  panel,  the  iateilocuiur  of 
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relevancj'  pnmounced  thereon  by  the  Court, 
the  evidence  adduced  in  proof  of  ibe  indict- 
ment, aod  evidence  tdduced  in  exculpation, 
tbey  sill  in  one  voice  find  it  proven,  that  the 
panel  kiHcd  the  deceased  sir  Francis  Kinloch 
of  Ciioicrton,  baruucl,  bis  brother-gertnau,  iu 
the  way  and  manner  mentiooed  in  the  indict- 
ment ;  but  find  it  proven,  that,  at  that  time, 
the  panel  was  insane,  and  deprived  oi  his  rea« 
eon.  In  witneaa  whereof,  tbar  aaid  chancel* 
lor  and  clerk  have  subscribed  these  presents, 
in  their  names,  and  by  their  appointment, 
place  and  date  aforesaid. 

c  Amdbbw  Wa  t- chops  Chueellor. 

^  Elphincstox  Balfour. 
This  verdict  having  been  recorded,  and 
read  by  the  clerk  oT  court,  the  jury  were 
discharged,  and  the  Court  adjourned  till  Fri- 
day the  third  of  July.  From  that  day^  bow- 
ever,  their  lordships  again  adjourned  tdl  Fri- 
day the  tenth  of  the  same  month;  and  then 
OO  account  of  court  of  session's  sitting  later 
than  had  been  expected,  a  farther  adjournment 
iotk  pleciB  tiU  the  Wedoeidqr  ibUowiog. 

W€dn€»d0y,  Jufy  IS,  1795. 

The  Court  met  between  ten  and  eleven 

o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  when,  after  the  usual 
proclamation  bad  been  made,  the  derk  of 
court  WW  deaifcd  to  read  the  verdict  of  the 

jury.  The  lord  justice  clerk  as  president,  then 
called  upon  the  other  judges  who  were  present 
to  deliver  tlieir  opinions ;  which  they  did 
seriatim,  according  to  their  seniority. 


anima],orinstrument  possessing  streiBgUiiod 
ability  to  commit  violence ;  but  he  is  m  more 
so'  than  a  mere  meahauical  machine,  vluch, 
when  put  in  motion,  perlima  lit  .poiwful 
operations  on  all  that  comes  in  its  wty.wiibwt 
consciousness  of  its  own  effects,  or  respoasibi- 
lity  for  them.  In  like  manner,  the  man  wdv 
the  influence  of  real  madness,  has  properly  do 
will,  but  docs  what  be  is  not  conscious  or  aen- 
itble  he  is  doing  aod  tfaerefetecwmetfceMde 
answerable  for  any  consetjuences.   On  lUl 
ground  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  pand 
18  not  an  ot^ect  of  punishment,  aod  that  he 
must  be  assoilzied  from  the  cbai^pof  murder, 
for  which  he  has  been  tried  by  a  most  ioteU^ 
gent  and  respectable  jury  of  his  oouoHtj, 
whose  veidict  necwaeriiy  imperta  aueb  ene^ 
quittal. 

But,  should  your  lordahips  a^ree  with  lae 
in  HMt  opinion,  it  wHI  not  ailogelbcr  eihMt 

or  terminate  the  business;  circumstanced u 
it  is.  Your  lordbhips  have  farther  to  discbarge 
tiie  duty  vou  owe  to  the  country,  or  to  the  peo- 
ple, by  taking  aucb  precautuna  f»^bmmm 
safely  against  similar  violences  as  your  wiv 
dom  may  direct,  and  to  wiuch  your  powcn 
ere  undmibledly  adequate.  The  wdbnnaili 
gentlemi^n  at  the  bar,  has  unhappily  been, 
while  in  a  state  of  insanity,  the  iu&trumeotof 
depriving  society  of  one  most  vnlual^  tam- 
her.  The  verdict,  in  so  finding,  proves  top 
well  what  horrid  effects  may  flow  from  the 
deprivation  of  reason  m  a  pcson  living  at 
large,  and  the  proof,  which  was  adduced  oo 
Lord  Eskgrove.—The  jury  in  this  melan-  the  part  vf  the  pant),  likcwi>e  show;-,  that, 
lincholy  case,  have  returned  a  diatinct  ver-  ,  during  years  preceding  the  iatal  event,  ha  ms 
dGct,  by  which  they,  all  in  one  vMce  find  it  I  in  variotta  degreei,  and  at  difiinent  periid^ 
proven,  that  the  panel  killed  the  deceased  labouring  under  the  same  kind  of  mental  dis- 
•ir  Francis  Kiuloch  of  Gilmerton  baronet,  his  ,  order,  and  even  that  (according  to  the  cbta- 
brother-german  in  tl|e  way  and  manner  men-  j  vation  of  some  witnesses),  it  liad  occasionaJk 
tioned  in  the  in<lictm.nt ;  but  find  it  proven,  .  attacked  biaanBce  his  late  confinement.  God 
that,  at  that  time  the  panel  was  insane,  and  then  only  knows  what  might  be  the  droadtui 
deurived  uf  his  reason.  It  is  now  to  be  con*  consequences  of  his  enlaraement,  and  htioz 
Mdered  by  the  Court,  what  must  be  the  legal  '  suffered  aeain  to  mix  with  ueiestofmaDkisd. 
consequent  rs  ot  this  vtrdicl.  It  is  your  iord>hips  duly  to  prevent,  as  far  as 

The  crime  charged  against  the  panel  in  the  you  can,  a  possibility  of  any  person's  aufeitt 
indkrtment,  is  the  crime  of  murder,  which  be-  j  injury  by  that  means;,  and  the  various  » 
in^  one  of  1  he  deepest  dye,  and  acgravaled  in  judged  cases  filaiuhng  in  your  record*.,  wfU 
this  cas«  by  the  near  relation  between  the  j  known  both  to  the  judges,  and  tJie  couofel, 
]mrties,  is  inde^  hardly  credible  to  have  been  :  where  the  insanity  of  tbe  perpetrator  at  ll» 
committed  by  any  person  endowed  with  the  I  time  of  the  act  was  found  sufficient  to  exeea 
feelings  and  faculties  of  the  heart  and  under-  {  from  punishment,  do  all  show,  that  your  lord- 
atanding ;  and  we  have  here  conclusive  evi-  ships,  and  your  predecessors,  have  in  ewij 
deoee  trMn  the  vwdicf  (which  is  our  rule)  ' 
that  Lilthuugb  the  shocking  deed  of  killing 
was  coniniitied,  yet  the  perpetrator  was  at  the 
tt6)e,  by  the  wdl  of  God,  deprived  of  that 
noat  invaluable  gifi  of  reason,  the  dis- 
tinguishing bU:s'>itig  and  ornanunt  of  the  hu- 
man kind.  In  tiiis  miserable  situaUon  could 
be  be  guilty  of  muidcrP  I  apprehend  that  he 
could  not ;  because  the  essence  of  a  crime 
consists  in  the  anuniu,  and  intention  of  the 
committer,  conaideied  as  a  free  agent,  and  in 
capacity  of  distinguishing  between  moral  good 
and  evil.  A  hiunan  creature  deprived  ot  rea^ 
mo^tJod  diaordered  io  hia  leaaesy  is  stUl  an 

i 


such  case,  proDounced  that  kind  of  ji 
which,  where  1  anw  sili  ititj' 

uie  to  suggest. 

I  beg  leave,  therefeie,  to  propose,  |brt 
while  your  lordships  aasoUiae  the  panel  frm 
the  indictment  for  the  crime  of  munler,  vou 
shall  ordaiu  htm  Io  be  carried  from  the  ur, 
back  to  the  Tolbooth  of  Edinbwigh.  aod  gisot 
warrant  to  the  magistrates  ot  Ediubwfb, 
therein  to  receive  and  detain  him  durwg  ali 
tbedayaof  hblile;  but  under  tbb  conifiM 
and  exception,  that,  in  case  sufficient  cautioe 
to  tlie  satisfaction  of  this  Court,  sbfil 
found  acted  in  the  books  of  a^oiiVBaliliMW^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


4 


lODIl 


fVf  JIlWUCv* 


A.  D.  nss. 


[1009 


under  the  pen&l^  of  ten  ihousaDd  pounds 
«ierMog,that  the  panel  shall  be  otherwise  kept 
in  sure  and  safe  rii^.tody,  durin<;;  his  life,  the 
magistrates,  upon  such  caution  being  ^  found 
•luul  be  anUiorised  to  deliver  over  Uie  person 
of  thr  panel,  into  the  hands  and  custody  of 
Mch  of  his  Irieods  as  may  have  Eiveo  thai 
■ecurlty  who  wUI  of  coune,  be  entitled  to  re  • 
ceive  and  detain  him  in  custody  accordingly.* 
Lord  SnUtnn  —The  verdict  bas  left ho  room 
for  any  diflerence  of  opiniou  in  the  Court. — It 
bas  found  the  prisoner  insane,  and  deprived 
of  hi?  re^ifon  at  the  time  of  this  fatal  deed, — 
and  therefore  not  guilty  of  the  murder  libelled 
A  person  in  the  premcement  stated  by  the 
verdict  is  inconscious  of  the  difference  be- 
tween mural  good  and  evil,  and  is  not  an  ob- 
ject of  punishmeuL  Punishment  is  intended 
Mr  eXMnple ;  but  a  person  insane  can  have  no 
desien ;  and  to  punish  him  can  be  no  exam- 
ample.  The  sentence  of  the  Court,  roust, 
tlMiefore»  acquit  the  prisoner  from  this 
charge. 

But,  atter  this  is  done  another  duty  remains 
upon  the  Court.  Itisadoty  notonlvto  pu- 
nish, but  to  prevent  all  manner  of  evil.  The 
same  verdict  which  finds  thcpri^onernotgiiilty 
of  murder,  finds  it  proved  that  he  was  the  in- 
strument of  his  brother*s  death.  Hence  it  is 
to  be  presumed,  that  the  same  disease,  which 
excited  him  to  that  fatal  action,  may  rectu*, 
and  be  dangerous  to  other  people.  This  we 
must  prevent;  and  I  therefore  concur  with 
the  proposal  made  by  lord  Esksrov^  that  the 
prisoner  should  be  confined  lor  mb  in  iSbt 
manner  that  has  been  stated.  It  is  following 
the  course  observed  by  the  Court  in  the  like 
cases  of  Spence,  Coalston,  and  Blair,  whose 
furioas  fits  were  ftlal  to  the  lives  of  other 
people. 

Lord  Duminnan. — ^The  melancholy  event 
i4iich  gave  occasion  to  this  trial,  was  nccom- 

panicd,  as  appear:*  from  tlie  verdict  of  the 
jury,  with  nu  guilt  upon  the  part  of  the 
panel ;  and  therefore  can  be  the  subject  of  no 
"punbhrnent;  yet  it  was  of  such  a  nature,  as 
rctidrrs  It  the  indispensable  duty  of  the  court, 
in  pronouncing  judgment  upon  this  verdict,  to 
twesoch  measures  as  may  afford  fiiiU  security 
to  the  public  a^inst  any  ri'^k  of  the  '^ame 
sort  in  time  coromg,  in  case,  at  any  future  pe- 
riod,  this  unfortunate  gentleman,  sUbuId  by 
the  visitation  of  heaven,  be  again  brought 
into  the  deplornhle  state  of  becoming  incon- 
conscious  o)  wiiat  he  does,  and  coaseijuentiy 
not  accounuble  for  bis  actiont.  The  plaa 
which  has  been  proposed,  appears  to  be  en- 
tirely adequate  to  that  object^  and  therefore 
has  my  concurrence. 

Lord  CV<uV  concurred  with  the  opinion^  (de- 
livered, and  thought  the  judgment,  which  had 
,  been  t>uggested,  well  adapted  to  the  end  in 
'view.--»And,lorajwticec]«arkliaving  expres- 

•  bet'  Hume's  I'om,  on  the  Law  ol  Scullaud 
resjpecung  the  Description  and  Funt^hmeQt 
of  CrisNS  Vol«  1|  p.  SO,  sr. 


sed  himself  to  the  same  efiicct,  the  derk  of 
Court  proceeded  to  write  out  the  judgment  is 
follows. 

TU  JUMHUIT. 

The  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  and  Lords  Com* 
nissioners  of  Justiciary  having  considered  the 
verdict  of  assize,  dated  and  returned  the  SOth 
day  of  June  last,  in  the  trial  of  the  said  sir 
i\rchibald  Gorduu  Kinloch,  panel,  whereby 
the  assize,  all  in  one  vuice,  find  it  proven  that 
the  panel  killed  the  deceased  sir  Francis  Kin- 
loch of  Gilmerton,  bart.  his  brother<^$erman» 
in  the  way  and  manner  abefve-mentioned  in 
the  indirlment;  but  find  it  proven,  that,  at 
that  time,  the  panel  was  insane  and  deprived 
of  his  reason.  The  said  lords,  in  respect  of 
the  said  verdict,  find,  that  the  ssud  sir  Archi*^ 
bald  Gordon  Kinloch,  is  not  an  object  of 
punishiui  ill,  ami  tiierdurc  abaoiizie  him  tim- 
pliciter ;  but,  in  respect  of  the  insanity  and 
deprivation  of  reason  found  proven,  the  said 
lords  decern  and  adjudge  \m  said  sir  Archi- 
bald Gordon  Kinloch  to  be  carried  from  the 
bar,  bark  to  the  Tolbo.  th  of  Edinburgh, 
therein  to  be  detained  and  confined  pri< 
soner  during  all  the  days  of  his  life ;  or  at 
least,  ay  and  until  he  is  delivered  to  any 
friend  or  other  person  finding  caution  in  man- 
ner aftermentioned ;  and  the  said  lords  grant 
warrant  to,  and  ordtun  the  magistrates  ^ 
Edinburgh,  and  keepers  of  their  Tolbooth,  to 
deliver  over  the  person  of  the  said  sir  Archi- ' 
bald  Gordon  Kinloch,  to  such  friend  or  o^r 
pcr^jn  who  fhall  find  sufficient  caution  and 
suretj'  acted  in  the  books  of  adjuurnal,  to  the 
satisfdction  of  this  Court,  to  secure  aud  con- 
fine him  in  sure  and  safe  custody,  during  all 
the  days  of  his  life,  aud  that  under  the  penal^- 
of  10,000/.  Sterling  ;  and,  m  the  mean  time, 
otdain  the  roagistiales  of  Bdlnburgh,  tad 
keepers  of  their  Tulbooth,  to  receive  and  de- 
tain him  prisoner,  in  terms  of,  and  sigrceable 
to  the  ab«»vt  awleooe,  as  theV  shall  be  an- 
sweiabte  ou  their  bigliest  peril. 

Robert  M'Qucek,  J.  P.  D. 

This  judgment  having  been  subscribed,  imj 
read,  the  Prisoner  retired  from  the  bar. 


CsaTincATa  or  Cavtiov  beiko  roujin  xs 

TEBKS  or  m  looOMBIiT. 

I  Robert  M'Queen  of  Braxfield,  lord  Jus- 
tice clerk,  hereby  certify,  That  Dr.Wllfiam 

Farquharsoo,  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  the  city  of  £diu- 
burgh,  has  mund  sufficient  caution  and  surety, 
acte )  in  the  books  of  Adjournal  of  the  High 
Court  of  Justiciary.  That  he  shall  secure  and 
confine  sir  Archibald  Gordon  Kinloch  of  Gil- 
merton^  now  prisoner  in  the  Tolbooth  of  Edin- 
bnr^'h,  \\\  ■^mc  and  safe  custody,  during  all  the 
days  ol  iui  iife,  in  terms  of,  aud  contbrm  to 
thesenteneeof  the  saidConrt  in  all  points^ 
pronotiDccd  acuott  him  upon  tholMhdqr 
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of  July  current.  WittaeM  iltjr  htA,  this  itth 
dl^  olJyly,  1796. 

Robert  M'Qu£ev. 


[Fn  consaquedcd  bf  tilii  MTtificate,  lif 
Archibald  was  retnttvttdiBIMlplllltotBm^ 
the  17  th  of  July,  im.] 


U4. 


G09.  Proceedings  on  the  Trial  of  Henry  Redhead,  otherwise 
HeKRY  YdftKE,,  Gentleman,  for  a  Cobspiracy.  Tried  at 
the  Assizes  holden  at  York  before  the  Honourable  Sir 
GiVes  Rooke,  knt.  one  of  the  Justices  of  hi^  Majesty  8 
Court  of  Gommou  Picas,  July  23 :  35  GfonGjs  IIL  a.  ow 


TTie  Bill  of  Indictment  was  f^tiud  by  the 
<2rand  Juir  for  the  Lent  Assises,  17<JJ,  oi 
which  ibe  nUowhig  Is  *  list: 

Sir  R:  D.  HiMytrdi  of  WioMteadi  bl.  Foftnuk 

Richard  Henry  Beaumont,  of  Whitley 
Humphrey  OsbakleaicHi,  oi  ilunmaobv 
M4mkd  Conttafalis,  of  BurtM^Cooahibls 
J<^D  Dalloo,  of  SieniiBgford 
Walter  Fawkes,  of  Fa»-nley 
R»b«-t  Dennisun,  of  Kiluwicic 
ikym  Cooke,  of  O#stoii 
Thomas  Grimstoo,  of  Grirhstbn 
Uenry  Grimstoue,of  .Sutiderlandwick 
ibltert  AUaone  AtlM>rpe,  of  Ooooiagton 
ThoAss  SorttiSSb  Dalton,  of  York 
Edward  Wilkinson,  of  Potterton  Lodge 
WUitam  Marwood,  of  BUsby 
Edward  Topham,  of  Wold  Cottage 
Robert  Carlisle  BruatUey,  of  Ferrttl\jr 
liewley  John  Baine^  of  Bell-UaU 
OUbert  CroraptiMi,  of  York 
William  Richardson,  of  Fulford 
Charles  JUU^mer,  of  Rurtam  Grange 
Thdmss  Hbflsn^  oCHolrtytl 
Robert  Harvey,  of  Fanahsin 
tatton  S^ktts,  of  Drypool^ 


The  names  of  t))e  jurors  refilMed  fifiht 
sheriff  vt&t  then  called  over. 

THsites  Asbinna  oTKiUBrtlntf^t  teo.  Was 
challengrt «ilhB ^  of . Iho cm%  b/ Mr. 
Law. 

Mr.  Hotkam^Wy  lord,  as  counsel  for  Mr. 
YoriE,  I  think  it  my  ihity  tti  observe,  that  the 

counsel  for  the  crown  have  no  right  to  object 
to  a  juror,  without  a&signins  a  cause.f  . 
Mr.        I  shall  cenaimy  as8i|$n  nocatsc, 

nor  say  a  word  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Justice  Kooke, — ^Are  yob  serioas  in 
your  objection,  Mr.Hotham? 

'm  —  ' 

•  Taken  in  short-hand  by  Ramsay,  and 
pubfished  by  the  defendant. '  Many  obscrv  a- 
tiotis  on  these  proceedings  Wert  miblishcd  in 
notes  to  the  original  edition  of  the  trial  by 
the  defendant.  Such  of  the  notes  as  foercly 
^ofitaiiiied  atp^oiismitheoDndua  oYbM^ 
peifsons,  I  hkve  of  course  omitkCxL 

t  See  p.     of  this  Volomsw 


Mr.  JIulfiaM. — Most  fcrtainlv,  mv  lorf{ 
and  I  big  it  may  be  lakcn  uotiue  uf,  thit  tM 
objcclioti  was  ma<!e. 

Air.  Yurke. — If  ttity  object  to  a  junir,  wilht 
out  assigning  a  cause,  I  ought  to  be  <tilo«e<i 
UMsiileprRrilito. 

Mr.  Jtutite  B4^^  Mpd  the  t^^Hiim.' 

tho  IbUoviiigfBDtleiiMb  wa#B  thsh  rSoii'i 
SpaiML  Jvaoas* 


^muel  F.  Dsirlow.of  Middlethorp, 

Thomas  Chalterton,  of  W'aplingtoli 
{jenianlin  Axar,  of  Stockton 
Wiluam  Ne^n,  of  Btanlingham,— ^qn. 

TAf.Bsasir. 

Thomas  Brennard,  of  Baildon,  malslsr. 
Ktchard  Balderston,  of  Ingleton,  gent. 
Richard  Vawser,  of  Market  Wt'  ^^  - 
John  Brown,  ofRudston,  gent. 
Timothy  Crowthcr,  of  Gomerrall, 
-Richard  Crosby,  of  Whitby,  gent. 
Ti^ooaas  Cooper,  of  Low  Worsali,  yeomao.  . 
WaHiam  Btdulley,  of  AUborough. 

Cannsel  for  the  Croten. — Mr.  Law  [<i(Yer* 
wards  lord  Ellenborough  and  Lord  Chief  Ju«- 
trce  of  the  Corirl  of  Kin^Vbehth] ;  Mr.  Wood 
fafterwards  one  of  the  Barons  uf  the  Court  of 
Eacheqifer] ;  Mr.  Topping  and  Mr.  Johosoa. 

Sb/»eitort.— ^M«ssrs.  Chsmberliume  aal 

While,  Solicitors  to  the  Board  of  Trea*urv; 
Mr.  Dealtly,  Ciowa  0£ke;  Mr.  Biook^ 
Sheffield. 

'Cmmel fin  the  iV/ift«ftrfc*.— Mr.  Uoihaa). 

S(tlicitor. — Mr.  Skepper,  York. 

Mr.  Jo&aioa  opened  the  tndictiaeiit,  wiiicb 
isabftioMs 

Yorkshire,  >The  jurors  for  our  lord  tis 
to  wit.  \  kinE,  upon  Ihoir  oath  prew**, 
that  Henry  Rcdht.id.  late  of  Sheffield,  in  ihi 
county  of  York,  ccutlemau,  oihen»-ise  calted 
'Aenty  YoAe,  m  of  SfafeflMd,  in  the  coustj 
of  York,  gcnttcirtafi,  J'd^ph  Oalcs.Tatc  of  Ibe 
same  places  prmter^  ana-  ttidasd  XHvfls^ 
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lite  of  the  same  plac«,  labourer,  being  mali- 
cious, seditious,  ami  Ulri}ifl|i9SfHl  pwapR^.  iMui 
being  gremtly  dtsafeelcd  tp  our  «M  I019  the 
king,  and  to  the  ^ovcriiiQeJit  of  this  realm  as 
by  law  established  aad  maliciously  and  sedi- 
tiously coDiriving  and  ioleoding  to  break  and 
^HlMDlbt  peace  and  (rMiquiUil;|r  of  this  realm, 
on  tb€  seventh  day  of  April,  in  the  thirty- 
itmyk  jrewof  tlie  mgn  or  our  sovereign  lord 
OtMgt  ll»8ri,iwir  luaioTOreat  Biil»iii»«i4 
$0  forth,  and  on  divers  other  days  and  times, 
as  well  before  as  after,  with  fiocce  aiu)  arms, 
at  ShettieUi  doreieid,  la  the  county  aforoiaid. 
m^tMfMkfr  mriifiiMily,  and  scditieusix,  did 
combine,  conspire,  •na  confederate  with  each 
othor,  and  with  divers  otlier  disal^cctevi  and 
HI  iliiipoefd  tulOecti,  vliece  names  are  to  tlie 
said  jurors  unknown,  to  traduce,  vilify,  and 
defame  the  ComfaoB  S  Uouie  ol  i'arlyMneni, 
mad  ilje  govennnent  ef  Hiii  nmlin,  aad  to  M- 
^ite  a  ifurit  of  discontent,  disafTectioo,  and 
eeditioR  in  the  minds  of  the  liege  SMl(|ects  of 
our  said  lord  the  king,  towards  and  against 
our  said  lord  tbe  king,  aad  the  government  of 
ihis  realm  ;  «ad  that  the  said  Hear>'  Redhead, 
olhenviee  iieoiy  Yonke,  Joseph  Gel^s,  and 
Birhawi  Dawn,  aai  ibe  eaia  eilMr  aonspi. 
rators,  in  purstiance  of  the  said  unlawttil 
combinatjon  and  conspiracy,  on  the  said 
aeventh  day  of  April,  in  t^e  Uiirt^-fourth  year 
jfimmiii.  at  Sheailiafimaaid»4B<tlM  county 
aforef«id,  did  cause  and  procure  divers  sub- 
jects <of  our  said  iurd  the  king,  to  a  large 
*  fc  ■ 
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lim 


wit).  thaouB^er  of  four  thousand 
I  anorc,  to  meet  and  assemble  themselves 
tngrthi  r,  at  a  certain  open  pkcf  sailed  the 
^tfTHfU,  at  6M0U  albnaud,  Ibr  Um  pur- 
pose  of  bear ing  divers  scandalous,  s^itious, 
And  inflammatory  speeches,  resolutions,  and 
vmungs  of,  and  copoecning  the  Commons 
Uouse^f  fflvUasMML  aod  the 


government  oi 
this  realm,  proposed,  uttered,  published,  and 
veadto  the  said  sui(|ecliS  at  such  assembly, 
1  then  and  there,  at  tha  faid  aeeenibly, 

rs,  utter,  publish,  and  read,  and  cause 
procure  to  be  proposed,  uttered,  published, 
and  read  to  tbe  said  subjects,  so  assembled  as 
divert  icanoatous,  seditious,  and 


ilory  speeches,  resolutions,  and  writ- 
•ktgn  of,  and  coocernmg  the  saidCoauuons 
Hmieeef  Parliaaient,aM  the  govenmient  of 
this  reala),  traducing,  vilifying,  and  deikming 
ithe  said  Commons  Uouse  of  Parliament, 
jand  govenmient  of  4hia  realm,  eiid  repra* 
aenting  the  people  of  this  realm  to  be 
tmlawfully  oppressed  and  injured  by  the 
covemmcut  thereof;  and  that  the  said 
flaory  Redhead,  otherwise  Hesiy  Yorke, 
Joseph  Gales,  and  Richard  E>avison,  and  the 
aaid  other  conspiralors,  in  further  pucsuance  of 
IteaaM  mkwwl  aaoiliiiiatieiiiaMt  conspiracy, 
ftnd  in  order  to  induce  the  liege  Hubjects  of  our 
aaid  lord  the  king,  to  think  aod  believe  that 
the  aaid  Cumraons  House  of  ParlianMnt  were 
Inalteotive  to  the  lawful  wishes,  desires,  and 
p<*tilionsof  the  people  of  this  realm,  then  and 
ihcfe  (to  arit)oo  theaaid  seventh  da^  of  Aprd, 


in  the  thirty -fourUi  year  aforesaid,  at  8he£eM 
MoTAsjiid,  in  the  coupty  albresmd,  did  cause 
and  procure  a  motion  and  proposal  to  be  then 
and  there  made  to  the  said  subjects*  eo  then 
and  there  assembled  at  the  said  place,  called 
the  CaaUe  iiili  as  aforesaid,  that  anetitioil 
should  be  presented  to  the  Uovae  of  Cqm^ 
moos  (meaning  the  said  Commons  House  of 
Parliament)  for  a  reform  in  the  repr/taentatioa 
of  the  people  in  parliarookt,  with  iotwl  that 
the  said  motion  and  proposal  should  be  then 
and  there  rejected  by  li^e  said  subjects,  so 
then  and  thexe  aseeaabled  as  aforesaid ;  and 
whieh  aaid  SMtioo  tod  firoposal,  by  iba  cobp 
trivance  and  procurement  of  them,  the  said 
Henry  Rodhead.  otherwise  Ueqiy  York^  Jo* 
seph  Galea,  and  Hiehard  Davieqo,  and  tha 
said  other  conspirators,  was  then  and  there  so 
ttjccled  .accoroiogly :  Aod  that  the  aaid 
mmy  Redhead,  ^erwiie  Heniy  Yorke,  an 
further  pursuance  of  the  said  unlawful  coaabic 
nation  and  cun«ipiracy,  then  and  there  (to  wit) 
00  the  buiuc  bcveiiih  dj^v  of  April,  in  the 
thirty-fourtli]faar  aforesaid,  at  Sheffield  aftm* 
said,  in  the  county  of  York  afuro'^aid.did,  with  a 
loud  voiQCySay,  pubUabt  and  lAtter*  to  and  in  tha 
presence  awl  hearing  of  the  aaid  Md^iects,  aa 
Uien  and  there  assenjbled  at  the  said  place, 
called  tlie  Castle  Hill  as  aforesaid,  divera 
other  seditiuus,  malicious,  and  inflammatoiy 
naaiftnaaod  tliii^,of  and  concerning  tha  aad 
Commons  Houh^  of  parliament,  ana  the  go- 
vernment of  this  realm;  and  among  other 
things  as  follows  (that  Is  to  say)  Fellow-eili* 
zens,  the  day  is  at  length  arrived,  when  fana- 
ticism and  superstition,  dej^ived  of  their  tinsel 
trappings,  ana  es  posed,  in  tbornaUve  ugliness, 
to  the  view  of  mankind,  slink  scowling  back  to 
the  cave  of  obscurity  ;  there,  I  hope,  they  will 
for  ever  remain.  I  hc  <  ucrg}*  of  Englishmen 
will  no  lunger  endure  this  strange  Ufnoareif 
injustice  (meaning  of  injustice  in  this  country, 
and  meauing  and  insinuating  thereby  that  inv 
justice  waa  practised  in  thu  country  by  the 
government  thereof).  I  tnist  my  countrymen 
(meaning  the  people  of  this  country)  are  sick 
of  religious  and  poUtical  imposture,  and  that 
their  decisive  and  manly  conduct  will  com- 
mand, in  an  imperious  tone,  which  will  take 
uo  denial,  not  a  meUoradon  of  these  enoro 
■wue  almtes  (meaning  abuses  in  thse  eoualrj) 
which  would  be  to  compromise  with  injus- 
tice; but  I  trust  they  wiM  demand  thf 
anuhilation  of  cormptionsand  ahnaes  (mean* 
iog  of  corruptions  and  abuses  in  this 
country^  and  a  restitution  of  the  original 
lights  of  human  nature.  And  afterwards  as 
follows  (that  is  to  a^),  Aa  govenuBanta  of 
Europe  (meaning  among  others  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country)  present  no  delectable 
symmetry  to  tiia  eowatmplitkMi  of  tha  {dtt* 
losopher — no  enjoyment  to  tbe  satis&ction  of 
the  citizen.  A  vast  deformed  and  checrlese 
structure,  tlie  tngtiUul  abortion  of  haste  and 
usurpation,  piWMitB  to  tha  aye  of  tha 
holder  no  systematic  arrangement,  no  harmo- 
nious organiiaiiou  ot  society.  Chance,  iia:>i«. 
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faction,  tyranny,  rebellion,  massacre,  and  the 
hot  inclement  action  of  human  passions,  have 
beeotten  them.    Utility  never  has  bec^  the 
end  of  their  institution,  but  partial  interest 
has  been  its  fruit.   Such  abominable  and  ab- 
Mid  fbmH,  mieh  jsrring  and  diawNumt  prinei* 
pies,  which  chance  has  scattered  over  the 
earth,  cry  aluud  fur  something  more  natural^ 
more  pure,  and  more  calculated  to  promote 
the  happiness  of  mankind.    And  afterwards 
as  follows,  that  is  to  say,  it  must  be  granted 
that  this  experience  is  important,  because  it 
tBUflhes  Ibe  Mifiering  nations  (vMtning  this 
nation  among  others)  of  the  present  day,  in 
what  manner  to  prepare  their  combtistible 
lagredients,  and  huaitntets  inwhtt  mainier 
to  enkindle  them,  so  as  to  produce  with  effect 
that  grand  political  explosion,  which  at  the 
same  tune  that  it  buries  despotism,  already 
flonndsivs  sod  sgonising,  in  ruins,  may  raise 
«p  the  people  to  the  dignity  and  sublime 
grandeur  of  freedom  (meaning  and  intending 
utfrebjr  to  iminmle,  and  cause  it  to  be  be- 
lieved, that  the  government  of  this  country, 
among  others,  was  a  despotic  government; 
and  that  the  people  of  this  country,  among 
others,  were  not  free).    And  afterwards  as 
follows  (that  is  to  say).  Citizens,  I  repeat  my 
former  assertion.     Go  on,  as  you  nitherto 
httve  done,  in  the  culture  of  reason.  Disse- 
minate throughout  the  whole  of  your  coimtry, 
that  knowleagc  which  is  so  necessary  to 
nan^  happiness,  and  winch  you  have  your- 
selves acquired.    Teach  your  children,  and 
your  countrymen,  the  sacred  lessons  of  virtue, 
which  are  the  foundations  of  all  human  po- 
lity. Teach  them  to  respect  themselves,  and 
to  love  their  country.    Teach  them  to  do 
unto  all  men,  as  they  would  lliat  they  sliould 
do  unto  them,  and  thdr  love  shall  net  be 
confined  to  their  country,  but  shall  extend  to 
ilie  whole  human  race.    When  such  a  rcvo- 
Intion  of  sentiment  shall  have  Aspersed  the 
mists  of  prejudice ;  when  by  the  incessant 
thundcrings  from  the  press,  the  meanest  cot- 
tager of  our  country  (meaning  lireat  Uritaio) 
slukll  be  enlightened  and  tiie  sun  of  reason 
shall  shine  in  its  fullest  meridian  over  us, 
(meaning  the  people  of  this  country)  then 
the  eommanding  voice  of  the  whole  people 
(meaning  the  people  of  this  country)  shall  re- 
commend the  five  hundred  and  hfty-eight 
gentlemen  in  Samt  Stephen's  chapel,  (mean- 
ing the  members  of  the  said  Commons  House 
of  Parliament)  to  go  about  their  business. 
And  ihji  the  said  Henry  Redhead,  otherwise 
Henry  Yorke,  Joseph  Gales,  and  Richard 
Davison,  and  the  said  other  conspirators,  in 
£vther  pursuance  of  the  baid  unlawful  com* 
fcroatienand  conspirary,  on  the  saidsemm^ 
day  of  April,  in  the  thirty- fourth  year  afore- 
said, at  Sheffield  aforesaid,  in  the  said  county, 
did  read,  utter,  and  publish,  and  cause  and 
procure  to  be  rasd, uttered,  and  published  to 
and  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  the  said 
sulyc^la  so  then  and  there  assembled,  as 
•SommA,  dhrwaoHwrteditioiimnalidmii^ind 


im 

inflammatory  matters  and  things  of  and  i 
cerning  the  said  Commons  House  of 
ment,  and  amongst  other  things  as 
that  is  to  say,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeV 
ing,  that  the  people  (meaning  the  people  ef 
this  ooimtTy)  ought  to  demaao  m  a  ririit,asd 
not  petition  as  a  favour,  for  universid  repre- 
sentation;   therefore  we  will  petition  the 
House  of  Commons  (meaning  toe  sakl  Com- 
mons House  of  Parliament)  no  more  on  this 
subject :  and  that  the  said  Henry  Redhead, 
otherwise  Henry  Yorke,  in  farther  pursuaaoe 
of  the  said  anhnrfiil  combioatioa  and  coasfi- 
racy,  then  and  there  (to  wit)  on  the  said  le- 
venlh  day  of  April,  in  the  thirty-fourth  yssr 
albresald,  at  Sheflkdd  aloreiaid,  m  the  eoMtar 
of  York  aforesaid  did,  with  a  lood  Toice  lesc^ 
utter,  and  publish  to  the  said  subjects,  so  then 
and  there  assembled,  at  the  said  place  caiicd 
the  Castle*hill,  a  certain  libel  of  and  coaoM> 
ing  the  said  Commons  House  of  Parliamem^ 
and  the  government  and  people  of  this  rcsla 
purpofting  and  prstenrfing  to  b»  •  peddii 
to  our  said  lord  the  king,  for  the  rmaaci* 
pation  of  the  negro  slaves,  and  mntfl^m^ 
therein,  among  other  tilings,  divers  malidoas 
and  seditious  matters  and  things,  of  and  coo- 
cerning  the  said  Commons  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  government  of  this  realm,  as  tot 
lows ;  that  is  to  say,  wishing  to  be  rio  ef  ths 
weight  of  oppression  under  which  we  groan, 
we  are  induced  to  compassiooate  those  whs 
groan  also,  and  to  desise  aa  disvfalMi  sf 
their  sufferings :    on  our  own  account,  we 
have  repeatedly  petitioned  the  lower  House  of 
Parliament  (meaning  the  said  Commons  House 
of  Parliament)  but  ^lioiied  in  vain :  we  are 
weary  of  the  practice — we  are  disgusted  to  heir 
the  hallowed  name  of  hberty  made  the  sport 
ot  eorrupt  placemen  (meuiing  ef  cam^ 
placemen  in  this  country) :    and   we  aie 
shocked  to  see  that  in  the  practice  of  legBls^ 
tion  (meaning  the  piaedce  of  legialataoaia 
this  country),  humanity  is  but  a  name:  atd 
that  the  said  Henry  Redhead,  olherwi» 
Henry  Yorke,  Joseph  Gales,  and  Richard 
Davison,  and  the  said  other  conspiratois, 
in  farther  pursuance  of  the  said  unlawtiii 
combinatinu  and  conspiracy  afterwards  (Is 
wit)  on  the  tooth  da^  of  April,  in  tke  tUi^ 
fourth  year  aforesaid,  at  Sheffield  aforesaid, 
in  the  said  county  of  York,  did  print  and 
publish,  and  cause  and  procure  to  be  ohiMcd 
and  published,  aesrtain  scandalouSt«Mld|a^ 
and  seditious  pamphlet,  of  and  concemior 
the  said  Commons  Hou!>e  of  Parliament,  au^ 
the  government  of  this  realm,  intUided, 
ceedlngs  of  the  Public  Meetmg  held  at  Shcf* 
ticid,  m  the  open  Air,  on  the  seventh  of  Aini 
1794;  and  also  nAddiato  to  the  British  fls. 
tion,  being  an  Exposition  of  the  Mohre^ 
which  have  determmed  the  People  of  J»hef- 
held  to  Petition  tiie  House  of  Commons  no 
more  ea  the  Subject  of  PuiismMsy 
form ;  and  containinr;  therein,  amonc  ether 
things,  as  well  the  said  scandaleust  mslicaitt>. 
mfti^  ledithMiiiittMsiilMMhiMiMAdir  " 
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%D  have  bten  tjkiikeo,  uttered,  read,  and  pub- 
lished to  the  said  subjects  so  asftembled  at  the 
•aid  place,  called  the  (ja^tle^hill,  as  afwresaid  ; 
itJMfrditav  oUwr  icandalma  mad  seditious 
in  and  things  of  and  concerning  the  said 
^  Uoute  «t'  ParUament,  and  the  go- 
of thb  tttka  (that  it  to  say),  in 
one  part  thereof,  according  to  the  tenor  and 
effect  fuliowin^  (that  is  to^M^),  uur  petition 
was  received  with  the  otmoit  indignation  by 
the  House  of  Coramons  (mtMUOg  the  nid 
Commons  House  of  Parliament),  which  was 
no  more  than  we  expected ;  we  knew  that 
itelMpiely  traiha  wt  uttered  would  be  very 
unwelcOoM  guests  in  that  House  (meaning  the 
laid  CoMMMW  House  of  Parliaiiient) ;  we 
jifwir  Mpeeltd  thai  •  body,  ia  which  there 
were  so  many  placemen  and  pensioners, 
would  listen  to  the  palfmble  facts  stated  in 
that  petition,  the  object  of  which  was,  to  root 
Ml  ii9aatiee,Mkd  to  curb  liceiitioQiMti(iQcan- 
ing  licentiousness)  and  corruption :  neverthe- 
hu,  •»  we  were  called  upun  by  our  oountry- 
«M»i»Mll0irMillMin,  we  thought •unehva 
boimd  to  cottiply  with  their  wishes ;  and  al- 
though our  petition  was  dtsdainly  reiected. 
MCMise,  aot  eooehed  iu  language  suBdcntl 
Cleaning  sufficiently)  polite  and  respectful 
for  the  five  hundred  and  fifty*  eight  gentlemen 
who  sit  as  the  House  of  Commons  (meaning 
the  said  Commons  UooM of  Pteliament)  ;  yet 
believe  us,  feliow-citixena,  we  are  still  of  opi- 
oioo,  that  the  matter  it  coutained  was  aot  only 
iartaad  proper,  biil  wa  thiak  that  eveff>tiio 
language  whicli  gave  so  much  oflTence  to  the 
hen.  gentlemen,  was  much  too  polite  and  too 
moderate  for  us  !  for  if  the  lluuse  of  Com- 
aaons  (meaning  the  said  CoHHBons  House  of 
Parliament)  were  the  real  representatives  of 
the  people,  we  certainly  had  a  right  to  dictate, 
and  not  to  petition,  because  they  could  be 
considered  in  no  other  li^bt  than  as  the  organs 
of  Iho  public  will;  aodil  they  refused  to  obey 
dttt  will,  they  wodd  ba  oaurpers,  ahd  aot  ra- 
presentames:  if,  en  the  contrary,  they  are 
not  the  representativesof  the  people,  what  have 
we  to  do  with  them  ?  If  thev  are  not  our  re- 
ymHrtivsi,  we  caaaot  ba  tboir  conotitiiento^ 
and  to  petition  those  who  are  not  our  reprc- 
oeiUatives,  as  our  reptesentalives,  would  be  a 
abwrdity,  if  aot  aa  iaiult  and 
of  ourselves :  however,  the  petition, 
as  it  was,  being  termed  disrespesful, 
(aicining  dbrespectlul)  was  thrown  out  by  a 
inajori^  of  70,  there  being  39  only  who  voted 
for  its  being  received,  and  108  who  voted 
against  it :  such  imperious  treatment  rather 
gives  wwniag  than  olrikaa tenor.  The  abuse 
of  representation  can  never  come  in  the  place 
af  a  rule ;  for  no  legal  power  can  he  derived 
#aa  injury  or  iojuitiea.    0»  tfab  grooad 
alone,  therefore,  we  are  justified  in  presen  ing 
m  sullen  silence  in  respect  to  the  House  of 
^^oamlons  (meaning  the  said  Commons  House 
^  9Wliament) ;   fur  if  griavances,  abuses, 
eoreplaints,  and  truth,  are  to  be  discarded 
iirom  that  House  (aieaoin^  the  said  Commons 
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House  of  Parliament)  because  not  dressod  in 

a  gentlemen-like  language,  how  are  we,  plain 
mechanics,  ever  to  obtain  redress,  who  are  not 
gentlemen,  and  who  arc  conse()uooUy  igoo* 
rant  of  those  polite  and  courtly  expressions 
which  are  necessary  to  gam  a  hearmg  in  that 
House,  wo  aro  igaarutt  af  tiiaaft  of  display- 
ing truth  by  haKes;  and  as  we  love  pbia 
dealing  ourselves,  we  detest  hypocrisy  in 
others,  and  pity  those  who  would  wbh  us  to 
follow  their  example.  We  sakl  to  the  Houta 
of  Commons  (meaning  the  said  Commons 
Houre  of  Parliament),  we  are  wronged  and 
aggrievad  }  will  you  right  us,  and  redress  our 
grievances,  or  will  you  not?  If  you  will,  we 
shall  be  satished ;  if  you  will  not,  we  shall 
took  redress  toose  other  way.  Thb  it  the 
sole  question  with  us  ;  and  we  put  it,  as  we 
thought,  in  a  most  becoming  btyle  to  the 
House  of  Commons  (meaning  the  said  Com- 
mons House  of  Parliament) ;  but  our  potitlMi 
being  scouted,  we  shall  trouble  them  no  more 
with  our  coarse  and  unmannerly  bmeuage :  it 
will  be  our  duty  to  proceed,  aa  wo  oava  oai- 
formly  done  hitherto,  in  enUghtening  the 
public  mind ;  and  when  a  compete  revolution 
of  sentioMnt  shall  take  pUtoe  (as  iHll  shortly 
be  the  case)  in  our  country,  w^  shall  open  our 
mouths  in  that  key  we  thmk  most  agreeable 
to  ourselves;  and  our  voice,  together  witii 
that  of  our  disfranchised  countrymen,  will  ra* 
scmble  perhaps  the  thuinlcrings  from  Mount 
.Smu  !  It  tlie  members  of  the  House  of  Coffin 
mons  (moaoing  the  Mud  Commons  Howe  of 
Parliament)  be  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, there  is  no  cause  of  complaint,  if  it  be 
a  virtual  representation,  those  who  are  virUi« 
ally  represented  are  alone  competent  to  ascocw 
tain  the  conditions  of  the  trust,  and  to  deter* 
mine  whether  the  virtual  representation  an- 
swer its  intended  object:  wo  havalong  since 
decided  on  the  suVijrct,  and  our  veraict  is 
— cuiLTY.  Those  who  have  a  right  to  speak 
in  a  di^hMorfal  lone  disgraca  thamselm  by 
petitioning ;  nor  can  there  be  any  proprie^ 
m  petitiotiini^  a  corrupt  agent  to  remove  him- 
self, and  to  appoint  another  in  his  place. 
And  in  another  part  thereof,  according  to  the 
tenor  and  effect  following  (that  is  to  say),  the 
constitution  of  iintain  Indeed  is  highly  ex^ 
tolled,  as  the  greatest  afleet  of  human  wis- 
dom, so  is  the  constitution  of  Tiirk'\v  at  Con- 
stantinople ;  but  these  are  pre|udices,  and  the 
long  tyranny  of  prejudiea  w  verf^ing  to  a 
speedy  termmation,  in  contempt  ot  our  said 
lord  the  king  and  his  laws,  to  the  evil  example 
of  all  others,  in  the  like  cai>e  oticnduig,  and' 
agaiast  the  peace  of  our  said  lord  the  king^ 
his  crown  and  dignity.  And  the  jurors  afore- 
said, upon  their  oatli  aforesaid,  do  fisrther  pre> 
salt,  that  thasaid  Henry  Eedhnd,  otherwisa 
Henry  Yorkc,  Joseph  Gales,  and  Richard  Da- 
vison, so  being  6uch  persons  as  aforesaid,  and 
so  contriving  and  iuleiMling  as  afore^iid,  on 
the  seventh  my  of  April,  in  the  thirty-fourth 
year  aforesaid,  and  on  diver*  other  days  and 
times,  as  well  before  as  after,  with  force  and 
St 
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arm?,  al  Slicflfield  aforesnid,  in  \he  cotmty 
aforesaid,  unlawfully,  maliciously,  and  scditi- 
•utij,  did  flf^Mn  combine,  conspire,  and  con- 
federate with  rarh  othrr,  ann  with  divprs 
other  disatfected  and  ill-di«^posed  subjects, 
vfaoM  QMnct  are  to  tbe  said  jtirora  aaknown, 
to  traduce,  vilify,  and  defame  the  said  Com- 
mons House  of  I'ar4iament,  *and  the  govern- 
ment of  this  realm,  and  to  excite  a  spirit  of 
diKontent,  disaffection,  and  sedition  in  the 
minds  ot  tiir  lie^e  8ul)iert«i  of  our  said  lord 
the  king,  towards  and  agmasi  our  said  lord 
the  king,  and  tb»  prremmtM^i  Ibte  reahn, 
in  contempt  of  otir  said  lord  the  king  and  his 
laws,  to  the  evil  example  of  all  others,  in  the 
like  case  ofiendtni^  and  a^inst  the  peace  of 
our  said  lord  the  king,  his  crown  and  dignity. 
And  the  jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their  oath 
aforesaid,  do  farther  present,  that  the  said 
Henry  Redhead,  otherwise  Henry  Yevlle,  Jik 
*cph  Gales,  and  Rkhard  Davison,  so  being 
such  persons  as  aforesaid^  and  so  eontiivinu; 
and  lotendlng  as  afcfceaid,  en  the  seventti 
duv  of  April,  in  the  thirty-fourth  vear  afore- 
said, and  on  divers  other  days  and  times,  as 
well  before  as  after,  with  force  and  arms,  at 
Sheffield  aforesaid,  in  the  county  aforesaid, 
unlawfully,  maliciouslv,  and  seditiously,  did 
combine,  conspire,  and  confederate  with  each 
other,  and  with  divers  ofher  dtsalfeeled  and 
ill-disposed  subjects,  whose  names  are  to  the 
said  jurors  unknown,  to  cause  and  procure 
divert  other  auhjeetsof  onr  said  lord  the  king, 
to  a  lar^e  number  (lhat  \%  t»«9)  tO  IIm  num- 
ber of  four  thousand  and  more,  to  mrel  and 
assemble  themselves  together,  wiiti  intent, 
and  in  order  that  they  the  said  Henry  Red- 
head, oiherwivc  Henry  Yorke.  Joseph  Gales, 
and  Richard  Davison,  and  the  said  other  con- 
spirators laslinantioned,  might  tUter,  propose, 
itublish,  and  read,  ami  cause,  and  procure  to 
DO  uttered,  proposed,  published,  and  read,  to 
the  said  last  mentioned  subjects  at  such  as- 
sembly, divers  other  scandalous,  seditious,  and 
intlammalory  «;prrche»,  resolutions,  and  writ- 
ings of  and  cunccriiiii^  the  Commons  ilouse 
of  Pifliameni,  and  the  government  of  this 
realm,  traducing,  villifvlnir,  and  dcfauiin'j:  the 


aforesaid,  at  Sheffield  aforesaid,  in  the  coanty 
alorcsaid,  cause  and  procure  divers  other  sub* 
jects  of  our  said  lord  the  king,  tea  iiiij^<nwiii 
^»€r  (lhat  is  to  say),  to  the  number  of  foov 
thousand  and  more,  to  meet  and  assemble 
themielfw  togitb w  al  o  mhaim  open  plstr 
called  the  Castlo-hUl  at  8hiMd  aforesaid,  io 
the  county  of  York  aforesaid;  and  did  then 
and  there,  at  the  said  last  mentioned  as* 
sembljr»  pMiioto,  nMtr,  fuhlieh,  «Kl  mtt, 
and  cause  and  prociire   to   be  proposed 
uttered,  pubiishea,  and  raui,  to  the  ssid 
last  mentioned  snhjectt  so  Mealwhlid,  •• 
!a«-t  aforesaid,  divers  other  scandalous,  sell* 
tioiis^  and  inflammatory  speeches,  resolutiem^ 
and  wtHhigs,  of  andeooeemingthe  saidCeH- 
mons  House  of  Parliament,  and  the  govern* 
men!  of  this  realm  ;  traducing,  viUifyintj.  and 
detaming  the  said  Commons  House  ,ot  Psr* 
Kameal,  and  government  of  Ihie'  rcaha; 
and  representing  the  people  of  this  realm  to 
hn  unlawfuliy  oppressed  and  injuied  bytbe 
f^ovemiBefit  theitrnf;  \u  eoitJBy»of  ow  mH 
lord  the  king  and  his  laws,  to  the  evil  example 
of  all  others  in  the  like  case  oHending,  and 
against  the  peace  of  our  ^id  lord  the  kiiig, 
his  crown  and  dignity.   And  the  jurors  afore- 
said, upon  their  oath  aforesaid,  do  farther 
present  that  the  said  Henry  Hedhead,  other- 
wise HeniyYorke,  Joseph  Oaks,  widlRlahenl 
Davison,  so  bein^  s\ich  persons  as  aforesaid, 
and  so  contriving  and  intending  as  aforesaid, 
on  Iba  wventb  day  of  April,  m  fho  IhNlf- 
fourth  3rear  aforesaid,  and  on  divers  other  dsys 
and  times,  as  well  before  as  after,  with  force 
and  arms,  at  Sheflield  aforesaid,  in  the 
county  aforesaid,  dkl  unlawfMlyv  mliisioi** 
ly,  and  seditiously  combine,  conspire,  and 
confederate  with   eacli  other,    and  with 
otversoiner  ananoeiecmnw  nr'WMpoeeo  sue* 
jert«i,  whose  names  are  to  the  said  jurors  wn- 
known,  to  break  and  disturb  the  peace  snd 
tranquillity  of  this  realm,  and  to  rise  and  et- 
cHe  nets,  eoinmotions,  and  tumults  ttierein, 
amonc<;t  the  subjects  of  our  said  lord  tlie  kin?, 
and  to  incite  and  encourage  the  said  subjects 
to  fumith  and  proeide  afim  and  offensive 
weapons,  for  the  purpose  of  more  eflecliit!!y 


Mild  Commons  House  of  I'arliament,  and  go- 1  raising  and  carryine  on  sueb.riott^  comno- 
vemment  of  this  realm;  and  representing  the  tiofie,  andlumiirit,  ra  liumiipl  of  uui  ■!# 


people  of  this  realm  to  hemilawnilly  oppressed    lord  the  king  and  hie  tawe^to  the  evil  < 


and  injtired  by  the  Government  thereof,  and 
might  thereby  irritate  and  uitlauie  the  minds 
of  the  said  last  oiMitioned  subjects,  against 
the  s:im|  Commons  noii<;e  of  parli:inirnt  and 
the  goveriiuifnt  of  this  realm,  and  excite 
ill  the  minds  of  the  said  last  mentioned  Mih- 
jects  H  spirit  of  discontent,  disaftVcliou.  and 
sedition  towards  an<l  ui^ainst  our  saitl  lord  the 
kinj?,  and  the  <»ovprnment  of  this  realm  ;  ami 
that  the  said   Henrv   Rmlhead,  oUierxn^e 


of  all  other«»,  in  the  like  case  offipr>dio?.  eed 
against  the  peace  ot  our  said  lord  llie  king, 
his  crown,  and  dignit}'. 

Mr.  Imip. — May  it  please  ywir  lordship; 
Gentlenten  of  the  Jury ; — ^In  opening  to  yi^ 
the  suhjecl  of  this  Indietinenf ,  1  will  irentofo 
to  n<ss»in)e,  lhat  you  are  not  wholly  unw- 
quainteil  with  the  history  of  your  own  oouo* 
try  during  the  last  thrsa  or  (bue  ypsrs.nor 
wholly  unapprlMd  of  the  dangerous*  atmnpts 


H»  nry  Yorke,  Joseph  Gales,  and  Richard  Da-  '  that  have  been  made,  both  Irom  within  and 
vjson,  and  the  saul  other  conspirators  last  I  without,  to  undermine  the  government  of  the 
mentioned,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  last  men*  ^  eavntry,  to  spread ^tsu^c tton  antf  dIscenWBt 
tioned  combinatTon  and  conspirarv.  unlaw-  '  amonjj  the  minds  of  his  mi<''>^tv>  <uVprt«, 
hdly,  maliciouflv.  an<i  !»editiously,  did,  on  the  |  and  particularly  to  dniw  into  the  disresped^lr 
'~t1ift  dijraf  April,  mtha  thrny-lburth  year  |  hittMUMty*sftubjecb,aBdaliif  «ri»f-''-'*^ 
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rkhzi  piithMiii  bwoch  of  the  timtlStaiam  in 

iwhicn  we  are  interested,  Ihcy  bein^  our  repre- 
MBJUUves;  I  menu  Ibe  third  braoch  of  the 
ihythture,  the  Oominom  Hauw  of  Psriia- 
,inent.   Gentlemeo,  you  are  aware,  no  doubt, 
•of  U)9  tiMkialnoiw  ana  miaehievous  ^ns  that 
.Invft'bMni  Iskiii  to  ihcolalo  iKieoiitiBli%- 
(fpflBlilig  that  branch  of  the  legitlalure ;  to 
poison  the  minds  of  his  majesty's  wihjects 
^e^^ecUog  it ;  to  induce  them  to  believe  that 
•hiir  N^NMDtalivwy  iMtead  of  being  induced 
,hy  motives  of  duty,  are  instigated  by  the 
,«ordid  motives  of  nin  and  advantage ;  and 
^kM  oiogr  tbiiig  Iwe  m  ottentioa  to  pabKc 
■duty  is  wholly  extinct  in  that  body,  upon 
whom  ao  much  ofour  welfare  depends.  Mucii 
.fMOt  have  b^n  taken  to  make  us  hold  m 
.^srespect  that  wholesome  system  of  laws,  and 
-Chat  beneficial  arrangement  of  political  and 
'Civil  government,  under  which  tliis  country 
,^■0  long  existed  in  a  greater  degree  of  ha^i- 
.ness,  both  civil  and  reiigiou<;,  than  anjolDtr 
country  upon  the  face  of  the  slobe. 

OeDtlemen,  yen  tfe  not  to  betoM  thtt  in 
179t  and  179:^,  a  great  number  of  societies 
disseminating  poison  through  the  king- 
^KNn,  in  the  shape  of  associations  and  com- 
tioations,  for  the  purpose,  feignedly  perhli|W, 
I  believe  wholly  teignedly,  for  efl'ectuig  a  re- 
form ia  parimuieot.  Among  the  persons 
very  niack  ^ystioguishing  tfiemaelves  upon 
.that  occasion,  and  miscluevously  distinguish- 
ing themselves,  were  the  three  defendanta  in 
tbn  eanse,  and  pectiaideriy  the  defendant  ntflr 
.'before  you.  Gentlemen,  the  scene  of  attion 
^was,  the  trading  towns  in  this  country;  and 
«bout  tlie  close  of  179<i,  or  the  besinning  of 
t79ti,  a  most  miaehievous  spirit  ditphiyed  itself  | 
in  the  actii)s;s,  and  counsels,  Rr>d  conspiracies  ' 
.which  are  tiie  tul^ect  of  this  indictment,  and 
«lao  in  the  year  llB«|'4f>  iMi  poiid,  Mili- 
^sukrly,  ymir  ■Wwitian  m  tfw  cwn  «m  be 
^Uncled. 

Gentlemen,  tlie  subject  of  this  indictment 
it  •  iwnwinwp  t  nnd  you  wiU  excuse  me  if  I 

juat  lay  down,  tmder  the  direction  of  my  lord, 
to  which  you  will  defer  ;  and  if  i  should  lay 
ionn  any  thing  that  is  not  founded  in  the 
soundest  principles  of  law,  I  shall  receive 
gladly  the  correctioo  of  the  kerned  judge,  and 

Sii  inll  Mtciee  the  Imt  iaibrnwtwfk  fivm 
cu  that  you  can  receive  upon  the  subject. — 
Gentlemen,  in  cases  of  conspiracy,  for  that  is 
the  crime  chareed,  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of 
<lieail,andyenciMXt«ipeet  to  bring  persons 
who  were  pre«?ent  at  the  immediate  tncetirip 
where  the  parUes  Miimedialcly  confer  and 
.caomiwiiicaile  upon  their  designs,  end  wliere 
originates  the  purp^?e  stated  upon  the  record 
^  the  conspiracy  of  an  unlawful  purpose  in 
HMeh  they  wete  engaged ;  but  you  areoDliged, 
as  in  all  other  cases,  to  infer  the  purpose  trom 
4he  act,  and  where  you  find  a  number  of  per- 
aona  acting  apparently  in  concert,  whose  acts 
•jleftd  lo  one  common  end  and  object,  and  that 
^common  cud  uml  ob|e(  i  of  their  united  actm^s 
.li-  ffi  wnkwUV  «um1  uuiUi«evou»  jpuvf use,  you 
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that  community  of  action  a  unity  of 

design,  and  if  you  find  them  acting  jointly,  or 
acting  seoarateiy,  with  an  intention  of  eject- 
ing an  WMawlbl  purpose,  the  law  denominates 
that  a  conspiracy,  which  hy  their  acting  llipy 
are  eadeevoturtng  to  promote :  if  therelore  I 
M  9&m  «t  one  <tnie,  olfaAv  mt  detached 
times,  endeavouring  to  promote  the  same  se- 
ditious purpose  fand  yoti  cannot  but  in'er 
from  their  coublant  acting  towards  the  same 
object  that  th^  have  a  unity  of  design),  yon 
are  then  to  pronounce  that  that  unity  of  de- 
sign, the  design  being  unlawful,  is  what  the 
law  denommitee  a  eonspimcy,  and  then  oon< 
sidcr  of  the  tnrans  imputed  to  them  to  eficcl 
that  deaign,  which  are  tlie  most  likely  to  cairj 
that  mifdiieirous  deatgn  into  efiect. 

The  conspiracy  that  they  are  charged  with 
is  this,  a  conspiracy  to  traduce  and  vilify  the 
Commons  House  of  Parliament,  to  excite  dis- 
affection towards  the  kine  and  fan  goverament 
in  the  minds  of  his  subjects,  to  excite  riots 
and  tumults  aud  commutious  in  the  realm ; 
that  jalhf  vAstence  of  tbeeeaspiracy  cbargecl 
in  tiiaaevcral  counts  in  the  indictment;  for  I 
collect  now  the  conspiracy  as  it  is  durged  in 
all  the  counts ;  in  the  clifl^rent  counts  we 
charge  differeol  saeanamaed  to  afiectnate  that 
end,  and  the  principal  means  are  these,  the 
collecting  an  assembly  at  hheffielU,  where  the 
defendant  and  others  then  noMed, -respecting 
whom,  perhaps,  I  shall  state  to  you  shortly, 
and  arrest  here  tiio  detail  of  4he  indicloient, 
and  IfaeevhleBce  upcni  irhiebtl  is  ibnnded  to 
state  to  you  who  they  ore ;  the  defendant, 
whose  private  character  we  know  nothing  uf 
prior  to  his  appearance  there  in  1792  or  1793, 
where  he  seeitoa  to  have  taloantip  his  k»dgiagk 
early,  with  a  person  of  the  name  of  Gal.'s,  ;t 
printer,  who  was  a  maiu  instrumeul  ot  car- 
rying his  purposed  into  eflRecl,  and  Davison, « 
Journeyman  printer  lo  this  Gale.*,  who  have 
iy  their  tumultuous  conduct  cither  been 
exiled,  or  self-exUed,  have  withdrawn  them- 
selves from  Sheffield:  theSe  are  the  persons 
under  whose  banners  all  the  mischievous 
measures  that  were  taken  seem  to  have  been 
arrayed,  and  under  their  assistance  principally 
carried  into  effect.    Gentlemen,  1  was  stating 
to  vuu  what  the  object  of  tbc  iudictiuenl  was, 
and  what  were  the  counts  stoted  in  it.  The 
counts  charged  u{>on  them  are  first  uf  all 
conspiracy  to  vilify,  and  traduce,  and  defame 
the  Commons  Flouse  of  Porliaaoent.  I  stated, 
hk^jwise,  a  conspiracy  to  eicite  disaffection 
towards  his  ntajcsty'.-?  pjovernment,  and  lo  ex- 
cite riol<>  and  tumults  lu  the  country,  and  tlien 
I  was  about  to'&tate  to  you  the  means  detailed 
in  the  indiclnitiif,  as  tlic  means  intended  to 
carry  tliose  desii^ns  into  ctl'ect.  The  first 
means  stated  is  the  callins  an  assembly  to  be 
held  at  Sheffield  theTth  of  .A  pril,  17«.n. 

(Irntlenicn,  there  cxisle<l  in  that  place,  as 
in  various  parts  ut  the  kingdom,  a  society 
called  the  Oonstitutiunal  Society ;  and  there 
were  other  sjocielics  in  oiber  parts  of  the 
couulryf  CoKespundiug  bocielies,  and  of 
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various  other  names.  Here  I  ihink  they 
called  themselves  (lor  under  that  title  they 
ehoie  to  veil  their  wieked  designs)  they  called 
Ihenwelves  A  Meeting  of  the  Friends  of 
Justice,  Liberty,  and  Humanity.  Those  who 
were  members  of  this  aockty*  and  all  others 
^vllo  rnisrht  choose  to  rnnic  together,  wrre 
convetied  by  an  advertiseuient  jq  the  bhef- 
field  Begiater,  a  paper  publbbed  by  Gales,  on 
the  4th  of  April,  1794,  inserted  in  consequence 
of  a  resolution  of  a  mectina;  of  the  9(1  of  April, 
It  begins  first  of  iill,  "  Fubiicaueeting 
in  the  open  air and  the  very  manner  of 
convening  Ibcm,  indicates  an  intpnlion  of  dis> 
turbance.  The  convening  a  multitude,  which 
no  prurate  boose  ooald  amid  room  for,  ahows 
that  intention ;  and  particularly  when  they 
wexe  convened  respecting  a  public  object, 
particularly  liable  to  mischief.  It  says,  "  The 
jPHends  of  Justice,  Liberty,  and  ilumanity, 
Hfc  desired  to  meet  at  three  o'clock,  on  Mon- 
day, the  7th  April,  1794,  on  the  Castie-hill,  in 
Sheffield,  to  consider  on  the  propriety  of  ad- 
dressing the  king,  in  behalf  of  the  persecuted 
Mtrioto,  citizens  Muir,  Palmer,  bkiifing, 
Margarot,  and  Gerrald.*'* 

Gentlemen,  these  are  persons  who  were 
previously  convicted  by  the  feulcnce  of  their 
.country,  of  offences  which  they  merited,  as  it 
•ceoied  to  tliat  countiy,  and  at  it  should  seen 
giving  due  credit  to  the  persons  before  wliom 
they  were  tried.  They  are  recited  here  as 
being  penocuted  patriols.  I  think  this  very 
advertisement  is  seditinu^^  \n  itself,  andwould 
warrant  the  cliargesiii  the  indiclinent. 

"  Pl'ULIC  Mr.tTISG  — IN  THE  OPEN  AlR. 

**  CmmUtee  Room  of  the  Sheffield  OmMinaimud 
Soctcty,  April  '2,  1794. 

*•  The  Friend.s  of  Justice,  of  Liberty,  and  of 
Humanity,  in  the  lowp  fma  neighbourhood  of 

SliefTield.  arc  desired  to  meet  on  Monday  next, 
at  three  o'clock  in  Uie  aflerooon,on  the  Oastlc- 
hili,  io'  Sl^eflSeld,  to  consider  unon  the  pro- 
priety of  addressing  the  king,  in  ochalf  of  the 

per«^criitcd  patriots,  rit!?fns  Miiir,  Palmer, 
Skirviug,  M^rgarut,  and  Ucrrald;  ai»o  of  again 


tuous  assembly,  which,  upon  the  evidence  that 
will  be  given  to  you,  amounieii  to  severs! 
thousancto.  Th^  represented  the  number,  ib 
one  of  the  paper*  published  hv  Gafe's,  at  nhorjt 
1 2,000  i  and  there  is  a  nola  bene  at  the  bottom, 
that  **  \%\»  eipected  that  •  ottmber  of  IHcnia 
to  the  above  mc:^snrc5  wi!)  attend  on  thi';  or- 
casioo  from  distant  parts  of  tiie  vwtaUy."  So 
that  it  was  really  rmging  a  bell  throi^hoDt 
the  countr^r,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the 
desifrn*!  which  they  intendef)  to  acromplisiL. 
This  advertisemeul  produced  a  meelaig  upon 
the  rtfaof  Afiril ;  but,  priortotiiat,  there  wa»% 
private  mectinLr,  at  which  a  person  who  will  be 
produced  to  you  as  a  witness,  of  the  name  of 
Broombead  vrae  preaent  wfaea  Mr.  YoHke'Mi 
two  or  three  nu^rc  wcro  prr'-mt;  and  then  with 
a  V  iew  to  traduce  and  degrade  the  ilouse  of  Com- 
mons, it  was  agrenl  raat  a  sham  propositioB 
should  be  madeof  petitioning  the  House  of  Cmi^ 
mons  for  redress,  tipon  the  subject  of  parfia- 
roentary  representauoa,  considering  that  as  a 
grievance  iniich  required  immediate  redres*; 
and  it  was  agreed  tliat  iJroomhcid  should  he 
the  man  to  make  ilmt  propositioo,  and  thai 
some  others  of  the  party  taooM  aen«y»c 
thus  far  endeavouring  to  throw  a  slur  upon 
the  Uouiie  of  Commons,  that  it  was  idle  and 
fruitless  to  endeavour  to  obtain  any  tiung 
from  the  House  of  Comnoua;  orifMt  eiieUj 
fruitless,  tliey  looked  tipon  them  to  lie  too 
vile  to  be  worth  their  atieotioa  a  sinrie  mo- 
ment ;  and  it  shows  hoir  theae  f%cfm  eclai 
upon  the  minds  of  the  unwary  and  the  igno- 
rant, who  met  in  cooseqtience  of  thia  advcr* 
tiaement.  At  thia  marting,  what  wai  4mm  I 
have  from  the  authority  of  the  defendant 
himself,  who  tboMsht  that  the  puhUration  of 
that  spcecli  would  btbl  etleciuale  the  obiecla 
of  that  meeting,  and  disseminate  Ike  SimaD 
which  they  thought  would  be  too  narrowly 
confined,  tf  confined  only  to  the  lyooo  pep- 
sons  who  were  assemltied  ufiea  thai  eeaaamiL 
Orntlcmcn,  there  can  be  nothin^^  mcire 
mischievous  than  caJitog  persons  together  to 
heu  inflammatory  iurangues;  and  when 
peoplehnfeaot  Jsiansa  to  oooaidar  UwhI^ 


„        -     .tr  «, '       *^  -    w       jecl,  may  carry  the  unwary  to  measures  vwr 

petitioning  the  lIoi«e  of  C^moqs  for  a  re^  1  'i^n^erou.  to  the  public  quiet,  which  .f  the> 
form  in  the  representation  of  tlie  people ;  and    harf  i     "  .     ^     v  . .  'f 

to  determine  upon  the  propriety  ot  petitioning 


the  king  for  the  total  and  unqualified  abolition 

of  nrijro  '•l.ivory. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  address  to  the  king, 
in  behalf  of  the  persecuted  patriots,  whicn 
has  now  been  rcaa,  be  recommended  to  the 
COnsidrralion  of  the  general  meeting. 

*'  lUsolved,  l  hat  citizen  H.  Yurke  be  rc- 

?|uesled  to  draw  up  the  petition  to  the  king, 
or  the  total  and  i.nqtialincd  abolition  of  necro 
slavery, and  that  he  be  requested  to attendto 
M>j»port  the  measure. 

**  WiLUAK  DaooxaEaD,  sec.** 

Under  tbia  ndveftiaameiitwta  this  Umiiil- 

their  Trials  lorSeditioB  ia  the  sSrd 
)  plqinr  i>l  tliis  CollectioQ, 


had  not  been  «>  acted  upon,  they  would  never 
have  thought  of  It  certainly  was  intended 
to  induce  them  to  commit  the  ownt  oaia- 
chwvDos  McssssB  thotthiaaoit  of  language 

was  held. 

The  hrst  motion  was  to  address  the  king  io 
behalf  of  Uie  persecuted  patriots,  I  have 
almily  taid  tbey  me  described  by  thai 
name,  of  citizens  Muir,  Palmrr,  Mar;^not, 
bkirving,  and  Gerrald,  wlio  were  at  itiat  rao- 
ment  under  conviction  by  a  court  of  profW 
jiiri^dictiun,  fiar  oAoaaa  of  ite  *^ 
enormity. 

OeiitMaMn.tya  nubKcaf8na< 
the  world  by  Gales,  who  is  not  here,  ^^in^t 
whom  we  give  evidence  as  against  Mr.  )oriM« 
wlao  is  here.  It  wiU  be  only  in  yourpewer  >a 
eoDvict' 
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Ml»  Hit  odMTt  having  fled  and  witbdnmm 
tbeonehres  from  the  justice  of  their  country ; 
tilt  that  wUi  not  embarrmM  us  io  our  proof, 

%MMM  W9  fAudl  tflO  MMBO  VTOOf  M  Iff 

they  were  present.  Gentlemen,  it  is  neces- 
Mry  that  I  should  detail  to  vou  many  parti- 
culars, and  I  would  not  employ  your  time  in 
any  thinf  MnioiparHnil  to  tbt  imtiiilioD 
before  you. 

Oentlemen,  after  this  address  had  been 
IMMI,  which  cootrim  nothing  but  what  is 
rxtremely  mischievous,  there  is  a  part  of  the 
speech  staled  io  the  record,  which,  as  it  seems 
^  fiw,  eoiilslm  that  which  win  show  the 
most  mischievous  purpose,  on  the  part  of  the 
TUUd  who  immediately  uttered  it,  and  of  the 
persoDS  who  made  use  of  him  as  the  mouth 
4>y  which  they  were  to  otter  the  seditious  sen- 
timents they  wished  to  propagate.   "  Fcllow- 
citisens!"    [This  is  a  part  of  the  speech 
which  he  addressed  to  the  people  Mwmmed.] 
The  day  is  at  length  arrivea,  when  fanali- 
cutn  and  superstition,  deprived  of  their  tinsel 
trappings,  ami  exposed,  m  their  native  ugii- 
fiess,  to  the  view  of  mankind,  slink  scowhng 
back  to  the  cave  of  obscurity ;  there,  I  hope, 
4JMy  will  for  ever  remain.  The  energy  of 
ITlHWihiiien  will  no  loneer  endure  Ifais  strange 
-uproar  of  iniustice.'*  They  will  no  loncer 
«Ddure  it !  wbat  does  he  mean  to  represent 
%j  this,  but  that  BogHshnien,  eticrgetle  as 
fheir  character  is,  had  hitherto  chdurcd  a  re- 
ligMMi  that  consisted  in  fanaticism  and  snpcr- 
•titioQ  ?  That  is  the  obvious  meaning  of  the 
paramph.  "  I  trust  roy  countrymen  arc  sick 
if  religious  and  political  imposture."  What 
is  that  but  to  state  to  them  that  they  had 
been  deceived,  and  that  they  had  bee&  m  the 
habits  of  religious  and  political  imposture. 

That  their  decisive  and  manly  conduct  will 
coHRnand,  Hi  as  imperious  tone,  irijdeh  wH) 
take  no  denial,  not  a  melioration  of  these 
enormous  abuses,  which  would  be  to  compro- 
misevrith  injustice;  but  I  trust  they  will  de- 
flMHld  the  annihilation  of  corruptions  and 
abines,  and  a  restitution  of  the  original  rights 
of  human  nature."  Now,  what  is  this  but 
telling  them  he  hoped  they  would  not  be  par- 
leying  either  with  one  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture or  tbe  other,  compromising  with  injus- 
tice; by  which  he  nott  mean  treating  with 
the  Kovemment;  but  that  they  woura  de- 
inand,  in  an  imperious  tone,  which  would 
take  no  denial,  the  alterations  he  was  pro- 
posing. Gentlemen,  is  it  fit  that  a  multitude 
'shoala  be  assembled,  and  reproached  with 
baviuc  endured  so  lon^  that  which  he  con- 
aidann  aa  fhaaiieism  aad  superstition,  and 
religious  and  political  imposture,  and  told 
that  they  are,  with  their  own  arm  (for  in  effect 
ft  comes  to  that)  to  redress  their  supposed 
grievances,  and  to  demand  an  annihilation  of 
every  thing  thev  thought  injurious  to  the  com- 
4nunity?  Gentlemen,  ought  they  not  rather 
to  seek  a  redress  of  grievances  in  the  mode 
J>r»intcd  «nit  by  the  legislature,  bv  peaceable 
/wd  legal  fseabs^  which  caiuot  fiuf  to  produce 


their  effect,  when  the  existence  of  such  abuses 
are  fairly  made  out?  "  A  restitution  of  the 
original  rights  of  human  nature."  What  that 
means  I  am  at  a  toss  to  conceive;  the  right  of 
human  nature  before  man  enters  into  poTitiral 
societjr,  is  the  ricbt  of  the  savage  to  wander 
about  in  the  woods;  and  when  be  enters  into 
society,  he  nirrenders  up  his  rights,  as  the 
purchase  he  pays  for  that  beneficial  protec- 
tion which  he  derives  from  the  laws  of  so- 
ciety. This,  then,  is  to  suggest  to  them  that 
kind  of  spirit  which,  if  it  was  permitted  to  in- 
crease, no  political  government  of  anyde- 
scriptifin  cowd  possibly  subsist  nnder  ttie  en* 
couragement  of  such  doctrines. 

Gentlemen,  I  wUI  not  trouble  you  vrith  all 
the  parts  of  this  speech ;  some  of  them  have 
more  or  less  malignity  in  them.   There  is  a 
practical  principle  of  mischief  insinuated  in 
the  next  paragraph,  about  which  no  man  can 
doubt  a  moment  what  was  meant  to  be  ad* 
vised  by  it.  After  slating,  that  all  the  govern- 
ments of  Europe  presented  no  satisfaction  to 
the  contemplation  of  the  philosopher,  that 
they  were  all  ill-constructed,  and  productive 
of  abuse;— this  is  what  he  says  in  effect,  with- 
out any  exceptbn  of  uur  own  government ; — 
he  says,  *<  It  muil  be  granlad,  that  this  expe- 
rience is  important.  Because  it  teaches  the 
su&riag  nations  of  tlie  present  da^r  in  what 
manner  to  prepera  their  combustible  ingre- 
dients, and  humanists  in  what  manner  to  en- 
kindle them,  so  as  to  produce  with  effect  that 
^rand  noKtical  expkision  which,  at  the  same 
time  tnat  it  buries  despotism,  already  con- 
vulsive and  agonising,  in  ruins,  may  raise  up 
tbe  people  to  the  dignity  and  sublime  gran- 
(four  of  freedom.'*  Ne#,  gentlemen,  this  sug- 
gested to  the  people  assembled,  considering 
at  what  time  it  was  uttered,  considering  what 
aeenes  were  adins  in  other  places,  can  any 
thing  be  meant  ov  combustille  ingredients, 
af\er  having  descrioed  all  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope as  groaning  under  despotism,  and  no  ex- 
ception mwlaortlie  government  of  this  coim- 
try,  but  teaching  us  to  prepare  combustible 
ingredients  as  the  means  of  blowing  up  all 
this  despotism,  this  outrageous  despotism,  at 
he  calls  it,  that  applies  to  every  government 
in  Europe?  and  the  ingredients  are  those  by 
which  the  subsisting  governments  in  every 
country  in  Europe  should  be  blown  up,  and 
produce  a  grand  political  explosion,  which,  at 
the  time  that  it  bunes  despotism,  is  to  destroy 
the  esisting  government,  and  produce  hap- 
piness to  mankind;  which,  if  it  is  obtained, 
can  only  be  done  by  blowiiig  up  in  this  way 
every  government  arrangea  by  the  political 
wifdotii  of  every  country  in  Europe,  and  we 
are  to  seek  happiness  afterwards  in  anv  form 
in  which  society  is  to  be  found.   I  think  it  is 
the  moat  dangerous  adventure  which  the  mind 
of  man  can  l>e  drawn  to,  or  which  can  be  sug- 
gested to  people,  inflamed  at  the  time,  as  they 
were,\hyan  inflammatory  hanngne. 

Gentlemen,  it  will  be  unnecessary  for  me, 
perhaps,  to  dcteU  much  more  to  you.  1  will 
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S've  you  one  more  extract  j  aod,  considering 
le  length  of  time  tills  discus^n  may  oocu  py , 

I  should  be  ashamed  to  waste  your  time :  I 
will  only  trouble  you  xfixh  another  extract, 
whkcli  is  this;  he  suggests  to  them,  that  the 
cultivation  of  their  reason,  and  the  improve- 
ment of  the  mind,  would  necessarily  con- 
Jtemplate  this  government  as  that  which  is 
Imposeible  to  fubelst,  consistently  with  the 
state  of  mankind  ;  that  it  was  a  government 
so  absurd,  that  it  was  only  to  let  in  the  day- 
light upon  it,  to  see  thmt  it  was  totally  incon- 
sistent with  all  good  government   He  says, 
•*  When  such  a  revolution  of  sentiment  shall 
havedispersed  the  mists  of  prejudice;  when,  by 
tbe  jpceMMt  thunderings  from  the  press,  the 
mesoest  flOttaeer  of  our  country  sluill  be  eiv- 
lighleiied,  and  the  sun  of  reason  shall  shine 
ia  its  fullest  meriditn  over  as,  then  we  com- 
manding voice  of  the  whole  people  shall  rfr- 
commcnJ  the  568  gentlemen  m  St.  Stephen's 
chapel  to  gu  about  tlieir  business."  Now,  I 
believe  few  who  hear  me  are  ignorant  thnt 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  con- 
sist of  that  number,  and  that  the  place  in 
which  they  sit  to  execute  their  legislative 
function  is  St.  Stephen's  chapel.   Then  what 
.does  be  say  heref  as  soon  as  the  mists  of  pre- 
judice than  htve  been  dispersed,  then  that 
Dody,  which  only  subsists  under  favour  of 
prejudice,  hh&W  be  discarded ;  when,  by  the 
mcessant  thunderings  from  the  press  (a  little 
Junble  of  melapbor,  I  think),  the  meanest 
cottager  of  our  country  shall  be  enlightened  ; 
the  nrst  thing  we  shall  do,  when  we  have 
ppened  our  eyes,  we  shall  see  that  those  per- 
sons who  have  been  elected  as  members  of 

Crliamcnt,  and  that  this  constitution,  which 
s  subsisted  for  ages,  is  a  constitution  per- 
fectly incompatible  with  all  good  government, 
and  that  they  will  be  discarded,  and  shut  out 
of  doors.  Geutlemen,  that  government  which 
in  any  country  is  held  in  contemfit,  cannot 
safely  subsist.  Does  not  every  government 
under  the  sun  talce  means,  and  must  it  not 
take  means  against  such  degrading  insultof 
Why,  iu  God's  name,  is  the  united  dignity  of 
the  empire  to  be  insulif d  in  this  way.  to  be 
drawn  uito  contempt  and  ndtcul«  !  and  what 
it  the  practiral  consequence  that  is  to  follow 
upon  that  ridicule  thrown  upon  such  a  body? 
From  the  moment  that  men  cease  to  fcspect, 
It  leads  than  to  caaaa  te  obey,  and  ts»n  t» 
lipl  and  tumult  thionghoat  aveiy  pari  of  the 
luncdom. 

Gentlemen,  these  parts  of  the  speech  I 
Wve  commented  ujiOB,  I  think,  fttrly ;  it  ariil 

be  for  you  to  put  your  own  comments  upon 
them.  It  you  ajrec  with  me,  that  these  ex- 
tracts are  seditious  in  the  highest  degree; 
that  Mr.  Vc  rkr.  who  uttrred  them,  could  not 
but  have  eulerlaiued  ascdiliuuttpurpose;  that 
those  fiersons  who  agree  with  him  that  sueh 
tpeechcs  should  be  made ;  that  an  assembly 
should  be  called  fur  that  purpose ;  that  Mich  a 
■bam  motion  should  be  made ;  who  agreed 
fthtt  spfcchcs  should  b^  addmacd  to  Ibn^ 


body;  and  that,  with  a  fcnowlodw  of  wbst 
they  contwned,  be  and  Gales  actofltjr  p^ntnl 

them,  Gales  being  himself  the  printer  of  this 
publication,  can  you  have  a  doubt  the^nnraot 
the  mischief  this  is  calculated  to  produce? 

Gentlemen,  I  will  not  detail  to  you  a  great 
deal  more  of  this  speech,  in  which  they  S4j  it 
is  extremely  prou^  |or  them  to  asMtme  a 
dictatorial  tone  or  Voice ;  t  hat  they  would  not 
disgrace  themselves  by  petitioning;  thaltbert 
could  be  no  propriety  in  pelitionm^a  coirupt 
agent  to  remove  himself,  thus  aimxing  the 
impulatioil  of  corruption  to  the  Hoiue  of 
Commons  as  a  body,  and  that  no  benefit  could 
be  obtained  by  petitioning  them,  in  e&pecia> 
tion  that  they  would  make  any  akeration  is 
the  body  of  which  they  were  members. 

Gentlemen,  in  addition  to  thia  evideao^ 
which  I  think  dedsive  of  a  seditious  puipoit 
in  the  persons  so  combined,  there  is  lUievise 
evidence  that  they  did  not  mean  to  coofioe 
themselves  merely  to  speculation,  but  tbat 
they  did  wish  to  assist  the  purposes  of  C0» 
motion  and  tumult  which  were  to  be  suggested 
and  inspired  by  these  speeches  to  the  use  U 
practical  means  of  niiscbief.  and  for  that  p*tf^ 
pose;  though  I  have  no  doubt,  gentleoiov 
you  will  be  tuld  that  it  was  oeriectly  right  tbtt 
every  man  should  prepare  for  himself  a  pilt^ 
for  the  innocent  ana  justiiiable  purpote  flf 
self  defence.  That  we  shall  sift  and  canry 
between  us ;  but  I  have  no  doubt,  that  vbea 
it  is  weighed  by  you  in  the  tslaoce,  it  will  bt 
found  wanting.  Davison  seems  to  havebcea 
more  prc^rly  in  thatdepartmeat ;  the  speak- 
ing department  was  Mr.  Yorks*a,  the  prmtiag 
department  was  Mr.  Gales's,  arkd  the  armiDj 
department  seems  to  have  l>eea  more  oeoi- 
tiarly  Davison's.  The  pikes  will  be  proouced 
to  you ;  they  are  formed  in  a  way  that  might 
administer  a  very  effectual  annoyance  either  lo 
llie  civil  magistrate,  or  troops,  or  any  ihuu 
else,  in  case  of  resistance,  when  thc^  sboali 
break  out  into  u  |uiblic  opposition  to  the  go- 
vernmcntot  the  country,  wiieo  the  ooosUn- 
tible  ingradienU  wifo  lea^y  to  tako  fb%  mi 
the  grand  peUtiGalaxplosiaBVM  wmig  totib 
effect. 

Gentlemen,  I  shall  not  detail  io  you  is 
what  portions  that  evidonoa  will  ba  given  H 
you.  I  will  only  state  to  you,  that  we  ha«r 
to  draw  it  from  reluctant  witnesses;  aod 
wiU  not  much  wonder  at  thai,  beoauia  Ibi 
only  persons  who  can  produce  tliis  cvideflce 
have  boruQ  themselves  a  share  of  the  Usbmh 
and  may  throw  an  imputation  upon  thfl^ 
selves  in  relating  that  transaction.  Tbetsi 
dcnce,  however,  with  all  the  attempts  that 
may  be  made  to  suppress  or  keep  baick  utrl 
of  it,  will  not  oome  before  yolip  with  alt  wm 
endeavours,  so  defective,  but  we  may  hooesttT 
demand  at  your  hand  that  vecdi^  of  ota* 
victkm  which,  I  trust,  will  teach  thbfMjd>- 
j  man,  and  all  others  of  a  similar  dcsCRpM^ 
that  the  laws  of  this  country  are  not  loks 

1 drawn  into  contempt;  and  that  tlic  leysis^ 
Uutp  Ihaiultasdiinrtaiwiiit  af  thiacaW: 
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try,  «hidi  htM  tlMxttd  (br  MotnriM,  wMch 
has  made  us,  as  we  are,  a  great  nation,  pros- 

£cro\n  abroad,  and  happy  at  home,  are  not  to 
e  vilified  and  traduced,  and  made,  as  far  as 
in  therr  power,  the  ol»jeetl  of  disref^peet  and 
t^i"5f -^tf  rm,  wiihotrt  some  effort  on  the  pirt  of 
those  whit  love  n^ce  and  order,  and  are  at- 
to  Umim  miogs,  to  draw  do«ro  %  poiddft* 
rrrnt  upon  them  r(>rinmrri=:urate  to  trie  mis- 
chiefs tliey  meant  to  produce.  We  shall  lay 
the  eridence  before  you.  It  has  been  thought 
wise  and  fitting,  on  the  part  of  those  who  are 
entrusted  with  the  executive  function  to  draw 
this  before  the  consideration  of  a  jury  ot 
the  country,  not  doullfting  of  the  event,  not 
doubting;  fmt  thateveiy  ecnileman  sittin^^  in 
that  box  wtli  feet  the  pireik:  iDtere«l  and  his 
ttwn  mMti  upoii  thb  tutjeet,  and  will,  in  the 
▼erdict  that  he  gives,  when  the  evidence  is 
laid  before  him,  being  intrusted  for  that  pur- 
pose with  the  protection  of  the  public  safety 
give  that  verdict  which  the  protection  of  the 
public  Mfpty  immediately  requires,  and  which 
the  convicted  guilt  of  the  party  before  him, 
unmedtaieiy  warrantt. 

Gentlemen,  1  will  not  detail  any  more  of 
the  evidence  thai  is  to  be  laid  before  vou. 
I  will  ley  it  before  you ;  and  after  having  6onc 
to,  and  heard  the  evidence  on  the  other  side, 
I  shall  bftve  an  cpportmitj  of  addreeung  you 

Mr.  Y^rkc  —Mf  lord,  I  ahould  wish  to  be 

informed,  whether  my  mtrn^f!  will  be  per- 
mitted, as  well  as  roysell,  to  address  the  jury  f 
Mr.  JMtice  JleoAft-^Yoii  ma^  choMO  wheo 
ther  yoondf  or  your  ooui}m1  will  addveai  iSmt 
jury. 

Mr.  Yorke.—MAW  I  be  permitted,  when  my 
Miitel  enminet  Ibe  witnouee,  to  ekomiae 

themal&o? 
h^t.  Justice  ^ookt.^Ho, 

Bvfotvei  fOft  nt  Ckoinr. 

Willim  Brmmkft\J*  swom.f>^K»|iinitf  hj 

Mr.  Wood. 

Where  do  you  live  III  tlie  Bridge-hOtttes, 
near  Sheffield. 

Did  you  live  there  in  the  yewa  if 99  tod 

1794  >— No. 

Did  vou  live  at  Shetiield  in  those  vearft^ — 
Ytes.  '  -  .       ♦  • 

What  arc  you  by  business? — A  aitler. 

Were  vou  a  member  of  an  v  society  at  Shef- 
field, Called  the  Connuutiunal  Society? — Yes. 

When  did  yoo  b«»me  a  member  of  titat 
•ocicty? — I  question  but  it  may  be  three  or 
ftmj  years  since;  1  cannot  tell  exactly;  it  was 
vei7  early. 

When  was  tl  iostitoledf^I  eanoot  teQ  ex- 
actly now. 

As  near  as  you  can  recollect  ?->Perhaps 

•  See  his  examination  on  the  trial  f>fThonr»n<» 
Hardy,  antf.  Vol.  p.  602.  and  ius  cxauu- 
nation  on  the  trial  of  Jol)a  flonie  Totjice.  p. 
9»i,orthiiVoUm. 


A*  a  iTQis.  [lost 

three  or  fimr  yeers ;  I  emiot  ctaclly  recollect 
the  lirne.  i 

Do  you  know  the  defeadaat,  Mr.  YovkeF— 
By  sight  I  know  him. 

Did  he  become  a  member  of  tliat  society  f 
~T  (\o  not  recollect  that  ho  ovemaa  a  Ud»s» 
member. 

Had  yen  diftiOBt  aorta  of  mctnliers  ?w 

When  a  person  visited  the  society  from  ano-i 
ther  place,  and  had  not  a  ticket  delivered  to 
him :  you  see  I  waa  to  deliver  tlie  tktktu. 

You  were  the  aocfoUry  ?— Yes. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  tickft^  >  -We  de^ 
livercd  tickets  to  such  persons  were  mem- 
bers in  the  town. 

Mr.  Yorke  had  not  a  tirkct  delivered  to* 
lum  ? — To  my  knowledge,  be  never  had. 

At  what  tioM  did  ho  eoae  amongst  you  ?— 
T  do  not  exactly  iccollect.  He  might  hae# 
been  in  iilieifield  four  or  five  weeks,  more  or 
less. 

Do  you  recollect  in  what  year  ho  eaoM  l» 

Sheffield?—!  think  175f     f  am  not  exact  ia 
my  xecollecuon  as  to  the  time  of  lu»  coming* 
Had  he  not  been  there  b^wo  that  timel^ 

Yes. 

When  bad  he  been  there  ^sl?— 4  was  Aotr 
a  meteker  at  that  time. 
But  you  recollect  when  ho  oaino  at  frtt?'-* 

I  do  not  recollect  with  anv  exactness. 

Tell  us  a!v  near  as  you  can  ? — I  ^noot  say,- 
because  I  am  upon  my  oath,  and  would  be  aa 
i-;n]t'ou^  and  wary  as  possible. 

How  iung  before  llOAi^l  was  nolsecrelary 
of  the  loeiily  m  that  Ubm. 

When  did  you  first  see  Mr.  Yorke,  or  Mr. 
Redhead,  or  whatever  you  call  him.  ni  Shef. 
field? — ^Thc  la»t  time  of  bis  being  a i  5>hef- 
field,  w    the  first  time  I  saw  him. 

Did  Mr.  Yorke  atlmd  your  society  ?— YoSy 
occasionally  he  did. 

Dkl  not  he  attend  it  frequently  7— Yes, 

(hiring  the  last  time  of  his  boiDgia  ShoMoU' 
he  Irequently  did  attead. 

Dirt  hoatteAd  pretty  constantly  r—8on>e*' 
times  he  di<I  not  attend;  sometimes  ho  did;' 
he  did  nnt  aUvavi  attend. 

But  (ltd  frequently  in  the  year  1794  at- 
tend your  meetings ?-»Yes,  he  did.  * 

How  often  docs  ^our  society  mrri  > — Some- 
times when  meetmgs  wece  apjHtinled,  aud' 
often  at  other  times. 

ll-it]  yon  regular  meetinc:'- (jf  the  (.ociely  ?— 
There  were  committees  that  met  regularly; 
tolerably  r^ular. 

HoeF often  might  the  commiltoas  moet^^^ 
Once  a  week  rr^nl  irly,  I  think. 

Did  Mr.  Yorke  attend  your  meetings  regu- 
larly?— Sometimes,  and  soaietimoa  not,  tO' 
tbc  V  *     uf  Miy  recollection. 

Old  he  take  any  part  in  the  management  of 
the  business  of  tnoso  committecsr— Ue  spoke 
occa-sionally  at  those  meetings,  and  othava- 
likewise. 

Do  you  mean  that  other  people  spoke  aa 
well  as  Mr.  Yorker-'-Yea. 

Mr.  Vorkc  wa<i  a  ^eat  orator;  waanot  he? 
i—\'c§,  a  pretty  abk  orater. 
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Perhaps  the  roost  sd)le  orator  you  had 
amongst  you? — I  do  not  doubt  that  At  all. 

What  were  the  subjects  he  spoke  uoon? — 
About  a  reform  in  ptrliament^  geotorally. 

Where  did  yon  meet f-^We  met  atahouae 
called  WatfioQ's  Waik. 

A  hotne  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
your  meeting  r  — Yd,  a bouM  whae the  meet. 
jn»»  were  held. 

What  was  the  reform  that  he  spoke  upon  ? 
Did  he  speak  about  MB  gentlentenf 

Mr.  Hoiham^l  musk  «g«ct  to  qoealicarof 
that  sort.* 

-  Mr.  IIW.~.Whal  reToffm  was  it  Id  be?— 

A  reform  in  the  representation  of  the  people 
in  parliament;  that  wa«  the  idea^  of  toe  so- 
ciety in  geocra]. 

And  Mr.  Yorke  harangued  you  upoirtheic 
subjects ;  did  he  ? — Ye<?,  occa5ionaUy. 

Where  was  he  placed  when  be  baraoaued 
]mi7— He  was  placed  in  a  suitable— >I  do 
BOt  know  what  to  call  it. 

Did  you  give  it  no  name^ — It  was  never 
cbrislened;  we  never  bad  a  parson  to  it;  it 

had  Vfirious  names. 

Tell  us  sonie  of  the  names  P->Some  called 
it  a  pulpit,  add  some  a  tribuoe,  dr'a  foitnim. 

What  did  Mr.  York  call  it?— I  do  not  re- 
collect  particularly  hesrin^  him  name  it. 

Ihcn  he  got  into  this  puipit  or  tribune  and 
'  addsesMd  you? — Yes,  aod  eecasioBaUjr ottier 
persons  as  well  as  him. 

Then,  I  suppose,  yourselff — Yes,  some  sel- 
dom tioMB,  but  very  seidonou 

You  know  Mr.  Gales,  I  presinBe^theprisler 
of  the  Sheffiehl  paper  ?— Yes. 

Was  he  a  member  of  your  society  f — Yes. 

And  Davison,  was  be  aoottierf'— I  do  not 
know  that  navison  was,  he  came  from  I/ceds; 
I  do  not  know  that  he  ever  was  a  member;  I 
never  wrote  out  a  ticket  Ibr  htm. 

1)1(1  hp  ever  attend  your  wieetingig— If  be 
dill  it  was  very  badiy. 

Look  at  tbat  ticket  TsMtv  U  Ami],  was 
that  written  out  ftr  hinr— Tbia  it  not  mny 

writing. 

But,  is  tliat  D<avison'8  ticket  f — Yes. 
.  That  is  one  of  the  tickeii  ?  So  that  be  was 

a  ticket  mrmbrr'-  Yes. 

Mr.  lorkc.—i  believe  tbat  ticket  is  a  ticket 
cif  tbe  Derby  sedety,  and  not  of  tbe  Sbeflield 

socit-iy. 

Mr.  Justice  Rooke. — Show  it  to  tbe  witness^ 
and  let  bim  say  what  it  is. 

Mr.  Wavd. — Look  at  it,  and  tell  us  whether 
it  is  a  Sheffield  ticket?—!  believe  it  is  a  Shef- 
field ticket 

.  Do  jou  know  where  Mr.  Yorke  came  from^ 
or  how  many  of  those  rtfonning  societies  be 
belonged  tof— No. 

Have  you  never  beerd  bim  say  bew  many 
he  bclouged  to/— Ko,  1  never  heard  bim  SB|y 
any  such  lUiqg. 

Do  you  know  where  he  came  from?— I 
have  heard  It  said  that  he  resided  al  Derby; 
X  have  beard  it  so  said. 

•  See  VoL  f  4»  f.  020. 


Mr.  Gales,  Mr.  DaTiedD;  and  Mr.  Voriie 
were  present  at  those  meeltQgs/*-!  dia^ 
recollect  Mr.  Davison. 

Do  you  leooUiet  Mr.  Galear-flbeiilla 
attend. 

Do  you  remember  an  advertisement  m  the 
Sheffield  Register  of  the  41b  of  Apni,  i?H 
signed  William  Broorahead,  socreivy; thUii 
you,  I  take  it,  is  it  not  i — Ves. 

By  whose  direction  was  that  inserted  tbue? 
—By  order,  I  suppose,  of  the  coiiMiittee.  > 
Who  were  the  committee  then.'— I  cannot 
recollect  iheu>  all  at  that  lim^  becauie  ilie 
committees  vaiied. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Yorke ?~Yf'5. 
Did  he  give  any  directions  aboutitf'— No; 
he  never  gave  any  direetions  in  euriastlii^ 
he  onl^'  s})oke  uc<-asionaIly ;  he  could  Inivsw 
authority  to  give  directions*  iMiCTUSft  he  was 
notof  the  committee. 

But  did  he  know  of  that  advertisement  be. 
inp  inserted? — I  am  not  certain  whether  hi 
did  ur  not,  or  whether  he  was  at  that  ueatiH| 
«r  not. 

Remember  you  are  upon  your  oath  ?— I  aa 
upon  my  oath ;  I  cannot  positively  say  wttii 
respect  to  any  particular  meeting,  unleti  I- 
kept  some  notes. 

You  see  that  adverlisenenk  is  signed  k|f 
you  as  secretsry  ?— Yes. 

Were  Mr.  Yorke  and  Mr.  Gales  privy  is 
your  inserting  thatP— My  inserting  it,  sir! 

Did  you  not  siga  U  ?— Yes,  butitug^ 
rally  by  theveieneftheflonnitiaet 

What  committee  r— A  eommitteetbat  nut 
once  a  week. 

When  did  they  give  directions  for  .theia* 
sertioa  of  it  in  tbe  Sheffield  Re^jister  ^It  was 
an  appointment  before;  I  suppose  vou  w:l! 
see  the  dale;  it  was  previous  shoiliy  la  U^<» 
meeting. 

Look  at  tbe  advertisement  [  IHr nt  n  rczi^}. 
**  SheffiddConstitutiooalbocietv,  ii4  oi  Asril, 

Was  it  ordered  to  be  inscrted*thcn?— Yes. 
Was  Mr.  Yorke  at  that  meeting f—1  an 
inclined  to  believe  that  he  was. 
Was  Mr.  Gales  there  ?— I  believe  he  was. 
Who  drrw  the  form  of  the  advertiseraeut? 
— it  was  brought  to  the  meeiiug;  the  rough 
draA.  perhaps,  might  be  drawn. 

Who  drew  it?— Perhaps  it  might  betfr. 
Gales,  I  cannot  exactly  say. 

Have  you  any  doubt  in  the  world  thst  it 
was  Mr.  Gales  r— By  the  ooncurrenct-  of  tbr 
committee  th*Mi  present,  I  &uppo«>e,  he  drew 
it  up ;  1  would  aot  miklake  un  any  sccouut, 
and  I  wouU  not  be  presied  to  nalBeanMS- 
take. 

Mr.  LoK. — If  you  have  reason  to  believe  tl^ 
say  so. 

Mr.  Hotham.—I  object  to  the  question. 
Mr.  Justice  Rooke. — The  (juestion  is  fv* 
gular,  and  I  can  see  no  objection  at  all. 

Mr.  Hotham. — It  is  asking  a  ({uestion  s*  tr 
his  belief,  without  stating  a  single 
stance  by  which  he  beUeves  it. 
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■IHMMt  overrule. 

Mr.  IfotN^. — Do  you  beiieve  Mr.  Galea  was 


Have  you  any  doubt  about  it? — No. 

Who  dret^r  up  the  HfKerlisemenl? — I  be- 
lieve there  was  M>aie  ^'iirt  ul  it  drawn  ia  a 
VMieb  cursory  way. 

Was  it  agreou  npon  at  thnt  mectin'^?— 
ym,  Mr.  Ga^es  might  correct  it  fur  hi!»  paper, 
perhaps; •!  do  not  wish  to  gu  l  yood  the 
Ifuth. 

'  Now,  1  beheve,  in  consequence  of  this  ad* 
'verlisemeot,  there  was  a  meeting ;  was  there 
ao4^— Yea. 

When  wa^that  meeting? — The  7th  of  April. 

Where  was  tiiat  roeetuis? — Upon  the  Cas« 

Was  Mr.  Yorkc  at  that  meetingf-^Yee, 

Waa  Mr«  Gales  there ^ — Yes. 
-  Was  Dinrison  theieP— I  do  nol  ivooUeet 
tiiat  i  saw  Davison. 

f  But  you  saw  Mr.  Gales  there  ? — Yes. 

How  roan^  people  might  be  asseiubled  at 
that  meetintr  f — Some  laounnds;'  1  eaonot 

^11  what  mniibpr. 

.  ilow  many  people  do  you  thmk  were  there? 
—There  waa  thought  to  be  a  very  l«rge  con- 
course of  people,  some  tbousnnds. 

Can  you  make  a  guess  how  many  ? — ^I'here 
snight  be  five  or  six  thousand,  more  or  less. 

nrbapt  jnoro;  was  itf— More  or  less,  I 
Otnoot  say. 

Had  JK)U  had  any  previous  meeting  to  C0Q> 
inier  how  you  were  to  f»roceed  at  thiameet- 
ing  at  the  ("asUe-liill,  lo  regulate  what  was 
to  be  dune  a|  ilf — Yes^  we  bad  a  meeting 
before. 

How  had  you  aoecd  to  ptoceed  at  that 

moeting  liefore?— To  petition  the  king  for  an 
unoualtbed  aboiiuou  uf  the  bUvc  irade. 

Any  tbuig  else?-- Yes,  and  other  matters. 

A  t  that  meelhig,  wee  Mr.  Yorkc  there f— 

Yea. 

'Was      Giles  there  ^-Yes.  - 

Was  Mr.  Davison  there?'-!  do  BOt  reeofc* 
Ject  seeing  Mr.  Davison. 
.  How  did  you  a^ree  to  proceed; — H  was 
•gmed  to  petition  the  king,  and  a  motion  was 

to  be  mine  lo  petition  tlie  parliatncnt,  and 
that  wiis  to  be  ncL;atived  to  make  room  lor 
yeti^otHnip  the  K 1  ng. 

To  pclilion  tlie  pHrlianient;  for  whAtf— 
For  a  reform  in  the  representatifon. 

And  that  was  to  he  negatived?— Yes,  to 
open  a  w^  for* the  petition  to  the  king;  I 
looked  upon  it  as  such. 

.  Who  was  it  that  was  to  make  the  motion  ? 
•i-I  was  to  make  the  notion  for  petitioning 
yiilnment. 

Was  the  petition  to  be  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  when  you  say  imriiamentf — Yes. 

Vou  were  to  make  the  motion,  and  it  was 
to  he  negatived? — Yes^  to  oake  another  in 
its  room. 

And  who  was  to  address  the  people  upon 
the  Castle  Hill     Mr.  YoiJW|l  suppose. 
VOL,  XXV, 


Mr.  Justiflc  Jleolge. — Was  it  agreed  that 

Mr.  Yoi  ke  was  to  address  the  people  on  the 
Castle  HiU  i — Ycii>  it  was  eipected. . 
Was  it  agreed  ?—I  hcara  it  spoke  by  se* 

veral  person?;  I  did  not  hear  him  speak  of  it. 
Mr.  Wood. — Was  he  desired  to  do  it?— >!  do 

not  know, 

Mr.  Justice  liooke. — Was  it  uttered  loud 
enuut>h  lur  Mr.  Ytdke  to  licar  it,  when  tlur 
peopic  tuiii  you  of  it  r— it  was  c^^pccted  by  the 
people  in  geoeiat.'  ' 

Mr.  IVvoU. — How  many  were  present  at 
the  previous  meeting  ?—3.'heie  might  be  tea, 
or  a  dozen,  or  more.  : 

And  yon  settled  at  that  mecliug  how  you 
were  to  proceed  upon  the  Cn^iIe  Hiil^Ves, 
we  had  some  conversaliou  upon  it. 

Now,th0D»  let  tts  hea^how  you  proceeded 
upon  tlio  7th  of  .\pril?->Yott  have  the  pi»* 
ceediogaiua  printed  book.  . 

Does  that  book  contain  a  true  account  of 
the  proceedings  ? — Y'es.  •  ' 

Mr.  UooJ.— Look  at  it. 

Mr.  Hothum. — Was  tiial  prmlcd  from  youe 
coyy  ? — No. 

Mr.  Hot  ham. — Then  I  object  to  it. 

Mr.  U W.— How  Jong  before,  the  7th  of 
April  was  it  that  this  previous  meeting  wav 
heki  Perhaps  a  few  oajs;  1  do  not  eiasUy 
recollect  how  uKiny. 

You  assembled  ou       t  as  tic  iiiii  on  the 
7th  of  Apiril?— Yes.  -  . 

What  time  of  day  was  it  when  you  went 
there/'— I  do  not  recollect  the  txAct  time. 

In  the  forenoon,  I  suppose  ?-»No;  I  rathe» 
thii^k  in  the  afternoon. 

What  time  i — 1  do  not  recollect  the  hour. 

How  did  you  proceed  when  you  got  there  f 
->As  they  ase  contained  m  one  or  thoae.ao"' 
counts. 

But  I  want  to  liear  irom  you  liow  you  pro-, 
ceeded?  who  waa  it  look  the  pulpit  or  Iri* 
bune? — There  were  three  or  fjur. 

Who  first  opened  the  meeting?—!  do  not. 
know  whether  the  meeUng  was  not  o|iene(k 
by  reading  the  resolves;  xdo  not  exactly  s^ 
collect. 

Mr.  Yorke  was  there  >~\qs. 
D  i  d  he  speak  ? — Y  €  s 

Did  he  open  the  business  ?— I  think  not ;  X 
thinky  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  Josepl^ 
Oaies  or  William  Carnage  t  I  am  not  certain. 

Was  the  motion  made  that  you  had  agieed 
upon? — Yes. 

Who  made  that  motion     I  made  tlie  mo- 
tion  for  the  petition  to  the  House  of  Conu. 
mens. 

And  what  was  done  upon  youur  making  that; 
motionP-^It  waa  negatived. 
Hnw  n^taved^— It  was  put  and  iwgM 

tivcd. 

Who  put  it?— I  put  it. 

And  who  was  it  that  negatived  it  ?— I  think- 

either  Joseph  Gales  or  William  Camaj;e. 

Y'ou  tiunk  they  gave  the  hrst  negative  ? — 1« 
think  so. 

Did  aqy  bod/  elst  neg^ve  it  ?— It«waa« 

S  U 
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negatived  bytbt  mttliiig  «b«i  llwu 

poted. 

Had  you  a  pulpit  or  tribune  carried  there  ? 
Ifes. 

When  ifti  it  ctitM  ftiomr— I  do  not 

l(Dow. 

Was  it  newly  made  for  the  purpoie?— I  be- 
lieve it  was. 

And  who  was  it  tbst  ffX  into  it— There 
were  three  or  four. 

Did  you  speak  ^— I  medo  die  ootioii;  no 
ttiore. 

Did  Mr.  Carnage  malce  a  speech  f—Ile  read 
aomething. 

Mr.  Yorke  got  into  it? — Yes. 

He  made  a  pietty  loDg apeecb,  did  not  he? 
•-Tolerable. 

What  might  be  the  sdltieet;  look  ftt  this 
printed  account ;  is  it  the  same  ? — ^Therc  are 
some  parts  that  are  not  in  it,  about  Alfred  and 
Ihe  Stton  laws. 

That  is  not  inserted  in  the  account  ?— It  is 
so  long  since  I  read  Ibis  pamphlet  that  I  can- 
not say. 

Look  at  that  [handing  him  another  oopy 
of  itl? — This  has  my  direction  to  it. 

Whom  had  you  it  from  I  received  it  at 
Mr.Oahnflshop. 

Were  yon  directed  to  send  it  oqr  wbere  f— 
Yes. 

Where  wero  you  to  send  it     I  sent  a 

number  in  a  box. 

To  some  societies  in  London  ?— Yes. 
How  many  might  you  sendi* — There  was  a 
small  box. 

Whom  (lid  you  direct  them  to  ? — To  a  va- 
riety of  persons;  to  the  honourable  Mr. 
Macleod 

And  here  is  one  directed  to  the  honourable 
Mr.  Erskine  ;  the  honourable  Mr.  Wharton  } 
—I  sent  a  considerable  number  of  them. 

By  wImmb  Older  did  you  tend ttMnf— There 
was  one  very  active  person  gave  me  a  nmiber 
of  names ;  they  call  him  John  Alcock. 

Did  Mr.  Oales  give  you  any  directioB  f 
No. 

You  got  them  at  Mr.  Gales's  shop  ?— Yes. 

Mr.  Gales  was  not  with  you  when  you 
wrote  the  direction? — No. 

Did  Mr.  Gales  say  any  thing  to  you  about 
sending  them  ?— No ;  I  rather  think  I  might 
feeeive  them  of  a  person  that  attended  in 
the  shop;  I  do  not  reoottetil  that  fa«  Be 
any.  ' 

Mr.  Oales  did  not  know  any  thfaig  about  it  ? 
••I  must  not  say  that. 

You  had  them  from  his  sbop  ?— Yei^  fi«n 
the  person  in  his  shop. 

Did  you  ever  luKve  any  eomrsation  with 
Mr.  Gales  about  your  having  sent  them  ? — I 
do  not  recollect  any  itarticukr  conversation 
with  him  aboat  the  natter.  John  Akack 
gave  me  a  number  of  names,  and  I  lapped 
them  up,  and  directed  theinaoooidiflgtolnose 
names. 

Was  tiiere  any  order  of  the  committee  thni 

tteyihooki  bt  nat^-Il  is  pnibiUi  ibem 


was  an  order;  IbaHnotadonbtbtttlficra 
was,  but  not  particular^  aa  to  tbe  diraiMll 
who  to  send  them  to. 
Was  Mr.  Oales  oneortfaeeeMMttes?-«1li% 

he  was ;  there  were  soOM ' 
tend  the  committee. 

Do  you  Icnow  who  it  ww 
account  of  those  |m>eeedingiif—I«niy  I 
from  hearsay. 

Did  you  ever  hear  from  Mr.  Yorke  ?~4s 
said  nothing  tome  upon  the  erilgect. 

Did  you  ever  hear  him  say  whetbiT  fat 
meant  to  write  an  account  of  the  pioceedte|i? 

do  not  reeeliect  hewing  hiea  spesk  upM 
that  head  pot  in  aaj  paitieniae  eaM» 
tion. 

Do  you  remember  being  in  compeny 
Mr.  Gales  and  Mr.  Yorke  a  few  days  aftar 
the  meeting  at  the  Castle  Hill? — I  do  Dot 
particularly  recollect  any  such  circumttsacc 
Recollect  what  you  have  snid  befci  ■»  iM 
recollect  you  are  now  upon  yowr oath?— Very 
well,  sir ;  I  am  very  careful  i  sofnetinesisn 
not. 

Remember,  and  tell  me,  if  you  were  is 
company  with  Mr.  Gales  and  Mr.  Yorke  wlwa 
any  thin^  was  said  respecting  this  matter?— 
After  bemg  confined  sis  notttlay  Mi  Mt 
read  these  ihin^*;,  I  do  not  recoHeet; 

Rub  up  your  memwy  a  Ultlof— If  I  InssA 
any  thing  said  upon  that  butinem,  it  wai  III 
Gales  requesting  Mr.  Yorke  to  write  son^ 
thing  about  it ;  but  there  was  very  little snd; 
and  I  do  not  recollect  Mr.  Yorke  sayiBgi 
word  in  reply,  or  any  tiring  about  it. 

You  remember  some  application  then  audi 
by  Mr.  Gales  to  Mr.  Yorke?— I  recollect  tes 
was  a  small  sentrnee  of  that  kkid. 

What  was  it! 
his  speech. 

What  was  to  be  done  with  it ' 
—I  sold  a  numbcrofthMntiMitli 
Mr.  Gales's. 

You  say  Mr.  Gales  said  something  to  \kk 
about  writing  his  speesh;  wImIwos  to  bt 
done  with  it  when  written ;  was  any  thin^  said 
about  printing  it? — 1  believe  it  was  with  a 
view  of  having  it  printed ;  I  boKevedHei 
such ;  but  I  do  not  exactly  recollect.  I  £tf 
sell  a  parcel  of  them  ;  and  I  must  naturally 
suppose  it  i  but  J  do  not  remember  Mr.  Calei 
and  Mr.  Yorke  having  aogr  eoniMM  #Hl 
it. 

Mr.  Gales  desired  Mr.  Yorke  to  write  his 
speech  ?— I  believe  be  did. 

Have  you  any  doubt  ^)oat  tbtt^-4M^l 

cannot  say  I  doubt  about  that. 

What  was  to  be  done  with  it 
— I  sold  a  great  number  of  thees. 

Was  it  to  be  written  for  the 
being  printed  }—l  should  8up|K>se  it 
Have  you  any 
Hien  why  hang  \ 
to  be  careful. 

Wliat  was  the  answer  Mr.  Ycaikit 
iMiMr  think  i»wns  silent  upon  fi| 
eery  common  fbr  people  to  be 
■thing  of  that  sort---seiApnuse. 
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^ence  gave  consent,  if  tileoce  ^tves 
However  afterwards  it  was  printed  \ 
»  Viv  Uathtm, — Here  is  a  publiratbn,  it  is 
true,  made;  tli't  publication  maybe  made 
by  Mr.  Gales,  without  wjr  thing  comiug  ^rom 
Ibe  defendbnt. 

<jlfr.  Ju»tiee  2tooi«.^Tbat  is  a  cotninent, 
«nd  it  is  for  you  to  make  your  observations 
upon  it.  If  I  am  wrong,  you  will  have  vour 
nK^,  yen  know,  in  anolber  court  t  you  Bave 
«n  advantaj^e  here  that  you  would  not  have  if 
I  vera  uituag  oo  the  Other  side  of  the  hall; 
•ad  I  with  yea  «d  bear  thail  in  miod  through- 
eiity  that  there  is  a  superior  eoort  which  will 
correct  me  if  I  am  wrong. 

Jiir.  Hotham. — I  am  well  aware  of  that,  my 
hni. 

Mr.  Wood.— Yon  had  a  great  number  of 
those  {nrmteii  coptas?-^Yes;  I  reeeiTcd  them 
•f  Mm  Oeles,  aod  eeld  theen  myaelf. 

You  have  reaJ  lh;it,  I  suppo^c?— Vcs,  Ibe- 
fiave  I  may;  but  it  is  a  long  time  since. 

Did  you  read  any  of  those  which  were  sent? 
«i.Yee. 

DoM  thai  contain  a  true  account  of  the 
yoecedtogs  I — i  cannot  ciiarge  ray  memory 
frith  the  Milwlaiiee  of  this  speech. 

Mr.  Justice  RooA-^.— When  yon  read  it  near 
the  time  of  its  bemg  published,  did  you  then 
think  it  contained  a  fair  account? — I  thought 
eH  that  time  that  there  was  a  tnnalieii. 

Mr.  Wond. — You  thought  there  was  some* 
thuBfi  apoic«a  by  Mr.  Yorke  that  is  not  in- 
serted there  Thoueh  there  eve  eome  things 
I  eannot  specify  the  uifFerences 
.  But  the  did'ereoee  you  moan  is,  that  there 
was  something  oodlled  f  •»!  he«e  not  a  doubt 
iMt  there  is  something  there  that  he  did  not 
opeak — I  received  them  as  the  aecount  of  the 
proceedings,  and  sold  them  as  &uch,  and  sent 
jlMBi4a  London  as  such. 
•Beaaithing  he  a^ke  «w  Botinaeiled^- 


A.  D.  ITfitf. 


^Afld  I  with  te  fcaev  whatthat  was  f—1  can- 

tell  ;  it  was  a  twelvemonth  a^o  since  I 
rear)  it,  and  1  have  imm  a  prisoner  six 

la  that  in  mbstance  what  he  said  f^l  have 

set  read  it  this  lu  elvcmonth  ;  a  grent  part  of 
Mi  1  beUeYCi  is  agreeable  to  what  he  did  say. 
.  I  will  read  Ibm  aooM  parts,  and  see  whe- 
ther you  recollect  them  or  not. — "  Fellow- 
citizen*,  tlie  day  is  at  Icnj^th  arrived,  when 
£saaticism  and  superstition,  deprived  of  their 
Cqaal  trappings,  and  exposed,  in  tiieir  native 
ugliness,  to  the  ?iew  of  mankind,  slink  scowl- 
jog  back  to  tiie  cave^of  olncurity;  there,  I 
lK»pe,  they  will  over  teneni.  The  energy  of 
Bnglishmc-n  will  no  longer  endure  this  strange 
m»oar  of  ii^usticc.  I  tru&t  my  countr^'men 
are  tick  of  relisioiis  and  politiad  imposture, 
jMlHhat  Ihoir  oeekire  and  manly  conduct 
will  command,  in  an  imperious  tone,  which 
irttt^4ake  no  denial — not  an  amelioration  of 
nous  abuses,  which  would  b«  to 
twith  at^wtos  ^hmilnMltbej 


will  demaad  the  naoihOaliiNl  of  esituption 

and  abuses,  and  the  re<<titutton  of  the  original 
rights  of  human  nature." — Do  you  remembw 
that? — I  cannot  eay  with  the  greateetemuft* 

ness,  but  T  remember  something  d-propos  to 
it:  I  believed  this  to  be  the  true  account 
when  I  aaU  them,  and  sent  them,  excepting 
Uttle  variations. 

Mr.  Wood.— This  is  a  pretty  remarkable 
passage.—**  It  must  be  granted,  that  this  ex- 
pcrierice  is  important,  becaiiae  it  teaches  the 
suft'ering  nations  of  the  present  d;iv  in  what 
manner  to  prepare  their  combustible  ingre- 
dients, and  numaniats  in  what  manner  to  ea« 
kindle  them,  so  as  to  produce  with  effect  that 
grand  political  explosion,  which,  at  the  ?ame 
lime  that  it  buries  despotism,  already  convui- 
SlYcand  agonizing,  in  ruins,  ma^  raise  lip  the 
people  to  the  di^sity  and  aubhme  grandeur 
offtoedoao^" 

Witttm. — I  do  not  |tartiea)arly  recollaat 
that. 

Nothing  like  it,  perhaps?— I  thmk  that  is 
rather  too  coarse ;  i  think  he  spoke  better 
than  that. 

What  do  yot!  recollect  about  the  558  gen- 
Ueroen  f   1  suppose  you  can  recollect  that  i 

—  I  think  I  no  reoolteet  aomething  about 
it:  ^  It  I  cannot  recollect  that  other  pasai^ 

which  you  last  read. 

Do  you  recollect  nothing  of  this  political 
explosion  ? — No. 

But  you  thought  it  a  tnic  necount  then?— 
It  was  notliiog  to  me  v.  liat  deviations  were 
made. 

Will  yoTi  ?\mr  van  did  not  hear  it? — Yes; 
there  may  be  spurious  editions  ol  men's  works. 

Do  yon  nean  to  twear  there  has  been  any 
spurious  edition  of  this  ?— No. 

Mr.  Wood. — Now,  about  these  55n  gentle- 
men— **  When  such  a  revolution  of  sentiment 
sliall  have  dispersed  the  mists  of  prejudice ; 
whoOy  by  tlie  mcessnnl  thunderings  from  the 
press,  the  meanest  cottager  of  our  country 
thai]  he  enlightened,  aod  the*  sun  of  reason 
shallshinc  in  its  fullest  meridian  over  us"  

Mr.  Hoi  ham. — I  ought  certainly  to  object 
to  this  mode  of  examination ;  it  is  putting  the 
evidence  into  the  mouth  of  the  witness. 

Mr,  Justice  7?(X)/;e. — Here  i«  u  publication 
^vlilch,  he  says,  is  substantially  true;  then 
they  read  particular  passages,  and  adc  him 
uhrthertlMsepBasagea  are  aubslantiany  Ae 
same. 

Mr.  F»Hfcew-<-I  presume,  in  the  case  of  an 
examination  of  a  witness  for  the  crown,  he 
should  be  asked  what  passed,  and  not  hafu 
words  put  into  his  mouth. 

-  Mr.  Justice  Rooke.  —  The  principle  you 
must  bear  in  your  mind.  The  \^  it^c^^ lys 
it  is  substantially  what  the  defendant  uttered. 
Then  they  ask  mm  aa  to  partkuhtf  passages ; 
did  he  utter  this,  and  so  on.  These  questions 
are  re«;ular,  havino;  i^t  the  previous  matter. 
As  to  your  questions  that  way  come  hereafter, 
loaaaotnya^llablaloiti  butaoitatanda 
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ilr.  1VML*~WlMt4o  yon  ny  to  this—Then 
the  commanding  voice  of  the  whole  people 
•hall  recoDuneud  the  553  geutlemen  in  St. 
8tr|»lieD*a  duipel  to  go  about  their  biis'iness  V* 
— SomOluBgto  the  purport  I  tbiok,  I  did 
hear. 

Have  you  any  Uuubl  of  the  number  P — I 
uever  heard  of  the  number  before. 

•  Have  you  never  heard  of  St.  Stephen's  be* 
fore  ? — Vcs. 

-  Did  you  not  hear  it  at  that  meeting  ?-4 

think  I  did. 

<  Mr.  Justice  Rooke. — Do  you  mean  to  say 
you  did  not  bear  it  tben?-~At  I  recotteal 
think  I  beard  aonelbing  to  the  purport. 

WWkm  JBromhead  croti-examlnod  by  Mr. 
Hotkum, 

Mr.  Yorkc  was«not  a  mcmbrr  of  your  so- 
ciety P — I  never  ^ve  him  a  ticket,  and  1  was 
secretacy  at  Uiat  time. 

I  believe  you  attended  the  committee  of  the 
merolwrs  of  that  socie^,  Mr.  Broomhead 
Yes, 

Mr.  Yorke  was  not  a  member  of  the  eom- 

<nittcc  ?-  No. 

'i  hen  tell  us  of  the  agreement,  and  I  would 
have  you  recollect  ^rouraelf  of  toe  agrMment 

on  the  2nd  of  April,  for  the  purpose  onn^irrtiTig 
an  advertisement  to  call  a  meeting  on  the 
8 ill.  1  ask  you  whether  Mr.  Yorke  was  not 
at  that  time  at  a  distance  from  Sheffield 
It  is  possible  that  any  man  might  make  a 
•mistake ;  Mr.  .Yorke  did  not  attend  aiw^s— 
it  is  a  thing  I  cannot  exactly  speak  to*  nhy 
f  liuuM  ndvantai^c?  be  taken  ? — if  I  say  he 
might,  i  cannot  exactly  recollect.  Why  should 
X  be  wanted  on  cither  side  to  speak  more 
than  I  can  recollect? 

.  i  i^nsh  yoH  to  recollccl  yurli  ^ctf  now,  whc- 
-thcr  Mr.  Yorke  was  iiol  out  ol  hitctiieid  at  the 
time  when  that  advertisement  was  agreed 
ijpon  ? — I  do  not  rrr  ol!  r  i  that  he  was,  I  know 
«that  duriog  several  meetings  before  I  was 
.taken  ttp^if  I  do  not  recollect  what  meeting 
he  waa  absent  fiun,  why  am  I  to  be  pressed 
in  this  way  ? 

•  Perliaps  I  may  refresh  your  memory  a  1 
little ;  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  committee 
on  the  night  when  the  advcrliM  n  rnt  ramc 
out  on  ilie  ^d  of  April  ? — I  thiuk  tiicre  was. 

Now  I  ask  you,  whether  at  that  meeting  a 
.deputation  was  not  agreed  upon,  by  the  mem- 
bers Ihrii  prr-cnt,  to  nc  sent  to  Mr.  Yorke,  to 
ttcquatui  hiin  with  what  they  had  done,  and  i 
to  require  his  attendance  et  the  meeting  I 
may  i»c  wanting  in  my  recollection  a"  to  that 
circumstance :  if  peti^0Di»  are  bruui|;ht  iiere 

•  that  ean  recollect  the  circumslance,  it  will  be 
V  ell  ;  lull  i*  i<  r(  ally  iiaiiiTi;!  to  be  pressed  so 
much  on  both  sides  together,  in  London  and 
here  too.  I  have  had  enough  of  it  in  London  ; 
I  am  sick  of  this. 

Did  he  not  sny  he  could  n(jl  allrnd,  for 
they  gave  him  no  time  to  ]irr  p  uc  tuutiicif- 
-Do you  recc4lect  nothing  ot  t[iat  sori? — I  do 
^ti  I  cannot  aay  that  Irecolleci  the  ciidiiD- 


stance,  because  I  have  in  some  d^ree  enlit* 
voured  to  lay  aside  all  UioulIii--  :iboul  it. 

You  do  not  recollect  his  objectiot  totfie 
meeting  and  saying  it  was  wrrog,  and  tihitil 
ought  not  to  be,  because  he  had  not  lime  W 
prepare  himself  ?— No,  1  cannot  recollect  it. 

With  regard  to  the  petition,  you  say  a  peti- 
tion was  agreed  upon,  a  motion  was  made  1i* 
a  petition  to  the  Mouse  of  Commons  in  Oldet 
that  it  might  be  rejected  ? — Yes.  ' 

I  want  to  know  when  a  motion  b  miisi 
it  i*?  generally  seconded,  is  it  mt  ' — Yes. 

Every  motion  in  your  meetia^  was  ae* 
eonded  before  it  was  put  ?— Yes. 

You  made  the  motion  upon  the  Castle-hiH 
for  the  purpose  of  having  it  negatived ;  was 
there  a  single  person  seconded  it? — U  wa» 
put  and  it  was  not  carried. 

1  wish  to  know  from  you,  and  I  am  sure  t 
only  want  to  get  the  fact  from  you,— youiqf 
the  people  of  the  committee  agwtohwea 
motion  hrought  forward,  which  motiou  they 
agree  shall  be  negatived  and  rejected;  you 
tell  us  that  by  the  course  of  your  proceediap 
a  motion  must  bo  seconded,  in  order  to  hi 
put :  now,  I  a?k,  was  th^t  motion  seconded' 
•ri  cannot  recollect;  however,  it  fell  to  Uk 
ground. 

Did  any  soril  in  that  meeting  second  it 
wlien  you  made  your  motion f — to  the  bsft 
of  my  recoUeclioQ  it  was  not  seconded,  but 
directly  opposed;  it  broke  iH  neofc^  and  si 
that  h  enough. 

Who  opposed  it  ? — You  must  ask  somebodj 
else :  you  tease  me  rather  now. 

Wa^  it  oppi  ^c(?  I  y  Mr.  Carnage  or  Mr. 
Gales,  or  whom? — It  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Camage,  I  believe. 
Was  he  a  member  of  the  conrniittee  f— Yet. 
Was  Camage  present  at  the  ttnie^-4is 
understood  it. 

And  yet  Carnage,  at  aoon  as  ever  it  was  put, 
opposed  it  ?^lt  wasoo  purpetathaliiehanki 
be  opposed. 

Mir.  JusCke  R0olBe.^Yo«t  say  H  wii  mada 
on  purpose  to  be  rejected  ? — It  waa  daiigMi 
to  he  rejected  heforc  we  went. 

You  uMu\c  it,  knowing  it  would  l>erejecie«i^ 
— Yes,  t!iat  is  a  tact. 

Mr.  Hot  ham. — You  say  the  commit  t« 
agreed  upon  this.  I  ask  you  if  Mr.  Yorke  wsf 
present  when  that  iq^ieement  took  place  1^ 
do  not  recollect  Mr.  Yorke  licinc  at  lliat  yvt- 
ticnlar  meeting ;  particular  meetiog*  1  caxmol 
recollect  exactly  who  is  there,  every  tdentioil 
person,  unless  I  had  the  notes. 

Mr.  .tii^lice  lh>^^kc.— \\\hf  preTiotr^  mrrt- 
ing,  when  the  agreement  was  made, you  iwca: 
that  Mr.  Yorke  was  there;  lec^l^t  yourself? 
— Tothehe^t  of  rrv  r--^  mUcttion  be  had  a>t 
any  hand  in  that  business,  but  Mr.  Ualca^I 
hciicve,  liad. 

Mr.  low.— Was  he  pment  ?  .-Matters  tlut 
one  cannot  recollect ;  it  i''  quite  painful  to  be 
pinched :  be  frequently  uas  abfteol^  sad  I 
cannot  tell  whether  he  was  tkon  m^WHL  I 
teUyonlmtft^piaBM.  . 
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Mr.  Imv. — Nobody  wants  to  pinch  you. 
We  wish  to  binder  you  from  pinchiiiti  your- 
m1£  You  umi  a  numbrr  of  pamiitilets  to 
ijNMkwi  WYm,  toUr.  Wharkw,  Mr.  Sheridan, 

^dagrent  number. 

>  Mr.  WiMMi. — Vou  aent  one  perhaps  to  Tho- 
BMW  Ha#dy»  the  seeretary  of  the  Ltindoti  Cor* 

ibsponding  Society  ? — Yes,  T  diil. 

Mr.  Jmic. — Whom  did  the  whole  box  go  to, 
do  you  recoUect  To  one  of  ihe  secretaries  I 
think,  either  Mr.  Hardy  €t  Mr.  Adamt,  i  can* 
OOt  tell  which. 

.  Mr.  Xoar^Directdl  to  ciuzen  Hardy ;  was 
Hvol? 

Mr.  Hotham.—Ayc,  citizen  Hardy,  if  vou 
pl<wse;  i  have  no  ol^jeclion  to  the  word. — 
Jdy  learned  friend  has  read  a  passaji^c  out  of  a 
hook,  in  Nvhichkiayt,  Fetbw  CittteDt,  the 
(tey  15  at  Irn^th  arrived,  when  fanatic'ism  and 
Aiporstition,  deprived  of  their  tinsel  trap- 
pifln,  and  exposed,  in  their  native  ugliness, 
to  the  view  ol  mankind,  slink  scowling  back 
to  the  cave  of  obscurity."  I  ask  you,  upoa 
^foar>oaUi»  whether  any  aueh  espressioa  as 
4hal  WB»  made  use  of  by  Mr.  Yorkc  in  the 
speech  he  uttered  ? — Why,  you  see,  to  he  ex- 
plicit, as  to  eiactne&s  ot  words,  sumcthing  to 
theimrport  I  have  mentioned;  I  would  not 
.wish  to  swear  esacUy  to  ipoida  which  1  am 
aot  certain  of. 

•  *  Did  you  hear  any  thing  of  tinid  trappings  ? 

beard  something  k-jtropot. 

Dk!  you  hear  any  lliine  of  slinking  scowling 
Jback  iu  iiiC  cave  of  obscurity  ?—Tin&ei  trap- 
|iiogaI  recollect  better  than 'the  other;  I  do 
not  recollect  the  term  scowling  at  all. 

There  ha&  been  another  part  that  has  been 
teadto  you,  and  you  are  asked  to  reeolleet 
that  part  about  the  .'i'jS  gcnllemcn  in  St.  Ste- 
phen's Chapel ;  i  repeat  my  former  assertion, 
•*  When  such  a  revolution  of  sentiment  shall 
have  disponed  the  mists  of  prejudice ;  wfien, 
.by  the  incessant  thunder ings  from  ihc  press, 
.the  meanest  cottager  of  our  comilry  &l>aU  be 
enlightened,  and  the  sun  of  reason  thall  shine 
in  its  f(i!Ic^t  meridian  over  us,  ihcn  the  com- 
manding voice  of  the  whole  j^pie  thall  re- 
commend the  558  gentlemen  m  St.  Stephen's 
Chapel  to  go  about  their  business."  Now,  I 
ask  you  whether  the  words  "  incessant  thun- 
dering from  the  press"  were  made  use  of? 
-^f  you  take  the  whole  together^  eerlainly 
vcrv  cf'^i't  advice  was  given. 

Whether  you  will  take  upon  you  |o  say, 
Handing  there  upon  your  oatb«  that  aueh 
words  as  "  incessant  thunderings"  were  made 
use  of?— I  cannot  speak  to  express  terms; 
but  a-propo*^  something  Uke  that,  takiug  llic 
whole  %QpBtheia 

I  want  to  know  whclber  yon  will  ?wcar,  in 
that  bux,  to  such  an  cxprt^ton  uiade  use  of 
as  *'  the  commanding  voice  of  the  people?"—' 
.  I  will  nol  v^^^ar  wrong  if  I  know  it;  I  do  re- 
collect some  part  of  that  sentence  ;  \>\\l  with 
re^urd  to  every  expression  coolaiucd  lu  it,  I 
cannoi  myt  tihog  thn  whole  together, 
.ihaie  ii  tomethinf  cwwipgndiPt  to  what  .1 


heard ;  but  as  to  swearing  to  any  identical 
expresuons^  I  am  not  come  to  do  any  tuch 

thmg. 

Do  you  remember  any  thing  ahont  "  misto 

of  prejuditr  "  Du  show  how  fat  you  area 
judge  of  tlie  substance  of  a  tiling.  -Will  yoa 
take  upon  you  to  say,  that  the  misu  <»f 
prejudice"  were  made  use  of  in  that  speech  f 
—1  will  not  swear  to  any  parlicular  expres* 
sion. 

Then  all  you  mean  to  swear  is,  that  this  hat 

some  re«5embiance,  but  ht  w  far  yoii  cannot 
take  upon  you  to  say.  I  ask  you,  during  that 
speech^  whether  the  aeneral  tendlency  ef  thsd 
speech,  which  Mr.  Yorkc  made  up  n  ttio 
Castle-hill,  was  of  a  peaceable  nature,  or  tend- 
ing In  any  manner  to  intlame  the  people  ?— 
He  never  spoke  but  always  to  peace  and 
order,  and  accordingly  vt  c  have  had  order  and 
^cace ; — nobody  ever  spoke  to  advise  con« 
trary  to  peace  and  onler. 

You  have  had  no  disturbance  atShefBeld} 
— >i0i  they  cannot  make  us  do  it  at  Shef* 
field ;  we  know  better. 

When  Mr.  Yorke  had  oocaston  to  speak  of 
the  constitution,  did  yon  ever  hear  him  say 
any  thing  agum^t  the  constitution  of  the 
country,  as  established  by  King,  Ix)rds,  and 
Comment  '  'Never  any  thin^  against  the 
constitution,  but  (w  it,  according  to  its  ori* 
ginal  principles ;  bnt  with  regard  to  what  it 
looked  upon  as  coniiptiuu  in  that  House  re- 
specting places  and  pensions,  1  do  not  know 
what  I  nave  heard  hmi  i>peak  against  that. 

Do  you  know  any  thing  of  Blr.  Yorke  6rst 
coming  among  you  being  aeni  ibi2-»No;  i 
am  a  stranger  to  that. 

But  his  doctrine,  you  say,  was '  dwqrt 

peaceable,  and  tended  to  gOOd  Older I^Yoi^ 
but  frequently  nervous. 

Did  he  recommend  peace  and  good  order  f 
— Nothing  but  peace  and  good  order. 

And  you  say  he  extolled  theoonstitoUon  ill 
its  original  nurily  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Wood. — ^You  have  read  tUs  tpeedi 
Yes,  a  long  while  since. 

You  consider  all  this  speech  as  being  ad* 
vice  to  peare  and  good  order    'I  do  not  know 
j  ahy  thing  about  that  paper. 
I     Mr.  Hotham. — I  will  ask  ymi  onp  rjue'lion  : 
did  you  consider  that  .<ipee€h  that  you  iiearU 
1 4ipon  the  Gaslle-hill  as  tending  to  peace  and 
'  good  order,  or  otherwise?— >AU  things maj he 
known  by  their  ellccts. 

DU  yon  eonskier  that  speech  as  a  peace. 
;  able  speech,  and  not  tending  in  any  manner 
to  the  reverse?— I  did;  it  was  never  in  Mr. 
Vorkc's  power,  or  any  body  ei^c,  lu  attempt 
I  to  breed  disturbances. 

Did  he  attempt  it? — No;  if  be  had,  it 
would  not  bave^  been  in  his  power  to  have 
done  it. 

But  you  have  nh  idda  that  it  wat  Ida  totoH 

lion.'' — No. 

Mr.  HW.— You  have  read  this  printed 
speech? — Yes,  a  long  while  since. 

Thaliftjour  idait  of  ao  advke  to  p«Mt  and 
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Mod  order  f*-!  told  you  before  there  were 
ieviatioDs  from  the  speech  io  that  pamphlet. 

From  what  you  have  read  of  it,  do  yoa  so 
tonsider  it? — There  may  be  some  deviations. 

You  MDt  copies  to  Mr.  Hardy,  to  Mr. 
Aianu»  «nd  ao  on ;  all  that,  then,  in  your 
idea,  is  an  advice  to  people  to  be  orderly  and 
j»eaceable?— We  always  were  orderly;  the 
general  tenor  of  it  was — I  will  not  say  that  he 
may  not  have  used  an  expression  that  is  not 
right — the  general  tenor  nf  what  he  said 
tended,  I  know,  to  peace  and  sood  order. 

DojmieaMMerthis  pamptetas  uiadviee 
to  peace  and  good  order f-->TlMPBi8iUCb  ad- 
vice in  it,  i  apprehend. 

You  consider  that  to  be  the  general  tea- 
4enqr  of  it^-WllBll ImSA  Itely  I  apoks  of 
the  speech. 

The  speech  as  printed? — There  are  tome 
aniall  devialiaiia,  I  aai  mra  of  it 

Mr.  Justtre  Rooke, — Do  those  deviations 
liter  the  seneral  tenor  of  the  speech  f — Ul 
could  recollect  with  exactness,  I  ahould  be 
bappy  to  speak  to  exactness. 

Mr.  .Tuslice  Rooke. — What  did  you  think 
when  you  &rst  read  the  pamphlet  i — I  am  not 
S  lawyer,  my  lord,  I  am  a  plain  man-;  I  do 
Hot  recollect  any  thing  particular. 

Did  you  find  &ult  with  the  jpavphlet  in 
jmrvim  iiiind,«a  being  an  uB&irvepresente- 
tion  of  Mr.  Yorke's  speech  ?— I  had  excep- 
tions to  some  passages,  but  I  do  not  so  parti, 
cularly  recollect  at  present  what  those  devia- 
tioni  were. 

Did  you  think,  upon  the  whole,  it  was 
nearly  a  fair  representation  ? — Nearly  ao. 

Did  yoa  tliink  the  qwech,  as  publiabed, 
was  a  speech  tending  to  peace  and  good 
ovder? — He  never  omitted  giving  advice  to 
peace  and  good  order ;  I  did  not  examine  it 
wilb^n  aiea  tMalmjt,  botread  it  afightly 
cnrer. 

You  thought  the  speech  you  read  had  that 
tendency  ?-^rbe  people  were  alwaya  advised 

to  peace  and  gooa  order. 

But  you  thought  the  speech  uttered  by  the 
Pendant  had  a  tendency  to  peace  and  good  f 
—Yes. 

Did  this  publication  appear  to  you  to  be  and  absurd  forms,  such  jarring  and  dtsfiooant 
an  untair  representation  as  to  alter  the  i  fwinciplea,  which  chance  has  scattered  oier 
nf  it  ?<—T  cannot  say.  the  earth,  cry  aloud  far  seawlhi~~  

Mr.  LaiL'. — We  shall  now  read  those  pas-   natural,  more  pure,  and  more  cal( 


scurity;  thow^IhOfC^  Hmf  wiii  J6BLWllt» 

main." 

Mr.  Hotkmti  Tfyenr  lordship  admimhrt 

as  the  substance  of  the  speech,  extracts  mutt 
nut  be  read  from  it :  but  the  whole  should  h| 
read,  if  your  lordilun  Ihinica  there  b  afidaaa 
sufficient  to  admit  the  reading  of  it  at  alL 

Mr.  Laa:.— Certainly  vou  hata  n 
have  the  whole  of  it  read.  . 

Mr.  Joatke  Jtooie^You  ahould  have  j| 
read  aoi^  or  aolai  nUy.hacww  il  «iU  JNi 
time.  , 
Mr.  Fari«^-4dy  lord,  as  to  Hhn  aMrii^ol 
lime,  the  reading  of  the  pamphlet  will  occupy 
no  more  time  an  hour  hence,  than  at  present; 
I  conceive  it  will  not  be  so  well  for  mats 
have  it  read  now  as  aAaranids,  beoMsaX 
have  a  very  respectable  masa  of  evtdana^ 
who  will  give  tiie  lie  direct  to  dieae  psMagM 
libelled;  that  dene»  the  whole  nuiy  t>e  ntA, 
in  order  that  the  jury  may  be  apprized  of  tba 
context,  for  there  ace  aome  veiy  goodsaal^ 
ments  in  it. 

The  Clerk  goes  on  reading.  The  cnci|;f 
of  Englishmen  will  no  lonser  endure  ikm 
strange  uproar  of  injustice.  1  trust  my  cotm- 
trymen  are  sick  of  political  and  religious  im- 
posture, and  that  their  decisive  and  maalj 
conduct  will  conouod  injui  imperioiia  toa% 
which  will  lake  no  denial,  not  a  melinratiin 
of  thaia  floanaoiia^nMca  which  woulci  be  lo 
compromise  with  injustice ;  but  I  trust  they 
will  demand  the  aunihilation  of  comiptiooi 
and  abuses,  and  n  leititutien  nf  tba  —  * 
rights  of  human  nature. 

«<  The  governments  of 
delectabk  rannetry  to  the  con  Wphlian  «f 
the  philosoplMr»no  enjoyment  to  the  satisfiio* 
tion  of  the  citizen.  A  vast  deformed  sod 
cheerlcb!)  biruclure,  the  frightiul  abortiou  of 
haste  and  usurpaliea  pieaenta  to  the 
the  beholder  no  systematic  arrangeoient,  ao 
harmonious  organiaatiun  of  sociely;.  Gha[M%- 
haste,  taction,  tyranny,  icbeUion,  naaaaatf^ 
and  the  hot  inclement  action  of  human  pa5-- 
sions,  have  begotten  them.  Utility  has  never 
been  the  end  of  their  ioalitutiaii,  hut  partnl 
interest  has '    ~  ^'^""^    "  ^' 


aagas  from  the  speech  which  arc  stated  ia  the 
record. 

The  Cleric  reads.  "  Proceedings  of  the 
public  mcetiae  held  at  Sheffield  in  the  open 
eir,  2nd^  April,  1794;  and  also  an  address  to 
HMflrilidi  nation,  being  an  exposition  of  the 
motives  which  have  determined  the  people  of 
8hifield  to  petition  the  House  of  Commons 
mowHtm^  en  tbeaubieetef  pasiianMotary  re- 
form. 

"  fellow  Citizens,  the  day  is  nt  length  ar- 
rived, when  fanaticism  and  super»tiUon,  de- 
frfeed  of  their  tinsel  trappings,  and  exposed 
m  their  native  ugliness  to  the  view  of  man- 
•low^  iliQk  acowuDg  back  to  lheca¥a  of  oh* 


promote  the  happiness  of  mankind. 

It  must  be  granted,  that  this  experience 
is  important,  bacanse  it  teaches  the  >uffMim 
nations  of  the  present  dav  in  what  roanaar 
to  prepare  their  combustible  ingredieois,  and 
hnmaaiali  in  irhat  ii— nnr  tn  nniriwlln  ihirr 
so  as  to  produce  with  effect  that  gjrand  poli- 
tical explosion,  whicb^  at  ttie  same  t»a  that  it 
buries  despetisn,  anead^  eenwduan,  end 
agonising  in  ruins,  may  miae  np  the  peopleto 
the  dignity  and  sublime  grandeur  of  freedwa. 

**  Citizens,  i  repeat  my  former  aoscrUfiM>* 
Go  on  as  yottbsre  hitherto  dooe^  ia  JheJ**. 
ture  of  reason.   Disseminate  UmKKhoot  ibe 
;iriM»lc  of  ^ouc^^owliy  thM  ^kuu^mgtj^ ' 
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llflUMUjr  tcr  mm^  tMi|l)ybes9,  and  which 
you  yourselves  have  acquired.  Teach  your 

cWMrcn  anrl  your  ronntrynien  the  sacred 
lessons  of  virtue,  which  are  the  foundations 
4f  all  human  polity.  Teach  them  to  respect 
themselves,  and  to  love  their  conntry.  Teach 
them  to  do  uoto  all  men  as  they  would  that 
4iet  thottM  do  onto  them»  and  their  love 
shall  not  be  confined  to  their  country,  but 
shall  extend  to  the  whole  human  rare.  When 
tuch  a  revolution  of  sentiment  shall  have 
pened  the  gusts  of  prejudice,  when^  bj  tho 
irter*sant  thunderings  from  the  press,  the 
meanest  cottaser  of  our  country  snail  be  en- 
lightened, and  the  tun  of  tcaiea  shall  shine 
in  its  fullest  meridian  over  us,  then  the  com- 
manding voice  of  the  whole  people  shall  re- 
commend the  558  genllemen  in  St.  Stephen's 
Chapel  to  go  about  their  business. 

Convinced  of  Ibis  truth,  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  meeting,  that  the  people  ought  to  de- 
mand  as  a  right,  and  not  petition  as  a  fiivour 
for  universal  rtprfscntivlion.  That  tbrrcforc 
are  will  petition  ibc  House  of  Commons  no 
aere  on  this  subiect 

^  ^s  vre  ourselves  feel,  we  are  natanally  led 
i^fmpathize  with  those  who  fee!  also,  wish* 
iBc  to  tie^  rid  of  the  v^etght  of  oppression 
Mwei  whieh  we  groan,  we  are  inmiced  to 
cfimpas?ior;;itr  those  who  groan  also,  and  to 
desire  an  alleviation  of  their  sufferings.  On 
tfor  o#n  acooont  we  have  repeatedly  peti- 
tioned the  lower  House  of  Parliament,  but 
petitioned  in  vain.  We  are  weary  of  the 
Dractice.  We  are  disgusted  to  hear  the  hal- 
Nuetf  name  oTIAer^  made  the  snort  of  cor- 
rupt pliermen  ;  and  we  arc  sliocked  to  see, 
tbat^  in  the  practice  of  legislation,  humanity 
l»W«  nam*.  We  are  now  petitioning  not 
ibr  ourselves,  but  for  others ;  for  those  whose 
aorrows  harrow  up  the  feeling  sonf * 

Mr.  Yorke. — 1  lie  part  that  is  now  reading 
iPAot  in  the  indictment. 
Mr.  iMi^Tben  it  ccMuniy  dntt  not  be 

rt?ad. 

MfpUiam  C— *  sworn.— RKanunrd  bgpMr. 

You  live  at  Sheffield  ? — ^Yes. 
"How  long  have  yoo  lived  there?— About 

Ifre  years. 

You  were,  I  believcLa  member  of  the  Con- 
•tftutional  Society  at  Sheffield    T  waa. 

In  that  society  there  was  also  what  vras 
called  a  committee? — Yes,  there  was  atone 
time ;  ft  might  be  about  the  beginning  of 

I  ^c7ifn'e  yon  T^'ere  their  sccretiry? — T  was 
about  SIX  months  the  latter  end  of  that  year, 
•nd  T  ceased  to  be  secretaiy  about  the  be- 
gbning  of  1791  again. 
^  Were  you  secretary  of  this  soeicty  at  the 
time  you  were  a  committee  man  f — No,  I 
vni  not. 

See  hit  Examination  on  the  Trial  of 
r,eilf«iVol,f4,  p.  589; 


e  you 


Werr  yea  a  eommitlee 
were  secretary,  or  secretaiy  before  you ' 
coromiuee  man? — I  waa  a 
before  I  was  secretary. 

Were  you  a  committee  roan  allar  yon 
secretary  ?— Xo. 

When  did  you  ceme  to  be  a  committee 
man  altogether?— I  cannot  apeak  to  Ibatiaiti 

Did  Broomhani  aaeoaad you  aa aaaataiyf 
— Soon  af>er. 

D(i  you  remember  the  defeodaat,  Mr. 
Yorke,  beiogatShaffield  ?-Yes. 

DiJ  you  see  him  previous  to  the  beginning 
of  1794? — The  first  time  1  saw  hira  was  at 
one  Cawtbenie'St  an  inhabitant  of  Sheffield. 

At  what  time  ?— SomaliiM  ItUnk 
it  was. 

Was  it  at  the  bemnning  or  latter  end  of 
1793  ?— I  believe  about  the  middle  it| 
but  it  is  su  long  back  thst  I  cnnnol  recollect. 

Did  Mr.  Yorke  attend  any  ot  ihcae  meat^ 
ings  of  the  Constitutional  Society  in  lf98f<« 
I  rcnifnjVirr  soring  him  at  amecting  attbt 
Barrel,  m  Sycamore-street. 

Did  he  attend  any  meeting  of  the  aeciety 
in  1794?— Yei»  at  the  Caatle-hiil. 

Do  you  remember  any  meetings  at  whiall 
be  was  present  previous  to  that?— No. 

Was  Mr.  Yorke  a  member  of  the  cedelyf 
I  do  not  know  that  lie  was. 

Was  Gales,  the  printer  in  Sbefiield,  amern?* 
her  ?— I  und«stooa  he  waa. 

Yon  have  icen  him  thercw  bava  not  y«il-« 
Yes. 

He  was  a  committee  man  also,  I  believe  l-m 
He  was. 

Although  Mr.  Yorke  was  not  a  member^ 
that  you  know  o^  you  tiave  seen  him  at  the 
society  ?^yes. 

What  did  he  do  there? — Sometimes  Im 
spoke  Rt  the  Barrel,  in  Sycamore-street. 

Did  lie  do  what  other  persons  did  who 
wem  members  of  the  society  ?— What  la  tfalt 
payin;:  the  contributinn  \ 

Did  he  pay  any  contribution?- 1  do  not 
know;  he spokeinthe codetiaa. 

Do  you  recollect  this  meeting  atlhe'OMdnB 
hill  ?_Yes. 

IlaU  voii  seen  Mr.  Yorke  and  Gales  toge* 
Ihcr,  previous  to  that  meeting  ? — Yes. 

TIad  you  been  with  Mr.  Yorke  and  Mf* 
Gales,  previous  to  that  meeting  ? — 

Dio  yon  receive,  eltber  from  Mr.  Totiee  er 
Mr.  Gales  any  rr-ohiiions  to  be  put  at  that 
meeting?— I  received  the  reaoUitiont  £coai 
Mr.  Gales. 

Waa  Mr.  Torhe  laatcnt  at  that  funa?<^ 

He  was 

W  iiat  was  to  be  done  with  those  resohitiont 
wbieb  were  given  you  by  Galea  when  Mr. 

Yorke  wns  with  him  ' — I  was  rcrjnested  to  go 
down  to  Galcs's  house,  and  I  went  down  pre- 
vious to  that  meeting,  and  received  the  19* 
advea  ftom  Oales,  and  I  was  myiUdttn 
read  the  resolve?  to  the  meeting. 

Wa«  Mr.  Yorke  present  at  that  timet— 
Be  wtt. 
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At  what  tioM  did  that  meeting  take  place  ? 

—Near  about  noon,  about  one  or  two  o'clock. 

Was  It  a  very  numerous  meeting  ? — Yes, 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  company.  r 

Many  thousand  people,  I  beueve? — ^Yes, 
some  thousands  were  there. 

Who  acted  as  the  chairman  of  that  meeting  ? 
Mr.  Henry  Yorke. 

What  sort  of  a  situation  was  hp  placed  in  ? 
—Upon  an  eminence,  a  torm  made  for  the 
pur^Htse. 

What  did  you  use  to  call  it?^At  Sheffield, 

we  called  it  a  tribune. 

.  Then  Mr.  Yorke  took  his  place  in  his  tri- 
hune  ? — Yes. 

At  this  meeting,  at  which  he  wa^  chairman 
before  he  put  the  rcsohitinns,  do  you  remem- 
ber-any  rootion  beini:  made  by-Br^omhead 
about  a  petilion  to  p.iili.inicnt  ? — I  rec<»llrct 
something  ui  iiropiuhead  making  a  motion 
ibr  petitioni  ng  parliament. 

That  rootion  was  rejected,  I  believe? — Yes. 

You  have  "seen  ihuse  rc-olniioiis,  I  be- 
lieve since,  m  jniuL.^ — i  have  iicdid  Uiemread 
in  print. 

I  will  read  tlicm  to  you  a«:ain.  "Con- 
vinced of  tills  truU),  it  is  the  opmioa  of  this 
meeting,  that  the  people  ought  to  demand  as 

a  right,  and  not  petition,  as  a  favour  for 
universal  rtpresenlaiion    — Ihut  is  the  first. 
.  You  do  not  mean  the  first  in  order? — No, 
that  was  one. 

-  Mr.  Hidham. — I  submit  to  your  lord-hip; 
he  should  tie  aslied  what  the  resolutions  were, 
and  not  have  them  read  to  him. 
Mr.  Justice  Aoofte^He  waseiammed  ^ 

^t  first. 

Mr.  Topping.— To  accommodate  Mr.  Ho- 
tham,  I  will  put  it  unoth»r  way.  —  What 
was  the  subject  ot  those  resolutions  that 
were  given  ^ou  by  Mr.  Gales  and  Mr.  Yorke? 

Mr.  Justice  Rooke.  —  Yuu  iiave  certainly 
a  right  to  put  those  resolutions  into  his  hand. 

Mr.  Topping.^{Re&di],  "  That  tbeiefore 
we  will  petition  the  House  of  Commons  no 
more  upon  this  subject."  Is  that  another 
of  those  resolutions? — \'e^. 

Those  rcsuluiions,  so  put  by  you,  were 
thw  GBnied  or  8(^tiTedr— They  were  car- 
rien. 

Unanimously,  .1  taJcc  it  for  granted? — 
Nearly  so. 

Mr.  Yoike  made  a  speech  that  day,  T  be- 
lieve.^—  He  spoke  al  the  Cattle-hill  meeting. 

A  pretty  ionjj  speech,  I  believe;  was  it  not? 
—Yes. 

Was  Gales  at  the  meeting  ?— Yes. 

You  were  at  the  meeting?— Yes. 

And  Bcoomhead  was  at  the  mceUngf— 

Yes. 

You  saw  an  account  of  Mr.  Yorke's  speech 
ioca  after  the  meeting?— Yes,  but  did  not 
nad  hi  I  wBi  tafcea  up  soon  after. 

VUKMi  Ctmage  cross>«xaninad  bj  Mr. 
ifoAeai. 

You  were  pr'^'rnt  upon  the  Cattlif-bUl  at 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Vorkc  ?— Yes. 


What  was  the  general  tendency  of  tint 

speech ;  was  it  tending  to  peace  and  good 
order,  in  yuur  conception,  or  for  the  purpose 
of  inflammg  the  mhids  of  the  people!— 
Every  part  of  his  sprech  recommendfd  peace 
and  good  order  to  the  people,  that  was  what 
I  always  understood  to  be  his  conduct. 

Do  you  recollect  any  thing  in  thatspetch 
about  levelling  principles  ?  —No,  I  do  not. 

You  have  told  us  that  the  thmg  in  which 
Mr.  Yorke  stood  was  called  a  lribunef>-Wc^ 
among  ourselves,  gave  it  that  name. 

Did  you  ever  bear  Mr.  Yorke  call  it  so?— 
I  do  not  know  that  T  ever  heard  any  tbii^of 
tliatsort  from  Mr.  Yorke. 

Did  Gales,  al  ihr  l-uir  that  he  jrave  you 
the  resolution-^,  read  laenj  over  tuyuu  uitbe 
presence  of  Mr.  Yorke,  or  did  he  give  yoa  Iks 
resolutions  and  desire  you  to  proposer  tbemf 
—lie  gave  them  me,  and  desired  me  to  pro* 
pose  them,  and  I  mm  them  over  mysdr  ba> 
fore  the  meeting. 

So  that  Mr.  Yorke  said  notliin«;,  but  Gales 
gave  you  them]  were  they  reatiovcria  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Yorke  ? — No, 

T>o  you  know  how  it  happened  \h?.t  Mr. 
Yorke  hrsl  came  among  you  ? — I  cannot  speak 
to  that  subject. 

Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  Dcrlv^cr- 
ciet^  P— Yes^  I  have  htud  tell  of  the  Uchtj 
Society. 

Did  you  ever  send  any  circular  Icttertolha 

Derby  Sociely?— I  hrird  that  letter**  were 
i>ent,  tuit  not  to  my  kuosvledge,  I  had  no  con* 
cern  in  the  business. 

What  was  your  idea  about  tlic  il  jrationof 
the  House  of  Commons  bektre  Mr.  Yorke 
came  among  you  9— We  thought  the  preseat 
system  of  the  House  of  Conflnoos  a  gMt 
grievance  as  to  their  seven  year*;  duration. 

Was,  or  wa->  nut,  tlie  (J^nstitutiouai  Socir^ 
that  was  instituted  at  Sheffield,  Ibr  thepor- 
pose  of  ret'omiin;?  such  abuses  in  the  Houie 
of  Commons,  or  /or  wliat  purpose  was  it?— 
For  the  purpose  of  reforming  the  Honns  sC 
Commons,  and  nothing  else. 

During  the  time  you  %vrre  a  member  of  it, 
did  you  ever  collect  any  design  to  overturn 
the  constitution  of  the  countrjr  ? — Never. 

Nor  any  dcsii^n  of  bringing  about  their  in- 
ten  lion  by  force  of  arms  or  violence  f—Ctr-; 
tainly  not 

Then  in  wlut  way  did  you  understand 
meant  it  should  be  brought  about? — By  dip 
fusing  knowledge  among  the  people. 

But  you  never  heatdnom  any  of  the  mem- 
bers of  that  society,  nor  ever  thowgh?  ■sv'nie 
you  were  a  member  of  it,  thai  viufcuce 
was  intended  towards  any  part  of  the  govern- 
ment?—Never;  if  I  had  I  abottld  not  haws 
continued  in  the  society. 

Had  you  an  opperlunitv  of  seainc  Ifc 
Yorke  more  than  onee  at  S  iieffieid?-lWst 
three  times. 

Did  you  ever  hear  from  Mr.  Y'orke  ipTp^ 
life  any  expressions  against  i\\e 
of  thia  couatiy      em  in  my  lifik 
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Now,  I  ask  you,  wliether  yon  have  mA 
heard  Mr.  Yorke,  in  express  word^,  coininend 
the  constitution  uf  the  country  as  it  was 
originally  formed?— I  have  heard  him  speak 
*cil  of  ihe  constitution  when  rcfonne<l. 

Do  you  mean  llie  comtitutioo  by  Kingi 
lords*  and  CMnmoof  f — Ym. 

Didyou  ever  hear  him  say,  or  iDfcr  from  any 
tiling  that  fell  from  inni,  that  he  had  any 
Ipiah  or  intentkm  tliat  the  House  of  Corn- 
moss  aboaki  be  totaJly  abolkhad  r  —  No, 
never. 

AU  that  you  understood  Mr.  Yorke  to  mean 
was,  to  bring  aboni  a  ralbm  In  pariiainentf— 

Nothing  more. 

And  that  i^y  peaceable  means  P — Yes. 

Mr.  Tapping. — Perhaps  you  remember  the 
•xpresabn  about  the  658  gentlemen  going 
about  thoir  Im-^inos-^ ' — I  do  not  recollect — 
flomethitig  ut  Uiul  kind  said,  but  I  cannot 
•pedfy  the  words. 

Voti  say  this  was  called  n  tribune  among 
yourselves,  but  yuu  4id  not  iiear  Mr.  Yorke 
caliitso?~Yes. 

Your  members  when  they  wanted  to  spaak 
always  went  into  it  ?— Yes. 

You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  you  abstuned 
fiom  calling  it  a  tribune  wfaen  be  wat  there } 
^No. 

-  Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  when  Gales  eave 
yon  the  reaohKkms,  Mf.  Yorke  did  not  Took 
them  over  in  your  presence  ? — I  do  not  know 

that  he  did — the  person  that  brought  me  there 
will  be  examined,  and  he  was  prc&cnt  at  the 
■ime  time. 

Remember  you  have  been  examined  hcfore, 
and  rccolleci  yourself— you  were  desired  to 
fft  down  to  Oales's  to  recmve  these  resolu- 
tions ? — Yes. 

You  found  Mr.  Yorke  and  Mr.  Oales  to- 
gether ?— Yes. 

Now,  I  ask  you,  whether  Mr.  Yorke  loolted 
them  ov<T  or  !i<)t ' — To  the  of  my  recol- 
lecliou  ii  jv.  ,  lic  did  not  lu  my  presence. 

Ceorge  Wuidison  *  sworn. — Exaoiiocd  by  Mr. 
Jbknmit. 

Where  do  you  live  ? — At  Woodhall,  within 
ten  milea  of  Sheffield. 

Worf  yon  at  any  time  a  member  of  tlie 
ConsUlutional  Society  at  Shcflield  ?— Yes. 
'  How  long  was  that  agoF— A  year  and  a 
halfback,  I  think. 

How  long  were  you  a  member  ?— Two  or 
three  years. 

How  long  is  it  nnce  you  ceased  to  be  a 
member  ? — About  ri  year  and  a  half  since. 

Did  you  ever  attend  any  of  the  meetings  of 
that  society  ?— Several. 

Where  did  you  ho!  1  i>iosc  meeting?  ' — In 
difierent  places — soutetimesat  one  bouse,  and 
aotnettmes  at  another. 

•  See  his  Examination  on  thf  Trial  of  Tho- 
IDAS  Hardy,  nnie.  Vol.  24,  p.        and  his  ex- 

Mtinttinn  on  the  trial  of  John  Home  Tookfi, 
p.  334,  of  this  Vohnne* 


Nanfic  any  of  theTiouscs  where  your  mcet- 
j  iijgs  were  held  in  November  17(>9?— I  rnnnot 
,  recollect,  we  had  them  at  so  many  dincrcnt 
1  places. 

I     During  the  time  you  were  a  menibrr  of  this 

1  society,  were  you  appointed  to  any  situation? 

I  I  was  a  delegate  at  one  time. 

For  what  were  yoo  a  dele^le  ^— For  one  of 
the  divisions. 

I  Do  you  remember  at  any  of  the  meetings 
that'  you  attended  seeing  Mr  Yorke  there  P 
— Yes,  I  have  seen  him  at  several — I  do  not 
know  that  i  was  a  delegate  at  the  time  I  saw 

.  bin. 

Where  was  the  meeting  fu  l  l  tint  you  saw 
him  at  first  ^— I  think  the  firbt  meeting  I  saw 
him  at  was  in  Quecn-streeU 

Was  the  meeting  pretty  numerous  ?~Vei^ 
I  think  the  room  was  pretty  well  filled — per- 
haps there  were  two  or  three  hundred  people. 

Was  there  any  chairman  ^-'He  was  the 
only  chairman. 

What  year  was  that  inf—Two  or  .three 
years  ago,  I  think  in  1793. 

You  were  a  hair  dresser  1^  trade,  were  not 
you  ? — Yes. 

You  were  employed  by  Mr.  Yorke  as  a  hair- 
dre5«;rr  at  Sheffield  ? — Yes. 

You  frequently  dressed  his  hair' — Yes. 

Had  you  any  conversation  with  him  while 
yo«  were  dresnng  his  hair? — ^Yes,  frequently. 

Were  vou  present  at  any  meeting  at  the 
Castle- hill  on  the  7th  of  .\pril  ? — I  was. 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Yorke  there  ? — Yes. 

Did  you  see  Qates  there ) — Yea,  I  heUere 
I  saw  Gales  there  too. 

Was  Davison  there  ? — I  cannot  recollect. 

Did  you  bear  Mr.  Yorke  speak  that  day  F 
— Yes. 

I  )o  you  recolleci  any  thing  he  said  ? — ^\^ery 

little. 

Did  you  sec  him  at  any  time  after  the 
speech  ?— Y(    1  saw  hmi  ;iftcr  ihc  ^p  'rch. 

Had  you  any  conversation  with  iiim  at'ter 
the  meeting  ? — Yes. 

Aliout  his  spcccli!* — I  thin'<  he  aelvcd  mo 
once  bow  the  people  seemed  to  approve 
of  it 

Did  be  say  lie  was  doing  any  thing  about 
the  'peeeh  himself? — He  asked  me  what  the 
people  tliotigbt  of  it;  and  I  said  there  were 
▼anous  opimoos. 

Had  you  ever  any  conversation  w\\h  nun 
about  liie  writing  of  that  speech  ?—i  do  not 
reooUeetthatI  had. 

You  do  not  recollect  that  he  ever  told  yoti 
he  was  writing  an  arcotint  of  bi^  '-pr-ech  !* — 
I  cannot  say  particularly ;  it  la  a  loug  ttm« 
.since-~I  cannot  charge  my  memory  parii*  . 
cularly 

Did  he  or  did  he  not,  teil  you  that  he  was 
writing  an  accountof  fab  speech  on  the  Castle* 
hill — recollect  what  you  have  swofs  beibre 

I  cannot  recollect  it. 

Mr.  Justice  Rooke — You  sWoiild  ask  him, 
did  he  or  not  say  he  would  publish^  speech  f 

—It  is  10  long  aim  X  caoaot  charge  o/ 
3  X 
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Mr.  Justice  Rooke. — I  do  not  thmk  we  h&ft 
anv  thing  to  do  wlUi  that 

Mr.  Xmv.— XfaejF  f  bolb  to  tbii  boekyttgr 
lord. 

8tite  what  yoa  can  confidently,  from  am- 

raory,  to  have  been  the  very  words,  nearly 
as  may  be ;  if  not  give  us  the  substance  ?— • 
He  mention^  the  packing  of  juries;  that  the 
trial  by  jury  was  b<»coaie  a  mere  form  of  lav; 
that  government  packed,  or  could  pack  jutici 
as  they  pleased ;  that  be  himself  had  jast  r^-' 
turned  from  Lancaster,  and  was  iropBcalid 
himself  in  a  trial  there,  respecting  a  Mr. 
Walker,*  of  Manchester;  he  said,  the  jury  m 
the  people  who  were  to  try  them  there,  were 
tlie  creatufes  of  ^venmiMit,  and  would  have 

fiassed  sentence,  if  the  perjury  of  the  informer 
lad  not  been  so  evident,  that  the  vile  took  of 
government  themselves  were  ashamed  of  it ; 
and  be  was  ovdescd  by  tba  Court  to  be  tdsd 
for  pejjury. 

What  did  he  say  respeetiDg  petiti0iiilis.Mi^ 
Uament  for  a  reform  ? — ^After  ne  had  roaoe  a 


jnemory  with  it ;  he  told  roe  that  he  was  writ- 
ing extracts  from  Mr.l^cke. 

Air.  Justice  Ri>oke. — Did  he  ?ny  whether  he 
was  writing  any  account  of  his  spcccii  or  not  ? 
»I  cannot  recollect 

Mr.  Jvfniyin  —Were  you  not  exsmillBd be- 
fore Mr.  Ford  in  London  i — Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  in  the  course,  whether  you 
did  not  say  that  Mr.  Yorke  told  you  ha  was 
writing  his  speech  ?— I  ran  not  say. 

Will  you  swear  tiiat  you  did  not^ — ^No; 
ner  I  will  not  swear  that  I  did. 

^T^.  Yurke. — Were  you  a  memhcr  of  the 
committee  when  I  wax  ever  there  ^ — ^No,  I  do 
not  recollect  that  I  was* 

Mr.  Justice  Iteafod— You  were  tithe  mee^ 
Sng  ? — Yes. 

And  you  dressed  him  afterwards? — Yes. 

lie  asked  you  what  people  said  of  bis 
speech  ? — Yes. 

What  answer  did  tou  give  him?— I  said 
there  were  various  opinions  of  it ;  I  do  not 
xeooltecl  any  more  conversation  about  it 


Will  you  «nv  upon  your  oath  he  never  said  very  eloquent  speech  upon  the  f\r'^\  orc?L'*hv. 


any  thing  lo  yuu  about  printing? — I  answered 
that  question  before,  and  I  cannot  answer  it 

more  fully. 

Will  YOU  say  upon  your  oath  he  never  did 
say  any 'tiling  aboot  itP— It  is  so  long  since,  I 
cannot  charge  my  memory  with  it. 

Mr.  Yorkc. — 1  would  ask  you,  whether  on, 
beiore,  or  after  the  7  th  of  A  phi  my  speeches 
were  such  as  tended  to  \  ility  or  traduce  Ibe 
House  of  Commons? — Xu,  I  cannot  *^fiy  any 
iarther  than  the  corruption  that  had  been  in- 
troduced into  it 

WUStmCeorMtF^itk  sworn —Examined' by 
Mr.  lew. 

T  believe  you  era  a  suroeon,-  and  live  ai 

Sheffield?— Yes. 

Did  you  go  on  the  7lh  of  April  1794  to  tiie 
meeting  on  the  Gastle-hiU?-^!  did. 

Did  you  sec  Mr.Yorke,  who  sits  there,  at 
that  meeting  ? — did. 

Where  did  you  sec  him  ?— I  saw  Imn  at  first 
standing  by  the  side  of  a  desk,  on  which 
Camaec  stood,  reading  an  address  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  king,  concerning  Muir,  Pahner, 
Skhving,  Margarot,  and  Gerrald.  who  had 
been  convicted  at  Edinbuijlii  anoieBtiiiced 
ta  transportation. 

He  was  standing  by  the  side  of  a  desk ;  was 
that  what  they  called  the  tribune  ? — ^Yea. 
After  CanTa'^r  had  read  that  addre*??,  what 


part  did  Dtlr.  Yorkc  uke  in  the  bu&ines«  ot  the  aacL  m  ail,  tiic  seui>c. 


some  resolutions  were  read  by  Carnage  iruiu 
a  written  paper;  and  afterwards  Bfoonhcai' 
ascended  this  same  tribune,  or  stool,  or  what- 
ever it  m^  be  called,  and  nuuie  a  motioiiv 
that  a  petition  be  presented  to  perllaeBentftr 
a  reform  in  the  representation  of  the  people. 
The  words  of  this  were  repeated  two  or  tliree 
times.  After  some  time,  no  one  seconding 
the  motion,  Mr.  Yorlce  ascended  the  tribune. 
He  said,  he  was  extremely  glad  that  that 
meeting  was  so  enUghtencd,  that  not  one  was 
Ibund  to  eeoond  swfa  a  motion.  Indeed,  if 
anyone  had  done  so,  he  said  he  should  hate 
opposed  it;  for  he  was  convinced  tJhcy  might 
applv  for  eternity  to  parliament,  and  they 
would  never  have  redress,  or  words  to  that 
effect.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  they  were  the 
very  words;  and  indeed  he  said  ttie  idea  «u 
absurd  to  petition  a  corrupt  body  to  remove 
itself,  and  appoint  another  in  its  place. 

Did  you  see  this  publication  when  tiie  im- 
pression vras  fresh  upon  your  memory  f— Yes, 
m  less  than  a  fortnight  after. 

Did  you  see  difierentacGouataof  the  speech? 
—No. 

Did  the  printed  aecoimt  which  you  mw« 

in  substance,  tally,  ^omv  omissions  exceptedf , 
— As  far  as  it  went^  the  speech  that  he  mvle 
is  princi[)ally  contamed  in  that  which  iscaUed' 
in  that  book  "  An  Addre  ^  lo  the  British  Na- 
tion   in  some  instances,  the  precise  wonls; 


day  P^After  that  bad  been  read,  Mr.Yorim  | 

got  upon  this  same  tribune,  and  made  a  speech 
to  the  pooulac^  who  were  there  in  coosider- 
ahle  numoers. 

A  great  many  f]ucstions  have  beeil  ailcedaa 
to  tlie  tendency  ot  hii  speech,  what  was,  in  your 
jtidgment,  the  tcndcncv  of  that  speech ;  was 
It  in  Iwvour  of  good  order,  peace,  and  good 
■ovemmeot ?— The  first  speech  (for  I  h*  ar  l 
two)  related  entirely  to  tbo^  people  mi  w  hose 
•ccotmt  the  petition  was  agreca  lo  be  pre- 
MUted  to  theRiqfi 


then,  aeeordiog  to  your  leeollection  of  the 

speeches,  was  ihf  speech  as  uttered,  or  the 
speech  as  pubUsiieU,  of  the  mo?t  mischievous 
tondeney  f  — Tiiere  are  some  wetds  in  the  ad< 
dress  not  tlie  same  as  in  the  speech  ;  bit  Mr. 
Yorke'senegy,  his  eloquence,  his  action,  Mid. 
ius  manner,  made  a  much  greater  impres^pn 
than  it  could  peeiiblydo  bpr  reading. 
Were  the  eipressions  ot  the  one  tmtdm^ 

•  Seetheliial^Ml^  VeLS9» 
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gerous  tlian  of  Lhc  oilier  f — i'he  one  was  more 
viotom  Una  the  other. 

Be  so  good  as  ?t:itc  -w-^ial  parts  of  the 
speech  are  not  ia  Uiia  unnleii  account  ? — After 
tne  moUon  was  mide,  end  Mr.  Yorke  bad 
•acendcd  llie  chair,  or  the  stool,  he  said,  that 
the^  had  presented  a  petition,  the  nature  of 
which  they  all  knew,  to  the  House  ofCum- 
nions^  which  was  disdainfully  rejected;  but 
had  his  advice  been  followed  at  thnt  lime, 
that  petition,  instead  of  beiug  worded  in  the 
bunibleforai  of  a  petition|  would  have  boeo 
couched  in  the  nunly  tlnui  of  lemoiistniioe, 
or  to  that  elTcct. 

Mr.  Justice  Roole.— What  petition  was  that? 
— A  petition  that  had  been  presented  fipom 
Sheffield  the  year  before. 

Mr.  Iiov. — Go  on,  sir?*— He  proceeded  to 
itite»  that  the  people  were  the  ml  end  true 
sovereigns ;  that  the  government  was  made 
for  them :  .and  that  the  sovereign  people  di»- 
anced  itself  by  petitioning.  iMeed,  he  said, 
ae  was  present  in  the  lobb^r  of  the  House  of 
Commons  when  the  petition  from  Sheffield 
vrai»  prcbctiled;  and  he  burnt  with  indigna- 
tion at  the  treatroent  H  received.  He  said, 
thnt  it  was  said  by  a  member  of  that  House, 
I'V  lodbam,  that  the  roinohty  of  the  people  only 
0uebt  always  to  govern.  He  said,  he  agreed 
'vvith  ibat  ibsj  ongjht  only  to  govern 
th^jnselves. 

'  Did  he  say  who  were  the  majority.* — He 
■aid  the  will  of  the  people  is  the  supreme  law : 
he  assumed  that  as  a  prmciple,  and  he  said  the 
welfare  of  the  people  was  tiie  supreme  law. 
He  said  that  petition  was  rejeeted,  beeaiise  it 
■was  wort1(  d  in  loo  rude  nr.d  coLirse  a  manner 
fer  them.  He  said,  as  their  petition  had  been 
rejected,  they  should  trouble  them  no  more 
w%th  such  langB^  I  they  thought  they  had  put 
it  in  plain  language,  very  fit  for  ihem,  they 
"were  mechanics;  that  they  would  trouble 
them  with  it  no  more:  he  said  it  was  their 
duty,  as  they  ^  k!  been  enlightened  thcm- 
aelves,  it  wi^  their  duty  te  give  that  in  forma- 
lioQ  to  their  enemies;  that  tbe  progress  of 
truth  aiifl  rrason  were  irresistible;  and  he 
leauested  that  they  would  go  on,  every  man 
enlightening  his  neigiibuur ;  tliat  they  would 
instruct  them  in  the  country  places  round 
about;  and  when,  as  would  shurtly  be  the 
case  (for  nothing  could  stop  the  progress  of 
feason),  a  eom^ete  revolution  of  sentiment 
lind  taken  place,  the  commanding  voice  of  tbe 
people  would  turn  out  tbe  558  gentlemen,  in 
a  sneering  manner — turn  out  the  558  gentle^ 
men  in  St.  Stephen's  cbapdt  Mod  Ihem 
about  their  business. 

VVas  his  voice  and  gesture,  upon  that  oc- 
4Meo,  tbe  voice  and  gesture  of  a  man  speak- 
ing with  respect  or  contempt  of  the  body  of 
the  House  of  Commons?— Certaiolyi  with  no 
wsfee  of  respect. 

Was  it  the  contrary?— Yes. 
Was  ther<»  any  particular  gesture  that  af- 
eompaoied  tliat  about  tbe  gentlemen  going 
'   '     "  ■*      '  naortofa 


half  pause;  he  said,  **tm-n  onl  the  538  een* 
tlemen  in  Si.Stc|)herfscluiprl,  and  send  tbem 
aboot  their  hii>«incss." 

Conveying  to  your  mind  the  idea  of  a 
sneer  ^—Yes,  and  must  have  done  so  to  evei;^ 
mail  who  heard  it. 

Will  your  memory  serve  you  to  relate  any 
other  parts  of  this  extraordinary  speech;  was 
any  thing  j.aid  about  arms  ? — Yes,  he  said  the 

Keople  had  a  ri<;ht,  by  the  Bill  of  Rights,  to 
ave  arms,  ana  requested  that  they  would 
arm  tbemselves. 

Have  you  any  doubt  that  he  stated  r^iat, 
and  recommeoded  to  them  to  ann  them- 
selves?—am  quite  positive  of  it. 

Did  he  say  any  thing  about  Alfred  > — ^Ye^ 
he  said  it  was  a  meeting  of  the  nation  itself 
for  that  they  had  a  right  to  assemble  on  Salis- 
bury plain. 

Did  he  say  bow- thfgr  assembled  there ?^ 
Armed. 

Ifereeoramcnded  them  to  provide  them- 
selves with  arms  ? — ^He'did;  that  the  people 
of  this  country  had  a  righ^  by  the  Bill  ol 
nights,  to  meet  armed. 

Do  you  recollect  any  thing  being  men- 
tioned about  combustibles  ? — I  remenmer  his 
speaking  about  producing  a  grand  explosion 
to  overthrow  despotism,  and  to  establish  free> 
dom  among  all  the  nations  in  the  world. 

Do  you  reroHert  nny  mention  of  combusti- 
bles?— I  do  uut  rccoUfCt  it  at  present;  in  one 
part  of  his  speech  he  said,  you  behold  belbie 
you,  young  as  I  am,  about  29  years  of  age,  a 
man  who  has  been  concerned  in  three  revo- 
lutions afaeady;  who,  though  late,  assisted 
t!ic  revolution  in  America ;  who  so  essentially 
contributed  to  thai  in  Holland ;  who  has  ma- 
terially  assisted  in  that  of  France:  and  who 
will  still  continue  to  cause  levolntioDS  aU 
over  the  world. 

Vou  were  astonished  that  so  young  a  £en- 
tleman had  been  so  well  employed?—!^ 
not  know  his  aee  tiH  he  said  it  himself. 
^  Do  you  recoHect  any  thing  parUculac  be- 
^esP — I  cannot  recollect  tbe  tilings  oactly 
in  the  series  in  which  he  delivered  them. 
He  said,  perhaps,  for  my  exertions  this  day, 
in  the  cause  ofliberty,  I  shall  be  sent  to  Uie 
Bastile,  commonly  called  the  Castle  of  York, 
and  at  last,  perhaps,  hung  tip  in  this  place; 
that  hb  chains  would  be  to  him  chains  ot^ 
gold,  or  precious  stones,  or  some  kind  of 
pleasing  idea,  garlands  of  flowers,  or  some- 
thing of  that  sort,  an  lii^  flown  expression  to 
convey  traajsports. 

Do  you  remember  this;  a  man  in  posses- 
sion of  this  virtuous  principle  feels  delight, 
while  burning  in  the  brazen  bull  of  Phalaiis? 
—I  remember  admettiiBsof  thai  tort;  and 
lie  said  he  ihoidd  be  enmud  aa  a  aaaf^  of 
liberty. 

By  whose  means  did  you  get  tixis  speech  ? 
—From  a  person  in  Sheffield ;  I  saw  it  about 
a  fortnight  after  the  <;pecch  was  uttered. 

We  have  been  asked,  on  the  other  sid^ 
what  was  the  teatacy  orlbe  ^peedir— What 
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fanaticism  and  supentition,  deprived  af  thdr 

tinsel  lrappinf;s,  and  exposed,  in  their  native 
ugliness,  to  the  view  of  mankind,  slink  scowl- 
ing back  to  the  cave  of  obscurity,  there,  I 
hope,  ihcy  will  ever  remain.  Thecnergjof 
Englislmien  will  no  longer  endure  this  strange 
uproar  of  iujusticc ;  I  trust,  my  counUymen 
are  aick  of  religious  and  polltioU  imposture, 
and  that  their  (Iccisivc  and  manly  conduct 
will  command,  in  an  imperious  tune,  which 
will  take  no  denial,  not  a  melioration  of  those 
enoimow  «iN»e%  which  would  be  to  com- 
promise with  injustice;  hut,  I  trust,  they  will 
demand  tlie  aunihilation  of  corruj>UoD  and 
abuses,  and  a  readtuUoB  of  the  original  nAnt 
of  liuinan  iiuture  ?" — I  recollect  a  good  deal 
of  the  scobe  of  it;  I  do  not  think  the  frecuo 
words. 

Do  you  recollect  any  thing  about  the  cav& 
of  obscurity  ? — cannot  sa^ ;  there  migfU  ba 
such  a  word. 

Do  you  recollect  tinsel  trappings?— I  recol- 
lect you  mentioned  about  popery,  and  then 
brought  it  in  with  fanaticism,  and  that  tb4 
state  poli^ians  brought  it  in. 

Perhapb  you  are  a  Roman'  Catholic  f— I 
am. 

Will  you  undertake  to  say  that  this  was  the 
spirit  of  that  particular  passage? — I  think  I 
do  recollect  the  sense  of  that  particular  pai* 

you  swear  that?— I  cannot  swcaril; 

your  energy  in  these  particular  parts  Bisia 
such  an  impression  upon  me,  and  so  they 
roust  upon  every  man ;  I  was  a  little  difUBte 
before  you,  that  I  could  not  forget. 

Therefore  you  could  not  forget  tho«e  pecu« 
liar  expressions? — I  might  not  at  all  times 
be  giving  the  same  attention. 

IIow  tar  were  yoo  off?«->Tea  pOOpK  p»» 
ha|>s,  before  you. 

You  will  not  swear  then  to  this ;  you  swear 
to  the  whole  of  some  things,  and  not  la 
others  — Such  things  as  I  recollect. 

You  sav  that  I  addressed  tlie  populace; 
you  woulo  not  call  a  clergyman,  and  othsA 
there,  a  part  of  the  populace  ? — Yes. 

W  lmi  do  you  call  a  populace  i — Aa  asseoic 
blage  of  people. 

I  do  nut  understand  it  so:  you jau^JTMl* 
that  after  this  pptilion  lo  the  King  was  read, 
in  tivour  oi  these  men,  that  I  Lheii  adUie^i^d 
the  meeting ;  and  you  swear,  thai  the  wfaela 
sub-tancr  of  th.it  speech  was  respecting  their 
condemnation  No,  I  did  not ;  1  said  at  the 
beginning  of  it,  that  you  aAsrwarda  proceedsd 
to  a  gooddcal  of  matter  respecting  Listor}-. 

And  I  said  that  covernmeot  could  p«ck 
juries,  degcading,  in  shurt,  the  civil  admims* 
tration  ot  this  couQtiy  ? — And  vou  ssadj  ifwa 
cnjuy  civil,  without  political  libaHyy  u  nM 
nulbii^ 

fiuilliat  b  a  contradiction?— Thai  I 


was  the  object  of  that  speech  as-  fitr  as  you 
could  collect? — The  ol)jccl  was  that  they 
should  no  longer  apply  to  parliament,  and 
that  they  were  entitled  lo  respect  on  account 
of  their  uuinber^and  that  it  was  their  indis- 
pcnsa1>lc  duty  to  convey  the  knowledge  they 
had  received. 

Was  it  an  exhortation  to  peace  and  order  i 
—lie  did  not  desire  them  to  riot  or  any 
thing. 

And  that  be  expected,  perhaps,  that  he 
should  l>c  conveyed  to  the  Castle  of  York  for 
what  he  was  then  uLttriut:? — Yes;  and  he 
said  there  were  many,  perhaps,  come  from 
motives  of  curiosity,  others  from  the  more 
criminal  motive  uf  spies  and  informers  ;  but  I 
would  have  such  to  know,  tliat  I  am  prepared 
for  them,  that  he  was  pretty  well  acquainted 
with  the  Kngli^h  law,  that  he  would  take 
care  they  should  not  take  advantage  of  him. 

Was  any  thing  more  said  about  the  right 
of  the  soven  ien  people  to  punish  ? — ^He  said 
they  dclcgatdl  till  ir  authority;  that  govern- 
ment were  their  creatures,  and  that  if  they 
abused  that  authority  they  were  liable  to  be 
punished,  a^  guilty  of  high  treason  against  the 
jnaif  sty  of  the  people. 

i  heif  i>i  a  i:ciilkuian  of  the  name  of  Taylor 
here,  you  hud  sonic  conversation  withshOTtly 
after  that  nRt  ling? — Yes. 

Mr.  Law. — It  will  nut  be  compcteut  to  me 
to  ask  as  to  that  point 

Wittiam  George  FrUk  erosa-axaainod  by  Mr. 
FerAc. 

Ton  call  yourself  a  man  of  exceeding  good 

aiemory  ?— Y«;s. 

What  are  you?— A  surgeon. 

Then  you  call  Yourself  a  Uteraiy  manf— 
Perhaps  m  some  degree. 

A  scholar? — Yes. 

You  understand  Latin  ?— Yes. 

Being  a  surgeon,  of  cours^  you  have  read 
liippocrates  ? —  Part  of  it. 

Galen  and  Paracelsus,  of  course :  you  are 
a  very  lewned  surgeon  indeed. 

IMr.  Justice  /ir>o/ic.— Tott  cannot  go  into 
evidence  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Yorke.— lie  says  he  is  a  roan  of  letters, 
and  he  comes  here  as  a  professed  critic;  I 
think  I  have  a  right  to  examine  him  as  to  his 
competency.  You  read  the  pamphlet  a  furt- 
ught  afler  it  came  out  ? — Yes. 

i)id  it  strike  you  lo  be  a  just  representation 
of  the  speech  i  gave  at  the  Castie-biil  ?— As 
far  as  it  went. 

You  rec«|^ec|, ..then,  every  part  of  it?— I 
thought,  1^  a  j>iattj^  exact  copy,k  as  fiut  as  it 
went 

That  niucA  was  lefi  out?— Some  words 
wrtfclkftoui  which  I  have  repealed  iicrc. 
'But  that,  nevertheless,  all  m  the  printed 
account  was  diB^livered  ?— Not  the  precise 
words,  but  the  spirit. 

If  I  read  any  passage  out  of  it,  you  would 
recollect.  Dv  you  recollect  tbi:i  ?  "  Fellow- 
citizeasi  tha  d«|i»  «t  length  anivcda  wbrn 


nothing  to  do  with,  yonr  contradicting 
self ;  I  only  speak  to  what  you  said. 

Did  it  not  strike  you  as  very  strangle  lhal  I 
should  say  gj^vMoaNDl  bmM  ftmh^ 
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tbouslit  you  might  be  offended  and  ifrilited 

a  UUm  by  Die  proceedings  at  Lancaster. 

Suppose  any  man  in  itrivate  coinp«QV  told 
you  tne  govemmeot  fwoced  juries,  would  not 
yoit  infer  that  that  man  meant  to  libel  the 
administration  of  juBtioe  io  this  oduatry  F — 
You  certainly  Uitl. 

Was  your  idea  of  that  in  ronse^ence  of 
my  using  ihc  wurd  packed  juries,  or  Tiroin  any 
UuDgel^c  in  the  course  of  tUe  speech.^ — As 
to  toe  IMckuijZ  of  juries,  yoo  tlurral  that. 

Passed  it  ott  ^  ith  a  flying  leap     I  do  Bot 
'know  what  yon  mean  by  that. 

And  1  baid  that  iury  was  so  corrupt  as  to 
have  eoBvictcd  us,  had  not  the  vile  tooU  of 
government,  which  are  Mr.  Law,  I  sirppo^e, 
and  tlie  otlicr  counsel  for  the  Crown  j»ittiiig 
opposite  to  me,  had  they  not  thfown  up  very 
l\ouoiir;ihly  ihcir  briefs  ? — -You  saifl  l!i  it  tlicy 
were  the  creatures  of  govenimeol,  but  tiiat 
the  perjury  of  the  inftinner  was  to  enrident, 
that  even  the  vile  tools  <ff  fofCnONttl  were 
ashamed  uf  it. 

Does  not  tiie  idea  of  a  pegured  infonaer 
startle  yott  a  little  ? — No. 

^Vhu  rVi  l  \n\\  rrnt^cr  t  ;n(l  by  the  vile  tools 
of  guveruiuenlP — I  hc  perd<^n9  concerned  in 
the  assizes ;  I  suppose,  the  sane  as  they  arc 
here.  [iJere  the  ODiirt  tNirH  out  in  a  peal  of 
laughter.] 

You  du  not  mean  liicu  to  bay  that  Mr.  Law 
is  a  vile  tool  of  goveroiiieiit?-^Yoii  miglkt  call 
bilB  so,  perhaps 

You  recollect,  after  the  resolutions  were 
read,  Mr.  Brocnnhead  made  a  motloB  for  a 
^tition  to  the  IKiusc  of  Conunonis  for  a  re- 
form in  parliament;  wiiatwas  the cuosequeace 
01  Lliat  motion  ?— Nobody  seconded  it,  and 
jou  ^t  up,  and  said  you  were  glad  that  that**! 
nectuig  vv -.^     enliglitoncd  uh  not  to  scr-nnd  it.  I 

And  the  ^eitUon  you  con<»ider  as  a  proof  of 
llieir  being  in  darkness  f— It  seemed  you  eon- 
^ered  that  so ;  I  did  not. 

T  oliv(  rved  that  I  gloried  in  there  not  being 
one  ptr^r>ii  found  to  second  the  petition^ — 
Yes. 

That  application  might  be  made  to  all  eter- 
nity, to  no  purpose  ?— -V es. 

Have  you  rod  that  address  te  the  British 
nation  ?— Yes ;  nearly  twelve  months  ago. 

No  doubt  it  made  a  great  impression  upon 
your  mind  at  that  time  ? — 1  did  not  take  much 
notice  of  it.  The  address  to  the  British  na- 
tion I  conceived  to  be  the  substance  of  your 
speech,  there  was  some  one  man  put  up  his 
batt  eootmy  to  the  eeneral  sense  of  the  whole 
naeeling,  and  thciy  «issed  hlfll,  and  y««  got 
into  the  chair. 

How  comes  it,  tbeni  that  as  you  did  not 
take  much  notice  of  that  additas,  you  should 
now  take  upon  yourself  to  tw^ar  in  this 
Qourt,  timt  it  was^  the  substance  of  my 
I  conceived  it  to  be  so  only. 

Do  mnmdar  wilnelf  n  kffMinaa?— 
Yes.      .  . 

WbetlMi^asa  bjral  aum,  you  ought  not, 
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|rone  before  a  magistrate  and  informed  bbn  of 

It  ? — I  (lid  not  ttiiul:  it  necessary ;  I  sn'v  jirople 
there  who  were  concerned  with  tiie  magis* 
traey ;  I  saw  constables  there. 

Aw\  they  never  went  to  the  msglstrttes? 

— Not  to  my  knowledge. 

VVlien  (lid  it  first  enter  into  yuur  raiud  to 
make  the  pretty  exhibition  you  ate  now 
making  P — It  never  did  ;  I  was  subpouwd 
hefe  much  against  my  inclination. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Dunn*  of  Lancaster,  or 
Mr.  Alexander  !  of  the  Kose  tavern,  Hcct^ 
market  ? — I  do  not  imderstand  you. 

You  say  I  asserted  that  the  people  had  tlie 
right  of  arms  by  the  Bill  of  Rights ;  be  veiy 
particular  upon  thi*;  point ;  did  fat  that  meet* 
mg  dcsu'e  the  people  to  procure  arms  ? — ^You 
desired  them  to  arm ;  you  told  them  to  get 
arms. 

You  liave  already  sworn,  that  I  said,  "  Citi- 
zens, you  have  a  right  by  the  Bill  of  Rights 
to  arm  yoarKlves,  get  arms  f**— Yea. 

You  swear  that  ? — I  do. 

Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  Constitutional 
Society  at  Sheffield  were  molested  in  tii«e 
pcact-Jul  meetings? — Ye««,  after  titat. 

You  know  nothing  of  it  personally  f— No. 

You  my  I  s^ke  of  Alfred  assembling  the 
people  upon  Sahsbury  Plain  armed ;  do  you 
recollect  what  I  called  the  assembly  No. 

Was  it  Uie  raichel-gemote  ?— I  believe  it 


And  what  was  the  inference  I  drew  from 
It  ?— For  the  redress  of  grievances,  or  any 
thmg  that  oppressed  them. 

Do  you  recollect  whether  they  met  armed 
for  tho  rfdffss  of  ^ievances,  or  for  a  consti* 
tuUondi  niaiter,  or  in  a  constitutional  manner  i 
— For  the  redress  of  frricrances. 

Now,  bein^  :<  !nyai  man,  you  must  nece«- 
sahly  have  made  some  inquiry,  as  all  good 
men  do,  into  the  constUntion  of  your  cotm^ 
try  ? — I  have  read  some  little  of  it. 

Where,  pray  ?  in  Sfjuire,  Bacon,  and  Coke, 
I  suppose,  in  the  tumt  luanner  as  Hippocrates, 
Galen,  and  Paracelsus  in  physic  f— I  do  not 
recollect  nny  particular  book. 

ilow  conies  it  that  it  does  not  strike  your 
mind  what  a  miehel-ffemote  is  f — I  never  read 
the  history  of  Alfred;  I  i)e\er  made  it  my 
btudy ;  I  know  llic  constitution  of  this  coun- 
try is  King,  Lords,  and  Commons. 

If  you  never  lead  the  history  of  Alfred 
how  can  you  say  you  have  read  a  little  into 
the  constitution  ? — 1  know  it  consists  of  Khig, 
Lords,  and  Commons. 

Ytni  '^av  I  hoped  something  would  prrn^ncd 
a  political  c.xplasion  ;  you  did  not  mean  a 
gun- powder  plot  to  blow  up  every  thing  f— ^-Ik 
wasametapnor,     eapiosioii  or  the nationl 

to  

To  cut  each  other!s  throats,  or  something 
ofthat  kind?— Yes. 


•  See  the  Trial  of  Mr.  Walker,  Vol.  «3, 
pp.  1088,  1163,  1!0*.        ,  e 
^8e^  Bis  cross-examination  on  the  Tnll  Of 

ThomM  Hard/y      Vol.  %*»  p.  641^ 
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You  undertake  to  swrar  that  ?— Yoit  «aift 
that  something  wouid  |iroducc  tins  great  ex- 
ploston  which  would  destroy  this  diwpoti8iii# 

and  '-rt  ttp  librrtv  in  ils  stead. 

You  uuderstood  oie  to  i>peak  ot  Ucbpotism 
in  this  cooolKy  as  well  at  other  ceualneftiii 
Europe  You  memaomd  the  woid  tynat 
repeatedly. 

Tiiat  meant  the  king,  of  course  ? — I  do  not 
know  that  joa  always  meant  so. 

Will  yo\i  swear  that  I  did  aiauy  timaawaa 
•0 1 — 1  will  not  swear  that. 

You  undertake  to  swear  to  that  particular 
expression,  that  I  fioped  something  would 

froduce  ao  explosion  to  destroy  despotism  f — 
wilL 

You  will  swear  it  befiite  God  and  yoor 
•ountry?— Yes. 

You  behold  before  y<Hi,  young  as  I  am, 
onlT  22  yean  of  age  P"— I  donPt  kiio#  that  I 
said  twenty-two. 

It  must  be  so,  because  I  am  but  S3  now,  so 
that  at  the  time  of  the  revolution  in  America, 
I  must  have  been  not  13  ?— I  cannot  lay  aqy 
tbin'^  about  that ;  you  said  so, 

Luuk  at  the!»c  gcotlemen  ;  you  undertake 
to  swear  before  God  and  your  country,  that  I 
liad  essentially  contributed  to  as?;ist  the  revo- 
lution in  America? — 1  did  not  say  so ;  1  said 
that  you  served  tl»t  hi  America,  oontiibuted 
to  that  in  Holland,  roalcri^jlly  asaisted  that  in 
France,  and  would  ^till  rontinuo  to  cause  »• 
▼olutiuii^  uii  over  ihc  world. 

You  undertake  to  swear  laaaiited  in  the 
revolution  of  America? — Ye?. 

Then  that  I  had  essentially  contributed  to 
ainst  the  revolution  in  Holhnd ;  what  revo- 
lution was  that  ? — I  do  not  know. 

And  yet  you  say  you  are  a  n\an  of  letters  ; 
do  you  ever  read  the  newspapers  ?— I  thought 
you  meant  tbeievolutioD  tibat  drove  away  the 
atadthulder  some  few  years  back. 

Mr.  Justice  Rooke. — You  are  not  to  a&k 
lum  to  explaiu  your  meaning. 

Mr.  Yarke. — The  next  pouit  is,  that  I  had 
materially  assisted  in  tlie  revuluiton  of  i>'rance, 
and  would  still  continue  to  cause  revolutions 
an  over  the  world  ;  you  swear  that  before 
Ood  and  your  country  ? — Yes. 

The  next  point  is,  that  I  said,  **  Perhaps, 
Ibr  my  exertions  thb  day  in  the  cauae  of 
liberty,  I  should  be  sent  to  the  Bastilc,  com- 
monly called  York  Castle,  and  perhaps  hunf 
up  at  last,  in  this  place ;  that  my  chains 
would  be  to  me  chains  of  gold  or  precious 
atones,"  or  ^omc  kind  of  plca'^ing  idea,  j^rland 


You  swear  that  f* — Yes. 

You  swear  >chat  before  God  and  your  coun- 
try P—So  far, that  I  eoncehre  it  tote  the suti- 
ject  of  your  speech. 

I  asked  you  whettier,  when  you  read  it,  it 
made  an  impmslon  upon  your  mind  ?— 'No, 
no  farther  than  it  appeared  to  mc  to  be  the 
substance  of  what  yott  said  upon  the  Castic 
IJill.  • 

You  say  that  what  I  apoke  waa  more  vio. 
lent  than  the  account  given  in  the  printed 
speech  ^>-The  eloquence  of  your  hmguage, 
and  energy  of  your  manner  made  mneh  more 
imprcisioii. 

Leave  out  the  energy  and  the  elonucnce, 
and  was  it?— No  ways  materially  diflereal, 
but  what  I  have  stated. 

You  swear  the  Mi>»?t?inC'e  of  that  sperrh 
differs  no  way  materially  trom  what  I  deli- 
vered at  the  Castle  Hill  r**-Except  so  lar  as  I 
have  ststtd. 

You  are  quite  collected,  I  hope? — Yes. 

For  it  is  not  my  intuition  to  eonfuse  you; 
I  said  the  will  of  the  people  was  the  supteaaa 
law  ? — You  said  first,  the  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple was  liie  supreme  law,  and  I  was  glao  to 
hear  it,  but  you  iroroediatdy  fbUowed  tt  witfi 
the  will  of  the  pcoplr  \s  the  stipreme  law. 

That  struck  you  as  an  exceedingly  sed^ 
tiouB  phrase?— Very  wrong. 

Perfectly  inconsistent  with  the  principles 
of  the  British  constitution,  and  law  of  the 
country;  and  you  considered  it  a^  an  ex- 
tremely seditious  cxy iression  ;  and  that  ther^ 
fore  the  hou^c  of  Brunswidt  who  ait  upOA 
ihe  throne  

Mr.  Justice  Reoke^DQ  not  reason  wiib 
him. 

Mr.  Torkf. — Now,  you  have  sworn  I  said 
that  in  ail  ihe  slnirgies  and  revolutious  ia 
this  eounny,  it  is  evt&nt  the  people  had  made 
no  part;  that  the  revolution  had  hern  a 
struggle  between  the  aristocracy  aud  the 
throne,  ani  that  they  were  brought  ia  merely 
to  quiet  the  people? — Yc^,  and  that  imme- 
diatelv  after  these  things  were  done,  it  was 
said  that  they  were  done  by  the  will  of  the 
people ;  but  you  said  that  was  not  the  case  ; 
and  to  show  that  it  was  not  the  ca'c,  and  ta 
show  it  was  merely  a  struggle  bciweeu  the 
aristocracy  and  the  monarchy,  certain  laws 
past,  which  militaled  agsinst  the  liberty  of 
your  country. 

When  dki  these  laws  pass  After  tbe  Bo. 
vohtlion. 

Do  you  speak  positively  that  it  was  the 
Revolution  ol  1G88  ? — Or  the  brmgtug  m  the 
house  of  Hanover. 

You  swear  I  said,  in  a  sneering  manner^ 
that  the  commanding  voice  o(  the  pet^lo 
ireuU  torn  out  the  558  genltenwB  in  81. 
pben*s  chapel,  and  ssM  them  abovt  thrit 
business  Yes. 

Will  you  swear  to  that  jury,  that  I  mauc^ 
use  of  the  words  turn  out  the  558  geotlemea 
in  St  Stephen's  chapel,  and  send  Witm  aWut 


of  flowers,  or  bomething  uf  tiiat  sort,  a  high 
^wn  expression  to  oonvty  transports?— You 
s;\id,  "  Perhaps,  in  consequence  of  my  exer- 
tions in  the  cause  of  hbert^^  X  shall  be  sent  to 
the  OsslOe,  eommonlf  ealtoi  YorkGssdo." 

Then  you  think  me  a  fiOphotf— •Yoor  fn»- 
phe<-y  hx^  been  verified. 

Ferha^i^  you  will  think  me  a  fit  companion 
for  Mr.  Brothers ;  then,  that  if  1  was  hung  in 
^hain*,  1  «hotilH  hf  rnroHed       a  tnartvr  of 

hberty  for  what  I  had  done  that  da^  f-^io  1  their  busuiess f<— I  will  not  swear  lo  the  pu^ 
eensequ^  of  that  day.  | 
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lieyUr  word  **  turn,**  but  you  meaut,  and  the 

mfftuing  you  conveyed,  and  must  be  under- 
Stood  by  what  you  said,  that  liie  people,  when 
tlltj  became  enlightened,  would  Uira  Hmui 
out,  and  send  them  al)Out  their  bu?ines<«. 

With  a  kiud  of  haU  pause,  a  rhf^toncal  po> 
titioD,  and  then  the  ae&duig  about  their  bu- 
siness  came  out,  after  a  position  uf  Mr.  Oar-  ' 
tkkJs  perhaps?— \ou  baid  a  great  many  per- 
haps of  Mr.  Garrick*s  in  the  course  of  your 
^eech. 

What  wa«?  the  c^rnpral  tendency  of  my 
apeech? — ^l  o  mtorm  the  p^ple  that  they  were 
«pprMMd  by  the  Hooeeof  Coamioin;  Mm 

you  the  votes  for  rcprescntatinn  nnpht  to  be 
as  general  as  taxatiou,  and  asked  if  any  man 
there  had  a  vote  in  the  cboioe  of  members  of 
puUaniciU. 

You  say  I  did  not  excite  them  to  riot  and 
tumult?— You  did  not  say  the  word  not. 

But  was  the  speech  more  calculated  to  in- 
flame the  ptis'^ions,  or  inform  the  under^tanrl- 
iogs  of  the  people? — Particularly  to  iudame  I 
the  pessioiM  of  ttie  people  gainst  the  House 
ofComnMUs. 

I  am  going  to  put  that  question  once  more : 
you  wiltswear  tliat  the  speech  bad  a  tendency 
OMDtially  to  inflame  the  passioas  ol  the  peo- 
ple against  the  House  of  Ommon<! :  tlicre  are 
two  benses  in  which  1  may  understand  that ; 
do  you  ondefstand  that  I  meaat  the  present 
658,  or  the  body  nf  the  House  of  Commons, 
as  a  constituted  branch  of  the  legislature  ? — 
It  is  impossible  for  me  to  tell  what  you 
meant. 

If  you  cannot  tell  what  I  meant,  how  dare 
^ou  say  my  speech  had  a  tendency  particu- 
lufy  to  inume  the  passions  of  the  people : 
What  induced  you  to  go  to  the  public  meet- 
ing?— Curiosity;  I  was  following  the  line  of 
inv  professional  duty  early  that  morning,  and 
I  heard  a  good  deal  of  conversation  pass  about 
you  and  the  mcctinfr.  T  b:id  seen  it  advcr- 
tiscd ;  but  that  moruiug  a  lady  in  company 
where  I  was,  said,  if  you  come  we  aaust  all 
be  rrnrh'  to  go  to  the  Cattle  Uill  at  two  o'clock  ; 
he  IS  to  make  a  very  elguuent  speech,  and  a 
great  deal  more  to  tnatdiect;  and  she  said 
to  me,  doctor,  you  will  go,  won't  you  ?  Says 
I,  I  have  no  intention  of  going.  Says  she, 
Ise  is  certainly  sent  by  heaven  to  be  the  sa- 
▼kmr  of  his  country ;  and  th^  talk  of  taking 
him  up;  but  if  they  did,  TT»:iny  n  fine  house 
would  be  burnt  down,  and  many  a  head  laid 
low  by  morning.*  I  know  she  snd  yen  luive 
aeen  one  another. 

What  do  you  mean  by  Uiat? — I  mean  more 
iathnate  than  is  proper  with  a  manied  wo- 
man. 

Is  «hf  pretty     Yes,  very. 

I  wul  a&k  you  about  some  circumstances 
that  todt  place  after  the  meeting ;  did  you 
stay  there  all  the  time  ? — No  ;  yuu  liiid  begun 
reading  an  extract  from  Locl^e;  and  just  as 
you  had  finished  that,  aiul  told  them  vou 
would  print  an  extract  fram  it,  and  they 
jbouid  have  it  as  cheap  aa  ponibiey  you  went 


A.  D.  ITdff. 

on  to  the  Slave  trade ;  and  I  went«wiy»  and 

then  called  nt  Cornelius  Taylor's. 

I  wish  to  know  if  you  have  ever  read 
Lodce's  book? — ^No. 

And  yet  you  understand  the  constitution  Of 
your  country !  1  recommend  you  to  read  ^ 
and  yen  will  M  seme  information  with  rea* 
]  (  ( t  to  the  will  of  the  people  constituting  the 
supreme  law ;  what  did  you  say  to  Mr.  Tay- 
lor ? — I  said  I  thought  you  was  a  very  clever 
man  a  very  able  orator,  and  that  the  only  priO' 
ciple  I  disliked  was,  that  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple was  the  supreme  law  as  a  principle. 

Were  you  cslUed  away  to  dehvar  a  womaaf 
—Yes. 

What  did  you  say  to  her  ? — Nothing  at  all; 
the  husband,  instera  of  coming  for  me,  he 
went  to  the  Castle  Uili,and  was  dragging  yon  • 
about  the  town,  so  fascinaled  wnh  your 
speech,  I  suppose. 

I  bewitdiea  him  with  my  eloquence  and 
sublime  mctaphofsf— I  do  notJmow;  hadkl 
stay  however. 

Did  you  not  toll  that  woman  that  T  was  a 
man  too  moderate  a  great  deal  for  the  Shef- 
field people ;  and  tnat  you  desired  her  to 
christen  her  child  Henry  Vorkc  ?— That  was 
at  another  labour  before  the  meeting. 

Why  did  you  tell  her  tn  christen  ner  child 
afiter  me?— You  are  much  misinformed  as  to 

Will  you  swear  you  did  not  say  so  ? — Yes. 

Belbre  God  and  your  country  ? — Ves ;  this 
said  person,  who  mentioned  you  was  certainly 
sent  by  heaven  to  be  the  saviour  of  this 
country,  says  she,  if  the  child  is  bora,  it  shall 
be  christened  Heniy  Yorke  Khodes;  and  it 
was  so  christened. 

You  would  not  your=:c1f,  in  nny  instance, 
be  the  means  of  instigating  persons  to  a  breach 
of  the  peace,  nor  would  not  subscribe  to  any 
declaration  repugnant  to  the  ptindpleaof  tfie 
coiutituiion — By  the  bye,  did  you  ever  stall  & 
bottle  of  ink  ? 

Mr.  Juttiee  BooAre.— No  man  is  bound  to 
g  n  war  any  qneation  that  may  criminatii  hi  m- 
&clt'. 

Did yoanot  eipeet  to  have  come  to  the 

other  side  ef  that  court  these  assizes  T — No. 

You  have  committed  no  rrimc  that  might 
have  brought  you  there  ? — Cerlamiy  not. 

Mr.  Justice  Rooke. — That  is  not  a  proper 
qiie<^tirjn,  Mr.  York^  for  the  rcasou  i  have 
before  given  you. 

Did  yon  never  assert  to  any  person  that 
you  subscribed  to  every  word  I  uttered  ? — No, 
nor  to  ih:i\  effect  I  said,  excepting  this 
principle,  ttiat  ihc  will  of  the  people  was  the 
supreme  law,  I  remarked  only  these  two  prin- 
ciples, the  welfare  of  the  people  was  thr  su- 
preme law,  and  that  the  will  of  the  people 
was  theaopreme  law. 

If  you  assented,  as  you  sny,  to  everything 
I  said  except  tlie  priuciple,  that  the  will  of 
the  people  was  the  supreme  law,  how  could 
you  swear  just  now  that  it  was  a  speech  par- 
tictdariy  cateulated  to  inflame  the  passwns  of 

Diyitizeo  by  ^^^Oglc 
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which  is  respectioe  the  558  gentlrmen  who 
sit  in  St.  StepDAn'«aifl|MliiUj^t^4b(iulUMii 
business.  / 

You  do  not  particularly  facflUettaDy  «^ 
part*?  of  the  ^^peech? — No. 

Wiuit  wab  liie  eeneral  tciidoicy  oi  U?«<4 
do  not  recoiled;  1  went  fiMMly  4Mit  elenb* 
s'lty  at  the  time. 

You  di4  bear  thai  particular  part  of  Al^ 
Yes. 

Did  you  read  tiie  pdnled  speeeb  aSbttmria 

—  YC5, 1  Hid 

liow  suun  attcrwards  I — It  is  about  a  \m 
ago  DOW. 

\N  hen  you  did  read  it  f  suppose  the  ^pecdl 
was  tresh  in  yow  memory  ?— 'No,  but  wbeai 
did  ra«d  it,  aoeeidiBs  to  webeakftf  flw  lical^ 
lection,  it  was  sinuar  to  the  apaach  that! 

heard. 

Mttrmaduiu  Wreaks  sworn.  —  l^iaininfltf 

Mr.  Topping. 

You  hve  at  Sheffield,  I  believe? — Yea. 
What  husiiMaa  arc  you  P-^A  ~ 
Have  yuu  been  many  years  at 
Yes,  all  my  lifetime  nearlv. 
You  were  there  ia  April  1794  ? — Yes. 
WeM  yon  at  the  mtetiiigat  the  CasUelW 
— Yes. 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Yorke  there? — Yes. 
Whcte  did  you  see  hifl»?-*-iD  •  kMfl 

rostrum  or  a  pulpit  that  he  was  in. 
Did  you  hear  the  speech  be  made  thsit^* 

Yes. 

Do  ymi  recollect  any  partietd«r  paaa^wlf 

that  ^i'rc<  h  i" — Yes,  I  do. 

Repeat  »nch  passages  as  you  remember^— 
I  was  there  about  five  minotes  beiM*  Afsa; 

Mr.  Broomliea^l  was  then  in  the  ro?itrum.  In 
u  few  minutes  alter  Mr.  Gales  and  Mr. 
Carnage  came.     A  little  after  that,  Mr. 
Broomhead  desired  Mr.  Yorkt'might  be  called 
to  the  chair  :  .Mr.  Yorke  came  and  n-ceitef? 
the  g|:eatest  applause  perhaps  that  you  ever 
saw  a  ana  in  yoitr  life. 
A  numerous  meeting  ? — ^\'es. 
Tell  us  what  Mr.  Yorke  said? — He  obsenred. 
that  they  were  called  there  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  redress  of  tlu-ir  grtcvuncci);  ihcj 
were  lo  address  the  kin:*  in  ht  half  of  the  p*^ 
secuted  patriots  and  ttc  ile&ircd  Mr.  Cania^ 
to  read  it ;  he  began ;— I  remember  the 
sentence  of  ii  pretty  wt  I! ;— he  says,  **  Sire, 
Wc  the  undersized,  being  firm  friendt  ef- fi- 
ber ty  and  the  ngbts  of  man,  feel  ooiaeHti 
J  u         II    J  '  deeply  affected  by  the  sentences  which  h»te 
Lsammed  by  Mr.  Mood.  ,  jaiei/been passed  upon  r,»izt  n>  Muin  P:il!Tir, 

'  Skirving,  Margarot,  and  OcrraiU;  '  aijd  at 


the  people.'--!  think  it  had  that  tendency. 

And  yet  you  assented  to  it  ail,  with  that 
sii^gl^  «j(ceplion.   Pray  tell  me  whether  you 
approved  oi  tiie  i<ka  of  causing  levokitioDa  all 
over  the  wr  rkl     Certainly  not. 
,  Did  you  not  approve  of  itat  the  time?— No, 

Then,  bow  could  you  say  to  any  one  that 

you  did  approve  the  wholr,  tlial  j^ioc'^de 
only  excepted  r— I  spoke  generally. 

You  seem  to  deal  ver^  much  in  generals; 
iv^t  do  you  say  to  the  idea  of  fanaticism  and 
superstition,  deprived  of  their  tinsel  tnippin;?*;, 
and  slinking  scowling  away ;  did  you  approve 
ofthstN-NOr 

Do  yon  approve  of  turning  the  558  gentlo» 
ineo  iu  St.  biepheo's  chapel  about  their  bu- 
siness ^— No. 

Did  you  approve  also  of  the  grand  political 
explosion,  and  the  combustible  ingredients 
which  were  to  bury  despotism  in  ruiu:i  ? — No, 
by  no  means. 

Then,  how  could  vou  declare  immediately 
alter  the  meeting,  that  you  approved  of  al^ 
but  tiuiit  one  principle,  respecting  the  will  or 
the  people  beinj;  the  supri  inc  law,  and  now 
have  tfir  face  to  swear  in  this  court,  that  you 
deemed  it  a  very  seditious  speech  ? — I  alluded 
to  it  generally. 

Do  you  kno^v  Ebenczer  Hhodes  Yes. 

Doi^ou  know  Thomas  Druiy  s! — i  may  per- 
haM. 

Perhaps  your  memory  serves  you  well  on 
some  occasions;  you  can  rrcollcct  a  speech 
of  two  hours,  and  doubt  about  your  acquaint- 
anoea;  you  never  told  them  you  subscribed 
to  every  thing  I  said  ? — No. 

Do  you  recollect  any  thing  in  the  speech 
about  ^bt  Revolution—''*  ut  order  to  prove 
that  the  Revolution  had  not  corresponded 
with  the  expectations  of  the  people,  no  sooner 
was  the  prince  of  Orange  established  on  the 
throne  of  England,  than  all  ideas  of  tiie  an- 
cient mode  of  ann'-al  parliaments  were  effaced, 
and  the  triennial  act  was  passed,  in  the  very 
face  of  that  HevoIutioB>  and  in  arecl  contra- 
dtetioa  to  its  principlas.''— Vm»  triennial 
act. 

Was  that  the  thinjg  you  alkided  to  as  a  vio- 
laUon  of  the  prindpfes  upon  which  the  house 
of  Brunswick  ware  seatea  upon  the  thraoe  i 
-~It  was  so. 

Mr.  £ew.— It  shows  bovr  eonect  his  eae* 
mory  is. 

Mr.  ForAre.—The  most  so  of  any  man  I 
ever  saw  or  heard  of. 


John  Gillot  sworn 
You  are  a  merchant  in  Sheffield?— Yes. 

Were  you  at  the  meeting  upon  the  Castle  |  latter  part  he  concludes,  **  we  are  plain  roes 


Hill?— Yes,  I  was. 

Did  you  hear  Mr.  Yorke's  speech^— Pari  of 
HIdid. 


and  will  not  flatter  a  kin» ;  if  oirr  i;vi>^lK-»  be 
attended  to,  we  are  persuaded  it  will,  in  ^bk 
good  degree,  hush  tnt  murtnurt  wNMh  «Dr«** 


I  would  ask  you  only  what  was  the  general  j  sonable  severity*  in  a  government  nf  ver  laii* 
tendency  of  that  speech? — 1  do  not  parlicu-  I  to  excite,  and  it  may  also  avert  that  ftfltV^ 


Urly  recollect  any  of  the  passages  so  as  to  rc^  {  which,  it  is  but  too  evident,  iias  long  — 
ai  them  in  the  words  he  read  them ;  nor  do  ,  awAdly  gatherhig,  and  vrhicfa  nafburat  (ath 


f eooUact  more  Itaao  one  that  stiikee  me. 


in  u  njonirnt  when  vour  majesty  tainfcseot- 
1  hi»  is  the  address  /  .^Ii.  Camsge  tc$A  Ibat 
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these  passages  in  it,  what  did  BIr.  Yorkc  do 
then  ^ — He  said,  the  cause  for  which  our  bre- 
thren are  now  suflfering,  was  the  aaine  as  was 
advocated  in  the  vear  1784  by  Mr.  Pill*  the 
duke  of  Hirhmond,  and  other  men,  who  wviv 
^acemen  and  peiuioiiers  at  this  time. 

Can  you  tell  us  way  other  pawagw  f^I 
cannot  recollect  aiqf  thmg etieof  anjre0iil»> 
ouei|ce> 

TeU  lis  aH>— ^  The  day  it  at  lenglh  ar> 

rived,  when  fanaticism  and  superstition,  de- 
prived of  their  tinsel  trappings,  and  exposed, 
in  th^r  native  uftliuess,  to  the  view  of  man- 
Idnd,  slink  seewUBf  back  la  the  cava  of  ob- 
scurity " 

Do  yuu  remember  that  i'rom  his  speech  ?<— 
Yes;  perfectly,  and  bis  manner;  for  he  b  the 

best  speaker  1  r-vrr  hp:irt)  in  my  life. 

Do  you  recoUect  any  oiber  ftm^i — Ves, 
one  that  I  set  down  when  I  came  horoei  I 

call  this  a  Billy  Pitt  man.  I  repeal  my  former 
assertions,  ff)  on  as  you  have  hitherto  done^ 
in  the  culuire  ot  reason,  dissemioale  through- 
out the  whole  of  your  eomitry*  that  kaoarlsdge 
■whirh  is  so  necessary  to  man's  happiness,  and 
which  you  yourselves  liave  acquired;  teach 
veur  children  md  yoor  countrymen  the  seared 
MBfions  of  virtue,  which  are  the  fuundaliuns 
of  aU  hiNnao  polity;  teach  them  to  respect 
theaudves  aoo  to  love  their  country*  teach 
them  to  do  unto  all  tneu  as  they  would  that 
ihev  "(hoykl  do  unto  lliem,  and  their  love  shall 
not  Lc  cuiitiiied  to  Uiclr  country,  hut  shall 
extend  to  the  whole  human  race.  When  such 
a  tcvoltition  of  '^optiraenl  shall  i>ave  dispersed 
the  mistvS  oi  prefudtce ;  when,  by  the  incessant 
thunderingt  from  the  press,  the  meanest  col- 
fn^PT  uf  our  country  shall  he  enlightened,  and 
the  sun  ot  reason  shall  shine  in  its  fullest 
naridisn  over  us ;  theo  the  coaMnandio^  voice 
•f  the  whole  people  shall  recommend  the  658 
gentlenr  en  in  St  Sirpheu's  chapel  to  go  about 

tlieir  l^uiiiwSS." 

Marmadukt  Wreakt  cross-exammed  by  Mr. 
ffflCAaat. 

Yob  are  a  barbers-Yes. 

Wiiu  taiiL^ht  you  your  le'^son  wliirli  yoa 
have  repeated  so  fluently,  iiow  often  liave 
you  read  this  book? — I  have  not  read  the 
whole  of  it 

I  ask  you,  how  many  times  yon  have  re- 
peated over  to  yourself  and  got  by  heart  this 
passage,  *'  The  day  is  at  lei^th  arrived,  wheu 
fanaticism  and  superstition,  deprived  of  their 
tinsel  trappings,  and  esiposed^  in  their  native 
mPneas,  to  the  viewof  maalnnd,  slink  scowl* 
iflf  back  to  the  cava  of  ob•ctui^^^MaBgra 
time,  I  dare  say. 

How  often  have  you  read  it  in  the  printed 
book  —I  do  not  know. 

Upon  your  oath,  a  hundred  times?— >I  have 
read  it  a  ereat  many  tuues)  perhaps ;  not  lulf 
ahundmL 

Upon  your  oath,  haw.ym  lead  it  a  bua- 
dred  tiroes? — ^No. 

VOL.  XXV. 


{•  Hiye  you  teadtaiP  llnwir  IddMlhaeaf' 

'  no  more  than  you  do. 

Now  the  other  sentence  you  have  repeated 
is  a  pret^  long  one,  Go  on  as  you  have 
hitherto  done,  in  the  culture  of  reaaoo,  diaie- 
roioale  througbout  the  whole  of  your  country 
that  knowledge  which  is  k>  necessary  to  man's 
happiness,  and  which  yau  yourselves  lm«e  ae»- 
quired  ;  teach  your  cliildrcu  and  your  coun- 
tqrmeo  the.  sacred  lessons  uf  virtue,  which  are 
the IbunAitioos  of  ell  humen  polity;  teach 
them  to  respect  themselves  and  to  love  their 
country ;  teach  them  to  do  unto  all  men  as 
thev  would  that  they  should  do  unto  them, 
and  their  bve  shall  not  be  confined  to  thair 
country,  but  shall  extend  to  thewhole  human, 
race.  When  such  a  revolution  of  sentiment 
shall  have  disponed  the  mists  of  prejudice; 
when,  by  the  incessant  thunderinjjs  from  the 
press,  the  meanasi  cottager  of  oiir  coimtry 
shall  be  enlighleiBed,  ana  the  sun  of  reesoo. 
shall  shine  in  its  fullest  meridian  over  us; 
then  the  commandine  voice  of  the  whole  peo^ 

gle  shall  recommena  the  658  gentlemen  in 
t.  Stephen's  chapel  to  go  ab^t  their  busi- 
ne5«."  Was  that  the  sentence  Mr.  Yorko 
made  use  of  in  yuur  bearing? — I  wiii  teii  you 
what,  sir,  Mr.  Yorke  reeds  so  diflbrent  to  wbi^« 
you  do,  that  I  cannot  «ay. 

Look  at  it  and  read  it  yourself? — Uere  is  a 
word  omitted. 

What  word  is  it  that  is  omitted? — The  word 
"remotest"  thunderinss  of  the  press:  it  is 
exact  except  that  word,  to  the  best  ot  my 
memoiy* 

Now,  you  have  told  us  that— slink  scowling 
back  lu  the  cave  of  obscurity.  Do  you  swear 
that  expresskm  was  made  use  of  by  Mr. 
Yorkc  ?-Yes. 

This  is  a  prct^  long  passage  that  you  have 
read  to  08,  ia  there  any  other  passage  in  the 
whole  speech  so  long  that  you  can  recollect 
and  repent  ? — I  <!o  not  know  that  I  can. 

1:^  iUt.it  auy  })art  ot  this  speech? — There 
was  a  great  meoy  speeches  there ;  it  was  hko- 
a  play;  there  wrrc  four  parts  in  it.  Mr.  Ca- 
rnage and  Mr.  Broomhead ;  but  Mr.  Yorke 
•hone. 

Now  repeat  any  other  equally  loog Speech^ 
—I  cannot,  perhaps. 

A  short  speech  then? — "  They  call  us  re- 
bels, but  they  are  the  greatest  rebels  who  wish 
to  level  us  to  the  condition  of  the  brute, 
guided  by  passion,  untutored  by  reason,  that 
they  wooH  tread  ttpoa  US  as  we  do  infects  ia 
the  gra.ss." 

Now  look  and  see  if  you  find  tho^  words 
in  the  book?— There  are  many  omissions  in 

that  book. 

i  ask  you  to  repeat  any  one  sentence,  and 
see  whether  there  is  another  sentence  that 
you  can  repeat  with  equal  ^mo(B$*  You  tell 

us  you  rf  peatcd  these  expressions,  after  you 
had  iieard  them  from  Mr.  Yorke,  several 
times  ? — ^No,  I  did  not. 

i^m  T  to  understand  you  that  you  never 
repeated  tO  aOy  pcrsop^  ^forc  now,  the  evi-. 
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I  do  not  mesa  to  say  so;  1  h&vc^  to  loyMlfi 
repeatediL   t-  .  » 

Dkl  you  wver  repett  tkom  to  any  kody 

el^rr* — 1  do  nut  know  whether  I  li;ivtj  or  no  ; 
1  believe  1  have,  but  I  do  dot  know  wbo  to. 

•  If  I  take  you  right,  -vou  iaid  you  repealed 
one  of  the  sentences  ^le  night  iAer^~<Ve»^ 
Billy  Pitt's  speech. 

Wiiich  was  that?— I  repeat  my  former 
MMrtioD/'  kt.'- 
'  Thrn  votj  repeated  that  to  some  pefTOn 
that  Digl»i  or  ihe  day  alter ;  did  you  or  notf— 
I M not  tt  so  perftet that  Disht,  and  #Imo  I' 
awaked  it  u  as  tho  flbttliiiiguiBiy  BMMth'm 
the  mornintf. 

^WhodidJf01t  nocatittoM  teld  it  Mr. 
Gales,  and  luM  mm  another  circumstance. 

But  there  no  persoh  here  to  wliom  you 
repeated  it  that  night  or  the  next  mormfig? 

Jofcjth  Eyre  iyrom^r-^^n^tf^oosA^  by  i^r. 

You  are  a  constable,  I  believe  ^Ye|. 
You  live  at  Sheftckl  ? — Yes. 
Were  you  at  the  meeting  at  the  GasUe-hill 
on  Um  9lh  of  Apvtt^Yes;  I  «u  <t  some 

distance. 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Yorke  there?  —Yes. 

Did  yott  hear  his  speech?— Yes,  I  heard 
something  that  he  s  i:f>,  but  I  did  not  hear  a 
deal.  I  had  some  people  about  me  that  did 
Hot  wtsh  me  to  hear;  I  heard  him  sneak 
about  petitioning  parliament  for  a  reform, 
but  it  wa'i  all  in  vwin,  fur  they  could  have  no 
redress;  Umt  is  wiiat  1  principally  heard; 
they  made  a  great  noita  ahoot  me,  and  wduMr 
Dot  siilfer  me  to  bear;  aevenU  that  wfre 
round  me. 

'  Oo  yott  reifiMnber  OA  fhe  95tti  of  May  go> 

iog  to  the  house  of  one  Harbcr  ? — Yes. 

Did  you  go  to  Mr.  Widdtsoo's  house f— Yes. 
'  For  what  purpose  f^HrlVnilrinson  sent  for 
me,  and  I  fotmu  him  at  Barber's,  and  wc  went 
from  Burher'b  hotisc  to  Mr.  Widdison's. 
■  When  you  got  to  Mr.  Widdk>ou'i»,  did  you 
find  any  thing  there  ?-7l  found  apaniol  of 
j^ike  handles. 

Have  you  got  them  here? — Yes. 

•  VfOduoa  tbem  P— 4  suppose  I  may  fetch  the 
pikes  too. 

Y«s  ;  do  fproducet  them]. — I  found  four  at 
Moody's,  two  at  Barber's,  one  at  Mr.  Ca- 
mace's,  and  aboiJt  fourltao  or  tilteen  handles 
at  vVuiHtsoii^ai  and  4]<m  other  .handUi  at 

Jottyk  Eyre  cross-examined  by  Mr.  llolfuim. 

I  believe  you  know  thalt  the  Constitutional 
Society  at  Sheffield  had  been  aasnitted  iohie 

time  Deforc  this? — Ko;  I  UiNHd  WNM  of 
them  say  something  about  it. 

Was  it  not  gcoerHlly  said,  at  the  time,  in 
Sheffield,  that  they  had  been  attacked  ?— No  i 
nor  I  do  nsl  thinly  il-waa  gMMfally  )»dieved 
neither. 


Trtai  ^  Henry  MiilMaluuffeiifyYorU  [JM 

Do  yon  recotteetMf  paaple  Majrttmed 
ng  Id  Hm  JuMioe  to  get  a  winit^— 


m  going 
No. 

^  Yott  oem  ktm^wnj  thi^g  of  Ihatintl— 


Mr.  WdJ^ton^  called  in  again.^fitamiofid'bf 

Mr.  Imw. 

I  believe  you  introduced  Mr.  Davisco  |a 
Mr.  Vorkc;  did  not  youf — Yes,  i  think  bo 
went  with  mo  onea 

That  ^vrt<^  «:nme  time  befillO-4fae< 
theCa!>ik-hiUi:>-Yes. 

'  HowmanyoftlieiefiletaMTOttMkolbr 

Mr.  nr.Ics?-A  doaen.  '  ' 

Handles  or  shafts  ? — ^The  shafts. 

t)id  Mr.  Yorke  know  of  your  matcing  litem? 
-^Yes,  when  I  toUfaiiD^  K  ilo.||Dt InMltel 
he  knew  it  before. 

Did  you  take  one  lo  iSJr.  Yorke? — Yes. 
i  Did  he  look  at  it  ?— Yes. 

Did  he  say  it     tild  def— 4 1 
be  thought  it  would  do*  - 

Do  ydu  foeoWect  faoir  long  it  w»  I 
the  meeting  at  the  Castle-hill? — .St's  craii 
before ;  I  think  two  or  three,  perhaps. 

Ilow  many  did  you  make  in  the  whole  .^—^ 
Ahoot  a  dozen  and  a  lialf. 

You  nnde  them  by  Galea's  de*ihrc :  yoo 
showeil  them  to  Mr.  Yorke,  Mr.  York» 
said  they  would  do  I— Yea. 

Did  Mr.  Yorke  saynny  thini^  to  ymi  whe- 
ther you  could  get  a  good  dale  tor  tbemP* 
Yes,  he  aaidbe  tmdentood  Mr.  Oalea 
have  a  dozen. 

■  Did  he  say  how  many  other  people  would 
want? — No,  he  said  he  thought  some  inou 
be  wanted. 

By  other  people,  I  suppose  ? — Yes. 

Did  he  tell  you  by  whom  the  heads  wooM 
bemade^— 1  do  nolkaow;  I 
he  believed  then  Mn  o  wm 
beads. 

Where  did  he  get  the  taeide  tiM 

to  yours? — I  forget  whether  the 
made  them  brougnl  thera  or  Davj^on. 

The  tuau  that  made  tXiem ;  thai  was  Mr. 
Camage,  was  not  itl^^o^  MM  iiif  Hi  lihii 

that  made  them. 

Do  you  kuow  iiow  many  heads  Uii|  modal 
—No. 

What  was  the  whole  of  it  when  made  l:^ 
with  the  shaft,  the  top  and  ihe  fba^^  bow 
much  did  the  fvhoio  of  it  CQOtf— I  A»  hI 

know  what  they  9oid  them  for. 

.About  a  fihillin'j;? — More  than  that. 

What  did  you  j^ci  for  lUcm.? — Mr.  W  likm- 
son  has  never  paid  roe  for  them. 

What;  Mmma^tHtUt  ttmA tbem,  6jA  kml 

— Yes. 


Mr.  Widdisori  crossf-examinr  d  byMr.  N  vfA 


am. 


You,  perhaps^  may  know  that  the  members 
of  the  Cunstitutioiuil  Society  iwd  been  at* 
tadced  by  the  Non-reformisi.-^,  the  podpte  of 
opposite  scntimemgf  tt^  fcyd boTfltert* 

cwwi  Uc^uuiUiy,  -  *   '    '  ' 
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what  purpose  these  shafts  and  things  were  got? 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  them«5€lvcs,  were 
they  iu>t?— Tbat  the  people  fthou  Id  have  them 
Mh^  iDdtM  tb«mstlvci»  inaMethey  finnd 

It  nccesfary. 

•  Mr.  Law. — You  neVcr  complained  of  any 
•MKk  t»  tmy  magiMrMef-^Tnt  ««B  iMt  of 

onich  use. 

Was  there  anv  pretence  for  it  till  after  the 
saUsiing  At  tht  eMt-mf^Tkm  tHiM  then 
tfaiogB  commenced  making  wisliifetiiiiewhfil 

the  armed  association  be^Hiv 

At  what  time  was  tliui?  wili  you  swear 
there  was  any  armed  associations  on  foot  till 
mfler  the  itxh  of  May? — As  fir  as  I  can  re- 
collect, Uiey  both  happened  at  the  «tme  tim^ 
wmrifti  eta  fwcolleet. 

H;ive  von  such  a  rcc ollcctioTi,  thn.t  voti  tvltl 
awear  to  that  ?  were  they  within  a  fortnight  ? 
cannot  say. 

'Witfain  three  weeks  or  a  month  ?— -To  the 
iMSt  of  my  recollection,  it  was  ahout  the  "same 
liflie,  because  they  were  g;omg  about  to  col- 
Amy  BiA*  iWQffik— Eununeil  by  Hr.  ITimJ. 

Tea  tm  i  eutferf— Tm. 

Do  you  know  Davison?— Yes. 

Hitd  you  any  directions  from  htm  to  mike 
•ny  blades  for  pikes? — Yes. 

What  dtreetflMM  did  he  give  you,  and  when 
wfts  it?-«It      ftt  thiv  IngliiQiBg  of  AftU, 

1794. 

tkm  many  blades iictt  7«u  H^wainMlX^ 
lialed  nttmber. 

How  many  did  you  make?^ — i90f  or 
140»  I  cannot  justly  say  exactly. 

*  where  did  you  carry  them  to  when  they 
fi^ere  made  ?—l  tohk  iHrm  to  \Vdli;un  Ca- 
mage ;  I  did  not  take  ihtm  all  liierc,  nor  I 
itras  not  feiy  ^CNMlir  tlhere  I  took  them. 

Did  you  carry  any  to  Mr  "\'orke? — I  car- 
tkid  <ne  mt  one  time  to  him,  tut  not  at  his 


>Vhit  difl  you  carry  it  to  him  f-r  Hnvi- 
•on  desired  me  to  go  to  Mr.  Yorke,  and  de- 
sire that  he  would  tilvtrtee  «  trfSe  oftnohey 
bowirds  Hfefrayfn^  the  expetSse  of  these  blades, 
tUl  they  could  aiTvance  the  »itock  themselves ; 
iMit  before  thatf  I  desh'ed  Davison  tu  go  liim- 
rnHlll  thavl  bid  mM  he  wMld  go  than  tne ; 
he  said  thrv  v:rrt  not  tiprni  gooH  trrnis  of 
MiMihip,  und  he  wished  to  have  very  little 
to  to  him ;  l«r  ArtlM  Me  to  go,  and  ac- 
cord mgly  I  went;  T  tr^ok  a  blar^i  tint  was 
Bet  eround,  only  forced,  so  I  let  him  lo«4t  at 
ft;  hfe  asked  me  whStit  ww ibr»  eud  I'told 
him  it  was  for  aelf-deferice,  in  tete  we'ihtfftkl 
tie  Mtatked  hy  any- unlawful  power. 

That  was  what  you  e^id  to  him  ,  v.  iiat  did 
bc  say?-»He  maA  st  U-preservaiion  was  cer- 
tainly necessary,  we  hnd  coiiainly  a  rii;}it  to 
4eietid  ourselves,  or  something  to  ttiat  pur- 

*  See  his  examiriatinn  on  ^ttiiivfTbet. 
^Haidy,  MTiy  VoL  p.m. 


port;  we  told  him  we  had  been  several  times 
threatened. 

Did  hf  tell  yon  he  thought  it  a  proper  kind 
of  instrument  ?— He  did  not  oass  many  cn- 
cooinimB  npon  H;  he  said  it  iincht  dot  before 
we  could  finish  what  I  weut  ahniit,  a  person 
came  in,  and  brought  intelligence  of  bis  ac- 
QifitMtt  UncMf,  imd  dtlt  pot  att  end  ID 
the  convcr  uiion,  so  that  I  did  not  thlnfc  fNh 
jwr  t(i  mention  what  T  wrnt  sibotit. 

Who  paid  you  tor  tliese  tilings? — Davison. 

Did  you  never  receive  MyitMIHly^of  m 
body  ehe  for  them  f— No,  never. 

Did  Davison  show  you  any  letteitllllt'llb 
had  WfMeo  to  Lemlbri  M  tb  Kom^ehf— 
Yes. 

Look  at  that;  was  that  the  letter?— I  can- 
abt  «iiB  il,  btff  If  ybU  iMll  i%)ld  It  to  me,  I 

can  tpII  yoiu. 

Mr.  WofAffm  — T  hiusl  object  to  any  espie«^ 
sion  in  that  letter  being  read. 

Mr.  Canute  called  in  ag^n. — Examined  hy 
Up.  WSmL  f 
You  ere  aoqueinted  with  di«  hand-writing 

of  Daviison,  and  tell  us  if  believe  that  to 
behis  hand  wrilins;? — 1  believe  it  is. 

[Mr.  reads  the  letter.]  ' 

Fellow-citizcus,  the  bareiaMd  aristocracy 
of  the  present  administraUoa  bai  oiado  it  no- 

cessary  that  we  shoidd  be  prepared  to  act  on 
the  dcteobive^  against  any  attack  they  may 
command  their  newly-anned  mltuone  lo  mak^ 
»ip  in  tis.  A  plan  lias  been  tiit  upon ;  and,  if 
eucoura^ed  sufficiently,  mil  no  doubt  haw 
the  effect  of  iiiniishing  a  quantity  of  pikee  to 
the  patriot),  great  enough  to  inake  them  foj^ 
midable.  The  blades  are  made  of  steel,  tem- 
pered and  jpulibhed  alter  an  ap4iruvtd  fonn. 
They  may  M  fixed  into  any  shails,  but  fir 
ones  arc  recommended,  of  t!ie  cirlh  of  the 
sfcorapanying  hoops  at  the  top  end,  and 
about  an  inch  more  at  the  bottom  Thebiades 
and  hoops,  more  than  which  cannot  be  pro- 
perly scut  to  any  great  di»taoce,  wiU  be 
charged  one  abiUi^.  Monc\y  to  be  ^ot  with 
the  order.  As  the  institution  iain  ita  infiutql^ 
immediate  encouragement  is  necessary. 

,  /.  #  I       t  >   "  Orders  may  be  sent  to  the 

!^  /rV;  "  '/  f  s«<:i^^ry  of  the  Sh«SeS 
tHjAcon^^uaL  ^  Conslilulional  Society. 

.   (Sigjued)      liicHAao  Davisov. 
"  TofMveniauspiciom  diBtdl  toJbv 
btitMood»>Muort«heftdd. 

(To  // i7A;— Do  you  recollect  that  ?— S^Mno. 
thinii;  to  that  purport;  T  rrmnot  ^weartdcftnT 
word,  hut  something  tu  ilut  purport. 

There  was  one  inclosed  in  it,  did  he  rdkA 
that  to  yon  ? — No,  hr  <^i4  riot. 

(To .C<fmaee. J— iMok  at  that;  do  you  bo- 
li^  that  to  oe'  hie  beTHt-wrhihg?~-T  castnot 

spc.'ik  tn  It;  T  !\v  it  !  rt'i  rr  the  privy  council 
in  London,  and  I  would  not  speaJc  to  it  then* 

Do  you  believe  it  to  be  his  nand- writing 
I  cannot  swear  to  its  being  his  htlld-WfluiiKi 
I  believe  it  lobe  like  Ifa^otb^r.  -  • 
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You  believe  it  to  be  hit,  do  ntft  you  ?  upon 
\otiroath,  whether  you  believe  it  to  be  his 
httud-writing  ?— Yes,  1  believe  il  is. 

(The  ktter  cesd  fay  the  clerk.] 

Hesiy  Bill  cnm-eiainuiid  by  Mr.  BMam. 

.  You  wished  Mr.  DsvisoD  to  go  hinMlf  to 

Jklr.  Yorke?— Yes. 

And  he  told  you  he  had  raUier  you  went, 
.because  he  was  not  on  terms  with  Mr.  Yorke  ? 
'—Yes,  be  desired  tne  to  go,  thinking  Mr. 
Yorke  would  advance  some  money  towards 
those  pikes. 

Now,  I  think,  if  T  take  you  right,  when 
you  went  there,  Mr.  Yorke  ssked  what  they 
were  for? — Yes. 

Then  it  did  not  appear  to  yoa  tiwt  Mr. 
Y'oikc  knew  of  the  making;  of  such  pikes? — 
i  believe  that  he  knew  nothing  at  all  about  it. 

You  told  him  thqr  were  for  self-defence ; 
what  was  your  reason  for  telling  him  that  ? — 
Because  be  asked  me  what  we  meant  to  do 
with  them. 

Had  there  been  antecedent  to  that  period 
of  time  any,  and  what  attacks  made  upon  any 
of  the  members  of  the  Constitutional  Society 
«t  Sheffield  ? — ^The  house  where  1  lodged  had 
been  attacked  two  or  three  times ;  they  broke 
the  hinges  oflF  the  door  once,  and  bwore  they 
would  pull  it  down  and  btim  it. 

Was  this  before  the  7th  of  April?— Yes. 

Was  the  report  in  Shetheld  that  they  were 
neent  to  be  attaeked?— A  report  prevailed 
that  a  number  of  penoos  wem  about  to  form 
a  military  corps. 

You  iinderstood  at  the  time  you  carried 
this  pike  that  it  was  in  tended  IbrsalMefence? 
—-Solely  fur  self-defence. 

And  Mr.  Yorke  asked  ^ou  if  you  had  been 
ttacked  P^Yes,  I  told  hmi  how  we  had  been 
used. 

Did  Mr.  Yorke  advance  any  money  ?— No. 
Had  Mr.  Yorke  any  of  those  pikes  mmself? 

No,  /i«  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  thrm. 
Mr.  IFuorf.— He  said  they  would  do.^ — He 
passed  a  hctle  bit  of  a  jeering  compliment 


I  suppose  Toti  applied  t<t  a  ma^straleahotit 
itf— No ;  I  believe  the  persons  tlui^  did  would 
fiot  be  prevented  from  doing  that  by  Mr.  Wil- 
kinson, or  any  body  el»e. 

But  why  not  gu  to  a  mag&strato  f — We 
would  not  (eH  how  we  could  be  rtdwisedl 

Did  you  not  know  you  could  be  redressed 
by  application  to  a  magistrate  f — No^  hacavse 
tnev  were  persons  we  did  not  know. 

Who  was  it  attacked  l^?-r*Drunkeo  fellows 
in  the  nigh^,  they  had  sworn  and  blanphcmcd,   you  will  not  exceed  five  minutes. 


Did  you    withJon  to  Mr.  YoMi 

ines  ? — Yes. 

You  had  some  conversation  with  Mr.  Yorke 
upon  lha  aubjaci  of  pikes  r-~  Veiy  little. 

Do  you  remember  Mr.  Hitt'a  fftiag  to  kUtk 
one?— Yea. 

'Who  deritad  Mm  to  go;  yov  knew  you 
have  been  examined  before  > — I  know  I  have; 
T  do  not  know  whether  it  was  ma  or  Miw 
Yorke. 

What  time  was  this  in  tha 
tween  eight  and  nine  o'clockpl 
vious  to  the  7  th  of  April. 

Maw  loiif  balbraf^boul  a  laitBight,  I 
believe. 

It  was  dark  night,  was  it  not?-— It  wat 
dusk;  heshowedittoMlr.Yafkak   *  - 

Was  there  any  talk  about  any  other  pilcea 
Hill  had  made  ?—l  recollect  I  told  yau-  ' 
Hill  had  been  with  Mr.  Yorke. 

When  Hill  retuMod  with  lhbpaw< 
Mr.  Yorke  did  approve  of,  was  there  any  con- 
versation between  Hill  and  Mr.  Yorke, 
specting  any  other  pihiimaia  wbidi  ito  4tk 
approve  of  ?~  I  do  not IteallMt  that 
conversation  did  pass. 

Mr.  Iflvto  Mr.  .fH(L--.Didyou  bign  this 

f aper  as  one  of  the  members  ut  the  Soetteki 
ndepcndent  VoluaHen?— I  didi 
paper. 

Do  you  bappan  to  know  at  what  < 

association  was  formed?— The  one  that  1 
signed  was  worn  out ;  but  they  were  ail  alika 
in  the  printed  part.         "  . 

What  was  the  dale  of  it  ?.-The  first  of  Mar. 

Had  that  corps  any  existoocti  batofwHiaft 
time  ?->-No,  none  at  all.      *  •  w  ? 

[Here  the  evidence  for  the  prosecution  closed.] 

Mr.  yor^.— Mv  lord,  I  am  charged  io  tbia 
jndietmeat  wtHi  having  eonspired  wttb  f«i 

persons  known,  and  several  others  unknowD, 
to  attain  a  certain  ead|  in  pursuaoea  af  wtaseb 
eertun  BMuioafaaahl  to  baea  baanutoulBaatf 

by  11^ :  I  conceive  in  the  first  instance,  that 
no  etiect  can  take  place  without  a  cau»e  :  th« 
cuMpiracy  has  not  been  made  uut ;  there  m 
not  we  laait  shadow  of  evidence  that  1  bad 
any  connexion  with  the  other  defendants ;  and 
il  your  lordship  sIxHild  be  of  opuuuo  that  t|ie 
conspiracy  has  not  be—  niida  aut,  <lMW  wM 
be  no  occasion  for  me  to  take  up  any 
of  the  Ume  ot  your  lonlabip  and  tlte  juiy. 

Mr.lMliea  Besfcsi'  In  myopinioa 
is  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury. 

Mr.  York*. — Will  your  lordship  permit 
to  retire  for  a  few  minutes,  with  my  cooaset 
Mr.  Justice  Bmtkt  ,  Cialrinly;  bntllM 


rhile  they  were  so  hoarse  they  cguid  scarcely 
^peak. 

Did  you  know  thcm?~-No,  I  wish  I  had. 
Mr.  Hylham. — Woukl  yo|^  Ijave  eone  to  a 
■nagistiato  if  you  had  knowo  who  it  waaP*^ 

Mr.  CoMM^Cw— You  JiBOw 


Mr.  Yorlu^^y  lord,  I  shaU 


[Mr.  Yorfce  ^d  h^  fpounsel  withdrew  ftr  a 
fe#  miifiitas.} 

Mr.  Justice  RooJu.—^ovf,  Mr.  Y«ke,  as« 
you  ready ;  have  you  detormtned  whether 
your  counsel  or  yomaelf  will  addrcM  the  jury  i 
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'  •  DtFENCE. 

-Jdr.  FirAft*-G«oUeaMQ  of  the  Jury!  I 
nust  iMm  raraett  jmtr  ferioM  ■tlMtiMi  t» 

tinrdefence  which  f  mean  to  iulilule  to  Ihit 
most  extraordinary  prosecution-  a  prosecu- 
taoo  which  1  atu  !»ati»ned,  from  ail  the  circuro- 
Hsnce*!  which  have  htgiklm  i!,  kas  been  en- 
gendered, not  for  the  purpose  of  producing 
order  where  it  was  wanted,  or  of  securing 
ii  MbttndiMMM^-ooi  tS 


•■bl  wbero  ii 

tne  sake  of  promoting  the  cause  of  &ubordi- 
nation  to  the  government,  but  posititel^  car- 
ried ibtwMds  to  bout  mo  down  m  m  vietiai, 
and  to  pursue  roe  to  daitrmtion  as  an  iodi- 
Tidnal.  When  I  consider  all  the  various 
priQudices  which,  during  my  long  confine- 
mmt  in  tbto  place,  I  have  luwurcS  undor— 
wbcD  I  consider  the  unmerited  obloquy, 
cnkmoies,  and  reorancb  cast  upon  mo  bj 
mmimmitmVUkwfika  daily  veMdst  of 
iriWMid  and  imposture,  I  feel  deep  anxiety 
1ft addressing  you,  because  it  is  almost  iropos- 
aiUe  to  remove  from  your  minds  those  pre- 
jndicai  and  impr«iiM»  «bkh  you  cannot 
but  have  imbibed  in  common  with  the  rest  of 
vour  counti^men.  Indeed,  I  cannot  hope 
■r  — Ii  n  4irileiBii»  wilhani  uanMising  you 
to  be  more  or  less  than  men.  Nevertheless, 
1  leqnest  onl^  your  candid  end  aerioua  atten> 
lian,  inilmMHMng  at  rilnpaotiie 


laruelty 

of  this  prosecution.  '  I  re(|uest  your  serious 
attention  to  the  observations  I  shall  make 
upon  the  indictment,  upon  the  opening  speech 
«r  Mr.  Law,  llMawidence  addneMl  M  support 
of  the  charge,  and  the  testimony  which  I 
abali  offer  to  you  in  order  to  re^  it.  To 
fStmt  may  be  added  the  eheewatieBt  which 
necessarily  result  from  the  nature  of  the  case, 
nnd  which  are  intimately  connected  with  the 
ptMplaa    llw  British  constitution. 

Mr.  Law  has  stated  to  you  from  the  indict- 
ment, that  it  was  my  object  to  vilify  and 
traduce  the  House  of  Commons,  as  a  branch 
flf  lliat  Mablive  body  under  whidi  we  have 
long  livea  free  and  happy.  I  fully  concede  to 
him  the  iatler  part  ot  the  propoaition :  with 
mpeal  in  the  ftraer,  m  alonnwai  bntbe 
judiges.  He  has  asserted  that  I  have  endca- 
'  to  impress  on  the  public  feeling,  that 
like  public  spirit  was  done  away 
that  body.  It  will  be  adduced  in  the 
evidence  on  my  behalf,  that  so  far  from  tra- 
durins  and  vilifymg  thai  House,  I  have  ever 
regard  it  as  tbnamngMt  palladium  nf  nor 
liberties— as  the  source  of  ail  the  joys  we  at 
pmeM  iieel ;  and  if  I  have  spoken  of  ita  de- 
vaMlone  feom  tbn  arigM  purpose  of  its  tel^ 
tution,  I  have  uniformly  attributed  them  to 
theoorrupiiooa  which  time,  added  to  the  flagi- 
tiousness  of  had  men,  have  induced.  Tms 
will  be  established  by  evidence. 

I  admit,  in  its  utmost  latitude,  Mr.  Law's 
eulogiumonthecooatitotiou:  myeiculpatory 
mUmm  wUI^  to  a  aiaB,  aeat  euhataadally 
corroborate  this  assertion ;  and  they  will  far- 
thqrffov^thaliajMtane  of  m^y  public  ad- 
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 !8  bavu  I  M^hcAad  to  atfmi,  and  tn 

establish  by  reasomnp,  that  the  British  con- 
■titution  waa  the  noblest  that  ever  «ras  re- 
eaiMon  the  annali  of  bonan  kind.  I  went 
&rther.  In  almost  every  speech  1  took  essen* 
tial  pains  in  controverting  the  doctrines  of 
Thomas  Paine,  who  doom  the  existence  of 
our  conslitolioii^  and  which,  believe  me,  was 
attended  with  no  small  degree  of  trouble  and 
embarrassment  I  consbiotly  asserted,  on 
the  contrary,  that  we  had  a  good  innwrttutiou; 
and  I  endeavoured  to  show  in  what  that  con- 
•titotion  did  consist.  It  is  not  very  probable 
that  a  person,  strugclinz  to  ddint  tne  argu- 
ments of  one  who  has  oeen  universally  ac- 
knowledged its  most  bitter  and  most  powerful 
opponent,  more  especially  a  person  of  my 
neral  character  and  conduct,  would  come  toiw 
ward,  in  the  face  of  day  and  ( 
that  which  he  did  not  mean. 

Tht  cmnal  ipr  thn  , 
deavoured  to  insinuate,  that  I  went  originally 
to  Sheffield  with  no  good  intent;  since  not 
b«ng  an  inhabitant  of  that  place,  and  going 
there  for  the  sole  purpose  of  joining  theCun* 
stitutional  Societies,  it  is  natural  to  infer,  that 
if  ihatt  societies  were  seditious,  I  must,  of 
coufM,  ha  teditioua  with  then;  that  btfae 
inference.  There  will  be  witnesses  produced 
on  aj  part,  who  would  ahow  that  I  came  with 
a  letter  ftonn  a  gentleman  of  the  firet  Jbrtime 
in  Derby,  in  conseauence  of  whkh  I  staid 
four  or  five  days  at  Snefficld,  and  that  I  never 
corresponded  with  the  society  untii  fifteen 
OMBthe  after,  n  little  before  thtthnalwni 
arrested  on  a  charge  of  high  treason,  and  cot>- 
veyed  to  this  place  1  will  call  witoesses  to 
prove  thftt  I  wont  to  ShefBeld,  not  Ibt  tho 
purpose  of  exdtinc  riots,  commotions,  and 
tomults,  but  for  the  purpoee  of  promoting 
that  which  is  imiversally  acknowknged  to  be 
indispensably  ne<»s8ary  to  the  safety  of  tht 
state- I  mean  a  Parliamentary  Reform. 

Mr.  Law  has  inferred,  that  the  means  cm- 
ploved  to  collect  the  meeting  were  illegal; 
and  he  has  endeavoured  to  establish  his  as- 
aertion  by  evidence,  attempim^  to  prove  me 
eonneeted  in  a  conspiracy  with  two  aon. 
With  one  of  those  meo,  it  is  true,  I  had  a 
personal  acquaintance  :*  with  theotiier,!  shall 
prove  to  you,  by  substantial  evidence,  I  had 
MM,  nor  was  he  ever  in  my  company  but 
once,  which  Widdiaouhaa  dedaied  to  jott  ht 
his  examioalion. 

Mr.  Law  haaetated,  that  we  three  were 
the  leading  persons  in  this  conspiracy ;  that 
Galea  was  to  perform  the  part  of  the  printer, 
I  of  tho  owtor,  and  Davison  to  procure  arma: 
that,  in  consequence  of  this  comipincy,  wh 
had  a  certain  end  to  attain,  which  was,  OB 
stated  in  the  indictment,  to  traduce,  vilify, 
and  delame  the  Conunona  House  of  Parlln- 
ment,  and  the  (rovemment  of  this  realm : 
and,  aecoiyUy,  which  is  j^roperly^  a  cooae- 
queneo  of  tba  fint,  to  eicile  n.s|nrit  of  di»- 

•  Mr.  Galea.  Orii,£dU, 
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•fTeciion  and  discontent  ^ongsthls  miyesty^ 
subjects  against  bis  majesty's  person  and  go- 
vcnnnent :  that,  in  consequence  of  tbis»  we 
/einpl<iyed  certain  means,  wnich  were  the  as> 
scmbling  of  a  public  meeting.  For  what?  for 
%he  purposes,  the  iodictmenl  states,  of  bearing 
divevs  iewnlou*^  iMfieioas,  and  wditioitt 
•peecbes,  resuhillons  and  writings,  in  direct 
repugnance  to  the  constitution  and  govern- 
ment of  the  land.  To  oormborate  £is,  be 
}iM  tonoduced,  on  the  part  of  the  crown,  se- 
veral evidences,  extremelv  >^ild  and  mcohcrent 
in  their  testimony,  who  have  eodea\^oured  to 
«llablUi>  that  I  absolutely  uttered  those  ex- 
messions,  some  of  which  persons,  I  believe, 
the  Court  are  sufficiently  satisfied,  A:om  the 
foaniier  in  which  they  raoted  them,  tallying 
precisely  with  the  very  words  as  printed  in 
the  paropbtei,  have  come  here  with  their  les- 
sons learnt;  not  at  the  puUic  meeting,  but 
Ifom  the  boiok  itsd(;  which  wia  not  orinted 
till  three  vtreeks  after  the  meeting  was  held. 

Mr.  Law  has  said,  that  the  meeting  was 
lUegal.  To  •migB  the  tegsfity  of  tht  ineet* 
ing^to  say  that  men  may  not  meet  together, 
to  consider  of  their  rigbta,  or  discuss  subjects 
lending  to  tbeir  future  howfit,  is,  to  deny  the 

Trinciples  of  the  British  constitution.  ,  When 
coine  to  explain  those  general  principles,  I 
ivill  read  you  authorities  from  ttie  first  law 
wnUrn,  in  kncosg^  mora  hauehty  and 
indl© 'Strong  than  I  ever  iillcred,  have  de- 
dued  that  we  ate  not  only  justihed  in  peti- 
UMittg,  bat  m  vemoastlfeting,  in  the  highest 
tone  of  political  reprobation.  He  has  said, 
that  calling  the  meeting  by  public  adver- 
tisement, is  a  proof  that  we  meant  to  ring  the 
bell  of  sedition,  and  to  cdl  theieditiods  in  ihp 
heigbbourhood  together,  for  a  purpose  which 
he  deems  improper ;  and  that  the  advertise- 
iMiit  is  Mm  seditioos^  and  wevld  wvimiit 
the  charges  in  the  indictment.  What  is  that 
public  advertisement  ?  It  stales,  hrst,  that  the 
mndsof  justSct,  liberty,  and  hnownily,  were 
jisqoiredto  attend  on  such  a  day  at  the  Custle- 
fcifl  at  Sheffield  ;  and  the  publicity  of  the  cir- 
camstance  is  a  proof  thai  we  at  least  iupposed 
4Nir  nnealuMS  innocent,  where,  mai^istfates 
Tiiight  have  attended,  where  every  thing  was 
publicly  ttansiirtrd,  and  where,  if  there  was 
'majf  Idea  of  canspifty,  Wa  should  not  ham 
lieldit  in  that  way,  conspiracies  being  always 
carried  on,  not  in  the  face  of  open  day,  but  in 
secrecy.  And  for  what  purpose  was  it  called? 
In  the  firirt  pboe,  tto  address  the  kin^  in  be- 
half of  men  transported,  not  by  the  laws  bf 
this  country,  but  of  another;  tor  an  action 
now  aaM  hf  Mr.  htw  aa  olbMe  bf  tlle 
hi^he'^t  enormity,  an  offence  exactly  the  name 
as  that  which  Mr.  Fitt,  the  duke  of  lltch- 
qioiidyaadeirOlBorgsSinle,  your  late  rcfpre- 
ai^taiive  for  this  county,  had  set  them  the 
eximplc^hc  attempt  to  obtaih  a  more  effec- 
tual representation  of  the  people,  and  to  re- 
store tneir  xMtt  of  ataalal  pakiiameots.  1 
shall  bv-and-by  prove  to  yoti,  both  by  acts 
of  parliament^  oy  our  first  con&liltiuonal 


writers  and  historians,  that  ,  

raents,  and  even  fjcneral  suffrage,  were'part|j 
not  only  the  spirit  but  the  practice  of  ttio 
Britiah  oonstitution;  aadi(  tplw  Mr.  law 
comes  to  replv,  he  can  controvert  their  doc- 
trines, I  shali  sit  down  satii^bd  that  i  have 
lolriiigedlbdceMliltAiiih:  feuiiri proved 
etqual  sufhage  was  the  spirit,  if  not  in  a  tm» 
siderable  degree  the  practice  in  ancient  times, 
I  shall  deduce  this  argtmient  from  it,  tiiat  the 
present  system^  as  it  no4i7  gofcs  on,  is  not  the 
same  as  that  from  which  the  people  derived 
the  liberties  they  formerly  emoyed.  1  shall 
infer  from  what  ib  iflli  mna  hTltiaan  wJiiliiiiiil 
writers  on  the  constitution,  that  the  measures 
of  the  preaent  day  are  repu^iant  to  it  in  fsac^ 
tice,  and  Ibsfelbft  ara'»4iolatiBDof  tfaad  eaa* 
stitulion. 

Such  I  take  it,  in  a  great  degree,  were  the 
principles  by  which  iSiose  unVortuoate  mca 
were  actuated,  and  for  whieh  they  are  i^ 
duced  to  the  level  of  culprits,  ubnoxioos  t9 
society,  and  doomed  to  unoeroo  a  punishmeflt 
the  mosi  aM  .aad  irhidiclnw  aarvgtsteM 
on  the  rolls  of  British  story.  I  know  wtiL 
irom  esperience,  that,  in  the  fervour  of  cnthu- 
sisstns,  Bsen  will  bfien  be  impelled  to  greater 
extremes  than  those  who,  wi^  pieuMftuHl 
deliberation,  reflect  upon  the  nature  and  thfc 
means  of  attaining  their  ulgect.  But  evca 
stlch  a  refteotion  cannot  be  atlsched  tb  tktik 
gentlemen,  ahhough  men  of  high  talents  aM 
acknowledged  virtues;  whose  pulses  ttaalls* 
^fera  were'  mipn  Ufcaiy  ter  heat  high  ibr  Ite 
public  welfare,  and  whose  bosotus  would 
therefore  glow  with  more  aiymalion  in  the 
cause  of  public  freedom.  It  is  sutiicicnt  for 
tne  to  say,  that  a  grtett  body  of  people  hb- 
licved  their  case  to  be  hard  in  the  extreme,  TOh 
asmuch  as  they  view^  them  sonk  down  into 
the  abvss  of  nttery^  wbeMSthcy  wemjlseanl 
to  look  up  to  their  leaders,  now  seated  upon 
tlie  pinnacle  of  power,  and  riutuig  in  ihfe  faM 
poase^D  of  the  highest  oflbdri  m  theataH. 
It  is  sufficieiU  that  our  inleDtions  w«bre  flood, 
and  we  felt  Ourselves  justified  in  applyins;  the 
name  of  persecu^d  patriots,  to  mcu  who  at 
leant  professed  to  love  their  country,  and  who 
bottomed  their  conduct  on  the  precedent  of 
the  n^st  i^slriot^  characters  of  the 
Weeand  fenrsai  to  petition  tha 
magistrate  fi»r  mtrcy — mercy  is  a  quality  uf 
the  British  throne,  it  adorns  and  oraanieali 
it;  it  is  indeed  its  (brightest  gem.  atKiitwas 
certainly  hUidal^ei,  Innaane,  sad  teneealcBt 
in  the  people  to  address  his  ninj*»sty,  more 
especially  when  his  coohdcnini  Mirv.mts  bad 
family  chstingnbhdd  thosasaltes  in  the  same 
cause,  aiid  had  thereby  mounted  into  his  fa- 
vour aihid  tiw  thqats  of  the  pec^le.  Deitg|M- 
loi  is  hSatalltiBHat^anaallliahini  of  pmuslK 

mcnl;  cit  liL;htfiil  to  av.  rt  i^  c  scoursr  of  law  : 
must  wc  tlirn  be  dcenied  seditious  for  »o  ge- 
nerous uu  ettbrt !  ihiist  wa-he<de«m«i  woruiy 
of  ppnishment  far  jwppiiaalili  Ihe  aaaeotiva 
magistrate  in  the  caose  of  mfrcvj  of  which  he 


is  the  source!  must  aur  law  assuaiie  the  aspect 
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of  anger  and  hmhoess,  when  we  lay  our  pe- 
Mms  tt  the  foot  of  the  throne,  tno  beseech 

fiim  to  «(tcp  in  bclwccn  the  sentence  of  the 
law  and  its  execution,  to  spare  tllose  whose 
iMiitst  cfitfumasiR)  of  even  wKose  onors, 
bkve  unfortunately  led  them  to  destruction  ! 
•  The  next  cirbtunstance  which  came  under 
0llf^»ideralion,wa8  a  petition  to  the  House  { 
of  Ommons,  the  legabty  of  which  no  one  ; 
«»H1  dmibt.   The  House  of  Conramons  have  I 


of  legislation  humanity  is  but  a  ntnie/'— 
Such,  then,  is  the  nature  of  th^  i|A«ertisenient 
for  the  piil)Iic  n»ecting.   This  was  nur  olijcct. 

The  next  thing  to  consider  is,  whether  wq 
departed  ftom  tnol  obfect,  Or  iirioUy  con* 
formed  to  it,  in  the  Mihjrcl  maft^  Of  the 
apeecUes  used  to  carry  it  tbrward. 

Tho  indiekmem  states,  that  I  conspired  with 
Gales  and  Davison  to  assemble  a  bodv  of 
men,  to  the  number  of -4,000  or  more,  ror  a 
themselves  universally  agreed,  that  there  is  i  specific  purpose,  whicii  was,  to  rilify  and  ^ra- 
ft gregtwantof  n«tkimll«presentation.  There  j  duce  the  House  of  Commons.   Id  toppoit  of 
is  hardly  any  one  person  in  it  who  has  not    tbi^  charge,  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution 
been  at  one  time  or  other  an  associator.  To  !  have  adduced  several  witnesses:  then,  with- 
ixWtl to  the peifiameiit,  thewrlhre,  was  t»«o>  I  oot  having  proved  thilTMn  the  enthor  oF 
Knowledge  it  as  such  ;  it  was  a  pfaceful  raenn  '  the  pamphlet  (for  the  emperor  of  Germany 
of  obtaining  that,  without  which  we  thought  j  niay  as  well  be  the  author  of  it  as  any  man 
llie  ootnmonwealtb  could  not  be  saved,  with-  j  in  England)  they  come  forward,  and  ask  these 
All  whtich  we  thought  national  grievances   persons,  did  ^ou  hew  such  and  iNldi  expres* 
iMMikl  Accumulate,  and  Without  which  we    sions:  why,  it  is  very  natural  when  an  ac- 
thdntht  even  national  disorders  might  arise :    cotmt  is  pubUshed  of  a  man's  <ipeeeh,  andyoii 
hut'if  §s'«MtlhsMtl(leifwasbruitglit  forward  I  take  It  up  and  reiA  it  two  or  three  weeks' 
fbj*lhG  purpoM  of  having  it  overruled  ;  the    afterwards,  it  is  very  natural  that  you  should 
oonseoiience     which  is,^  that  its  being  re-   imagine  you  had  heard  particular  expressions,. 
JtfeietfWl,  to  ftt<i><ttte  the  rnhtdt  of  the  pco-  when  you  reaHy  hail  net  t  mjwf  hkw 
Ole  that  the  Hou5e  of  Commons  were  regard-    heard  spot  rhcs  in  the  House  of  COmnionsJ 
lees  Of  their  juf«t  petitions.    1  shall  adduce  in    conversed  with  llie  members  who  made  them, 
#ri<lence  (and  the  only  evidence  indeed  whom  i  seen  the  newspapers  next  day,  observed  the 
the  prosecution  have  been  able  to  produce  on   great  dissimilarity  between  their  represen- 
this  head  is  Broomhcad),  I  shall  produce  a    tations  and  their  speeches  delivered,  and  have 
iraiss  of  respectable  cvideoce,  wlio  wilt  prove   afterwards  myself  been  brought  to  believe 
that  I  wM  not  III  the  room  when  the  reso-  j  that  they  were  tomeAy  (^ven.  It  is  a  very 
lution  libelfed  was  said  by  Broomh«tad  to  have    easy  thin^,  from  a  wish  and  desire  to  form 
been  suggested ;  that  I  #as  at  the  distance  1  the  resemblance,  to  imagine  at  length  tlut  it 
«f  ^HftMaV'fkfNh  ShelBeMsitliethne:  :  dMrenmhte,  became  we  ell  know  thtt  the 
who  will  swtar  tlMit  tliey  were  present,  and    human  mind,  unless  il  is  extremely  checked  in 
that  no  such  proposition  was  ever  resolved    its  career,  will  often  go  beyond  the  bounds  of 
ttoon,  and  therefore  will  do  away  that  part  of  justice  and  truth,and  will  too  often  take  that  a^ 
Bwoiihe4<lt%vkfchcc,  who,  though  I  believe  a  fiMt  whkh  is  founded  upon  positive  iener. 
is' an  honbst'  nuill/ta'  certetely  very  wild  end    However,  they  have  stated  that  this  speech 
incohe^i.* -      ,  (  was  made  by  me ;  and  some  of  them,  Fnth  in 

'  ^fb/t  iMkt  point  wta,  te  detenhineupon  the  ,  peitienlirir,  that  every  thing  in  this  book  wts 
propriety  of  petitioninti;  the  king;  for  ?.n  abo-  spoken  ;  and  he  has  stated  expressions  not  in 
Ifli^of  theSlave-trade.  I  shall  not  arrest  your  I  this  book,  which  are  too  strot^  certainly,  not 
itleHoH  long  upon  iMs  affccting  gubject:  \  teloKvetn  impresrioA  upon  every  person  to 
Tou  remember  a  few  years  ago,  when  the  j  whom  they  were  uttered.  I  will  produce  ex- 
cause  of  humanity  was  bandied  from  every  !  culpatory  evidence,  and  particularly  a  ch  r^y- 
corner  of  our  island,  to  the  House  of  Com-  roan,  an  elegant  classical  scholar,  who  is  a 
inons;  and  you  know  the  result;  the  ques- 
tion was  thrown  out  by  a  large  majority,  al- 
though the  cfibrts  of  reason,  of  eloquence,  of 
^Aesophy,  of  justice,  were  bra^m  fbnrard, 
In  reprobation  of  that  infernal  traffic :  all  was 
unavailing;  the  House  of  Commons  thought 
ll  belter  to  promote  the  national  wealth  than 
the  natitfiMiI  honour,  and  thereby  initatcd 
the  minds  of  the  people,  and  induced  them  to 
believe,  that  the  cause  of  humanity  was  not 
to  much  respected  ip  that  House  as  the  cause 
of  mercantile  interest,  and  therefore  gave 
gTMi  reason  to  feeling  minds  to  suspect,  as 
llie  indictment  states,  that  '**'hi  "the  practice 

t  ^  Some  tioM  ago  Broorohead  fancied 
iilMiMf  tebe Wyeftthcbild;  his  liiiieArfiege 
did  not  take  place  till  tlUM  nMMiMltfltr  1M 


meittberefno  political  sodely,  who  came  for 

the  purpose  of  criticising  my  speech,  who  wiH 
swear  that  no  such  speech  as  in  the  indict-^ 
mmt,  or  ee  fwoni  by  Frith,  was  delivered  hy> 
mc.  T  will  adduce  a  mass  of  evidence,  thd 
character  of  oot  oqe  of  whom  the  blast  of 
dduimiy  bee  ev^  reeehed,  whose  Mt  reputa- 
tion the  viperous  tongue  of  slander  cannot 
sully,  who  will  swear  that  the  libellerl  pas- 
sages were  never  uttered ;  and  that  passage 
respecting  the 658  gentlemen  in  St.  Stepheve 
chapel,  will  be  so  explained  and  qualified,  as 
to  loave  proofs  upon  your  oiind  that  I  was  at- 
fiebed  to  the  eonsiMtkm  dffbe  country. 

T  must  0gress  for  one  moment  to  take 
farther  notice  of  Mr.  Law's  speech  :  lie 
ieys,  the  rights  of  man  before  he  enters  into 
■edety  are  those  of  s  ttnhgjb;  that  be  sur- 
rendMI  Jiit  rifhta.  npoo  entering  into  so* 
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citlgr.  I  d«iy  tiie  poriiioo.  The  i^ti  of 

man  before  he  enters  into  society,  are  not 
known ;  for  I  beheve  there  never  existed  a 
being  not  an  associated  one.  To  deduce, 
therefore,  any  metaphysical  reasoning  from  ' 
that  point,  would  be  a  mere  chimera,  because 
every  analogy  from  human  nature  most  be 
founded  upun  man  as  he  is;  and  therefore  it 

is  obvious  that  Mr.  Law's  argument  nuist  fall    tancoti^ly  l>e  called  in  to  their  preaervaiioa. 


ficom  the  character  of  i 
main  in  their  full  integrity  and  vigour.  Not 
only  society  itself,  but  all  the  ut.vernments  of 
the  world,  recognise  tbem,  and  iegainuta  an 
appeal  lo  thein,  in  cases  ot  seif-pro^rv  ation 
and  defence,  or  for  the  protection  ot  kindrad, 
or  property,  when  the  ordinary  ir  — ^ 
laws,  <  1  ))ower  of  the  state,  cannot  ii 


to  the  ground.  Those  too  often,  ala«!  are 
savages  who  are  in  a  state  uf  society.  It  is 
said  that  roan  snrrcnder.s  his  rights.  Does  he 
surrender  the  rights  of  liberty  and  property  ? 
Be  only  delegates  the  use  of"^ his  faculties  to 
the  government  for  the  purpose  of  public  con- 
venience. Utility  has  been  stated  even  in 
this  eatiaoittfaiary  pamphlet  to  be  the  sole 
basis  of  legislation ;  for  what  is  guvernment, 
what  is  society,  what  is  law— but  because 
tb^  are  useful 


The^e!e>2utiun  of  these  powers  must  km 
equal  in  all  the  inembrrs  uf  the  social oaia^ 
because  the  object  is  to  all  equally  tHc  <anie. 
The  result  ot  which  is,  that  goveromeui  bciag 
the  aggregation  of  the  equal  portions  of  Ikn 
power  of  every  individual,  voUiniarily  aa» 
tnuied  for  the  sake  of  mutual  cmtveoianM^ 
or  mutual  absUnenee  from  injury,  its  Area 
roust  operate  equally  on  all,  and  its  intluenoe, 
whether  to  pruteci  or  punish,  mu>>t  be  shed 
>  equally  uu  all,  that  is,  without  discrinin*- 


The  theory  broached,  that  men  surrender  |  tipo  of  persona.  This  is  literally  the  esl»- 


their  natural  rights  by  their  entrance  into  so- 
ciety, IS  buih  futile  and  false.  The  natural 
rights  of  men  do  not  even  suffer  a  diminutieo 
by  their  becoming  social  members.  But  no- 
bbing can  more  clearly  detect  ibe  &Uacy  of 
Ibis  doctrine,  than  the  history  of  mankind, 
which  proves  that  there  never  did  esist  ac- 
tually any  state  antecedent  to  the  social.  The 


blishment  of  social  eqiulity.  Instead  of  de- 
stroyiag,  society  nut  ouly  realizes,  but  su|k 
stantiatos  equality.  Any  other  thoavy  of 
equality,  as  derived  from  a  stale  of  nature,  is 
morally  and  physically  talae:  for,  m  tbnt 
state,  the  greatest  possible  inequalities,  whn» 
ther  nf  skill,  talent,  or  strength,  must  eiist 
among  men.    In  this,  therefore,  consists  the 


necessity  of  public  force  for  the  end  of  public  |  great  advantage  of  the  social  union— tiiat  it 
protection,  or,  in  other  words,  the  existence  guarantees  social  eyialily,  which  the  slalanf 

of  novemment,  can  be  demonstrated  in  be  co-    nature  neither  does  nor  can  guarantee. 


evu  and  co-extended  with  man.  As,  there- 
fore, there  is  not  a  siiwle  evidenee  in  the  re- 

cords  of  history,  wbich7umishe«'  the  remotest 
ground  of  proitability  fos  such  a  theory,  it  is 
obrious,  that  all  arguments  deduced  from  it 
are  chimerical,  inconclusive,  and  falsa;  that 

they  tend  to  legitimate  tyranny,  lo  (Support 


1'  rom  tliese  arguments  it  must  bo  infened, 
that  society  plaoea  thowcak;onan  coual  faai> 

ing  with  the  strong  (a  blessing  whicn,  in  thn 
state  of  nature,  or  in  the  condition  uf  a  sa- 
vage, aorording  to  Mr.  Law,  man  dose  not 

nor  cannot  enjoy).  Every  kind  of  political 
inequality  is  alike  repugnant  lo  the  principles 


usurpation  by  sophistry,  and  to  varnish  des-  of  natural  right,  and  to  the  object  of  civil  in- 
potismbv  illusion.  i  stilutions;  consequently  is  a  gross  violation 

Men  do  not  therefore  surrender  their  na-  of  the  social  union,  and  ought  not  to  be  suA> 
tural  rights  as  social  beings,  but  only  adopt  a  fcred  ibr  a  OMMnent.  The  government  which 
diflRsrent  mode  of  enjoying  them.  Thtj  sun  |  anthoriMS  1^  »  a  downright  tyranny.  wImiI* 
render  nothing,  but  they  delegate  much,  ever  may  be  the  pretence.  Every  assumption 
Hovff  delegation  strictly  implies  in  the  person  of  power  beyond  what  each  inUividuai  hsks  tOr 
who  delegates,  a  power  of  revocation,  when   trusted  as  the  olyeciof  mutual  secuii^,  is 


the  agent  abuses  the  trust.  All  just  goveni- 
Inent  is  therefore  a  delegation,  or  a  combina- 
tion of  the  particular  lorce  of  eacli  individual, 
ftr  the  npress  purpaoo  of  enjoying,  with 
neater  securitv,  those  natural  rights.  There 
IS  a  portion  of  jpower  entrusted  mutually  bv 
men  for  protection  against  each  odier.  Their 
object  in  !>u  doing  is  far  from  a  surrender;  it 
isy  on  the  contrary,  for  the  direct  purpose  of 


usurpation^  and  ought  t»  ha  uwtanlly 

sisted. 

AncAher  consequence  of  Uiis  reasoniae  is, 
that  all  men  retain  a  right  to  a  share  in  uicir 
own  government,  because  the  exercise  of  such 
a  right  by  one  man,  is  not  iooonsistenl  with 
its  possaiiion  by  another.  And  far  the  sanw 
reason,  the  cxcrci»e  of  this  right  by  any  one, 
man  to  the  exclusion  of  another,  or  ^y  angr 


insuring  the  fiiU  ei\)oyment  of  natural  rights ;  body  of  men  to  the  exclusion  of  the  rest  of  the 
whichetuoymentcan  be  no  otherwise  seaired,  i  society,  is  injury — because  it  establisbes  polk* 
than  by  intrusting  into  the  hands  of  the  whole    tical  inequality,  and  thereby  destroys  the  ex 


society  the  exercise  of  those  powers,  which 
one  individual  might  employ  to  the  iiuury  of 
another.  This  resignation  of  a  portion  of  his 
natural  sovereignty  over  his  own  scliooib  • 
man  makes,  mmy  that  he  amy  be  prslaitad 
froiu  the  abuse  of  the  Mime  dominion  in  other 
men.  But  this  neither  weakens  nor  precludes 
the  exertion  of  naUiial  qgjhls.  Tbiijr  are  iu- 


press  object  of  the  social  institution.  Wbo> 
soever  practises  it,  commits  tnaaoA  lyuBSt 

the  principles  of  social  union. 

Nothii^  mwe  complelely  defeats  this  jib- 
mai  thaeiy  of  auiiiiniiii  or  nainnl  n^u. 
than  the  language  of  the  laws  of  all  wMMnk. 

Laws  are  prohibitory,  not  permissive.  If  thqr 
wue  pcrmi&kive,  \UfM  language  wouid  be  to 
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dhaul  rclununf  t  )  ilicra,  not  the  partufwluch 
titey  are  depnvetl,  or  deprive  themselves  of. 
Mf  mi  the  law  dtiM  not  forl^,  a  man  may  do 
-with  impunity  :  hence  the  Jaw  itself  instructs 
him,  that  he  retains  rifrhts,  which  n<i  power 
can  impair  or  iulringc,  whtch  arc  nut  tbc  boon 
«C40ciel3r,  but  the  attribute  of  hia  naliiie.  It 
is  evident,  therefore,  that  man  does  not  sur- 
ftudcr.a  right  in  entering  society;  he  only 
ottMdea's  certain  power  whieh  be  might 
abuse,  and  which  power,  being  added  to  tlie 
aggregate  body,  forms  govtrameat  for  mutual 
conveutence. 

•  .'ifr«LMi  ha»  inferfed,  fiom  the  following 
cxpre!!?ion«,  in  which  despotism  takes  the 
iead,  thai  i  imut  have  alluded  to  despotism 
jo  tab  country  It  must  be  granted,  that 
this  experience  is  important,  because  it  teaclies 
4be  aiarering  nations  of  the  present  day,  io 
vbaA  anaoMT  to  prepare  their  combnttible  in- 
■(|redient«i,  and  humanists  in  what  manner 
to  enkindle  them,  so  as  to  produce  with  effect 
tii'dt  crand  politicui  explosion,  witich  is  to 
bury  oespi'tism  in  ruins."  I  admit  folly  with 
Mr.  Law,  thai  had  1  used  ihnve  evpressions, 
J  should  hare  made  an  cxiretncly  irregular 
^>eech;  but  I  wUI  prodwe  persons  of  great 
respeclahilily  whn  will  prove  to  you  (;iiid  the 
words  explosion  »nd  combustible  ingredients 
to  strong,  they  could  not  escape  anv 
man's  ears);  I  will  adl  men  wbo^  if  such 
.wnnS-^  bad  been  u*e<1,  must  have  remembered, 
^-l»o  wiU  tell  yuu  that  no  such  expressions 
were  ever  iitleMd. 

Mr.  I.iiw  r.cxX  slated,  llmt  my  Dhjoct,  by 
-enbebteutog  the  mind»  ot  the  people  and  die> 
etn&MMing:  Kfltowleoge  was,  to  praduee  tMe 
grand  political  explosion.    Now,  if  I  prove 
that  no  such  idea^  ol  the  most  remote  kind, 
was  expressed  bv  me,  his  con»>eqiieace  nece»> 
sarily  falls  to  the  ground.   He  baa,  rather  in- 
judiciously, I  think,  for  a  ?enlleman  of  his 
.abiUty,  asserted,  that  ihc  iiou>e  of  Commons 
awbeiits  under  favour  of  prejudice;  end  that 
thrrefnre,  to  dispi-rse  the  mists  of  prejudice 
(another  passage  libelled and  to  proilucc  in- 
cessant thunderings  from  the  press,  infers  an 
inlention  to  destroy  the  constitution.   He  has 
therefore  found  out  no  other  way  r'^^t;;^!»sh 
.OMT  constitution,  but  by  tavour  ot  prejudice. 
JBven  despotism  may  be  justified  by  prqfiidice; 
theconstitiitu  n  c  f  Hu>'>ia  has  prejudice  for  its 
bMts,  and  exibti*  by  it:  but  I  shmll  vindicate, 
as  I  ever  have  done,  the  constitution  of  thh 
country  upon  other    rounds,  upon  reason, 
justirr.  and  public  expediency.    If  ye  he 
happy  under  llie  coui>lUulion,  is  it  not  ht- 
■flllise  ye  think  yourselves  free  ?   Is  it  not  be- 
cause ye  think  ye  enjoy  your  r;>:ht^'    1^  it 
aoi  becMiae  your  property  is  securtKi  to  you? 
These  are  eirounistances  too  prominent  ta  ad* 
mit  of  any  other  mode  of  explanation.  But 
to  say  tliat  a  branch  of  the  constitution  exists 
upon  prejtidice,  b  to  libel  the  constitution  it- 
self;  it  is  ofiering  a  high  insult  to  the  dig- 
nity and  charactei  of  a  £m  feople.  To  tsy 
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it  exists  tipon  prejudice,  is  to  say  it  etbts  upea 

falsehood,  for  falsehood,  is  unquestionably 
pr^udice.  I  agree  with  llr.  Iaw,  that  if  you 
tbinb  these  speeches  have  been  |iroved,  and  if 
it  appear  that  my  intention  was  crimina! — for 
you  are  to  retain  in  your  minds  a  due  distino 
tion  between  criminality  of  fact,  and  crimi- 
nality of  intention,  the  illtistrious  basis  of 
British  law— r\nd  if  you  should  also  thir»k  that 
they  are  noi  lounded  in  truth,  then  you  will 
be  justified  as  honourable  men,  in  consigning 
me  to  the  pudishmeot  of  the  law.  But  let 
not  a  hasty  cooskleraUun  of  the  passages  ooo- 
buned  in  the  indictment,  dispose  you  to  stasf 
them  with  the  mark  of  guilt,  as  being  un- 
founded in  truth;  for  let  mc  admonish  you, 
tiiut  trulhsuof  the  must  simple  nature  hav^ 
on  their  first  propagation,  been  deemed  false- 
hoods; and  even  in  these  times,  which  we 
call  enhghtened,  are  of  diihcult  discovefj, 
and  edmitted  with  reluetaoce.  Let  it  be  en- 
graven in  your  minds,  thai  Irutli  is  irnmorlaf ; 
that  It  IS  marked  by  nature  in  tiie  hearts  of 
men,  and  that  to  deny  it  is  to  extirpate  every 
principle  of  morality,  and  every  social  duty. 
By  the  ancients  it  has  been  justly  represent- 
ed, unrobed,  in  native  beautv,  as  the  daugh- 
ter of  heaven,  and  exposed,  unveiled,  by 
error;  and  to  look  at  her  was  sulIiLient  to  be 
convinced,  to  love,  to  admire,  and  to  ap- 
plaud. 

Mr.  Law  has  proceeded  to  observe,  that  I 

represented  the  Hon'-'*  of  Commons  to  1h„»  cor- 
rupt as  a  body ;  i  do  nut  &ee  how  tiiat  iiiicr- 
ence  can  be  drawn  from  the  subject  matter. 
When  persons  speak  of  the  corrtiption  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  they  do  nut  mean  that 
it  is  eorropi  as  a  component  part  of  the  l^;i»> 
lature,  but  by  the  abuse  of  Its  principle,  in 
the  corruption  of  many  ot  its  members.  It 
relates  to  the  general  venality,  to  the  profuse 
lavishment  of  places  and  pensions  amone  tbo 
nirni?  rrs  ot  th  it  Hotise,  to  those  sly,  ueep, 
d«irk,  intriguing  schemes,  which  are  funned  to 
subvert  the  lit^erties  of  the  peunle.  They  do 
nut  mean  to  say,  the  House  ot*  Commons  is 
corrupt  as  au  institution;  if  tliey  did,  tttey 
would  be  denying  the  utility  of  that  wbldi  i» 
the  source  of  public  security ;  they  speak  only 
of  its  members,  and  only  of  a  pnrt  of  its  mem- 
bers; since  it  is  uuiversaiiv  allowed,  tliat 
many  of  them  are  deservedly  in  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people. 

I  should  have  conceived  it  necessary,  in 
the  outset  of  this  prosecution,  for  Mr.  Lew  to 
have  proved  me  connected  with  Mr  Davison, 
one  ot  the  defendants ;  on  the  contrary,  only 
one  evidence,  \N  iddison,  proves  me  ever  tp 
have  been  in  his  company,  while  Hill,  one  of 
the  witnesses  for  thr  Oown,  on  the  contrary, 
swears  that  be  retiuesled  Davison  to  come  to 
ne,  who  antwerea,  thai  he  was  not  upon  in- 
liiimte  terms  wHh  me,  and  tbciefon  would 
not  come. 

Such  are  the  geneiul  observations  which 
occur  to  roe  upon  the  qwech  of  Mr.  Law. 
Now,  kt  ne  cell  your  minds  to  many  car. 
3  Z 
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life  it  Ha%  a  cruel  stroke — cut  off  from  socte- 
t^---shut  out  from  injr  iheiKis.  and  all  viw 
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comstsnces  which  took  place  iji  mir  country  |  then  for  trial,  I  could  not  obtain  it.  lfi|g^ 
during  the  taat  year.  You  will  recollect,  that  I  Charia  jtites,  that  justice  shall  not  be  de- 
an alarm  seiced  every  one ;  you  will  recollect,  1  layed  lu  an  Ki^lishiiiau ;  but  tn  rae^ustoea 
that  the  HouM  Cofrnnoos,  in  one  day,  in  |  was  delayad^  riom  my  professional  iMMtf 
the  midst  of  a  paroxysm  of  deluf.ion,  threw  the  "      "  " 

jUberties  of  the  people  at  the  fool  of  the 
lliim;  I'M—  ty  the  aBwaariow  of  the 
l)eas  Corprs  -^ci:  you  will  recollect,  tfia!,  in 
consequence  of  that  suspension,  every  man 
was  unsafe  in  his  person,  every  roan  even  had 
reason  l»  tremble  for  hi«  11^. 

Mr.  Justice  R(x»/re. — I  mn«^t  chock  you,  Mr. 
Yorkc,  when  you  talk  of  'll»e  House  of  Cum- 
fiiOft»  throwing  the  libertiM  i$t  the  people  at 
the  foci  of  the  throne. 

Mf .  Yorke. — if  your  lordship  had  penuitied 
«ie,  1  tfhMM  have  explained  f  htt  idea. 

Mr.  Ju^ice  Heohe.'-A.  sit  here  upon  my 
<oath,  and  I  cHn!>ot  sdffier  Bny  «entiment^ 
{Qtss,  that  is  at  uii  disgraeefui  to  that  House. 

^Mr.  roHbe.— It  was  far  from  my  intoMtlM; 
T  vfn^  OTily  Slating  thit  the  flabeas  Corpus  act 
was  suBpeoded,  and  was  about  lo  state  the 
tttsen  why. 

Mr.  Justice  "Rooke. — I  have  heard  you  with 
great  pleasure,  and  am  Tery  sorry  lO'bo'Qb- 
iiged  to  interrupt  you. 

•  Mr.  York^r^  wtt^  stating,  and  T  desire  to 
qualify  tny  expression,  that  the  liberties  Of 
the  people  had  been  laid  at  Ihe  footof  the 
throne  hv  the  House  of  Commons.  I  desire 
now  to  be  understood,  that  I  consider  the 
Habeas  Corpus  art  and  the  trial  by  Jury,  as 
ilie  fifmest  bulwarks  of  oar  Wberlies ccr. 
'tsin  it  is,  that  the  leglslMiire  thought  the 
fonntry  in  dunger,  that  treason  lurked  abroad, 
that  It  was  necessary  to  strengthen  the  arm 
«f fo«ernmem,  and  Meesstfy,  in'  some  de» 

KBe,  to  u'cnkrij  the  Hbertio«)  of  the  people; 
al  is  the  sen-e  iu  which  i  wish  you  to  un- 
^entand  it  Danger  was  imagined  from  with< 
in,  and  certainly  danger  hovered  over  us  from 
without.  The  Habeas  Corpus  act  was  sus- 
pended, and  the  gencrahtv  of  those  persons 
1vhO'haasi|naKBed^themse(Tetdaring  the  last 
year,  as  frrends  to  reform,  -were  taken  up, 
many  of  them  brought  to  trtal,  and  some  ho- 
tiMiraMy  aenuilled;  hot  mj  ease  was  des- 
tincc!  to  exhibit  a  greater  degree  of  hardships. 
Men  who've  exprricnce  of  life  w?i«t  tHr  supe- 
rior to  nunc,  and  from  wtiom  a  more  rigid 
McowM^ftonduet  might  h«veheen«tp«:ted, 
were  restored  to  their  liberty;  but  to  the 
youbgest  man,  just  i^teppiug  tbrth  from  the 
AfesinoM  of  Inmney,  to©  fnison  Aiors  wstrs 
rot  r,pn)rr|;  \  wa"?  to  be  hunted  down  bv  pro- 
aecution — my  spirits  attempted  to  be  broken — 
to  tnffer  a  lone  ignorotmous  imprisonment, 
and  ti  (  n  Unre  It  loo-ffttlMMita  trial.  I  lis- 
tened to  Mr  Txw,  and  expected  he  would 
have  toW  you  why  i  was  not  tried  at  the  last 
iiiiaei,  wheiV  itoy  •  wHnestes  «w«  aU  tcady , 
my  cotiP'^l  pre^mred — wlien  a  £;reat  expense 
IumI  been  Mxrued — when  a  day  for 

you -now  see  pared 'I  I  1  i-  *  t-  ldown  into  this 


bad  thepdweref  tervingme. 

ing  all  this,  when  T  w  a'^  provided  tor  trial,  I 
had  not  the  opportunity  of  deiieoduig  myweMy 
and  am  at  laneth  brwii^ht  forarard,  with  iM 
health  and  brmcen  spirits,  nadir >  aonthir 
charge  Under  these  cirrum*.tance?,  there- 
fore, i  must  say  I  teei  extreme  aaxiety«-4 
fee!  for  all  the  prejudices  under  'which  I  mtm 
\ox\*r  laboured  — I  fee!  for  that  '^prrics  of  pre- 
judication, because  it  often  hwppeus,  that  m> 
tMcance  itself  fcat  reainft  to  trtmble,  wfasn 
slander  and  perseeatftsn  have  long  foUowed  it. 
I  lee!  that  iniM>cencc  cannot  he  heard,  I  trt 
Wiiea  those  a'bo  are  to  decide  are  touliy  uxi- 
prejudiced.  All  I  Imsie' to- say  is,  lay«nie 
prcfjudicc  ioT  n  moment,  and  hear,  impar- 
tiaUv,  the  whole  of  the  de^roce  whicit  i  laeaa 
to  tesUtote;  let  myifitMiies  be«nM^Mi; 
Jet  their  private  character  be  sifted  to  the 
bottom  ;  they  arc  men  who  would  do  heooor 
to  any  cause  Uiey  are  brought  forward  to  sap- 
port;  «ne  of  them  a  desman,  a  scholar, 
who  came  for  the  purpose  of  n  itici^in::  that 
speech,  wished  to  form  an  acquaintance  with 
me,  dmed  wHfi  me  on  the  very  day  af  tlm 
meetiuL;,  and  lifted  me  to  >cc  wbt  IIkt  I  was 
tlie  man  that  1  was  stated  to  be  by  public  re- 
port; he  will  tell  you  I  was  not,  and  I  wRl 
not  al  all  anticipate  the  pleasure  that  I  am 
have,  and,  I  tru«t,  the  salisfartinn  that  you 
will  feci  wlion  you  come  to  hear  his  lests- 


I  come  now  to  cxarcinc  the  cvidrnee. 
Broomhead  has  stated  to  you,  but  sot  with 
coiteclness  (he  does  not  pretend  to  as^  «Mi 
aeitun^i  that  I  was  present  «4ien  this  puhbc 
mcetina  was  agreed  to  he  called,  and  Mr. 
Law  w  ill,  of  course,  draw  this  inference  from 
it  in  reply,  that  1  must  haw  been  privy  to  the 
intention.  T  shnl!  prodnre  tnemlwrs  of  the 
committee  who  will  prove  tliat  I  waaabeeat; 
that  I  had  no  knaadedge  whatever  af -Mr 
meeting ;  who  will  prove  vay  objcetioos  Co  it, 
my  positive  refusal  to  be  their  rhairmi^n,  and 
my  recommendation  to  appoint  another  per- 
son, a  gentleman  of  propartyftt  Hwwlgjh- 

bonrfMiml 

You  will  observe  the  indictment  states,  that 
I  was*  conlederated  whh  Hsrvleoii.  l^eiw  af 

the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution  have  even 
insinuated  that  i  tiad  anr  knowledge  of  l>a- 
vison how  then  could  t  have  conspired  wiUi 
him  f— It  has  keen  ptaved  that  I'  was  only 
once  in  his  rf»mp?<ny,  and  surely  one  wboifca 
conspiring  would  not  traSt  his  secrets  with  a 
omn  with  vifhom  he  had  no  previantaaMtol- 
anrr,  v  irh  will  abo  be  pta»ed  by  my  n  iw— e 
on  that  head.  ' 
•  The  evidence  of  Widdison  is  resnectine  the 
pikes.   M^iddison  stetes  that*tSNM  eswred 
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Wlwt  vrere  ti>o- 1  IhMB  iifon  tiie  pwnwplM  of  the  Briti&h  con. 

Sections  put  to  him  hy  the  crown? — Was    stitiitiun,  and  the  laws  of  the  land.    Yuu  will 
r«  Yorke  privy  .to  Umm  pike»/*^id  he  1  ^li|Bcrveib«  6rsl»pQ(^  Frith  hims«lfd€cto 
kMw  tliftty«MiiiulellM»r<-^jMGo4!  Iii'  Ntptui  general  tfipUoilM  to  tl^^ 
aajr  eien  to  bo  crimuialed  because  lie  happens  {  Muur,  and  the  rest  of  those  unforliiaate  gen? 


to  hear  that  two  men  agree  to  dkiKc  pike»? 
<«^Did  I  atimuiale  them  to  armsi* — No,  a^ 
^PVd  ef  tHtneases  witt  be  eaUed,  who  will 


tlemen }  that  i4  was  applied  solely  to  the  cirr 
cutMtaf^  relative  to  their  profiecuUta ;  Uui 
in  thf  tpeed).lHre  lil^led.  I  am  ro|»reeenti4 

e  to  you  that  I  never  sn|^2;e'-teil  the  i'K'a    a.s  entrrins  into  a  general  discussion  upon  tlie 
raa8(UiUluins«U'aiiys9o).who  will  prove  ,  princi pies  ut  civil  MM;t«ty.    U  Ixigius  with 
to ]Pcm»tlliel«i>teft«a»etiiMilatiog their |ia*<  i  saying,**  the  day  is  at  length  arrived  wbei| 

tkiat  ageinst  the  ff<A-crnmcnt,  my  language    fanaticism  and  superbliiiou"  Now  let  us 

wed  aot  only  cousUutly  peaceable,  but  speci-  |  rei>t  here  a  moptent,}  SMpposeyou  adtoit  ihi| 
ftdelly  |hreateB«d'  them  with  the  dun^ra  i  exprcsuon  to  have  been uiterea.  Imi^biheri 
vMek might  arise  from  tliniult  and  confusion  »  declare,  that  I  meant  from  il  Ibe  fanaticism  of 
thai  the  cause  of  reform  could  only  go  on  |  the  Methodists,  and  the  superstition  of  the 

;^ofpaa  Cail)oli(^;    a  fair  inference  from 


aMili  the  cause  peace,  and  ><•  would  be  giv* 
lii0iftetiwiKafgunientl»  lk» WMaiea ««•• 
form,  that  if  ar  Mile  «aa  piwle^  «ora  awuld 
be  especlc4w 

Joseph  Ejn>ewth»  flooitable,  gives  vm  evH 
dkioce,  and  seease  iBetely  to  have  heea  iatra- 
duced  for  the  pnrpofto  of  displaying  the  pikes; 
Ub^  whoie  of  his  evidence  is,  that  he  has 
isuart  pilMt,  ooe  here  and-aoallfter  there ;  he 


tebtimoay,  who  bw  coupled  the  exf 
fMKMioo  witi)  others  oa  popery,  and  a  decUr 
ration  that  be  is  hiqaself  a  liomau  Caiholiq. 
Hut  haa  evidtoee  efi  this  passage  is  equally 
ialse  with  tlie  rest  of  his  evidence.  I  do  uot 
intend  to  explain  it  in  that  way,  for  the  words 
were  never  used ;  but,  gentlemen,  is  ii  not 
true  that  the  day  it  frrived  when  fanwticitm 
laigtit  as  well  have  '^akl  he  went  to  York  and  '  atul  superstition  arc  gradually  declining.  Op 


IniKl  one  there,  and  to  Decby,  aad  lound 
MiUnff  Mmm.   Aaa  I  to  fca  ealled  to  m» 

count  for  men  ha^nn^  pikes  in  their  pos* 
aaesiwa,  net  that  I  think  it  aO  illegal  act; 
fitf  I  wiU,  by  and  by,  show  you  that  every 
iilft  Ina  «  aglii  to  have  arms  in  iiia  «1ni 
4efcnce,  and  according  lo  his  condition. 
S^rie  stales  notbii^  ahoiii.  my  spoeoli  at  the 
€3Mtle  UUI,  but  that  tbei<a  was  tiririi  a  aaist 
ItoaoMkl  not  hear. 

I  hanre  new  taken  the  aosl  important  evi* 
dence  ef  the  wbcAe.  Vpoii  the  evidence 
nf  Miraaka  wmk  Frith  I  shall  not  trouble  you 
with  much  comment ;  their  testimony,  whe- 
ther considered  in  its  matter  or  maoocr,,  speaks 
Ibr  ilMlf.  Yon  abaetfed  that  I  walaftook 
the  laak  of  cross-examining  Frith  myself; 
for  oAtainly  1,  of  ali  men,  am  the  most  cx- 
{»hk  of  judigitig  whai  I  dKd  saor#  ani  oartoinly 
therefore  the  moet  capable  of  knowing  whe< 
iher  this  paper,  stated  to  bo  a  repesentation 
o^'  what  i  did  deliver,  is  absolutely  so  ia  facu 
Knovrnglhatitienokoto,  and  knaamg  that 
it  does  not  contain  any  other  than  a  very  dc- 
Aclife  aacouat  of  the  matter  which  I  spoke, 
itwaavary  natutal  for  .nM  to  pteaa  Irim  ni* 
trcmely  upon  the  points  he  aciduced;  1  did 


we  not  see  men  whose  mintls  were  absorbed 
in  ignorance,  coming  foraild  into  the  lida^ 
■»-Do  we  not  see  those  men  who  have  been 
long  under  the  tr^imels,  unquestionably  of 
superstition,  enjoying  now  the  peaceful  coi^ 
forts  of  a  more  pure  religion,  and  a  nK>re 
enligliteoed  morality  ?  This  we  daily  witness. 

U  is  said,  *'  the  energy  of  EngUthntcn  will 
«a  longer  endure  this  strange  vptear  of  ii^ 
justice"  (meaning,  the  indictment  savs,)  "  cuf 
iqiuslice  iu  this  cpuotry ;  |»ud  meaniug  and 
insinuating  thereby,,  tliat  injustice  is  pracVtsca 
in  this  couBtiy  by  the  government  thereof^'' 
that  is  tlie  innuendo,  the  prrvioii'<  part  of  the 
speech  is  referable  tp  priuciplcs  ot  i>ocicly, 
and  so  it  will  ba  liNMifl  in  various  parts  where 
tiie  inuueadoes  arc  made,  which  innuendoes, 
oi  Uiemselyee,  hbei  posijiively,  in  my  opinios^ 
the  general  cbaraetor  of  the  nation. 

"  1  trust,  my  oounlrjinen  (mcaiung.lh^ 
people  of  this  country)  arc  sick  of  rek^ous 
a^d  polilical  imposture,  and  that  Uicir  4^c^ 
sive  and  manly  conduct  will  aotomand,  in  a|k 
imperious  tone."  Now,  have  we  never  heard 
tliat  kiind  of  laG^agiB  irom  our  cunstitulioo^i 
Uwyen  ahd  pacliBtopntary  writaia?  Moat 
certainly.  I  will  now  produce  one.  My  lord, 


SMt  trouble  mysclt  with  cross-examining  him  |  I  am  so  exhausted,  that  I  trust  your  lordship 
■nn^  but  merely  rapaate^  his  answers  to  the  |  will  permit  my  solicitor  to  read  for  mie. 
qiiaatianS'PUt  to  hini  hy  the  counsel  for  the  I  Mr.  Justice  Jiao/(«.— Certainly, 
crown — invoked  him,  as  he  stood  before  God  Mr.  Yt  rke — (icntlemen,  tliis  book  is  the 
and  his  country,  to  take  his  own  Unic,  and  production  of  tiie  learned  Mr.  i^etyUand-— ~- 
aerionaly  to  re-eonrider  his  asseitiooa— he  !  Mr.  Justice  JtMfca,P— Mr.  Ym-ke,  1  mean  to 
has  repeatedly  sworn  to  all — I  have  taken  direct  the  jury,  that  every  man  ha^  a  rii;ht  to 
daauL  bis  evideiice-<-I  will  bring  honest  «it^  discMss  political  subjects ;  but  a.^  to  discussioa 
'~  to  give  the  he  direct  to  every  word  ha  \  here,  1  shall  not  sufier  it ;  no  jud^te  cau  df-* 
and Uiere  1  leave bini»  I  cide  tciwcen  jw^  arhcn  Mr  ijiwicmesto 

Now,  gentlemen,  1  am  going  to  toke  upon  :  reply     It  l^  every  man's  right,  but  he  must 
very  laborious  task— 1  am  gpiug  to  de-    take  care  so  to  express  himselt  as  not  to  ex- 


(evenadmitiing'tbaen 


to  have 
to  dated 


cito  diaaaatent  aiil  4uadfaciioik. 

Jiit  fofilM.Mirtimni^  it  kiir 


Digitized  by  Google 


1079]     35  GEORGE  lit   TfuU  ^Hmr$  JMM  flte  Umtr^  Yerkg  [108» 

the  juiy  to  say  with  what  intention  he  does  am  Iis^py  to  hear  jour  lordship  lajthiifedMat  ■ 
it;  they  arc  not  to  discuss  tfic  mptiphysical  a?  your  opinion  ;  but  your  lurdsbip  sf^sone 
sentiments,  but  the  intention  u  itli  which  he  thut^  ih<itcainc  out  upon  the  exainmaiion  ot 
does  it.  As  to  the  citing  all  these  authorities  '  almost  every  witness,  that  I  pave  some  ao» 
the  Court  cannot  listen  to  tliem.  There  is  count  of  the  English  constitution,  and  wha 
DO  doubt  as  to  the  great  question ;  veiy  ho-  i  roy  optoioo  of  it  was,  aod  that  when  1  repf9- 
Best  men  entertain  dilRsrent  opiotom  upon  !  birted  the  want  of  equal  repiesentotioo,  I  r» 
thesuhject;  the  only  difficulty  is  for  every 


man  so  to  maintain  his  sentiments,  so  as  not 
to  violate  the  public  peace,  and  the  question  is, 
not  whether  you  have  maintained  a  false  pro- 
position ;  the  f]ue>i'hn  whrtlier,  when 
you  find  fault  with  imperlections,  your 
speech  has  been  such  as  tends  to  eeaee 
and  order  :*  that  every  man  lias  arigtit  to 
discuss  political  subjects,  I  certainly  agree. 

Mr.  Hotham. — It  is  Mr.  Yorke's  intention, 
my  lord,  to  show  that  expressions  stronger 
than  thosf>  he  m:ide  use  of,  have  been nfledhy 
the  most  eminent  lawyers. 

Mr.  Justice  RooAe.— It  will  be  for  Mr. 
Yorkc  to  sJiow  that,  upon  similar  occrt^ ion?, 
great  men  have  uttered  similar  expressions. 

Mr.  Tork9.-^fAj  lord,  there  is  this  difll- 
culty,  I  thiiUc  there  arc  some  points  which 
vvovilfl  romc  much  more  pointed  from  >nch 
auiiioruics.  The  jury  should  consider,  aud  L 
would  have  it  impressed  on  their  minds,  tbM 
although  young,  the  collection  ot  these  tu^ 
tboritics  has  not  been  the  reading  of  one  day, 
or  one  week,  or  one  year. 

Mr.  Justice  Rooke. — And  when  I  tell  the 
jury  ihiit  your  notions  may,  in  themselves,  be 
perfectly  mnocent,  I  suppose  you  will  be  sa- 
tisfied with  that,  and  that  the  question  will 
only  be,  whether  those  notions  have  been 
improperly  and  unreasonably  uttered;  not 
ivhether  the  notions  themsehret  are  im- 
proper.   T  jironitse  that  I  will  slate  to  the 


ir  li  itrd  it  as  not  possessing  its  primitive  pu- 
rity. Your  lordship  recollects  two  acts  of  par- 
liament in  the  reign  of  Edward  Sid,  wbidi 
specifically  mention  that  annual  porliameots 
were  the  then  l  iw  of  ilie  1  inH,  and  several 
other  circumstances  m  our  pariiamentanr  hM» 
tory,  as  well  as  acts  of  Heiuy  4th,  «M  fte 
di-qualifiritifin  act  of  Henry  tith,  siron^fv 
to  establuilj  the  ancient  right  of  equal  repre- 
sentatioo.   Am  I,  with  your  lordmtip'st  per- 


mission, to  state  what  my  perception  was  of 

that  ronstitntion,  in  orf^er  tt.at  I  may  point 
out  where  ii»e  necessity  oi  reiorra  iay;  whichu 
in  nj  opinion,  witirsuch  piveedents  aai 
OTp^t  autliorities  as  thrxr  Hrfore  me.  Will CM^ 
tribute  greatly  to  my  jusuficatioo  I 

Mr.  Justice  Rmkt.—l  do  not  at  ted 
froni  the  evidenrc  ditherto,  that  the  mode  of 
rciorm  has  Iteea  hiuled  at; — annual  parlia- 
ments and  universal  suffrage  is  the  general 
Dfindfilo  upon  whidi  the  witnesses  say  yoa 
nave  gone.  Now  annual  parliamrnis  and 
imiversal  suffrage  are  contrary  to  ibe  present 
es^blished  constitution  of  the  eeimtry.  The 
subject  of  pa.rliamrntnry  reform  is  cert:^in!v 
open  to  everv  man's  discussion  ;  but  the  co^ 
question  will  be,  wiMlber  yon  hvre  OmamiL 
it  peaceably. 

Mr  Yorke. — When  the  triennial  art  fa*«icd, 
many  ol  the  first  lawyers  regrclle<i  liiat  liiev 
had  not  demunded  annual  parliaments,  whicK 
thev  dorlared  to  be  the  ancirnt  law  of  the 


lory,  and  I  now  state  it  to  them,  that  par-  j  land.— Lord  Stimmers,  who  tramad  tlie  decJft. 
liamentary  reform  has  called  forth  a  great  j  ratioo  of  rights,  was  decidedly  of  thuupsnbn. 
deal  of  discussion,  and  that  a  perfect  consti-  I  have  ln^  own  autliority  for  it,  in  a  work  of 
tution  cannot  be  expcf  ted  in  ih»*  present  state  j  his,  mtUuled, "  1  he  Judgment  of  whc4e  hm(^ 
cf  human  nature ;  and,  therefore,  honest  men  doras."   I  will  just  Ulie  your  lordship's  op»- 


may  employ  means  whereby  that  eonslilution  1  n»on  upon  one  authority  upon  equal 
mnv  be  ameliorated:    but  thr  question  is,  i  tation.    Sir  Thomas  Smith,  doctor  of  !hw«.,  in 

this  work,  written  in  tiie  time  of  queen  Llua- 
both, intituled.  De  Itepublidt  Angiorwa* 
asserts  it  directly  in  hr  nk  the  '»r|,  chapter  the 
Sd,  pages  ^61,  which  he  calis  an  Accointt 
of  the  BnflbhConstitotim;  inn  very  parti» 
cular  manner,  be  says, 

"  Atqiic  ul  ronchKl;»m  hr*>viter,  ouicn'jiH  m 
ccuturialis  comilii^,  aut  lu  Lribumliut,  popuius 
Itomanus  «ffie«re  ^otniiMft,^  id 
miluaiinglUctnis,  tnn^i 

I.  PBINCIPEX 

II.  POPILLMQCE 


wheth^  they  have  kept  within  tiie  line;  if 
they  have  nrade  ose  of  improper  occasions,  or 

Iimguage  that  is  intemperate,  they  are  ame- 
nable to  the  laws  of  th'-ir  rountry  r  on  the 
contrary,  it  in  moderate  lanu;uagc,  aud  on 
proper  occ«4|ons»  then  what  they  wmf  te  per- 
fecllv  mnorcnt. 

Mr.  i  urke.—My  lord,  there  is  another  dif- 
ficulty ;  it  has  not  been  proved  that  I  am  ki 
the  least  concerned  in  that  publication. 

Mr.  Justice  Riwke. — That  is  a  question  for 
the  jury,  excuse  iny  saying  any  thin^  upon 
that  now ;  but  as  to  your  principles,  tney  are 
as  mav  vcrv  innocently  he  disseminated. 


reprc^entante,  commode  transi?ittrr,  intcre9!« 
I  thfaik  wtiat  I  now  say  puts  an  end  to  the  i  cuim  liiu  conventu  omnes  uiteiugiotur  eigis»* 
neeessHy  of  yaur  prodncing  authoritiea.        I  cnnqne  mnpUtniinia  status  tut  mgmr'' — *~ 

'Sir  Yorke. — It  certain! v     ill,  nriv  lord  ;   T   eepsve,  at  t  pt.vB-.  fucrit, sive | 

fial,  sive  pt^r  procuuiurcm." 


•  •*  Theae  werde,  fmnted  in  Iialiea,  I  bene  |    «  VMn,"  my  lord,  is  a  eeiy 

endeavoured  to  supply,  Mr.  "'ir  i  ■  ij-  lmHll|^  fir  Thumas  Sin  ih  bcinL'  a  doctor  c  f"  Jjtr^. 
leliablaiikiuhiteopy."  Orig-JudU^         |  a  degree  which  tUr  the  timca  ho  imd  in  «wp 
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\  mil  hw,  it  is  ob- 
vious he  uwd  it  M  a  civilian,  and  it  is  thcre- 
forp  strongly  fiivourabic  to  th«  modern  accep- 
tation ot  it.  This  gentleman  lord  chan- 
ctMv  to  Edward  dkh  ami  McmUr;  of  ntate  to 
qMwn  Fli/nbfth.  An(!  1  ran  prorince  booka 
written  irutn  two  to  lour  hundred  y^An  ago, 
i»wWeh  iHmI»  passages  are  to  be  foimd  m- 
actly  similar.  However,  I  will  only  just  read 
one  or  two  extracts  from  Fortcflcue,  Coke,  and 
judge  Biackstone,  and  then  pets  on. 

Gtaliemen  of  the  iury, — In  the  first  place 
with  respect  to  annual  parliamcnls*,  hire  is  an 
account  given  by  sir  Heury  bpeiiUciiii  lUe 
ancient  Anglo  Saxon  giovtnunent,  of  their 
holding  their  michel-^rmote  :  ami  he  states  it 
in  mmtm  pariiomttUo.  Mr  Caindeii  has  ano- 
4h0r«M»  in  point  HeraittlieperliaiiieDtary 

»oll  of  5lh  Edward  «nd.^  

Mr.  tuMice  Roohe — You  seem  not  at  all 
aware  ihai  ilieCfowaused  tocalla  parliament 
annually*  but  thetevw  not  aa  annual  election. 
These  word-^  nnmio  pariiamtnto,  rehite  to  the 
timeot  thctr  meeting,  andnotiUeir  eiectiou. 

If  ft  ApAa^TImi  I  mU  aoe  trauUe  your 
lordship  with  any  authorities 

GeDtlemen  of  the  jury,  1  shall  certainly  at- 
tend to  the  direction  of  ois  lordship,  and  shall 
<4|tioCe  no  more  bookl. 

Gentlemen,  I  concei%'e  as  hi**  lordship  has 
just  now  laid  it  down,  that  ^roviaed  a 
■nan  «iNifined  himself  te  the  slnct  rules  of 
^cency  and  good  ordrr,  hf  fni<«  n  right  in 
this  country  to  give  his  opinions  upon  any 
meeific  plen  of  governineot,  I  coiieem  «lio^ 
tnat  he  has  a  right,  provided  his  principles  or 
fpeechoH  have  not  a  Icndencv  to  disturb  the 
peace  or  traiiquiUity  of  ti.t  country,  to  advance 

n principles  that  shall  ameliorate  the  social 
T  I'llis  p^rsition  i^,  !  bplicvc,  p'pnrraliv 
Emitted  tu  be  the  law  ol  tti«  land;  it  tins  be 
tlM  case,  yoa  csnaot  say  dMt  tny  iMa  lua 
been  propounding  scdilicn,  who  lias,  from  a 
pure  motive,  been  euileavouring  to  restore  the 
■constitution  to  its  primitive  integrity.  Sup- 
poie,  tor  a  moment,  I  am  in  error,  and  that 
annual  parliaments  were  not  the  law  uf  the 
4aod,  as  his  lordship  has  declared,  at  any  rate 
it  moflt  he  admitted,  that  trieDDial  parlia- 
Tnent<s  wctp  hy  an  art  cfthe  Irii-l  ittirc  in  the 
time  of  king  VVilham  Urd  As  to  the  principle 
«r  uoiversar  MiSrage,  it  doee  not  aMan  trat 
persons  of  property  shall  be  excluded  from 
that  ju«t  deiiree  of  coiT-nqMonro  which  they 
flight  to  enjoy  in  tlie  mhIc  ,  uad  I  believe  pro- 
perl^  woold  wmerescctire,  if  a  more  equal 
wpresftitution  were  c^tai  lished,  and  if  the 
ifstcra  ot  annual  parUainents  were  again  res- 
tored, or  even  triennial  parliaments.  AU 
thinking  men  admit  the  principle  of  univt  rsal 
sufiirage,  however  they  may  diiier  respecting 
the  expediency  of  its  practice.  In  conse- 
awni  ii  of  tboae  piiDoiplea  which  I  have 
formed  from  much  re adin!;  and  much  reflec- 
UeOy  which  1  have  tunned  irom  the  opinions 
#if  «wn  whom  I  now  see  hieb  in  lifc^  from 
ahaM  ^iiminlaa  I       aaeMu  ttmaamA  taaoc 


Yew  will  judge,  INiailheevideMeTsliaH  ad. 

dnce,  whether  I  have  gone  beyond  the  bounds 
of  prudence,  and  whetiter,  if  i  have  gone  be- 
yoi^  tiM  bounds  of  prudence,  there  be  any 
decree  of  criminality  in  the  intention,  upaM 
whicl>  :iUinc  the  law  of  Enj^land  aulhonzes 
you  to  hiid  roe  guilty.  We  live  cerUtiuly  in 
an  age  when  every  Mtion  in  Europe  seems  t» 
be  disturbed  by  internal  danger  ;  we  live  in 
an  ag9  when  the  pohtical  horizon  is  clouded 
with  a  fisarlui  prospect,  When  principles  are 
established  which  were  never  before  knovm 
in  the  world,  and  when  all  the  ancient  ».y«i- 
tcms  under  whaii  men  have  lived  are  shaken 
to  their  foundations.  It  tfaerelbie  heeimwa 
our  duty  to  consider  whether,  as  goo<l  men 
and  good  alizens,  we  ought  out  peaceably  aad 
in  good  time  to  reform  our  'ipvermnenl;  it 
bL'hoves  us  to  consider,  whether  it  be  ncjt  ex- 
pedient to  produce  this  reform  immediately; 
It  behoves  you  to  consider  also,  whether  you 
will  be  authorized  in  ptmishiug  a  man  who, 
from  such  a  motive,  has  thus  acted ;  because 
it  is  evident,  tliat  if  he  iiad  done  so  he  has 
been  an  enemy  certainly  to  ouuchy  and  va- 
vuiiitiuns:  it  will  be  proved  to  yon,  that  my 
condutl  was  totally  inimical  to  every  species 
of  anarchy;  and  tnb  you  will  bear  fro  m  men 
whom  the  counsel  for  the  Crown  may  sit\  to 
the  bottom.  It"  this  be  truf,  tor  (tofi'ssake 
why  du  I  stand  iiereP  Why  am  i  arraigned' 
Ibrthsi  which  haa  bcaoght.ocher  menmto 
power,  who  now  enjoy  the  coufideneo  of  hli 
majesty.  ihe  duke  of  liichmood  huQMlf 
was  tm  advocate  for  aniwal  pariiamenca  aad 
universal  suffrage.  This  gentleman  is  not 
punished,  he  has  not  been  arraigned  *,  but 
because  [  possess  nut  his  personal  cou&e* 
queiice  in  the  stat^,  because  I  am  unbefriended 
hy  fattion«,  and  am  hostile  to  a!!  p-litical 
parlies,  1  am  called  forth  to  be  the  victim  ot' 
your  insiiHed  lawe,  though  I  have  etaolty 
pursiird  that  beaten  track  m  which  other  men 
have  gone  lor  at  least  fifty  years  past.  You 
know,  gentlemen,  a  few  years  after  Use  trieu* 
nial  bill  passed,  motions  were  made  by  many 
worthy  patriots  in  the  Houjie  of  Commons  for 
annual  nariiaunents;  and  presently  alter  the 
reign  oi  queen  Anne,  on  the  pretraco  of  dan* 
ger  tVoiTi  a  foreign  invabion,  it  was  conj^idcred 
by  the  members  who  were  then  devoted  to 
the  hooie  of  Bnittswiek,  that  if  there  waa  m 
fresh  election,  the  party  attached  to  the  Pre> 
tender,  mighty  by  intrigue  and  deception, 
agaiu  involve  ilie  sUle  lu  civil  coiumution; 
to  avoid  which  septennial  parliaments  ware 
introduced,  and  ihey  have  remrtinrd  c\-rr 
since^  without  any  reason  wnatever  having 
been  aaiicBed  for  their  legality,  without  any 
reason  whatever  for  t)ieir  expediency,  and 
when  the  extensible  cause  for  which  parlia* 
roents  had  been  proloi^cd  was  removed;  there- 
fore septennial  parltaBcaii  are  most  OB^aw* 

tionablyan  abu^e  since  one  of  the  

Mr.  Justice  HoeJu. — Septeunial  parliaments 
•ra  thalnr  of  thatod,  and  1  ctniuit  heat  you 
foOQ  iaihilwigr. 
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Jfwtice  Rooke. — Not  in  a  court  of  jus> 
lice.  I  am  bound  by  my  oath  to  abide  by  tlie 
law,  and  1  cannot  wuSex  anj  bo^y  to  derogate 
fironi  It.  •  • 

Mr.  Tarki. — hope  your  lordship  did  not 
think  I  meant  to  state  any  thing  derogatory 
to  th^.  law  of  the  land ;  i  only  meant  to  state 
that  as  my  opinion. 

Gentleman— In  short,  I  see  clearly  all  I 
can  state  to  you  respecting  those  principles 
by  wMdi  I  bifn  btan  mfvUntl^  Bniit  bt 
dr^wn  within  a  very  narrow  compass— that 
ot  a  reformer.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
counsel  for  the  Crown  to  pr6fe  mb  to  have 
iMe^arrevdiitioiinl;  for  if  they  are  unable 
to  di<;prove  my  pdshions,  you  cannot  be  au- 
tiiorized  in  giving  a  verdict  for  the  Crown, 
QiriMi  those  speeches  which  were  made  by 
rte  should  be  deemed  libellous  amd  sedilious, 
and  also  that  they  were  delivered  with  s  cri^ 
miiiil  mtehtRMi. 

Nothing  will  now  remain  for  mi  but  to  ad- 
dress your  mmds  upon  5ubjects  very  import- 
Ant  to  the  interests  of  society— the  right  of 
kifkaanf  the  freedom  of  the  press,  mn  the 
immutability  of  moral  truth.    It  is  necessary 
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Mt-.  Tw'ke. — Septennial  parliMteiitsarcun!- 
«{ue8tidnably  an  actual  law  of  the  land ;  but 
wbaki  mean  to  stale  is,  whether  according  to 
tiM  prioctples  of  tte  vevolution  they  ought  to 
be  so.  May  I  not  Mate  itai  tba  •pmrnmpeh 
whiahlacted?. 
B^.  JaMka  itorfU^— No 
Mr.  Jerfau-^Mr.  Pitt  himsrlf  and  roost 
of  the  graat  nm  have  hold  fbe  iame  ian*- 


t»  the  legality  of  the 
I  am  not  speaking  of  that  terrible  enihavasra 
which  has  brgotten  so  much  bavock,  noA 
aMwil  grarit*  misfortunes  in  a  neighboerinf 
counlrv,  nor  of  that  enthusiasm  which  has 
caused  ao  many  wade-  waatinc  aod  flfiniaiiDa 
wars  ia  tlid  n^athH  deiMaliaolrifaaaadcivi 
coDiihotions,  but  of  that  which  is  engeodani 
by  virtue,  that  which  enables  a  man  to  kindle 
in  the  common  blaze  of  liberty,  and  uupcis 
him  in  a  tiaae  of  danger,  from  aa  nnlighTnOcii 
love  of  cduntry,  to  be  foremost,  aud  to  share' 
its  various  fate,  whether  of  destruction  or  of 

such  generous  sentiments,  it  behoves  yott  tt 
coosiuer  ail  the  circumataaces  of  the  case ; 
QODsider,  whether  if  I  have  eaoeeded  tlMMt 
limits  you  are  antharised  in  leaviii|^aMoat 
of  your  hands,  and  comAslting  me  to  the 
jud|meat  of  the  <^:ourt.  Tbadao^rs  with 
vhich  this  country  It  Uwealsned,  ai  a  vu^mti 
to  arise  from  men  who  make  the  cau^c  <  f  r-^- 
forro  a  Golsor  for  their  pvetaoces  to  msugsie 
thaiialie»toaawiiiii9>.  Ilia  su|Ke»ted(a«l 
why  it  ia  tug^ialai ail Ihiapttiod liMvw  401) 
that  every  man  who  espouses  the  cause  of  re 
formtsa  leveller  as  well  as  a  republican ;  and  it' 
ke  vhh  for  a  more  equal  reprn^tatioa,  that 
he  means  tu  destroy  tnc  constitution,  as  co»> 
aisling  of  Kina^  Jbofda,  and  Qomowos.  You 
ardto  weightfiiiaothmgiiBtiM  yoat  Waaea 
of  discrimination ;  you  aretodxamioe  whalher 
I  have  employed  pretensions  to  veil  criroess, 
and  whetlter,  Iromthe  nature  of  the  evidence 
jouhaveliaaidjaswdl  as  ffum  that  wbidi 
you  arc  to  bear,  the  reform  proposed  15  such 


that,  in  the  peaceful  discussioo  of  stil^cts  of  .  as  you,  and  every  ouod  fcngliiihman,  womM 
gomrnbent,  norali,  rehgion,  or  auinBeraf  th^  wish  la  aeo  aalaMiaMMV  or  #hathet  it  la  thai 


^ftb»  should  be  allowed'to  i^rm  with  publi>  [  which  would  lend  to  involve  your  coiwtry 
catfons,  provided  they  be  not  inconsonant  in  all  the  horrors  of  anarchy  and  confusion, 
with  the  happiness  or  pea6e  of  mankind.  It  It  is  high  time  that  thO  eleniebts  of  kooww 
iMlfettaa  doctrine  of  the  good  kirtg  Alfred,  that  '  ledge  should  bedomesticala^aadlhMacieoOs 
the  people  of  England  should  be  as  free  in  should  stoop  to  enter  the  poor  man's  door.  It 
tbeir  actions  as  their  thoughts.  Our  consti- 
tiNMi  was  OMR  vpaa  laar  paiiiouB  semb 


is  high  time  that  truth^  which  are  wrou^M 
by  oatnrt  on  fha  ntiods  ot  men,  and  *^ 


meat,  ahd  he  was  its  illnstrious  founder.  Trial    have  a  tendency  to  promote  their  happiness. 

should  be  unraveiied.     J-'rom  the 


by  jury  enables  you  to  bridle  the  licentious-  I 

ness  of  the  ptess^  aM  to  decide  as  iudgas  of  { inaealiplieil  of  aobjects,  essential  to  Ibe  mt^ 

Iho  land;  both  npon  the  fact  of  publication,  1  lioration  of  nmnkind^  wb  shall  be  enabled  ia 

and  the  intent  of  publishing,  which  must  be-    conclude  upon  those  systems  -  »   

eome  objects  for  your  investigation.  1  or  even 
IfHbe  fiRfVed  that  I  was  the  author  of  this 
imbliration,  still  if  you  should  think  my  in- 
tention was  not  criminal^  but  Mmply  toin- 
fomi  the  minda  of  my  Mlo#4itiiBna{  amclsf 
Yoo  onrooti  upon  your  oaths  as  men,  put  your 
bands  to  your  hearts  and  sir,  tJits  rhan  is 
guilty  of  the  crime  alleoed.  hot  tliough  he 
msy  have  exceeded  the  bounds  bfnaiaMtfoii, 
his  intentions  beinp  laudable,  -We  are  not  to 
satrifice  him,  bacanse  seal  may  have  hutricd 
|itei,aiH*wra»staMn^«o  t4e||M  of  hi- 
tMHrerBiice.  A  man  feels  an  energy  about 
him  wiien  embarked  in  a  niSt  cause;  and 
thi«  enthusiastic  deshv  of  attaining  the  ta- 
vnurilar  d^iK  df  his  mind)  iiieieaaes  upon 
himia  proportioo  to  the  piaimiaity of  1 


which 

must  conducive  to  the  attainiueol  of  Uiai , 
serous  and;  itil  opiaiona^  tlforefoi«» 
right  or  wrong,  ©u^ht  to  be  entitled  to  a  free 
aud  Idx^  oomamntcaiiott;  for  thcta  uena 
can  beany  dii*MiMBalientslwi»an  titii  md. 
fiiladiaad^  if  the  exercise  of  either  be  fwr\>Kl- 
dfaii.  To  restrain  the  avowal  of  pnnapiea,  os 
even  the  propagation  of  opinions  has  ever 
boen  tba  nuataliisn  intereat  af  ralars.  It  km 
hten  considered  as  very  politic  to  coropii 
eveif  iphabitaiU  *^|^^^.  country  to 

Itoiighttobe  an  unchangeable  principle  of 
government,  Uiat  every  individual  be 
permitted  but  reqoircd,  in  the  inlpeaotis  1 
of  his  counter^  to  ptodaiiu  th« 
wbiolt  difott  tSk  inb  af  afttim. 
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Viiglht  eanae,  vmong  tbo^  panoni  who  au 

•ntreochcd  within  the  retretis  of  afiiected 
ynideace,  no  unail  degree  of  trouble  and 
auietgr,  faiit  it  moM  ■mmIoii  •  freat  aiU 
iraiicenient  of  truth,  knowledge,  and  treedom. 
'JThe  public  safety  is  not  injurad  by  those  who 
aasMible  in  pi^lic  squares  and  meetings,  and 
admiee  doctrines,  eouelMd  in  tkut  spirit  of 
error,  but  from  those  who  never  show  thfir 
iiscss  ainoi^  the  people,  who  never  pd»ii^ljr 
tmm  Jttij'bplmeM,  vho  teaiyortie  always 
between  tnitins  and  falsehood*:,  or  who  undu- 
huc  fr9|P  i>»did»  p»  the  thcr,  as  the  tamp> 


1th  can  have  no  hopcf,  nor 
iinJl  fepose  any  kind  of  depemlence  npon 
fur,  iikc  another  i'rutcus,  they  aasuine 
H  thoysand  different  shapes,  propoiuaMd  to 
their  selhiih  prinr  iplc«,  tli»  ir  interests  or  their 
▼iows.  It  aaj  he  repiied  tiiat  these  eb»«va- 
%m»  liaw  •  wrwt  maimuf  to  fementtbe 
pvblic  tnind,  and  to  promote  sedition  ;  but  to 
aave  ri|Eht  thoughts  of  things,  and  to  cororou- 
Bisatel^se  though u  to  olhwrt,  ia  the  whole 
fM|a»te«  to  ict  oa  this  «lagt^  the  world. 
Those  who  ace  denied  the  exercise  of  this 
right  I  -lyigr  slaves  beodiog  beneath  the 
fw  of  oppressiea  and  tiw  ongry  brow  of  mio* 
ibrtune.  Those  who  surrender  this  precious 
gift  of  God,  and  those  who  do  not  claim,  as' 
Mfty  .and  Ivindicate  it,  wbm  occaaiooe  offer 
MMnnitbe  contempt  of  umb,  .and  ought  to 
have  the  manadcs  of  |mwer  rivettod  about 
their  nscks.  If  you  punish  a  man  for  not 
deecryiqg4tuthM  3wu  descry  it,  you  punish 
hira  on  no  other  pround,  but  because  ne.sees 
B0i4W  you  see.  lo  despotism  the  exercise  ol* 
BMBM  IS  not  only  imacrtssary,  but  ineonvo- 
nient  and  dangerous.  Tyrants,  civil  and  ec- 
clesiastical, have  accordingly  reprobated  it  in 
all  ages,  and  they  have  slretcbcd  out  tlioir 
oWmiiro  «nn,  arrayed  m  tenon,  to  execute 
those  tortures  which  the  utmost  fubtiity  of 
the  human  mind  bath  invcntod  £ot  the  pre- 
oontionoftlioiiieoffMfoi).  Nowooderl  it 
is  the  only  sure  and  fatal  oncray  to  every  spe- 
cies of  tyranny  ;  men  will  ever  be  free  in  ex- 
act proportion  as  they  use  their  under^ttand- 
ings;  btnco  the  love  of  tkttUi  hat  iMeo  doom- 
ed seditious  and  dangerous  to  Iho  tlote  by  op- 
pteasive  majnstmtes;  henco  tho  origin  of  per* 
iocoiioii,  wMth  hflClilrangite  infoffoil  doodi 
for  aers  over  the  world,  under  which  BOthin^ 
generous  and  manly  could  ever  toring  up, 
Jwi  wUeh  iwth  rendered  almost  the  whole 
ftco  0^  lim  itllli  m  Mghtiul  waste,  flooded 
and  traversed  hy  rivers  of  human  blood. 
Sometimes  indeed  to  the  consolation  of  op- 
wosted  humtnity,  tbe  benignant  light  of  phi- 
loaophy  hajli  skimmed  upon  the  surface,  and 
tfUtha  have  occasionally  illtunineted  and  re- 
AMhud  Uie  vorld.  To  those  generous  minds 
vbich  have  occasiofMid  it ;  to  those  who  have 
sacrificed  their  interest  and  their  lives  to  pro- 
diico  It :  to  thoeci  who  &tiJl  stmsele  tor  the 
freedom  of  hmDon  reason  and  Ml  tlie  great 
lighto  of  ImiM  MMiii«-4d  all  pnuie  and  all 


a  im.  iim 

_  ren.  Sieqr  abmi  vfae  en. 

courages  and  assiits  his  feAow  creatures  to  the 
acquibiuoo  oi  Uiifthif  hy  ^be  esoo^so  of  their 
oara  Acaltios,  dtwww  awH  of  tfca  t— ;  fcut 

he  Mrho  imposes  silence  on  tt^e  htmian 
miod,wbo  woulddehar  men  ofthafiree  exercise 
of  hMflnan  powers,  and  |»ho  would  consign  so> 
cicty  again  to  tiie  sleap  of  dark  ages,  u  aa 
eoemy  to  the  best  inlerc^s  of  mankind  !  It 
is  the  jcaiuusy  ol  deapotiam,  holding  truth  iu 
detestaftion,  wliMh  kuli  osposod  natioBo  la 
the  abandonment  of  reason,  and  to  the  conse- 
quoui  adQpMoo  uf  error :  it  is  this  which  hath 
llOiished  tho  pages  of  |ilstaiT  with  the  reci- 
Id  of  those  victims  to  its  icalous  policy,  wtio 
were  the  warm  and  avowea  votaries  of  reason, 
iiut  the  activity  of  the  hmnan  mind  isnotthus 
to  be  suppressed  I  Sficll  a  Bodo  of  rule  might 
prevail  when  the  governments  of  thn  world 
exhibited  qnlhing  but  the  meknclioiy  prao- 
pect  ornasloHOwl  tloMa  I  bat  it  «i|l  hm 
no  currency  among  a  people  who  love  libeftyy 
and  who  biave  the  spirit  to  assert  it.  It  may 
be  said  that,  in  thus  vindicating  the  rights  of 
the  human  mind  and  pleading  the  dignity  of 
tiie  human  character,  I  aim  at  the  subversion 
of  order  anfi  peai;e.  It  may  be  said,  that  tha 
MO|do  aroaataoipable  ot  eyerciuog  this 
berty,  as  they  are  unfit  far  liberty  itself ;  nnrl 
that  in.  their  unsteady  hands  it  would  be  aa 
engine  of  liccntiousnras,  more  likely  to  bo 
employed  to  their  injury  thanio  their  benofit. 
Until  itJdiaJI  be  proved  that  those  who  rule 
are  made  of  a  diii'erent  composition  to  those 
who  obey ;  until  it  shall  be  proved  that  they 
are  endowed  with  minds  naturally  different 
and  superior  to  those  of  tho  vulgar,  i  shall 
MMBT  be  paiModod  to  adaiit  tadi  a  noctiino^ 
which  would  eventually  transform  the  gmi 
majority  of  mankind  into  beasts  of  burthen,  in 
order  that  a  tew  raiglU  load  and  drive  th«o. 
Older  and  poaeo  are  valaablo  only  ai  tbo 
means  of  happiness. 

In  the  despotic  regions  of  the  East,  the 
siloneoof  the  people  bespeaks  tfadr  nriteiy) 
all  is  order  and  peace— ignorance  and  slavery. 
Is  the  order,and  abjectnc>»s,and  peace,  arising 
from  ignorance  and  slavery,  to  be  put  in 
competition  with  that  8|dni>stirriog  .vigour, 
and  that  heart-felt  animation,  which  are  only 
to  be  derived  trom  the  love  of  knowledge  or 
virtoof  It  may  bo  sold,  that  1  aw  iwefculy 
pleading  a  cause,  which  does  not  stand  in  need 
of  my  assistance;  that  here  every  man  is  at 
liberty  to  think  far  himadf,  and  all  opiuioos 
arc  tolerated.  At  far  as  this  ktrao»  itittti 
honour  to  the  country ;  but  there  are  yet  many 
bitter  remnants  amongst  us  of  the  ancient 
leaven  of  persecution.  It  is  time  thatiholo 
should  br-  removed,  and  that  the  mind  should 
no  more  be  under  a  subjection  so  mortifjii^ 
severe,  and  hunUliatiiie.  When  die  ehannoi 
of  complaint  are  baned  up,  the  sense  of  in- 
jury sinks  deeper  into  the  heart,  the  mind  i« 
soured  and  irritated,  and  opportunity  is  ar- 
dently sought  after  to  attrtctand  oencentrate 
liNiiMiMiili«f  Iho  Mag  tmm,  wbkli  with 

Digitized  by  Google 


1084]      S6  G£ORGE  UL    Trtai    Henry  lUdhMd,  aUa»  Hmuy  Yorkt  [MBS 


su  portentous  an  aspect,  threatens  the  horizon 
«»f  humanily  with  unforeseen  mischiefs.  It 
is  in  your  power  lo  give  to  the  benevolence  of 
geniti>  full  scope  to  become  the  defeiMkn  of 
those  who,  from  defect  of  education,  cannot 
defead  themselves.  It  is  in  your  power  to 
make  the  word  tmtntry  agitate  thensinds,  aiid 
regulate  the  confliict  uf  the  men  of  I'nglnnd. 
from  a  just  comprehension  of  the  duties  we 
MPS  to  it,  a  thousand  intellectual  and  moral 
Ueaiings  will  oeeeiaeply  arise;  but  there 
never  will  be  any  genninr  love  of  it ;  tho'^e 
duties  will  never  be  acknowled^d,  uutii  m- 
dividoal  probity  and  public  probity  be  one  and 
the  saiue.  National  hopes  cnn  never  be 
raised  i  national  ambition  can  never  be  aroused, 
witil  we  shake  off  our  ietbtrgic  torpor,  and 
develupe  the  germs  of  genius,  of  virtue,  and 
of  public  glory.  National  independence  can 
never  be  siecurcd  as  long  as  borough-rcpicsen- 
tetion  pervades  the  country,  perpetuating  cor- 
Tuplioos,  and  wideninrr  the  breach  to  the  in- 
troduction of  fresh  abuses.  If  that  confidence, 
'wfaieh  is  the  pillar  of  soeiely,  must  be  de« 
stroyed  by  unwarrantable  suspicions;  if  re- 
wards must  be  held  out  to  the  blood-hounds 
of  information  as  the  pledge  of  public  secu- 
rity; if  public  prosecutions  ue  to  toor  and 
imbilter  the  public  mind,  how  can  such  a 
nation  prosper  ?  how  can  it  become  respect- 
able in  the  society  of  nattonsP  If  you  prevent 
freedom  of  discussion,  you  will  dr  slniy  that 


scculion  unfurled  by  those  very  ptiiioes  wbo, 
on  this  occasion,  found  it  conveoieot  to  in- 
veigh against  persecution  itself;  we  should 
bftve  seen  intiuisitoml  tribtinals  erected  ia 
every  stale  of  Europe,  and  fires  lighted  up  to 
bewilder  conscience  and  temty  opmion ;  aod^ 
it  isimich  to  be  doubted,  whether  e^ en  the  iltfa 
that  was  Q;ained  to  reason,  by  the  reformation 
of  religion,  would  ever  have  taken  place  Bat, 
happily  for  men,  for  once,  the  disoositioD  ni 
princes  was  found  to  agree  with  the  dispoii* 
tion  of  the  people,  and  the  cause  of  the  peo- 
ple became  the  cau&e  of  princes,  a  genersl 
msurrection  of  the  human  mind  blew  op, 
with  the  fury  of  a  volcano,  n^ainst  that  papJ 
domination  which  liad  subjugated  it  ibr  whole 
eentinries.  This  Cotossus,  which  had  only  if> 
norance  and  superstition  for  its  basts  mi, 
stnick  down  by  a  pebble;  and  when  the 
danue  arm  of  a  barbarous  monk  ]ia<i  r^nt 
tmaSttT  the  veil  which  had  covered  it,  the  ge> 
nius  of  the  age  applauded  the  deed  ani 
stamped  his  name  with  glory ;  and  had  the 
fi«e  right  of  discttSMon,  wmrh  it  wastfMn 
foun  !  t  Nprdicnt  to  permit,  been  prolonged^ 
the  pure  reiiEion  of  reason  would  lung  «mce 
have  l»een  fully  establbhed  amongst  man- 
kind. 

Before  the  invention  of  the  art  of  printing, 
which  has  since  wrought  so  great  a  cbaoee  m 
the  condition  of  mankind,  useful  knowM^ 

dwelt  only  in  the  sequestered  habitations  of 


happy  equilibrium  of  government,  so  essential  i  a  tew  ptulosopbersi  hence,  in  the  histones  oi 
to  the  permanence  of  our  political  freedom,  |  Greece  and  Bome,  nations  to  often  hdd  up 
which  our  fathers  drew  up  for  MS.  wriilea  with 
their  blood,  and  without  which,  as  Mr.  Law 
has  slated,  man  would  be  a  perfect  savage, 
and  our  country  would  be  merged  in  that 
i^loomy  and  brooding  barbarism,  ^'^imth 
wiu>se  barren  and  noxious  shade  it  had  slum- 
bered for  centories  preceding  the  glorious 
epoch  of  the  revival  of  letters,  and  the  Mill 
more  glorious  invention  of  the  art  of  pnntmg. 
Beiore  the  dawn  of  civilization  and  of  let 


m  these  modern  times  aa  fit  example*  ftr 

imitation,  you  read  of  nothing  but  massacres, 
seditious,  aud  slaughters,  the  consequent  ef> 
fects  of  ignorance,  of  faction,  and  of  |iowtr 
abused.  Head  merely  the  marginal  note*  of 
Livy,  and  you  will  find  them  all  pomting  to 
the  sad  condition  of  sodelv,  which,  in  the 
body  of  his  work,  he  has  acscribcd  with  so 
much  glowing  eloquence;  or  read  the  more 
nervous  and  afi'ecUng  account  ol  that  lilua* 


ters,  a  barberian  %norance,  the  offspring  of  |  trions  historkn,  who  has  paiuted  men  with 
Gothic  policy,  overwhelmed  the  world;  and  '  so  much  encrcrv,  tmih, and  address — affecting 
when  JUither,  holding  in  one  hand  the  sacred  i  events,  in  so  patiictic  a  manner,  and  virtue 
writings,  and  with  tlw  other  beckoned  to  the  with  so  much  sentiment;  who  poise  wed,  in 


northern  nati  tns  to  arouse  themselves  from 
the  profound  lethargy  in  which  their  mind 
had  been  tmik  and  embruted,  the  faculties  of 
the  mind  sprung  up  into  life,  and  men  reco- 
vered the  privilf  p;c->  of  vrnj^iiive  beings  hy  the 
use  of  inquiry  and  iltuughi:  nor  did  he  al- 


so high  a  degree,  thr  tnu?  eloquence  oT  cx- 

Eressing  great  things  simply,  and  who  may 
e  regarded  as  one  of  the  west  roasters  of  mo> 
ntity,  by  that  sad  but  useful  knoerledge  of 

merj,  which  may  W  learnt  from  his  work?.* 
With  these  in  your  hands,  you  will  read  the 


to  hurt  down  the  idols  of  superstition  |  dismal  history  of  the  igtu>rance  and  depravity 


from  a  spirit  of  commotion,  but  from  the  full 
conviction  that  be  was  coiuiucted  in  bis  pro- 
gress by  Ae  ibreh  of  troth.  Fortmietely,  in- 

(Ittd,  for  Luther,  kings,  princes,  and  magis- 
trates, found  it  to  be  their  interest  to  martial 
themsdves  around  hiit  standard,  and  to  draw 
their  eweids  in  defence  of  his  cause,  which 

they  now  nrj.de  iheir  own  ;  but  had  his  prin- 
aples  ran  couuter  tu  their  puhtical  interests, 
we  ehould  have  seen  mighty  barriers  opposed 

tn  tho  discus'sion  w]iic!i  tticvi  took  ]>ljc:c  .  we 

shouid  iutve  teen  the  bloody  haauesa  of  pet^ 


of  the  human  mind,  and  with  tiie  hivlory  of 
your  own  country ;  with  the  history  of  the 
savage  priest,  who  dtps  hk  hand  in  faMMM 
gore;  the  gloomy  inquisitor,  who  gluts  hi* 
eyes  with  the  slow  lin^^ering  torments  of  hi? 
felluw-crealurcs;  and  the  ^l.acsman  rc^lic^ 
drunk  with  the  adulation  uf  the  peoyte;  tan 
all  these  you  %vill  he  cimblL  !  to  extract  one 
substantial  truth,  which  the  viasaitude  ba^ 
ma  fllUn  jtnlify,  thul  wiihonft  r  

•  XnohM* 
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there  can  be  no  Jiberlj.  But  when  Uw  art  of 

priiiliui;  was  invctilotl,  the  mind  conunenced 
n  revoU  against  error,  and  the  heart  a  rcbel- 
Jieo  MEwnst  opp  ressionj  in6ii  btcnine  gf<i- 
diially  oetter  iaformed,  and  science  enlarged 
her  circuit  ;  the  principles  of  government  were 
inve^^tigatcd,  and  its  legitimacy  was  ascribed, 
|Ml  to  a  commission  from  heaven,  a  jure 
divino  ri^ht,  but  to  its  fitness  to  promote  and 
ensure  tiie  peace  and  hap|utje6^  of  society. 
Unfortunately,  the  first  nrogresii  of  the  art  of 
printing  was  slow  ;  it  did  not  perform  its  pro- 
^gtei  until  a  lon^  time  ai'ter  |)r^udiC€a  and 
thottscendaDcyor  power  hjfd  nuied  a  IbraiU 
dable  rampart  against  all  spirit  of  novelty, 
and  innovation.  Ambition,  interest,  and  io- 
justice,  were  not  backward  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  same  means  employed  by  reason  to 
oppose  Ihcm ;  and  before  ignorance  could 
understand  the  characters  traced  on  paper, 
ibe  press  had  sent  forth  as  many  falsemxMis 
as  truths  into  the  world.  In  our  own  country 
nothing  hatb  so  much  contributed  to  our  na- 
tional welfare  as  the  freedom  of  discu!»sion, 
supported  by  this  beneficent  art.  You  know 
well  our  history — you  know  that  the  igno- 
rance of  the  people  has  been  the  source  of 
our  public  misfortunes — you  know  that  the 
darkness  which  overshadowed  the  rest  of  Ku- 
ropc  and  eclipsed  tlie  human  mind,  darkened 
also  our  country;  and  if,  at  any  time,  philo- 
aopby  at  intervals  appeared  uinougsl  us,  it 
flashed  but  fur  a  moment  like  the  meteor  in 
the  heavens.  Want  of  knowledge  hath  db- 
Jugcd  every  plain  of  this  country  with  our 
Jcindrcd  blood  All  tlic  wars  of  llie  barons, 
and  the  conlentioits,  sonieiimes  fur  one  pa- 
geant, sometimes  for  anotlier;  sometimes  for 
rcligiun,  soniciimrs  lor  idle  (  crtMnonics,  some- 
times fur  the  public  cau^e,  are  melancholy 
jptroofsufthe  ignorance  and  imbecility  of  an 
)n&tualed  people,  raging,  as  lord  Bolingbroke 
Seniark«<,  tdl  the  field  of  battle,  and  sonie 
theatres  of  clandestine  murders  IcU  no  man 
on  one  side  alive  who  was  in  a  condition  to 
oppose  or  give  jcaluu^y  to  the  otlier.  We 
know  too  that  jurie;*  have  been  the  tools  of 
ambitious  ministers,  and  thc^  blood  of  the  in- 
nocent has  often  been  shed  to  appease  their 
anger.  The  blood  of  Sydney  and  Kussi  !1  were 
anioaking  upun  the  m  atl'uld,  when  the  h:gliest 
eulogies  were  ofi'ercd  to  the  trial  by  jury ;  and 

Jet,  this  very  tiial,  instead  of  becoming  the 
Mictuary  of  the  oppressed,  was  converted 
into  an  engine  of  destruction  for  the  people. 
If,  thrrcfore,  in  reading  the  history  of  Eng- 
land, 1  glory  in  the  benefits  of  the  trial  by 
jury,  is  it  not  because  I  know  the  dreadful 
ccnsrquf  nee  of  its  abu^c?  If  I  inquire  into 
the  uulii)  of  the  !lou-c  of  Commons,  is  it 
not  because  I  look  hai  k  to  the  times  of  the 
tmroils,  when  our  fathers  were  in  a  stite  of 
▼assaliigc — when  they  IkkI  no  opinion  of  their 
^n — when  thc^  were  tiic  :»lavcs  of  masters— 
and  when  the  bcuee  of  the  people  was  not,  as 
In  .".flcr  :i-cs  it  has  been,  the  au\  ocatts  of  the 
public  cause  ^  Froffl  Uume's  Uidtory  oi  £i)g- 
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land,  yen  will  find  that  House  considered  in 

no  other  light  but  like  the  Parliament  of  Paris 
to  euregislcr  Uie  edicts,  of  kings  and  nobles, 
to  grant  assessments  waA  impose  burthens  on 

the  people.  From  the  freedom,  lliereforc,  of 
pubhc  discussion,  I  am  led  to  examine  into 
the  principles  of  this  eovernmenL  and  if  I 
have  dieoovf red  that  Xat  Eoose  ofCommonp 
was  a  mere  shadow  of  representation,  a  mere 
farce,  an  engine  employed  either  to  corrupt 
the  people,  or  to  enable  the  executive  power 
to  wield  injustice  over  their  heads;  and  if  I 
compare  it  with  its  circumsiauces,  during 
later  tinm,  I  am  bound  to  say,  that  It  it  an 
useful  branch  of  the  legislature.  Thus,  in 
examining,  if  every  point  of  discussion  be 
only  earned  on  on  botli  sides  with  decency,  if 
punishment  follow  not  instantly,  that  opinion 
IS  suomiltcd  to  the  tribunal  of  the  public,  it 
is  the  most  generous  sacritice  you  can  make 
to  the  interests  of  your  country.  I  must  fiiiw 
ther  observe  tliat  men,  considered  as  associated 
beings,  do  not  ccme  into  society  to  debate  on 
abstract  and  metaphysical  points,  but  to  d^ 
cide  upon  those  which  will  best  pcomolo  their 
interests ;  to  determine  those  controversief, 
which  otherwise,  let  loose  to  roam  about  the 
nation,  might  lead  to  the  woretof  eonfiislona; 
and  let  it  be  ever  impressed  on  your  minds, 
Uiat  it  is  the  annthilatioa  of  a  free  and  hberai 
spirit  of  opusion  which  it  tha  nuna  of 
anarchy. 

France,  a  few  years  ago,  weary  of  long  in- 
justice, broke,  with  a  sovereign  and  vigorous 
arm,  the  fetters  in  which  the  spirit  of  domi- 
nation had  enthralled  her  noble  pinions,  and 
rose  like  an  eaale  h^m  the  bosom  of  knowr* 
ledge,  to  the  aubllmest  heigbu  of  rcoioo,  and 
seemed  to  be  moving  fast  to  the  highest 
reach  of  human  glory,  when  there  arose  one 
who  trampled  upon  her  laws,  and  rose  upon 
the  ruins  of  pubhc  freedom ;  who,  after  baviitg 
raised  himself  amid  the  howling  storm,  to 
enormous  power,  mounted  upon  all  the  vir- 
tues and  vices  of  the  French  republic,  pmnlod 
with  the  one  hand  her  furiou>  and  bursUjU| 
passions  a^insi  the  confederate  allies;  an^ 
with  the  other,  wfota  the  sacrilegious  roan* 
date  of  death,  wiiichinu,  to  send  to  the  scaf- 
fold  the  best  and  most  virtuous  of  his  fellow, 
ciiizcns— all  who  opposed  his  tyranny  fell 
victims  to  his  fury^-all  those  who  were  ansi^ 
nent  for  talent,  virtue,  or  patriotism,  were  the 
objects  marked  out  to  £orge  his 


iJiects  marKeu  out  to  gorge  uis  saugumary 
trtDtmals.  Thus,  white  ne  deluded  the  pubue 

mmd,  alarmed  timorous  consciences,  and 
lighted  up  disunion  among  his  countrymen, 
yrnile  he  impressed  upon  their  fanatical  minds 
notionaof  danaera  where  none  e]Hstcd,  and  of 
con«^irat!es  w-nerc  none  w^re.iuund,  Robe- 
spierre obtained  the  public  coiitidence,  which 
he  soon  abused,  and  which  the  people  dearly 
repented  of ;  for,  immediately  that  it  was 
established,  they  discovered  that  they  had 
raised  an  idol  of  terror  to  themselves;  and 
while  the  veteran  armies  of  Europe,  defeated 
and  di9g|nwed»  were  jetirioi^eiora  the  oou* 
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rageous  and  well-resdWed  tc)|^^llt  df  France,  >  which  have  b«en  employed  in  this  pamjihfet. 


Robespierre,  wilh  his  hands  reelcing  with  Ihe 
'blood  of  his  friends,  and  of  those  who  had 
■heeD  the  ihstruments  of  his  abused  power, 
«spired  at  a  domination  which  he  was  only  to 
|ii|re  by  lettiD^  loose  the  waters  of  bitter- 
Mo^Mi  country,  and  which,  whe»  1i» 
^id  acofiire,  he  "Hid  neither  the  courage  ndr 
the  ability  to  hold.  Snch  have  been  thelmht- 
faleflPects  in  a  neighboarm^  country  or  de- 
pressing public  spint  and  -flODihf1atin|  public 
opinion ;  of  imposing  silence  on  the  Iroerty  of 
the  press,  or  controlling  it  by  the  authority  of 
tfifmhtnatti  Happily,  fbrtHe -world,  France 
is  now  recovering  from  that  wretched  scene 
.in  which  she  hath  been  involved;  and,  I 
Iniat,  with  the  blessing  of  heaven,  that  the 
Moderation  of  her  present  le^Slatorswill  give 
eeeurity,  both  to  the  liberty  and  property  of 
her  citizens,  and  permanent  quiet  to  the  na- 
lioiia  wIMi  surround  her.  lBticli,tlMni,  whai- 
Boever  ma?  be  the  form  of  government,  are 
Ihe  iatal  eflfects  of  sukgecting  the  mind  to  the 
'^F^nhyofopfhrion;  m  moral  tttrth  it  alwavs 
Immutable,  as  it  reigns  in  the  bosom  of  the 
universe,  so  ou^ht  it  to  reign  in  the  bosom  of 
weiv  man.   He,  therefore,  who  thinks  he 
tM  ■point  out  the  road  by  which  it  ran  be 
discovered,  so  hr  from  deserving  punishment 
and  proscription,  merits  the  applause  of  his 
fiHMw*^liifMs  vf  this  ctaAuct  jittota  afo  ai* 
ways  the  Jjudges,  and  if  government,  whether 
from  motives  of  pubHc  security,  or  for  the 
giatification  of  personal  retentraent,  shall 
preier  a  proseaitton  against  any  individual — 
ifaat  •prosecution  is  instituted  for  their  deci- 
aton ; — it  IS  submitted  to  their  opinion,  be- 
cause they  exercise,  in  Ihia  inttanee,  the 
highest  power  in  the  state — because  you  sit 
as  representattves  of  the  whole  nation,  and 
•re onpMsed  to  concentrate  In  yoorpmona 
ils  whole  opinion:  considered  in  thn  light, 
vou  exercise  an  high  office,  and  vou  cannot 
M  too  cautious  of  the  delicacy  of  the  situa- 
iion  in  which  the  laws  have  placed  you.  I 
trust  yon  will  discriminate  without  passion, 
and  put  the  mo&t  liberal  construction,  not 
ottly  upon  words,  but  upon  aeHona.  If,  gen- 
tltnen,  government  be  fcundcd  upon  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  it  will  invite  discxission — 
it  will  feel  that  it  is  built  upon  the  sense  of 
its  utility — it  will  feci  that  it  will  no  longer 
exist  than  while  it  is  believed  to  be  useful — 
it  will  pot  desire  lo  be  supported  by  cor- 
mptioBgint  jtiiiiw,  tnt  upon  the  inductions 
of  reason,  and  the  applatiding  sentiments 
of  thue  who  live  under  it.   In  short,  it  is 
firaii  tMNilKsion  of  opinions  tbat  li^t  is 
Mradcout,  riKl  a  will  le  found,  I  believe, 
to  be  an  inTafi^\))e  mle,  that  magistrates  arc 
more  secure  when  their  interests  are  found  to 
ODalosce  with  the  interests  of  the  people. 

Now,  gentlemen,  let  us  resume  oUr  remarics 
on  these  expres&ions,  deemed  so  inflammatory 
— tet  III  aee  V  we  cannot  produce,  from  the 
arrilinE;^  of  some  of  the  first  personages  of  pur 
ilp|Br,  naac«  i^wait  Wi.l^Miia|i  Itea  tbna 


>\ttend  to  the  words'of  Mr.  Builce  ddrracd 
during  tbe  American  war. 
.  **  The  House  df  Commons  was  suppoMt 
originally  to  be  no  part  of  the  standing ]^ 
▼cmment  of  this  cotmtiy,  bat  was  coosideted' 
a  uunuui,  lamn^  imnieu laieiy  iron  xxn 
people,  and  speedily  to  be  resolved  into  thir 
mass  from  whence  it  arose.    In  this  respect 
it  was  in  the  hieher  part  of  jrovemraent  what 
juries  are  in  the  lower.   Trie  capacity  of  a 
magistrate  being  transitory,  and  that  of"  a  ci- 
tizen permanent,  the  letter  capacity,  it  was 
hoped,  would  of  (MMfse  preponderate  in  tdl 
disaissions,  not  only  between  the  people,  zn<i 
the  standing  authority  of  the  Crown,  but  be- 
tween the  people  and  the  fleeting  authori^  oT 
the  House  of  Commons  itself.  It  was  hoped, 
that  being  of  a  middle  nature,  between  sub- 
ject and  government,  they  would  feel  with  a 
more  tender  and  a  nearer  interest,  every  thh» 
that  concerned  the  people,  than  the  other  aoo 
more  permanent  parts  of  tbe  leg^lature. 
Whatever  altcintfon  Umo  ifid  tfw  mccsscf^ 
accommodation  of  business  may  have^  iolro- 
(hiced,  this  character  can  never  be  sustained, 
unless  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  made 
to  bear  some  stamp  of  the  actual  dispo^tatoo 
of  the  people  at  large.    It  wou!d  (amon^ 
public  misfortunes)  be  an  evil  more  naturu 
and  lolefaMe^  that  Ihe  House  of  Oomtnotti 
should  he  infected  with  every  epidemical 
phrenzy  of  the  people,  as  this  would  indicate 
Bome  consanguinity,  some  sympathy  of  na- 
ture with  their  constituents,  than  that  thrj 
should  in  all  cases  be  wholly  untouched  by 
the  opinions  and  feelmgs  of  the  people 
out  of  doora.  By  this  want  of  sympathy  they 
would  cease  to  be  a  House  of  Commons."* 

And  a^in,  The  virtue,  spiriL  and  e9> 
aenee  oTa  House  of  Commons,  conssb  In  ht 
being  the  express  image  of  the  feelings  of  the 
nation.  It  was  not  instituted  to  be  a  control 
upon  the  people,  as  of  late  it  has  been  taught 
by  a  doctrine  of  the  nsottpeiflidoui  tendency. 
It  wasderfgpedaiftceniaMcnilrol  ht  tbt 
people.*** 

And  fmfher  apaiMog  of  ihodHMof  tht 

just  claims  of  the  people,  he  says,*'  .An  ad* 
dressing  House  of  Commons,  and  a  petition- 
inc  nation ;  a  House  of  Commons  full  of  con* 
fiftence  when  the  milion  ia  phnifBd  In  ileaMk^ 
in  the  utmost  harmony  with  ministers,  whom 
the  people  regard  with  tlie  utmost  abhor- 
renee:  who  vote  thanks,  when  the  pdbSe 
opinion  calls  upon  them  for  Impeacbmenti; 
who  are  eager  to  grant,  when  the  general 
voice  demands  account:  who, in  all  dlspirtea^ 
between  the  people  and  adminbtration,  pra^ 
sume  against  the  people:  who  punish  th«t 
disorders,  but  refuse  even  to  in(juire  into  the 
provocattomtothem.  TbltbanuniMBinl^ 

«  Thoughts  on  tbe  Cause  of  the  Presrot 
Diaeontents?*  BmM  Wdrin^       f,p.  or, 
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lion.  Such  an  assembly  may  be  a  great,  wise, 
awful  senate ;  but  it  is  not  to  aojf  t9|}UliU;pur- 
PIM,  a  lifiuse  of  Commpos."^ 

And  again,"  \t  must  be  always  the  wish  of 
an  unconstitutional  statesman,  tlial  a  House 
of  Couunous.  who  are  cotir^ly  depeadent 
u||OD  biro.  Mould  baT«  every  right  of  the 
people  eutirely  dependent  upon  their  pleasure. 
I|^was  sooa  OM^vered  tl}ali  Uie  furies  of  a 
f|ee^  and  the.  tnas  of  an  aiUtfary  government 
MU(Kt  thinss  oot  altogether  incompatible.  The 
ppiwer  of  the  crown,  almost  dead  and  rotten  as 
Pll^og^tive,  has  grqwn  up  anew,  with  much 
strength  awifitt  Um  odium,  under  the 


nam^  of  influence.  An  influence  which  ope« 
t^iedl without  noise  a^  without  violence;  an 
iqBuenee  whieh  ceovertcd  the  very  aoti^o- 

nist  into  the  instrument  of  power  ;  wluch 
epaU^ned  in  iu»clf  a  perpetual  principle  of 
gpovth  and  renovation ;  and  which  the  dis* 
tce^eaaaalhf  pDMperity  of  tlie  country  equal  ly 
tended  to  augment,  was  an  admirable  substi- 
tute (or  a  prerogative,  that,  being  only  the  off- 
spring of  antiquated  prejudices,  nad  moulded 
in  its  original  stamiua,  irrejuauhb  pnnciples 

«£decajr,a(id  djs#^uon.*'t 

^  fSaihameot  was  indefd  the  sreal  olyeciof 
all  il^e  politics ;  the  fncl  at  which  they  aira« 
e0,«l  weuas  the  iiistrumeot  by  which  they 
to  operatf^.  But  before  parliament  could 
bf)  made  <iubservient  to  a  system  by  which  it 
wi^  to  be  degraded  from  the  dignity  of  a  na- 
tipnal  council  intOi  a  mere  member  of  the 
cciiirt,  it  must  be  grisatly  changed  fxom  it«  ori- 
Ulnal  character."! 

And  again, "  They  who  will  not  conform 
tUrtf  conduct  to  the  pubhc  good,  and  cannot 
•opport  it  hy  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
llMr^  ado]itc(T  a  new  plan.  They  have  totally 
^andooed  the  shattered  and  old  fasliioned 
fortress  of  prerogative,  and  made  a  lodgement 
In  the  strong  hold  of  parliament  itself.  If  they 
hiave  any  evil  design,  to  which  there  is  no  or- 
d^ary  legal  power  coinmensurate,  they  bring 
iK  into  parliament"  *'  In  parliament  the 
power  ol  obtaining  their  object  isabsolute,  and 
the  i»fe^  in  proceeding  periect;  no  rules  to 
c^p6ne»  09  44^H<lcl(oaingB  to  terrify.  Par- 
hj^oeji^t  cannot,  with  any  great  propriety, 
punish  oth^  ^  tltiogs  in  whicl)  they  have 
tiffa  them^dvea  afoemplices.  Tbi»  the 
cjvnirol  upon  the  executive  power  is  ln$t."§ 

l%e  distempers  of  monarchy  were  the  great 
avi)j|j^ts  of  ^pr^heui-ion  and  redress  in  the 
lift  ijumigMn     ^  di»»einfei»<f  pertia- 

It  it  oot  in  parliament  aloi^e  that  t^e  re- 
ly for  parliamentary,  diiocders  can  becom* 
I;  hardly,  inde^,  can  it  begin  there, 
f f mftjluiif e  uk  gpyyuioent  i«  re-eiu- 

T  ''^Thoughts  on  the  Catise  of  the  Present 
|)iicontents."  BurWf  WoiJu^  VoL  ^  p, 
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hUs)ifd»  diepMalecodbl  t»  bpwM  «»«r 

more  ttfict  and  aetailed  attention  to  the  con- 
duct of  their  representatives.  Standards,  iftf: 
judging  more  mtcnaatically  upon  their  eon^ 
duct,  ought  to  Im  letlled  i»  the  meetings  oft 
counties  and  Corporations ;  frequent  andcor-^ 
rect  lists  of  the  voters  in  aU.  iroporianti  ques* 
tions  ought  to  be  procured.  By  MKll  llNMlr 
somethini;  niay  be  done."* 

Xh«M  qfe  al^o  t^^  opinions  held  bjH  Urm 
SjoAt^wk^  wa«  aa  a^iooaior  al  the  tiai»«il|h 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  iakiioiro,  I  believe,  in  York,  to 
have  been  one  of  the  warmest  of  the  frieodat 
of  freedom.  This,  g^pllcuian  has  stated  thate 
you  havf  no  right  t«  palHiMk  pwttMMttli  Mi 
the  subject  of  reform,  permit  me  to  read  one* 
passa^  to  yuu*    To  what  purpose  was  it  Voi 
prefer  an  ungraufid  petttiett  tn  a  pereoH 
which  you  could  not  legally  coerce?  Men, 
possessed  of  power,  are  not  disposed  to  part» 
with  ii^  upon  the  petition  of  the  penenawjMi 
hava  daelaiadt  themselves  injured  by  ita  mtr- 
crtion  ;  such  mode  of  seeking  redress  rather 
teod»  to  perpeluaUe  the  grievance  of  which  we; 
complaia."  In  another  part,  he  laya^  **  Wilhi 
respect  to  effecting  the  reform  in  questipn,  II 
own  I  feel  strung,  ol^ectiuns  tp  the  idefk<)fi 
comphuninft        Uouae  of  ^mmoi^  by  pa^ 
tition.  If  tne  pftmpt  mode  of  delegation  aan* 
swer  not  the  purpose  of  its  institution,  it  iat 
the  proper  o^ce  ol  the  person?  immediately; 
interested  (that  is  to  say,  theconstituent  bodyj^ 
to  form  a  plan  for  its  amendment."    By  the 
constituent  body,  I  take  it,he  means  the  greab 
body  of  the  people.  Inanollm'  part^  he  says^ 
vol.  1.  page  1C2.  *'  Are  our  hopes ot  reforma«! 
tion  then  still  to  depend  u{>on  parliament?—* 
Vpoi^  that  parhaoicnt,  whicli  it  ought  to 
the  ffurpoM  eC  every  friend  to  his  country  tgi 
reform:  a  parliament  which  can  only  be  r#» 
formed  by  a  recurrence  .to  the  priociple%e£ 
Ike  constitution,  and  the  strenuous  cxeriioaaa^ 
the  collective  Ijody  of  the  people?  Il  is  strange, 
as  an  able  man  well  observes,  that  it  shall  d« 
allowed  to  the.  representative  to  maiBeeveT3i^ 
innovatamintliacan^ilutioo  that  sclfishne&s 
and  treason  can  suggest,  and,  at  the  sama 
time,  to  hesitate  whei|ier  the  constituent  baa. 
a  right  to  reform  whaV4he  villany  of  the  seiw 
vant  hath  deranged  "     And  again,  p.  166. 
**  Legislation  is  ines>umaUc  in  the  possession  o£ 
the  posscesor;  the  partfllliided  to  will  neW 
consent  to  accept  what  we  term  a  reasonable 
compensation  lor  borough    interest,  until 
thereto  compelled  by  the  power  of  the  people* 
And  farther,  he  says,  page  171."  The  opinion, 
should  be  inculcated  that,  if  the  people  would 
have  their  buvness  well  done^  thev  must  do  it 
tbemwlvei— they  roust  bttia  by  puttins 
themselves  in  posbession  01  the  right  ofsui- 
fragf,  onthe  same  principles  as  they  would 
abate  a  nuisanoe,  or  demolish  an  indosure, 
made  on  acenoion,  wituout  legal  right.  Nor 
does  such  ai^  aa  imply,  hut  catbef  eichule. 

«  «T|iaiight9  on  the  Cause  of  the  Present' 
Diicontcoabkr.'  JMm^i  WorEi^  VfiL  9^^,90^ 
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vidtenee.    A'dectoration  to  parliBiiieiHv  from  *  he  sav^, «  The  great  tcv<ilBft»B  wIliA  seems 

the  present  non  rlfrfr^rs,  ihat  thry  are  unre-   preparing  in  the  western  worlr!,  mnv  probably 
presented,  and,  tiieretore,  under  no  oblitatiun  cooduce,  and  who  knows  but  it  is  dcsizpcd 
to  pay  taxesv  wuM  be  a  sufliciefit  hmt  m  to  accelerate,  the  fiill  of  tMs  tboniiiiiMB  t^** 
times  when  therr  ]■-.  so  iircat  an  inabilily  to   ranny;  and  when  this  contest,  and  the  pa«> 
P«f  tliero."    And  tarll>er,  he  says,  page  43 sions  that  attend  it,  are  no  n^ore,  there  will 
**  When  the  ordinary  delegation  ce'%ses  to  ex-   succeed  a  season  for  reflecting,  whetto  a  le»* 
press  the  people's  will,  are  the  Commons  of  gislature  which  had  so  long  teotiCaaariainiet 
this  country  altogether  destitute  of  conslitu-   to  the  support  of  an  institution  so  repletewith 
Uonal  resource?   When  such  doctrines  are  human  misery,  was  fit  to  be  trusted  with  an 
Cfeiily  oiBiptoined,  it  becomes  us  not  to  res-  empire,  the  tnowt  extensive  that  ever  obt^ned* 
96n  bultoact."  And  t';irihnr,page468,  •  Let  an    in  any  a^c  or  qn;irter  of  the  vortd Tn  the 
uoprejudtcedper90Qcon!:ullthepoliticaldii»qni-  chapter  intittiled,    Duty  of  Subint&siou  Kx- 
sltMMMofthenteexcetlentMr  Burgh;  let  him   plained,"  he  puts  the  ca!>e  of  a  diiierence  in 
aUend  to  ficUt,  which  rou9t  have  faileo  within  the  nation^  and  determines,  after  LodOf  m 
his  proper  know  Irdire ;  and  he  may  pos-sibly   what  manner  it  shall  he  settled, 
be  mclincd  to  duubt  whether  an  English      "  Hut  who  shall  judge  of  this?  Everr  man 
House  of  CotnmiMM  ts  in  being  at  this  instant.  •  for  himself.   In  contentions  between  the  a^- 
Let  him  t!trti  hU  attention  to  "the  rising  spirit  vcrciun  and  the  suhjert,  the  parties  acknoww- 
of  this  much  msidted  nation ;  and,  it  is  j>os&i-  ledge  no  common  arbitrator,  and  it  would  be  ' 
Ue,  he  may  eoncefve  that  the  present  m  the  |  absm^  to  eommf t  the>deenmn  to  tfemae  wboit' 
motneni  for  giving  existence  to  such  a  body;  '  conduct  has  provoked  thequestion,  and  whose' 
and  thot  this  mij^ht  be  effected  by  meastires  '  own  interest,  authority,  and  fj^te.  nrr  imme- 
perfectly  constitutional  ;irui  pacific.'*     And   djatclv  concerned  in  it.    1  iic  d^iii^cr  oi  error 
a»ain,  page  696.    *'  Pettttun  seems  to  ac- |  and  abnse,  is  DO  Objeetimi  to  the  rule  of  es* 
Koowlcdije  a  power  in  the  Hou^^e  of  Corn-*  pcdicncy,  because  every  nrhpr  rale  ts  liable  to 
mons  oi  rejecting  your  suit.    It  transfers  the  ;  the  same  or  |;reaters  and  every  rule  that  can 
aOttibrity  fwm  tlie  senders  to  the  sent  It ,  be  proponnded  tipon  the  stibjeci  (Ufce  all  rales 
suppose*;,  in  the  tnaiorrty  of  the  Tlotfse,  a  dig-  '  wlurh  appral  to  or  bind  llir  ron<r  icnce)  roust, " 
Bily  and  independence,  which  the  nature  of  in  the  application,  depend  \ipon  private  judg-' 
the  petition  evidently  imphes  they  do  not   ment.    It  may  he  observed,  however,  that  it 
possess.   It  calls  upon  them  to  reform  them- '  ought  equally  to  be  accounted  the  exercise  of 
s»-Ivo«»,  w]vrh  a  corrnpt  body  of  men  nevet  a man'sprivatejudgmcntwhethcrhe  bedcter- 
did  nor  can  do."   And  again,  p.  454.  **  It  was  I  mined  by  reasonings  and  conclusions  of  h&' 
tlso  tHth'diffetthy;  I  persuaded  myself  to  I  own,  or  lulnnit  tt>  Se  direeted  by  the  sdvin* 
adopt  a  My!<-,  in  iny  Mea  too  bvimble  for  siuh  '  ofothers,  provided  he  be  free  t©  ' 


an  otcas'on,  in  an  address  to  the  servants  of ;  guide 
the  people; '  Id  a' body  of  men,  of  whom  I  vc- 1  And  agahi,  jpage  434 1  •  If  public  exp» 
rily  Relieved,  the  m«j«.»rily  had  already,  in  the  :  diency  be  the  foundation,  it  is  also  the  mea* 
short  juriod  that  tiad  elapsed  sin^  e  fheir  cT^f  -  sure  of  civil  obedience — that  the  obligations 
tion,  ntore  tiim  once  manifesletl  an  utter  dis-  ;  of  subiects  and  sovereigns  are  reciprocal — 
regard  (o  the  interest  6f  tHeir  constituents.**  \  that  the  duty  of  allegiance,  whether  it  hi 
And  a^atn,  p.  524.  **'Wiih  re<ip'Tt  to  the  '  founded  in  utility  or  compact,  is  neither  unli- 
mode  ot  elfecting  the  reform  in  Question,  I  i  mited  or  unconstitutiunal->-lliat  peace  may 
jOwd,  I  feel  strong  objedfons  to  the  idea  off  be  purchased  too  dear^-thatpitieneebeeemet 
applying  to  the  Mouse  of  Commons  l»y  peti-  culpable  pusillanimity,  when  it  serves  only  to 
fjon.  ft  the  prc<em  ttiode  of  delectation  an-  !  encotira»e  our  niler*;  tu  inrr^nise  our  burther?, 
sweis  U  jI  the  purpo>c  of  its  insliluliun,  it  is  ;  or  to  bind  it  the  lastcr — thai  tlie  submia&ioo 
the proprr  office  of  the  persons  immediately  I  whidi  sttrrendefBihe  liber^ofs  mttkn^wA' 
intcTcsU  «1  (in  \\,v  ct)!i-tiiuent  body)  to  Ibrm  a  '  ert  ith  «l.iver\'  upon  fntitrc  gener?.tK)n<e,  tk  tlH 

joined  by  no  law  of  national  ntoraiay/" 


plan  ot  lis  amendment 
Su<!h  were  the  sentiments  of  Dr.  Jebb,  the 

i1!n virions  friend  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox  ;  a 
gentleman,  univcrsilly  rc*pected  for  the 
lftmiiblcl)e^s  of  his  private  character,  and  ad 


And  again,  p.  40.5 1  *  There  ft  notfch^  fa ' 

the  TJrilisli  constitiiTion  so  rcm:irk:iblt^  a-;  th*-  ' 
irregularity  of  the  popular  rcprcscntattoo. 
The  House  of  Commons  consists  of  558  Q>em«  " 


Qlbed  for  his  great  learning,  and  a  profe^or   bcr^,  of  whom  «00  ate  elected  by  7,000  con- 


m  the  itntvcr?ity  nf  (  niibridge.  He  after 
wards  arte<l  ns  a'  phy'>irtan  in  Ix)ndon,  and 
died.  I  lirve.'imtveVsany're^tted. 

Here  is  :j!vo  a  wi.i'k  of  archncacon  Paley  on 
Moral  l'liih»ophy,  aird  it  is  dedicated  to  the 
parent  of  Mr.  Law,  the  eotmsel  for  thisprose* 
cutlun.  I>r.  P.iley  is  certainly  no  male  con- 
lent,  for  !  Trad  the  olh/r  flay  in  the  news- 
papers, ll»al  he  hud  atiuthcr  promotion  of 

1,000/.  a  year  in  the  church,  which  I  think 
iie  well  desoves.  $pealuDgiifiMi^«livei7, 


litnent";  ?o  that  a  mr^jorily  of  these  7^000, 
without  any  reasonable  tJtle  to  superior 
weight  and  hifluencein  the  state,  may,  under' 
certain  circumstances,  decide  a  question 
antnsi  the  opinion  of  wmny  ntUioas.  Or  t» 
place  the  tame  ot^t  in  anottier  point  of* 
view;  if  my  estate  be  situated  in  one  county 
of  the  kingoom,  I  possess  the  ten  thotis.tnfftn  • 
part  of  a  representative :  if  m  aiioUicr,  Ltic 
thousandth;  if  in  a  parlkiilir4lielric«,  1  ra^ 
be  one  iB  SO  whD  choeee  mo 
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more  fsveuMd  ipot,  t  may  enjor 
^lithltff  appointing  two  nij^f.  It  I  have 
been  born  or  dwel),  or  have  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship in  one  town,  I  am  represented  In 
the  nattonai  assembly  by  taw  de^oties,  in  the 
choice  of  whom  I  exercise  an  actual  and  sen- 
sible share  of  power:  if  actident  has  thrown 
my  birth,  or  htUtctloB,  or  amiccf  iAta  tncH 
*ber  town,  I  have  no  representative  at  all, 
nor  atiy  more  power  or  concern  in  the  elec- 
tion of  those  who  make  the  laws  by  which  I 
am  flomned,  than  if  I  «•§  subject  to  the 
prand  seignior."  —  He  "says  farther,  '*  No 
usage,  law,  or  authority  whatever  is  so  bind- 
Mig,  that  H  need  or  .Mgbt'te  fee  cwilimied, 
■when  it  may  be  changed  with  advatitHge  to 
the  community.  The  family  of.  the  prmce, 
the  order  of  succession,  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  the  form  and  part  of  the  l^gUlatnre, 
together  with  the  respective  power,  offire, 
iloration,  and  mutual  dependency  ot  the  se- 
eenil  parti^  are  all  only  so  nelly  lewa,  ma*' 
ttiable  like  other  laws,  whenever  expediency 
reqture^  either  by  the  ordinary  act  of  the  le- 
tlewldfe»er  l»3r  the  InteriHMlfMii  «r  the  pen. 
ple.»' 

I  will  next  read  you  an  extract  from  sir 
George  Savilc's  letter  to  his  constituents,  the 
eleelers  of  the  county  of  York.  It  is  intituled, 
"  An  Addres*  to  the  Clergy,  Gentlemen, 
and  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  York ;" 
aid  if  dated  at  NewceetiksuponTyne,  Sep- 
tember 5,  1780.  — "  But  under  ail  these 
dishearteumg  circumstances,  I  could  yet 
entertain  a  cheerful  hope,  and  undertake 
^pdo  \jae  commission  Mt}\h  alacrity,  as  welt 
as  real,  if  I  coiild  see  any  effectual  steps 
taken  to  remove  the  origin.il  ca^i^c  of  the  mis- 
thief.  Then  would  there  be  a  hope. 

"Till  the  purity  of  the  constituent  body, 
attd  thereby  that  of  the  representative  be  res- 
tSMd, -there is  none.  .     ^  .. 

*'  While  the  electors  sell  their  voices  to  the 
member,  and  the  member  distresses  his  for- 
tuDc  to  buy  Ihem,  parhament  M^Hl  be  the 
purchase  of  the  minister.  ParHameai»nietf 
will  find  ways  of  partakinq  other  advantages 
than  merely  their  share  in  common  with 
yours,  ef  tbem  good  nmillliip  whkh  they 
shall  promote,  and  of  (hose  good  )aws  which 
they  shall  enact  for  your  government  and 
thwrown;  and  the  modem  improved  arts  of 
convption,  by  contmcta^  Mbibriptton^  and 
jobs,  IS  attended  with  this  perverse  and  vexa- 
tioos  coaseqiience,  thai  their  b^ne^t  is  not 
•Bty  MWimnected  with  yours;-  ■hut  it  grows 
upon  jour  distress.  They  feed  on  tlie  cx« 
treme;  they  fatten  on  every  extravagance, 
th«l<art'and  til  canduct'ean  ingraft  on  the 
aainial  diadvantage  of  a  remote,  rash,  ill- 
AdH^ 'iiDpolitic,  and  unsucccss^il  war;  the 
liailOtf'B  direct  interest  (nay  his  safety) 
•Mim  while  requiring  him  to  pnsK  tiia  des- 
perate 2;dme.  and  even  in  seK-dence,  to  in- 
erease  that  very  expense  which  la  bis  crime ; 
t»  MMoeli  btnidi  Hill  daepw  in  cofmption, 
dnd  If^hMdloag  tad  liMi—ind  Mm* 
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ijuitx,  to  hare  the  means  of  jtiMiiying  to  tild 
faithful  Commons  his  former  misroanaseioent 
and  misdeeds.  Sec  where  thii  eiiai|^  bol 
forget  not  where  it  begins.        '  ' 

**  Bot  I  look  upon  restoring  election  and  ta^ 
presentation  io  some  degree  (for  I  expect  no 
miracles)  to  their  orisinal  purity,  to  be  that 
without  which  ^1  other  effectf  wiH  be  eria 
and  ri(ficulous.  The  tenant-right  or  good- 
will of  a  lease  of  three  years,  is  as  saleable  as 
that  of  a  Icu^e  of  seven.  It  will  find  its  price 
at  both  the  London  and  country  mancetK 
It  will  be  bought ;  it  will  be  sold.  The  mem- 
ber will  be  as  manageable,  if  the  constituent 
beas-^riittal ;  and  they  will  not  be  aftaid  to 
meet  at  m:irket  as  often  as  you  please. 

"  But  this  is  no  time  to  talk  of  small  rubs 
or  difficulties.  If  something  be  net  done,  you 
may  indeed  retain  the  outward  furm  of  yovi 
cons»ituiion,  but  not  the  power  thereof." 

In  his  celebrated  speech*  in  the  liouse  of 
Commons,  on  the  •motion  for  sending  tha 
lord  mayor  and  alderman  Oliver  to  the  Tower, 
for  protecting  the  printers  a^inst  the  Serjeant 
oftne  Bf^se  of  Comnwos  in  the  year  1770, 
he  declares ;  "  This  House  hath  betrayed  the 
rights  of  the  people."  He  was  called  lo  order. 
Air.  Serjeant  Glynn  defended  the  words.  Mr. 
Burke  likewise,  with  great  spirit,  defended 
sir  George  Savile,  and  called  upon  the  mi- 
nistry to  ptmish  sir  George  if  the  accusation 
was  nhe ;  and  said,  thatlf  a  (Use  abd  tmjasi 
charge  had  been  made,  the  gentleman  who 
made  it  ought  to  be  6e;it  to  the  Tower;  but 
added,  that  the  Ministers  •were  conscious  of 
the  tr\ith  of  tiie  assertidn;  and  therefore,  in 
a  tame  and  cowardly  manner,  couched  under 
it.  He  said,  the  people  abhorred  the  present 
ministry,  and  asked  the  speaker  if  the  dwif 
dill  not  tiemble  under  nim.  Towards  the 
conclusion  of  the  debate,  sir  George  Savile 
stood  up  again,  and  (tedared,  that  he  was  ai 
cool  as  before,  more  80  he  could  not  be ;  and 
adfled  from  Shakespeare,  *  Bring  roe  the  test, 

*  and  1  the  matter  will  reword,  which  mad- 

*  tlese^ld  gambol  from;'  therefore,  stands 
in^  tip  ill  my  place  as  member  for  the  county 
of  York,  I  do  declare  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mdns'liie  b^ttayed  the  rights  of  the  nattoa.** 
No  notice  wias  taken  of  the  words. 

<'  We  (the  House  of  Commons)  are  suffi* 
ciently  obnoxious,  sufficiently  detestable,  to 
the  nation  already;  and  if  we  have  no  regard 
to  the  city  magistrates,  we  should  at  least 
have  some  little  considerHtion  for  ourselves. 

*'  Since  I  \m*t  the  honour  (says  a  ypealrar 
on  the  same  occasionf)  I  should  say  the  dis- 
honour, of  sitting  in  this  House,  I  have  been 
witness  lo  many  stranee,  many  infamous 
transactkms.  W  hat  ein  oe  your  intention  ia 
altacldng  all  honour  and  virtue?    Do  yon 

*  Thia  statement  is  not  correct.  The  d*> 
fendant  appears  to  have  ronfoundcd  two  dif- 
ferent debates ;  see  the  New  Pari.  Hist.,  VoU 

16,  p^j^6»B,<i     dad  VoL  it,  p.  M 
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nMOAio  brirvg  all  men  to  a  level  with  your* 
MlveSy  aud  to  extirpate  all  honour  and  inde- 
peedooce?  Perhaps  you  may  imagine  a  vote 
will  settle  the  whole  controversy.  Alas!  you 
are  not  aware  that  the  manner  in  which  yuur 
vatQ  is  proniced  is  a  secret  to  no  man.  Listen, 
for  if  you  are  not  totally  oallous,  if  your  con- 
sciences are  not  searea,  I  will  speak  dag- 
goes  to  your  bouls,  and  wake  you  to  ail 
Uie  hells  of  guilty  recollection.  I  will 
(allow  you  with  whips  and  stings,  through 
cv«ry  maze  of  your  unexampled  turpitude,  and 
pUiit  eternal  thorns  under  the  rose  of  minis- 
Ucial  approbation.  You  have  flagrantly  vio* 
Utodjuaice,  and  the  law  of  the  land,  and 
opened  a  door  for  anarchy  and  confusion. 
ii(tAr  a&sumingan  arbitrary  dominion  uver  law 
and  justict,  you  issue  orders,  warrants,  and 
proclamations,  against  every  opponent,  and 


can  by  right  take  from  me  whoo  he  pUai£% 
without  my  consent;''  and  who  farther  d^-^ 
clarcs,  tliat  "  governments  cannot  be  su^h 
ported  without  great  diargr,  and  it  is  fiteverj^ 
one  who  enjoys  his  share  of  the  protectkiOg 
should  pay  out  of  his  estate  his  proportioa  for. 
the  maintenance  of  it.  But  still  it  must  b« 
with  his  own  consent  (i.  ^)  the  consent  <^ 
the  majority,  givinp;  it  either  by  thenu«lvi|%| 
or  their  ^ep^c^entatives  chosen  by  them;  ra|| 
if  any  one  shall  claim  a  power  to  lay  end  levjy 
taxes  on  the  people  by  their  own  authority,, 
and  without  such  consent  of  the  people,  tb^ 
thereby  invade  llie  fundamental  law  of  pro- 
perly, and  subvert  the  end  of  govemmrni . 
for  what  property  have  I  in  that  which  ano- 
ther may  by  right  take  when  he  pleases  tO' 
himself?"*  I  follow  the  late  lorxl  CbaLbam, 
when  he  asserted,  in  the  energy  of  justicf. 


send  prisoners  to  your  bastile  all  those  who  that  to  be  taxed  without  being  represented,  i« 


have  the  courage  aud  virtue  to  defend  the 
freedom  of  their  country.  But  it  is  in  vain  that 
you  hope,  by  fear  and  terror,  to  extinguish  the 
native  British  6re.  The  more  sacrinccs,  the 
more  martyrs  you  make,  the  more  numerous 
the  sons  of  liberty  will  become.  They  will 
multiply  like  the  hydra,  and  hurl  vengeance 
upon  your  heads.  Let  others  act  as  they  will; 
wnile  I  have  a  tongue  or  aii  arm,  they  shall 
be  free  ;  and  that  I  may  not  be  a  witness  of 
tliese  monstrous  proceedings,  I  will  leave  the 
House ;  nor  do  I  doubt  but  every  indepen- 
dent, every  honest  man,  every  friend  tu  Eng- 
land, will  fuLIow  me.  These  walls  arc  unholy, 
baleful,  deadly,  while  a  prostitute  majority 
holds  the  bolt  of  parliamentary  power,  and 
burls  its  vengeance  only  upon  llie  virtuous. 
To  yourselves,  therefore,  I  consign  you— enjoy 
your  Pandemonium." — Gentlemen,  I  leave 
you  to  consider  these  cxpre&.'«?ions  of  sir  George 
baville  and  the  others,  used  in  the  House  of 
Commons  itself.  1  have  employed  none  so  ve- 
bemcnt,  although  my  principles  are  the  same 
as  those  of  the  6rst  literary  men  of  the  country, 
and  grounded  on  notions,  not  of  my  own  con- 
viction, simply  of  the  necessity  of  a  reform, 
in  a  boui«  ^hcrc  3fir  members  are  returned 
by  2611  persons,  but  upon  the  concurring 
opinions  of  the  must  splendid  orators,  the 
deepest  rcasoncrs,  the  best  men  ;  on  aulho- 
riti<ls,  in  other  respects  tlxe  most  opposite,  on 
the  coincidence  of  every  public  meeting  of 
tlie  people  which  has  been  (leld  for  years  past. 
Such  opinions  could  not  have  been  prompted 
by  any  cold  principle,  but  fortified  by  such 
precedents,  formed  an  animating  spring  of 
action.  So  fur  indeed  from  equality  of  suf- 
frage being  a  complete  departure  from  the 
fundamental  articles  of  the  British  constitu- 
tion, I  maintain  that  the  spirit,  the  history, 
the  philosophy,  the  t>cst  authorities,  and  every 
thing  but  the  practice  of  that  constitution, 
Msert  it,  I  cannot  then  be  considered  as  an 
inoovator,  nor  can  I  boast  of  being  the  ori- 
ginal of  such  principles  ;  but  I  follow  the  im- 
mortal Mr.  X/>cke,  when  he  declares,  that  "  I 
have  truly  no  property  in  that  which  another 


contrary  to  the  maxims  of  the  law,  and 
first  principles  of  the  constitution.    I  fq^M 
lord  Camden,  when  he  said  that  taaatioo  aaa 
representation  are  inseparable:  and,  lastij, 
judge  Blackstone,  when  he  declared,  wilk 
dignity  and  legal  erudition,  "  that  the  Com- 
mons consist  of  all  such  men  of  any  property 
in  the  kingdom  as  have  not  seats  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  every  one  of  which 
voice  ia  pariiameut,  either  personally  of  \tf 
his  rcpresent;itives.   In  a  free  state,  cveij 
man  who  is  supposed  a  free  agent,  ought  to 
be  in  some  measure  his  own  governor. 
therefore,  a  br<inch,  at  least,  of  the  i^iaJatt|% 
power  sluaild  reside  in  the  whole  bodjr  of 
people." 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  a.<ik,  whether  a  brandy 
of  legislative  power  does  actually  reside 
the  whole  body  of  the  people,  accordio^m 
the  definition  which  those  great  chaxvclere 
have  given  of  the  British  constitution  \  A  p^^ 
tition  nas  been  presented  by  men  of  the  £c|| 
rank  and  respectabihty  in  the  country,  asao- 
cialed  for  the  purpose  of  parliamenlai^  ■»> 
form,  and  who  are  justly  called  Lbe  Fneodbl 
of  the  People ;  iirom  which  it  appears,  to  ooi 
misfortune,  that  a  very  many  mcmlxn^  siU 
by  rotten  boroughs,  constitute  a  mifjority 
the  House  of  the  people;  their  petition  if 
upon  record ;  it  is  enregistcred  upon  the  Jour* 
nals  of  tho  House  ot  Couimous  il»clf ;  end 
their  object  was  lughly  praise- worthy ;  for,  I 
believe,  that  until  Uie  disfranchising  statMl* 
of  Hen.  Gth,  the  practice  was  built,  iq  a  great 
degree,  on  personal  repres<;^tation;  and*  X 
still  think,  toat  its  spirit  is  the  same.  T\^m 
principles,  so  coni^enial  to  the  nature  of  %£np« 
people,  and  so  essential  to  their  happine<% 
were  illustrated  on  the  pUiins  of  Auienok 
For  an  attempt  to  defend  these  prindplca,  Ml4 
to  raise  Uie  spirit  of  reform,  a  nutter  ot  ae- 
knowledgod  necessity,  the  lion-rage  of 
enemies  hath  been  awakened,  luul  I  afi 
brought  before  you  under  the  sweeping  cruQ»* 
nation  of  every  man  su!>p«cted  of  wb^uof  * 
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TI^OTc  Who  havr  first  deflowered  the  constitu- 
tion, and  altcrwards  prostituted  it  for  sale. 
Vrfab  Are  tliie  traitors?  Hiose  who  bate  wick- 
^l^pldtU^  th«  combination  bf  one  part  of 
*lhe  "|^op!c  ngain^l  the  other,  and  lighted  up 
disiinioo  in  society;  those  who  have  at  first 
^elMirtttt  'the  j>eople,  aflervrxrds  petted  thero, 
*s6d  hovr  threaten,  withl6ill  ittbeiug  Ihem 
into  the  constiltition. 

Oentfemeii,  llicleiltMie  litt  fa  the 
^Mclion  on  nature  of  la^s  in  ^otfil^ 
*'  TIic  cortstiUtVional  government  of  this  island 
is  so  admirably  tempered  and  compounded, 
*fMt«othm!v  can  endanger  or  hurt  it,  but  by 
^ffestfoying  the  eqnilibrium  of  power  between 
We  branch  of  the  legislature  and  the  rest 
Vftr  If  tverftuhonM  happen' dtittb«  ifidepen- 
deneeof  any  of  the  three  should  be  lost,  or 
tfmt  it  should  hecome  subservient  to  the  views 
«f  either  of  the  other  two,  there  would  soon 
Itt'ab  end  of  our  constitation.  The  legisla- 
't%rrc  wmild  be  changed  firora  that  which  was 
«riginaii;r  set  up  by  the  general  consent  and 
lAmnetrtfel'acttfr  the  society;  sod  sutb  t 
change,  however  effected,  Is,  according  to 
Mr.  Locke  (whoi,  perhaps,  carries  bis  theory 
Witai),  tt  once  nn  entire  dlssolutton  of  the 
%and!>  of  government,  and  the  people  are 
thereby  reduccfl  to  a  stale  of  anarchy,  with 
liberty  to  consiiiuie  to  themselves  a  new  le- 
^ifAHIxm  power."  And  again,  he  says,  vol.  1. 
p  045 — Indeed,  it  is  found  by  experience, 
that  whenever  the  constitution  oppression^ 
Mb  tfP  th«  foreietni  power,  adnm^e  wHb 
gigantic  strides,  and  threaten  dissolution  to 
ft  state*  mankind  will  not  be  reasoned  out  of 
the  feeling  of  hunianily ;  nor  will  sacrifice 
fMr  Tiberty  by  a  scrupulous  adherence  to 
Vbiie^litical  niaximf,  which  were  originally 
Mtablished  to  preserve  it.  In  these,  there- 
in, or  other  cireutnstanees,  'wbieh  a  fertile 
imaginatinn  may  furnis!>,  since  both  law  and 
liiatory  are  silent,  it  becomes  us  to  be  silent 
IM;  waving  to  future  generations,  whenever 
iWfcessity  and  the  safely  of  the  whole  shall  re- 
<|tjfrc  it,  the  exertions  of  lho«;e  inherent 
(though  latent)  powers  of  society,  whicit  no 
Vlifltate,  no  time,  no  constiiuiiun,  nor  eon- 
tya<?t,  ran  ever  destroy  or  diminish.'* 

Gemleroen,  there  is  another  idea,  which, 
•f  Ibelf,  stifflcicntly  justifies  the  doctrine  of 
dnal  representation,  and  which  I  have  al- 
HAys  regarded  of  mighty  consequence  in  the 
#»mYatiun  of  laws,  and  in  the  infliction  of 
flinishments,  which,  I  believe,  hath  not  been 
sufficiently  considered,  even  by  the  most  zca- 
loftts  advocates  of  poinilar  rights.  It  is  this, 
IKM  lav^aiwot  mad^  fbr  the  pleasure  of 
maViriL'  tlirwi,  l-tit  they  arise  from  necessity, 
and  arc  invented  for  the  good  government  ot 
ttMse  who  are  Iwiind  bv  them.  It  is  just, 
fterefore,  that  tiiose  wiio  arc  to  be  made 
f?able  16  puni^jment,  should  not  only  he  made 
acquainted  with  the  law  itself  which  punishes, 
but  should  also  jgive  their  consent  to  such  a 
lMli -wiilMiit  ivliicl^tlM*rie|itof  "pODislimctii 

I 


TI109 


beeotawsT^to  iMun'Unimptieh    power ;  bu^ 

the  consent  of  the  people  to  them  roaVes  obe- 
dience to  law  a  principle  Of  tnonU  obl^tion^ 


and  tlie*lnfttetion  of  it  a  tiolatltfn 

cial  compact ;  and  this  is  the  only  ground  on 
which  the  right  of  punishment  can  he  legi- 
timated or  justified.  This  reasoning  can  never 
be  sufBcien^  mppredited;  and  upon  tt,t 
think,  the  greatest  interests  of  society  ought 
to  b^  determined;  and,  I  ara  happy,  that  qb 
this  oeeashm,  I  can  again  eall  In'the'altf  fail 
wish  to  do  upon  all  ocmions)  of  one  of  our 
first  constitutional  lawyefs,  Mr.  Justice BTacIt- 
stone,  vol.  iv.  p.  8^  who  says,  "  The  lat^ful- 
ness,  therefore,  of  punishing  such  criminally 
is  founded  upon  this  principle,  that  the  law 
by  which  they  sufler.  was  made  by  their  own 
consent;  it  Is  part  6f  the  original  coiitcact 
into  which  they  ehttrcd  when  first  they  en- 
gaged in  society;  it  was  calculated  for,  and 
has  long  contributed  to,  their  own  security. 
This  light,  thfetefbfe,' being  thus  conferred  by 
universal  coflsenl,  gives  lo  the  stale  exactly 
the  same  pow^r,  and  no  more,  over  all  its 
nentbers,  as  each  individual  member  liad 
tura!!^*  over  himself  or  olh^s.** 

This  just  maxim  of  policy  receives  a  iar- 
(ber  conftrmatioii  trita  the  tentimenf  qT  ibal 
illustrious  philosoplier,  wtiose  book  on  Crimea 
and  Punishments,*  you  will  find,  J  never 
ceased  to  recommend  in  roy  fugitive  address^ 
to  the  public  attention.^ 

Thus,  gentlemen,  it  is  evident,  asafuoda- 
mental  prmciple  of  legislation,  that  every  man 
bas  not  oiity  a  deep  alake^  but  an  equal  prol> 
pcrty  in  the  laws  which  he  is  lo  obey. 

Gentlemen,  emboldened  by  the  language 
of  all  our  great  men,  and  by  the  practice  of 
all  those  who  have  been  deemed  patriots,  t 
have,  in  an  liumble  degree,  been  the  advocate 
of  e<)ual  representation  and  short  parliameQla, 
These  riehts  I  bave  deduced  from  preoe» 
flrnls,  although  I  might  have  defended  them 
on  reason  and  the  analogies  of  histonr.  Bu( 
notwithstanding  I  consider  them  as  tne  basif 
of  our  ancient  constitution,  yet  I  would  never 
provoke  their  adoption  from  the  derivative 
claim  of  precedent^  fur  neither  the  coucea* 
ftions  nor  tne  prcjudKes  of  ancestors^-ttettlwr 
their  unruly  temper  nor  their  servility,  Mf 
the  encroachments  of  ancient  kiossj,  can  enoj 
stitnte  any  precedents  against  the  natural 
rights  of  mankind.  V^e  must  not  receive 
liberty  as  a  boon  or  as  a  legacy ;  it  is  the  iQ<f 
hcrent  properly  of  human  n;iture,  and  all  niei^ 
bave  a  right  to  assert  it  with  ardour  when  be* 
traycd  or  diminished;  and  they  arc  culpable, 
in  a  high  degree,  w  iicn  tiic^  neglect  it.  VV  hei^ 
rither  accident,  cunning,  force,  or  corruntioo, 
unhinge  the  form  of  a  government,  expedience 
only  is  to  he  considered  in  the  resettlement 
of  pubhc  afiairs,  and  those  who  best  providcl 
•gainst  future  evils,  by  such  a  settlement,  de< 
serve  the  most  applause.  For  such  an  at- 
tempt, it  is  true,  tlie  ghost  of  conspiracy  has 

•  VBeccaria. 
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tioD  is  eagerly  sought  a(\cr  by  that  crowd  of 
people,  ot  all  conditions  and  ranks,  who  have 
contracted  the  unTorlunate  habit  of  living  at 
the  expense  of  the  public,  without  serving;  it — 
who  subsist  upon  a  multiplicity  of  particular 
corruptions  and  abuses,  which  they  have  at 
length  accustomed  themselves  to  consider  as 
so  many  rights;  and  who,  alarmed  and  ter- 
rified, or  afft'cling  to  be  so,  hav«:  formed  a 
league,  powerful  by  its  numbers  and  the  viru- 
lence of  its  cla'inours  against  the  best  friends 
of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  our  country; 
but,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  by  vour  verdict 
they  will  acquire  a  lesson  of  wlncli  they  seem 
to  stand  much  in  need.  You  will  teach  those 
who  have  nothing  but  power  on  their  side  to 
be  silent  when  reason  speaks,  and  not  to  at- 
tempt to  drown  the  voice  of  the  prople  amid 
the  din  of  corruption,  nor  to  deny  their  rom- 
petence  to  assert  or  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of 
lining  under  the  ancient  laws  of  the  laud. 

Gentlemen,  arms  have  been  mentioned ; 
and,  to  close  the  scene,  pikes  have  been  ex- 
hibited. You  will  observe  that  the  indict- 
ment states,  first,  the  design  to  traduce  and 
vilify  the  lluube  of  Commons,  as  a  pre-con- 
certed plan.  Secondly,  an  assemblage  of 
people  m  order  to  give  countenance  to  that 
design.  Thirdly,  Incendiary  expressions  em- 
ployed to  promote  that  purpose ;  and,  lastly, 
to  move  ihe  people  to  riots  and  tumults,  for 
which  they  arc  instigated  and  advised  to  pro- 
vide themselves  with  arms  and  offensive  wea- 
pons; it  was  therefore  necessary  to  introduce 
iialf-a-duzen  pikes,  in  order  to  give  solemnity 
to  the  close  of  the  probeculion.  It  would 
seem  as  if  I  intended  to  ridicide  you,  or  to 
insult  your  understandings,  were  1  to  occupy 
any  portion  of  your  time  in  what  has  not 
been  proved  home  to  me  ;  and  what,  if  proved, 
woidd  be  jvistified  by  the  laws  of  the  land! 
The  indictment  states,  that  these  weapons 
were  constructed  for  ortensive  purposes;  on 
the  contrary,  the  evidence  for  the  crown  have 
sworn  directly  that  the  sole  object  of  their  in 
vention  was  defence :  how,  therefore,  was  it 
possible  fur  me  to  negative  what  hath  not 
been  substantiated?  llow  is  it  possible  fiir 
any  man  to  imagine  that  those  who  are  em- 
ployed in  this  prosecution  meant  to  be  se 
rious,  when  weapons  of  defence  were  intro- 
duced as  fit  oljccts  for  rrinnnation'  Every 
subject  ir.  this  country  is  entitled  to  the  pos- 
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been  conjured  up  against  me,  and  my  destruc-  |  and  last  auxiliary  right  of  the  subject  that  I 

shall  at  present  mention,  is  that  of  having 
arms  for  their  defence,  suitable  to  their  cou- 
dition  and  degree,  and  such  as  are  allowed  by 
Liw  ;  which  is  aUo  declared  bv  the  same  sta- 
tute, 1st  W.  and  M.  stat.  2,  chap.  2;  and  is 
indeed  a  public  allowance,  under  due  restric- 
tions, of  the  natural  right  of  resistance  and 
self-preservation,  when  the  sanctions  of  so- 
ciety and  laws  arc  found  insutBcicut  to  r»> 
/Strain  the  violence  of  oppression."  One  cir- 
cumstance is  to  be  remarked  from  this  pas- 
sage, that  the  people  are  to  have  a.rros  ^  ac- 
cording to  their  condition  and  degree  ;**  and 
the  arms  brought  before  you  this  day,  pre- 
cisely suit  the  condition  of  those  for  whom 
they  were  made;  and  are,  according  to  tht 
present  system  of  modern  tactics,  totally  ii>> 
adequate  to  offensive  purposes.  Next,  the 
very  persons  who  made  them  have  swum  liiat 
they  had  no  other  view  but  self-defence.  And, 
lastly,  they  arc  allowed  by  law,  because  tht 
silence  of  the  law  respecting  their  use,  is  a 
justification  of  the  right  of  possessing  tljem. 
Besides  the  great  authority  I  have  ju>t  brought 
forward,  I  could  show  you,  from  many  of  our 
ancient  lawyers,  and  more  especially  from 
lord  Lyttleton,  in  his  life  of  lien.  Snd,  who  has 
concentrated  in  one  point,  almost  all  that 
may  be  said  on  the  subject,  that  anns  were 
not  only  a  public  allowance,  but  that  those 
persons  who  were  not  in  possession  of  them, 
were  punished  by  the  law ;  besides,  as  no  act 
of  parliament  has  passe<l,  restrictive  of  that 


right,  it  is  a  fair  inference  that  the  people  of 
Sheffield  have,  in  this  instance,  nut  departed 
from  the  rules  of  law. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  now  gone  through  every 
part  of  the  indictment,  and  the  evideoct 
Drought  forward  to  support  it.  I  will  simpiT 
recapitulate  the  whole.  1  have  replied  to  the 
arguments  of  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution 
where  a  reply  was  necessary,  vindicating  oc- 
casionally the  public  cause,  asserting  the 
rights  of  our  commonwealth,  and  disproTiog 
some  of  his  positions,  which  appcare<l  to  mc 
incongruous  unsatisfactory,  and  fatal  to  our 

Colitical  interests.  The  indictment  hath  alM 
een  commented  upon  abstracicdly.  and  ai 
connected  with  the  evidence  intended  to  sup- 
port it.  I  have  announced  to  you  the  nature 
of  my  exculpatory  testimony,  which  I  shall 
introduce  to  invalidate  what  is  positively  false, 
to  rectify  what  is  erroneous,  and  to  clear  \xf 


session  of  anns  in  his  house,  for  the  purpose  |  what  is  (loubtlul,  as  wril  as  to  give  an  unequi- 


of  self  defence ;  nor  can  the  possession  of 
them  be  coiistrued  int<»  criminality,  unless  it 
be  prove<l  that  what  the  law  intends  for  the 
defence  of  his  property  and  family,  he  has 
employed  m  the  annoyane  e  of  his  fellow  citi 
lens;  at  Icasi  I  know  of  no  law  repugnant  to 
this  principle.  The  Bill  of  lliglits,  on  the  con- 


vocal  evidence  of  my  nnitbrm  udtuunitioos  m 
favour  of  sobriety,  peace,  and  good  order.  I 
still  maintain,  that  the  conspiracy  has  not 
been  made  out,  and  that  I  had  no  farther 
coinTnunicHtion  with  Mr.  Gales,  than  any 
other  n)an,  an  inhabitant  of  Shctiicld,  mi^lj 
have  had;  and  my  being  in  the  room  when 


trary,  asserts,  that  the  suhjpctsof  this  realm.  Gales  gave  the  resolutions  tuC'ainage,  can  bj 
beinc  Frolestanis,  have  a  ri;;ht  t«»  anus;  and  I  no  means  criminate  mr,  since  persuns  might 


Mr.  Justice  Blackstone,  af\er  having  recapitu- 
lated the  various  rights  of  the  subjcrt,  con- 
cludes ia  these  ompbatic  terms :— "  The  6th 


have  been  there  also  who  were  tuUilly  uocoa« 
nected  either  with  party  or  politics,  and  wh^o 
would  be  therefore  equally  culpable.  be* 
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ing  at  his  hoi^e  at  the  lime  when  Broorohead 
a&serts,  that  I  was  requested  by  biin  to  print 
my  speech,  is  no  proof  of  conspiracy,  unless 
"SAt.  Gales  had  the  power  of  the  talisman,  to 
couveri  evtry  luan  into  a  compirator  who 
V6al  under  the  roof  of  hit  house.  And  even 
^ropmhcad,  though  severely  pressed  by  the 
^unsel  for  the  prosecution  to  declare  that  I 
assented  tu  the  pubhcalion  of  the  Mpeech,  has 
folemnly  sworn,  that  although  repeatedly  re- 
quested by  Mr.  flalcs  so  to  do,  I  gave  no  an- 
swer, and  that  he  could  draw  no  inference 
(fominy conduct,  except,  ashe hasohsenred 
subjunctively,  in  his  own  peculiar  manner, 
V  Silence  |;avc  consent,  if  silence  gives  coq« 
aent'*  With  respect  to  Davison,  I  believe 
the  counsel  for  the  prosecution  are  ^lemsdves 
satisfied,  that  they  arc  unable,  in  any  re- 
spect, to  connect  him  with  mc.  I  have  also 
commented,  I  hone  suthciently,  on  that  part 
of  the  evidence  relatinL^  to  the  words  lihelled, 
and  on  the  shameful  aod  discreditable  iesti- 
noDy  given  by  Wreaks  and  Fridi.  I  hare 
iiot  neglected  to  profit  by  the  occasion  which 
this  injurious  prciseruliun  hath  given  mc  to 
inculcate  into  your  mind,  and  into  that  of  this 
respectable  auditory,  the  privileges  of  the 
subject  on  the  freedom  of  aiscussioo,  and  on 
the  liberty  of  the  press.  I  have  asserted  the 
dignity  of  the  human  character,  and  the  rights 
oflhe  l^unian  miiKl.  I  have  endeavoured,  as 
far  as  my  abilities  aud  strength  would  per- 
mit me.  to  proclaim  the  immutability  of  mo- 
ral truth,  so  necessary  to  man's  happiness, 
and  50  connected  with  the  first  principles  of 
morality.  I  have  endeavoured  also  to  vindi- 
cate ^e  British  constitution  in  its  purity,  and 
to  illustrate  bricily  that  magnanimous  govern- 
ment which  wc  derived  from  our  Saxon  fa- 
thers, and  from  the  prodigious  mind  of  the 
immortal  Alfred.  I  contide  to  your  prudence, 
moderation,  and  justice,  the  final  decision  on 
a  subject  which  has  occupied  time,  too  short 
indeed  for  my  justification,  but  too  long^  I 
fear,  for  your  patience. 

Gentlemen,  you  are  now  silting  in  judg- 
ment on  a  most  important  cause;  recollect 
the  whole  process  of  my  proscription,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  present  moment ;  recol- 
lect that  I  was  introduced,  300  miles  from 
tbbjdace,  while  languishing  myself  in  prison, 
as  a  principal  instrument  by  which  the  blood 
of  men,  since  deemed  innocent,  was  to  have 
been  shed ;  had  there  been  found  a  jiuy,  who, 
in  the  spirit  of  alarm,  would  have  convicted 
those  men,  it  is  more  than  probable  Uiat, 
•landing  as  I  now  do,  unbefriended,  and  for* 
saken  even  by  men  of  my  own  professions, 
the  partizan  of  no  faction  whatever,  I  should 
liave  fallen  a  victim  to  my  upright  intentions. 
J  should  have  been  left  to  have  been  my  own 
pilot,  to  have  foui^lit  my  own  battle,  and 
even  to  have  perished  without  being  regretted 
by  those  to  whom  I  am  known  only  in  the 
sunshine  of  prosprrity,  and  by  whom  I  am 
forgotten  when  overwhelmed  by  misfortune; 
jwt  a  tear  would  have  been  shed  but  by  those 
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of  my  own  family,  whocp  peace  of  mind,  and 
whose  domestic  happiness,  have  been  so  pain- 
fully suspended  aince  my  detentkn  in  thb 
castle.  I  should  have  been  left  to  have  strug- 
gled in  a  defence,  under  which  I  must  bavo 
stmk,  and  with  a  mass  olF  evidence,  under  Uie 
weight  of  which  even  innocence  itself  must 
have  been  crushed.  When  you  reflect  that  I 
have  been  long  sufi'ering  under  a  harsh  and 
dose  imprisooment,  exposed  to  the  oppro* 
krious  tonf»ue  of  calumny,  and  l.iul  open  to 
every  spectes  of  cruel  invective, 'without  beine 
alktweo  the  means  of  deftnce,  you  must  fe3 
no  small  degree  of  reluctance  before  you  can 
be  induced  to  give  a  verdict,  which  must  ex- 
pose me  to  the  vengeance  of  the  law,  cut  me 
ofl'  still  longer,  and,  from  my  state  of  health, 
perhaps  for  ever  from  society,  and  devote  mc, 
in  the  morning  of  hie,  to  pass  those  days  in  a 

f>rison,  which  ought  to  be  busily  employed  in 
aying  the  foundation  of  future  comfort  and 
trauQ  uil  1  i  ty .  VV  here,  indeed,  is  the  man  to  be 
found,  who,  at  such  a  season,  would  not  rather 
have  endured  a  long  imprisonment  of  five  or 
seven  years,  rather  than  have  lived  as  I  have 
done  so  long,  sinking  under  prejudices,  and 
with  the  scuTold  constantly  before  my  ^s  I 
Could  even  guilt  attach  itself  to  me,  my  suf- 
ferings have  been  greater  than  my  otfence* 
The  laws  of  every  social  institution  are  con* 
trivcd  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  crimes, 
rather  than  for  the  purpose  of  punishing;  indi- 
viduals ;  and  when  justice  smites  with  the 
rod,  it  is  for  example,  not  for  revenge.  But 
must  tho>;e  he  gratihcd  who  think  the  laws 
liave  been  outraged,  and  that  vengeance  must 
be  heaped  on  the  only  one  who  was  the  least 
capable  of  defending  himself;  the  only  one 
remaining  of  prosecutions  which  have  liaded 
in  tihdr  object;  the  only  one  indeed  who, 
under  similar  circumstances,  ever  came  into 
a  court  under  so  many  disadvantages,  alike 
pursued  by  inveterate  enemies,  and  aban- 
doned to  bis  fate  by  those  from  whom  he 
might  have  expected  better  things.  Will  my 
destruction  secure  order  in  the  state  ?  Will 
my  punishment,  admitting  that  I  have  not 
suffered  more  than  enough  already,  prevent 
those  insurrections  wliich  are  rtsaig  up  in 
every  part  of  the  country,  from  the  want  of 
the  first  articles  of  life,  and  from  that  com- 
plication of  misery  in  whirli  tliis  unjust  and 
unnatural  war  hath  involved  our  people? 
Permit  me  here  to  observe,  that  while  we  are 
blackened  as  seditious  conspirators,  while  I 
am  denounced  as  the  instigator  of  tumult  and 
huurrection,  the  town  of  Sheflidd,  when 
almost  every  part  of  England  hath  been  a 
scene  of  riot,  has  remained  in  the  most  per- 
fect tranquilhty,  obedient  to  exiitiug  laws, 
and  patiently  bearing  the  heavy  burthens 
which  the  necessity  ol  the  stale  hath  imposed 
upon  them.  There  has  not  been  one  in- 
stance of  tlie  most  partial  insurrection,  nut 
one  act  of  hostility  against  the  public  peace, 
nor  one  act  of  aggression  against  private  pro- 
perty. Ought  YOU  not  then  to  infer,  that  the 
4B 
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people  of  that  town  nre  nnl  indisposed  to  sub- 
Ofdinaiioo;  lhat  they  are  lovers  of  peace  and 
gpod  order;  asd  that,  if  they  difier  nviUi  your- 
selves on  the  subject  of  parliamentary  reform, 
they  would  not  wish  to  obtain  that  reform  by 
any  other  than  peaceable  means?  I  coal'e&s, 
tiMt  amidst  all  my  afflictions,  this  is  one  great 
source  of  consolalion;  it  speaks  more  for  me 
than  a  cloud  of  witnesses;  it  certifies  my  ge- 
neral character  and  conduct;  it  Justifies  my 
doctrines: — nnrl  T  mention  it  with  no  •^m all 
degree  of  exultation  and  triumph.  That  iu 
these  troublous  time^  when  eve^  part  of  the 
commonwealth  is  in  commotion,  I  should 
stand  here  charged  with  irritating  the  pas- 
sions of  the  people  of  ijheffield,  and  provok- 
int;  them  to  tmmiltiiotts  conduct  <a  town  too 
%vHich  has  bcm  stamped  ai^  the  marl  whence 
emanated  all  the  treason  of  the  land);  that  I 
should  stand  here,  I  say,  the  avowed  leader 
of  a  tumultuous  confederacy,  when  facts  speak 
the  direct  contrary',  is  an  event  a«?  astonishing 
as  it  is  inconsistent;  an  event  liiat  bespeaks 
my  defence  better  than  all  my  witnesses,  and 
honours  the  character  of  that  town  which  has 
t>eeR  so  much  belied  and  calumniated. 

These,  gentlemen,  are  etrong  arguments, 
and  I  trust  it  will  operate  powerful!)'  on  the 
minds  of  those  who,  from  a  black  and  malign 
spirit,  or  who  honestly  perhaps  have  origi- 
nated this  prosecution  against  me,  filial  to 
my  individual  interest,  my  happiness,  and  my 
future  prospects  in  life.  I  trust  it  will  recall 
them  to  a  moment  of  reflection ;  that  they 
will  consldrr  hmv  drradfiil  a  deed  It  is  to 
sacrifice  unprotected  mnocence,  harbouring 
no  dishonoivable  motives,  to  unmerited  pu- 
nishment. How  dreadful  a  deed  it  is,  to 
bring  an  individual  before  so  «olf?mn  a  tri- 
bunal as  Ihi"!,  accused  ol  intentions  and  crimes 
which  the  events  of  the  day  flatly  contradict. 
The  season  when  conscience  reproves  must 
c  jme,  though  late ;  then  must  they  determine 
whether  be  ought  to  have  been  pimished, 
because  thcv  were  alarmed ;  whether  he 
ought  to  sutifer,  because  they  were  safe ;  whe- 
ther pain  ought  to  be  inflicted  when  security 
was  undisturbed. 

Has  there  been  nny  insurrection  against 
the  government  of  the  country  ?  Have  those 
plots  which  fear  hath  fiibricated,  and  igno- 
rance believed,  1'  n  any  where  proved? 
Certainly  not — Why  then  do  stale  prosecu- 
tions rage  around  us }  Is  it  for  the  purpose 
of  continuing  delusion,  or  of  striking  terror? 
If  the  charinels  of  public  justice  be  rurrupted, 
if  ju>ticc  itself  be  converted  into  the  means 
of  revenge,  national  misery  is  axrivod  at  its 
lif  i^lil,  the  law?  intt  ruled  to  protect  mankind 
wili  become  instruments  of  tneir  destruction, 
the  havoc  of  the  innocent  mini  talce  place, 
and  the  most  dreadful  misfortunes  whicn  Can 
befal  a  nation  will  prevail. 

Gentlemen,  in  order  to  conciliate  the  aiiec- 
lioasof  the  people,  you  roust  perwade  them. 

><>u  nmtt  be  attentive  to  their  inteif«-f^,  anu 
they  wtil  not  only  love  but  obey  wiili  plca- 


sttre;  obedience  withotit  confidcDcc  is  but  a 
wretched  system  of  government.    It  is  but 
culpable  pusilhmtnuty.  This  trial  is  not  s 
simple  contention  of  property,  or  of  dispute 
between  individuals,  mil  it  is  a  question  of 
the  first  national  importance :  it  is  to  deter* 
mine  w  hether  truth  shall  he  discussed,  oi 
whether  its  propa^tion  shall  be  followed  up 
by  punishroenL  In  all  ages  and  countries, 
state  prosecutions  have  been  the  onunono 
precursors  of  great  and  direful  commotic-;?. 
The  annals  of^ our  own  country  are  so  replete 
frith  inslnnces  of  this  nature,  that  the  obseiw 
vation  must  be  familiar  to  every  mind.  When 
the  sanctuary  of  the  laws  no  lortsrT  affords 
refuge  to  the  good  luitaiioncd,  but  is  con- 
verted into  an  engine  of  destniclion,  the 
rights  of  the  people  will  s  lon  become  objects 
of  mockery,  every  art  will  be  employed  to 
divide,  to  corrupt,  and  to  giye  eovntenaooe 
and  encouragement  to  despotism.   The  roo^ 
retired  and  private  sentiments  of  men  mu?t 
suflcr  violation,  and  a  tyranny,  extensive  as 
well  as  cruel,  will  environ  us,  lift  up  its  head^ 
and  threaten  defiance.   But  this  is  not  the 
worst:  truth  no  longer  flashing  Uke  the  li^l* 
ning  of  henven  against  the  ministers  and 
sons  of  c  orruption,  the  nnibitious,  the  profli- 
^te,  and  the  intriguing  being  raised  by  a 
Babel  of  crimes  above  control  and  above 
law,  authorised  cruelty  will  assume  the  place 
of  justice,  nnd  the  silence  of  the  people  bt 
the  sad  indications  of  the  throbbings  of  their 
hearts.  These  are  tiie  tokens  and  pveliide  el 
fearful  times. 

Considering  truth  as  the  first  great  means 
of  promoting  the  good  of  toy  country,  and  «f 
averting  those  mizhty  mischiefs  which  I  hava 
but  ligntlv  sketrTicn,  holding  it  up  \s  the 
constitutional  law  oi  ualuie,  1  have  made  il 
the  standard  rule  of  my  conduct.  To  aufler 
for  this,  1  sh:ill  feci  no  degree  of  sTiame,  and 
no  degree  of  reluctance;  and  although  mj 
case  needs  no  additions  to  make  it  hard  aad 
painful  in  the  extreme,  yet  I  trust  I  can  hnoz 
my  mind  to  bear  with  philosophy  more  aul 
preater  stings  of  misfortune ;  nevertheless  I 
do  not  court  them;  long-suffering  hath  fA 
me  of  that  enllmsia«m,  that  high  lever  of  the 
mind  which  always  hurries  a  man  to  satrcoce 
himself,  for  those  who,  toooften,  fbt;getMl 
oidv  his  suflerings,  but  even  the  cau'^r  for 
wlm  h  hesutifers.  I  wish  to  avoid  trouble*^ 
but  if  they  must  come,  they  shall  find  a  iMHt 
early  tutored  and  capable  of  receiving  tbciB 
unsiiaken  and  confident.  Remember,  p^tle- 
nien,  when  1  suffer,  you  sutler  als«  m  thr 
precedent;  and  thatif  I  fall  for  bavins  avoirad 
the  wholc^omt^  notions  uf  our  fore&thers,  and 
for  having  held  ud  their  institutions  (bf  SOU- 
tation,  you  yoursMves  may  be  tlie  next  vi^ 
tims;  you  open  the  door  to  unremitting  pro- 
?ectitinn>-,  :nid  bl<tck  up  for  ever  the  pa«acs 
ot  reason  luio  ilio  world.  Remember  tSa 
language  of  Mm  whoee  lUUiM  *  alill  rcaaina 

*  Junius. 
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ia  obscurity,  but  the  celebrity  of  whose  rcpu- 
iition  will  descend  lo  fhture  ages. 

"  Let  it  he  impressed  upon  your  minds,  let 
it  be  iosUlled  ioto  your  children,  that  Uie 
liberty  of  the  press  ii  the  PsMtmi  «f  «U  the 
civil,  politkilr  umI  leligious  righti  of  an  Eog- 

iishroan. 

"  The  power  of  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mons, is  not  an  arbitnijr  power.  They  are 
the  trustees,  not  the  owners  of  the  estate. 
The  fee  simple  is  in  us.  They  cannot  alie- 
Bate,  <h»r  cannot  waste.  What  we  say  that 
the  icgisfalure  is  supreme  we  mean  that  it  » 
the  highest  power  known  to  tlic  constitution; 
that  it  is  the  highest  in  comparison  with  the 
other  subordinate  powers  established  by  the 
laws.  In  this  sense  the  word  supreme  is  re- 
lative, not  absolute.  The  power  of  the  legis- 
lature is  limitted,  not  only  by  the  general 
rul<  5  of  11  1 lural  justice,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
comuiuniiy,  but  by  Uie  forms  and  principles 
«f  ourpartieolar  constitution.  If  this  doctrine 
be  not  true,  \vc  must  admit,  that  King,  Lords, 
and  Commons,  have  no  nilc  to  direct  their 
resolulious,  but  merely  their  own  will  and 
pleasure.  They  night  unite  the  legislative 
Mod  executive  power  in  the  same  hands,  and 
^•olve  the  constitution  by  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment But  I  am  persuaded  you  will  not  leave 
it  to  the  choice  of  700  persons,  notnriou-ly 
corrupted  by  the  crown,  whether  seven  mil- 
lions of  their  equals  shall  be  freemen  or  slaves. 
The  certainty  of  forfeiting  their  own  rights, 
when  they  sacrifice  those  of  the  nation,  is  no 
check  to  a  brutal  and  degenerate  mind. 
Without  Insisting  upon  the  extravagant  con- 
cession made  tij  ll.irry  the  Rtli  there  are  in- 
stances in  the  history  of  other  countries  of  a 
Ibrmal,  deliberate  surrender  of  the  pubNc 
liberty  into  the  ifEncIs  of  tlic  sovereign.  If 
England  does  not  share  tlie  same  fate,  it  is 
because  we  have  better  resources  iliaii  m  Uie 
virtue  of  either  House  of  Parliament. 

•*  I  said,  that  the  liberty  of  the  press  is  the 
Palladium  of  all  your  rights,  and  that  the  right 
of  the  juries  to  return  a  general  verdict  is  part 
of  your  constitution,  lo  preserve  the  uliole 
system,  you  must  correct  your  legislature. 
M^itK  regard  to  any  inflnenee  of  the  consti* 
tuent  over  the  conduct  of  the  representative, 
tliere  is  little  difference  betwcf-n  a  s'^it  in 
Darliament  for  seven  years,  and  a  scat  ior 
life.  The  prospect  of  your  resentment  is  too 
remote;  and  authough  the  last  session  of  a 
septeaoial  parliament  be  universally  employed 
in  courting  the  favour  of  the  people,  consider 
that  at  this  rate  your  rriirc-mtalives  h;ivc  six 
years  for  odence,  and  but  one  for  atonement. 
A  death-bed  repentance  seldom  reaches  tu 
restitution.  If  you  reflect,  that  in  the  changes 
of  administration,  which  have  marked  and 
disgraced  the  present  reign,  although  your 
^rmest  patriots  have  in  their  turn  been  in- 
vested will)  the  lawful  and  unlawful  autho- 
rity of  the  crown,  and  thoush  other  reliefii  or 
improvements'  have  been  held  Ibrth  to  the 
faople^  yet  that  no  one  man  in  office  haa 
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ever  promoted  or  encouraged  a  bill  for  shorten- 
ing Ine  duration  of  narltaroent,  but  that  (who- 
ever was  minister)  tne  orpo<;ition  to  tins  nira- 
stire,  ever  since  tbebeplennial  act  passed,  has 
been  constant  and  uniform  on  tiic  part  of 
government.  You  cannot  but  conclude,  with- 
out the  possibility  of  a  doubt,  that  long  parlia- 
ments arc  the  fouudaliun  of  the  undue  in- 
fluence of  the  crown.  This  influence  answers 
every  purpose  nf  arhitrary  power  to  the  crownj 
with  an  exoense  and  oppression  to  the  public, 
which  would  be  unnecessary  in  an  arbitrary 
government  The  best  of  our  ministers  find 
It  the  best  and  most  compendious  mode  of 
conducting  the  king's  affair^ ;  and  all  minis- 
ters have  a  general  interest  in  adhering  to  a 
system,  which  of  itself  is  sufficient  to  support 
tliem  in  office,  witliout  any  assistance  from 
personal  vhiue,  popuhurtty,  labour,  abilities, 
or  experience.  It  promises  every  gratifi^cation 
to  avarice  and  ambition,  and  secures  impunity. 
— Hieie  are  truths  uiiquestionable.  if  they 
make  no  impression,  it  is  because  they  arc  too 
vulff-^r  and  notorious.  But  the  inalleniion  or 
indiiicicucc  of  the  nation  has  continued  too 
long. 

"  Good  men,  to  whom  alone  I  addresst  my- 
self, appear  to  me  to  consult  their  piety  as 
littte  as  their  judgment  and  experience,  when 
they  admit  the  great  and  essential  advantai'  s 
accruing  to  society  from  the  freedom  of  the 
press,  yet  indulge  themselvea  in  peevish  or 
passionate  exclamations  against  the  abuses  of 
It.  Betraying  an  unrcasonublr  expcct  ition  of 
benefits,  pure  and  entire  from  any  innuau  in- 
stitution, they  in  effect  arraign  the  goodness 
of  Providence,  and  eonfess  tlial  Ihcy  are  dis- 
satisfied with  the  common  lot  of  humanity. 
In  i!bt  present  instance,  they  really  create  to 
their  own  minds,  or  greatly  etaggerate,  tlU 
evil  they  complain  of 

"With  regard  to  strictures  upon  the  clui- 
tactera  of  men  in  office,  and  the  measures  of 
government,  the  case  is  little  different.  A 
considerable  latitude  must  be  allowed  in  tfie 
discusMon  of  nublic  afhdrs,  or  the  Ubcrty  of 
tlic  prr-s  will  be  of  no  benefit  to  society  :  as 
the  indulgence  of  private  malice,  or  personal 
slander,  should  be  checked  ana  remted  by 
every  legal  means,  so  a  constant  examination 
into  the  chriractcrs  and  conduct  of  mini-tf-rs 
and  magistrates,  should  be  equally  promoted 
and  encouraged.  They  who  conceive  that  our 
newspapers  are  no  rcstrwntupon  bad  men,  or 
impediment  to  the  execution  of  bad  measures, 
know  nothing  of  this  conntry.  In  that  aban» 
doncd  state  of  servility  and  prostitution,  to 
which  the  undue  influence  of  the  crown  has 
reduced  the  other  branches  of  the  legislature, 
our  ministers  and  magistrates  have  in  reality 
Hltlc  punishment  to  fear,  and  few  difficulties 
to  contend  with,  beyond  the  censure  of  the 
press,  and  the  spirit  of  resistance,  which  it 
excites  nnmn^^  the  people  " 

These  venerable  sentiments  should  never 
be  effiKcd  from  your  npinds ;  for,  if  the  liberty 
of  tha  preii  be  invaded  in  one  instance,  H  wilt 
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be  10  in  another— one  pneedaiit- will  bt^t 
more  pieccdent?,  till  a  destructive  system.will 
be  established,  Avhich  shall  sweep  away  the 
liberties  and  the  laws  of  the  land.  1  o  be  con- 
victed on  such  grounds,  no  man  can  regret, 
because  he  knows  that  in  liis  fall  he  brings 
down  with  him  the  cause  ut  justice,  liberty, 
and  htinianity. 

I  am  now  about  to  inlrockirp  my  witnesses, 
and,  I  trust,  you  will  retain  in  your  naemories 
the  evidoice  adduced  on  the  part  of  the  pro- 
secution. I  have  great  confidence  in  the  can- 
dour of  Mr.  Law,  and  I  am  perstiaded  that  he 
himself  will  be  satisfied  of  the  chain  of  con- 
nected and  honest  evidence  on  my  behalf ;  he 
is  a  man  of  honour,  and  will,  therefore,  be 
governed  by  no  other  rule  but  that  of  risht 

Gentlemen,  although  I  have  menticmed 
my  long  proscription,  I  conceive  it  necessary 
to  observe,  that  it  ought  not  to  operate  on 
your  minds,  as  a  part  ot  my  defence :  for  being 
tried  upon  a  specific  charge,  and  you,  upon 
your  oaths,  being  bound  to  uring  in  your  ver- 
dict according  to  the  evidence,  this  will  be- 
come a  subject  of  fiiture  conrideratioo.  I  am 
not  asking  you  for  mercy — I  flcmand  only 
justice.— Justice,  it  is  true,  ou^bt  to  be  admi- 
nistered in  charity ;  hot  I  atk  it  not  to  he  ad- 
ministered to  me  in  mercy.  The  whole  of 
these  proceedings  I  deem  to  be  perfcc  lly  ano- 
malous. I  have  drank  long  and  deeply  of  ti\c 
cup  uf  affliction.  It  i«  banf  indeed  to  be  com- 
pelled to  drink  the  very  dregs — my  profcs- 
aional  prospects,  in  this  country,  are,  1  under- 
stand, at  an  end— hope  Itself  is  defeated— that 
"wliicli  the  government  did  not  think  it  proper 
to  do,  do  you  perform — jn  itch,  with  a  vigorous 
hand,  this  bitter  cup  from  ray  lip,  and  restore 
me  to  the  comforts  of  society,  and  the  bosura 
of  an  afflicted  family ;  but  if  you  tliink  that 
conviction  will  be  a  means  of  preserving  the 
safety  of  the  country,  and  if,  in  consequence, 
yoti  arc  resolved  to  surrender  mc  to  the  ven- 
geance of  the  law,  I  would  have  you  under- 
stand that  I  will  never  shrink  from  principles 
which  I  know  are  founded  upon  the  basis  of 
tnilh  and  reason,  and  which,  I  am  confident, 
will  one  dii^  prevail  uuivcrbally  amongst  us. 
lor,  it  it  evident,  that  those  passions  and  pre- 
judices, which  have  lK<  n  long  sapping  all 
public  spirit,  arc  udw  dispcliing.  Tlie  ncccs- 
uty  of  national  reformatien  is  beoomuig  daily 
more  generally  acknowledged  :  When  th  tt 
■happy  moment  shall  arrive,  I  trust  harmony 
will  be  restored  to  my  country.  Till  then 
there  is  no  shame  insufiiering:  and  if  thus 
insulated  from  society  and  for^akm  by  all,  I 
am  asked  wlj^l  are  llic  means  1  liave  to  sup- 
port me  against  BO  many  enemies,  I  will  aU' 
swer  in  the  firm  language  of  Medea  to  her 
confidant,  enuroeratiog  ali  her  distre>><>cs,  and 
recommending  to  her  submission,  "  M>stli  ! 
J  say; — and  thai  is  enough.'* 

Oeulleini-n  at  the  .Uiry,  I  will  now  cdn- 
clude.  1  he  jtoiiticai  heml^phcrc  u»  cxircruply 
portentous,  and  the  dcnu  tiisarotmdusMcu) 
surcharged  and  pregnabi  with  gnat  vttnptr^ 


the  moit  andesk  thrones  'are  sow  tienUui^ 

beneath  their  possessors^  and  we  know  not 
that  what  wc  call  stable  to  day,  will  be  stable 
to  morrow — a  general  wreck  of  the  Gothic 
policy  is  taking  phice,  and  all  the  old 
venerated  governments  of  the  world  arc 
ing  gradually  away.  The  lamp  of  science 
hath  produced  a  new  light,  whether  it  be  lor 
the  ameliuration  of  the  social  order,  or  whe- 
ther it  be  likely  to  introduce  a  sweeping  deso- 
lation, it  is  not  for  me  to  judge — can  on^ 
venture  to  declare,  that  to  me,  the  prospect » 
cheerful  and  consoling — to  th#prejudiced.  to 
the  interested,  and  to  the  corrupt,  this  illumi- 
nation of  the  human  mind  nioy  indeed  be  n 
source  of  alarm;  but  to  rulers  it  should  con- 
stitute an  object  of  exultation  and  glory  ;  for 
it  vnll  be  in  vun  to  stop  the  raf«d  career  of 
freedom  when  knowledge  is  its  precursor,  the 
nerves  of  opposition  must  be  smote  and 
withered,  and  although  the  prejudiced  and 
the  confident  may  view  the  storm  at  a  ki^g 
distance,  like  the  cloud  of  Elijah,  of  the  sire 
of  a  man's  hand,  it  may  increase  and  become 
fearfully  dreadful  and  big  with  trouble,  and 
uith  danger  obtruding  a  sanguinary  scene 
upon  the  reluctant  eye,  blackening  with  dismal 
augury  our  fiiture  prospects,  and  chiMing  with 
the  damp  of  death  every  festive  feeling.  Ad- 
licipate  then  the  horrors  of  a  universal  sub- 
version by  a  timely  reform,  and  let  liie  sense 
of  that  knowledge  which  hath  meandered  into 
the  solitary  hanilct,  and  which  hath  provoked 
such  a  general  inquiry  on  goveruwcnt  and 
morals,  as  was  never  before  known,  be  a  ss^ 
sonablc  warnii^g  to  lay  aside  injustice,  and 
encourage  the  propagation  of  useful  tnitha* 
Mankind  have  rights  undoubtedly,  and  if  tbew 
arc  denied  the  just  exercise  of  them,  they  vritt 
be  claimed,  not  in  tlie  humble  tone  ot  sup- 
pliants, but  in  the  haughty  tone  of  dictators, 
'i'he  constitution  of  this  country,  m  my  opi> 
nion,  guarantees  those  right*,  and  if  it  were 
administered,  as  I  think  it  ought  to  be,  I  do 
believe,  firom  the  nation  having  reached  so 
high  a  pitch  of  civilization,  and  having,  withm 
its  bowels,  the  means  of  prosperity,  it  wuuid 
be  the  freest  and  the  happiest  nation  of  tbc 
earth.  The  great  and  mighty  change  of  sen* 
timent  which  is  electrifying  Kuronc,  hath  not 
passed  over  this  country.    Alrcauy  the  minds 
of  the  neoplc  of  England  are  veering  towsnis 
the  polar  star  of  truth,  and  the  general  voke 
of  the  people  is  already  reprobating  the  de- 
structive efiects  of  this  war.  Already  the/ 
acknowledge  the  necessity  of  a  reformed  re- 
presentation as  the  only  means  of  savit^^  us 
irom  ruin.   At  such  an  epoch,  when  oi«i  ^\»> 
tcms  are  received  with  great  caution,  and 
when  thrones  are  vihratin;^  on  the  pr'  c ipirc  of 
destruction,  it  doth  not  bespeak  wisdom  m 
government  to  cry  down  and  punish  theeflerts 
of  the  well-intentioned.    It  is  a  mcriMuc  ho  s- 
tile to  its  own  security ;  but  if  I  muil  yd 
doomed  to  languish  out  the  roost  precions  mo- 
ments of  my  nfe  in  a  prison,  fatal  as  it  auA 
bo  to  my  iDteraly  blaslii^  mmj  itbsn  agr 
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hopes,  aad  brnkiiig  me  down  coniuletcly  into 
niin,  ray  mind  sImI  lie  equal  to  ue  task— it 
shall  bear  with  calnmrss  and  serenity  tiie 
worst  of  in  sii|tpori  uf  a  cause  whose  ba^is 
is  cnithfWMl  wluMeolgectuthelilMrlyofiny 
countrjr. 

Evidence  for  the  Defekdakt. 
WilHam  Clarke  sworn. — Lxamtued  by  Mr. 

Were  you  a  member  of  the  CoDSttUitioDal 
Society  ?    I  was. 

In  Uie  year  1794  ?— 1  was. 

yott  a  meniberof  the  eommittee  P>^I 

was. 

Do  yoti  remember  the  agreement  Tor  the 
meeting  at  the  Cabtic-lIilJ  ?—  (  crlainlv. 

When  was  it  made  ? — You  know  tlie  date 
•>~thc  second  of  April— it  might  be  a  day  be> 
fore  or  a  day  after. 

Were  you  in  the  committee  when  H  was 
proposed  and  aj'rccd  upon  ? — I  was. 

Was  Mr.  Yonie  there  wheait  was  agreed 
wpon^— Certainly  not 

Was  the  matter  debated  at  that  time  in  the 
committee  or  not  ? — It  was. 

Do  you  ha^ipcn  to  know  where  Mr.  Yorke 
was  at  that  time? — I  believe  he  was  cerbunly 
at  Newhill  ut  Mr.  Painc's. 

iiow  tar  is  that  ofHi — ^About  twelve  miles 
from  Sheffield 

But  you  arc  certain,  you  say,  lie  was  not  in 
tlic  committee  at  the  time  when  the  question 
was  agitated,  and  the  proposal  agreecl  upon  ? 
•—I  am  certain  he  was  not,  and  that  the 
commillcc  undcrstuod  that  he  was  not  in 
the  town,  but  at  Mr.  i'aine's. 

Did  you  happen  to  liear  the  speech  upon 
the  Castle  Hill  ?— I  did. 

You  have  read  one  of  Uiese  printed  books  ? 
—Yes,  I  have.- 

Thc  sfKcch  contained  in  t!ie  printed  book 
•—was  that  the  speech  spoken  by  Mr.  Yorke 
or  not  ? — Certainly  not. 

How  far  were  vou  from  Mr.  Yorfce  at  the 
time  tlmihe  spoke  ilj— About  sit  or  seven 
yards. 

I  find  a  sentence  in  that  speech  in  the 

printed  book  that—"  the  day  is  at  length  ar- 
arrived  when  fanaticism  and  superstition, 
deprived  of  their  tinsel  trappings,  and  ex- 

foNcd,  in  their  native  ugliness,  to  the  view  of 
mankind,  slink  scowling  back  to  the  cave  of 
obscuritv." — Was  that  sentence  luadc  use  of 
>)r  Mr.  Yorke? — Certainlv  I  shall  never  de> 
clarc  that  it  was;  but  as  far  as  1  ran  possibly 
recollect,  as  a  man  thai  regards  the  oath  put 
to  him,  it  was  not. 

tlie  expression  "  slink  «;cowlini;  hack 
to  the  cavG  of  obscurity,"  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Yorke  f— I  believe  it  was  not. 

Should  you  have  recollected  such  an  cx- 
pres«?ion  if  it  had  been  nia<le  use  of  by  Mr. 
Vorke.^— Mo>l  probably  1  should. 
'    In  another  part  of  that  speech,  it  is  stated  in 

•be  boekf  When  such  a  levolutiou  of  senti- 
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menl  shall  iiavc  dispersed  tlie  mi£>ts  of  pr^u» 
d  ice,  when  by  the  inoessant  thunderings  mm 

the  press  the  meanest  cottager  of  our  cotmtry 
shall  be  enlightened,  and  the  sun  of  reason 
shall  sUne  in  its  fiilleit  meridian  over  us,  then  ^ 
the  commandhig  voice  of  the  \vlifj!(  ]ir.i|ilo 
shall  recommend  the  558  gentlemen  lu  6t. 
Stephen's  Chapel  to  go  about  their  business." 
Was  that  sentence  made  use  of  as  it  stands 
here' — I  believe  not;  and  for  this  reriM:>n, 
ilial  when  Mr.  Yorke  came  to  the  ciiair, 
which  was  desired  by  the  people,  he  began 
wiih  saving  he  should  be  particularly  guar ilcii 
— tliat  be  would  broach  or  set  forth  no  new 
doetnne— that  he  would  take  care  that  spies 
and  informers  should  take  no  advantage  here 
■  Says  he, "  I  hold  up  in  my  hand  a  vo* 
lumeof  Mr.  Locke." — Another  reason  was,  as 
he  had  had  very  little  opportunity,  being  called 
unacquaiutc-d  ^vith  the  subject;  he  said,  what 
be  die  say  should  uc  particularly  guarded,  and 
he  positively  said,  in  one  of  the  committee- 
iiicrtinL(«,  when  requesled  to  take  the  chair, 
tliat  Ue  siMHild  coobne  himself  to  the  adver- 
tisement that  we  had  put  out  previoos  to  his 
coming  among  us. 

Do  you  know  any  thing  whether  he  wa» 
desirous  to  have  this  meeting  called,  or  had  he 
an  objection  to  it?— I  know  that  he  had  an 
objection  to  it,  because  he  had  had  no  notke 
ofitf 

You  heard  the  sseeeh  fUr.  Yorke  made 

upon  the Caslle-IIillf — Yes. 

What  was  the  general  tendency  of  tliat 
speech<>*was  it  to  mculcate  peace  and  good 
oraer,  or  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people?-- E 
do  not  remember  mtich  of  the  particular  pas* 
sages  or  words  to  speak  them  precisely. 

1  ask  vou  a  general  question,  was  it  a 
sprf  ( h  calculated  to  establish  peace  and  good 
order,  or  to  excite  commotion? — Perfectly ;  I 
think  Mr.  Yorke  a  man  that  would  hold  out 
doctrines  that  would  promote  peace  and  good 
order;  and,  in  nty  opinion,  that  was  particu- 
larly calculated  to  pruuiute  peace  and  good 
order. 

Have  you  known  Mr.  Yorke  some  time  ?— 

Yes. 

¥nm  what  you  have  known  of  him,  do  you 

conceive  liini  a  person  likely  to  raise  commo- 
tions  or  to  preserve  the  peace? — Veiy different 
from  ndsing  commotions. 

You  were  a  committee  man ;  do  you  re- 
I  member  any  thin?;  of  a  motion  for  a  petition 
to  parliameni  lur  a  relorm? — I  do. 

Now,  was,  or  was  not  a  motion  to  be  brought 
forward  fur  the  ptirposeof  being  fleeted?—! 
contradict  it  in  toto. 

What  did  pass  in  the  committee,  with  res- 
pect to  Til  it  motion?— I  5ay  that  the  discus- 
sion o(  lhat  business  was  to  this  effect,  ttiat  as 
we  had  petitioned  tlie  Uouse  of  Commons, 
and  they  had  rejected  the  petition  we  had  sent 
—that  there  were  mrn»v  nm\  strong  argtini^nts 
against  a  petition  to  the  iiuusc  of  Cuuniiuns  ; 
but,  upon  the  whole  it  was  contended  tiwt  a 
petition  sbodd  be  attempted. 
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Was  Mr.  Yorke  Aere  at  the  lime  whenHhis 
4i8cussioa  took  |dace  in  the  conmiitteef-^iie 

^as  not. 

Wc  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  arms — have 
you  heard  any  thing  about  arming  from  Mr. 
Yorke  ?— I  ne?er  hettfd  any  thing  Mout  aim- 
ing. 

Willinm  Clarke  cross-c.xainined  by  Mr.  "Law. 

As  all  your  committee  were  so  hot  for  a  pe- 
tition, how  came  it  that  nobody  seconded  poor 
Bcoomhead,  but  left  him  in  the  lurch  f-^lhat 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with. 

What  are  you  ?—A  cutler. 

Do  not  you  exhort  a  little  now  and  then  P— 
No. 

Had  you  any  pulpithtisiness?— I  teUyou 
tiiatlhavenot. 

That  speech,  you  say,  differs  essentially 
Irom  the  speech  that  was  uttered  ? — Yes. 

You  say  the  speech  uttered  was  applicable 
to  the  purposes  of  peace  and  good  order?— 
Yes. 

Is  that  speech  that  has  been  printed  so? — I 
think  not* 

Now,  how  came  you  then,  after  you  knew 
that  such  a  spurious  thine  as  you  represent 
had  been  published,  not  to  let  Mr.  Yorke  icnow 
of  it  that  he  might  call  them  in  ? — BeOMise  I 
thought  he  was  abetterjudgeof  hisown  bu- 
siness. 

Did  not  you  all  look  upon  Mr.  Gale^  wlio 

printed  it,  as  a  bad  man  a^\erward8^— Idonot 
know  that  he  published  it. 
Would  yon  have  me  bdtere  that  you  do 

not  know  that  ? — I  would. 

Where  did  you  get  your  own  ropvofit, 
if  you  hud  one? — I  bought  it  at  Mr.  Gales's 
shop. 

NV^as  Mr.  Gales  piesent  at  this  meeting 
Yes. 

Did  not  any  body  think  of  reproaching  Mr. 

Gales  for  selhug  in  his  shop  a  thing  that  was 
a  scandalous  account  of  his  friend's  speech  ? 
— I  do  not  know  that  any  body  did. 

You  did  not  rqwove  him  for  it  ?— No. 

And  you  never  made  any  complaint  about 
it?-No. 

Do  not  you  think  he  was  a  gross  libeller  in 
putting  out  such  a  thini;  ?  V%o  alung,  man,  it 
IS  impossible  to  bc  licvt  u  wurd  you  >ay. 

Otovge  KtM   sworn. — Exaauned  by  Mr. 

Jlutham. 

You  were  a  committee-man  of  the  Consti- 
tutional Society  in  the  year  1794  Yes. 

Do  you  remember  any  ihinj:  of  the  proposal 
for  the  mcetine  on  the  Castle-hill  f — Yes. 

When  was  that  On  Wednesday,  the  Snd 
of  April,  179  t. 

Where  was  it  proposed  ?— In  the  committee 
room. 

Was  the  matter  agitated  there,  or  proposed 
and  adopted  immediately  ? —  l  licre  was  a  good 
deal  of  discussion  took  place  upon  the  motion. 

Was  Mr.  Torfce  there  at  (tiat  timer— Mo, 
Iwwttiiot, 


Do  you  happen  to  know  Where  be  was  at 
that  timer— Yes;  I  bdiofi  ho WtS atNcw* 

hill,  at  Mr.  Paine's. 

When  did  the  adTertisement  come  outf- 
it came  out  on  Friday,  in  Mr.  Ga)es*s  paper. 

You  attended  constantly  a  committee,  did 
you  ? — Yes  \  I  was  present  Wednesday  night, 
Thursday  nighty  ana  Friday  night 

Was  he  ever  m  the  committee  room  befure 
that  advertisement  appeared? — No;  he  was 
not  there  either  on  the  second  or  on  the  third. 

Were  you  preset  when  Mr.  Yorke  was 
acquainted  with  the  meeting  being  fixed  fm 
the  7  th  of  April? — Yes. 

Did  he  approve  of  the  meeting  bebg  caOsd^ 
or  not  ? — No,  he  did  not. 

Now,  we  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  Dt^ 
vison;  was  be  a  committee-man ?*^o^  not 
at  the  time  that  I  was;  nor  Ineverheaii 
that  he  ever  was. 

Was  he  in  the  regular  habit  of  atlendaof 
the  meetings  of  that  sodetv  f— I  never  faearo 
that  he  was ;  to  my  own  knowledge  I  never 
saw  him  in  any  meeting,  public  or  private. 

Did  you  use  constant  to  attend  the  meet- 
ings  of  the  society.^ — No;  I  did  not  attend 
the  committee  meeting  regularly  ;  but,  duriDE 
^Ir.  Yorkc's  stay  in  Sheffield,!  never  ouuttec^ 
I  believe. 

Were  you  in  the  committee  room  at  the 
time  when  the  motion  was  agitated  about  the 
petition  to  parliament  for  a  reform  f— I  was. 

Was  that  motion  proposed  for  the  pnrposn 
of  being  rejected? — No;  it  was  simniy  pro* 
posed  and  carried  aAer  a  little  discussmi. 

In  the  committee  room  you  mean  to  sqr  ^ 
— Yes. 

Was  Mr.  Yorke  there,  or  not? — No,  he 
was  not ;  these  resolutions  passed  on  Thurs* 
day  night  fur  a  motion  of  that  nature  to  bo 
made  at  tlie  public  meetiiig. 

Were  you  at  the  Castlo-hin  on  the  7th  eC 
April  ? — Yes. 

Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Yorke  spoke  by 
appointment,  or  how  it  happened  that  he 
came  to  speak  ?— No»  he  did  not  speak  by  a^ 
pointment;  it  was  quite  an  accidental  thing. 

Tell  us  how  it  happened  that  he  came  to 
have  the  chair?— On  the  Ttii  of  April,  when 
the  time  commt  nccd  that  was  appointed  for 
the  meeting,  Mr.  Yorke  came  to  the  spot  of 

f round,  ano  a  great  many  thonsaods  asaem* 
led  at  that  time ;  and  immediately  when  it 
was  known  that  Mr.  Yorke  was  without  the 
ground,  a  great  noise  was  dircctlv  made  from 
all  quarters — Mr.  Yorke— Mr.  Yorke  in  the 
chair  !  and  the  crowd  made  an  opening  for 
him,  and  he  was  pressed  fom'ard. 

Dkl  he  seem  to  do  it  of  bis  own  w9l  as  a 
thing  he  wished  to  do,  or  did  he  do  it  to  oblhp 
the  people  there  ? — It  appeared  to  me  that  be 
conaesceuded  entirely  lo  the  wtshea  of  the 
people. 

You  have  read  a  printed  l>ook  of  the  fn» 
ccedings  ? — 1  have,  very  lately. 

Now,  from  the  recolwction  that  you  have  of 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Ycike  iipoB  M  is 
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it  the  laaw?— It  it  »oi— it  if  imterliUy  al- 
tered. 

Did  he  or  not  make  use  of  such  tin  expres- 
moaf  i  **  Slink  scowling  back  to  the  cave  of 
obscurity." — No— -if  he  had  made  use  of  stich 
an  expression,  I  think  it  could  not  po&fiibly 
have  capped  tne. 

What  was  the  general  tMulcncy  of  that 
*y>cerh  of  ^Tr,  Yorke  — was  it  to  excite  cora- 
motioiis,  or  ot  a  peatcahle  uuture  ? — I  believe 
tlie  general  tendency  of  that  ^iicoiine,  which 
appeared  to  me  at  that  time,  was  to  conciliate 
the  minds  of  contenduig  parliesi,  and  to  re- 
move  all  that  prejudice  that  bad  sdsed  the 
minds  of  many  persona  with  t^gud  to  a  fe> 
form  in  parhament. 

Was  there  any  thing  made  use  of  in  that 
speech  that  could  induce  you  to  believe  that 
he  intrnded  any  violcorr  should  be  made  USe 
of? — I  believe  there  was  none. 

Did  you  coneeive  that  eveech,  or  any  part 
of  it,  to  be  intended  to  traduce  and  viltfj  the 
House  of  Commons  or  not  ?— I  did  not. 

You  have  known  Mr  Yorice  for  eoma  time, 
'  I  believe  ?^Ye8,  I  have  known  him  several 
years ;  T  have  known  him  from  tiie  time  he 
first  made  his  visit  at  Sheffield. 

Now,  in  all  the  eonversatiooi  you  have  had 
^Uh  hini,  and  the  prnrral  tenor  of  hi«!  ron- 
duct,  was  he  a  nmi  likely  to  raise  commotion 
in  the  Ictngdomf— T  eannot  believe  him 
capable  of  it ;  if  he  had,  I  am  lun  I  would 
not  have  associated  with  him. 

George  Kent  croM-anmined  by  Mr.  Wood, 

What  busioeis  ate  you?— A  aciaiar-manup 

facturer. 

How  tons  have  you  been  acquainted  with 

Mr.  Yorke  ?— Since  March  179:'. 

Did  yon  often  attend  your  meeting;s? — 
When  he  was  in  town. 

Where  did  he  lodge  when  in  town— wiUi 
Mr.  Gales  the  printer? — I  do  not  know  any 
thing  at  all  about  that,  not  from  my  own 
knowted^. 

Where  ^  you  gaienUj  see  himf^-At 
meetings. 

Methodist  meetings? — "So,  I  saw  him 
several  times  at  our  private  tnee^kgs. 

Hcwa';  ahvays  silent  at  those  meetings?— 
No,  he  was  not  always  silent;  but  he  never 
interfered  in  our  private  busiaeaa.  . 

Did  lic  never  get  into  tlic  tribune  f— I  do 
not  know  what  you  mean  by  a  tribune. 

Upon  your  oath  you  do  not  kaom  what  a 
tribune  uf— Too  ni^  call  it  what  yon 
please. 

I  win  call  it  a  pulpit — what  do  you  call  it 
yourself?— Chair  or  eminenee.  At  the  public 
roeetine  he  was  always  ar^vnnced  upOftiOn^ 
thim^  that  was  above  the  people. 

Now,  you  w  he  was  not  at  the  committee 
meeting  upon  the  2nd  of  April  ? — No. 

I  })ope  Broomhead  waa  there Yes;  I 
tl»ink  tie  was. 

Do  you  think  he  knew  what  passed  at  that 
nceting?«-Ycs;  IthiaiclMdoca. 


A.  D.  170^.  iim 

Perliaps  he  waa  your  aecietanr— was  not 

he?— Yes. 

And  perhaps  he  drew  up  your  resolutions? 
— Nu,  I  do  not  believe  he  did. 

Did  you  draw  them  up  '  Xo  ;  nor  I  did 
not  see  the  hand  that  drew  them  up.  • 

But  dnl  not  you  know  that  they  wen  signed 
by  the  hand  of  WilUam  BTOomhead^  aecrc* 
lary  ? — Yes. 

You  meant  to  have  your  meeting  on  the 
7th  of  April,  without  any  apf^icftuon  to  Mr, 
Yorke  to  attend  it?— No,  we  sent  tO  Mr. 
Yoike— he  was  12  miles  off. 

And  then  you  sent  to  inform  him  of  the 
rt  M  luti,  n  .-U  IS  tliis  the  resolution-f-"  Re- 
solved, that  citizen  Henry  Yorke  be  rcqnr«;tcd 
to  draw  up  the  petition  to  the  king,  lor  ii»e 
total  and  unoualified  abolition  of  negro  slaveiy^ 
and  that  he  ne  re<jii'^5ted  to  attendto  supptwrt 
liie  measure."  You  sent  for  him? — YeSy  to 
attend  the  meeting. 

And  he  told  you  hr  would  attend  the  meet- 
ing^Did  not  he  ?— Ue  did  make  a  conditional 
promise. 

Did  you  send  him  a  copy  of  your  reiolu* 
tionf—Not  tlint  [  k  now 

VVhen  he  came  you  toid  him  what  you  liad 
resolved  on  ? — Yes. 

That  you  had  resolved  to  petition  the  House 
of  Commons  ? — Yes. 

Then  how  happens  it  that  you  did  not  ?— 
We  told  him  we  luul  posssd  a  motion  for  thai 

purpo^.e. 

When  tiid  you  icU  him  thatr— On  the  Friday 
night. 

Before  the  meeting  iipoB  the  Castle  UiU  t 

—Yes. 

You  told  him  then  that  you  meant  to  pe« 

lition  the  llouse  of  Commons? — Yes. 

And  did  he  approve  of  it  He  did  not  ob- 
ject to  it,  because  he  did  uui  interfere  in  our 
Dusmess. 

I  suppose  you  had  a  petition  plq«led^« 

We  had  a  motion. 
But  had  you  a  petition  ?— I  do  not  tliink 

we  had;  T  In  lirvr  wc  luirl  not;  there  was  a 
motion  made  at  the  public  meeting  for  their 
approbation. 

But  you  had  not  prepared  their  petition  lU. 
No,  there  vras  not  tmie  for  it. 

You  had  your  petition  to  the  king  ready  f 
— Yes. 

Did  citizen  Yoika  dmw  up  tfaat  petilioii  ?— 

I  do  not  know. 

You  liad  no  petition  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons^— No^  it  was  left  Ibr  tlia  sense  of  the 

people. 

And  it  was  put  and  nobody  seconded  it  ?«— 
I  do  not  know  that  any  body  did. 

You  did  not  liear  lh:il  it  was  made  for  the 
purpose  of  being  negatived?— I  nevex  heard 
any  thing  of  that. 

You  w«M  not  in  that  secret  ?— No. 

Were  you  in  the  committee  when  you 
packed  up  the  box  of  speeches  and  sent  them 
to  London  ?— No.  my  tune  at  that  tine  was 
just  expiring ;  I  did  not  know  any  tbtogsihoiit 
It;  my  time  was  just  out. 
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You  were  very  angry  with  Mr.  Calos  for 
printing  so  ftilse  au  account  of  11? — I  liad 
never  seen  ft  printed  ecoount  tUl  I  recored 
my  siibptiena. 

And  ^ou  were  upon  the  committee  ? — Yes. 

You  mean  to  say  ypu  never  saw  this  printed 
account  till  yott  were  aubpcaoMd  upon  the 
thai  I— Xei. 

George  KmU  le^asmiDed  by  Mr.  Wolkam, 

Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Yinlce  at  uny  ume 

talk  about  arms  ? — I  never  did. 

Do  you  know  the  reason  of  Mr.  Yorke's 
coming  first  to  Sheffield  ? — Yes,  by  request. 

By  reqoest  iron  whomf — From  tbe  10- 

ciety. 

Tu  whom  did  you  make  the  application? — 
To  the  Bociety  at  Derby. 

What  society  is  tbatf-^A  lociety  for  coo* 
t^tutional  knowled|;e.  . 

Is  that  sodety  in  ntisleiwe  now,  or  brake 

up  ?— 1  cannot  tell. 

I  believe  trom  the  time  of  Mr.  Yorke's 
first  coming  to  the  second,  a  good  deal  of 
time  elapsed — how  happened  it  that  he  came 
a  seconn  time  ? — I  really  do  not  recollect. 

Then  i  bciieve  he  came  a  third  time ;  do 
you  happen  to  know  tbali^  — I  concehre,  as  I 
was  intormeil,  by  a  formal  request  from  all 
thtj  friends  of  reform  at  SheHield. 

Whom  were  you  informed  by  ?— Many  of 
the  friends. 

You  were  a  member  of  tbe  committee?-*! 
was. 

TM  the  eoromittee  come  to  any  moKidon 
to  send  for  Mr.  Yorkc  the  last  lime  that  he 
oune? — I  do  not  know,  that  was  the  4lh  of 
April  l?M  wo  nmt  to  bfan,  and  put  lum  ia  a 
•late  of  reqaiaition. 


William  Ciuj 


Mr.  i'orke. — When  you  were  a  member  of 
tbe  committee  do  you  remember  a  propcml  of 
the  committee  to  send  lor  mo  mm  hut- 
ca&bire  f — Yes. 

Do  you  remember  any  of  your  committee 
writing  to  me  to  that  efleet?— 'I  believe  Mr. 
Gales  wrote  for  you ;  ha  waa  ordered  by  the 
committee  so  to  do. 

Mr.  K«rAe.— Was  Gales  a  member  of  the 
committee  at  that  time  ?_Yes. 

And  he  geomlly  wrote  the  letters  for you? 

Mr.  lliAkam. — Arcyouacauaintcd  withMr. 
Galea's  hand-writing        hclievc  I  am. 

Ixx>k  at  that  letter,  .niu  tell  nie,  if  lliul  is 
his  hand- writing  f — 1  bciieve  it  is. 

Mr.  J^n\ — I  object  to  the  ietlf  i  hr'mg  re.ld. 

Mr.  \ork€. — By  ttie  very  same  reason  that 
you  read  the  letter  fiom  iMviaoo,  I  am  au* 
thorlscd  to  have  this  read. 

Mr.  Law. — It  has  never  been  proved  to 
have  been  received. 

Mr.  rorftc-^Nor  waa  Da.viaoa*a  proved  to 

ha>  t  been  rrcrrvft!. 
i  iic  Court  admitted  the  objcclioo. 


Ed»ard  Oaket  sworn.  ~  Exanxmed  by  Mr. 
Heikmu 

Were  you  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
the  Constitutional  Society  of  Sheffield.'— 1 
was. 

Do  you  remember  any  proper i!  taking 
place  rejecting  the  meeting  of  the  7th  of 
April  in  the  committee? — I  reooUect  veiy 
well  a  proposal  made  In  iUe  CQOUlUtleam' 
the  meeting  on  the  Castle  UiU. 

Was  any  oueslion  made  about  it  in  the 
committee  ?— Yes. 

When  was  thai  ? — Three  or  four  days  pie» 
vious  to  the  Ca&tle  liili  meeting. 

Do  yott  happen  to  recollect  what  4i«of 
the  month  it  waa^^i  think  it  waa  about  'tho 
second. 

Was  Mr.  Yoiko  in  the  committee-room  at 

that  lime? — lie  was  not. 

Do  you  know  where  he  was  at  that  time  i 
— I  believe  he  was  out  of  the  town. 

Were  you  in  the  commitlBe-ioom  after* 
wards,  when  the  motion  was  ma^lf^  t  >r  thff 
petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  tor  a  ro" 
iorm?— I  believe  I  was. 

^^  15  that  motion  or  not  to  hr  made  for  the 
purpose  of  having  it  r^ected  or  not  ? — 1  be- 
lieve not. 

Was  Mr.  Yorke  at  tbe  meeting  of  the  eeii>- 
mittec  w{if>n  the  agreement  took  place  to 
make  Uiai  mutton  f — I  beiicvc  uut. 

Was  be  present  upon  the  Castle  Hill  upoB 
the  7th  of  .\[  ril Hr  n-ns. 

Dkl  you  happen  to  have  any  convcrsatum 
witfi  Mr.  Yorlm  before  yoa  wont  there  that 
day  ?— I  was  in  Mr.  YorkaTfe  cnmpaiy  at  Mr. 
Gales' s  previous         ■  ■ 

Mr.  Lave. — That  is  not  evklence. 

Mr.  ihtham, — Have  you  read  theaceooot  oC 
tH^  «pfech  in  the  ■prtntcd  hooks?— I  have  not 
read  tiie  whok  ol  it,  but  1  have  heard  a  great 
partof  itieadw 

Which  part  of  it  wa=.  thnt  ?— T  have  read 
diilereot  parts  of  it  at  different  times,  so  that 
I  cannot  particularise  any  one  pait  of  it  at 
present,  but  I  have  beard  read  witbiD  a  fcw 
weeks  ago,  the  greatest  pari  of  it. 

Did  you  conceive  that  part  ot  it  which  voa 
did  hear  read,  to  have  been  spoken  by  Mr. 
Yorke  ?— That  part  that  I  read  I  believe  ta 
be  totally  dissimilar  to  what  Mr.  Yorke  de- 
livered upon  tbe  Gastlo  Hill. 

Do  you  recollect  if  any  such  expressions 
were  made  u<»>  of  in  the  «pcech  of  Mr.  Vorke 
as  "  Slink  ^cuwlmg  back  mtu  liie  cave  of  ob- 
scurity if  such  expressions  were  made  ois 
of,  sKoulii  vf '1  not  nave  recollected  them'— 
They  are  so  strong  that  L  believe  i  couUi  uol 
have  niifw?d  reoolJectinff  Aem. 

What  was  the  general  tendency  of  the 
speech  wiuch  Mr.  Yorke  made  f — ThegenenU 
tendency  of  Mr.  Yorke's  speech  at  that  tamo 
which  1  conceive  of  it,  waa  paaea  afidpoi 
order. 

In  that  speech  whi«.ii  Mr.  Yockc  luMie  uyum 
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that  occasion,  wj^s  liiero  any  ihine  that  con- 
veyed lo  your  mind  Miy  idea  of  bis  wiibiog 
that  vbleoce  should  be  made  use  of?— Noiet 

At  that  meeling,  was  there  not  ft  word  said 
hj  Mr.  Yorke  rdftlite  to  the  people's  arming 

at  that  mretin^  on  the  Castle  Hill? — I  do 
not  rccuiicct  any  5uch  expression,  and  i  be- 
lieve no  such  expression  wae  ever  made  use 
of ;  for  Mr.  Yorke,  I  believe,  never  was  more 
coilectedg  and  spoke  never  more  upoa  his 
guard  than  be  dio  et  that  meeUog. 

Kdmard  Oaket  cross-examined  by  Mr. 

ping. 

What  business  do  you  lellow^— I  am  in 

the  y)kte(l  line. 

Were  you  a  memt)cr  of  the  committee  soooe 
time    I  was. 

Were  you  a  member  of  the  committee  at 
the  time  when  they  approved  of  Paioe's 
Hi^hLs  of  Man? — 1  wjls  uat. 

You  swear  that  you  were  nol  ft  member  of 
the  ccmniillee  at  the  time  a  resotillion  of 
approbation  of  line's  Ri&hlsof  Man  passed? 
•—•I  was  proposed,  bul  <iia  not  attend  as  a 
member  of  that  commillcc. 

You  did  understand  tiiat  the  committee 
liad  come  to  such  a  resolution  ? — They  had 
come  to  such  a  resolution  of  appruvtng  of 
Painc's  Rip;hts  of  Man  previous  to  theis  being 
proved  a  libel. 

Then  I  take  it  for  granted  they  rescinded 
thcmimrnedi  .Tcly  upon  their  being  so  proved? 
— Upon  my  wurd,  I  do  not  know  what  you 
mean  by  the  expression.' 

Were  they  expunged  from  the  books  of  the 
society^  I  tukc  it  for  granted  tli:»t  ynu,  find- 
ing out  that  they  wcrejudgcii  tu  be  a  iibcl, 
proposed  their  being  expunged? — I  never  did. 

Nor  any  body  else,  I  believe.  You  did  see 
3flr.  Yorke  at  Mr.  Gales's  just  before  the 
meeting  at  the  Castle  Hi!U— ^es,  I  did*. 

Who  was  along  with  him  tlu-ru?— Tie  was 
fining  at  Mr.  Gales's;  Mr.  Gales  was  pre- 
sent, and  a  Mr.  Warwick  was  present ;  aud 
Mr.  Carnage  came  into  the  room* 

Were  yoti  at  the  niceting  previous  to  the 
meetingat  the  Castle  ii  til;  you  were  present 
at  Mr.  Gales's,  vrben  Gales^  Mr.  Yorke^  and 
Wf.  Camaiijc  were  top;cthcr*— Yls. 

It  u'3S  proposed  and  agreed  to  at  Uiis  meet- 
ing  u[>on  the  9nd  of  April,  that  fliere  sliould 
be  a  petition  for  a  reform  of  parliament? — It 
•was  agitated,  bul  not  nnilly  «f^tt!f'!.  t!iat 
th«re  should  be  a  j>elitiou  to  liic  IIou^c  oi' 
Commons. 

You  told  that  gentleman  it  certainly  was 
not  asreed  to  be  rejected  There  was  not  a 
final  decision  about  iC. 

Was  the  decision  that  it  should  not  he  se- 
conded?—  No,  there  was  no  new  decision 
at  all  about  it.  because  I  believe  no  body 
sisnped  farwftrd  to  second  it 

Do  3'ou  recollect  eveiypersoii  present  in 
the  committee  i — No. 

You  will  then  take  upon  ydu'lb  switr  tint 
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Mr.  Yorke  was  not  there  htmseil  i" — 1  poai- 
tively  believe  that  Bfr.  Yorke  was  notthere^ 
Will  ^ou  positively  swCftS  thai  he  WIS  noi^ 

— -I  beheve  he  was  not. 

Have  vou  recollection  enough  to  swear  pok 
sitively  that  be  was  not;  you  cannot  recollect 
all  that  were  present;  upon  your  oath  Mp, 
Voike  was  not  there  at  that  time? — caa 
say  no  farther  than  I  believe  be  was  not 

You  heard  the  greatest  part  of  this  b  .  k 
read,  how  soon  ought  ^ou  hear  it  read  attec 
it  was  published      did  not  bear  it  read  in^ 
mediately  after ;  I  had  not  heard  it  read  tbfr 
greatest  part  of  it  till  "u  ilhiu  these  few  days.  . 

Were  you  mucii  pleased  with  the  speech 
you  heard  at  the  Castle  HillP-^Yes. 

Were  you  anxious  to  pcc  the  accouitt  of  ib 
as  soon  as  published  ?— Certainly. 

Tlien  when  it  was  published  by  Mr.  Gslsa 

your  curiosity  excited  you  to  sec  it?— AftSOOA' 
as  I  knew  that  it  was  puhli.shcd. 

Then  immediately  upou  its  coming  out^ 
youf  oviosity  excited  you  to  know  if  U  was 
the  same  speech?— Yei^  and  I  found  ittolaUj 
dissimilar. 

Did  not  you  speak  to  Mr.  Gales  slwutitl-i' 

No. 

Do  not  you  know  Mr.  Gales  was  the  pub* 
Usher  of  it  ?— I  do  not  know  it. 

I  ask  you  upon  your  oath,  if  he  was  not 
the  ni.Hi  to  your  knowledge  that  puhlibhedit? 
— I  eau,  wiLh  the  grtsitea I  safely,  swear  that  I 
did  not  know  it. 

Did  you  nol  buy  one  at  Mr,  Gales's?— No^ 
I  did  not. 

Where  did*  VDu  get  that  which  you  had  ?^ 

I  can  po^iitivcly  say  I  had  not  it  tliere,  and  t 
believe  my  father-in-law  brought  it  to 

house. 

At  that  time  did  he  not  tell  you  bft  had  ift 

from  Mr.  Gales? — No^he  did  BOt^ 
Is  he  here  ? — No. 

Perhaps  you  have  seen  a  copy  of  the  ma- 

nusrrljU  ?— Xo,  I  have  not. 

You  can  perhaps  tril  us  the  parts  in  which 
it  agreed  with  Mr.  Voice's  speech  r— -1  have 
already  said  it  b<»enosortof  resemblance; 
for  the  speech  tipon  the  Castle  Hill  was  a 
speech  which  tended  to  peace  and  good  order. 

Then  the  printed  one  is  not  so  ?— Smoe  pait 
of  it  is  much  strongs  than  Mr.  Yorkers  e»> 
pressions. 

Did  Mr.  Yorke,  in  his  speech  upon  tlie 
Castle  Hill,  say  any  thing  about  the  558  gcn« 
tlcmen  in  St.  Stephen's  chapel,  and  their 
bcin^  sent  about  their  business?— I  believe 
Mr.  yorke  made  mention  of  tbe  558  gentle* 
men  in  St.  Stcphen'.s  chapel. 

Being  sent  about  Uxcir  business — was  that 
neotionedN^I  believe  it  wast 

Then  so  far  it  is  not  totally  dissimilar. — 
Do  you  rcnu-niber  any  lhir.«j  of  combustible 
ingredients— that  mubt  alarm  vou  a  little?—*' 
No. 

Or  poFitlcal  explosion  ? — I  will  not  swcir  it 
I  believe  he  did  not  make  use  of  such  au  eirr 

* 

piesiiOiQ. 
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'Will  you  svire&r  he  did  notP— To  the  best  Wis  Hit  matter  Niddi  ftgHiltli  iBuM^ 
of  my  recollection,  1  believe  he  did  not  Yes ;  but  it  «■*  settled— it 

Did  he  ii?e  any  surh  expression  as  grand   -vcrtisc  to  call  the  meeting, 
political  explosion?— To  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lecUbn,  I  do  not  beKeve  thtt  iie  did. 

Any  thing  about  burying  despOtjBm-  lilMt 
you  do  not  recollect  ? — ^No. 

Any  thing  about  the  grandeur  and  dignity 
of  freedom?— No;  I  do  not  r^ollect  that. 

But  you  will  not  take  upon  yourself  to 
swear  that  no  such  words  did  pass?— No,  I 
will  not 

■  Now,  this  motion  that  was  midp,  that  was 
not  decided  whether  it  should  be  carried  or 
hot ;  when  it  was  made  it  iUI  to  the  gruund, 
nobody  seconded  itf-^I  do  notrememoer  that 
any  body  did. 

And  you  are  a  great  friend  to  reform  in  par- 
liament imd  petiuoning?— Tea,  and  I  hope  I 
ever  shall  bo. 

Then  how  came  you  neither  to  second  it 
nor  get  any  body  else  to  second  it,  nor  get  it 
put  in  the  shape  of  being  put  to  the  meet- 
mg ?--Dccausc  1  did  not  feel  myself  free  to 
do  it  at  that  meeting. 

I  ask  you,  if  your  reason  for  not  bang  free 
to  do  it  was  not  because  you  had  been  at  the 
committee  meeting  previous? — Do  you  mean 
the  Castle  Hilt  meeting? 

You  said  you  did  not  consider  yourself  free 
to  vote  for  that  motion  upon  the  Castle  Hill. 
Now,  I  ask,  if  the  reason  of  vour  not  being 
free  to  vote  for  that  was  not,  that,  it  the  pre- 
vious meeting;,  it  was  resolved  not  to  be  se- 
conded?—I  do  nutjrecollect  any  such  thing, 
nor  I  do'hot  believe  It  Was. 

Now  I  ask  you,  in  so  many  words,  whe- 
ther you  have  never  sworn  that  it  was  re- 
solyecl  at  that  committee  meeting,  previous 
l6  the  meeting  of  the  7th  of  April,  that  this 
motion  shoiiin  not  be  resolved,  or  to  that 
efl'ect? — 1  am  sure  I  du  not  recollect  it. 

Have  ymi'not  iwofn,  that  it  fesblved 
al  that  commiltec  nieeting,  nut  to  petition 
the  Commons  House  of  I'arliamcnt  again? — 
I  do  not  recollect  whether  I  have  sworn  it. 

Then  if  you  have  so  sworn  it,  Htia  all  lalae* 
hood?-r-I  do  not  tcrollcct  it. 

Mr.  Tmving — But  if  jou  have  so  sworn,  is 
Iklrue  or  raise?  You  ean  easily  answer  tnat 
If  you  will — 'tis  a  very  plain  question?—— 
Your  silence  may  be  heller  tiian  your  answer, 
and  may  save  you,  and  therefbt-e  you  may  go 
along  ab'out  your  business. 

Mr.  Yorke. — It  is  inhuman  to  treat  a  sick 
man  in  that  manner;  I  requested  he  might 
have  a  chair,  bat  it  has  not  beeo  brought, 
^Qugh  ordered  by  Ms  lordship. 


Edward  SmUk  iworn.— Enkmmd  ^*lfr. 

Huth'im. 

Were  you  in  the  committee  on  the  2od  of 
April,  1794?— Yes,  I  was. 

Do  you  recollect  a  proposal  made  for  call- 
ing the  meeting  of  the  7th  of  April  ?— 
▼•fy  well. 

It  Wat  Made  io  Iht  fiimnitt<ti  iMnK-nTft.^ 
X 


Was  Mr.  Yorlie  there  at  the  time  it 
agreed  ? — No. 

Where  was  Mr.  Yorke  at  that  UnelMMl 
of  town,  we  understood. 

Do  vott  reooUeet  whoi  Mr.  Yotke  waa  in- 
formed  of  itP— It  waa  agreed  to  aeiid  ftr  Ibw 
Y'orke. 

When  did  you  see  Mr.  Yorke  aflerwards?-* 
I  think  it  was  upon  tiio'Friday. 

When  you  saw  him,  did  be,  or  not,  ap- 
prove of  wliat  the  committee  had  done  Not 
altogether;  they  proposed  for  him,  before  ha 
came,  to  take  the  chair,  which  he  ffelbaads 
when  he  came,  he  said  he  was  unprepered,  he 
had  rather  take  somebody  else  of  tlie  town; 
that  he  waanotan  inhanitant  of  the  Imi% 
and  so  on. 

Were^u  in  the  committee  when  amotioA 
for  petitioniog  the  Home  of  ComnMiia  Iva 
reform  was  made?— It  was  a^^latod  in  the 

committee. 

Was  any  agreement  made  that  a  motion 
should  be  mam  fyt  the  purposa  of  bdog 
jccted  ? — No. 

Was  Mr.  Yorke  present  when  that  motioa 
waa  made  for  it  f — No. 

Were  you,  on  the  f  tb  of  ApiiL  tbt 
Castle  Hill  ?— Yes. 

How  far  were  you  from  Mr.Yoike?— Fite 
or  six  yards. 

Have  you  read  this  speech,  supposed  to 
have  been  spoken  by  him,  in  the  printed 
book?— I  dia  read  it  at  mmtn  time,  aooat 
time  after  it  was  printed. 

Does  that  contain  the  substance  of  what 
Mr.  Yorke  spoke  or  not?— No;  it  does  not 

Did  Mr.  Yorke,  or  not,  make  use  of  this 
expres<-ion:  *'  slink  scowling  back  into  tha 
cave  ot  obscurity  ?" — No. 

Then  you  sav  the  printed  book  does  not 
contain  the  substance  of  what  Mr.  Yirke 
said,  nor  did  you  hear  slink  scowling  back 
into  ^e  cave  <^  obscurity*'  made  use  off-* 
No,  I  did  not 

If  such  an  expression  was  made  use  of, 
should  not  you  have  recollected  it? — Most 
certainly  I  should. 

What  wus  the  general  tendency  of  the 
speech  Mr.  Yorke  made? — He  fir&t  addressed 
the  people  in  this  manner;  be  aaid,  them 
were  people  came  out  of  airiosity,  and  some 
for  spies,  and  so  on  ;  and  therefore  he  would 
be  upon  his  guard,  and  Locke  should  be  his 
guide  chiefly. 

Was  it  to  promote  peace,  violence,  et 
what?— To  promote  peace  and  good  order. 

Was  there  anr  thing  b  that  speech  vftm 
the  Castle  Hill  tnat  conveyed  tu  ymi  any  in- 
clination in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Yorkelo  pitmli 
disturbance? — None  at  all. 

Did  you  collect,  from  what  h^  SBad^  'lhil 
he  meant  to  traduce  the  Hooif  CttMMlf 
—Nothing  but  a  reform. 
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I'Sadtk  cww  wimiaid  tgr  Mr.  Imt, 

He  began  with  Locke  and  ended  with 
Locke?— lie  Mid  he  sbould  make  thai  his 
guide. 

Xou  are  a  judge^  I  know,  of  what  is  orderly 
and  good  government ;  what  has  been  done 
with  that  volume  of  Taiue's  Eights  of  Mi^ 
jop  bad  atthe  OUBaUey?*— I  had  nol  it 
there. 

But  you  faid  yoa  thoughi.well  of  it?— I 
^id  not. 

You  say  you  did  not  make  use  of  the  words 
^  thought  well  of  it?"-f— Not  altogeth^; 
that  W9S  the  word  I  said. 

1^  you  mma  to  nj  thai  you  put  in  a  qua- 
lifying word?— Yoa  teem  to  waot  to  take  no- 
"lice  of  what  I  say. 

Did  you  put  ju  the  word  "  altogether" 
mhen  I  tanr  you  Ust? — I  did. 

Do  you  recollect  any  thiog  about  the  5dA 
gentlemen? — Yes. 

What  was  to  be  done  with  themF— Wheb 
there  was  a  revolution  of  sentiment,  whqn 
^e  people  were  enhghtcncd,  then  these  65a 
gctotlenie^  might  be  sent  away,  and  put  ii^ 
pwhODfSy  more  fair,  into  their  place. 

Rejpeal  it? — Tliat  wiica  tlic  people  were 
fnligntened  they  ukiAil  away  and  o titers 
fut  m  their  room,  and  that  there  should  be  a 
Reform  in  the  representation. 

It  v(as  a  re^oi^me^tiun  of  that  which 
iras  MaoeM  and  orderly  ?— Yes. 

Whether  orderly,  or  not  so,  orderly  as 
Paine's  book,  or  a  little  of  that  tUfaog  i^ut 
ii?— I  do  not  understand  yo\4. 

Was  it  as  orderl;^  as  Paine*a  book?— He 
t^oyghinf  had  a  nghtto  equal  lepmiDta. 

I  ask  you  what  l\e  sai4^— -I  underslood  the 
plan  just  as  I  tell  you. 

Was  it  as  orderly  a  performance  as  Paine's 
book  P — Painc's  book  and  tiiat  may  not  alto- 
gether agree. 

In  what  does  the  priiiriple  differ — one  re- 
form, and  the  other  revolution. — ^Xs  that  it? — 

How  loDZ  was  this  published  before  you 
taw  it? — I  dare  say  two  or  three  months. 

Vou  know  of  these  being  sent  to  Loudon  in 
a  box  ?-~Nflv  I  do  not 

Were  not  you  vastly  shocked  about  scowl- 
iac,  v»fi  all  that iu  it? — I  was  surprised. 

•  Wat  did  you  say  to  Mr.  Gales.— Did  not 
yifn  say  he  was  the  saddest  rogue  in  the  | 
WoH^  to  publish  such  an  account  of  Mr.  i 
YojJ^'a speech? — I  do  not  know  much  of  Mr.  | 

Now,  name  that  created  bcint;  to  whom 
jfou  meniioiuNi  that  it  w»s  dis&inular  i — Some 
•fo^  shop*aalee. 

•  DldjKOU  make  any  objection  to  any  tiling 


'  ^  See  the  cross-examination  of  this  Edward 
Smith  by  Mr.  Garrow,  on  the 
JUardy,  ante,  Vol.  ^4,  p.  iOifk 
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but  the  scowling  and  the  cave  of  obscurity.^ 
*'  Now,  I  trast,  m^  countrymen  are  sick  of 
religious  and  poUtical  imposture,  and  th|kt 
their  decisive  and  manly  conduct  will  com- 
mand, in  an  imperious  tone,  which  will  laive 
no  denial,  not  a  melioration  of  those  eoor* 
mous  abu'5C3  which  would  be  to  compromisQ 
with  injustice,;  but,  I  trust,  they  will  d^csfl^d 
the  aonihilalton  of  corruptions  and  ahuKi^ 
and  a  restitution  of  the  original  ri^tsof  hu» 
man  nature  ?" — That  ums  not  in. 

About  "  an  imperious  tone  that  would 
lake  no  denial  ?"— 1  do  not  remember  it. 

"Combustibles"  probably  not? — Certainly 
not;  1  thought  it  a  very  peaceable  speech, 

was  lie  called  by  a  ¥oice  to  the  chidrP«- 
Yes. 

A  heavenly  des^gnatiou?— No;  he  vat 
called  to  tlie  chair- 
Mr.  Justice  Rooke.— Did  you  say,  at  Mr. 

Gales's  shop,  that  there  was  some  diftlicDce  J 
— No,  I  only  &aifl  to  m^  shop-mate:*  that 
there  was  a  ouTereooe. 

Mr.  Lew. — Where  did  you  get  your  copy 
of  that  !?pcech? — I  borrowed  it  of  one  Ix)dge« 

And  you  lent       the  lUgbta  of  Man  ?— 

rAonat  IMKen  swera.-* Eiuuned  by  Mir. 

Were  you  present  at  the  meetuu;  upon  the 
Qwtl^-hiU?— Yes. 

How  iar  were  you  from  Mr.  Yorke?— About 
ten  yards. 

Have  you  read  th^t  printed  account  ? — Yes. 

Is  thai  the  substance  of  the  speech  deli- 
vered by  Mr.  Yorke  ?— No,  it  is  oot 

I  see  in  that  book  an  expression  of  "  slink 
wowling  back?" — I  do  not  recollect  Jdr. 
tfwke  making  use  of  any  such  expression. 

Should  you  have  recollected  it  if  he  had 
made  use  of  il?— It  is  a  very  particular  ex- 
pression, and  I  thmk  it  would  have  struck 
my  ^^nd  if  he  had  made  use  of  it 

Do  you  recollect,  at  any  time,  Mr.  Yorke's 
mentioning  Paine's  liights  of  Man,  or  Faine'a 
books,  or  any  of  bis  publicatiops?-~I  never 
beard  bim  rccoromeud  any  bocuMb  9U$ 
meeting,  but  two. 

VV^at  were  thev.'— One  was  Locke,  the 
other  was  I  rorget  the  author's  name; 
but  it  was  upon  crimes  and  punishments. 

Mi^.  Yorke. — Was  it  B^cccaria? — I  believe 
it  was. 

Mr.  Laio. — You  read  it  in  the  Oli^nal  Ita- 
lian, I  take  it  for  granted. 

Air.  Uoiham. — l)id  you  ever  hear  him  ex- 
press any  wish  to  change  the  constitution?-— 
No,  I  only  heard  him  wish  for  a  reform  in 
the  Commons  Uouse  of  I'arliament ;  not  to 
change  the  constitution  in  its  original  purity. 

Were  arms  ever  mentioned  by  Mr.  Yorke  P 
— I  never  heard  him  mention  arms  in  my 
life. 

Now,  from  what  you  have  heasd 
speech  on  the  Castle-hill,  did  you  conceive  it 
to  be  a  speech  Mcofiuneoding  peac^  4|uiatp 
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jicss,  and  eood  order,  or  one  tendinp;  to  set 
.people  by  the  ears,  and  embroiling  the  na- 
4ion?'^I  believe  it  to  be  a  speech,  the  tenor 
,of  wliich  recommended  peace  and  good  order. 

Were  YOU  acquainted,  for  any  ieng^th  of 
time,  wftti  Mr.  Yurkef^No,  tiie  first  time  I 
jcvcr  heard  h\m  was  in  1793. 

What  was  Mr.  Yorke's  general  demeanor? 
—I  never  saw  any  thing  ni  Mr.  Yorke's  ge- 
jMral  demeanor  but  what  tended  to  instruct 
mankind,  and  to  leoomnead  peao?  a^d  good 
,OTder. 

Were  yen  at  the  Bind  at  tfaeliiiie^. 
Torke  waa  there  f— Yes. 

.y%m^  ^etd^  cross-examiiutd  by  J£r. 
Wood, 

You  are  not  a  committee-man  ?— No. 

You  never  attended  their  meetings  ? — No. 

He  recommended  peace  and  good  order  ia 
#he  speech  ? — Yes. 

What?  you  were  to  turn  ont  the  558 geOr 
Alemen  peaceably  and  orderly  ? — No. 

Did  he  not  say  any  thicg  about  them  P — 
Yes,  I  did  hear  him  say  something  about  it. 

To  send  tiiem  about  their  business — was  it 
not?— I  cannot  recollect  how  he  spoke  it; 
hut  I  know  tl\^  was  sometbnig  in  it  about 
^t.  Stcpiien's. 

You  understand  what  that  was,  I  suppose? 

WUnm^^mndenlloodi  AaA  jjt  was  the  place 
where  the  representatives  met. — Do  yuu 
mean  that  branch  of  the  government? 

Mr.  Wood. — Yes;  that  they  were  to  be 
turned  OKt  of  Si.  Stephen's  chapel  ?— I  heard 
something  tut  i  cannot  positively  say  what 
lihe  sentence  was. 

Nor  you  did  not  know  the  meaning  of  it? — 
I  did  not  understand  him  to  !n»>rm  to  rut  off 
:the  present  goveratuent ;  i  undcrsiuod  a  pre- 
form in  the  representation. 

Did  not  yoti  want  to  get  into  St.  Stepheofs 
Chapel  yourself^  now  ? — ^No. 

Whet  sort  or  men  would  you  put  in  .the 
room  of  tt)crn — yuur  own  society,  I  suppose? 
.—No — no  such  thing. 

Do  you  remember  any  thing  about  tlie 
iDwers^n  people — the  people  are  the  sove- 
reign— they  have  di'jrraced  themselves  by 
petitioning  ? — No,  I  du  not  recollect  any  thing 
of  that  kind. 

You  cannot  remember  any  thing  ? — Yes,  I 
.can;  Mr.  Gales  read  a  petition  to  the  king^ 
respeetint^  Mr.  Muirand  Mr.  Palmer. 

Any  -ttun^  aboutarevoluiion  ? — He  showed 
the  dreadful  fonsequenccs  of  a  revolution 

Did  not  he  hay  he  was  concerned  in  revo- 
Jutions  ? — No. 

U  hicli  w  the  revoliilion  he  reprobated — 
tObS,  waj>  itf— Noj  revolutions  in  other 
.countries— that  they  were  fktal. 

Did  you  sec  that  in  the  speech  ?  —No. 

Mas  Mr.  Yorke  read  it  to  you  lately  ?— No; 
I  did  not  cotne  here  to  It^iu  iny  lesson,  but 
to  tell  the  truth. 

Have  you  been  with  him  lateljP^ BUf 
o^unscl  examined  us  in  his  room. 


Did  he  read  it  to  you? — No,  there  was  a 
person  at  the  inn  1  am  at,  thai  read  some  of 
It,  Mr.  Moses  Taylor. 

Who  he?"— A  jicrson  that  comr':  iroiB 
Sheffield,  and  we  wished  to  hear  it  read. 

And  you  could  fix  upon  no  passage  that 
yotj  heard  Mr.  Yorke  say.* — Yes,  that  about 

the  558  gentlemcti  1  recollect  be  5i  4 

something  about  them,  but  1  do  not  recoiica 
that  sentence. 

Where  did  vou  srct  it — at  Mr.  Galp-^'-' 
I  cot  it,  I  believe,  at  our  bouse  where  1  live 
—I  did  not  purchase  it. 

Where  do  you  live  f— At  one  J^ba  Bttlm'aJ 

Ebeimtr  lUMs  sworik— Emnuied  by  Ur. 

Yorke. 

Do  you  remember  being  at  the  Castle  mi 
upon  the  Ttli  of  April? — 1  was. 
How  far  ofiF  were  you  Irom  me^-^nooi 

eight  lu  ten  yards. 

You  heard  me  distinctly? — Yes. 

Can  you  recollect  any  of  the  discourse  ?— 
I  recollect  the  spirit  of  the  discourse.  You 
commenced  by  stating,  that  you  imagined 
there  were  some  spies  present— that  yoa 
should  be  very  guarded,  with  respect  to  ths 
expressions  you  might  make  use  of  on  that 
day ;  and,  you  likewise  declared,  you  did  noC 
mean  to  broach  any  new  doctrines,  and  tluit 
you  should  defend  the  doctrine  you  ahouli 
that  day  broach,  from  the  writings  of  Locke, 
who  had  received  1,000/.  a^year  for  writing 
that  book,  and  had  been  preftsrred  to  the  oflk« 
of  master  of  the  Mint. 

Did  I  6jfQ9k  of  a  reform  in  parliament  f-^ 
Yes. 

Any  thing  about  levelling  property  ? — You 
drcl.iinird  ri^iiust  it;  said  It  was  n  very  wild* 
idea;  tiiat  tttobc  only  were  the  levellers  who 
wished  to  reduce  men  to  a  level  witli  ths 

brutes. 

Did  you  ever  read  tlus  book,  iniiiuled  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Public  Meeting  P'— Yea. 
When  did  you  read  it?— I  believe  ia  a  d^Jf 

or  two  after  it  %vas  published. 
'     Did  titc  speech  upon  the  Castlc-hill  oxake 

any  impression  upon  JTOUrmladf— >It  did. 
1      bid  you  ch^rrvr  nny  dlffivSOOe^— Yci^  • 
.  ve^  astonishutgdtttcrence. 

DO  you  think  if  I  were  to  read  you  aajr 
pre^'-siuDs  that  you  could  charge  your  memory 
with  them  ?— 1  will  read  to  you. — Fellow 
citizens,  the  day  is  at  length  arrived,  whea 
fanaticism  and  superstition,  deprived  of  their 
tin'^el  trapping?,  and  exposed  in  their  nathe 
I  u£lines%  blink  scowling  back  lo  Uie  cave  ef 
I  obscurity;  there,  I  hope,  they  will  everrcMM% 
;  thr  rnf  r^y  of  Eiiglishmr  \\  '\]]  no  longer  eil- 
dutc  thib  strange  uproar  of  uiju&lire,  I  trusip 
my  countrymen  are  «ck  of  neligionsaiid  pofi- 
tical  imposture,  and  that  their  decisive  and 
manly  conduct  will  command,  in  an  impe- 
rious tone,  which  will  take  no  denial,  not  a 
melioration  of  those  enoroMus  abuses,  wMsiir 
would  be  to  ronipromi'p  with  ifiju«itirf  :  hnt, 
I  trust,  they  will  deiSAod  the  •nmhiiaiion  M 
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corrttrtifl«indflNMi»  •ndthererthttOcmof 

the  original  rights  of  human  nature." — Do 
yon  rpm-  raber  that? — I  do  uot,  nor  i  do  not 
think  anv  such  expressions  were  used. 

Slinkiiig  Inekr— No;  I  do  not  leeol- 

lect  it. 

J^or  any  tiling  about  scowling  away  ? — No. 
It  bftviog  mtMC  tu  impression  upon  your 

mind,  do  you  think  you  should  be  able  to 
recollect  it  if  you  had  heard  it? — 1  think  I 
should. 

Do  Tou  remember  thttf-^^  It  must  be 
prsntfJ  thai  this  experience  ts  important, 
because  it  teaclies  the  suffering  nations  of 
tile  present  dav,  in  what  menner  to  prepare 
their  combustible  in~rrM!irnts,  and  humanists 
in  what  manner  to  enkiudie  them,  so  as  to 
|ut>duce,  with  effect,  that  grand  poHtietl 
explosion,  whicli,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
buries  despotism,  already  convulsive  and  ! 
Agonizing  in  ruins,  may  raise  up  the  people 
to  the  dignity  slid  stiblime  graadeur  or  mo- 
dom." — I  <!o  1101  remember  it. 

Polihcai  explo:>ion  is  an  imcommcm  burst 
of  speech  f-^l  am  pretty  certain  that  poKticiil 
Aiplosion  was  not  made  use  of— I  am  as  po- 
sitive as  a  person  fifteen  months  after  can  1^, 
and  having  made  no  minutes  of  the  speech. 

Nor  combostible  mgredients?— I  do  not 
fecollect  it. 

Nor  bulging  despotism  ?— No. 
'  Do  you  Know  «  man  of  the  name  of  Frith, 
a  surgeon  ? — Yes. 

liad  you  ever  any  conversation  wlih  him 
respecting  me  ? — Yes. 

When^->8o  late  as  last  Satmdfty  in  Ibe 
forenoon. 

TMr.  Law  objected  to  Mr.  Yorke's  going 
Imb  that  eireumslanee,  not  having  examined 

Frith  to  it;  the  Court  allowed  the  objection.] 

Mr.  Torke, — Did  yon  ever  hear  nie  say  that 
government  would  pack  juries  ? — 1  do  not  re- 
collect that 

I  am  speaking  solely  of  the  7th  of  April; 
if  you  had  heard  that  circumstance  it  won  Id 
liave  stroelc  yvxi^^It  might,  but  not  so  stroi 

SSSOmeolb  r  cxprcssiuns. 

Did  you  hear  roe  say  that  the  jury  at  Lan- 
caster were  corrupt,  and  would  have  con- 
iricted  us ;  but  the  vile  tools  of  administiatioa 
had  (riven  it  upf— I  do  not  remember  your 
mentioning  any  such  thing. 

Do  you  recollect  my  desiring  the  people  to 
get  arms  on  the  7th  of  April  '^Nm  ;  arxl  I 
am  very  confident  you  did  not  desire  the  peo- 
ple to  get  arms ;  if  any  thing  of  that  sort  bad 
been  said,  I  must  have  observed  it,  because 
it  would  have  convinced  me  that  you  were  not 
the  person  I  apprehended  you  to  be. 

And,  pray,  what  kind  of  a  person  did  you 
apyirehrTid  me  to  he  ? — I  apprehended  you  to 
be  an  ludwidual,  much  attached  to  the  cause 
#f  nfbrai ;  hot  never  understood  your  ideas 
went  any  farther. 

Do  you  remember  this  particular  expression 
You  behold  before  you,  young  as  I  am, 
nbatiil— mdf  11*;  ann^  who  faM  been 
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Mcannd  ki  three  letoliltionBilrBady;  who 

essentially  contributed  to  serve  the  revolution 
in  America;  who  essentially  contributed  to 
that  in  Holland;  who  materially  assisted  thai 
in  France;  and  whowiU  still  con  11  nne  to  caiue 
revolutioasal)  over  the  world  1"— You  did  not 
say  so. 

Will  yott  taho  upon  you,  upon  your  oath,  to 
say,  you  never  heard  -ivkU  an  expression.' — I 
never  did ;  I  should  have  thought  you  a  veiy 
wild  fellow  if  you  had. 

I  will  read  it  to  you  again.  You  behold 
before  yon,  voting!;  as  I  am,  about  22  years  of 
age;  a  man,  who  has  been  concerned  in 
three  revoludons  already;  who  eneBdaDy 
contributed  to  serve  the  revolution  in  Ame- 
rica; who  essentially  contributed  to  that  in 
HoHand;  who  materiallv  assisted  that  ia 
France  ;  and  who  will  itill  continue  to  cause 
I  revolutions  all  over  the  world." — Turn  to  the 
jury  and  say,  bef  ore  God  and  your  country, 
that  you  did  not  hear  such  expressions 
can  positively  say,  before  God  and  my  coiHW 
try,  that  you  did  not  say  any  sudi  things 

What  do  you  think  was  the  geneni  ten. 
dency  of  my  speech  upon  the  Castle-hill  f-.'I 
conceive  it  was  to  ndvi'ie  the  people  to  be  very 
orderly  in  their  conduct,  to  endeavour  to  dis- 
seminate  political  information,  and  that  your 
ideas  extended  to  no  greater  a  degrrc  than 
that^  and  by  that  means  they  would  become 
seiMible  of  any  abuses  in  the  mode  of  election 
or  rojirc-eril.ition. 

'Ihen  you  thought  the  political  knowlc(??e 
I  wished  them  to  acquire,  was  the  knowledge 
of  their  own  eoimtry;  not  to  teach  them 
revolutionary  doctrines,  or  the  doctrine  of  tbo 
holy  and  immaculate  guillotine  '.'^ — No, 

Ebcnuer  Rhodei  cross  examined   by  Mr* 
Topping. 

Do  you  remember  something  about  le- 
vellers— "Those  are  levellers  whose  handsara 
dipped  in  the  public  spoils."  ? — I  do  not  ro> 
collect  there  was  any  such  thing. 

Will  you  swear  there  was  not?— No  I  do' 
not  mean  to  swear  any  such  thing. 

*'Who  assert  impunity  for  crimes,  and  in- 
violability of  persons.''? — ^No;  I  cannot  call 
such  expressions  to  my  mind. 

You  had  the  book  a  day  or  two  after  it  was 
published  Yes. 

Uow  soon  was  it  published  aflerthe  speech 
wa^  spoke  n  ?— I  cannot  ssy;  I  should  supposa 
about  a  week  or  two. 

You  saw  the  publication; — how  did  you 
get  it  ?— I  got  a  young  nan  to  call  at  Mr. 
Gales*s  shop  for  it. 
An  intimate  friend  of  his? — Yes. 
Mr.  Gales  published  this  ?— >Yes ;  they  wm 
^old  at  his  sDop^  therefore  he  vpas  the  pid)- 
lisher. 

Mr.  Broombead  was  your  secretary ;  was 
not  he  ?— Our  secietaiy^I  do  not  know  what 

you  mean. 

Were  not  you  one  of  the  committee  I — No^ 
not  was  I  a  nMmber  of  the  society. 
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Were  you  present  when  th«  IMS  of  tfaM   .  .gL. 

was  sent  to  London  ?— No.  IWfWWM  nr. 

Did  not  you  see  the  atimseript  in  Mr* 

^alcs's  shop? — No. 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Gales  soon  after  you  cot 
tiie  printed  copy  ?— I  cannot  say  thai  1  did 
tee  him  within  a  week  of  the  time. 

Mr.  Gales  beard  the  speech  at  the  meeting 
•s  well  as  jrou,  I  suppose — I  suppose  so-rho 
wMlbefft«*l  Mw  hia  tlibdnt  tbc  cfiiDiDtiio*- 
ment  of  the  tpeocby  but  did  «>»  OM.  Urn 

4aer. 

You  saw  Mr.  Gales  very  near  the  tribune  ? 
«»Vea»  Idid. 

Were  Mr.  Gales  mmI Mr.  YofiDtWlilMiOf 
I  believe  they  were. 

You  remember  Idt  lodgtes  It  Ml.  Gales^ 
perhaps? — No,  I  do  not,  nor  I  do  not  believe 
Be  ever  aid  lodge  there. — I  have  some  roMon 
to  believe  he  lodged  elsewhere.  * 

Do  you  remember  such  an  expression  as 
the  558  gentlemen  ? — 1  do  remunber  the  ex- 
pression of  liie  66d  geBtlemeu  going  about 
tbdrbwiBMi. 

^nd  8t  StephcBf^chipd^  yoq  onanbir  ? 


swo 


bjMr. 


Wnrmidt 
IgrMr.  IMe, 

Were  you  present  at  the  niccling  on  the 
7th  of  April  ?— Ye^  80  jiear  tint  i could dii- 
linctly  hear  you. 
What  induced  you  to  gothcieN--Carioiitj. 
Arc  you  a  member  of  any  pftliliMl  lock^ 
in  the  Kingdom  ^--Nul  any. 

Do  you  recollect  particularly  the  ipeeAa 
that  I  made  tliat  day  ?— They  made  a  grait 
impression  upon  my  mind ;  but  I  never  lock 
particular  notice  of  tliera  afterwards,  cicept 
oaeertwo  instancei^whkhlbamwedeMi 
io  your  vindication. 

What  were  those  expressions?— rarLcu< 
larly  decljuming  against  l^elling  principlfi, 
ana  producing  several  examples  to  show 
folly  and  wickedness  of  adopting  any  sudi 
system :  that  is  the  principle  of  wh&t  I  xi* 
miced  iu  your  defaace  |  but  I  can  enter  into 
the  spirit  of  pMmge  that  may  be  mii 
to  me. 

Hmna  ym  tmt  lead  that  pamphlet M 

have. 

\v  hen      aeyoff  atiW  it  ttU  the  dij  bcftn 

yesterday. 

Do  you  tlunk  what  tbia  book  contaiiis  iit 

Senuine  account? — I  never  read  it  till  the 
ay  before  yesterday,  and  then  was  hhk^ 
turpmed  at  the  dianmilaiity* 

Did  you  ever  hear  such  an  expression « 
this---"  Fellow  Citizens;  the  day  is  at  IcDgtk 


Do  3rou  hotm  Dr.  IMlh  f'-^Yt*, 

What  did  boiay  loyou  about  the  meeting  ? — 
He  called  upon  roeashewas  going  to  theCastle- 

li^  and  asked  me,  if  I  would  go  with  biro,  |  arrived,  when  fanaticism  and  superstiuoD, 
and  I  told  himnoy  Icouldnotipara  time  to  '  deprived  of  their  tinsel  trappings,  aitd  u- 
and  when  the  meeting  was  over,  he  called  post  d,  in  their  native  usItflM^s  to  the  tk* 
in;  I  asked  him  bow  be  hked  licnry  Yorke,  of  mankind,  slink  scowling  back  to  tba 
he  said,  «  extfaerdteaiy  weU,  he  ftorfectly  ea«i»  of  obMority;  there,  I  bofNy  they  will 


agreed  with  all  he  said  ;  and  farther,  th  it  uc 
was  too  mild  a  man  to  be  of  the  Shetheld 
Constitutional  Society,  that  he  would  soon  be 
knocked  off  the  list;  only  one  thio^  he  ob- 
jected to,  and  that  was,  that  the  will  of  tlic 
people  was  the  supreme  law,  whicii  he  ob- 
jected to." 

I  wish  you  to  repeat  what  he  said  to  you  ? 
>IIe  said  "  he  hked  Henry  Yorke  extraor 


ever  remain.  The  energy  of  Eir^Iishracn  "ilil 
no  loageff  eiulure  tbb  strange  uproar  of  ia- 
justice.  I  trmt  my  countiymen  aresidtif 
reli^gious  aqd  political  imposture,  and  thit 
their  derisive  and  manly  conduct  will  com- 
mand, in  an  intpenous  tone,  which  vrill  tske 
I  no  deBial<»iiot  a  melioration  of  theie  latn 
Otis  abuse?,  which  would  be  to  compron-ise 
with  injustice ;  but  I  trust  they  wiU  deai*i4 


dioary  well ;  he  said,  that  \\e  perfectly  agreed  the  aonihifartibli  of  conuptioos  and 


vith  every  tiling  that  he  said,  and  that  he 
was  too  mdd  a  man  to  lead  the  Constitutional 
Society ;  he  agreed  with  every  thing,  but  that 
the  will  of  the  people  was  the  supreme  law.*' 

C^rneUtu  Tiighr  aoss-eiamined  by  Mr.  Xcv. 

'  How  Ion?  was  it  before  this  meetmg  tbat 
you  knew  Mr.  Yorke  was  to  make  thisspearh? 
-~I  did  not  know  Henry  Yorke. 

Did  you  not  knew  that  he  was  to  speak } — 
Ko  ;  I  cannot  recollect aqr  thing  about  it 

Mr.  yorlrr.--- You  wen  not  a  membei  of 
the  sode^  ?—No. 

You  eve  an  hitfaMte  Mead  of  Mr.  fMA^r 
—Yes. 

And  continue  to  be  still  in  habits  of  inti- 
McarwithhtaiM'ei^  lliiftao«Mri^  to- 
wards him. 


and  a  restitution  of  the  original  H^tfiaf 
man  nature." — Did  you  hear  that  expressissl 
— Only  one  idea  wluch  I  recollect  m  il  sttkt 
latter  end,  the  former  I  (b  not  recoUeet  at  sD 
— I  trust  t!\cy  will  demand  the  annihilatioow 
corrup  lions  and  abuses^  and  n  restitulioo  ^ 
the  ert|inal  righto  of  huasaa  Mtnre;  an  sih 
nihilation  and  not  a  compromise,  I  underslom 
it;  a  total  annihilation  of  abuses,  aodtwli 
consent  to  have  them  done  away  in  P^^** 
that  idea  he  certainly  euneejied. 

Mr.  Yorke. — Do  you  not  remember  »ny 
tiling  about  the  cave  of  obscuri^,  faosua»<Si 
and  slinkinff  and  aeowline  away  f  Yoe  HH 
scholar,  and  a  man  of  IttersHire, 
is  a  great  deal  of  metaphor  about  it. 

Wuneu.'^li  is  a  remarkable  eij 
did  not  bear  it. 
«ltM«lhr 


t 
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'important,  because  it  teaches  the  suflfeHng 
'BttioiM  of  the  present  day  in  what  manner  to 

Erepare  their  combustible  in^pdicnt?,  and 
umanists  in  what  manner  to  cnktndte  them, 
'io-afl  to^roduce  with  effect  that  grand  political 
explosion,  which,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
buries  dc&potisro, already  convulsive  and  ago- 
Dtzinff  in  ruins,  may  raise  up  the  people  to 
the  divnity  and  sublime  grandeur  of  free- 
dom"?— I  do  not  recollect  a  syllable  of  it. 

Upon  vour  oath  do  not  you  recollect  it  ? — 
•Yt  i»  perroctly  new  li>  me. 

Do  you  recollect  on  that  samr  f?ny  my 
making  any  mention  that  government  could 
l^k  juries  when  they  pleased  do  not  re- 
collect. 

-  If  I  had  said  it  you  would  have  recollected 
it  ? — I  perhaps  might. 

Do  you  reoollect  these  words— ^  You  behold 
before  you,  youn^  as  I  am, — about  C2  years 
ofage,*~a  maowho  has  been  concerned  io 
three  revolutions  already;  who  essentially 
contributed  to  serve  the  revolution  in  Arae- 
rirrn  ;  vfho  essentially  contributed  to  that  of 
iiuUaiid;  who  materially  assisted  in  that 
<kf  Frasce ;  and  who  wUl  still  continue  to 
cause  revolutions  all  over  the  world."? — I  be- 
lieve if  I  were  to  say  you  made  use  of  any 
inch  expresuons^  before  my  cormUy  and  my 
God,  I  should  be  the  most  perjured  man 
alive;  and  the  vai>ity  of  the  expression  would 
bave  made  such  au  impresiioii  upou  nic,  I 
could  not  have  forgot  it. 

Do  you  recollect  my  saying  any  thing  con- 
cerning the  trial  at  Lancaster,  that  the  jury 
^voold  have  been  corrupt  enough  to  have 
convicted  me,  had  not  the  vile  tools  of  admi- 
nistration r^ivrn  np  the  lui'^incss  ? — Something 
was  said  abuui  ihc  Ui<il  al  Lancaster. 

Do  you  recollect,  upon  jour  oMb,  my 
having  (l(^!)ired  the  people  to  um  thenuielves 
at  this  meetrng? — Never. 

You  never  md  ?— Never,  but  the  contrary. 

Vas  not  the  general  tcndem  y  of  the  speech 
io  keep  the  peace? — Yes,  or  I  never  would 
liaye  associated  with  you. 

Were  you  often  m  oompioy  irilfa  me  in 
private  > — I  was. 

You  u&ed,  I  believe,  to  sift  me,  in  order  to 
■ee  ir  you  could  make  me  out?— I  endea- 
Tourrd  to  learn  your  intentions,  in  order  to 
aee  what  the  bheffield  Society  were  about. 
'  You  have  generally  heard  that  1  was  a 
man-butcher,  iond  of  blood  and  alaughter?-— 
I  have  beard  you  abused  very  mucb^  and 
viWy  traduced. 

You  have  heard  me  traduced  before  you 
became  acquainted  with  me?— Yes. 

From  your  kno\vlcd^;e  of  me,  so  frequently 
teeing  me  in  private,  do  you  beiieve  inc  to  be 
a  man  inimical  to  (he  constitution,  or  un- 
friendly  to  pcaoa  and  food  order?— By  oo 
means. 

Do  fm  bdieye  I  meant  anyHiiag  nem 
than  a  reform  in  Uic  representation  of  the 
people?^!  could  collect  nothing  from  my 
knK>wkdg^  of  you  but  the  direct  contrar;;^ 
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ideas;  and  thmn  often  heard  you  say  in  pri* 
.  vale,  that  no  one  but  a  knave  or  a  madman 
would  think  of  blioging aboot  a  revotaition  in 

this  country. 

Bev.  Mr.  Warwick  cross-mouncd  Vy  Mr. 
Wboi, 

You  are  a  clergyman,  I  beUevef^A  Pre> 

testant  dissenting  n»ini«-ter. 

Uvw  long  have  you  been  acqualBted  witfi 
Mr.  Yorke?— lu  March  1794. 

Have  you  been  pretty  much  with  him 
'Since?— Several  times  in  hh  r(,mpnnv. 

How  near  were  you  to  him  whca  he  made 
his  speech  N-^Near  enough  to  hear  distinctly 
all  be  said. 

How  tar  were  you  from  him^— Tenordte" 
ven  yards,  or  thereabouts. 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Gales  there  ?— T  onec  'stir 
him,  and  that  was  all ;  and  I  was  hardly  ccr* 
tain  whether  it  was  Mr.  Gales  or  not. 

He  turned  round,  did  not  he,  and  addressed 
them  in  various  ])arls } — Yes. 

So  that  he  had  his  back  some  time  to  yoir? 
— Yes,  some  time,  and  some  time  his  face. 

You  heard  something  about  levelling  and 
levellers.  See  if  this  is  any  thing  like  what 
you  heard :  "  It  is  said  we  are  levellers,  but 
those  are  f eyellen  who  wish  to  reduce  man 
to  the  condition  of  the  brute,  guided  by  pas- 
sion and  uninttiienced  by  reason." — T  rnnnot 
recollect  "  j;uidcd  by  passion  and  uiijutlucnced 
by  reason  ;"  but  the  rest  I  do  recollect. 

Did  Mr.  rke  ever  tell  you  he  would  print 
his  speech  ?— i  never  heard  that  he  intended  it. 

Had  you  any  convenation  with  him  about 
ilf-No. 

Aiv.llr,  Mm*  Taylor  swornrf»-E«Miiied  by 

Were  yoti  present  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Ca£tle4iiil  on  the  7th of  April?— Yea. 
How  far  from  me  f — Five  or  six  yards. 

Did  you  hear  distinctly  every  thmglsudf 
— 1  did  every  part  of  your  speech. 

Did  it  make  that  kind  ot  impression  upon 
your  mind  that  you  can  give  any  account  of 
that  Speech,  its  tendency  and  spirit  ?— Cer- 
tainly, I  understood  that  your  principles  were 
of  a  moderate  kind;  that  you  insisted  upoa 
the  ncce"^^-ity  of  reform  in  the  Commons 
House  of  Parliament ;  that,  in  order  to  obtain 
this,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the  peo- 
le  should  go  on  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
itlierto  had  done,  that  is  in  endeavotning  to 
inform  the  public  mind  to  the  lull  extent  of 
their  power ;  and  when,  in  consequence  of  % 
general  information,  m  mlvind  sliculd  be  sen- 
sible of  tf.o^e  things  which  were  considered 
as  abuses,  liiey  would  then  no  doubt  be  una- 
nimous  in  calling  for  a  re-establishment  of 
those  things  which  were  their  ri^ht*^.  as  the 
constitution  was  in  its  original  foi  n  otion. 

Do  ydu  reeoUeet  my  saying  any  thing  about 
levelling  principles,  and  recomroendmg  them 
to  level  a!l  ])roperty  ? — No,  I  recollect  you 
roeniioned  icveiiing,  and  said,  that  a  man  who. 
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would  pretend  to  bring  forward  levelling  prin- 
ciples, 19  an  absurd  character  indeed ;  tor  you 
said,  suppose  there  was  a  levelling  of  pro- 
perty to-day,  mankind,  in  this  tmptxt,  would 
not  be  levelled  to-morrow. 

tiave  you  ever  read  that  pamphlet  ?«— I  have 
iMid  all,  a  few  passages  eicepted,  the  other 
day  at  the  public-house  we  were  at. 

Do  you  think  this  is  a  just  representation 
of  the  speech  I  made  at  the  Castle-bUl? — I 
think  there  are  various  things  in  that  speech 
which  you  did  not  deliver. 

Then  you  consider  it  as  dissimilar? — Yes, 
in  several  points. 

Do  you  remember  this  ?  "  Fellow- citizens; 
The  day  is  at  length  arrived,  when  fanaticism 
and  superstition,  deprived  of  their  tinsel  trap- 
pines,  and  exposed,  in  their  native  ugliness, 
to  tne  view  of  mankind,  slink  scowling  back 
to  the  cave  uf  obscurity ;  there,  I  hope,  they 
will  ever  remain.  The  energy  of  Englishmen 
will  no  longrr  endure  this  strange  uproar  of 
injuiiticc.  I  trust  my  countrymen  are  sick  of 
religious  and  political  imposture,  and  that 
their  decisive  «id  manly  conduct  will  com- 
inand,  in  an  imperious  tone,  which  will  take 
no  denial,— not  a  melioration  of  those  enor- 
mous abuses,  which  would  be  to  compromise 
with  injustice  ;  but  I  trust  they  will  demand 
the  annihilation  of  corruptions  and  abuses, 
and  a  restitution  of  Uie  original  rights  of 
human  nature."  Do  you  remember  that? — 
I  believe  that  never  was  expressed  at  the 
Castle-hill  as  it  is  there. 

Do  you  remember  any  thing  about  the 
tinsel  t ra  p p ings, and  the  slmkiog and  scowling 
away  ? — No. 

Do  jon  think  if  it  had  been  used  by  me, 
you  could  now  charge  your  memoiy  with 
It? — I  think  I  could. 
Upon  your  oath  you  do?— Yes. 
Doyouremembvthis?  **  It  must  be  granted 
this  experience  is  important,  because  it  teaches 
the  suffering  nations  ot  the  present  day  in 
what  manner  to  prepare  thor combustible  in- 
grr(?irnt«,  and  humanists  in  what  manner  to 
enkindle  tlicm,  as  to  produce  with  effect 
that  grand  puiilical  explosion,  which  at  the 
lame  time  that  it  bones  despotism^  alnady 
convulsive  and  agonizing,  in  ruins,  may  raise 
up  the  people  to  the  dignity  and  sublime 


If  I  had,  you  would  have  recollected  it  ? — I 
certainly  should,  t>ecause  i  should  hate  ab- 
horred such  an  act. 

Do  you  lemember  this :  "  Yoo  beboU  be- 
fore you,  young  as  I  am,  about  twea^-two 
years  of  age,  a  man  who  has  been  coBceroed 
m  three  revolutions  already ;  who  easentially 
contributed  to  serve  the  revolution  in  Ame- 
rica; who  contributed  to  that  in  Holland; 
and  who  materially  assisted  in  that  of  France; 
and  who  will  still  continue  to  cause  revdo- 
tions  all  over  the  world."  Do  you  recollect 
any  such  expressions  ? — I  never  remember  a 
word  of  the  kind. 

Will  you  undertake  to  swear,  before  God 
and  vour  country,  that  you  never  heard  it  ?— 
I  will  venture  to  swear  that  such  a  sentiment 
was  never  brought  forward  at  that  meeting. 

Do  you  recollect  my  saying  that  the  go- 
vernment cuuld  pack  juries  when  they  pleased? 
— I  do  not  remember  that  you  did. 

Do  you  remember  my  spr  iking  about  my 
trial  at  Lancaster,  with  Mr.  Walker  of  Ma&> 
chesterf— You  might  mention  it 

Do  you  remember  this,  that  the  Jury  would 
have  convicted  us,  had  not  the  vile  tools  of 
administration  given  it  up? — I  do  not. 

Do  vou  think  you  should  if  I  bid  used  itf— 
I  think  I  should. 

The  general  tendency  of  my  speech  was 
moderate?— Yes. 


po. 


Erandeur  of  freedom."-— I  never  heard 
lical  explosion.*' 
Nor  combustibles  ? — ^o ;  as  far  as  I  can 
charge  my  memory  with  your  speech,  I  never 
heard  such  words  drop  from  your  lips. 

You  would  certainly  have  rememoered  this 
flight,  of  raising  ud  the  people  to  tlie  dignity 
and  sublime  granaeur  of  freedom  f— I  remem- 
ber a  speech  very  much  like  it. 

Not  as  referable  to  this  sentence  of  the  po- 
etical explosion  ?— No. 

Do  you  recollect  my  desiring  the  people  to 
arm  ?— I  believe  you  never  said  a  word  about 
arms. 

WUl  you  swear  this f— I  will  undertake  to 
^ weir  you  nerar  teooameoded  tnu  at  that 

meeting. 


Rcrommcnding  peace? — Yes,  somctt 
you  expressed  yourself  in  a  strong  manner; 
but  I  never  understood  that  you  meant  to  ex- 
cite  people  to  any  kind  of  (IiMjnlcr;  you  re- 
commended peace  and  good  ortlcr,  and  thai 
whatever  abuses  existed,  they  must  obtain 
the  removal  of  those  abuses  in  a  «!*^nper  coo> 
aistent  with  the  well-bei^g  of  society. 

Ri?.  Jlbiei  Tt^br  cross^taaBined  hj  Mt. 

Law. 

Where  do  you  live  ? — At  Sheffield. 
Are  you  a  dissentine  minister  f — Yes. 
How  long  have  you  lived  there? — ^^bl  at 

nine  years. 

Did  you  know  Mr.  Yorke  when  he  resided 
there  ?— I  never  saw  him  again  till  I  saw  lum 

m  York. 

And  his  speech  being  so  very  praceaMe ai>d 
orderly,  did  not  it  beget  in  you  an  incUnalioa 
to  be  better  acquaintni  with  the  anthoref 
the  speech?— No,  my  thoughts  were  tuned 
on  other  subjects. 
To  heaven,  perhaps  ?--Ye8. 
Perhaps  y^va  thoughts  at  the  time  wcrs 
after  some  wild  goose  chase ;  are  yoaaurayea 
were  attending  to  him  ? — Yes. 

Were  not  you  talking  about  or  thinking  of 
something  cbc?— No,  J  was  paying  the  moil 
profound  attention. 

Of  what  description  are  ybu  aa  a  ttMaoUug 
minister  ?— A  Calvinistic  Independent. 
Have  you  a  church  of  your  own  ? — Ves. 
IIow  many  of  your  congregation  have  yoa 
seen  here  to  day  f — Not  one. 

WhereaboiiLs  is  your  clrat^b^-^^Xv- 
^  of  worship  is  in  Howard>sl 
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Ym  wilb  lllit  oUmt  clergyman,  Mr. 
Wmidc?— We  do  not  Iod0  at  the  tame 

house. 

Where  do  you  lodge  in  York?— At  two  dif- 
ferent places,  and  I  do  nut  know  eilherof  them. 
,  Should  yon  be  able  to  tind  the  way  home 
without  a  javchn  man? — Yes,  I  can;  I  know 
no  more  ebout  ^  house  I  was  et  lest  night 
than  I  know  about  your  character. 

Who  took  ^'ou  there  last  night? — A  geotle- 
muk  I  met  with  in  this  town,  with  whom  I 
Woune  particularly  familiar. 

Whkl  a  wild  story  this  is  for  a  gentleman 
speaking  to  recoUectiuu  of  fifteen  months 
•fo !— what  is  this  gentleman's  name  do 
not  know. 

Is  he  of  the  same  profes&ion  wah  yotiraelf.' 
—Yes. 

wiiat  street  is  it  in?-  -It  is  near  the  pave^ 
nent ;  I  slept  with  him  there. 

Mr.  York9. — Was  it  the  gentleman  you 
saw  with  mef— Yes»  I  think  his  name  is 
Walker;  I  was  coming  into  Mr.  Yorkr's 
rooiu;  i  had  never  been  in  his  company  till 
I  came  here;  and  this  gentleman  coming  out 
of  Mr.  Yorke's  ruuiii  door,  and  he  made  him- 
self very  free  wiiii  me;  he  a&ked  me  if  I 
would  come  and  dine  with  him;  I  understood 
he  was  of  the  same  profession i  there  he 
stands  behind  the  judge. 

Mr.  Law. —  It  is  very  odd  you  should  not 
know  his  name  ull  tliis  time? 

WUne%i—l  should  find  myself  at  no  diffi- 
culty at  all  upon  this  head— could  I  not  ad- 
dress him  without  addressiug  him  by  hb 
name? 

Mr.  X<i9.— That  is  the  story  you  IcU! 
Ml.  xbrAtf.— I  protest  I  do  not  know  the 

Entleroao*s  name  myself  though  I  have  seen 
m  sta  or  seven  times. 

KEPLT. 

Mr.  £«w.— Gentlemen  of  the  jury— There 
have  occurred  in  the  course  of  this  cause 
noany  circumstances  that  have  occasiooally  ex- 
dited  in  my  mind  much  compeanon  for  the 

unfortunate  gentleman  who  is  the  oljrct  of 
this  indictment;  but  1  mu^t  say  that  my 
mind  is  much  relieved  from  the  pressure  of 
that  compassion  by  the  evidence  which  he 
has  prodtirrd  to  you,  and,  most  uf  all,  by  that 
which  \VH^  prudiiced  to  you  last;  and  it  does 
make  my  mind  shudder,  feeling  what  I 
feel  froin  t!iis,  and  recollecting  wlial  I  do  of 
other  cases,  where  a  holy  zeal  has  brought 
Ibrward  persons— (f  do  not  use  the  word  holy 
■eal  in  the  l  est  sense  of  that  word),  but 
where  the  zeal  of  enthusiasm  has  brought  for- 
ward persons  to  tell  a  fabricated  tale,  for  the  I 
purpose  of  protecting  their  partisan  from  the 
punishment  of  the  law.  I  remember  recently 
a  clergyman  who  was  indicted  fur  wordi»  of  a 
very  dangerous  and  seditious  tendency,  upon 
the  western  ci'-cull;  I  do  not  know  wlicther 
youriocdship*  was  upon  that  circuit;  but,  my 

•  Mr,  Justice  Ilookc  was  leading  counsel 
for  the  prosecutions  on  the  trials  of  Mr.  Wia- 
VOL.  XXV. 


.A.  IX  vm.  [IISB 

lord,  there  wai  the  case  of  a  Mr.  WiM* 

botham,  who  was  convicted  of  a  libel,  where 
there  came  of  that  holy  profession,  which 
ou^ht  to  have  taught  them  better  thhigs, 
minister  after  minister,  the  auditors  of  that 
sermon,  who  swore,  with  confident  memory 
and  perfect  recollection,  negativing  every 
word  spoken  by  honest  and  plain  men  who 
heard  that  sermon,  who  spoke  to  the  mis- 
chievous cunlents  of  it,  who  related  such  a 
plain  unvarmshed  tale^ttiat  ih^  leeeived  thil 
implicit  belief  which  was  denied  to  persons 
of  better  pretension,  but  not  of  better  credit^ 
as  the  result  proved. 

Gentlemen,  these  are  sad  tilings  in  tiM 
administration  of  justice;  they  alarm  any 
man  who  wishes  to  have  the  truth  silted  and 
investigated,  and  to  have  either  conviction  or 
acquittal  sr.ir^d  iipon  the  genuine  basis  of 
justice ;  and  therefore  I  do  say,  from  the  ob- 
servation of  these  witnesses,  my  mind  is  dis- 
incuunbcred  from  a  great  deal  of  that  load  of 
compassion  which  ouring  the  can"'.'  was  im- 
pressed upon  it.  I  did  feel  lor  a  }uung  gen- 
tleman of  talents,  who  might  have  shown 
where  talents  were  requisite ;  but  I  do  fear 
that  the  misapplication  of  those  talents,  the 
misapprehension  of  his  mind,  and  the  devo^ 
lion  or  its  powers  have  been  to  pr rv*  rt  and 
mislead  those  who  were  the  immediate  ob- 
jects upon  which  his  talents  were  employed, 
and  tu  mislead  himself,  as  much  as  any 
others,  in  thp  d  angerous  paths  of  mischievous 
sedition,  iuta  winch  he  has  been  seduced,  by 
the  mere  vanity  of  bemg,  what  he  has  great 
pretensions  tu  he,  an  orator,  i  ]Mihhc  ?pc;ikpr,  • 
attracting  much  attention ;  and  1  aiu  surry  he 
has  fallen  a  martyr  to  it  s  but  when  I  speak 
of  the  proof  in  this  cause,  good  God  !  what 
have  I  to  ronibat !  There  is  not  one  witness 
that  hd->  been  called  who,  industriously  for- 
L^etting  something,  or  from  the  lapse  of  time, 
forgetting  something  contained  in  this  book; 
but  every  one  recollects  a  part,  some  recol- 
lect somethmg  about  the  558  gentlemen  in 
St.  Stephen's  chapel,  othrr<^  recollect  his 
saying  soroelblog  about  their  being  sent 
away,  others  reeoHeeL  because  there  was  a 
paragraph  in  the  speech  that  Mr.  Yorke  rather 
wished  thev  should  recollect,  as  it  savoured 
something  ul  a  disjiosiLiuu  to  peace  and  good 
order,  that  he  was  against  levellers;  that,  you 
find  all  of  them  willing  to  recollect,  (hough 
they  withhold  their  recollection  Irom  those 
parts  which  are  more  prominent.  But  ours 
Js  not  a  case  lo  he  m.  T  by  the  lapses  of  me- 
mory as  to  particular  pirts ;  it  was  published 
l>y  the  very  right  hand,  the  very  immediate 
hosom  friend  and  associate  of  this  man,  who 
i;..d  been  previously  living  with  him  in  his 
hoi.se,*  residing  in  the  place ;  and  the  very 

terbotham;  see  them^enld,  VoL  88,  pp.  883» 

*  I  never  livej  in  his  house,  and  where  is 
the  evidence,  who  has  asserted  H  in' this  trial* 
Orig.  Edit, 
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men  who  have  had  the  confidence  to  tell  you 
to  day,  that  the  speech  is  dissimilar;  are 
men  who  tell  you  this  improbable  of  all  tales, 
that  reading  it  within  the  short  compass  of 
a  fortnight,  many  of  them  when  the  memory 
is  fresh,  they  tell  you  that  his  speech  was  an 
exhortation  to  peace  and  good  order  through- 
out, every  thing  that  is  favourable  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  community,  while  the  printed  ac- 
count they  admit  i^  mischievous,  and  has  a 
tendency  to  excite  disorder,  and  particularly 
vilifying  and  traducing  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. 

Gentlemen,  before  I  go  to  their  evidence, 
let  me  call  an  unquestionably  conclusive  one 
of  my  own.  He  has  not  been  examined  here 
as  a  witness,  but  you  have  heard  him  as  an 
advocate ;  and,  in  that  character,  if  he  has 
lent  me  the  bias  of  his  mind  to  vilify  and 
disgrace  the  Commons  House  of  Parliament, 
then  am  I  not  without  evidence,  omitting 
every  other  particle  of  evidence  in  the  cause; 
and  let  me  turn  your  attention  to  the  pas- 
sages, where  the  kind  interposition  of  ray 
lord  stepped  forward  to  prevent  him  from  the 
rashness  he  was  about  to  be  guilty  of :  but 
fortunately  he  was  not  interniptcd  till  he 
had  completely  shown  me  his  disposition, 
that  it  was  perfectly  gangrene,  and  that  he 
had  at  this  moment,  when  it  was  most  im- 
rtant  to  )iim  for  his  safety  to  have  you 
licre  that  he  did  respect  that  important 
branch  of  the  legislature,  do  you  believe  that 
be  spoke  of  it  with  respect,  when  there  was 
no  such  reason  that  he  should  be  upon  his 
guard  that  there  is 'now?  One  would  have 
supposed  that  when  he  was  endeavouring  to 
make  you  believe  he  did  so  express  himself, 
that  he  would  certainly  so  have  expressed 
himself  now.  And,  gentlemen,  I  have  taken 
it  down— the  gentleman  is  near  me,  and  will 
contradict  me  if  I  am  wrong,  and  you  your- 
selves will  recollect  whether  I  state  it  cor- 
rectly. Speaking  of  the  negro  cause,  he 
•ays,  the  House  ot  Commons  thought  it  bel- 
ter to  advance  the  cause  of  national  wealth 
than  the  cause  of  national  honour.  That  is  a 
direct  charge  upon  this  body ;  and  if  his  pas- 
aions  are  not  sufficiently  under  control  to  be 
decent  at  this  moment  of  peril,  do  you  think 
that,  in  the  full  security  of  his  vanity,  he 
^ould  have  had  his  imagination  on  the 
check  more  at  that  time— do  you  think  he 
would  have  been  more  upon  his  guard— do 
)[ou  think  he  would  have  been  less  likely  to 
Tail  into  the  lapses  that  arc  staled  with  re- 
spect to  him,  and  of  which  it  appears  to  me 
he  is  as  much  the  publisher  in  point  of  law 
as  Gales  himself? 

Now,  here  he  says,  speaking  with  much 
anger  of^  the  susncnsion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
act  (which  neither  the  orescnt  government, 
nor  any  government  with  the  least  wisdom, 
ever  resorts  to,  but  in  cases  of  such  urgent 
necessity,  as  when  the  measure  would  be 
otherwise  imwarrantahle,  and  which  is  not 
only  warrantable,  but  deserving  of  approba- 


tion and  praise)  now,  what  does  he  ny  of 
that  body,  acting  under  an  impulse  of  neces- 
sity, intinitely  greater  than  ever  has  existed 
before  for  the  suspension  of  that  act  ?  We 
have  had  it  suspended,  it  is  true,  in  the  first 
instance,  in  the  time  of  the  pretender,  but 
at  that  lime  the  army  of  Great  Britain  wa« 
strong ;  there  was  no  internal  danger  of  a 
magnitude  equal  to  that  of  late.    But  of  this 
measure  of  the  legislature,  and  particularly  uf 
the  House  of  Commons,  for  he  does  not 
embrace  the  Lords  in  his  general  reprobation, 
he  says  in  those  emphatic  words,  with  which, 
in  the  moment  of  peril,  he  has  the  rashness 
to  calumniate  this  body:  "  The  House  of 
Commons  have,  in  one  day,  laid  the  liberties 
of  the  people  at  the  foot  cf  the  throne,  and 
every  man  had  occasion  to  tremble  for  his 
personal  liberty."   Is  that  a  true  representa* 
tion  of  that  act  of  the  legislature,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Crown,  which  if  one  was  de- 
sirous of  catching  a  hasty  expression,  might 
itself  have  been  the  subject  of  prosecution? 
Will  you  believe,  then,  that  this  gcnlietnan 
was  naore  upon  bis  guard  at  that  time,  when 
an  advertisement  was  inserted,  notifying, 
that  citizen  Yorke  was  to  make  an  address  tb 
them ;  and  one  of  the  witnesses  says,  he  had 
known  some  time  before  that  he  was  to  make 
the  speech  it  being  evidently  the  talk  of  men, 
women,  and  chihfrcn,  that  he  was  to  make 
it ;  and  one  of  the  persons  by  whom  Mr. 
Frith  was  employed,  told  him  that  morning 
that  that  famous  orator  was  to  n*ake  a 
speech;  and  yet  some  of  these  witnesses 
have  had  the  confidence  to  tell  you,  it  was  an 
accidental  unforeseen  circumstance;  that  a 
voice  was  heard ;  aud  really  when  one  hears 
the  enthusiastic  fanatic  way  in  which  it  i* 
stated,  a  voice  was  heard  calling  upon  citizen 
Yorke  to  fill  that  tribune,  in  which  ail  the 
sedition  was  presently  to  be  vomited  forth, 
there  is  a  degree  of  profane  fanaticism  about 
the  expression,  that  I  own  shocked  rac  rrrr 
much  at  the  time.    But  it  appears  that  thfs 
was  a  regular  digested,  projected  plan  be- 
tween Mr.  Gales,  Mr.  Broomhcad,  and  this 
gentleman,  that  he  was  then  to  ascend  the 
chair,  this  speech  was  to  be  let  off,  and  all 
tlicsc  conibiislible  ingredients  lo  be  admi- 
nistered, which  were  to  produce  that  politick 
explosion,  to  blow  up  what  they  choose  to 
denominate  despotism  ;  which,  if  it  were  Ml 
abominable  government,  as  they  have  bad 
the  wickedness  to  compare  this  government 
to  those  at  Turkey  and  Asia,  I  do  not  know 
whether  a  moiiicntary  revolution  would  Dot 
be  belter,   liut  when  they  are  Pnmng  wHb 
religious  fervour  for  the  arrival  of  that  mo- 
ment,— a  revolution, — when  the   mists  M 
prejudice  were  to  be  removed  from  thceywdr 
the  public,  and  when  that  government  is  lobe 
done  away,  which  had  been  the  pride  ufthar 
ancestors,  the  pride  of  themselves,  and  wbidi 
by  that  nrudcnt  degree  of  temperate  viMpd- 
mcnt  wnich  no  person  would  resist  upon  a 
proper  apphcation  to  the  legiftUturty  wmM 


insure  to  us  all  the  blcssin|zs  which  have 
been  the  comfort  of  all  preceding  ages ;  and 
3rat,  gentlemen,  all  these  blessings  are  to  be 
pal  ailmfd  ftr  ihs  rash  smbition  of  this 
young  man  and  his  associates.    And  they 
have  the  confidence  to  tell  you  respecting 
thoie  pikes,->one  of  them  says,  Uiat  the  two 
measures  of  the  arming  and  the  associations 
at  Sheffield,  against  which  those  arms  were 
^ppoMd  to  be  prepared,  were  cotemporary 
events  ;  and  the  man  who  admits,  that  upon 
the  7th  of  April  these  arms  had  been  pre- 
pared by  himself,  swore  it  was  because  at  that 
moroeot  the  gentlemea  of  Sheffield  had  en- 
tered into  an  armed  assncialion,  and  that  it 
wa#  to  defend  themselv&s  against  that  asso< 
ciation ;  whereas  \\  appears,  by  %  written 
paper  in  the  h;ind  of  Mr.  I'rith,  that  it  did  not 
commence  till  the  1st  of  May.    It  is  sworn, 
.Ibat  upon  the  8nd  of  April  Mr.  Yorke  was 
present  in  this  committee-room,  but  re- 
specting which  Broomhcad  does  not  fix  it  to 
that  particular  day;  but  of  this  he  is  per- 
fmSiis  clear,  be  was  there  several  days  befbce 
the  7tli  of  April,  when  the  proposition  was  to 
be  made ;  by  which  it  api^ears,  that  be  was 
privy  to  the  eonmunkation  that  t  than 
motion  should  be  made  for  a  petition  to  par- 
liament, and  that  he  should,  with  Broomhead, 
have  been  the  means  of  carrying  it  into 
flSnX.   Is  that  contradicted  by  any  body  ?  It 
is  confirmed  by  the  event,  which  is  worth  all 
the  positive  swearing  they  may  bring  you. 
If'  it  badbeen  the  purpose  of  this  meeting  to 
pelilion  parliament  r(.bpcctfully,  one  would 
think  tlicy  would  have  got  that  petition  pro- 
pared,  just  the  same  ps  they  had  the  petition 
to  the  king  for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  No 
such  petition  was  prepared  ;  but  it  is  a^eed 
that  it  should  be  prooosed.    Broomhead  said 
it  wit  agreed  it  snould  be  negatived,  \yhat 
was  the  event  ?  it  was  negatived  :  but  if  it 
was  agreed  at  the  committee  that  it  should  be 
proposed,  then  why  did  not  some  of  the  eom- 
xnillce  j^cl  \ip  and  second  it !  lluw  came  it  to 
be  still-born  !  that  is  what  Broomhead  says ; 
ap4  you  observe  the  unwilhngncss  with 
xbich  eveiy  particle  of  evidence  is  extracted 
from  him ;  and  yet  he  is  compelled  by  the 
I'oxce  of  truth  to  a^lAit  it.   Gentlemen,  this 
veiy  paper  containyftbe  reasons  they  assigned 
to  the  public  why  they  would  not  petition  the 
llouse  of  CominODS  again,  and  therefore  it 
jpUlaio  and  doveiiails  with  every  part  of  their 
pbuD.   What  Mr.  Broomhead  says,  must  be 
true,  because  it  was  negatived.   They  after- 
wards endeavour  to  make  one  believe  that 
there  never  was  any  idea  but  of  doing  that 
thing,  and  at  the  same  time  you  obscr\ed  no 
ftich  address  was  prepared.    The  reasons 
fhnl  they  assign  are,  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons is  so  corrupt  a  body,  that  it  is  not  pro- 
per to  address  them  at  all,  nor  petition  them  ; 
and  that  it  is  perfectly  folly  or  phrenzy  tu 
suppose  thnt  %  comipt  agent  would  dismiss 
himself. 

Xben,  as  toSik.JxiUii  w]io  lives  in  Shef- 
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field— and  if  there  could  be  any  imputation 
upon  his  character,  it  must  be  known  to  those 

r arsons;  and  if  mre  bad  been  an  imputation, 
do  not  think  they  would  have  omitted  to 
have  brought  it  forwanl.* — It  is  true,  they 
have  got  Taylor  here,  whom  they  thought 
would  contradict  him. — But  what  is  the  con* 
tradictiou  ?  he  receives  positive  confirmation, 
instead  of  contradiction.    This  gentleman 
says,  that  in  bis  conversation  vrith  nim  he  did 
not  object  to  any  thing  but  the  principle 
Says  he,  the  principle  is  a  mischievous  one : 
you  luive  laid  down  two  when  you  say,  S>alu% 
pcptUi  norma  lex,  the  public  welfare  is  the 
supreme  law.   In  tbal  i  agree  with  you ;  but 
when  you  lay  down,  that  the  will  of  the  peoole 
is  the  sovereign  law,  tiwt  is,  the  oollecting 
the  voice  of  the  people  in  the  tumultuous 
way,  in  which  alone  that  voice  could  be  col- 
lected ;  that  the  voice  of  the  people,  in  that 
general  sense,  is  the  supreme  law,  is  saying 
that  tumult,  riot,  and  anarchy,  are  to  he  sub- 
stituted in  the  room  of  government  and  the 
biw :  and  therefore  Mr.  nitb,  upon  very  rea- 
sonable principles,  did  disapprove  of  that ;  and 
when  he  was  asked  bow  be  liked  him,  he  was 
•tracit  with  a  splendid  exhibition  of  oraUmcIl 
talents ;  and  Frith  bote  a  very  just  testimoiqf 
to  his  talents,  lamenting,  at  the  same  time, 
that  his  talents  might  lead  him  to  do  a  great 
deal  of  mischief ;  and  that  lie  said  he  had 
been  in  three  revolutions  already:  that  he 
had  contributed  to  the  revolution  in  America; 
bad  been  instrumental  in  Uiat  of  Holland  • 
was  a'isisting  in  that  of  France:  and  hoped  to 
eD'ect  more  revolutions  ere  he  died.   A  mind 
early  tutored  with  principles  of  political  good 
or  ill,  may  early  be  attracted  :  wc  are  not  con- 
cerned to  make  him  stale  the  truth.    If  thb 
gentleman  truly  states  that  which  he  heard, 
and  he  baa  stated  it  in  terms  corresponding  m 
the  language  of  it  to  many  things  in  tnis 
booi^  then  I  think  there  can  be  no  nesitation 
fai  betteving  it  was  actually  uttered.  What 
interest  has  Air.  Frith,  in  God's  name,  to  utter 
a  sinele  sylUble  that  he  made  use  of!  and  let 
me  beseech  you  to  consider  the  didcrence 
between  positive  and  negative  evidence.  If 
a  man  speaks  to  a  particular  circumstance  of 
an  existing  fact,  from  tlie  recollection  of  those 
cifcumstanoes,  and  aaotber  man  is  brought 
only  to  say,  I  do  not  recollect  surh  a  thing 
passios;  the  one  does  not  counterbalance 
the  other ;  because,  in  the  one  case,  it  is  an- 
greven  up<Hi  tha  memory;  in  the  other,  there 
IS  an  oblivion  comes  upon  the  mind.    In  the 
course  of  15  months  the  visionary  impression 
of  a  few  words  is  so  natural,  that  it  is  won- 
derful they  should  retain  them ;  and  the  only 
way  they  could  retain  them  is  this,  that  they 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  reconsidering  them, 
and  repeating  them.    I  know  that,  in  the 
course  of  my  own  experience,  the  very  first 
speeches  I  have  heard  in  parliament  or  in  the 

*  "  I  was  prevented  from  going  into  his 
character  by  tjhe  judge,"-~Ori^.  £4iU 
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courts,  attending  as  a  student,  mmy  of  them 
remained  with  an  indelible  mipresi>ion,  while 
BDuiy  other  drrumstftiiees  or  much  gr«iter 

iniportanre  have  made  no  impression  at  all 

The  defence  of  tlirs  gentiemaD  is,  that  he  was 
y  contending  only  for  a  reform  in  parliament; 

that  he  v.  :s  f nlv  di^jcussiiiL;  before  the  n^scm- 
.  bled  muluiiuie  tlte  propriety  of  such  reform, 

and  that  he  had  not  the  lea$t  idea  of  insinuat- 
ing any  disrespectful  mention  of  that  House, 

or  the  idea  of  eft'ecinHtinir  a  reform  without 

their  consent.   One  of  their  witnesses  spoke 

of  his  having  demanded  «n  annihilation  of 

ftbuse9«  and  not  a  compromise  wi\h  iniu-tirt 

Is  thai  the  language — considering  he  deemed 

overy  thin}^  an  injustice  by  which  the  mode  of 

obtaining:  tliat  reform  was  delayed — could  he 

UM  that  language  without  mraiung  immediate 

rottraint  and  force  upon  their  inclination? 

And  now  I  will  come  to  that  which  is  conclu« 

ftive  evidem  e  of  the  (Hihlication  by  him :  he  is 

answerable  for  all  the  ronsequenres.  even  if 

not  thp  very  words,  if  he  and  this  Gates, 

living  together,  in  cnmmnnion  tor"  ttit  r,  chose 

to  uller^  lo  the  public,  and  send  up  a  box  of 

these  mischievous  pamphlets,  he  is  as  liaWe 

to  answer  lor  the  publication  as  for  the  oral 

calumny  on  the  House  of  Conui>oii«;  lUtf^rH 

at  the  ('astle  Hill.    Iluw  dues  U  appear  that 

he  published  it }  Mr.  Gales  the  printer  was 

his  confidential  frirnrl    this  Mr.  Cnl^^  at 

whose  bouse  he  resided,  with  whom  he  pre- 
viously settled  that  pnrj»osc,  and  negatived 

th  il  n  otion  when  it  should  be  made ;  thus 

uoiled,  and  acting  together  in  the  most  mis- 
chievous pait  of  their  niischievou  scon  trivance«, 

this  person  is  about  to  publish  it,  and  asks 

him  to  write  it  for  him  ;  and,  says  Brooinhcad, 

**  Silence  gave  consent."  Tims  he  represents 

hhn  as  being  requested  to  write  ^own  that 

speech,  aixlas  liaving  ^^ivcn  what  rt  nvtycd  to 
ais  mind  the  idea  ot'  consent.  The  speech 
Appears  presently  published  in  the  town  where 
botli  of  them  reside,  and  was  lead  1^  every 
body:  and  thin  incredible  thing  takes  place, 
these  people  say  ihey  read  those  things  re- 
cently published,  and  that  they  did  not  believe 
It  to  be  SmTmIjt  ,  th;jt  what  pnv?rd  uyn,u  tlic 
Castle  Hill  whs  properly  kiyal  and  pean  ful  , 
that  the  other  contained  a  ereat  quantity  i  t 
combustible  inQredients,  awl  was  calculated 
to  produce  a  poliliral  explosion  ;  and  with  all 
thMe  differciicefi  about  it,  all  of  thcni  com- 
municating lo|ether,  end  bein^  in  iutimary 
with  f  J  iles,  none  of  them  complained  to  hirn 
xnat  this  soeech  had  been  misrepresented  ! — 
Can  you  teiieve  that,  gentlemen  f-«>Why, 
suppose  any  of  yon  bad  nui  !'  i  'speec  h,  and'it 
«ras  published  in  the  U)wn  where  you  resided, 
by  the  Mend  of  your  boj-om,  the  man  with 
whom  yuu  were  living  and  commimicating  at 
the  very  time,  and  that  he  docs  not  merely 
|»ubli&ii  it,  but  he  »ends  away  boi  loads  of  it, 
incloses  it  in  rovers  to  several  members  of 
parliament,  obtruding  it  upon  cvrry  member 
•of  parliament  supposed  to  be  tavourabie  to 
plus  tif  fiAfii^ 


of  the  persons  alluded  to,  that  all  th\*  «hin 
pass  without  Mr.  Yorke's  bavins  any  notice 
of  it— I  say  it  It  as  iDtteh  «tmp|M  uMfc  lu» 
neck  as  if  you  could  see  his  hand  penaior 
every  word  of  which  it  is  composed;  aaa 
therefore  it  is  cleer,  that  he  either  uttered  the 
speech,  or  approves  it<^  content'^,  :ind  r  atifies  it 
atlerwards,  and  is  completely  answerable  for 
the  wliole  widtedness  of  the  publication.  Mr. 
Yorke  has  laid  in  a  claim  to  yoar  eo«idera- 
tion,  as  a  pi^rson  declaiming  on  politiail 
topics,  as  iniormingthe  minds  of  others  id  the 
pure  pursuit  of  pimlic  freedom,  nod  n  llsi 
<  xercisc  of  public  virtue,  wiUi  the  great  names 
to  whicii,  1  tliink,  with  no  liule  vaoily,  he 
has  endeavomvd  to  assimilate  hit  own  nasM 
and  labours.  But  if  he  had  taken  this  work 
of  I^ckc's,  with  all  the  context  about  it ;  if, 
instead  of  so  readine  the  detached  part,  taken 
from  the  works  of  Loeke,  or  from  the  worln 
of  the  other  rcspcrtable  persons  alluded  to, 
and  uttered  to  l  3,ooo  |>eople,  assembled  in  a 
tumultuous  manner,  in  a  time  of  public 
mciit,  with  the  enemy  at  the  door,  these 
people  were  encouraged  to  take  arms,  obey* 
ing  that  encouragement,  and  the  arms  have 
been  shown  you  to-day,  fabricated  under  the 
eve  and  with  the  approbation  of  Yorke  (for 
that  is  distinctly  in  evidence),  Yorke  knowing 
to  whose  hands  these  mischievous  instns- 
mci.r<;  wrrp  tr)  be  consigned,  for  we  have  it 
from  the  unwilling  testimony  of  Widdiso% 
that  a  down  and  a  imlf  of  these  vera  to  he 
made  for  Gales  and  his  associates  ;  so  that 
you  find  thrm  communicating  in  every  part; 
a  dozen  and  i  li.iif  were  to  be  made  for  Gaks 
and  several  (  thers,  and  a  qiuintitv  of  shafts 
to  the  mtml)er  of  130  or  140,  in  order  to  make 
that  mischievous  weapon  useful  for  the  pur- 
poses foV  which  it  seems  calculated  ;  when  I 

sec  this  broui:V;t  hriine  to  the  dclVndAnt,  [ 
know  how  to  "  combine  principle  witii  prac- 
tice," in  the  language  of  soese  of  the  anUieii 
which  this  gentleman  has  recoronaendcd,  ta 
effect  that  political  explosion,  which  it  evi. 
dcntly  seems  the  whole  of  Oiis  plan  ol  wriun^ 
of  siieafcing,  and  of  aimilig^  was  calculated  to 
produce— It  was  the  eitreme  of  ' 
sedition. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  as  to  the 
Ibis  <;entleman  has  made  of  his  continued 
confiiiemenl ;  I,  knowing  manv  of  the  rami- 
ficatious  of  tliis  business,  which,  if  ihey  had 
been  pursued,  might  have  led  to  still  mere 
daoi^rons  consequences,  1  wotjlrl  advise  hias, 
without  specifying  paiticulars,  in  future  to 
spare  complaints  wliere  he  has  lloiM  to  nssiML 
Hiid  rather  to  be  thankful  for  the  lenity  of 
the  present  prosecution  for  a  misdemeanor, 
without  which  he  might  have  felt  the  rigoots 
of  another  species  of  prosecution.  But  iHtoB 
he  says  he  is  hunted  down  by  the  gorero* 
ment,  I  ask  him,  was  it  not  open  lo  him  te 
have  had  hail;  and  if  circumstances  effriftoi 
embarrassment  has  disenabled  him  Xo  vnil 
himself  of  that  hail,  I  do  not  think  it  ^eij 
candid  to  thtow  wi  buiham  agstnsi  gov«»» 
meol* 
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Mr.  Yorke.—ti  is  no  such  thing;  I  defy 
'•oy  man  to  say  I  owe  50/.  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Justice  Rooke. — Mr.  Law,  you  are  at 
liberty  to  »tate  to  the  jury  that  Mr.  Yorkc 
might  have  baen  adautted  to  bail,  but  notbiog 
'liirther. 

-   Mr.  JCov.— OenHcnim,  thatVtil  wMeasy, 

•nd  I  know  from  those  who  arc  intrusted 
iMi)  the  prosecution,  that  if  any  body  had 
nid       the  quantity  of  bail  was  tncoove- 
nient,  it  would  have  been  alleviated  to  the 
lowest  sum  nossible ;  and  there  is  not  another 
man  in  the  kingdom  who  has  not  availed  him- 
■•elf  of  that  opportunity,  except  in  cases  of 
civil  suit,  which  has  been  the  case  u  itfi  n  fc«' 
>ineo.   But  let  it  aol  go  abroad  in  unfounded 
laiioiMlioo,  that  this  gentleman,  or  any  other 
person  in  the  kingdom,  is  tlie  object  of  a 
species  of  prosecution,  which,  thank  God,  for 
•acveral  year*  the  administration  of  this  coun- 
try  has  stood  without  baiog  imputed  to  it 
Upon  that  matter,  however,  he  has  impro- 
perly said— I  ought  not  to  urge  it,  because  it 
probably  by-and-by  be  considered ;  and 
I  trtist  every  circumstance  will  be  considered ; 
for  I  tell  him,  in  spite  of  bis  renunciation,  it 
4a  the  spirit  of  the  English  eonsMtutioii  to  ad- 
minister, even  in  despite  to  him,  justice  with 
mercy,  although  be  has  ranouDoeil  any  daim 
to  mercy. 

Why  then,  gentlemen,  Imving  established 
that  this  is  a  publication  with  which  he  is 
•immediate I V  chareeabie,  can  ^ou  refer  the 
•language  of  ft  to  the  fiiir,  genuine,  liberal  6t»- 
cu'^Mdn  of  a  topic  of  controversy,  upon  the 
swlijcct  of  reform  iu  parliamont,  or  is  not  this 
-a  publication  that  aims  at  the  destruction  of 
the  regular  government  of  this  country. — 
But  if  this  does  contain  such  mischievous 
principles  as  I  say  it  docs,  how  could  that 
fenlleman,  with  any  jealousy  of  bit  fcme^ 

now  could  that  gentle  man,  with  any  respect 
for  his  safely,  sufier  this  to  gain  groimd  in 
'die  eoantipy as  a  deelaratkm  of  nis  sentiments, 
v.  hrn  c%ery  sentiment  of  his  mind,  as  he 
would  havp  von  IjeVirvf*,  is  rf'pn^nant  to  it? 
I  Wfli  just  (iicoiioii  a  circumstance  of  confir- 
matiun  that  came  verv  nattttally  from  Mr. 
Frith,  ami  wliich  mndr  n  ^^trong  impression 
'Upob  my  mind.  He  recollected  iicvenil  ihincs 
worn  accident ;  for  I  was  going  to  part  wttn 
him  sever.ll  times :  Mr.  Yorke  pressed  him ; 
and  though  in  the  habits  of  our  profession 
we  do  not  precisely  know  all  they  mean  to  say, 
that  gentleman  brought  out  an  infinite  quan- 
tity ot  m.'itlcr  to  which  T  should  not  have  ad- 
'vised  that  gentleman.  "There  was  something 
taid  about  fsmiliea  advanced  to  the  throne 
who  fortint  the  principle^  that  afh  anccd  them 
there.  Whether  you  were  speaking  of  the 
•dtaoeement  of  the  house  or  Bninswick,  or 
the  hou'^e  (tf  Hanover,  I  don't  recollect,  but  I 
know  Un-re  wa^  "^omethin^  pointed  tliat  you 
uUered  upon  that  subject."  Mr,  Yorkc 
atopqped  there,  end  there  it  would  have  rested; 
bwt  upon  looking  over  this  book,  "=say=i  he,  do 
you  think  it  was  any  thing  like  llus— the 


Triennial  act "  O  yes !"  says  "  that  is 
it,"  and  then  he  went  on  with  roe  through 
the  passage.  This,  gentlemen,  in  addition 
to  the  truth  of  the  stoty,  refieets  an  un- 
doubted credit  upon  it.  But  not  only  Mr. 
Frith  recollects  these  passages,  hut  Wreaks 
and  Gillot  reeoHect,  and  very  pointedly  ro> 
collect  the  cirrumstanccs  that  pi'^-cd.  In- 
deed, 1  own  Ibcy  recollected  with  a  perfcct- 
ness,  that  when  he  was  asked  if  he  had  not 
read  it  since,  he  said,  fifty  times,  1  dare  say; 
and  when  he  was  o^-amined  as  if  it  was  to  a 

,  mdk  score,  I  should  have  almost  doubted. 

'  But  he  removed  all  difficulty  upon  the  sub. 
']fct;  for  some  part?  thnt  are  not  ^nrrifically 
here,  he  could  only  have  recited  from  me- 
mory, eonlinued  down  from  that  precise  pe- 
rl 1  of  time  at  which  he  heard  it.  Then 
there  is  Wreaks  and  Gillot  recollect ;  and  is 
not  that  much  stronger  than  the  absence  of 
memory,  and  forgetfulness  of  others,  who, 
from  the  lapse  of  time,  forgot  the  particular 
pa&sa^es  concerning  which  they  were  ques- 
tioned:  an<i  there  seems  to  have  been  a  great 
deal  of  artifice  about  a  confusion  of  rnr?ta- 
phors,  **  scowling  back  to  caves  o(  obscu- 
rity," and  the  Lera  knowa  what  I  eonfbss  I 
agree  with  them,  that  such  a  confusion  of 
metaphors  I  should  have  reroUected;  Mr. 
Yorke  will  pardon  me,  I  tiu  not  mean  to  pay 
an  ill  compliment  to  his  talents;  I  have  not 
done  it  yet  ;  but  I  think  that  was  an  awk- 
ward thing,  and  it  might  have  made  me  re- 
cbllect  It ;  but  some  of  them  recollect  the 

context ;  and  onr  of  thr  rll'.=-rnrmg  clergymen 
recollected  the  words  aDnihiiation  of  corrup- 
tions and  abuses,  and  a  rtttitation  of  the  on« 
ginal  rights  of  human  nature,  and  this  de- 
manding of  an  annihilation  of  corruptions,  la 
by  persons  not  applying  tliemselves  peaceably 
to  parliament,  by  way  of  representation,  or 
even  bv  rcmon^triinro,  Ijui  detnancltn^i  fsf  the 
people,  in  an  imperious  tone,  that  would  take 
no  Ueni»l,  the  annlhihtioii  of  that  which  they 
choose  to  consider  as  vices  in  the  system. 
Now,  the  other  parts  you  have  heard  already 
considerably  discussed,  and  my  learned  friend 
was  anxious  to  have  every  part  of  it  read  to 
you  in  cvideurr :  and  I  will  give  hin?  the  be- 
nefit of  any  explanation  that  can  i>e  derived 
from  the  context,  and  if  there  be  a  |»reyaiUng 

h  )nr=t  'sentiment,  from  which  tbp  writer  or 
the  speaker  has  in  a  rash  moment  occSf 
sionaiiy  deviated,  that  occasional  deviatiM 
one  would  consent  to  pardon,  in  favour  of  a 
penehil  good  iutention,  where  that  good  in- 
tention was  permanent :  but  when  I  see  him 
treating  the  religion  of  this  country  as  fanatic 
cism— when  I  f.iv\  him  treating  the  prc<?ent 
laws  and  government  of  this  country  as  a  po- 
litical imposture  upon  mankind^when  T  nmi 
him  stating  to  them  that  they  had  en  l  irrd 
those  thirj^s  too  long,  and  should  endure  them 
noioiigci,wiuctumports,thatitwasagrievanca 
to  endure  them,  till  the  light  of  reason  had 
illuminated  tlir-m — and  when  I  find  him,  in 
order  that  every  man's  miaU  may  feel  wtiac 
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is  the  parliament  of  the  country — how  is  the 
king,  who  presides  at  the  head  of  titat  parba- 
ment,  to  be  obeyed,  if  people  are  to  be  ttn^ibt 
to  treat  them  with  that  habitual  contempt! 
This  is  not  a  case  of  ordinary  sedition,  of 


be  wishes  them  to  feel,  telling  them  that  all 
this  is  prejudice  apd  usurpation,  and  thai  it 
is  high  time  for  this  illuminated  people  to 
tell  thosf  who  represent  them,  and  who 
ia  communion  with  the  other  two 


hisochM*  that  it  is  time  for  them,  and,  he   light  words,  or  t  esse  in  which  a  few  exprts- 


Said  with  a  sneer,  for  the  558  gentlemen  to 
^  about  their  business — Upon  these  expres- 
sions, there  is  hardly  a  witoeis  who  does  not 
•petiaconfinniogtheuseAttbvn.— I  putitto 
anyone  of  you  separately,  can  you  find  a  way  in 
which  it  could  have  been  respectfullv  spoken  ^ 
oould  he  say  it  but  with  disrespeetr  can  you 
believe  that  he  wislied  that  the  persons  to 
whom  he  was  addressing  himself,  should  feel 
respectfully  of  them,  when  he  was  speaking 
in  the  slight  flippant  terms  in  which  be  spoke 
of  them  ?  liut.  gentlemen,  I  call  to  your  re- 
cuilccliou,  m  aid  of  this  observation,  how 
twice  to  lUght  he  deviated  into  tho  •sane  in- 
temperance, and  in  his  address  to  you,  was 
guilty  of  that  which  misdit  have  been  the 
subject  of  a  prosecutioD,  if  the  humane  mtaw 
position  of  my  lord  had  nut  stopped  him. 
Then  the  evidence  goes  to  the  positive  unim- 
peached  recolieclion  of  three  persons.  The 
luge  parts  of  this  speech  uttered  at  the  time 
when  the  most  mischief  could  be  produced, 
to  a  multitude  of  5  or  6,0U0,  or  double  the 
nuoiber,  collected  by  public  advertisement; 
which  advertisement  slates,  that  in  all  pro- 
bf^ily, «  great  number  of  friends  would 
cam  nooB  ue  country,  and  endeavowing  to 
ehfat  the  multitude  into  a  beheQ  that  there 
was  that  unanimous  contempt  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  that  ihcy  would  resolve  to  pe- 
lilieii  then  no  aiore ;  then  this  inflammatory 
address,  touching  their  passions  upon  every 
sumect  most  calculaleU  to  move  them,  touch- 
ing them  upon  tlw  subject  upon  which  uar- 
Uament  is  about  to  give  them  that  prudent 
redress,  I  mean  upon  the  subject  of  the  Slave 
trade,  and  that  he  was  wbhiug,  hrst  of  all, 
V>  irritate  their  liMlin^;  and  then,  in  this 
publication  ?ays,  their  situation  was  little 
better  than  the  persons  of  whom  he  was 
ipeaking. 

In  the  address  to  tlic  king,  he  says,  "  As 
we  ourselves  feel,  we  are  naturally  led  to 
sympathise  with  those  who  feel  also.  Wish- 
ing to  bo  rid  ef  the  weight  of  oppressiMi  under 
which  we  groan,  we  are  induced  to  compas- 
sionate those  wlio  groan  also,  and  to  desire 
m  aUeeiatioii  of  their  sufieriogs.  On  our 
own  account  we  have  repeatedly  petitioned 
the  lower  house  of  parliajMot,  but  petitioned 
in  vain.  We  aae.neaiy  of  the  practice  t  we 
are  disgusted  to  hear  Uie  hallowed  name  of 
liberty  made  the  sport  of  corrupt  placemen  ; 
and  we  are  shocked  to  sec  that,  in  the  prac- 
tieaof  li^islatioD,  humanity  is  huts  name." 

Now,  1  ask,  can  there  be  a  more  pointed 
libel  upon  the  whole  l^islature  than  this, 
hddiag  out  ll^  the  people  of  this  coimtry,  that 
those  who  are  the  fountains  of  law,  and  the 
sotirces  of  protection,  that  to  them  huma- 
nil^  is  mttrely'a  name }  la  Ood's  name,  faoir 


sions  may  meet  the  censorious  e^e  of  a  criti- 
cal observer ;  but  the  whole  labric  of  this 
speech  is  mischief ;  a  pestilence,  afifecUog  the 
vitals  of  the  constitution  in  every  part  of  it. 
And  if  punishment  does  not  come  Jownupon 
this  geatleman,  it  is  in  vain,  frum  tliis  mo- 
ment, to  talk  of  Uwt  which  he  affects  to  ptias 
so  much — the  liberlv  of  the  press!  for,  unless 
its  vices  are  restrained,  the  licence  of  the 
press  will  destroy  the  liberty  of  it,  and  preci- 
pitate us  into  that  state  of  anarchy  and  oon- 
lusion,  which  obtains  in  another  countrr ; 
and  which  anarchy  and  contusion  ha^  beca 
mainly  produced  by  the  mischief  I  am  com- 
plaining of.  The  licensed  abuse  of  every  cha- 
lacter,  oythe  numerous  iouroaltsts  of  that 
countiy,  destroyed  thdr  nbcrt j,  whkb  was 
followed  by  all  thai  wickedness  which  has 
made  every  man,  who  had  the  least  senti- 
ment of  virtue,  shwlder ;  and  I  know  oo  waj 
so  eftetual  to  nip  the  misdilef  in  the  hod,  ti 
have  our  dwellings  5ecured  to  ii?  from  the 
dcpradations  of  those  who  wantonly  rival  the 
magistiracy  of  tlie  countiy,  who  addreas  bhI- 
titudes  for  the  purpose  of  arming  ;— and  let 
it  not  be  said  that  the  words  slipped  casually 
from  him— he  must  contemplate  arming  who 
approves  arms  when  they  are  made. — It  is 
not  upon  the  loose  wording  of  a  letter  that  I 
lay  a  stress,  he  has  one  nut  into  his  Ittod, 
sent  by  an  aisociale,  upon  tkis  record  t  milnn, 
therefore,  you  arc  ready  to  consign  your 
country  to  spoil— unless  ^ou  are  prepared  to 
sacriBoe  the  security  of  pnvale  life  as  well  ai 
public,  in  respect  to  characters,  you  will  not 
give  this  broad  encouragement  to  libellers— 
to  ihc  movers  of  sedition  and  mischief,  which 
would  be  given  if  you  hesitate  n  moment  ia 
giving  the  verdict  which  is  warranted  1  y  tlat 
uuirojpeached  body  of  evidence  that  4)as  been 
Jaad  befNe  you,  which  is  merely  attempted 
to  be  anailed  by  the  non'recolfection  of  a 
few  persons  of  the  description  of  some  of  the 
witnesses  here,  very  fanatical,  very  sealouSfc 
very  unworthy,  from  tlieir  manner>,  of  any 
belief— a  collusion — and  closed  with  that, 
which  appeared  to  me  gross  perjury,  by  Ubc 
man  whom  they  mskato  bring  tiie  leateif 
their  army ; — you  cannot  believe  the  manner 
in  which  tliist  evidence  was  given  j  but^'ii'  you 
bdiewed  it  to  the  utmost,  it  does  not  impMfh 
the  positive  testimony  of  the  evidence  we 
have  produced.  Anrf,  if  you  should  fo  be- 
lieve, you  will  do  tlmt  which  is  c^nual  U 
the  saft^  of  yourselves,  your  oouotiy,  eiii 
the  government  that  protects  you  —  ^vt 
tiiat  verdict  of  conviction  that  will 
him  to  the  proper  punishment  thai 
him,  where  he  will  nnd,  although  he  cuv  rr- 
nounce  it,  Uiat  justice  is  temiKied  with 
mercy. 
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SuMMiiro  OP. 

Mr,  Justire  J?o»/:«^Gr-nt!rrnrn  of  thcTtiry; 
There  is  no  principle  I  can  more  proper ij  be- 
gin with  in  tnis  caae,  before  I  sum  up  to  you, 
than  that  which  the  defendant  himself  set  out 
with  ;  namely,  the  desiring  yon  to  di»;cbar»e 
all  prejudices  from  your  micd  upon  ihi£>occii- 
■ioB.  I  die  not  suppote  thkt  such  a  caution 
is  necessary;  but,  however,  1  do  entirely 
agree  with  bim,  and  I  do  hope,  and  do  not 
doubl  but  you  will  stiend  to  tm  evidenee  tbet 
liasbeon  produced  in  t!iis  cause,  without  giv- 
ing way  either  to  false  mercy  on  one  side,  or 
false  prejudices  on  the  other ;  that  vou  will 
attend  wholly  to  tiie  evidence,  anl  know, 
that  the  bci  way  in  which  a  jury  can  exe- 
cute their  duty  is,  lo  give  their  verdict  accord- 
log  to  the  evidence  before  them. 

1  told  the  defendant,  thai  ynu  sjimiltl  be 
apprised  of  what  I  considered  to  l)C  the  right 
W  every  man  in  tliia  country;  namely,  that 
he  has  u  ris;ht  to  discourse  upon  speculative 
ptan«  of  rei'urm,  with  this  proviso,  that  he 
bhali  not  endanger  tlic  peace  oi  his  country  j 
fur  whenever  speculative  men  are  not  con- 
tented with,  Init  g:o  beyond  their  abstract  spe- 
culation, it  IS  tor  a  jury  to  determine,  wbe* 
tber  they  do  not  mean  to  do  eotnethtn|^  mere, 
»o  to  disturb  tlie  public  mind  as  to  bruig  the 
constitution  into  discredit,  and  to  excite  the 
subjects  of  the  country  to  a  state  of  tumult 
and  disaffection;  and  we  all  know,  tbat  the 
f^rafort  and  basis  of  all  governments  is,  the 
mutual  ^Qod  affection  that  subsists  between 
the  magistrate  and  the  people.  If,  on  the 
one  hand,  the  niagislnite  does  not  love  the 
people,  or  il,  on  the  other  jiand,  the  people 
oo  net  look  np  to  their  maghtrate  wttn  love 
and  respect,  that  country  never  can  go  on  in 
comfort  and  prosperity ;  and  it  i"?  therefore  a 
vice  of  the  most  odtuu.s  and  dangerous  ten- 
dency, to  wish  to  excite  disaffection  between 
the  governor  and  Ihf  people. 

Before  I  state  to  you  the  nature  of  this 
charee,  I  will  also  einort  you  to  bear  this  in 
n.ina,  that  the  doctrine  of  annual  parliaments 
and  universal  suffrage,  is  that  upon  which 
men  have  very  honestly  held  different  opi- 
nions. I  think,  as  I  have  told  the  defendant 
in  tlic  eoursc  of  the  bti«ine5s,  thnt  the  ques- 
tion of  auuuiil  parhanicnts  has>  been  wholly 
misunderstood ;  for  that,  upon  the  subject  of 
annual  p.irliaincnts,  vc  have  them  to  this 
day,  for  the  king  does  call  the  parliament  to- 
gether every  year:  and  the  old  constitution 
of  this  country  undoubtedly  was,  that  it  was 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  Crown  whether  it  would 
call  a  new  parliamtnt  or  assemble  the  old 
one  ;  that  was  the  constitution  of  thb  coun- 
try at  the  a;raof  the  Kevoltition  ;  for,  from  the 
eariici»l  time  to  the  accession  of  king  William, 
the  king  had  it  in  his  power  to  assemble 
either  the  old  or  call  a  new  parliament,  but 
was  not  obliged  to  call  them  annually  to- 

Efher.  Since  that  lime,  two  altcrations'bave 
en  made;  bjr  the  statute  of  Jong  Waiiami 


I  they  were  prohibited  calling  the  same  parlt»> 
moat Bon tfatn  thiee  timet}  and  since  that, 

seven  times  and  no  more;  nnd,  therefore, 
I  questions  started  upon  that  subject  appear 
I  not  well  imderstooo ;  for  the  eoe  Mi  the 

I  other  arc  only  abridgments  of  the  kind's  pre- 
rrr^-'.tivc,  for  the  kin<^  mii;ht  cnll  them  a? 

I  ultcn  as  lie  pleased;  alter  iiie  statute  ot 
Geo.  1st,  hecallcd  tbsm  together  for  wHm 

1  years  only. 

As  to  septennial  parliaments,  it  is  not  for 
OS  to  <nsouss,  h  la  enonffh  to  remind  you, 
that  it  is  th<:  la^-  of  thn  land,  .ind  whoever 
wants  to  change  it,  by  any  oilier  means  than 
that  of  fair  discussion,  is  a  bad  member  of 
the  state. 

As  lo  universal  suffrage,  we  know,  for 
three  centuries  past,  we  have  had  a  legisla- 
tive eondemiiatien  of  imivcrsal  auimie  m  thlt 

country,  and  in  no  country  njrnn  the  earth 
;  has  universal  suffrage  ever  prevailed.   In  a 
j  neighbouriog  country,  after  naving  tried  it, 
J  they  found  it  would  not  do.   In  no  country 
I  has  it  obtained,  and  it  is,  at  this  moment, 
contrary  to  the  law  of  tbas  country.  After 
I  hearing  that,  whoever  would^  by  any  other 
means  than  fair  discussion,  inforcc  the  doc- 
trine of  universal  suffrage,  is  a  mischievous 
member  of  sodely. 

These  things  being  premised  to  you,  J  will 
now  stale  the  indictment  which  has  been 
found  against  the  defoodant  It  states^  that 
"  he,  together  with  icMph  Oaks,  and  Richard 
Davison,  bein*  seditious  and  disaffected  per- 
sons, and  intending  to  break  and  disturb  the 
peace  of  this  realm,  did,  on  the  rtfa  of  Ap^rii, 
m  the  34th  year  of  the  rei  -n  of  our  sovereign 
lord  George  the  drd,  now  king  of  Great  Bri- 
toin,  and  so  forth,  and  on  divers  other  di^ 
and  times,  as  well  before  as  after,  with  force 
and  arm",  at  ShclVield  aforesaid,  in  thecotmty 
aforesaid,  unlawfully,  maliciously,  and  sedi- 
tiously, did  combine,  conspire,  and  confo* 
derate  with  each  other,  and  with  divers  orhrr 
disaffected  and  ilWdisposed  subjects,  whose 
names  are  to  the  said  jurors  unknown,  to  tra- 
duce, vilify,  and  defame,  the  Commons  House 
of  Parliament,  and  the  government  of  this 
realm,  and  to  excite  a  spiirh  of  discontent, 
disaffection,  and  sedition,  in  the  minds  of  the 
Jicrrc  subjects  of  our  said  lord  the  kin?,  to- 
wards and  against  our  said  lord  the  king,  and 
the  government  of  this  realm." 

This  is  one  of  the  allegation'?  necessary  for 
you  to  attend  to;  for,  unless  you  find  that 
what  they  did  was  done  with  some  of  thesa 
views,  the  dcu  ndant  is  culit'ed  to  your  ac- 
'  quittal.  The  lirstcharge  is,  that  he  con>[^irrd 
with  Gales;  and  a  conspiracy  of  two  i^  suili- 
cient;  so  that  whether  Davisuu  was  a  conspi- 
mtnr  or  not  is  not  material,  if  Mr.  Yorke  and 
Galesc  onspired  together. 

There  is  a  farther  allegation,  that  in  par- 
suancc  of  this  conspiracy,  tbcy  did  c;ui>e  and 
procure  certain  subjects,  "  4,000.  or  more,  to 
assemble  together  on  theCaatle  HIH,  atSbeit 
field,  for  thepnrpoieoflwBriBg  dtvers  tcaiu 


I 
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^ont,  wdHiout,  and  iDflAininatoiiy  tpoecbes,  |  qucnces ;  and  be  can,  in  my  opinion,  no  omv 
resolutions,  and  writings,  of  and  conccnuiig  'justify  himself  for  what  he  has  done,  by  say- 
the  Commons  liou&e  of  I^arhamenf  |  iug  he  did  not  think  it  would  have  that  coa- 

And  there  is  a  farther  allegation,  that  they  |  sequence,  than  a  man  who  should  fire  apisMrf 

did  it  in  pursuance  of  the  conspiracy,  inul  "  to  among  a  crowd  should  be  allowed  to  say.  I 
induce  the  sukyects  to  believe  Uiat  the  Uousc  .  did  not  thing  my  pistol  would  have  gone  » 


«f  Coainons  «m  inaltenthre  to  tiM  lawful 
wishM^  deBine,  and  petitioos  of  the  peoiile," 

Ike. 

There  arc  also  counts  for  printing  and 
*  publishing  a  seditious  pamphlet,  ot  and 
concerning  the  said  Commons  House  of  Par- 
liament, auid  the  ^overomeut  of  this  realm, 
iataliiled.  Proceedings  of  the  Public  Meeting 
held  at  SheffieUly  in  the  open  Air,  on  ihe  7  th 
of  April,  1794;  and  also.  An  Address  to  the 
Britub  Nation,  being  an  Expoution  of  the 


far,  or  that  a  man  shall  be  allowed  to  say,  I 

only  meant  to  try  the  effect  of  powder,  and 
did  not  think  it  would  have  killed  the  man. 
The  crime  of  sedition  has  nothing  anaLoeous 
to  it,  except  the  crime  of  high  treason.  If  a 
man  is  robbed  on  the  highway,  he  s«es  ex- 
actly the  extent  of  the  loss;  but  who  sfaali 
say,  when  a  man  addresses  an  aseemUy,  in  a 
way  to  inflame  the  multitude,  who  shall  vay 
where  the  mi&chief  shall  end?  it  is  iraposaihk 
Ibr  any  man  to  answer  for  the  mischief ;  and 


Motives  which  have  determined  the  People  of  |  for  that  reason  it  is,  that  I  tefl yon  as  my  own 
Sheffield  to  petition  the  House  of  Commons  private  opinion,  I  think  it  is  a  crime  that  has 
no  more  on  the  Subject  of  Parliamentarv  Ke-  |  nothing  analogous  to  it  in  this  country,  ex- 
form;  and  also,  that  he  did  conspire  and  con- 1  cept  the  crime  of  high  treason,  because  the 
federate,  with  divers  other  disaffected  and  ill-  extent  can  never  be  ascertained;  therefore 
disposed  subjects,  to  break  and  disturb  the  men  must  he  cautious  as  to  what  they  iHtcr^ 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  this  realm,  and  to  !  and  it  is  the  blessing  of  this  country  to  hsne 
rai^e  and  excite  riots,  commotions,  and  tu-  a  control  over  them;  it  is  the  province  of  a 
mulls  therein,  amongst  the  sut^ects  of  our  jury,  when  speeches  are  broiight  before  them 
said  lord  the  kin^,  and  to  incite  and  encou-  I  that  are  libellous  or  seditious  to  say  whether 
xage  the  said  subjects  to  fiirnish  and  provide  '  they  think  the  party  has  really  uttered  tfMro, 
arms  and  often  si  ve  weapons,  for  the  purpose  if  they  do  think  the  party  uttered  the  «pe«he<, 
of  more  effectually  raising  and  carrying  on  and  that  the  speeches  have  a  seditious  ten- 
such  riots,  commotions,  and  tumults." 

Now,  in  order  to  make  out  these  points, 
perhaps,  it  will  be  better,  before  I  sum  up  the 
evidence,  >u  point  your  attention  to  one  cir- 
cumstance, and  that  is,  that  you  wuuld  con- 
sider, as  to  the  speech  printed  and  the  speech 
proved  to  have  been  uilered,  what  is  the  fair 
cooslruction  of  thcns :  that  the  speeches,  if 
they  were  uttered  by  the  party  as  published, 
relate  to  the  government  of  this  country 
there  can  be  no  doubt.  "  When  our  nation 
shall  be  re^zeneraled,  these  persecuted  men 


dency ;  till  I  am  better  informed,  I  shall  never 
direct  a  jury  to  attend  to  the  '■"tentiflftof  At 
parly,  but  to  the  thing  itself. 

Having  premised  to  much,  I  will  bhv  ft^ 
ceed  In  the  evideneei 

[Here  his  lordship  recapitulated  the  en* 
dence  on  the  part  of  the  crown.] 

This  is  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  pro- 
secution. On  the  part  of  the  defendant,  you 
have  heard  a  speech  upon  which  I  will  myknno 

comment,  except  this,  that  he  made  soni<?  oS- 


wili  wear  civic  crowns."   Ue  speaks  of  our  ,  servalions  certainly  not  verv  reverenily  of  tbc 
nation,  and  then  he  addresses  them  and  says.  House  of  OMnmoM— that  by  the  suspension 
Fellow-citizens,  the  day  is  at  length  ar-  \  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act  they  had  laid  the 

rived,"  and  so  on  ;  and,  throughout,  he  seems  liberties  of  the  people  at  the  foot  of  the 
tome  never  tu  speak  ot  government  m  general,  tiirooc.  It  was  belter  stopped,  that  nothing 
without  having  the  British  constitution  in  his  '  farther  might  go  on  upon  that  subject;  son 
view ;  that  i^  the  principal  part  of  the  iunucn-  it  is  a  line  that  it  is  surely  the  t'uty  ufa  iiidje 
does  in  this  indictment.   The  innuendoes,  in   to  pursue;  because  he  cannot  sit  here  and 


doh  is  duty,  unless  he  stops  a  man 

mcnt  he  says  a  word  to  slander  the  laws.  I 
cannot  suffer  the  acts  of  the  legislature  to  be 
censured.  He  supported  his  specubuive  pnn- 
ciplcs  of  annual  parliaments  and 


general  are.  that  he  meant,  among  others,  to 

alliifle  lu  the  Government  of  this  country,  of 
which  I  think  you  can  hardly  entertain  a 
doubt,  provided  the  speeches  and  the  publi- 
cation are  fairly  staled.   You  are  therefore  to 

consider,  supposin;^  the  innuendoes  fairly  suffrage,  and  says  he  has  uttered  no  moie 

Stated,  whether  il  was  Uicir  intention  merely  than  what  may  be  found  in  ihe  speech^  of 

to  enlighten  the  minds  of  the  people  upon  a  such  men  as  the  late  lord  ChaUtam,  laid 

speculative  point,  or  to  carry  them  a  step  far-  Canidrn.  sirGcr^e  Savilc,  archdeacon  Paler, 

tber,  and  excite  a  spirit  of  discontent,  dis-  and  others;  and  it  is  very  true  they  have  done 

affisclion,  and  sedilioo  in  their  minds.  If  you  so,  and  we  believe  in  charity  that  they  hase 

shoiilil  he  of  opinion  tli;tt  the  defendant  ut-  honestly  done  so;  and  if  the  conduct  of  tbc 

tered  thc^e  speeches  with  that  view,  or  that  defendant  here  had  been  merely  a  speculatioa 

they  had  that  tendency,  even  though  he  might  of  his  own,  it  would  have  been  a  different 

not  have  that  design ;  yet,  if  a  man  wHl,  in  a  thing ;  but  when  those  speculations  aie  gone 

public  assembly,  utter  words,  having  a  sedi-  forth  in  a  large  assembly,  it  will  be  for  ycni 

tious  tendency,  he  must  take  the  couae- :  to  jiulge  whether  you  will  give  ium  crcda  lor 
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ihm  ionoQencc  «f  his  exertious,  wbetber  be 
did  not  iddren  Ihem  with  m  view  to  inflMM 

their  minds  aiiJ  tlicir  passion^  He  snys  that 
he  did  not;  and  he  urges,  and  has  a  right  tu 
-urge>  as  to  the  consequences  of  bis  speech, 
that  Sheffield  has  had  no  riot  in  it  since,  and 
4bat  it  is  almost  the  only  town  in  which  no 
fiot  has  ensued ;  and  even  i^  it  i«  so,  what 
cmneqvences  have  eoMMd  we  have  nothing 
to  do  with.  The  next  part  of  his  drfrnce 
goes  to  deny  thai  the  pamphlet  itself,  and  the 
spe«ch  whteh  h«  utterad,  retUy  had  klmt  wdi- 
lious  tendency,  or  could  hear  the  cunstnu  tion 
that  the  witnesses  for  the  crown  have  spoke 
to ;  and  to  that  purpose  he  calls  several  wit- 


tHan  his  lordship  suromad  uptfae  «videace 
on  Um  ptii  o(  the  defendant.] 

Now,  gentlemen,  Ihi^  is  the  wliole  of  the 
cvideoveon  the  one  stde  aod  on  the  other; 
•nd  I  wM  Bt  tiM  Mitaet,  before  I  begao  to 
sum  up,  it  is yotir  province  to  consider  fairly 
and  dispassionately  the  duty  you  owe,  on  the 
one  hand,  to  the  public,  and  that  which  you 
ow«»oiltiie  other,  to  the  prisoner.  If  be  has, 
in  rour  opinion,  been  guilty  of  addres'.iu^  a 
public  meeting,  at  the  time  that  he  did  ad- 
dress this  meeting,  namely  in  the  month  of 
April  1791,  when  your  own  ub^rrv  liou  must 
furnish  you  with  what  the  state  of  lite  coun- 
iry  was,  and  the  disposiUoiiB  of  the  nunds  of 
many  of  the  king's  subjects,  if  he  has  thought 
proper  to  address  the  people  in  strong  ener- 
getic language,  buch  as  is  mcnlioueu  here, 
and  that  Jaogiiage  had  a  tendency  (all  the 
circumstances  of  time  and  place  (onsidcrcd, 
for  you  ought  to  take  all  that  iniu  coiu»idera- 
tHm),  to  eidte  sedition  in  the  minds  of  his 
majesty'''  ?iibirrt^,  to  vilify,  tradure^and  de- 
fame the  Huu;»e  of  Commous :  if  yot»  think 
lie  not  only  did  that,  but  that  in  doing  it  he 
and  Gales  conspired  together,  yuu  will  find 
him  guilty.  If,  on  the  contrary,  you  think 
he  had  no  previous  communKation  with 
Oales,  he  is  entitled  to  your  acquiUaL  If 
you  believe  that  he  and  (Kile«i  wero  two  honest 
speculators,  having  merely  that  speculation 
in  view,  and  thatttieir  address  to  the  public 
was  perfectly  innocent,  and  had*  no  tendency 
to  eicite  di&aifeclion,  then  you  ought  to  find 
feSm  «ot  giulty.  As  to  the  drnmstance, 
whether  he  is  the  publisher  of  the  speech  or 
not,  it  re<>ts  upon  some  very  few  facts.  That 
he  uttered  some  speeches,  tliere  is  no  doubt ; 
and  thai  kb^  were  of  tlw  nature  stated  ia  the 
indictment,  if  you  bclrevc  the  witnesses^  you 
cannot  doubt.  On  the  other  hand,  that  the 
speech  had  not  that  tendency,  but  was  an  ia- 
luit  cnt  tme,  and  only  tended  to  produce  peace 
and  |;oo4  order,  if  you  believe  the  testimony 
«f  the  witoesiesr  yoo  nasi  think.  But  there 
k  Ml  additioeal  circoanUoet  in  thia  casei 
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the  pamphlet  itself  is  published  as  tlie  mo^ 
eeedmgs  of  the  meetiug  of  tfwt  day;  Mr. 
Cr^li'i  iiul  Mr.  Vorke  confer  about  th«  busi- 
ness of  arms;  Mr.  Yorke  said  Gales  would 
take  a  dosen  of  them ;  and  Mr.  Yorke  had 
conversed  with  Gales  before  the  mcetinz; 
and  within  -a  wcrk  atlcrthe  meeting  tliis pub- 
lication was  produced;  and  it  is  published  as- 
a  nanative  of  the  proceedings :  it,  by  tlie  ac- 
count of  the  dpfcndanl's  own  witnrsscs  com- 
prises several  oassages,  particulariy  that  about 
the  ftSB  gentlemen  in  St.  Stephen's  ehapel ; 
it  comprises  that  clearly,  and  tlic  other  wit- 
nesses say  many  more  passages :  those  per- 
sons  who  thought  it  stronger  than  the  speech 
as  uttered,  never  made  any  remonstrance 
about  it,  or  en<Tr:ivourcd  to  put  a  bUjp  to  the 
negociaiion  of  that  libel.    That  heme  the 
case,  you  will  consider  whether  this  book  It 
not  confirmatory  of  what  the  speech  con- 
tained ;  and  if  you  believe  that'  Mr.  Yorke 
was  privy  to  the  publintaoD  of  tbis  book,  you 
can  only  infer  it  firom  Mr.  Yorke  not  beins; 
able  to  produce  evidence  to  the  contrary.  If 
^ou  are  of  that  opinion,  then  the  publication 
Itself  is  evidence  of  w  hat  that  speech  utleied' 
by  Mr.  Yorke  did  really  contain,  and  will  help 
to  guide  your  judgment  ia  deciding  be twtx  n 
the  account  given  by  the  evidences  for  ilm 
prosectition  and  that  for  \hfi  prisoner ;  fur  il 
IS  impossible  to  take  up  this  book,  aud  say  it 
does  net  tend  to  libel  the  Hoim  of  ConiiDons^ 
and  tend  to  excite  disaffection  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country.   Therefore,  takine  one 
of  these  books  with  you,  I  only  admonish  yoa 
of  the  very  inikoftant  duty  you  have  to  di»* 
rhirire  ;  and  you  are  to  consider  whether  or 
iiui  Mt.  Voike  excited  a  spirit  of  disafiection> 
at  that  meeting,  and  whether  what  is  charged- 
aft  the  iodkiaBeat  faiicd  at  that  inMliiis> 

The  Jury  having  withdrawn  about  twenty 
minuteSi  returned  wLlha  verdict  of— GuiLTn 

Mr.  Yorke. — When  will  your  lordship  fix 
the  i^ay  for  the  inal  ui  ihc  next  indictment. 

Mr.  Justice  KooAre.—It  is  passed  ofer.  Thcu 
do  not  inieod  to  proceed  upoa-iL 


In  the  ensuing  Miclutlmns  Term  the  def- 
fendant  was  brought  up  tu  receive  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court  of  Kmg's-benoh.  The  sen* 

tence  passe<l  upon  him  by  Mr.  Justice  Asb- 

hursl  wa<*,  that  he  should  py  a  fine  to  the 
king  of  !^00/  ;  be  imprisoned  lor  two  yeara  la 
Dorchester  nol,  ana  until  such  fine  should 
be  pnid  ;  and  that  he  should  give  srctjrify  for 
his  good  behaviour  for  seven  years,  himself 
ia* 1,000/.,  and'twe  sweties  in  5fN)it  eaeh. 

Ssi'Mie  years  afterward^  lliii^  dcTcrnl.int  wns, 
by  Uic  Masters  of  the  Bench  of  ttie  Hou. 
Society  of  the  nmer  Temple,  called  to  th» 
degree  of  BarrisUr  at  law. 
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610.  Proceedings  on  the  Trial  of  Wiliiau  Stone»  Merchant, 
for  High  Treason ;  at  the  Bar  of  his  Majesty's  Court  of 

Kinoes- Bench,  Westminster,  on  Thursday  and  Friday 
the  2dth  and  29th  Days  of  January;  36  G£oiu»£  III, 
A.  D.  1796.* 


Ceiiit  ^  Xhtf^s  Bench,  Tkund^  Jwrnry 
99,  1796. 

Present. -  The  Right  Hon.  Lloyd.  Lonl 
KeiiyoD,  Lord  Chief  Justice ;  Mr.  Justice  Ash- 
burst,  Mr.  Justice  Grose,  Mr.  Justice  Law> 
lenee. 

Counsel  for  the  Croa  n. — Mr.  AUomey  Oe- 
Beral  [sir  John  Scott,  afterwards  L»>rd  Chan- 
fellor  Eldon];  Mr.  Solicitor  General  [sir  John 
MiUord,  afterwards  lord  Hedesdalc,  and  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Irefandl;  Mr.  Law  [afterwards 
lord  Ellenborongh,  and  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench];  Mr.  Garrow 
fafterwtrdt  a  BaroA  of  the  ExchMuer] ;  Mr. 
Wood  [sftenvaids  a  Binm  of  tne  Eirebe- 
^ucr]. 

SolicUor.^JoH  i^h  Whitfli-ovf.  SoUcilor  to 
IJ)c  Boardof  Treu  II  ry. 

Counsel  astigned  fur  the  Frtamer*.— Mr.  Ser- 
jaairt  Adair;  t&e  Hon.  Thomaa  Bataat  [aftef^ 
wrds'Lord  Chancellor  JBtskioe.] 

Auistant  Counsel. — Mr.  Gibbs  [afterwards, 
successively,  Lord  C  hief  Baron  of  the  Court 
ol  Exchequer,  and  l.ord  Chief  Justice  of  tlic 
Court  of  Common  rieas];  Mr.  Adam  [afier- 
ward?  Lord  Chief  Commissioner  of  the  Jury 
Court,  and  a  Baron  of  the  Court  of  £xchequer 
•f  Soothnd];  Mr.  Holroyd  Jafierwardt  one 
of  the  Justices  of  ibaCounof  JUsg'aBeiichlj 
Wr.C.F.Wanl. 

Solicitor.-^m,  Ricbaid  Wilaou^  BarUeUV 
buildings,  Uolbom, 

The  Court  being  opened,  and  William  Stone 
set  to  the  bar,  the  Jurors  returned  by  the 
Sbenff  wore  called  over. 

Riee  Davit,  esi|.  challenged  bv  the  orisoner. 
Henry  Dclaroaine,  esq.  uoia  melMuder. 

John  Leader,  gcnl.  sworn. 

tfViUiam  Alkiusoa,  c^q.  uoi  a  ifccliuldef, 

Luca&  Birch,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 

Adam  Ahkew,  esq.  cliallenged  by  tlic  prisoner. 

James  Crompton,  paper-baoging  ouikcr,  chal- 
lenged by  the  crown* 

Samuel  £theri4fle»  c^t.esaisedoa  anouBt 
of  age. 

John  Mavbew,  esq.  sworn. 

Charles  Cole,  ee^.  cballenied  bgr  the  priaooer. 

*  Taken  in  iiborl^haod  by  Jo&eph  Curaey. 


Tbomaa  Addaikgr,  ^aq.  dialhogoA  hgr  <h» 

crown. 

Christopher  Arden,  gent,  excused  on  accou&t 

of  deafness. 
Stephen  WiHiam^,  esq.  not  a  ficdiolder. 

Thomas  William?,  esq. 

Mr.  WiiUauu. — I  have  been  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Stone  near  twenty  yeers;  a  great 
part  of  that  time  I  have  been  vrry  iuiitnaUt 
with  him ;  and  tiierefore  hope  1  shall  be  ea- 
eoaaAi— Challenged  by  the  crown* 

Timothy  Cwtis,  esq.  excused  on  ■^rmrBl  of 

illness. 

Richard  Jupp,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
Ralph  Nicholson,  c^q.  nota  freehcMer. 
John  Hctherington,  esq.  swom. 

Thomas  Coir,  esq.  sufirn. 
William  Par<loc  Allelt,  esq.  aot  properly  de- 
scribed in  the  paneL 
John  Crutchfield,  esq.  not  a  frreliolder. 
George  Shakespear,  esq.  e\cu:>ed  oo  aocoool 
•  of  age. 

Joseph  Hankcy,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
Edward  Ironside,  ei>q.  not  a  freeholder. 
John  Freeman,  esq.  not  a  Ireehokler. 
John  Peler  Bhu|uiere,  chaUeog^  hj  tha 

Krisoner. 
n  Winter  Oswin,  oilman,  not  a  freeholder. 
George  Nairne,  stockbroker,  not  a  freeholder. 
Henry  Wright,  gent,  challenged  lyrtha  fn* 
soner. 

Jeremiah  Blackman,  tinaher-iiMichaiitt  ax* 

cu'f  d  on  account  of  dcafnese* 
Thomas  Bromley,  esq. 

Mr.  Bromley. — I  was  upon  the  Grand  Jury 
that  found  the  hill,  ana  tbeiefiiM  oa  aoi 

eligible. 

Samuel  Bonbain»c8^  cballenfed  bjika  fii> 

soner. 

Sampson  Bowles,  esq.  nota  talMldor* 

Mr.  Attorney  Cenerah — ^tt  hap]^ns,  I  eaji> 

not  tell  how,  that  a  great  part  ot  the  jurors 
have  not  the  quaU&catian  thai  the  law  lO* 

quires. 

Lord  Kenuon, — I  am  very  sorry  that  the 
freeholders  book  is  made  up  in  such  a  man- 
ner.—The  writ  requires  llic  sheriff  to  retuni 
fteeholders;  and  how  be  it  to  cscuta  hioBiaeir 
ftr  not  feteming  freebolden  I  do  not  konfr. 

Charles  Mtnier,  seedsman,  sworn. 

Richnrd  Gough|  esq.  challenged      tha  pi* 

suuer. 
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Charles  Bwtt»  «sit.  aouted  waecoaiit  of 
age. 

Daoiel  Dyson,  farnwr,  Mvom. 
George  Abel,  gent,  not  a  freeholder. 
George  Nighliogaie.  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
iMMMl  B»rards,  wnMBeNfaaBt,  challenged 

by  the  prisoner. 
Samuel  iUakiOy  esq.  challeoged  by  the  pri* 

•oner. 

Thomas  Burnett,  esq.  sworn. 
David  Dean,  esq.  challenged  by  the  prisoner. 
William  Sumner,  siivcrstuith,  sworn. 
John  Lorkin,  oilman,  s%vuntf 
Richard  Thresher,  hosier,  not  a  frefliolder. 
John  Boon,  butclier,  cltalienged  by  the  crown. 
Ibim  Britooe,  esq.  not  a  ftveholder. 
John  Baker,  esq.  challenged  hy  the  prisoner. 
Philip  Firniin,  buttun-maker,  nut  a  frccltohler. 
John  Bond,  esq.  cbullengcd  by  the  prl.-^ancr. 
Oeoigt  wstoir,  esq.  CMlliinged  by  the  pri- 
soner. 

John  Grahanii  bricklayer,  cliallenged  by  the 

prisoner. 
Peter  Taylor,  blockmakcr,  sworn. 
Thomas  Gildart,  esq.  challenged  by  the  pri- 
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Biehiid  T«iiiiag»  esq.  chiUcnged  t»y  tfo«  pri- 
soner. 

William  West,  brewer,  sworn. 
George  WanI,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
Samuel  Ireland,  merchant,  not  a  frcehoUto. 
Joseph  Sales,  esq.  not  a  trcelioidcr. 
Thomas  Day,  esq.  challenged  by  the  prisoner, 
ddeon  CoflshnnM^  esq.  challenged  bj  the 
nrtsoner. 

WiUiam  Tatnell,  esq.  not  a  freeholder  to  the 
value  of  lOf.  ft-year. 

John  Hall,  esq.  excused  nn  ncrount  of  illne'ss.  | 
George  Fillingham,  hop-tuctor,  tlulleogcd  by 

the  prisoner. 
Richard  Thomas,  silversmith,  not  a  freeholder. 
William  Colman,  esq.  challenged  by  the  pri- 


Thomas  Everett,  esq.  not  a  freeholder, 
ikndrew  Aeid,  esq.  cliallenged  by  the  pri- 
* '  soner. 

bMo  Diaiidal€^  eoadh-master,  swom.* 
Toe  Juet.  . 


John  Miihew 
John  Hetheriugton 
Thomas  Cole 
Charles  Minier 
Daniel  Dyson 


Thomas  Burnett 

Willi  un  .^^uniner 
John  Lorkin 
Peter  Taylor 

William  West 
Isaac  Dimsdale. 


•    None  were  sworn  on  the  Jury  who  had 

not  a  freehold  in  the  county,  or  who  were 
above  TO  years  old.  The  prisoner';}  couu^xcl 
oljected  to  one  of  them,  as  being  HI  described, 
his  y>lace  of  abode  being  staled  to  be  Grrijion- 
ttreet,  and  as  it  was  said,  there  being  several 
of  that  name,  there  should  have  been  some  • 
Wtag  added  to  distinguish  which  Omfton* 
street  was  meant.  This  objection  was  ovcr- 
foled;  whereupon  the  prisoner  challenged 
AeJteyBMa  pcretoptorUy.**-  JE.  v.  Sme,^ 
T.B.581. 


The  Jury  were  charged  with  the  Frisonet 
in  the  usual  form,  on  the  following  Indict* 
meat. 

Caption. — Middlcicx  to  wit. 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  Thursday  next 
after  three  Weeks  from  the  day  of  the  Uo^ 
Trinity  in  the  thirty -fifth  year  of  the  reign  of 
our  sovereign  lord  George  the  Third  by  tho 
srace  of  Uod  of  Great  lintaiu  France  and 
Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  Faith  &e.  is 
the  court  ofour  said  lord  the  king  before  the 
kin£  hunself  ai  Westminster  in  the  county 
of  Middlesei  upon  the  oath  of  Robert  8lo> 
pheoson  esquire  Simon  Le  .'^age  esquilO 
Hexekiah  Green  esquire  liobcrt  Lewis  esquire 
Edward  Read  esquire  John  Groves  esquire 
John  Thompson  esquire  John  Sich  esquire 
John  Spinaii;e  esnuire  Thomas  Bramley 
esqtiirc  John  rsichuil  esquire  WUliam  Dickey 
esquire  Blanchard  Coward  esqaire  Peter  Heft* 
(IciMin  csciuire  .Teffrey  Menywealher  Shuw 
esquire  W  iiliam  Parker  esquire  John  Alexr 
anoer  esquire  Thomas  Davis  esquire  Thomas 
Marthwaitc  esquire  Edward  Hlppesley  esquitf 
and  Joseph  i  hackery  esquire  eood  and  lawful 
men  of  the  said  county  ut  Midulc.^cx  now  here 
sworn  and  diarged  to  inquire  for  our  said 
lord  the  king  for  the  body  of  the  saud  county 
It  is  presented  as  folioweth  Uiat  it  is  to  say— 

IiiMononit.^JfiddCMt  to  wft. 

The  Jurors  for  our  lord  the  king  upon  their 
onth  present  that  on  the  first  day  of  March 
in  the  thirty  - fourth  year  of  ilic  rtigu  of  our 
Sorereign  ford  George  the  Third  by  the 
grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain  France  andt 
Ireland  king  Defender  of  the  Faith  6cc.  and 
Icnjg  before  and  eonthitially  from  thence 
hitherto  an  open  and  public  war  was  and  yei 
is  prosecuted  and  carried  on  between  our 
saia  lord  the  king  and  the  persons  excrcisinjg 
the  powers  of  government  in  France  (that  is 
to  say)  at  Old  Ford  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex and  that  William  Stone  late  of  Old 
Ford  aforesaid  in  the  coitnty  of  Middlesex 
aforo'-iiid  merchant  a  subject  of  our  •■ai  J  lord 
the  king  of  his  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  well 
knowing  the  premises  but  not  regarding 
the  duty  of  his  allegiance  nor  having  llie  fear 
of  God  in  his  heart  and  being  moved  and 
sednced  by  the  instigation  of  the  devil  as  a 
false  traitor  azainst  our  said  lord  the  king 
and  wholly  wiindrawing  the  allegiance  fide- 
lity and  obedience  which  every  true  au4 
faithful  subject  of  our  said  lord  'the  king  of 
right  ou"ht  to  bear  towards  our  said  lord  the 
king  and  contriving  and  with  all  his  strength 
intending  the  peace  and  eommon  tranquil- 
lity of  this  kingdom  to  disquiet  molest  and 
distuib  and  to  depose  our  said  lonl  the  king 
from  the  royal  state  title  power  and  govern- 
lUentof  this  kingdom  and  to  bring  and  put 
our  said  lord  tho  King  to  death  heretofore  ^to 
wit)  on  the  said  tirst  day  of  March  in  cne 

fbiity*iburth  year  albresaid  and  od  divers 
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4>Ui«r  davs  as  woU  before  as  afUr  that  day  at 
Old  Ford  aforesaid  ia  the  county*  of  Middlesex 
afinresaid  maliciously  and  traitoroualy  with 

force  and  arms  did  compass  imagine  and 
intend  to  depose  our  said  lord  the  king  from 
the  royal  state  title  power  and  soverDtnent  of 
this  kingdom  and  to  bring  and  pufc  OUT  said 
lord  the  kins  to  death 

And  to  fUlfil  perfect  and  bring  to  eflSKthis 
most  evil  and  wicked  treason  and  treasonable 
compassing  and  imaginations  aforesaid  he  the 
•aid  William  Stone  as  such  false  traitor  as 
aforesaid  during  the  said  war  (to  wit)  on  the 
said  first  day  of  Marrh  in  the  thirty-fourth 
year  aforesaid  and  on  divers  other  days  as 
mtHk  «bcfore  as  after  that  Hay  at  Old  Ford 
aforesaid  in  tVie  county  of  Middlesex  aforesaid 
'with -force  and  arms  maliciously  and  traitor- 
ously did  eoospire  consult  consent  and  aeree 
with  one  John  Tlurford  Stone  one  VVilfiam 
Jackson  and  divers  other  false  traitors  whose 
names  are  to  the  said  jurors  unknown  to  aid 
•atid  asiist  and  to  seduce  persuade  and  procure 
divers  subjects  of  our  said  lord  the  king  to 
aid  and  assist  the  said  persons  exercising  the 
powers  of  government  in  France  and  beine 
enemies  of  wir  said  lord  tlie  kin^as  aforesaid 
in  an  hostile  invasion  ot  the  dominions  of  our 
•aid  lord  Cbe4ring  and  in  the  proseeutioii  of 
the  said  war  against  our  said  lord  the  king 

And  ^ther  to  fulfil  perfect  and  bring  to 
^affect  his  most  evil  and  wicked  treason  and 
treHonable  compassing  and  imag^tions 
aforesaid  he  the  said  williara  Stone  as  sach 
false  traitor  as  aforesaid  during  the  saud  war 
(to  wit)  on  the  said  first  da^  orMarch  in  the 
thirty- fourth  year  aforcsaul  and  on  divers 
•other  days  as  well  before  as  after  that  day 
at  Old  Ford  aforesaid  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex aforesaid  with  force  and  arms  mali- 
•ciously  and  traitorously  did  conspire  consult 
consent  and  aeree  with  ihc  j>aid  John  llur- 
ford  Stone  William  Jackson  and  divers  other 
false  traitors  whose  names  arc  to  the  said 
jurors  unknown  to  raise  levy  and  make  insur- 
foetion  rebellion  and  war  within  this  kingdom 
against  our  safd  lord  the  kin^  and  to  invite 
persuade  and  procure  the  said  persons  exer- 
cising the  powers  of  government  in  France 
and  being  enemies  of  our  said  lord  the  king 
as  aforesaid  to  invade  this  kingdom  with 
ships  and  armed  men  aiid  to  prosecute  and 
carrv  on  the  s^d  war  against  our  aaid  lord 
^e  king  within  this  kingdom. 

Ajad  farther  to  fulhl  perfect  and  Iwing  to 
«iMl  fiis  most  aril  and  wicked  treaaon 
and  treasonaMp  compassing  and  imagina- 
tions afocesaid  he  the  said  William  Stuuc  as 
•och  &lse  trutor  at  aforesaid  during  the  said 
war  (to  wit)  on  the  said  first  day  of  March  iu 
the  thirty-fourth  year  aforesaid  and  on  divers 
Other  davs  as  well  before  as  after  tlmt  day  at 
Old  Ford  aforesaid  in  the  county  of  Middlesex 
aforesaid  well  knowinirthc  said  William  Jack- 
aon  traitorously  to  have  come  to  and  landed 
la  this  kingdom  for  the  traitorous  purpose  of 
ffociiriof  aod  oblaiainf  inleUigeoee  aod  in- 


formation wbetbar  ^  suhfects  of  our  fltiil 
lord  the  king  were  ar  were  not  wdl  tiaitad 

to  our  said  lord  the  king  and  his  govermasnt 
and  were  or  were  not  likely  to  join  with  aaA 
assist  the  forces  of  the  said  persons  exerci&uig 
the  powers  of  government  in  France  aai 
being  enemies  of  our  faid  lord  the  kin;^  as 
aforesaid  in  case  an  hostile  invastuu  oi  Uus 
kingdom  should  be  made  by  them  lar  tha 

i)roseoutio!i  of  the  said  war  against  our  sail 
ord  the  ktug  and  of  sending  and  causing  li 
be  sent  such  intelligence  and  iofiwnatioii  ta 
the  said  persons  exercising  the  powma  of  go- 
vernment in  France  and  bciii^  enemies  of  our 
said  lord  the  king  as  aforesaid  lor  the  aui  as- 
sistance direction  and  instruction  of  the  mmI 
enemies  of  our  said  lord  the  king  in  Uiett 
conducjt  and  prosecution  of  the  said  war 
against  our  saki  lord  tiw  long  did  with  Ibrea 
and  arms  maliciously  and  traitorously  receive 
and  treat  with  the  said  William  Jackson  at 
Old  Ford  aforesaid  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex aforesaid  for  the  aid  assistaDCa  aai 
direction  of  the  said  William  Jackson  in  the 
prosecution  performance  and  execution  of  his 
traitorous  purpose  aforesaid  and  did  tim  ant 
there  maliciously  and  traitorously  treat  cqb» 
suit  and  converse  with  and  did  then  aai 
there  malidously  and  traitoraiidy  aki  comlaft 
abet  and  assist  the  said  William  Jackson  in 
about  and  concerning  the  prosecution  per- 
formance and  execution  of  his  thesaidW  lUum 
Jackson's  traitorous  purpose  aforesaid 

And  further  to  fulfil  perfect  and  bring  to 
effect  his  most  evil  anu  wicked  Ireasooimd 
treasonable  compassing  and  imaginalioaa 
aforesaid  he  the  said  William  Stone  as  such 
false  traitor  as  aforesaid  during  the  said  war 
(to  wit)  on  the  md  first  day  of  Match  n  tha 
thirty -fourth  year  aforesaid  and  on  divers 
other  days  as  well  before  as  after  that  day  at 
Old  Ford  aforesaid  in  thccouuiy  of  Mtddlesex 
aforesaid  with  force  and  arms  nalicioMty 
and  traitorously  did  conspire  consult  oonseat 
axul  agree  with  the  said  John  liurford  Stoaa. 
William  Jackson  and  dhrers  other  fiUse  nai- 
tors  whose  names  are  to  the  said  juroiaUBt 
known  to  collect  and  obtain  aod  cause  to  ha 
collected  and  obtained  information  and  ia- 
telligence  within  this  kingdom  and  the  king* 
dom  of  Ireland  wheil^er  any  and  what  part  i/f 
4he  suhiects  of  our  said  iurd  the  i^mg  were 
disposed  tottd  and  aaaiat  the  aaid  persons 
ercising  the  powers  of  government  in  France 
and  beiDg  enemies     our  said  lord  the  kii^ 
as  aforesaid  in  an  hosUla  invasHio  of  any  ni 
what  part  of  this  kingdom  or  of  the  Km^dom 
of  Ireland  fur  the  prosecution  of  the  said  war 
againxt  our  said  lord  the  king  and  to  commvK 
aieale  notify  and  reveal  and  cause  to  be  OMiKi 
municatt'il  imtificd  and  revealed  such  inlclii* 
geocc  and  mformaliou  to  the  said  persK>os  tx^ 
ercising  the  powers  of  government  in  FraDsa, 
and  being  enemies  of  our  said  lord  the  king 
as  aforesaid  for  the  .aid  as:astapce  duacliua 
and  iiwtructMHiof  the  said  wmm^M^ 
lord  the  king  ui  their  coiKfer^myt 
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caUen  of  tin  taM  war  tgdnstour  ssM  loid 
tfce  king 

And  turtJMr  to  ftU&l  perfect  and  Uriog  to 
«ffBct  bis  tnott  evil  BtHi  wiekod  tretaon  and 

treasonable  compassing  and  imagination; 
aforesaid  he  the  said  William  Stone  as  such 
lalsc  traitor  as  aforesaid  during  the  said  war 
(to  wit)  on  the  aaid  first  day  of  March  in  the 
thirty- fourth  y^ar  aforesaid  and  on  divers 
other  davs  as  weli  betbre  as  after  that  day  at 
CM  Foraafbmud  in  the  county  of  Middlewx 

aforesaid  wiHi  torcr  and  nnns  mriliriotislv  and 
traitorously  didinqmre  and  cause  to  be  enquired 
of  diren  penona  in  this  kingdom  and  did 
collect  and  obtain  and  cause  to  be  collected 
and  obtained  from  such  persons  information 
aud  intelligence  whether  the  subjectsot  our  stud 
lord  the  king  were  or  were  not  well  affected  to 
our  said  lordlhc  kin;:  and  bis  governracntand 
were  or  were  not  likely  to  join  with  and  assist 
theforoaeof  the  said  pefaona  eurdMngthe 
powers  of  government  in  France  and  being 
enemies  of  our  said  lord  the  king  as  aforesaid 
in  case  an  iRN^le  invasion  should  be  by  them 
made  into  this  kingdom  for  the  prosecution 
of  the  said  ^var  against  our  said  lord  the  king 
with  ioleat  to  coaauunicate  notify  and  reveal 
end  cause  to  be  cocninuDicated  notified  and 
revealed  such  intelligence  and  information  to 
the  laid  persons  exercising  the  powers  of  go* 
eeroment  in  Franoe  and  oeinir  enemies 
«ai(l  lord  the  king  as  aforcsaicT  fur  the  aid  as- 
sistance direction  and  instruction  of  the  said 
enemies  of  our  said  lord  the  kins  in  their  con- 
diiel  and  prosecution  of  the  said  war  against 
oar  said  lord  the  kin;; 

And  further  to  fulhi  perfect  and  bring  to 
effeet  his  most  evil  end  wicked  treason  and 
trpisonabli;  rompassina  and  ima;^inntions 
aforesaid  he  llie  said  WUliani  Stone  as  such 
Me  tnitorM  aforesaid  during  the  said  war 
(to  wit)  on  the  said  first  day  of  March  in  the 
thirty-fourth  year  aforesaid  and  on  divern 
oilier  days  as  well  before  as  after  tiiat  day  ai 
Old  Ford  aforesaid  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex aforesaid  with  force  rtnd  arms  miliriously 
end  traitorously  did  obtain  and  in  his  custody 
and  posseasioQ  did  keep  diversletters  noteame- 
inor.mdumsandinstruclionsin  writing;  contain- 
kig  information  andintelligrncc  how  the  sub- 
jecta  of  our  said  lord  the  kin^  Nverc  afiected 
to  ear  aaid  lord  the  king  and  his  government 
and  in  what  manner  the  said  subjects  were 
iiikely  to  act  in  case  an  ho«itile  invasion  of  this 
kingdoea  ahoold  be  made  by  the  forces  of  the 
Saitrprrsons  cxerci^inEj  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment in  France  and  hems  enemies  of  our  said 
lerdthekingas  aforeaaid  for  the  proaeoitioa 
of  the  s  iid  war  against  our  said  lord  the  kme 
with  intent  to  commnnirat**  notify  and  rf?v<-al 
and  cause  tobecomumiucuieii  uouUedaiui  re- 
WMded  such  intelligence  and  informalioi)  to 
the  said  persons  cxerci««ini_'  tlir  j^owers  of  go- 
vernment in  I  rance  ami  being  enemies  of  our 
■rid  lord  the  king  as  aforesaM  for  the  aid  as- 
sistanrr  directi  ni  and  in'^truclion  of  the  said 
enemies  ot  our  said  lord  the  king  as  aioresaid 
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in*  tfaeit'condoet  and  prosecution  of  theaaM 

war  against  our  said  lord  the  l:in?. 

And  Airther  to  iidfil  perfect  and  brmg  to 
eflect  his  roost  evil  end  wicked  tremi  and 

treasonable  compassing    and  ima^rinatinns 
aforesaid  he  the  said  William  Stone  as  such 
false  traitor  as  aforesaid  during  the  said  war 
(to  wit)  on  the  said  first  day  of  March  in  the 
thirty- ffuirt!i    Vfnr   aforc^nid  and  on  divert 
Other  days  as  well  before  as  after  that  day  at 
Old  F<Mrd  aforesaid  in  the  county  of  Middlesex 
aforesaid        force  and  arms  nialiciousiy  and 
traitorously  did  send  and  cause  and  procure 
to  be  sent  from  thb  kingdom  to  be  deltverad 
in  foreign  parts  beyond  the  seas  divers  other 
letters  notes  memorandtims  and  intelligence 
in  writing  containing  iiiiurmaiiou  aad  in<>truc- 
tions  how  the  subjeeta  of  our  said  lord  the 
kini:!;  were  aflFected  to  our  said  lord  the  kin.;  md 
his  government  and  in  what  manner  the  said 
subjeeta  were  lilmlj  to  act  in  case  an  hostile 
iiiva'^ion  of  this  kinpf'onn  shovdd  be  made  by 
the  forces  of  the  said  persons  exercisine  the 
powers  of  government  in  France  and  being 
enemies  of  our  said  lord  the  king  as  aforesaid 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  said  war  a^^iost 
our  said  lord  the  king  with  inteui  to  commu- 
nicate notify  and  reveal  and  cause  to  be  com* 
municatrd  notified  and  revealed  such  intelli- 
gence and  inlormation  to  the  said  persons  ex- 
efdshig  the  powers  of  government  in  France 
and  bc  mg  enemies  of  our  said  lord  the  king 
as  aforesaid  for  the  aid  assistance  direction  and 
instruction  of  the  said  enemies  of  our  said 
lord  the  kiog  ill  their  omdoct  and  prosecutioo 
of  the  said  war  against  our  said  lord  the  king 
And  further  to  fulfil  porfect  and  bring  to 
eflect  his  most  evil  and  wicked  treason  and- 
treasonn!)lc  mnipa^sinE:  and  im^jinations 
aforesaid  he  the  said  W  illiam  Stone  as  audi' 
fidse  tr^tor  as  aforesrid  ditring  the  said  war 
(to  wit)  on  tlic  said  first  day  ot  March  in  the* 
thirty-fourth  year  aforesaid  and  on  diver<< 
oilier  days  as  well  before  as  alter  that  day  at 
Old  For  i  ii  rrsaid  in  thecounty  of  Middlesex 
afore  111        f  rcc  and  arms  maliciously  and 
traitorou^y  did  witli  the  said  William  Jack- 
son and  divers  other  falae  traitora  whooe* 
names  are  to  the  said  jurors  unknown  con- 
spire consult  consent  and  a^ree  to  raise  levy 
and  n)ake  insurrection  rebelliuu  and  war 
against  our  said  lord  the  king  willuB  hie 
kingdom  of  Ireland  and  tr;  c^nst*  ]»ro' ure  and 
incite  the  said  persons  exercising  liie  powers 
of  government  in  France  and  being  eoemies 
of  our  said  lord  the  king  as  aforesaid  to  in- 
vade the  kingdom  of  Ireland  with  ships  and 
anned  men  end  to  cairy  on  the  aaid  war 
against  ;our  said  lord  the  kmg  within  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland 

And  lurUier  to  tulhl  perfect  and  bring  to 
effect  his  moat  evil  woA  wuJted  treuon  and 
treasonable  compassing  and  iuiagiiKitions 
aforesaid  he  Uie  said  William  Stone  as  such 
folae  tnulor  as  aforesaid  duiin^  the  seid  wv 
(to  wit)  on  the  said  first  day  ot  March  in  the 
thirty-fourth  year  aforesaid  and  on  divera 
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other  days  as  well  before  as  aftdr  that  day  nl 
Old  Ford  aforesaid  in  the  county  of  Middiesex 
mforeaud  witli  force  and  arms  maliciousljand 
taitflvoosly  did  coDspira  consult  consent  and 

afrrer  \n  Hnd  with  the  Said  Wilham  Jackson 
arid  divers  otiier  iklse  traitors  "whose  names 
arc  to  the  said  jurors  uuknomi  that  he  the 
said  WilUara  Jack»on  should  go  to  and  Innd 
in  the  kitiukMU  of  Ireland  ^  the  traitorous 
purpoM  of  proeurtng  and  obteming  intelli- 
gence and  inforniatiun  wlicllicr  the  sulyects 
t^f  our  said  lord  the  kins;  of  his  kingdom  of 
IreiauU  were  or  were  uut  well  aficctcd  to  our 
Itid  IniA  the  king  and  his  ^overnmeol  and 
were  or  were  not  fikely  to  join  with  and  as- 
«it  tbe  forces  of  the  said  persons  exercising 
tbo  powers  of  government  in  Franco  md  being 
Onemics  nf'mir  s^iid  lord  tlir  k'l'.iz  ti'"^  aforesaid 
m  case  an  hostile  invasion  of  the  said  king- 
dom of  Ireland  should  be  made  by  them  for 
tbe  prosecution  of  the  said  war  against  our 
?aid  lord  the  kiu^  and  of  sending  and  causing; 
to  be  sent  such  mtclU{(ence  and  infornmliun 


lim 


Ati4  further  to  fulfil  pcffect  and  Vnrig  ta 
effect  bis  most  evil  and  wicked  treason  aod 
treosonkble  compassing  and  inmgiDaiions 
aforesaid  he  the  said  William  Stone  as  sach 
false  traitor  as  aforesaid  durin?  thr  said  wat 
(lo  wit)  on  the  said  first  da^  ul  Match  in  tbo 
thirty-fourth  year  :i foresaid  and  on  dnoit 
other  days  as  well  before  as  after  tha.t  djiy  at 
Old  Ford  afomaid  in  the  countj  of  Middlesex 
aforoMtid  wiib  fiwee  tod  arms  muMmnkfwaA 
traitorously  did  furnish  and  supply  and  _ 
to  be  furnished  and  supplied  anti  aid  and 
sist  in  furnishing  and  supplying  Uie  suid  Wil- 
liam Jackson  with  diver*  iiiiM  of  money  faiib 
of  exchan};e  and  notes  for  payment  of  mxyni^y 
thereby  to  enable  tbe  said  VViliuuii  Jacksoo  to 
fulfil  perform  and  oieeuto  histhe  trnd  WiUiM 
Jackson's  traitorous  purposes  before  n)eo- 
tioned  in  eontempt  of  our  said  lord  tbe  king 
and  bia  laws  to  tbe  evil  eiampla  of  all  others 
in  the  like  case  ofi'ending  contrary  to  the 
duty  of  the  :dl»"/ianre  of  htm  the  said  Wd- 
liaui  blouc  a<r<iins^t  the  form  of  the  statute  m 


to  tbe  eeid  persons  exercising  the  powers  of  |  mebcam  OMUc  and  provided  and  apiaH  tho 

government  in  France  and  bt  ini:  enemies  of 
our  said  kird  the  kmg  as  aforesaid  for  the  aid 
asmtance  direction  lOMlinttriiction  of  fhe  raid 

enemies  of  our  stid  lord  the  king  in  their 
conduct  and  prosecution  of  the  ^atd  war 
against  our  said  lord  the  king  and  did  then 
and  there  maliciously  and  traitorously  aid  and 
assist  the  said  William  Jackson  in  goihg  to 
and  lauding  m  the  said  kingdom  of  Ireland 
Ibr  the  proseeutionperfonnanoeandexeeiition 
of  the  traitorous  purpose  last  mentioned  and 
which  said  William  Jackson  in  pursuance  of 
the  Mud  hat  mentioned  ronspiracy  consulta- 
tion  consent  and  agreement  heretofore  and 
durin^^  the  «tiid  war  (to  wit)  on  the  twenty- 
ti::luli  d  1}  ol  March  in  the  thirty-fourth  year 


peare  of  oqr  said  lord  tbe  Jung  hia  ( 

dignity 

And  the  jQTOfi  aforemid  vfMii  thdlr  eillk 

aforesaid  do  further  prc-f  nt  that  on  the  said 
\  first  day  of  March  in  Uie  thirty-fourth  year 
aforesaid  and  long  before  and  continually  from 
thence  hitiiarto  an  open  and  public  war  «ai 
and  yet  is  prosecuted  and  carried  on  hef,v«-»  n 
our  said  lord  the  kiug  and  the  persons  excr- 
citing  the  powers  of  goireroment  in  Vnmim 
(to  Wit)  at  Old  Ford  aforesaid  in  the  coimty 
of  Middlesex  aforesaid  and  that  tbe  said  WU' 
liam  Stone  well  knowing  tbe  premises  awt 
not  regarding  the  duty  of  his  allegiance  nof 
having  the  fear  of  f-od  in  his  heart  and  being 
moved  and  reduced  Lv  ihc  instigation  of  iho 


afcre^ai  1  did  eo  to  and  land  in  the  kingdom    devil  as  a  ^Ise  tnitor  against  our  said  lord 


of  Ireland  and  did  stay  and  continue  there  for 
a  long  time  (to  wit)  for  the  space  of  one 
flMNiih  for  tba  ywweciitioii  pcslbniMica  and 
execution  of  the  tnHoraui  purpose  iMtmen- 
tloned 

And  further  to  fulfil  perfect  and  bring  to 
alect  his  most  evil  and  wicked  treason  and 
treasonable  compassing  and  imaginations 
atbresaid  he  the  said  William  Stone  as  such 
iabe  treilor  as  afbressid  af^the  said  William 
Jackson  had  iz'  Im  to  anrl  landed  in  the  said 
kingdom  of  Ireland  for  tiie  traitorous  purpose 
last  mentioned  and  wbile  the  said  William 
Jackson  remained  and  continued  io  the  said 
kuifrdom  of  Ireland  for  the  traitorous  f  urpose 
last  mentiMied  and  during  the  said  war  (to 
wit)  on  tlie  fifth  day  of  April  in  the  thirty- 
foLirih  vfnr  nt'dresaid  sodon  divers  oihrr  days 
as  well  betore  as  after  tttat  day  at  Old  Ford 
aAivsaid  in  the  coimtjrof  BliddMseir  aforemid 
with  force  alid  -inns  nialiciously  and  traitor- 
ously did  correspond  with  advise  counsel  aid 
id)et  and  assist  the  s»d  William  Jaekson  in 
and  about  the  prosecutiao'  peifvrroance  and 

eicrtltioD  <tt  tba  ttSiUMiti  pWpoSB  Jsit  ORSI* 

tloned 


the  king  and  wholly  withdrawing  tlic  alV- 
giance  fideUtv  and  obedience  whicb  evetj 
traeand  laSthfkil  sobjeet  of  oar  said  Mtha 
king  should  and  of  right  ought  to  bear  towards 
our  said  lord  the  king  and  contriving  and  with 
all  his  strength  intending  to  aid  and  asaat 
tbe  Mod  persons  eicrcistng  the  powers  of  g»* 
vernment  in  France  and  bring  enemies  of  out 
said  lord  the  king  in  tiic  prosecution  of  tbe 
said  war  against  our  mid  lanl  the  king  tamia* 
fore  and  during  the  said  war  (to  wit)  on  tl)« 
said  brat  da^  of  March  in  tbe  tbirtj-foifflls 
year  albtemid  and  on  divers  other  da^  aa 
well  before  as  afWr  that  day  with  foKC  and 
ftrrn'  :\i  Old  Ford  iiforrsHid  in  the  conntY  of 
Middiesex  aforesaid  niitiiuoubly  aud  traitor- 
ously was  adhering  to  ml  wlog  aod  COB^ 
forting  the  said  persons  exercising  the  powers 
ol  government  in  France  then  being  enenuef 
of  our  said  kwd  the  kinysa  sfewsslaiMi  that 
in  the  prosecution  pctforniruuc  rxecirtiatJ 
oi  his  treason  and  traitorous  adhering  albr#> 
said  be  the  said  William  Slone  as  sueh  fiklm 
traitor  as  aforesaid  during  the  said  war  (to  wiQ 
on  the  s-ik}  fir";t  day  if  March  in  the  th^r*- 
fouilh  ye^ir  ajoresaMi  and  un  divsis  other  d%|S 
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9»  well  before  tt  after  that  Uay  at  OM  Ford 

aforf-said  in  the  county  of  Middlesex  aforesaid 
with  iiM»  pud  arms  maliciousiy  aod  tiaitor- 
0ariy  (Rd  tomi^  emiwit  conaeiil  and  acrw 

with  tfic  '^aid  John  llnrfurd  Slone  Wllliarn 
Jackson  and  divers  other  labc  tmiturs  whose 
pames  are  to  the  said  jurors  unkiiuwn  to  aid 
fad  tpaist  and  to  seduce  persuade  aad  procure 
divfr<s  <tuhierfs  of  our  ^•lid  lord  the  king  to 
aid  and  assisL  Uic  said  pcrsous  eiercising  the 
powers  of  gpveroment  in  France  and  being 
enemies  of  our  said  lord  the  kin^:  as  aforesaid 
Vx  an  bostiile  ioyafioa  of  the  dominions  of  ouf 
tvid  htd  the  Ittif  Mad  m  the  prosecution  of 
Ibe  said  war  against  our  said  lord  the  IcNlg 

And  in  further  prosecution  performance 
^»d  execution  of  his  treason  and  traitorotis 
adhering  aforesaid  he  the  said  William  Stone 
as  «;iirh  hi!'5f>  Irattor  rifi)rr«.a:d  during  the 
aaid  war  (to  wU)  on  the  said  hrstdiiy  of  March 
m  the  tlmty^fearth  year  afbreMid  and  on 
divers  .  tticr  days  as  well  before  as  after  that 
da^-  at  Old  Ford  aforesaid  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex  aforesaid  witli  force  and  arms  mali- 
mtfMfy  aad  liaaloioiisiy  did  conspire  consult 
consent  and  agree  with  the  said  John  Ilurford 
Slooe  WiUiani  Jackson  and  divers  other  false 
Usitots  wboie  namet  are  to  the  said  jarors 
unknown  to  raise  Ie%-v  anrl  make  insurrection 
MbciiioD  and  war  within  ttiis  kingdom  against 
our  said  loid  the  kins  and  to  invite  persuade 
and  procure  the  said  persons  exercising  the 
powers  of  government  in  France  antl  being; 
eneroies  of  our  said  iurd  tiic  king  as  aforesaiii 
ta  invade  this  Icittfidom  with  abipa  and  armed 
men  and  to  pros^nile  and  rarry  on  the  •^-^id 
war  a^nst  our  said  lord  the  king  wuUm  this 
liingdom 

And  in  further  prosecution  performance  and 
execution  of  his  treason  and  traitorous  ad- 
hering aforesaid  he  the  said  WiUiani  8tone  as 
anah  lalie  traitor  as  atbresaid  dariog  the  said 
war  (to  wit)  on  the  said  first  day  of  March  in 
the  thirty>fourth  year  afuresaud  and  on  divers 
other  days  as  well  before  as  after  that  day  at 
Old  Ford  aforesaid  in  the  county  of  Middlesex 
aforesaid  well  knowing  the  said  WilUam  Jack> 
aan  traitoffomly  to  liave  eonw  to  and  laadnl 
in  this  kingdom  for  the  traitorous  purpose  of 
procuring  aod  obtaining  inteUigence  and  in 
I'ormatioa  whetlier  the  au^jects  of  our  saul 
loed  tiia  long  were  or  were  not  wall  afteied 
to  our  said  lord  the  king  and  his  government 
and  were  or  were  not  lively  to  join  with  and 
SMlft  the  fonsea  of  Ifaa  said  persons  exercising 
the  powers  of  ffovemrocnt  in  Fninrp  aiu! 
lieio^  enemies  of  our  said  lord  tiie  king  as 
aftnnyd  in  case  aa  boa^  invaaon  of  this 
kingdom  should  be  made  by  them  tor  llie 

fTosTution  of  the  said  war  against  OTir  said 
urcl  ihc  kio^  and  of  Beading  und  causing  to 
be  sent  soeh  latdl^eoee  and  infonnatiDa  to 
the  said  persons  e'crrri^in?  the  powers  of  go- 
vevnmeat  in  France  and  bem|^  eoeoiies  of 
oar  said  kml  th»  Idngas  aferesaid  for  the  aid 

as^istanre  dirrction  ami  in^trurf ioii   uf  tlie 

wid  cnrmif  0    our  satdiord  the  iung  in  their  i 


condoet  wsA  psosaciitaon  of  the  sdd  war 

against  our  "-r^itl  lord  thr  kin^^  (.Yn]  with  force 
and  arins  maiiciuusiy  aod  traitorously  receive 
aad  ttail  wtlb  Ibo^said  William  Jackson  at 
Old  Fold  l^wesaid  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex aforesaid  for  the  aid  assistance  and  direc- 
tion of  the  said  William  Jackson  in  the  pro* 
secutioo  perfonaance  and  execution  of  his 
traitorous  purpose  last  mentioned  and  flic! 
then  aud  titere  maliciously  and  traitorously 
treat  consult  and  converse  with  and  did  than 
aod  there  maliciously  and  traitorou^^lv  aid 
comfort  abet  and  aaaUl  the  said  Wdliaoi  Jack* 
soo  ia  about  and  eoaeerning  the  proseentioa 
performance  an<l  execution  of  his  the  said 
William  Jackaoo's  tiailoroua  parpoia  last 
mentioned 

And  in  further  proseoatieii  perforniBBOa 

am!  execution  of  his  treason  and  traitorous 
adluiring  aforesaid  be  the  said  Wiilnun  Stone 
as  such  fidse  traitor  aa  aforesaid  dnrinr  the 
said  war  (to  wit)  on  the  said  first  day  of  5rarch 
in  the  thirty- fourth  year  aforesaid  and  on 
divers  other  days  as  well  before  as  after  that 
day  at  Old  Ford  aforesaid  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex  aforesaid  with  force  and  arms  mali- 
ciously an(i  traitorously  did  conspire  consult 
coasent  and  agree  with  the  said  John  HurfonI 
Stonr  Willium  Jackson  and  divers  other 
Ul&e  traitors  whose  oamea  are  to  the  said 
jurors  unkaown  to  eolleet  and  obtain  aad 
cause  to  he  collected  and  obtained  informa- 
tion and  intelligence  within  this  kingdom  and 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland  whether  any  and 
what  part  of  thesabjects  of  our  said  lord  the 
were  disposed  to  aid  and  assist  the  said 
pcr:>on8  exercising  the  powers  of  government 
in  France  aad  faeiag  enemies  of  our  said  lonl 
the  king  as  aforesaid  in  an  hostile  invasion  of 
any  and  what  part  of  this  kini^m  or  of  the 
kingdom  of  Irdsod  for  the  pr«eeotion  of  the 
said  war  against  our  said  lord  the  king  and  to 
communicate  notify  and  reveal  and  cause  to 
be  communicated  uotihed  and  revmled  such 
intelligence  and  infonnatioa  to  the  said  per* 
sons  exercising  the  powers  of  srovernment  in 
France  aod  being  enemies  of  our  said  lord  the 
king  as  aforesaid  for  the  aid  asiistanee  diree- 
tion  and  instruction  of  the  said  rnnnies  of 
our  said  lord  the  king  in  their  conduct  and 
prosecution  of  the  saM  war  against  our  said 
lord  the  king 

,  And  in  turther  prosecution  performance 
and  executiou  ol  his  treason  and  traitorous 
adhering  aforesaid  he  the  said  William  Stone 
1'^  such  false  traitor  as  aforesaid  during  the 
bud  W2t  (to  wiO  on  the  said  hrst  day  of' 
March  in  the  tmrty-foatth  year  aforenid 
and  on  divers  other  days  as  well  before  as 
after  that  day  at  Old  l  ord  aforesaid  in  thf 
county  of  Middlesex  aforesaid  with  turcc  and 
arms  maliciously  and  traitorously  did  tn^iira 
and  c'ujse  to  be  inqvirrd  of  divers  persons  in 
this  kingdom  and  did  collect  and  obtain  and 
cause  to  bo  eoUectsd  and  obtained  from  such 
persons  information  and  inteUigence  whether 
the  sutyccti  of  our  saul  lord  the  king  were  or ' 
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were  not  weF!  affected  to  our  sakl  lord  the 
king  and  bis  government  and  were  or  were 
not  likely  to  join  with  and  assist  the  fbroes  of 
tb«  said  persons  exercuung  the  po«r«n  of  g|i>- 
vemment  in  France  and  beina;  enemies  of 
our  said  lord  the  king  as  aforesaid  in  case  an 
hostile  invasion  should  be  by  thwn  made 
into  this  kingdom  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
said  war  against  our  said  lord  the  king  with 
intent  to  <ioniinumc8le  notify  and  reveal  and 
cause  to  be  cumniuni!  U'  ti  notified  :irnJ  re- 
vealed such  intelligence  and  infortuaUon  to 
the  said  persons  exercising  the  powers  of  go- 
▼ernment  in  Fraoea  and  being  ettemisft  of  our 
said  lord  the  king  as  aforcsud  for  the  aid  as- 
sistance direction  and  instruction  of  the  said 
enemies  of  our  sud  lord  the  king  in  their 
conduct  and  proscctirinn  of  the  said  war 
a^unsl  our  said  lord  the  kine 

And  in  fimher  pfosecuuon  peilbiuHince 
and  execution  of  his  treason  and  traitorous 
adhering  aforesaid  he  the  said  William  Stone 
as  suchtdbe  traitor  as  aforesaid  durinc  the  said 
^ar  (to  wit)  on  the  said  first  day  of  March  in 
the  thirty-fourth  year  aforcsaitl  and  on  divers 
other  days  as  well  before  as  after  that  day  at 
Old  l  ord  aforesaid  in  the  county  of  Middlesex 
aforesaid  with  force  and  arms  maliciously  and 
traitorously  did  obtain  and  in  his  custody  and 
possession  did  keep  divers  letters  notes  memo- 
randums and  instructions  in  writing  contain- 
ing information  and  intelligenre  how  the  sub- 
jects ol  our  said  lord  the  king  were  aflected  to 
our  said  lord  the  king  and  his  government 
and  in  what  manner  the  said  simjects  were 
likely  to  act  in  case  an  hostile  mvasion  of  this 
kingdom  should  be  made  the  forces  of  the 
said  persons  exercising  tlie  powers  of  c;ovf m- 
ment  in  France  and  being  enemies  of  our  said 
lord  the  king  as  aforesaid  for  the  prosecution 
of  the  said  war  against  our  said  lord  the  king 
with  intent  to  communicate  notify  nnd  reven! 
and  cause  to  be  cummuuicated  uuuhcd  and 
revealed  soch  iDtdligence  and  information  to 
the  said  persons  exercising  the  powers  of  go- 
vernment in  France  and  being  enemies  of  our 
said  kwd  tlie  king  u  aforesaid  for  this  aid  as- 
sistance direction  and  instruction  of  the  said 
enemies  of  our  said  lord  the  kin^  in  their  con- 
duct and  prosecution  of  \ht  said  war  against 
our  said  lord  the  kti^ 

And  in  further  prosecution  performance 
and  execution  of  his  treason  and  traitorous 
adhering  aforesaid  he  the  said  William  Stone 
as  such  fai'^L  Iraitor  n<!  aforesaid  during  the 
said  war  (to  wiU  on  the  said  first  da^  of  March 
In  the  thirty^foiirth  year  aforesaid  and  on 
divert  Qihcr  days  as  well  before  as  after  that 
da^  at  Old  Ford  aforesaid  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex  aforesaid  with  force  and  aru^s  mah- 
c|ously  and  traitorously  did  send  and  cause 
and  procure  to  be  sent  from  this  kingdom  to 
be  delivered  m  toreiga  parts  beyond  the  6eas 
dtvm  other  letters  notes  memorandwna  and 
instructions  in  writing  conlair;iinj;  iiiformriiinn 
and  intelligence  how  the  subjects  of  our  said 
m  the  kmg  were  iffedMl  to  oumtidlord  the 


king  and  his  government  and  In  what  marmer 
the  said  subjects  were  Mkely  to  act  in  case  an 
hostile  invasion  of  tliis  kingdom  should  be 
made  by  the  forces  of  the  said  persons  exer- 
cising the  powers  of  government  in  Frsnce 
and  being  enemies  of  our  said  lord  the  iung 
as  aforesaid  for  the  prosecution  of  the  ssdl 
war  against  our  said  lord  the  king  with  intent 
to  communicate  notify  and  reveal  and  cause 
to  be  communicated  notified  and '  reveakd 
such  intelligence  and  information  to  the  said 
persons  exercising  the  powers  of  gpTemmeat 
m  Frence  and  being  enemies  of  our  amd  k»d 
the  king  as  aforesaid  for  the  aid  aasistanoa 
direction  and  instniction  of  the  said  cnetnfes 
of  our  said  lord  the  king  in  their  conduct  and 
prosecution  of  the  Slid  nar  against  <mr  wni 
lord  the  kiniz 

And  iu  further  prosecution  performance 
and  eieeution  of  his  treason  «ra  trallonMs 
adhering  aforesaid  he  the  said  W^illiam  Stone 
as  sneh  false  traitor  as  aforesaid  durin^the  said 
war  (to  wil^  on  the  said  first  day  of  March  in 
the  thirty^fourth  rear  aforesaid  and  on  divers 
otficr  (lavs  :is  well  before  as  after  that  day  at 
Old  Ford  atorcsaid  in  the  county  of  Middlesex 
aforesaid  with  force  and  arms  maliciously  and 
traitorously  did  with  the  said  WilHam  Jackson 
and  divers  other  false  traitors  wh(»e  names 
are  to  the  said  jurora  ttsimown  eooapire  cea- 
sult  consent  and  a|:ree  to  raise  levy  and  make 
insurrection  rehelhon  and  war  against  our  said 
lord  the  kmg  within  his  kingdom  of  Irelainl 
and  to  cause  procure  and  incite  the  aaii 
persons  exercising  the  powers  of  government 
in  France  and  being  enemies  of  our  said  lord 
the  king  as  aforesaid  to'  ihvade  the  kingdom 

of  Trt-^I.im!  with  ships  and  armed  mm  and  to 
carry  on  the  said  war  against  ow  said  lord  the 
king  within  the  kingdom  of  Irdand 
And  in  further  prosecution  performanoe 

I  and  execution  of  bis  treason  and  traitorous 
adhering  aforesaid  he  the  said  William  Stox^e 
as  such  false  traitor  as  aforesaid  during  the 
Mud  war  (to  wit)  on  the  said  first  day  of  March 
in  the  tliirty-iburtb  year  albre*aiU  and  am 
divers  other  days  ta  weH  before  aa  ^ler  tiat 
day  at  Old  Ford  aforesaid  in  the  cuui  I)  of 
Middlesex  aforesaid  with  force  and  arms  ma- 
liciously and  traitorously  did  conspire  comnlt 
consent  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  Wtl. 
liara  Jackson  and  divers  other  fabe  Tr:\iiors 

^  whose  names  are  to  the  said  juior&  u;;k:iowu 
that  he  the  said  William  Jackson  should  go 
to  and  land  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  for  the 
traitorous  purpose  of  procuring  and  ohiaiaing 
intelligence  and  iaforBaation  whether  the  aab* 
jecls  of  our  said  lord  the  king  of  J  i  >  kingd<.\m 
of  Ireland  were  or  were  not  well  aHected  to 
our  said  lord  the  king  and  his  government 
and  were  or  were  not  likely  to  jota  w^  and 
assist  the  forces  of  the  saiu  persons  cxerti^?''? 

(the  powers  of  government  id  France  sumi 
being  enemies  or  our  said  loid  the  king  aa 
.  aforesaid  in  ca^r  an  hostile  invasion  of 
said  kingdom  of  Ireland  should  be  made  1^^ 
them  for  the  piOMctilioo  ef  IIm  mkk  wm 
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and  causing  to  be  sent  such  intelligence  and 
information  to  the  said  persons  e&nrcbing  ibe 
fO¥m  of  govemrnent  in  Ftuw  «id  Mine 

enemies  of  our  said  lofd  the  king  as  aforesaid 
lor  the  aid  assi&tance  direction  and  instruction 
of  the  said  enemies  of  our  said  lo^  the  kin^ 
in  their  conduct  and  prosecution  of  the  said 
war  against  our  said  lord  the  king  and  did 
then  and  there  maUciously  and  traitorously 
mid  and  assist  the  said  William  Jackson  in 

f oing  to  and  landing  in  the  said  ktn^rlum  of 
reiand  for  the  prosecution  performance  and 
ttecution  of  tlie  tmitorons  purpose  last  men* 
tinned  and  which  said  William  Jackson  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  last-mentioned  con- 
npitacy  consultation  consent  and  agreement 
heretofore  and  during  the  said  war  (to  wit)  on 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  March  in  the  thirty- 
fourth  year  atorpsaid  (hd  eo  to  aod  land  ui  the 
Icingdom  of  Ireland  and  did  stay  and  continue 
there  for  a  long  time  (to  wit)  for  the  space  of 
one  month  for  the  prosecution  performance 
and  executioB  of  the  traitoroos  purpose  last 
jnentioned 

And  in  further  prosecution  performance 
lad  eiecution  of  his  treason  and  traitorous 
adhering  aforesaid  he  the  said  William  Stone 
a«  such  false  traitor  aa  aforesaid  after  the  said 
Wilhatn  Jackson  had  gone  to  and  lauded  in 
tbo  said  kingilom  of  Ireland  for  the  traitorous 
^uniose  last  mentioned  and  while  tlir  snid 
WiUiani  Jackson  remained  and  continued  in 
HiO  saki  kingdom  cf  Ireland  for  the  traitorous 
purpose  last  mentioned  and  dnring  the  said 
ewr  (to  wit)  on  the  fifth  day  of  April  in  the 
thirty-fourth  year  aforesaid  and  on  divers  i 
Other  days  as  well  before  as  after  that  day  at 
Old  ForrI  aforesaid  in  the  county  of  Mid<llescx 
aforesaid  with  force  and  arms  maliciously  and 
traitorous] Y  did  correspond  with  advise  eooi^ 
set  aid  ahet  and  assist  the  said  William  Jark- 
aon  in  and  about  the  prosecution  performance 
«Bd  execution  of  the  traitonms  purpose  last 
mentioned 

And  in  further  prosecution  performance 
WOA  eiecution  of  his  treason  and  traitorou? 
adhering  aforesaid  he  the  said  William  Stone 
as  such  false  traitor  as  aforesaid  during  the  said 
war  (to  wit)  on  the  said  first  day  of  March  in 
the  thirty*  NMirth  vear  aforesaid  and  on  divers 
other  day-s  as  well  before  as  after  that  day  at 
Old  Ford  aforesaid  in  the  county  of  Middlesex 
aftresaid  with  Ibrce  and  arms  malickNisly  and 
traitorously  did  furnish  and  supply  and  cause 
to  be  furnished  and  supplied  and  aid  and  assist 
in  furnishing  and  supplying  the  said  WilUam 
Jackson  with  divers  sums  of  mooef  UUs  of 
exchange  and  notes  for  pavtnent  of  money 
thereby  to  enable  the  said  \Viiiiam  Jacluon 
.to  fulfil  perform  and  exeeote  his  the  «ttd  WII* 
]tam  Jackson's  traitorous  purposes  bcforc- 
.mentioned  in  contenwt  of  our  said  lord  the 
king  and  his  laws  to  the  evH  example  of  aJl 
others  in  the  Illce  case  offending  contraty  to 
the  duty  of  the  allegiance  of  him  the  s;iid 
-William  Stone. again&t  the  form  ot  the  sUlute 
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in  SUdi  CMS  made  and  provideit   .  . 
the  peace  of  oiir  Said  loid  the  king  hbcmwn 

and  dignity. 

*rhe  Indictment  was  opened  by  Mr.  Ifood. 

Mr.  Attorney  Gtntrul. — Mmt  il  please  your 
Lordships  ana  gentlemen  of  no  Jury ;  1  am 
called  upon»  in  the  discharge  of  an  extremely 
painful  but  a  necessary  and  important  duty, 
to  state  to  you,  this  day,  the  grounds  upon 
which  a  grand  jwy  of  the  country  liave  called 
upon  Mr.  Stone,  now  standing  at  the  bar,  to 
answer  to  an  accusation  of  the  highest  nature, 
undoubtedly,  that  can  be  stated  in  an  English 
court  aj^ainst  an  Englisli  siihject  Gentle- 
men, we  are  aaaerabled  upon  an  extremely 
solemn  occasion.  However  distressing  it  mi^ 
be  to  me  to  execute  this  duty,  I  feel  lowe  it 
to  the  public  to  endeavour  to  execute  it  with 
firmness.  1  am  sure  that  there  is  no  person, 
wlw  sits  in  this  court  with  a  temper  and  ell^ 
ractcr  that  belongs  to  an  Knglishman,  wbo 
will  not  depart  from  this  court  with  great  sa- 
lisfiictbn,  if,  in  tlie  result  of  this  inauiry,  an 
English  subject,  thus  accused,  shall  enable 
you  (loukiiig  at  this  case  with  a  due  attention 
to  your  duty  to  the  prisoner,  wlwse  honour, 
whose  character,  whose  dearest  interests,  are 
invoIve<l  in  the  deliverance  which  you  are  to 
make  this  day ;  and  with  a  due  attention,  on 
the  other  huid,  te  the  daims  which  your 
country  have  upon  you  to  make  a  true  deli- 
verance between  the  prisoner  and  tiic  coun- 
try) to  say,  upon  your  oaths,  **  Not  guilty," 
and  no  more.  Every  man,  I  am  sure,  will 
go  out  of  this  court  extremely  happv,  if  Mr. 
Stone  is  able  to  clear  himselfftom  the  ebaftga 
now  made  hefoioyou. 

Gentlemen,  upon  the  law  of  this  case, 
speaking  under  the  correction  of  the  wisdom 
which  preskles  hare,  and  addressing  myself 
to  you,  I  have  very  little  tu  say,  because  I 
apprehend  the  law  of  this  case  is  perfectly 
elear.  Mr.  Stone  is  charged  with  two  speciea 
of  hi.;h  treason  iu  thi;,  indictnunt : — with 
compassin;;  the  death  of  the  kins;  and  with 
iidhcring  to  the  enemies  of  the  Icing.  And 
there  are  several  overt  acts  charged,  amount- 
ins;,  I  think,  with  respect  to  each  of  thi«?  spe- 
cies of  treason,  to  eleven ;  the  same  overt  acts 
being  chargui  aa  overt  ads  of  each  of  tiMaa 
species  of  treason. 

Gentlemen,  I  believe  it  will  be  imposai* 
ble,— and  for  that  reason  I  shall  not  trooUe 
you  at  present  at  length  upon  this  part  of  the 
case, — to  dispute,  if  the  facts  stated  in  this 
indictment,  as  overt  acts,  are  proved  to  have 
been  committed  with  the  intention  impated 
in  the  indictment  as  to  each  and  every  of 
these  overt  acts,  that  they  are  overt  acts  of 
that  treason,  to  which  the^  are  made  to  tefarte 
in  the  indictment.  And  it  will  be  for  you  to 
try,  upon  this  occasion,  whether  these  overt 
acttardoMidt  out  M  they  ar«  \M  by  ^ 
ample  and  sufficient  legal  testimony,  which, 
I  tliank  God,  the  law  cf  this  country  has  re- 
fjuired  to  be  eiveu,  to  the  baiufaction  of  azi 
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jBogli^  JMry*  wbeoevef  ha  EngjbbiiMUi 
pti«i|{ed  wUn  «ucb  vfiei^Q^  lis  lUose  vkvih  «re 
put  upon  this  record. 

The  first  species  of  treason,  stated  upoq  the 
reeonl,  is  the  treason  of  compassins  and  i(na- 
«ning  the  de«lli  of  nhft  kit^  whtcfa  i«  4he 
first  species  of  treason  mentioned  in  the  great 
^^itulq  of  S^th  Edward  $rd,  M{K>a  wiuch  th«  ^ 
#hc|le  l^w-of  the  hoA,  with  ^ference  t»  this 
l^ead  of  tr«ttsoii,  h  founded;  -^nd  the  ftcU 
charged  at^ainst  Mr.  Stane  are,  »hat  he  con- 
spired with  a  per&ou  of  tUe  ffao^of  John  Ilur- 
iocq  Stone,  whp  is  4u«  bl«>tb^  and  who  wa# 
resident  in  France  under  very  particular  cir- 
cuutblancee.  which  I  ah^l  ;l\fiv«  occasion  tQ 
f tale  40  fo^  fi reseiMtl J,  wijth  t  person  ojf 
itie  name  of  JacksoD,*  who  was  a  clergyman, 
ffi  Amf i>can— J  mistai^e,  he  wa&  an  Irish- 
piWD — with  respect  to  whon),  I  think «  I  may 
venture  |q  stat«e  to  jou»  thai  it  will  be  proved,  ^ 
to  a  degT6€  of  Hemonslration  that  leaves  not  a 
shadow  of  doubl  as  lu  ilm  tact,  that  the 
Prcnoh-goverfniMmt,  iniendingan  invasion  10 
fhis  country  tow;lrd^  the  close  of  the  year 
^799,  or  rather  the  $pr»pgof  ihQ  ^e)v  179^ 
employed  hfm  toeome  oy«r  into  thif  eou'stry 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  intelligence  how 
Uiis  prf()ected  purpose  of  the  I'rencli  go« 
veraimfot  waB  Ukeiv  to  be  carried  iotn  exe- 
IWtipo  with  effect  here  ;  ajod  ennployed  hiin 
fleo  for  the  purpose  of  Hfiprward*  qtiitling  this 
country  in  order  to  vi9il  Ireland,  tur  the  j^ur^ 
pose  of  enabling  the  French  govcrnnMilt  to 
determine  whether  an  invasion  of  that  coun- 
liy  could  be  made  wijLh  succpss,  With  ^1)^ 
Uro  fenoias,  aod  with  others,  the  prisoper  at 
the  bar  is  charged  with  having  conspired,  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  tlie  enemies  of  the 
kjlqg  io  a  lioatile  invasion  of  tiie  ^Mninioof  of 
vM^ag*  Mid  in  the  Bfoa«culi9»  of  the  war. 

The  next  charj^e,  oy  way  of  overt  act,  in 
this  indiclmen^  is,  that  they  fonspired  to 

krjr  '«w  in  this  counuy»      to  indtt  the 

persons  exercising  the  powers  of  government 
)0  f raifce  to  invade  ihi^  kit^oo),  aod  lo 
fvoaeeute  aad  oarry  oa  tbt  waragiiiiitUiii 
country. 

The  third  is,  that  Mr.  Stone,  knowing  that 
Mr.  Jackson  cauie  over  lo  tlu!>  country  tur  liie 
PUFpo«e  which  I  have  statad  to.yoi),  received 
aim  and  conspired  witii  him  to  cause  intelli- 
gence and  information  to  bo.  procured,  f<^r  Ute 
^rpMt  of'  liiiog  aent  tp  'tlie  peraioqa  eaer- 
cistog  (hafiniers  of  government  in  Franco, 
to  t^  intent  lo  aicK  assist,  and  direct  tbam 
lA  tha  preaeeutioo  m  the  ^nr,  Ypu  will  like- 
wise find,  that  there  a^  several  other  overt 
acts  charged  in  the  indictment,  which  I  will 
DpL  go  through  now*  but  tliey  resolye  theqi- 
ttlfes,  geuerally,  Ulta  this  — that  tlia  piv 
soner,  Mr.  Stone,  entered  into  the  purposes 
ai  iUr.  Jackson,  and  did  all  th^se  acV>  lu  fur- 
tfiawwca  pf  Hm  purpoaaa  of  Mr.  Jackson, 
which  were  to  ciiabh;  hini  to  coramimlcalc  to 

*  Sce^tft^l'lir  Eigli1:(aa»oi),  p.  78aj  of 
UtitVo' 
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ilie  persons  carrying  on  igovoraojiiiC  IK 
France  the  gruui^ds  upon  uhivJt  they  w«re  to 
act,  in  dclerQiining  whether  they  shoui<l  lu- 
vadc  this  kingdom  or  should  invade  IrvU^^ 
or  abbtam  from  doing  tiie  one  or  the  olW.  . 

dentiemeii  of  the  jury ;  havii^  ttfiammf 
statet!  t!i^  indictment  to  you,  and  SuvtQ» 
Slated,  us  general!;)',  my  p«r«>aakiua  tlta)  A 
will  be  impossible,  if  the  evidence,  being  siieb 
as  the  law  requiro,  .-u  tkes  out  the  fitct^hiCI 
these  matters,  charged  as  overt  act*,  «tfe 
dvi?.e  hy  M  r.  Stone,  to  doubt  that  Ihe^'  an 
ckar  overt  acts  of  the  r»«pec^^^  speciea^ 
treason  nKi!!;i  ncd  1:1  ih'-  inalctmrnt; — I  pio*. 

^  ^^^^  ^  circumstance  gf  jyU| 

Cftse,  to  the  extent  ui  which  it  will  be  Maa»> 
sary  for  me  to  state  them,  in  order  that  yo* 
^ay  he  abbs  )io  uoder^tajid  tlte  jtvidenca  -lA 
the  course  apdl^^  in  'wbicb  it  iImII 
fcred  to  you. 

Cputiemen  of  the  jury  ;  I  introduce  thii 
st^Len)ent  witii  uu  observation,  which!  think 
it  my  duty  to  make  for  Mr.  Stone,  nod  witba 
statement  of  a  fact,  which,  in  duty  to  tbt 
country,  I  am  bound  also  to  state  to  jea^ 
vlwtever  the  effect  of  it  may  be.  Theae  two 
circumstances  will  he  cxlrcnif  ly  material  for 
you  to  attend  to,  when  y^u  conic  to  hear  the 
written  evidence  vrbich  will  be  produced  xu. 
the  course  of  this  cause. 

One  of  the  persons  named  in  thia  iodie^ 
mcnt,  with  whom  Mr.  Stone  is  stayed  io  bewt 
con«pired|  yoiiaeeis  his  brotheiv  Mm  wlN 
ford  Slnnc.  A  great  deal  of  rorrcspondende 
between  Mr.  3tone,  who  stands  liere,  and 
John  tturford  Stone,  -^U  be  produced  to  yeik 
Another  of  the  persons  who  is  named  in  the 
indictment  is,  as  I  heAue  stated  to  you.  a 
i^lr.  Jackson.  Centlamen  of  tbe  jury,  yon 
will  be  aaliafied,  beyond  all  dispute,  that  Itfr. 
Jackson  came  over  here  addressed  by  Mr. 
John  liurford  Stone  to  Mr.  William  i>U>Cie, 
wlio  now  stands  bcfoN  you,  iTn^l  nUl  Uk^ 
wise  have  laid  before  you  some  very  impor* 
tant  correspondence  b>etween  Mr.  WUhajA 
Stone,  who  stands  at  Ibe^  «m1  tlpil  llr. 
Jackson,  NVitli  respect  to  the  correspondflOCf 
between  Mr.  W  illiam  Stoqe  and  his  bfotbw. 
John  Uurford  Stone,  it  is  fit  tM  I  sbooU 
state  toyoH  that  it  will  be  proved,  tlwt,  wh«A 
the  government  of  this  country,  in  tbe  di^^ 
charge  of  wliat  they  thought  their  du^  or 
rather  when  one  of  those  who  wm  couefttmi 
in  the  government  of  the  country,  %cnt  hln 
>varrant  for  the  seizure  of  the  papers  oi' 
liam  Stone,  thai  occurred  which  1  |Kipe  -»- 
vays  will  occur  in  cases  of  this  sort,  asj  fir  as 
the  ends  of  public  justice  will  allow  of 
namely,  that  the  warrant  wascxscoied  wti( 
as  onioh  forbearance  in  the  manner  of  dota^ 
it  as  possible.  Mr.  William  Stone  wa<  there- 
fore culled  upon  (to  uvuid  a  general  scuurc  e^ 
his  ])apers)  lo  deliver  up  the  curre^poodoMt 
between  himself  and  Mx,.IaUn  liurford  Store. 
You  will  l>r.ir  of  the  oiauqer  19  wiikh  these 
papers  were  given  up.  It  f$|i|  that  I  if 

tell  you  ttow  thai  Uiqr  wm  -i^fm^ 
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imtljrV  "^tfj  irfpUljl^t  •(Wrtnl  tew  cMCeal* 
taedt;  that  sotfne  weM  found,  I  thmk,  in  the 
«icnitoire  or  bureau  of  Mrs.  Stone;  that 
others  were  found  in  phtoes  that  I  do  not  re- 
ffM«n»tt  pltOMOrtifeMnklnlertl;  that  tH«3r 
were  givenu^ima  roannrr  which i  certainly, 
aliiffds  no  inference  a^nst  the  Gentleman 

is  ovj  duty  to  sUitc  to  yoti,  in  order  that  you 
nav  undentand  the  efiect  of  the  evidence 
hHhi  TMptttl^ttf  aN  Ito  QCMcsponOenctf  ill  ths 
oillMtf  tkkiir  thall  cell^to  you  Mr.  King,  the 
vndev  secrrtafy  of  state,  and  another  person, 
^  wove  this  lac^  viz.  that  Mr.  Stone,  who 
f^lMII-nl  lOkt  tar,  «d»  catted  upon  to  disliver 
«p  the  eorrespondenee  which  had  taken  plurc 
b«tw«ea  him  and  Mr.  Jackson  in  the  names 
«f WiMmh  Boala'aiM)  ThoitMtfbpkins ;  that 
he  denied  that  iM  had  any  such  corrcspon- 
lipnce.  Mr.  iHd||  wili  iDtbrm  jou  what  part 
cfllikt  flocreefonoMofe  wFiievertheless  found 
ftt  Mr>  Stone's  afW  this  transaction  pi^saed, 
^vihkh  I  have  now  l)ccn  slating  to  you;  of 
the  materiaUty  of  it,  it  will  be  for  you  to 


>dge. 

Gen 


gentlemen,  having  staled  these  cimim- 
ataaces,  1  proceed  now  to  mention  tp  you  tliat 
if  Will  appear,  I  think,  ^t  early  in  the  year 
4fif^  Mr.  John  Hurford  Stone,  who  had  a 
<Bpliiimble  eatabiwhnient,  together  with  Mr. 
Mian  Stone  and  others,  at  Old  Ford  in 
thk  countfj  had  gone  abroad  into  France, 
apparently  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
manufactAiraa  in  that  country,  particularly  a 
sal  anunoniae  manufactory,  ny  the  month 
of  February,  1793,  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to 
jHOVa  lolyou  thai  Mr.  John  Hurford  Stone 
iM^twcome,  to  all  iMaiifa  and  purposes,  what 
1  state  to  be  a  domiciled  Frcjicnman,  devoted 

10  the  interests  ol'  the  Vrench,  considering 
liamtelf  as  the  subject  of  France,  considering 
hioisalf  as  aflleeted  aH  the  interests  which 
that  country  had  against  this  country.  Gcn- 
tUmeni  if  he  bad  acquired  that  character, 
tiia>igll  H  might  be  painAiI  imdoubtedlv  for 
a  person  standing;  in  the  relation  in  which 
JUr.  Stone  at  the  bar  stood  in  to  Uwt  centle- 

to  aftilatn,  after  the  warbruke  oii(  from 
all  correspondence  with  him,  yet  unquesli- 
ofiably,  on  the  other  hand,  such  a  correspon- 
dence oaturaily  led  to  a  good  deal  of  danger, 
«fti?H  kacMie  paitepa  more  difhcult  thing 
IImi  the  most  sensible  man  could  well  e:ic< 
imUy  to  have  interests  in  common  with  a 
pci«o«'aluidlag  in  that  rehiUqik  ^  a  country; 
which  was  at  w^r  with  this. 

Vou  wiii  find,  gentlemen,  aa  jou  a)l  know, 
Ibr irk  mirtler  nr  Holbrtety,  thit  a  war  hrokc 
out,  sometime,  I  think,  about  February,  1793, 
between  ^he  countries — at  least  that  then 
there  became  open  war  between  them,  as  it 

11  cdM  /arii.  A  letter  will  be  produced 
•  y*M»  in  which  you  have  John  Hurford 
Itofa'a  <yinlon  with  respect  to  his  own  situa- 
tftm,  and  with  respect  to  his  notions  of  his 
©WD  national  character  at  that  time,  for,  upori 
Hm  M  of  FabniMQr,  1799,  wMUpgovar  W-tm 


brother,  he  stsliea  to  h5h;H-«  Yerterday  we 

declared  War  against  you  in  due  form,  witli 
tlie jgeneral  approbation,  and  general  regret ; 
— Holland  it  is  expected,  will  in  our  power 
in  a  very  short  time,  and  this  will  likely  brinj^ 
it  with  England  to  a  short  concltision."  You' 
will  attend,  when  you  hear  read  in  evidence 
the  substance  <if  another  letter  bjr-and-bv  on 
the  subject  of  Holland,  to  the  inrrrcncc  which 
arises  horn  this  passage  with,  respect  to  Holr 
IlUid,  which  would  aooD  be,  as  he  expresses  it, 
in  roeir  power.  Previous  to  this  2d  of  Fcr 
bmaiy,  1793,  and  subsequent  to  it,  before  the 
33rd  or  November,  1793,  some  correspondence 
exUemelf  miteridl  passed,  which  it  win  be 
mv  duty  to  produce  in  evidence,  but  as  to 
which,  for  the  take  of  making  this  case  intel- 
ligible, t  shall  reserve  troubling  you  with  an 
account  of  it  tiir  nearly  the  crose  of  whal-|f 
h^Lve  the  honour  of  ad(besfting  to  vou. 

Upon  the  «sd  of  November,  ITW.  you  witt 
find  that  tho  French  government  had  adopted 
this  purpose  of  invading  this  country,  and 
upon  that  occasion  Mr.  John  Hurford  Stone, 
bjr  a  Icftler  of  the  %2d  of  November,  lt9^ 
(subsequent  to  which  period  T  am  not  aware 
that  any  communication  whatever  was  made 
to  any  persons,  wbobe  rituatloti  here  was 
such,  as  called  upon  every  subject  of  the 
couutry,  knowing  what  I  am  about  to  state 
to  you,  to  communicate  withthem)  by  a  letter 
of  that  date  under  the  signature  of  John  Hur- 
ford, addressed  to  Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Com- 
pany, Rutland  Place,  Thame»-strect,  Loudon, 
some  of  whom  will  be  called  to  you  to  provd 
that  when  these  foreign  letters  came  thus  ad- 
di:essed,  tbev  were  immediately  carried  to  Mr. 
fllone  udfvmually,  as  behig  meant  for  hidi. 
llie  prisoner's  brother  writes  thus—"  I  have 
reasons,  at  this  distance,  for  wi&hing  th^, 
house  at  Old  Fortl  disposed  of:  if  DOI  bar* 
May,  it  will  be  taken.* 

Upon  the  9th  of  December.  1793,  you  wiM 
find  another  letter^  in  whicn  Mr.  Hurford 
Stone,  addlresaing'  iti^n  in  the  same  manneif 
to  Lawrence  anaCoropany,  for  the  use  of  his 
brother,  says  to  this  eflect-**'  I  have  still  the 
imt  opinion  resnectine  the  praiiicability  aaidl 

Rrofit  of  establisning,  by-and-hy,  such  a  one 
ere,"  (that  is,  such  a  manufactory  as  he  had 
given  it  as  his  adyice,  should  be  disposed  oi 
in  this  country)  but,  as  it  is  likely  the  whole 
face  of  things  will  be  changed,  both  with  you 
and  us,  there  is  no  safety  in  speculation  at 
present.— I  mentioned  to  vou  about  Old  Ford 
iioase ;  were  it  mine,  nnd  you  knew  what  t 
do,  I  should  dispose  of  it  at  the  least  j^ssjbkf 
fats,  and  that  instantly." 

Another  letter  is  written  upon  the  Idth  oi 
December,  1793,  which  first  discloses  that 
project  in  a  small  degree,  in  fhrthcrance  of 
which  Mr.  Jackson  came  oveftp  this  country, 
addressed  to  Mr.  William  Stone,  and  he  sayS 
in  that  to  this  effect—"  1  shall  take  an  oppor- 
tunity shortly  tb  explain  to  you  what  I  meant 
by  the  house  at  Old  Ford."   You  see  the  two 

ftnVkttOT  are  x»tha:  dark  intiauitioas  that  1«« 
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am 


think  wUi  make  anv  farther 
it  unnecessary."   You  will  se 


I  a  knowledge  of  something,  which,  if  his 
brother  in  this  couotrr  knew,  m  would  dispose 
of  the  house  at  Old  Fcnd^  aad  that  instantly, 
as  he  expresses  it  in  his  letter?,  and  then  he 
tells  him  in  tliis,  that  he  should  soon  have  an 
o^>ortunity  of  informing  him  more  distinctly 
what -it  was  that  he  meant. 

Upon  the  26lh  of  December,  1793,  after 
speaking  of  the  operations  of  ir'rance,  as  ope-> 
rations,  which  in  truth  were  ha,  as  well  as 
theirs,  and  speaking  in  this  sort  of  language 
— "  We  are  every  wa^  invincible ;  and  oV  this 
the  takioc  of  Toulon  mVH  serve  you  as  ab 
evidence.  Tor  thousands  of  our  countrymen  pe- 
rishe<I  there;  but  this  is  not  a  hundredth  pari 
of  the  pvii  that  aw^ts  ypu;  the  Vendee  is 
crushed  entirely  hy  tliis  time,  and  troops  are 
cathering  on  tne  coa^t^.  I  wished  you  to 
dispose  of  your  hou^e— you  now  fully  under- 
stand me."  There  is  then  some  sliort^iaDd 
in  the  paper,  which  I  am  not  able  to  read, 
but  takmg  it  at  present  as  blank,  it  will  run 

thus   **  must  take  place.** 

Upon  th£  16th  of  January,  1794,  another 
letter  is  written  by  Mr.  Hurford  Slone  to  his 
brother,  iu  which  he  says  to  this  effect — "  I 
note  what  you  say  about  the  manufaciory, 
and  Old  Ford  house  ;  the  person  alluded  to" 
(whom  you,  geutlemen,  will  find  presently  to 
M  this  Mr.  Jackson)  **  win  explain  all  the 
mystery — you  will  treat  him  with  hui*pitality, 
for  he  IS  verv  much  my  iricnd."  In  another 
|Nirt  of  that  letter,  speaking  about  a  publica- 
tion, which  was  to  be  a  national  publication 
for  France,  aliterary  publication,  he  says  of  that 
also — *'  This  will  be  explained  to  yuu  iu  a  day  •  ther,  attending  to 
or  two  more  fully  by  other  means.'*  Then,  j  proved,  and  all  the 


will  call  upon  you  and  five  you  a  very  Iqs|^. 
detail  of  various  things*' — he  proceeds^— » 
**  Tou  willremvevarioiis  propositions,  which 
you  will  weigh,  and  on  1.  r ;  h,  \  i.  struct 
you  also  what  I  meant  respecting  Uld  Ford 
house;  but  Uie  events  of  the  U&tmoniiiil 

consideTBtionil^ 
see  by-and-by  \iixt 
his  opinion  about  that  is  altered,    lie  pfof 
ceeds,  **  At  least  wo  think  sow  a  thrmsani 
other  imnortant  accounts,  in  which  what  I 
said  on  Old  lord  was  but  a  very  slight  paiUi 
However  I  might  be  intereslea  on  your  ao>- 
count  and  my  own  it  is  hkelj 

will  not  take  place,  but  all  depends  on  the 
Slst,  if  it  should,  you  liad  better  be  m  tovo, 
and  Mrs. 8.  in  the  countiyi  but  allthiad^iii 
pends  so  much  on  circumstance^  tlml  it 
folly  to  speculate.  I  hope  the 
may  be  averted;  ifitbe  not,  I  wUl 
explain  myself.   I  refer  also  to  my 
friend  for  intelligence  respecting  th*  ^  ^ 
noe,"  (that  literary  work  in  which  these  gc»> 
tleraea  were  engaged).    Here  is  a  pasnage,- 
you  see,  in  whu  h  a  hope  is  expressetl,  that  tl 
nught  be  averted;  it  will  be  fur  you  to^udg^ 


by-and-by,  under  the  direction  you 
ccive,  and  attending  to  what  shall  appear,  in 
your  own  mindsy  the  just  iofercupes  trom  aU 
the  facts  of  the  case^  whether  passages  ef  lhi» 

sort,  where  ihcy  occur,  are  not  in^^e^led  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  colour  to  the  pr<u«cl» 
with  the  guilt  of  which  Urn  indictment  charo^ 
Mr.  Stone  at  the  bar;  and  tpjudfs^  mSHmt 

the  direction  that  you  will  receive  here,  whe- 
al! the  cucuui>t4WQea 
infereneea 


in  the  same  letter,  he  refers  to  something  I  all  passages  in  the  whole  ot  the  correspondency 


which  I  am  at  a  loss  to  explain,  but  whicG 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  read  to  you.  He  says, 
"  I  speak  to  you  hesitatingly  about  every  tiling, 
nor  can  I  speak  with  more  assurance,  till  [ 
see  the  event  of  the  31st  instant,"  (that  is  the 
Slst  of  Januaiy)';  I  cannot  convey  you  our 
anxiety,  nor  our  resolve  :  the  events  of  the 
last  montli  will  have  given  totally  a  new  turn, 
and  it  presepts  to  my  mind  the  most  pleasing 

{>rospects,  not  only  for  my  own  interest,  but 
or  that  of  mankind :  the  events  of  the  buc- 
ceedipg  month  will  he  more  astonislung  to 
you,  and  in  the  same  way,  than  the  bst  " 

Gentlemen,  upon  the  17th  of  Januaiy  there 
is  a  more  direct  communication  of  the  pur- 
poiesj  with  which  this  ga^tieman,  the  clergy- 
man, Mr.  Jackson,  came  into  this  country, 
whom  I  first  mentioned  as  an  American,  fur- 
getting  that  he  was  an  Irishman,  being  led 
to  treat  him  as  an  American,  by  a  passage 
which  is  in  this  letter.  Upon  the  17  th  of 
January  be  says  to  this  piuport^  I  have 
written  to  you  by  :i  g<  ntkiuin,  an  American, 
who  will  call  on  you,  and  give  you  a  very 
long  detail  of  variou',  things."  You  will  find 
afteiwards  that  Mr.  Stone,  in  all  the  conver- 
eations,  which  it  will  be  my  duty  to  open  to 
you,  represented  Mr.  Jackson,  naming  hmi 
toM  raAmeriaiL  After  the  wocdi^*^  Who 


to  be  laid  before  you,  any  colour  can  be  giveo. 
to  fender  the  acts  done  by  this  gentleman^* 
and  stated  in  this  indictment,  to  have  been 
done  by  him,  innocent  acts,  not  referal^  la 
the  intention  charged  upon  this  indictmenU 

Upon  the  24lh  of  January,  1794,  a  lellcc 
appears  to  have  been  addressed  by  John  LIur« 
ford  Stone,  under  the  name  of  ~ 
Beresford,  (a  name,  which  I  mns 
particular  recollection  of  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  case,  because  you  will  see 
what  manner  the  intelligence  fioai  tUa  < 
try  was  communicated  by  means  of  tiiat  i 
this  letter,  iu  the  hand- writing  of  John  Hui^ 
ford  Stone,  appears  to  have  b^n  addraased  la 
Messrs.  Lawrence  aod  Company,  in  af^udLb* 
acknowledges  the  receipt  of  various  letten^ 
and  desires  his  brother  to  address  tltem  in  lis* 
ture  to  a  placa  at  tifffi,  stating  thai  hoMlt 
them  a  day  sooner.  Triere  is  a  passage  in  Ulii 
to  this  effect,  ader  stating  certain  lfamB» 
tiotts;  «A1I  this 3roo  will  M nMmitM 
my  letter  to  our  philosophical  frieno,  if  it  W 
received.  I  have  written  to  you  two  letlcsibV 
an  American  friend,  to  whom  1  **Tr  11111 1> 
letter  of  credit  ott  yon  (or  whitNMMlp 
may  want;  having  received  here,  atti 
ranged  the  mode  of  receivii]^  w. 
may  pi^  hioi;  ypi  will "  '  ' 
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MMNiiil  Id  leium.  T  have  recommepded  him 
to  you  as  a  jMrson  with  whom  he  will  have 
much  business  to  transact  "  What  that  bu- 
wiMSs  was  must  he  euiained  to  you  oq  the 
part  of  Mr.  Wniiam  Stone;  **  he  will  have 
much  business  to  trnnsart  of  Various  kinds; 
aod  with  a  retereoce  tu  thi^"  (that  is,  to  the 
—oh  bmkmi  irlueh  ho  bad  to  trmtaet  of 
various  kinds;  though,  if  I  am  rightly  in- 
structed, Mr.  WilHmm  Stone  will  ncit  be  ahl<> 
to  prove  that  this  person,  with  whom  he  had 
|M>  much  business  to  tnnsact,  was  ever  pre- 
sent with  hini  in  the  presence  of  a  third  pcr- 
son  upon  any  transacUoQ  whatever  of  busi- 
peis)  «*  aad  wifh  » r ofctenco  to  thit,  I  am  re- 
joiced that  you  are  getting  disembanassed  of 
^our  present  eagngemeiits  go  far  as  you  re- 
late.  I  tiuil  yoa  will  ind  your  ftiliin  ono 
incomparably  much  more  worth  your  atten- 
tion. I  enter  into  no  detail  in  my  letters,  but 
leave  himself  to  explain  Uie  busincsi^.''  In 
aoMher  part  of  this  letter  he  states  to  this 
purport ;  "  I  wish  oothini^  decisive  to  be  done 
till  about  the  middle  of  next  month,  bv  which 
time  jM  will  he  able  to  know  more  emetually 
how  to  act."  In  another  part  he  says,  "  I  no- 
tice what  you  say  about  Whitbread's  appli- 
.^iMio^  it  »  well,  but  I  hope,  as  I  have  aoove 
said,  that  you  will  have  business  infinitely 
more  worth  your  consideration  :  if  voti  have 
^  partner,  mud  teu  or  twelve  thousand  pounds, 
aa  I  h<^  by  what  you  tdlmo,  you  will  be 
loft  more  i^t  leisure  to  attend  to  my  friend's 
pvopostiions.  You  will  be  surprised  in  read- 
ing m  V  latter  letters,  to  «ee  how  I  waver  on 
ihe  suojoct  of  tlie  House"  (that  seems  to  me 
to  be  the  house  at  Old  Furd).  "  I  do  not  think 
.tfttt  ail  iMt  preparation  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary ;  the  immense  destruction,  lately  under- 

fme,  must  give  a  new  chanf!;e  ;  but,  so  far  as 
am  concerned,  pray  do  nut  dispose  of  my 
yfetores  to  such  m  Goth  as  J.  Cooke.  Do  you 
know  that  some  nf  ilicni  are  beyond  any 
pcke;  for  instance,  the  twelve  small  ones  are 
4fl|Mmilt  of  Teaiers.  I  b«ve  the  plates  here 
of  the  very  pictures,  and  the  others  are  almost 
tU  on^ioals.  If  you  wish  to  get  rid  of  the 
Iwaae,  it  it  wry  well ;  if  not,  stop  a  little  till 
^rou  see  my  friend."  Then  he  says,  and  that 
IS  a  circumstance  that  of  itself  woidd  prove 
hi*  national  character  undoubtedly  for  the 
ytapotoef  cMlttcattng  his  property,  and  most 
^her  fMirpces  in  a  question  of  peace  nnd  war. 
•  A  man,  who  has  established  three  diiiereut 
toMiwfactories  in  a  comitry.  hat  «  T%bt  to 
some  consiclemtion  t  Thank  God,  I  enjoy 
mote  than  rov  share."  And  then,  at  the 
hiok  of  that  lelter  is  written  these  words; 
addressed  from  a  British  subject,  resident  in 
Pari",  to  a  suVject  resident  in  Fnt^land,  and 
speaking  *U  lirttiah  ships,  "  We  have  uken 
fif^ecD  mm^hanimett*  attdthe  new  is,  that 
•re  hiivn  taken  fifty-two  more.'' 
'  Gcntlemeo,  upon  tfao  I4th  of  Febniaiy, 
if  94,  there  to  enoiher  letter  from  HurTonl 
cfone,  signed  Jofm  llurford,  directed  in  the 
saaaaiwiiMicsryAawhicUhe  wiys(aiiditiiiig» 


ccssary  to  beg  your  attention  to  this,  with  re> 
fercnce  to  a  fact  that  I  am  to  state  b^<«ul-lqr) 
in  which  he  says,  he  had  removed  his  account 
to  the  House  of  Jean  Louis  Bourcard  at  Basle ; 
that  Mr.  B.  Beresford  was  their  resident  there; 
that,  as  biisinesf'  called  him  into  various  parts 
ot  Switzerland,  letters  might  be  forwarded  to 
fieresfoid,  at  the  house  oTBotteard:  aodtimi' 
he  mentions  two  bills  that  Beresford  had 
drawn  upon  William  Stone,  and  mentions  an- 
other circumstance,  vis.  "  that  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  |>ouivas  bad  not  been  received 
by  the  Osiend  Diligence."  What  that  relates 
to  It  is  irapos&iblefor  me  to  explain,  but  in  this 
letter  (and  this  will  deserve  your  attention), 
it  is  stated  also  thus,  **  Mr.  B.  has  made  pay- 
able at  your  house,  in  case  of  need,  three 
htradredpouads,  one  hanker  etDobHn;  and 
sevent^five  pounds  on  a  house  in  London. 
There  is  no  doubt  of  their  being  honoured ; 
biit,  it  any  difhcully  aiiuuid  arise,  he  holds  the 
full  property  in  American  bills  on  AaiatefdaiP» 
which  shall  be  forwarded  instantly  to^ou  ;  if 
there  IS  any  demur,  you  wUi  nut  iufier  them 
to  go  badt." 

Gentlemen,  you  will  hc.ir  of  the  bills  upon 
Dubli  n  in  another  part  of  the  evidence,  which 
will  be  produced  to  you. 

Upon  the  16th  of  February,  1704,  you  will - 
fiiid  another  letter  from  Mr.  llurford  Stone, 
addressed  likewise  to  the  house  oi  Lawrence 
and  Company-,  but  for  the  use  of  WUlfaim 
Stone,  in  wmch  he  says  this,  "  In  answer  to 
the  last,  after  thanking  you  for  your  trouble, 
woiiki  wiih'ever^  thing  to  renam  ia  itmlu  quo, 
as  I  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  dispose  of 
any  part ;  first  on  account  of  Mrs.  S.  to  whom 
most  of  these  objects  are  precious,  though 
otherwise  of  no  value ;  ana  neit,  the  rest 
will  be  of  much  greater  service  to  me  here  ; 
that  is,  the  linen,  &c.  than  what  could  be  ||ot 
fbr  them,"  He  speaks  ^ain  upon  the  pic- 
tures, nnd  sDvs,  "in  saying  this  I  have  not 
much  changed  my  senUments  as  to  the  mo- 
tives, wliieh  led  vou  to  take  this  tteuble;  the 
thing  is  as  fixed  now  as  it  was  then;  but 
circumstances  may  change,  and  render  it 
unnecessary."  Now  I  would  beg  your  parti- 
cular attention  to  this  passage,  because  if  the 
matter  described  here  under  the  words  "  the 
thing,"  Acc.  mean  Uie invauon ;  and  that  that 
is  as  fixed,  en  now,  as  it  was  then  ;  and  that 
circumstances  relative  to  invasion  might 
change,  and  render  it  unnecessary,  then  I 
think  yuu  wUI  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  the 
Mibsequent  part  of  the  letter  points  in  fact  to 
that  information,  whic  h  wa<^  to  be  gained  by 
this  Americau  li  icud,  its  constituting  one  ot 
the  circutnslanccs,  in  consequence  of  which 
that  change  mi^hl  lake  place  in  that  project, 
wluch  IS  represented  m  this  letter  to  be  filed. 
The  letter  Droceeds,  **  I  refer  yea  to  my  Ameo< 
ricAii  friend,  and  the  Ictttrs  which  he  carrier 
you,  lor  all  that  I  should  otherwise  write  on 
that  head."  Now  what  was  the  head,  upon 
which  Mr.  John  Hurford  woidd  otherwise 
hMvfitteo,  and  with  vefiBisiioe  to  which  he 
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refers  Mr.  WiUam  Stone  to  this  Aaierican 
friend,  eonnectrd  with  that  thin^r,  which  in 
thb  letter  ii<>  saul  to  be  as  fixed  now  as  ever  it 
was,  but  which  might  change  in  cociwqiieoce 
of  circumstance  ^  It  ou^ot  undoultcilly  to 
be  ia  the  power  o^  Mr.  Wiiliam  btuae,  tue»« 
pkinthis,  whm  Im  aiplMH  ta  yon  aha 
▼aiious  businesses,  relative  to  which  a  former 
letter  haa  staled  to  yeu,  that  thb  American 
gontloDaii  was  adifavssed  to  Mr.  William 
Stone.  The  letter  jprqweda,  but  not  recol- 
lecting that  his  businc»  would  take  him  so 
great  a  round,  or  ratlier  not  knowing  it  tiU 
•Hoi  htodtDarture,  I  have  delayed  wriUag  by 
the  poet,  which  will  have  orrasioned  you,  I 
fear,  some  uneaaiDcss.**  Then,  in  aootber 
part^rintlettar,  ha  steteathu,  «lftliaplan 
you  are  to  be  consuhed  on,  takca  place,  you 
will  see  the  necessity  of  discmbarrassinf;; 
yourself  more.  1  enter  iaio  no  particulars,  a^ 
ymy/U^  icneivo  oAcrwiae  inch  amf^  inior- 
loatioa.'— But  you  do  wrong  to  be  anxious,  as* 
il  Wfi^  Qoi  take,  ^ugh  it  appears  absolutely 
nMMMMy.  CoiaiieicM  fchemee,  liha  othwa, 
are  sometimes  visionary:  Jirrr  however  there 
it  woki  frouod.  You  are  nmtakiea  if  yeu 
thinlt  I  waaohanged  aiy  opiaioa  raamcting^ 
the  propriety  of  Icavine  the  boui^e.  I  have 
only  suap^aded  it.  Judge  yourself  from  wltat 
VQMhaar.  I  only  observe  that  the  plan  ijt  not 
mA.  MMk^  and,  if  it  be  put  intu  executiun, 
your  poaition  there,"  that  is  (as  I  construe  it) 
ui  GogUod  2    will  certainly  he  a  verji  losb^ 


hiaMf  wcea  die  huaiaeaae^  of  Uae^  the  Ame. 

rican.  Yonr  attention  will  be  given  to  tiiia 
expreaoon ;  **  jrou  will  have  sl-co  hiia  by  ihie 
time,  and  wift  ha«»  Accangcd  Aie  aftiia 

with  him." 

GenllcaBei^  these  letlaffMAiaDg  preceded  cha 
arrlwd  oTMi.  Jaefcioa  k  Hhia  eomirv,'  I  tdn 
them  to  b«  extremely  important  to  be  staliA 
to  you ;  because  tlwre  can  be  no  dispitte  «i^ 
roe,  I  apprehead  ufon  thia,  that,  when  Mr. 
Stone  had  tcceiscd  thcaalfllMt,  ha  had  le* 
ceived  intimations  of  the  wraoses  and  evente 
w'itb  reference  to  which  tMS  ui&lt  dergyraei^ 
represented  aa  a»  Anuricatt  gontleman,  aaiM 
into  this  country",  which  umsl,  of  necessitr, 
aive  a  rhiraeter  to  (lie  aeaouatioof  aaA  XXM»n 
MtiaM  of  Ifc.  WflUhHB  aioiia  widt  this  peani^ 
whilst  he  was  in  London ;  and  tliat  it  wiUla 
impossible  for  Mr.  Wiilian  Stone,  after  thi% 
to  msial  (much  more  impostible  when  I  hav« 
stated  to  you  uiher  correspondence  in  tta 
close  of  this  bu^^iness)  that  he  could  have  a 
doubt  that  Jackson  came  hera  for  the  purpiosa 
of  leaening  the  state  of  this  couotni,  wiib  la* 
spect  to  the  probability  of  ^uccessfuilj  invad- 
ing it,  and  Sut  the  purposa  of  comiiMiakaliM 
iafaBigtma«^ntMit»Fk«m  ani  I  triM 
it  that  the  conchiaiqo  imputed  by  the  record 
follows  clearly  in  law, — if  he  assisted  /acksoo 
witii  this  inteUigence,  when  he  could  not  bus 
kuoaithaft  AwksoB  came  to  this  eoualryfcv 
the  purpose  of  acquhring  it,  in  order  to  make 
thai  comnuiBicatiun  to  Vniice^l  conoeiTa 


You  will  allow  me  here,  when  thi>4  language 
relative  to  commercial  schemes  first  occurs, 
to  stale  to  yuu  that  yeu  will  find,  by-and-by, 
that  each  of  these  lalters  (which  you  can  have 
no  doubt  at  all,  upon  reading  them  all  through- 
out, have  a  clear  relation  to  the  state  of  the 
QQveantM  of  belaud  and  of  England,  as 
being  or  not  being  that  state,  which  afforded 
VlinyiUtiaa  la  Ihe  aaiemies.of  thiaoouotrv 
1»  hivade  Ibaaaear  tbaolhei),  bealenlatad 
to  describe  England  and  Ireland  under  the 
obaraqter  of  (KMnmerfiial  houses,  dealing  in 
Ibeq  drapery  goods  and  manufactures,  and 
mdar  other  phrases  and  expressions,  the  pur- 
pose crf'using  which  character  and  expressions 
waa»  to  give  a  colour  in  each  letter  to  this  bu* 
tnmn,  whioh  ndighl  aoaka  each  uoiatalligible 
in  case  it  fell  into  bands,  into  which  it  ma  not 
iPMQfethaitI  should  come. 

IB  taother  latter,  dated  the  4th  of  March, 
If  fll»  jroit  will  find  again  that  the  change  of 
lha  awlresa  is  mentioned  from  Aix  la  Cha- 
paBa,  tu  the  house  of  Jean  Louis  Bourcard,  at 
Basle,  instead  of  liaga;  wmi  then  it  states 
that  Bcresford  was  resident  in  Switaerland. 


In  thatloUer  ha  aay^  « I  told  you  also  in  my 
lcMii^>iiat  I  hadwoendlattiaaftafntiia 

American,  who  wm  then  going  to  London : 
Mu  will  have  seen  him  by  this  tmio."  In  the 
laiBiaf  lattar  it  is  stated,  that  be  had  various 
Uisinr^taa  tp  ami^e  with  Mr.8lonay  in  Lon- 
don :  you  will  find  by  this  letter,  that  the  bu- 
siucsaes  which Jdc.btoofi  wma4o  ^raaga  with 


but  it  will  be  for  my  lord  to  state  a 
better  opinion  upon  that  thaa  I  Ga»  hope  ti 
ofler  to  you. 

GentUsmen,  Mr.  Jackson  arrived  at  Qiril 
from  Hamburgh  upon  the  9dlh  of  F^raary, 
1Z94;  he  came  imm^iatcly  u|»  to  Londeii^ 
asid  I  shaU  conotet  nostdeoiaivalljrlhapn* 
soncr,  William  Stone,  with  the  person  whosa 
iiaaie  is  upon  the  address  he  left  at  UuU  la 
huDMlf aillfr.Cokayne't.  WhaalMBlim 
the  name  of  this  person,  I  shall  troviMc  yen 
with  an  observation  upon  it,  with  re^eaca 
to  tbu  case,  which  appears  to  me  of  imporw 
lance.  Bir.  Jaahtaa  left  «Mi' the  master  of 
the  vessel,  or  some  other  person  at  Hull,  wha 
will  bo  called  to  prove  the  tact  lo  vou,  ais 
addreaa  to  hhaaalf  !■  thaiawords-^.«<  Eo^htm 
a  letter  to  nic  tlnis-'-For  Mr.  Jackson,  Joha 
Cokayne,  eso,  iAron's  laa,  near  Teiapia  har» 
LDadaB."  ik  Sa  CMma  af  tMa  cww  liar 
Mr.  Cokayne  will  ha  called  to  you.  You  will 
perhaps  be  told  that  he  was  employed  tor  th« 
purpose  of  watching  the  actions  ot  Mr.  Jack- 
aoo ;  and  upon  that  much  iroputxlion  Mfl 
perhaps  be  attempted  to  be  made  with  r^ 
spect  tu  Mr.  CokaVne's  evidence.  If  it  goes 
ta  this  aHaot  i^b  Ihir.— I  Baaa  tbat  iha  evi- 
dence of  persons  standing  in  the  situation  in 
which  Mr.  Cokayne  stoo<  is  to  be  repemd 
with  great  jealuusy ;  and  tnl'it^  tha  dnlgrof 
the  court  and  the  jury,— I  pretune  lo  stale 
that  under  my  lortl's  direction, — to  g»«;ifd  the 
pnsooer  witi)  respect  to  the  eficct  of  iho  te»- 
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ttmwy  bf  •  mm  steading  In  ftbe^tMfttion  in 

which  Mr,  Cokaym;  will  be  proved  to  you  to 
k|iv«  stuud  u\  this  business.   But,  geatiemen, 

1  tk^K  I  shall  not  hear  it  permitted  by  this 
ccmrt  of  justice  that  ofcsftrratiou  should  be 
cMfied  iarther  thap  Ibis.  If  the  evidence  of 
n?,  Cokme  i»  doeMvely  and  dttark^  sai 
beyond  all  contradiction  conftrmed,  I  hope  I 
nAuttl  Dpt  hear  it  permitted  by  this  court  to  be 
^^ed  th$t  tK>  CTMit  ought  to  be  givett  in  a 
court  of  justice  to  a  inaa  whose  testjcnonqr  i« 
consi«»tcnt,  credible,  confirmed,  aad  nude  in- 
dubiUibiy  sttrong  by  the  Mrritten  evidence  j)B 
>be  cause,  because  thai  man  stood  in  aaA  a 
ailuation  as  Mr.  Cokayne  did.  Such  a  person 
1$  Dot  to  be  Insated  inipropechr  in  a  court 
pifot^i  bor  are  i  jury  UlM  4lftm  W* 
dressed  with  any  hope  that  auch  an  address 
fbould  succeed,  upon  the  principle  tiiat  no 
Cfedit  bhould  be  given  to  such  a  teslimony. 
The  evidence  of  such  a  peniou  dhould  be 
watched  with  an  estrcmr  and  an  anxious  jen- 
lomy  I  do  admit ;  and,  owing  a  dut^  undoubt- 
^ly  to  the  prisoner  here  as  well  w  lo  ilM 
public,  I  join  #ith  those  ^vho  <aU  Upon  you  to  I 
examiae  tht  evidence  of  that  person  wub 
gMit  jealonsjir  -mi  pmM  lilleitifiiif  but  I 
aay  also  that  it  is  due  to  jui^tire  and  to  the 
f  itness,  that  the  true  effect  of  'bis  evMlenoe 
ahould  be  given  to  it  by  the  jury. 

Mr.  Jackson  having  come  into  this  coun- 
try, it  will  be  clear  to  yoti,  beyond  all  doubt, 
npon  the  evidence  wluch  I  am  goin^  to  stale, 
that  his  comnMliioatiolls  in  this  eomti^p  weie 
with  Mr.  Stone,  now  &t  the  bar. 

t'^ntlemen,  I  may  iiave  occaiion,  in  the 
CMilt  of  thfa  eause,  to  atate  to  jfoQ  a  rabeda 
for  the  absence  of  some  witaeseetj  wbate  ab- 
sence, though  I  feci  that  their  testimony 
Buight  be  material  to  the  justice  of  the  coun- 
Uft  I  hawo  not,  iipo«  llie  wbi»le,  tfaMnht  lo 
be  a  atifficieol  cause,  considering  the  atten- 
tion due  to  the  prisoner well  as  Uie  coun- 
try, ibc  poatpontog  this  M.  You  wBI  Snd, 
that  whifbt  Mr.  Jackson  was  in  this  country, 
wa»  not  seen  by  any  body,  as  far  as  I  can 
loaro,  OMOpI  Mr:  Gokayne,  •wha  will  be 
called  to  you^  and  aMapt  Mr.  Stone,  wboia 
it  is  clear  he  did  see.  Mr.  Stone  martte  severtil 
applications  to  a  gicat  many  iadividuab  ai 
l&iscoaatigF,  lor  tlia:pirt|Mte  of  IsaDwing  their 
opinions  with  respect  to  llie  probability  of 
auccese  if  there  was  an  iavasiou  ol  this  couo* 
4iy.  And  hoi%,  gmtleraen.  you  will  allow 
nc  to  say,  that  aninngst  those  whose  names 

2  liave  ,te  mention  in  this  cau&e,  there  are 
•ona  Ibr  whom,  undoubledly,  I  have  ttiat 
respect  which  mea  of  this  country  in  general 
iiave;  there  are  some  for  whom,  personally, 

•  1  have  a  very  great  regard ;  but  I  ^nll  not  di»- 
gpiiaa  taihwpbca,  that  I  think  the  diseralioa 
of  soma  af  then  naa  aaryfM,  and  I  aay  no 
laiore. 

'GaotJenMa,  I  «ltfiik«iyieir«aiMed  to  state 

to  you  (making  it  evidence  by  what  I  shall  re- 
|>res«ni  to  you  presently)  that  applications 
m:«  iitad«  tg  leTcndiKfai^iis  by  Mr.  Stone; 


(br  what  potpos^  'whether  with  an  ajfOBliaa 

on  his  part— (for  tliete  might  be  ao  inieBtion 
on  his  part  very  (hflenetii  Ironi  the  intentions 
of  these  to  whnm  faaappked)*^helher^lMs 
an  intention  on  his  part  to  benefit  tliis  cotm- 
u;y,  or  looaaUe  Air.iaekson  lo  benetU  that 
toantcy  "IreA  wUtah  Ma.  WiMafaHtaMlcaMf 
he  curnD,  with  reference  to  this  subject  of  an 
invasion,  you  will  judg^ :  but  ^ou  wtii  hod 
Chat  he  applied  to  a  gentleman  ot  the  name  ot 
V'oa^n,  a  very  considerable  mekchaat  in 
the  city,  who  is  now  absent;  wad  the  endea- 
vours, ou  the  part  of  the  proeeetitioa,  to  bring 
Jlii  Vaughan  hereae  a  Wrtnesa,  may  bo  {ivni 
to  you  in  evidence.  The  result  of  his  cotn- 
mumcationa  with  Mr.  Sloao  are  capabla  of 
being  <iven  im  vMmm,  iritbaulfaiimill^ 
callinshim ;  and  Mr.  Vaughan  entered  so  mt 
ioio  tne  consideration  of  tliis  subject,  as  to 
put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  William  Stone  a 
faper»  wbioh  T  iimlr mill  wm  fumi  'whou 
a  seiture  of  his  papers  was  made,  which  i 
shall  state  to  yo«i  presently,  and  which  piper 
gmi  wiU  tea  »  in  pott  the  mtoA^^tk  lit 
Home  other  papers  sent  abroa^  wUdllahatt 
also  state  lo  you  presently.  . 

Oeadaites  yon  «iU  lUDewiia  ifiad  that  ha 
conversed  with  anotlMlrtai^aotahtegeaUeman, 
of  the  name  of  Smith,  Mr.  WiUiart  Smith, 
who  will  be  called  to  you.  Mr.  William 
Smith  put  into  hia  hands  also  a. paper,  wliioh 
will  be  read  to  you,  and  which  you  will  like- 
wise see  served  as  part  of  liic  ground>wark  of 
thdse  pipers  ihat  wMe  8^  alaetld.  Ton 
will  hear  from  Mr.  Smith  what  he  has  to 
state  lo  von  of  the  manner  in  which  the  com- 
aliimeaaaB  was  made  to  him  and  by  him.  I 
shall  not  prejudice  the  effect  of  that  evsdflM 
by  saying  any  thing  at  jpresent  upon  it. 

You  will  likewise  nnd  that  opphcations 
were  made,  I  think,  to  Mr.  SheridBn4  < 
think,  to  my  lord  Lauderdale;  and  to  a  gett- 
tieman  of  the  name  of  WUsoai  Yoa  wiAl 
hear  ihoeo  who  ave  odleA  etate  ia  yoift  lha  » 
presentations  which  Mr.  Stone  liimoeif  nadfc 
to  them.  If  I  am  vight^jr  instructed,  and  ! 
ihmk  I  cannot  bo  crrooeoasly  inslnioted, 
considering  the  source  of  ray  linatanotieos,  ll 
will  be  stated  to  yoii.  that  to  some  of  these 
gentlemen  this  Americuii  was  stated  as  a  pep- 
soli  who'bad  leaM  aoftof  authority  to  oMka 
a  treaty  fur  peatc,  or  to  converse  with  respect 
to  a  treaty  for  peace ;  lo  others  of  them  il  wil| 
alaled,  theft  this  centletiian  ba4  Icam  §Bom 
Mr.  John  liurford  .Stone,  tliat  he  had  beett 
representing  to  tlte  persons  in  power  in  France 
with  whom  I  shall  show  you  presently  he 
lad  a  very  strong  and  powerful  interest)  the 
improbability  of  an  invasion  uilo  this  coimtjy 
bdng  attended  with  any  suocees;  that  Mr. 
Stoae  in  France  had  iherefiMe  becaBa<al^ 
noxious  to  the  ruling  powers  in  the  govcni- 
AVAt;  and  that  it  might  be  of  very  aaeal 
aae  lo  his-broihar,  iFrepreeeatsliQnt  odiua  bto 
sent  from  this  country  from  persons  of  weight 
and  consequence,  which  wodld  confirm  those 
repccaentalioos  wliich  Uis  bcotUcr  bad  been 
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so  making  in  France  of  the  gcnciutdtipott* 
.Uont  of  ibe  people  of  this  couulry. 
'  Ocfidcmeu,  yoo  wiU  find,  and  it  Is  my 
idu^  to  the  public  to  cah  these  gentlemen  to 
prove  that  fact,  that  they,  one  and  all  ot  1 
them,  intimated  (as  soon  as  it  was  stated  by 
Mr.  Sberiden)  the  impro|me^ of  having  any 
conversation  with  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Jack- 
lOBy  who  had  come  from  France  under  sucti 
drqimttaneet  m  wnv  represeoted,  though 
iifioambiy  tepmeated;  yon  will  find  that 
-tliey,  one  and  all  of  them,  joined  in  tliis  sen- 
timent, which  one  shoiUd  have  thuuglit  no 
dbcreet  pMKdi  could  have  failed  for  a 
ment  to  iiave  suggested  to  his  own  mind,  viz. 
that,  if  this  subject  of  an  invasion  was  men> 
tinned,  and  which  you  see  had  been  men- 
tioned in  these  letters  of  Hurford  Stone  from 
itbe  SSod  of  November,  17 OS,  it  was  the  dutj 
jof  Mr.  Stone  (who,  I  again  ttate  to  you,  at 
far  as  I  can  learn,  made  no  communication  to 
government  subsequent  to  the  '22nd  of  No- 
vember, 1793,  nor  for  a  long  period  before 
it)  to  alate  to  Mr.  Dundas,*  who  was  then 
the  secretary  of  state,  the  information  which 
was  so  received,  and  to  wash  his  own  hands 
«f  it  I  recollect  also,  that  two  other  sentle- 
nien,  Mr.  Towgood  and  Mr.  Rogers,  whom  I 
take  to  be  friends  of  Mr.  Stone,  jomed  in  the 
xeprflMntalioa  I  have  tilled  with  resoect  to 
the  imprudence  and  impropriety  of  nulding 
such  convcrsauoQ  at  thia^  excepting  to  that 
one  person. 

'  Gentloraen,  af^cr  this  bad  pMied,  seeing, 
as  Mr.  WiUiam  Stone  must  have  seen,  what 
-was  the  purpose  of  the  enemies  of  this  coun- 
try ;  and  teeing,  at  ho  mutt  have  teen,  ni 
the  correspondence  that  I  have  before  stated 
to  you,  that  an  invasion  into  tliis  country  was 
«t  least  meditated,  so  much,  that  a  brother, 
settled  there,  had  advised  liim  to  discmbar- 
MSS  himself  of  his  partocrship  concerns,  and 
tell  bis  house  at  Old  l  ord— it  will  be  for  you 
to  decide— and  thank  God  that  this  esse  is  in 
the  decision  of  the  jury  of  the  country,  who 
JUe  able  to  coirect,  if  there  be  any  tbiog  to 
.be  correeled,  the  impiettiont  wMdi  cates  of 
this  sort  may  make  upon  those  whose  duty  it 
is  to  prosecute, — it  will  be  for  you  to  decide, 
upon  the  whole  of  the  transactions  of  this 
tuib,  the  possibility  of  an  innocent  intention 
on  the  peitof  the gwrtlnman  wbostsodsat 
the  bar. 

•  Gentlemen,  I  will  now  rttd  to  yon  two 

papers,  whirh  were  found  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  William  Stone,  the  one  supplied  by  Mr. 
toith,  the  other  supplied  by  Mr.  Vaughan;  | 
and  I  shall  then  reaa  to  you  two  other  papers, 
which  I  have  no  doubt  I  shall  he  able  to 
make  evidence  in  this  view;  namely,  that  if 
they  ^ppetr  eioarly  to  be  papers  written  by 
Mr.  Jackson,  aAer  I  have  proved  Mr.  Jackson 
«nd  Mr.  SUnie  together,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
iilrodiKt  JatkMurt  actt;  and,  if  they  ait 


•  See  his  Trial,  whta  vitoouat  MehiUe, 


ftoved  to  be  papers  whicti  are  grmind(.d  upon 
those  very  papers  that  were  touiid  m  Mr. 
Stone's  own  possesnun,  I  say,  then,  they  are 
neither  more  nor  less,  without  more  evidence, 
than  a  farlbcr  act  done  by  Mr  Jat;k^<.«n  intlic 
rosccutiou  ot  the  conspiracy  charged,  duxw 
y  one  of  the  parties  coocefiied ;  but  I  shaO 
go  farther  than  this,  because  I  sliali  call  the 
secretary  ot  sute  tu  prove  anoUier  fact,  i  am 
sure  it  cannot  btf  eitpeeted,  and  I  think  il 
will  not  be  ruled,  that  a  secretary  uf  stale 
should,  where  he  cannot,  cunsuticnily  with 
the  interests  of  hi» country  do  so,  state  parti- 
cularly how  a  paper  was-  sent  to  him  finom 
abroad,  but  that  he  may  be  altuwed  to  provt 
generally  that,  through  his  othciai  i.orrespoa> 
deaoe,  be  bad  actually  received  a  malerid 
{mper  from  abroad.    You  will  have  evidence 
of  this  sort  from  the  secretary  of  state,  thai 
not  only  the  papers  weie  wnlten  to  bt  sol 
abroad,  but  tnat  they  actually  wcve  stfll 
abroad  in  pursuance  of  thai  intention. 

Gentlemen,  I  proceed  now  to  slate  to  yw 
the  substance  of  these  papers,  whichlMIt 
represented  to  have  been  found  in  the  pos5«s* 
sion  of  Mr.  William  Stone,  and  to  be  the 
ground -work  of  those  eommunications,  wUdb 
you  will  find  were  afterwards  made  to  Fmnce 
in  the  band-writuig  uf  Mr.  Jackson^  and  1 
shdl  then  hv  befbfe  yov  the  eorremndeneo 
which  passed  between  Mr.  William  Stout  ^ud 
the  brotlier,  pending  thc>e  iiiquiriefl  iu  Rug- 
land  relative  to  these  papers,  one  dupiicale  of 
which  I  hope  you  will  be  satiafierf,  anivcdst 
the  place  of  it?  destination. 

One  of  these  pa]|»ers  is  as^  follows  . — "  Xa- 
dusive  of  positive  informatkui  of  tha  leaifer 
of  the  country,  it  may  be  known  bvpcoplc  at 
a  distance  bv  the  following  2>igns."  Tuiapspcx 
is  furnished  by  Mr.  Vaughan.  **  There  m 
no  netitions  aninst  the  war ;  there  are  cwvtlj 
veraicts  given  oyiuries,  with  few  exceptiorH: 
there  are  no  mobs,  though  much  di!»trc>&; 
there  is  much  roadinesa  to  enlist  aa  soUiefs; 
there  is  much  quietness  on  being  impre«ed 
on  the  part  of  seamen." — You  will  see  pre- 
sently, ijy  a  letter,  found  in  the  posses^oDsf 
Mr.  William  Stone,  what  information  his  bro- 
ther told  hira,  as  earU.  I  think,  as  the  be^ 
nine  of  1793,  or  the  latter  «nd  of  IfOt,  ht 
liadgiven  Bnssot  and  other  persons  in  poww 
at  that  time  in  France  with  rc-pect  t  j  that 
circumstance  of  the  readiness  ot  im^rcssuig 
seamen.!--^  "nMra  is  mueb  qineHiess  in  beiig 
impressed  on  the  port  of  .«;eamen  ;  the  >atti 
of  parliament  arc  nearly  uoauimocts,  thougb 
the  pafUament  hasmn  thrat^  half  Its  leogtt. 
and  the  members  of  the  Huu^e  of  Comrroni 
look  to  their  re-election.  The  stabihiy  of  lord 
Chatham" — then  first  lord  of  the  admiralty  of 
this  country — continues  in  defiance  of  ill 
his  neglects;  terror  prrtades  the  friend*  of 
liberty,  who  would  soon  show  a  different  .Ap- 
pearance, if  they  were  comteauieed  by  IM 
majority  of  the  people.*' 

You  will  find  in  one  of  these  (fur  there  is  a 
duplicate  of  tiMte  papers)  tbflca  ori^jMr 
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rtint  passaee,  if  «iiich,  though  attemfiit^ 
ed  to  be  erased  by  a  pen,  tto  wonts  are  sttH 

tftttremcly  visible.  Anf  r  the  pas«Mi?R  I  read— 
^  Terror  pervades  tUc  tnciids  ol  liberty,  who 
^i«ald  toon  show  «  different  appearance,  if 
they  were  coiintenanccrl  by  the  niajurity  of 
the  people/'  the  words  were,  **  Seeing  there 
«i»iioi«gatar  %tQOf»  in  England  but  iniiitM, 
and  a  few  cavalry,  wlio  [irc  stationed  nc.ir  the 
coast  only."  **  The  temper  of  EoglauU  is  in 
fiitoor  of  ^e  first  Freoeb  tevohilioa,  but  not 
of  the  second;  however,  on  the  whole,  it 
shows  symptoms  ot  b><?int»  a(iver<?e  to  ihe  pre- 
sent sittuttion  oi  the  war,  not  Irum  disUking 
Its  principlM,  otrt  from  seeing  litde  profit  in 
it;  at  the  same  time  that  they  think  Us  mnin 
«mecl  unattainable;  namely,  the  overthrow 
ot^'iIm  .]W€MDt  nvnch  sytlem.  Tbey  nouid 
ht  more  earnest  for  prrtce,  had  they  citljer 
flofiered  enough,  or  did  they  think  the  pre- 
«efit  French  government  sinmely  disposed 
lo  ]>eace.  There  are  many  persons  attached 
to  the  principles  of  the  French  revoluljon  in 
ingland,  if  they  are  reckonetl  nianenciiliy, 
4biKthey  are  as  nothing  compared  to  the  ereat 
mass  of  thr  pr nplr,  who  arc  indisposed  to 
tbem.  In  Scotland  the  proportion  of  demo<- 
crttt  is  {iiereitin&  bnt  tney  itrs  m  yet  but « 
small  miiuirity.  Ireland  \vi!I  tb!lf>\v  the  dc- 
ZDOcracy  of  S<X)tland,  but  will  remain  quiet  at 
present;  each  of  these  countries  wonts  time 
oohrto  coin^iaeeitBelf  in  its  own  way  ;  btit  it 
will  not  be  convinced  by  French  prindpleSy 
and  still  less  by  a  French  invasion." 

In  one  of  the  papers  is  this  passage,  that  is 
omitted  in  the  otfjer  "  W'lih  the  same  ease 
with  which  France  lurnishes  a  navy  of  sixty* 
eight  ships,  England  eedd  (hnmh  twiee  that 
number;  she  would,  besides  this,  borrow 
ships  from  Holland,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  and 
man  tiicm  wuii  a  mixture  of  landsmen  and 
foreiCTiers,"— •*  If  France  weie  to  invade  Eng- 
land" Here  the  two  papers  are  tbr  same 

— **  Every  man  would  turn  out  from  good- will, 
or  from  wtr,  aad  the  few,  who  an  diaroii' 
tented,  would  be  quelled  with  ea'^r,  as  the 
Fraacb  citiaens  were  by  La  Fayette  in  the 
Champ  de  Mars,  or  tiie  dtsafiecled  lately  by 
the-  commissioners  in  Alsace." 

"  Wars  being  but  the  means  of  attaining 
peace,  and  the  well  meaninc  amune  the  sub- 
jteta  of  the  eonledeialea  beiog  tola  that  the 
French  nre  <;o  adverse  to  peace,  or  ask  such 
prelimmaries  tliat  it  is  in  vain  to  treat  with 
Qieo,  it  would  be  highly  useful  if  FVsnoe  de- 
clared, after  any  new  successes,  whirli  she 
may  hereafter  obtain,  her  aversion  to  conquest, 
ber  disposition  to  peace" — And  then  in  one 
flf  the  papers  you  will  see,  thoueh  in  some 
degree  erased,  the?e  words—*'  And  the  terms 
on  which  she  would  treat,  if  these  were  mo- 
derate, magnanimous,  it  would  bate  a  won^ 
derful  effect  on  the  people  of  this  country,  in 
-cteating  an  aver<»ion  to  the  war— liberating 
4lie  uBarcMwd  Englti>h  by  adeecce  restoring 
to  tlicm  their  pwptfty, 
10  depart." 
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Hieii'llie  papers  agafak  an  the  latee,  when 

they  proceea — "  Her  desire  to  let  otlier  na- 
tions govern  themselves :  her  determicaiion 
of  changing  this  stj'sCero,  if  the  war  aoainst 
her  it  ooatioued,  and  it  would  be  usefiu  alao^ 
if  every  rontcnient  opportiunly  were  takeft 
of  deciarmg  that  her  present  government  ia 
fcffolutiooary,  and  that  the  eenstiiutton  ti 
Jime  last  vill  hi?  acted  tipnn  the  peace; 
aad  also^  if  she  declared  her  regret  at  Ihe  ne> 
eesitty  of  vising  harsh  nfteaaares,  and  mnr  mi 
then eroployeapbilanthropic  language,  which 
has  an  a^tmHshms: effect  in  pacifyin;^  theEo^ 
lish,  ;uid  uukxd  hi  paciiymg  Europe." 

Then  follows  in  the  one— It  would  tend 
TTiiicli  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  English 
were  the  ConventioD  to  decree  the  iibcration 
of  all  the  English  now  4a  •  state  of  anest, 
unaccused  of  crimes,  nntl  rc-torinr^  tn  thrm 
their  property,  at  the  same  time  allowing 
them  to  leave  the  country,  within  a  certun 
space  of  time.  It  would  lend  also  much  to 
create  an  aversion  to  the  war,  were  the  Con- 
vention to  decree  the  terms  on  which  liiey 
woirid  make  peace.  This  conduct  wuiiid  M 
magnanimoos,  and  if  they  did  not  hold  out 
terms  extravagant,  the  people  of  this  country 
would  not  hesitate  to  spoak  their  atersion  to 
a  continuance  ot  tlie  war.  It  would  be  very 
adviseable  to  have  copies  of  the  more  im* 
portent  reports  and  decrees  lodged,  at  llavre 
to  come  hither  by  neutral  veaaalf  for  the  pal* 
pose  of  being  translated." 

In  the  otner  it  stands  thus—"  The  great 
objection  in  the  English  to  treating;  fur  oesice, 
lies  in  the  fear  that  the  proposal  will  Le  re- 
jected by  France,  particularly  without  some 
alrange  preliminanea  aie  ae<Med  to,  such  aa 
acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of  the  people, 
5cc.  &c.  Ihev  suppose  too  that  France  can- 
not treat  for  ]>eacc  till  tiie  French  territory  is 
cleared  its  enemies,  whereas  the  coostiln* 
tion  only  says  that  peace  sbail  not  he  con- 
cluded without  it.  Query,  does  not  the  K^rced 
loan  aUow  the  lender  to  take  lands  io  es* 
change  for  his  debt'"'    Then  it  follows  — 

There  coukl  be  but  one  hue  of  conduct  foe 
Englishmen  to  pursue  thouki  the  eonntiv  be 
invaded  on  such  an  occasion,  there  would  be 
but  nne  mind  through  the  wbMik  nation,  th^ 
must  dclend  it."  ' 

The  other  paper,  which  eontaaiM  the  senti- 
ments th:it  I  Am  about  to  slate  to  you,  Mr. 
Smith  will  mtorm  you  that  he  turnished,  and 
he  wiU  slate  to  yon  imder  what  drctnnslancesk 

Dear  sir,"  (this  is  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to 
Mr.  William  Stone)  I  was  a  good  deal  sur- 
prised the  other  day,  at  the  degree  of  credit 
which  yoQ  a|»pear  to  give  to  the  rufDmir  of  a 
French  invasion,  btit  as  I  know  many  are  of 
your  opinion,  and  many  mure  aticct  to  be  so, 
i  feel  dewMis  of  stating  to  you  the  reaanna 
why  I  cannot  btit  disre*^iml  any  such  appro-' 
heMkms.  In  the  fitai  placet,  nothing  appears 
to  fne  aaora  ctear,  tfaM  tW  theae  who  erenow 
at  tlic  head  of  affairs  in  France,  are  too  wise 
to  make  sttUi'  an  aUMBjit  wiUmmU.  a  pioipecl 
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of  someadttate^^adeqastetothe  risk  which 

must  be  incurred  by  both  the  army  aiu)  the 
AetX  employed  in  the  semce ;  and  thi&  ad- 
tantage,  I  should  think,  mmU  be  roaetbing 
mom  than  merely  the  burning  of  a  few  towns 
and  viliiiges  (supposing  even  that  to  be  ac- 
eotipKshM)  or  the  emMitttf  of  a  le»p«iarf 
alarm.  From  general  hiJtory  too,  and  yet 
more  strongly  from  their  own  recent  experi- 
ence, must  they  ha  aware  of  the  tlillicully  of 
a  bovlila  arai/a  tnakin^  any  laMmg  tmpres- 
sif>n  on  a  people  unwiniinc  to  receive  them, 
and  C!ipecially  on  an  itlaoa  in  possession  of  a 
superior  navy,  and  w^mh  can  at  any  timt  call 
fctrierflf^ris  to  it^  as^i^trxnro. 
;  "  if  all  this  be  tnie,  it  is  scarcely  reasonable 
to  expect  silcrh  attenopt,  unless  the  French 
dattor  tbemseKes  with  the  Uitycaf  o<>^ipera- 
tion  t)n  this  side;  an  expectation,  as  fer  as  I 
am  able  to  judge,  still  less  likely  to  be 
realised,  than  even  Hmt of  tnCcess  Without  it. 
That  numbers  here  arc  dlsi^nsled  with  the 
war,  1  have  no  reason  to  donbt,  but  no  svnip' 
%&m» httft  yet  appaaradnf  any  genera)  cTiaap* 

probntion  of  government  ;  on  ihv  rontrary, 
tninisiurs  i^eein  to  have  been  successlul  in 
ndsing  a  fttrone  Spirit  of  attachment  to  every 
branch,  i  mis;nl  almost  say,  to  every  abuse 
of  \hf  ronMittilion,  nor  do  I  think  it  possible 
lor  any  man,  vho  impartially  vie%vs  the  state 
of  ihlnUB,  aod  of  parties  in  this  eonntry,  to 
expect  :iny  other  eifrcl'from  an  invasion  than 
an  almo&it  universal  rising  of  the  people  to 
4aStoA  fheihselvei  i^iMt  an  attempt,  which 
Uwy  would  consider  as  levelled  at  their  con- 
atitution  and  liberty,  and  which  they  would, 
therefore,  execrate  and  resist,  as  much  as  the 
French  did  the  duke  of  Uninswick'a'inVlrtiQll. 
,  "  Much  liH-*  been  said  of  tbc  progreiis  of 
French  principles  h^e ;  if  bp-  this  be  meant 
BO  more  than  that  at  one  tune  the  opinion 
was  rapidly  sprfn-lin^  rt'thc  French  I'cvdhi- 
tion  havine  a  tavuurabie  aspect  on  the  ban. 
iiflaw  of  Einopo,  and  «f  inlnlkind,  I  firmly 
VeHeve  it,  and  I  believe  also  that  a  pretty  ge> 
iiertti  persuasion  priv.-iH  ot  ttie  ex- 
ialencc  of  such  abuses  in  our  owu  govern- 
mont,  as  rc<)«nred  a  refbrmation  speeav  and 
effecln.tl ;  farih*.  however,  from  nattinil 
KPuaei,  ami  partly  from  artt6ccv  1  am  con- 
▼ioeei]  that  these  opinions  Bart  nraeh  de- 
rrcr(^d  both  in  force  and  in  extent,  and  that, 
ttiough  the  tide  may  turn,  yet  tlmt  it  is  not 
\f  an  in*vaaiea  that  such  a  revolution  would 
be  broiight  about;  waabould  otiiy  wrap  our 
closk  tighter  ftroond  es,  like  the  nMin  hi  the 
storm,  and  rchise  evtry  oflipT  of  fraternity, 
Ubieb  came  in  so  (^dstionalblea  shape. 

*•  Sincrr>'!v  ivt.hin':^-  t'nr  prnrc,  nnd  thinkil^ 
tiist  these  nimoturs  of  invasion  are  indualn^ 
Wttkf  eilclibiMd  widi  a  ^Htt  9f  eaaaperaliiii^ 
the  people,  and  of  rendering  them  more  ia 
ewnest  for  the  war,  I  shbuld  be  very  de^irwjs 
of  ttaliiig  publicly  in  parliameot  every  idea 
I  iMtaaiiewyumimimicated  to^ou,  it  I  did  not 
know  that  my  wetteral  »t^n<'hni''nt  tn  thr-  rtitj^c 
oi  iibai^-,  aaii  tiie  satislaaion  wiucit  i  iiave 
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repeatextiy  expi<es8M  at  <fae  a«er  throw  ofdlat- 
pot  ism  in  France,  have  rendered  me,  to  a 
very  considerablo  degree  ob»osi«as,  and  ex* 
pose  my  eenlimeiits  to  miareptemiiaioii 
of  the  most  invidious  kind.  I  Tru^t,  hcnv- 
ever,  that  a  OMre  pacific  and  liberal  tnucr 
wiH  prevail.'' 

Gentlemen,  these  having  been  received  by 
Mr.  Stone,  yon  will  find  from  what  1  am  now 
about  to  state  to  you,  that  they  were  commu-' 
nicated  to  Mr.  Jaefcsen,  and  the  irte  tin*  wae 
made  of  them  you  will  tind,  in  other  papers  I 
am  now  about  to  mentioa  to  yuu.  Iht 
papers  which  Mr.  HtkM  mM;  iSidmpk 

groiindftt  npon  the  papers  'wHiclt  Mr.  5^tOoe 
furnished,  arc  papers  that  may  suj^pest  obser* 
eatioiis,  a.<;  applying  to  persons  to  whom  fsw 
then  can  think  them  justly  applicable,  and  t» 
whom  they  nre  not  justly  applicable;  biit  rt 
is  natural  that  pcrscns  \\*ho  come  over  hers 
for  snob  plMpoaea,  as  Mr.  Jackson  mH}tieBli» 
onably  came  ovc  hrrr  hrr  (wh.elher  with  Mr. 
Stone's  knowledge  lie  so  came,  it  is  for  vea 
tojudee  upon  the  cwidtaee)  it  ia  of  coawe  itdk 
they  should  wish  to  pve  importance  to  their 
oommumcations.  in  making  canmtmic»> 
tioBS,  therefore,  they  carry  the  antter  t'arther 
than  tbc  Initt)  will  Justify.  The  first  1  pro- 
duce to  ycm  is  dated  I8th  of  March.  T7''4.  :rtl 
you  will  have  reason  to  see  that  this  idtcr  si 
the        is  a  duplicate. 

**  Lc5t  n  duplicate  of  the  enclosed  fir<"-^ 
may  not  have  reached  you,  I  now  tia^ 
mit  anottter  copy/'  ¥o«  vUl  we,  byi^ai^ 
by,  that  in  a  letter  from  John  Huilbrd 
Stone  to  William  ^tone,  he  states,  **  that 
he  Irid  received  one  ot  the  papers,'*  aoii 
itmoat  be  lefttoyou,  upon  the  whttewa^ 
ter  of  the  evidence,  n-hcthrr  it  \vr\?  cr  not 
ttiat  one  of  the  papers  so  received,  whidi 
fuwiied  the  dhpbcate  of  what  I  am  war  laai^ 
ins,  It  Liocs  I'll  \l'us— "A«  T  have  writ le© 
to  you  by  every  chuioel,  and  not  through  oac 
received  a  line  in  art wer^— this  is  tn  Mr. 
Jackson's  hand-writing,  and  ia  tlie  mmt 
hand-writing  as  the  dir^rtion  lrf>  at  IfnH 
Mr.  Cokayue,  and  llieH  ii  again  pruceeti^ 
You  may  naturally  wppast  1  do  not  feel 
mv<f rlt'altnf:;f  thr-r  cnsy  in  trty  mind,  pestk^ 
lady  as  cerlam  iiKjuines  bk  making  respect- 
'  g  me  in  •  martor  aidbsimnble  to  yor 
ews  and  mioa.    T  ^cl  out  thb  evcmng  foe 
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your  native  soil," — gentlemeo^  yen  wtii 
presently,  perhaps,  reaarm  to  satisfy 
consciences  that  Bn^ldHar  «ta  nddKaaed,  atw 

tending  to  thi^  passa;^,  to  a  per«An  of  the 
name  of  Nicholas  Madgctt,  wtio  hccofnesa 
very  important  cliamtu  inrffaa  dwaan  df  thia 

business.    The  letter  ihm  prn<TrT^«— A?!d 

dtmngoy absence  thu  relative  ot  our  ona^ 
■ND'HiMid  ^adl^do  every  thtag  Ida  vaclMnAi 

of  principle,  and  good  heart  shall  direct.  I 
tni^t  that  my  last  letter  rsve  you  a  ttxorCRKcb 
lu&ight  into  the  temper  oi  the  people  ot  tha 
^anntiy,  aa  aa  Hoi  lo  lea^  you  any  ^ound  to 

\h?t\  thf",*  would  hirotir  thr  Frtscb 
iu  any  of  Ihcir  ho&ttie  vicw$  on  6ur 
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ytiir  VmM  Amsterdam"— (you  «nU  at- 
tend to  thi9  cglour  of  this  letter,  because  no- 
b(Hj|l  c«iv4ou|}t  of  the  erraaJ  on  which  Mr. 
Itdliton  CMBt  here,  and  yet  vou  will  obsene 
tlie  face  of  tills  Idler  is  all  loyally  to  this 
qouatry) — ^"y«^c  fneuds  m  Amsleidam  may 
Va  pcrtoctiy  09  that  bead,  not  but  that 
are  many  t>ere«  who  are  surpri^d  that 
Ute  Fronch,  if  they  really  intended  a  descent, 
bave  nut  eticcted  U  t'le  northward  of  the 
XK>woe«,  wbere  as  at  bhi^|4lb  N^w^tflle,  and 
Qtb^r  pUoe»,  there  \%  ootliioj;  to  op})os«  them ; 
y^m  <l|S«M«gr  ^  ^  ¥"^1^  with  tbc 

giwateH  if  Mwy  th^uld  not  chooae  to 
5eep  their  landing;  shamr  on  ihe  neglect  of 
9ur  ovinialera  ia  9pt  h«tle(  dciic^i^  the 
^OMt.  You  a9k  my  opbinion  oci  the  hope  of 
lUffDOW  aatectaioed  by  ministers  here.  I  know 
JflltQ  be  a  sUunch  Iricnd  to  England;  yet  I 
Vjlll^Otd^tve  yuu :  from  wliat  I  can  collect 
|1|§  cbiff  4epM|Mncf  of  ministers  here  for 
•Mcc^ss, '  is  on  some  machinalious,  formed  i a 
Mfyu9ciip9a  w^b  i|gPf»Mj9  Uui^  pay,  to 
.^bcDw  all  ima  co^fiwao  ai  P»rw.  In  the  gu- 
yaroiuvut  department,  a  person  with  whom 
I  conversed  yeslarday,  iwid  wbo  has  an  iu> 
^ff^t  m  Iha  True  Briton,  a  paper  set  up  by 
^fUC^awMlL  told  me,  that  in  less  than  a 
week,  all  Parts  would  W  in  anarchy — that 
tij^hfiyilirftl  a^  b^  would  be  scut  to 

4«vU»  ta  thaa^  who  Wrald  put  every  thing 
io  rights,  had  got  hold  of  tba  people.  It  is 
jMt  by  campaigninef  but  intriguing,  that  we 
■UWt  prevail:  00  wis  principii^  assignats  are 
uMTg^  every  day  bere,  and  \  will  endeavoiu 
ia  my  n«U  to  sand  you  some,  that  you  may 
know  the  true  from  Uie  false:  a  Madanfie 
^aa«4KW»  whose  husband  tbey  tell  me  is  at 
Pari?,  ami  who  when  here,  parsed  for  a  flana- 

Ufinvmcfal,  liM  c^9uUled  to  yhe  amount 
JIfum  thgiwanJ  youMa  wortar 
JpfS  on. 

Wiiboot  going  through  the  whole  of  thb, 
^'011  wiUifiiM  wbeo  it  comes  to  be  read,  that 
a|  il  ^  ^  tame  tenor  and  dfact^  «8  tbat 

paper  which  \vas  found  in  the  possession  of 
^i.  VViiUaBi  htonc.  i  nen  here  is  another 
yip^r,  which  is,  as  precisely  as  possible,  a 
copy  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Vaughan,  and  a  copy 
^  the  leUar  of  Mr.  Snutbf  but  containing  aliw 
•Mpe  obaarvttioaa  iqpon  both;  «nd  it  enda 
with,  "  enclof-e  it  to  Mr.  Parkins,  at  Mrs. 
Brown's,  Globe-tavern,  Hamburgh.   lie  will 

£'ve  it  ma  if  i  am  there,  or  forward  it;  look 
r  Vf  loUer  of  laal  Tteaday.  Remember 
roe,  my  good  sir,  to  our  common  friend:  may 
we  fivou  agam  meet  at  the  English  houae, 
hmmmfitmy  Ooitleiaen,  you  will  keep  in 
your  recollectiun  the  fact  that  these  papers 
PMUiiV  wuh  additiofta  very  worthy  of  at- 
tencioo,  Ib0  aubMtnoe  «f  what  I  before  read  at 
j»fixtb. 

Now,  the  papers  I  have  read  at  length, 
hi^ving  bfeB  put  into  the  poas<|bion  of  Mr. 
Williun  Stone,  Mr.  WUliam  Slonc  hav. 
ing  been  cautioned,  as,  if  I  am  ri;^[itly  in- 
jtiitfffl,  it  jwiU  be  p f^vijri.te  jwnt  ke  wrw  cau> 


tiooid,  villa  uageA  |o  ttm       J^cksoo ; 

knowing,  aal  thmk  you  can  nave  no  doubt 
from  the  l<?lters  I  have  stated,  that  Mr  Jack- 
son  came  over  here,  tliough  upon  affiiirs  of 
various  sorts,  as  some  letters  express — v/liich 
afi'airsmust  be  explained  09  bis  part — ^yet  un- 
queationablj^  also  to  inquire  into  the  practical 
biliiy  of  an  mvasion,  as  appears  from  the  let? 
ter  with  reference  to  an  invasion,  in  respect 
of  which  Mr.  Hurfoid  6lonc  had  directed  him 
to  diaemb^];xn|a  himself  from  his  concerns  ii| 
this  country,  antl  gel  rid  of  his  house  at  Old 
Ford.  The  ant  tfyi^  to  be  ^counted  for,  a/id 
which  places  Mr.  willtam  Stone  in  a  very 
different  situation  from  those  gen llemeu,  by 
wliom,^  at  his  instance,  those  reprcscntaUona 
Mrexe  made,  is  this :  Why  did  he,  th^s  cau- 
tioned, and  without  any  communication  witb 
thu'-c  gentlemen,  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Jittkson,  kuowinj;  what  lye  knew  of  Jlr.  Jack- 
son, ttxc  means  of  comnupicatine  the  t-fiect 
and  substance  of  these  papers  abroad  ?  It 
will  be  proved  to  you  tliat  they  we|[e  so  9«m- 
immieitedf. 

I  will  now  read  to  you  the  correspondence 
of  John  lluiford  Stone,  written  during  Uiese 
transactions.  You  will  find  that  a  letter  ia 
received  upon  the  15th  of  March,  in  which  he 
says,  "  My  dear  sir,"  (this  is  from  Hurford 
Stone  again,  addres&ed  lu  Lawreiic^  and  Com; 
pany)  **  I  have  this  moment  received  yourleW 
ter  of  the  4lli  of  March,  in  which  you  inform 
me  that  you  have  :>een  Mr.  J.  apd  very  priv 
dcntly  deiial  fitmn  any  but  general  ob^Brvat* 
tions."  Then  follows  a  passage,  material  ai| 
two  or  three  points  of  view  ;  it  is  material  to 
call  your  attention  to  it  on  behalf  of  the  prir 
soner ;  to  call^our  attention  to  a  eonaUuctioci 
of  it  also  (which  it  will  be  for  you  to  judge 
whether  it  be  the  rioht  construction  of  it)  oip 
fbt  part  of  tbe  pubue.  He  says,  '|  it  is  very 
possible  that  you  may  correct  his  views,' 
The  counsel  of  Mr.  Sloue  will  say,  that  thif 
vras  all  done  by  Hurford  $tone,  to  enable 
Mr.  William  Stone  to  correct  the  views  of 
Mr.  Jackson  with  respect  to  an  attempt  of  thf 
1- rcnch  to  invade  England,  and  !>o  to  prevent 
invasion,  and  to  benefit  Eug^nd,  but  this  i|| 
clear,  that  Mr.  Williaui  Stone  couM  not  coiw 
reel  those  views  without  knowing  a;ha(  thptf 
Tiewaipefe;  hemu^t  knpirtberefiifeaniavftr 
sion  was  intended :  if  it  were  to  be  left  to  yoit 
to  decide  from  all  the  evidence,  whether  those 
views  were  to  be  corrected  at  the  desire  oif 
Hurford  Slooe  Jackson,  for  the  bcqefit 
of  France,  or  for  the  benefit  of  F.ngland ;  I 
should  say,  tliat  intelligence  cpp^muaica^^ 
under  which  intelligence  it  is  me»ot  that  tlie 
enemy  should  profit,  is  intelligence  lo  aid  and 
assist  thc^eiuy,  and  &iK  h  us  canuul  l  >■  se^^ 
without  incurring  the  gi^ill  imputnl  hy  thif 
indictment.  But  I  say  ^rt^r,  that  the  o-Vt 
pression,  "correcting  his  views,"  must  be 
considered  with  rtrt  rcnce  to  ali  tlial  was  107 
tended,  as  intention  h^s  been  pruve^  fron^ 
evidence  already  staled,  and  a&  it  may  Ic 
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nod-by  to  state ;  and  r«>pcclally  from  the  cor- 

resjiondence  between  Enots  and  Popkins,  of 
the  existence  of  which,  if  I  am  rightly  in- 
structed, the  prisoner  at  the  bar  even  denied 
his  knowledge.  'I'ho  letter  I  \ra?  stating  pro- 
ceeds thus,  **  I  suppose  wc  shall  hear^trom 
faim  in  diie  time,  as  he  will  hav*  the  meaos 
off-ending:  he  has  no  doubt  communicated 
to  you  all  thai  was  expedient you  recollect, 
gentlemen,  John  Stone  told  wHHam.  in  a 
rormer  letter*  that  he  was  to  be  con-ulu  J  by 
Jack«on  upon  the  plan.  He  add*;,  "  and  1 
trust  to  him  for  the  means  of  re-communica- 

Upon  the  30th  of  March,  17P4,  there  is 
another  letter,  in  which  he  says,  **  I  have 
also  received  our  Amencan  fHend's  letters, 

and  ycu  must  tell  him,  that»  having  ";iven 
them  to  the  proper  people,  he  must  in  future 
addrcsft  his  friend  Nicholas,  and  not  mc." 
The  wofd  Nkholas  will  be  esplaiiid  hj  a  sub> 
seqitcnt  part  of  this  evidence. 

plow,  gentlemen*  if  Mr.  William  Stone, 
under  the  circumstaiiees  of  esntion,  which  f 
have  before  stated  to  yon  he  received,  thought 
it  prvper  lo  furnish  Mr.  Jaduon  with  the 
means  of  making  the  conununications  to 
France,  when  he  received  this  letter,  one 
should  have  thought  that  he  would  have  de- 
siatcd  ;  that  he  would  at  least  have  inquired 
ivbo this  Nicholas  was,  to  whom  the"^e  letters 
were  to  he  sent  in  future.  If  "Mr  William 
Stone  can  satisfy  you  that  he  did  so,  I  am 
sute  I  shall  thanx  God  when  T  hear  the  evi. 
deoce;  but  it  is  my  duly  to  call  your  attention 
to  all  the  circumstances  in  thi6  case,  and  I 
profess  I  do  not  see  my  way  through  them  at 
pre.^nt. 

Tficre  is  another  letter  of  the  filh  of  April, 
179*,  from  Mr.  John  Hurford  Stone :  **  Wc 
have  received  your  Bale  letter  relating  to  the 
late  act  to  prevent  pa^'ment  of  bills  for  the 
use  of  persons  in  France  x**  You  will  see  by- 
tnd-bv,  though  this  Is  not  nateitel  tipon  this 
rccorcf,  not  teing  there  charged  as  a  crime, 
that  tiiat  act  certainly  did  not  prevent  Mr. 
^^'illiara  Stone  from  turnishing  Mr.  Jackson 
with  money,  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  Ire- 
land, though  that  Mr.  .lackson  hud  certainly 
come  from  France.  The  letter  proceeds  thus : 
^  The  psckets  you  allude  to  have  not  yet  been 
received,  and  we  know  not  wlicrc  t!.ry  rest. 
I  have  given  ail  the  information  which  1 
could  on  the  subject,  but  do  not  choose  to 
trouble  myself  too  nnicb.  I  wrote  to  you  a 

post  sinr*-,  to  de^ir"  vou  not  to  write  \n  wf, 
as  I  did  n(»i  know  exactly  where  I  should  be.'' 
^e  says,  in  another  place,  '*  As  to  our  Ame- 
rican friend,  the  account  T  gave  wa*  very  sa- 
tisfactory, and  to  myself  highly  useful." 
Very  satlsfaetofy !  to  whom  satlslactory  f 

**  To  the  proper  people,  to  wliom  it  h  id  l>rrn 
delivered  "—-Persons  who  had  clearly  en- 
trusted Mr.  Jackson  with  a  mission  into  tlits 
country,  to  knoar  whether  this  country  could 

be  invaded  or  not  :  «ali«;fariorv  lo  them  >  It 
fMidd  be  satisiactory  lo  them  lor  uo  uther  rea- 
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son,  but  becau^  it  arrested  that 

which  was  intended  at  the  tirne  at  whkh  this 
communication  was  made,  aod  because  n  m- 
Jbrmcd  them  that,  if  tbey  hsitTnHnHis  lii 

sure  which  they  prnpfi^rd  to  tal-;»,  the  una* 
uimitv,  couraee,  and  hrmness  ot 
womd  have  defeated  fhct  mcnsn 
made  the  project  aborti\'e.  He  proc< 
"  and  to  myself  highly  useful ;  but  it  io 
strange  that  his  relations  hear  nothing  frora 
him.-  I  would  rather  that  he  did  not  wrila  to- 
me 50  much  on  the  ^nhj*  rt."  Xow  i].,'<  If. 
tcr  states  to  Mr.  WUiiam  6tooe,Uiat  he  would 
rather  Mr.  Jsdcson  did  not  wrila  to  liim, 
Hurford  Stonr,  50  ranch  upon  the  subject, 
and  yet  that  very  Mr.  WiUuuu  Sume  as  you 
will  see  afterwards,  corresyoads  witii  this 
person,  whom  hi«>  brother  is  nnwilhng  shotdA 
be  his  correspondent,  in  the  name«  of  F.mla 
and  Popkins,  with  respect  to  the  5Uiie  of  lre> 
land,  as  I  shidi  sulmiit  to  you,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cnablin?  a  eommuaication  to  be  mada 
of  the  state  of  Ireland  to  the  French.  JUa 
proceeds  again  tbos ;  **  09f  Intn^ 
mc  is  gone  lo  Ireland  ;  the  bn<;ii:p«:5  lie  -pok« 
to  you  on,"~Now  it  will  be  for  Mr.  WiUiam 
Stone  to  expl«n  what  yiis  Iwainm  w» ;  Imji, 
after  hearing  the  p^sue  I  have  Ju^  read,  I 
think  you  cannot  donm  what  it  wa«— the 
business  he  spoke  to  you  on  is  interrupted  bf 
this  paper,  which  you  sent  me ;  bow«v«r,  m 
may  prodttre  very  beneficial  effeet«."  Thew 
at  the  bottom  there  is,  Enclosetl  is  a  letter 
to  l^owan.*  When  you  oomelBveepfWMMl^ 
wh-Tt  passed  in  Ireland,  and  with  l'c nth- 
man  of  the  name  of  Hamilton  Eo^mu^*  yi*- 
will  see  the  materiality  of  this. 

Upon  the  81st  of  April,  1794,  anothf  -r  !t-t- 
ter  IS  written,  which  is  to  thb  <  ft>  * t ;  •  fbe 
accounts  w  hich  we  recdvcd  from  you ' 
this  expression  which  feliowa  wW 
your  particular  attention,  because  it  is  an  ex- 
pression so  perfectly  similsr  to  those  wbidi 
are  contstned  hi  the  letters  to  and  ff««i  Ip»>^ 
land,  that  it  seems  to  me  impossible  b«C  Ihii 
the  phraseology,  in  which  th«**e  persons ' 
to  corre«|wnd^  was  known  ui  IreUiid, 
F.n^huid,  and  in  France,  at  the  samer' 
**  The  accounts  which  we  received  trom 
respecting  the  bouse  coucems,  wbicb  ^ 
American  friend  haft  talked  to  yew  eii,'tai 
given  much  f  iti  f.ir  'iun,  though  th(  v  l.opet 
to  have  had  something  more  favourable.  H 
is  strange  that  we  hear  nothing  farther  of 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  I.;  an  acquaintanoe  IpoM 
Boston  told  roe  a  few  days  ago  his  joimiey  m^s 
retarded.  The  shipping  busine:is  is  uoder 
consideration,  and  you  will  hear  freaiM.** 

(irnllrmen  of  the  jury,  these  letter* 
ing,  Mr.  Jackson  setoff  for  Irdami^  i^tbial^ 
upon  the  49dorMai'i!h,andnivhmd  n  J^elMM 
iijon  the  1st  of  April.    Mr.  Jackson.  yi>i: 
according  to  the  representation  of  bim  that 
has  hitherto  been  made  in  thn  eorrevfOQ- 


•  See  hts  trf;i!,  fin/r,  Vol.  ??,  f  w:.\K  .r-i 
bis  Statcmcui  as  cited  f.biO  ot  lius  V  oiuiu*. 


Digitized  by  Google 


.  WM  to  come  ioto  thitcouDtry  te  do  a 
0Mt  deal  of  business,  of  some  sort  or  other— 
M  tvaaresreaeoted  to  every  body  as  an  Aid»> 
fk«lBnMUit»  not  being  such,  but  an  Irish 

clergyman.  If  he  had  had  a  great  deal  of 
commercial  buainess  here,  one  should  have 
thought  that  be  oould  not  bt  deatilule  bim- 
aatfof  tbe  means  to  take  him  to  Ireland ;  and 
yet,  upon  the  15th  of  March,  1794,  Mr. 
Jaduoa  settles  an  account  with  Mr.  Stone, 
•ni  fiMlves  from  him  fif\y  pounds  in  cash, 
and  two  bills  upon  Ireland,  one  for  twenty 
jrinmi^f^  tbe  other  for  twentJr  five  poundsisud 
«itfttliia  money,  paid  to  nim  oirieUTcon- 
tms  to  an  act  of  parliament  loo,  which  pre- 
vents the  payment  of  money  to  any  person 
coming  from  France  ^and  the  policy  of  which 
net,  by  the  way,  is  a  little  seen  in  tne  present 
case),  he  goes  to  Ireland— but  he  does  not  go 
to  Irelaua  without  leaving  in  Uie  hands  of 
thilllr.  SiMMp  who  had  foceived  all  these 
cautions,  a  small,  bul  an  excessively  itnpor- 
taat  paper.  I  hope  to  Cod  that  it  can  be  ex> 
rHir*^  but  it  desir^ee  your  most  particular 
aMntlon — he  leaves  in  his  hands  addresses 
for  making  communications  ^hroad.  viz.  the 
papers,  whidi  I  now  produce.  They  have 
mat  upon  them  a  croea,  in  tbe  form  I  show 
you.  The  address  of  one  is,  "To  Monsieur 
DaodibuscaiUe the  outward  cover  to  be 
thus  addrewid  "**  Messrs.  Teaier  Angely  et 
Sdassac,  k  Amsterdam  "  The  other  has  a 
GfOM  in  the  same  lorm— tbe  outward  cover  to 
bt  tbataddntted— To  Mr.  Cbapeaurouge, 
aotRbant,  Hambourg"— and  at  tne  bottom 
of  each  there  is  a  direction  to  insert  a  rccom- 
mendatiun  lo  forward  the  inclosed— You  will 
see  that  these  were  directions  that  were  left 
in  the  bands  of  Mr.  WiUiant  Stone,  to  enable 
him  to  address  letters  abroad,  and  when  you 
«MM  to  ttttlM  Ittters,  whieh  «m  forwaroed 
from  Ireland,  and  to  see  them  unfolded,  you 
will  bud  Uiat  they  were  addressed  by  Mr. 
Jacluon,  in  Irelaiul,  precisely  acootding  to 
this  paper  found  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Stone,  in  F.ngland  ;  and  in  that  correspondence 
between  Enots  and  Popkins,  which  I  have 
baAre  referred  to,  Mr.  Jackson,  under  th^ 
name  of  Popkins,  writes  to  Mr.  Stone,  who 
nnawers  his  letter  under  the  €iame  of  Enots, 
Mt^ectiBg  tbtit  addwMCi,  in  tbt  maimer 
^vhlch  I  shall  presently  state  lo  you.  You 
Will  also  observe  that  there  are  crosses  upon 
the  co^«rs  of  the  letters,  that  will  be  produced 
bv  the  secretary  of  state,  as  received  from 
abroad,  which  appear  to  have  beta  itatfiom 
BQffiand. 

Oentlemen,  that  Mr.  Cokayne,  wbooi  I 
bave  before  mentioned,  and  under  cover  to 
whom  you  will  hod  Mr.  William  Stone  ad- 
Jtttaing  a  lelter»raecivedbj  bim  from  abroad, 

to  Mr.  Jaclisoo,  whilst  Mr.  Jackson  was  in 
Ireknd— a  letter  received  from  that  Nicholas 
•Madget,  who  has  been  named;  that  Mr. 
Cokayne,  to  whom  letters  are  thus  addressed 
in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  William  Stone 
Jlwmseii^  accompanied  Mr.  Jackson  to  Ire* 
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land ;  and  you  will  have  an  account  i 
of  the  transactions  of  Hamilton  llowan,  and 
the  transactions  of  Mr.  Jackson,  as  far  as  the^ 
can  be  given  in  evidenet,  with  respect  to  their 
comniunications  relative  to  the  slate  of  Ire- 
land; lo  which  island  Mr.  Jackson  went  with 
tbe  privity,  as  it  appears,  of  Mr.  ^HHUam 
Stone,  after  Mr.  William  Stone  had  been 
cautioned  upon  the  subject  of  his  mission,  in 
the  manner  in  which  you  have  already  heard 
he  had  been  cautioned  respecting  it.  Sir* 
Hamilton  iiowan,  in  fact,  it  will  be  proved^ 
was  committed,  or  about  to  be  committed^ 
for  b%h  treason,  and  bt  abaeoadtd.-  Mr. 
Jackson  was  tried  for  high  treason,  and  was 
convicted :  be  was  not  executed,  but  he  died : 
it  is  to  no  purpose,  perhaps,  to  state  by  what 
means,*  or  how,  but  in  fact  he  died  bcfurt 
the  time  at  which  ha  would  probably  havt 
been  executed. 

Bul,  gantlemtn  of  the  jury,  tht  most  lap 
portant  papers  are  now  to  be  stated  to  you; 
and,  with  retierence  to  which,  I  can  only  ttij 
again,  that  I  hope  in  God  they  will  btatf* 
counted  for.  Mr.  Jackson,  having  got  lo  Ire- 
land, he  writes  this  lelter,  which  I  am  now 
about  to  read  to  you,  to  Mr.  WilliamStone,  the 
prisoner,  dated  the  5th  of  April,  1794 ;  and,  il 
Mr.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Stone  shall  once  be 
connected  by  the  general  tenor  of  the  evi- 
dence, you  must  put  it  to  yonr  oonidtneti,  la 
making  deliverance  between  the  country  and 
Mr.  Wtlham  SUmt,  whether  it  be  pobsible, 
aecordinffto  tbe  nature  of  human  things,  that 
Mr.  Jackson  could  write  tliis  letter  to  Mr. 
Stone  without  Mr.  Stone's  full  knowledge  of 
the  purposes  of  Mr.  Jacksou's  mission  :  it  is 
signed  Thomas  Popkins :  it  is  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Mr.  Jackson  :  there  is  no  address 
upon  It;  the  address  happened  not  to  be 
found. 

"  Dear  Sir;  Owing  to  a  variety  of  inci- 
dents,  which  I  will  explain  when  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you,  I  have  been  prevented 
writing  until  the  present  moment.  Some 
very  excellent  friends,  to  whom  I  owe  most 
singular  obligations,  being  apprized  of  my  ar- 
rival, have  endtavouftd  to  reader  me  service; 
and  were  their  power  equal  to  their  wishes,  I 
am  confident  I  should  experience  the  beneht 
of  ^MrirniMl  iatenUonst  accepting,  as  I  do, 
the  will  lor  the  act,  they  have  a  claim  on  my 
gratitude.  I  re(}uest,  my  dear  sir,  that  you 
will  dedicate  an  mstant,  on  tbe  return  of  tbe 
post,  in  acknowUdging  the  receipt  of  thia 
letter;  and,  if  you  have  any  lellers  from  the 
family  at  Shields,  which  regard  ilieir  affiiirs 
ia  tbia  country,"— It  wiU  bt  for  Mr.  Stoat  to 
explain  these  letters,  to  represent  what  were 
the  affiairs  which  the  fiuni^  at  Shields  had  ia 
Ireland— Ibi  Itllera  wHh  itiptet  to  ^rtncb 
Mr.  JacksoB  had  a  hope  were  to  be  received, 

and  lo  be  transmitted-  He  proceeds  thus: 

"  you  cannot  too  soon  enclose  them  to  me,  as 
tfataminsitGoik  ait  about  to " 
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You  would  suppose,  from  wh:it  I  have  read, 
that  tbb  was  relative  lo  some  law-suit  tiiat 
tome  ferailsr^tSMeklK  kmd,  whiflk  wm  to  ba 
tried  at  the  assizes  at  Cork.   This  will  alto  bo 
40-  be  «xpLiioed  to  jou  bj  th«  [niioaer.  'i'ba 
litter tben  tfto.  ■«<  Tft  tht  etaiiM t4%wmy 
fym  (lays  I  will  rive  yow  some  iafonnation  re-  j 
epecttDg  tlie  bills  whick  you  commissioned 
me  to  present.  I  hope  your  lady  enjoys  better 
hedth;  Mid^  with  venraiooMW wishes  for  her 
Mid  your  happtness,  T  request  you  to  VKrllcve 
AM  jour  real  iriend,  Tbomas  PopkuitL"  Now  i 
Jwtr  Mr«  JmItsoii  flnae  t»  wnle  •bout  the  I 
fiuDDlly  at  Shields,  and  the  aflNiirs  at  the  aasizcs 
•I  Cork,  in  the  name  of  1  tK)mas  Popkins,  to  , 
lit.  Stone  in  Loodoo,  and  jret  that  Ur.  Stone  | 
ftbould  roiMuidtrftaad  hfs  fiM  iatcntiBna,  I 
confess  it  is  beyond  any  power  of  iniaeinattnn 
that  (  hwra  to  suggest.   He  proceeds  again 
tbu«:  **  I  must  request  you^—JP^  attcud  to  ; 
this,  gcnlkmcn — not  to  make  use  of  any 
of  the  addresses  I  left  jou" — 1  have  produced  ; 
those  addpesses— the  price  ami  nalure  of  | 
tite  articles  beio^  entirely  changed."   Now  I 
say  a^ain  it  will  be  (or  Mr.  Stune,  and  God 
grant  ne  may  be  able  to  do  so,  to  satisfy  you 
wtav  he  wm  aot  lo  emie  eccording  to  those 
ad^osc^,  in  cdnscquence  of  the  price  and 
Batureot'anv  and  what  arlicks  beios  eatirely 
ehanjpd.    With  respect  to  Mr.  Oilceyne's 
part  m  the  transactinn,  you  will  sec  how  his 
account  is  confirmed  by  every  taper  that  is 
produced.  Hie  letter  eootains  this  passage-- 
*'  Voti  will  have  the  goodnets  to  enclose  yoor 
letter  or  letters  lo  me  under  a  rover,  thus 
directed,  John  Cokayae,  eso.  Uy«k'»  Coliee. 
hottse,  Dsne-strset,  Dublin.* 

GenUemen  of  the  Jiwy,  if  Mr.  William 
Stone's  iadiscretiou  bad  been  such  as  never 
tisided,  oonsifleiiag  lis  macnitudc^  in  the 
breast  of  any  indiscreet  man  before — if  it  was 
not  cbecketf  by  the  advice  given  hiai,  which 
I  have  stated  to  have  been  given  to  lUm  iu 
the  bfghvmwof  this  business,  when  tbiM  Mr. 
Jackson,  with  reference  to  whose  proceedings 
in  this  country  no  iut'urmation  was  given  to 
gov^raen^  pm^  to  Irehndt-  fviih  the 
knowledge  of  Mr.  William  Stone,  what,  if  he 
did  net  know  Jackson's  purpeses,  must  liave 
been  eonduet^  Cwm  he  have  received  a 
kttsiy  thai  enifiinaUcaU  in  the  terms  of  it» 
thus  incapable  of  explanation  by  any  human 
being, whv  had  notbelore  known  the  circum- 
•tanOHy  IIm  knowledge  of  which  wouM  load 
to  the  true  expdanatiou  of  it?  What  would  he 
hsMre  dosie)  WoHld  he  have  ^nawesed  such  a 
lettov  as  Mr.  Jaeksonfa,  wriMsB  in  the  mime  of 
Thomas  Popkins?  Mr.  Stone,  however,  writes 
an  answer  in  the  naaie  of  William  Eoots, 
wMehjpoQsee  is  his  owa  name  backwards, 
directed  imder  cover  to  Mr.  Cokaync,  to 
whom  Mr.  Thomas  Popkius,  being  in  lact  Mr. 
Jackson,  the  clergymeo,  in  ireknd,  had  bo 
dhitBted  hhn  to  address  himself.  Dom  lie 
complain  in  this  letter  that  he  does  itot  un- 
derstand this  communicetion?  GeoUenien, 
Attend  to  Us  kum  hi  AMwert  UU  this;— 


Trial  of  WUUom  Stone  H  U)Q 

^  Dcai  %ir,  I  ye  steed  ay  wcetved  yqut's  of  the 
insiani;  1  am  happy  you  hod.^annfElfiQ 
agreeablgr  siliialcd  whm  you  am.   I  hsfm 
ceived  no  letter  for  you ;  but  tlic  day  aiicr 
you  left  me  I  received  one  to  siiy  your  iusi, 
Isttsrs  store  recciveik*'  I  callback  your  reco4> 
lection,  geailemen,  to  OM  ot  those  Iclltto 
firom  John  Uurford  Stone,  in  which  he  acr 
knowlfid»as  tiiat  this  hrsi  letter  bad  been  it> 
coivcd,  add  vhieh  hnd'gMen  great  isliifcrthn^ 
though  not  so  much  aa  titey  wished,  lift 
then  «aya-t-^  I  hav*  itceiared  aiMAher  eiwe, 
m  which  mine,  wu  nshnowmgni.*'  Koe, 
gentleuietty.  if  Mr.  Williitm  Stone,  uniler  the 
name  of  Eaols,  teils  Thomas  Popkins  that  be 
had  received  this  letter,  aud  that  he  had  tf* 
ceived  it  firom  Pcaaice,  what  are  we  to  sigi  to 
this  family  atl'uir  at  Shields  bcin^  dlscus-^eJ  at 
the  assizes  at  Uork,  when  you  see  that  tha 
letter  thai  hemftn  to  in  iMs  of  A^il  tim 
nth,  17Pi,  has  a  d'  >ct  copneaion  with  a 
letter  sent  Iram  Umfarti  sttope  pcevioMS  to  that 
ktterof  the  IftK  ef  April,  17M,  the  fact  of 
MSeiving  which  he  has  here  acknuwledgnl 
in  that  Utter  of  the  inhof  April? — "  I  bare 
received  another  aincc,  in  which  mme  was 
acknowledged.    Yuu  recolkct  that  I  »lale4 
a  Jetter  which  acknowlctlged  hi>  ulutli  { 
wrote  the  poet  a(tcr.  Gillet  was  wah  uh,  but 
nomemwtteras  made  of  mif  olliar.  I  faM 
not  made  use  of  what  you  left  with  me."— 
That  is,  the  addresses.-^^  What  a  wonderful 
change  there  is  in  tbe&milyl"  isti>iiii« 
family  at  ShieMs  ?  What  tiuniljr  at  Shiekfe  is 
it  that  has  these  affairs  ar  tlic  a8<oLze>  ut  Cork^ 
W  hat  family  is  it  that  there  m  a  i^iiaa^is^ 
which  Mr.  Stone  coukl  desctibe  In  SMhesmi 
matical  terms,  if  Mr.  Stone  was  acting  wuh 
any  such  intention  as  my  IrieutU  wilU  by-aMh 
by,  be  to  centend^l  hope  suoocmfuUy,  if  the 
case  will  hear  them  out  in  it — that  be  was 
acting  witli  throughout  this  buaiucss?  lie  pro 
ceed»~"  What  a  woodcrtul  cinuge  tikcre  a 
inthe&mily!  willat  tend  to  good I  cooCm 
I  think  liettcr  of  it  now  than  before     I  west 
what  voq  possess,  a  knowledge  of  thr  &«mal 
hfincBee  of  it,  to  &rm  a  proper  judlgmani  wt 
their  cor)diii-t  in  the  liivt  fracas."    Now  lh:s 
is  some  huniiy,  with  re^rcnce  to  which  a  is 
clear,  inm  Una  fetter  vnittcn  by  Wiihem 
Eoots,  titat  he  and  Mr.  Jackaon  rnual  hnnn 
had  .1  great  dtfal  of  conversation,  and  in  con- 
sequence  ot  that  conversation  lie  aiu&t  luve 
understood  that  Mr.  Jackson  IcMv  the  dcleil 
and  particubrs  of  their  circumstances.  Jack* 
son  roust  have  satithed  iatonp  that  tic  i.ir%r- 
stood  the  detail  and  particuters  of  thnm  nr* 
cumstaoces,  of  whlcli  Stone  ^tate&  in  this 
letter  that  Jackson  knew  so  much  oKirr  than 
he  did.   Nobody  can  doebt  what  this  related 
to,  who  knows  much  of  the  history  of  FreMi 
about  that  period.    We  recoUcct  tha*  change 
which  took  place  in  cunsoqueace  of  Daahm 
and  etbrrs  being  removed  about  this  timn 
from  the  qovernmrnt :  and  this  is  the  chsBiffl% 
i  submit  to  you,  that  is  here  aihided  to.  Im 
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taking  a  strange  turn,  if  H*e  tuke  iOU>  cmit  vie# 
the  great  whole. .  I  tense  to  wonder  at  any 
thing  :  we  seem,  I  think,  to  be  the  only  party 
resolved  1o  jgo  on  wub  vicour:  tbekidgof 
Prassfft  fublicljr  wntm  \m  &ioaii|^oBt'*iHi 
I  tliink  the  French,  M  Uw  emperor, 

•how  it  by  their  inactHMi.  Bui  to  whut  can 
the  proscription  now  setng  fortrard  in  Paris 
%eml^"  Now,  when  Mr.  Stone  speaks  about 
Paris  and  the  proscription  at  the  end  of  the 
Istter,  what  does  he  <nean  by  famUy  in  the 
lltgiHItajng  of  itf  Or  why  use  the  term  family, 
as  stigigeslcd  in  tlw  letter  by  Mr.  Jackson, 
mad  as  cooutoted  with  a  I'aniUy  in  Sliieids, 
mkH  htflmm  te  diiiKdiM  tbt  vikAM.  htmk% 
writing  about?  Hetbeoss^s — **f  really  feH 
n  kind  of  awe  in  Ihiaktog  bn  those  subjects, 
Md  see  erery  day  new  matter  to  aatonish  liie. 
W«are  altoMUy«r«U.  YmiuVhiMtlffiilyv 
W.  Boots. 

*  "P.  &  Sinee  wrllioK  the  abovtiy  I  have 
VBceived  » letter,  in  which  is— I  kate  rettiveS 

friend's  letters  ;  dndybtt  msi?  itU  him  that, 


trmg  given  ihettiQ  tkt  pr^ptr  fCf^Uf  kt 
future,  adMm  kkfriMdMiokoliM,  om 


ndt 


Now,  if  this  eont)nitnitcation  bad  only  a 
connexion  wish  the  individual  situation  of 
Mn  Hurford  Stone  iafHma,  why  irert: 
Hhi  *Jdi«sses  used  for  letters  prior  to  this, 
iahkh-had  been  addressed  to  John  Uurford 
filMfe,  and  tafN-eacnled  as  idhflng  only  to  the 
parltctilar  sitmtion  of  Hurford  Stune,  wliy 
were  the  addresses  of  tboiie  letters  to  be 
cluinged  in  future?  Witfiand  Stonfe,  under  the 
tiame  of  Enols,  a^lds — "  I  fetl  partindarly 
liappy  that  the  several  letters  have  been  re- 
ceive;  and,  1  truiit,  tlial,  even  in  the. peculiar 
dreomstances  of  thfe  fiMify,  thejr  wUl  produce 
.froper  effects." 

Gentlemen,  whilst  Mr.  Jackson  was  in  Ire- 
•ImiH,  as  you  ieelhat  he  hai  desired  that  Mr. 
William  Stone  should  transmit  to  him  any 
letters  that  came  from  abroad,  so  you  will 
liod,  in  point  of  fact,  that  the  letter,  which  I 
am  about  to  read,  coming  from  abroad,  he 
did  transmit  it  to  him,  and  he  transmitted 
it  to  him  again  under  the  feigned  name  of 
Knots. 

Genllenwn,  Ihis,  like  the  others,  is  ad- 
dressed by  Mr.  William  Stone  to  John  Cok- 
sbyna,  Hyde*^  OniMmiw,  MoiaHitreet, 
t)tibUn.  It  is  in  an  enclosure  to  this 
effect — "  I  received  the  enclosed  to-day:  I 
hare  not  heard  !>incc  I  last  wrote  to  you.  I 

am  yoiff's,  truly,  VV.  Enota."  •*To  Mr. 

Thomas  Popkins."  The  letter  contained  in 
it  is  a  foreign  letter,  directed — ^*  To  Mr.  John- 
eon,  at  MesartL  Laurence  sad  Co.  Mhuid» 
place,  Thames-street,  London."  You  will  find 
that  this  Mr.  Jackson  is  sometimes  called  Mr. 
Mnsdb.  This  letter  is  aiened  N.  M.:  h  is 
m  letter  that  plainly  comet  from  abroad,  and 
was  Iran sm Kted  to  Mr.  Jaduin ;  the  iODlmlB 
of  it  are  these : 

"  My  dear  friend— I  hate  fecMStd  your 


sooner  ibr  want  of  a  proper  opportunity:  all 
your  friends  hert  Mt  vwy  ^mI  to  find  ypu  are 
safe  arrived  after  your  long  aiul  disagreeable 
jav^nt  through  Wales  "  This  i»aU  full  of  enig* 
aw—*'  Th^  also  rejoiee  to  hear  that  Mit. 
Harris  is  likely  to  do  well  in  her  business; 
they  are  sensible  that  the  funds  she  sets  up 
with  bein^  but  triAing,  she  can*t  expect  to  do 
groat  matters  in  the  h^tnning,  but  they  are 
so  convinced  of  her  industry  and  cleverness, 
that  tliey  are  willing  to  usii»t  her  as  far  as 
they  wn  nble;  they,  therefore,  will  take  the 
firiit  opportunity  that  oflcrs  to  send  her  such 
a  sortmcnt  of  millineijrgoods"-^  very  strangp 
subject  to  write  to  a  dergyaMn  in  Istlaai 
upuii— "  as  will  enable  her  to  set  up  a  very 
handsome  shop ;  in  the  mean  time  »l>e  must 
midce  Iriends,  and  secure  as  many  ^ood  cus- 
tomers as  she  can ;  ihis  was  my  8avu;e  to  fitt 
when  last  I  saw  her,  and  her  friends  request 
that  I  should  here  rqieat  it.  The  two  friends 
she  mentions  hawejMAfatehad  thit|dMny«tt 
when  they  do,  you  may  depend  Upon  my 
showing  them  nil  the  civility  in  ogr  power." 
You  wOl  eto  4nm  the  endenee  «het  tliie 
means,  clenfly  and  distinctly,  persons  who 
were  to  g6  from  Ireland,  in  consequence  of 
this  conspiracy,  to  communicate  by  word  of 
mouth  that  which  could  not  be  so  safely  com* 
nuinicatcjl  by  letter;  namely,  the  particular 
circumstances  which  made  it  adviseable  for 
the  'Fieneh  te  invade  lidaad  nthdr  than  £ng« 
land.  The  letter  then  proceeds — "  I  shall 
take  care  tu  introduce  them  to  some  very  good 
company  of  this  neighboarhood ;  as  toon  as 
Mrs.  Harris  hM  prepared  every  thin^  for  he» 
new  ci^tabHshmeut  in  London,  I  thmk  she 
would  do  well  to  take  a  trip  to  Dublin,  and 
strive  to  raise  there  the  little  Bieoey  that  is 
due  to  her.  Not  one  of  the  letters  mentioned 
by  her  as  directed  from  London  to  Mr.  Horn 
h  eome  to  heads,  yet  this  mode  of  eonvev- 
ance  mUst  not  be  ne^Iected^latt  let  her  at  the 
same  time  write  to  Mr.  C —  or  to  me  di- 
rectly. Adieu,  itiy  dear  friend,  I  wish  yon 
and  that  lady  all  possible  happiness;  yours 
most  affectionately,  N.  M."  •*  P.  S.  Should 
Mrs.  Harris  go  to  Dubhn,  I  beg  she'll  prevail 
on  niy  younger  brother  Bohert  to  break  off 
at  leneth  the  foolish  partnership  he  has 
formeu  with  a  fellow  who  is  constantly  im* 
bosing  on  him,  and  keeping  all  the  ptoBis  to 
himself.  Should  my  brother  persist  in  his 
obstinacy,  T  shall  have  nothin{(  to  say  U>  hiaii 
but  leave  him  to  stnart  for  his  tolly ;  btit  if  fata 
folk)w9  ray  advice,  I  will  become  his  partner, 
send  him  goods,  and  supply  him  with  what- 
ever credit  he  wants  to  carry  on  business  on 
his  otra  betloia.*' 

Gentlemen,  these  letters  having  arrived  in 
Ireland,  Mr.  Jackson,  under  the  name  of  Pop- 
kins,  addresses  the  foHowtng  letter  to  La«p* 
rence  and  Company,  intended  for  Mr.William 
Stone ;  it  did  not  come  to  his  hands,  because 
it  will  be  proved  to  you  to  luive  been  laid  hold 
of  in  the  post-office. 

•^OaUuiythaSlst.QfApnl  Dear  ski  Ycg* 
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Vvdty  your  letter  wa»ddi«Cf«d  4o  fM.  t  am 

jplad  to  find  that  the  patterns  I  sent  have 
leached  the  persons  for  whom  they  were  in- 
twded,  ssfrom  the  silence  of  the  parties,  I 
concluiled  that  the  out-rider  had  neglected 
the  delivery  of  them.  I  do  not  sec  any  Ihipg 
in  the  late  change  of  fashions  which  alters  my 
opinion  of  the  subilit^  of  the  new  institution, 
particularly  as  the  principal  persons  who  su- 
perintend It  I  never  have  been  able  to  detect 
m  the  slightest  devtatioa  from  the  line  of  j 
cnnsistrn(  V  ;  ihc  rest  have  all  at  tiinrs  been 
sitspecteii  of  sini^iter  motives  and  lergiversa-  j 
tton.  The  sttte  of  mtnufiietttm  in  England,  | 
which  Your  friend  drew  out,  and  which  you  > 
so  obligingly  gave  me" — ^That,  gentlemen,  is 
the  paper  irom  which  Mr.  Jackson  drew  out 
his  impravecl  etele,  and  which  paper  Mr. 
Jackson,  writing  to  Mr.  Stone,  thtjs  de- 
scribes t — **  The  state  of  manufactures  in  Eng- 
haAf  which  your  friend  diew  oot^  end  whiui 
yoii  so  obligingly  nriive  me,  is  very  just  as  far 
as  it  relates  to  England  Now  what  the 
fauuraftctuiM  in  England  w»e,  will  remain 
to  be  explained  by  the  prisoner;  he  process 
thus:—"  But  the  prinriplos  of  the  people 
with  regard  to  traoe,  tiicir  upiiiions  as  to 
a  change  to  be  bnught  eboot  by  industry, 
and  CO-opf*ratin^r  cxprtinn.  are  so  totally  dif- 
tetcal,  as  to  throw  ail  compari&on  out  of  the 
question.  I  am  promised  by  %n  eminent  end 

very  sensible  nianullirtnrrr,  a  sl.itcinent  of 
tbo  manufacturing  branches  here  which  wiil 
gratify  you."  Oenllemeo,  I  shall  lay  before 
you  presently  the  statement  of  the  manu^- 
turinjr  branches  which  were  to  '^ratify  him ; 
the  :»Uilc{ucnC  of  these  manulactures,  fur*  j 
■itbed  by  that  eminent  person.  Popkins  then 
proceeds — "  I  sliall  obey  the  instructions" — 
Kow  I  beg  your  altentioD  to  thi»-~'*  I  shall 
•bey  the  instnietions  of  yoor  sistcMn-law,  by  | 
not  writing  to  her*' — Mr.  llurford  Stone  had 
■tid  ioa  letter,  that  he  desiretl  not  to  be  writ-  <i 
ten  fOf  htlhow  Mr.  Jackson  comes  to  answer 
Mr.  Stone  thus,  by  saying  in  effect  that,  be- 
cause Unrford  Stone  had  rx|>rp«;';cd  that  desire, 
be  would  obey  the  iu:!tniction&  of  the  itifer- 
In^Bv,  by  not  writing  to  her,  is  ineonpveben- 
sihlc,  itn!f>ss  you  inter  that  there  roust  have 
been  loHnite  communicalioo  between  Mr. 
Jedcson  end  Mr.  Stone  upon  the  subject  upon 
wliich  Mr.  Jackson  himself  wasenGajged,  and  i 
the  manner  in  which  ilvey  wrre  to  express 
themselves  to  each  other.  Popkius  again 
proceeds  thus:—**  Which  does  not,  however, 
preclude  mr  from  rcf]uesting  that,  when  you 
write,  you  will  roiuember  loe  in  the  most  af- 
Hftionate  manner  to  her  and  Mr.  Niehdw. 
Let  them  know  where  I  am,  and  that  I  atn 
doing  every  ihini*  iu  my  power  to  serve-Mr. 
Nicncdas,  aud  give  him  satia&etion  in  bring- 
ing his  affiiirs  to  the  issue  he  wishes."  That 
Mr. Nicholas  is  the  person  who  siots  N.M  — 
at  least  it  must  be  left  to  ^fou  lu  decide  whe- 
ther Mr.  Nkfanhe  is  not  that  person.  He 
then  goes  on  to  ^ny,  "  His  friends  here  have 
it  in  agi^tion  to  ^€{ui  a  pexeon,  on  whom  his 
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of  «;iif  h  covenants  ana  leases,  as  will  ?ho\r  the 
readiness  of  his  sister-in«law  here  to  come  im- 
mediately to  lerflM  widi  hnof  and  I  sboatf 
ailvi  e  a  junction  of  interest,  rather  linn  a 
tedious  cbttoceiy  smt.  I  wish  you  would  copy 
this  part  of  my  letter,:  and  send  lo  liim.  A 
few  uays  will  deckle  whether  the  perMO  go^ 
or  not;  if  he  should,  he  will  go  tmm  and 
the  tamiiy  here,"  ^now  here  is  a  Ixnii^y  in  Ire- 
land at  wdl  as  afiunily  in  ShickUf)  **  witli 
full  powers  to  treat  with  Mr.  Nicholas,  fioaUy 
settle  the  terms,  and  tbna  poA  en  end  to  c»» 
mity  and  litigation.  I  aaa  sore  the  medkas 
of"  a  third  pt  rsoii  is  all  that  is  w.mting  to  briog 
the  parties  perfectly  to  accord.  The  nuter-ia^ 
law  IS  adm'vably  disposed  to  a  recoociltatioQ ; 
I  hope  this  will  be  tSeettsA,  as  one  loteivian 
is  better  than  a  thousand  Icttf  r^  f  f  th**  [-^r- 
son  should  go,  Mr.  Nicholas  muai  receive 
bimai  bedeseme^  md  treat  Uns  aa  ha  will 
nerit. 

**  I  had  written  tlie  above  during  the  nq^ 
tiatjon  with  a  person  to  go  to  Mr.  Kicfaohe; 
he  has  this  morning,  the  34th  of  April,  de* 

cided  that  his  private  affairs  will  not  perrmt 
him.  I  shall,  therefore,  send  a  slalenientof  the 
family  expectationa  and  situation  here,  drawn 
itp  by  as  eminent  a  pleader  as  the  gentleotan 
who  composed  the  paper  io  £nglaoa.  I  shett 
set  outfbrCeric  Inaday  or  fewo;  hwn  whscH 

place  vnii  shall  lirar  from  me,  and  should  vou 
receive  any  intelli^nce  fronn  or  of  oor  friends, 
I  entreat  you  to  communicate  it  to  me  uodcr 
cover  lo  John  Cokayne,  esq.  to  be  left  at  the 
po?t  office,  Cork.  I  wish  you  would  wr'f 
tite  hr&t  post  day  to  your  aistcr-io-Iaw,  and 
deeire  her  to  inform  Mr.  Nicholas  that  to> 
morrow  I  send  off  two  Icltpr*'  for  him  firora 
his  friends  here,  cootaiiiius  optoiana  tho> 
roughly  considered,  and  welldigeetad  by  iba 
first  counsel  here;  as  such  he  may  .show 
them,  and  the  family  may  art  accordingly,  a« 
my  time  has  been  wiM>liy  employed  to' col- 
lecting them,  and  as  they  eome  fton  the  fni 
and  most  enlightened  sourreo,  !et  yoor  sistl^> 
in-law  desire  Mr.  Nicholas  to  look  out  iv 
tliein  as  matters  of  consequence;  they  eea* 
tain  the  rral  st:ite  of  tliu  ra-.c.  I  sincerrlr 
wish  your  happmcss,  and  tltat  of  yourtisnMl/, 
and  am  truly  yours,  Thomas  Popkms.**  **  On 
not  fail  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Nicholas  by 
the  means  of  your  sisler->ia>lawy  whM  X  has* 
written." 

Now,  gentlemen,  calling  back  your  attm- 

tion  to  the  addresses  which  were  left  w:lh 
Mr.Stooe  with  those  crosses  (which  are  the  aJ- 
dieeeiiiB  to  Chapeauronge  and  tfie  other  pcr»> 
sons  bcfi/rr  named),  you  soc  tljf"  p'kprr  which 
I  have  rcaiL  mcntious  Uiat  by  tnc  neat  post 
the  state  of  the  case,  drawn  up  by  an  aminciit 
pleader  and  counsel,  ceabwaing  all  thoso 
covenants,  leases,  Sec  were  to  he  s*T»t,  and  im 
ilun  icitcr  Mr.  Jackson  desires  Mr.  Stone  to 
inform  fait  lister-an-law,  as  he  expressaa  it  im 
this  letter,  of  that  fact.  These  leTtrr-!  wcr** 
wntten  in  raiiinnnijis^si  U      be  ^ved  is 
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ymi/of  persons  who  had  l»een  consulted  for 
the  express  purpose  of  goiug  over  from  Ire- 
land, feeling  tti<-  r  ni'  t!ieir  situation  loo 
niucb  to  do  so,  tuiii  ilmt  uMiuced  the  oeceMit/ 
of  a  wrfttwi  eoramitniaition. 

Gentlemen,  I  hold  in  my  hand  ft  letter 
containing  the  pleader's  state  of  the  cw^t^,  and 
wluch  was  .stopped  in  the  post-office.  It  is  a 
letter  addrcsseil  according  to  one  of  the  ad- 
dresses left  witJi  William  Sion«',  to  Mr.  Cliu- 
peaurouge,  merctiaul,  at  liamijurgh.  When 
you  open  it,  yea  find  the  cross  agreeably  to 
t!i  ad(!re-'>(;s  wliicli  were  left  with  Mr. 
btoue.  When  yoti  open  it  again,  you  find  ia 
it  words  to  this  effect — "  Remember  me  to 
Laignelot  and  our  friends/'  with  across  again. 
The  other  k-Mf  r  is  directed  to  M.  Daudtbus- 
caile;  the  oaiwaril  cover  is  addressed  to 
Messrs.  Texier  Angely  el  Ma.«sac,  a  Ainster- 
dixn  ;  this  fontciins  the  letter  directed  a  Mon- 
sieur UaudtbuscttiUc  at  Amsterdam,  which 
you  recollect  is  the  other  address  left  with 
Stone ;  and  here  is  also  the  other  cross,  and 
it  likewise  contnins,  as  well  as  the  other  (for 
there  were  duphcates  of  them),  ttiat  ^tate  of 
jthe  case  by  the  eminent  pleader,  which  has 
been  alluded  to. 

I  will  now  read  to  you  this  state  of  the  case, 
calling  back  your  attention  only  to  these 
thin';^ — tliut  Mr.  John  Hurford  Scone,  in  his 
letter,  converses  with  Mr.  William  btone 
about  the  house  concerns  in  the  manner  I 
have  pointed  out  to  you ;  that  I'opkins  ven- 
tures to  write  to  Mr  NN  illiain  Slune  in  the 
manner  I  hdve.  read  to  you  reUlivt;  to  tlie 
manufactures,  the  prices  changin<;,  and  the 
faniiiv  at  Shirlds,  and  other  par!u  ular>  T  have 
remarked  upon,  and  then  thai  describing  this 
paper  which  f  am  about  to  read,  herepiesents 
It  to  be  a  statement  of  the  manuncturing 
branches  in  Ircl.irul,  drawn  up  by  an  eminent 
manufacturer  and  an  ciuiueat  pleader,  upon 
:i»hich  the  family  are  to  act.  The  paper  is 
as  follows — "The  siiituion  of  England  and 
Ireland  is  fuodamentatiy  different  in  this — 
the  government  of  EneUmd  is  national,  that 
of  Ireland  provinri^il;  tne  inlt  rt  stof  the  first 
is  the  same  with  that  ot  the  people,  of  the 
Jast  directly  opposite.  The  people  of  Ireland 
arc  divided  into  three  sects — the  Established 
Church,  the  Di^^sentfrs,  and  tlu-  ("aUiolics. 
Jhe  first,  infinitely  the  smallest  portion,  have 
engrossed  besides  the  whole  cnurch  patro- 
M.i^e.  :dl  the  honours  and  profits  of  thf  coun- 
try exclusively,  and  a  very  great  share  of  the 
jaudcd  property.  They  are  of  course  Aristo- 
crats, adverse  to  any  change,  and  decided 
enrtnirs  of  tlic  French  TU'vuliition.  Tl.c  Dis- 
scHlirs,  who  arc  much  niurc  nunictuu*,  are 
the  most  enlightened  hudy  of  the  nati.^n; 
ihey  are  steady  ttcpuldicans,  devoted  to  li- 
berty, and  through  all  the  stages  of  the  Frcncii 
Revolution,  have  been  eimmsiasttcally  at- 
tached to  it.  The  Cathrdks,  tlic  grt  atbody 
of  the  people^  are  in  tlic  lo%vest  degree  of  ig- 
liorance  and  want,  ready  for  any  change,  be- 
cause no  change  can  mwc'theoi  wiHrsc.  The 
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whole  peasantry  of  Ireland,  tlie  most  op« 
pressed  and  wretched  in  Europe,  may  be  said 
to  be  Catholic.  They  have,  within  these  two 
years,  received  a  great  degree  oi  inlormaUoo, 
and  manifested  a  proportionate  degree  of  die- 
Content  hy  various  insuncctic-nf,  \'c.  they  are 
a  bold,  hardy  race,  and  make  excellent  ^oU 
diers.  There  is  no  where  a  higher  spirit  of 
aristocracy,  than  in  all  the  privn  1  orders, 
the  clergv  and  the  gentrv'  of  Irel and,  down  to 
to  the  very  lowest ;  to  countervaii  which  there 
appears  now  a  spirit  risinf  among  the  people 
which  ncvrr  f  xlsled  before,  Iml  winch  is 
spreading  most  rapidly,  as  appears  by  the  de- 
fenders as  they  are  called,  and  other  insur- 
gents. If  the  people  of  Ireland  be  4,500,000, 
as  it  seems  probable  they  are,  the  K^taMishcd 
Church  may  be  reckoned  at  4.'>0,(x>0;  Uic 
Dissenters  at  900,000 ;  the  Catholics  at 
3,150,000.  The  prejudices  of  the  English 
nation  arc  adverse  to  the  French,  under  what' 
ever  ftrm  of  govennMOt  It  seems  idle  to 
suppose  the  present  rancour  against  the 
French  is  owing  merely  to  their  beine  repub- 
licans;  il  has  been  cherished  by  the  nianiicrs 
of  four  centuries,  and  a^ravated  by  continual 
war?.  It  is  morally  certain  th.nl  any  invasion 
of  England  would  unite  all  ranks,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  invtderst  in  Ireland,  a  conquered, 
oppressed  and  insulted  rc>nnlry,  the  name  of 
England,  and  her  power,  isunivcrsaliy  othous, 
save  wiUi  those  who  have  an  interest  iu 
maintaining  il;  a  body,  however,  formidable 
only  from  situation  -ivA  property;  but  which 
the  first  convulsion  would  level  in  the  dust; 
on  the  contrary,  the  great  bulk  of  Ihc  people 
would  be  ready  to  throw  off  tlie  yoke  in 
country,  if  tbey  saw  any  force  sufliaently 
stmng  to  resort  to  for  defence,  until  arrange- 
ments could  be  made.  The  dissenters  are 
cnemif  «i  to  the  English  power,  from  rra«?on 
and  rcHcclion.  The  Catholics  from  a  haired 
to  the  English  name.  In  a  word,  the  preju- 
dices of  one  cotmtrv  arc  dirroily  adverse 
of  the  other,  directly  favourable  to  inva- 
sion. The  government  of  Irchmd  is  only  to 
be  looked  upon  as  a  governmrnl  of  forcf. 
The  moment  a  superior  force  appears,  it  would 
tumble  at  once,  as  being  neither  founded  in 
the  interests,  nor  in  the  afTeclions  of  tfu> 
}icoplc.  It  may  be  said  the  people  of  Ire  land 
show  no  )x>litical  exertions.  In  the  first  place 
public  spirit  ts  completely  depressed  hy  the 
recent  prosecutions  of  scvi  ral,  the  Convention 
act — Gunpowder  bill,  6cc.  dec.  Declarations, 
therefore,  of  government,  of  grand  inries,  or 
parliamentary  unanimity,  all  proceeding  from 
aristocrat.*!,  whotr  int«-'-t;sl  is  ;ulvcr!^c  to  that 
of  the  people,  and  wi>o  thmk  such  conduct 
necessary  tor  their  own  security,  are  no  ob- 
stacle?—the  weight  of  such  men  ral]<  in  the 
general  wcllare,  and  their  own  tenantry  and 
dependants  wonid  desert  and  turn  against 
them,  Tl  i(!  |)copIc  have  no  ways  of  expressing 
their  discunt-nts  cirilitirr,  wliich  is  al  the 
same  time  gixaily  aggravated  bv  those  mea- 
sures, and  tliey  are,  on  the  other  haad^  in 
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others  the  best  adapted  for  making  war.  The 
spirit  of  Ireland  cannot  theref  ore  be  calculated 
from  nevrspaper  publicationb,  county  inuet- 
ifig9,  6ec.  &c.  at  which  the  gentry  only  meet, 
and  speak  for  thcnist  Ives;  they  arc  so  situated 
that  they  have  but  one  way  left  to  make  their 
MOtinients  known,  that  is,  by  war.  Hiechiirch 
estnblishnient  and  tithes  nrc  very  severe 
grievances,  and  have  been  the  cause  of  num- 
berless local  insurrections;  in  a  word,  from 
feason,  reflexion,  interest  ])ir^iidice,the  spirit 
of  change,  the  misery  of  the  great  btilk  of  the 
nation,  and  above  all,  the  hatred  of  the  Eng- 
lish name,  resulting  nom the  tyranny  of  new 
seven  centuries,  there  seems  little  doubt  but 
an  invasion  would  be  supported  by  the  peo- 
ple ;  the  militia,  the  hnm  of  whom  tre  catho- 
JiciL  would,  to  a  moral  certainty,  refuse  to  act, 
if  they  saw  such  a  force,  as  th^  oouki  look  to 
for  support." 

This  is  a  statement  of  the  law  suits,  and 
the  manufactories,  which  Mr.  Jfickson  de- 
scribes in  a  letter  that  he  had  ventured  to  ad- 
dress to  Mr.  Stone,  to  that  Mr.  Stone  who  had 
written  to  that  Mr.  Jackson  by  the  name  of 
Popkinp,  and  who  had  written  to  that  Mr. 
Jackson  by  the  name  of  Popkins  after  he  had 
received  from  him  a  letter  relative  to  family 
conrprn^  at  Shi«-ld«,  and  the  afiairs  of  llic 
£&miiy  of  bhiehls  in  that  country,  in  which 
Mr.  Jackson  then  was,  I  mean  Ireland;  it  is 
for  y  ii,  not  for  me,  to  draw  the  inferences 
from  the^c  facts,  pregnant  as  they  appear  to 
mc  with  important  inferences. 

OenUemen,  you  may  recollect  that  1 1  av« 
slated  to  you,  that  a  l«»tr(»r  was  written  by  .Mr. 
John  Htnford  f:?tone,  in  the  name  of  Benjamin 
Beresford,  the  contents  of  which  I  slated. 
You  will  now  find  aii'-ilirr  letter  in  the  nnmc 
of  Popkins,  for  this  Mr.  Jackson  writes  in  tlie 
Bameof  Popkins,  to  Switzerland,  as  well  as  to 
England,  to  the  following  effeet ;  and  when yun 
come  to  hear  Xhis  fetter  re^d,  and  to  compare 
it  With  the  letter  of  Uie  lllli  of  June,  sighted 
Benjamin  Beresford,  you  will  see  plainly  that 
it  is  an  an'swcr  to  that  letter  of  the  11th  of 
June,  whicii  was  unquestionably  communt- 
eated  to  Jackson  through  Mr.  WHItam  Stone. 

"  Dtibliii,   24th  Apiil.    Sir,  you  are  re- 

J [nested  to  see  Mr.  Madgelt  tlucctJy,  and  in* 
orm  him,  that  this  evening  two  papers,  con- 
tau^ing  the  opinion  of  the  m-st  counsel  in  this 
kingdom." — You  observe  that  this  commu- 
nication is  nude  both  directly  to  Switrerland, 
and  likewise  to  William  Ktonc  here  in  Eng- 
land— "  relative  to  his  family  law-suit,  arc 
sent  off  to  him  by  the  post.  Mrs.  Madgetl's 
friend  has  been  wholly  ore  u pied  since  his  ar- 
riral  here  in  obtaining  those  opinions,  attend- 
ing diflercnt  consultation^,  and  collcctin;; 
what  is  nuw  hcnt,  as  a  real  ca!-c  in  point. 
Your  brother  in-law,  with  whom  the  triend 
of  Madgctl  h:i'<  had  frequent  confrrence?,  -»p- 
provcs  the  omnions  sent,  as  coniummg  the 
optAioni  of  all  good  and  honest  lawyers  on 
theaulgect.  M^tt  mj  th««fon  proceed 
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ywi  will  percf  ivc  the  way  of  otOWtding  f  r 
the  reroven,'  of  the  family  rottune!— "by 
hostile  or  pacific  means,  as  he  and  his  friends 
1  think  proper. — I  am,  sir,  your  humble  i«w 
vant,  llifjmas  T'opkins. — N.  B.  Your  brother- 
in-law  has  wnltea  tu  your  wife,  in  order  to 
ind  out  the  set  of  your  ebiM^I  am  t»M  dM 
it  is  avcry  fine  boy.**— Gcntlenu  n  r  f  the jury, 
you  will  likewise  find  that  the  letter  is  ad- 
dressed by  Thomas  Popkins  to  Mr.  Beresford, 
and  addressed  according  to  the  direction  con- 
tained in  the  letter  of  John  Hurford  Stone,  to 
which  I  before  alluded;  namely,  that  the 
American  friend's  letters,  and  Willwm  Stone*!  . 
letters,  were  to  be  addrcs5.cd  to  Rerc«-ford,  to 
the  care  of  Louis  Bourcard  and  Co.  at  fiaak, 
in  9witserland ;  and  it  Is  clearly  and  otwiewh 
an  answer  to  that  letter  of  Mr.  John  Hvftfi 
Stone  liim<-elf,  of  the  1  !lh  of  June,  which  » 
subscribed  m  liic  name  of  Benjamin  Berejt 
ford. 

Gentlemen  of  thr  jury,  havin!:  r'^ad  toyoo 
these  several  papers,  tor  the  purpose  of  a* 
decfourtn^  to  enable  yon  to  comprehend  An 
rahc,  as  it  is  laid  before  you  ;  I  have  now  lit- 
tle more  to  say  to  you  upon  the  fiibjcci  with 
respect  to  the  papers,  except  to  slate  this,  tb»t 
it  may  possibly  be  said  that  Mr.  William  Stooe 
might  (I  thinic,  after  the  paper?  have  heen 
read  to  you,  you  probably  may  think  it  tm- 
fosMble)  but  it  may  be  said  tiiat,  indefMO» 
dent  of  thc^c  papers,  Mr.  William  Ston^^  n'r'il 
poseibly  conceive  that  his  brother,  John  Hur- 
rord  Stone,  was  ceally  attached  to  the  iolemb 
of  Inland;  that,  being  really  attMhed  t» 
the  interests  of  England,  he  had  enfjased  his 
IroiUer  William  Slouc  to  aid  and  assiH  mth€ 
purposes  of  Mr.  Jackson,  whose  pttrposestft 

clf  ar  as  day  light;  hut  that  WiHi.im  Stout 
had  some  project  in  common  with  bisbrotber, 
not  hostile  to  the  red  interests  of  Sn^hnd.— 
Gentlemen,  I  do  not  know  how  such  a  prop> 
fition  as  that  is  to  he  shaped  in  the  defence— 
because  1  state  it,  with  great  deference  to 
those  who  are  to  advise  you  ami  direct  yoo  in 
point  of  law  by-and  hy,  that  if  this  evidence 
shall  salistv  you,  that  Mr.  ^VUliam  SKne 
knew  that  Mr.  Jaiikson  was  here  for  tm  for^ 
}'o>r  of  communicating  intelligence  respecting 
the  state  of  this  country,  to  the  enemies  of  tt; 
or  respecting  the  slate  of  Ireland,  to  its  ene* 
mies,  for  the  purpose  of  informing  tht  ene* 
mies  of  this  country,  and  that  cwintry,  from 
what  attacks  they  might  abstain,  and  wiiat 
enterprises  they  might  undertake,  andcoo- 
municitin^  therefore  for  their  aid;  I  am  not 
aware  how  any  proposition  can  be  ststed, 
that,  under  the  cimunstaooes  yea  hare  hetfi^ 
caa  liberate  Mr.  Stone  from  the  consequences 
til  <t  aitach  upon  the  guilt  chai^psd  in  tlui 
rccui d. 

But,  gentlemoi,  it  appears  to  me  (Cod 
ffranl  I  may  turn  otit  Hnally  to  be  mistafcro  in 
this),  that,  if  the  propositioii  could  be  staled 
that  he  meant  a  beno&t  to  llria  eouMy. 
.utterly  and  abaototelyjnipnaMfcto  tiMtlt  m 
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William  Stone  received  Mr.  Jackson,  he  knew 
from  his  brother,  actually  living  in  France, 
whatever  his  dispositions  might  be  either  to- 
wards Frtnce,  or  towsrds  England,  that  a  per- 
waacomint^ovpr  tothti.  emtntry  ft  r  t!-!-  pur- 
pose of  oiiikiug  iu(]uiries  with  reaped  to  the 
state  of  this  country,  and  with  respect  to  the 
state  of  Ireland,  to  be  communieated  to  llie 
French  governmeat.  If  his  brother's  situa- 
tion Wis  such,  as  to  induce  him  from  any  cir- 
cumsUnces  that  had  rdalion  to  that  situation, 
to  feci  an  inrli nation  to  i.rovont  an  invasion 
of  thiscouiiiry,  he  liau  ashort  mode  of  acting; 
hotit  was  not  by  consulting  persons  for  the 
purpose  of  handing  over  to  Mr.  Jackson,  re- 
preaeoted  as  an  Aoaericao  merchant,  the  si- 
Untioii  of  tiik  eooBtry  to  be  communicated  to 
France — it  was  not  by  carrying  on  a  corre- 
spondence in  the  name  of  Enots,  with  Mr. 
Jackson,  in  the  name  of  Popkins ;  or  denying 
the  fiut  of  havioji  bad  that  conespondence ; 
nor  wr\^  ii  by  receiving  such  communications 
iVoui  hiiR,  as  he  did  receive  from  Ireland, 
or  actually  promoting  with  reference  both  to 
England  and  Ircl:ind,  the  views  of  Mr.  Jark- 
•Opt.  IL  Mr.  Jackson  was  to  communicate  for 
the  benefit  of  France,  Mr.  Stone  has  violated 
the  allegiance,  which  he  owes  to  this  country, 
in  a!-sisling  Mr.  Jackson  in  making  the  com- 
niuuications.  If  it  was  possible  to  &ay  Uiat 
Mr*  Stone  verily  believed  that  a  communica- 
tion coulti  !  inade  for  the  interest  of  Fn;'- 
land^  in  tins  sense  for  the  interest  of  England 
that  It  would  present  the  French  from  making 
the  invasion  with  llial  temerity  with  whitii 
they  meditated  an  invasion,  is  it  possible  to 
contend  lli;tt  he  meant  no  more?  \Vh.tl  are 
we  to  say  for  Mr.  Stone,  when  he  continue!) 
(under  all  the  cautions  ho  rcceivrf);  i  i^  as- 
sistance to  Mr.  Jacki>un  after  he  went  tu  Ire- 
land f  How  is  this,  by  possibihtjr,  to  be  ac- 
counted for,  consisieBUj  with  an  innocent  bt- 
lentiofi? 

Buty  gentlemen,  the  ease  in  my  opinion  is 
put  beyond  all  doubt  in  another  respect ;  IV  r 
there  wil!  he  laid  before  you  letters  mucli 
earlier  than  Uiat  of  the  22nd  of  November, 
1703— letters,  which  I  told  you  I  should  in 
some  measure  <^tate  towards  the  close  of  what 
I  had  to  address  to  you,  an  which  it  will  ap- 
poar  that,  lo  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  William 
Stone,  Mr.  John  Hurford  Stone  was,  as  I  he> 
fore  staled  it,  ibron^hoiit  :\  Frenchman— 
throughout  wedded  lo  ilic  inici  tat  ofFrancc  ; 
writing  of  the  tntireits  of  England  as  the  in> 
terests  of  tbc  enemy,  and  writmg  of  the  forces 
of  England  as  the  forces  of  the  enemy  of  his 
oovntry.  You  will  find  this  in  several  letters 

fointedly  and  distinctly  put  by  John  Hurford 
tone  to  Wilham  Stone :  you  will  tiud  that  in 
letters  he  states  what  may  be  for  the  benefit 
of  France,  and  what  may  not  bet  you  will 
find  that  he  5«iate<^  Itow  «re,  is  he  ejipresses  it. 
mean  to  treat  iioiland,  in  order  to  avoid 
giving  oflHKo  to  jrev;  you  wiU  find  that  he 
8liai»hfw«itfeto«tiKlctho«wiii7jii  iba 
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north,  and  the  armies  of  the  enemy  in  the 

north,  coiiiisling.  among  othr  r  troops,  of  the 
troops  of  England  :  in  a  word,  without  going 
through  this  part  of  the  case  particularly,  by 
reading  all  the  letters,  I  shall  put  it  to  you  as 
a  rircumstancc  of  fiict,  bearing  strongly  upon 
the  conclusion  wlucli  you  are  to  draw  from 
the  other  circumstances,  which  I  have  stated, 
thai  it  is  clear  from  the  papers  to  be  produced 
to  you,  thai  William  Stone  could  not  doubt 
that  John  Hurford  Stone  was  engaged  in  pro- 
moting the  essential  interests  of  France. 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I  told  you  tliere 
was  no  communication  with  guvcrnmtnt 
after  the  39d  of  November,  1793,  the  date  of 
the  first  letter,  which  speaks  distinctly  of 
tliosc  things  which  X  have  mentioned,  and 
speaks  of  the  French  as  meditating  an  inva> 
sion  into  this  country.  You  will  liud  among 
the  papers  that  were  seized  (and  I  do  not 
mean  at  ]>reseul  lo  produce  any  utiicr  than 
tiuise  whKh  are  put  into  my  hands  in  con* 
sequence  of  that  procecdiuf:),  a  IcUtr  from 
Mr.  Pitt.  That  letter,  you  will  sec,  refers  to 
a  letter,  and  to  some  eitracts  of  letters,  which 
bad  been  communicated  in  April,  IT  OS,  or 
thereabouts,  by  Mr.  William  Stone  to  Mr, 
Pitt.  The  extracts  arc  found  upon  the  seiaurf 
in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Stone.  I  shall  pro- 
duce those  extracts  ;  it  will  be  for  you,  gen- 
tlemen, to  compare  those  extracts  with  the 
general  contents  of  the  letter?,  from  which 
ib.t  vare  rxtnicts  ;  and  it  will  be  for  ynu  to 
delermme  whether  iii  April,  179;},  Mr".  Wil- 
liam Stone  meant  to  give  boni  Jide  information 
to  those,  who,  at  least  in  this  respect  may  be 
fairly  stated  as  the  peri-uiis  who  ought  lo  be 
considered  as  at  the  head  of  aft'airs  in  the 
cotti  try,  and  who  are  bound  by  the  mostSO> 
lemn  obligation*?  lo  protect  the  liberties,  con- 
stitution and  properly  of  Englishmen,  against 
meditated  invasions.  That  letter  which  is 
alluded  to  in  this  letter  of  Mr.  Pitt,  which  is 
put  into  my  hands  by  the  effect  of  the  warrant 
to  seize  papers,  1  buave  not  to  produce;  and 
it  Will  occur  to  you,  and  to  all  who  hear  me, 
th  ita  communication  may  be  made  nnder 
circumstances  in  which  it  is  fitter  thui  tiiu 
letter  should  be  called  out  of  the  hands  of  the 

Eerson,  who  bus  it  by  process  directed  to 
im  from  tbosc  who  addressed  the  letter  to 
bim;  than  by  process  directed  to  him  on  the 
part  of  those  who  conduct  this  prosecution. 
That  letter  may  he  called  for,  and,  if  it  is, 
there  is  no  objection  to  the  production  of  it. 
Uavini;  slitcd  myself  tb\is  with  respect  to 
that  letter,  I  do  not  think  myself  nt  liberty, 
for  the  very  reason  wiiitli  I  have  been  inti- 
mating, to  bay  one  word,  at  present,  upon 
the  contents  uf  thai  letter. 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I  have  thus  opened 
to  you,  with  a  good  deal  uf  detail  (I  hope  not 
with  more  than  will  be  necessary  for  your 
understanding  this  important  case),  Mj'-b  ci|w 
cumitaoces  as  may  lead  the  court  and  the 
jury  to  a  true  undetaiaadiojg  of  it.  I  speak 
l»  :riii  min  aa  iiopiaQiof^  whichi  as  a 
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prosecutor,  possibly  I  may  be  too  ready  to 
conceive.  It  is  the  great  blessing  of  English- 
men that  they  have  a  tribunal  to  resort  to, 
which  can  protect  them  againsl  the  imsKres- 
sions  which  tho«e  who  prosecute  receive  from 
their  view  of  the  case.  It  is  the  great  blessing 
of"  the  country  that  it  can  -^ho  refer  to  a  tribu- 
nal, wliich  is  fully  able  lu  examine  the  grouuds 
of  lhat  reasoning  which  the  prisoner's  Muoael 
mny,  on  the  Other  band,  attempt  to  oiieron 
his  behalf. 

Gentiemen,  you  owe,  upon  this  occasion, 

a  great  and  important  duty  to  tbr  gentleman 
at  the  bar ;  you  owe  to  yourselves,  to  your 
posterity,  to  your  country,  and  to  h\m,  a 
verdict  of  acquittal,  unless  you  are  satistied 
that  he  has  violated  the  stattilc  of  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  Edward  3rd,  and  satisfied  by  such  evi- 
dence as  the  law  of  England  requires  to  be 
applied  to  a  charge  founded  upon  tnat  statute. 

But,  nn  the  other  hand,  gentlemen,  you 
roust  allow  nieto  say  that,  dear  as  all  the  io- 
teresU  of  Mr.  Stone  are  to  him,  there  is,  in 
this  sort  of  tiisc,  without  all  doubt,  an  in- 
terest most  obvious, an  interest  uiustvaluable 
to  your  country  committed  to  you.  If  by 
such  evidence,  you  should  be  satisfied  of  the 
truth  of  tiie  clarge,  it  will  be  equally  your 
duty  to  yourselves,  to  your  posterity,  to  God, 
and  your  tonjicicncc?^,  to  give  tliat  verdict 
which  the  law,  in  that  case,  requires  from 
you.  I  cannot  retire  from  this  part  of  my 
outj  without  saying  that  I  hope,  because  a 
prosecnlor  ought  to  hope,  as  the  law  of  his 
country  hopes,  that  a  satisfactory  account 
of  thishunness  may  he  given  by  Mr.  Stone, 
nnrl  thnt,  such  satisfactory  account  having 
been  given,  he  may  have  a  good  deliverance. 
On  the  contrary,  gentlemen,!  am  bound,  and 
(painful  as  it  is  to  me  to  feel  tfic  obligation, 
»nd  to  act  upon  it),  1  say  I  am  bound,  if 
justice  between  Llie  country  and  the  prisoner 
will  not  permit  a  verdict  of  acquittal  to  be 

f;iven,  arcnrding  to  my  flntv,  to  ask,  at  your 
mmh,  on  behalf  of  the  coimtry,  a  verdict  oi 
guilty. 


EvinrxcE  fob  Tin  Cuown. 

Mr.  Tkoauu  Maclean  swoni .-^Examined  by 

Mr.  Law. 

You  are  one  of  his  majesty'^  messengers,  I 
believe  Yes. 

Did  you  at  any  time  make  a  seizure  of  any 
papers  at  Mr.  William  Stone's  ? — Ves,  on  the 
Sra  of  May,  in  the  year  1794,  in  the  evening, 
I  went,  together  with  Mr.  Lauzun,  to  the 
housr  of  Mr.  William  Stone  at  Old  ford,  and 
took  lam  into  custody. 

Lorrl  /Ceit5«n.^Where  isOH  Ford?— Near 

lNr<;u'll')ctnn. 

WliCfC  did  you  find  these  papcrsf  showing 
the  wHness  the  following  papers  c  No.  1,  A ; 

No.  1,  No.  2,  No.  3,  No.  1,  Xu.  5,  No.  6,  No 
No,  B,  No.  o.  No.  10.]?— in  the  house  of 
Mr.  VS  liham  Stone,  at  Old  Ford. 

Mr.  Xfla».<— Mosi  of  .these  tocteci  an  aA- 
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dressed  to  Lawrence  and  Company :  we  will 
now  call  Mr.  Lawrence  to  prove  that  these 
letters  were  delivered  unopened  to  Mr.  Stooe. 

Mr.  Thomct  Lawrence,  sworn  -^Eiamincd  If 

Mr.  Garrow. 

Were  yon  at  any  time  engaged  in  tratieasa 
partner  with  Mr.  Wiiliaia  bloue? — \e». 

^^  licre  was  your  house  of  bustBcsS?— 
Rutland-plat  e,  rpiicr  Thame?- street. 

In  the  course  of  your  business  did  you  re- 
ceive certain  letters,  by  the  foreign  mails,  ai- 
drc'  scd  to  the  bou>c  by  the  firm  of  Lawrence 
and  Company  ?  Yes. 

By  the  course  of  the  house  to  whom  were 
letters  so  addressed  delivered?— Tbej  was 
left  for  Mr.  William  Stone. 

When  you  say  left,  do  3'on  mean  un- 
opened by  the  otlier  partners  in  the  house P  — 
Left  unopened  by  any  body  else,  for  Mr. 
William  Stone. 

As  far  as  you  knew  was  that  the  umvemi 
course,  or  did  it  ever  happen  that  any  of 
these  letters  were  opened  hy  any  other  per- 
sons } — I  never  knew  an  in!»tauce  oi  iutn  oc- 
ing  opened  by  any  liody  but  him. 

Are.  you  acquainted  with  the  iMiid-writin:; 
of  Mr.  John  Hurford  Stone? — I  have  seen  hu 
hand>wnting,  but  am  not  snAciesrtly  ae* 
quainted  with  it. 

Did  you  ever  see  him  write?-—!  have. 

Did  you  correspond  with  him  ?---!  did  not, 

Mr.  Joku  linlmcs  sworn.- --Exaxiuueii  by  Mr. 

Wood. 


Arc  you  acquainted  with  the 
of  John  Uurford  Stone  f — I  have  seen  bus 

write. 

Be  so  good  as  look  at  these  letters  -Da 
you  believe  them  to  be  Jdm  Uuffbid  8MBe*s 

hand-writing  ? 

[The  wiiin'-s  inspctled  the  letters  identdied 
by  Mr,  Maclean,  and  said  he  believed  them 
to  be  the  hand-writing  of  John  Smftid 
Stonc.j 

Mr.  £rsftfite.-»Hoir  long  is  it  ainee  yea 
saw  this  gentleman  write?— Ii  is  inclvt  m 

thirteen  years. 

[No.  t.  A,  read.] 

Parit,  IndFeb.,  179S. 
"  Dear  Brother;— I  have  only  3  mtmttcs 
to  write,  by  a  gentleman  who  is  depwliaf 

for  England,  icsterday  are  declared  wrcr 
against  you  in  due  form,  with  the  ttenernl  mf^ 
probation  and  general  regret :  this  am  mart 
than  you  expected,  but  the  patience  ^  iia 
Frmcfi  ji  as  exhausted:  and  uou-  (hf 
committed  to  the  last  resource— -ermt.  Mid- 
land it  it  expected  will  he  ta  oar  pemr  in « 
xtrt/  sfirft  time  ;  and  this  nil!  fiKth  hrimig  il 
seith  England  to  a  short  coMttuion.*     >  ■ 

♦  The  reader  will  observe,  that  where  the 
papers  read  arc  printed  part  in  Ttafic  sod  p«rt 
at  Uoumn  letters,  the  parts  in  Itahc  were 
rand  at  the  inslanoe  of  tM  AtUmMy  ^  ^* 
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Mr.  We  do  not  want  any  more  of  it 

read. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Atiair. — Wc  must  have  the 
whole  of  the  ietlcrs  read;  we  have  not  seen 
them. 

Lord  Kenyon.-^Thc  whole  must  be  read. 
fThe  vMt  of  the  letter  read.] 

**  Tlic  ni.inuf.  wi!l  be  our?  as  soon  as  a  little 
anangenit.  is  settled  with  respect  to  some 
^little  neck  of  land.  I  have  drawn  at  two 
months  for  5911,,  which  must  be  deposited 
when  the  ofiVr  is  made  ;  what  more  will  be 
necessary  1  cannot  now  say;  but  if  the 
cbange  shall  fall  much  ]ower»  which  I  do 
not  believe,  as  it  is  now  100  per  ct.  profit,  I 
will  draw  for  3  or  300  more;  it  is  likely  that 
conefpondenoe  will  be  inueh  impeded,  if  not 
stopped  :  you  may  write,  howew,  M I  shutt: 
there  is  a  certainly.  Adieu 

Yours,  Sec,  I.  H.  S. 

At  tfait  moment  they  are  passing  decrees 
iat  the  protection  of  English  merchants  and 
their  pTopert}' ;  as  also  whetlicr  the  niini>^irr 
of  war  shall  be  dismissed.  Wc  continun,  butii 
town  and  country,  in  the  state  ot  the  greatest 
tr^nqitiility.  Thiswarand  the  king's  death 
uoues  ail  parties. 
**  Mr.  Wm.  Stone,  Rutbad  Pkce» 

Thamea  Street,  London." 

[No.  1,  read.] 

"  Dear  Sir  ;  Your  letter  of  the  12lh,  wLicli 
arrived  ycslerday,  was  a  great  relief  to  me,  as 
you  may  judge,  from  my  not  having  reonftd 
tMy  answers  down  to  the  S4tli  October, 
wmch  you  acknowlcd:;^^ ;  '-ince  then  you  will 
iiave  received  others;  ilie  last  containing 
Inlla  drawn  by  Bercsford  on  yourself  to  the 
amount  of  .100/. ;  and  one  by  C.  Williams  on 
Colter,  of  60/.,  1  recommend  to  your  {>arli- 
cular  attention,  as  the  moUves  by  which  I 
then  urged  the  negiK  laliuu  and  the  purchase 
of  Trencli  bills  are  very  much  increased.  The 
drawer's  name  may,  in  the  present  ca&c,  stand 
(or  my  own;  and  what  you  receive  on  his  ac- 
count you  may  purchase  there,  as  it  is  ditll- 
cult  to  do  any  busmcss  here  of  that  kind  wuh- 
oat  immense  loss.  I  have  already  meotioiaed 
to  you  some  of  the  rruiscs  of  the  delay  of  the 
consignment  for  the  ^OOl. ;  and  you  will  by 
this  time  be  perfectly  apprized,  it  is  certainly 
a  great  misfortune,  but  very  remediable,  and 
I  believe  will  not  prevent  trsc  progress  of  the 
trade.  I  mentioned  tu  you  abo  liiat  you 
would  hear  the  full  partiouIarB  Irom  Ham- 
burgh, whitli  will  he  the  r:isr-,  that  is  the 
only  chaDncl';  some  part  is  arrived  there,  and 
the  rest  will  follow ;  m  course  my  advanuges 
on  it  continue  Uie  same. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  hm  yoiihaveheen  much 
indisposed  ai  liuuu  ,  and  hope  iliut  your  next 

in  support  of  the  pro^crtnion,  the  remainder 
at  the  desire  of  the  prisoner's  counsel ;  but 
when  the  whole  leftefv  am  vniiletf  io  Soman, 
the  whole  were  read  at  DO  W^Mt  ofthe 
AUorucy  General. 
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y  letters  will  bring  me  the  pleasing  iotelligehce 
that  every  one*  is  got  established.  I 
have  had  a  little  touch  of  the  cjout,  which  has 
only  contincd  ine  a  little  at  komc,  but  have 
now  got  well  rid  of  it.  I  am  also  sorry  for 
those  aboininnMc  ;nlvance«,  of  which  you 
speak,  tu  Bfcudwood  and  Crawfonl,  for  I  was 
m  hopes  that  whatspareeash  you  might  have 
you  Would  have  been  able  to  send  lirrf,  at 
about  ten  times  the  advantage  it  can  be  cm- 
ployed  there ;  on  this  head  you  will  observe 
that  I  have  been  very  modest,  since,  I  believe, 
that  except  the  300/.,  which  ought  not  to  be 
reckoned,  since  I  have  not  touched  a  shillinz, 
and  of  which  I  had  not  the  slightest  doubt 
but  you  would  receive  the  full  indemnification 
lone  before  the  payment,  you  will  not  have 
paid  for  me  in  the  course  of  the  year  more 
that)  fifty  pounds;  and  this  whilst  I  have  had 
two  estaLli«ihments  to  f«irm  and  support,  of  no 
small  weight  and  future  imj>ortance :  I  do  not 
reckon  iiraeed  what  you  have  advanced  for 
me  at  the  manufactory,  of  which  I  would  cede 
to  you  a  much  larger  share,  and  which,  though 
under  a  eloud  at  present,  will  by-and^by  be- 
come of  great  utility.-— The  salt  am.  sells  here 
at  present  at  7$.  6d.  per  pound,  and  I  am  yet 
not  convinced  that  the  original  plan  ought  to 
be  laid  aside. 

"That you  would,  amidst  the  genenil  flis« 
tress,  have  many  ditiiculUes  to  btruggle  with, 
has  led  me  not  to  ask  you  to  make  any  ex« 

;  traordinary  advances,  though  mine  have  hcen 
more  than  yours ;  and  at  present,  from  the  si* 
tuation  of  many  of  onr  nrmwb  oere^  are  b»*  ' 
come  '  move  pressing  than  ever.  To  be 
where  •  and  what  I  am,  has  required 
more  prudence  on  my  part  than  you  suspected 
me  in  poisession  of.  It  depends  in  soma 
measure  on  you,  whether  what  I  have  begun 
shall  fall  or  bo  the  first  establishment  of  the 
soft  in  Eiffope ;  you  might  readily  oonceivo 
what  avenues  there  arr  io  s\>ccess,  wlien  the 
state  of  society  has  undergone  so  thorough  a 
regeneration,  und  what  bure  channels  are  open 
to  industry  and  drenmspection;  Itlnalicitllij 
good  ffirlune  to  be  as  much  in  the  way  as  any 
mdividual.  I  un  glad  that  Gillet  accepts  the 
commisnon'*,  and,8iifposingtliatlhateaalt4if 
your  nfixlconversalion  willbc  somcadjustmcnt, 
wc  are  preparing  to  send  a  sample  to  Ham- 
burgh. Since  1  wrote  to  yoo  en  that  nilijeet 
we  have  engand  an  agent  fur  Germany, 
Switzerland,  and  Italy,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
but  the  trade  of  those  places  will  fall  into  our 
hands.  This  agent,  who  lives  here,  intupsa 
all  the  debt*,  for  which  he  receives  a  propor- 
tionable commission.  I  know  that  hound 
books  pay  a  double  duty,  but  nothing  equal 
to  the  value.  I  wish  you  to  make  me  more 
mm  wliether  Kn^lish  printed  hooks,  not 
copy-right,  find  an  unmternipted  talranco. 

<♦  From  Christy  I  have  received  a  sneaking 
letter,  alleging  reasons  why  they  did  not  acoept 

*  Illegible  in  the  original. 

•  IU^pUaiiithe0iisaar. 
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my  bill  of  275i.»  which  be  promised  mc  wl^n 
here,  llieiiian'smisfbrtunet  i^rm  me,orl 

still  feel  resentaieut  enough  to  speak  of  hitn 
as  he  deserves;  1  sluiU  write  to  his  house  in 
a  more  peremplury  tunc  uu  tiic  subject,  for 
-we  cannot  understand  that  ft  deposit  of  KXML 
only  should  enlUle  them  to  all  the  advan- 
tages of  their  shares,  whilst  we  have  ail  the 
labour.  I  enclose  a  bill,  which  you*U  unnie- 
diately  negociate,  value  at  u>  dnys 
on  Giilet  •  Portland  Road  * 

of  Card's  concern  I  can  say  nothing ;  it  is  all 
under  the  gripe  of  the  *  I  hope, 

Ijowever,  to  render  a  good  account  of  it  some 
how  or  other ;  be  ought  to  be  satisfied  wiih 
my  letter;  you  are  perfectly  clear,  I  trust  on 
the  occasion.  I  shall  not  trust  Oliver  (fur 
Hamilton  writes  me  that  it  is  his  concern 
alone)  for  more  than  150/.  loss  ;  that  is  half, 
and  it  may  not  turn  out  to  be  a  misfortune. 
Recommending  me  to  your  care  and  diligence 
ia  what  I  last  wrote  to  you,  and  also  your  at- 
tention to  Beresf.  conceme,  I  remain,  £utb- 
iuUy  yours, 

"  Nov.  1703.  «  I.  UUBFORD. 

1  would  wuh  you  to  sell  immediately  all 
mj  plate,  and  send  me  a  French  bill  fur  it, 
as  paper  and  money  here  are  of  equal  value ; 
this  is  the  only  moment  [Shortrhaad  cha- 
neters.] 

"  f  Hii  American  brethren  desire  tlicir  re- 
membrances. I  have  heard  notliin:;  from 
Philadelphia  since  my  last,  but  have  sent  a 
cargo  thither  lately^^Hsre  yaa  may  aewt 

jftom  New  York  > 

**  i  ref  er  ifou  to  a  mi€  mritten  to  Dr.  P.— — « 

reasons  at  this  distance  for  uisMng  the  house  at 
OidFor4dip<Mdofi  if  not  ify  U  wiU  be 
teJbRi^ 

*  Menre.  lAwtence  and  Co. 
BollndPbkce,  Thames  Stieety  Londeo.** 

[No.  2,  read.] 

«  ParU,  9th  Dee.  179S. 
"  Dear  tirotlicr ; — I  have  received  your  let- 
ters Mcloeing  the  Dower  of  attorney,  which  I 
retttrn  you,  signed  and  witnessed  by  names 
whose  Signatures  can  be  readily  recognised 
In  Loodbo.  I  perorive  from  the  information 
I  have  caught  at,  that  Dr.  H.  ia  lot  all  or  no- 
thing; ;  and  I  suppose  that  the  manufactory 
now  la  hkely  to  return  into  its  old  channel. 
You  are  at  liberty  to  do  with  my  share 
what  you  think  proper.  I  iiave  still  the  same 
inion  resjMcting  the  practicability  and  profit 
«stahtttMng  by-ana-by  such  a  one  here ; 
but  an  it  is  likelv  the  wholo  fcce  of  things 
will  be  changed,  both  with  you  and  us,  there 
is  no  safety  iu  speculation  at  nresent.  1  have 
made  no  ansr.  to  any  letter  tfiat  I  have  reced. 
from  Dr  H.  nor  shall  I  at  present,  lill  I  hear 
further  from  you.  I  have  wiitten  to  Dr. 
GsimM;  tot  MthiQg  macisa  aa  the  ml^tei 
I  Mpayoia  have  receivod  my  notes  safe;  and 
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if  you  have  done  what  I  requesled^  it  will  be 
again  of  near  forty  per  cent  or  more,  likely 
[short-hand  characters]  there  is  some  diffi- 
culty, I  apprehend,  to  procure  hill?  for  lhi« 
place,  but  it  la  uol  impossible.  Pray  ask  CjAiey 
if  ever  the  aaoney  was  procured  for  my  wager 
of  last  summer ;  I  had  information  that  I 
ought  to  receive  more  than  the  150,  and 
therefore  I  begged  you  not  to  apply ;  but  I 
find  myself  mistaken.  I  gave  f'ary  a  draft 
for  that  sum,  but  I  fency  it  never  has  been 
received  as  yet  by  any  one.  I  f,  therefore,  you 
will  call  an  the  colonel  from  me,  he  willaa 
doubt  pay  you,  if  it  has  not  been  already  re- 
cei\'ed ;  and  I  would  thank  you  to  settie  the 
busmess  aooni'—if  a  form  is  necessaiYt  I 
write  one,  as  under,  which  you  can  cut  off: 

"Dear  Sir:    Pay  Mr.  William  Stoa^  « 
bearer,  one  iiundred  and  fifty  gnineas. 
To  Colonel  TarletOD,    -^^I.  H.  Siova. 
London.     **  Fm,  Uh  Dec,  1793." 

"  I  should  suppose,  from  the  contents  c[ 
your  letter,  that  Oliver,  instead  ol  dytc^  a 
gettins  belter;  if,  tberefora  tha  asamii^. 
should  go  on,  snd  be  much  for  your  advan- 
tage, I  would  drop  the  thoughts  of  setthsf 
another  here,  as  I  have  other  concerns  of 
more  importance.  Jmentio:^^d  to  you  «img 
0/^/  Furd'housep  were  it  mine,  vu  Jfcnra? 
u/iat  I  do  ;  I  should  dispose  t>t'  u.  ut  (Ac  ieat, 
possible  /<wf,  ttad  that  instantly.  If  a  aepaia» 
lion  of  partnership  takes  place,  hnw  i«  ibo 
business  to  be  arranged,  would  Ohv^r  tlurd 
it  ?  On  the  other  subjects  of  your  letter,  I 
will  write  you  in  a  post  or  two.  I  notice 
what  you  sr\y  about  Bcrcsf  and  nm  st 
home  in  the  business.  1  tiu^i  ium^uuss 
much  as  necessary;  but  he  in  honest,  mwil^ 
gent,  and  understands  all  tli.it  is  ncccfsfarr 
lor  the  manufactory  ;  if  you  receive  any  sums 
for  htm,  so  much  the  better;  but  I  ocn  ael 
very  much  interested  at  present  tltat  yon 
should,  for  I  do  not  want  fiis.  I  shall  \»  ritc  t» 
iMr.  Gill,  on  the  other  subject,  and  can  s^peak 
with  sdOM  confidence  of  our  sueeass  in  this 
lit'  Tiry  undertaking.  I  wish  you  could 
Ciiribty's  Irouse  to  dispose  of  their  share;  if 
not  we  must  use  some  method  taobtise  tliem. 
~I  tem^n  alfootiukildy  younu 

"  I.  H.  Srowt. 

The  iicnature«?  ran  rrmenized  at  Joho- 
Suu'>,  ui  M.  1  aut  .->  Ch.  AUlard  and  his  S(Ul 
are  our  foremen;  inquire  of  John ^ou  about 
them.  Adlard  itlls  tnr  that  Dr.  P.  knows 
him;  mention  AdUrd's  name  to  Giilet.  I 
see  your  newsp.  down  to  the  SSrl.  t  wish  ta 
bear  nothing  more  of  Simon'»  buslDt->s.  I 
should,  have  been  very  happy  to  i»avc  made 
one  at  your  weddiug-diAy  auoivcrsary,  but  I 
am  laid  up  at  present  by  the  gool^  or  wUfib  I 
have  ^Md  a  fow  touches  lately." 

pro.  3,  iead.j 

"Paris,  16M  D<c.  178 J. 
"  ir>  rrimnirr,  ^nd  year  vf  thr  Ktp. 

^  Dcax  bir ; — lim  serves  to  m^mox  yQ% 
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High  Treamn 


A.  D.  im 


ihat  1  have  drawn  on  you  for  20/.  1?j  C<'  at 
ten  days  siehc,  to  tlie  order  of  sir  Robert  ikr^ 
clav,  in  order  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  a 
bill  for  20/.  returned  protested  from  London. 

•*  I  complained  to  you  in  my  la'.t,  of  the 
Dumerous  duplicates  I  reed,  of  your  letters. 
Hiere  are  two  nodet  by  ivhidi  yoii  may  send 
thrni  :  ilie  first  is,  as  1  hnvr  unserved  to  you, 
aod  now  mention  it  deiinitively,  Madame 
Renveniie,  rue  Ferrcnestricrc  Liege.  This 
may  generally  be  done;  and  when  your  let- 
ters contain  any  thin^  which  yon  would  wish 
me  to  know  soon,  it'  Uiey  contain  bills,  it 
wotild  be  safer  to  direct  them  to  sir  Robert 
Barclay,  barl.  Aix-la-Chaprl!r.  It  i<?  not  im- 
probable but  tliatmostof  tlie  bankers  busi- 
ness^,  trvilv  legal  and  coMmmUl,  wMch  has 
passed  between  the  two  comitries,  may  now 
fall  into  our  hands.  In  this  case,  whatever 
bills  we  receive  on  London  we  shall  send  to 
TOO,  and  draw  on  you  through  Ban^lay  at 
fonger  dnte?.  You  will  charge  your  commis- 
sion on  It,  and  sive  us  regular  informalioo. 
Y«a  majr  he  eertatn  that  we  shall  nndertalee 
rri  part  of  the  business  !>iit  what  is  perCectly 
secure;  and  ttiercfore  pay  no  bills  till  we 
knew  th^  are  accepted,  uf  which  the  infor- 
AMIion      depend  on  yoii. 

•*  Since  my  laM.  I  nave  receiTcd  a  letter 
ftnm  Dr.  Crauford,  dated  39lh  November;  j 
in  ivliieh  he  tells  me,  in  the  gravest  manner  j 
possible,  that  he  intend?  to  q\iit,  as  wt  ll  as 
Dr.  Hamtltoni  their  respective  shares  in  the 
nutntfiKtoTf,  alleging  for  a  reason  ^e  mitU 
tiplicity  of  his  other  concerns,  &c.  &:c.  He 
tells  me  also,  that  you  and  I  arc  to  take  the 
whole  concern  on  our  hands,  with  proper  as- 
■Nlants;  and  that  he  will  give  any  attention 

\}y\\  rrm  rontriluitc  to  its  sttrrp*?*;.  Hr  -nvs 
that  il  (nay  be  made  a  very  profitable  bu&iueiis, 
and  that  tlie  knowledge  which  be  has,  con- 
vinces him  of  Ihi'^.  There  is  something  which 
I  do  not  perfectly  comprehend;  but  I  trust 
3*ou  have  taken  care  that  the  other  does  not 
pinjr  tricks  with  us,  and  cstabUsh  one  else- 
whf'rf'.  The  dortor  docs  not  mean  that  you 
w  ould  take  the  management  on  voursel  i  aione ; 
for  I  should  Judge  It  impossiD^  with  your 
multiplicity  of  business,  to  give  it  the  ncct^s- 
sary  attention.  Has  Oliver  totally  abandoned 
Hf  If  peace  should  take  place,  l  could  com- 
mand here  the  whole  market,  for  none  is  jet 
made ;  and  if  thai  succeeded  with  you,  I 
should  drop  the  thoughts  of  ehtabiishing  it 
lierc. 

»'  TcTl  thf?  doctor  that  I  have  received  his 
letter,  which  rcc^uires  no  particular  answer ; 
bill  that  I  rr-oice  to  hear  of  bis  welfare,  of 

svhi.  !i  I  would  have  thanked  him  for  a  greater 
detail,  as  it  would  have  j^ivcn  me  pleasure. 
J  shall  take  an  opporlutiHi/  sliartitf  to  explain 
to  you  what  I  meant  bif  the  homu  at  Old  F, 
We  arc  all  tofimhlu  urll  mid  pnt^TOUif  and 

join  in  love  to  all  friends,  with 

'« Yours  fiuthfuUy,  I.  UvnroBo. 

**  Messrs.  Lawrcntc  and  t'o.  u'.cr- 
chant!»,  Hutiand  placcy  Thames- 
street,  Louiluu." 


"  You  must  fnpafy  direct  tnd  anrnoge  the 

inclosed." 

[No.  4,  read.] 

<•  Pfrr/5,  IGth  December^  1793.  6  Nho^e. 
"  My  dear  Sir;  1  wrote  to  you  yesterday 
through  MXf  inclosing  a  hill  of  451.  on  flam* 
mcrsly.   This  serves  to  inform  you,  that  I 
have  drawn  on  you  for  100/.  at  60  days  sight- 
to  the  order  of  sir  Robert  Barclay,  and  sTiali 
^end  forwards  Oll^  bills  immedi$it«ly  I  have 
made  out  my  account  of  drawings  since  the 
bcffinuing  of  the  year,  and  will  send  it  vou, 
including  the  300/.  and  100/.  of  sat.  wbicb 
you  will  place  al«o  to,  my  account,  as  yn'i 
have  not  yet  received  the  package,  uor  will 
for  a  little  time,  though  I  was  confident!}^  as- 
sured by  my  merchant  that  it  was  long  since 
in  his  correspondcnl's  house  at  Hamburgh. 
However  the  circumstances  were  unfortunate 
in  the  great,  the  detail  leaves  me  about  8  or 
900  in  pocket;  but  I  ha%c  not  yet  received  it, 
I  have  requested  Barclay,  who  has  appointed 
08  his  bankers  here,  to  write  to  bis  various 
friends,  whose  rorrc-pondeuces  arc  stopped, 
to  tell  them  that  we  undertake  every  legal 
business  of  this, sort;  and  I  have  informed 
him,  that  you  are  mtneio  London.  Under 
the  present  circumstance*,  there  is  a  fair 
opening  for  every  legal  commerce;  and  as 
we  stand  wdl  on  every  ground,  our  success 
attends  on  our  eond  conduct.  You  know  that 
everv  sort  of  £a^ish  merchandize  is  prohi- 
bited, and  that  none  is  even  sold.  Cecy. 
Williams  is  abotit  to  be  married  to  a  youn{^ 
citircn  of  Normandy,  the  nephew  of  the  no- 
bleman whose  history  her  sistt  r  writes  in  the 
first  VOltaioe;  and  as  he  is  acquainted  with 
the  cotton  manuf.  and  we  have  here  English 
workmen,  who  are  otherwise  starving,  we 
have  engaged  in  n  mannfactory  of  English 
fashion  emotion  ho^e,  of  wliicli  lie  has  the  su- 
perinbendancc.    We  begin  but  gently  at  first; 
for  wp  have  to  instruct ;  but  wc  nave  no  doubt 
that  it  will  become  of  some  importance,  as 
F.nglish  fashion  goods  of  this  sort  sell  al  a 
high  price. 

**  But  another  point  that  may  make  some 

allcrati  ju  in  our  projects  one  way  or  the  other 
are,  the  events  tliat  are  taking  place.  What 
can  you  say  to  the  eontmuanct  qf  the  war, 
vhenyeu  see  lAc /tfs  that  attendtyou.  You  see 
that  rre  arr  ererif  ?fi>i  invincible;  and  of  this 
the  taking  'iouion  Kill  scree  you  asanevi- 
dencejfor  theiuMondi  of  our  countrymen  perithed 
there  ;  but  this  /,«  not  a  h-unJnJih  pen  t  of  tk^ 
evil  that  azcaitsyoui  the  Vendee  is  crushed  en- 
tirely by  thU  tiiMf  and  troops  are  gathering  on 
(he  coasts.  I  wished  you  to  dispose  of  your 
fnmsc.  You  nou-  fully  understand  me  (sliort- 
hand  characters)  muit  lalcc  place.  I  know  it ; 
Jhe  I  cm  (short-hand  characters)  Yesterday 
rr  is  cjtr  Chri!ttma<i-d<it/  also.  Huvins:  (he  gout, 
1  cijuM  not  go  out  to  partake  of  a  dinner  given 
bu  our  countrymen  Me  WitUam*$;  hmt  iTtad  • 
/ro  countrymen  around  me  at  humc,  tchere  tee 
drank  aUytmr  icaUhSf  and  success  to  the  can$c 
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*)/'  liberty.  To  make  a  pleasant  and  agreeable 
$ociehf  at  timet,  we  have  the  fiar/owt,  P^fne, 
Williams,  WoUtencrofi,  and  some  otfurs  you 
do  not  know;  and  nothing  amuses  us  more  than 
reading  your  nem-papers,  descriptive  of  the 
horrors  of  Paris. 

**  We  have  found  some  litllc  obstacles  to 
our  sending  tiie  bouks;  but  we  have  now  iet- 
tlcd  it  on  a  surer  basis.  We  are  exceedingly 
bvisy  at  this  moment.  (Short-hand  charac- 
ters.) We  wait  jour  report  on  what  I  wrote 
to  you,  to  enquire  of  Robuuofi.  Pray  enquire 
also,  and  give  me  sprcdy  information  whe- 
ther news- papers  sent  us,  Gillel  knows  of 
such  as  were  fabricated  by  Taylor  and  Co. 
Can  be  sent  into  the  country  wilbout  beiDg 
subject  to  the  stamp,  if  there  are  no  adver- 
iisentents.  This  a  point  we  want  hastily 
tesolved. 

"  IXyou  have  done  nothing  with  thosf  bills 
sent  you,  it  is  useless  now.  The  j)rc:»eot 
events  are  a  furtiier  evidence  of  what  I  wrote 
to  you,  and  about  300  per  cent,  might  have 
been  clcarcHl.  I  hope,  however,  you  may 
have  donu  auuietiiiiig;  if  so,  I  will  make  you 
instant  returns.  I  wait  with  irapatieoce  your 
promised  letter;  and,  after  begging  you  tO 
give  my  respects  to  all  frienda^  wc. 
7  "  Yours  faithfally,  I.HvaFOBo." 

"Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Co.  Rut- 
land-pi  ice,  Xltames*  street, 
Xioudon.' 

[So.  5,  read.] 

"  1  liave  received  your  letter,  wlikh  gives 
tne  aeeurale  inforroation  respect  in  ^  my  lite- 
rary eiiqwiiic^,  and  I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  Gillet 
for  tiie  trouble  he  has  taken,  lie  has  an- 
swered my  queries  as  I  imagined  he  would, 
since  I  could  not  Airnish  him  then  with  more 
satisfactory  data. — The  sale  of  this  work,  how- 

{»ver,  will  depend  very  Utile  uu  the  buoki>el- 
ers.  The  reasons  fur  which  it  is  undertaken, 
are  very  fir  r.bove  the  little  calculations  vf 
these  genileuiea.  Four  thousand  copies  are 
aJready  bespoken  here,  which  says  nothing 
ioileed  for  the  goodness  of  the  thing. — This 
will  be  expl  iined  to  yon  in  a  day  or  two  more 
fully  by  oilier  means. —  I  he  accuracy  ol  ileli- 
very  is  too  important  a  tiling  to  be  overlooked ; 
and,  you  may  imagine^  on  what  events  this 
will  depend. 

"  As  this  place  will  he  the  emporium  of 
literature,  as  well  as  of  every  tliini;  else,  it  is 
impossible  to  say  what  may  not  be  done,  es- 
pecially with  the  assistance  of  men,  as  well 
inblriictcd  as  Mr.  Gillet  appears  to  mc  to  be, 
to  help  forward  the  macliinrry  of  it.  With 
you  the  mag —  will  be  a  nauoual  woik;  and 
yoa  may  judge  from  whence  the  above  men- 
tioned support  will  be  derived,  (j?horl-hand 
characters)  will  explain  all  this  more  fully  to 
you.  That  ymi  have  heard  nothing  of  tlie 
DOOkSi  or  the  , other  consig:  was  very  sur- 
prifins:  to  mc  till  a  few  days  since  ;  they  arc 
very  safely  lodged  here.  So  many  tridui  bad 
been  played  under  lalie  profenceai  thai  it 
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was  thought  fit  to  lay  a  general  embargo  on 
every  thing.  I  was  told  that  that  of  pL 
had  long  been  dispatched.  l>ut  Ibey 
deceived  me ;  1  am  however  now  sure  that  U 
will  soon  be  dispatched,  and  that  y(ju  will 
hear  a  good  account  of  it,  the  delay  will  no| 
have  been  against  it.  I  note  %vhat  you  say 
about  Abb's  and  shall  urepare  a  large 
quantity,  but  I  shall  wait  the  event  of  ti^e 
next  weeky  wilbyou,  the, 81st,  beforalacod 
them. 

"  Your  account  of  the  bills  b  much  aus  T  cv 

perted,  c.vtept  that  of  Los.ick.  I  believe  biiii 
to  be  a  scouudrel,  from  all  the  uitbrmation  I 
can  receive.  He  has  taken  in  several  herv. 
The  bill  I  sent  you  on  him,  is  for  a  very  kind 
friend  of  mine,  and  if  any  research  could  l* 
made,  I  wuuld  be  obliged  to  you.  1  coukl 
advertise  the  fellow:  i  see  Christy  it  gone 
iirtf*  some  other  employ ;  he  owes  Mrs.  S. 
400/.,  fur  which  she  shall  scud  you  au  <»4tr. 
I  have  drawn  not  on  you,  but  on  Dr.  C  (tr 
501.  the  months  of  November  and  December, 
for  her;  but  that  of  8/.  Cr  Bd.  nientloiitJ.  1 
have  not  seal.  I  observe  what  you  say  ui 
your  former  letter  respecting  the  other  bills, 
and  can  only  say  that  it  is  unforlunatp  Tl  » 
gains  would  have  been  about  IM)  per  cetii  at 
this  tiroe^  and  you  would  have  been  in  cash 
also.  I  have  written  to  sir  llobcrl  Barday 
about  printing  bills,  but  you  do  not  toll  m*  in 
your  last,  whether  you  have  sent  thf  ui ,  my 
account  with  him  is  under  the  firm  of  nv 
name,  and  that  of  Bpresford.  Wc  hope  t* 
have  pretty  considerable  deahngs  wiih  bim 
in  our  way  of  trade,  both  for  cotton  goodsand 
books,  as  well  as  other  n^erchaudizc  ,  but  V.\t 
ctrcumslanccsofthecouotries  at  present,  pre- 
vent any  sort  of  spectilation.  I  speak  to  yon 
hesitatingly  about  every  thing,  nor  can  I  speak 
with  more  assurance  till  i  see  the  eren&eC 
:21st  inst. 

"  i  cannot  convey  you  our  anviety,  nor  ear 

rc-olve.  The  events  of  the  last  mont!:, 
have  given  totally  a  new  turn,  and  it  preseot* 
to  my  mind  the  most  pleasing  prospects,  not 
only  for  my  own  interest,  but  fur  that  of  nuit- 
kind.  Th"  events  of  the  succcedin::  month 
will  be  mure  astonishing  to  you,  and  la  loe 
same  way  than  the  last.  You  may  teU  Mr. 
Gillet  thai  history  he  albidcs  tD,  will  pr^*- 
babiv  make  part  of  our  undcrtakms.  liighi 
of  Women  is  writing,  a  hu^  work ;  hut  it  wSS 
be  as  dull  as  Dr.  Moore's  ('hroni  Ic.  arul  pr«>- 
hably  as  inaccurate.  I  have  seen  this  *tupci 
performance  of  Moore's,  and  the  others  also* 
(shurl-hand  cluirattcrs),  of  which  you  willsaj 
nothing.    (Short  hand  cliar.irt(  .  >.  ; 

*•  I  tiiank  you  for  the  e.\pcdanjn  wUh  v»hjch 
you  answer  my  demands.  I  nuist  a^iin  lav 
claim  to  your  attention  for  a  thing  of  no  sinaft 
importaucc  to  Uic  individual;  it  is  to  pcocuoa 
a  certificate  for  SalK>,  !*iened  by  Or.  P. 
sham  Aikin,  II.  Toukv,  il  }><>5>iible.  and  Others 
declaratory  of  hisattachmciil,  to  the  prinripltr* 
of  liberty;  the  character  whicjii^ho  bore,  the 
place  he  occupied,  «nd  the  MtlmiHon  in  «UA 
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he  was  held  amongst  you.^  Oo  the  eurJv  rc- 
•ceptioii  of  this,  depends  hit  liberty,  perhaps 
his  life. — Yuu  shall  know  more  of  thisMWIi; 
I  must  not  now  enter  into  the  detail. 

"  I  have  seen  your  papers  to  the  Slat  Dec. 
I  receive  thenpfetty  coattantly  (shorUhand 
€bara(  Irrs) ;  am  m<ieh  amazed  at  your  ac- 
counts of  I  rench  politics.  Heavens  that  you 
^ere  wise  and  inronned.  How  is  it  that  Dr. 
P.  has  rcceivcil  no  letter  from  me,  it  would 
have  opened  his  mind,  which  the  detail  I  fear 
of  the  last  six  months  lias  too  iniich  closed ; 
tell  hill)  that  I  have  all  his  fears  and  feelings, 
and  yel  I  am  more  than  sati?ified,  and  in  n»e 
it  i&  a  thousand  times  mure  meritorious.  / 
note  what  you  tay  abmd  ike  wrnnufactory^  and 
Old  F.  l{i>u%c  ;  Ific  person  alluded  to  71  itf  rr- 
piain  ail  the  mystery.  I'ou  u^tll  treat  him  u;Uh 
aotpU*lifyff«r  kt  i$  very  much  my  friends 

"  Your's,  &C.  I.  HURFORD." 

.      I  shall  send  you  again  in  two  or  three 
jtfays.  Remember  lib.** 

•  "  Messieurs  Lawrence,  and  Co. 

!M<^rc!>ants,  Rntlur»d-plaoef 
:      Ibameb-btrec  I,  London." 

[No.  6,  read.] 

**  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday,  chiefly  to  beg  ; 
you  to  prorure  a  paper,  sijEned  and  seat  hither  [ 

with  all  possible  expedition,  which  may  be 
done  in  a  letter  to  roe,  by  Dr.  F. — Sabo's  j 
ineods  need  not  be  alarmed,  since  it  wears  | 
flow  a  very  favourable  aspect;  but  still  the  1 
paper  I  reque!>t  is  neccssar}*.    In  reverting  to  ' 
the  lii^l  but  one  of  your  letters,  you  &iiy  there, 
ia  applying  to  the*  hrukirs,  their  answer  is 
that  AS  the  Convention  has  for!  iddcn  bills 
drawn  from  this  country  bciug  naul,  there  are  1 
no  merchants  who  will  draw,  although  there 
are  many    ho  would  he  very  i^lad  to  do  it, 
Jkc   Now  if  the  latter  part  of  this  informa- 
fion  be  true,  '  that  they  wonid  be  ghid,  &c/ 
>'ou  niay  be  assured  that  Uk-  termer  is  fiilse; 
and  that  no  bills  arc  hindered  \xom  roming:in  ' 
to  the  Itcpublic,  iiur  bcin^  paid,  provided  the 

rrties  arc  not  under  the  nandt  of  the  nation.  | 
receive  hills  continnally  from  Aix  La  Ch :  j 
Uie  only  ditiiculty  is  to  get  them  paid,  for  it 
is  a  verity  that  most  of  the  great  bankm  are 
in  cu*>lody,  or  the  sealb  put  j  i  tl  eir  effects. — 
Jf  therefore  you  hnd  any  one  tlii»t  will  intrust 
irou  with  bifia  to  send  over,  I  wtil  send  thera 
sack  the  proper  returns  immediately.  I  do 
not  mnch  rare  respecting;  the  revw.  I  have 
aeea  the  1  vol.  here,  liud  .some  mibtukes — 
]>uithe  lendencv  is  ri^ht,  and  you  see  that  I 
bave  not  been  altogether  a  false  prophet, 

I  hope  you  will  meet  with  no  serious  ineon- 
iwnienees*,  from  what  you  tell  me'  of  Iiangs- 
tnn's  message. — I  '  Ion;;  supposed  it 
juigbt  he  so,  acd  votider  only  that  it  did  not 
coma  before.  This  i  hope  however  vHU  soon 
be  at  an  end,  for  it  is  impossible  that  the 
(short- hand  charnctcrs.)  can  bold  with  you 
two  months  longer;  what  you  have  seen 
done  (bhort-hand  cbaraclers)  this  month  past 
it  nothing  to  what  you  wiU  ihe  month  to 
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come;  for,  you  may  be  assured  that  the  (short- 
hand characters)  will  (shorthand  eharicters 

in  the  (short-hand  charactt'i  il  xvill  I  c  im- 
possible for  them  to  resist  the  almost  mira- 
culous impulse.  1  observe  what  you  say  on 
the  subject  of  Hamilton,  and  the  manufac* 
tory ;  he  had  belter,  if  he  enn.  ^tirk  to  it ;  a 
great  deal  might,  and  will  be  made  oi  il  here 
by-and-by,  for  at  the  peace  the  demand  nmst 
l>o  great,  and  iSat  event  is  (s'lort-hand 
characters)  I  will  make  inquiries  ami  prepa- 
latiooff.*!  have  written  to  you  ly  a  geulleman, 
an  American,  uho  will  call  on  yon,  und  give 
you  a  very  long  detail  uf  variout  things ;  you 
\  uill  receive  rariou$  propositions,  uhich  you  will 
weigh  and  couttdif*  fie  u  ill  insh  uct  irju  ah<j\ 
what  J  meant  respectin/i;  Old  F.  Umise ;  but 
the  events  of  (he  iaat  tmmth,  i  thiuk,  wiU  wake 
any  further  rmuidenUioH  of  it  unnecessary,  at 
lta%t  tee  think  so,  on  a  thcyu^uurl  ftfu  r  hnpvi  tant 
accounts,  in  which  uhat  I  said  on  Old  F —  wat 
but  u  very  slight  part,  lUmtecr  I  might  he  in* 
terested  on  your  account  tf/td  my  oun  (short- 
hand characters)  it  is  likely  will  not  take 
place ;  but  all  depends  on  the  2 1  st ;  if  it  should^ 
jMNi  had  better  be  in  tuton,  and  Ulrs.  S.  in  the 
conntrtt  ;  hat  all  tfii^  depcmh  so  much  on  cir- 
cuntsianc€4  that  U  is  Jolty  to  iptcutate.  I  hope 
tkg  (short-band  characters)  may  be  averted ; 

if  it  be  not,  I  rciV/  more  fully  crpOun  mysilf. 

**  /  rejtr  also  to  my  American  friend  for  in~ 
teUigence,  respecting  tike  magazine;  you  wilt 
hear  on  that  point  what  will  give  you  pleasure — 
Miss  H.  M.  Williams  will  be  the  conductor 
in  chief.    As  it  will  be  a  national  work,  you 
may  he  sure  it  will  be  most  magnificent,  xlio" 
(short-hnnd  character")  of  safely,  will  intrust 
its  regulation  to  her;  and  she  will  choose  the 
proper  assistants.  Youmay therefore  biot  this- 
to  Gillet,  if  you  can  iiKU^e  Out  my  writings 
which  DO  one  else  will. 

**  I  am  editor  of  another  work,  which  is 
also  national,  of  which  you  shall  receive  » 
proper  account  soon.  You  wit!  receive  now 
pretty  regularly  consi^nmculs  of  b(Hpks;  and 
accoitling  to  the  vend  with  yon  will  be  our 
activity.  We  have  ll;e  capability  of  doing 
any  thing ;  and  we  hope  we  shall  hxid  the 
means ;  we  are  tolerably  rich,  but  may  want 
now  and  then  :i  hundred  or  two  ;  you  will  not 
however  be  much  troubled  00  this  account. 
You  will  fitid  what  I  told  you  to  be  true  re- 
specting bills  on  this  place.  The  profit  tO' 
both  of  us  would  be  very  decent,  and  I  should 
be  giad  to  have  some  good  correspondents. 

"  You  will  have  reced.  Bercsford's  letters. 
You  find  that  somethini;  m  iybe  done,  what 
;  is  to  be  (shoffi-hacd  characters)  if  it  docs  not 
I  give  you  too  much  trouble,  I  shouM  be  glad 
if'vriii  would— though  I  hope  that  I  shall  not 
I  much  want  it.    His  mother-in-fiw's  death 
.  brings  him  somewhat  nearer,  and  he  has  it 
othenifte  in  his  power  to  make  terms  for 
other  matters,  both  with  hi*  wife  nnd  the 
creditors.   As  to  my  plate  I  wished  >l  sold^ 
:  only  that  ^  mizht  furnish  me  with  th« 
money,  mch  Would- bo  much  more  aecofi* 
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able,  as  wc  could  get  it  at  hail  Ihe  price  here ; 
bill  as  tilings  are  turning  now  more  equal, 
])robably  it  is  oot  worth  while.  We  we  ill 
very  well  and  happjr,  and  likely  to  see  an  end 
of.  the  captivity  ot  our  countrymen,  as  those 
who  made  the  decree,  a;id  caused  it,  ere  just 
arrested  a.s  tiailors.  As  you  write  every  Fri- 
day, 1  sliall  know  when  to  expect  a  ieiler. 
You  ere  in  »  fine  bustle,  I  suppose,  on  the 
taking  of  Toulon,  at  this  time.  You  will  soon 
see  thini^s  more  extraordinary,  perhaps  the 
no  (»hort-h(iad  chaidcU  rs)  heie,  well  us 
P'Heia,  if  he  does  decamp  hastily. 

«  Your*!^  faithfuUy«    I.  Hvrford, 

«  i7lh  Jan/' 

**  Messrs.  Lawrence,  & 

merchant?,  Rut1and-plac«y 
Tbames>atreet,  Londres." 

[No.  7,  read.] 

"  Jan.  24,  1794. 
"  My  dear  sir ;  I  have  received  your  various 
Jetters^  which  come  to  me  safe  and  unopened. 

I  thank  you  for  the  prudence  you  have  ob- 
served in  abstaining  from  every  thing  that  did 
not  immediately  refer  to  our  own  concerns, 
becavibe  this  lii"^  inspired  that  confidence 
whtcl}  leaves  our  cotre^ndence  unmolested. 
I  would  neferthcless  wish  you  to  address 
your  letters  in  future  to  **  Henvean  Rue  Fo- 
renestriere,  Lioge,"  i";  I  crct  them  a  day  sooner 
than  the  Poste  KtManic,  and  sometimes  a 
similarity  of  names  brings  us  letters  that  no 
way  btKjii;^  to  us;  fur  in^tancp,  Mr.  Bristow, 
9f  the  guards,  quartered  at  Ghent,  writes  to 
J^r.  Beekford,  Poste  Restante,  Liege.  Beck* 
ford  is  taktn  for  my  name,  lieresford;  and 
ibis  is  not  the  worst,  fur  you  may  stippose 
that  my  pat  riot  Imh  would  be  a  little  suspected, 
to  I»c  tuid,  hy  way  of  news,  *  VVc  are  in  great 

*  constcrn  ttiun  from  the  retreat  of  the  Aus- 

*  trians  and  Pnissians;  how  do  you  feel  at 

*  liege?  Toulon  you  know,  I  suppose,  is  cva- 

*  riiriictl ;  llu  se  C'armai];nol>  fli;ht  iike  devils  ; 

*  I'lit  we  hope  to  give  Uiem  a  dressinz  in  the 
'  spring.'  Poor  master  Bristow,  wnat  will 
you  do  against  twelve  hundred  thousand  of 
such  Carmagnols  as  the  world  has  never 
seen;  armies  of  which  I  know  manv  private 
ioldicit  worth  5,  6,  and  10  thousand  sterling 
a  year ;  and  what  against  140  millions  hard 
money  in  the  treasury,  besides  ihe  naper? 
Good  heavens,  conquerthis country^  All  thb 
yon  will  find  explained  in  my  letter  tOOUr 
phi]oso)ihical  friend,  if  ii  be  received. 

I  have  vritten  to  you  two  lttter$  by  an  Ame- 
rican friend,  tote  how  I  ham  ghm  m  ittier  of 
credit  on  you  for  uhat  monies  he  tnntf  u>ant, 
ioTHng  recencd  here,  and  arranged  the  mode 
vf  receiving;  wkate9tt  fom  SNy^ilM*,  you 
uill  receive  of'  r  »r/rrf  the  amnunt  m  return.  I 
have  recommended  hm  to  you  as  a  penon  toith 
mkm  he  mlt  have  wmek  Autiiett  lelfwnsocf  of 

rartous  kinds,  and  u  ith  n  rtfertnct  to  thht  I 
em  rejificed  that  ycu  are  gettinp  disembarra:,  ed 
^■yemr  premU  cngaganentt ;  so  far  at  you  re- 
Wf,  Jtrn/i  you  wli  Jind  yowJutwM  out  in- 
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comparably  muck  more  teorib  your  aiteatiou.  I 
enter  into  no  detail  in  my  Utters^  but  leave  kim- 
aelf  to  erpluin  the  business.  I  shall  give  M 
sort  of  reply  t';  aiy  f  f  Hamilton^  Ipllers,  re- 
specting the  niamuaclury,  as  you  request  I 
wish  nothing  decisive  to  be  done  till  uottt  the 
middle  of  next  tnunth,  by  which  time  you  will 
be  able  to  know  more  efleciually  how  to  act. 
I  notice  what  you  say  about  the  bills  In  yov 
last  letters,  and  refer  you  to  what  I  have  sud 
on  that  point;  whatever  consignments  of 
debts,  or  otlitr  tbiues  you  procure,  wc  will 
punctually  exeeule,  i?  ii  be  executable;  bol 
we  must  make  ourselves  responsible  for  po- 
tbing.  As  to  Carey's  business  I  am  sorry  be 
has  received  the  ISSL  lOs^  he  ohall  noebe 
no  more ;  md  I  hope  that  no  security  is  0fM 
for  tiic  reniainder,  as  you  seem  to  hint,  for  k 
would  be  imjust  that  tiie  uodqt  dtoold  be 
paid  into  his  house,  seeing  noliody  will  be 
paid  by  luni.  They  owe  my  corresiH>ndent  at 
Ai\  forty  thousand  livres,  and  laugh  at  hun. 
I  notice  to/tat  j;  I u  ^  ti/abmt  WkitbrQeutg  4yy< 
cation.  It  is  well,  but  I  hopr,  as  T  ha-ce  atcte 
said,  that  y<M  mill  huv€  busmeu  t^fcHUciy 
worth  your  eontUeratioH.  Jfyou  kofloo  « | 
»ur,  and  ten  or  ludve  ihnusund  pounds,  as  I 
hope  by  what  you  tell  me,  you  will  be  Itfi  mtrrewi 
leisure  to  attend  to  my  friend's  propotUions. 
You  will  be  surprised  in  reading  my  latter  let-^ 
ters,  to  Sff  /mm  /  TCHTfr  Of}  the  ?r<6yVc/  of  ike 
house.  1  du  nut  tninic  that  ail  this  prcpar»> 
Uon  is  absolutely  necessary;  the  immwea 
destruction  lately  undtrgonc,  mu'-lgive  a  new 
change:  but  so  far  as  1  am  coaceroed» prw 
do  not  dispose  of  my  pictures  to  such  m.  Goat 
I.  Cooke.  Do  you  know  that  some  of  them 
are  beyond  any  price ;  for  instance,  the  twehrt 
small  ones  are  origuials  of  ieuicrs ;  i  have 
the  plates  here  of  the  very  pictures :  and  the 
others  are  almo'^l  all  originals.  If  t/vu  n-»i4 
to  get  rid  (J  the  hvmc,  it  u  very  well;  ^  mt, 
stop  a  little  till  you  see  mtf  frumd, 

"  .^s  to  Christie,  and  hi^  concerns,  you  knew 
the  feelings  I  have  on  that  bead  ;  boih  Duler 
and  myself  are  resolved  that  taiy  .shall  give 
up.  We  want  only  the  cash  to  pay  them.  I 
have  lost  by  that  trickster,  first  and  ?• 
least  40,000/.  he  is  a  tcllow  1  should  sUiiu  u 
far  from  as  possible.  I  shall  concert  soa)fr> 
thing  with  Dale  on  this  head.  I  fancy  in  i 
little  time  I  can  send  you  the  money,  barciaj 
has  just  given  me  credit  forthebiUa^mwaien 
you,  amounlint;  to  2'.'n/.  if#.  6<1  for  which  I 
receive  6970 ;  you  will  calmiate  what  suck 
sum  would  bring  with  you  ftr  Piaiii  Ulla.  I 
send  inclosed  twenty  pounds  on  Wright  at 
six  days  sight,  which  you  will  place  to  my 
account,  waiting  others.  I  have  drawn 
nothing  since  the  last  hundred  to 


who  has  lieard  Ti-  thin^  yet  ot"  Dr  P.*s  moocr. 
I  procured  Mrs.  b.  hbert^',  by  writsoM  a  iettir 
to  the  ConvetOum,  who  m  tmo  kamH  we 

ihdr  decrtc  In/  on  nffirir.  I  thoutd  hare  fdlca 
this  step  before,  had  I  not  been  dectimd  by  im 
much  friendship.    I  have  done  the  same fa 
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Me  rest,  titmgh  the  policy  has  leen  ntraekei. 
A  man  ako  km  mkitiiihai  three  different  ma  • 
nufaclories  in  a  country,  has  a  rit^ht  to  some 
consideration  ;  thank  Ood  I  enjoj/  more  than 
Wty  share. 

"  For  news  I  r^fer  yoii  to  ovir  pajiert,  as  I 
comUnily  see  yours.  What  was  done  yesler- 
iqr  we  are  in  great  tnMety  to  hetr.  1  hsvt 
lately  seen  Iwo  vols,  of  Ictte  rs  from  France. 
There  are  parts  of  two  leiit  is  in  the  last  vo- 
lame  worth  your  reading  again.  Dr.  P.'s 
letter  wm  ft  comoMDt  on  theni.  Tour's, 
truly,  B.  BRftESVMb. 

'*  I'll  send  the  notes  in  my  next. 

"  We  have  taken  15  merdUmtiim,  M((  ike 
n€B>$  it  that  we  have  taken  52  more. 

**  Maiart.  Lawrence  and  Co.  Merchants, 
Budand  Place,  Thamet  8tr«iM^  LoodoD.*' 

[No.  8,  rcjil.] 

"  Dear  sir; — I  have  received  no  letter  from 
jou  since  that  which  inclosed  HeDnet%  whieh, 
as  I  told  you,  I  have  forwanltd  in  tlie  surest 
manner  to  its  place  ot  destination,  and  of 
wlueh  you  will  know  the  particulars  in  a  let- 
ter which  a  friend  has  taken  with  him  on  a 
jourofy  towards  you.  I  inform  you  in  it  that 
•whif  to  tiM  circomstances  of  the  times,  I 

have/or  the  present  rrm<rveii  tni/  account  fnm 
Barclay  to  the  house  of  Jean  J.ouia  liourcard  et 
Flit  at  Batte,  whose  haute  wit li  i/ou  i.i  Pattiionf 
ImSf  Co.  where  i/amydi^ieuitiex  arise,  any  sums 
may  be  paid  in  on  the  accounl  vf  Mr.  li.  l^rrcs- 
Jord,  who  it  our  retidetU  at  Busic,  Out  at  busi- 
nm  taUt  kimiiitowtrkm$ parte ofSmitMerland, 
letters  may  be  addressed  to  him  nt  the  ahove 
mentioued  houu  of  bourcard.  lie  writes  ine 
that  be  ha<(  drawn  on  you  for  %00l.  at  10  and 
6o  days  sight  which  you  are  to  receive  imme- 
diately from  Drummond,  to  whom  orders 
have  been  sometime  sent  fur  that  purpose.  I 
fecatved  a  note  yesterday  from  Barclay's  first 
^arlc,  as  he  is  him<^cif  i:onc  to  Mngland,  in- 
Jbsmiog  me  that  he  had Hut  yet  received  the 
WfitiOL  tent  him,  as  you  infwmed  me  by  the 
€>stend  diligence.  Pray  will  you  give  me  the 
particulars  of  this  packet,  and  also  write  to 
Aim  on  the  subject,  and  that  immediately. 
Ho  also  tells  me  abovt  dtnoft  tD  liiUs  dmwn 
England  ;  this  means,  I  presume,  only 
drawn  from  France,  and  for  the  people 
Iheie^  ami  not  bills  in  eeneral.^I  have  writ- 
ten to  you  more  particularly  on  that  point. — 
Ireland  is  not  it  seems  included.^  I  could  have 
wMMd  to  have  feenved  tone  infonnatloii  of 
the  tendency  of  this  bill,  at  present  I  have 
only  seen  its  outline.  In  the  letter  above 
mentioned  I  refer  you  for  what  I  shall  have 
ftrtber  to  write,  the  chief  purport  of  this 
being  to  inform  you  that  the  3,000/.  has  not 
been  received  at  Aix,  and  to  beg  you  to  see 
where  U»  delay  is,  as  you  have  written  to  me 
that  it  was  long  since  leni.  Yrs.,  irulv, 
"  14th  Febry.  1794.  L  Hurford. 

Mr,  B.  hat  made  payable  at  your  AoitM,  in 
cose  of  needy  3002.  on  a  banker  at  Dublin,  and 


ftew*  being  htmtmredf  M  if  tiny  dijj'uulty 
thould  arite,  he  holds  the  full property  in  Amc 
rican  bills  on  Amsterdam,  nhich  shall  be  for- 
warded  instantly  to  you  ;  tj  there  is  any  demur, 
you  will  nut  suffer  them  to  go  back.  1  wait  to 
hear  particulars  respecting  the  tendency  of  the 
late  bill  on  foreign  paymentt.  Write  to  me 
whem  the  SOO/.  is  rteewosi  pm  Drmmmondf 
amdab^tUhoo  Hlbfrom  Jntand," 

[No.  9,  road.] 

"  Dear  sir ; — I  have  received  your  letter  of 
the  4th,  and  also  the  packet  inclosing  the 
inventory  by  Aix;  and  in  answer  to  the  last. 
A  fter  thanking  you  for  your  trouble,  woofal 
wish  every  thing  to  remain  in  ttatu  quo,  as  I 
do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  dispose  of  any 
part;  first,  on  aocouotof  Mrs.  8.  to  whom- 
most  of  these  objects  are  precious,  thongh 
otherwise  of  no  value;  and  next,  the  rest 
will  be  of  much  greater  service  to  me  here, 

i  that  is,  the  linen,  &c.  than  what  could  be 
got  for  them.  With  respect  to  the  pictures,  1 
uould  not  by  any  meant  part  with  thcm^  as 

I  they  are  most  of  them  originals  ;  in  saying  ikis, 
J  hare  not  much  changed  my  sentiments  as  to 
the  motives  which  led  you  to  take  this  trouble  ; 

I  the  iksHg  it  as  fixedness  ef  it  ssas  Mm,  but  rir- 
ciimsranr»  may  change,  and  render  it  unneces- 
sary. I  refer  you  to  my  American  friend,  and 
the  letters  unich  he  carries  you,  for  all  lltut  £ 

■  should  otheniuse  write  on  that  head  :  but  not 
recollecting  that  his  business  uould  take  him  so 
great  a  round,  or  rather  not  knoieing  it  till 
after  his  departurtf  I  have  delayed  writing  by 
the  pti'^l,  Tihich  uill  hare  occasioned  you,  £ 
J  cur,  tome  uneasiness :  you  tcilL  however.huve 
received  a  letter  or  letters from  Bere^.  hwhsiw 

I  orders,  and  a  bill  on  hit  account,  u  hich  you  wtU 
place  to  mine.  There  is  a  letter  sent  to  Coper, 
to  pay  in  some  money  on  account  of  Mrs. 
Williams.  I  have  sent  you  the  note  on 
Wright ;  but  I  have  drawn  no  more  on  yon, 
for  i  have  not  yet  received  a  sous  of  what  X 
d^w  on  80  Ions  since;  so  totally  cut  up  is 
foreign  credit,  that  I  have  been  obliged  to 
send  back  all  the  bills  I  have  received,  and 
yet  I  am  at  heavy  expenses.  Fray  have  you 
received  any  thing  yet  from  Donet?  You 
maybe  certain  that  Losack  is  a  swindler,  fisr 
1  can  vouch  that  the  money  is  truly  owing  for' 
goods  to  twice  tbe'amountput  into  his  hands; 

and  R  is  not  the  only  one  he  has  cheated ; 

if  he  could  be  found  'twould  be  so  much 
gained:  he  has  got  also  a  depdt  of  gold 
watches  belonginj;  to  some  one  here,  I  know 

"  not  whom  :  he  and  C  hristie  must  never  think 
of  returning :  1  shali  say  no  more  of  this  man, 
as  you  say  he  is  sunk  into  oblivion,  but  just 
to  mention  that  amongst  other  extravagancies, 
and  claims  made  in  consequence,  is  that  of  a 
youn^  girl  who  has  obtained  judgment  against 
him  for  seduction,  to  the  amount  of  1,200/. 
I  shall  advise  with  Duler  about  something  to 
be  done  with  that  house,  as  they  will  do  no» 
thing  themselves.  You  will  have  received  a 
letter  6001  the  person  whose  note  you  re« 
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ceivcd  on  Bafclay ;  tbat  I  suppose  will  1>e  id- 
Stantly  paid.  Yesterday  I  received  ibe  fol- 
Ipwing  from  Duukirk — "  1  Uul^-  received  vour 
favour,  «dth  the  two  inclosures ;  one  of  the 

parties  is  io  the  situatiun  (arrest)  you  was 
before  advised  in,aDd  which  prevents  lunasay- 
iasL  aiiy  tiling  at  present  to  tiic  business:  the 
qlHer  matter  depends  somew^tatyour  pl<>a- 
aure;  its  not  likely  toohtain  morcthan  24/.  t[iat 
isjtlie  bill  on  the  Engiishhouse  cannot  yet  be 
paid,  that  on  the  French  roav  at  par.  The 
drawer  nuist  ma kr  his  r;ilr;ilations  thcrcoo, 
and  you  luubt  give  mc  advice ;  he  vviU  know 
that  there  is  no  courae  hew,  and  tfiat  there- 
lore  the  law  obligos  no  other  payment.  I 
bave  not  received  Pys.  livrc*,  but  Barclay 
been  soa\c  time  advised  that  they  will 
arrive  ;  I  will  place  them  to  bia  aeooant,  as 
be  thinks  proper;  hut  what  you  ^ay  othcr- 
wii>c  about  hnn  lills  mc  with  the  tlccpest 
concern.  I  judge  my  letlermiscarried,  as  it 
sometimes  happens,  but  hr  will  see  its  con- 
tents in  a  iiew  days  [siiort-hand  characters] 
I  shall  write  to  him  again  in  a  few  days. 
Sabo's  business  was  very  happily  arranged 
before  the  arrival  of  the  ceriiiicatc,  which 
would  otherwise  have  been  of  no  use,  as 
there  was  a  name,  D.  W.  to  it,  which  is 
proscribed  here:  it  w;is  a  reli:;ious  kind  of 
plot;  but  the  conspirators  arc  m  their  turn 
all  in  orison,  and  likely  to  suffer  the  punish* 
nicnl  they  were  pnparingfor  him:  do  inform 
his  frieods  of  this,  particularly  Mrs.  liarbauld, 
to  whom  and  the  Citoycnuc  j  beg  to  be  re- 
membered.   Be   so  kind  as  to  inquire  of 
Cillct  whellier  the  plan  he  prepared  for  lile- 
xary  translation  from  I  rciKh  into  English 
.cannot  be  inverted  with  respect  to  this  coun- 
try — wlielhtr  he  cannot  furni»h  us  with  the 
incans  oi  gelling  hooka  of  merit  which  may 
come  out,  to  translate  from  the  English  into 
French;  u  hoclk^cller  and  a  jirinter  of  cmi- 
Jience  has  been  with  me  on  this  point;  and 
Jcnowing  that  1  have  many  literary  ac(juaiut- 
aaee  amongst  you,  wishes  to  engage  in  pro- 
curing sucli  books        from  the  reptitation 
Ibcy  are  likely  ^o  acuuirc  with  you,  would 
have  a  speedy  sale :  of  this  sort  are  travels, 
and  such  books  as  Mr.  G.  knows  the  selling 
value ;  now,  it  Mr.  jG.  could  procure  the 
sheets  of  any  such  books  as  they  come  out, 
and  send  them  over  by  post,  he  will  receive 
the  proportional  proiit.    Vou  may  tell  him 
that  there  are  two  cases  going  oil  to  llam- 
bn>*,one  of  books,  and  the  other  things  also, 
since  the  ne<c».iTy  permission  is  now  ob- 
tained: be  will  lufoiiu  us  whetlter  any  such 
mwk*  are  in  the  press :  travels  never  nil  of 
one  and  two  editions.    This  connexion  is  a 
yery  important  one,  and  falls  into  our  gene- 
ral plan.   You  may  tell  him  that  we  can 
now  make  a  catalogue  of  twenty  or  thirty 
different  articles,   one  of  which  4  vols,  of 
600  pages  eatli.   This  I  hope  will  be  adopted 
[short-hand  character')]  and  become  a  veiy 

'".onsifkrablc   (.b|-<l.     The  M  — must 

Jbe  soiuewhal  deterred,  but  it  i»  ic:»olved  on 


88  I  raeati<HMd  to  you.   We  have  been  versr. 

busy  of  late,  in  particularly  that  way  [short- 
hand characters]  as  ours  is  the  mo»i  codw 
plete  press  here  far  certain  hooka.  I  will 
make  all  possible  inquiry  about  the  per-^on 
for  whom  Mr.  Grey  interests  himself,  by 
making  application  to  the  proper  offices,  aoid 
writing  to  the  deputiea  on  the  spoL — When 
I  procure  this  intelligence,  what  farther  is  to 
be  done?  and  is  it  Grey  of  tiie  ILouve i  I 

note  what  you  say  of  T  1  hope  yon 

will  be  successful.  1  shall  write  to  Mr.  S. 
Fcnwick,  potie  retianU,  &c.  and  know  from 
him  what  conveyance  woaM  be  saik  I 
suppose  1  am  to  send  him  the  money.  Elea- 
nor tells  me  that  Miss  White  has  not  re- 
ceived the  money ;  will  you  speak  to  her,  and 
she  will  tell  you.  I  could  send  you  uMva 
bills,  but  I  cannot  procure  the  cash  for  them  ; 
if  you  have  any  to  receive  here  send  them, 
but  I  doubt  whether  any  thing  motwtiMi 
par  will  be  paid.  I  have  now  answered  all 
the  contents  of  your  letters.  Tom  mtnt  tamed 
in  a  former  letter  tkat  ym  tkam^  I  kmd  ftw 
many  concerns,  for  my  eateft^Mty,  hmt  mmt  hr 
WM/  itifett/  ;  the  tno$t  important  are  tkoK  tpkirk 
1  hope  are  to  come,  and  vj  uhu-h  you  wtU  be  i«- 
formed.  But  why  remain  un$eU led  t  WH  mi&f  tc 
disappointed ;  and  I  hare  seen  too  much  f*t  trnte 
to  butld  on  any  thing.  Your  letter*  come  te  mm 
mbMijf$tmmmened,m$  the  teml  i$  mntemeked^emil 
am  too  well  knotcn  hrrt  ;  though  I  would  nemt 
with  you  to  write  on  politics,  since  I  tee  all  ymr 
papen  to  excite  any  kind  of  doubt  mhomt  mm 
qwmtpsnrfswcg,  the  letter  you  sent  to  Beckftfr'd 
came  unopened ;  had  it  not  it  n-ould  harr  had  mm 
comequence  ;  as  it  was,  J  sent  U  to  one  of  the 
minittenfer  kit  mamsemieni,  JmmttmUymmhmme 
taken  a  partner;  I  hope,  as  you  mentioned, 
that  this  release*  you  from  temmt  the  emshmrm 
ratamentt  wAldb  extreme  mppUemttmrn  kmt  gimm 
you;  if  tis  plan  you  are  to  be  cottsultedm» 
tahcs  place,  you  will  see  the  necessity  of  disfm^ 
liarrassing  yourself  more.  I  enter  into  no  p«t^ 
ticularn,  a%  you  will  receix>e  othern  ise  such  fl» 
pie  information.  A  Utter  I  tent  of  esplanatiam 
wfU  not  remek  ypv,  m*  the  perton  em*  gome : 
kmwever  it  i$  9oi  materiml  s  md  ym*  dm  wfromg  tm 
l)C  anxious,  as  it  mmy  not  lake,  thouf:h  it  <t>- 
pear*  mbtoiutely  neceumry.  Commercial  schemes, 
like  others^  ore  sometiaies  vieiammry  f  kere^kmmf 
ever,  there  is  toltd  firound.   Yom  mrt  aiMleAaa 

if  i/ini  think  J  have  i  han^ed  my  opinion  rerpeti- 
XHg  the  propruty  (tf  leaving  the  Aoum*,  i  ktftm 
only  suspended  it  $  jm^yemnt^frmm  whmt  ym 
hear;  and  I  only  observe,  that  the  pi  in  xs 
not  laid  aside ;  and  if  'U  be  put  imto  cteetUuMf 
your  poeitiom  there  wiU  eertmmfy  It  •  wsry 
losing  one.  I  shall  not  be  so  long  in  the  taimr» 
xal  of  writing  a^ata,  but  remain  wtih  campUm 
ments  and  respects  to  mU friends,  yourt,  Src. 

1.  HUKFOIID. 

"  Tell  (sbon-hand  characters)  that  thcrr't 
another  *  letter  coniins  for  him,  and 

Ibat  ItbaU  find  the  means,  1  bop^  witmm 

I   —   ■  ■  '% 

*  UU^bk  in  the  ocj^mai.. 
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iKiing  something  important.    Tell  Eleanor  | 
tbat  I  have  received  her  icttrr,  ns  also  the  i 
Drs.  and  a  former  letter  also,  dated  last  Aiigt.  | 
I  will  write  to  lier  very  soon.   Will  you  also  . 
ttU  Tonlmin  that  I  have  received  no  letter 
from  liim  ;  and  he  surely  can  find  something 
lo'nrrite.   You  may  tell  him  that  Mi»s  U. 
M.  W.  has  ^rritten  a  bewilifol  collection  of 
"oimets,  whidj  will  be  sent  him;  they  are  to 
be  printed  io  a  work  of  her's  now  in  the 
ipress.    16th  Feb. 
"  Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Co.  ner- 

rh-^nts,  Rutland  pleoe^TtuHBflS- 

biie*iLj  Looduu." 

[So.  10,  read.] 

My  dear  sir;  I  wrote  you  about  a  week 
ttnce,  raclosing  to  you  a  letter  from  sir  Ro- 
bcit  Smith  to  the  dt^e  of  Dorset.   On  the 

same  ocrasiou  I  have  writtrn  to  lord  T  auder- 
daie.  acquainting  him  also  Uiat  1  iiad  passed 
the  leUer  be  tecom  mended  to  my  care  for 
capt.  Bennett,  thro'  the  minister  of  Tti-irine, 
who  has  specialty  charged  the  comnu&sary 
aft  Toulon  to  find  htm,  and  deKver  it  per- 
scn;illy  ;  and  in  rase  he  was  not  there,  to  dis- 
cover where  he  was  placed,  and  charge  htm- 
aeif  with  the  answer  which  I  will  transmit 
-  tllfO^  you  to  his  mother  when  it  arrives.  I 
acquainted  yon  also  that  sir  Robert  had  writ- 
%ta  to  Driiinmond  to  pay  into  yuur  house 
9001.  which  I  have  advanced  him,  and  also 
M«  13  from  MilchcU  of  Cornhill ;  but  this 
laci,  if  you  have  received  it,  you  must  return, 
as  MileneH  has  drawn  from  Basil  for  it.  No- 
thiog  embarra<ibcs  us  rnorc  at  present  than 
money  concerns,  Ironi  llie  juicertainly  we  are 
in  of  what  i::^  passing  in  EitgUnd  on  that  head; 
nor  do  we  know  iiuw  the  English  here  are  af- 
feclc<l  by  it  Our  case  is  pitcoif^  m  lced,  if 
the  law  readies  us;  lor  it  we  have  tttc  means 
9t  drawtagi  and  receiving  English  value,  we 
arc  not  sure  of  our  bills  being  honoured  in 
England  on  account  of  this  law ;  but  we  trust 
that  it  is  only  fot  French  funds,  and  not  for 
such  as  are  necessary  for  our  immediate  ex- 
isteiHP.  If  siirli  should  he  the  case,  applica- 
tiuii  vu^lii  luslantly  to  be  made  to  govern- 
ment to  prevent  an  aoonmulation  of  distress 
which  nothing  rnn  r>cri"!>fl  I  have  shared 
with  my  impirisoaed  counlrymea  my  own 
nooey,  till  I  have  none  left;  and  the  inter- 
ruption which  has  taken  place,  and  the  ces- 
aation  ot  commerce  here,  has  leit  no  means 
of  Drocuring  from  any  country  but  Switzcr- 
baa.  It  is  on  this  accoont  that  I  have  not 
received  a  sous  from  my  correspondent  at 
Aix.  la  Chapellc,  as  I  have  been  obliged  to 
aend  back  all  the  bills  he  has  sent  me  for 
non-payment,  and  thrrcforc  have  now  re- 
moved my^  account  from  him  to  the  house  of 
Jean  Louts  Bourcard  et  fils,  negoclante  i 
Basle ;  where,  in  future,  you  must  address  all 
your  letters,  instead  of  Liege ;  though  I  have 
met  with  no  inteniiption  in  their  receipt ;  but 
as  it  is  Ukdy,  fipm  circumstances,  that  an 
iBtemiption  may, take  piacc^  il  makes  but 


I  four  days  dilTercncc  to  receive  them  according 
I  to  the  above  address. — I  mentioned  to  ]fOu 
I  in  a  former  letter  that  Beresford  was  going 
,  into  Switzerland.  He  is  now  resident  tnere; 
and  therefore  vou  will  receive,  in  hiture,  let- 
ters and  bills  from  him  as  soon  as  we  know 
what  the  tenor  of  the  law  is;  if  it  sbotild  be 
thus  severe,  applieaUon  must  be  made.— 
The  intention  of  your  administration  m  as  to 
hinder  the  English  here  from  parsing  their 
bills  thro'  the  agency  of  government;  but  if 
they  f^nd  other  means  of  getting  monejTf  it  ii 
nnt  the  intention  nf  your  administration  to 
hmdcrthem.  Consider  this ;  and  if  it  be  ne» 
cessary,  let  no  appticatkm  or  industry  be  want« 
ing,  if  the  existence  of  tlion'^riruls  he  a  matter 
of  any  moment.  I  am  not  aticcted  bvitmy* 
self(  on  the  contrary,  having  the  lull  ef\{o^- 
ment  of  liberty  as  an  artist,  and  also  the  confi- 
dence of  my  nol  heincr  hostile  to  the  cause  of 
liberty,  I  utn  mure  iii<in  free.  I  am  respect- 
ed, tho'  I  keep  aloof  from  all  political  ac- 
quaintance. I  am  indeed  the  chief  support 
of  my  unfortunate  countrymen ;  and  my  tmie 
is  employed  tn  relieving  and  alleviating  their 
wants  —  I  am  also  happy  to  Inform  you,  thai 
my  own  aftairs  go  on  very  prosperously,  tho* 
the  calls  I  have  from  the  alfove circumstances 
are  so  many  drawbacks.  Beresford  writea 
me,  that  he  has  drawn  on  you  for  200/.  one 
at  ten  days  sight,  and  the  oiher  sixty,  which 
ymi  will  please  accept;  and  even  if  Drum- 
mond  slioul  1  not  pay,  you  will  receive  the 
vakie  in  aood  time.— i  toid  you  alto  in  my  let- 
ter, tkat  I  kad  receieerf  c  letter  from  the  Ame- 
ricarif  and  mho  teat  then  foin/;  to  TjOndon. 
You  rcUl  hnre  teen  him  by  this  ttmey  and  will 
hate  arranged  hi$  affairs  xcilh  him.  To  return 
a<;ain  to  the  law  in  Question:  if  anydlfficulty 
should  arise,  I  shall  order  monies  to  be  paid 
into  your  house,  and  not  trust  the  interchange 
of  Ulis.  You  must  pay  the  sums  into  the 
bouse  of  Patterson,  liCe,  and  Iselin,  London, 
on  account  of  tlie  Swiss  house,  Jean  Bourcard 
ct  fils,  abovcmentioned ;  from  whence  they 
will  have  the  mcani,  of  procuring  it;  but  I 
trust,  as  I  have  s;ii;',  tin'  fli^^  bill  dors  riot 
affect  then). — 1  am  miuiinttl  UjuI  ttie  wuxq  is 
gone  nn  your  account,  and  I  hope  it  will  ar- 
ri\  (  to  :i  :;ood  market. — 1  have  got  in  receive 
here  oa  account  of  Sih.  as  thousand  iivre^ 
which  I  must  wait  the  payment  of  ill  a  dtvv 
sion  be  made.  Perhaj's  I  sliall  reteive  it  in 
wine,  which  1  will  Ibrward  to  youi  account. 
The  books  are  lying  at  liavre  stiL;  and  we 
have  great  hopes  of  getting  them  non  away, 
as  we  have  pa<l  all  our  examinaliom.  In  fu- 
ture there  will  be  no  trouble  on  tliis  head. 
I  wrote  to  you  also  respecting  the  bills  you 
sent  mc.  Your  broker  will  inform  v*ou  whe- 
ther I  should  receive  tbcm  at  par^  waich  is  an 
immense  loss;  but  they  cannot  otherwise  be 
paid ;  and  then  I  will  remit  you  the  value  in 
En;^rtsh  money.  What  other  bills  you  may 
receive,  you  must  send  to  the  house  above- 
mentioilcd,  who  will  pass  them;  but  send 
Moe  tp  me  yottnelf;  and  be  caulioua  only 


Digitized  by  Google 


1M7]     96  OBOB6B  III. 


about  meotioninz  money  concerns. 

3? 


-I  have 

the  opportunity  of  pas.'-ine  this  by  a  friend  to 
Basle,  and  therefore  I  speaii  thus  explicitly ; 
but  your  leUers  to  ne  eanoot  reach  me,  with- 
out the  risk  at  least  of  examination ;  tho\  ai  I 
huve  saidf  I  am  treated  with  a  good  deal  of  de- 
licacy on  that  head. — I  have  uut  yet  received 
moy  news  of  Dr.  P.'s  money  being  vrived  at 
Aix,  Itut  I  suppose  it  is  there.  1  ;mi  sorry  he 
is  going  to  ieave  us ;  but  I  suppose  it  is  ar- 
ranged  beyood  the  power  of  alteration.  Jef- 
ferson is  expected  nere  for  some  great  pur- 
pose ;  through  him  Payne  will  get 
Bis  liberty.  I  see  hini  lonietliBet*  There  is 
nothing  agaiust  him  of  any  sort.   God  bless 

}fo\i.  Make  SIJ  hest  respects  to  aii  our 
rieads.  Yours,  &c. 

"  Mar€h  4, 1794.        "  I.  Houobo.*' 
«  Mc^^irnrs  Lawrence  and  Co. 

Rutiand-  place^ThaiQe»-streety 
■  Lo&donr 

Mr.  Johm  CUrk  swom.— Examined  by  Mr. 


You  were,  I  believe,  in  the  year  1794,  ctp* 

ttin  of  the  ship  the  Elbe  ?— Yes. 

Do  you  remember  in  that  year  bringin 
nny  passennra  on  board  your  veMel  toHull 
•-Yes,  in  that  year  1  had  many. 

Do  you  remember  coming  to  Hull  un  the 
95th  of  Febnitry,  1794 f^Yw. 

Do  you  remember  n  piMeoger  on  boeid 
your  ship  leaving  this  direction  with  you? 
(No.  11.  A.) — Its;  this  direction  was  left 
ivith  mc  by  one  of  the  passengers  who  OUnv 
ftomUaroburgh  to  Hull. 

Mr.  Tkmat  Maeiean  celled  agein. 

Mr.  GarrovK — I>ook  at  these  papers  [No. 
17,  and  No.  18]  did  you  seize  them  etMr. 
Stone's  house  at  Old  Ford?~l  did. 

Mr.  Crmnov. — No.  17,  and  No.  18,  purport 
to  be  an  arrount  ^taterl  nnd  MtUed  lielween 
Mr.  Jack>ou  and  Mr.  Sionc. 

Mr.  Thomat  Maclean  cross-examined  by  Mr. 
Serjeant  ildbir. 

You  went  to  Old  Ford  to  apprehend  Mr. 
StMie  en  tbe  Saturday  evening,  I  believe^— 

I  did. 

You  fcuud  m  his  house  at  Old  Ford,  ttic 
UflMlle  of  papers  before  produced?— I  did. 

Dill  M  Sloue,  when  ne  knew  of  your  busi- 
ngs, mase  any  endeavour  to  concral  any  of 
these  papers,  or  any  other  papers  P—>No,  quite 
the  contiary,  Mr.  Stone  opened  the  drawers 
in  wliict:  these  papers  were,  and  produced 
most  of  lie  papers  himself. 

Had  fat  any  opportunity  to  conv^  anvi^  or 
secrete  any  papers^  or  did  he  aHeogpt  so  to 
do? — No. 

Lord  XmyoRvi— He  had  no  opportunity  of 
doin(;  so  ? — No;  T  remained  in  theiOOnliU 
1  had  niarkrfl      that  i  found. 

Mr.  Serjejuii  Adair. — During  the  whole 
time  fsm  WOT  empkyed  to  seardung  ftr  Mr. 


by  himy  or  any  of  his  famUy,  to  conceal  er 

secrete  any  of  thr  m  '—Not  m  the  Ic^it. 

I  have  not  the  least  reason  to  suppose  tkud 
you  are  stating  any  thing  which  yon  do  nel 
Deiicvetohe  true;  be  so  good  as  lo  look  again 
at  the  papers  marked  No,  17,  and  No.  18, 
about  which  you  are  now  questioned,  aiKi  ted 
me  whether  you  recollect  distinctly  whoa 
those  papers  wrro  fujnd? — Those  papers  were 
found  in  a  room  like  a  library,  where  ttiere 
were  a  great  many  receptacles,  different  draw- 
cr«!,  but  outof  which  particular  drawer  tbqf 
might  be  taken,  I  do  not  recollect. 

Did  you  go  with  Mr.  Slooe  on  the  Monday 
to  his  countingobouse  in  the  city  ? — I  did  not. 

Mr.  Garrow. — Hrne  yon  there  No.  IT 
and  No.  18,  or  No.  i?  auii  No.  19.? — No.  17 
and  No  19* 

Mr.  Garrtm. — My  inarrnracy  in  callii^ 
them  No.  17  and  No.  itt,  uibiead  of  No.  17 
and  No.  19,  led  ti>e  witness  into  the  asistahe. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair. — Were  the  drawers 
and  receptacles  in  which  these  papers  were 
found,  under  a  lock  ? — They  were. 

VVhu  had  thekey?.-!  think  I  kept  pos- 
session of  the  kev  from  Salurdav  til!  SunJiy, 
till  they  were  ta^eo  out;  1  gave  toe  keys  to 

Mr.  Stone  to  the  best  of  my  ree'" — ^  

himself  gave  out      xhc  papers 
the  assistance  of  the  me^^seug^. 


Mr.  2%om* 


Maclean  re- 

Garrow 


ftaminad  by  Mf. 


You  did  not  go  alonj»  I  take  for  panted?-^ 

I  did  not. 

My  learned  friend  asM  whether  Mr. 

Stone,  or  his  family,  attempted  to  conceal 


any  thing;  would  it  have  been  possible,  if 
they  haa  made  any  such  attempt,  to  have 
Buooeeded  P— It  would  not. 


Mr.  Edaard  Latumn  sworn.— Examined  by 
Mr.  Garrdv. 

Did  you  assist  in  the  search  at  Mr.  Stone's 
house  at  Old  Ford  ?— I  found  this  paper  (Me. 
18),  in  Mr.  Stone's  house  in  London. 


Mr.  JiMit  iraM  sworn.— 
Wood 


EaaaHoed  by  Mr. 


Did  you  know  Mr.  Jackson  f-^l  knew  the 
late  Mr.  Jackbon. 
Are  yo«i  acquainted  with  his  hand^wrHiDf  f 

— 1  am. 

Look  at  this  paper  (No.  11,  A.)  whose 
hand*writiog  do  vou  believe  it  to  be?— I  be- 
lieve it  is  Mr.  Jackson's  hand-wrilin::. 

Look  at  No.  17,  No.  18,  and  No.  19;  do 
ou  a.l^o  believe  them  to  be  Mr.  Jacksoo*S 

nd-wriUng  ?— 1  believe  thcin  to  he  hb  hand- 
writing* 

(Ne.ll,  J.  lead.] 

"  John  Cokayne,  esq.  L^w's-um,  Mtf 
Temple-bar,  London,  enckiae  n  IvHer  ta  fft 
ihiit  ilhr  Mr.  Jackaon." 

vpw^pv^^^v^w  ■■vBO  wve^ww*v 
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im2  M  Hisf^  Trwttm. 

pro.  17,  md.] 

State  ofmyieoouat  with  Tourlwolber. 

"  I  \tfi  in  his  hands  -  -  ll,»oo  Livres. 
<<Hebailtoreoe!velbriiie  -  2,000 


^  Total  led  in  hb  hands  -  13,800  Livres, 

■^vhirh  makps  -   -   -   -   575  Louis d'ors. 
"  1  have  reced  ia  specie 

from  Roah   -  -  -  -  -  SO 
*'  Idrrw  on  him  for  SCO  livres 

to  purchase  gold  at  Calais, 

making  15 
**  Remains  now  in  your  bro- 

ther's  hands    -    -  -  -  540  Louis  d'ors. 

**  N.  B.  In  the  above  statement,  money 
and  paper  arc  considered  at  par ;  which  is  the 
case  as  to  3  our  brother,  as  specie  and  assig- 
nats  are  to  bim  of  the  same  value." 

[No,  18,  read.] 

"  15  March,  1794. 
**  Received  of  Mr.  Stone  fifty  pounds  in 
cash,  and  two  bills,  the  one  for  twenty,  the 
Other  for  twenly-five  pounds. 

"  Wm.  Jacksom." 

[No.  19,  read.] 
**  A  Cross  X 

*  To  Monsieur  Dandibuscaille, 

**  The  uulwaid  cover  To 
"  Messrs.  Texier  Angely, 
et  Massac, 

"  i  Amsterdam." 

"ACrossx 

**  Outward  cover, 

"  To  Air.  Chapcaiirougc, 
"  Merchant, 

"  llanibourg,'* 
"  In  each  a  recommendation  to  forward 
the  enclosed." 

(To  Mr.  Thmnat  Maclean.) — Did  you  lind 
this  paper  (No.  13)  any  where?— Yes,  at  Mr. 
Stone's  house  at  Old  Ford. 

(To  Mr.  Holmet),— Do  you  believe  that  to 
be  Mr.  Hurford  Stone's  hand  writing  ?— I  do. 

[No.  13,  read.] 

*  MfydettrSir;  T  kwtkb  moment  received 

ymr  frtfrr  f  (he.  4th  vf  March,  in  which  you 
infi»rtn  HiCf  that  you  have  seen  Mr  J  nrrl  veru 
pnuknify  desiitjrom  any  hut  gencrui  observO' 
tions;  it  it  very  pouible  that  ymt  may  etrreet 
his  rtV?r»,  find  J  roujecture  in  uhaf  mmnrr.  I 
tupposc  ice  thaU  hear  from  him  »m  due  ttme,  a$ 
he  wilt  Aew  the  meam  efteniing.  Be  hat  no 
doubt  ccmmvnicnted  to  you  all  that  wat  expe- 
dient, and  I  trust  to  kirn  for  the  mum  ^re- 
eommunieation, 

"  T!  e  act  in  question,  is  particularly  dis- 
tressing^ to  tho'-e  who  are  here  in  a  state  of 
confinciuent;  and,  though  it  does  notaflcct 
me,  I  cannot  help  feefang  much  afflicted  at 
the  horrors  it  will  occasion.  T  have  written 
•a  Mr.  Sheridan,  praying  him  to  procure  son>f> 
nuer,  and  I  appre&M  kom  what  I  have 


seen  in  the  papers  that  it  was  the  altomey- 
geoeral's  intention,  wlitii  the  great  object  of 
the  bill  was  secured,  to  bring  in  a  fresh  bilL 
probably  with  a  view  to  this  individual  relten 
I  see  that  there  is  a  provision  in  the  act,  i^tatinnr 
that  nothing  in  it  snail  be  construed  \o  extend 
to  any  act,  which  shall  be  done  by  anf  person, 
or  in  any  j>l k  ' ,  1v  virtue  of  anaulhorty,  given 
bjr  order  of  council  or  otherwise,  &;c  so  that 
if  a  commission  were  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  nature  of  bills  drawn  from  tiis  coon* 
try ;  and  finding  that  they  did  properly  come 
within  the  meaning  of  the  act,  asthey  cer- 
tainly do  notoottie  within  the  meanngctftbe 
title  of  the  act,  individual  relief  irignl  veiy 
consistently  with  its  full  operation!,  as  to  aU 
the  essential  points,  be  granted. 

It  is  no  inconvcuitiue  to  me,  that  you 
have  returned  the  bill  of  lOO/.  since  I  have 
reced.  no  value  for  it — there  w<  e  two  that  I 
drew,  I  suppose  the  first  it  paU.  I  did  not 
imagine  that  the  payment  of  lilln  suhjcctcd 
the  person  paying  to  any  othir  than  double 
the  amount  on  conviction;  atleast  the  act  I 
have  in  my  possession  says  ^o ;  however,  I 
shall  not  draw  any  more  or  you,  but  pray 
you  to  pay  into  the  house  of  ntterson,  Lee, 
and  Iselin,  on  account  of  Jean  Louis  Beuiw 
card,  et  Fils,  Basle,  w  hat  rionies  may  come 
to  your  hands,  and  1  wo'd  nave  you  call  oil 
them,  and  mention  the  reasons  why  you  can* 
not  pay  that  drawn  on  •'uti  for  200/.  from 
Basle,  if  you  do  not  pay  it,  tho*  that  is  not 
on  French  accotmt ;  and.tf  Droromond  gives 
you  any  money  on  SmllK's  account,  you  may 
pay  it  to  them.  If  you  .eceive  that  money  it 
will  indemnify  you  for  the  payment  of  the 
300/.  If  you  have  mt  sent  the  assignatf, 
you  may  pay  them  into  that  house  on  Bonr- 
card's  account,  taking  care  to  make  your  ini- 
tials on  the  back  of  each,  to  prevent  the  ex* 
chan^i^e  of  them  for  (alse  ones;  intl.  if  they 
cannot  take  them,  ycu  may  advise  with  them 
on  the  best  way  of  forwaitling  them  to  the 
house  of  TJjsle.  I  si  o'd  he  very  careful  not 
to  commit  either  you  or  myself  in  any  trans- 
action ;  but,  if  you  could  accept  either  oi  the 
bills  which  are  drawn  on  you  from  Basle,  I 
could  offlrr  vou  the  atnount  thro'  UoliaM^ 
without  any  delay. 

'*  When  aflEurs  are  better  arranged,  I  eaa 
open  an  account  of  some  conscqucn-r;  but 
atpreseni,  not  knowing  in  the  tiuctualion  of 
amirs  where  to  fix,  it  is  impossible.  I  go  on 
with  my  printing,  which  will  succeed  very 
well,  especially  i?  there  he  any  prospect  of 
peace.  I  wo'd  have  you  write  directing  your 
letters  to  the  house  at  Basle,  instead  of  Liege, 
till  further  nolicp;  he  very  guarded,  as  arp 
still  in  a  state  of  revolution,  where  veiy  slight 
thin^  may  have  serious  cmssequeneea. 

"  Iti  creat  hasten  I  subscribe  myself  yoor^ 
^thfully, 

«*  March  ibth,  1794.        L  Uusroao." 
•«  Messieurs.  Lawrence  and  Co, 

Negotiants,  Rntlr^nd-placti 
Tbaa)es>»treet,  London." 
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mi\      36  G£OEG£  UL 

J6i»  Mmg,  esq.  sworn^Esamiiifld  bj  Mr. 

Law. 

You  are  unrlcr  ?rcretary  of  state  ?— Yes. 

Do  yju  remember  being  present,  at  the 
aetaire  tf  any  of  tlie  jpapers  of  Mr.  WilUatn 
Stone,  a  Old  Ford? — \es,  I  was. 

Do  ym  recollect  wliat  time  that  was? — I 
believe  tie  3rd  of  May,  1794. 

Do  yoi  recollect  enquiring  of  Mr.  William 
Stone,  vhether  he  had  any  correspondence 
uuder  Iht  signatures  of  Popkins,  and  Enots; 
or,  if  heknew  ot  ^nth  a  correspondence? — I 
re mcmbo- telling  Mr.  .Stone,  that,  if  he  would 
give  up  tt  the  messeogers,  the  correspondence 
tnat  pasasd  between  him  and  Mr.  Jacksoo, 
Ly  the  nancs  of  Enots  and  Popkin?,  his  otlicr 
papers  would  not  be  molested ;  he  answered, 
that  no  cotrespondence  had  passed  between 
him  and  Mr  Jackson,  by  those  names.  In  a 
sliort  lime  alicrwartls,  a  letter  was  found  upon 
the  cscrutoiri,  upon  the  writing  table. 

Please  to  look  at  that  letter,  and  see  whe- 
ther lliat  was  ound  soon  after  you  put  that 
<^uestJonf  and  -eceived  that  answer  ? — It  was 
Mgiied>-^<  Thonas  Popkias." 

Do  you  belie/c  that  to  be  the  letter  you 
found  ? — I  did  rot  mark  any  letter,  I  can  only 
say  to  the  best  oF  my  recoUection,  this  is  the 
letter. 

I  believp  Mr.  '.atirtm  wa?  with  you  at  the 
time  you  found  liat  letter? — Yes,  and  Mr. 
Maclean. 

Whether  you  arc  clear  in  your  memory; 
tbaly  before  you  fouid  that  letter,  Mr.  Stone 
bad  told  you,  that  no  correvpoodence  bad 

passed  between  him  and  Jackson,  by  the 
names  of  Knots  and  Po{ikin><.' — Yes — f  heg 
to  say  again,  1  lluuk  this  ib  liic  iellcr;  but,  I 
had  not  marked  it. 

Before  you  found  any  letter  si^jned  Thomas 
Popkinh,  Mr.  Stone  6aid,  that  no  corrcspond- 
aoce  had  passed  bciweeii  htm  and  Mr.  Jack- 
SQD  by  those  names?— He  did. 

Mr.  Edward  Lauxnn  caUeil  agam. 

Mr.  Oarrow. — It  appears  that  you  have 
marked  this  paper  [sbowiuiL!  it  to  the  witne<5s], 
as  one  of  the  papers  found  at  Mr.  Stone's. 
<^Yes»  this  is  one  that  I  fonnd  there. 

Jekm  King,  esq.,  cruss^eaamined  by  Mr.  £n- 

kine. 

You  attended  the  king's  messengers,  when 
they  went  to  Old  Ford,  for  the  purpose  of  ar- 
resting Mr.  Stojjc— were  you  present  when 
he  was  arrested  ?~ I  was  not^I  came  in  a  few 
minutes  aftenamrds ;  they  went  into  the  honte 
before  me. 

Please  to  recollect,  whether  it  waa  not 

T.au?un  that  asked  for  this  corre' pon  lrnre, 
between  Popkins  and  Enots } — I  do  nut  recol- 
lect, whether  lAtmm  asked  for  it  or  not ;  but 
I  am  clear  I  did. 

You  do  not  know,  whether  l^uzun  bad 
not  asked  iuoi  lor  it  before  i — i  do  not. 

Of  course,  if  yen  did  not  hear  the  <|ncstiMi, 
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you  cannot  tell  what  answer  was  ^iven  to  it 
— I  believe  the  papers  in  geiitr.ir  were  all 
found  lying  there,  without  any  conr' alment 
of  any  sort?*— Many  of  them  xvere  four.i  in 
drawers ;  arjd  many  of  tiiem  were  found  in 
little  holes,  or  places  which  made  a  part  ef 
ihls  writing  d'">k. 

Not  iu  any  circumstances  of  cooccalmcai  ? 
No. 

Did  you  observe  any  circumstances  of  eni- 
barrassnient,  more  than  must  necessarily  be* 
long  to  persons  in  such  a  situation  ? — No,  less 
than  I  shotild  have  expected  upon  such  an 

ocraslon. 

In  conseaucnce  of  the  arrest,  Mr.  Stone  was 
brought  betore  the  privy  council  ?— lie  was. 

Yuu  were  of  c\  urse  present  at  t'lc  privy 
coimcil  ?— I  was  during  a  good  part  of  his  exa> 
mination. 

Where  was  this  particular  letter,  which  yen 
have  y\-i  now  spoken  to,  fotnid  ^ — It  wit^ 
fouud  lying  upon  a  table  that  would  let  down, 
from  an  escnitoire  to  write  upon — ^it  was  lying 
open — I  mean  unsealed. 

Nut  at  all  distinguished  from  the  re&t  by 
any  particular  concealment,  but  intermixed 
Willi  the  others? — Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  Mr.  Stone's  saying,  rohm* 
tarily,  him^Kilf,  to  llie  privy  eouncil  

Mr.  JLav.— I  believe  his  examtnatioo  Ik  Tore 
the  privy  council  waa  taken  in  wtiting?— >it 
was. 

Mr.  Lam.— I  object  to  any  pard  eaanhm- 

tion     to  thai. 

Mr.  Erskine^. — Did  you  go  to  Mr.  8tone*s 
countin&house  in  cotisequence  of  what 
said  by  nim  at  the  privy  council? — I  cm 
answer  for  that ;  I  nelieve  it  was  in 
quence  of  that. 

When  you  went  to  the  counting-house  of 
^Tr.  Stone,  in  con<rqt»?nre  of  what  you  have 
just  described,  were  both  those  papers  {the 
aceount  and  receifrt)  or  only  one  of  them 
found  ? — I  have  seen  these  papers  before,  but 
I  cannot  now  recollect  whether  they  wcie 
found  at  the  coimting-house  or  where. 

Lord  ireMyoii._What  are  the  muahcn  of 
those  papers  ? 

Mr.  Erskine. — ^No.  17  and  No.  18. — Did 
you  see  these  puptn  together  F— I  eaasat  nay 
whether  they  were  t'v^r>t!ter;  I  have  5eeo 
them  before,  but  cannot  answer  as  to  wbere 
they  were  found. 

Do  you  renietnbcr  a  partiruT.ir  'itijf  .en  •3 
being  expressed  by  Mr.  htone  at  hndiog  IhotM 
papers  i — I  do :  he  said  that  was  the  papct 
they  were  lookkig  for. 

Was  the  discovery  of  that  paper  made  hy 
him?— If  I  recollect  right,  Mr.  White  imiad. 
it--He  was  with  me. 

An  impression  seemed  made  upon  your 
mind  upon  that  occasion  ?— The  impieiaiitn 
upon  my  mind  was,  that  when  it  wan  immdi^ 
he  expressed  himself  to  be  pleased. 

Mr.  i.a«e — Btit  he  did  not  lead  to  the  bjiii« 
ingof  it  i — 1  cannot  speak  as  to  ti^l ;  i  ihiafc 

MnWhiieliMiiNlit; 
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Jot  HigA  fteoMk, 

Mr.  \Vood.^-Ms>  Mr.  Walsh]  Look  at  this 
letter,  signed  llionMS  Popkiii<i,  and  saj  whe- 
ther you  believe  ti  tQ  be  Mr.  JeckMa's  band- 

wriluig? — I  do. 

[No.  20,  read.] 

"  Mlin,  5th  ApHl,  1794. 

**  Dear  sir Owing  to  a  wicty  of  inci- 
dents, which  I  will  explain  when  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you,  T  have  been  prevented 
writing  uitUl  iLc  preseut  moment.  Some  very 
excellent  friends  to  whom  I  owe  most  singular 
obligation';,  hv\\\o  apprized  of  my  arrival, 
have  endeavoured  to  render  me  service ;  aoa 
were  their  power  equal  to  their  wlab«s  I  am 
confulent  I  should  expcricnrr  the  benefit  of 
their  good  intentions ;  accepting,  as  i  do,  the 
will  ior  the  act,  they  have  a  claim  on  my 
gratitude. — I  request,  my  dear  sir,  that  you 
will  dedicate  an  mstaut,  on  the  return  of  tfie 
po6t,  in  acknowledging  the  rect.  of  this  letter ; 
and  if  you  have  any  Ktters  from  the  family 
at  Shields,  which  reprird  thrir  Lifliir-^  in  this 
country,  you  cannot  too  soon  mclose  tticm  to 
VMtf  as  the  asiixea  at  Cork  are  about  to  com- 
mence. In  llie  course  of  a  very  few  days  I 
will  give  you  some  information  respecting  the 
bills  which  you  commissioned  uic  to  present. 
I  hope  your  lady  enjoys  better  health;  and, 
with  very  sincere  wi^-hes  for  her  und  your  liap- 
pioeas^  I  request  you  to  believe  me  your  real 
mand,  'Aioicas  PoFKiva. 

**  I  must  rrqncst  you  not  to  make  use  of 
any  of  the  addresses  X  loll  you,  the  price 
nature  of  the  wtielee  being  entirely 
cbaqted. 

**  Yoti  will  have  the  goodness  to  enclose 
your  letter  or  letters  to  nte  under  a  cover,  ttnis 
diiactad' 

"  John  Cokaynr.  r-q 
Hyde's  Coffee-  house,  Dame  bireet,  Dubhn. 
"  Play  write  immediately. 
Mr.  Stone." 

OVmr  Carbon  esq.,  sworn.— Eiamiocd  by 

Mr.  OflrrOTT. 

T  believe  yon  arc  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
police  iu  Dublin  i — i  aui. 

Were  you  <me  of  the  persons  who  assisted 
in  the  apprehension  of  .Jackson,  who  was 
afterwarcis  tried  there  for  high  treabou? — 
was. 

Did  you  seize  any  papers  at  the  tinse  of 
his  apprehension  ? — I  clio. 

Look  at  this  paper  [showing  the  witness 
No.  ftl]  and  tell  me  whether  this  is  one  of 
the  papeia  yoM  aakad  upon  4bal  ooeaaioiir— 
It  is. 

Mr.  'Reuben  Smith  sworn. — Examined  by  Mr. 

Garrow. 

Are  you  acqu^iintcd  willi  Mr.  WiUim 
Stone  f — Yes. 

Have  yon  seen  him  write?*— I  liavc. 

Ijook  at  this  paper  and  say,  whether  you  bc- 
H«ye  it  to  be  Mr.  WiUiam  ;$lo«e«tlHUMl-wril. 
Ing?— I  think  il  iy. 

VOL.  XXV. 


Look  at  the  address — Do  you  believe  that 
to  be  likewise  Mr.  Stone's  hand- writings- 
There  is  a  variation  in  the  address  that  1  can 
hardly  speak  to  :  the  body  of  it  I  believe  lo 
be  his. 

Docs  il  appear  to  you  to  be  his  hand-writ- 
ing, though  varied,  or  is  Uiere  a  doubt  in  your 
mind  whether  it  is  his  hand-writing  or  not  ? — 
It  it  the  character  of  Mr.  Stone's  writings  but 
in  some  respects  it  is  varied. 

The  body  of  the  letter,  and  the  reversed 
signature,  you  have  nodoubtareMr.Slonc^af 
— ^I'he  body  of  the  letter  b:is  the  appaaianM 
of  iieing  Mr.  Stone's  hand-writing. 

And  the  stmalure?-- The  name  being  ro- 
vened,  I  can  T.  u  rHy  speak  to  that. 

With  respect  to  the  superscription,  do  yOu 
believe  that  to  be  written  by  Mr.  Stone,  though 
the  character  is  altered  ;  I  hardly  know  how 
to  answer  tha^  question;  theie  seems  tobt 
a  diil'erenee. 

Is  the  variation  such  as  to  make  you  doubt 
whether  he  wroti  it  ?  -There  is  a  variation  of 
the  character :  there  is  a  part  is  familiar  to 
me  as  fab  writing;  the**?"  is  not  lamiliar 
to  me. 

Do  you  believe  the  contraction  "  \f  r."  is 
wuucii  by  Mr.  William  Stone? — Yes,  i  believe 
it  is. 

Lord  Kenyan. — I'j>on  the  whole,  judging  as 
well  as  you  can,  do  you  believe  it  is  his  hand- 
writingr— I  should  think  it  is;  but  thm.ia 
some  variation  from  bis  ordinary  character. 

Mr.  Keuhen  f^mith  cross-examined  tij  Mr. 
Serjeant  ddair. 

Are  you  well  acquainted  with  "^Tr.  Stone's 
hand-writing?— 1  Imve  s»eeu  bun  wnte  many 
times. 

Are  you  so  acquainted  with  it  as  to  enable 
vou  U>  form  a  competent  judgment  of  lus 
hand-writing  ?— Yes,  I  think  so. 

Have  you  always  said  so — or  rather  have 
you  never  said  otherwise:' — I  do  not  think  1 
ever  did  say  lUrect  otherwise  in  my  life:  I 
should  say  it  is  a  very  difficttit  thing  to  swear 
to  hand  writin.;. 

liaveyou  never  to  any  body  expressed  a 
doobt  with  respect  to  Mr.  Stone*s  hand-wril* 
ing?— No,  never. 

Mr.  Peter  Longrl^:^*'  sworn.— Eacamincd  by 

Mr.  Law. 

Arc  vou  ncfjnainted  with  Mr*  WiUiani 
Stone's  hand-wnting  ? — Yes. 
Have  you  seen  him  write  } — Frequently. 

Look  at  that  letter  [showing  it  to  the  wit- 
nessj  and  say  whether  you  believe  it  to  be 
his  hand-writing?— I  believe  the  body  of  the 
letter  to  be  his  hand-writing. 

Does  tljc  chrci.lion  strike  you  as  his  liAnd- 
writing,  irom  vuur  knowledge  and  rccuUec- 
tionof  bis  hand  Mt  does. 

[No.  21,  read  J 

^  Dear  sir ;  I  yesterday  raced  vours  of  Ibe 
Mh  instant.  I  am  happy  you  lino  yourdelf  so 
4& 
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agreeably  situated  where  you  are.  I  have  re- 
ceived no  letter  for  you,  but  the  day  after  you 
left  me  I  rercd  one,  to  say  your  first  letters 
were  received.  I  have  received  another  since, 
in  which  mine  was  acknowledged,  which  I 
wrote  the  post  after  Gillet  was  with  us,  but 
DO  mention  was  made  of  any  other. 

"  I  have  not  made  use  of  what  you  left  with 
me.  What  a  wonderful  chan<;e  there  is  in  the 
family ;  will  it  tend  to  good  ?  I  confess  I  think 
better  of  it  now  than  before.  I  want  what 
you  possess,  a  knowledge  of  the  several 
brancoes  of  it,  to  form  a  proper  judgment  of 
their  conduct  in  the  last  fracas. 

"  Political  affairs  seem  taking  a  strange 
turn,  if  wc  take  into  our  view  the  great  whole. 
I  cease  to  wonder  at  any  thing  We  seem,  I 
think,  to  be  the  only  party  resolved  to  go  on 
with  vigour.  The  king  of  Prussia  publicly 
avows  his  disinclination ;  and  I  tinnk  the 
French,  as  well  as  the  emperor,  show  it  by 
their  inaction;  but  to  what  can  the  proscrip- 
tion now  going  forward  in  Paris  tend  ?  Will 
it  purify  them,  and  make  their  conduct  less 
exceptionable  ami  their  government  more 
fix'd  ;nul  permanent.  I  really  feel  a  kind  of 
awe  in  thinking  on  those  subjects,  and  Fee 
every  day  new  matter  to  astonish  roe.  Wc 
arc  all  tolerable  well.  I  remain  yours,  very 
truly,  W.  Enots. 

April  11/ A,  1794. 

"  P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have 
received  a  letter,  in  which  is,  *  I  have  received 
*.  our  friend's  letters,  and  you  must  tell  him, 

*  that  having  given  them  to  the  proper  peonle, 
'  he  must,  in  tiiture,  address  his  friend  Nicno- 

*  las,  and  not  me;'  and  in  the  conclusion,  he 
particularly  requests  he  may  not  be  written  to, 

I  feel  particularly  happy  that  the  several 
letters  have  been  received,  and  I  trust  that 
even  in  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  fa- 
ipily,  they  will  produce  proper  eft'ecls." 

Mr.  Garrox  to  Mr.  Maclean. — Look  at  these 
papers,  No.  11,  No.  11*,  and  No.  13;  did 

fou  find  them  at  Mr.  Stone's  house  at  Old 
ord  ?— Yes. 

Mr,  Oarroiv  to  Mr.  Longrigge. — Look  at 
No.  11:  do  you  believe  that  to  be  the  hand- 
writing of  Mr.  William  Stone? — Yes. 

Do  you  believe  No.  11*  to  bo  his  band* 
writing?— That  is  not 

Is  any  part  of  it  Mr.  Stone's  hand- writing? 
-~Thcre  is  a  postscript  which  has  since  been 
crossed  through,  part  of  the  writing  on  the 
second  side  of  the  sheet,  and  part  on  the 
third  side  of  the  sheet,  are  Mr.  Stone's  hand- 
vriling. 

Look  at  No.  19,  do  you  believe  that  to  be 
Mr.  Stone's  writing  ? — No  part  of  this,  that  I 
Mce,  is  Mr.  William  Stone's. 

Do  you  kuo\Y  whose  band-writing  it  is?  — 
I  do  not. 

Mr,  Peter  Longrigge  cross-examined  by  Mr. 
Serjeant  Adair. 

Do  you  know  whether  this  first  page  of 
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No.  11*,  is  Mr.  Stone's  haad-wrUingf— It  19 
not,  except  what  is  crossed  out. 

[No.  It,  read.] 

"  Exclusive  of  positive  information  of  the 
temper  of  the  country,  it  may  hi.  known 
b^  people  at  a  distance  by  the  following 
signs : 

There  are  no  petitions  against  the  war. 
"  There  are  courtly  verdicts  given  by  juries, 
with  few  exceptions. 

There  are  no  mobs,  though  much  dis- 
tress. 

"  There  is  much  readiness  U>  enlist  ss 

soldiers. 

"  There  is  mueh  quietness  in  being  ink' 
pressed  on  the  part  of  seamen. 

"  The  votes  of  parliament  are  nearly  una- 
nimous, though  the  parliament  has  run 
through  half  its  length,  and  the  members  W 
the  House  of  Commons  look  io  their  re- 
election. 

*'  The  stability  of  lord  Chathara  coaliaucs 

in  defiance  of  all  his  neglects. 

Terror  pervades  the  i]rien<U  of  iibertj, 
who  would  £iion  show  a  different  appearance, 
if  they  were  countenanced  by  tlic  majority  oi 
the  people. 

"  The  temper  of  England  is  in  favor  of  the 
first  French  revolution,  but  not  of  the  second. 
However,  on  the  whole,  it  shows  symptoms 
of  beuig  adverse  to  the  present  situation  of 
tlie  WAR,  not  from  disliking  its  principles,  bat 
from  seeing  little  profit  in  it.  Atthesaxu 
time  tliat  they  think  its  main  object  uoattauk- 
able  (namely,  the  overthrow  of  the  present 
French  system),  they  would  be  more  earned 
for  peace,  had  tbev  either  suffered  enougb,  or 
did  they  think  the  present  French  govern- 
ment sincerely  disposed  to  peace. 

*'  There  are  many  persons  attached  to  'ibc 
principles  of  the  French  revolution  in  Eag- 
land,  if  they  are  reckoned  numerically,  but 
they  are  as  nothing  compared  to  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  who  arc  indisposra  to 
them. 

^  In  Scotland  the  proportion  of  democlat^ 
is  increasing,  but  they  are  as  yet  bu(  m  souU 

minority. 

"  Ireland  will  follow  the  democracy  of  8co^ 
land,  each  of  these  countries  wauts  timeoah 
to  convince  itself  in  it  own  way,  but  tl 
not  be  convinced  by  a  French  invaHon. 

If  France  were  to  invade  Rngkuid,  oviq 
iiiaxi  would  turn  out  from  good  will  or  (sfsm 
lear,  and  the  few  who  are  diKonteatoil  woilM 
be  quelled  wiUi  easc^  as  the  French  ctliHip 
wrrc  by  La  l  ayette  in  the  Champ  do  AlfOi^ 
or  the  disaffected  lately  by  tlie  commia«ioogp 
in  AUace. 

"  There  could  be  but  one  line  of  conduct 
for  Englishmen  to  pursue,  should  Iho  coustry 
be  invaded— Ihcy  must  defend  it. 

"  Wars  being  but  the  moane  of  altamisg 
peace,  and  the  well  meaning  aiaooe  the  rob- 
jects  of  the  confc<)enitc&  toUhlh*!  tiit 
French  arc  so  adverse  to  pe»cfl|y  wmkmrnk 
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tMtt,  il  would  be  highly  nsefal  if  France  de- 
cided, aHer  any  new  MxecMes  which  ibe 

may  hereafter  obtain, 
"  Her  aversion  to  eoiU|ueit, 
Her  disposition  to  peace, 
'  ^  Her  desire  that  other  oations-shoald  gu- 

"  Her  determination  of  changing  the  system, 
if  the  war  against  her  is  continued.  And  it 
iMbld  be  \nt:(v\  also  if  erery  cooTenient  op- 
portunity were  taken  of  declaring  that  her 
pre^^t  government  is  revolutionary,  and  that 
we  oooitttution  of  June  la^t  will  be  acted 
ifio  tl  Ihe  peaeti  and  mho  if  she  declared 
her  regrtt  at  the  necessity  of  using  harsh 
actsures,  and  now  and  then  employed  phi- 
MHIhiitple  language..«MeblMStottloBbhihg 
effect  in  pacifying  ihe^ltigfishy  aad  mdeed  in 
.pacifving  Europe. 

■  "  It  would  tend  much  to  conciliate  the 
niinds  of  the  English,  were  the  Convention 
to  decree  the  liberation  of  all  the  English  now 
m  a  state  of  arrest,  unaccused  of  criineS|  and 
^Mloting  Co  them  their  proper^,  ak  the  same 
time  allowing  them  to  Ir  ivetfieomilltiyirith^ 
jaa  a  certain  apace  of  time. 

"  It  wotilo  tend  itto  much  to  create  an 
aversion  to  the  war,  wei%  the  Convention  to 
decree  the  terras  on  which  tliey  wmild  make 
peace.  This  conduct  would  be  magnanimous, 
and  if  they  did  not  hold  out  tenm  citrava- 
p»nt,  the  |>eople  of  this  country  would  not 
hesitate  to  speak  ihcir  averaiou  to  a  conti- 
ItaHMa  ^  the  wr> 

•  •  |t  would  be  very  ad%'i3eaMe  to  have 
doi0B»  of  the  more  important  decrees  and  re- 
patts  lodged  at  UavM  to  dome  hither  by 
oeiitfal  ▼essiliL  ftf  thf  Mrpoft  af  bMng 
liattsbted.'' 

[No.  read.] 

*•  •  Exclusive  of  positive  information  of  the 
temper  of  the  country,  it  m^  be  known  hy 
pebfrfe  At  a  dlAance  by  the  fbmwtng  signs : 

"  TheUe  arc  no  pclilions  against  the  war. 

"  There  are  courtly  verdicts  given  by  juries, 
«rMf  fe#  exceptions. 

"  There  are  no  mobs,  tho^  Ainbb  fittiess. 

"Thlmiattuich  teadittMa  toeiiKMassoI- 
diers. 

'  ^Thtm  h  tnddi  qyietneffe  iil-behi|f  im* 

jwessed,  on  the  part  of  seamen. 

"  The  votes  of  parliament  are  nearly  una- 
idoMMn,  though'  the  parliament  has  run 
Hironeh  half  its  time  and  the  raemWt'  of 
Ihe  House  of  Conimoas  lo6k  to  their  tt- 
election. 

The  sfiAility  of  lord  ChaMn  contifiues, 

ill  defiance  of  all  his  neglects. — Terror  pcr- 
VAdes  the  friends  of  liberty ;  who  would  soon 
appearance,  if  they  vrere 

•  IhU. — The  passages  of  this  letter  which 
«Mh«^iaavsed  wiihm  brackets  thus  r  ], 
«m  in  the  MtiM  ilnidk  Ihro^ 


AMifiMiWM  fcif  tile  majority  of  the  peO|ill 

[seeing  that  there  are  no  regular  troops  in 
England  but  militia,  and  a  few  cavahy  who 
arc  stationed  near  the  coast  only.] 

'•The  temper  of  England  Is  in  favour  of 
the  first  French  revolution,  btit  not  of  the 
second.  However,  on  the  whole,  it  shows 
symptoitii  ef  bring  edvefse  to  the  present 
situation  of  the  Wah,  not  from  disliking  it^ 
principles,  but  from  seeing  little  profit  in  it. 
at  the  same  time  that  they  think  its  main 
object  tinAtt^nable  (baihely  the  overthrow  of 
the  present  French  system),  they  would  be 
more  earnest  for  peace,  had  they  either  suf- 
fered etraugh,  or  did  tli^  think  the  present 
French  gwrnauMM  auwerely  dispoacd  td 
peace. 

*  Tbeie  are  ntny  peteona  aAtaehed  to  the 

Imnciplef  of  the  French  revolution  in  Eng- 
and,  ifiheyare  reckoned  numerically;  but 
they  are  as  nothihg,  compared  to  the  great 
mass  of  Ihe  peopfe  dpbo  are  faoditposMl  t$ 
fbtai'. 

In  Scotland  the  proportion  of  democrats 
is  encreasing;  but  theyare a* yet (ut asoaU 

minority. 

"  Ireland  will  follow  the  democracy  of 
Seethind.  but  will  remdn  <^iet  at  present. 

"  Each  of  these  countries  Wants  time  onlv 
to  convince  itself  in  its  own  way  ;  but  il  will 
not  be  convinced  by  French  principles,  and 
still  less  by  a  Fieoch  invaision. 

*•  With  the  ?;ame  ease  With  which  France 
furnishes  a  navy  of  68  ships,  £ngland  could 
fnmiaA  twice  thai  number.  She  would,  be^ 
sides  tliis,  borrow  ships  from  Holland,  Spain, 
and  Portugal,  and  man  them  with  a  mixture 
of  landmen  and  foreigners. 

**  If  France  were  to  invade  England,  every 
man  would  turn  out,  from  ?ood  will  or  from 
fear;  and  the  tew  who  arc  discontented  would 
be  quelled  with'eafM^  as  th^  French  citizdoH 
were  by  Fayette  in  the  Champ  de  Mars, 
or  the  disafiiected  lately  by  the  commissioners 
in  Alsace. 

"  NVars  being  but  th*  means  of  attaining 
peace,  and  the  well-meaning  among  the  sub- 
jects of  the  confederates  being  told  that  the 
French  are  so  adverse  to  peace,  or  ask  such 
preliminaries,  that  it  is  in  vain  to  treat  with 
them,  it  would  be  highly  useful  if  France  de- 
clam,  after  any  deW  suoceases  which  abe 
may  hereafter  obtain, 

"  Her  aversion  to  conquest, 

**  Heir  disposition  to  peace  [and  the  termt 
on  which  ibe  iroukl  treat  if  those  were  nao* 
derate  (magnanimous)  il  would  have  a  won- 
derful effect  on  the  people  of  this  country  in 
creating  an  aversion  to  the  war,  lil>erating 
the  nnaccu.ecd  English  by  a  decree,  restoring 
to  them  their  property,  and  giving  them  leave 
to  depart] 

Her  desiie  to  let  other  oatkuia  goteiA 
themselves ; 

"  Her  determination  of  changing  the  sys- 
tem of  the  war  against  her,  if  continued ;  and 

it  would  be  oacM  abo  if  eveiy  Miviiail 
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opporlunily  were  t^keo  of  declaring  that  her 
preseot  government  is  revokilionary,  and  that 
the  constitullou  of  June  Ust  will  be  acted 
upon  at  the  peace;  and  alto  if  she  declared 
iier  regret  at  the  necessity  of  using  harsh 
measures ;  and  now  and  then  employed  phi- 
lanthropic language,  which  haA  antttootsbing 
effect  in  pacifying  theEogUsby  aod  indead  in 
ftacifying  Europe. 

^  (The  great  objection  in  the  English  to 
trealing  for  peace,  lie?  in  the  fear  that  the 
propo&al  will  be  rejcclcd  by  France  parlicu- 
***"v'«j  without  s»omc  blrange  preliminaries  are 
accedBd  to ;  such  as  acknowledging  itic  so- 
vereignty of  the  pr n|i!c,  6ic.  &CC.  Xhey  sup- 
pose too  that  I  ranee  caotiot  treat  of  peace 
^11  tlie  French  territory  is  cleared  of  its  ene- 
mies; w  hereas  the  conslituliun  only  says  thai 
peace  shall  not  be  concluded  without  it. 

*'It  would  be  very  advisable  to  have  du> 
plicate  copies  of  the  more  important  reports, 
and  decrees  lodged  at  Havre,  to  come  here 
by  neutral  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  beiog 
translated 

[«•  Qu  l)nr<;  not  the  forced  loan  allow  the 
lender  to  take  lands  in  ekchanice  ibr  his 
debin 

"  There  could  be  but  one  line  of  conduct  for 
Englishmen  to  pursue,  should  the  country  be 
invaded.  [On  huch  an  occasion  there  wuuid 
be  but  one  mind  through  the  whole  nation.] 
Tiiey  must  defend  it. 

j["  it  would  tend  much  to  conciliate  the 
Winds  of  the  English  were  the  Convention  to 
pass  a  decree,  liberating  all  the  English  now 
in  a  St  ite  of  arrest,  unaccused  of  crimes,  and 
restoring  to  thera  their  property ;  at  the  same 
time  obligmgthem  to  leave  the  country  if  the 
Convention  should  see  tit. — ^It  would  tend 
lilso  mucli  to  create  au  aversion  to  the  war, 
were  the  Convention  to  decree  the  terms  on 
■which  they  woultl  iictkr  peace.  This  conduct 
would  be  magnanimous ;  and  if  they  did  not 
hold  out  terms  too  extravagant,  the  people  of 
this  country  would  not  hesitate  to  speak  their 
ave^ion  to  a  continuance  of  the  war.J 

[No.  IS,  read.} 
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\^l  XT  sir — I  was  a  good  deal  surprised 
the  other  nay  at  the  degree  of  credit  which 
you  appeared  to  give  to  the  rumour  of  a 
French  invasion?  but  as  I  know  many  arc  of 

Jour  opinion,  and  many  nu^re  affect  to  be  so, 
feel  acsiroas  of  stating  lu  you  the  reasons 
ivhy  I  cannot  but  disregard  any  such  appre- 
heiiMons. 

"In  the  first  plate  notliing  appears  to  mc 
more  clear  than  that  those  who  erenow  at 
ihc  head  of  uHairs  iu  1  r.mce  are  too  wi^c  to 
make  such  an  attempt,  without  a  pro.spect  of 
some  advantage  ad(  /ui.ae  to  the  risk  which 
must  be  iiiciirnd  I  v  both  the  anny  anfl  the 
^t  employed  m  the  service ;  and  this  advan- 
tage I  should  think  must  be  something  more 
than  merely  the  burning  a  few  townaand  vil- 
lages (supposing  even  that  to  be  «ccomplislH 
C(^,  or  the  creatic^  of  a  temporary  alurtu. 


From   general  history  too,  and  yet  more 
strongly  from  their  own  recent  experience, 
must  they  he  aware  of  Lite  ditticulty  of  a 
Ule  army's  making  any  lastinc  iroprnsion  o> 
a  people  unwillint^  to  receive  them,  and  espe- 
cially on  an  island  m  possession  of  a  superior 
navy,  and  which  can  at  any  time  call  oiksr 
Heets  to  its  assistance. — If  all  this  be  tnir  u  h 
scarcely  reasonable  to  aspect  such  attentat, 
unless  the  French  flatter  tbemsdvct  with  Uie 
hope  of  co-operation  on  this  side— an  expe^ 
tation  as  far  ^i'-  \  am  able  to  judge,  still  less 
likely  to  be  rtau^cd  iii^ix  eveu  Uiat  ot  success 
without  it. — ^That  nonbera  here  are  disgusted 
with  the  war  1  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  but 
no  symptoms  liave  yet  appeared  ot  anv  geno- 
ral  disapprdbalioaof  govermaent,  on  the  coo- 
trary  mmisters  sccui  to  have  been  sutces>ful 
in  raising  a  strong  spirit  of  attachment  to 
every  branch,  I  mi^ht  almost  say  to  evety 
abuse  of  the  coottltiitioDy  oor  do  I  think  it 
possible  fur  aov  man  who  impartially  views 
the  state  of  things  aud  of  parties  iu  thisoHia- 
try,  to  expect  any  other  effect  from  an  lova* 
sicji),  than  an  almost  universal  rising  of  the 
people  to  defend  themselves  a^uost  an  air- 
tempt  which  they  woidd  ooOMder  aa  levetted 
at  their  constitution  and  liberty,  and  which 
lliey  would  therefore  execrate  and  resist  as 
much  as  the  I'rcnch  did  the  duke  ot'  liruns- 
wick*a  irruption.  Much  has  been  said  of  the 
progress  of  I'rcnch  principles  Kerr,   ;f'  by 
this  be  meant  iu>  more  tliaii  tiiui  ai  one  tune 
the  opinion  was  rapidly  spreading  of  the 
French  Revolution  having  a  favourable  as|>cct 
on  the  happiness  of  Europe  and  of  mankiad, 
I  firmly  believe  it— wad  I  believe  also,  that  a 
pretty  general  persuasion  also  prevailed  ef 
the  existence  of  such  abu-es  in  our  own  go- 
vernment as  required  a  rtiorniatton  »f»e«dv 
and  efiecttial-->partly  however  from  oaliiiak 
causes,  and  partly  l7om  artifice,  I  am  ccc- 
vinced  that  these  opinions  have  mudi  de- 
creased both  in  force  and  in  extent;  wad  th|t 
thoui^h  the  tide  niay  turn,  yet  that  it  is  r,Lt 
by  an  invasion  that  such  a  revolution  would 
be  brought  about.— We  should  only  wrap  our 
cloak  tighter  around  us,  like  the  man  in  the 
storm,  and  refuse  every  otfcr  of  fratenuty^ 
which  came  in  so  ^uc:itionablc  a  :&hapc> 

Sincerely  widung  for  peace,  and  thinking 
that  these  rumours  of  invasion  are  industn- 
ously  circulated  with  the  view  of  exaspentMig 
the  people  and  of  reiulerioc  them  meve  in 
earnest  for  the  war :  I  should  he  m  ti.  dc'i- 
rous  of  sliirmL^  publicly  in  p  uhamcnt,  every 
idea  1  have  litre  communicated  to  vou,  if  I 
did  not  know  that  my  seneml  attachment  ti> 
the  cause  of  liberty  and  the  satisfaction  whic'j 
I  have  repeatedly  expressed  at  tiie  ovcnhrow 
of  despotism  in  France,  have  rendered  SMtftft 
very  considerable  degree  obnoxious,  ami  et« 
pose  my  sentiments  to  misreprescotaQOD  of 
the  most  invidious  kind:  I  troit  iMNMser 
that  a  more  pacific  lod  uhifal  teaqper  nill 
prevaili  ^c.*' 
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WiUiam  StaUhfCiO.  M.  P.  sworn— Examined 
by  Mr.  Attomejf  Oeneral. 

.  Do  you  know  Mr.  WilJiam  Slone  ? — I  do. 

How  long  have  >uu  known  him? — 1  was 
called  u|>un  upwards  of  two  year«a£o  to  state 
horn  long  I  had  known  bim ;  I  bebeve  I  sftid 
then  twu  ur  throe  years,  that  wa«  twoortbrea 
yeart  before. 

Mr.  dUornejf  General. —  Be  so  good  as  not 
Id  allude  loany  tiling  you  were  asked  before, 
unless  you  ara  asked  any  qucstioo  thaiallildes 
to  it. 

Lord  Ke^Hon. — How  long  have  you  known 


bi 


I  believe  six  or  seven  veurs. 


Mr.  AUornctf  GcmraL — Look  at  that  paper 
(No.  IS.]  do  yiHi  know  whose  hand^rtUog 
that  is  ? — It  i»  my  hand -writing. 

Did  you  give  that  paj>er  to  Mr.  Wj|!i:uii 
^louf!  ? — I  gave  it  lu  hiiu  in  buiuc  manner  or 
Other, 

Is  it  )our  liand  writing  ?— Yes. 

it  hai>  beeuproved  tobe  lo«4od  inthe posses- 
sion of  Mr.  Stona,  do  you  know  bow  it  passed 
Irom  you  to  Mr.  Stone? — It  either  passed  to 
hi«  by  niy  icrvaiii  or  by  bis  servant;  I  either 
sent  it  to  him  of  be  sent  for  it,  I  certainty 
tent  it  him. 

Had  you  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Stone 
^out  any  person  of  the  name  ol  Juhnston  or 
Jadsaon,  previous  to  sending  thai  paper  ?~I 

At  what  place  had  you  that  conversation  i 
It  waaatan  aceidental  meeting  at  Freema- 

lons-tavcrn,  t!ic  convd  -atiou could  liardly  be 
said  to  be  about  a  Johnson  or  Jackson,  but 
&uch  a  person's  name  was  meotioDed  in  the 
conversation. 

Lord  Kenyan.- — Wa'^  the  name  Johnson  or 
Jackson  i — liie  luiue  I  believe  was  Jack- 


Mr.  A't.Tiun  Gcnciiil. — Do  vou  rcrollect, 
Mr.  binuh,  as  ims  seems  to  be  an  unportant 
paper,  what  the  nature  of  the  conversation 
was  that  induced  you  to  write  tlii-»  i>ajJtr,  as 
£ir  as  the  conversation  passed  belweeu  you 
and  Mr.  NVilliani  Stone  i 

MuSmitL — Is  it  wished  that  I  sliould  now 
state  as  nearly  as  I  can  what  passed  at  that 
meetifig? 

Mr.  Attorney  Ci«iiera/.— -Yes,  what  passed 

at  tb;it  meeting h'-twi  f  II  you  and  Mr.  WiUiam 
btone — you  will  consider  Uiat  the  jury  arc  to 
determine  upon  the  fiicts  which  you  relate, 
you  will  slate  what  those  facts  were  as  wcllas 
you  recollect  iheni?— Itis  necessary  for  me, 
before  I  give  any  relation  of  those  facts,  to 
atate  that  I  was  questioned  upon  tliis  sub* 
ject  two  years  a^u.  I  think  it  absohitely 
Deccss<uy  to  state  what  i  am  about  to  state, 
•and  I  appeal  to  tus  lordship  wheUier  I  am 
right  or  wrong  in  so  doing ;  I  mention 
Jt  because  1  4o  not  pretend  to  be  able  at  the 
diatance  of  two  years  to  state  with  per- 
fect correctness  what  passed  in  an  accidental 
/  nnversalion  f<t  a  tr^vcm,  and  wliich  is  the 
Oiiiy  ooe  lever  iidii upon  ti^e  subject  with  Mr> 


Stone :  but  I  was  called  upon  wilbio  a  Shoft 

time  after  to  <:tatewbat  passed  upon  that  con- 
versation, when  It  was  much  more  fresh  in  my 
memory,  and  what  I  then  did  state,  I  stated 
tjpon  my  mth  ;  and  therefore  I  think  it  right 
to  say,  tliat  it  tlicrc  should  be  any  small  va- 
riations, or  indeed  any  diffrrences  m  the  tela* 
tiun  I  nay  now  e'lvo^and  that  which  shall  ap- 
pear upon  that  paper,  it  arises  out  of  the  na- 
tural consequences  of  the  case,  and  for  wiiich 
I  hold  that  m>  memory  only  may  be  aosAer- 
able,  and  t<rtaiiily  not  my  inifit'ton 

Do  you  mean  your  examiiulioa  bciore  the 
privy  council  ?<— f  do. 

Mr,  Attvrnt  ii  Cent  ral.— Sidle  what  pa'^^c  f, 
on  such  a  rccolicctiun  that  you  can  take  upoii 
yourself  to  say  it  b  the  subslanee  of  wnJt 
passed  ? 

Mr.  Smiih. — Cerlainlv  at  one  of  the  meet- 
ingis  at  1  rt masons- Uall,  Mr.  Stone  came  to 
me,  and  said  words  to  this  efl'ect— "  Mr.  Smith 
my  rorrr  spondcncc  with  my  brother  has  been 
interrupted  tor  a  considerable  time,  but  a  per- 
son liaa  lately  brought  me  a  letter  from  him, 
to  which  he  requests  that  I  would  send  him 
an  answer;  he  appears  to  be  veiy  much 
alarmed  with  the  amrebeosien  that  the 
French  intend  to  invade  this  country,  hut  he 
thinks  if  any  means  eould  be  affbrded  him  of 
counteracting  uupresMous  which  arc  there 
entertained,  respecting  the  state  of  affairs  ill 
F.ugland,  it  may  be  advantageous."  Mr.StODe 
himself  appeared  to  me  also  

Mr.  Attm-nof  <?tfiter«£— Be  so  good  as  tell 
us  what  be  said,  not  how  he  appeared. 

Mr.  Smith. — When  1  say  appeared,  I  mean 
from  his  expressions  and  manners  boL  to  get 
rid  of  all  the  inconvenience,  I  will  aay  bow  ne 
expressed  himself. 

hU.  Attorney  Gtneral. — De  so  good  as  in- 
form us  what  he  said  and  did,  and  the  juiy 
w  lil  bo  to  dclt  rmineupon  it  ? — It  will  be  impos- 
^ble  to  state  all  he  said. — Mr.  Stone  eiprts* 
sed  himself  also  under  similar  alarm.  He 
a^ktd  mc,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect  what  my 
opinion  was  upon  that  subject :  I  told  hira  in 
etl'ect,  I  do  not  know  in  what  words,  that  I 
thought  he  must  be  very  well  acquainted 
with  mv  opinion  upon  that  point ;  because  he 
must  often  have  heard  me  express  my  per- 
suasion, that  such  an  attempt  would  never  bo 
riKul  ;  and  I  believe  I  might  state  reasons  at 
Uie  time  very  nearly  similar  to  what  1  have  in 
that  paper.  After  some  little  conversatkm  of 
the  same  kind,  he  told  me,  that  he  had 
had  some  communication  with  Mr.  V'aughan, 
whom  I  knew,  upon  tiie  same  subject ;  and 
that  Mr.  Vaogmn  had  told  bim,  that  be 
thought  tliere  could  he  no  impropriety  in  giv. 
ing^  tus .  brother  that  general  intbrmation  for 
which  he  seemed  to  wish;  and  that  Mr. 
Vanghan  hail  given  him  a  paper  cont.iin in g 
some  of  bis  opinions  on  that  beacL"  Biilier 
at  this  or  in  some  other  part  of  the  converaep 
tion  he  showed  me  this  p^per,  and  I  believe 
he  asked  me  my  opinion  of  it,  but  T  am  not 
<|uiie  sur«  ^  mibc  coBvexsaUoa  cwued  upon 
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it.  T  told  hhn  I  thought  that  the  ot>inions  in 
tiwt  paper  mieht  he  very  true,  or  words  to 
that  purport,  biii  ihdl  its  CAjiressions  appear- 
ed to  me  in  many  points  exceptioA^kla;  he 
informed  me,  thai  he  had  shown  it  to  ■^'^vf^ral 
other  gentlemen,  who  were,  I  thini^  I  uudcr- 
fliood  mml  him  At  the  time  

Did  hr  nainr  any  body  he  hadshovrn  it  to? 
«^Ue  mentioned  "  lliat  he  had  shown  it  to  my 
lord  Laoderdaltf  and  eolood  Haitiand;*'  1 
aan  not  quite  sure  whether  he  mentioned  any 
other pcrsfjn  or  not : "  that  theyay<ppnrf»d  upon 
the  whole,  to  tiunk  thaitiie  paper  wab  liiauceu t, 
but  that  they  also  had  objected  to  many  ex- 
pnnsiom,oT  to  someexprcssions  inthis  paper ; 
Bot  I  am  sure  be  ^ve  me  to  understand  that 
lie  did  not  nan  to  imdre  any  dse  whatsoever 
of  thi>  piuicr,  if,  unon  consuiun|;  aoty  firiends, 
they  should  advise  him  against  tt. 

Do  you  mean  by  this  pap«r,  Mr.  Vaughan's 
|Mper,  or  your  paper? — ^"rhe  paper  I  mean 
that  was  shown  to  me  as  Mr.  Vaughan's. 

Did  any  thing  farther  pass  between  you, 
«rdkl  you  part  wrth  him  then  and  write  your 
Ipaperf — I  am  rnrleavourmp  to  rcrfrllecl  whe* 
ther  any  thiog  larthcr  did  ^s  or  not ;  I  ean> 
not  reeolledl  tfasft  anv  thii%  material  Ikrther 
r  \ssc(V,  excepting  I  Tielieve  I  tnld  him,  tlial 
lest  he  should  ^rget  or  misunderstand  mc, 
llWt  I  woald  put  down  what  I  had  said  to  him 
IB  writing."— I  do  notparUcidarlyrecolleetany 
thing  farther  that  passed. 

I  understood  you  that  he  said  his  corrfr* 
spondence  had  been  interrupted  for  a  consi- 
clerable  timef—l  am  aknoet  certun  tbaC  be 
«d. 

And  1  thmk  yon  said  be  gate  yoti  to  un- 
derstand that  he  did  not  mean  to  make  any 

use  of  Mr.  V'auglian's  paper,  if,  upon  con- 
sulting any  of  his  friends,  they  bliutild  advij>c 
Mat  against  it?-'l  have  an  impression  upon 
Biy  mmd  th:it  he  gave  mc  to  understand  that. 

You  have  suteu  that  he  s»td  a  person  h^ 
brought  ham  A  letter;  did  he  neniion  who 

that  person  wr^*?  ? — Only  "  that  it  \va<  an 
American  ccnUeman,  of  tlte  name  of  Jack- 
ioiL>^  I  Mever  he  nfentfoncd ;  but  if  he  had 
said  it  was  any  other  ntOM  H  wouU  htre 
been  th<?  <>>amf*  to  me. 

That  hts  brother  appeared  to  be  ainrmcd, 
tmd  that  he  blm^lf  expressed  considerable 
alarm?  of  the  «me  kind? — I  think  lie,  Mr 
Wilfiam  Stone,  e.\prei»i>ed  considerable  alarms. 
'  Yon  (AjeLlail  id  some  passages  in  Mt. 
Vanrrhnn's  letter,  as  exceptionable? — T  (h)  not 
recollect  that  I  pointed  out  particnhtr  p,is- 
ilges;  but  I  said,  as  far  as  I  recollect,  "  that 
tbere  were  exceptionable  passages  in  it." 

You  do  r,oi  know  where  Mr.  Vaughan  now 
is?— 'Not  Hi  the  least:  I  Imvc  neither  seen 
Mm  nor  heard  of  him  for  a  y<nrand  ahsif. 

Did  Mr.  Stone  inform  yo«  i,vhrthpr  the  gen- 
tieman  who  ImkI  broual^  this  letter  waa going 
t»unj  other  part  aftm  kinilffdbailnkinv?--- 

Wot  a  sylhiWc  tending  tow:iri!s  it. 

Did  he  infbmi  yoo  whether  this  paper  th!tt 
^ou  sent  him  was  to-  be  cotaouuttcateu  to  any 


other  person,  and,  if  to  any  other  penoo,  to 
whom? — i  understood  from  hitn— I  do  not 
raeau  to  say  what  words  he  used— but  I  un- 
dsfstood  from  bhn,  that  what  bis  brother 
wanted  of  him  Was  rather  that  he  would  a^k 
of  any  half-dosen  or  half-score  of  his  friends 
(of  whom  I  undorslaad  he  psinlad-qwt  some) 
what  their  opinions  were,  rather  than  that  he 
would  send  anypaper  from  Uii^  that,  or  the 
other  person.  Tiist  wns^be  nnaerstaiidifls  I 
had  or  it,  though  I  am  incaftable  of  sayn^ 
what  words  he  expressed  him?clfin. 

Did  vou  ever  happen  to  see  Mr.  Stone  af-^ 
terwards? — I  do  not  recollect  that  I  ever  mm 
him  afterwards;  if  I  did,  it  mv^*  hirr  *»ceTt 
very  transiently  indeed;  for  1  do  not  know 
that  I  hnve  esebanged  sif  weids  wttti  Ite 
from  that  day  to  thi«. 

Have  you  never  heard  from  Mr.  Stone,  ooe 
way  or  other,  whether  he  bad  or  not  nnde 
any  use  of  the  paper  you  gave  htm  f — I  catT 
say,  confidri^tly,  that  I  never  heard  fi^oiii  thai 
moment  wliat  became  of  the  paper  I  ae&t  to 
him,  or  Mr.  Vaughan*s  paper,  till  1  besri 
that  Mr.  Sfonc  nt^^  :\pprrhrniiiTf  in  coPin* 
<|uence  of  the  appreheuston  ot  another  ftt^ 
Mtt,  whose  Mhne  1  then  recellteteit  to  faanw 
been  the  same  with  the  name  he  mcntionfi 
to  mo ;  and  when  I  heard  that  the  paper  of 
Mr.  Vaughan  was  found,  either  in  his  posses- 
sion or  in  seme  other  fersaa^e  yoixmiim  oat 
of  the  kingdom,  I  was  very  miicb  MrpriMi  st 
the  circumstance. 

I  think  you  ssM  Bfr.  William  SfenfK  in- 
formed you  him«r!f  thnt  lord  I^tidrnf i^?"  and 
colonel  Maitland  h  id  stated  that  there  were 
exeeptionaMe  pasbjgc^  in  this  fmpcrh^  t  re» 
ther  think  so ;  that  is  the  impression  upoa 
my  mind  ;  but  not  that  we  eaterad  iole  ay 
particulars  about  the  paper. 

You  say  lir.  Stone  told  you  that  an  Anwri- 
can  gentleman  had  come  from  his  brother  in 
consequence  of  the  interruption  ot  their  cor> 
resfondenee^— No,  net  in  eomeqwcnee  ef  Hm 

inlcmiption  of  thtir  ri  rrr^pr  Tif!ence. 

I     But  (hat  this  Amcncao  getitletoan  was  in 
tins  kingdom— had  you  the  curiosity  le  ask 
who  he  wras? — I  do  not  recollect  thall  flidkcd 
him  one  single  syllable  about  him. 
Did  he  mention  whether  he  w 

!  chant,  or,  what  was  hi» character? — I  do  nut 
r^roilect  thnt  he  said  nny  other  of  him  Lut 
that, "  he  was  an  American  gentleman,"  nor 
fmm  what  I  hive  bad  ecession  lo  knerw,  «#t» 
hear,  do  T  believe  that  Mr.Stone  knew. 

j  Mr.  Attornejf  GentraL  You  are  not  asked 
to  your  belief.'  Then  he  did  not  leU  you  who 

I  this  Amerim  gcnttenieB  wisf^Ne^  h«dM 
not. 

Look  at  that  pa|>cr  [No.  11*],  do  you  reci»I« 
leet  whether  that  is  the  papef  or  not,  tltat  lie 

showed  you  as  Mr.Vanglian's  paper*    1  ckuU 
not,  in  the  least  degree,  swear  to  tl»t»,  as  be* 
I  in the  paper,  excepting  mhtn  thby  tWit 

rorresponos  in  point  of  language  with  ttui 

I  whirh  r  hHvr  "sppn  ;  it  was  s<>me  "^rrrh  paper 
I  as  this  i  but  that  is  aii  i  can  snj  tv  u.   il  I 


Digitized  by  Google 


1945}  /or  High  T^ewm. 

^mtmoher  rightly,  there  were  Rome  scretcbec 
Upon  the  paper,  in  the  manner  in  whkb  this 
M  srratcbed ;  but  that  i&  all  I  c«ll  Mjr  to  it. 

WtitiamSadtk,ts(i.  M.  P.  cross-enniiiied  by 

Mr.  Erskine. 

You  haT«  stated  that  yvu  Imve  beta  ac- 
^pialalcd  tvHb  Mr.  8i»m  iir  six  or  M««n 

Nt  ars.;  were  you  in  any  confidence  at  all,  or 
merely  a  common  acquaiettuKe? — I  cannot 
say  I  was  in  coniidence  with  Mr.  Stone.  I  an) 
ieady  to  state  of  what  nature  niytcqtitbitaiice 
with  him  ^va*;  it  was  having  been  occasion- 
ally 111  Uis  conipany;  I  believe,  al  the  botise 
9i  Dr.  Cranford,  who  niarrted  Mr.  SUmc^s 
titter,  mef^tTi.L'  liim  frrqncnlly  al  Frceniasons- 
^feU,  where  he  canic  (  very  now  aiul  then ; 
tnd  Mf.  Stools  applying  to  me,  to  endea- 
vour to  get  passed  in  parliament  a  bill  respect- 
ing the  trade  that  he  carried  on ;  which  T  think 
be  told  me  general  Murray  had  Ukcu  in  hand, 
bat  had  for  some  reason  or  other  deserted.  I 
Undertook  to  go  to  Mr.  I'ose  upon  tli.it  busi- 
Mm  for  him  i  and,  ni  cunse<^ifence  of  that, 
li«.8lDiiectiiitto«ttmnilttqMt;  udtbat 
produced  l!  m  >st  lb*  eoly  ioUftttfy  tWt  I  bad 
Urith  Mr.  ^lune. 

I  meant  only  to  collect,  thai  there  was  no 
ytrtWttlar  iotimocy  between  >ou,  but  only  a 
common  acquaintaaiee?-^Xe»;  iMVCTwatat 
Mr.  Stone's  house. 

You  are  a  member  of  the  HMne  of  Com- 
^ipnsP— I  .im. 

I  do  Qot  inquire  into  your  cifcttmstances— 
^yeo  we  a  man  of  property  ^-I  am. 

Mr.  Stune  knew  that  you  were  a  roan  of 
large  property  io  this  country,  and  a  mem  her 
of  the  House  of  Comqions } — Mr.  Sluite  had 
99UMk  to  he  anqininiod  with  my  eireum- 

When  Mr. Stone  introduced  this  conversa- 
^on  to  yen,  did  he  iatnduee  it  as  a  matter  of 

confidencr  ?  did  he  loll  it  you  as  any  secret,  as 
^any  matter  which  you  were  not  to  speak  of 
tootbera^He  imposied  no  confidence  on  me; 
he  acquainted  me,  that  be  had  mentioned  it 
to  son?e  oihf-r  persons;  arid,  I  believe  he  said, 
that  he  uiicudcd  to  mention  u  to  more. 

You  have  related  the  subetaoce  of  what 
between  Mr.  Stone  and  you;  but  you 
said  you  could  not  state  the  exact  words  which 
eane  from  Mr.  Stone.  I  thoiild  Dot|iottbe 
question  wliich  I  am  now  about  to  put,  but, 
p§  you  do  not  rememhcr  nil  that  he  said  in  the 
very  terms  in  which  he  expressed  what  lie 
aaia,  I  think  I  am  entitled  to  aak  thit  ques- 
ti«»!i  •  whrthfr,  froTn  thr  !nipie«'s!on  on  your 
mifid  at  the  tunc,  Irotn  all  he  did  say,  you 
OQQtiilerod  it  as  Biatler  of  any  great  delicacy, 
Qr  as  :iny  i  h  i  n  g  criminal 

Lord  Jiemfou. — God  knows  what  may  be  a 
■Mrtiir  of  delicacy  or  confidence ;  I  cannot 
Mil. 

Mr.  Kr$kine. — I  do  not  mean  to  urge  the 
que&tiou,  it.  it.  is  not  a  legal  one.  The  question 
Mouwed  to  mo,  becamp  the  witness  <loes  not 
WMteijtoke  to  JM  tnetiy.  Ihft  words  io  which 
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Mr.  8tone  expressed  himteir.  I  win  ask  this 
question:  whelhar  yoM  would  have  conducted 

yourseh"  in  themanncf  y.wt  <Tid,  if  the  matter 
bad  struck  you  in  a  cuutinal  pumi  ot  view  ? 

Mr.  Attorney  OwMmt.^l  mtiil  object  to 
that  question. 

Lord  iunyon.— lU^y  people  ma^y  tornidif« 
iereiit  ofpiaions  upon  that ;  aome  may  thiifc 
those  things  very  racrilorious,  which  otheii 
may  think  very  criminal,  and  vice  vend. 

Mr.  AUortiitf  General. — I  will,  to  tlie  best 
of  my  {>owcr,  see  that  this  trial  goes  on  ac- 
rordin*;  to  the  law  of  the  country.  I  cannot 
take  Mr.  Smith's  opinion  about  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Stone;  the  jury  are  to  judge  upon  focfti 
as  they  are  related. 

Mr.  ErMkine.  —  l  do  not  feel  mysi^lf  ex- 
tremely anxious  abeiit  it;  and  I  am  tune  the 
attorney  general  makes  this  objection  because 
he  honevily  thinks  it  is  a  proper  one.  No 
man  who  has  been  here,  as  1  have  during 
the  course  of  this  day,  coiud  doubt  of  that, 
I  had  not  various  other  nicim*!  of  knfnving  it ; 
but  as  coital  for  the  uri^ouer,  1  must  state 
my  humble  idea  upoi  the  subject ;  and,  how 
far  t  think  consistently  with  the  law  <..f  Eng* 
Irsnd  (for  consistently  with  no  other  law  oao 
tiie  question  he  put  here),  Uiat  this  question 
may  lie  put.  There  certainly  are  many  meo 
of  manv  minds;  and  T  am  not  asking  Mr. 
Smith  his  ^judgment,  w  iiL  iher  this  wa!>  a  cri^ 
minal,  an  innocent,  an  indifferent,  or  a  sus- 
ji  i  1-  matter;  for,  if  I  asked  him  that,  I 
should  be  then  asking  that  which  it  miglit  be 
for  your  krdsbip  or  the  jury  to  pronounce 
but  I  am  asking  what  stnick  his  miad  at  the 
time  ? 

Lord  Kenyan.— 1  do  not  know  what  kind  of 
esamuwiion  it  may  afterwards  open  for  the 

attorney  general ;  it  may  warrant  him  in  ask** 
ing  a  great  many  questions^  which  I  should 
be  very  sorry  to  rare  asked  m  a  court  of  jus- 
tice. If  we  admit  this,  a  grr;>r  rlral  mr:y  1  e 
asked  of  any  gentleman  who  comes  hera,  re- 
specting the  bearing  of  all  his  political  opi- 
nions. I  do  not  mean  to  put  this  personally 
and  invidi'M'sly  of  Mr.  Smith;  but  if  a  persou 
of  anuUier  cie-^cription  wtrt;  licrc — buuiu  per- 
sons have  had  opinions  hostile  to  l)Oth  the  lO* 
ligions  and  civil  ?t:il  li'!niient«;  of  the  couo- 
1  try  i  and  those  persons,  it  Uicy  hav«^  lormsd 
I  their  opinions  fairly,  if  they  do  Dot  aciiqioa 
them,  if  no  overt  acts  are  produced,  betweoit 
Cod  and  tlu  m^elves  be  it — no  human  judica- 
ture has  a  I  I -I it  to  consider  of  it.  If  this 
qui-<«tiun  is  to  be  asked  a  witness,  whether  he 
'  shot  id  have  held  the  conduct  that  he  did,  if 
he  had  Uiouzht  it  to  have  been  improper, 
that  win  lead  perhaps  into  an  inquiry  of  every 
witnej^s  that  comes  lure,  what  his  op'uitousof 
the  affairs  of  .state  and  religion  are. 

Mr.  JErs^ifK.— I  have  been  led  into  error 
probably  from  ray  late  practice,  because  I  w  as 
allowed  to  a«k  ?-)ini!?.r  questions Whether 
Uie  witnesses  would  liave  allcuded  cerUiiu  i>o- 
cietieaif  they  thought  so  and  8o?  I  was  so 
long  upon  il,  for  a  ioftotgia  together,  that  I 
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fell  iat9  these  questions,  having  been  permit- 
ted by  a  very  high  court ;  some  of  the  judges 
who  now  sit  here,  sat  in  that  court 

Mr.  Serjeant  ij^^ir. — I  believe  I  can  ven- 
ture to  assert  this  with  confidence  bclure  one 
of  the  jud{2;cs  now  present,  that  I  should  nut  i 
have  stated  too  many,  if  I  had  said  hliy  wit- 
nesses were  asked  if  they  would  have  conti- 
nued members  of  the  Correspondint:  Society,  if 
they  had  believed  that  society  to  have  illegal 
objects  in  view? 

Lord  Kenyan. — That  question,  for  any  thing 
1  know  to  the  contrary,  miglit  l>o  properly 
asked  ;  but  wc  are  now  at  ;i  very  reniole  dis- 
tance from  that  qiiestioB. 

Mr.  Erakine.—ln  the  course  the  cause  is 
taking,  I  feel  it  le«is  my  duty  to  insist  upon  it; 
but  I  wooM  fluggesl,  that  this  gentleman  ts 
the  crown's  witness,  and  for  any  ihin^  that 
may  appear  to  your  lordship  and  the  jury,  he 
may  be  a  person  implicated  in  the  transaction, 
though  we  know  Mr.Smith  not  to  be  so;  yd 
we  must  nol  look  to  the  partinilur  witness  giv- 
ing his  testimony,  for  tlic  observation  would 
apply  to  any  witness.  This  might  be  an  act 
supposed  to  be  done  by  Mr.  Sione,  coiK  civing 
he  nad  some  safety  and  advantage  in  making 
a  eommunication  to  A.  which  he  would  not 
make  to  B. ;  and  therefore  I  should  have 
thought  (but  1  am  corrected  by  the  judgment 
of  the  Court,  and  do  not  mean  to  struggle 
against  it),  that  it  might  be  material  to  col- 
I'-ct,  from  the  situation  and  character  of  the 
witness,  witat  wa^  the  reason  that  he  did  not 
do  that,  which,  if  ho  had  thought  tliere  was 
any  thing  criminal  in  what  he  was  Ix-aring, 
he  undoubtedly  would  have  done,  and  I  vm^X 
put  this  question  to  Mr.  Smttb  at  once;  Why 
tie  did  not  give  information  to  the  secretary 
of  state  of  what  he  had  heard  from  Mr. 
Slf»ne  ? 

Lord  Keayoik— You  may  ask  him  why  he 
did  not  communicttt  it  to  the  secretary  of 

state? 

•  Mr.  Attomeif  Gtnerat.-'l  wish  to  state 

what  this  leads  to.    I  will  s.ty  I  hlunie  myself 
a  little  with  respect  to  some  proceedings  :il-  ' 
luded  to,  for  not  having  done  what  perhaps  it 
^as  my  duty  to  do  as  attorney-general :  but 
where  is  this  to  end  ?    Stippose  I  w  ere  to  state 
to  that  gentleman  (I  am  not  saying  a  syllable 
that  the  fact  wouM  autboriae  me  in  this  case) 
but  suppose  I  were  to  "-ay  to  that  grntleman,  ; 
you  liave  already  said  that  the  gentleman  at  > 
the  bar  totd  you  such  and  such  tlnngs ;  1  put 
that  merely  hypothetically,  which  it  has  been 
already  proved  to  the  jury,  over  and  over 
again,  are  not  true  ;  if  you  had  then  known 
ttuit these  relations  were  not  true,  what  should 
you  have  thou'rhi?  Would  anycouft  permit 
tne  to  ask  that  question  ? 

lAird  Jfeii^.— No,  to  be  sure. 

Mr.  Justice  Ltacrence. — I  do  not  recollect 
that  point  stated  by  my  brother  Adair  bein^ 
jparticularly  debated;  that  those  questions 
were  asked  I  dare  say,  but  one  great  inquiry 
there  wm»  whai  wm  the  object  of  those  se- 


veral  soeteties^  it  tras  only  inqtfrie^  wbetbef 

such  and  such  things  were  their  object ;  thit 
is,  whether  in  the  course  of  their  attending 
upon  those  societies,  they  ever  observed  any 
thing  which  would  lead  to  that }  not  whether 
it  w;is  their  opinion  that  it  wa^  k\:al  or  not? 
\Vc  have  from  .Mr.  Smith  the  conversation  be- 
tween him  and  Mr.  Stone,  that  Mr.  Stone  fin 
the  question  to  him  without  any  ngaiKtlOB 
of  secrecy,  or  any  confidence. 

WUiiam  Smith,  esq.  M.  P.,  re<^zaouaed 
Mr.  Attorney  General. 

T  presume  whatever  answers  yow  have  given 
to  the  queatkms,  addressed  by  my  learned 
friend,  you  mean  now  to  State  to  this  jury, 
that  you  gave,  in  answer  to  the  (questions  f 
had  the  honoar  to  address  to  you  what  you 
knew  upon  the  sut^ject  ^--I  did. 

'BJkkMTd  Brinsley  Sheridan^  esq.  M.  P,  awQl^ 
— Examined  by  Mr.  Law. 

Do  you  remember  Mr.  William  Stone's  ap- 
plying to  you  some  time  in  the  month  of 
March,  1794,  and  communicating  to  you  any 
thing  respecting  an  Auir.  ican  cj^-ntlema^, 
stated  to  have  arrived  about  that  time  r — Yes. 

Will  you  have  the  gpodness  to  relate  wlnt 
he  stated  upon  that  occasion^ — It  was  veiy 
soon  afterwards,  I  believe,  that  I  stated  the 
whole  of  the  conversation,  in  writing,  which 
was  delivered — — 

Mr.  Lan\ — We  cannot  refer  to  that,  Wt 
must  take  it  from  your  present  memory. 

Mr.  MerMin.— That  would  be  more  likely 
to  be  a  more  correct  statement— I  recollect 

rtrfectly  well  Mr.  Wilson, a  gentleman  whom 
know,  writing  to  me,  from  the  Whiz  Club 
I  think  his  letter  was  dated,  stating  that  be 
wished  to  call  upon  mc. 

Mr.  Law. — We  cannot  go  into  the  contesll 
of  this  letter ;  you  will  stato  what  Mr.  Sloae 
said  when  he  came  to  you  ? 

I  was  going  to  state  the  occasion  of  my 
seeing  Mr.  Stone.  In  cnosequetice  of  some 
letter,  I  cxnccltil  to  have  met  tny  1  -n'  Lau- 
derdale ana  colonel  Maitland  at  my  hou^r, 
tu  meut  some  gentleman  whom  Mr  Wilson 
stated  in  his  letter  he  would  brine  with  htm, 
who  would  communicate  something  to  me 
of  importance.  1  found  in  the  morning  that 
lord  Lauderdale  and  colonel  BTaitland  bni 
called,  I  did  not  see  them,  and  aftrr  »'ar4| 
Mr.  Wilson  introduced  to  me  agenlleinaii^ 
whom  be  named  then  as  Mr.  Stone.  Tthoogfaf 
at  the  time  that  I  had  never  seen  ^Tr  Stout 
before.  I  understood  afterwards  that  I  had 
been  once  in  company  with  him  at  dinner — 
he  stated  him  to  be  the  brother  of  Mr.  8tone, 
whom  1  ha<l  knowledge  of,  and  who  was  thea 
at  Paris,  and  that  he  was  desirous  of  commu- 
nieating  something  to  me,  tolwire  my  opinion 
>il»on  it,  which  he,  Mr.  Stonr ,  lhoUj:ht  would 
give  him  an  oppoi  uinity  of  doing  u  very  es- 
sential service  to  the  gnvernmeot,  and  to  kaS 
country.  Either  Mr.  Wihon,  or  Mr.  ^e«r, 
then  informed  me  that  they  Mffjfff  tiMi 
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at  the  coffee- house  lord  I^tiJcrJale  and  colo- 
oei  Maiilaod,  and  that  they  hud  comnmni- 
cated  to  them  that  which  Mr.  Stone  wished 
to  communicate  to  ne.   Mr.  Stone  then 
opened  the  business,  by  saying  that  he  wished 
to  have  my  opinion  upon  some  line  of  con- 
duct which  he  proposed  to  punoe,  in  which 
he  conceived  he  might  be  of  very  great  public 
benefit,  or  some  words  to  that  effect.  I  un- 
derstood him  to  Im  repeating  to  me  what  he 
had  already  communicated  to  lord  Lauderdale 
and  colonel  Maitland ;  that  he  had  frequent 
communications  from  his  brother  in  Paris, 
whom  he  reminded  me  of  being  a  person  I 
was  acquainted  with;  that  he  understood  from 
those  communications  that  the  idea  of  at- 
tempttng  an  intrasion  to  this  coantiy  was  cer- 
tainly a  plan  seriously  and  peremptorily  rc- 
solveid  upon  by  the  executive  government  in 
Fiance.  Mr.  Stone  then  stated,  speaking  of 
il  ts  if  from  the  information  he  had  received 
Irom  his  brother,  that  this  idea  was  adopted, 
and  likely  to  be  pursued,  upon  an  opmion 
which  he  himself  conceived  to  be  very  ill- 
grounded  of  the  general  stale  of  the  public 
mind,  and  the  prevalence  of  general  discon- 
tent in  this  country.  He  then  proceeded  to 
state,  that  the  service  which  he  thought  he 
could  efi'cct  would  be  by  being  the  means 
tlupugh  this  circuitous  channel  of  rommuni- 
caUon — I  did  not  understand  from  hrm  what 
the  mode  of  his  comnumicatin«t  with  his  bro- 
ther was,  but  he  stated  generally  that  he  had 
a  mean  of  comrounicatmg  with  his  brother, 
that  that  commtmication  was  likely  after- 
wards lo  reach  the  government  of  France,  and 
*  that  the  service  he  could  be  of,  would  be  un- 
deceiving  those  who  had  the  power  in  France, 
through  his  brother,  upon  this  subject,  and 
by  beinj;  the  means  of  communicating  to  them 
the  real  state  of  the  country,  and  convincing 
them  how  little  could  he  expected  of  any  thing 
like  assistance  or  co-operation  from  any  de- 
scription of  men  whatever  in  this  country; 
that  he  conceived  and  hoped  that  the  conse- 
quence might  be  their  abandoning  a  project 
evidently  taken  up  upon  false  infiinnation. 
Mr.  Stone  then  slated,  that  in  order  to  effect  f 
this  purpose,  he  had  endeavoured  to  collect 
the  opinions  of  several  gentlemen,  political 
characters  in  this  co<mtry,  whose  opinions  he 
thought  would  be  of  authority  sufficient  to 
advance  his  object;  that  for  this  purpose  he 
'  had  had  interviews  with  different  gentleAen; 
he  named  Mr.  Smith,  and  I  think  one  or  two 
more,  whose  names  I  do  not  now  recollect; 
lie  named  some  gentleman  eoonected  tvhbtd- 1 
ministration— if  the  eoQBsei  Witt  remind  ne 
of  the  name-*— 

Mr.  Law. — Upon  the  cross-examination, 
If  the  gentlemen  Kflow  the  dreumstanee  titey 
will  mention  it. 

Mr.  Sheridan. — It  was  a  circumstance  that 
gave  an  impression  to  my  mind  of  the  fairness 
of  his  proceedings  ;  that  he  was  not  collecting 
opinions  merely  from  one  description  of  poli- 
onailsiiitiilaeountiy.  He  then  mentioned  his 
vol..  JKXVr 
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having  communicated  with  a  gentleman  who 
was  a  member  of  parliament,aod  I  imagine  he 
1    directly  named  Mr.  Vaughao,  but  I  cannot  be 
I    positive.  He  then  said  that  this  gentleman 
I    nad  put  his  sentiments  upon  a  sort  c*'  mse 
which  I  understood  he  bad  put  to  him  in  the 
I    manner  he  had  lo  me,  in  writing ;  he  pro- 
duced a  paper,  which  I  think  he  said  was  in 
the  hand- writing  of  Mr.  Vau^han,  which  he 
shdwed  ne;  be  began  teadmg  the  paper. 
Tliis  paper  seemed  to  be  a  statement  which 
very  much  agreed  with  the  introduction  made' 
by  Mr.  Stone,  namely,  that  any  project  of 
an  invanon  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  in  Una 
country,  with  a  hope  of  finding  any  counte- 
nance from  any  description  of  men  in  the 
country  whatever 

Lord  Kenyon.^l  cannot  take  the  conteBlr 
of  the  paper,  we  have  had  the  paper  read. 

Mr.  8keridam.—B9fyn  Mr.  Stone  had  «>ne 
through  the  reading  the  |Ni|ier,  I  desired  ninf 
to  stop ;  I  said  I  thought  the  whole  a  commu- 
nication of  things  with  which  I  did  not  liiie 
to  interfere,  or  meddle  at  all ;  that  I  thought 
him  indiscreet,  and  very  likely  to  be  imposed*, 
upon  by  the  person  who  was  the  channel  of 
eonnuolBatien  between  bin  and  bis  brother^ 
and  whom  he  had  stated  to  me  lo  be  an  Ame- 
rican eentleinan.  I  said  I  had  always  made 
it  a  nm  not  to  enter  into  any  conversation  of 
this  kind  under  the  then  circumstances  with 
any  person,  and  politely  begged  he  would  ex- 
cuse my  listening  any  farther.  Mr.  Stone  said' 
he  did  not  lakeUnt  Ul  el  aU,  but  seemed  in- 
clined  to  argue  rather  upon  the  subject,  and 
to  endeavour  to  convince  me,  of  what  I  must 
say  he  setned  very  nneh  impreased  with 
himself,  that  he  was  doing  a  meritorious  act; 
and  I  remember  particularly  his  saying,  that 
thoueh  he  ^reed  inth  the  represcniatioo 
stated  in  that  paper  that  any  attempt  at  an 
invasion  was  perfectly  futile,  and  could  not 
be  productive  of  any  serious  consequence,  yet 
that  it  would  be  a  very  gnat  evil,  and  if  the 
mischief  could  be  represented  by  a  true  de- 
scription of  the  state  of  this  country,  be 
thengbl  he  was  doing  a  great  pdblte  serfiee. 
(  I  waved  any  farther  communications  with  Mr. 
Stone  upon  the  subject,  and  particularly  ob- 
served to  him,  that  whoever  this  American 
gcntlemaa  was,  he  must  be  sme  that  ail  his 
motions  were  watched  in  this  conntrj* ;  that 
he  certainly  could  have  no  correspondence 
with  his  brother  the!  wee  not  observed,  and 
either  intercepted  or  known  in  this  country, 
and  that  if  I  were  in  the  situation  of  Mr. 
Dundas,  I  shodd  thinb  it  my  duty,  circum- 
stanced as  Mr.  Stone  was  in  Paris,  thai  theta 
should  be  no  communication  between  him 
and  any  person  in  this  country,  withont  my 
gaming  a  knowledge  of  that  communication. 

Mr.  Law. — You  told  him  you  believed  Mr. 
Dundas  would  think  it  liis  duu,  that  drcum* 
staneed  ae  M^.  9ltiie  was  in  Ms,  ttattbare 
should  be  no  communication  between  him 
and  any  person  in  this  country,  without  his 
gaining  a  ioaowledg^  of  thai  commtinicaiion? 
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bdifvel  Mid  I  Iwd  been  undtr  lecrelary 

of  state  oDce,  and  should  Luvo  iliouglit  that 
my  duty. — Mr.  Stone  seemed  to  admit  that 
that  would  probably  be  the  case,  but  he  was 
not  aUurmed  at  any  nidi  idea,  for  that  be  still 
conceived  he  vras  doing  a  bencficiTil  action  lo 
the  governmeut  and  to  the  couutr^',and  I  un- 
dentood  frrnn  hiro  ■ 

Mr.  luiK. — Be  so  good  as  state  whnt  his 
words  were  ?-~Tbc  general  unpress|oQ  upoD 
mj  mind  was,  that  tbe  matt  acted  upon  a  eoii> 
•cientious  principle,  his  expressioiit  were  such 
att  to  give  mc  thai  impression. 

Was  there  any  thing  said  about  this  Ame- 
rican gentleman  as  a  channel  ofpeaeo? — I 
tliml:  iti  the  iniruduction  of  it  lie  was  men- 
•  tioncd  as  a  person,  who  if  there  were  any  dis- 
pontion  in  any  parties  utldsOMiDtisr  to  conci> 
liation  >vith  I'rance,  might  be  Uio  chanael  of 
such  communicatiun. 

Do  I  understand  you  right,  that  Mr.  Stone 
represented  this  person  wbo  was  eone  ovef 
under  the  name  of  an  American  crf'nlleman, 
as  an  authorized  channel  ol  coiumunicaliun  on 
tbe  subject  of  peace? — Oh,  no. 

Tltit  :is  yirr^on  through  whom,  if  there 
was  any  Ui&}>usUion,thecomuiunication  might 
be  maoeP— Yea— upon  tbe  .  whole  I  sud  aslio 
appeaifl  to  mean  to  do  good,  that  I  thought 
tlie  hc&t  way  would  be  lor  lum  lo  make  some 
communication  to  Mr.  Dundas — he  appeared 
to  hesitate,  but  I  think  he  seemed  to  say  that 
he  had  had  some  rommunicatifUl  wiibsomeof 
his  majesty's  ministers. 

I  uodcffs^usd  you  to  have  reeoounended 
Tory  properly  to  nim,  to  make  a  rommimlM- 
titmipon  the  subjeci  to  Mr.  Dundas,  or  some 
of  bis  majesty's  ministers,  said  that  he  inti* 
mated  to  you  that  he  had  had  some  communi- 
cation with  some  of  his  majesty's  ministers 
tipon  the  subject  ? — I  do  not  know  that  it  was 
upon  that  subject. 

f)id  you  understand  how  U;nt^  before  it  was 
tiiat  he  had  seen  any  of  hii>  majesty's  mmis- 
ters  upon  that  or  any  other  subjeetP— I  be- 
lieve not,  r  ended  the  conversation  rather  ab- 
ruptly, and  I  believe  I  aOerwards  said  to  Mr. 
Wilson,  when  I  met  him,  how  could  lie  come 
to  me  upon  such  a  foolish  subject. 

Had  you  the  means  of  knowing  whether 
upon  your  advice  he  did  make  any  communi- 
cation to  any  of  his  majesty's  ministers  ? — 
After  that  I  never  had  the  fe  i'^t  opportunity 
ot  knowing  the  sliehteiit  thing  whatever,  re* 
spectiog  cither  of  the  Mr.  Stones. 

'1  lit  11  yen:  had  no  reason  to  know  from  Mr. 
Sloue  whether  your  advice  was  followed  by 
him  or  noi— he  neither  told  you  one  way  or 
^tfact? 

Mr.  SheriiPin, — [f  vour  question  iswbothar 
I  have  had  auy  uihcr  reason 

Bfr.  £aw.— Whether  you  bad  any  reason  to 
know  it  by  any  communication  whh  Mr. 
5tonc  ?— AfYer  that  I  never  hod  any  commu- 
.  nicalion  with  Mr.8loiie»  I  aem  saw 
torwiids* 
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Richard  Britulof  S4eruiaii,  esq.  M.  P.cross- 
eiamtned  by  BIr.  Seijcaat  AMr, 

You  stated  in  the  course  of  your  exatmna* 
tioo,  that  Mr.  Stone  said  there  w&s  a  gentle- 
man connected  with  government,  lo  whom 
he  had  made  a  similar  communication,  shoukl 
you  recollect  the  name  of  that  person  if  yoo 
were  reminded  of  it? — I  certainly  should- 

Was  it  genexal  Murray  i — general  Murray 
certainly. 

General  Murray,  a  member  ofthe  Booaesf 

Qommons? — Yeh. 

Mr.  Attornty  dtncrul, — And  although  Le 
mentionod  general  Murray,  I  undeistana  yoa 
that  you  advised  him  to  make  a  coiiUBiiDiea> 

tion  to  Mr.  Dundas  ?— T  did. 

The  right  honourable  James  [eighth]  earl  «f 
Lntderdtde  swom. — Riaimned  hj  Mi. 
Odrrcm* 

Whaliierin  the  month  of  March  1 794  you  bad 
any  communication  with  Mr.  William  Sl^n*, 
tiic  gcuUcinan  now  at  the  bar,  upon  tbe  sub- 
ject of  the  probability  of  an  invasioD  of  tUs 
country  by  the  forces  of  I'ranre? — It  is  a  0  0.- 
siderable  time  since  that  period,  and  of  cour&c 
I  cannot  be  so  accurate  as  I  could  be  if  I  bad 
liberty  to  refer  to  the  evidence  which  I 
gave  within  two  months  afterwards. 

Mr.  G arrow. —  I  hat  is  a  liberty  which  caii- 
not  be  granted,  and  I  dare  say .  your  loidship 
will  not  want  it~ynu  will  slate  as  near  as  yoo 
can  recolJect  wiictucr  your  lordship  had  asy 
communiestion  upon  that  subject  ? — I  ca^ 
not  say  directly  upon  that  '^u^jecl ;  the  com- 
munication I  had  witli  him  was  upon  so 
intimation  being  giveo  loina  by  a  geniicnna 
that  there  was  a  person  in  thb  oountiy  wht 
he  believed  — 

Unless  tliat  communication  was  by  Mr. 
Stone  to  you,  I  am  not  permitted  to  ask  it ; 
something  brought  Mr.  StOItt  tlld  yourlotd* 
ship  together  ? — Yes. 

You  will  ha!f  e  the  goodoeas  to  state  what 
passed  *hcn  that  interview  took  place?— 
When  that  interview  took  place  (I  think  tt 
at  Hudson's  Coffee-liouse  in  Bood-stieet) 
my  brother  colonel  Maitland  and  I  went,  not 
in  consequence  of  an  appointment  with  Mr. 
Stone,  to  meet  him  there,  but  111  coD&e^ucoct 
of  Mr.  Sheridan's  servant  having  told  us  that 
I  Mr  Stone  was  to  Invr  met  «5,  ard  Mr.Sba* 
ridan  had  gone  tu  xXv^i  coffee-house. 

Will  your  lordship  have  tbe  goodocsa  lo 
state  as  nearly  vyu  can  recollect  whatna*- 
sed  when  you  met  with  him  there  ? — ^Thrre 
was  some  general  conversation  upon  the  yuu^ 
tion  of  thmgs  in  France,  the  particulars  of 
which  T  cannot  perfectly  recollect;  Mr.  Stoc? 
soon  pulled  out  of  bis  packet  a  paper  which  1 
think  he  himself  resd ;  he  stated  it,  If  I  am 
not  much  mistaken,  to  b  ivr  been  given  bun 
by  Mr.  Vauglian ;  1  remember  in  Uie  coum 
or  reading  that  paper  my  brother  cxpr^aeJ 
his  surprue  that  Mt.  Vaugbm  faid  fNw  tts 
paper. 
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Your  lordslup  is  speaking  of  what  passed  f 

«*  1  the  hearing  of  Mr.  Stone? — Ctrunil^  ;  my 
rother  poinled  out  a  particular  passage,  and 
asked  if  !VTr.  ^'au^han  had  wrote  this ;  I  think 
Hr.  Stt>Q«  said  that  the  substance  of  this  was 
whtt  he  had  received  firora  Mr.  Vaoglian. 

Yuur  lordship  did  not  collect  that  it  was 
the  hnnd  vvrilijic;  of  ]Mr.  Vaughaii,  hnit  the] 
substance  of  what  iie  liad  received  Iruui  Mr.  j 
Vaughan? — ^The  impression  upon  my  recol- 
lection at  thi'^  fii^tancc  of  time,  is,  that  it  was 
the  substance  of  wliat  he  had  received  from 
Mr.  Vaughan;  there  was mme eonvenalioii 
I  think  upon  that  particular  passage  in  the 
paper;  shortly  afterwards  Mr.  Wilson  if  I 
mistake  not  cainc  into  the  coffee-house  and 
there  was  again  some  genenl  coDVWfwtfoD  I 
and  wc  left  the  room. 

Can  you  recollect  the  subject  tn-itier  of  Ihc 
passage  to  which  colonel  Maitland,  yuur  bro- 
ther, made  olijectioii?^!  think  1  a&mild  jMt 
recollect  it 

Do  you  think  3ml  shouM  if  jroa  were  to  see 
tlie  paper  ' — I  think  1  should  not — 1  remem- 
ber when  I  was  before  the  privy  council  that 
I  then  thought- 

We  must  not  refer  to  thaV*-your  lordship 
has  no  recollcrtion  hy  which  you  sliould  be 
able  to  know  tliat  pa&sage  ? — I  do  not  think 
I  should. 

Did  Mr.  Stone  in  that  ronvor«;ation  state 
thai  there  was  any  genllemau  in  this  country 
with  whom  he  had  comitiuDicated  upon  that 

paper,  or  upon  the  subject  of  that  paper? — Mr. 
Stone's  conversation  le<l  me  to  the  same  con- 
clusion, that  1  heard  Uiere  was  au  American 
gentleipan  in  this  country. 

Wh  tt  was  the  object  of  that  American  gen- 
tleman's mission  here,  as  represented  by  Mr. 
StoneP'^Hr.  Stone  did  not  give  roe  any 
eround  upon  which  1  could  conclude  any 
fbing  particular  reUUve  to  the  mission  of  that 
American  gentleman  certunly— 1  found  my> 
self  amaiismgly  deceived,  because  1  did  not 
think  he  gave  mc  gromid  to  suppose  that 
this  American  gentleman  had  powers,  such  as 
I  went  there  in  expectation  th:iL  he  poaseie<d» 
'far  I  ronid  gather  from  Mr.  Stone's  Conversa- 
tion no  specitic  power  whatever. 

I  tmderstood  you.to  say  yon  fbnnd  yoorself 
disappointed,  because  Mr.  Stone  wlu-n  you 
aaw  him  ^ave  you  no  reason  to  believe  that 
this 'American  gentleman  had  powers  such  as 
you  went  there  in  expectation  that  he  pos- 
aessed,  as  you  could  gather  from  Mr.  Stone's 
-conversation,  no  sperific  power  whatever? — 
Then  you  assume  this,  that  because  I  did  not 
feel  myself  salistietl  that  he  had  ooe  particu- 
lar mission  in  this  country,  that  therefore  1 
must  infer  from  his  conversation  tliat  he  had 
aiiottirr:  on  the  contrary,  T  received  no  im- 
pression whatever  from  his  conversation  of 
what  the  particular  mission  of  the  American 
gentleman  was  in  l^is  country* 

Your  lordsliip  mi^ronccives  mc — do  you 
recollect  whether  any  representation  took 
place  from  Mr.  Stone  of  what  this  Amerkan 


A.  p.  1796.  [1254 

gentleman  was  doing  here? — N"o,  on  the  con- 
trary, my  impression  was,  that  there  was  a 
sofftof  indefiniteness  that  did  not  anil  wiUi 
the  purjtO'^r  T  mnir  there  for. 

1  believe  your  brother  the  colonel  wrote  to 
Bfr.StooaupontUssnlgectP— I  beHete  Mr. 
Stone  never  received  any  letter  from  my  hro* 
ther  nor  from  me — I  rertainly  know  that 
there  was  a  Idler  wruic.bul  i  cannot  say  dis- 
tinctly whether  it  was  the  letter  of  my  brotiie^ 
or  myself;  I  believe  I  wrote  the  letter,  it  wn^ 
written  under  this  cucumstancc,  if  you  wish 
mo  to  state  H—^—— 

Did  your  lordship,  otherwise  than  hy  a  Irt- 
ter  which  was  written  and  not  sent,  commu- 
nicate to  Mr.  Stone  any  advice  as  to  the  con- 
duct which  be  sho«M  bold  respecting  the 
American  gentleman  or  the  paper  he  had 
shown  you?— I  do  OotrecoUecL 

Nor  any  opinion  upon  the  proprieljof  what 
you  had  heard  ? — My  brother  who  was  there 
with  me,  stated  an  objection  to  the  nature  of 
the  commimkathm  conlsined  in  timt  paper 
which  «•  sasr^aad  in  whichlcenaiDlgr  acqui- 
esced. 

What  was  the  nature  of  that  objection  ?— 
Tliat  the  faper,  Irom  the  general  tendency  of 
it,  was  not  a  paper  which  either  ray  brother  or 
I  #ould  have  wishexl  to  have  received  or 
sanction  with  ear  anthority. 

Tliat  was  stated  by  the  colonel  with  your 
lordsiitp's  appobation  i — Not  io  specific 
terms;  but  that  was  easy  to  be  ooUsda^ 
from  the  gyawl  remka  upon  fheapadfia 
passage. 

Your  brother,  colonel  Maitland,  is  now 
•faMKi?— The  last  letter  I  I) ad  trom  him 
was  ontbalSlhof  Janaaiy  off  Cark  in  in- 
land. 

He  is  abroad  upas  the  publie  seivioa?— 

He  is. 

Should  you  lordship  know  that  paper  again 
if  you  were  to  see  it  f«~I  shouM  Hinik  so; — 
but  I  am  inaccurate  in  saying  i  should  know 

thep^per;  hr(:tui«-e,  having  seen  tw*)  pjipers 
Willi  dilitreiit  paragraphs,  I  should  iiuL  <il  pre- 
sent be  able  to  ssgr  which  was  the  paper  f  I 
should  rather  suspect  this  [No.  11*]  to  he  tha 
paper. 

The  right  honourable  Jama  earl  of  Lauder- 
(/u/«,— cross-examined  by  Mr.  JETnktiie. 

1  need  hardly  ask  whether  all  or  any  of 
this  com municaiion  wfaich  you  liave  stated 

wa"*  made  at  all  as  a  <iecTot  or  any  confidence 
enjoined,  that  you  shuuMnotmeotiun  thatthia 
American  gentleman  was  in  England,  or  ^faa 
it  common  conversation? — It  was  not  com- 
municated in  contideoce.  1  have  been 

summoned  also  en  the  part  of  Mr.  8lona ;  I 
wish  to  be  examined  now,  if  tfau  ^ytttlauseit 
have  any  thing  to  ask  me. 

Mr.  Erskine.^l  beUevc  we  have  not. 

John  Towgoodf  csa.  sworn. — Examined  by- 
Mr.  Imi. 

Do  you  femember  bnrhig  any  cosversatioa 
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with  Mr.  Stone,  la  the  spring  of  the  year 
179^  respecUashts  brother  at  Paris ) — I  do. 

Do  you  rerofliect  his  inentioiiiD^  any  person 
who  hud  ktely  come  over  fnm  in&t  brother 
at  Pari  :  that  a  gentleman  had  come 

over  iioai  i  audhad  Drought  ium  news  of 
his  brother. 

Did  he  tell  vou  whether  that  gentleman 
■faad  been  makiuu  any,  and  what  sort  of  to- 
qamesr 

Mr.  Ertkine. — What  did  he  say  ? 

Mr.  Tongood. — I  will  state  what  lie  said. — 
Mr.  Stone  called  upon  me  one  ildv,  auU  told 
ve  that  a  person  had  lately  come  from  Paris, 
,ttld  had  brought  him  news  of  hi?  brother,  and 
Hiat  ibis  person  had  been  asking  huu  respect- 
ing die  flUte  of  parties  in  this  country,  and 
how  it  was  hkely  that  the  people  would  be 
afiected  towards  tiie  Froich  in  case  of  an  in- 
vasion.   Mr.  Stone  then  said  words  to  this 
effect : — that  in  short  it  was  an  opportunity 
rf  doing  good  to  the  country.  He  stated  ittobe 
his  opinionp  that,  in  case  of  Buch  an  attempt 
whatever  diflforence  of  opinion  there  might  be 
cn  other  subjects,  there  would  be  but  one  opi- 
nion as  to  resisting  an^  such  attemot ;  heiar- 
<ther  sttd,  he  thoi^t  It  would  beodogmod 
if  this  opinion  should  be  forwarded  to  his  oro- 
thcr  in  France  by  this  American  gentleman. 

You  are  sure  he  always  spoke  ot  him  as  an 
American  gentleman  f^Yei^  an  AncikaD 
^ntleman. 

Di(l  YOU  give  him  any  advice  as  to  continu- 
ing  to  bold  any  communieation  vrith  this  gen- 
t!eman  ? — I  believe  1  might  say  in  conversa- 
4ion  that  it  was  oeriainlj^  a  delicMe  subject  to 
•converse  about;  m  which  Mr.  Stone  acqui- 
esced; and  said,  tliat  he  had  not,  nor  should 
•lie  do  any  think  that  cotUd  implicate  him  in 
any  difiicully,  or  words  to  tiiai  t  Uect. — Mr. 
4lone  then  read  a  paper,  expressing  those 
sentiments  that  I  have  jii^t  j-talcd ;  ne  far- 
ther said,  that  he  bad  mentioned  it  to  some 
viersons  of  consequence ;  among  others,!  thinic 
re  mr  ntioned  lord  Lauderdale,  Mr.  Sheridan, 
Mr.  8mith,  Mr.  Vaughan  and  colonel  Mait- 
4and ;  andthe  latson  he  for  it  was,  thai 
he  thought  it  would  be  domg  more  good  that 
that  opinion  should  go  f-anrtioned  by  those 
names,  liiau  it  it  went  inercW  ab  his  own  opi- 
nion.—Tiiat,  to  the  best  of'^ my  reooileetion, 
was  the  whole  of  ttic  first  roiiversntion.  I 
-saw  Mr.  Stone  some  4iavh  aiterward^  when 
het<^dmetfaatbe  had  deliversd  a  paper  to 
the  American  gentlciiran,  strongly  cxpressInL; 
the  sentiments  1  bavt:  jml  mentioned  ;  ami 
•he  expressed  liiniself  much  satisfied  that,  by 
considerable  pains  and  trouble^  he  had  done 
what  he  conceivcfl  an  essential  good  to  his 
country,  by  pievcutmg  the  attempt  oi  an  lu- 
vaiiiNiy  ^flucli  bad  ever  basD  in  comeoipbi- 
.lioo. 

Had  you  ainr  conversation  with  him  about 
an  tnvBNon  or  Irebnd  None. 

Did  he  tell  you  what  uas  become  after- 
wards of  the  American  gentleman? — Kp»  I 
.never  heard  any  moie  of  the  matter. 


! 
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Tlicn  yoii  r!id  not  know  from  him  whether 
the  American  genlleaian  was  gone  to  Irebnd 
or  no,  or  what  he  was  gone  Mout? — I  Imow 
nothing  more  than  I  have  stated. 

Do  yon  happen  to  know  wbrth'^r  Mr. 
Vaui^hiiu  is  iu  tills  kiugdoui? — I  oniy  Kuam 
from  report. 

You  nave  not  seen  bim  abroad?— I  hats 
not. 

For  how  many  months  have  joa  ceased  ts 

see  him  in  London?-^  have  not  seeohlB 

for  a  year  and  a  half. 

Jokm  Temgood,  esq  cross  examined  by  lir< 

JSerjeajit  Adair. 

Were  you  acquaint^  with  Mr.  Vaughsai 
—Certainly ;  mudh  acauainted  with  him. 

Have  you  ever  seen  nim  w  rile  ?—  I  have. 

Be  so  good  as  took  at  that  paper  (No.  11*); 
do  you  thmk  that  paper  is  hb  hand- writing 
I  cannot  swear  to  it. 

What  tlo  you  think? — I  should  tbitik  not, 
as  lar  as  1  can  judge.  1  rcalJy  do  aul  know 
enough  of  his  hand  lo  speak. 

The  first  page  in  p  irlicubr  ?— Some  woids 
appear  to  me  to  be  like  the  character  of  Mr. 
V  auzhan's  hand-writing. 

I  do  not  ask  you  to  ^peak  with  certainty, 
but  if  you  can  form  any  belief  about  it  *— I 
should  ratiier  behc\  e  it  was  hb  hand-wrilui^ 
than  tbatit  was  not. 

We  arespeaking  of  Mr.  VauKban,thcaicm» 
her  of  the  House  of  Commons  r~  Yes. 

Mr«6arrow. — ^Look  at  the  other  parts  sf 
it  i  are  they  Mr.  S  tone's  hand- writing  r—I  a^ 
prehend  they  are. 

I  understood  yon  to  say  at  first  that  joa 
were  rather  inclined  to  think  that  was  not 
Mr.  Vaughan's  hand-wriUn^^-^At  the  6m 
blush  oi  lU 

But  what  is  theincTinstion  of  jour  opinioo^ 
— If  I  were  to  say  one  ^vny  or  the  Other^  1 
should  rather  s^  that  it  wa^i. 

Mr.  SeQcant.idMir^How  long  liavc  jsa 
known  Mr.  Stone?— I  have  known  him nmgr 
years. 

Ten  or  twelve  years  ?— I  tbinic  I  was  at 
school  with  him. 
Have  you  known  him  pretty  vali?— I  hem 

knowu  ium  well. 

What  did  you  conceive  to  be  his  tharadST* 
as  a  loyal  sulyct  t  I  never  heard  him  e»- 
press  way  disloyal  sentiment  thrcAtfh  the 
whole  course  of  my  acquaintance  vnmluaK 
T  believe  him  to  be  a  friend  lOiefiirai^  a 
iricud  to  tiie  coiisututiou. 

Sdmuiti  R<^er$f  esq.  sworn. — Examiaod  h^ 
Mr.  Attorney  General. 

You  know  Mr.  William  Stone? — Yea. 
Do  you  know  Mr.  Hurford  Stone  ^-4  faaat 

known  liiin  mnnv  years. 

Do  you  recoUect  having  any  cooveraanon; 
and  ifyott  do,  be  so  good  ss  state  to  mj  kid 
and  the  jury  what  conversation  you  had  »uh 
Mr.  William  8tone  relative  to  an  mva^ ton  ot 
tbb  country  i—lie  met  me,  I  think  it  waa  in 
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the  raonih  of  March,  1794,  in  the  street;  be 
stopped  me  to  mention  the  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  his  brother  at  Paris,  on  the  arrival  of  a 
gentleman,  who  wished  j»nicularl)[  to  collect 
Uie  Mntimcnts  of  the  people  of  this  country 
with  respect  to  a  French  invasion.  Our  con- 
versation went  verjr  little  ikrther,  Uu  it  was 
in  the  street. 

Do  ^ou  recollect  what  you  said  to  him,  if 
you  said  any  thing?— I  recollect  that  I  i»tber 
declined  the  conversation. 

I  ask  vou,  not  what  you  declined  or  did  not 
decline,  but  what  you  said  to  him,  if  you  ?air! 
any  ibioe?— I  was  in  a  hurry,  and  1  believe 
•U I  MdiTwu  to  deefine  the  coimiMtioiL 

State  III  what  language  yoti  did  decline  that 
conversation? — I  said  that  I  had  no  wish  to 
take  any  part  whatever  m  any  jJuiiUcai  iraoa- 
actions  at  that  time,  it  was  a  tine  of  gcoenl 
alarm,  and  I  wished  to  shun  even  the  shadow 
of  an  imputation,  as  I  knew  that  when  the 
minds  or  men  were  agitated,  as  I  thought  they 
then  were,  that  the  most  innocoal  inteatioua 
were  liable  to  misconstruction. 

Did  he  inform  you  who  the  person  wasf — 
.No,  he  did  not;  I  only  leamea  that  it  was  a 
gpntloinan  arrived  from  FSsiis;  I  speak  from 
recoilecUon. 

Did  he  inform  you  what  gentleman  he  wuf 
—I  do  not  recollect  that  he  did. 

Did  be  ever  call  upon  you  after  you  had 
declined  this  eonversation  Ule  did  call 
upon  me  a  few  days  after;  and  he  read  to  nic 
a  paper,  wliich  I  understood  to  be  vrrittcn  by 
soinebody  else,  but  I  cannot  say  who ;  and 
which  went  to  show,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect, 
tlmt  the  Knglish  nation,  howovfr  they  might 
diiier  among  themselves,  would  unite  to  repel 
an  invasion. 

After  you  had  declined  a  conversation  ttpon 
this  sutyect.  from  motives  of  discretion,  Mr. 
Stone  callea  upon  you  and  showed  jou  Alt 
paper?— He  told  me  lothe  Btieet  be  should 
caUl  upon  me. 

Had  you  any  farther  conversation  wiili  him 
at  any  time  upon  this  subject  ? — He  mentioned 
at  that  lime  that  he  thought  he  should  do  his 
duty,  if,  by  stating  what  he  bcUevcd  to  be 
true,  he  could  save  the  country  from  an  in- 
vasion. 

Did  he  ever  tell  you  where  this  gentleman 
«ent  to  afterwatdsr— I  never  had  any  farther 
conversation  with  him  upon  the  subject. 

He  nrvcr  ramc  to  con'-nit  ynu  about  what 
tiiih  Eeulieman  was  doing  anywhere  but  in 
England f— No;  I  believe  I  never  met  lum 
»g»m. 

AmmmI  Btigitrt,  esq.  cross-enmised  hj  Mr. 

Erskine. 

Mr.  Stone  meeting  you  accidentally  in  the 
street,  communicated  this  to  you? — In  the 
open  street. 

Not  ^vilh  any  secrecy  ? — By  no  means. 

And  yuu  might  have  told  it  me  if  I  had 
happened  to  have  met  you  five  WUmttidhtt* 
waids?— Very  likely. 
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Have  you  had  any  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
Stone  r^^I      met  him  fretjuantly  tot  muaj 

years. 

What  IS  his  character  with  respect  to  loyalty 
to  bis  long,  and  regani  to  bis  comitry  ^— 1  bad 

always  an  opinion  that  in  thllfespect  be  tna 

a  very  well-meauiug  man. 

Evan  Jfepean,  esq.  sworn. — Esamixied  bjr 

Mr.  Law, 

From  whom  had  you  those  papers  which 
yon  have  in  your  handf— I  hnve  no  doubt 
that  T  received  tfaflM  ftpsn  from  my  lord 

Grenville. 

You  were,  I  believe^  at  thai  timewidsr 
secreury  of  slatof— I  viat  imdet  iesmisij  to 
Mr.  Duiidas. 

The  Right  Hon.  WUIkm  Wyndham  lord  Gfen- 
«i7/e  sworUi^Einmiaed  bj  Mr.  Attmntjf 

General. 

(Shown  tiic  leUer  produced  by  Mr.  Kepcan.) 

Did  your  lordship  deliver  these  puiers  to 
Mr.  Nepean^— I  cannot  my  with  stMotute 
certainty  that  they  were  these  papers.  I  re- 
member  delivering  to  Mr.  Mepean  letters 
which  I  had  not  read. 

Were  timse  letters  you  deliicnd  to  Mr. 
Nepean,  transmitted  to  you  in  your  official 
situation  as  secretarv  of  slate?— To  the  best 
of  my  reeolleetion  tney  were. 

Mr.  Altornry  General  to  5Tr.   Kepfan, — 

Are  these  the  letters  lord  Grenville  delivered 

to  you  ? 

Mr.  Nqtean.—l  bm  HO  donbl  tiicgr  mn;  I 

did  not  mark  thpm. 

Lord  Kenyon  to  iord  Grenville. — Did  these 
letters  come  to  you  in  any  confidential  way  ? 

Lnrd  Grenn7/«.— They  came  to  me  in  a 
conhdential  way  which  oii^t  not  to  be  dis- 
eovered ;  I  have  reason  to  b^eve  that  they 
came  from  abroad ;  I  cannot  state  that  with 
absolute  certain^,  but  1  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve it. 

To  Mr.  WaUh.—lMk  at  those  letters  pro- 
duced by  Mr.  Nepean,  whoi.e  hand-writing 
are  they? — 1  believe  them  to  be  Mr.  Jack- 
son^ hand*writing. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Admr. — I  am  at  a  10==;,  tny 
lord,  to  conceive  upon  what  principle,  or  rule 
of  evidence,  it  is  that  my  friend  offers  these 
letters  to  the  Court,  upon  the  present  indict- 
ment ag^nst  Mr.  Stone,  from  ttie  very  state* 
meot  that  we  have  heard  of  what  they  are;  I 
am  fiivoured  also  with  copies,  by  the  uidul- 
gence  of  the  prosecutor.  The«.c  arc  fetters  of 
which  not  only  there  is  no  evidence,  that  they 
ever  came  directly  or  mdiiectly  to  the  band 
or  knowledge  of  Mr.  Stone ;  but  of  which  the 
direct  contrary  is  immediately  presumed  by 
the  manner  in  which  theyare  produccU ,  they 
are  letters  said  to  be  written  by  Mr.  Jack- 
son, probably  wnttr n  by  Mr.  Jack'^on,  Trnns- 
mitted  bv  him  abroad,  not  through  Mr.  ^toue, 
and  of  we  oonmma  of  which  as  such,  it  is 
toMMrible  that  Mr.  Slsiie  ever  coidd  have 
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my  knowledge;  I  thtnfcra  eonerivt  the 

r]ue?r>on  being  now  upon  u  charge  against 
Mr.  Btone,  founded  upon  an  allee^tion  that 
he  acted  with  a  knowledge  of  the  views  of 
lilr.  Jacksoo,  and  that  he  co-operated  in  those 
aci"^,  it  is  impossible  that  any  thing  written, 
any  thing  said,  any  thing  done  by  Mr.  Jack- 
son, that  is  not  proved  to  have  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Stone,  can  be  in  rmy  dc- 

Sree  evidence  to  implicate  Mr.  Sloni;  in 
le  guilt  of  Mr.  Jtekson,  whatever  that  amy 
be,  it  is  not  looseW  to  enter  into  any  question 
of  the  contents  of  those  letters,  whether  they 
do  show  any  degree  of  guilt  in  Mr.  Jackson, 
whether  Ihey  aisck>se  what  Mr.  Jaclsaon's 
views  in  sending  those  lotter*?  wprr,  bpcatise 
it  is  admitted  in  ttie  mode  in  whicU  these 
letters  are  produced,  that,  in  fiict,  they  never 
did  con-.c  to  the  knowlcdirr  of  Mr.  Slune.  I 
confess,  therelore,  1  am  extremely  at  a  io3i»  to 
know  upon  what  ground  of  evidence  it  u  that 
they  are  offered. 

l  ord  Krni/on.— The  attoiD^-general  will 
he  so  good  -ds,  open  this. 

Mr*  Ait9tneif  General. — I  confess  I  am  ex- 
tremely surprised  at  thi?  ol  irctinn;  t!ic  ob- 
jection is  taken  upon  thi^  ground,  titAl  beu^se 
these  papers  are  not  proved  to  have  been  seen 
])y  Mr.  8tonc,  that,  lli(.refore,  in  an  indict- 
ment where  the  overt>acl  is  a  conspiracy,  they 
mre  not  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury.  Now  the 
indictment  charges,  that  Mr.  Stone  conspired 
with  Mr.  Jackson,  and  othprs,  to  send  intelli- 
gence, among  other  tilings,  with  respect  to  the 
state  of  afiairs  in  this  eountiy :  I  put  out  of  the 
question  nt  present  quo  anitno  he  did  it,  be- 
cause that  is  to  go  to  the  jury  by-and-by.  I 
vSkt  these  papers,,  not  only  as  the  evidence  of 
an  act  done  in  furtherance  of  the  conspiracy, 
by  Mr.  J;ickv)n,  which  Mr,  Jackson  1  have 
Tiroved  to  iiave  couic  to  bim  addressed  by  Mr. 
Uurford  SUMMi  which  Mr.  Jackson  I  have 
proved  to  you  was  over  and  over  a^^ain  intro- 
duced in  tt»e  couvcrsaUous  of  Mr.  blouu  with 
certain  respeetable  {{enilemen  called  here,  but 
1  offer  ii  IS  evidence  to  sliow  that  Mr.  Stone 
communicated  those  papers,  which  were  put 
into  his  hands  by  Mr.  Vauehan  and  Mr. 
Smith,  to  Mr.  Jackson;  and  I  |M-ove  that  bv 
showing  that  here  is  this  paper  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Mr.  Jackson;  that  paper  that  I 
am  now  going  to  offer,  whicn  though  it 
comes  from  MMid  is  a  ptper  which  is  a 
dire^  I  copy. 

Mr.  Serjeant  JdMr.— I  wiH  save  the  at. 
torney-gencral  the  trouble,  if  be  rests  upon 
that  ground ;  the  second  letter  which  con- 
tains a  copy  of  that  paper,  1  do  not  object  to. 

Mr.  ^(fsrsey  General.— I  will  state  to  ^our 
lar  l^iip  presently,  why  I  conceive  there  ISBO 
colour  ui  objection  to  the  other. 

If r.  Seqeant  ild^.^Tbe  Jetter  oootaining 
the  copy  of  this  pa|ier,  X  cerlunlj  cannot  ob- 
ject to  being  read. 

Lord  lusyofi.— If  it  contains  a  copy,  I  think 
we  are  bound  to  receive  it  upon  this  ground : 
*t  goes  ia  coafirmation  of  what  waa  said  by 


of  the  wUnesses,  thathe 

cated  Mr.  \'.Ti^h.-in's  Irtter.    Tliis  is  evidence 
corroborating  the  account  given  by  the  letter. 

Mr.  Enkine. — But  it  does  no  more  than 
that. 

Mr.  GarroK.  —We  cannot  permit  that  Is  be 
said  in  this  stage  of  the  cause. 
Mr.  J<#0mev  Geaerel.— I  did  not  mean  ts 

5tntr  one  wora  more  than  wns  rwou^h  to  in- 
troduce this  paper  i  your  lord^iup  wm  under- 
stand me  not  to  wave  my  right  to  state  thit 
it  does  more.  Before  the  next  letter  is  resd, 
I  will  read  two  or  three  other  letters  found  in 
the  possession  of  Mr.  William  Siouc,  aod 
whicn  are  letters  addressed  to  him  from  Joba 
Hurford  Stone  from  Paris,  while  Mr.  JscklM 
was  in  EogiaaU  aud  Ireland. 

[No.  33,  read.] 

London,  iQth  March,  94. 
^  fiy  good  friend ;  Lest  a  duplicate  of  ih^ 
inclosed  papers  may  not  have  reached  you,  1 
now  transmit  anottier  ropy.    I  writ  last  Toes' 
day  to  your  brotiicr  at  liamhourg. 

Exclusive  of  positive  information  of  tbe 
temper  of  the  country,  it  ru:iy  he  known  by 
people  at  a  distance  by  the  loiiuwing  signs: 
There  are  no  petitions  against  the  war.  Then 
are  courtly  verdicts  given  by  juries  with  few 
exceptions.  There  are  no  mobs,  tho'  much 
distress.  There  b  mtKb  readiness  to  eolift 
assokUers.  There  is  much  quietness  in  beisf 
impressed  on  the  pari  of  seamen.  The  votes 
of  parliament  are  nearly  unanimoiis,  although 
the  parliament  has  nin  through  half  its  length, 
and  the  mrmhcrs  uf  the  House  of  Commons 
look  to  their  re-election.  The  ^tdbthtv  of 
lord  Chatham  continues,  in  defiance  of  an  hit 
neglects,  and  his  incompetence  to  fill  hi*  of- 
fice. Terror  pervades  the  Irieuds  of  hbcrtv, 
who  would  soon  show  a  different  appearance, 
were  they  countenanced  by  the  majority  of 
the  people.  The  temper  of  Fn2;!and  is  in  fi^ 
vour  ot  the  hrst  French  Hevoiuiton,  bat  not 
of  the  second.  However,  on  the  wboUL  it 
shows  symptoms  of  being  adverse  to  thejM- 
sent  situation  of  the  war,  not  from  disGGy 
its  principles,  but  film  aeeiDg  fittte  profit  n 
it,  at  the  same  time  that  they  think  its  msia 
ohjprt  unattainable;  namely,  the  ovcrlhrww 
oi  liie  present  ircuch  system.  They  would 
he  more  earnest  for  peace,  had  they  suffefod 
cnf>u'4h,  or  dul  tliry  ttiink  tlie  prevent  French 
govcruuienl  2>ii)cerely  di&posed  to  peace.  There 
are  many  persons  attacned  to  the  principles 
of  the  French  Hevoluliun,  in  En^laii ',  'Mhe/ 
are  reckoned  numerically,  but  they  are  a$  no- 
thing compared  to  the  rreat  mass  of  tbe  people 
who  are  indisposed  to  them.  In  Scotbod  the 
proportion  ot  democrats  i*.  increasing,  but 
they  are  as  yet  but  a  smati  minority.  ireUod 
will  follow  the  democracy  of  Scotlaad;  each 
of  these  countries  wants  only  lime  toronvince 
itself  in  its  own  wa^,  but  it  will  not  be  coo- 
vraoed  by  a  French  invauon.  If  Frawc*««t 
to  invade  England,  cvcrv  man  would  turn  out, 
fioffl  good.wyi  or  fimn  icar«  And  the  fe«^l» 
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are  discontented  would  be  auelled  with  ease, 
as  the  French  citizens  were  dv  Fayette,  in  the 
Champ  de  Mftfft,  or  the  disaffected  lately  by 
the  commi'sioncrs  in  Aisare.  There  could  be 
but  one  line  of  conduct  for  Englishmen  to  pur- 
sue, should  this  country  be  invaded;  tbey 
musl  defend  it.  War  being  bul  tlie  means  of 
attaining  peace,  and  the  well-meaning,  amon:> 
the  subjects  of  the  confederates,  being  tulcl 
that  the  French  are  so  averse  to  peace,  or  ask 
such  prellininaries,  that  it  is  tn  vain  to  treat 
wiihihem;  it  would  be  highly  useful  if  France 
declared,  ader  any  new  luceesses  wbtch  she 
hereafter  obtain, 
Her  aversion  to  conquest, 
"  Her  duposition  to  peace, 
"  Her  desire  that  Other  natMiia  shoi^  go- 
vern themselves, 

"  Iler  determination  to  change  this  system, 
if  the  war  asainst  her  is  ooBtioued;  and  it 
woul'l  be  useful  also,  if  every  convenient  op. 
portimity  were  taken  of  declaring,  that  her 
present  governmentls  tevelolioDary ;  and  that 
the  constitution  of  June  last  will  be  acted  upon 
at  the  peace;  and  also  if  she  declared  her  re- 
gret at  the  necessity  of  using  harsh  measures, 
and  now  and  then  employed  philanthropic  lan- 
^lage,  which  has  an  astonishing  effect  in  pa- 
cifying the  English,  and,  indeed,  in  pacifymg 
Europe.  It  would  lend  much  to  conciliate  the 
minds  of  tin  rnt^Ii-h,  ncrc  the  Convention  to 
decree  the  itbcraUon  of  aU  the  Engiishmeo  in 
a  state  of  arrest,  unaccused  of  crimes,  and  re> 
slorini^  to  them  their  property,  at  the  same 
time  allowing  lliem  to  leave  the  country  with- 
in a  eertain  space  of  time.  It  we'd  tend  also 
much  to  create  an  aversion  to  the  war»  were 
thr  Convention  to  decree  the  term?, on  which 
uuiy  they  would  make  peace.  This  cuuduct 
would  be  magnanimous,  and  if  4hey  did  not 
hold  out  terms  extravagant,  the  people  of  this 
country  would  not  hesitate  to  speak  their  aver- 
.  aion'  to  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

"  It  Miiild  be  very  advisable  to  liavc  copies 
of  the  more  important  decrees  and  reports 
lodged  at  Havre,  or  some  other  port,  to  be  sent 
oyer  by  neuti^l  vesselsy  for  the  purpose  of 
^viog  true  information  to  tho  |ieople  here, 
nrhicn  they  much  want." 

"  Thus  far  the  paper;  and  all  T  shall  say 
in  favour  of  it  is,  that  it  conies  from  a  quarter 
of  high  auihurily.  I  go  w  ith  the  autl)or  in 
opinion,  which  you  may  tell  yotir  friends  in 
Am  icrdam,  or  not,  as  you  please;  but  I 
think,  after  the  perusal,  yon  may  be  perfectly 
easy  as  to  any  attempts  a^amsl  our  happy 
COOitituUoD.  Loyalty  is  the  prevailing  tem> 
per,  and  I  trust  in  God,  it  will  so  continue  to 
De.  We  have  a  minister  as  vigilant  as  Argus; 
be  has  a  courier  every  three  or  fiNiPflays  from 
those  furies  at  Paris,  bringing  all  tlie  infur- 
snatioQ  that  can  be  gotten.  What  a  stroke 
of  excellent  policy  is  thb,  at  a  time  when 
'  these  gentry  think  they  take  sucb  cue  to  slop 
all  conimiinif  iiion  •  I  suppose  some  of  the 
ushers  of  liicir  assembly  are  in  our  interest. 
I  hawhcnidthatthcj  luTeaoouDtrymuof 
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ours  attached  to  their  Convention ;  if  so,  T  am 
happy  to  hear  he  still  resolves  what  ought  to 
chmetrnze  every  Englishman ;  a  love  of  the 
j^ovprnmrntof  his  native  ?  i!.  I  will  now  en- 
deavour 10  satisfy  you  on  another  subject. 
Not  trusting  to  my  own  oninion,  I  desired  m 
friend  of  mine,  a  real  royalist,  who  has  much 
intercourse  with  the  first  friends  of  the  king 
and  eonsUmtHm,  to  procure,  for  me,  the  sen* 
ti(nents  of  one  of  thrm.  He  writ  to  him  for 
the  purpose,  and  the  following  is  a  copy  of 
his  answer : 

"  Dear  sir ;  I  was  a  good  deal  surprised,  the 
other  fJ  iv,  at  tlic  dc^ircc  of  credit  which  you 
appeared  to  give  to  the  rumours  of  a  French 
invasion;  imt  as  t  know  many  are  of  your 
opinion,  and  m:\n\  more  affrct  to  be  so,  I  feel 
desirous  of  staling  to  you  the  reasons  why  I 
cannot  but  disregard  such  apprehensions. 

*'  In  the  first  place,  nothing  appears  to  me 
more  dear  than  that  those  who  arc  now  at  the 
headof  atiairs  ml  ranee,  are  too  wise  to  make 
such  an  attempt,  without  a  prospect  of  some 
advantage  adequate  to  the  risk  which  must 
be  incurred  by  ooth  the  army  and  the  fleet 
employed  iu  the  service;  and  this  advantage, 
1  shovild  think,  must  lie  something  more  than 
the  burnins  a  few  towns  and  villages  (sup- 
posing that  to  be  accompUshed),  or  the  cre- 
ation of  a  temporary  alarm.   From  general 
history  too,  and  yet,  more  strongly,  from 
their  own  recent  experience,  must  they  be 
aware  of  the  diffictiltyof  an  hostile  army's 
making  any  lasting  impression  on  a  people 
unwilling  to  receive  them,  as  especially  on  an 
island  in  possession  of  a  superior  navy,  and 
which  can  at  any  time  call  other  fleets  to  its 
assist  inrf.  If  allthisbc  true,  it  i?  scarcely  rea- 
sonalile  to  expect  such  attempt,  unless  the 
French  Halter  themselves  with  the  hope  of  co- 
operation on  this  side;  an  expcctritinn,  as  far 
as  I  am  able  to  judge,  still  less  likely  to  be 
realized  than  even  that  of  success  without  it. 
— That  numbers  here  are  disgusted  \>.  th  the 
war,  i  have  no  reason  to  doubt;  but  no  symp- 
loms  have  already  appeared  of  any  general 
disapprobation  of  government;  on  the  con- 
trary, ministers  seem  to  have  been  successful 
in  ratbtng  a  strong  spirit  of  attachment  to 
every  branch ;  I  might  almost  say,  to  every 
abuse  of  the  constitution    Nor  do  I  think  it 
possible  for  any  man,  who  impartialljr  views 
the  state  of  things  and  of  parties  in  tills  coun- 
try,  to  expect  any  ether  effect  from  an  inva- 
sion than  an  almost  universal  risin;^  of  the 
people,  to  defend  themselves  agaiu:;!  an  at- 
tempt which  they  would  consider  as  levelled 
at  their  constitution  and  liberty  ;  and  they 
would  therefore  execrate  and  resist,  as  much 
as  the  Freneh  did  the  duke  of  Brunswick's  ir- 
ruption.    Much  has  been  said  of  the  proj^rcss 
of  Trench  principles  here.    If  by  tliis  be 
meant  no  more  than  that,  at  one  time,  the 
opinion  was  rapidly  spreading  of  the  French 
Revolution  havmg  a  favourable  aspect  on  the 
happiness  of  Europe  and  of  mankind,  I  firmly 
believe  it;  and  I  believe  also,  that  a  pretty 
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general  persuasion  prevailed  of  ibe  existence  |  Iher  to  your  fnrad  OB  tfw  Milgaet.  T^HiMHii 
of  such  abuses  in  ourowo  eovernmenl  as  re-  !  not  direct  your  letter.    Enclose  it  to  Sir.  Pir- 

and  cffccUial ;  kyns,  at  Mrs.  Brown's,  Globe  Tavern,  Ham- 
bourg.  He  will  give  it  me  if  I  am  tbtre,  or 
forward  it.  Look  ftr  my  teller  of  last  Tm^ 
day.  Rempmf)€r  me,  my  go<>J  sir,  to 
commou  friend.  May  we  sobo  agaio  meet  al 
the  English  house,  Amstcfdun. 

•*  Yours  truly 
"  Enclosed  in  a  cover  marked  ftc** 
Mr.  AUetMjf  Otnervt  to  lord  GrantUb— 
Did  your  lordship  receive  those  two  papers  ift 
the  same  time,  which  yoQ  gave  la  Mr. 
pean.' — I  cannot  say. 

By  the  same  channel  f—1  CMmot  aiqr  ttg^ 
with  absoltite  certaintv. 
[No.  14,  No.  15,  and  No.  16,  were  proved 
Mr.  Mecleui^and  Mr.  Lainao,  to  httm 
been  found  in  Mr.  Stone's  hooML  nl  OH 
Ford.] 

[Mr.  John  Holmes,  proved  them  to  he  Mr. 
Hut  ford  Slone*ii ' 


quired  ^  rc'-frniation  ^peetjy 
partly,  however,  from  natural  causes,  and 
partly  from  artifices  and  want  of  better  infor- 
niati  n,  I  am  convinced  that  these  oiiini  tns  [ 
have  much  decreased,  both  in  force  and  tu 
extent ;  and  th^  although  the  tide  may  turn, 
yet  that  it  is  not  by  an  invasion  that  such  a  re- 
volution would  he  brought  about.  Wc  should 
only  wrap  our  cloak  tighter  around  us,  like 
the  m;in  in  the  storm,  and  refuse  every  offer 
of  fraternity  that  rzmf  in  so  questionable  a 
shape.  Sincerely  uidUuig  for  peace,  and 
tbhikingthat  these  rumours  of  an  invasion 
are  industriously  circulated  wilh  the  view  of 
exasperating  the  people,  and  of  rendering 
them  more  m  earnest  tor  the  war,  I  should  be 
very  desirous  of.suting  publicly  in  parliament 
evcrv  if!i  i  I  have  li':re  « oramunicrvlrd  to  you, 
if  I  did  not  know  laat  my  zeneral  alUcttnicnt 
to  the  cause  of  iiherty,  and  the  satisfaction  I 
bavr  repeatedly  expressed  at  the  overthrow  of 


[Ko.  14.  ietd.l 


ilespotism  iu  France,  have  rendered  me  to  a 
very  considerable  degree  obooxioas,  and  ex- 1    *  Deer  «r ;  I  have  recwved  your  letter, 
pose  my  sentiments  to  misrepresentation  of  closin;:  the  notr  whirh  T  return,  C5  noihini^is 


the  most  invidious  kind."  "  Here  is  a  let- 
ter from  a  man  of  weight  and  abilities ;  a  man 
who  perhaps,  better  than  any^  Other  in  this 

kingdom,  knows  the  secret  spring*  and  views 
of  our  excellent  minister,  but  uafuilunately, 
frooi  diSerenee  of  opinion  on  the  war  and 
other  matters,  ha*:  quitted  him.  I  le;ivcyou, 
after  iroparlial  deiibcration  on  the  letter,  to 
lot  it  have  the  weight  you  think  it  deserves. 
C-ommunicate  with  your  Amsterdam  friends 
who  are  all ichcd,  !ikf^  yourself,  to  onlcr  and 
good  governmenl ;  and  il,  after  all,  you  still 
continue  to  think  an  invasion  a  matter  pro- 
ductive of  the  con'-r'tnenrrs  you  apprehended, 
I  will  sell  out  your  property,  as  you  seem  m- 
elioed,  and  may  direct  me.  I  only  represent 
ioyou  what  I  c;in  c'-I'rrt  from  the  ncsl  sourc  e 
in  my  power :  these  I  give  you  as  they  come 


(mid ;  and,  you  must  lell  the  parties  to  pay  rn^ 
PatUson's,  the  value  which  will  be  furthered. 
— I  have  atto  reeeimd  our  American  frieuft 
letfers  ;  nuii,  you  mutt  tell  Mm,  that  hariti;  pttn 
them  to  the  proper  penp/e,  he  must  i«  Jmtmn  md- 
dress  hh  fneitd  IVicAtf/at,  mi4  nci  me. — I  hope 

Jrou  will  pay  particul.ir  attention  to  what  t 
lave  said  to  you  respecting  Fattisoo,  or  we 
shall  be  roocn  distressed.  You  will  roeeive  s 
letter  from  Mr.  Bcresf.  re<> peeling  his  succes- 
sion:  he  has  heard  from  his  bmlher-ir)-)"r, 
and  there  will  be  not  much  dilhcuUy  m  tae 
arrangement.  You  must  not  write  me,  aad 
tell  our  friends  not  to  write  to  tis  anv  mcr? 
letters,  on  this,  or  any  other  subject  just  now, 
as  an  interruption  will  soon  take  pwee;  oohr 
ynnr  'services  by  Patti-^on  and  B^jucard.  win 
be  teiu— You  nuy  tell  Gillet,  that  there  are 


to  me,  and  leave  you  to  do  as  you  please.  |  three  cases  gone  for  him— lell  Kippis, 
We  have  emissaries  here,  or  missionaries  as  -••'•-'"^  ^ 
1  think  they  call  them  ;  but  there  is  always 
somebody  who  gives  informati<m  of  their  set- 
ting out,  with  a  particular  description  of  their 
persons  and  passports;  so  t'  if,  thmk  God, 
they  are  naturally  well  watched,  and  pre- 
vented from  doing  mischief.  A  report  pre- 
vailed, the  other  d  ly,  that  one  had  just  ar- 
rived. It  is  happy  for  our  gnvrrnment,  that 
there  are  some  among  the  French  themselves 
well  disposed  to  it.  'Hiey  render  great  service 
by  makin;:  known  every  thin?:.  Your  friend 
here  would  undertake  to  send  every  kind  of 
print,  and  every  new  publication,  to  Ham* 
bourg,  if  any  man  in  the  trri  fc  were  there  es- 
tablished to  receive  Uicm.  There  is  only  one 
English  bookseller,  as  they  tell  me  here,  at 
HambourK,  and  he  scarcely  does  any  thing; 
as  ail  kind^  of  Manchesirr  pnods  arc  sent  from 
Hambourg  through  Germitny,  &o  might  prints, 
drawings,  or  any  thing  else  that  could  find  a 
ade.  LBformnc  whether  I  am  to  speak  loi^ 


will  tell  Colter  and  Miss  that  thejr  i 

not  write  till  they  hear  again  from  — 
We  arc  all  ve^  well,  and,  in  great  haste,  i  uni- 
Kribe  myse^wUk  all  respeeU,  U  mUmr  timtH 
can  brethren^  vo»r*Sf  ifc. 
**  SOth  Marchf  1794.        "  I.  IIuaroaoL 
*I  shall  write  to  jott  in  a  post  or  two  ( 
excuse  haste  and  brevity— though  1 1 ' 
from  Bourcard. 
Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Co  Negts. 
Riitlaiid  Place,  Thaoct8lre«^r 

[No.  14Kitad.3 

Dear  sir;  This  aeknnwled^  the  recdft 

of  the  letter  you  mentioned,  which  we  hadnt  i 
tierelofore  received.— The  case  is,  that  the 

Eost  is  sometimes  negligent,  thoogh  lettarsef 
uslness  are  rarely  interrupted.—!  have  »o- 
thin;  of  moment  to  mention  at  present,  ooly 
to  beg  you  to  pay  particular  attcniion  to  the 
account  I  sent  you  in  my  last,  ia  wbsA  I 
&nqr  I  omitted  somearticMe^  then  an  i 
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cases  sent  to  ymir  order,  but  I  d6  not  at  Ihfa  | 
moment  know  how  to  dcngnate  tbein— you 
ahall  have  it  in  my  next,  unless,  you  rcrrivp  it 
previously  by  our  agent;  you  will  al>o  liavc 
the  wine  et  len^^lh,  though  I  have  written  to 
thr  rnntrary.  —  The  laws  renewed  against  the 
iweiguers,  without  distinction^  will  drive  most 
if  not  all  the  £n£;Iish,  who  resided  at  Paris,  to 
the  extrcmest  distress ;  there  ure  no  cxrrptions 
it  seems. — We  have  advanced  io  somcotthcm, 
but  can  Uo  no  more. — I  have  notheiud  any  ti- 
dines  of  the  deposit  you  made  to  Barclaj— I 
"wisn  it  were  here,  and  in  the  manner,  if  you 
have  not  given  it  to  him,  that  1  pointed  out  in 
my  last.— \ou  will  lutve  received  my  note  by 

Mrs.  B  ,  whicti  she  promised  to  send  to 

you, — It  requires  no  particular  answer — the 
chief  attention  I  wish  you  to  ])ay  is  to  the  wants  I 
tiatfldi— Ton  will  receive  in  good  tine  the 
amounts — ottr  friends  are  leaving  us  also, 
some  for  Philadelphia,  some  tur  Boistoo,  and 
ft  few  forHambnt-gh. — The  aeeonnff  we  reeene 
from  ^fou  retpectirif^  the  ITcuse  concerns,  which 
our  Amtrican  friend  has  talked  to  you  on,  hat 
then  much  s&H^iuHen,  tiou^  tKey  hoped  to 
have  received  something  more  favourable — iho' 
I  leave  thi*^  p1ire  you  may  direc  t  to  mc  as 
usual,  as  I  i^hnU  leave  orders ;  and,  for  the 

}>rcsent  conclude  in  great  haate,  your's  ^th- 
uUy,  I.  HuBPORP. 

"  P.  S.  Tl  is  strnnge  (hct  rrr  hrnr  n<^hing 
farther  o/  the  arrival  of  Mr.  J.    An  (id^naint- 
t:    r  from  Batten  told  me  a  few  datfs  ago,  that 
hixjournn/ rra^  retarded. — The  ihippir.^  busi- 
ness is  under  consideration^  and  \fou  tciU  hear 

Messieurs  Law  rc nee,  and  Co.  Rutland 
Place,  Thames  Street,  London." 

21st  April,  1794.*' 

[No.  J5,  read.] 

"  Messieurs ;  wo  reccd  your  letter  contain- 
ing the  paper  which  was  nearly  the  wune  as 

we  had  seen  printed  here  some  weeks  previ- 
ous. There  nothing  that  affects  us  in  it  so 
&r  as  we  can  see,  as  we  have  no  occasion  to 
jnit  you  or  ourselves  to  any  inconvenience,  if 

Ku  regard  with  attention  the  letters  you  will 
ve  reoed  from  us  on  the  subject ;  if  you  do 
not,  it  is  imposvible  to  express  the  inconve- 
nience, and  even  wretchedness  to  whi*  h  we 
shall  be  subjected.  Thepacquets 
have  not  yet  k  en  rtetdfimd  we  know  not  vhcrc 
thn/  rrsf.  I  have  given  all  the  information 
wiucii  X  could  on  tlie  subject,  but  do  not 
choose  to  trouble  myself  too  much.  I  wrote 
to  you  a  post  since,  to  desire  you  not  to  write 
to  mc,  as  I  did  not  know  exactly  where  I 
should  be,  and  Bd.  not  yet  being  returned 
from  Switzerland.  However,  as  you  write 
with  caution,  you  need  not  attend  to  it ;  but  it 
is  not  necessary  to  write  but  w  hen  you  have 
business  to  commtmicate.  I  attend  to  what 
you  say  with  respect  to  Gilltt,  and  am  of  his 
opinion,  that  it  would  be  better  to  &eud  the 
books  instead  of  the  sheets^  and  that  can  be 
ifone  by  the  Swiss hoow Xhm neiilkNwd to 
VOJLXXV. 


ytn.  If  my  letter  to  Py.  has  been  |>rinted* 

send  me,  it  you  can,  the  paper ;  if  nf>l,  I  will 
send  you  a  copy — I  shall  send  no  more  to  him 
as  you  request.  We  have  ^ent  to  your  order 
to  Hamburgh  4  cases  of  which  you  will  soon 
receive  the  parlars ;  the)'  arc  t^onc  at  length, 
alter  a  thousand  interruptions.  As  to  the 
wine,  I  cannot  yet  particularly  inform  ytm. 
You  nientd.  in  a  former  letter  the  payment  of 
SOO/.  to  George  Grieve;  he  has  received  part 
of  it  llrom  me,  but  he  is  verv  anxious  to  know 
by  what  means  it  falls  to  him,  as  you  have 
only  mentioned  the  circum'^tance  withont  any 
detail.  I  find  Wilson  is  his  most  uUiiuutc 
friend — ^Let  Wilson  therefbfe  write  him  a  line 
at  the  bottom  of  yr.  letter,  ;ind  tell  W.  that  I 
am  very  augr^'  with  biro  lor  not  making  me 
acquamted  with  him  beforo.  Do  let  your  ai>- 
swcr  to  this  be]  very  expediliom.  T  am  con- 
cerned to  see  Barclay's  bills  sent  back,  though 
thank  God,  as  it  happens,  I  had  reced  no  va- 
lue for  them.  If  mt  Swiss  bills  are  returned, 
my  credit  is  totally  gone,  unless  you  adopt  the 
method  pointed  out  l)y  paying  the  money  to 
the  house.  I  did  suppose  that  Smith's  money 
would  be  rcfti'cd,  Imt  you  will  receive  it  by 
his  l^bort-  hands  characters]  Bingham's  also 
will  be  paid  you.  I  attend  to  what  you  tell 
nic  as  to  money  concerns,  hut  T  must  have  a 
heart  of  marble  to  see  around  me  so  much 
want  without  relieving  it ;  and  on  the  strength 
of  the  payment  I  have  advanced,  but  not  a 
gr^t  deal.  T  wish  the  deposit  bv  sir  R.  D. 
was  arrived,  as  I  want  them.  If  you  can  adopt 
the  means  I  pointed  out,  you  need  not  be  u 
advance  at  an,  n^s  T  v.  ould  take  care  to  forward 
the  account;  youi  demand  is  substaaUally  as 
under  s 
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"  I  know  not  if  you  have  reced.  Tarlelon's 
money,  which  is  157  more^  and  I  know  not 

what  you  liave  expended  (or  the  manufacture. 
This  acct.  must  be  I  suppose  agst.  mc,  1m it  I 
must  not  be  charged  witti  respect  to  thii>  ai:air 
out  of  any  of  the  transactions  here,  it  must  be 
taken  from  the  principal ;  in  which  case  tlic 
interest  must  be  diminished.  You  sec  I  have 
not  said  any  thing  of  bills  that  are  not  paid, 
suchasTiirnhuirs,  wliicli  I  fully  ox})ecled,and 
Sabo  and  Losack.  &c.  not  Dorkl's,  nor  even 
Bingham's,  which  will  certainly  be  given  you, 
as  he  is  a  person  of  fortune,  and  has  written  : 
so  that  T  think  it  c-irinot  f;»i!,  his  fiicuds 
are  lu  make  aupiitalioa.  Yuu  wiii  receive  to 
the  amount  012  or  3000  vols,  immediately,  so 
t})nl  you  will  be  very  much  in  hand,  but  at 
thib  lime  wc  pensli  if  we  have  not  assistance 
"-atitisiinMasibleto  relate  to  you  all  tfaa 
waato  we  unoeigo.  Yois  see  I  cbaij^  Busb'a 
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bills  as  paid ;  if  unfortunately  they  should  not, 
the  ooly  remedy  is,  to  take  the  inooey  to  the 
SwiN  bouse  mentioned,  which  I  am  sure  you 
will  do^  as  it  is  not  for  toe  wcomit  of  toy  per- 
son in  France.  Gricvc's  money  give  me  also 
an  account  ot  as  soon  as  possible.  As  to  our 
Jmerican  friend,  tk»  account  X  gave  was  very 
tat  in  flict ory,  nnd  to  myse  lf  hiphli/  useful  ;  but  it 
is  UranMC  that  hu  reialiont  lu^r  nothing  frum 
km.  lumUd  rather  thai  ka  diimt  writatom 
ioinuch  on  tketlUffect;  though  I  show  thtm  his 
kltersy  they  are  sad  blunderers  on  this  head. 
This  is  a  storm  that  we  are  weatiiering,  but, 
thaok  God,  we  are  in  good  shelter,  our  only 
wants  arc  those  I  mentioned,  to  frhich  you 
wiii,  I  am  sure,  be  attentive.  I  shall  ask  no. 
tdvance,  for  the  profit  will  be  sttftcient  ftv  aoy 
enterprise.  I  ("  Bush's  bills  be  paid,  I  make  40 
per  cent.  I'he  Dunkirk  bills  will  be  paid  on 
certain  conditions,  but  I  cannot  receive  above 
half  their  value,  and  I  am  empowered  by  your 
Utter  to  do  what  I  can  with  them.  If  you  can 
buy  any  more  at  a  low  rale,  I  would  purchase 
tbem.  I  have  replied  to  aU  in  your  letter,  ex- 
cept that  which  more  relates  to  our  concern 
iu  America,  and  on  that  I  cannot  at  present  say 
much.  Our  friend  you  tell  me  is  gone  to  Ire- 
land— the  business  he  spoke  to  you  an  is  inters 
rupted  by  this  paper  u  hichyou  sent  [Short-hand 
characters.]  komvcr  U  may  produce  very  bene- 
ficial effeet$.  As  I  have  written  in  great  haste, 
1  write  very  inc<Aercntly,  but  you  can  make 
it  out  I  shall  write  more  frequent,  but  you 
need  not  answer  but  on  busioeis.  We  we 
had  terrible  work  here,  bnt  it  is  now  fiSt,  I 
refer  you  to  tlio  papers. 

"  We  hear  uotiun^  larthcr  of  Jefferson's  ar- 
rival. Some  of  our  friends  arc  gone  to  Ham- 
burgh and  Philadelphia.  I  shall  remain  some 
time  longer.  Inclosed  is  a  letter  to  ilowan. 
You  witfliear  soon  on  B  ■  -'s  tflUrs,  they 
take  a  prosperous  turn.  We  tit  aJl  in  good 
health,  and  remain  yr  friends. 

"  3th  April,  1792.     I.  Hurford  and  Co. 

**  I  shall  send  a  bill  on  Grey  for  501.  in  my 
next,  the  1,900/.  I  have  sent  bark." 

Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Co.  liutUnd  Place, 
Thames  Street,  London.'* 

Mr.  Garrow. — From  the  intornal  evidence, 
there  must  be  a  mistake  in  t^  date  of  this 
letter. 

Mr.  AUamey  Genf  ra/.~There  is  only  one 

short  passugc  in  this  letter  material. 

Lord  Kenuon. — 1  understand  you  that  these 
three  last  letters  are  not  material  as  to  making 
out  your  ca-r,  but  as  cnahhng  you  to  lay  a 
foundation  fur  some  material  evidence. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— In  these  letters 
there  are  these  paasaget*--*'  The  accounts  we 
receive  from  you  respecting  the  house  con- 
cerns, which  our  American  tncnd  has  talked 
to  you  on,  has  given  much  satis&cUon,  though 
they  hoped  to  have  received  sonu-lhin:^  more 
favourable."  "  It  is  stranee  tlial  we  iiear  no- 
thing farther  of  the  arrivsTof  Mr.  I.^— •*  As 
to  our  American  frieo^  the  account  I  gave 
was  vtiy  sMitfi^Utry,  tnd  to  myself  hi^h^y 
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useful ;  but  it  strange  thst  his  relatioaa 
hear  nothing  from  him." — That  is,  hu  rela- 
tions in  France.  Your  lordship  fasa  likewise 
had  a  lettor  of  the  SOth  of  March,  in  which 
there  is  this  passage,  which  is,  I  apprehend, 
extremely  strong.  I  have  also  received  our 
American  friend's  letters,  and  yon  asnst  Iril 
him  that  having  given  ihem  to  the  proper 
neoole.  he  must  in  future  address  his  taend 
Nicnons,  and  not  me."— Then  is  iiktwist  • 
letter  of  the  15th  of  March,  1794,  which  I  be. 
lieve  your  lordship  has  not  been  troubled  with. 
— I  am  callins  your  lordship's  attention  only 
to  this  single  tact :  that  in  the  letter  which  wat 
last  read,  which  was  spoken  to  by  lord  Gren> 
ville,  Mr.  Jackson  begins  by  s^iog  thstt 

Duplicates  had  been  wilttes  oftlie  LeHtes.* 
Of  these  letters  which  arc  now  read  to  yev 
lordship,  Mr.  Stone  states  from  Paris,  '*!  have 
received  a  letter  sent  by  you'' — that  is  sent  by 
you  the  person  to  whom  he  addresses  his  kS» 
ter — that,  therefore,  shows  that  the  corres* 
poudcnce  was  in  fact  kcpi  up,  as  I  take  tbt 
liberty  to  nbmit  it  was,  between  Mr.  lac^ 
son,  5lr.  Stone  and  his  brother  in  Paris,  dl^ 
iog  Mr.  Jackson's  residence  in  this  countsy. 
The  letter  which  has  been  already  read,  signed 
WUIiam  Enots,  contains,  your  lordsliip 
observe,  a  quotation  from  one  of  those  letters 
wlxich  1  have  now  been  reading,  namelv,  that 
the  letters  had  been  reemved  and  hacf  btsn 
delivered  to  tlie  proper  people ;  but  in  future 
they  are  to  be  directed  to  Nicholas  and  not  to 
me— tiMt  is  quoted  in  the  letter  of  WHfiaa 
Enots  to  Thomas  Popkins  in  Ireland. 

Lorrl  Krnyon. — But  then  that  doctnot  at* 
certain  what  that  letter  was. 

Mr.  Jllonwy-O«acrsl<— It  it  n  vsibaliB 
copy  of  that. 

Mr.  Serjeant  iliair.— That  letter  is  ol  the 
mhof  A|ml  17M. 

Bfr.  Barlou.—\l  is  dated  April,  1792  ;  but 
that  must  be  a  mistake,  t>ecausc  there  is  in 
the  letter  an  account  of  interest  ironi  i79i, 
lo  1794  ditto  to  the  hrst  ofAfriL"-** 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— \  now  proceed  to 
oiler  in  evidence  the  other  letter  ot  the  17th 
of  March.  1794,  which  Mr.  Nepeaa  stated  hs 
received  from  lord  Grenville,  and  which  his 
lordship  stated  had  been  communicatod  to 
him  oflicially.  The  ground  upon  which  I  ofe 
that  letter  is  this— I  have  already  proved  it  lo 
be  in  the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Jackson.  I 
State  i^cncrally,  because  I  feel  it  difhcuUla 
state  particularly,  but  stale  een« :  .  s  aR<^  m 
opcninc;  the  evidence,  your  1  rd'.hip  wilig;i«c 
me  credit,  for  stating  it  accurately,  that  it  u  a 
letter  ppinUng  out  the  pltces  In  vibich  an  in* 
vasion  m*y  be  made  in  this  country — and  it 
is  a  letter  sent  abroad  by  Mr.  Jackson,  upon 
tlie  17th  of  March  1704.— TIk  .pieMion  be- 
tween us  is  this — wh'  tiiLT  tlu^  letter  can  in 
read  upon  thf!  trial  ;  Ir.  Slone — 1  conc«»e 
it  to  be  pcrlectly  dear  li»at.il  may,  ami  upoo 
these  grounds.— The  overt  acta  charged,  vour 
lordships  see,  are  a  conspiracy  bct^vtcn  Nu'- 
fordStoQfi,  WiUiam        ■•jyti  hljipifcH 
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|fepe  ifltellliran'  t0  tbv  enmy  whw%  thcV 

Sight  inrade  this  country,  and  assisting  each 
•Iter  in  proairing  that  intelligence.—!  do  not 
MKapitumte  all  that  has  been  already  proved 
"With  respect  to  the  connexion  between  Mr. 
Jackson  and  Mr.  Stone  :  but  I  take  it  now 
that  I  am  entitled  to  state  generally,  that  it 
IMS  toao  yratad  beyond  •  doobl  to  be  the 
common  object  of  both  to  communicate — 
C^Mo  ammo  is  the  thing  to  be  considered  af- 
twndiii)  to  coramnricate  intelligence  to  Ao 
enemy  upon  this  subject ;  and  I  take  it  to  be 
established,  that  the  intelligence  which  was 
procured  by  William  btone,  was,  in  point  of 
fact,  communicated  to  Mr.  Jackaoo  first,  and 
by  Mr.  Jackson  afterwards,  as  is  proved  by  Mr 
Sione'i  conversation,  and  by  the  evidence  of 
knl'Oi«Bvaio-4iien  I  ttke  it  lobe  eiteemely 
dear,  that  when  you  have  once  brought  toge- 
ther persons  conspiring  for  one  common  ob- 
ject ;  that,  whatever  tbev  do,  with  reference 
to  the  same  end,  is  evidence  to  be  admitted 
a^nst  both,  sul^ect  always  to  the  decision 
oi  the  jury,  how  tar  that  evidence,  which  is 
admitted  a^inst  both,  should  be  taken  to' 
beer  in  its  inference,  and  effect,  agr^invt  the 
|ierticiilar  person.* — I  am  sure  I  need  not  put 
your  lordsoip  in  mind  of  the  case  of  a  gentle- 
man, now  tn  the  King's-bench,  I  mean  Mr. 
Bowes,  who  was  intlicted  together  with  a  Mr. 
Bowes,  an  attorney  of  Darlu)gton,  fur  con- 
•■iriag  to  run  away  with  lady  Strathroore ;  in 
tnat  case,  which  was  tried  before  Mr.  Justice 
Bitlier.  it  was  contended,  that  acta  done  by 
andiTHwels  tipon  thet  raeoid,  in  the  dlmnee 
of  each  other,  could  not  be  given  in  evidence 
Bsainst  persons  who  were  not  present — but 
the  Court  ruled  in  that  case,  that  when  you 
eoee  prove,  tfaM  tfaqr  had  s  eonneilDn  with 
the  conspiracy,  every  act  that  any  one  did  in 
that  conspiracy,  was  evidence  against  each, 
apd  thet  gentlemen  is,  to  thb  moment  in  the 
King's-bench  under  that  .sentence. — I  take 
leeve  alto  to  state,  that  this  was  niled  over, 
and  ofw again,  in  the  late  state  trials;  it  was 
the  basis  of  the  whole  proceedfalgS. 

Mr.  Justice  Ashlmrst. — Have  vou  any  recol- 
lection of  the  case  of  the  Cock-lane  ghost  ?  1 
.ntfasil  brieve  something  of  the  seme  kind 
was  determined  by  lord  Mansfield. 

Mr.AUoruei/  General. — ^l^his  has  been  ruled 
enwr  and  over  again,  in  trials  for  high  treason. 
«— The  case  your  lordship  mentions  is  older 
than  my  time  in  the  profession  of  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  a  member.— I  remem- 
ber my  friend  successfully  contended  on  the 
late  trials  for  the  admissionof  similar  evidence 
and  it  was  not  only  so  rtUed  in  the  late  trials 
ftr  Ugh  tteaseo,  Mt  then  nas  hardly  one 
tittle  of  evidence  that  conid  be  ^ffli  on  those 

*  flee  the  discussions  as  to  the  admissibility 
of  similar  evidence  in  the  trial  of  Thomas 
Hardy  anti  Vol.  2t,  p]i.  4'29,  ct  setj.  436  et 
seq.  447  et  se^;  aud  m  the  trial  of  John 
Home  Tooke  pp.  74  et  stq^  194  ef  sty:  of  this 
VehMB.  8eealMaat^i*.C.«9,U8.' 
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trials,  oniBss  tide  ivee  the  rdo—ivhen  you 

once  prove  that  persons  were  in  the  same  so  - 
cieW,  having  one  common  ol^t,  the  evidence 
of  the  acta  of  each,  was  admitted  egalMtilt 
—the  acts  of  the  British  Convention,  for  in- 
stance, were  admitted— the  acts  of  persons  at 
Sheffield,  were  admitted  as  evidence  of  the 
acta  ef  the  Cenetitatianal  Sadety  in  Ldaden 
— the  acts  of  the  Corresponding  society  were 
admitted  against  the  Constitutional  Societv, 
and  the  aeta  oftbe  Constitutional  fleeSety  ad- 
mitted  against  the  Corresponding  Society — 
the  acts  of  Watt  at  Edinburgh,  were  admitted 
the  moment  it  was  proved  that  they  were  all 
embarked  in  one  common  object — now  the 
question  here  i?,  whether  it  has  not  been  dis- 
tinctly proved  to  your  lordship  thus — that  Mr. 
Jackson  cane  over  here  eddreased  to  Mr. 
htonc,  that  Mr.  Jackson  not  only  came  over 
here  addressed  to  Mr.  2Stone,  but  that  Mr^ 
Stone  and  Mr.  Jackson  were  in  habits  of  com- 
munications toother  while  be  was  in  this 
country,  upon  this  subject— and  it  is  farther 
proved,  that  Mr.  Jacksbu  and  Mr.  Stone  coii- 
tinoed  their  c<HTe8pondence  upon  these  sub- 
jects— that  is  proved  in  the  way  in  which  it  i» 
toffo  to  the  jury,  after  Mr.  Jackson  had  left 
this  country— then  I  sey  that  stating  this  let- 
ter to  contain  the  substance,  though  diversi- 
fied in  the  manner  of  staling  it  of  those  com- 
tuunications  which  had  before  been  made, 
by  Mr.  StMie,  and  being  conumndcated 
for  the  same  purpose;  I  submit  upon  the 
common  principle,  it  is  the  act  of  a  person 
ifint  inwFsd  to  be  erabeiked  in  the  sane 
scheme  and  project,  done  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  on  that  common  scheme  and  pro> 
ject. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair. -A.  conceive,  with  de- 
ference to  the  Court,  that  the  prinripleunon 
wiiich  this  question  is  now  to  be  decidea  is 
cssaulisllji  dntinnrishable  fron  both  the 
cases  that  have  been  put  by  my  learned 
friend  the  attorney-general,  and  uom  every 
case  that  I  liave  ever  heard  of,  in  wludi  evi- 
dence that  can  in  any  degree  be  assimilated  to 
this  has  been  received : — 1  am  ready  to  ad- 
mit that  when  several  conspirators  charged 
with  confederath^  together  fbr  the  commis- 
sion of  the  same  offence,  arc  put  upon  their 
trials  toother,  tliat  then  there  cannot  be  & 
doobtttast  evoijp  vieoe  of  evidence  which 'af- 
fects any  one  of  ttiem  is  admissible  upon  that 
trial,  though  it  might  not  be  evidence  against 
others ;  and  it  then  becomes  the  duty,  and  is' 
always  the  inclinaUon  of  the  Court  to  distin- 
guish the  effect  of  those  pieces  of  evidence 
which  are  legal  evidence  against  one  of  the 
parties  sccoim,  and  which  are  net  legal  evi- 
dence  aigainst  the  other— but  the  case  is  to- 
tally dinercnt  where  evidence  is  to  bo  given 
of  acts  done  by  a  conspirstor,  not  upon  his 
trhd,  and  acts  done  bv  that  conspirator  when 
he  was  separated  and  at  a  distance  frt»m  tho 
person  with  whom  he  is  accused  of  having 
MBfedaratodvllh  the  object  charged  in  the 
indictnent 
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My  !e:irnpfl  friend  has  just  reminded  tlic 
Court  ot  the  evideoce  that  was  most  undoubt- 
edly reoeiv«d  (and  for  the  reception  of  which 
my  learned  friend  has  truly  stated  !•  success- 
fuliy  contended)  in  the  late  sUte  trials,  that 
evidence  is  essentially  dislinguishable  in  this 
^-tfaat  the  charge  against  all  the  prisoners 
upon  those  trials  wasot'acls  done  by  them  as 
members  of  that  sojciety,  alleged  to  be  confer 
derated  together  for  the  purpose,  bv  their  eol- 
lectivc  strength,  and  by  their  collective  acta 
of  overturning  the  government  and  constitu- 
tion of  their  couiUry — it  was  upon  tliat 
ground,  and  upoii  that  alone,  tbit  I  ever  con- 
lendtnl~ii  was  tipon  that  ground  alone  that 
my  friend  the  attorney  general  then  con- 
tended (beoMwe  it  was  not  neeesiuy  for  him 
to  take  any  other),  that  the  acts  of  these  so- 
cieties were  evidence  against  each  and  every 
one  of  the  prisoners  wno  were  memb^s  of 
these  societies,  after  genenl  evidence  had 
been  given  impliraling  them  in  one  general 
design,  because  from  the  very  nature  of  these 
acts  they  were  collcctiye  acts  done  by  the  so- 
ciety— resolution^;  entered  into — proceedings 
bad  at  meetings  of  these  societies. 

Lord  Kenvon.— 'Was  it  admitted  without  in- 
troducing  the  parties  against  whom  the  evi- 
dence was  given  as  members  present  ai  the 
time? 

Mr.  Oarrozr.^-Cerlainlj^-ln  distMit  parts 

of  tlie  kini^doiii. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Jdair. — But  they  were  collec- 
tive acts  of  the  societies  of  which  tlieee  per- 
sons were  members,  or  of  societies  proved  to 
be  in  direct  correspondence  for  the  purpose 
with  the  society  of  which  they  were  mtmbers 
—and  I  venture  to  say  in  no  one  instance  in 
these  trials,  was  ti  e  individual  act  of  any 
member  of  those  societies,  not  done  as  the 
communication  inwiediateiy  to  the  societies 
ihcmselves,  but  expressive  of  the  private  scn- 
■  liments  and  opinion  of  that  individual  mem- 
ber, given  in  evidence  against  any  but  the  in- 
dividual  person ;  no  decUu^tions  out  of  these 
societies  had  not  in  immf  riiatc  communica- 
tion and  correspondence  wiUi  those  societies, 
no  declaration  of  individml  members  were 
given  in  against  any  others,  except  the  letters 
of  the  secretaries  of  the  societies  which  were 
considered  as  evidence  a^inst  d»  membenof 
that  society,  of  which  evidence  was  given  that 
they  were  implicated  in  one  general  de*;if!n: 
but  where  is  il  possible  to  htop,  if  wc  arc  to  ad- 
mit as  evidenoe  agaiost  one  of  those  supiieeed 

conspirators,  when  the  very  question 

s^tcd,  and  fairly,  candidly,  and  honourably 
stated  as  it  always  is  by  my  learned  friend  the 
altornry  j^cncraf.  fjr  thejury  to  decide  is  the 
intention  witli  which  Mr  .  Stone  acted — where 
•re  we  to  stop  if  evidence  is  to  be  given  to  af- 
f^t  Mr.  Stone  with  the  criminality  of  a  letter 
of  a  person  writini:  If  tu  in  anotW  country 
to  |>crsous  with  whuni  Mr.blouc  is  not  prov- 

•  Mr.  Serje  uii  A  I  ar  w.ts  outhc  formM  trials 
one  of  the  counsel  tor  the  Crown. 
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cd  to  have  any  connrxinn.  and  no  tittle  of 
which  is  ever  pretended  tu  be  communicated 
to  him ;  to  the  preceding  letter  that  was  pre. 

duced  by  lord  Grenville  I  waved  thcobjectiMi 
on  the  ground  of  its  rtcilin'^  p(iper!«  whiri!  bad 
been  brought  home  to  the  pribuiar,  but  ui  Luis 
letter  tliere  is  nothing  which  has  been  beonght 
home  as  evidence  to  Mr.  Stone,  there  is  no  re- 
ference to  any  act  of  Mr.  Stone— no  proof  ut 
tlie  slightest  degree,  of  the  privity  of  Mr, 
Slonc  to  any  one  senlinKiil  that  this  idler  is 
supposed  to  express  ;  aud  so  far  from  its  be- 
ing evidence  uf  a  cuulederacy  together  for  the 
same  object,  it  is  evidence  tu  the  direct  con- 
trary; becauf^r  f*very  part  of  the  information 
communicated  by  i\ir.  Stone  to  Mr.  Jacicswi 
was  evidenoe  tending  to  prevent  an  ittvaaes 
of  this  country,  and  my  friend  the  attorney 
general  now  proposes  tu  atit  ct  Mr.  Stooebj  a 
letter  written,  as  he  states,  by  Ifr.  jBdeim, 
invitiDg  and  pointing  oak  tlie  places  for  mi  ii- 
vasion. 

Lord  Kenyan. — T iiat  tliere  is  ^ulLcieut  evi- 
denoe to  connect  Jackson  and  Stone  the  pis- 
soncr  at  the  bar,  sufiicicnt  cvitloncc  given  to 
permit  that  conclusion  to  be  made,  I  have  do 
doubt  npon  earth;  with  respect  to  this  poiol; 
really  I  wish  I  was  more  acquainted  than  I 
am,  with  the  course  nf  criminal  jurisdiction^— 
if  the   question  iiad  never  been  decided,  1 
should  have  extreme  doubts  upon  it,  asd 
those  extreme  doubts  which  I  shonW  hire 
would  1^  me  in  a  criminal  case  to  do  oiher- 
wisetban  I  shouUl  do  in  a  civil  case  in 
civil  case  (I  speak  in  the  licurins:  of  a  ^e^t 
many  professional  gentlemen)  wheri^ver  1 
have  serious  doubts,  I  follow  the  doctrine 
which  I  have  collected  to  be  laid  dowial^lsid 
Hardwicke;  I  receive  the  evidence,  pr^n^ 
thejury  the  best  instruction  I  can  upon  the 
efieet  of  it ;  and  I  do  it  in  the  case  of  civil 
prorccdings,  without  running;  the  ri>k  of  dc* 
iug  any  hurt,  because  if  i  receive  it  UD|n»- 
perly,  a  seaaou  will  come  when  theCowt  mil 
correct  my  error— it  it  diiferent  in  the  cam 
we  have  now  Itcforc  u?,  and  thrrrlore  if  tbr 
cases  decided  It  t  t  niy  mind  entangled  m  real 
doubts,  the  leading  of  my  judgment  would  be 
to  reject  the  evidence ;  but  1  tit  confers  llut 
what  my  bn)ther  Adair  has  said  (who  has 
eerfaanly  stated  it  as  beoeficiaUy  aa  te  esaU 
for  his  client)  leaves  me  much  inclined  to  be- 
lieve that  cases  dccidc<l  have  done  a\r:ty  the 
doubts  which  I  had;  for  if  my  brother  Adaair 
argued  successfully  before  so  great  a  tribuoal 
as  that  which  he  alluded  to,  and  if  he  was  able 
to  convince  U^m  that  the  acts  done  by  Uae 
societies  at  Shefidd,  were  efficient  to  ^rrAe 
guilt  to  parties  not  present  at  the  tim* — i:'\fU 
ters  written  by  the  secretaries  ot  those  socac* 
ties,  not  communicated  to  the  peraim  towheas 
the  guilt  was  to  be  imputed  by  these  kltcrs 
otherwise  than  arising  from  ihdr  act'nrr  in 
concert  with  their  parues— if  Uuil  vvaa  »u  de» 
cided,  I  confess  I  think  this  point  is  dockiedL 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair.—  I  h-    I'^riK-l  jtn!-r 

upon  the  bench  who  was  ptcaeutf  wiU  i  Uitc^'c 
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liMt  iStmm  lilten«r  Shdkld  and 

otfier  ^iKictics,  thnt  were  not  Titldrcs^rd  to  the 
&ocicUc»  ol  whicU  ihe  prisoucrs  were  oieai- 
hen^  wert  I  believe  noliweived. 

I >  i  ril  K<: uijo !i .  —Thai  Iwf es  mt ffodiely  in 
tbc  same  i»UuaU0Q. 

Mr.  Erskine. — What  I  am  Roing  to  say  I 
Wher  think  will  meet  the  racollectioii  of  my 
Jnined  friends.— I  looked  k«;t  night  al  the 
lliato  to  which  my  lrieo4  alludes^  ihickuig 
that  paobabW  80IBC  qiwrtion  of  tMasort  might 
arise;  andl  belieTel  can  take  upon  inc  to  say, 
without  much  hazard  of  b^iog  ultimately 
Ibind  in  the  wrong,  that  the  Court,  in  wS- 
nuttioff  that  8ort  of  evidentt^  «iiieh  was 
strongly  objected  to  by  us,  pronounced  its 
jud^ent  in  this  manner,  and  I  could  almost, 
I  Miieve,  repeat  those  words.  The  counsel 
(meaning  niy  frirnt}  who  sits  hy  mr,*  and 
myself  havmg  opposed  that  evidence  on  the 
part  of  the  pnsoner)  seemed  to  connive  that 
It  wa«  offered  as  cvicicnce  to  affect  the  pri- 
soner, whereas  lord  chief  justice  Kyre  desired 
it  mifila  be  for  ever  recollected— aud  I  do  po- 
tiAwy  aver  thai  this  will  be  found  in  the 
jtidgmrru  of  the  Court,  that  the  cause  di- 
vided iiscit  mto  two  brauciies — I  speak  in  the 
bcaiins  of  two  learned  judges  who  attended 
upon  those  trials— that  the  first  went  to  show 
that  a  tfNKftfic  conspiracy  existed,  and  then 
that  the  pciaoner  was  a  member  of  it ;  that 
though  evidenoe  might  be  given  of  any  thing 
done  or  said  hy  persons  not  present,  nor 
proved  to  be  co-upci  auiig  ui  what  they  did  or 
said  xfs-iili  the  prisoners,  that  such  evidence 
ijelonged  only  to  that  fnA  branch  of  the 
proof  huiitg  competent  to  prove  the  first 
though  not  tlie  wennd  Imnch  of  the  charge 
upon  the  record — that  is  tosa^,  to  prove  that 
tiic  alleged  conspiracy  did  exist,  but  not  to 
sliow  thai  A,  B,  or  0  had  any  specific  share 
in  it:  and  if  it  had  been  fuled  neyond  tint  by 
the  rvuirt,  of' v.  lii(  li  1  ever  must  speak  un- 
douhlcdiy  with  the  greatest  respect — ^yei  1  re- 
peat that  if  it  bad  been  nded  otherwise,  I 
should  Iiave  considered  the  Court  entitled  to  no 
re»poct  at  all,  because  there  was  admitted  as 
evidence  afaiost  Uic  state  prisoners  what  was 
done  by  \^^and  Downie,aod  other  {tersons 
in  a  three  pair  of  stairs  room  at  ]>(linlMirs;h  ; 
tJiough  it  was  pro^  on  all  hands  that  the 
ciialenatof  thcae  men  waa  not  known  to  the 
prisoners  at  thr  bar.  Now  there  is  nothing 
ao  ahocking  ot  humanity,  or  to  common 
ienae,  as  to  suppose  that  judges  vrould  have 
admitted  the  acts  of  men  whoae  eriatence  was 
not  cvetj  known  to  the  prisoners,  upon  any 
oUier  pnocipic  but  ihal  suund  one  upon  which 
it  ^  put  when  received  by  the  Court  wlien 
they  delivered  tficir  judgment;  and  to  sooth 
us,  when  our  muidt*  were  irritated  by  it,  it 
waa  repeatedly  sverred  that  it  wai  dhrided 
into  two  branches,  and  that  unljpss  the  specific 
evidences  given  ami  «o  recf  ived  r(»uld  after- 
waida  be  Wouglil  huiue  lu  uie  knowledge  of 

Mr.Gibb». 
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thepriaoner,  however  lie  might  b«afleel«d, 

pcncrally,  by  other  parts  of  the  evidrnrr,  he 
could  not  be  afiecled  by  that,  which,  though 
coHipalent  to  be  reoeivedi  ooiud  not  cilndnate 

a  man,  unless  there  was  something  to  connect 
him  wiih  the  specific  thing  from  whence  the 
crimination  was  to  spring.  If  this  evidence 
is  only  to  be  received  in  that  fashion,  and 
suhjrrt  to  that  hniitalion,  I  do  not  believe  my 
tncud  or  myself  can  feel  our!>eiTcs  disposed 
at  all  to  oppose  our  private  judgment  to  tb« 
judgment  ct"  tli  it  :inLrn>^l  court  of  which  I 
speak  ;  but  wliat  we  stoiggle  against  is,  tliat 
what  Jackson  in  thia  letter  proposes  to  com- 
mimicate  can  be  evidence  against  this  gentle*' 
roan  in  any  other  way  than  that  Mr.  Jackson 
was  guilty,  and  I  do  not  care  whether  he  waa 
or  no. 

Mr.  Attorney  Citniral.---T\\\%  is  not  the 
time  fur  me  to  trouble  tbc  Court  wiUi  any 
answer  upon  the  effect  of  tbb  evidence^ 
t  he  question  is,  the  competency  of  the  evi- 
dence ;  and  no  eloquence  can  persuade  mc 
(it  aa^  could,  tliat  gentleman's  would)  that 
any  evidence  can  be  reedyed  in  a  trial  be« 
twcrri  tfic  rrown  and  a  prisoner  -^vfiirh  is  not 
evidence  to  be  put  to  the  jury,  wiietb^  it 
does  afiect  that  priaoner  <or  not— I  say  dis- 
tinrtly,  and  I  hold  it  tobf  my  duly  to  myself, 
but  I  have  a  higher  duty  to  Uic  Courts  to  state, 
tliat  in  tlieae  cases  the  evidence  which  was  re- 
ceived, was rec^ved  upon  the  principle  that  is 
stated— >upon  tlie  principle  that  has  been  acted 
upon  in  every  case  ot  trca&on,  in  every  case  of 
murder,  in  every  case  of  conspiracy  that  is  to 
be  found,  when  the  act  of  any  particular  per- 
son has  been  given  in  evidence  against  any 
man  absent.  I  would  not  upon  those  trials-* 
I  am  a  small  man,  but  I  have  a  right  to  say 
this  respecting  myself— 1  wotild  not  have  of- 
fered Ine  evidence,  if  I  had  not  been  per- 
fectlv  persuaded  that,  accofdiag  to  the  law  of 
England,  the  evidence  was  receivable  ;  and  I 
am  dear  the  law  of  England  can  never  admit 
evidence  to  be  received  wluch  it  will  not  pe^ 
mit  to  go  to  the  jury,  finally  to  determine 
whether  it  docs  or  not  afiect  the  prisuner :  but 
where  persons  are  brought  together,  acting 
for  one  and  the  same  common  end,  whatever 
one  does  with  rf«pef  t  to  one  and  the  same 
common  end  is  a  latt  to  be  received  in  evi- 
dence against  all  of  them  ;  and,  unless  upon 
the  discussion  of  the  elfect  of  thr  acts  which 
individuals  do,  and  the  acts  which  other  indi- 
vidmls  do,  en^ed  in  the  conspiracy,  you 
cannot  say  the  individual  ib  guilty,  you  nmst 
scrjnit  him,  but  still  it'  he  acts  in  furtherance 
ot  liie  said  conspiracy,  it  must  go  to  the  jury, 
to  determine  whether  the  accused  does  autho- 
rize and  concur  in  those  acta  done  in  further- 
ance of  the  conspiracy. 

My  friend  surprises  me  when  he  seems  to 
forget  what  passed  on  the  I.itc  trials.  Docs 
he  forget  tlic  Ictterof  Martin,  addressed  tu  no 
person  ?  and  the  letter  of  Thclwall,  in  which 
ne  spoke  of  the  Americans  having  too  niuch 
veoBnlion  fur  property,  too  nuicb  religion^ 
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and  too  nmch  law ;  and  ^vhrrh  w,a5  addressed 
to  a  pttTlicuiar  person,  but  which  liad  retereuce 
totMtodelytvlio  were  cbarg;ed  (and  I  am 
bound  to  say  now,  without  foundation)  for  con- 
spiring. My  friend  says,  if  persons  are  trying 
together  for  a  conspiracy,  you  may  do  it;  I 
SMukl  be  clad  if  he  will  mforra  me  how  I  can 
try,  upon  this  record,  Mr,  Jackson,  who  was 
tried  and  died  a  year  ago.  1  take  it  in  lord 
Slfa0bff<Ps  trial,  which  was  %ha  faialance  Mr. 
Justice  Bulier  gate,  as  some  of  your  lordships 
nay  remember,  m  support  of  his  opinion  upon 
the  aub^ect,  this  sort  oievidenea  was  admitted. 
Iq  tho  caaa  your  loidibip  Icaows  of  murder, 
wlmre  a  man  holds  horses  at  a  ^te,  and  the 
tnufder  is  committed  in  the  field,  the  acts  in 
the  field  aapa  la  l>e  given  in  evidence  against 
the  man  who  stands  ut  the  gate:  why?  be- 
caitae  it  is  for  the  jury  to  consider,  whetiier 
atancKng  at  the  gate,  holding  tnelioiiae^ 
is  an  act  done  in  execution  of  one  comouMi 
purpose  with  those  who  in  his  absence  arc 
murdering  the  person :  in  the  caac  ot  riot  and 
<tf  burglaiy  it  m  die  wme.  1  ItBow  this  is  a 
most  important  question  to  go  to  the  jury,  In 
the  case  I  last  put;  if  then  the  jury  are  of 
«i|riBiott  tfiat  the  man  i4io  bald  lliehonea  did 
not  know  tlic  purpose  of  those  who  were  com- 
mitting the  murder  in  that  field,  he  is  not 
guilty  of  the  murder,  yet  still  it  is  to  go  to 
Vie  joi^,  wlietber  the  act  of  holdiag  the 
horses  is  or  is  not  an  act  in  furtherance  of  the 
common  design  of  aU ;  and  if  the  common 
design  of  all  to  eonuBit  a  murder  b  made  out, 
then  it  is  for  the  jury  to  determine,  whether 
the  holding  the  horses  is  a  part  of  the  conspi> 
lacy  proved  by  antecedent  evidence  in  the  il- 
legal act,  or  whether,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is 
not  a  part  of  that  project  to  which  so  much 
guilt  18  attached ;  and,  compariug  the  ante- 
eedtnt  evidence,  they  are  to  say,  upon  the 
whole,  whether  the  evidence  shows  he  is 
suilty  or  noU  My  learned  friend  does  not 
deny  the  eompeten^  of  the  evideoct:  I  am 
certain  he  never  would;  and  I  am  sure  if  all 
the  bar  of  Kngland  had  not  agreed  that  this 
bad  been  evidence  admissible,  that  the  learned 
judgea  would  not  have  pennittad  it  to  have 
Dcen  given. 

Mr.  Er$kin€. — I  have  not  been  understood ; 
noflt  undotibtedly  not^-I  said,  if  yoarlord* 
ship  received  this,  which  was  the  languace 
used  by  my  lord  chief  justice,  which  I  could 
not  then  lay  my  hand  upon,  but  in  which  I 
waa  confirmed  by  the  recollection  of  my 
learned  friend  who  sits  by  me,  n'^  havlti^x 
been  used  in  more  cases  than  one  only, — that 
if  this  was  afterwsida  hroutht  home  to  tho 
prisoner,   then   it   only  became  criminal 

aainst  him,  though  it  was  competent  to  bo 
milled.— What  said  lord  chief  justice  Eyre 
in  answer  to  mc,  when  I  said,  I  am  not  de- 
lending  the  life  of  Hardy  only,  but  my  own 
life, and  every  man's  in  the  country;  if liardy 
ia  to  be  presumed  tn  be  coKniant,  and  thie 
crown  can  ahow  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
vention were  known  to,  anu  approved  of 
by  liardy,  my  uhjccUun  Idils  to  Ihc  gtouud. 
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Lord  chief  justice  Eyre  said — "  I  lake  it  for 
granted  they  mean  to  do  that,  because  other- 
wise the  pTDceedings  of  the  CoBwirtiett  m 
F.dinbiirgh  can  be  nothing  in  this  cause:** 
the  same  says  Mr.  Justice  Lawrence,  in  those 
words,  which  I  shall  read,  in  another  part  of 
the  same  triel-^Ia  lord Straftwd's  case  a 
great  deal  was  proved  against  lord  Strafford 
m  bpain,  the  Low  Countries,  Itaty,  and  v»- 
riana other  plates;  and  inked  iMt'odan^a 
great  deal  was  proved  against  him  that  W35 
done  in  various  places,  and  which  ualea&  ultH 
matelv  brought  home  and  fixed  opoa  fant, 
woula  hanre  ansauntad  to  notiung."t  Now, 
the  reason  wliy  a  struggle  against  it  is  thia, 
for  fear  that  the  jury  from  hearing  this  paper 
read>  might  supfMse  it  lo  bo  read  as  if  il  wm 
the  act  of  the  defenilant,  wheSSaAlOisaild^ 
read  as  admissible  evidence. 

Ifr.  G«rfow«—Tbfai^MC  the  tiiwo  to  arena 
before  the  jury ;  the  question  is,  whethei  » ia 
receivable  or  not;  my  firieiul  has  madetwoei^ 
gumeots  to  sliuw  it  is  receivable. 

Mr.  Erikine^  sMad  i»  that  your  loni. 
ship  might  know,  as  you  seemed  to  desno  la 
know,  what  waa  ruled  upon  that  trial. 

Loid  gsaysn.— I  bawa  the  good  bsck  to 
know  tint  AOm  the  two  learned  judges  who 
sit  upon  my  left  hand ;  1  learn  from  them 
that  evidence  of  this  kind  was  received,  and 
upon  that  I  think  I  am  bound  to  receive  it. 

Mr.  Justice  Lawrence. — The  first  debatewas 
in  Hardy's  case.  I  was  not  present  upon  that 
tiial,  but  in  the  case  of  Tooke  aooMliiin^of  ll» 
kind  was  mentioned,  and  I  beheve  I  duj  rt  fer 
to  lord  Strafibrd's  case ;  but  then  the  poiot 
under  examination- was,  whether  tbi^  ooold 
not  give  general  evidence  of  acta  of  other  peo> 
pie  to  show  th  it  there  was  a  general  conspi- 
racy ;  that  was  the  pomt  to  which  I  quoted 
lord  Strafford's  But  wboft  TO  have  OM 
fixed  a  number  of  persons  to  be  conspiring  t* 
a  c<nnmoiieDd.i6  not  the  act  of  one  the  actf 
ofaUP 

Mr.  Justice  GroK.— There  waa  one  point 
agitated  upon  Hardy's  trial,  in  which  Nfr  Ju»- 
tice  Bulier  and  I  difi'ered  from  some 
learned  judges  t :  I  w«^  then  roost  daat 
opinion,  that  where  a  number ofpersons 
ail  hxed,  as  conspiring  to  one  end,  that  the 
ad  of  one,  ttough  sepame  Aom  ^  tmiv 
the  purpose  of  rorwarding  that  act,  was  evl> 
dcnce. — ^That  was  my  opniion;  and  after  that 
1  gave  another  opimon  upon  a  similar  potat 
in  that  way. 

ivord  Kenyon. — TThere  is  no  doubt 
earth  that,  up  to  a  certain  extent  the 
luded  to  is  the  argpmcnl  of  mmttik 
gOiO|f  oan  tOOOmmita  burglary,  and  <so 
vou  may,  in  order  to  aftcct  a  person  in  the 
lane  holding  the  horses,  prove  every  thn^ 
tint  happens  itt  the  faeHt,  tbooglitiMti«V 


upon 
al- 


forth. 


Hardy's  Trial,  ante,  Vol  fl«^  dtt. 
TVwka'B  Tdri,  p.  tm,  efl&iV^ 

lum^ 

X  Sec  VoL  84,  pp.  468. 
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imt  not  present,  nor  cogniiHit  of  the  hs\f 
that  goes  a  great  wi^  to  remove  the  scruples 
one  has  sitting  in  a  case  of  blood,  which  rjnies 
doubts  in  one's  mind,  when  otherwise  one 
■heOld  have  no  dooht,  and  mlly  it  was  from 
those  which  I  hope  were  not  iUaiidoble  mo- 
tives that  1  had  that  doubt.* 

•  The  above  argument??,  and  the  decision 
tbcwMyoa,  are  thus  reported  in  6  X*  R* 

'*E«ideDce  havioKoeeB  given  to  connect 
the  priioner  with  John  Hur/ord  Stone  who 

was  nuring  the  transaction  resident  in  France, 
and  domiciled  there,  and  Jackton  (who  was 
oocoflioBaUy  in  England,  Ireland,  and  abroad, 
but  generally  in  Ireland),  and  to  show  that 
thejf  were  engaged  in  coospiracy  for  the 
iteled  purpose ;  loid  OrMViVlr,  the  se« 
eretary  of  state  for  the  foreign  department, 
was  called  to  prove,  that  a  letter  of  Ja<;kson*s 
containing  treasonable  information,  had  been 
tcaosmitted  to  him  from  abroad,  but  in  a 
conGdenlial  way,  which  made  it  impossible 
ioi;  him  W  divulge  by  whom,  it  was  coramuni- 


"  v4</airserjt.and  Erskint  objected  ,on  behalf 
o{  the  prisoner,  to  the  reaUtfig  of  tins  letter, 
M  tfe  had  not  been  proved  lo  nave  cone  to  the 
bands  or  knowledge  of  the  prisoner;  and  in* 
sistcd  that  nothing  could  be  recoivad  lo  afibct 
the  pf iMocr  but  his  own  acts. 

*•  The  AUurney  Geaar<a*iiiawafadr  thai,  as 
the  overt  act  charged,  was  a  conspiracy  of 
which  proot  was  betore  tiie  Court^  the  act  of 
eachcompiralor  m  the  praeaeution  af  sueh 
conspiracy  was  evidence  against  all  ;  that  it 
had  been  so  determined  by  Buluer  J.  iu  the 
case  uf  Ihe  King  v.  Ik/aes  and  otker$,  SOth  May 
1987>  who  were  convicted  fat  a  conspiracy  to 
carry  away  lady  Stmthmore ;  and  that  the  same 
principle  had  been  al&o  settled  in  2'A«  Kin^  v. 
JVnn^  and  no  Km§  ^  Ma  a*  tba  OU 
Baihy  in  1794.  And  that  where  several  were 
engaged  in  the  same  design^  nothing  was 
more  common  tbsnta  raoei«a  tba  acta  ofone 
against  another,  though  not  present;  as  in  the 
cases  of  murder  and  burglary,  the  acts  of  him 
who  actually  lulled  the  person  or  broke  open 
the  house^  ware  eaidanaa  against  tfauM  wbn 
at  a  distance  were  employed  ««tihillgtl>gliaid 
ag^Sl  any  intarnipliapt* 
^MLoadKainraa,  Ch.  J.  anU,  ha  bad  no 
doubt  hut  that  there  was  sufficient  evidence 
t9  connect  Jackson  and  the  prisoner:  but  that 
as  to  the  evidence  now  uil'eKed,  be  should  have 
gnat  doubts  of  its  admisMbtfily>  if  it  had  not 
oaen  sanctioned  by  the  respectable  authority 
of  the  judges  who  sat  upon  the  late  trials  for 
traafon  at  tba  QU  BaUfy  t  the  detenniaatton 
of  that  Court,  however,  had  great  weight  with 
him ;  and  the  instances  in  murder  and  burg> 
lary  alluded  to,  went  a  great  way  to  renuive 
l)is  doubts.  That  scruples  in  a  case  of  blood 
might  induce  a  doubt,  when,  on  fartheiOMIsi' 
deration^  Uicre  wuuUi  be  uo  deubu 

"  Aw^MiM  J,  th«m|ife  ib»aridtma  ad^ia- 


[No.  32,  read.] 

«  London  Mth  March,  1794. 
"  As  I  have  written  to  you  b^  every  chan- 
nel, and  not  thvough  one  reoaved  a  line  in 
answer,  you  may  naturally  suppose  I  do  not 
feel  myself  altogether  eas^  in  my  mind,  par- 
ticularly aa  certain  inquires  are  maJung  ra> 
spccling  roe  in  a  quarter  unfavourable  to  your 
views  and  mine.  1  set  out  this  evening  for 
yotir  native  soil,  and  during  my  absence,  tba 
relative  of  our  cutnmun  friend  will  do  every 
thing  his  rectitude  of  principle,  and  good 
heart,  shall  diiect.  I  trust  that  my  last  letter 
gave  you  a  thorough  insight  into  tba  teni|wt 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  so  as  not  to 
leave  you  any  ground  to  suppose  tliat  they 
would  favour  the  Vkaneh  in  any  of  their  bo»> 
tile  views  on  our  island.  Your  friends  in  Aaa* 
sterdam  may  be  perfectly  safe  on  that  head, 
not  but  there  are  many  here,  wlio  are  siu-- 
prisedtbat  tba  French,  if  they  really  intended 
a  descent,  have  not  etVcctcd  it  to  the  north* 
ward  of  the  Downs,  where,  as  at  Shields, 
NaircasUe,  and  otber  places,  there  is  nothina 
to  oppose  them ;  they  might  destroy  the  coal 
works  with  the  greatest  ease,  it  they  should  not 
choose  to  keep  their  landing.  Shame  on  the 
neglect  of  our  ministers,  in  not  better  defend* 
ing  the  conit.  You  ask  my  opinion  on  the 
hope  of  success  entertained  by  tuinisters  here. 
I  know  you  to  be  a  staunch  friend  to  England, 
yet  I  will  not  deceive  you;  from  what  1  can 
collect,  the  chief  dependence  of  ministers  here 
for  success,  is  on  some  nadunationa  fermed 
in  conjunction  with  agents  in  their  pay,  to 
throw  all  into  confusion  at  Paris  in  tne  go> 
vernment  department.  A  person  with  whom 
I  conversed  yesterday, and  wbabaa  an  iaiep* 
est  in  the  True  Briton,  a  paper  set  up  by  go- 
vemaienti  toki  me,  that  in  lesa  than  a  week 
all  Ma  would  be  in  anareby;  that  Rob»- 
pierre  and  his  party  would  be  sent  to  the  devil, 
as  those  who  would  put  cvciy  thing  to  rights^ 
had  got  hold  of  the  people.  Itis  not  by  cam* 
paigning,  but  intiigunf^  that  we  must  prevail. 
On  this  principle  assignals  are  forging  every 
day  here,  and  I  will  endeavour  in  roy  neU  to 


*' Grose  J.    If  a  number  of  persons 
towards  one  common  end,  the  act  of  each  ia 
avideBce  against  all  ceBe«mad. 

"Lawhence  J.said,thatinToofc<r*jca5ehehad 
alluded  to  the  cases  of  lord  Strafford  andlord  Lo* 
vat  to  s1k>w  tliat  in  order  to  prove  aconspdracy, 
the  acts  of  the  different  conspirators  as  con- 
nected with  and  in  rouronnity  with  his  own, 
were  admissible  evideuic,  tiioughacis  to  which 
the  prisoner  waa  an  tfrect  parly  (vide  Rea  «. 
Cope  and  others  1  Stm  141),  and  that  in  this 
case,  evidence  having  beeen  given  su£BMuent 
for  the  jury  to  consider,  whetnler  the  ui  iioaat 
waa  not  one  engaged  in  a  conspiracv  for  trea" 
sonsble  purposes  with  Jackton,  if  tney  were 
of  that  opinion,  Jackson's  acts,  done  in  purso* 
ance  of  thateantpiracy,  were  in  amttUfkHdm 
^Qf  JaiTy  tfe»Mla<iHba  pasooac" 

Digitized  by  Gopgle 


I 


1279]      S6  GB0R6B  HI. 

send  you  some,  that  you  may  know  the  true 
from  the  false.  A  madamc  BeaiiUeu,  whose 
hiuband  they  tell  me  is  at  Paris,  aud  who, 
when  here,  pas!ycd  for  a  tlaming  democrat,  has 
drculftled  to  the  amount  of  ten  thousand 

S)unds  worth  of  assignut^  for;:c(l  here.  One 
ill,  who  escaped  from  I'aris,  entered  into  a 
tort  of  pertnershro  %rtth  lord  Willmm  Murray, 
brother  to  the  duke  of  Athol,  and  in  conjunc- 
tion with  a  paper  maker,  thev  struck  oft"  an 
immense  quantity.  I^ra  William  is  now  in 
pritoo  for  debt,  where  he  sells  assiguats.  Gill 
was  perfectly  '■killed  in  what  is  called  the 
water  mark,  winch  is  the  great  art  I  should 
tiiink  ifniMame  Beaulieu  was  on  good  terms 
with  her  husband,  under  the  ma«k  of  demo- 
cracy he  might  carry  over  quaotities  of  this 
forced  paper,  but  «S  I  do  not  know,  so  I  will 
not  judge  him  It  would  make  a  good  article 
in  one  of  Barrere's  reports,  to  state  the  in- 
famy oi  titled  persons  bcine  concerned  in  such 
n  traffic,  and  the  perfidy  ofthe  English  minis- 
ter in  suffering  mills  to  be  at  work  in  making 

Caper  for  forged  assignats.  What  would  not 
e  «dd  of  the  Fteneh  if  they  instituted  a  mint 
for  the  coinage  of  guineas  of  base  metal,  and 
employed  agents  to  circulate  them  t  I  wish 
Uarrere  knew  this,  and  would  give  them  a 
touch.  It  is  oertunly  one  of  the  crimes  of 
the  British  c;ovemmcnt.  It  is  tnie  the  minis- 
ter urses,  lliat  consistent  with  the  liberty  every 
man  has  here  to  manolactare  wliat  he  pleases, 
the  f;ovcrmncnt  cannot  iulcrferc ;  hut  the  mi- 
nister can  publicly  disavow  his  sanction  of 
the  measure.  He  can  say,  that  if  it  be  carried 
on,  it  is  without  his  knowledge,  and  contrary 
to  his  inclination;  he  can  in  shurt  clear  him- 
self of  the  imputation;  his  not  doine  which, 
evidently  implies  his  approbation  ofthe  raea- 
snrc.  You  say  you  wish  for  peace,  80  do  I — 
but  the  ministry  here  flatter  ihemielves  that 
whenever  they  please,  the  French  will  treat 
with  them  for  peace  ;  I  wish  they  were  unde- 
ceived in  this  respect.  I  wish  the  French  go- 
vernment would  state  their  solemn  determi- 
nation, that  they  never  will  treat  for  peace 
with  Pitt,  or  any  of  the  present  ministers. 
This  would  cause  the  people  who  arc  desirous 
of  peace  to  make  some  movement  to  get  rid 
ofthe  present  ministers,  as  nhst  u  h  s  to  what 
they  desire.  Not  that  the  French  have  more 
to  expect  from  the  opposition  than  from  the 
ninistcrial  party.  They  are  none  of  them 
friends  to  lil)erty  on  an  cnlarijcd  scale  ;  they 
are  all  rooted  aristocrats,  friends  to  order; 
that  is,  to  sobordinatioii,  arising,  not  from  a 
generousacquicscence  to  promote  the  common 
nod,  but  from  a  slavish  submission  resulting 
nom  a  presumed  natural  mferiority ;  the  re- 
mains, m  short,  of  the  feudal  system,  lord  and 
vassal.  To  this  system,  more  or  less,  the  ins 
and  the  outs  of  this  couutry  are  attached,  and 
all  hopes  of  aoy  eiieetual  change  in  the  pie- 
valent  system,  are  vain.  It  may  be  in  em- 
bryo, but  in  my  opmion,  a  lung  time  will  be 
Kfpiued  to  ripen  it  into  existenoe.  TI10  tnie 
way  for  FnuMc^  and  tii^  bait  iMfniBe  the  CIO 
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hold  oof  is,  an  invetemte  hatrsd  to  ibe  pt«- 

scnt  ministers  as  perfidious  monsters,  encniif  s 
to  mankind ;  a  resolve  deeming  it  dero^tonr 
to  a  people  glorying  in  liberty,  even  to  bold 
the  most  distant  commerce  with  tfaem^moeb 
less  to  treat  on  any  object  of  consequeryr. 
That  the  people  of  Eneiand  must  sweep  the 
offices  of  suen  vermin,  oefoR  tbey  cmi  expect 
that  Frenchmen  will  deign  to  talk  to  them. 
This  lof^  lan&jtiage  will  ereatly  affect  the  pco* 
pie  here,  ana  even  won  the  opposition,  tiw 
style  cannot  be  too  hMi;  tibqr  ate  only  ut»> 
tocrats  of  another  kind ;  serpent's!  of  7.  diffiv 
rent  coloured  hue.  This  is  my  :»incere  optoioo, 
resulting  from  observation,  and  a  kmiwiedga 
of  characters.  I  enclosed  your  papers  contarn- 
ing  the  opinions  of  the  highest  ^rsoos  be«^ 
Lundowne,  InndeTdale,  ^ith,  in  WVt%  ce» 
fidencc,  but  who  has  left  him,  Sheridan,  Lau> 
derdaie,  Vau^han  who  writes  the  Calm  Ob- 
server.  I  did  this  to  satisfy  vou  ujid  yoor 
friends  at  Amsterdam.  I  send  doplieste  ef 
those  papers.    The  rumour  of  tlie  king  of 
Prussia'sdefection  from  the  alliance  has  caused 
acertidn  d^ection  here ;  I  are  astoidslied  the 
French  do  not  seize  the  moment,  and  tumble 
in  a  mass  on  the  enempr  in  their  country.  Now; 
while  tiie  wiseacres  or  this  cabinet  are  delibe- 
rating, would  be  the  very  inslut  to  strike  a 
blow ;  it  would  cause  such  a  consternation, 
were  it  attended  with  success,  as  might  prove 
the  death  wound  of  the  eonfiBderacy.  lundc 
God  the  French  do  not  seem  to  view  the  mrit- 
ter  in  this  light;  if  they  did  they  would  have 
an  advantage  overns;  although  yon  have  m^ 
sided  so  long  in  Holland,  yet  you  know  our 
character,  we  are  extremely  subject  to  a  panir. 

*<  We  are  flushed  with  hope,  elated  m  vur 
own  strei^slht  and  if  a  disappointment  ar- 
rives in  the  moment,  when  we  imagine  ewiy 
thing  will  fall  before  us,  a  gloom  prevaila»  dl^ 
spundency  ensuet,  and  the  least  discoMiiture; 
in  such  a  moment,  «iives  us  a  panic.  This  is 
the  English  character.  Thus  at  the  presral 
we  were  about  to  open  a  brilliant  camp^u^u — 
Prussia  was  to  be  subsidind,  consequent^  an 
addition  of  force,  to  the  amoimt  of  eighty 
thousand  men,  was  trumpeted  m  the  minnrtr 
rial  papers,  as  an  aMonqueinig  cinnm 
stance ;  while  expcctatioo  was  mountetl  thit 
tliis  force  was  preparing  to  march,  comes  a 
ebeek  to  our  wishes,  by  me  kimc  of  Pnasta's 
declining  to  act  as  a  principal.  The  cabinet  is 
of  course  disconcerted;  and, as  I  said  before, 
were  the  French  now  to  strike  any  blow,  a 
general  panic  would  ensue.  Heaven  ferM 
they  should  do  so.  You  ask  roe  about  the 
country.  The  subscription  for  nu&iog  men, 
in  the  tevMa}  cennties,  does  not  goon  smfa 
the  spirit  that  was  expected.  A  languor  pnr- 
vails  in  the  business.  Great  opposiCioa  is 
made  to  the  measure,  and  as  the  mtntslcr 
dm  not  say  that  the  meunve  u  not  iWiml, 
a  great  triumph  is  thereby  gained  over  ram 
by  opposition :  little  as  such  triumph^i  roay 
appear  on  the  general  scale  of  things  jret  iU: 
hm  aooBiidcnblo  aioMi  the  j 
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the  inference,  or  rather  the  reasoning, 

thus — the  nimi'ter  lias  done  on'" 
«Bt»  wh^  may  he  nut  do  auuthcrP  ainl,  wii^t 
tra  we  to  think  of  a  minister  v -hose  nie^tsures 
are  ille^l  aod  unronstitutional?  We  should 
be  afraid  of  such  a  man.  Ue  may  have  bad 
designs;  that  he  hat  acted  illegaUy  is  plain, 
for  he  dares  not  say  to  the  contrary.  His  very 
friends  who  Jitppurt  him  acknowIedtT  ihc  il- 
legaiily  ut  tiie  measure,  i  lie  case  1m*>  been 
determined  against  him  years  ago.  On  these 
prinriples  a  triumph  is  gained.  The  French 
might  improve  «»a  this»  and  tell  their  people, 
that  Pitt,  to  raiee  money  and  men  to  defend 
the  country,  was  obiieeu  to  have  recourse  to 
a  method  ilh-p-nl,  ami  unronslitulional.  To 
carry  on  iws  plans,  he  trampled  ou  the  law 
and  constitution  of  his  country,  and  thus 
proved  his  disregard  of  every  principle,  at 
the  time  he  was  railing  against  the  ruling 
powers  of  France  for  not  paying  attention  to 
political  lies.  You  ask  me,  how  we  may  dis- 
cover the  views  of  our  cabinet?  I  answer, 
that  it  lb  liie  caMesl  thin§  in  nature;  the 
views  are  to  be  discovered  la  the  speeches  of 
lonJ  ITawkesbury,  nnd  Mansfield;  the  first 
particulaily  is  the  mouth-piece  of  the  king, 
and  Ims  wen  so  for  five  and  twenty  years. 
The  last  is  an  cdio  of  the  moulh-piece.— 
Thus  \^hen  Mansfield  tells  you,  as  he  lately 
did,  tiiat  there  can  be  no  peace  until  the  Ja. 
cobin  faction  is  destroyed ;  you  may  rest  as- 
ttired,  that  those  are  the  principles  oi  iiawkes- 
biiry,  and  the  cabinet.  The  same  as  to  what 
Maoafield  said,  that  no  exf»ense  was  too  great 
to  restore  Louis  17lh.    Watch  HawkeClniry 

ErincipaWy,  Mansfield  secondarily,  and  you 
ave  the  clue.  In  the  House  of  Commons, 
watch  Charles  Jenkinson,  Hawkesburv's  f-on, 
and  you  diiGOver  the  whole,  €»  pedc  Mer- 

"  I  shall  hofOr  altheenh  I  have  ahnost 

done  hrjpiiii:,  thnt  the  relative  of  our  friend 
will  bj/kvc  a  letter  for  nic.  Direct  tor  Mrs. 
Cokayne,  LyonViao,  near  St.  Clement's, 
London. 

"  LetCapchom  enclose  this,  either  lol lam- 
bourgb  or  Amsterdam,  and  desire  his  Iriend 
ioibfwatdit.  I  sent  yots  a  packet  through  a 
Mr.  Parkyns,  now  at  Hambourgh,  which  he 
enz^cd  to  forward,  but  I  have  not  heard  a 
syHable  from  him.  I,  liowever,^  shall  conti- 
m»  my  eoRespondence,  and  you  must  ac- 
knowledge th^'m  in  the  lump.  The  line  of 
business  you  marked  out,  I  will  diligently 
pursue,  consistent  with  the  risk  necessarily 
attending  the  export  of  articles  pcrishahle  in 
their  nature.  I  conclude  with  wishing  all 
liappiness  to  EnghMid*  Tell  mv  friends  I  ne- 
ver forget  them.  Adieu.  Tell  the  firtlier  of 
'Axi§MX,  how  much! love  him.'* 

Inclosed  in  a  cover  marked  X. 

One  of  the  Jury.— Whose  letter  tt  thatf 
Mr.  JSrt/MM.— Mr.  Jackson's. 
llr.8ei}eantiMsir.-*It  oever  cane  to  the 
lifhtof  Mr.  stonaataU. 
VOL.  XXV. 


Mr.  Er$kine.—U  does  not  appear  that  ever 

I  it  was  sent  to  Amsterdam. 

Lord  Kent/on. — it  comes  with  a  cross  upon 
it,  which  cross  was  to  be  put  by  directions  to 
a  cert:iin  house  at  Amslcrdnm,  then  to  go  to 
liamburgh,  under  another  direction,  and  tlien 
upoaeamoT  tbecnvclopes  it  was  to  be  for> 
warded. 

Mr,  Er^kln^. — But  it  docs  not  appenr  tliat 
that  letter  was  j>eat  to  the  persou  witii  tiie 


Mr.  Mn  Ceftcgrac*  swom.^Examined  hj  Mr. 

I  believe  you  are  an  attorney,  ttsideol  in 

Lyon's-inn  ? — I  arn. 

Were  yuu  acquainted  with  the  late  Mr. 
Jackson,  who  was  tried  in  Dublin  for  high 
treason,  and  who  died  there?— I  was. 

Be  so  good  as  look  at  this  paper  [No.85j, 
and  tell  me  bv  whom  thai  adoress  to  Messrs. 
Lawrence  and  Company,  Butland-place,  is 
written  ? — By  me. 

Look  at  that  which  was  contained  within 
the  cover,  and  tell  roe  to  whom  that  was  ad« 
dressed,  and  by  whom^? — ^It  was  addiessed  to> 
Mr.  Stone. 

By  whom  was  it  writtenf— By  the  late  Mr. 

Jackson. 

By  whom  is  that  other  paper  written  f— 
Mr.  Jackson. 

There  are  two  papers  f— Yes. 

Aie  they  part  of  the  sane  letter?— They 
are. 

And  whom  were  they  written  byP— Mr. 

Jackson. 

To  Mr.  Ifioi**.— Please  to  look  at  that  ad' 
dress  to  Mr.  Stone,  and  the  bo<!y  of  the  letter, 
contained  in  two  sheets;  whose  hand-writmg. 
do  you  believe  them  to  be.^— Mr.  Jackson's. 

JSwec  He^oneottW,  esn.  sworn. — ^Eaaminedby 

Mr.  G arrow. 

I  believe  you  are  deputy  romptrollcr  of  the 
post-office  in  Dublin? — I  am. 

Whether  you  intercepted  tliat  letter  [No^ 
35]  in  the  post-office? — 1  did. 

Was  It  a  letter  put  into  the  post-office,  in 
the  dto  of  Dublm,  to  be  forwarded  from 
thenoer— liwas. 

Imoc  De^fiurt,  esq.  cross-eiamined  by  Ms. 

Serjeant  Adair. 

V  1  it^trrrcpted  it  in  the  post-office  in  Ir^ 
hmdr — Ves. 

Of  course  it  never  ftund  its  way  lo  the  gen« 
tleman  to  whom  it  was  addiesied  in  En^tadf 

--Ccrtamiy  not. 

[No*  25.  read.J 

♦*  Dublin,  'ilst  April. 
**  Dear  sir;  Yesterday  your  letter  waa  de- 
,Kvered  to  me^  I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  pat- 
lexns  I  lent  have  rsached  the  persons  for 

*  See  hb  examination  on  the  Trial  of  lackp 
too,  aai£,  p.8tA, 
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whom  tVipy  were  intended;  as,  from  the  si- 
lence ot  liie  parlies,  I  concluded  that  the  out- 
rider had  neglected  the  delivery  of  them.  I 
do  not  see  any  thing  in  the  late  change  of 
fashions,  which  aiicrs  my  opinion  of  the  sta- 
bility of  the  new  institution ;  particularly  as 
the  principal  persons  who  supcrintcni!  it,  I 
never  have  been  able  to  detect  in  the  slightest 
deviation  from  the  fine  of  consistency;  the 
fwt  have  all  at  times  been  sospscted  of  sinis- 
ter motives  and  tergiversation. 

*'  The  state  of  manufactures  in  England 
which  your  friend  drew  out,  and  which  you 
.«^o  oitliniDj^ly  gave  me,  is  very  just,  as  far  as 
it  rchites  to'  England;  but  the  principles  of 
tiie  people  with  regard  to  trade,  their  opinions 
as  to  a  change  to  be  brou|{ht  about  by  indus* 
try  and  co-operating  exertion,  are  so  totally 
ditiercnt,  as  to  throw  all  comparison  out  of 
the  question.  I  am  promised,  oy  an  eminent 
and  very  nsihlc  manufacturer,  a  statement 
of  the  nianuiacturing  branches  here,  which 
will  "'ratify  you. 

**  I  shall  obey  the  instructions  of  ^'our  sis- 
ter-in-law, by  not  writing  to  her,  which  does 
not,  however,  preclude  roe  from  requcsling 
that  when  you  write,  you  will  remember  me 
in  the  most  afl'ectionatc  manner  to  !jrr  and 
Mr.  Nicholas.  Let  them  know  where  I  am, 
and  that  I  am  doing  every  thing  in  my  power 
to  serve  Mr.  Nicholas,  and  give  him  satisfac- 
tion in  brinL'in*^  hi*,  j-futirs  to  the  issue  he 
wishes.  His  tncmls  here  liavc  it  in  agitation 
to  sends  person  on  whom  his  family  and  he 
can  depend,  to  him,  with  copies  of  such  co- 
venants and  leases  as  will  show  the  readinm 
of  bis  ^ter-in«lsw  here  to  come  immediately 
to  terms  with  him;  and  I  should  advise  a 
junction  of  interest,  rather  than  a  tedious 
chancery  suit.  I  wish  ytm  would  copy  this 
part  of  my  letter,  and  send  to  bim ;  a  few 
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esq.  to  be  left  at  the  post^ffice,  Cork,  f 
wisli  you  would  write  the  first  post-day  to 
your  sister* in-law,  and  dcMfn  bcr  to  infons 
iMr.  Nicliola«,  that  tomorrow  I  send  off  two 
letters  lor  him  from  his  friends  herCf  coaiain> 
ing  opinions  thoroughly  conwdtled  and  wdU 
dl^e^lccl  by  the  first  roiinscl  here;  as  such  he 
may  show  them,  and  the  family  may  act  ac-> 
cordingly.   As  my  time  has  been  wltolly  em> 
ployed  in  collecting  them,  and  as  they  COOM 
from  the  first  and  most  enlightened  pcnxrtn, 
let  your  sister-in-law  desire  Mr.  Nicholas  to 
look  out  for  them  as  matters  of  oonseqoeiMtf 
they  contain  the  real  state  of  the  case.    I  lio- 
cerely  wish  your  happiness  and  that  of  jOHf 
family,  and  am  truly  youFs, 

••  Tmss  Porcrvt.* 

"  Do  not  fail  to  communicatB  to  Mr.  Ni- 
cholas, )iy  the  means  of  JOIV  ttStef-il^laWy 

what  I  have  written. 

"  Mr.  Stone.  ' 

Inclosed  in  v  cover,  directed, 

"  Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Co.  at  their 
coal  wbar^  Rotland-placsi, 
Blackfrisrs^bridgOr  Loudoa." 

Mr.  John  Cokttynt  examined  by  Hr.  Gt 

I  believe  jon  htm  been  acquainted  with 

Mr.  Jackson  for  many  years? — ^Maay  years. 

When  was  your  inteprtmrse  renewed  with 
hiui  the  last  lime.''— 1  ihink  in  January,  «r 
February,  179*. 

Had  it  been  intcmipted  forany  ron^^iderable 
length  of  time;  and  by  what  means  ^ — A  boat 
the  year  1790,  or  1791,  or  it  might  be  ITM 
—Mr.  Jackson  left  the  kingdom  oo  account 
of  so!i^f>  (\rU<,  tliathe  bad  incorred  fee  lie 
lioyalty  Ihcairc. 
Do  you  know  to  what  part  be  wentf — Bt 


days  ^vill  der  ide  whether  tlie  person  goes  or  '  -ivrnt  lo  Paris,  I  believe,  or  to  Frnnrp. 


not;  if  he  should,  he  will  go  from  roe,  and 
the  faniiiy  here,  %vith  full  powers  to  treat  with 

Mr.  Nicholas,  finally  settle  the  terms,  and 
thus  put  an  end  to  enmity  ind  litigation.  I 
am  sure  the  uieduun  of  a  ihud  person  is  all 
that  is  wanting  to  bring  the  parties  perfectly 
to  accord.    Tlie  sistcr-iu-law  is  adtnii  iMy  dis- 
posed to  a  reconciliation.   I  hope  this  will  be 
eflRected,  as  one  interview  is  better  then  a 
thousand  letters.   If  the  person  should  go, 
Mr. Nicholas  must  receive  him  as  ho  df-f  rvcs, 
and  treat  huii  a.s  lie  w  ill  merit.  I  h^U  wriitea 
the  above  during  the  nceotialion  with  a  per* 
^i»n  to  go  to  Air  Nicholas.    He  has  this 
luoroing,  Uie  S4th  of  April,  deaded  that  his 
private  affiiirs  will  not  permit  him.  I  shall 
therefore  send  a  statement  of  the  family  ex- 
pectations, and  situation  here,  drawn  up  by 
as  eminent  a  pleader  as  the  gentleman  who 
eonposed  the  paper  in  England. 

"  I  shall  set  r  i;t  )r  r  urk  in  a  day  or  two, 
from  which  place  you  bh&U  hear  from  me ; 
and  should  you  receive  any  intelligence  from 
«r  ot  I  ur  rneuds,  I  intrcat  you  lo  commuui- 
cate  U  to  me,  under  cover,  to  JoI^a  Cokajrn*. 


He  returned  lo  this  kingdom  about  JaDtAry, 
or;Fcbraary,  1794?--IIe  returned  to  England 

in  1702,  upon  some  business. 

He  returned,  howcvfr,  for  the  pirrpo**" 
this  cause  hnaiiy,  m  January,  or  Tcbruary 
1794?— He  did. 

lie  came  to  you  in  London— I  am  at  lib^-^r 
to  go  through  the  detail  of  all  that  Mr.  Jadk- 
son  said,  and  all  that  he  did,  you  wiU  wmftm^ 
stand  that— Had  you  intercourses  with  Mr. 
Jackson,  while  he  continued  here  ia 
—I  had. 

Where  did  he  residtP^At  the 

tavern,  iu  Illoomsbury-''r|Mnr<*. 

W  OA  tiiKt  a  place  oi  ytnir  procuriOji  for  ban  I 
—It  w«s. 

Did  you  see  him  frequently  ? — Haidlj  IM 
days  passed  witlioul  my  seeing  him. 

You  saw  lum  almost  (^ly  .^-—AtmoM 
dai'y. 

How  Ion:!  did  hp  continue  here  ^—  T  --  i  . 
suppose  MX  weeks,  or  thereto U>u lb — nil  as 
went  to  Irsland. 

He  continued  at  iTiii  Ihidfctn  liiCi  dl  bi 
went  to  irsland  ?**-Yea. 
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Mr.  Smckmn       I  believe,  a  clergyman  f 

He  was  a  native  of  Ireland  ?— I  believe  «o. 
Dm!  you  underaiand  ao  from  himseU'N— I 

From  Ihe  intercourse  that  yoti  had  with  liim 
•wl^Ul  ho  was  here,  which  you  have  described 
to  btt  slmoat  4aily,  do  you  know  that  he  had 

any  oomroercialcoacems  which  he  transacted 
wjlh  any  romrorrcial  or  o*!i«-r  pcrroOi  in  this 
ceutilry : — i  du  not  know  ot  aqy. 

Was  he  a  peraop  publicly  teen  transacting 
htiBiness  in  tnis  town,  or  keeping  liimi-eir  re- 
tired and  cooceaied  from  the  view  ot  ibe  pub- 
ib?*^Wiahifig  to  conceal  himwlf,  as  be  toM 
SIC.  from  the  view  vf  his  creditors. 

Did  he  condurt  himself  as  wishing  to  con- 
ceal him»eir,  or  as  a  man  publicly  seen  by 
•very  body  i — As  a  man  concealing  htioM-If. 

Did  any  thing  in  the  conduct  rt  "Mi  Jacfc- 
■00  DO  BMlter  what  -  and  your  knowledge 
•f  hb  bttttoesa  here,  lead  you  to  malce  aoy 
cominunication  to  any  person  in  liis  niajetly's 
confidence,  to  any  mioitiler     li  (iuh 

^¥hen  did  you  make  auch  conuuumcatiou? 
'M^Sometime  in  Maroh,  1794.  j 
You  saw  Mr.  Pitt  uponllie  subject  ?---!  did.  : 
Mr.  G arrow — What  passed  between  Mr.  | 
Pitt  and  you  I  an  not  at  libeity  to  ask.  { 
Mr.  Cokaync. — I  wi'^h  you  u(  re. 
I  believe  I  may  ask  without  trespassing  | 
jupon  anynile*»*Wfaether  you  eomrauoicaicd  , 
to  Mr.  Pitt  your  intention  <tf  going  abraed,  \ 
•ither  alone  or  with  any  other  f>erson  ? 

Mr.  Er$kine^-l  objcctto  the  question.  I 
Mr.  AUarm^  Cenerai.—They  have  sub- ' 
)cina«t  Ur.  PlM^  nod  theeefeie  tfaej  ia«y  call 


Mr.  Oemev^MThilet  Mr.  Jackson  re- 
nuuBed  here,  did  you»  in  liKt»direcr  any  letto^s 

ibr  bim  ?~  i^evcral. 

I  cannot  a&k  you  to  whom,  but  were  the 
letters  for  a  Ibidgn  er  doMitic  desttnalioo 

Mr.  Enkitu.-^ThaX  is  not  evidence. 

Mr.  Gmrrm^We  vrtll  produce  the  letters 

to  the  witness  in  a  moment— af\er  you  had 
seen  Mr.  Pitt  and  had  had  some  ccmnmnica- 
tion  with  him,  did  you  eo  to  Ireland,  and 
«ilh  whom  f^Yes,  with  Mr.  Jackson. 

Can  ynu  tell  us  when  you  arrived  at  T>ub- 
lin  ?-r-About  the  «iid  or  3rd  of  April,  I  be- 


Cast  your  eye  upon  this  letter  [showing  it  ' 
to  the  witness],  ana  tell  me  whether  after  you  ! 
arrived  in  Ireland,  you  received  11  by  the  post  f 
— 1  do  not  think  1  did  receive  it,  but  I  cannot  | 
«pctk  with  certainty.  1 

Lscd  Ktmfom^ViikAt  is  this?  j 
-    Mr.  AUent^  Onanlv-4%n  s  letter  I  par- 
tlcularly  openeid,  your  lordship  will  hear  the 
particulars  of  it  presently. 

Mr.  Oarrow. — \Vhil»tymiaud  Mr.  Jaclc-on 
were  in  Ireland,  were  you  present  at  any  time 
with  Mr.  Jackson  in  company  with  a  gentle- 
'•litt  «f  the  name  of  Haoiiltoo  Howaa?— I 


WIhm  «m  Mr.  HuBiWton  Befwanattbil 

time? — In  Newgale  in  the  city  of  Dublin. 

Did  you  read  tlie  contrnts  of  any  of  the  let- 
ters which  you  addressed  for  Mr.  Jackson 
w})ca  in  Dublin  to  any  otlier  place?— One. 

Can  you  point  it  OUtj^  if  ititsbnwo  jout 
— 1  believe  i  could. 

Lord  JbiQieii.— At  whose  reqiMtt  did  you 
direct  tfatt  letter  f— At  Mr.  Jackson's 
que»t. 

Mr.  Garrow. — Were  there  atiy  other  per- 
sons present  in  Newgate  with  ilaniilttM 
Kowan  and  Mr.  Jackson,  besides youf—1  was 
there  more  than  once. 

To  begin  with  the  6rst,  how  early  after  he 
arrived  there  did  you  go  to  Newgate  to  see 
Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan?— Mr.  Jackion  went 
first  of  all  without  n»e. 

Who  was  present  the  fiist  time  JOtt  wenti 
—I  believe  Tone. 

He  is  a  gentleman  of  the  law  in  Ireland? 
—Yes,  I  hSad  he  was  at  the  bar. 

Did  you  hear  any  conversation  benvecni 
Mr.  JackiKin,  Hamilton  liowan,  and  Mr 
Tone,  with  respect  to  Mr.  Tone's  goin^  from 
Dublin  to  any  place,  to  what  place,  and  upoa 
what  business  f — I  heard  a  proposition  from 
Mr.  Kowan  aud  Mr.  Jackson,  lor  Mr.  Tone 
to  go  to  France. 

I'nr  what  purpose?—!  cannot eipKSSljr SSJT 
for  what  purpose  particularly. 

State  as  nearly  as  you  can,  from  the  con^ 
versation  at  the  time  between  the  parties,  the 
nature  of  the  business  he  wa?  to  »yrcute  there  ? 
— The  nature  of  the  business  w  inch  I  could 
collect  ftom  the  conmsstion,  was,  that  Mr. 
Tone  was  to  50  to  France,  to  cany  with  hitn 
some  letters  trom  Mr.  liowan  or  Mr.  Jackson, 
to  inform  the  people  of  France  of  the  dis- 
affection of  the  people  of  Ireland  to  this  oon- 
stitution  and  to  the  government  of  this  king- 
dom, and  by  his  means  to  propose  to  them  to 
cive  the  Irish  assistance,  to  cliect  an  uivasion 
by  the  French  upon  Irehitid. 

Was  any  thing  more  slated  in  that  oonveiy 
sation,  as  to  the  state  of  the  tempers  of  the 
people  in  Ireland,  or  the  amount  of  their  dis* 
affection  to  the  government? — I  cannot  re- 
pent the  exact  conversation,  the  general 
tenor  of  the  conversation  was  such— i he  ge- 
neral ideas  of  Uie  parties  were  such  as  1  have 
staled. 

Do  you  know  whether  finally  Mr.  Tone  did 
accept  of  that  employment,  or  decline  it?— It 
was  proposed  to  htm  hrst,  and  he  in  part  ac- 
cepted it. 

Did  he  finally  agree  to  go,  or  decline  it  ? — 
He  if  fir-t  partly  acceded  to  it— he  was  called 
into  Uie  country,  and  he  leil  undetermined 
whether  be  woukl  go  or  not— In  the  interiim 
while  he  was  gone  from  Dublin  upon  bomtt 
business  of  his  own,  Mr.  Jackson  tlunighl 
he  had  left  Dublin  abruptly,  without  parti* 
culuriy  saying  whether  he  would  or  not  go, 
and  Dr.  Reynolds  of  Dublin  was  applied  to 
before  Mr.  Tone  came  back.  Dr.  UeynoUis 
when  be  was  applied  to,  stsried  at  the 
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lion,  feeling  several  obstacles  in  the  way,  and 
he  was  undetermined  likewise — Mr.  Tone  re- 
lumed back  from  the  country,  and  a  meeting 
WBS  held  of  Mr.  Rowan,  Mr.  Jackson,  and 
Mr.  Tone,  it  Newgate — after  slating  his  ob- 
jections why  he  could  not  go,  and  they  being 
m  part  over-ruled,  by  the  persuasion  of  Mr. 
Jackson  and  Mr.  Rowan  he  acceded  to  go, 
but  wished  to  stay  a  certain  time  before  lie 
should  go,  until  some  pecuniary  concerns  of 
his  were  settled — he  expected  a  considerable 
sum  of  money  from  some  society  that  he  was 
connected  with,  a  Roman  Catholic  society, 
till  he  was  rc-iinbursed  that  sum,  as  going  be- 
fore that  matter  was  accomplished,  might 
prevent  him  from  receiving  it. 

Did  that  interview  end  so? — It  did. 

Did  they  meet  again  ? — I  do  not  think  they 
did,  they  did  not  in  my  presence. 

Do  you  happen  to  know  of  your  own  know- 
ledge, whether  Mr.  Tone  finally  did  go  upon 
this  embassy  or  declined  it  ? — I  do  not  know 
that  he  did  go,  but  he  did  not  decline  it — at 
the  last  conversation  1  can  speak  with  preci- 
sion to,  he  acceded  to  go,  only  he  desired 
iime  to  settle  the  affair  1  mentioned. 

Look  at  this  letter  [No.  27,*1 — by  whom  is 
the  outside  address  written? — By  me. 

By  whom  was  the  inside  written  ? — By 
Mr.  Jackson. 

Is  there  any  address  now  you  have  opened 
it? — Yes,  "  a  Monsieur  Monsieur  Dandibus- 
caille  ^  Amsterdam." 

Whom  is  that  inner  direction  written  by  ? — 
By  mc. 

By  whose  direction  did  you  vn-ite  that  ? — By 
Mr.  Jackson's. 

There  is  a  cross  ? — Yes. 

Is  that  a  cover  within  the  second? — It  is. 

Whom  is  that  vrritten  by  ? — I  do  not 
know. 

Not  by  you  then  ? — No. 

There  is  written  upon  that  cover  a  desire  to 
be  reniembcred  to  somebody,  whose  writing 
IS  that  ? — Mine— by  Mr.  Jackson's  directions. 

Whose  hand-writing  is  what  is  contained 
within  the  body  of  that  cover? — 1  do  not 
know. 

Is  it  your  hand-writing  ? — It  is  not. 

Is  it  Mr.  Jackson's? — It  is  not. 

To  Mr.  Dfjoncourt. — Was  that  letter  put 
into  the  General  Fost-oflice  at  Dublin  and  in- 
tercepted ?— It  was 

[No.  27, •  read.] 

"  The  situation  of  Kngland  and  Ireland  is 
fundamentally  different  la  this. — The  gov. 
of  England  is  national,  that  of  Ireland  provin- 
cial ;  the  interest  of  the  first  is  the  same  with 
that  of  the  peoitle,  of  the  last  directly  oppo- 
site. The  people  of  Ireland  are  divided  mto 
three  sects— the  Established  Church,  the 
Diwenters,  and  the  Catholics.  The  first,  in- 
finitely the  smallest  portion,  have  engrossed 
besides  the  whole  church  patronage,  all  the 
honours  and  profits  o!  the  country  exclusively, 
»od  a  very  great  share  of  the  landed  property. 


They  are  of  course  Anstocrsts,  adverse  to  any 

change  and  decided  enemies  of  the  French  R»> 
volution.  The  Dissenters,  who  are  much  more 
numerous,  are  the  most  enlightened  body  of 
the  nation;  they  are  steady  republicans,  de- 
voted to  liberty,  and  through  all  the  stages  of 
the  French  Rev.  have  been  enthusiastically  at- 
tached to  it.  The  Catholics,  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  are  iu  the  lowest  degree  of  ig- 
norance and  want,  ready  for  any  change,  be- 
cause no  change  can  make  them  worse.  The 
whole  peasantry  of  Ireland,  the  most  oppress- 
ed and  wretched  in  Europe,  may  be  said  to  be 
Catholic.  They  have,  within  these  two  years, 
reed,  a  great  degree  of  information,  and  ma- 
nifested a  proportionate  degree  of  disconteot 
by  various  insurrections,  &c.  They  are  a  bold, 
hardy  race,  and  make  excellent  soldiers. 
There  is  no  where  a  higher  spirit  of  aristocracy, 
than  in  all  the  privilegc<l  orders ; — the  clcrgr 
and  the  gentry  of  Ireland,  down  to  the  very 
lowest ;  to  countervail  which  there  appears 
now  a  spirit  rising  among  the  pco]ile  which 
never  existed  before,  but  which  is  spreading 
most  rapidly,  as  appears  by  the  defenders  as 
they  are  called,  and  other  insurgents.  If  the 
people  of  Ireland  be  4,500,000,  as  it  seems 
I  probable  they  are,  the  Established  Church 
may  be  reckoned  at  460,000 ;  the  Dissenters 
at  900,000  :  the  Catholics  at  3,150,000.  The 
prejudices  of  the  English  nation  are  adverse 
to  the  French,  under  whatever  form  of  go- 
vernment. It  seems  idle  to  suppose  the  pro. 
sent  rancour  agst.  the  French  is  owing  merely 
to  their  being  republicans;  it  has  been  che- 
ribbed  by  the  manners  of  four  centuries,  and 
aggravated  by  continual  wars.  It  is  morally 
certain  that  any  invasion  of  England  would 
unite  all  ranks,  in  opposition  to  Uie  invaders; 
in  Ireland,  a  conquered,  oppressed,  and  in- 
sulted country  the  name  of  England  and  her 
power  is  universally  odious,  save  with  those 
who  have  an  interest  in  maintaining  it — a 
bodv,  however,  formidable  only  from  situatjoo 
and  property,  but  which  the  first  convulsion 
would  level  in  the  dust;  on  the  contrary,  the 
gre:<t  bulk  of  the  peonlc  would  be  ready  «» 
throw  oft*  the  yoke  in  this  country,  if  they  saw 
any  force  sufficiently  strong  to  resort  to  for 
defence,  until  arrangements  could  be  made. 
The  J)i'-5cntcrs  are  enemies  to  ilie  English 
power,  troin  reason  and  reHexion.  The  Ca- 
tholics from  a  hatred  to  the  English  nsM. 
Ill  a  worri,  the  prejudices  of  one  country  ara 
dtr(  ctly  adverse  of  the  other,  directly  favour- 
able  to  invasion.  The  government  o(  Ireiaod 
is  only  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  government  of 
forte.  The  moment  a  superior  tbrce  appears, 
it  would  tumble  at  once,  as  being  neither 
founded  in  the  interests,  nor  in  the  afiecDoM 
of  the  people.  It  may  be  said  the  peoptenf 
Ireliiiul  show  no  political  exertion.  la  tk* 
first  place  public  spirit  is  completely  difra^ 
ed  by  the  recent  prosecutions  of  severmL  Tht 
Convention  act— Gunpowder  bill,  ficc.  he 
Dcclar.itions,  therefore,  of  |:overnokeat,  •# 
giand  juries,  or  pdrliamentary  unanimity,  dl 
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adverse  to  that  of  the  people,  and  who  think 

§uch  conduct  necessary  for  their  own  cerurity, 
are  noohstacles — the  weight  of  such  men  falls 
in  tha  general  wtlfiire,  and  their  nwa  tenantry 
and  (Icpendaiits  wcirild  desert  aT^d  turn  ngninst 
thetn.  1  he  people  have  no  way  ol  exuressing 
tlMir  dNoontmt  dwUtitr,  which  it  mt  the  nine 
time  peatly  aggravated  bv  those  measures, 
and  they  are,  on  the  other  barid,  in  thatsemi- 
bdrburous  situalioQ,  which  isol  all  others  the 
best  adapted  for  making  war.  The  spirit  of 
Ireland  cannot  therefore  be  calculaleu  from 
newfti^aper  publications,  county  meetings,  &c. 
•I  wnicn  tbue  gentry  only  meet,  and  speak  for 
themselves;  thev  are  so  situated  thai  they 
have  \m\  one  way  left  to  make  their  sentiments 
knowa,  that  is,  by  war.  The  church  estab- 
ItohiaMit  and  tythes  are  very  eevere  griev- 
ances, and  have  been  the  cau^c  of  numVc  rlcss 
local  insurrections ;  in  a  word,  trom reflection, 
interest,  prejudice,  the  spirit  of  change,  the 
flUMry  ot  the  great  bulk  of  tbe  nation,  and 
above  all,  tho  hatred  of  the  English  name, 
lesuUiog  from  the  tyranny  ot  near  seven 
•enturies,  there  teenw  little  doubt  but  an  in- 
vasion  wotifd  hr  stipported  by  the  people; 
tlm  miUlia,  the  bulk  of  whom  are  Catholics, 
would  to  a  moral  certainty,  refuse  to  act,  if 
they  WW  fuck  »  foteoy  m  tbay  couM  look 

10  fat  Mfport." 

In  thf  first  Envelope, 

**  Remember  me  to  Langpelot  and  our 
IUends.X^ 

Setmti  Smvelope  dkuttd, 
**  A  Monsieur  Mobmout  Daodibuociill^  k 
Antlofdam." 

Third  Envelope  direded, 

*'  A  Mess.  Texicr,  Aogeiy,  et  Mamc,  4 
Amsterdam." 

Lord  Kenyan, — ^If  sitting  some  hours  longer 
would  bring  this  trial  to  an  end,  we  certainly 
would  sit,  T-utiMnoftaidwoiiMll  aoibting 

11  to  aj)  end. 

Mr.  8erje«nt  Jdair. — It  is  for  me  to  obey 
the  dfeeclions  of  the  Court. 

I/)rd  Krnvnn. — ^Vc  will  sit  as  long  as 
human  nature  will  hold  out;  vou  g^tlcmen 
know  iww  long  it  is  likely  to  Mttf 

Mr.  Attorney  (•mcr d.^Wp.  have  still  evi- 
dence to  give,  whtch  will  take  up  some  time 
—4  witbvodoubtedly  on  the  part  of  tbe  nub- 
lie,  to  fttlnfiolf  under  tbo  diioetioii  of  tho 
Court. 

Lord  JCenyva. — That  direction  must  pro- 
«ood  from  knowing  somelhiog  more  of  the 
matter— how  much  loBg^  i»  jmK  eridilice 
likely  lo  cuntioue  ? 

Mr.  AUorneff  General. — I  cannot  very  ac- 
OHmiBlj  tlato  tlMt  lo  foor  lordship,  because 
it  depend^  a  <zon(\  dt-u!  vyrm  what  may  happen 
wiil^i  respect  to  the  manner  of  trealiug  the 
•fideau  on  the  other  side; 

Mr.  £rfiltia«.<— Tbe  cfOs»>ezamination  of 
Mr.CokifiMca«Miii|ra  up  nmcb  ttnt*— ^ 


db  ml  oBiHiifo  thit  wo  eia  hsfo  ttree  qtMo* 

tk)ns  to  put  to  him. 

Mr.  Attomry  General — Wbtlbor  their  COM 
is  likely  to  be  long  or  not  f 

Mr.  SerjoMt  ^dMr.-»We  must  etU  oeootal 

witnesses,  1  ut  f-wr  rvidcnrr  will  not  lo  an 
«)ual  length  wuh  that  lur  the  crown -^because 
oftamituibtd  •■  we  are,  we  thoU  hm  ao 
written  evidence  to  trouble  tbe  Court  with. 

If  ynnr  lordsliip  finds  it  too  much  for  the 
Court  and  jury  to  go  through  the  whole  of 
this  very  important  trial  U>-&y,  perhaps  your 
lonMiip  mi.;iit  think  in  th^^t  case,  and  upon 
that  supposition  (about  which  I  have  no  per- 
sonal wuh  ot  all)  Ihot  it  woidd  be  arrangius 
matters  most  oooveniently,  if  mv  lemin 
friend  clovpd  hh  evidence  for  the  crown 
to-day ;  and  that  wc  might  be  permitted  to 
make  our  defence  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Attorne'/  Gffjerc/.— I  am  very  desirout 
to  do  what  the  Court  may  think  proper-— 
but  I  cannot  undertake  to  say,  in  my  view  of 
tbe  subject,  that  his  lordship  woukl  be  kept 
here  less  than  four  bouts  longer — for  it  will  be 
necessary  for  us  to  compare  certain  papers 
that  wiU  be  prodoead  out  of  the  emMy  of 
the  prisoner,  with  certain  original  letters 
likewise  found  in  the  custody  ot  the  prisoner; 
we  have  also  some  witnesses  to  caU  trom  Ire- 
land, that  may  be  important. 

Mr.  Serjt  rint  Adair. — I  am  prrfrrtly  ready 
to  acquiesce  in  what  the  Court  may  think 
right  I  can  rnily  say,  tliat  tbo  Kno  ^Mtk 
the  attorney- general  at  present  si  cms  inclined 
to  chalk  out,  is  likely  to  produce  an  extreme 
hardship  ou  the  part  of  tbe  prisoner,  because 
Mr.Attonii^-generalpotioaes  to  leave  hi»  evi. 
dcncc  to  a  cni'-idfTable  length  still  nnfinishf  ij, 
and  to  proceed  with  that  evidence  upon  a 
IMi  day  with  the  mdmpoirtd  pad  awakiei 
attention  of  the  jury  ;  and  we  shall  be  calloi 
upon,  on  the  part  ot  the  prisoner,  at  a  lato 
hour  perhaps,  when  vour  lordship  and  the 
jury  are  exhoualed  with  fatigue. 

Lord  Kenyan. — I  hope  four  hours  more  w  ill 
not  wear  out  either  the  stren^  or  spirits  of 
tbe  jury. 

Mr.  ^rtibme.— We  have  bom  bidolgod 

with  copies  of  the  letters;  consequently  your 
lordships  sees  that  it  we  were  to  retire  when 
tho  ovMeneo  vras  over,  the  time  appropriated 
for  rest  would  be  principally  empluved  ta 
looking  over  these  paper.%  or  how  thall  wo  bo 
prepared  to  address  the  jury  f 
'  Lord  ITenyon.— I  know  both  your  obiliaiii 
well  enough  to  feel  iso  drmbt  that  you  are  pre- 
pared now  to  make  your  observations  upon 
any  evidence  that  b  already  given.  Woonmll 
desirous  to  sit  as  long  as  u-ecan;  but  necessity 
justifies  that  which  it  compels ;  the  strength 
of  man  is  uot  adequate  to  this.  Lord  Mans- 
field,  at  litilo  indiaed  to  give  wa/  as  aiqr  mm, 
did  give  way  al  o  oMift  boor  in  tbo  CHOof 
lord  Fomfret. 

Out  «<Ule  Jury.— My  loid,  we  ore  awtt  of 
business;  we  are  ^rly  risers.  If  we  are  to 
b«boplbiftlorlMvbou»loQSW|Ottr  ifinf 
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nuLj  be  exhausted.  I  am  not  a  joting 
man.  I  wish  to  understand  this  matter  per- 
fectly right;  it  is  a  ca»e  of  life  and  death  : 
I  may  be  wearied  out,  and  perhaps  by-and-hy 
be  asleep.  I  be^  pardon  for  making  this  ob- 
servation ;  bill  i  wish  to  take  care  uf  my  own 
conscience  in  every  particular. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ^(rfuir. — I  do  not  wish  to  press 
too  nuich  upon  the  strength  or  alleotion 
either  of  the  jury  or  of  the  Court. 

Mr.  Justice  Grote. — Let  us  go  on  with  this 
witness,  and  after  he  has  been  examined  we 
will  think  of  it.* 

Mr.  Gmrrow  (to  Mr.  Cokayne).— look  at 
this  paper  [No.  27].  By  whom  was  that 
direction  on  the  outside  cover — to  Monsieur 
Chapeaurouge — written  ? — By  me. 

Was  that  written  by  Mr.  Jackson's  direc- 
tion ? — It  was. 

Take  off  that  cover— Is  there  any  thing 
written  upon  the  next  cover  ? — No,  there  is  a 
cross. 

Was  that  made  by  you  ? — No. 

Be  su  good  as  open  the  cover.  By  whom 
were  the  contents  written  ? — This  is  written 
by  me  —  r«cmember  me  to  Languclol  and 
our  friends." 

Was  that  written  by  Mr.  Jackson's  desire  ? 
—It  was. 

Was  the  letter  inside  that  envelope  written 
by  Mr.  Jackson  or  you  ? — No. 

Do  you  know  whose  writing  it  is  ? — I  do 

BOt. 

Mr.  Gmrroo)  to  Mr.  Drjoncourt. — Did  you 
intercept  that  letter  in  the  same  manner  as 
you  have  already  slated  } 

Mr.  D^oncour.—l  did. 

Mr.  Garrow. — I  do  not  mean  to  trouble 
your  lordship  to  have  this  read,  because  it  is 
merely  a  duplicate  of  the  last  letter,  but  only 
to  take  the  cover.  Was  it  inlerccpled  at  the 
same  Uvnei 

Mr.  Dejoneonrt. — It  was. 

Mr.  Garrow  to  Mr.  Co^oyne. Look ' at 
this  paper.  Did  you  direct  that  at  the  same 
time? — I  did. 

[The  direction  read]—"  To  Mett.  Chapeaui' 
rvvgty  Merchant,  Hambureh." 

Mr.  G arrow. — Did  you  and  Mr.  Jackson 
lodge  together  at  the  same  house  in  Dublin  ? 
—We  did. 

Had  you  daily  intercourse  with  him  ?— Cod- 
stantly. 

If  he  had  any  commercial  transactions  to 
negociale  there  from  your  intercourse  with 
him,  is  it  probable  yoii  might  have  known 
it?— I  should  suppose  so. 

Was  it  possible  he  should  have  any  com- 
mercial transactions  of  any  extent  to  neg<>- 
ciatc,  without  your  knowmg  it?— 1  should 
thmk  not. 

Had  he  any  such  that  you  knew  of  ?— I  did 
not  know  uf  any.    I  think  not. 

As  far  as  came  to  your  knowledge,  had  he 
any  business  that  he  transacted  there,  except 
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with  Hamilton  Rowan,  Mr.  Tone,  and  tb« 
other  persons  thai  you  have  named  ^ — I  know 
of  no  other  business.    He  saw  his  wife  there. 

How  soon  after  these  letters  were  inter- 
cepted was  it  that  Mr.  Jackson  was  appre- 
hended ? — He  was  apprehended  in  ti^e  ialier 
end  of  April,  I  think. 

He  was  aStcrwards  tried  for  high  treason, 
and  you  attended  as  a  witness? — fdid. 

And  UDon  the  day  on  which  he  wast  called 
up  forjuugment,  he  died  at  the  bar? — I  have 
heard  so.    I  was  not  there. 

Before  you  came  to  England  you  bad,  I 
believe,  direcled  some  covers  for  Mr.  Jack- 
son? — Yes. 

Had  you  done  so  beCore  your  inteiriew  with 
Mr.  Pitt?— I  had. 

Had  you  directed  any  to  Chapeaurouce? 
— I  am  pretty  sure  I  had ;  the  name  strikes 
me. 

Mr.  John  Cokayne  cross-examined  by  Mr. 
berjeant  Adair. 

Have  you  given,  at  any  time,  any  written 
account  of  your  own  conduct  in  this  transac- 
tion?— I  have. 

Be  so  good  as  to  tell  me  whether  that  sig- 
nature [bliowing  the  witness  a  printed  paper] 
is  or  is  not  your  band- writing? — It  is  nune. 

Have  you  any  recollection  of  the  contents 
of  this  paper  ? — If  you  will  please  to  let  m« 
read  it,  I  can  say. 

Mr.  SLTjeantJdair. — I  have  not  the  least 
objection. 

Mr.  Cokayne. — I  could  wish,  if  I  am  to  be 
interro^^atedfas  to  this  paper,  that  it  might  be 
read.  I  cannot  under^iaod  your  meaomg  for 
asking  mc  the  question.  Do  you  mean  to 
ask  mc  merely  whether  this  is  my  signature? 
— If  you  mean  lo  ask  me  abstractedly  to  any 
particular  part  of  this,  I  shall  trust  that  the 
whole  may  be  read  to  the  Court. 

Mr.  Serjeant  .^£^tr. — You  may  do  that  af- 
terwards. Is  this  a  true  account  ? — I  cei- 
tainly  avow  every  part  of  it. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair. — I  do  not  wbh  to  e»> 
trap  you. 

Mr.  Cokayne. — I  do  not  believe  you  do. 

Mr.  Attorney  General — If  it  becomes  neces- 
sary, you  shall  be  called  agam. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair. — You  have  been  aftked 
whether  Mr.  Jackson  had  any  coromcrci«l 
connexions  in  Ireland  ?  I  would  ask  you  wbe> 
ther  you  do  not  know  that  he  wanted  to  e«» 
lahlish  mercantile  connexions  in  JLogbod  f — 
He  tuld  me  he  did. 

You  were  intimate  with  Mr.  Jackson  ?— 
Very. 

You  being  the  intimate  friend  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son, did  you,  before  he  left  Lundoo,  know 

the  olijcct  of  his  journey  to  Ireland,  u  tuch 
yficrwards  appeared  upon  his  trial  there? — I 
did  nut. 

Then  notwithstanding  your  intim.tcj|r  «4Js 
him  ill  Ix>ndon,  and  your  former  iutimf%. 
you  did  not,  before  he  left  Londoo,  kav«i 
that  purpose  of  his  journey  to  ixri«ai^M[ 
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Be  so  good  as  to  state  to  my  lord  and  Ihc 
jury  what  the  nature  of  those  commercial 
trtuMctioM  were  which  he  wished  to  establish 
in  England— what  the  nature  of  the  comroo< 
dities  were,  and  for  ihp  supply  of  whom. — 
After  Mr.  Jack«ion  had  Lecfj  in  England  ionie 
tine,  he  asked  roe,  as  his  friend  who  was 
continually  in  the  hahit  of  being  with  hinv 
to  direct  several  letters  fur  him.  some  of  which 
are  tiie  names  that  have  now  been  read ;  and 
he  stated  as  a  pretext  for  asking  me  so  to  do, 
that  his  debts  were  «in  heavy  here,  and  which 
I  linew,  that  if  liib  ii:uid-wriling  was  known, 
he  should  be  locked  up  in  a  gaol  for  ever. 
Upon  that  prinriplc  I  implicitly  dirrrted  <>eve- 
nU  letters  for  him,  without  the  knowle<]|^  of 
the  contents  of  any  one  totter  that  T  directed 
for  him  in  England,  or  ever  asking  him  the 
contents ;  lor  wc  were  in  too  strict  a  habit  of 
friendship.  One  day,  in  conversation  with 
Mr.  Jackson,  he  told  me,  that  what  he  came 
to  Fri-I m  l  for,  was  not  likely  to  succeed, 
and  ii>at  he  had  some  thoughts  of  going  to 
^eiand.  He  aslced  me  if  I  knew  atiy  mer> 
chrinis  or  mcrrantile  people  in  this  kingdom 
whom  he  could  apply  to,  and  obtain  provisions 
and  other  necessary  things  that  he  could  sup> 

Ely  the  French  with  f  He  said,  he  had  an  un> 
mited  order  for  any  quantity  that  could  be 
got;  that  he  should  have  a  very  large  cono. 
asissioo  for  ohuining  it ;  that  he  would  be 
enabled  thereby  to  ]m  .  me  what  he  owed  me; 
that  1  should  have  a  very  handsome  comntis- 
«ion  likewise  out  of  it ;  that  he  would  venture 
to  nyatboosand  a  year  would  be  but  a  trifle, 
or  not  an  equivalent  to  what  I  might  get,  if 
I  could  assist  him  in  the  providing  these  arti- 
cles. He  said  he  knew  I  had  sustained  very 
heavy  losses  in  my  profession,  anrl  thit  lie 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  taking  me 
Iroro  the  fiitigues  of  business,  and  put  me  into 
an  independent  state.  I  answered  him,  that 
my  connexions  in  life  had  always  hpf»n  on  the 
west  side  of  Temple  Bar ;  that  I  had  made 
little  or  no  mercantile  connexions  $  that  I 
knew  no  merchant^,  and  that  I  coidd  not  as- 
sist him  in  any  such  business.  Thus,  i  think, 
ended  the  conversation ;  but  it  did  not  strike 
my  mind,  that  I  had  incautiously,  and  at  the 
de<iirc  of  him  as  a  friend,  bro«^t  myself  into 
a  situation 

You  had  before  this,  you  said,  in  the  very 
PTPat  intimacy  and  frien*! ship  that  subsisted 
between  you,  addresse<Lietler8  for  him,  vrith- 
out  asking  or  knowing  their  contMils  ?— I  had. 

Afler  this  communtcation  you  were  going 
to  tell  us  the  impression  thst  was  made  npon 
your  mind.  Was  it  this  thai  led  vuu  to  muice 
S  communication  to  the  ministerf — ^Itwas* 

If  I  did  not  misunderstand  yen,  yt  u  were 
well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Jackson's  pecu- 
alaiy  ctrcumstancea }  ho  was  mock  indebted 
■^Q  you  itnoqg  oih^?-»H«  was. 


Had  he  any  fiioda  of  hH  own,  by  wMch  to 

establish  any  mercantile  connexions  in  this 
country? — Not  that  I  know  of  —  Tf  I  am  not 
at  liberty  to  say  what  impression  it  iiad  upon 
my  mind,  may  I  go  on  to  state  wliet  I  dia  in 
pursuance  of  that  conversation  ? 

Mr.  Garrao.—lvi  short  you  communicated 
it  to  the  minister,  and  afterwafds^ecomyenied 
Mr.  Jackson  to  Ireland? — I  communicaW 
ed  It  to  the  minister  m  the  presence  of  Mr. 
£>ttourt,  who  went  with  me  to  the  minister. 

Daring  the  whole  friendly  intercourse  and 
correspoiidenre  between  yon  and  Mr.  Jack- 
son, did  it  ever  ha|jpen  that  you  corresponded 
with  him  under  a  feigned  name,  ot  eecaivid 
letters  from  him  under  afeigpod  iMMUf— Mo^ 
we  were  always  together. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair. — You  were  never  ab- 
sent from  each  other  ate  he  came  to  Eng« 
land  .''—Not  for  a  day. 

Mr.  G arrow, — Vou  were  iuliuaate  many 
years  before  f — Yes. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — If  your  lordship 
pleases,  I  w  ill  just  call  a  witness  to  prove  tlio 
hand-writing  of  Mr.  Stone  to  a  letter  wrUten 
in  the  name  of  Enots,  to  Pupkins. 

Mr  Aftnrn nj  O eneral  to  M r.  T)fjo neourt, 
— Didyuu  stop  that  letter  [No.  38j  in  the  post 
office  in  Ireland?—!  did. 

(Vo  Mr.  Lin^rlfigr^) — Look  at  that  first 
cover  which  is  signed  W.  Enots.  Whose 
hand-wriUog  is  that     Mr.  William  Stone's. 

[Nu.  28,  read  ] 

«  My  dear  friend,— I  have  received  your 
different  letters,  but  eould  not  answer  them 

sooner  for  want  of  a  proper  opportunity.  All 
your  friends  here  are  very  glad  to  hnd  you  are 
safe  arrived,  after  your  long  and  disas^reeable 
'  jaunt  through  Wales.    They  also  rejoice  to 
^  hear  that  Mrs.  Harris  is  likely  to  do  well  in  her 
t  business;  they  are  sensible  that  the  funds 
she  sets  up  with  being  but  triflinf  ,  she  eBii> 
not  expect  to  do  great  matters  in  tlie  befjin- 
j  ning,  hut  they  are  so  convinced  of  her  indns- 
I  try  and  cleverness,  that  they  are  wilhng  to 
I  assist  her  as  far  as  they  are  able ;  they,  there* 
fore,  will  take  the  fir^t  opportunity  that  oiers 
I  to  send  her  such  a  surtmeat  of  milUnery 
goods  as  will  enable  her  to  set  up  a  Teiy 
'  handsome  shop;  in  the  mean  lime,  ^he  must 
make  friends,  and  sectire  as  many  good  cus- 
tomers as  she  can.— This  was  my  advice  to 
her  when  last  I  saw  her,  and  her  friends  re- 

Jiuest  that  I  should  here  repeat  it.  Thr  two 
riends  she  mentions  have  not  reacned  thi.4 
place  yet;  when  they  do  you  may  depend 
ti|inn  my  showing  them  all  the  civility  in  my 
power ;  I  shall  take  care  to  introduce  them  to 
some  very  good  company  of  this  neighboar^ 
hood.  As  soon  as  Mrs.  Harris  has  prepared 
every  thing  for  her  nf>w  establishment  in  Lon- 
don, I  tbink  she  would  do  well  to  take  a  tt  tp 
to  Dublin,  and  strive  to  raise  there  'the  little 
monry  that's  dtie  to  her.  Not  one  of  the  let- 
ters mentioned  by  her,  as  directed  from  Lon- 
don to  If  r.  Uom,  is  con*  to  hnd ;  jrel  thit 
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mode  of  conveyance  stust  not  be  neglected  : 
but  let  her  at  the  same  time  write  to  Mr. 

C   or  to  me  directly.  Adieu.  My 

dear  friend  I  wish  you  and  that  lady  all  pos- 
ftibte  happiness.  Yours, most  nffecttunatciy, 

N.  M." 

"  P.  8.  Should  Mrs.  Harris  go  to  Dublin,  I  beg 
^e  will  prevail  on  my  yount^er  brother  Robert 
to  break  off  allenglh  the  foolish  pnrtiirrshi[>  he 
baa  formed  with  a  fellow  who  is  constantly 
ipaponng  on  him,  and  keeping  all  the  profits 
to  himself.  Should  my  brother  persist  in  his 
obstinacy  I  shall  have  nothing  to  say  to  him, 
but  leave  hint  to  smart  for  his  folly;  but  if  he 
follows  my  advice,  I  will  hecome  his  partner, 
send  him  goods,  and  supply  him  witli  uliat- 
ever  credit  he  wants  to  carry  on  buainess  on 
liiii  own  bottom*" 

Addressed, 

•*  Mr.  Johnson,  at  Messrs.  Law- 
rence and  Co.  Rutland  Place, 
Thames-street,  London," 

The  above  letter  was  enclosed  in  a  cover  in 

Vrbich  was  written : 

**  I  recti,  the  inclosed  to-day*  I  have  not 
teaid  since  Ilast  wrote  to  you.  lam  Yours 
tnily«  W.  ExoTs. 

"  April  82d.  17P4. 

Addressed,  "  Mr.  Thomas  Popkins." 

•  Inclosed  in  another  cover 
Addressed, 

JohnCokayne,  Esq.  Hyde's Coffpo 
House,  Ditcie-^treet,  Dublin." 

Mr.  Iwe  Dfjoncourf,  rros«- examined  by  Mr. 

Serjeant  Adair. 

Did  you  open  the  cover,  or  whom  did  you 
deUver  it  to  wlien  you  stopped  itP— 1  opened 
the  cover. 

Did  you  find  the  lettitr,  inclosed  in  the  in> 
side,  signed  W.  Enots,  sealed  or  open? — It 
was  seaTe<l  with  a  second  wafer ;  it  appeared 
to  have  been  sealed  with  a  red  wafer  first, 
aod  afterwards  with  a  wafer  of  a&other  colour. 
»Tbe  first  cover  was  directed  to  John  Co- 
kayne.esq.  Hyde's Coflce-housc,  Dame-street, 
Dublin :  the  second  cover  was  addressed  to 
Thomas  Popkins. 

It  being  now  near  eleven  oVloek  at  night, 
four  oihcers  were  swtirn,  in  the  usual 
form,  to  attend  the  Juiyt  ^bo  slept  at 
the  $wan*tavern,  in  Bridge-street,  and 
the  Court  adjourned  to  U>*niorrow  mora* 
tng,  nine  o'clock.* 

♦  "  The  Court  having  sal  on  the  fir<-t  day 
of  the  trial  fr<itn  nine  o'clock  lo  tlie  murajug 
till  tea  o'clock  at  night  without  any  interrup- 
tion or  refreshment,  and  the  attorney-general 
stating  that  his  evidence  would  occupy  four 
Imitt  more,  and  some  of  the  jury  bein|  very 
much  exhausted  and  incupablc  as  they  occlafk. 
ed  of  keepini^  up  ttieir  attention  much  longer, 
the  Co«iri  aujuurucd  till  nine  u'clock  the  uexl 

noniof ;  MEMyoii  observing  oe«eK* 
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i9lkt  1796. 
Presekt, 

Lord  Kenyon,  Chief  Jii-^tire ;  Mr  Justice 
Ashhurst Mr.  Justice  Gruae i  Mr.  Jualioe 
Lawrence, 

WilUam  Stone  set  to  the  bar. 

Mr,  Thomas  MacUan  calied  in  agiin. 

Mr.  Law. — Look  at  those  papers;  were 
they  found  in  the  custody  of  William  Stone  at 

the  time  his  papers  were  seized? — I  found 
this  letter  FNo.  37]  and  iheve  thr^c  papers^ 
[No.  58,]  at  Mr.  Stone's  houtc     Old  i  ord. 

[No.  37,  read.] 
**  Ihamhtg-$treetf  April  16,  1791 
Sir, — I  have  received  yonr  letter  of  ye*taf- 

day,  and  return  inclosed  the  letters  nrid  ex- 
tracts v,lnci\  you  sent  me  on  the  8th.  I  am 
ohiiged  to  you  for  having  communicated  suck 
piil'lic  information  3*^  yrm  thought  r^ntrhl  be 
useful,  and  have  nothing  fiulher  to  addoa 
the  subject  of  these  papers.  I  am,  sir,  year 
obedient  servant,  W .  fist? 

"W.Stone,  esq." 

sity  justified  what  it  compelled.     And  Asft 

though  it  was  left  to  modern  tinnes  to  bring 
forward  cases  of  such  extraordinary  kcfjkks 
yet  no  rule  oould  compel  the  Comt  to  cooti* 

nue  longer  sitting  than  their  natural  power* 
would  enable  them  to  do  the  business  of  tL 
The  jury  retired  to  an  adjoining  tavern  where 
accommodations  were  preparea  for  them,  aal 

the  bailiffs  were  sworn  well  and  truly  tc  krtf 
thcjury^  and  neither  to  fpeak  to  them  them- 
selves, nor  sujjo'  tniy  other  perwom  to  apmk  le 

t/itni  touching  any  ffiotter  rc'at iv^  to  this  iriJ. 

"  The  entry  of  the  a4iournment  was  in  tba 
form :— » 

"  Thursday  next  after  fifteen  days  of  St 

Hilary  in  the  36th  year,  ^c.  Forasmuch  as 
it  appears  to  the  Court  here  fn^m  the  leaetli 
of  time  which  has  been  already  occupied  vy 
the  trial  of  the  issue  joined  upon  this  ind.a- 
ment,  and  the  farttier  time  which  will  bt 
necessarily  occupied  by  the  same,  that  jus- 
tice cannot  be  aone  if  this  Court  proceed 
without  in'.rrmi^'.ion  upon  the  said  tri  il ,  it 
is  ordered  tliiit  ttic  jury  iiopaneUed  am 
sworn  to  try  the  said  issue  have  leave  le 
withdraw  from  the  l)ar  of  this  court,  t><^;ng 
well  and  truly  kept  by  six  bailitis  duiif 
sworn  not  to  permit  any  person  to  apeak  H 
them  touching  any  matter  relative  to  tbe  trtal 
of  this  issue;  and  that  the  ?-amc  jury  s*^ifl 
again  come  to  the  bar  of  tliis  court  oa  loa 
morrow  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  And 
it  is  further  ordered  that  the  [  ri-  n~r  be 
brought  lo  the  bar  of  this  court  at  thai  lisae. 
«<BytheCo«it.« 

6T.  R.  530,  531. 

See  the  trial  of  Tlioma^  iiardy,  VoL 
pp.  414  c<  teg. :  and  the  trui  of  ioha 
Home  Tooke  pp.  i\  M  mi. 
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Mr,Jmnt^OmtraL^l  titell  jmceeA  to 
call  a  person  to  show  how  these  extracts  were 

made;  t lien  T  shall  produce  the  original  let- 
ters found  in  the  pu&seaisiun  of  Mr.  Stone,  tor 
the  purpose  of  comparing  them  with  t)w  et- 
tracts,  to  show  what  information  the  extracts 
gave,  aad  wiiat  inturmation  the  letters  g^ve. 

Mr.  Tlwmas  Hill  sworn.— Examined  Mr. 
Attmwjf  OtntrtU. 

Do  yon  know  whose  hand-writing  these 
extracts  are  ? — ^Thcy  are  mine. 

By  whose  order  did  jrou  make  them? — Mr. 

blone's. 

For  what  purpose  did  you  make  theroP-'l 
aumoi  tell. 

Did  you  make  these  extracts  from  any,  and 
vbal  original  papers?  —  From  manuscripts 
If  r.  Stone  gave  me. 

Manu'-cnpt  extracts? — Yes. 

i.oiU  hcnjj/uH. — You  took  a  copy  of  them? 
—Yes. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — Ix)ok  at  the  top, 
you  will  iee  the  word  **  Extracts;"  whose 
liaiid*writing  is  thatP— It  appears  to  me  to  be 
Mr.  William  Stone's. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  now  propose  to 
read  Hicbe  extracts.  1  beg  your  lordship's  par- 
ticular attention  to  those  passages  in  which 
the  words  "  the  Frcnclt"  occur.    1  will  pro- 
duce  presently  the  original  letters  fotmd  upon 
Mr.  Stone,  and  you  will  then  we  that  wbefe> 
ever  the  words  "  Me  f  re;  f  A  "  are  put  in  the 
ektoc^  they  are  substituted  for  the  word 
^Me^mtheorii^nal.   In  the  extract  of  the 
letter,  of  the  24lh  of  October,  it  is,"  my  letter, 
was  put  on  board  a  boat  tliat  was  then  going 
to  England."    In  the  urigmal,  '*  my  letter 
'Was  put  with  one  I  sent  to  lord  Lauderdale, 
who  conveycff  it  to  Mr.  Fox  at  Newmarket, 
on  board  a  boat  that  was  thea  SQinjg  to  Eng- 
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[No.  38,  read.] 

*•  Parti,  Sm  April,  1792. 

"  Kxtracls. 

"  Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  our  deter- 
minations, we  have  one  thine  very  much  on 
our  side,  and  that  is,  tliat  the  person  I  am 
most  intimate  with  in  France  is  M r.  Fran9ois, 
whom  you  will  recollect  liaving  seen  at  my 
house*  and  who  is  one  of  the  most  enlisbt- 
ened  members  of  the  N  itif  nal  Assembly; 

is  the  president  of  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce; and  lias  promised  me,  that  whatever 
J  ^an  I  have,  he  will  procure  me  every  advan- 
tage and  protection,  I  dined  yesterday  with 
the  mayor,  who  has  also  promised  to  give 
every  sort  of  information  that  lies  within  his 
knowledge  and  province.  We  shall  have  no 
competitors;  and  Englishmen  have  been  here 
profiling  by  the  incapacity  of  Ihe  Fieoch.'* 

"  August  nth,  im. 

"  The  assembly  did  a  very  sillv  and  c  ai- 
tomptible  thing  yesterday,  io  admitting  Mr. 
'Wilberroree,  David  WiUuuiM,  and  Ciarkson, 
to  the  rank  of  cituensbip.  Thev  ait  wietch-' 

vol.  XXV. 


edly  informed  respecting  characters  in  Eng- 
laml;  and  from  this  sample  they  will  get 

themselves  laughed  at  by  you  :  but  these 
men  arc  accustomed  to  act  with  mudi  preci- 
pitation, and  also  with  much  presumption* 

One  of  them  dined  with  me  yesterday,  and  f 
represented  to  him  one  of  their  choice  reject- 
ing  with  ij)dignation  from  his  connexions  all 
connexion  with  them ;  another,  as  a  man  of 
no  charu  tfT  but  a  htd  one,  in  a  very  low 
rank,  eitiitr  as  to  political  or  literary  lame, 
and  avowed  by  no  one;  and  another  as 
scarcely  known  in  politics  at  all,  and  what  he 
had  were  in  a  line  different  from  their  own.*' 

"  Paris,  August  30th,  1792. 
*  T  wrote  to  you  on  the  I6lh.  I  know  not 
by  what  accident  my  letter  could  not  have 
reached  you,  unless  the  inspectors  at  the  post- 
office  here  found  that  it  conlamed  mailer  not 
quite  so  proper  to  be  publicly  known  at  thai 
time,  though  it  has  since  been  j)iiblibhed  by 
orderof  the  assembly;  iny  iufonnant  was  one 
of  the  Executive  council ;  I  am  sorry  for  no- 
thing but  that  I  iear  to  have  mentioned  lo  you 
his  name." 

"  Pnris,  Sept.  27th,  1702. 
"  I  am  just  returned  trom  Orleans  to  Paris, 
making  the  aacrifiee  of  a  little  absence  to  fear 
and  apprehension.  We  h  ive  been  latterly  at 
the  chateau  of  Mons.  Labordc,  the  banker. 
As  every  cause  of  fear  is  now  removed,  I  shall 
immediately  proceed  with  the  purchase  of  tbo 
manufactory,  at  least  to  the  accompiishmeBt 
of  the  business  in  some  sort  or  other." 

"  1  o'clock,  Hall  of  the  Conventiou,  2d  Octor, 
**  This  moment  the  news  is  arrived  that 

the  Prussians  have  raised  their  camj),  and  are 
retiring;  thev  have  left  5,000  sick  in  their 
hospitals,  and  liave  lost  between  2  and  JQO 
men.  The  Frencli  army  is  in  pursuit,  and 
Custine  is  before  them  wiih  10,000,  so  that 
there  is  no  possibihly  iliey  tan  esca[)e." 

**  Paris,  October  2Uh,  1799. 
"  The  letter  I  sent  you  of  the  tetreat  of  the 

Prussians  was,  I  am  certain,  the  only  infor- 
mation of  the  event  to  be  met  with  in  V.n<r. 
land,  for  the  news  arrived  at  the  assembly  at 
i  past  13 :  I  heard  it  from  a  deputy  :  a  mi- 
nute after  T  ran  into  the  box,  and  spoke  with 
one  of  the  secretaries;  and  at  one  the  post 
went  off  to  Calais;  and  my  letter  was  put  on 
board  a  boat  that  was  then  going  to  England. 
In  any  future  affairs  of  this  sort,  you  may  de- 
pend on  the  antbenttcity  of  the  intelligence, 
lor  I  have  access  to  the  secretary's  table,  aixd 
the  dispatches  into  the  provintes  thro' which 
you  receive  my  letters:  surely  it  »s  worthy  thwe 
attention  of  government  to  have  someone 
iicre  to  civc  them  information;  but  it  has 
been  iko  deceived  that  I  do  nut  wonder  at  its 
ignorance  in  this  respecf*     In  my  letter  to 
the  Morning  Chronicle  I  have  unfortunately 
1  etrayed  a  secret  which  I  ought  to  have  con- 
cealed ;  at  Paris  it  is  universally  believed  thai 
the  French  are  punuing  the  FnissiaiiSf  mak« 
4  O 
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ing  prisonerSytndkflltegtlMatevNrystep—  | 

No  such  thing:  they  are  waiting  on  them 
wjih  as  much  ceremony  as 'if  they  were  iheir 
allieiy  tiking  Ickw  af\er  assisting  them  in  a 
victory;  ana  imt  a  Fin^lrr  rnnnon  has  been 
fired  since  the  beginning  ot  the  retreat.  1 
roentioQ  also  certain  lemn,  wlndi  neither 
the  coronilssioners  nor  the  generals  choose  to 
lay  before  the  a«?emb1y  I  had,  however, 
their  leave  to  meatiou  ihc  affair  lu  England, 
and  if  Perry  ptints  rav  letter  it  will  b«  only  a 
little  prcinatiire,  for  they  cannot  be  lon^  con- 
ceaieo.  We  stand  ^et  on  a  pinnacle  with  re- 
spect to  French  opinion ;  w  hy  do  we  not  profit 
by  it?  The  Marscllois  are  come  lo  Paris,  as 
a  guard  to  the  Convention,  to  cluistise  the  lo&o- 
ieuce  of  the  Parisians,  which  is  become  leas 
necessary  since  the  accutttioD  of  thai  wretch 
Marat,  whose  wickedness  is  as  incomprehen- 
sible as  it  is  great;  for  it  is  impossible  to 
Icnow  what  motives  guide  him,  as  his  charac- 
.terinolhrr  l  espccis  is  far  from  being  a  bad 
one.  I  ran  some  risk  from  the  manner  in 
which  I  spoke  of  them  at  the  time  they  were 
in  power.  I  lef\  Paris  for  a  fortnight,  and 
changed  my  dwelling  on  my  return;  out  now 
there  is  not  the  shadow  ot  an  apprehension, 
lor  some  parts  of  those  letters  are  translated 
into  French,  and  publiahsd  in  their  jour- 
nals." 

«  Parti,  Nm.  mk,  im. 

"  Here's  Frost  &  •   come  over  with 

an  address ;  I  have  taken  care  to  inform  the 
leaders  with  the  leading  features  of  these 
gentlemen.  1  ivas  appointed  to  present  one 
myself  to-morrow,  but  I  shall  decline  it  from 
a  variety  of  motives.  I  have  prevented  Fox 
and  Sheridan's  citizenship,  and  my  own,  and 
1  liope  eveiy  one's  else  at  this  time." 

"  Paris,  A'ot».27<A,  179«. 

*'  I  beUeve  that  1  mentioned  to  you  that  we 
had  a  dinner  on  Sunday  se'nnight  to  celebrate 
the  FroDcb  victories,  and  tiiat  an  address  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  as<'orn>)1y  :  that  is  to 
be  done  this  morniag :  I  was  chu&cn  president 
and  ofator*  bul  I  have  declined  both.** 

M  Pm,  Mkrek  7th,  1793. 

"  I  have  reed,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wilber- 
force,  in  which  he  tells  me  he  has  ^hown  my 
letters  to  his  majesty's  ministers ;  aud  he  re- 
fers me  to  Mr.  Thornton's  letter,  whieb  I 
have  not  yet  received  ;  nor  yours,  sent  under 
cover  IhitHigh  the  president  of  the  conven- 
tion.* 

**  I  am  glad  lo  hear  that  something  like 
pacific  dbpositions  yet  appear ;  it  is  not  yet 
too  late  to  remedy  those  mighty  evils  which 
are  bursting  forth  on  ever)'  .side ;  there  WMdd 
be  little  diniculty  here,  if  any  fnir  and  proper 
terms  could  be  oti'ered.  You  see  the  territory 
of  France  is  increasing  everv  day;  this  is  an 
evil  of  some  mairnituoe;  and  the  move,  it  in- 
creascfy  the  greater  will  be^the  difiicully  to 
cone  to  aceemniodatwwu 

"  Sabodinicre  is  arrived  here,  driven  away 
by  ihc  alioa  bill;  Am  tdls  me  the  EogN^ 


to  be  recalled,  or  their  pri^erty  confiscated; 

ot  this  1  have  no  apprehension:  bulifnnyliw 
ol  great  i>everity  should  be  enact«l,  1  siiiui  ao 
i\ir  obey  it  as  to  retire  into  Switserland  toKsd 
Rolierl  rit7i:^crald  ;  but  I  slialt  not  abandon 
the  husiiie»<»  we  have  undertaken,  winch  i 
postpone'  till  I  in  some  vn^  or  otfaar  htm 
from  jou." 

M»th  iStL 

"  Of  the  spirit  of  this  people  you  can  hnre 
lillle  idea  at  a  distance ;  you  may  jud«je  of 
their  facility  oT  raising  men  by  the  spint  dT 
Paris-  its  quota  is  12,iwn.  Ttic  ?rrt'r'ns,  I 
am  told,  have  already  enrolled  40,000,  and 
those'  not  the  lowest  ot  die  people.  A  crcat 
force  will  be  sent  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
which  will  proceed  to  the  East  Indies.  M 
home  a  descent  will  be  made  on  England, 
with  a  force  that  will  be  almost  trresislibllL 
but  in  whnf  manner  I  have  not  yet  Icamt:  I 
was  applied  to  by  general  Dillon  on  the  sob- 
ject,  but  I  declined  any  interference.  Ton 
must  be  careful  not  lo  mention  tliesc  cirCQ^ 
tances,  especially  as  coming  from  me.'* 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — Your  lord».liip  f>h- 
scrves,  that  that  letter  ofAlr.  i'ai's  wiuch  n«s 
been  read,  refers  to  extracts  and  m  ielMO- 
Mr.  Pitt  is  subpoenaed  by  Mr.  Stone,  to  pro- 
duce that  letter  to  which  Mr.  Pitt  retezs.  We 
proceed  now  to  read  the  letters,  out  of  which 
tliLsc  extracts  are  taken. 

Mr.  Garroar.— Your  lordship  will  obserro 
that,  of  the  parts  which  are  estracled,  lii 
that  were  sent  to  Mr*  Pitt  an  nailBed  wkkm 
brackets. 

Mr.  Sei^eaot  Jiiair. — The  attoriMT-gcaenl 
cannot  imke  anjr  thing  evidence,  I  snbmit, 

from  the  mere  circumstance  of  our  having 
subpoenaed  any  witness ;  the  court  at  peoMat 
have  no  cognizance  of  that  at  alL 

Lord  Kenyan. — At  present,  I  hopn^wahsn 
received  nothing  but  what  is  evidence ;  these 
extracts  were  proved,  before  they  were  read, 
by  Thomas  Hill,  to  have  been  copied  by  bisi, 
by  the  direction  of  the  prisoner  at  the  isar; 
and  that  the  word  Extract,  which  stands  at 
the  top  of  each  paper,  im  of  the  hand-wtinog 
of  the  prisoner. 

Mr.  Serjeant  .4rfarr. — But  tlio  attcrnf^v-?*'- 
oeral  states  to  the  Cotirt,  as  an  auxiiiary  wx, 
that  we  have  subpoenaed  soooo^penllBnMB,  Is 
prove  some  Irttcr  nr  ullirr. 

Lord  Kenyan. — iic  said  so,  but  he  is  pro- 
ducing no  evidence  In  eonseyMnce  of  tfMt»> 
sertion.  If  there  is  any  thing  improper  ii  > 
fit  to  interrupt,  but  I  have  not  seen  ai^  thim 
of  that  sort. 

Mr.  Serjeant  AJair. — ^If  it  had  not  umtri 
to  me  to  be  so,  I  should  not  have  spolreo. 

Lord  Kenyan. — What  is  the  objection? 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair -^i  is  stated  lo  lbs 
Court,  in  this  slajfe  of  the  busine^s,  tbjtt  wr 
have  subpoenaed  some  gentleman,  lopnm 
seflw  letter  or  odier;  whether  wnJwweei' net, 
is  a  fact  totally  ioanatcrial  to  the  Court. 
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theM  eilneli  w«  lent  with  Moie  letter; 
ti)e  attorn^-^enoml  has  produced  the  ex> 
tracts,  and  not  the  letter;  lie  it  ■ooouotiDg 

for  not  producing  the  letter. 
Mr.  M^eant  Jdotr^The  dtftndtPt  haviotjg 

<njbpfTnac(l  Mr.  Pitt,  cannot aeoount  for  tbur 
oot  producing  that  letter. 

Lord  JCMyM.—- If  you  please  you  mil  argue 
that  point,  and  show  he  ought  to  pioduoa  it, 
jnd  then  wc  will  decide  that. 

Mr.  Attsrney  General  to  Mr.  MmcktM. — 
Did  you  find  that  letter  [No.  39]  at  B&r. 
Stone's,  at  Old  Ford?— I  did. 

Lord  jftc/tyon. — ^It  will  lacUitate  our  taking 
notes,  if  there  are  any  letters  which  Micleaa 
is  to  prove  that  he  found  at  Oid  Foid|  if  he 
were  now  to  ascertain  them. 

Mr.  Attorney  GeiMnl— I  amabout  proving 
the  letters  of  the  S4th  of  October,  and  the 
27  th  of  November,  from  which  these  extracts 
were  made ;  the  observations  upou  the  others 
are  not  very  important 

Mr.  Maclean. — I  found  these  letters  [No. 
do  and  N0.40I  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  &\om, 
atOidFoid. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — Where  the  extract 
differs  from  the  letter,  the  original  ia  that 
part  of  the  letter  id  altered  with  a  p^^cil. — 
There  are  many  ptMigea  vhien  ait  t^GeRiia 
IMttaa  of  IB  the  extrnsla. 

(No.S9,read.3 

**  Hotel  de  Grange  Baltdlfrc 
«  'iUh  Oct.  1792,  1  r.of^\  R. 
**  Dear  brother ;  I  inclose  you  the  assign- 
IBflnlvitiMMldbylord  Lauderdale,  and  Dr. 
Moore,  with  a  note  to  Mr.  W.  M.  and  an 
order  to  Mr.  Coojmr,  which  I  should  have 
aept  earlier }  that  a  a  day  or  tiy)  since,  for  I 
have  not  been  long  returned,  could  I  have 
found  two  Englishmen  together^— i  am  very 
glad  that  the  sale  pwwi.w  mAnarngMKOt 
and  am  much  obliged  to  you,  for  the  care  you 
have  taken,  and  are  about  to  take  with  the 
books  and  pictures.— The  linen  with  my 
papers,  you  are  so  kind  as  to  take  to  Old  Ford 
also,  I  shall  send  for  none  of  all  thU,  till  I 
have  arranged  all  the  affsirt  that  concern  the 
manufoctory,  whidi  are  now  in  naia ;  whas 
I  have  some  thoughts,  of  buying  one  of  those 
Emigranta  houses  on  the  side  of  the  city, 
wh«a  our  hwiness  wUi  be  carried  00,  as  there 
isaodonbtof  these  houses  being  sold  very 
cheap,  and  as  naUonal  property,  not  to  be  paid 
Ibr  under  19  years.  But  tins  is  an  after  cou- 
■deration,  as  ail  elMtades  are  now  removed, 
^o  fear  of  an  enemy  to  apprehend ;  and  the 
camp  which  was  to  extend  on  this  side  of  Paris 
ta  CnarentoD,  on  the  heigjhts  of  which,  wluch 
is  precisely  our  place,  wtteries  were  to  be 
erected,  and  this  is  now  all  over,  it  having 
been  determined  a  few  days  ago  that  all  la- 
bours should  cease.  I  shall  fH^ceed  immedi- 
ately to  the  execution  of  our  project;  but  be- 
fore I  finally  decide,  I  wish  to  have  ail  pos- 
aibkiafonwlia»fiomyou,  and  Mr*  Gttver; 
if  itt  tha  wftm  9i  thMt  thna  Mitbi  ai^ 
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thing  has  arisen  which  caa  giva  ftrtfaer 

light  on  the  subject ;  if  Cruikslunk  is  there ; 
wd  what  is  meant  to  be  done  in  our  farther 
arrangement  concerning  him.  1  have  been 
cautious  respecting  theimportina of  SaL  Amm. 
from  England,  because  1  would  not  awaken 
the  slightest  suspicions,  and  have  not  ther&> 
fora  oftred  avtn  the 8aL  Amm.  wehave  here  ta 
sale ;  whatever,  therefore,  concerns  the  busi> 
ness,  I  can  receive  from  you  before  any  finsl 
settlement  takes  place,  as  it  demands  at  least 
15  da|ssand  I  wish  on  this  point  you  vraukl 

five  me  any  hints  that  you  think  necessary, 
have  fpgsgied  a  very  honest  man  as  a  law- 

Sr  ia  Iha  buaiaats^  for  the  expense  is  but 
fling,  and  there  ia  agjraat  deal  of  koafciy 
on  the  other  side. 

**  You  will  have  received  from  Verdun  an 
immense  packet  of  infofmation,  which  you 
will  have  distributed  according  to  the  ad- 
dresses; that  to  Perry  contains  an  epitome 
of  the  campaign,  and  our  present  utuatton. 
You  will  have  received  also  a  letter  addressed 
to  Miss  Williams,  which  was,  by  the  blunder 
of  Mr.  Rose,  sent  to  you  also ;  which  you  may 
open  if  you  please,  as  it  contains,  so  far  as  1 
recollect,  only  other  views  of  the  war.  I  shall 
continue  to  send  to  you  Perry letters,  if  I 
iMve  time  in  future  to  write  to  him  ;  but  it  is 
nacanary  that  he  should  htive  them  in  the 
day^as  a  day  of  mlier  intelligence  is  to  him 
of  some  importance.  The  lemr  I  sent  you  of 
the  retreat  of  the  Prussians  was,  I  am  certain, 
the  only  information  of  the  event  to  be  met 
with  in  London,  for  the  news  arrived  at  the 
Assembly  at  half  past  St;  1  heard  it  [in  the 
street]*  from  a  deputy ;  a  minute  after  I  ran 
into  the  box  [which  I  iuive  there]  and  spoke 
vrilhoneof  the  secretaries,  aiM  at  one  the 

f ost  went  off  to  Calais,  and  ray  letter  was  put 
with  one  I  sent  to  lord  Lauderdale,  who  con- 
veyed it  10  Fox  at  Newmarket]  on  board  a 
boat  that  was  then  going  to  England.  In 
any  future  affairs  of  this  sort  you  may  depend 
on  ihe  authenticity  of  the  intelligence,  for  I 
have  tlie  command  of  the  secretaries  table, 
and  the  dispatches  into  the  provinces  of  the 
Convention  through  which  you  receive  my 
letters.  Surely  it  is  worthy  the  atlentioii  of 
government  to  have  some  one  here  to  give 
them  iuiormatiou;  but  it  has  been  so  deceived^ 
that  I  do  not  woiKler  at  its  follyf  in  tlua  ia> 
spect;  [I  believe  it  will  be  mora  puidai  what 
part  it  shall  take  in  future.] 

**  In  my  letter  to  Perry  i  have  unfortunately 
betray^  a  secret  which  I  ought  to  have  con- 
cealed. At  Paris  it  is  universally  believed 
that  we^  are  pursuing  the  Prussians^  making 
pnsQner8,and  kilhng  them  at  eveiy  step  we; 
talrfl  NiT  such  thing:  wet  are  waitbgoa  than 

,  I  — m  " 

*  The  words  inclosed  with  brackets  were 
struck  out  with  a  penciL 

t  Folly  stmck  tmt,  igpoiaBca  mrUtm  oocr  U 
with  apcnciL 

Wa  strasft  aaf^  tha  Fieacb  aaitlsii  eifr  it 
Wji^Mcik  safy  tht^  writtM  M* 
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iwHh  as  much  ceremony  as  If  {bey  tirere  out* 
allies  taking  leave  after  assisting  usf  in  a  vic- 
tory, and  not  a  single  cannon  has  been  fired 
since  the  licginning  of  the  retreat.    I  will  not 
assert  it  as  a  fact,  hut  I  believe  it  most  Jirmfy, 
that  the  r>i\iy  condiliof  acrrpfrri  by  Dlimmirier 
WDuif  that  the  Rotfol Junnit/  should  not  be  put  to 
death  i  whitri  on  our  part  it  wot  intutetif  that 
JPrussin  sfiKiifd  mmeiliateltf  im  itt  Uaving  the 
territory  ftf  France  ubanHon  the  house  of  Am. 
iria,  and  even  form  an  alliance  vUh  a*,  or  sub' 
rnit  the  army  in  toto  to  be  privmen  to  the  arm 
of  the  rc/uif'lic.    Tf  this  bp  not  the  present  State 
m  afikirs  1  never  was  more  deceived;  and  all 
the  conversatiops  I  had  wHh  tha  generals, 
with  the  comtnissioners  of  the  Convention, 
&c.  &c.  lead  ine  to  this  belief :  nay,  more,  if 
this  be  not  the  case  the  generals  have  betrayed 
the  publit  cause ;  and  I  fear  I  have  betrayed 
the  generals,  for  I  mention  certain  letters  to 
Peny  which  neither  the  commissioners  nor 
tile  generals  [dare  or]  rhoose  to  lay  beforethe 
Assembly  :  1  had,  however,  their  lr>tivr  to  men- 
tion the  nihir  io  England :  and  if  Perry  prints 
my  letter  it  will  be  only  a  little  premature,  for 
it  cannot  be  long  concealed.    Before  I  close 
this  part  of  my  letter,  I  would  add  in  confirm- 
ationofmy  opinion,  that  Prussia  will  be  the 
ttify  flf  France ;  the  news  we  have  received,  that 
the  empreis  of  Rnma  is  in  concert  with  the 
empe  or  tn  take  Silesia — w  that  th^  hing  of 
Prustia  mill  be  the  dmMe  dupe.    Fm  Me  also, 
that,  if  this  be  true  a  e,  hy  our  treat i/,  arc  drawn 
in  to  his  support :  what  then  ought  to  be  our 
eondndt  in  the  preunt  inttancef — Instead  of 
hecomint  through  Hrussia,  by  such  an  obliauity^ 
the  allt/  iif  Frnnc?,  why  not  be  a  principal,  and 
in  lite  prtscnl  ca»e  a  generous  one.    We  stand 
yet  on  a  pinnade  with  respect  lo  French  opi- 
nion— why  do  we  not  profit  of  it  ?  but,  if  n  t 
dOf  is  thee  not  danger  that  both  j^ngland  and 
Pruttia  become  republia  aha  9 

"  I  w.is  a  whole  week  in  returning  home, : 
which  1  djd  exactly  through  the  very  march 
of  the  enemy,  and  Ibund  the  country  m  such  a 
state  (»t  inconvenience,  bad  roads,  broken 
bridge-,  iS:c.  rithcr  than  devastation,  thnt  we 
xoiiiti  nut  move  sometimes  more  than  a  post- 
which  i»  5  miles  English,  in  three  hours  ana 
half;  !nil  it  wa-^  in. possible  to  miss  ovir  way, 
tor  ha4  we  been  blind  our  sense  of  smelling^ 
would  hanre  directed  us,  for  the  carcases  oT 
horses  or  men  presented  themselves  literally 
at  every  step  we  took  ;  in  one  day's  journey, 
which  did  not  consist  of  but  between  20  and 
SO  miles,  we  counted,  of  horses  only,  at  least 
2,000;  and  the  arms  a  n  ! !( :rv  of  nu  noh'n  Mlr  l 
themselves  whenever  we  took  Xlie  trouble  uf 
looking  into  the  ditches,  where  the;^  lay  but 
half-biirird.  There  is  no  complaint  of  the 
Prussians  anv  where,  but  the  Hessians,  the 
Austrians.and  the  emigrants,  were  everj*  where 
jobbers ;.tb<  l  i-t  add<3  cnieKy  to  their  depre- 
datioDS,  and  they  now  SMffer  not  only  in  their 

*  Our  sfmeft      their  arKfew  aver  if. 
Vi  i^Jk then  *nllc9  sgpMT  ii. 


Tfiid  qf  Wmam  SfoM  CM 

execution  here,  for  thefe  wert  ids  yotmr  gen- 
tlemen beheaded  yesterday  in  Paris, Wall 
the  inisonc*  thnt  human  bcin«;s  rnn  MifW 
where  they  arc  assembled,  bevuud  Uit  frua- 
tiers.   Another  law  was  passed  against  them 
yesterday,  viz.  that  thor^c  wlio  arp,  -Am]  ha»e 
been  emigrants,  without  being  id  arms,  sinll 
be  banished  France  for  ever,  and  their  csMei 
confis  atr  d  :  this  has  the  appearance  of  h  iT»h- 
ness,  but  it  is  well  known,  that  those  vbo 
have  not  taken  arms  ha%'e  been  of  thetwodw 
most  dangerous :  and  lite  nation  is  roouoted 
so  high  at  present  iliat  she  fears  nothing  Wt 
talk  of  an  erpcdttion  tutu  Upain  ;  and  as  ut 
have  not  found  it  neeenary  to  fire  see  cawm 
in  taking  Sm  t.y,  A-'  ''",  f'i>.:  SiCti  roait  i^hntry  ^4 
the  king  ofiiordiniat  and  probably  by  tku  tm 
the  ieland  of  Sardinia  Uietf,  wtith  G*sm,lf 
Montesquieu*s  army,  we  skull  be  at  full  U- 
berty  to  proceed  to  "Rome,  end  offer  li^ytn 
the  Italians;    for    there   is    no  niisct^icf 
of  which  these  MaraeHIois   are  not  at- 
pable  ;  and  their  nresent  whim  is,  to  bring  tti* 
pope  and  the  carainals  prisoners  to  l:*ant^lt 
was  the  Marsellois  who  executed  tiw  ie«di^ 
tion  of  the  10th  August ;  the  Marseillois  who 
have  chiefly  at  their  own  expense  made  tte 
expedition  against  Nice ;  it  is  these  gentleawa 
who  are  going  in  search  of  the  Pope,  vliftt 
part  of  them,  [the  Marseillois,*]  are  comf  t9 
Paris,  as  a  guard  to  the  Conrentioo,  to  dits- 
tise  tne  insnlence  of  the  F^rbiant,  wludi  ii 
become  less  necessary  since  the  decree  of  3^ 
cusation  is  passed  against  that  wretch  Msn^ 
whose  wickedness  w  aa  inooasprehemiUe  it 
it  is  great,  for  it  is  impossilde  to  know  whit 
motives  jn'ide  liim,  as  his  cht^r^rtrr  in  oth<r 
respects  is  far  troiii  being  a  bad  one.  I  ma 
some  little  risk  from  the  mnraer  in  whieb  1 
spoke  of  them  al  the  time  they  were  in  p<n»er, 
and  so  did  many  others,  but  it  wst  neoetwj 
•I  that  thne  for  those  who  did  not  wiib  Is 
see  the  public  affairs  go  to  ruin  to  stand  ^ :t-!i 
and  oppose  their  progress.     T  left  Paris  fcr  a 
fortnight,  and  chaugcd  my  dwelling  on  isj 
return,  but  now  there  is  not  the  shadow  ofai 
apprehension,  for  some  parts  nf  tho^e  lettert^ 
It  not  the  whole,  fU'e  translated  into  Frendi 
and  published  in  thdr  Journals.  If  yw  Nw 
those  papers  by  you  pr.iv  kr  rp  them,  .iiid  sf« 
how  my  predictions  will  turnout.  IfyousbovM 
chance  to  sec  Dr.  Priestly,  tell  htm  I  bawn^ 
ced.  his  letter,  which  I  will  answrrafter  sorae 
little  consideration  ;  it  is  neither  Mr.  Fnocois 
nor  even  Habaut,  that  should  be  the  rechie- 
ieurs  of  attch  a  plan,  lor  reasons  I  wtQ  infMl 
the  Dr.    I  should  recommend  such  a  mant^ 
La  Source,  who  is  a  Pri>testanl  miniMcr,  sod 
not  the  worse  for  bcinv  an  Uaitaran ;  hmt  d 
this  more  at  another  twne.    We  join  in  o« 
love  and  remembmpcas^  &c.  yours,  attectioa- 
ately,  •«  I.  H.  Stows.' 


Mr.  Attorney  Gen/iraL—Ms.  DunJ  i%  ^ 
your  Mdaij^UMiwtiaveiyfttlJj  c:i^td  ai^ 
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public  business,  is  here,  and  is,  on  that  ao 
oouat,  very  desirous,  if  he  is  to  be  examined, 
that  he  may  be  exitniinrfl  now.^ — The  only 
question  I, have  to  put  tu  him  is,  whether  any 
■pipUcfttMiM  mtn  made  to  him  by  Mr.  BtOMf 
or  any  person  on  his  acrount,  in  consequence 
ot  the  advice  your  Jordihip  heard  yesterday, 
IMS  ipma  hwn. 

Mr.  Secjeant  Adair. — There  certainly  was 
■ot.  You  need  not  trouble  Mr.  Dundu  to 
prove  thai. 

[No.  40,  read.] 

«  Paris,  mh  Nov,  ITW. 
''DMrbfolber;  IbelietetlMt  Inentkmed 

to  you,  that  on  Sunday  sennight,  we  had  a 
dinner  to  celebrate  the  Frencli  virtorif>s,  ^r; 
•  and  that  an  address  was  to  be  presented  to 
the  Assembly— 'tiwl  is  to  be  done  this  mom- 
ine — I  was  chn«irn  pre  ■^ident,  orator,         l  iit 
I  nave  decline<i  boih,  lor  the  reason  that  you 
hint  at,  and  liM*  olbeie  also.    Yesterday  I 
dined  at  sir  If  Dhprt  Smith's,  with  Kcrsaint, 
a  leading  man  iu  the  Assembly — he  purposes, 
after  the  address  has  been  presented,  to  make 
comments  on  the  fraternity  we  offer,  and  to 
move  for  some  more  substantial  mark  of"  the 
wishes  of  the  French,  towards  a  more  friendly 
Intercourse,  by  offering  to  join  in  the  civiliza- 
tion of  A  trii^u,  ill  tlie  mode  which  wc  have  al- 
ready deternuued  on  in  the  settlement  of 
Sierra  Lsooe^Ht  observes,  that  as  this  es- 
tablishmenl  is  an  act  of  the  people  and  not  of 
*  government— as  it  is  undertaken  from  motives 
of  humanitv,  and  of  benefit  to  the  human 
taoe,  no  jealousies  can  arise,  and  no  suspicions 
of  enrroichmcnt,  Mnce  the   French  would 
adoptyour  plan,  sufier  it  tu  be  coikiucted  under 
jroiR'  auspices--slMfinG:  equally  in  the  expense 
and.  it"  nrrrvsary,  providmg  more  force  al  a 
raiucii  clieaper  rate  than  it  is  possible  to  afford 
from  Ei^^iand.  He  bad  advised  %nt^  me  on 
the  subject ;  but  I  am  so  totally  ignorant  of 
the  situation  of  the  colony,  and  of  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  proprietors,  titiat  1  could  give  no 
answer  to  hift  observations— it  appears  to  me, 
on  the  %vhole,  an  a  h  :tntagcous  ofter  for  the  so- 
ciely,  and  may  tend  to  ^rther  its  views;  so 
far  as  iu  views  are  confined  to  the  abolitioo 
ofthc!^lave  trade,  and  the  civili  /ation  of  the 
inhabitants,    if  it  be  a  good  that  this  trade  he 
abolished,  and  that  Amca  be  civili/cd,  the 
power  that  will  be  dSeiad  if  the  Assemblvcon- 
cede,  mriy  be  immeni^o  ; — and,  probably,  in 
proporiiou  to  the  extent  of  the  civilization 
may  be  the  extent  of  the  profits,  regarding 
the  affair  in  a  view  more  near  and  intn foiling, 
loour  mercantile  feehnn. 

1  give  you  this  oaruast  information  that 
you  may,  by  whalofw  mains  you  think  pro- 
per, advise  with  any  person,  Mr.  Thornton, 
or  some  other  niorecoiivcr!>anton  the  subject, 
than  he  probably  is,  what  the  dfeetof  such 
a  junction  would  ■  raid  ifit  shonid  be  found 
liighly  advantageous  to  the  society,  supposioE 
tiwtAeRnndiiisblveooit,  wenldiiwitlia 
pntimtUk  tft/aOm  m.mim  abam^  since 


'  they  ma^  arise  to  a  considerable  premium  ? 
Kersaint  mforms  roe  that  we  have  sufland 
some  disasters  there. — I  have  heard  of  none ; 
but  if  such  should  be  the  case,  shares  may  be 
knr,  I  will  join  with  you  in  the  profit  or  tlm 

{ lo^?,  and  so  fiir  as  information  can  i^ivc  any 
advantage,  I  can  ^ply  it  from  hence  better 
tlian  an  V  other,  as  ifMui  a  junction  or  scheme 
talces  place,  I  should  be  more  in  the  secret 
than  any  one  else.  It  is  too  much  yet  in  em- 
brio  to  come  to  any  dttcrniiualiun,  but  you 
nayfvefHUW,  by  previous  information,  tolaioa 
your  advantages,  and  I  will  be  obliged  to  you 
tog^ve  me  immediatdly,  whatever  mfonna^ 
tion  you  can  from  the  offiee  of  tBs  society  res* 

pcrting  its  affiirs  ;  and  ifMr.  Thornton  should 
think  well  of  Kersaiut's  propoeitiou,  he  will 
be  able  to  order  you  all  that  sluill  be  neces- 
sary on  the  subject ;  if  I  take  some  trouble  in 
this  business  it  may  pij  wdl,  and  not  iuodv 
the  other. 

"  I  will  write  yau  to-m(HTOwv  if  Kersaint 

makes  his  motion^  and  what  success  it  has« 
if  he  does  not,  and  if  such  a  junciioQ  should 
be  thought  servieeable,  by  giving  hnn  »rfm 
documents,  he  will  be  ready  at  any  time,  as 
he  has  had  the  project  for  some  time  in  hi? 
head.  1  would  uot  wisli  vou,  therefore,  to 
delay  a  post  if  you  can  help  it— I  have  bmd* 
tioned,  tlvdt  as  the  establishment  is  no  act 
of  goverumeut,  but  of  a  society  oi  the  peopto 
only,  no  uabra^ean  be  taken,  that  anotmtc 
society  in  France,  should  on  similar  motives 
oi  huraauity  and  policy,  join  in  the  under- 
takins.  The  differewe  probably  would  be 
that  the  society  here  woum  receive  the  mc^ 
effective  support  from  the  executive  power,  to 
carry  any  plan  of  humanity  iuto  execution^ — 
what  probabiy  wa  could  not  proaira  from  the 
Kngli:>h  govarament,  unless  at  a  vaiy  baavy 
expense. 

"  We  are  much  in  the  same  state  of  aoi- 

pense  and  anxiety  here,  respecting  the  inten- 
tions of  the  English,  and  what  is  go'm^  on 
there,  as  you  rcprebeul  yourselves  to  tiave 
been,  respecting  Dumourier,  of  whose  pro- 
gress through  Urnsseh  tow  ards  Lic::^e,of  whiclfc 
Fie  is  DOW  m  posdcssiou,  you  are  by  this  timn 
infbnned.  Neither  Aosiriant  or  Pnissiana 
can  stand  against  us;  and  it  is  impossible  to 
know  when  we  shall  say,  let  us  go  no  further. 
Our  anxiety  arise*  about  UoUand — we  find 
Auckland?*  ktttr  aery  «%,  md  tuch  at  m 
Dutchman  can  kelp  rffrtttrr^,  unhit  he  be  a 
verif  slave — though  it  u  (kternuntd  lo  opca  the 
Scheldt  if  <^  BnOmaen  mi$k  tf— yef  His  d§~ 
termined  to  keep  clear  of  any  inicrfcrcncc  in  ihc 
domestic  affairs  of  Holland ;  and  though  the 
FrsNcA  kime  declared  that  any  people^  withing 
to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  sltnmy,  mtll  find  m 

them  allies  and  a^tststanfn — no  ffction  of  that 
people,  either  in  towns  or  dutrictt,  can  be  paid 
any  aittntims  to  ;  #Am,  Kersaint  telt*  wm,  wtm 

resolved  on  in  the  diplomatic  annmittee  ye^ter- 
day,  and  as,  thcrejore,  not  vet  mads  pubUc, 
mSth»Mmiam^ii  wu,  MaaKrssAt 

H^I^C^^        ^^ff^^^t^  ^UMl^p  ^^frpi© 
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HtMltwrf,  in!  Momgin^  to      wUk  a  ierritory 

^jacent,  have  smt  ihcir  zcishex  of  affiliation 
ipUkthe  frovincttaireudij  conquered  or  reieasedf 
mti^tmeakMtimoid  ginmg  any  o^ence^  y pc»- 
mbUf  lo  England;  and  though  it  it  likely  that 
an  infurrectim  will  soon  take  place  in  Holland, 
as  tiicrc  are  no  Frutsians  nou?  to  prevent,  they 
wUibtimhU  tO^ert  all  they  aish^  without  any 
^ our  assistance.  This  k  tk*  tmufof  tktmii^ 
4tad  to  Urike  the  blow, 

'  «Iliopc  Ibat  by  tbis-tiiMyoii  hmtflltled 

something  finally  with  Oliver,  though  he  ad- 
vises roe  Dot  tu  bafcten  the  purchase,  as  little 
eaa  be  done  till  spring.  I  menUoaed  tovou 
tbat  I  b»d  nifitien  to  Dr.  C.  aboutDf:  H.  of 
course  von  will  acH'isc  tO!jether. 

'*  i  have  now  taken  a  part  of  a  bouM  which 
I  imist  fitroisb-'I  will  tte  obligod  t0  m  to 
send  over  immcdialcly  aU  my  linen,  by  the 
wagffon  which  goes  hrom  Piccadilly ;  and  will 
thuuc  you  to  let  me  know,  or  desire  Mary  to 
imte,  what  other  thb^  I  have  that  can  be 
sent — such  as  plate,  china,  &c.  Fart  of  the 
furniiure  in  the  house  I  take  at  an  apprauc- 
■Mnt  My  books,  fMut,  at  least,  cncoBM  by 
a  Rouen  trader :  the  pictures  must  remain 
with  you.  1  will  tend  to  London,  and  buy  a 
WillbratinacbasI  afaidlwaii^  as  it  can  be 
eot  there  at  least  6  per  Cfot  dieaper  than 
here,  and  without  any  commission.  If  in  the 
course  ut  business  any  iieavy  goods,  such  as 
RX)n,  &c»  lead*  ftc  are  sent  from  London, 
specific  njn-erments  must  be  made  kix  landill^ 
toem  at  Fans,  for  Miss  Williams  has  paid 
mar  S5t  for  two  ton  of  goods,  or,  I  beheve, 
not  above  one  ton,  and  this  for  want  uf  taking 
suftident  caution  in  London.  I  paid  also  half 
the  value  of  the  Sal.  Ammon.  for  freig^iit  and 
duty,  indeed,  which  I  have  not  yet  mpoaed 
of ;  and  I  mention  this  now,  lest  it  may  es- 
cape me  when  it  would  be  n^essary  to  take 
the  caution. 

"  We  have  no  news  of  anyimporlance.  The 
MttemMy  decreed,  yesterday ^  that  Savoy  thould 
^Mn  the  department,  under  the  name  of 
Mmi  Blsac;  om  it  ti  tuppoted  that  the  fleet, 
or  (irmy  rafher,  isby  thit  time  at  Rfrrne  ;  Nuplrs, 
and  SicUyJ'allof  course — the  greatest  conitcmu- 
hon  prtvmUi  throughout  Qvmany,  though  the 
^f.ucral  revolutim  timt  wm  ofiiudmm  not 
yU  take  place. 

**\  shall  write  in  continuation  re^>ecting 
ttem  Leooe^  to-owitow,  ifanytfaiogooeors. 
Tom  most  affee^.  X.  H.  fcovc. 

«  Ur.  StoDc, 
**  Rutland  Place,  Thames  Slrect." 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — The  extract  of  thi* 
iMtar  ia  titrenia|y  short,  as  given  in  avidcnce, 
and  it  Is  an  extract  of  part  of  the  first  sentence. 

Your  lordship  will  recollect  that  in  the 
course  uf  yesterday  I  iatunated  that  there 
nij^hfe-lM  iva'i'a  wliicli  Bada  it^drffenk  Ibr 
me  to  produce  a  letter  on  the  part  of  the  pro- 
sccutioo.  I  have  no  dijicttlty  in  ssiyiaK  that 
mi  vnAMiioad  la  ba  wiMan  in 
mtmummm  ofwfaidiHcoiiki 


tJM 


not  be  brought  foirwatd,  i 

was  \v  iihdrnwn  ;  I  am  now  enabled  to  ctfei  \a 
your  lordship  the  lelier  of  Mr.  bloue  the  pri- 
soner, wbloii  ia  dsAsd  fSam  Cdi  af  April  1793, 
it  is  addressed  to  Mr.  Pitt,  and  your  kinkMi^ 
will  find  from  it  \  ihink,  that  the  extract; ar« 
extracts  of  ktlers  ot  which  the  originals  Mrere 
not  produced — your  lordship  will  fimd  frvjmtfas 
introduction  of  it,  that  it  is  obvii  ns  that  Mr. 
Pitt  had  expr«Hed  htmseii  not  saushed  wtiii 
the  geaaral  inlbmation  which  was  given ;  ha 
theo'enters  into  somewlial  rnure  of  parUoilar 
information,  more  expressly  with  ref  pect  to 
a  proposition  that  had  been  communicated  by 
his  brother  when  in  England,  as  to  a  dcaocM 
near  the  mclropoli?,  and  a  descent  in  the 
North,  With  a  view  to  de&troy  the  coUierics; 
and  tmn  he  expressly  uadartakcs,  tbm  if  hjf 
any  means  he  has  any  farther  information,  he 
will  mast  aasurcdiy  immediatdjr  coauuuoi* 
oats  It* 

Mr.  Serjeant  J^btr^We  irliiMo  Mr  Bi 

kom  that  confidence. 

Mr.  Thoiaat  called. 

Mr.  Attorney/  General.— -looV.  at  that  leUer, 
[No.  S&l  ?— This  appears  to  be  Mr.  WiUiaai 
bloiia^  ModMirritins. 

[No.  S5,  read.] 

"Sir; — Since  1  liiii]  the  houourof  waitiaj 
on  vou,  reflectiiii;  on  the  obsenratioa  ym 
made  of  my  broUicr's  luformation  being  very 
general,  it  has  occurred  to  me  to  be  pro|ier  is 
lalate  a  cwifranation  I  bad  with  baa  vbsa 
he  \v;is  in  England,  on  the  business  of  the 
Sierra  Leone  colony,  and  what  tbllowed  ia 
consequence.  He  then  spoke  of  diflercal 
plans  whieh  be  had  heard  hinted  at,  wcaaaa 
rupture  with  this  country  should  take  pbc^. 
and  the  manner  in  whicti  they  purposed  10 
effieet  tbem,  bnt  as  there  waia  Iban  hops% 
thrit  no  such  rvent  would  hnpprn,  no  furlhrt 
notice  was  taken  of  it,  otherwise^  tJbaa  that 
he  dMNrid  eertesnly  inlonn  ma  mm  tiaa  Is 
time  of  what  came  to  his  knowledae. 

"  Soon  after  hi?  return,  the  proTaaflity  of 
hostihties  brcamt:  uiurc  apparent;  and  ha 
then  Wfota,  that  he  could  not  by  the  pMt 
write  more  pnrticuhrly  than,  that  it  wm 
highly  probably  what  he  had  told  am  wonld 
be  attempted.  I  iwwnadiaUi|y  coanOMBkaaai 
this  letter  to  one  of  the  BauK  Director?,  »n»! 
also  informed  him  what  those  plans  were:  I 
also  gave  the  informatioa  lo  a  ceatlciziaa 
whom  I  supposed  to  be  in  halMts  m  comaiw 
nicalion  with  adminiMration.and  gave  him  the 
letter  with  00  other  restricuoo,  than  that  iw 
was  to  nake  ina  uf  it  eooidaBtiall^  t  bawe^, 
on  receiving  thi  information  sjrim  in  his  k-t- 
tcr  uf  the  lath  ult.  I  thought  it  incumbent  «o 
me  to  communicate  it  immediately  myself. 

**  One  of  these  plans  was,  toaMtSipt  a  da- 
acent  on  this  country,  at  the  tame  tmc,  ia 
two  different  places,  the  one  as  near  to  tba 
metropolis  as  possible,  making  that  the : 
alMcu  «d  iha  «ihA  athaliailb^  «l 
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view  to  dartroyiliaBrifciim,tuuiiMiig<Mai 

as  a  nuMt  inportant  branch  of  trade,  and  as 
the  greatest  oursery  fur  seamen.  As  th<»e 
were  then  their  ideas,  'tis  probable  the  same 
may  now  CDgige  mm,  it  Hm  plai  is  per- 
listed  in. 

^  If  by  aoy  means  I  have  6irther  inforoMr 
tion,  I  ihaH  awet  e— iiediy  baiDcdititycow- 

niunicate  it ;  I  have,  sir,  independent  of  other 
considecations,  too  great  a  stake  in  the  com* 
merce  of  this  country,  to  be  indifiereot  as  to 
its  welfare — (I  may  presume  the  giving  em- 
ploy to  seldom  less  than  ten  thousand  tons  of 
shipping,  and  contributing  annually  hfty 
tbmuand  peiiads»  to  die  coetoros,  in  one 
branch  of  trade,  and  that  the  produce  of  this 
country  (coals),  will  entilie  me  to  say  thus 
■Mich),  end  eertoinly  ilmdd  atller 
ment  withhold  anj  aMmUHM  i 
wsential. 

"  As  yovi,  sir,  expressed  your  readiness  of 
eMcndiDg  to  any  infill  ilkiii  widcb  mieht 
tend  more  cfl'eciually  to  remove  the  prejuoice 
which  seemed  to  obtain  in  your  mino,  on  my 
Iwoihef't  conduct  Ml  PMis  $  i  hsoe  lelnn  leivc 
to  encbse  to  you  some  of  bis  letters,  which 
will  show  the  real  cause  of  his  residine  there ; 
•od  also  extracts  from  some  of  his  other  let- 
Usn,  friiich  will  I  trust  evince  the  truth  of  my 
assertion  :  that  that  conduct  had  been  by  no 
means  inimical  lo  the  interests  of  this  country, 
but  very  nch  the  reveraey  and  perhaps  I 
mieht  urge  strongly,  the  circumstance  of  his 
iinoertakiflg  the  matter  of  the  Sierra  Leone 
oolony  as  an  inrtMBce^  be  bcving  engaged  in 
it,  in  the  hope,  that  such  an  intercourse  of 
good  offices,  might  lay  the  foundation  of 
more  important  ones:  and  this  at  his  own 
wpeiiae^  without  any,  the  noil  fKataat  idea 
of  remuneration ;  by  the  extracts  you  will, 
sir,  perceive  the  means  he  bad  of  informap 
tioOfts  abo  the  use  be  mtdeof  H;  oodhis 
letters  on  the  French  nation,  which  appeared 
in  the  English  papers,  would  suibciently 
evince  the  freedom  with  which  he  spoke  ol' 
their  proceedings,  to  this  be  alludes. 

At  this  time,  I  cannot  but  feel  anxious 
for  his  situation,  on  account  of  the  bill  bow 
before  the  House— dl  oonaiHiiflirtiea 
is  stopped,  it  is  vcrj-  possible  he  may  offend 
antost  this  bilL  without  aoy  knowledge  of 
tne  ofienaa,  or  iti  consequences.  He  was, 
when  I  last  heard  from  him,  about  coneindiBg 
the  purchase  ot  the  premises  for  the  manu- 
iKiory,  which  has  so  long  engaged  him,  and 
1m  muf  have  to  comfieteit,  after  the  act  takes 
place,  unless  the  communication  is  ^^n 
opened,  w^as  that  the  knowledge  of  it  may 

ULnivany  further  explanation  is  necessary, 
or  ir  you  arc  desirous  of  my  waiting  on  you 
aoain,  I  will  attend  you  at  any  time  you  may 
ffMnttoaiipoiDt  IlimtbehoMar  to  be, 
m,  suMiranetlMniUoMnmit, 

.  W.  Stows. 

«R«tlMd  Pbee,  Thamee-atraet, 
<*  Moodngr  atb  Apol^imi'' 


tfp.t.  AotlM  iMIttt  may  be  nf  idrtfeil* 

ance  in  the  business,  I  would  request  toliaw 
them  returned  as  soon  as  convenient,  and 
would  beg  to  repeat  my  wish  of  their  coDtentl 
and  the  extracts  nottriBspiriug." 

Addressed  under  cover  to  Mr.  I'iit. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — It  was  in  eonse- 

aucnce  of  the  postscript  that  I  could  not  pro- 
uce  that  letter,  till  these  gentlennenwithdlrew 
tliat  confidence— here  is  a  letter  of  April  the 
IMh,  179S,  which  was  the  day  belbre  Mr. 
Pflt%*1eiter  of  the  Idth;  wMeh  I  tbiak  It 
usticc  to  Mr.  Stone  to  read,  because  it  cori- 
tains  a  repetition  of  that  offer  contained  hi  tfao 
close  of  the  last  letter.  ••oi 
To  Mr.  Thomat  Hill.— hook  at  that  httit 
[No.  S6.]  believe  it  lo  be  Mr.  Sloiie^t 
hand-writing, 

[No.  36,  read.] 

**  Sir ; — I  bad  the  honour  of  addressing  you 
on  the  tlhiaet  and  twnwnkting  soie  \mlm 

and  extracts;  I  have  now  taken  leave toOHMl 
Soi  those  letters*  if  tbey  have  been  peiund, 
and  beg  to  koi«r  If  I  may  expect  any  answer, 
or  if  it  is  your  desire  that  I  should  wait  on 
you,  to  ^ivc  any  explanation  to  what  I  haw 
commumcated.   1  have  the  honour  to  be, 


W. 

"  Rutland  Place,  Thamea-street, 

^AfiilMtb,  ITM." 
Addraned  under  cover  to  Ifr*  HIL 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— Tim  Ict^  ef  Hit 
tcth  of  Aprily  bc&ia  read,  waaaaanmrto 

this  letter. 

Oliver  Carlton,  esq.  called  again.— Examined 
bj  Mr.  Lam. 

Please  to  look  at  these  papers  [No.  24,  No. 
25,  No.  SO,  No.  31,],  where  (lid  vou  find 
them  ?— In  Hyde's  cofiee-bouse,  Dame-stree^ 

Dublin. 

In  whose  apartment  there?— >71tolfttei^ 

verend  William  Jackson's. 

Was  it  at  the  same  time  as  you  made  the 
seizure  of  his  papers?— It  was  at  Ibe  time  I 

took  him. 

Was  any  person  with  you  then?— Te9— 
Mr.  Atkinson. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  ill  bed  at  thai  time^  I  be* 
licvc  ? — He  was. 

Your  were  present  I  believe  with  Mr.  Carl- 
ton, at  the  time  these  papers  were  seiied,  at 
Mr.  Jackson's  lodgings  at  Hyda'a  Coffee- 
house ? — I  was. 

ticM/y  ManU^  ^wom^EMOUOod  Iqr  Mr. 


You  were,  I  belief^  a  cMto  Mr. 

the  prisoner? — I  was. 

Look  at  this  paper  [No.  39],  whose  hand- 
writing is  it?— 1  cannot  sav,  I  tUnk  it  is 
Gallim. 


n 
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mi}     36  OBORGB  UI. 

WhAmmOtXimi}—A  clerk  to  tfr.  Stdne. 

Were  you  acquninted  with  his  maoner  of 
mhiugf  —  I  have  seen  ium  write  several 
tinMi. 

Do  you  believe  that  paper  to  be  the  hud* 
writing  of  Galliers    4  do. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair, — shall  atdNnit  to  your 
lordship  that  this  is  not  evidence. 

Mr.  Garrotp.— WcshowitwasfDundinMr. 
Jacksou'b  pui>i»e&sion. 

Lord  Kenyan. — Slate  how  thu  is  evidence. 

Mr.  f ;''if  r;j;r,-- Ttijt  thr  paper  is  cvulcnce 
to  be  read,  oubudy  will  di^ubt,  because  it  was 
one  of  Mr.  Jackson's  papers. 

Lord  Kenyon. — Why  is  it  evidence  to  be 
read  ?  because  I  am  not  sure  tliat  you  do  not 
take  that  fur  ccrtaia  which  rtroaiuii  to  be 
proved. 

Mr.  I  will  ^tate  how  I  humbly 

conceive  this  paper  to  be  evidence.  We  have 
thready  given  evidenee  admissible  and  fit  to 

CO  to  the  jury,  to  show  ihat  a  conspiracy  for 
tnc  trcasoaable  purposes  alleged  in  this  in- 
dictment existed  between  the  prisoner  and 
William  Jackson  and  othen;  tluit  in  the 
course  of  tliat  conspiracy  thf-re  was  a  corr*?- 
spondenoe  upon  the  subject  ui  tliat  conspi- 
racy; that  certain  papers  passed  from  Mr. 
Jackson  to  Mr.  Stone  upon  the  subject  of  tliat 
conuiracjf;  and  certain  others,  some  in  the 
Iian<l>writnig  of  Mr.  Stone,  and  aome  in  the 
hand-writing  of  other  persons,  were  forwarded 
by  him  from  this  country  to  Mr.  Jackson. 

Lord  Kenyan. — If  you  will  prove  this  was 
Bent  by  him,  that  removes  all  objections. 

Mr.  Garrnw. — Your  lordsiiip  knows  there 
are  divers  wavs  by  which  any  fact  may  be 
proved;  the  met  of  its  being  delivered  over 
ny  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  is  the  best  mode 
of  proving  it,  bv  a  witness  who  saw  it  dcli- 
veied ;  but  I  submit  that  there  is  another  me- 
dium by  which  it  may  be  proved ;  in  this  way, 
that  a  person  who  might  have  been  ordpred  by 
the  prisoner  U>  write  »l  (we  do  not  say  thai  he 
was)  that  a  person  who  was  in  the  habit  of 
writiniz;  papers  for  the  prisoner,  has  writun 
this  paper,  and  that  a  paper  so  written  upon 
the  salject  of  the  conspiracy  it  found  in  the 
possession  of  one  of  the  conspirators,  in 
company  with  other  paper?   wliich  form 
branches  of  the  same  conspiracy  ;  it  is  merely 
a  copy  of  Mr.  Smith's  letter. 

Lord  Kenyon.^K  it  contains  in  it  a  copy  of 
Mr.  Smith's  lottery  that  puts  it  m  a  very  dii- 
ftrent  posture. 

Mr.  Ef  »A»?«r. — Still  we  must  only  take  care 
of  this,  that  the  hand-wriling  of  Mr.  (lallicrs 
IS  by  no  means  received  as  evidence  that  this 
aame  from  Mr.  Stone. 

Lord  Kenyan. — ^Ihe  hand-writing  of  OnU 
Iters,  as  at  present  advised,  i  should  think 
would  not  make  it  evidence. 

Mr.  Gerrw^Wa  nsver  meant  to  coBtend 
it  would. 

littd  JCMjioa^Widi  this  additional  circum- 
stance, it  wtm  to  me  to  have  ggi  lid  of  the 
objettioa.  • 


Tnd  ^Mmm^one  Jim 

Mr.  Erskine. — Mr.  William  BmaAk  delivers 
a  paper  to  Mr.  Stone,  which  is  proved  as  a 
fact  m  the  course  of  the  cauiie.  Any  «oa«  of 
that  paper,  no  matter  in  whose  faand>wnini^ 

being  found  iu  tlie  possession  of  Mr.  Jacksoo. 
is  a  strong  presumption  undoubtedly  that  ihM 
paper,  so  found,  came  fiwtt  the  defendaot, 
Mr.  Stone,  inasmuch  as  there  is  proof  in  thi 
cause  that  that  very  paper  was  delivered  ts 
Mr.  Stone;  but  it  does  not  ans€  fromGaUies 
hand-writklg. 

Mr.  GarroTC  to  Jl.  Manlry. — Do  yxxi 
iieve  that  paper  j^iSo.       lo  be  UalUer'a  wtA- 
iog^^I  dow 

\V  h  i  c  h  Mr.  Gallieis  was  darit  lo  Mr.  Slwl 

— Yes. 

Was  Mr.  Galliers  ever  in  Ireland  ? 
Mr.  Serjeant  Adair.—Ux,  fislHafS  himwIT 

may  be  called  to  that. 

Mr.  Carrow  to  ii.  Manlof. — Look  at  Lbese 
papers.  Whose  hand^witting  do  you  beliefe 
thcrn  to  be  ?~Th^ appear  tame  lo  be Gd^ 
hers  hand-wriliiw, 

Mr.  Sei3e»Dt.iiSbir.--Now  I  seethe  rcascro 
why  this  evidence  was  attempted  to  be  feat 
connected  with  that  pa}>er,  which  unqueitioil* 
ably  IS  admissible  evidence  ni  the  case,  and 
it  now  leads  to  that  which  shows  the  danpr 
of  admitting  cvidrnce  of  that  description  al 
all.  I  have  looked  at  the  papers  witik  which  1 
have  been  favoured,  and  they  appear  now  i» 
be  the  hand-writing  of  another  person ;  a 
living  person,  who  might  be  called  as  a  wit- 
ness;  they  are  now,  und»  the  p 
proving  that  peston  lo  be  a  clerk  or  Mr.  Sleae. 
^oinf^  tfj  offer  a  paper,  of  which  not  one  tirilt 
IS  evidence  to  connect  this  paper  with  Mi; 
Slono. 

Lord  Kenyan. — Yon  need  not  labour  ib» 
point  till  i  iiear  some  grounds  gtvea  why  it 
should  be  received. 

Mr.  Garrtm^Ifit  has  been  supposed  for  s 
moment  that  we  imagined  tb:tt  the  haud- 
writing  of  a  clerk  of  any  gcuUemaa  can  at  att 
make  that  hand-writing  evidence  agaaoil  a 
person,  by  whom,  in  ordinary,  proper,  laudi- 
pie  and  leg^  transactions  he  was  employed, 
it  lias  been  totally  mistaken,  we  had  no  such 
conception,  and  never  meant  to  ofier  this  m 
any  such  view;  but  we  humbly  submit,  that 
even  witliout  the  mifuducliua  of  the  last 
paper,  whickit  ia  clearly  admittedfaovideao^ 
but  slill  more  slronsrly  after  that  paper  baa 
been  read,  as  it  is  now  taken  to  have  beoo^ 
tbb  paper  is  clearly  evidence;  I  tmiat 
the  liberty  of  adverting  to  two  or  three  setw 
tcnces  uttered  upon  the  subject  of  other  pa,* 
pers.  We  have  given  evidence  thai  ^  coa$pi« 
racy  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  that  treasoa 
which  is  allcgeu  against  the  prisoner  in  thi« 
Midictment,  subsisted  between  htm  and  JmlL- 
son,  and  other  pcrawis,  and  that  a  part  of  that 
coospir.KV  and  Ircascn  wis  to  It  r  dccit^I  i>js 
communications  m  wnliug,  a&  Lu  ilic  j^ii^ta  of 
the  politics  of  this  country,  and  uf  Irciaad, 
and  the  probabUitjf  of  certam  princtplea  bdnc 
brooilit  t»  mlaa^  If  thft  flMM»«C  mm 
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Mniniuniaitions.  We  have  louad  amongst 
ihef«|Mn«f  one  of  these  eoatpirators,  cer- 
tain papers,  which  by  other  parts  ot  tho  proof 
it  is  perfectly  clear,  went  froai  this  prisoner, 
flome  being  in  his  htnd-writing,  otbm  being 
copies  of  pajiers  which  arc  proved  to  have 
heen  commuDicated  to  him,  and  which  appear 
by  other  parts  ©f  the  proof  to  have  been  com- 
municated by  him  to  Jackson ;  and  we  now 
find,  for  I  lay  out  of  the  case  entirety  th-\\  this 
is  GalUers  baod-wriling,  I  do  not  tlunk  it 

lielps  my  argument  at  all  

Mr.  Justice  Grofc. — I  understood  that  was 
Ihe  (Question  put^whelher  it  was  GalUers  band- 
ivriung. 

Mr.  Garrow. —  But  I  do  not  think  that  ne- 
cessarj*  at  all,  it  is  an  ingredient  in  the  case; 
it  is  not  certainly  so  strong,  or  anv  thing  Hke 
it,  as  if  in  the  hand>writing  of  the  prisoner, 
but  is  it  not  evidence  6t  in  c;o  to  the  jury, 
from  whence,  coupled  wtih  all  the  rest,  it 
ii  fit  to  infer  thai  this  was  sent  by  the  pri- 
ioner. 

Mr.  Justice  Grote. — It  is  suspicious  -when 
Tou  will  not  call  the  man  who  is  known  to 
bave  written  it 

Mr.  Frskine.'-'And  he  is  not  in  their  list  of 
ivitnesses. 

Mr.  Justice  Ome.—l  know  that. 

Mr.  White. — My  lord,  I  never  Ik  arfl  a  word 
about  Galliers  till  this  young  nutu  told  oie  oi 
him  yesterday. 

Lord  K^nyon.— Before  the  evidence  is  ad- 
mitted in  a  cavr  of  this  kind,  one  s  mind  must 
be  convinced  iliul  nought  to  be  received.  I 
^ink  ther»is  too  much  doubt  in  this  case  for 
me  to  say  that  this  ought  to  he  received  in 
evidence.  The  question  dwidcd  yesterday  I 
liave  since  revolved  m  my  nind  as  well  as  I 
can,  and  I  have  consulted  the  ca«^e  of  lord 
Lovat,  and  other  cases,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  evidence  was  properly  admitted. 

Mr.  Garrow.— Then  we  lead  it  as  a  paper 
found  at  Mr.  Jackson's. 

Lord  Kenyan.— Thsit  is  going  rather  farther 
than  I  thank  die  rales  of  evidence  ought 
to  go.  lam  of  opinion  that  the  acts  of  Mr. 
Jackson  in  the  prosecution  of  the  conspiracy 
of  which  there  is  evidenee  between  bim  and 
Mr.  Stone  may  be  given  in  evidence,  but  at 
present  it  rests  to  be  made  out  that  this  paper 
was  adopted  by  Jackson ;  it  might  l>e  a  paper 
cfficiouuy  ana  impudently  sent  to  him  by 
other  people,  and  in  such  a  ca^c  one  is  not  to 
press  aa  inference.  In  conversation  I  slwuld 
not  scruple  to  say  what  I  believed,  but  I  will 
not,  sitting  in  judgment,  express  mfrrcnces 
upon  what  I  thmk  not  legal  €vid«;:ncc. 

Mr.  Justice  Gro$e, — Whenever  you  bring 
cvidenee  for  the  purpose  of  provine  a  fact, 

Sitt  must  give  the  best  evidence.  The  fact 
tended  to  be  proved  to  the  jury,  is.  that  this 
came  from  Mr.  Stone,  written  oy  bis  order. 
Who  is  the  best  evidence  to  prove  that  ?•  why 
the  man  who  wrote  ix,  in  this  and  in  every 
case,  whether  the  matter  be  criminal  or  civil. 
In  many  cases  we  doidnit  evidence  that  is 

you  UV, 


not  the  best,  because  better  evideme  is  not  to 
be  produced. 

Mr.  Justice  Lnrrrfnce. — There  is  no  diffier- 
ence  between  civil  and  criminal  eases  as  to 
evUeuue ;  whatever  is  proper  eeideoee  re  one 
case,  is  in  tbc  f  i!.'  r.  Witfi  respect  to  crimi- 
nal cases,  it  there  is  any  doubt,  one  would 
lean  in  favour  of  a  defendant,  for  the  reason 
mentioned  by  my  lord  yesterday,  because  that 
is  not  to  be  ^ct  n^ht  afterwards.  There  1$  no 
evidence  that  this  was  written  by  the  direc- 
tions of  Mr.  Stone  unless  ^on  connect  it  with 
the  antecedent  letter  which  had  copied  in  it 
Mr.  Sinitii's  letter,  how  can  this  be  evidence 
only  ( I  pott  this  gnnind,beeaiise  Mr.  Stone  has 
employed  him  to  write  one  letter,  therefore 
you  must  suppose  him  to  Imve  employed  him 
to  write  the  other  ?  1  iiai  ts  going  too  lar  when 
Galliers  is  alive,  and  micbt,  if  prop^  note 
hecn  givea,  have  oeenealied  to  prove 
that  tact.* 

Mr.  Oerrwv  to  If.  Mtndey.^ljock  at 

this  pa|)cr  [No.  31.3  whose  band-writing  do 
you  beheve  that  to  be  ?— This  is  my  own. 

By  whose  d'u'ections  did  you  write  that  pa- 
per?—Very  often  I  used  to  have  letters  to 
copy  for  Mr.  S(onc,  and  it  is  most  likely  that 
1  had  It  in  tliat  way  ;  I  do  not  remember  the 
time  when  I  did  write  it. 

You  were  in  the  habit  a'=~  ;i  rli  rk  to  Mr. 
Stone,  of  copying  papers,  which  he  |^ve  you 
to  copy?— Yes. 

Look  at  the  paper  and  say,  to  the  best  of 
your  recollection  and  belief,  by  whose  direc- 
tion yuu  wrote  itl' — I  suppose  it  must  be 
Mr.  Stone  gave  it  me;  iknow  no  other 
way. 

Uid  you  ever  write  a  paner  of  that  import, 
by  the  dtreetkm  of  anv  other  person    No ; 

not  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Is  the  answer  you  gave  me,  tnat,  to  the  best 
of  your  beliel,  you  wrote  that  by  the  (Urection 
of  Mr.  Stone  ?->Yes ;  1  never  copied  any  but 
by  the  direction  of  Mr.  Stone. 

Did  you  write  it  upon  your  own  motion  ? — 
No. 

And,tlirrcforr,  vnu  believe  you  wroleit  hf 
the  direction  oi  Mr.  Stone? — Yes. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General. ^f^O.  99  isadtt^i«> 
cate  of  Mr.  Smith's  paper.   No.  31.  is  adiip« 

licate  of  Mr.  Vau£;han's  paper. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair.  —  I  hty  may  be  put 
into  Court,  they  need  not  be  read. 

Lord  Kt-ffi/'Mi.— The  jury  will  understand, 
that  these  papers  which  were  found  m  Mr. 
Jackson's  lod^ines,  are  copies  of  the  opinions 
of  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Vaiighan,  respecting 
the  attairs  of  this  kingdom  comrounirritrd  by 
the  prisuuer  to  Mr.  Jackson,  in  Ircl;uid.  *> 

[No.  29.] 

"  Dear  su*,— 1  was  a  ffiod  deal  sorprised 
the  other  day  at  the  degree  of  credit  which 

vou  appeared  to  give  to  the  rumour  of  a 
^Vencb  invasion  ?  out  as  1  loaow  many  are  of 
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war  OPidioD,     nniiffaMmslAcI  to'  W 

I  feel  (lesinnis  of  stating  to  you  the  reasons 
why  I  cannot  buldiftic^d  any  Micb  appw- 
heosions. 

"  In  the  first  place  nothing  anpflaa  to  flto 
more  clear  than  that  those  wno  are  now  at 
the  head  of  aHairs  in  France  are  too  wise  to 
totke  auoh  en  tttoropt,  ivHbecite  prospect  of 

spme  nr)vantage  adenn  itc  to  the  risk  which 
nuiat  he  incurred  by  both  the  army  and  the 
fleel  employed  in  the  service ;  and  thisadvan^ 
tage  I  should  think  must  be  something  more 
than  merely  the  bitrnine  a  few  towns  and  viU 
lACes  (suppa&iug  cv«n  Uiat  to  be  accomplish^ 
MK  or  tM  creation  eP  »  temporary  elerm. 
From  general  history  ten,  and  vrt  more 
airoogiy  from  their  own  recent  experience, 
WKiM.  they  be  awiare  of  the  diffienlty  of  e  bos-' 
tile  army's  making  any  lasting  impression  on 
a  people  unwilling  to  receive  them,  iind  espe- 
ciallyon  an  island  in  possession  of  a  superior 
aavy^and  which  can  at  any  time  call  other 
fleets  to  its  a'^sistTnce. — H  all  this  be  true  it.  i"? 
scarcely  reasonable  to  expect  such  attempt, 
wdeaa  the  ^reneh  flatter  themeelvea  wtth  flie 
hopes  ofcu-opcralion  on  this  side — an  expec- 
tation as  Jar  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  ittill  less 
likely  to  be  realized  than  even  that  of  success 
without  it.— That  numbtts  here  are  disgusted 
with  the  \wkr  I  have  no  r»^n'.on  to  doubt,  hut 
BO  ^mploms  have  yet  appeared  of  anv  gene- 
lal  disapprobatioD  of  government,  on  the  eon* 
%ary  tnmislers  srrm  to  have  been  successful 
in  raising  a  strun|;  spirit  of  attachment  to 
eecry  branch,  I  nu^ht  almost  say  to  every 
abuse  of  the  constitution,  nor  do  I  think  it 
possible  for  any  mm  who  impartially  views 
the  stale  of  things  and  ot  parties  in  this  coun- 
try, to  eipeetmny^  other  dtoet  from  an  invft. 
sion,  than  an  almost  universal  rising  of  the 
]»eo|^le  to  detend  themselves  a^iost  mo  at- 
tonpt  which  thejr  would  oonsider  as  levelled 
at  their  constitution  and  hberty,  and  which 
they  would  therefore  exerrate  and  resist  as 
Buiofa  as  the  I'reuch  diii  the  duke  of  Bruns- 
wick's irruption.  Much  has  been  said  of  the 
JffOgTess  of  French  principles  here,  if  by 
this  be  meant  no  more  than  that  at  ooe  time 
the  Opinion  was  rapidly  spreading  of  the 
JE'lvooch  Revolution  having  a  favoDr a!>lc  aspect 
on  the  happiness  of  Europe  and  of  mankind, 
I  firmly  believe  it — and  I  believe  also,  that  a 
pretty  general  pertittsiun  alio  prevailed  of 
th^  <»xij.tence  of  such  abuses  in  our  own  go- 
vcrumcut  as  required  a  refmrmation  speedv 
•Qd  efibctaai*-paftly  however  from  natural 
causes,  anc!  partly  from  artifice,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  these  opinions  have  much  de- 
creased both  In  forceand  in  extent ;  and  that 
though  the  tide  may  turn,  yet  that  it  is  not 
hy  an  iriva«.i'.n  thrst  such  a  rrvnlutinn  wo^ild 
be  brvugtil  about  — Weahouki  only  wrap  our 
«idalt  tighter  around  na,  Kkt  the  men  In  the 
storm,  and  refuse  evrr^-  offer  nf  fralernlly, 
which  eaaaa  in  ao<}aestionabie  a  ^lope* 

 '     "  ig  for  peace,  andlbhiMng 


ou%  tiMklateJ  with  the  view  of  eaaBpewdf 

the  people,  and  of  rendering  them  more  tt> 
earnest  ibr  the  war,  I  should  be  very  det«- 
nas  of  stating  publicly  in  padiaaettt,  everf 
idea  I  have  here  comdiunicated  to  you,  if  1 
did  not  know  that  my  p^eneral  attarhmcnt  to 
the  cause  of  liberty  and  the  satiS'lacUon  whkh 
I  have  repeatedly  expressed  aft  Uie  qvei^wow 
of  dr-pnti^m  in  France,  havp  rendered  me  ton 
very  considerable  degree  obnoxious,  and  ea* 
pose  my  seHtintoots  to  naawpwientotfitt  d 
the  most  invidieae  hind;'* 

[No.5t.] 

Cxehuive  of  positive  information  of  tfa* 

temper  of  the  country,  it  may  km  known 
by  people  at  a  distance  by  the  following 


*'  1  here  are  no  petitions  against  the  war. 

"  There  are  cotirtly  verdicts  g^ven  bj  juricv 
with  few  cweptiotts. 

**  There  are  no  rodra,  thcu^^h  nnieh  db- 
trrss. 

^  There  is  much  readiness  to  enlist  as 
soldiers. 

"  There  is  much  quietness  In  bebi^  im- 
pressed on  the  part  of  seamen. 

"  The  votes  of  parliament  are  nearly  una- 
nimous, though  the  parliament  has  run 
through  half  its  length,  .inrl  the  menil-cr?  of 
the  Ilotise  of  Commons  look  t9  their  re* 
election. 

The  stability  of  lord  Chatbau  conthmo 

in  defiance  of  all  his  nedects. 

**  Terror  pervades  tnc  friends  of  liberty, 
who  vrould  soon  show  e  diftcrent  appc^i:  „  \ . 
if  they  were  cotmteoaneed  by  the  mi|ion^  of 
the  people. 

«  The  temper  oTCngiand  is  hi  favor  of  6ke 
first  French  revolution,  but  not  of  ilic  ^ccon  *. 
However,  on  the  whole,  it  shows  symptoms 
of  being  adverse  to  the  present  situatjon  of 
the  WAR,  not  from  disliking  its  princinlcs^  bm 
from  seeing  little  profit  in  it.  At  the  *ame 
time  that  they  thtnk  its  main  object  uoartaio- 
able  fnamcly,  the  overthrow  or  tiie  prcscsl 
Frencn  sy«tt  nt),  they  would  be  more  earnest 
for  peace,  had  thev  cither  suffered  enough,  ot 
did  they  think  tne  present  French  ^oTctt*- 
ment  sincerely  disposed  to  peace. 

"  There  arc  many  persons  attached  to  the 
pnncij^Ies  of  the  French  revolution  in  Exig> 
land,  if  they  are  reckoned  nunwrieaffy,  but 
they  arc  as  nothini;  romparcd  to  the  trreat 
mass  of  the  people  who  are  inih«poscd  to 
tfiem. 

"  In  Scotland  the  proportion  of  democrats 
is  increasing,  but  they  are  as  yet  bat  •  snail 

minority. 

**  Ireland  will  foDowlliedeaoetacsrorabd^ 

hnH,  ry.ch  nf  these  countrif*;  <v  -nts  time  or.H* 
to  convince  itself  in  its  own  waj^  but  it  wiil 
not  be  convinced  "by  n  Fkvnch  invanon. 

"  If  France  were  to  invade  England,  r^cry 
man  would  turn  out  from  good  will  or  from 
fear,  and  the  few  who  are  discontented  would 
be  i|iielled  widi  eii^  w  tlw  ftcsdi  <ittK8i 
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iMMbgrlAMqrvUe  in  the  ChMBf  4e Mm, 
or  the  diaftfifldBd  ktoljf  bf  4b0  ciiniiniifnMf>i 
in  Alaace. 

Tliert  could  W  Int  om  Hm  «r  fiooAut 

Ibiglisbinen  to  pursue,  should  the  cnwlry 

invaded — they  uuist  defend  it. 

**  Wan  being  but  the  ineaos  of  attaining 
'fMMr  Bud  l^e  weU  meaning  amonc  the  sub- 
jects of  the  confftlerates  being  tola  that  the 
i'rench  are  so  adverse  to  peace,  or  ask  such 
pfdiniliMri^  that  it  is  In  vain  to  trwt  wilb 
them,  it  would  be  higlily  useful  if  France  de- 
clared, after  any  new  juoceaaeg  which  sh« 
hereafter  obtain, 

"  lier  avcrakm  to  mWfMltl, 

**  Her  disposition  to  peace, 

**  Uer  dwire  that  other  nations  should  go- 


II.  aim. 


"  Her  determination  of  changing  the  system, 
if  the  war  against  her  is  ccffitioued.  And  it 
Itottld  be  useful  also  if  every  ceovenient  op- 
fwrtuuity  were  taken  of  declaring  that  her 
present  government  is  revoKitionary,  and  that 
the  constitution  ot  June  last  will  be  acted 
«poB  al  the  peade,  and  also  if  she  declared 
hm  regret  at  the  necessity  of  using  harsh 
raeasuKS,  and  now  and  then  employed  |^hi- 
lMiH^<opic  bn^age,  wMebhasanestoniifauig 
effect  in  pacifying  the  2aifithf  tod  indeed  in 
pacifying  Europe. 

**  It  would  tend  much  to  conciliate  the 
Biindt  of  the  English,  were  the  Convention 
to  decree  the  liberation  of  all  the  English  now 
in  a  state  ot  arrest,  unaccused  of  crimes,  and 
veslorihg  to  titem  their  property,  at  the  tame 
time  allowing  them  to  leave  the  CflHBtiytvllh- 
ux  a  certain  space  of  time. 

**  It  would  tend  also  mnch  to  create  an 
f  ewi  m  to  the  wv,  were  the  Oenveiition  to 
decree  the  terms  on  whicii  they  would  make 
peace.  This  conduct  would  be  magnanimous 
■Bd  if  Hiegr  did  not  hold  out  temit  extrava> 
gaiit,  the  people  of  this  country  would  not 
hesitate  to  speak  their  aversion  to  a  conti- 
fmeneeofthewar. 

**  It  would  be  very  adviseable  to  have 
copies  of  the  more  important  decrees  and  re- 
pOTts  lodged  at  Havre  1o  come  hither  by 
nentral  vessel^  §»  the  pnvpoee  of  being 
translated." 

Wr.  I^iTc. — We  will  call  Mr.  Carlton  to 
prove  the  hndhig  a  paper  in  Mr.  Jackson's 
cMlody,  and  which  Mr.Coknyne  proved  was 
fiocuMd  by  Mr.  Tone. 

OBper  C»rlt9Hf  eiq.  odM  ngiUD. 

Mr.  Law, — Where  did  you  find  this  paper, 
[No.  S4j?— In  Mr.  Jackson's  apartment. 

[No.  24,  read.] 

"  The  situation  of  Ireland  and  England 
ii  fandnmenully  different  in  this— the  go- 
vernment of  Kn;rl;ind  is  netiomd,  that  of 
Ireland  provincial.  The  interest  of  the  one 
is  the  same  witii  thai  of  the  people,  of  the 
«llMPiUiectly  opposite. 


three  iMii  llie  EsUbKshed  Church,  «li4 
Dissenteny  nd  the  Catholics.   The  first, 
infinitely  the.  smallest  portion,  have  en- 
grossed, bendes  llie  mile  cmich  peiM* 
nage,  nil  the  profits  and  honours  of  the  conn* 
try  exclusively,  and  a  very  great  share  of  the 
landed  property.   They  are  of  course  Aristo- 
crats, adverse  to  any  change,  and  decided 
enemies  of  the  French  Revohiiion.   The  Dis- 
senters, who  are  much  more  numcrotis,  are 
the  meet  entightened  body  of  tbe  netioB) 
they  are  steady  Republicans,  devoted  to  li- 
berty, and  through  all  the  stages  of  the  French 
Bevototion,  have  been  enUiusiastically  at« 
tached  to  it   The  Catholics,  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  are  in  the  lowest  degree  of  ig- 
norance and  want,  ready  for  any  change,  b4^ 
cause  no  chai^  can  mucethem  worse.  TIm 
whole  peasantry  of  Ireland,  the  most  op- 
pressed and  wretched  in  Europe,  may  be  said 
to  be  Catholic  They  have,  within  tneee  tw0 
yean,   received  a  degree  of  information, 
and  manifested  a  proportionate  degree  of  dis* 
content  by  various  insurrections,  &c.  Thev  are 
a  bold,  hardy  race,  and  wonld  inake  excellent 
soldiers.   There  is  no  where  a  higher  spirit  of 
ahstociacy,  than  in  all  the  privi^ted  orders^ 
the  tdergy  and  the  gentry  eflinlHitf,  4mm  t* 
the  very  lowest;  to  countervail  which  there 
appears  now  a  spirit  rising  in  the  people 
which  never  existed  before,  but  which  is 
spreading  most  n^ly,  as  appears  by  the  De> 
fenders  as  they  are  called,  and  other  instir- 
gents.   if  the  people  of  Ireland  be  4,500,000u 
ae  it  leeme  pmWble  they  are,  theEslabUaliM 
Church  may  be  reckoned  at  4.*iO,000;  the 
Dissenters  at  900,000;   the  Catholics  at 
3,150,000.   The  prtyudices  of  £i»land  are 
adverse  to  the  FraMil  nation,  MMt  whaV- 
ever  form  of  government.   It  seems  idle  to 
suppose  the  present  rancour  a^inst  the 
Pr«ich  is  owing  merely  to  that  berog  repuli^ 
licans ;  it  has  been  cherished  by  the  manners 
of  four  centuries,  and  aggrayatra  by  continual 
I  wsrs.  It  is  morally  certain  tiwl  tmj  invasion 
of  England  would  onite  all  ranks,  in  opposi* 
tion  to  the  invaders:  in  Ireland,  a  conquered, 
oppressed  and  insulted  country,  the  name  of 
England,  and  her  power,  is  universally  odieai^ 
save  with  those  who  have  an  interest  in 
maintaining  it;  a  body,  however,  formidable 
only  from  situation  and  properly;  hot  wbM^ 
the  first  convulsion  would  level  in  the  dust; 
on  the  contrary,  the  great  bulk  of  the  people 
would  be  ready  to  throw  off  the  yoke  in  tnis 
eountiy,  if  they  saw  any  Ibrce  sufficient^ 
s^ng  to  resort  to  for  defence,  until  arrange- 
ments could  be  made.    1  he  dissenters  are 
enemiesto  the  English  power,  from  reaeenasd 
from  reflection.  The  Catholics  from  a  hatred 
of  the  English  name.   In  a  word,  thenreju* 
dices  of  one  country  are  directly  adyerso 
of  the  other^  directly  favourable  to'  an  invar 
sion.    The  government  of  Ireland  is  only  to 
be  looked  upon  as  a  government  ot  force. 
TiaiiiiBiit  nenperior fence  appears,  it  would 
tumble  at  oooe,  aaMblhMllMf  iwrtti  ift 
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the  interests,  nor  the  affections  of  the 
people.  It  may  be  said  the  people  of  Ireland 
abow  no^luicai  exertion.  In  the  iirst  piaco 
publk  spirit  is  completely  depressed  by  the 
recent  prosecutions  of  several,  theCouvention 
act— rtbe  Gunpowder  bill,  ike.  Sec.  Declara- 
tions of  govstmnent,  or  (NurliameBlaiy  unam- 
mity,  or  declarations  of  grand  juries,  all  pro- 
ceeding from  aristocrats,  whose  interest  is  ad- 
verse to  thai  ot  liie  people,  and  who  think 
such  conduct  necessary  for  their  security,  are 
no  obstacle — thewei^htof  such  men  falls  in  the 
general  welfare,  and  their  own  tenantry  and 
dependants  would  desert  and  turn  against 
them.  The  people  have  no  way  of  expressing 
their  discontents  civHUer^  which  is  at  the 
same  time  greatly  aggravated  by  those  mea- 
sures,  and  theyMie»  on  the  other  hand,  in 
that  senii-b  iib^irous  state,  ^vhich  is  of  all 
others  the  best  adapted  fur  tuakiug  war.  The 
spirit  of  Ireland  etanot  therefore  be  ealeulated 
pom  newspaper  publication?,  coimty  meet- 
lags,  &c.  at  which  the  gentry  only  meet, 
tod  speak  for  themselves ;  they  are  so  situated 
that  they  have  but  one  way  left  to  make  their 
seutHnrnti  known,  and  that  i«,hv  war.  The 
churcli  estiibllshmealand  tithes  arc  very  severe 

frievances,  and  have  been  the  cause  of  mim- 
crless  local  insurrections;  in  a  word,  f  um 
reason,  reflexion,  iuteits^  prejudice, the  sotrit 
9f  change,  the  misery  of  the  great  bulk  ot  the 
nation,  and  above  ull,  the  hatred  of  the  Eng- 
lish name,  resulting  from  the  tyranny  of  near 
yeven  centuries,  there  seems  little  doubt  but 
an  invasion  in  sufSct.  force  would  be  sup- 
ported by  the  people  ;  tlirrr  is  srnrrrly  aiiy 
ariuy  in  the  country, and  the  inihtia,  the  bulk 
of  wlioni  are  CtethoUcs,  would,  to  a  monl  cer- 
tainty,  refuse  to  act,  if  they  saw  such  a  Ibrce, 
as  they  could  look  to  for  support." 

Xioac  Dejoncaurt,  e-^q.  called  again.— £ia- 

luincd  bv  Mr.  L(ut\ 

iiiat  paper  in  your  liaud  purports  to  be  a 
copy  of  the  leeord  of  the  conviction  of  the 
late  Mr.  Jackson,  lor  the  crime  of  hi2;h  trea- 
son ;  did  you  examine  that  with  the  record  t 
did,  in  the  proper  office  in  Dublin,  exa- 
nine  it  with  the  record. 

And  that  is  an  oxaf  t  copy  ? — It  U. 

Mr.  AVf/ciite.— is  il  u  iinal  record,  and  tiu: 
judgment  upon  it  I 

lJ%ere  wa$  the following  note  of  file  bottom : 

— '*  the  prisoner  died  in  court  |»efbre 

judgment  was  given."] 

-  Mr.  X^w.— -There  is  n  rf  cord  of  t!ie  verdict. 

Lord  Kenyon.—' I iiiii  will  nui  do,  il  is  a  i 
Viiysiogularcase. 

Mr.  iMTr.  I>f  cs  your  lordship  think  it 
cannot  be  i&ccived  as  evidence  of  the  verdict? 

Mfr  Omm.—'pm  is  a  record  of  all  that 
^5iscd  up  to  the  time. 

Lord  Km^iu — But  I  do  not  knoiv  judki- 
allv  what  became  of  that  verdict. 

Mr.  Xa».— Were  you  in  4»iiri«b«i  Mr. 

JMfcaonjdiDdl— i  wn^Do^ 


Mr.  Lam. — Here  is  a  letter,  written  by 
Cokayne»  by  the  order  of  Mr.  iaduaa  [tta^ 

26  J. 

Mr.  Attorney  Geaarsl^This  is  a  lelMr 

signed  Thomas  Popkins;  and  which  isapp^ 
reutly,  from  its  contents,  an  answer  to  a 
letter  of  the  11th  of  April;  which  iaaletttr 

signed   Bercsford,  in  the  hand-writing  of 

Hurford  Sione. — I  thought  it  had  been  prored. 

Mr  Serjeant  Jrfair. — It  is  a  ielter  WUloai 
Stone  never  saw. 

Mr.  A.'ttirtift/  Oc?ifrn!  — If   voTir  ]r-,:<i>)hip 

wUi  penml  me  to  prove  il  when  Mr.  LukayxM 
comes 

Mr.  Sergeant  yi(/aMV->-I  have  HO  n^jodMi 
to  take  it  as  proved. 

Mr.  Justice  LamreiM,  There  was  another 
person,  I  believe,  who  spoiw  %0  Jadjotfs 
hand-writ|pg  ? 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair. — ^This  is  slated  to  be 
written  by  Blr.  Cokayne  by  the  directwi  if 
Jackson. 

(To  Mr.  Dc/oncourt.J^Did  you  slop  that 
in  the  Post  office  in  Irrihnd?— I  did. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  am  happy  to  ia» 
form  your  lordsliip,  that  I  shall  finish  mjOMi 
here  on  the  part  of  tlie  prosecution. 

Lord  Kenyan. — Do  you  consent  to  the 
reading  this,  when  .Mr.  Cukaynchas  proved  it? 

Mr.  Krsktnc. — We  wish  it  to  be  read  nowj 
but  it  is  not  to  be  comideittd  as  evidence,  un- 
less Mr.  Cokeyne  conea  to  prove  it 

[No.Stf,read.] 

«  Dubkm,  t4ih  Afr9. 

"Sir; — You  are  recpiestcd  to  sec  Mr. 
Madgctt  directly,  and  inform  bim  that  Uus 
evening  two  papers  eontaining  the  npinien  ef 
llic  tiT-^t  cuun!>el  in  this  kingdom,  relative  t» 
his  family  law-suit,  are  sent  oti  to  him  by  tiw 
post  Mrs.  Mad^ett's  friend  has  been  wholly 
occupied  since  his  arrival  here  in  obtaining 
those  opinions,  attending  different  consnlta- 
tiuus,  and  coUectiog  what  is  now  scot  as  a 
real  case  in  point.  Your  brother-  in-law,  with 
whom  the  frien  l  of  ^^ul2;elt  h  i-  l.jil  fVcqacot 
conferences,  approves  tiie  opinions  aeiU,  as 
containing  the  opinions  of  ell  good  wmA  hesMat 
lawyers  on  the  subject.  Madgett  may,  there*- 
fore,  proceed  for  the  recovery  of  his  fam-'^ 
lurtuue,  by  hostile  or  pautic  means,  as  he  ^tyi 
his  friendb  think  proper.  1  am.  Sir,  yam 
bumble  servant,  Tbomas  Popkiju 

"  N.  13.  Your  brother-in-law  ha*  writtes 
to  your  wife,  in  order  lu  lind  out  the  sex  «f 
your  child.  I  am  told  that  it  b  every  fine 
ho\\  the  picture  of  his  fallicr^  toonil  In  every 
part  jfxcept  the  brain. 
*<  A.  M.  Beresford, 

*'  Chez  f^otirr.ird,  ;ind  Co. 
Bazil,  Switzerland." 

DrirxFC. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair. — May  it  please  your 
lordship—gentlemen  of  the  Jury—Voo  are 
called  upQ%  on  the  pfneot  occasion,  to  d** 
iEhi^|»OQeM  the  mukmpu^tai^  «M«fte 
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«t  swM,  OM  of  Um  MMt  Meied  diilits, 

that  can  rest  upon  men  in  civilized  society. 
In  your  bauds  are  entni«itcd.  the  maintenance 
ajui  Mipport  of  the  jiiat  iuws  uf  the  country  in 
wiiiBb  we  live  uu  one  band,  and  the  protec- 
tion of  the  lives,  the  liberties,  the  honour, 
and  the  tortuaes  ot  your  leliow  subjects,  on 
U»  other.  The  fsle  of  the  tmlbrliiDate  sen- 
tienian  at  the  bar  is  now  in  your  hands.  You 
are,  to-day,  to  pronounce  upon  that  -fate. 
Uaforlunate,  from  the  situation  m  whfdi  he 
stands,  I  must  necessarily  call  bim,  because 
every  man,  whether  guilty  or  innocent,  is  to 
a  d^ree  unfortunate,  who  btauil^  before  an 
awfiu  tribunal  of  bb  country,  charged  with  a 
crime  of  the  n;reatr5t  magnitude  agaiiil  society 
vbich  any  individual  can  commit,  aiid  ari- 
mn^Dg,  at  the  perU  of  his  life,  al  ter  a  period 
of  near  two  years  ha^  been  cmpioycil,  to  pre- 
pare and  arrange  evidence  uLraiubt  hmi  by 
:iO<De  ot  the  ablest  lawyers  in  thit>  kingdom. 
That  such  a  situation  is,  in  itieif,  e&ongb  to 
treigh  down  the  mind  of  any  man,  you  all 
must  feel.  But,  if  that  situation  is  always 
\tiiilbrlttiM*e,  pecufiaity  imfiMrtuoate  indeed  is 
<hai  of  ;\!r.  ''tone,  which  is  distinguished 
tjrom  the  general  case  of  prisoners  wtto  stand 
tinder  similar  charges  at  your  bar,  bv  a  variety 
of  ciicuroilances  ot  hardship,  n^ieb,  though 
I  do  not  mean  to  impute  ttiem  as  matter  of 
blame  to  those  who  have  been  the  autliors  of 
the  proeecotioD*  have  yet  been  circumstances 
of  prrat  lost,  of  ^rvnt  sulVcrinsz,  and  of  gnat 
cruelty,  to  this  uufortunate  geutleman, 

Wblever  nay  be  the  event  of  your  veidtot 
to-day  (of  which  I  can  have  no  doubt  when  I 
recollect  the  evidence  that  has  already  been 
iaid  bctoie  you  ,  aati  for  which  I  feel  no  tar- 
•tber  aDSiety  than  that  which  is  necessarily 
Mmeaed  to  the  situation  in  which  I  stand; 
hoUf  whatever  may  be  the  event  of  that  ver- 
Seif  you  have  no  power,  the  CSourt  has  no 
power,  nor  i-s  there  any  power  upon  earth 
that  can  restore  the  prisoner  to  the  situation 
io  which  he  Mood  on  the  day  before  be  was 
apprehended.  Posse!><ied,  at  that  time,  of  an 
ample  fortune,  of  tmdiminished  credit,  of  nn- 
blcmUbed  reputation,  of  domestic  comlort, 
and  numeffocis  friends,  by  whom  he  was  be> 
loved  and  respcctpd,  lie  has  been,  tor  a  space 
4if  near  two  years,  driven  trom  these  coo- 
jteuooB  and  torn  firooi  his  doneitie  enjoy- 
ments. He  has  become,  from  the  necessary 
.consequences— I  will  say  (without  imputing 
any  intention  of  producing  those  couse^juences 
to  the  parties  by  whom  they  liave  beeo  pro- 
dnccd,  but,  from  the  nere'^^ary  consequences 
of  the  proceedings  a^msl  him  m  this  case) 
lio  has,  firom  those  etreimistaneetof  aflitience, 
romtort,  and  felicity,  in  which  he  stood  till 
the  tuue  when  he  was  apprehended — become 
a  bankrupt  in  fortune,  and  in  character.  His 
character  is  the  only  thing  that  can  be  re- 
stored by  jrour  verdict,  t'nder  a  close  impri- 
sonment for  now  a  year  and  three  quarters,  he 
hm  neotmmij  sustained-  httdships,  whidi^ 
Mte  the  atiaety  of  fail  jBiiid^  ivive  inevit»> 
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nined  his  §uttttj  inpiirsd  hs  healdt, 

destroyed  his  duincsiic  comforts,  and  broke 
down,  with  calamity  and  affliction,  a  tender 
and  affectionate  wife,  the  companion  of  his 
fortunes.  These  are  hardships,  which,'  I  am 
sure,  the  mind  of  wpvy  frelin.:  man  must 
compassionate,  and  whicii  have  been  a  punish- 
ment greatly  more  than  adequate  to  any 
crinn  ,  wliich  can  be  im[  utc cl  to  this  gentle- 
man, short  of  the  fullest  extent  of  the  guilt 
which  is  charged  in  this  indictment.  To  the 
full  eiteot  of  inat,  I  have  no  difficult  in  ngiu 
ine  that  he  has  nothing  to  fear. 

This  is  the  Miuaiioa  m  which  this  unfortu- 
nate gentleman  is  placed.  Ilitllfisv  hisho* 
nour,  the  happiness  of  bis  family,  every  1  hin : 
that  is  valuable  in  this  worU,  every  ihmg 
that  18  dear  Io  the  bueaan  heart,  and  interest- 
iucrto  the  feelings  of  m  m,  are  now  at  your 
disposal.  You  have  been,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  and  as  you  jughl  to  be,  intormed,  on 
the  one  hsnd,  that,  in  cases  where  erisBCS  of 
great  m-ignitude  and  dan^irr  to  the  state,  are 
made  out  by  clear  and  satisiactory  evidence 
in  intention,  es  well  as  in  act,  to  convict  i§  a 
painful  duty  ;  but  it  i>  a  sacred  dtily,  that  at- 
taches, by  the  laws  and  policy  of  the  country, 
on  jurymen.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a 
duty,  not  less  sacred  than  that,  due  to  eveiy 
person  who  stands  charged  with  ,i  crime  that 
adects  Ins  life  and  honour  (a  duty  which  ren- 
ders necessary  the  meet  cautious  and  cireum* 
spect  attention  to  cxcry  circumstance  that 
stiall  be  laid  before  you  m  evidence)  to  guard 
your  minds  against  bein^  misled  by  inge- 
nuity; against  making  indefinite  or  subtle 
constructions  against  the  life  of  your  fellow 
creature.  In  a  case  where  you  have  reason  to 
doubt  (I  hope  I  shatt  even  be  ahle  to  remove 
that  doubt),  but,  in  a  caw;  where  you  have 
even  reason  to  doubt  of  the  criminal  intenti»m 
of  the  party,  you  ought  to  guard  your  under- 
standings in  the  exercise  of  that  duty;  and  if 
you  should  deliver  a  man,  innocent  in  inten- 
tio/ty  into  the  hands  of  the  CKccutioner,  his 
blood  would  be  upon  3rour  heads.  May  he 
who  is  the  God  if  mercy  and  of  justice,  direct 
your  hearts  and  vour  understandmes  to  form 
that  judgment  which  justice  and  which  nmef 
reqinre. 

Gentlemen,  you  have  heard  very  distinctly, 
very  candidly,  and  very  honourably  stated,  by 
my  learned  mend,  the  attorney-general  Twho 
in  that  has  pursued  the  condort  dictatea  bv 
bis  honourable  mind),  the  nature  oi  the  charge 
against  the  prisoner.  1  do  not  mean  to  enter 
minutely  into  thn  form  of  the  charge,  as  it 
does  not  seem  to  me  that  any  question  is 
likely  to  arise  tipop  the  application  of  the  evi- 
dence to  the  different  counts  of  this  indict- 
ment. The  overt  acts  in  the  indictment, 
whicii  have  been  attempted  to  be  proved 
against  the  prisoner,  eie^  fat  having  confe- 
derated with  two  other  persons,  named  in  the 
indictment,  and  wiili  persons  who  are  not 
named^  Io  supply  intelfigenee  tn  the  fnndM 
of  thttcQuotryy  ^oiDB^I'*'*  At  IhtporpoM 
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<Uf  assisling  those  enemies  in  the  proseailion 
'4»f  that  war,  and  of  inciting,  encouraging,  and 
«6si8ting  those  eoemies  to  make  an  hostile 
invasion  of  the  doninioiis  «f  tliit  eoanl^. 
Gentlemen,  the  crime  is  a  very  heavy  one  in- 
deed ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of 
jUm  crime,  ana  to  the  cettainty  of  the  fninish- 
IMDt  which  mutt  and  which  miflU  to  await 
conviction  for  such  a  crime,  I  have  no  doubt 
«four  cooscicnoei  will  direct  jfcu  to  he  CMitiaMs, 
•ndtostlendwell  to  the  nrooft  ^  which  so 

(I. 


_  ,  a^ebuae  is  supported. 
My  leamea  friend  iias,  with  the  same  can- 
idoHT  K^ich  I  twire  tkmdy  to  justly  aacribed 
to  him,  stated  to  you,  m  the  outset,  that 
wlkich  it  would  have  been  in^  duty  most 
atroB^y  to  ia^»rei8  upon  yourmmda,  if  it  had 
not  been  already  impressed  upon  them  from 
«n  authority  in  every  respect  preferable — 
Crom  an  authority  uf  greater  weight  in  itself, 
in  ra8(>aet  of  abilitiaa  and  duuracter^from  an 
authority  of  much  greater  weight,  when  it 
proceeds  from  the  law  officer  ot  the  crown, 
4iacbarging  his  public  duty  in  the  conduct  of 
jUlia  prosecution — that  you  cannot,  consis- 
tently with  your  duty ;  that  you  cannot,  con- 
sistently with  the  obligations  of  justice ;  that 
you  cannot,  consistent^,naaigr  learned  friend 
truly  and  eloquently  cipresscs  it,  with  the 
feelings  congenial  to  the  breasts  of  an  English 
jury— you  cannot,  whatever  has  fa^en  the  eon- 
duct  of  this  gentleman,  convict  him  of  the 
treason  with  which  he  is  charged,  unless  you 
are  satisfied  of  the  mcked  purpou  of  hk  heart ; 
and  that  the  acts  that  he  did,  and  assisted  in 
doing,  were  done  by  him,  with  a  full  know- 
ledge of  the  dangerous  and  malignant  pur- 
pose  to  which  they  were  directed ;  with  a  do- 
liberate  intention,  in  his  mind,  of  assisting 
,tbe  eoemies,  and  subverting  the  {governments 
oifthat  king,  to  whom  lie  owes  fats  duty  ana 
allegiance. 

Gentlemen,  that  statement,  so  ably,  so 
candidly,  and  so  eloquently  ntude,  at  the  out- 
set of  this  prosecution,  has  relieved  me  from 
those  endeavours  which  it  would  have  been 
fay  duty  to  have  made,  in  order  to  enforce 
jtnat  principle  as  well  as  1  wai  ablet  because 
tarn  confident,  that  that  early  impression  in 
vour  minds,  joined  to  the  feelings  which  my 
Ifearoed  friend  truly  stated  to  be  planted  in 
the  heart  of  every  inhabitant  of  this  happy 
country,  accustomed  to  the  due  and  regular 
administration  oi  justice ;  that  scnlunenl,  and 
thM  feeling,  b  too  deeply  impressed  upon 
'JOnr  mind  to  suffer  mc  to  think  it  necessary 
to  take  up  one  moment  of  your  time  in  en- 
Ibidog  that  principle,  as  I  am  confident  you 
Itnow  yeur  duty,  and  that  yen  will  have  * 
pleasure  in  discharging  it,  to  acquit  the  pri- 
soper,  if,  after  ail  you  have  heard  on  both 
aides,  you  should  remain  dmA^  ot  tke 
tention  with  which  any  of  the  acts  imputed  to 
the  prisoner  have  been  done  j  and  if  ttisyour 
duty,  as  I  trust  it  b,  and  is  I  know  drill 
never  be  denied  by  my  learned  friend  who 
0pp90ef      to  acfuit^thefri/moar.  If  jon 


should  remain  doubtful  of  the  intentian  with 
which  those  acts  were  done,  howmndi  more 
forcibly  will  you  feel  that  duly,  how  much 
mam  will  yoor  honest  breaala  sjoiee  in  the 
performance  of  it,  if  I  satisfy  ymi,  as  I  flatter 
myself  I  shall,  in  the  course  of  the  ob»erv»> 
tioos  I  have  to  make,  and  the  evidewee  that 
it  may  be  necessary  to  lay  l>efore  j*ou  on  the 
part  of  the  orisoper,  that  llMce  is  ns  damM  «t 
those  taffealsDat;  tinl  tbenr  do  notteassin  m 
balance  at  all ;  and,  whedser  his  conduct  has 
been  strictly  prudent,  and  strictly  regular  in 
all  its  points,  oruot,  you  will  Hot  have  a 

that  bm  imnciples  and  ioteoiioiia  <  

became  a  goou  subjet  t. 

You  observe,  gentlemen,  a  great  deal  has 
been  said,  and  neoessarily  said,  in  tbia  conaa; 
and  a  great  deal  has  been  proved  and  nece»> 
sarily  proved,  respecting  the  two  other  pcrsoos 
mentioned  m  this  mdictment  (and  this  is  a 
part  of  the  case  which  will  call  for  your  OMst 
serious  attention,  in  order  to  distmgoiskh  the 
weight  and  eficct  of  the  cadence  vdiicb  has 
been  adduced  before  you) ;  a  great  deal  kai 
been  said,  and  a  great  deal  has  been  proved^ 
respecting  two  other  persona,  not  now  umm 
trial  before  you,  bwause  it  was  necesaanr  tnat 
you  abeuld  be  convinced  that  the  centiieoiBn 
now  upon  trial  fur  his  life,  and  charred 
with  high  treason  in  conspirinf,  wiiii  two 
other  pers<Misdistinetly  named  in' the  indict- 
ment; it  was  necessary  that  you  »l)ould  be 
persuaded,  or  led  to  believe,  by  some  ovidenos 
or  other,  that  these  two  persons,  or  owe  sf 
them,  had  entertained  the  taaitorous  purpo^ea 
charged  in  this  indictment ;   for,  if  that  wm 
not  proved,  this  charge  against  the  priauner 
most  have  fiillen  to  the  ground.    1 1  wws  fer 
that  reason  (and  T  tnist  1  shall  not  be  correct- 
ed by  the  high  autliority  under  which  i  ijieair 
z  that  it  was  ler  that  veaaen  otos) 


in  stating 

that  a  great  deal  of  evidence  has  been  iaiil 
before  you,  with  respect  to  the  conduct  and 
opinions  of  other  persons  than  the  prisooer  ai 
the  bar  ;  a  foundation  has  been  laid  for  that 
evidence,  by  proving  that  the  prisoner  h^d  a 
certain  df^ree  of  connexion  and  intercourse 
wiUi  those  pemns ;  from  which  it  woe  caw- 
t(  nded,  tliat  you  should  be  led  by  the  «  :  ;  > 
body  of  evidence,  to  infer,  in  the  resul',  ittai 
he  was  consenting  to  the  Vaitorona  purposes 
which  wem  imputed  to  those  other  persoika.  1 
belicvel have prcttyrorrectly  stated  around 
and  the  oniy  ground,  upon  which  tiie  Coc*rty 
with  thatattentiellto  jnttico  wfcoch  I  kimm 
we  shall  experience  in  every  stage  of  ibis 
ouisc^  1ms  admitted  a  deal  uf  the 
dense  which  hu  bean  kid  beiare  yoa. 

You  will,  therefore,  (attending  to  the  panjoi 
upon  which  that  evidence  has  been  admititxi 
and  the  purpose  ibr  which  it  has  been  adduc- 
ed) guard  your  mind%  witti  that  caoti 
which  it  is  your  duty  to  guard  them, 
carrying  the  efiect  of  that  evidence  whii^ 
nscMWi  ily  been  laid  beibre  you,  hot 
not  brought  home  personally  tu  ihr  pH 
litftiMCtliiBtUakwnUowsi  or  in  muti 
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Tour  own  common  scnseand  pood  understand- 
ing will  rarnr  It.  So  for  as  the  prisoner  it  not 
prwed  privy  to  it,  and  it  is  not  brought  home 
to  him,  it  is  only  evidence  to  establish  that 
point,  necessarily  to  be  established  in  this 
prosecution.^I  mean,  the  traitorous  inten- 
tentions  and  purposes  of  those  other  persom. 
This  leads  rae  necessarily  to  say  a  word  or 
two 'with  respect  to  both  tnoM  other  peraona. 

The  first  and  most  important  in  this  trans- 
action, is  an  unfortunate  gentleman  (for  guilty 
or  iimoecAi  be  has  certainly  been  nnforttmate, 
of  the  name  of  Jackson  ;  who^e  life  has  fallen 
eventually  a  sacrifice  to  the  crimes  of  which 
he  was  guilty,  or  to  those  which  were  imput- 
ed to  him.  That  gentleman  has  unquestion- 
ably been  prosecuted  in  a  nei<;h!)oiiring  king- 
iiom ;  and  you,  in  common  with  every  body, 
•re  plMsensed— though,  un^er  the  legal  form 
commonly  aflliered  to  in  the  adininistr  ilion  of 
Jostice,  it  is  not  strictly  laid  in  evidence  bc- 
jfere  you,  but  we  all  know  the  fact— that  Mr. 
Jadkson  has  been  convicted  of  high  treason 
ki  Ireland,  and  that  he  is  dtiul. 

Gentlemen,  it  has  been  stated,  and  it  ap- 
pears distinctly  from  the  evidence  tiiat  has 
Been  read  for  the  purpose  of  provingMr.  Jack- 
son a  oonspirator,  which  was  necessary,  as  a 
prdiniiBBty  step,  before  you  conld  met  Mr. 
Stone  at  all  or  conspiring  with  him,  it  has 
been  proved  to  you  what  the  nnture  of  the 
treason  imputed  to  Mr.  Jackson  was.  It  ap- 
pears, from  the  papers  that  have  been  read 
Which  apply  to  Mr.  Jackson  Hettcrs  proved  to 
be  written  by  himself  to  diiferent  j^rsons, 
oontainiog  certain  ftatements  respecting  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  where  be  was  tried  and 
convicted)  that  the  nature  of  the  crime  im- 
puted to  Mr.  Jackson,  beyond  the  possihilily 
of  being  mistaken,  was— 4ind  it  is  a  crime  uii- 
qaestionably  of  the  grcite'it  inriq;riilu(Jc  uixl 
atrocity  that  any  man  can  possibly  commit — a 
deUbeiate  purpose  to  encourage  the  enemies  I 
of  these  kingdoms,  in  a  state  of  actual  war,  to 
make  an  hostile  invasion  of  the  kingdom  of  i 
Iceland,  in  which  he  then  was ;  which  trai- 
turous  and  wicked  purpose,  for  such  roost  un- 
questionably it  was  in  the  highest  degrtT,  he 
endeavoured  to  effect  by  a  representation —  i 
whether  true  or  faIse---(God  raibid  it  should  { 
be  true,  in  the  extent  in  which  he  appears  to 
have  nlade  that  representation)— of  \hr.  likc- 
Kliood  of  success— thatthere  were  many  other 
traitors  besides  himself  in  that  counlry(which 
is  unfortunate  indeed,  if  that  rerrcsentalicin 
be  true)  who  were  likely  to  assist  the  enemies 
ofthetr  country,  should  they  attempt,  with  a 
sufficient  force,  to  effect  a  landiog  in  that 
.  kingdom. 

uentlemen,  that  such  a  representation  was 
likely  to  produce  the  calamitous  effects  in- 
tended, it  IS  impossible  to  deny  ;  tliat  buch  a 
represcnlatiou  could  be  made  in  tlie  manner 
in  which  it  has  appeared  to  be  made  by  Mr. 
Jackson,  to  the  cncmic?  of  this  country,  with 
AtiinnountpurpoUf  it  would  be  extremely  di<fi- 
MlBd<tedft»iiMiDtaiQ.    I  thank  God  that 


A*a]f9s.  fins 

arduous  task  is  not  imposed  upon  me ;  a  task 
which  pahaps  hardfy  any  situation  can  uhe 
a  duty, — that  of  endeavouring  to  impose  upon 
^our  undcrstandio^,  by  attemptang  lonveaa 
NHiocentoonstmetion  to  the  ads  aniopiaioiie 
ttiat  have  been  proved  wilhrcspcct  to  Mr.Jack* 
son;  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  prisoner,  it 
would  beabeavy  task  indeedif  I  were  to  attempt 
any  such  vindication  of  that  tmfiNtunate  man. 
— I  tl>erefore  shall  dbroiss  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Jackson  with  stating  that,  whether  innocent 
or  guilty,  the  crhne Imputed  to  him,  and  the 
crime  supported  in  a  ^rcat  degree  by  the  evi- 
dence that  has  been  adduced  respecting  him« 
was  that  of  persuading,  provoking,  and  enoon* 
raging  an  hostile  invasion  of  his  country,  and 
by  that  means  being  the  probable  instrument 
of  inducing  one  of  tlie  greatest  calamities 
that  can  possibly  happen  to  uy  nation  apon 
earth. 

It  cannot,  gentlemen,  have  escaped  your 
attention,  that  all  the  evidence  in  this  causa 
goes  to  show  that  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Ntone 

nas  been  the  direct  reverse  of  that  of  Mr. 
Jackson.  If  Mr.  Jackson  was  justly  convicted, 
and  I  am  of  opinion  myself  that  he  was  justly 
convicte<l, — it  the  bre.i<^t  of  every  loyal  subject 
should — if  it  were  possible  to  apply  that  tem^ 
in  a  criminal  case,— rejoice  at  a  convictioQ  Ipr. 
a  crime  such  as  I  have  (U'«-cribp(l  to  you,  whtif 
will  be  the  ctVcct  ot  an  address  to  the  human 
understanding,  or  what  the  feelings  of  a  hu- 
man heart  in  a  case  the  reverse  of  this  f  Can  it 
be  inferred  that  a  man  who  is  proved  to  have 

Jursued  a  conduct  the  direct  reverse  of  Mr,, 
aekson's — a  conduct  calculated  to  produeo 
an  effect  diametrically  opposite  to  that  cala- 
mitous effect  of  Mr.  Jackson's  conduct  should 
be  implicated  in  the  same  degree  of  gnilif  aijd 
share  the  same  unhappy /rf/e  with  that  man? 
That  is  a  mode  of  reasoning,  which  I  confess, 
my  understanding  is  altogether  inadec|uate  to 
comprehend.— That  it  should  be,  as  it  s 
crime  of  the  liij;lic?t  magnitude  to  invHo  the 
foreign  enemies  of  the  countr}'  to  an  hostile 
invasion,  to  involve  it  in  blood  and  ruin,  and 
that  it  should  be  a  crime  of  <y«al  magmlmde 
to  do  every  thing  in  a  man's  power  to  prevent 
these  consequences,  will  be  a  doctrine  too 
strange,  and  ioo  absUrd.  for  my  ftiaids  to 
brhv^  home  to  YOur  undcrstandii^  MmI  to 
your  hearts.  That  the  latter  has  been  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Stone,  you  cannot  but  have 
felt.  I  will  make  it  before  we  close,  as  clear 
as;  the  sun  at  noon  day,  that  the  wish  of 
Mr.  Stone's  heart,  and  the  exertions  of  liia 
conduct,  even  in  the  most  imprudent  act  tbst 
has  been  imputed  to  him  in  this  case,  was,  to 
rescue  his  country  from  that  impending  ca- 
lamity, which  an  invasion  imquestionabl^  is, 
whatever  might  betbe  fate  of  that  invasion, 
and  the  ultimate  eonaequences  to  the  inva- 
ders. 

I  win  inako  it  too  clear  to  doubt  fbramo- 

mcnt,  that  the  olijcct  ofMr.  Stone  was,  to  pre- 
vent the  calamity  and  the  horror  which  nuiat 
take  place  whcu  au  enemy  makes  goud  a 
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landing  in  an  island  like  ours,  though  ulti- 
mately the  spirit  and  virtue  ofthenaaon  may 

repel  those  invaders,  and  min  them  in  the  at- 
tempt. However  mischievous  it  might  be  to 
those  who  should  make  that  attempt,  no 
»inan's  mind  would  wish  for  a  moment  to  en- 
courage an  invasion  for  the  sake  of  conquer- 
ing the  inyidera;  no  men  of  humanity,  who 
feU  as  he  ought  to  do«  could  for  a  moment 
hesitate  whether  lie  should  hold  outadecoy  to 
the  enemies  ot  the  country,  by  way  of  leading 
tlisn  into  a  snare,  by  which  means  he  might 
involve  in  blood  and  horror  that  happy  coun- 
try, in  which  no  enemy  has  dared  to  set  his 
fbot  for  centuries ;  no  nan  of  common  sense 
and  reason  could  hesitate  for  a  moment  be- 
tween the  alternative,  if  he  had  it  in  his  power 
to  invite  them  by  a  decoy,  to  expose  his  coun- 
trymen to  the  honor  and .desolatiun  which  is 
the  necessary  consequence  of  an  lioslilc  inva- 
sion, especially  in  a  country  lone  used  to 
peace  and  plenty;  and  where  (though  the 
stern  virtue  of  the  inhabitants  would,  I  have 
no  doubt,  get  the  belter  of  such  an  iova&ion) 
we  have  not  those  fortresses— >we  have  not 
those  great  military  establishments  in  the  in- 
terior ot  the  country,  which  it  is  necessary  for 
self-preservation,  to  keep  up  in  countries  which 
by  their  situation,  are  exposed  to  frequent 
hostile  inva'iions.— The  calamities  therefore 
of  an  invasion,  dreadful  as  the  calamities  of 
war  as  you  see  are  in  other  countries  upon 
the  continent,  would  be  tenfold  in  a  country 
circumstanced  like  this. 

I  believe  I  might  venture  to  go  one  step 
fiwther  in  this  case,  and  not  run  much  hazard 
of  being  deceived  in  my  opinion,  if  I  were  to 
state,  that,  in  the  situation  in  which  France 
was»  at  the  time  of  tliese  transactions  with  ar- 
mies— no  matter  how  forced  into  the  field, 
but  having  armies  staled  lu  amount  lo  a  mil- 
Uoa  or  twelve  huodied  thousand  men— laying 
aude  the  dictates  of  humanity,  which,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  appear  to  have  been  lonj;  laid 
aside  by  the  governors  of  that  couiitrv — it 
would,  I  say,  have  been  worth  the  while  of 
the  leaders  of  that  countr}',  for  the  purpose  of 
advancing  tiutse  ambitious  projects  which  the 
goveniment  of  Fruice  tiien  entertuned,  to  sa- 
crifice forty  or  fifty  thousand  men  to  certain 
destruction,  to  produce  the  miscluef  in  this 
country  which  must  necessarily  arise  Irom  an 
invasion. 

Gentlemen,  after  this  representation,  for 
which  X  appeal  to  your  knowledge  and  to  your 
understandings,  will  it  hereafter  necontended, 
that  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Stone  to  prevent  an  in- 
vasion, were  intended  to  promote  the  success 
of  France,  and  not  to  prevent  the  calamity  of 
England?  That  is  a  proposition  which  it 
would  be  too  difficult  for  any  ingenuity  that 
can  be  exerted  iu  support  of  this  prosecution 
to  Mng  home  to  the  feelings  of  any  man ;  it 
is  a  proposition  so  monstrous,  that,  I  believe, 
if  it  were  necessary  to  support  that  proposi- 
tion, or  to  give  up  the  prosecution,  my  learn- 
ed friends  who  conauct  that  prosecution 
.woiOd  not  hesitate  as  to  the  alteawtive.  J 


Gentlemen,  there  is  aBoHier 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  whom  it  will  be  necesmy  to 
say  a  few  words,  before  I  enter  more  parlic!- 
larly  into  the  circumstances  of  this  case ;  aiid 
that  is  a  person  more  nearly  connected  with 
the  prisoner  a  ^reat  deal  than  Mr.  Jackson 
(what  the  nature  of  the  connexion  between 
Mr.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Slone  was,  it  wiH  te 
hereafter  material  for  you  to  con«.ider") — the 
brother  of  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Johu  Hurford  Stone; 
then,  and  now,  unfortunately  for  this  genlle-> 
man — and  in  my  opinion  (however  I  mzyiii» 
fer  from  Mr.  John  Hvirlbrd  Stone),  unrorto- 
nalely  tur  himself— resident,  and  in  a  creai 
dc^ee,  as  stated  by  the  atteme  v  gc  aeiaide* 
miciled  in  France. 

The  situation  of  that  gentleman  will  be,  lu 
some  degree,  material  fur  your  attention.  It 
has  been  stated,  I  think,  pretty  fully  and  as* 
curately  hy  Mr.  Attorney  General  in  the  open- 
ing, and  IS  still  more  fully  expUioed  by  the 
letters  which  have  tieen  read  m  evidence  en 
the  part  of  the  crown  (and  that  will  ctnarnly 
relieve  me  and  you  from  the  fatigue  and  d&* 
lay  of  producing  a  body  of  evidence,  wbieli  it 
would  have  been  necessary  for  roe  oth(r«tso 
lo  have  laid  before  you)  what  the  rr.il  Miui- 
tionof  Mr.  Iluriord  Stone  in  France  was.  That 
matter  \^  now  so  Hdly  established  by  the  whole 
tenor  of  the  letters  which  have  been  read,  that 
I  need  not  faii^ue  you  with  a  recapitulatiai 
of  the  particubr  expressione  of  them ;  thw 
are  in  so  little  danger  of  being  contradicted 
or  misunderstood,  in  their  general  effect,  that 
I  think  I  may  venture  to  slate  the  result  oi 
that  correspondence,  end  what  the  siMltiHI 
of  John  llurford  Stone  %vas. 

First,  it  will  be  necessary  to  observe  a  Fittli 
upon  what  anpears  to  be  the  eAemeier  eflbii 
gentleman  ;  he  appears  to  be  a  man  of  a  fa* 
vid  imagination,  and  a  restless  miiid,  raifacr 
with  a  turn  inclined  to  speculation  and  theory, 
ready  to  enter  into  any  proiecCs,  and  to  heva 
no  great  objection  to  innovation  ;  this  mc^t 
unquestionably  appears,  from  the  course  vt 
the  correspondence,  to  be  the  outline  of  the 
character  of  that  gentleman  ;  and  his  brother, 
who  (notwithstanding  all  the  mibfurtimes 
which  have  eriioi  from  this  unfbrtunate  in- 
troduction by  Mr.  John  Stone  of  Mr.  Jadb> 
son  to  his  acquaintance)  must  necrssarii  v  .-d- 
Icrtain  the  feelings  which  he  has  alwtv»  nad 
for  his  brother,  ot  a  tender  and  afVec'tjanae 
friendship,  rmist  forgive  mc,  if  I  make  that  re- 
presentation which  appears  to  be  the  fair  re- 
sult of  the  evidence  in  the  cause,  of  the  dk^ 
ractcr  of  .Mr.  Jolua  llurford  Stone — reprcj^rt- 
ing  it  as  one  of  which  I  do  not  uiyjell  feci  aa 
entire  approbation,  and  one  from  which  tag 
opinions  are  known  extremely  to  diascat :  hal 
it  seems  to  me  thai  the  true  character  of  dli 
gentleman  is,  that  he  is  a  man  of  a  femd  aad 
enthusiastic  mind,  fond  of  epwulntion,  mi 
cngaginjg  in  now  enterprises,  and  no  crctav  l» 
innovation.  That  gentleman  foreseesoi^  idMt 
important  consequences,  coanneiM'e*^ ' 
as  poUticily^  BiMt 
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ftnoie  events,  that  .Ihmw  ttken  place  ia  a 

neighbouring  kingdom,  was  led,  partly  by  ai- 
riosi^,  and  part^  specuUlions  m  com- 
inerce,  and  the  hopes  of  ftituK  advantage,  to 
visit  ihut  kingdom,  in  order  to  explore  tlie  si- 
tuation of  it,  and  to  see  whether  there  was  a 
probability  ot  tliat  future  advantage  upon 
which  his  aiod  seems  alwavs  ^isculatiB'ft  by 
lorining  an  establishment  there. 

Unfortunately,  as  I  think  it  was^  for  Mr. 
Stone,  in  that  pursuit  be  believed  biqiseir  to 
Jjavc  been  successful ;  and  it  appeared  to  his 
judgment,  at  the  time  of  his  writing  these  let- 
ters,  that  he  bad  been  able  to  establish,  an- 
terior to  the  time  of  the  transactions  upon 
which  this  trial  has  arisen,  that  he  had  been 
able  to  establish,  as  you  find  distinctly  stated 
ID  oiie  of  btt  letleis,  aod  agreeuig  wkb  Ibe 
neral  tenor  of  his  correspondence,  three  di8> 
tinct  and  flourishing  commercial  and  manu- 
iacUiring  establishments  in  France;  be  had, 
Ihttelbit,  acquired  an  ioterest,  and  a  deep 
one  with  respect  to  properly,  in  the  kingdom 
of  Trance.  The  tcni|)er  ol  mmd  that  I  nave 
dsscribed  to  you,  which  appears  to  roe  from 
the  result  of  this  evidence  to  be  the  character- 
istic of  that  gentleman,  bad  also  made  him  an 
ea^  prey  to  those  unlwppy  deluMons,  under 
wbipn  goilty  men  have  introduced  the  greatest 
calami  lies  that  have  desolated  the  earth,  and 
by  whicli  many  innocent  and  virtuous  men 
bsve  been  deluded. 

The  temper  of  Mr.  John  Stone's  mind  left 
tiim  an  easy  prey  to  those  delusions,  and  there- 
fore  yum  fioo  bim  in  the  utuattion  of  an  entbu- 
siastie  speculative  man,  pledged  by  property 
and  connected  by  interest  with  France,  and 
led  by  the  temper  of  his  mind  to  fancy,  and  to 
fBterlain  a  hope,  which  I  fear  will  be  disaj^ 
pointed,  that  good  might  ultimately  arise  out 
of  much  evil;  and  that  the  destruction  of  the 
aadent  government,  the  despotism  of  France 
as  it  has  been  called,  might  ultimately  be  at- 
tended with  tlie  establishment  of  rational  and 
substantial  liberty  in  that  kingdom,  after  a 
tsiies  of  coQTidsions  and  horror  which  would 
to  most  men  have  been  sufficient  to  deter  the 
mind  from  lookine  forward  to  any  luture  pros- 
pect, or  hope  of  ultimate  benefit  resulting  to 
that  populous  and  extensive  country,  or  pro- 
ducing the  liberty  and  consequently  the  hap- 
finestofmen. 

Gentlemen,  of  the  delusion  of  these  persons 
no  man  living  is  more  deeply  convinced  than 
^e  wiio  has  now  the  honour  of  addressing 
jfou.  But  it  is  a  delusion,  which  I  know  has 
actuated  the  minds  of  many  men  as  honest 
as.  andperhaps  of  some  men  wiser  than  my- 
pelf.  Tnat  it  was  a  delusion  which  actvaied 
the  mind  of  Mr.  John  Stone  there  :tnot  be 
a  shadow  of  doubt.  You  therefore  find  him, 
under  these  iiuprei>sions  of  mind,  and  of  inlei- 
est  GflHoperating,  carrying  on  a  correspon- 
3ence  when  domiciled  in  Vn-ince,  with  his 
brother  resident  in  England ;  tliat  correspon- 
dence was  canied  on  letwetti  brothers  wbo 
did  live  in  .1  sute  of  finendshm  and  aflecLion 


A.  &  YtoL  [1380 

with  all  the  confidencewhieb  leeesBsnly  arose 

from  that  situntion,  with  no  great  care  taken 
on  the  part  of  John  Stone  to  conceal  his  sen- 
tinnenis  (lu>wever  reprehensible  they  mi^ht 
appear)  from  bis  brotncr,  and  with  an  aflec- 
tionate  forbearance,  at  leabt  on  the  part  of  his 
brotiier,  even  in  tliosc  points  wliere  he  might 
dissent  from  him. 

My  learned  friend  the  attorney- general  I 
recollect  in  his  openings  stated  Ulat  which  I 
sbould  also  have  stated;  if  he  bad  not  candidly 
preceded  me  in  that  statement,  that,  consider- 
ing the  situation  of  Mr.  John  Stone,  at  that 
time  in  the  kingdom  o(  1- rauce,  and  the  near 
connexion  between  bkn  and  his  bruther,  it 
was  perhaps  too  much  to  expect  that  lie  should 
have  abstained  from  ail  correspondence  what- 
ever—and  my  friend  nndidly  and  truly  stated 
thatof  which  the  prisoner  ought  to  have  the 
full  benefit,  that  it  would  have  been  di^cult 
for  the  witut  man  livings  under  the  existing 
circumstances,  to  have  conducted  that  corres- 
pondence with  perfect  prudence  and  with  per- 
fect safety.  I  noted  duwu  the  expression 
when  it  fell  from  my  friend  I  again  repeat 
that  I  was  glad  it  fell  from  him,  in  Ihc  first  in- 
stance, rather  than  from  myself,  but  undoubt- 
edly it  was  an  observation  which  it  would 
have  been  my  duty  to  state  to  you  if  he  had 
not,  and  of  which  the  prisoner  is  entitled  to 
the  full  bcuetit.  If  it  appears  to  the  vigorous 
and  enlightened  mind  of  my  learned  triend, 
that  it  would  have  bcpii  fiifhtult  for  the  wisest 
men— for  a  man  as  wise  as  himself,  bad  he 
the  misfortune  to  have  a  brother  in  the  situa- 
tion and  of  the  character  I  have  described,  to 
have  conducted  a  correspondence  with  him 
with  perfect  pnideiu  c  aud  perfect  safety,  how 
diflicultniust  it  have  been  for  the  unfortunate 
gcntlonian  at  the  bar? — that  therefore  will  he 
<  a  lasting  apology,  honourably  made  by  the 
I  counsel  ibr  the  prosecution  himself,  for  any 
indiscretions  that  may  appear  in  the  course 
of  the  correspondence  between  those  dear  con- 
,  nexions.  Vou  will  not  have  a  doubt  when 
j  you  recollect  the  whole  of  the  evidence  thai, 
even  if  the  intention  of  Mr.  Stone's  brother 
,  went  to  Uie  full  length  of  deliberately  betray- 
I  iog  the  interests  of  his  own  country,  if  these 
'  wishes  Were  ever  entertained  by  his  Ijrulh.cr, 
domiciled  in  Trance,  that  such  apurpose  never 
was  entertained  by  the  prisoner  William  Stone. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  now  stated  the  situation 
j  and  cliiir^cter  of  the  persons  concerned  in  this 
unlurtunate  transaction,  of  a  confederacy  with 
whom,  ftnr  the  criminal  purposes  stated  in  this 
indictment,  the  prisoner  is  charged.  It  will 
now  be  necessary  having  u.ade  you  acquainted 
a  little  with  the  situatiou  of  the  parties,  or 
having  rather  discharged  my  duty  in  recalling 
to  your  mind  those  circumstances  of  the  evi- 
dence with  which  you  have  been  made  ac- 
quainted (for  you  can  be  made  acquainted 
wiih  nothing  in  the  administration  of  justice, 
but  by  the  evidence  la^l  before  you),  it  will 
now  be  my  duty  a  little  more  partaculariy  lo 
advert  to  tbc  ciicuipslwces  of  ibc  gue«  ' 
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Gentlemen,  I  staled  to  you,  in  the  owtsct, 
the  s^iffcrings  which,  without  the  necessity  of 
imputing  blame  to  any  body,  have,  perhaps 
necessarily,  arisen  from  the  unfortunate  situa 
lion  into  which  Mr.  Stone  has  been  brought. 
There  is  another  circumstance  extremclj'  ma- 
terial— to  which  it  is  not  my  wish, nor  is  it  ne- 
cessary for  the  interest  of  my  client,  to  attach 
any  degree  of  blame  or  imputation ;  but  a  cir- 
cumstance extremely  unfortimate  to  the  pri- 
soner, for  reasons  I  l>ave  already  t»tated,  which 
has  been  the  extreme  delay  of  his  trial — a  de- 
lay, undoubtedly  encrcased  by  the  prisoner 
himself,  in  the  fast  Term,  for  1  wish  to  keep 
nothing  back  from  your  view  in  this  case;  he 
conceived  that  circumstances  material  to  his 
defence  could  be  proved  by  witnesses  who 
were  absent,  and  under  that  impression  you 
will  not  wonder  that  a  gentleman  who  is  to 
take  his  trial,  whose  life,  whose  honour,  and 
whose  property  is  at  stake,  should  be  anxious 
to  produce  the  whole  of  his  evidence,  even  at 
the  expense  of  adding  something  to  the  suffer- 
ings he  has  alreitdy  subtaincd. 

But  the  great  length  of  time  which  has 
elapsed,  from  whatever  cause,  since  the  first 
commitment  of  Mr.  Stone,  gives  rise  to  an  ob- 
servation extremely  material  for  your  attention 
in  this  case.  Goveniment,  at  the  time  of  the 
arrest  of  Mr.  Slone,  or  within  a  few  days  and 
almost  a  few  hours  of  that  arrest,  by  the  sei- 
zure of  Mr.  Stone's  papers  in  England,  and  of 
Mr.  Jackson's  in  Ireland,  together  with  the 
letters  that  were  intercepted,  were,  I  may  ven- 
ture to  say,  possessed  ot  all  the  evidence  that 
has  been  laid  before  you  to-day.  It  is  there- 
fore extemely  material  to  the  substantial  con- 
viction of  men's  minds,  as  to  the  innocence 
of  Mr.  Slone,  to  observe  thai  a  series  of  a 
year  and  three  quarters,  employed  by  those 
who  are  to  exert  the  most  pei severing  indus- 
try, as  well  as  the  greatest  acuteness  in  col- 
lecting (by  collecting  I  mean  nothing  impro- 
per, on  the  contrary,  I  mean  the  dist-narge  of 
a  duty  in  collecting)  material  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  the  charges  by  those  persons  who  have 
the  conduct  of  public  prosecutions ;  but  yet 
all  that  industry  and  ingenuity,  directed  by 
the  skill  of  the  law  officers  of  t^c  crown,  dur- 
ing a  year  and  three  nuarters,  has  produced  no 
neip  evidence  against  Mr.  Stone. 

Gentlemen,  was  that  ever  the  case  with 
respect  to  a  man  who  had  in  truth  been  en- 
gaged in  a  treasonable  conspiracy  ?  I  believe 
I  may  venture  to  say  that  it  was  not;  and 
that  there  never  was  a  conspiracy  imputed 
to  any  man  where  every  year,  every  month, 
every  week,  from  the  time  that  conspiracy 
was  disclosed  or  puspected,  did  not  furnish 
new  facts  and  new  evidence  of  those  facts  if 
the  impiitation  was  founded  in  truth.  If 
therefore  I  had  upon  the  examinations  before 
me,  and  upon  some  mysterious  and  eniOTia- 
tical  papers,  which  have  been  read  in  evidence 
to  you  in  the  course  of  this  trial,  and  which 
were  then  obtained  by  government ;  if  I  had 
a%  that  limcj  eutertam^  a  suspicion  of  the 
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g;uilt  of  Mr.  Stone,  the  total  inability  to  find 
any  farther  fact  to  corroborate  that  suspicion, 
to  find  any  farther  evidence  af\er  enquiring 
through  all  the  kingdom  of  everj'  man  who 
knew  the  prisoner  what  his  conduct  and  de- 
meanor, conversation  and  habits,  had  been, 
after  possessing  all  his  papers  for  a  year  and 
three  quarters  ;  I  confess  that  circumstance 
alone  would  have  acnuircd  great  wright  with 
me  to  have  removea  that  suspicion  which 
at  first  had  taken  possession  of  my  mtnd. 

This  is  a  case  therefore  in  which  you  c«i»- 
not  be  called  upon — I  think  in  no  case  of  this 
nature  ought  you  to  be  called  upon, — to  infer 
any  thing  against  the  prisoner,  either  in  act  or 
intention  which  is  not  distinctly  proved  by 
evidence  brought  home  to  himself-—!  say  by 
evidence  brought  home  to  himself,  for  that  is  a 
distinction  of  which  you  must  never  lose 
sight ;  because,  though  it  is  neccssar»',  in 
order  to  establish  the  guilt  of  Mr.  Stone  at 
all,  under  this  indictment,  to  show  that  the 
penvons  with  whom  he  was  confederated 
were  implicated  in  the  imputed  guilt,  by  evi- 
dence applying  to  those  persons  ;  it  doc-s  not 
necessarily  follow  that,  if  you  have  proved  the 
guilt  of  those  persons,  you  have  proves!  the 
guilt  of  Mr.  Stone.  That  is  a  conclusjon, 
which  you  must  guarcl  your  minds  against ; 
and  which  it  is  the  more  necessary  to  ginrd 
your  minds  against,  because  from  the  nature 
of  the  charge  of  a  conspiracy,  the  jury  must 
necessarily  near  a  great  deal  of  evidence  «p- 
plicubte  to  other  persons  than  the  prisoner, 
which,  though  legally  admitted,  and  neces- 
sary to  be  produced  in  support  of  the  jmise- 
cution,  for  reasons  that  I  have  alrea<ly  stated, 
ought  not  to  affect  the  prisoner,  one  jot  fartbet 
than  they  are  proved  to  have  been  /arts 
within  his  knowledge  and  approved  and  assented 
to  by  him — now  I  will  venture  to  say  that  if 
you  suthciently  attend  to  that  distinction,  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar  will,  notwithstanding  the 
situation  in  which  he  stands,  be  as  safe  as  I 
am  upon  this  occasion. 

Gentlemen,  the  seizure  of  all  his  papers  fcf 
which  I  do  not  complain,  it  was  a  legal  roo- 
sure)  has  induced  another  effect ;  it"  has  n- 
cluded  us  from  the  possibility  of  laying  before 
you  any  written  evidence  in  this'  case ;  we 
possess  none  ;  all  the  written  evidence  that 
ever  existed,  that  might  have  been  favourable 
to  the  prisoner,  we  have  been  deprived  of  for 
near  two  years. — Even  the  memory  of  Blr. 
Stone  himself  cannot  suggest  with  any  arm- 
racy  the  contents  of  those  papers;  and  if  il 
could,  his  memory  would  by  no  means  enable 
roe  to  lay  them  at  all  before  you.  Ail  that 
Mr.  Slone  can  do,  therefore,  with  ropcct  lo 
written  evidence,  is  through  me,  and  my 
learned  friend,  who,  fortunately  for  Mr 
Stone,  will  tome  after  me,  to  c^ll  your  atta>> 
tion  to  the  written  evidence,  that  haj  bati 
produced  on  the  part  of  thecro^Ti. 

Applications  have  been  made  for  aoeeattft 
those  papers,  and  for  a  perusal  of  thcB^  li 
order  to  enable  Mr.  Stone,  Aod  those  oi 
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toMniualliii  OMN^to  jwlge  wlicther 
there  was  aoy  among  them  thai  ini^lit  be 
uaierial  to  be  submitted  to  tlie  cunsidcration 
of  Um  Court  and  jury.  These  eppUcations 
have  been  refused— 1  cannol,  as  a  lawyer, 
atate  tlial  Mr.  Stone  had  a  legal  right  lu  that 
iBduJgence->I  therefore  make  no  c^mpluiut  of 
that  farther  than  tltattheUw  so  administered, 
induces  a  considerably  greater  actual  hardship 
upon  the  geutlcinan  who  is  to  defuid  his  lite, 
Imme  he  has  not  even  had  aecess  to  those 
pipers,  to  refresh  his  memory  as  to  far  Is  and 
trautactioDs,  npr  to  /equire  the  prodMclioo  of 
imy  oftbiwi,  if  any  of  then  there  were,  that 
inieht  have  been  mcitcrial  for  his  defence  ; 
and  the  recollection  and  memory,  under  that 
agitation  of  mind,  peculiar  to  the  situation  of 
•  BMUl  committed  (or  high  treason,  is  not  to 
be  supposed  to  supply  recollection  of  dates, 
of  facts,  and  the  contents  of  papers  sufficient 
Io  enable  tie  te  call  for  the  pfoductbn  of  mch 

respect,  therefore,  to  written  evi- 
dence, X  can  lay  nothing  before  you  but  what 
liaa  beeBaheady  produosd  by  Mr.  AtlorMy)- 

Seneral, — and,  I  must  say,  that  the  sanit:  can- 
our  which  has  directed  his  conduct  io  other 
toalaaoce,  which  I  have  mentioBed,  teems  to 
have  directed  it  in  the  production  of  that 
evidence ;  because  be  has  certaiitly  laid  bo- 
jfore  you  a  great  biUk  of  oofrespondence  of 
If  r.  Stone's  brother  with  him,  a  great  part  of 
which  proves  circumstances  material  to  the 
de&nce  of  the  prisoner,  at  the  same  time  that 
infonmea  ere  attemfied  to  be  drawn  from 
other  parts  of  thcni,  to  satisfy  you  of  his  guilt. 
TheJBefore,  it  will  he  incumbent  iwoo  me  with 
wfercairif  to  the  charges  of  tlie  indiaiaeiit,  not 
to  do  that,  which  I  am  unable  to  do  in  a  case 
of  this  length,  and  with  evidence  so  volumi- 
nous, and  which,  perhaps,  would  not  be  es- 
aential  to  justice,  if  I  were  to  do  it — not  to  go 
through  them  minutely,  with  distinct  obser- 
vations upou  every  word  aiui  naragraph,  but 
with  ofaanvatioss  upoB  some  or  the  most  ma> 
terial  parts,  and  general  obfccrvatious  npon 
the  result  of  the  whole;  for  the  propriety 
and  justice  of  which  I  will  appeal  tu  your  own 
iMidentaattDgs.  It  will  be  my  duty  to  show  in 
what  manner  these  letters  apply ;  how  far 
ihey  go  to  establish  the  basis  of  the  prosecu* 
tioii»  and  how  far  they  go  to  support  the  de- 
fence of  the  prisoner. 

(ieatknMn,  you  liave  already  understood 
^kSBatun  of  the  char<!;e,  it  will  now  be  ne- 
cessary- to  remind  you  ot  the  outlines  of  the 
I'aets  of  the  case,  inUi  pendent  of  particular 
expressions,  in  particular  letters  that  have 
bM  produced.  They  ase  thsse*-That,  iai 
the  m<Mifh  of  February,  a  oerson  of  the 
IMtme  of  Jackson,  a  nauve  of  IrelaQd,  and  as 
il  is  slated  alse^  a  clergyman,  who  bad  been 
resident  for  some  time  in  France,  having  left 
JBnglaud  on  account  of  his  debts,  and  to  avoid 
his  creditors,  came  over  privately  by  the  way 
of  Hamburgh,  and  from  thence  to  London, 
^y^MT*  9*  intredttBticwt  HjdjMttnrouBBdt- 


tion  to  Mt.  Stone  io  London,  from  his  brother 

in  France.    Mr.  Stone,  from  the  situation  of 
his  brother,  knew  that  his  brc  tlitr  )uul  (as 
will  appear  from  manv  of  his  k     rs)  consi- 
derable influence  which  he  had  acquired  by 
his  exertions  in  advancing  commerce  and 
raaoufoetures  with  some  persons  of  conse- 
quence in  France. — ^I'hat  Mr.  Jackson  was  re- 
presented as  his  friend,  a  person  in  his  confi- 
dence, introduced  by  liim  ip  the  character  of 
anAmericaB  aieichaBt.— That  9^r.  Stone  in 
consequence  of  that  recommendation,  showed 
civility,  at^ntion,  and  friendship  to  Mr.  Jack- 
son, whilB  Cn  lAwlonv— Thathc  supplied  him, 
at  his  departure,  with  bills,  by  the  desire  of 
his  brother,  for  which  Mr.  Jackson  gave  his 
receipt ;  and  that  Jacksqi),  after  residins  some 
weeks  in  Ix)ndon,  departed  for  the  kiB|pomcif 
Ireland,  wlu  re,  after  some  time,  he  was  arrest- 
ed and  ultimately  tried  for  high  treason — That, 
daring  Mr.  Jacksop's  resioenoe  in  Londoq, 
Mr.  Stone  communicated  to  a  number  of  per* 
sons,  that  such  a  gentleman  was  here,  under 
the  description  which  he  had  received  pf  him. 
-^ffhat  he  was  connected  with  persons  eif 
power  and  influence  in  France— Dial  he  com- 
miinicated  the  purpose  of  a  protracted  inva- 
sion of  this  country,  by  th^  country,  ground- 
ed as  it  was  believed  upon  a  mistaken  pcrsua- 
sion-rthank  God  a  very  mistaken  pcrSuaaiop 
— of  the  dispositions  of  the  people  of  Una 
country. — ^I'bjEitMr.  Stone,  in  consequence  of 
that  communication,  had  expressed  his  own 
sentiments  to  Mr.  Jacicson,  and  had  collected 
the  scutiments  of  several  other  persons,  with 
a  view,  as  Mr.  Stone  said,  -for  so  I  will  put 
it  now— will)  a  view  of  preventing  that  cala- 
mity to  tnis  countiy. 

I'his  is  the  general  outline  of  the  facts  in 
evidence  before  you,  independent  of  the  cir- 
cumstaaces  which  are  adduced,  in  order  to 
infer  guilt  to  the  prisoner  on  the  one  hand,  0||r 
to  exculpate  him  on  the  other.  There  is  also 
evidence  bcfiure  vou  of  the  very  criminal  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Jackson  in  Ireland,  after  he  had 
sone  (liere.  Of  communications  made  by  him 
la  that  country,  of  a  very  improper  uature ; 
which  l^ve  no  great  room  to  doubt  of  hia 
guilt;  and  of  some  intercourse  uf  a  mysterious 
nature  between  him  and  Mr.  Stone.  How 
tar  that  goes  we  must  consider  more  particu- 
larly afVerwards.  This  is  the  general  outline 
and  tValure  of  the  case,  independent  of  the 

rirticular  observations  that  may  arise.  And^ 
believe,  I  have  hitherto  stated  Acts  undia- 
puted,  and  the  fair  result  of  the  niitliue  of  the 
evidence,  stripped  of  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances from  wliencc  the  gudt  or  muocence 
of  the  prisoner  is  peculiarly  argued. 

The  qufsiion,  therefore,  for  your  decision 
will  be.  upon  these  facts,  and  jummgto  these 
focts  all  the  circumstances  that  have  been 
given  in  evidence,  written  and  unwritten, 
whether  you  are  persuaded,  from  what  Mr, 
William  Stone  knew  uf  the  character  and  si- 
tuation of  iackiOBy  and  the  purposes  for 
.whisk  MepiQB  Imic^  Ufi  mimfir 
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he  zi:cnl  to  Ireland?  And  hi  gMMnJ,  frooi  ril 

the  features  of  the  ca^e — whether  you  are  of 
jopliiiuu,  that  Mr  btone  gave  thatiiiloriuatioii 
which  undoubtedly  he  aid  give  to  Mr.  Jaek- 
6on,  with  a  virw  uf  being  aHrrwards  commu- 
nicated hy  him,  to  Mr.  Joha  Sloue  abroad, 
and,  perhapH,  to  other  persons,  with  the  crt- 
ininal  intention  imputed  in  this  indictment, 
that  is,  with  an  intei  .tion  of  assisting  the  ene- 
mies of  the  country,  in  their  hostile  measures 
agahisi  this  country,  and  for  supporting  them 
in  war  against  his  inrtip'^tv,  ana  his  Hnn^^e' 


Trid  €f  Wmmm  mme 

ifmoon,  and,  therefore,  in  its 

tive,  this  ovcrl-act  of  treason  is,  from  Us 
overt-act  of  treason  which  was  impotai  li^ 
■ad  proved  against  Mr.  Jackson.  TuaoaaiAi 
act  of  treason,  if  it  can  be  stated  und  supp-.rtr 
ed  at  all,  is  a  charge  that  Mr.  Stone  g^vc  ia> 
forowlioB  to  the  enenieaoftiria  country,  that 
the  state  of  this  country  was  such,  astoaMkt 
an  hostile  iuva'^ion  imprudent  and  uoadTt^ 
able  in  them — uui  tur  ttie  purpckse  of  protect- 
ing this  country  from  the  calanHlMa  off  aadl  ir 

situation  ;    hut,  for  the  purpu^f  ti>'  rescuing 


Or  whether  he  did  it,  with  the  intention  which  1  ■t  rance,  I  roai  themiaebief  iiiai  would  h^rt 
tie  lays  he  did,  and  whieh  he  has  always  said  |  tended  such  an  atleaapt-«--In  putting  it  so,  I 


lie  did,  f)/'  averting  that  culatmty  from  this 
country?  Now  tliat,  I  think,   I  have  truly 
and  Ikiriy  stated  to  be  the  ijueiiUon,  aud  the 
OnW  question  you  are  to  tiy.  For  the  ftcts 
as  I  have  before  staled,  nrc     clear  as  the  sun, 
established  beyond  a  possibiitty  of  doubt; — 
that  Mr.  Jadrami  came  over,  reooimnended 
D}'  Mr.  Stone  to  lii'^  brollier;  that  Mr.  Jackson 
received  from  Mr.  Stone  the  information  which 
has  been  given  in  evidence,  respecting  the 
dispositions  of  the  people  of  England ;  that 
Mr.  Jackson  afterwards,  in  fact,  went  to  Ire- 
land ;  and  that  Mr.  Jackson  there  committed 
crimes  for  which  he  has  been  justly  cynvicted. 
These,  T  cc  nsider,  as  facts  established  in  the 
<causc.  There  is,  therefore,  in  truth,  no  ques- 
tieti,  bat  <M  wilearMMi  with  wluch  Mr.  Stone 
did  ail  that  he  appeals  to  have  done,  in  this 
.transaction. 

Gentlemen,  that  being,  I  think,  a  fair 
Matement  of  the  eeneral  outline  of  the  case ; 
let  us  consider,  wliclhfr  there  is  distinct  evi- 
dence of  the  overt-act  of  treason,  by  which 
tiiis  mdictmeot  is  to  be  supported,  if  it  can 
be  supported  at  all ;  and  of  that  which  is  in- 
dispen^-ahl y  necessary  to  be  made  out,  in  all 
cases  ot  crimes,  and  more  especially  in  a  case 
of  this  nature,  1  mean,  not  only  the  overt-act 
of  tl^at  species  of  treason  charged,  but  also 
/Ae  uUention  %fith  which  it  was  done.  Now 
"What  can  we  put  otir  finger  upon,  in  all  this 
body  of  evidence  laid  betcreyou,  as  an  overt- 
act  of  treason  in  Mr  Stone,  l»ul  the  two 
papers  rclalins  to  tlic  slate  oi  this  country,  as 
api^icable  to  the  suppoaHloo  of  a  French  in. 
vasion,  whicfi  he  communicated  throu-|j  the 
medium  of  Mr.  Jackson.   I  cannot  conceive 
or  ima^ne,  that  there  is  any  other  evidcenoe 
vt-halc\  cr  in  this  cause,  that  can  be  considered 
as  applying  to  any  one  distinct  overt-aci  of 
any  species  of  treason  charged  on  Mr.  Jackson, 
much  less  of  the  species  ot  treason  charged  in 
this  indictment.    I,  therefore,  roj^Hder  that, 
as  the  overt-act  upon  which  they  must  rely, 
in  support  of  this  prosectilion.  All  the  rest  of 
the  evidence  in  the  cau'-e,  is  evidence  expla- 
natory ol  that  fact,  and  tu  endeavour  to  draw 
aahilbrence  on  one  side  or  the  other,  of  that 
which  is  essential  to  the  question  of  piHty  or 
not  guilty,      iHUMioH  mSth  wkkk  tkatMiwmt 

In  the  first  place,  you  will  not  forget,  how 
eiueqia^  dimatin  itsnaliBi^  in  ita 


think  I  put  it  as  strongly  fur  the  proaecuiio% 
as  possible.  Now  that  overt-act  of  treason  is 
extremely  diil'crcnt  iu  its  nature,  and,  if  Utm 
lie  degrees,  in  its  degree— but  what  is  aMn> 
material,  it  is  essentially  ditterent  in  its  pro* 
bable  motive,  from  the  overt-act  of  tieaaon 
of  whieh  Mr.  Jaekaon  was  accnaed. 

lie  was  accused  ordoin*;  th,it,  about  tbt 
motive  of  which  tliere  could  be  no  doubt- 
He  was  accused,  o(  inviting t  oi  €^lc^fu^a^ns^ 
the  enemiet  of  the  country  to  make  that  boa* 
tile  invoMiamg  im  one  country,  which  Mr.  Stone 
is  accused  of  having  prevented  m  anatMer. 
And  I  do  not  state  it  too  strongly,  Immv  add 
soevr  r  thn  sound  may  be,  that  the  only  aoco* 
sation  against  Mr.  6U>uc  is,  his  havmg  pre*, 
vented  that  invasion  of  England,  whicU  Mr. 
i  Jackson  invited  in  Ireland.    I  admit,  in  strirt 
I  construction  of  law,  the  intention  with  which 
he  did  so  is  a  question,  upon  which  you  must 
ultimately  deade;  bat,  wilh  respect  aetfaa 
motive,  the  vrry  nnttirr  of  \hr  act  essenliallv 
affects  the  probabiiiW  in  the  outset :  lor,  ^btek 
you  find  a  man  inviting  and  persnnfiDg  an 
enemy  to  come  and  invade  his  country,  it  is 
!  impossible  it  can  be  innoeent :  it  i>>  cnnainil 
in  Itself;  it  necessarily  tends  to  produce  obhs- 
chief,  calamity,  min,  every  thin^  thntiabad 
and  which  a  irootl  s^ulijecl  can  de|iT(  re. 

But  is  the  etiert  the  same,  are  the  ntotivcs 
the  same,  by  which  a  man  isactwrted,  «a 
endeavour  to  diuuade  the  enemy  Jrom 
rnding,  AS  to  invite  an  invasion  ?  ft  is  clear  a 
contrary  mxtiive  produces  a  contrary  ^teti^ 
From  contrary  causae  contrary  emcts^  and 
conlrnr}' inferences  proceed  — !f  u  ^r-rwiaiUrx 
to^vasion  IS  ^Mt/f,  the  inierence  is  probahia 

rcct  comcqucnct  of  one  is  mUchiircoHt^Vi^rmk^ 
OHM  I  the  direct  consequence  of  the  other  )«, 
beyond  all  doubt  and  question,  in  fact  adsm»- 
tageami  to  the  country,  whatever ibay  be  the 
motive. — When  therefore  you  find  a  man 
doiria  an  act  which,  in  its  consequence,  is 
kene^eimi  to  the  coaotnr  of  which  he  is  a  adb* 
jc(  t  ;  wh:it  principle  ofhum:iii;ty,  much  more 
what  principle  in  the  wimimstraiion  ot  tustiee 
in  tins  country,  would  lead  a  jury,  for  one 
moment  to  infer  a  criminal  motive  annexed  ta 
a  benejiciai  act,  without  evidence  so  clear  suad 
eog^nl  that  it  was  impostuble  tu  resist  Uw  in- 
lafcnce^— Latns  see  theftfiMnnM  Hr^ 
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.  Chrtngthas  fitted  te  you,  I  think  fiuriy, 

qucstiot),  and  the  whole  question  you  are 
called  upoD  to  decide ;  I  wiii  oow  give  you  a 
Munmary  of  the  evidence  that  has  been  laid 
before  you  as  well  as  niv  limited  abilities  and 
imperfect  attention  will  permit.  I  am  ex- 
tremely happv  th.it  anv  orntsbions  of  mine, 
ivill  bennfterbenippliea  by  a  gentleman  than 
iphom  no  man  is  more  capa!)!e  to  supply  them. 

The  evidence  that  ha»  been  taid  betore  you, 
applies  to  tbtM  differaot  ptfbito,  in  order  of 
time,  and  in  the  nature  ot  the  thing.  It  ap- 
plies to  the  situation  of  Mr.  Stone  in  Franre  ; 
tu  ihe  eeneral  unurot  the  correspondence  be- 
tween him  and  his  brother :  to  the  mcKie  of 
ir'.trodiiction  of  Mr.  .Tnrk^on  ;  to  >Tr  Storn 
conduct  w hi ie  Mr.  Jackson  was  in  London; 
«» the  inmedhrte  fmpers,  wbieh  ifo  tH«  evi* 
dence  to  support  the  direct  overt  act  char;.'*»d 
against  Mr.  htooe;  to  the  extrinsic  circum- 
stances relative  to  these  papers,  from  which 
the  intention  of  Mr.  Stone  is  to  be  inferred; 
and  to  thai  Imdy  of  proof  (whic!(  I  mention 
only  to  lay  it  out  oi  the  case  as  tar  as  concerns 
If  r.  Stone)  wbieh  goes  to  thow  the  criminality 
of  Mr.  Jackson's  eoodiwt  in  Mtod,  atbtt  ht 
Jiad  lea  England. 

With  respect  to  the  first,  I  need  say  little 
taore  to  ^ou  than  I  hiM  done.    Mr.  John 
Stone's  situation  appears,  from  his  letters,  to 
be  what  I  have  already  stated  to  you,  as  far 
asaifecla  hie  actual  situation  and  connexion 
%vith  France.    But  there  h  this  which  farther 
appears,  and  which  1  will  state  oow  from  the 
-whole  bi'dy  of  tht  eorreentiadneo^  bein*  ^efw 
fectty  ready  (if  it  is  possiole  that  that  should  , 
be  denied)  to  refer  to  the  particular  passages  ' 
by  which  what  I  am  going  to  »ay  is  support-  ' 
m;  but  at  present  1  shall  venture  (re^mfon  I 
the  memory  of  the  Co«irt  and  of  you  gentle- 
man  of  the  jurv)  to  state  as  the  result  of  all . 
thit  eonespondenee,  that  John  Stone  was  en-  | 
gamine;  in  ;i  %  ariety  of  branches  of  commerce  | 
in  France,  almost  as  various  as  imagination 
can  suggest:  and  inviting  his  brother^  from 
ttne  CD  UflM,  to  CQoeur  in  those  pngacts  of 
cntrrinw  into  ne%c  branche*  of  commerce, 
witi]  a  view  to  their  mutual  commercial  ad- 
vaouge.  That  I  will  venture  to  slatia  as  tho 
result  of  the  whole  body  of  that  corrc=;pon- 
dence,  without  hamd  of  cuntmdiction ;  and 
%ithoiil«nteyfng  into  the  particular  paragraphs 
I  will  venture  to  state  upon  memory,  many 
of  the  dillbrcat  branches  of  eoDMBOfoe  men* 
tioned. 

Heis  going  into  tfie  baiikine;  business,  as 

appe^rv  frcim  two  or  three  of  hl-^  letters  ;  be- 
sides tne  uiaiiuiactories  that  he  had  before  e^ 
tabliahed,  he  is  projecting  a  tnde  In  Britbh 
coiiun  hose;  he  is  establishing  a  trade  in  prints 
ing  and  in  books ;  hf  is  e'^ttihlishtng  a  trade 
iuwine;  he  speak-j  ut  reuiiltances  of  wines 
by  ships  to  be  sent  firom  and  to  Hamburgh  ; 
he  allude*?  to  the  drawing  and  re-drawing  of 
bills,  upon  which  be  state^i  in  one  letter,  that 
a  ffoftt  ti  nbove  Ibrty  per  cant  wasto  he 
iBitfei  u4,  la  shott,  ho  faeou  1o  be  ^oiiig 
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hMo  tiiat  general  sjHai  of  tiieerBtieal  pro^ 

jects,  into  which  a  man  of  the  charactrr  I 
have  described,  is  likely  to  fidi,  at  a  time 
what  circumstances  open  eitenitve  i^ews  to 
projecting  minds.  Ho  is  turning  his  mind  tA 
every  branch  of  commerce,  which  imagination 
cotild  suggest  to  him,  as  likely  from  his  pecu- 
harcheomstances  to  bo  advantageously  cap* 
ried  on  ;  and  he  is  rcprntediv,  in  these  letters, 
makine  pro|K>sitions  to  bis  brother,  and  soil* 
citing  bin  to  join  in  those  projects,  in  which 
Mr.  William  Stone's  temper  did  not  seem  t» 
make  him  «o  very  ready  to  join 

Gentlemen,  Uiis  is  the  gcatrol  <^utline  of 
the  correspondence.  The  use  that  I  intend 
to  in  ikr  vf  that  it"«'i!t  is,  hereafter  to  explain 
to  you  several  eipiessions,  which  it  has  been 
contended  relate  to  policed  and  not  to  com* 
mertial  subjects.  Tnal  «;ome  indeed  of  the 
letters,  of  Mr.  Jackson  at  least,  which  pro^ 
fess  tu  relate  to  commercial  subjects,  aie 
colourabU,  I  shall  not  insult  your  under- 
standing bv  denying.  But  that  many  of 
the  expressions  in  ti^  letters  of  John  6tooo 
bond  fide  ndated  to  matters  of  buslnoia,  and 
that  the  expressions  in  ■^omc  of  hir^  letter^, 
which  have  been  much  jpressed  and  relied 
upon,  b)r  my  learned  fnend  the  attorney* 
general  in  his  opening,  the  expressions  m 
which  John  Stone  tells  hi-*  brother  William, 
that  this  American  gentleman,  whom  he  re- 
presented asm  AnencaiiniereliaBt)  will  havn 
many  propositions  to  stale  tu  him  ;  that  these 
naturally  do,  and  unquestionably  may  refer, 
to  tfaoee  eommercial  propositions  thai  John 
Stone  had  been  repeatedly  su^^eeilBg,  and 
had  been  certainly  projecting  himself,  is  an 
inlereuce  which  I  am  sure,  even  if  it  were 
not  in  favour  of  life,  a  jury  would  be  inclined 
to  draw.  When  you  fujd  a  man  en-^ncrd  in  a 
vast  variety  of  commercial  transactions,  and 
engaging  in  a  number  of  theoretical  projects, 
relating  to  advantages  of  that  description^ 
when  you  find  him,  m  a  letter,  intro<lucing  a 

£erson  to  his  brother,  as  a  person  who  would 
ave  much  business  to  talk  to  him  about,  and 
many  propositions  to  make ;  I  say  it  i'j  a 
and  naiuToi  inference,  even  if  it  were  not 
called  far  nan  inferenw  m  ftnettr  of  life  it 
as  a  fair  anfl  natural  intcrrncr,  thnt  hy  that 
business  and  these  propositions  were  meant, 
that  which  is  the  general  subject,  though 
not  the  only  tul^ect,  of  John  Stone's  letters 
to  his  brother;  and  which  shows  that  there 
was  abundant  business,  and  propositions 
sufficiently  numerous,  which  tiiat  gentle* 
man  so  introduced  to  Mr.  Stone,  might  have 
to  communicate  and  to  consult  with  him> 
about 

That  there  appears  also,  from  some  of  those 
letters,  and  from  a  part  of  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Coicayne,  to  wlucli  1  .shall  advert  more 
particulaily  hereafter,  to  have  been  a  project 
of  a  commercial  kind,  not  justifiable  in  Us 
nature,  entertained  by  John  btone,  and  coun- 
IfnaweeJ  bgr  Mr.  JaefcsoOf  which  was  one  at 
least  «f  Hr.  Jackioa*«  miidi  tolhiicouiltiy. 
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15  also  e.sub]ish(?d  bt  vond  a  doubt.  1  mean 
the  project  of  aa  illicit  trade,  hy  siAppijruig 
FfBOce,  in  a  state  of  enmity  with  this  eoutiti-y, 
with  provisions  and  necessaries,  a  prujeet  cri- 
fninal  in  a  high  degree  thou':;h  vo\  the  crime 
charged  in  tins  aidiclmeiii.  1  hdi  appears 
from  Mr.  Cokayne's  evidence,  lu  have  hmu 
A  part  of  Mr.  Jackson's  business  in  tUh  couu- 
V J ;  all  i\m  appears  dearly  from  the  evidence 
•^And  therefore,  those  eipreniont  to  vhicb 
I  have  alluded,  and  which  have  been  so  much 
lelied  upon  by  the  attorn rv-rrr  iural,  as  in- 
ducing a  suspicion  that  Mr.  Jucksuu  was  lu 
communicate  to  Mr.  Stone  the  whole  of  his 
politicril  purpose^,  a?  well  as  all  others,  falls 
to  the  ground,  wlien  from  the  actual  situalioa 
of  the  partiee,  the  eorrespondenee  that  luii 
been  rcinl,  all  the  evidence  in  the  cause, 
you  tind  that  tliere  are  subjects  abundantly 
suilicient,  to  which  these  expressions  may  re- 
late, without  torturing  them  to  a  sense  to  su^ 
port  the  charge  apainsl  the  prisoner;  when  I 
aay  that,  I  mean  that  this  must  be  a  necessary 
ittgredieot  to  render  the  cfaaf^more  probable 
as  to  intention;  tliis  therefore  is  the  result 
of  these  ^oeral  expressions  in  the  letters  of 
|ir.  John  Stone. 

There  is  another  circumstance  that  is  ex- 
tremely observable,  in  the  whole  of  the  cor- 
lespoudeoce  of  John  Stone,  from  the  first 
letter  id  which  any  allus'wii  it  made  to  Mr. 
Jack<;on,  to  tlic  on  !  of  the  transaction  by  the 
appreltending  of,  liie  priaooer;  which  is,  iba^ 
tnnNiafaoiit  the  whole  of  that  eorreepoadencei 
though  all  Mr.  William  Stone's  papers  have 
been  seizt'd  b  v  tlic  Crown,  and  been  for  near 
two  years  in  Lliuir  possession,  no  one  kUtir, 
sole,  or  paper  hae  been  produced,  in  whicli 
Mr.  Jackson  is  represented  to  Wiiliani  Niojie 
in  any  other  character  than  thatofaaAme- 
liean  met  chant.  ^Tbat  ift  an  extremely  mate* 
lial  fact :  fur  I  observe,  both  by  a  part  of  the 
opening  ofniy  learned  friend,  and  hv  sume  of 
the  questions  put  to  ttio  witnesses  liuii  have 
been  called,  it  was  thousbt  OMleriat  to  fMve 
that  Mr.  J;i(  k'^?.n  was  a  cTer<rvraan,  a  native  of 
Ireland,  and  not  what  Wiiliaro  and  John 
Stone  represented  him  to  be.  It  is  material 
for  your  observation,  that  Uiis  is  a  fcccrtl 
which  John  Stone  at  lea'<i  never  thoug;ht  pro* 
^er  to  comniuniCiile  to  liie  gentleman  at  llie 

Wliat  Mr.  Jackson  ?aid  to  Mr.  William 
Stone,  vou  are  aware  it  is  impossible,  either 
for  my  warned  friend  the  attoroey-ijeneral  er 
roe,  to  give  in  evidence  : — I  uas  f^onig  to  say 
to  know.  That  would  not  perhaps  be  cor- 
rectly stated— it  might  be  possible  for  me, 
from  ray  client,  to  know  what  Mr.  Jackson's 
own  repM  sf»tii'tt  ioT)s  to  him  of  himself  and  of 
bis  own  ciiaracter  were,  and  to  know  all  that 
Mr.  Jackson  said  to  Mr.  Mone  on  theettb- 
iect ;  but  I  could  make  no  use  of  ilu  t  know- 
ledge; those  deckratioae  arc  incapable  of 
being  proved  hy  witnesKs ;  and  the  declara- 
lioos  of  liiniself  would  be  iu>  evidence— know- 
iaglhai  X  «te)uld  MQMd  the  dutj  of  aaaAvo- 
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cale  even  for  a  prisoner,  upon  trial  f<jr 
life,  if  1  wero  to  state  to  you  what  at  tiie  ume 
X  stated  it,  I  know  could  not  be  made  evi(}eoce 
in  the  cauip  -what  could  iMt,  by  any  puM^ 
bility,  come  judicially  before  you.  Yen  xUn- 
fore  cannot  have  any  reprcseut«ti«D»,  dot  sa; 
evidence  with  respect  to  Mr.  $ione*>kBa«> 
ledge  of  Mr.  Jackson,  t  xrcpt  f  ;ii  tiic  l^  i 
count  given  to  him  by  hi^  brother's  UtU^  i 
and  tu  evidence  of  livina)  witneno^  wbo  ' 
can  speak  to  the  nature  of  the  copnerioaiii  | 
intercourse  tli^i  >ubsibtcd  between  them. 

1  am  now  iherefore  possessed,  Irwm  the 
lettecaread,  ot  Uiut  which  I  considet  ssthc  | 
first  «^tcp  of  evidence  for  Jlir  di  t'cndaul  in  thd 
part  ol  the  <»se ;  that  \V  lUiiuu  Sloue  atia 
all  the  time  vi^iich  hae  been  talnn  ivdt 
search  of  papers,  and  inquiring  of  living  wit- 
nesses, is  not  ihimn  to  have  known,  or  ml 
to  Imve  liad  ground  to  suspect,  tiut  ibecha* 
racier  in  which  Mr.  Jadcm  was  iotruduod  ' 
to  him,  was  not  tht!  true  one.   There  is  art  i 
an  euresaioa  in  any  one  letter  (I  sat  up  tti  i 
kite  hour  leet  nigbt  to  tMd  them  thra#) 
there  is  not  one  expression  in  any  oneof  tixfl 
which  tends  to  raise  even  a  suspicion  io  tbe 
mind  of  William  Stone,  that  Mr.  Jatkwo, 
who  was  then,  for  the  ilrst  time,  introduced  | 
to  him  by  his  brother,  was  any  thing  cist  llua 
tliat  which  lie  stated  htmselt  to  }De,a*Jm- 
rittm  merekamt.  The  «afCuautonoe  tbodM 
of  that  not  being  the  true  character  of  31t. 
Jackson,  i»  no  circumstance  whatever  sgiii&t 
the  prieoner — if  possible  ii  goes  farther,  td 
is  a  circumttance  in  hisjftwmr  ;  bocau-K:  it  if* 
pt-srs  tha(,  "^o  litth-  did  Mr.  WiUiaiO 
eutcrtam  any  cruinuai  intentions,  andiuw* 
of  any  criminal  purpocea  Car  which  Mr.  Jsd^* 
son  was  to  visit  this  country,  which  ou^^' 
necessary  Hot  Mr.  Jackson  to  aesufoe  adi&{* 
ant  chamrter  from  that  wbicb  waa  Im  m 
one;  that  John  Stone  did  not  ckom  to  cUr*^ 
thii  gentlcoiun  yf'Wh  that  ucnt ;  for  licut^ti 
does  entrust  him  with  it.    It  i»  uol  to  aij  ^ 
his  letters;  and  all  bis  letters  have  Uo* 
Ff  ized — for  it  is  in  proof  f' and  I  j'^f^l 
Witnesses  who  seuod  the  papers)  uvti 
Btont!  had  anther  the  opportunity,  nor  »^ 
smallest  degree  showed  Uie  leaat  incUostKt, 
to  remove^  aficrate,  or  dcalmtj  amy 
whatever. 

I  have.  ihereieiia^A  rjgbt  to  aaf  that,  unkr 

such  circinnslanc#'s  (his,  after  h  coinpkf 
survey  of  Mr,  bitu*M. »  papi^s,  a  tree  »U»o- 
bounded  access  to  every  thin^  there beiiy  o* 
circumstances  of  spoliation  or  ci»i>c«"iJia"* 
I  have  a  right  W  say,  that  John  Ston« 

Mam  to  Aw  brotUr.   Why  thd  be,  if  |« 

conceived  his  br(<thrr  )ikr  !y  to  concur  t«  tt* 
full  extent  of  that  cnuvmai  purtK;sc,  c*w<d 
the  tfue  character  of  this  persen  i  thai  Ke 
so  is  proved  beyond  a  (kitbt.    Mr.  ^>'dJi.«* 
Stone,  therefore,  had  no  cause  to  suspect  t*^ 
minal  mteotions  in  Mr.  JadcMii,  fien 
sumioK  the  diaracter  of  an  American  nr— 
chant, Ttccause  William  Stone  never  km* 
he  £os»c9»ed  apy  other  character. 
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^ot  fStttfi^t  t)iBtMM  di'AiiniUNiiv,  from 
which  it  IS  inferred  that  Mr.  William  Stone 
ttmtst  have  known  the  criminal  purposes  of 
Mr.  Jackson,  and  if  he  did  not  to  iha  1  u  c  x- 
tfot  know  then,  he  eaairat  be  eflected  by 
them. — ^The  next  circumstance  from  which 
that  is  endeavoured  to  be  inferred,  is,  the 
privacy  fmd  eoncetknenrt  wtiieh  Mr.  Jeeksoti 
affected  in  Loiidoti,  and  with  t!ic  kiiowIcd;;e 
of  INlr.  Stone,  when  he  went  to  Ireland ;  to 
vit,  by  wishing  his  letters  to  be  addressed  to 
other  persons  than  himself,  by  conducting 
bini^flf  with  some  circtmistaiices  of  apparent 
concealment  (though  you  find  it  is  not  much 
while  in  London,  eml  none  that  could  be  ob> 
scrvafjk'  l>y  Mr.  Stone)  atid  by  desiring  letters 
in  Ireland  to  be  addressed  to  him  by  anotlier 
name.  These  arc  circumstances  which  have 
been  relied  upon,  nn  the  part  of  the  prosecu- 
tion to  show  that  Mr.  Stone  must  necMsarify 
(iand  unless  it  shows  that,  it  shows  nothing 
•fleeting  Mr.  8ton<0  have  known  before  Mr. 
Jackson  wmt  to  TrelriTui.  the  criminal  pur- 
poses for  which  he  visited  that  country. 

Now  is  that  %  fur  conclusion  f  Let  us  look 
at  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Cokayne — Mr.  Cok- 
aj*ne,  who  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Mr. 
Jackson,  who  knew  who  Mr.  Jackson  was 
(whicfa  Mr.  Stone  did  not),  who  was  an  old 
and  confidenti.'il  friend  of  Mr.  Jark^on,  thotTnh 
afterwards  employed  as  a  spy  of  government 
against  him— Mr.  Ookayne,  the  very  person 
to  whom,  upon  his  first  landing  in  En[;Iaiid, 
without  any  previous  communication,  he 
gives  Mr.  Clarke,  the  captain  of  the  vessel, 
the  address  for  bis  letters  to  be  sent,— That  Mr. 
Cokayne,  the  confidential  friend  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son, the  confidant  afterwards  of  his  most  cri- 
minal purposes  when  in  Ireland ,  even  that 
T\Tr.  Cokayne,  under  these  circumstances  of 
confidence  with  Mr.  Jackson,  has  positively 
•worn— and  he  is  a  witness  adduced  by  the 
crown  as  deserving  of  belief,  otherwise  he 
ought  nut  to  have  l^en  adduced  at  all — Mr. 
Cokayne  positively  swears,  that  notwithstand- 
ing all  ttiat  intimacy,  though  he  was  the  per- 
snn  tn  whom  Mr.  Jack-m's  letters  were  to  be 
addressed  and  not  Mr.  Stone  (which  is  not  a 
Bttle  material),  though  he  was  the  person  who 
was  to  address  Mr.  Jackson's  letters  for  him, 
bf*  foftitively  swears,  that  to  the  moment  of 
Mr.  Jackson's  leaving  this  kingdomj  in  wliich 
Journey  he  himselr  accompanied  him,  he 
rrver  knew  or  '^n  -prr^r  t!^  that  purpose  of  Mr. 
Jackson  for  which  he  was  tried  and  convicted 
In  Ireland  •  that  he  never  knew,  or  suspected, 
that  Mr.  Jackson  was  an  emissary  of  the 
French  «rovernment,  for  the  pijrpoM-  of  pro- 
curing intelligence  to  facilitate  an  invasion  of 
that  country.  I  asked  Mr.  Cokayne  directly, 
wijelhrr  previous  to  his  going  to  Ireland,  he 
ever  knew  any  thing  of  Mr.  Jackson's  purpose 
In  going  to  irdana,  and  for  whieh  ne  was 
afterwards  tried  and  convicted.  He  positively 
said  he  did  not.  But  Mr.  Cokaync'.«  evidence 
goes  farther  upon  this  part  of  tlie  case ;  iur  il 

Mtes  wbj  Mr,  iackioii-tppeBed  ia  Buglond, 


and  at  London,  itnder  citwiwshMim  af  can* 

cealment :  it  states  why  he  had  his  letters  ad^ 
dressed  either  under  names  fictiliousy  or  to 
other  persons— 

.•*-Bf0llier  I  am  sor  r V  to  inter- 
rupt you,  it  T  have  made  any  mislJike  in  my 
notes  i  will  correct  it  His  answer,  as  I  have 
taken  it,  wae  *»  I  did  not  knaw  the  purpoea 
of  hisjoumej  lo  Ireland  before  I  went  la  fi^ 
land."^ 

Mr.  Seijeant  Jdair. — Your  lordship  has 
taken  it  verbatim,  I  l)elieve ;  my  statement 
is,  thit  while  in  Eno:hn'f,  Mr.  Crtkayne,  his 
coundenlial  friend,  did  iK)t  know  the  purpose 
for  which  lie  went  to  frefaod.  You  see  at 
onrc,  gentlemen,  what  the  inference  from 
that  is,  as  to  probability,  unless  the  contrary 
is  shown  by  the  evidence ;  Mr.  Cokayne  was 
a  great  deal  more  likely  to  know  it  than  Mr, 
Stone;  Mr.  Cokayne,  who  knew  Mr,  Jack* 
son's  real  character,  who  knew  he  was  n<^ 
what  he  called  -himBelf,  an  American  meiw 
chant :  Vr.  Cokayne,  who  was  in  such  habit«? 
of  friendship,  as  lo  be  the  person  to  whom, 
immediately  imon  his  landing,  he  direeled  Mb 
letters  to  be  aadresscd,  was  infinitely  moro 
likely  to  know  Mr.  Jarkson's  real  fK"si^n«, 
while  in  London,  it  any  body  in  l>ondon  had 
known  them,  than  Mr.  Stone,  to  whom  he 
was  a  total  strantrer,  and  lo  whom  his  real 
character  was  never  known,  as  fiir  as  appears 
upon  the  evidence.  Tbeii  Mr.  Cokayne  ftar* 
ni-!if^  ns  a!so  with  evidence  of  the  reason  of 
Mr.  Jackson's  atlccted  concealment;  why  he 
did  not  choose  to  appear  in  Ijondon,  why  be 
had  his  letters  addressed  to  Mr.  Cokayne,  and 
nddrfsscd  in  feigned  name? ;  he  desired  me, 
says  he,  to  direct  his  letters,  that  hit  being 
here  vtigM  he  eonteated  from  hit  crtdkon. 
And  Mr  ('ol-  t.vtip  had  before  staled,  that  he 
ha<l  Ictt  the  country  on  account  of  debt.  It 
was,  therefore,  essential  to  Mr.  Jackson,  that 
his  being  in  England  should  not  be  known  to 
his  creditors,  and  will!  th.it  view  it  was  that  lie 
desired  Mr.  Cokayne  to  address  his  letters. 

Gentlemen,  I  will  beg  to  recall  vomr  atten- 
tion to  lljc  object,  to  establish  which  I  was 
observing  upon  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Cokayne, 
it  was  to  show,  that  it  ia  manifest  from  his 
evidence,  that  he,  who  was  much  more  inti* 
roately  acquainted  with  Mr.  Jackson,  that  he, 
whu  had  much  greater  opportunities  of  the 
confidence  of  Mr.  Jackson,  never  entertaiDed 
the  least  idea  of  the  ohjcct  for  which  he  went 
to  Ireland,  during  the  time  that  he  remained 
in  England;  ana  during,  therefore,  the' oldj 
time  in  which  Mr.  Stone  had  an  opportimi^ 
of  learning  it,  otherwise  than  by  letter?,— 
the  whole  of  which  letters  have  been  iaiU  be- 
fore you. 

I  nave  uTso  observe  1  upon  the  evir^mcc  of 
Mr.  Cokayne,  tliat  it  esplaioed  the  reason  of 
Jackson's  desire  of  concealment;  of  hia  ad« 
dressing  letters  to  Mr.  Cokayne,  and  in  fic- 
titious names,  because  he  had  left  the  kin**- 
dom,  on  account  of  hisdcbls,  and  had  returned 
with  a  desire  of  oooceaiment  firom  his  credt* 
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tors ;  and  that,  therefope,  fully  accounts  for  ar 
circumstance  which  was  urged  by  the  learned 
and  able  counsel,  as  teodiog  to  »how  a  know- 
ledge that  Mr.  Jackson  bad  cone  for  some 
criminal  and  traitorous  purpose.  I  have 
therefore,  I  think,  prettv  well  established 
tfiete  two  points  ntrni  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Cokaync.  I  have  explained  away  these  two 
first  circumstances,  from  whence  the  know- 
ledge of  Mr.  Stone  was  attempted  to  be  infcr- 
xed.  I  have  eftw  abown  that  John  Stone  never 
chose  to  communicate  to  his  brother  the 
aecret,  and  from  the  whole  of  his  correspon- 
doiee,  he  never,  in  ftct,  did  communicate  to 
Mr.  Stone  the  secret  of  who  Jackson  was,  but 
represented  him  to  this  gentleman  in  thecha^ 
ncter  in  which  he  appeared,  namely,  as  an 
American  merchant— a  character  assumed 
for  the  purpose  certainly  of  concealing  who 
Jhe  was  from  Mr.  William  Stone,  who  never 
knew  him  under  any  other  description. 

I  proceed  to  slate  that  Mr.  Cokayne's  evi- 
dence goes  still  farther,  aud  is  still  more  ma- 
terial, because  Mr.  Colcayne  states  thet  Mr 
Jackson  though  he  did  not  communicate  to 
bira  the  traitorous  purposes  for  which  he  went 
to  Ireland,  communicated  to  him  the  wish  of 
establisbingsome mercantile  connexions.  Mr. 
Cokayne  has  stated  farther,  that  Mr.  Jack- 
son asked  him,  it  he,  Mr.  Cokayne,  knew  any 
OMCchsnts  wlio  could  assbt  in  providing  pro> 
visions,  and  other  necessaries  for  France,  on 
which  he  (Mr.  Jackson)  might  have  commis- 
sion to  any  amount. 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  draw  two  conclusions 
from  this  part  of  Mr.  Cokayne's  evidence. 
Jirst,  that  Mr.  Jackson  represented  himself  to 
him,  hb  confidential  friend,  as  coming  to 
England  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  cer- 
Xam  commercial  connexions,  from  which  he 
expected  toderive  a  benefit,  whether  licit  or  il« 
licit ;  that  tlierefore,  it  is  not  culuurable  to 
apply  the  purposes  for  which  Mr.  Jackson 
would  appear  to  Mr.  William  Stone  to  have 
come  to  London,  the  quantity  of  business 
which  Mr.  John  Stone  represents  Mr.  Jackson 
would  have  occasion  to  consult  him  about, 
and  the  propositions  which*  Jackson  was  to 
make  to  William  Stone : — to  apply  them  in 
truth,  to  these  commercial  connexions,  whe- 
ther lawful  or  unlawtui,  whether  of  a  praise- 
worthy or  a  blamcable  nature,  for  which  Mr. 
Cokayne  his  Iricnd  understood  him  to  come 
to  London.  That  is  the  first  inference  1  drew 
from  that  part  of  Mr.  Cokavne's  testimony ; 
and  il  is  a  fair  inference,  because  not  only 
John  Stone  states  in  his  letters  the  number 
of  projects  in  which  he  was  engaged,  and  in 
winch  he  was  soliciting  his  brother  to  eoncur 
— therefore  there  are  a  number  of  proposi- 
tions which  Mr.  Jackson  might  have  to  make 
upon  that  suliiject  to  Mr.  stone^-^-bol  Mr. 
Cokayne  states  that  Mr.  Jackson  said  his  pur- 
pose m  London  was,  to  establish  commercial 
connexions  there,  and  afterwards  more  dis« 
tinell^  to  establish  these  commercial  connes- 
ions  in  one  instance  at  least,  for  a  purpose 
certainly  not  praise-woxlhy  or  lawful. 


.  "Bolt  there  is  a  stronger  conchision  still  to  be 
drawn  from  this  same  part  of  Mr.  Cokajue'i 
evidence^  which  is^  that  Jackson,  staling  such 
to  be  hb  otgect  in-  London,  asks  Mr.  Co* 
kayne,  an  attorney,  if  ht  knew  of  any  mer- 
chant wlio  would  assist  in  that  transacuoo. 
Now,  if  Mr.  Stone  had  been  the  ceofidenlsf 
all  his  treasonable  purposes, — if  Mr  Stone 
had  been  made  acauainted  with  every  ihmg 
thatheintendedio  uo,  what  occasion  had  be  la 
consult  Mr.  Cokayne^aa  ettorney,  to  ask  him 
whether  he  knew  of  any  merchant  who  would 
assist  him  in  that  miproper  enterpri^  of  suo* 
plying  provisions  to  France  ?  That  Mr.  JmL 
son,  recommended  to  Mr.  William  Stone,  ly 
his  brother,  urging  Mr.  ^ne  to  a  coocar* 
rence  to  a  certain  extent  in  these  projects  «f 
commercial  advantage,  lawful  or  uolevfiil^ 
without  regarding  much,  as  it  appears,  whe> 
ther  the  one  or  the  other — under  these  dr- 
cumstaneee»  that  Mr.  Jackson  could  (if  be  h^ 
had  that  confidential  intercourse  with  Wdfiua 
Stone,  which  must  be  imputed  to  him  to ; 
port  one  tittle  of  tUs  indictnient)  bo  dm 
the  necessity  of  askmg  Mr.  CokayMjflm 
knew  of  any  merchants  who  would  assist  to 
that  transaction,  is  absolutely  impossible  ta 
believe.  He  himself  knew  a  mer«^iant,  sai 
that  was  William  Stone  ;  he  knew  he  had  o» 
occasion  to  apply  to  any  bo<ly  else,  but  the 
person  he  was  addressed  to  by  hiabeoAer. 
But  instead  of  that,  having  been  a  consuicra- 
hie  time  lu  Ijoudon^  consulting  him  with  Mr 
Cokayne,  telling  him  the  purpose  wiiit  wuici* 
heetneto  London,  he  asks  ham— Do  ym 
know  any  merchant  who  will  assist  in  that 
transaction?  Tins  is,  as  far  as  the  oatuia  eC 
the  case  admits,  proof  positive  fioni  e  wilnsM 
on  the  part  of  llic  Crown  that  Mr.  J atk^^oo 
had  unsuccessfully  communicated  ibat  p«rt  ol 
his  purpose  to  Mr. Stone;  and  had  not  ibuni 
a  readiness  in  Mr.  Stone  to  conciu  even  oi 
that  unlawful  project,  or  it  is  impossible  be 
should  be  driven  to  the  necessity  ot  cousuiljag 
an  attorney,  whether  he  knew  of  anj  mm* 
chant  who  would  engage  in  that  intercourse, 
if  Mr.  Stone  was  that  merchaot,  who  knew 
all  his  illegal  purposes,  i  ' 
and  who  would  oe  glad  to  share  ia  all  I 
advantages  which  he  proposed. 

Gentlemen,  I  say  this  is  proof  positive  to 
the  understanding  of  any  man  of  ooniMV 
scn^e,  that  Mr.  Jackson  (whatever  di«<ovenf5 
he  made  to  Mr.  Stone)  must  have  tailed  in  bM 
purpose  with  respect  to  that  gendeanaa,  or  be 
would  never  have  beondrivcu  to  the  necessitf 
of  consuitins;  Mr.  Cokayne  on  a  busuatis 
quite  out  of  nis  line.  Mr.  Stone  was  a  pcr« 
son  who  had  commercial  connemons,  and 
might  have  found  out  (if  such  were  to  hr. 
tbund)  ]>ersons  caj>able  of  assisting  in  such  s 
transaction.  This  csrries  conviclioB  ia  sigr 
own  mind,  I  trust  it  will  be  the  stron^l  ct4>- 
vicliuu  to  yours,  that  Mr.  Jackson  must  h^vc 
failed,  even  in  Uiat  partof  Us 
with  Mr.  Stone,  or  he  would 
that  appUcalioii  to  AC^J 
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TlieMis'aoother,  and  thiil  is  the  hat  obser- 

ATilion  1  sli.iil  orcasioTi  tn  trfmblc  you 

vUh»  upoa  tilts  very  maleml evideuce  ot  Mr. 
Cokayne:  short  as  it  waa,  il  seems  to  do 
awsy,  in  a  great  degree,  any  cloud  whieh  I 
liave  hitberlo  observed  that  they  had  been  t 
capable  of  throwing  upon  this  ca^e ;  aud  to 
TCoder  it  uimeeessary  for  ne  to  go  at  large 
into  many  of  the  pomt«,  which  otherwise 
might  have  been  necesssary ;  for  be  states 
Hhs  In  the  conclusion,  after  ul  that  I  have  ob- 
served  upon — •*  Mr.  Jackson  told  nie,  the 
purpose  tor  wfiich  be  came  to  l'ni;land  \v:is 
not  lilvcly  lu  sui-cccd,  aud  iic  mu^l  gu  to  Irc- 

3 .1  M  I  i  " 

Now,  Gentlemen,  see  whrit  is  th'-  eftr'-t  fif 
tbac — What  was  Ibe  purptise  for  which  Air. 
Jfocisson  came  to  Englana,  as  hf  as  Mr.  Co- 
liayne  was  privy  to  it,  while  Mr.  Jackson 
■was  in    England?    It   was   to  establish 
an  illicit  trade  for  suoplyingr  the  enemy 
5»ith  provisions;  he  haa  tailed  in  that  pur- 
pose 111  England.    Why  had  he  failed? — 
Because  the  merchant  to  whom  be  bad  been 
•ddreised  had  declined  heiniff  concerned  in 
that  iinl  tvvtid  transaction.   There  is  no  other 
a<xount  to  be  given  of  k  ;  for  iic  would  not  . 
baveftuled,if  If  r.  Stone  had  been  a  willing  ac-  | 
eoropiice  in  that  plan.    Mr.  btone  was  em- 
ploying an  immense  n«inntity  of  shippinir,  in 
an  extensive  trade,  auii  ai  a  trade  thai,  of  all  ■ 
othera,  requires  the  greatest  number  of  shi|^ 
ping,  at  the  time.    If  Mr.  Slonr,  i  ujm  rovet-  ; 
ousoess,  or  from  adherence  to  the  king's  ene- 
mies, had  wbbed  to  concur  in  a  project  of 
that  kind,  Mr,  Jackson,  after  having  spc.u 
fi\e  or  six  weeks  in  London  had  no  reason  ulti- 
niatcly  to  compUuu  to  Mr.  Cokayne  that  he 
had  failed  in  hisptnpose  in  England,  and  for 
that  rca«;<'n  must  go  to  Irtlaiul :  tliat  is  tlic  : 
import  ul  ius  ejddeuce,it  you  suppose  that  to 
Ism  the  purpose  lor  wliich  he  came  to  England. 
Tf,  on  the  oilier  hand, you  Mippose  the  purpose 
Ke  cune  lo  Eaglaod  to  be  to  obtain  informa- 
tiofi  respecting  an  invasion,  with  a  view  of 
facilitating  the  landing  of  the  enemy,  that  also 
hud  fuilal ;  and  we  see  it  had  tailed  by  the 
means  (*/'  Mr.  Stone.    So  that,  which  ever  wuy 
you  put  il,  whether  you  refer  it  to  the  illicit 
ciesiga  of  supplying  Uie  enemy  with  provisions  ' 
or  to  tbe  much  more  criminal  purpose  of  sup- 

fdyii^them  with  intelligence,  morder  to  foci, 
itatc  an  invasion — wliichevcr  of  these  pur-  ' 
poses  you  apply  it  to,  be  had  failed  through 
Ifr.  Stone — Mr.  Stone  had  duue.that  act 
which  decided  that  it  would  be  a  vain  at- 
tempt.   Mr.  Jackson  seems  in  a  subsequent  i 
letter,  which  was  intercepted  from  him  gomg  j 
^llwnad,  still  to  enlerti^  the  idea  of  suggest-  | 
ing  some  kind  of  invasion  to  the  enemy.  Yd 
Idr.  Stone  had  defeated  him  iu  that  purpose, 
and  rendered  it  impossible  that  that  project 
could  be  undertaken,  by  tbe  represeniatioa 
which  he  had  given  tipon  that  subject ;  and 
tbe  object  for  which  lie  gave  it  will  be  here- 
after KNT  your  consideration.  I  therefore  think 
there  never  was  iaa  fowUnes,  in  mquiiterof 
VOL.  XXV. 
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a  sheet  of  paper,  more  mat^al  evidence' 

given  lor  a  prisoner,  than  !Mr.  Cokaync's. 

This  evidence,  therefore,  has  given  a  full  an* 
swer  to  numy  of  the  sospidous  ctreomstancesy 
from  wlut  h  the  attorney  general  wished  yoif 
to  ifif r  --  Mr.  Stone's  knowledge  of  the  true 
ciiaraticr  of  Mr.  Jackson,  and  of  the  true  pur- 
poses with  whkh  he  came  to  England,  and^ 
for  which  he  went  to  Ireland.  I  think  it  ha«; 
completely  explained,  and  done  awav  any  in- 
forence  tmtcan  arise  foom  any  of  those  cir- 

cunislances. 

The  next  circumstance  that  ha«i  been  ad- 
duced, has  been  the  supplying  Mr.  Jacksou 
with  mouey  upon  his  departure.  Now,  that* 
cannot  be  acrmiinal  act,  unless  yousupposc  it 
to  be  supplied  for  the  traitorous  purposes* 
which  are  charged  in  this  Indictment ;  I  meatt 
it  cannot  Le  a  criminal  act  \vilhin  the  pur- 
view of  the  present  inilictraent;  for  i  agree 
with  my  bon.  and  learned  friend,  the  attorney 
general,  that  it  might  possibly  have  been  con- 
sidered as  an  illegal  act,  and  therefore  in  the 
eye  of  the  law  a  criminal  act  too,  under  the 
traitorous  correspondence  bill,  which  prohi* 
bif(.  d  the  advancin*];  a  supply  of  money  to  per- 
sons who  have  been  restdcntm  France.  That 
it  might,  perhaps,  in  strictness,  have  support' 
ed  a  charge  upon  that  act,  may  possibly  be  the 
ca«c;  but  thnt  it  ha«:  any  relation  to  this 
cliargc,  unless  that  money  was  advanced  in 
Older  to  itirthef  and  assist  the  treasonable 
pnctices  of  Mr.  Jackson  in  Ireland,  I  per- 
iectly  know  cannot  be  supported.  Let  us^ 
therefore, see  what  Mr.  Stone's  motive  in  thi» 
was,  and  under  what  circumstances  he  did  it, 
and  what  was  bis  conduct  in  respect  to  it  af<» 
terwards. 

This  gentleman,  to  whons  Mr.  Stone  sup* 

})1ies  this  money,  comes  with  a  rccommenoa- 
Uoa  Ironi  his  brother;  and,  whatever  I  might 
think  of  his  cltaractor  and  oooduct-->whatevev 
might  be  his  character  and  conduct  in  T  rance, 
it  is  manifest  Mr.  btone  retained  a  brotherly 
affection  for  him.  He  had  deep  concerns  in 
point  of  interest,  in  commerce  with  him  ; 
whose  demands  and  r^qni^ittons  with  respect 
to  money  (exclusively  oi  the  positive  law 
wtitch  had  been  then  but  recently  passed)  he 
was  bound,  by  every  principle,  not  only  of  af- 
tectioo,  but  of  honour  and  Uencs^  to  comply 
with.  Mr.  Jackson  brought  from  that' lwo« 
ther  a  credit  to  a  Uniited  amount,  accompa- 
nied with  a  statement  of  the  account,  which 
has  been  read  in  evidence,  which  appears  to 
be  in  truth  moniy  really  due  from  Mr.  John 
Stone  to  Mr.  Jackson,  lor  llie  payment  o^ 
which  he  gave  an  order  upon  his  brother. 

What,  Uierefore,  are  you  to  infer  fomn  the* 
conduct  of  Mr.  Sloni!?— that  he,  from  the 
best  and  most  honourable  motive  m  the  world' 
paid  the  debt  of  his  brother ;  which,  indepen- 
dent of  the  positive  provisions  of  the  law,  be 
was  bound  upon  every  iM  inripl'' of  honour  and 
honesty  to  do,  from  altectiou  to  his  brother, 
regarding  his  credit;  attending  to  the  sitoa* 
tiou  of  the  man  whom  bis  brouer  had  ropra^ 

4  K 
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rented  as  his  friend,  he  paid  that  debt— im- 
prudently unduubtedly,  if  he  had  recollected 
the  provisions  of  the  act  I  stated. 

but,  gentlcuicu,  thcrcis  another  observation 
upon  that  account,  which  is  by  no  means  im- 
material.— Is  the  credit  given  by  Mr.  John 
Stone,  in  its  nature  and  extent,  any  thing  sa- 
vouring of  that  kind  of  creditwhichis  given  to 
a  spy,  an  emissary  of  the  government  of  a 
great  kingdom,  coming  for  treasonable  pur- 
poses? We  have  had  evidence  on  other  trials 
for  high  treason  of  the  spies  from  foreign  ene- 
mies, by  which  it  has  appeared,  that  they 
have  abounded  in  money,  and  were  enabled 
to  spend  thousands  upon  thousands.  If  the 
political  purposes  for  which  they  arc  sent  re- 
quires it,  their  credit  is  unlimited,  or  to  an 
immense  extent.  From  the  nature  of  their 
mission  it  must  be  so;  and  I  believe  thero 
never  was  an  instance  of  a  spy  for  the  govern- 
ment of  a  powerful  country,  known  to  be  such 
by  the  person  giving  him  credit,  limited  to  the 
amount  of  a  small  debt  due  to  the  person  who 
gives  the  credit.  That  is  the  strongest  proof 
tiiat  this  money  never  was  intended  for  the 
purpose  of  furthering  treasonable  designs,  or 
enabling  Mr.  Jackson  to  conduct  himself  suc- 
cessfully as  a  spy  of  the  Trench  government. 
The  evidence  is  totally  contrary  to  any  that 
ever  was  given  against  a  spy  for  the  govern- 
ment of  a  great  kingdom. 

This  being  the  nature  of  the  transaction, 
was  there,  in  that  credit  given  to  Mr.  Jackson 
upon  William  Stone  by  his  broUicr,  to  the 
limited  amount  of  a  small  debt,  any  thing 
that  could  lead  William  Stone  to  suspect  it 
was  intended  for  treasonable  purposes? — It  is 
impossible  that  the  mind  of  man  can  conceive 
that  there  was.  Then,  if,  from  the  natxire  of 
tiie  transaction  itself,  Mr.  Stone  had  not  the 
least  ground  to  suspect,  in  the  most  remote 
degree,  that  the  object  of  tliat  credit  was  for 
any  treasonable  purpose,  what  was  his  con- 
duct when  apprehended?  Instead  of  want- 
ing to  conceal  this  transaction,  he  is  eager  to 
disclose  it.  They  knew  nothing  of  this  re- 
ceipt, but  in  consequence  of  something  which 
tlvcy  did  not  give  in  evidence;  Initthc  witness 
aaid  very  properly  (keeping  within  the  bounds 
of  the  rule  of  evidence)  in  consequence  of 
something,  the  witness  said,  whicn  passed 
before  the  privy  council,  they  went  with  the 
prisoner  to  his  counting-house  ;  there  lie  as- 
sisted in  the  search  for  tlic  papers,  and  ex- 
prc  ssed  the  greatest  pleasure  and  satisfaction 
when  these  papers,  which  arc  now  produced 
«erc  against  nim,  were  foimd. 

Now,  had  Mr.  Stone,  at  the  time,  been 
conscious  that  this  was  a  credit  given  to  Jack- 
son as  a  spy,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  trai- 
torous purposes  in  another  kingdom,  this  was 
the  first  paper  that  Mr.  Stone  would  have  de- 
stroyed. He  would  have  tvcalUnced  it — or 
done  any  thmg  with  it,  rather  than  have  pro- 
duced it  in  evidence;  but  instead  of  that,  he 
eipressf  J  his  gladness  and  satisfaction,  be- 
cause he  liad  reason  to  Ihiuk  that  it  would  ex- 
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plain  any  part  of  his  conduct,  vhich  might  be 
liable  to  suspicion  on  the  part  of  eoveniinent ; 
and  he  trusted  (I  believe  he  truly  tj^u&teil)  to 
the  candour  and  fairness  of  goveromeut,  that 
if  they  found  that  this  was  a  boiti  jide  advance, 
to  the  creditor  of  his  brother,  for  a  small 
debt,  at  the  request  of  his  brother,  Uial  they 
would  not  prosecute  him,  on  the  traitorous 
correspondence  bill,  for  that  offence.  1  be^ 
lievc  he  ha<l  a  perfect  confidence  in  the  can- 
dour and  generosity  of  govern nient,  and  that 
he  woidd  not  have  been  disappointed,  thougtv 
the  facts  might  have  supported  that  prose- 
cution. 

I  trust,  therefore,  it  appears  clear  to  yon, 
that,  up  to  the  time  of  Mr.  Jackson  leaving 
this  kingdom,  Mr.  Stone  had  no  ground  what- 
ever, that  appears  in  evidence  before  you,  to 
suspect  wliat  were  the  purposesof  hift  mission. 
I  have  stated  distinctly  every  one  of  the 
grounds  that  have  been  alleged  as  circum- 
stances that  might  have  led  him  to  su.«pect  it ; 
I  think  I  have  explained  them  all,  from  the 
evidence  that  has  already  been  laid  before 
you ;  and  1  think  I  may  draw  this  conclusion  : 
"  that  up  to  the  moment  of  Mr.  Jackson's 
leaving  England,  Mr.  Stone  had  no  grotmd  ta 
know,  or  suspect,  his  traitorous  purpose  ia 
Ireland."  Therefore  wc  have,  as  far  as  the 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Stone,  as  to  Mr.  Jack$on*a 
purposes  in  Ireland,  goes,  carried  the  case  a* 
tar  as  to  Mr.  Jackson's  departure  from  this 
kingdom. 

Ihe  next  circumstance,  from  which  it  is 
inferred  that  ISIr.  Stone  must  know  the  trea- 
sonable purposes  of  .Mr.  Jackson  in  Ireland, 
-is,  the  corrtspondencc,  if  it  may  be  so  called, 
wliich  passed  between  Mr.  Jackson  and  Mr. 
Stone,  after  Mr.  Jackson  left  England,  and 
when  he  was  in  Ireland.  The  corrcspondeoce 
between  Mr.  Stone  and  Mr.  Jackson  amcnints 
only  to  three  letters,  two  written  by  Mr,  .Stone, 
arid  one  written  by  Mr,  Jackson :  I  say,  the 
correspondence  between  Mr.  Stone  and  Mr. 
Jackson  amounts  to  only  three  letters ;  be- 
cause another  letter,  addressed  to  Mr.  Stone 
by  Mr.  Jackson,  which  has  been  read 
deuce,  never  reached  the  hands  of  Mr.  >ujuff 
?.ud  therefore  is  no  part  of  the  rorrespoodtace^ 
th.it  jKisstd  between  the  two  parlies;  for,  in 
a  correspondence  between  two  parties,  both 
must  be  actors,  and  implicated  m  the  IcDov* 
ledge  of  that  correspondence 

Let  us  see  the  efltect  of  these  letters,  whidx 
have  been  so  much  relied  upon,  in  the  corrv- 
spondeucc  which  actually  did  pass  betwt'eu 
Mr.  Jackson  and  Rlr.  Stone.  The  first  of 
these  Idlers,  which  is  Mr.  Jackson's  lettrr  to 
!Mr.  Stone,  is  of  the  5th  of  April.  The  look- 
ing  for  that  letter  brings  to  my  eye  an- 
other cirrimistantial  evidence,  from  whexrt 
the  knowleflgc  of  Mr.  Stone  was  to  be  to- 
ferred,  concerning  Mr.  Jackson,  and  that  wa 
the  addresses  left  by  Mr.  Jackson  with  Mr. 
Stone  before  he  went  to  Ireland.  TfacK  ay 
addresses  to  persons  witli  a  cross,  a 
mark;  these  letters  to  be  addressed  to 
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With  respect  to  these  addresses^  it  is  only 
necessary  to  observe,  that  there  was  sufficient 
ground  to  William  Stone  fbr  cutbn  ud  eon- 
eealmcnt,  with  respect  to  a  correspondence 
abroad,  without  supposing  that  he  was  con- 
MMusof,  or  privy  to,  any  cnmioal  wtreft* 
sonable  pnrposo  wbritever  in  this  country.—- 
The  situation  of  liis  brother  abroad,  made  aU 
coriopondeaoo  of  tbel  kind  haiaidous  to  bis 
brother.  You  will  find,  in  the  letters  of  his 
brother,  various  iiitimations,  in  difSrreJit  let- 
ters, of  the  hazard  ol  his  letters  not  coming 
aefe  to  hishandlj  emplaints  that  some  let- 
ters had  not  OOPW  to  his  huiids  nt  all ;  nnd 
particular  intiBMllaiis  to  be  cautious;  and, 
wImI  b  wy  mMml,  in  one  of  his  brathtf^ 
letters  which  was  read  [No.  10],  tliat  caution 
which  his  brother  recommends  to  him,  is 
particularly  directed  to  tnonty  Iransaclions: — 
"  You  musilie  veiyiwded  how  you  men- 
tion taiODcy  transaction? ;    for,"  says  he, 

though  1  have  received  a  great  deal  of  at- 
m^m  flodvlvili^  ki  tbtt  tfx[feti,  yel  I  can- 
not  ho  Kiire  that  my  totttr^  will  iMt  be  opMi 
to  inspection." 

There  is  another  of  his  letters,  which  has 
llten  read  in  evidence  against  iis,  which  still 
p'tcs  to  show  the  caution  use<l  by  John  Stone. 
He  tells  his  broUier  to  inform  Mr.  Jackson, 
I»nitt9«  nol  diivet  bis  letters  any  more  to 
him,  litii  must  direct  them  to  his  friend  Ni- 
cholas; so  thai  the  whole  of  John  Stone's 
iiUidMuD^Mm  tewled  to  impicss  the  iniBd 
of  William  Stone  with  the  necessity,  as  far  as 
respectw!  John  Stone,  hi^  brother,  of  using 
great  cauiion  in  the  trauamission  of  letters 
abroad.  Then  Mr.  Jack!^b  gives  him  ad* 
drr^^es,  through  which  it  i?  supposed  he  may 
send  letters,  with  a  certaintv  of  reacbink 
their  <ieetltialion.  He  also  gites  those  ^ 
dresses  for  anothvr  purpose,  of  which  Mr. 
Stone  ini^ht  l>c  perlectly  ignorant,  and,  as  far 
as  any  evidehcc  goes  in  tjic  cause,  was — for 
the  pwpose  of  addressing  any  letters  that  Mr. 
Jark^on  might  send  to  him,  to  be  forwarded 
abroad,  in  order  to  secure  them;  the  con-  i 
tents  of  which  Mr.  9cone  might  know  as  Vittle 
of,  if  any  such  had  been  sent,  aslMr.  Cokayne 
said  he  did  about  those  letters  he  addressed  j 
Ibr  Mr.  Jartuon.  These  addresses,  thet-cfore, 
upon  which  so  muoh  mystery  was  thrown,  { 
form  in  Inith  no  promincnl  feature  in  the  ! 
case:  and  i  do  not  wonder  they  escaped  my  j 
iteoAbetioii)  till  they  caught  my  eye  upon  the  j 
same  page  with  the  letter  I  was  going  to 
^^e»k  about. — These  addresses  were  found,  | 
aM  were  lA  tto  degree  concealed.  If  it  were 
worth  while  to  call  the  messengers  back,  I  I 
ctjuld  prove  that  those  adilrc^es  Mr.  Stone  ; 
himself  produced  out  of  a  book,  where  the 
messenger  never  would  have  feutwl  tbcm. 

Gentlemen,  1  was  going  to  speak  upon  the 
cbrrcspoudence  between  Mr.  Jackson  and  Mr. 
SMone  i  Mm  iMter  of  Mr;  Jickson,  of  tbb  MH 
«f  Aftilf  f  MnStote,  vMh  ii  ligbed  Tho*> 


mas  Popkiht.  The  roumi  of  Hm  fi^piH 

name's,  as  tb  Mr.  Jackson,  is  pfetiy  <ihvious 
from  Mr,  Cokayne's  evidence.  Mr'  Jackson 
had  creditors  in  England,  and  probably  in 
Ireland,  which  was  his  native  coontry.  Mr. 
Jackson  wished  to  be  concealed  from  fho-^fi 
creditors;  Mr.  Jackson  therefore  (maniJcsily 
for  that  purpose)  did  not  cbooee  to  fnit  a 
letter  in  the  po«*t-ofT]rc  in  his  own  name;  he 
therefore  assnnied  a  fictitious  name.  No 
doubt  Ms  mtentions  in  Ireland  were  so  crlmf- 
nal,  as  to  make  h  an  important  object  to  him 
to  ronceal  his  name ;  however,  his  bein^  in 
del/i  was  a  reason  that  satisfied  the  mind  of 
Mr.  Cokayne,  up  to  Die  tha^  when  he  left 
England.  For  the  same  reason,  Mr.  Stoned 
letters  not  havinz  reached  his  brother,  mgoM 
with  bfo  flame,  Mr.  Btone  doet  nbt  make  tito 
of  his  own  signature,  but  reverses  his  name. 
Then  let  us  sCc  what  the  correspondence, 
under  these  two  signatures  of  Popkius  aud 
Enots,  is. 

Mr.  Jackson  begins  first  with  a  general  apo- 
logy tor  not  writing.  Then  be  states  the  re- 
ception ire  had  met  with  in  Trdand.  He  says, 
"  ^o:r\n.  very  excellent  friends,  to  whoni  I 
oux  most  singular  obhgations,  being  apprized 
of  my  arrival,  have  endeavoured  to  render  nic 
service;  wad  were  their  power  tqiiai  to  their 
wishe%  I  am  confident  1  shouM  experience 
the  benefit  of  their  good  intentions;  accept- 
ing, as  I  do,  the  will  Ibr  the  ^ed,  the^  ha«^ 
a  claim  on  my  <rr:xti!Tif^r  " 

Now  surely  there  is  nothing  in  this  first  pa- 
ragraph, tliat  conld  lead  Mr.  Stone,  or  arty 
man  alive, — unless  he  had  known  it  before, — 
there  i«  nothing  in  this  paragraph,  that  could 
lead  I  an  I  tu  suspect  any  treasonable  purpose 
in  Mr.  Jackson.  I  have,  he  says,  met  with 
a  kind  reception  from  "  fricrds  to  whom  I 
owe  most  singular  obligations,  being  appriced 
of  my  arrival,  haw  ettoeavoiinAl  to  rentmr  me 
service,  and  were  their  power  equal  to  their 
wisbfe?,  I  am  confident  I  should  experience 
the  l>enefii  of  their  good  intentions."  Tiiere 
is  nothing  in  any  one  of  these  bxpreastoni, 
that  any  man  alive  would  apply  to  a  (rr'n'^nn. 
able  conspiracy,  if  they  dia  not  know  it  bc- 
Ibre;  Mill  les«,  if  yoo  Will  consider  tliat  M\r. 
Cok  lyne  ln<  already  proved  an  object  to 
whicli  It  clearly  must  apply ;  for  he  has  proved 
that  Mr.  Jackson  failing, — as  I  say  through 
the  negative  of  Mr.  Stone, — of  establishing 
these  commercial  connexions  in  England, 
went  to  Ireland  lor  that  reason,  as  he  told 
Mr.Cokayne.  Suppose  he  had  tbid  Mr.  Stone 
the  same  thine:  he  told  Mr.  Cokaync,  it  xvas 
natural  for  Mr.  Stone  to  refer  to  that  trans- 
action, from  which  Mr.  Jackson  expected  to 
derive  so  much  benefit,  those  expressions 
which  can  relate  to  noiilfaig  Which  was  tiot 
beneficial  to  himself. 

llien  he  taytf  I  must  request  you  nol  ttf 
toAke  use  of  any  of  the  addresses  1  left  you, 
the  price  and  nature  of  the  arltclcs  being  en- 
ttfelycNtoged."  Meetimdoiibtodly  it  isevl> 
daai^  to  any  aiaiiof  seiiM  who  nMa  IBit  IoIp 
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ier,  that  these  words  are  colourable,  and  in- 
tended as  a  cloak.  Cod  forbid  that  I  should 
diagrace  tny  own  understanding,  or  afiront 
^iroifrs,  by  pretendbg  to  satisfy  you  thai  Mr. 
Jackson  meant  by  these,  articles  of  trade,  it 
is  manifest  he  did  not.  "  You  will  have  the 
go^xluess  to  inclose  your  letters  to  uic,  under 
»  cover  directed  to  John  Cokayne,  esq.  ;  and 
if  yoii  have  uny  letters  from  the  family  at 
Shields,  which  regard  their  a^rs  in  this 
country,  you  cannot  too  soon  inclose  thorn  to 
ine,  as  the  assizes  at  Cork  arc  about  to  com- 
mence." These  words  undoubtedly  are  also 
colourable ;  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  contend, 
nor  4o  we  believe,  that  these  irordsidatedto 
an  actual  family  at  Shields,  having  businces 
at  the  a.ssizes  at  Cork.  Why  then,  to  wliat 
do  they  relate?  Here  too  I  am  happy  to  rc- 
mcmher,— n«5  I  am  always  happy  to  appeal  to 
py  Jearocd  friend  when  I  can,— 1  am  happy 
to  remember  an  eicpressiofi  of  my  leanied 
friend  in  his  opening,  when  he  was  observing 
upon  this  very  letter,  "  wh  it  Mr.  Jackson 
meant  by  writing  in  that  utauut  r,  it  is  impos- 
.aiLle  for  my  imaginalioB  to  suggest," — I  think 
was  the  cxpro'^sion  of  my  fearin  1  t  ri'  iid. 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  really  might  &iop  there. 
If  it  b  impomible  for  the  r^ned,  the  subtile, 
and  cnli^litencd  understanding  of  ray  learned 
fncnd,  to  suggest  what  Mr.  Jackson  meant 
by  that  letter,  it  is  rather  too  much  to  call 
upon  you  to  infer  what  he  meant,  in  order  to 
affect  thr  life  r,(  the  prisonfr.  Injenuity  ought 
not  to  be  applied  to  extracting  sucli  meanings, 
«nd  such  inferences.  Bat  no  ingenuity  can 
extract  that  meaning,  because  no  ingenuity 
can  refer  Uiose  compressions  to  any  specific 
Reasonable  design  whatever.  And  however 
enigm:»ti»  however  mysterious  they  may 
appe?.r,  iliry  must  \>e  refer. ihic  to  .some  spc- 
citic  ircii^tinable  design,  ciiicrtaincd  between 
the  writer  and  the  person  to  whom  they  were 
addressed,  before  they  can  at  all  t'fn  ct  the 
life  of  lite  prisoner  at  tlie  bar.  I  will  there- 
fort  defy,  and  I  throw  out  the  challenge,  not 
in  a  reply  at  the  conclusion  of  the  cause,  not 
when  nobody  is  capable  of  answering  me,  but 
I  throw  il  out,  when  I  know  I  am  to  be  an- 
swered by  a  gentleman  of  the  most  respect- 
able abililif"^.  1  defy  any  man  to  apply  tiie«^e 
enijgmatical  expressions,  distinctly  and  to  yuur 
satisfaction,  to  any  specific  treasonable  pur- 
pose whatever. 

But  let  us  see  now,  as  far  as  we  can,  what 
they  pretty  plainly  mean.  I  am  very  ready 
to  State,  that  from  this,  a'jil  from  Mr.  Stone's 
an<.wcr,  by  the /w'/'i/y  .V  /V/  /;  I  tmdersl;tnd 
$omc pfTioiu  tn  trmiue;  and  ttic  rea)>&a  of  tuy 
SO  understanding  this.  I  will  state  when  f 
come  to  Mr.  .Stone's  Inter.  Now,  t;  vlng 
that  conslructiuo,  which  is,  1  presume,  tlte 
construction  for  which  they  contend,  I  will 
read  the  letter.  "  1  request  you  not  to  make 
>»<f  of  t!u  rid.!ri  M  S  I  lt:Jt  you,  Xhf  price  and 
nature  ot  tnc  iaii^-ie-s  hem^  entirely  ctiAUgcd," 
which  1  suppose  to  rcltr  to  llic  addresses 
gtven  in  evidoMe  <aiid  I  am  now  giving  eveiy 


supposition  thepnoBcutorcan  call  itar.V^Tha 
price  and  nature  of  t^c  articles  bcios  eotirdy 
changed" — What  is  the  meaomg  of  tfaati— 
There  had  at  that  time  happened  oBe«f  Umnt 

inauy  convulsions,  that  were  continually  hap* 
p(  iiin^  m  France,  in  consequence  of  that  mi- 
serablc  revolution  which  had  taken  place 
so  /  shall  always  call  it,  whatever  the  ofiaiaa 
o(  others  iv.rw  be)  ;  there  had  at  that  time  ba^ 
pened  a  convulsion  at  Paris,  which  *'^^*^^g 
the  hands  of  power,  might  reader  thfn  ftu*. 
lions,  wliich  would  have  mrulc  the  letters 
reach  their  destination,  whcllier  Uieir  import 
were  of  a  private  nature  or  otherwise,  safely, 
while  the  departOMOts  of  govemoMfit  wcsa 
adn>ini>-t'Te(l  hy  one  set  of  persons,  and  whkh 
vvouiU  iiave  caui»cd  these  very  directions  to  ba 
intercepted  in  the  hands  ofothers;  and  thcf»« 
fore  the  caution  not  to  use  any  of  those  direc- 
tions, connected  with  the  ^ntext  of  Ibis  pas- 
sage, refers  to  an  apprebnuion,  mi  mf  ikmr 
being  intercepted  kere^  but  abmad.  The  dan* 
ger  apprehended  was,  from  the  circumslaDce 
of  the  gitv^runvcut  being  conceived  tu  be  m 
changed,  that  those  addicaaea  be  Ian 
secure  abroad  than  they  were,  not  that  they 
might  be  Jess  secure  here,  for  that  is  unpos*, 
sibw  to  contend.  **  If  you  have  any  Icttsn 
from  the  family  at  Shi*  I  I-^,  which  regard 
Ihcir  ahairs  in  this  country,  you  cauoot  uw 
soon  inclose  them  to  me,  as  the  assises  at 
Cork  are  about  to  COOMBeooe.'  Wtiat  u  the 
partictihir  and  prrrise  meaning  of  lhat«  I 
agree  with  luy  learned  trieod,  the  attwncj- 
gcneral,  I  cannot  expUua,  nor  coojadaar; 
but  I  defy  any  man  fairly  tn  rtpply  it  to  any 
specilic  purpose  charged  in  this  indtctment,  or 
design  entertained  by  Mr.  Jacknott  liHBsdif, 
much  less  by  Mr.  Stone. 

Xou*  we  will  5ee  Mr.  Stone's  answ^-— 
Mr.  Jackson  having,  as  1  staled  lo  you,  jls- 
sutnod  the  garb  of  concealment  in  LooUon, 
for  the  reabons  I  have  pointed  out,  Mr, 
Stone  begins  at  lirst  with  an  eapresaioii,  n»> 
tural  to  a  nan  who  had  been  addiasiii 
l)y  a  friend  of  his  brotlu  r'-,  ?aying  that  be 
was  happy  Mr.  Jackson  luuiui  himself  so 
agreeably  situated  where  he  was.  lie  says 
he  has  received  no  letter  lum^  hut  tbedsy 
after  lie  I  ell  him,  he  received  one  to  nay  th^ 
Mr.  Jackson's  first  letters  were  received.  h>om 
what  these  first  letters  of  Mr.  Jaefceoii'a  waae, 
what  their  purpo'-e  was,  \*c  do  not  kriow; 
what  ihcir  purpose  wais,  Mr.  ColugfM€  wrk*  <i»- 
nUedthem  dm  aat  kmom ;  much  Icaa  can  jyLr. 
.Stone  he  supposed  by  any  evidence  in  lha 
cause  to  know.  But  all  that  Mr.  Stone 
is,  lie  received  a  letter  &;i>uig  xiuX.  Mr.  Jaca- 
aon's  first  letter  (about  the  cuntcnto  «/ vstwcb 
nc  nrr  as  ignorant  as  he,  and  Itc  as  ignorijn  u 
we)  was  received.  "  1  have  received  attothcr 
since,  in  which  mine  was  acknowledged ,  wliick 
I  wrote  the  post  after  Gillel  was  with  ua^haft 
no  mei!t  i<.n  was  made  of  any  other.** 

"  i  have  not  made  u$c  u(  wiut  you  lett 
with  me  ;  what  a  wonderful  cliange  there  ca 
iiilhe£siiulyr  now  it  i*  tbis^apif  ahu  Mi 
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lows  that  leads  ow  to  b«  convinced  Ant  H 

certainly  alludes  to  persons  in  France — to 
tiie  coovulsioos  wbkh  then  bad  taken  place 
in  PMri»~«  it  tend  lo  any  goodf^  to 
what  good  ?  it  might  tend  to  good  to  this 
country  as  well  as  to  France ;  it  might  tend 
to  good  to  France,  without  injury  to  this 
oouotry ;  it  might  tend  to  the  good  of  all 
mankind  if  there  "wa?  a  change  in  that  cot^m- 
try  tor  the  better.  There  is  nothing  iherelore 
io^t  paragraph,  from  whence  the  least  cri> 
niinal  idea  ran  he  imputed  to  any  mnn  nlive. 
**  I  confess  I  thmk  better  of  it  now  tliau  be» 
fore,"  so  should  I,  because  H  would  have 
been  impossible  for  me  to  have  conceived 
that  Hiiy  rliange  could  be  for  the  worse. 
1  hat  utiY  government  bhould  he  wurbc  than 
that,  wfiich  «ns  sohvertcd  by  that  con- 
vulsion, and  on  every  convulsion  that  has 
taken  place  in  Paris,  though  tbey  liave  gone 
fion  tiad  to  wone,  y«t  I  thoold  have  thought 
better  of  the  pro*.pccl  than  hrforc,  from  any 
change  of  any  kind,  or  dcscrij)lion — "  I  want 
what  you  possess,  a  knowledge  of  the  several 
branches  of  it.  to  form  a  proper  judgment  of 
their  conduct  in  the  last  fracas,"— nr)w  though 
Jdr.  Stone,  judgmg  as  I  should  have  done,  that 
any  change  was  likely  to  be  for  the  better,  he 
does  not  rely  upon  thai  judgment  entirely, 
but  says  he  wants  what  Mr.  Jackson  poraoues, 
who  Md  been  rewdent  in  France,  and  had  a 
knowledge  of  the  government  tlicre,  in  order 
to  form  a  proper  judgment  of  tht  ir  conduct  in 
the  last  fracas.  I  have  no  didicuily  iti  under- 
•tnodmg  Mr.  Stone's  letter,  because  he  ap- 
pears to  have  lud  notliiiig  to  concca',  I 
aball  show  presently  in  observing  upon  the 
adraoqucnt  parts  of  his  letter. 

You  see  Mr.  Stone,  in  answering  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Jark«on,  h  is  m;idc  xi'sc  of  the  same 
Eityle  wiih  Mr.  Jackson,  and  the  .same  allu- 
sion (certainty .a  fictitious  one)  of  the  family. 
He  takes  up  the  expression  of  thefatmbf,  and 
speaks  <U  jirU  of  the  French  government 
under  that  name.  But  Mr.  Slone,  having; 
nothing  to  dl^^'uise  upon  the  suhjetl,  having  ; 
nothing  tlial  ho  wished  to  conceal,  and  not 
OMing,  (when  he  reflected  a  moment)  who  saw 
what  he  wrote  upon  the  subject,  or  who  un-  i 
derstowl  it,  he  immediately  translates  what  ' 
he  had  said  before  if  the  sense  had  been 
doubtful ;  for  I  appeal  to  your  understand- 
ings,  whether  the  next  paragrapli  is  not  a  di- 
rect translation  of  thc&e  emgnutical  expres- 
aiotts,  for  these  expressioos  men  ly  mean  the 
change  that  had  taken  place,  the  convulsion 
which  had  happened  in  Paris,  of  which  he 
asks  whether  it  would  teud  to  good  ? — he  now 
aavs  in  plain  English,  **  Political  afikirs  seem 
taJcing  a  strange  turn — if  we  take  into  our 
▼iew  the  great  whole— •!  cease  to  wonder  at 
any  thing--we  seem  I  think  to  be  the  onlv 
parly  resolved  to  go  on  with  vigour,"  pretty 
true  at  that  time,  I  am  afraid,  and  the  cunsc- 

Jiienees  were  feh  afterwards.  "  The  king  of 
russia  puhlirly  avows  htt  diunclinaUon, 
mod  I  think  the  Freocby^  well  as  the  em* 


peror  show  it  by  their  inae^n.  But  to  what 

can  the  proscription  now  going  forwird  in 
Paris  tend  i"  This  is  exactly  the  same  as  was 
said  in  eniematical  expressions  before. 
"  Will  it  purif>'  them  and  make  their  conduct 
less  exceptionable  ^  that  shows  Mr.  Stone's 
idea  of  their  former  conduct  was  the  same  as 
jours  and  mine.  **  Will  it  purify  them  and 
make  their  conduct  less  exceptionable,  and 
their  government  more  fixed  and  permanent  f 
I  really  feel  a  kind  of  awe  m  thinking  on 
those  subjects,  and  see  every  day  new  matter 
to  astonish  me,"  who  is  there  that  did  not 
ooDCor  in  thai  feeling  at  that  mment  f  that  did 
not  feel  an  awe,  when  thinking  on  those  tre- 
mendous convulsions,  that  were  thrrntening 
all  tl)c  governments  of  Europe,  and  did  not 
feel  every  day  new  matter  for  astonishment  f 
Is  there  one  tittle  of  high  treason  in  that 
letter  f  Is  there  one  little  which  the  must 
sttbttle  imasination  of  a  prosecutor  can  tor- 
ture into  a  knowledge,  an  avowal,  a  participa* 
tion,  much  more  into  atsisting  in  any  trenson- 
able  purpose  whatever,  much  less  the  treason- 
able purpose  contained  in  this  indictment  9  I 
am  sure  my  learned  friends  will  not  attempt 
by  any  ingenuity  to  strain  it  farther  than  what 
appears  to  them  the  fair  interpretation.  But, 
is  it  nn^<-iblc  for  any  men,  it  they  fell  them- 
selves at  liberty  to  play  the  advocate,  as  if  it 
were  a  civil  cause,  to  torture  those  expres- 
sions ;  is  it  possible  to  apply  them,  either  to  a 
knowledge  or  concurrence,  in  any  treasonable 
purpose  upon  earth  ?  The  utmost  Ihey  amount 
to  is,  to  show  that  there  was  some  degree  of 
mystery  between  IMr.  Jackson  and  "Sir. 
Stone — ^To  raise  a  general  cloud,  of  indehniie 
suspicion,  which  may  add  weight  to  precise 
evidence,  when  precise  evidence  is  given.  But 
Cod  almighty  forbid,  that  ever  an  F,ngli<sh 
jury,  that  ever  anpr  court  of  criminal  Jurl^dic- 
tion,  in  this,  or  in^ any  country  upon  earth, 
should  from  a  general  indefinite  snspirion, 
raised  by  ambiguous  expressions,  or  conduct 
that  cannot,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  be 
I  distinctly  and  specifically  explained,  affect  a 
man  upon  trial  for  his  life,  without  precise 
and  distinct  evidence  to  bring  home  both  the 
I  act  and  intention  of  the  crime,  for  which  he  ia 
specifically  charged  ;  that  surh  inference  as 
that  cannot  be  drawn  from  this  evid^ac^  I 
leave  with  confidence  to  your  judgment 

Upon  the  only  remaining  letter  of  that  cor- 
respondence I  snali  make  this  single  observa- 
tion— it  is  tmo  linet  addressing  a  letter,  whicli 
has  been  read,  signed  N.  M.  to  Mr.  .lackson 
in  Ireland,  adtlrcs'!c<l  in  1  ni  by  Mr.  Strme, 
wiUiout  any  cotumciU,  wiitiuutany  observation 
whatever :  merely  telling  htm  that  he  had  a 
letter  enclosed  in  that  r  o  .  rr.  of  the  contents 
ol  which  there  is  not  one  tittle  of  evideuce, 
that  Mr.  Stone  had  the  smallest  knowledge. 
\Vhatever  thc^  contents  were,  if  they  con- 
tained the  foule-^t  treason  that  ever  entered 
into  the  heart  ol  man,  and  were  ever  so  di- 
rectly applicable  to  the  treason  as  applied  to 
Mf .  Jaduon^iio  nan  alivt  wboi^iKdB  Iheai^ 
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■linislralion  of  ju'»ticc,  wonld  ever  affect  Mr. 
Stone  with  the  coDtenUi  ot  that  letter  per- 
•oBftUy,  unleM  there  were  evidence  before 
you  that  he  was  apprized  of  its  contents — 
there  is  no  tuch  evidence  before  ^ou,  and 
therefore  I  shall  not  waste  your  time,  nor 
esbfluet  my  own  strength,  by  rominenting 
upon  the  expresf»ion«iora  letter,  w  ith  the  con- 
tents of  which  Mr.  Stone  had  nolking  to  doy 
Ibeing  merely  addre^ed  bv  him  to  Mr>.  HmV- 
H)u— coming  to  the  hanus  of  Mr.  Jackson, 
M  ho^e  conspiracy  it  is  necessary  to  pr«ve. 
Titat  letter  waa  raad  as  legal  evideaoe^  in  the 
cause,  and  I  did  not  ohjject  to  the  reading  of 
it;  but  when  read,  it  is  your  duty  to  draw 
the  inference  fram  it;  aittl  I  deiy  you, c^ou> 
aistently  with  the  duty  you  4iwe  your  couii> 
trv,  aua  the  prisoner,  to  draw  any  iiirercncc 
afieciine  hi^t  lUe  or  honour,  from  the  contents 
of  any  lettei^— end  this  observatioa  goea  to 
ahnost  ail  the  rest  of  the  evidence — from  the 
contents  of  any  letter,  wlik^  it  ia  not  graved 
k*  wM  ever  ir^ortmd  of. 

Tbet  hat  oWi'  wHien ,  which  I  trvat  I  need 
not  urge  to  any  man,  either  of  eommon  frv]- 
iog  Of  of  common  sense,  leads  roe  to  stale  to 
you  why  I  confine  the  correapondencc  of  Mr. 
Jackson  and  Mr.  Stone  to  three  letters,  when 
more  have  1»cen  read.  It  h,  bec.iusc  there  are 
only  tiiesc  three  letters,  and  in  the'^c  tlirec 
letters  I  include  tho  too  line$  only  written  l>y 
Mr.  Stone  which  arc  proved,  by  any  evidenci; 
to  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Stone. 
But  I  go  ftrtbcr*«-atf  iht  mi  an  didbutfy 
provcdy  ntver  to  have  come  to  tke  hnou  ledge  Hjf 
Mr.  Sfnne.  It  is  in  evidence,  that  Mr.  Stone 
never  did,  nor  by  any  possibility  could,  know 
one  word  of  the  contents  either  of  the  letter 
of  the  21st  of  April  written  by  Mr.  Jackson 
to  him  ;  or  of  any  of  the  letters  which  were 
sent  hj  Mr.  Jedcaon  abroad,  because,  as  to 
thai  sent  to  Mr. Stone,  and  as  to  some'of  them 
sent  by  Mr.  Jackson  abroad,  they  never 
reachea  the  place  of  destination.  They  were 
interoepled  at  the  post  office, — as  to  others, 
they  did  (»o  abroad,  witliont  p-i<stin[!  tlirntigh 
the  hands  of  any  persons  m  this  kmgdom, 
and  were  abroad  by  aonid  meana  or  other  got 
at,  and  arc  now  produced  in  evidence  hrre, 
so  that  it  is  not  left  doubtful  whether  Mr. 
Stone  had  any  knonUdge  of  all  that  volume  of 
paper  which  has  been  read,  and  which,  for 
that  reason,  I  do  not  trouble  myself  with 
observhig  upon,  nor  have  I  taken  one 
tittle  of  tiiat  evidence  in  any  notes ;  because  I 
feel  aperfcf  t  ronviction  upon  which  I  can  se- 
curely rest  the  life  and  honour  of  that  gen- 
ttemm.  I  leave  it  in  your  hands;  you  will 
never  suffer  it  to  affect  either  tlie  one  or  the 
other.  Thp  guilt  of  his  accomprtrrs  (though 
it  is  A  step  of  the  charge  against  hun),  no  ho- 
nest man  can  apply  to  ktm,  without  prciof  that 
he  had  a  knowledge  of  the  transartion.  Willi 
that  observation  I  nay  safely  leave  the  whole 
of  thai  evidtnie  winfb  respeclt  f  At  wmiufi  «f 
Jfr.  Jmekmm  in  IrtUnd,  tlic  Ic iters  that  he 
wiuUy  and  Che  pip«i  that  he  s«oiy  eioept  af  In 
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those  fapers  wl/irh  he  sent,  that  are  brought 
home  to  Mr.  .bione  by  the  evidence  w  the 
cauee  which  is  the  only  tfdnc  nofw  leoMNning 
for  roe  to  (-bservc  upon.  I  have  hitherto 
stated  the  circumstances  from  which  the  r?»- 
tenlion  of  Mr.  StMie  was  to  l>e  collected — tor 
all  the  evidence  which  I  reljr  upoA  is  oC  that 
nature,  not  poinling  tT>  these  sperific  arts  of 
treaM^ii,  bat  tendmg  to  thfow  a  geiieraj  >-u«pi-> 
ci(*n  upon  Air.  Stone ;  in  order  t»  intbfy  > 
that  the  act  upon  wliich  they  rely  for  ihe  tr&t- 
son  which  the  in/omuUian  tent  0  the  at«tc 
of  Engfnnd,  was  sent  wekh  a  cramiiuU  and  md 
an  inntM-tni  mtent.  The  whole  |Miff«iew  ef 
tlio  pvidc^nce  I  have  been  «>bscrvmc  upon  i* 
oi  ttiul  nature ;  admissible  at  all  onTy  na  the 
reason  I  have  sftled  to  yen  affecting  the 
[irisoner,  as  far  aS  the  true  import  of  ihc  tvi. 
deuce  soes,  and  as  far  as  came  tu  his  Icoow. 
ledge,  I  also  admit;  but  mt  afecting  him  aa 
to  that  which  ii^D<T  roMte  <o  hi»  An  mi  la^jpr 
for  of  all  tWnps  in  the  world  rMn- 
liQUh  cuH  Lg  kast  foliccted  Jrom  tftut  iLJU^^Aikg 
never  kntw, 

Haviuc;  p:onc  through  all  the  written  erii 
deuce,  what  was  the  act  that  he  dtdf  Thar 
act  that  he  did  was  thisHi-to  fgnt  hie  vm 
opinion,  and  to  consult  persons  (not  all  of  one 
party  and  persuasion,  as  yoti  will  find,  but 
persons  in  whom  from  acquamtaace  and  e»- 
tecin  he  had  a  t  onfideoce)  wliether  the  tine 
stair  (  t  l  ii^lmd  was  not  such,  as  that  a 
prcscntaliuu  of  it  might  be  made  use  ot 


ceesfuliy^  to  defeat  a  purpose  wUeh  ftean  the 

lettersof  his  brollicr,  he  had  rea-^on  to  Lelirfc 
was  formed  in  France,  of  making  an  invasxm 
on  this  country,  the  effects  of  which  must 
have  been  calMniious,  whatever  might  have 
been  its  succesa.  Thnt  is  <Ae  ncf  which  Ae 
did. 

Now  hnving  stated  the  evidence  whieh 

tended  to  a  suspicion,  that  he  did  thai  w<th  « 
bad  intent f  let  us  consider  the  cireumsianeta 
wkiek  aecompanifd  tM  met*  First,  Was  there 
any  symptom  of  consciMti  guiU  f  Was  it  am> 
ducted  H*^  dark  plots  and  conpiracies  for  trt  i- 
son  usually  are,  against  the  governnient  ot  a 
great  and  powerful  country  r  Were  pnvalB 
nightly  meetings  held  in  the  dark,  and  in 
crct  places,  with  persons  well  adected  lu  %jot 
cause,  and  engaging  in  th*  SnAe  eonsptrary  f 
Every  feature  of  the  case  is  diametrtvally  op- 
posite to  every  ihin^  that  attends  fuul  irctison, 
which  is  alwavti  ncicd  m  the  dauk.  Kzmf 
step  taken  with  respect  lo  thia  act,  whkk  • 
the  'iTily  one  thit  imagination  r.;n  Mute  as  a 
specitic  act  applicable  to  this  ludictme&t,  was 
pifMie  in  its  nature,  with  a  perfect  ceosesoMi* 
ness  of  innocence,  a!>  far  as  that  con5cioast>?^w 
of  innocence  cau  be  collected,  lie  docs  ooC 
content  himself  with  secretly  asking  the  op»> 
nions  of  his  friends^  and  minuting  them  down 
for  liis  own  information,  and  for  that  of  Mr. 
Jackson;  which,  had  he  been  engaged  m  tot 
dark  putposes  nf  treaaon,  would  have  floawan* 
ed  his  oujecljustas  well— he  cou'd  ti 
weii  have  irprcsealed  to  the  fpvittiaiaii  at 
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Jhince,  or  any  body  else,  what  the  opifiions 
of  A.  B.  and  C.  weiv»  without  teHiag  them 
why  he  asked  that  oinmon.  TTo  was  luulr  r 
no  necessity  of  laying  himself  ouen  to  iue 
knowledge  of  a  variety  of  people,  that  he  was 
collecting  buch  information,  and  the  ohjecl 
wilh  which  he  was  coUecling  it ;  because  he 
eonM  Iwvfi  e^lected  that  infonnatioii,  from 
every  one  of  the  parties,  better  without  it. 
There  is  not  one  of  the  partio<i,  from  whom  he 
collected  this  information,  lu  whom,  if  he  had 
mentioned  it  as  a  matter  of  conversation  art* 
fully  and  designingly,  if  he  had  said  "  some 
people  are  apprehensive  of  an  invasion,  wtiat 
do  you  think  it  I«  there  any  one  of  the 
gentlemen,  who  would  not  have  answered  that 
duestion  ?  There  was  no  occasion  to  give  a 
clue  to  this  conspiracy.  He  had  uo  one  mo- 
tive for  •  disclosure.  It  was  not  aecessary 
for  his  purposes,  if  these  purposes  were  foul 
and  dangerous.  What  is  his  conduct?  In- 
stead ofceting  in  the  dark,  be  acta  publicly 
and  openly  in  the  day ;  he  goes  to  persons  of 
hi^h  respectability  in  the  conntry,  members 
ofparliantcnt,  gentlemen  of  fortune,  many  in 
opposition,  some  friends  to  government ;  he 
not  only  a^^ks  their  opinion,  but  fells  them 
wkui  he  wants  this  opinion Jor,  and  means  to  do 
withit. 

He  does  that,  which  T  think  it  is  impo«sible 
to  imagine,  that  any  man  fit  to  walk  the 
atreels,  and  allowed  to  take  care  of  his  own 
aA£irs,  should  be  such  a  driveller  as  to  do,  If 
he  was  engaged  in  a  dark  and  dangerous 
plot^  and  conspiracy  of  the  most  malignant 
t^easoo;  he  pointi  out  to  them  tkt  very 

ptytont  with  u  hum  he  is  acnr^al  of  coufaic- 
'oftiif  and  conspiring.  He  tells  them  the 
i^ct,  that  an  American  gentleman  was  in  Lon> 
don  who  came  from  his  brother ;  tliat  fron^ 
his  brother,  he  had  received  information  of  a 
design  of  invading  this  country,  lie  wished 
to  counteract  it;  and  he  thoueht'it  would con- 

triliutp  to  tliat  ]inrposr,  if  he  totilt!  satisfy  • 
them,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  respectable  per- 
sons, that  that  invasion  would  not  be  counte- 
nanced by  the  people  of  this  coimtry. 

Is  there  any  one  of  these  stf-ps  he  would 
have  taken,  if  he  had  been  conscious  he  was 
acting  a  part,  in  a  foul  and  dangerous  conspi- 
racy ?  If  there  was  nothing  in  the  case  hut 
this,  it  would  dash  down  ten  times  the  evi- 
dence that  has  been  riven  in  this  cause ;  be- 
cavj<;e  you  arc  not  to  lose  all  your  knowledge 
of  the  nature  of  the  human  heart;  you  arc 
not  to  suppose  that  men  run,  with  their  eyes 
open,  into  the  fire  which  is  to  destroy  them, 
lou  are  not  to  imngine  that  a  foul  traitor,  en- 
gaged iti  a  treasonable  and  malignant  conspi- 
racy, should  publish  to  the  whole  citv  of  Lon- 
don, should  puhlish  at  the  coal  cxcoange*  as 
I  will  by-and-by  prove  he  did,  in  the  presence 
of  hundreds  of  people,  the  very  conspiracy  in 
which  he  is  supposed  to  be  connected,  the 
very  treasonablepurpn^e  he  is  supposed  to  be 
engaged  in.  These  circumstances  attending 
tkfka,  which  Is  the  onfy  act  that  can  be  ad- 
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(foeed  a»flai  overt  act  of  any  treason  against 

Mr.  Stone — these  very  circumstances  disprove 
the  intefUionski  the  moment  that  they  cstMsh 

the  f  act. 

Gentlemen,  the  evtdenee  that  has  beeik 

given  on  the  ]»art  of  the  crown,  goes  much 
farther  in  behaU  of  the  prisoner;  for  it  not 
only  proves  that  which,  by  fiur  inference  and 
argument,  is  absolutely  incompatible  with  lha 
supposition  of  a  dark,  foul,  and  dangerous 
conspiracy ;  but  it  goes  farther,  for  it  proves, 
asfaras  human  testi  money  can  prove,  the  infen- 
tion  of  Mr,  Stone  \.ohe  directly  the  reverse.  Wc 
have  heard  a  thousand  times,aDd  in  a  thousand 
diQerent  places,  from  all  autborities,  high  and 
low,  from  the  bar,  from  the  bench,  from  every 
person  who  is  used  to  consider  the  i  Hlrt  of 
evidence,  and  the  iufcrencesto  be  drawn  iruin 
facts  and  circumstances  by  the  human  mind» 
that  we  are  not,  without  the  most  clear  and 
cogent  evidence  to  {wove  it,  to  suppose  a  pet" 
son*t  intefitian$to  be  'diametriealiy  opposite  t0 
those  which  he  professes. 

Now  to  meet  that  vag\je  cloud  of  suspicion 
which  has  been  attempted  to  be  thrown  upon 
those  parts  of  the  evidfence  which  I  have  ol^ 
sen'cdupon,  as  to  the  intention  of  those  acta 
upon  which  the  fate  of  this  indictment  rests, 
you  have,  proceeding  from  the  witnesseslbrtho 
crow  n  a  lar^ic  bodyol  evidence  to  pi  ovetheac/ua/ 
intention  with  which  the  fact  was  done.  You 
will  see  what  these  gentlemen,  who  have  been 
examined  on  the  part  of  the  crown,  as  neces- 
sary and  proper  to  establish  this  part  of  t!ic 
prosecution,  say  upon  this  subject;  besides 
the  openness  and  publicity  of  tlie  transaction, 
upon  which  1  have  already  observed,  and 
I  which  I  shall  prove  by  several  more  wil*- 
ucsses* 

Mr.'  William  Smith  tells  yoU,  thai  Mrw 

Stone  sr\id,  that  hisbrolhrr  appeared  nuirli 
alarmed  with  an  apprchcusiun  lUul  the  trench 
intended  to  invade  this  country.  It  will  bo 
said,  is  there  any  thing  in  the  corrcspnndt  nce 
of  John  Stone,  which  shows  that  he  was 
alarmed  upon  that  subject  I  To  which  I  an* 
swer  there  if ;  for  in  one  of  John  Stone's  lett 
tcrs  he  says,  he  conceives  that  his  brother, 
William  Stone,  may  correct  Mr.  Juck:>on's 
views.  If  these  are  his  views,  on  commercial 
propositions,  then  it  has  nothing  to  do  w  iili 
this  uucblion ;  if  they  arc  the  views  since  im- 
putea  'to  Mr»  Jackson,  then  correcting  those 
views  was  a  desirable  olyect  in  the  opinion  oi 
John  Slonc.  Tint  it  goes  much  farther— for 
in  one  of  the  letters,  speaking  of  a  Uank. 
which  was  slated  to  mean  on  iBoaffum,  and 
which  undoubtedly,  from  the  context,  did 
mean  that,  John  Stone  makes  use  of  this  ex- 
pression, that  it  may  be  averted.  Do  wc  talk 
of  a  blessing — of  an  event  we  ate  mishin^  for 
being  averted  f  No ;  that  is  a  term  whicl^ 
already  shows  that,  whatever  John  Stone's  in* 
teres!  in  France  might  be,  wluttever  his  coa« 
nexions  with  the  people  ext  rcising  the  powers 
of  government  in  that  country  nu^U  be,  what- 
^^ver  bis  deluded  enthusiasm  mignt  lead  hini 
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to  with  respect  to  the  possible  eflectof  thoae 

dreadful  events  takinj^  place  there ;  he  had 
oot  vet  so  wholly  forgotten  the  country  ia 
whieh  he  was  born,  as  to  look  upon  the  in* 
vaxion,  tl>e  carnage,  and  ruin  of  that  country, 
as  a  desirable  evcat.  Because  he  dues  make 
use  of  the  expressions  I  have  stated,  which 
shows  that  his  mind  was  not  wrought  up  tu 
the  iniquity  of  wishing  that  calamity  to  fall 
upon  his  native  country ;  and,  therefore,  he 
speaks  of  it  as  a  view  to  be  corrected.  He  says, 
he  is  also  alarmed  at  the  danger,  to  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Stone,  and  \m  family,  arising  from  the 
checks  which  miglu  ensue  from  that  event- 
That  is  another  ground  of  alarms  of  John 
SloTir  himself,  independent  of  any  other.  That 
apt^earb,  iVuni  passages  in  two  of  ht:»  kltcrs, 
where  he  advises  lum  to  sell  his  property,  ap- 
prehending the  conspqttences  of  that  invasion, 
if  it  should  take  place.  That  shows,  therefore, 
that  it  is  a  trae  representation  of  Wiiliam 
Stone,  that  John  Stone  uns  alarmed  at  the 
idea  of  an  invasion,  lie  slates,  in  one  uf  his 
letters  to  his  brother,  William  Stone,  that  it 
would  be  advantageous  if  his  representation 
of  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  En2;IaiKl, 
respecting  an  invasion,  could  be  conhrraed. 
Gentlemen,  I  care  not  whether  you  under- 
stand that,  as  advent  a  i^eous  to  the  country,  or 
to  himelff  Mr.  John  Stone ;  because  it  is  ma- 
nifest from  other  expressions,  when  he  says, 
••that  communication  was  highly  useful  to 
me;"  that  he  h  iff,  in  France,  always  taken 
the  part  of  di^buadiiig  an  invasion  of  this 
country.  That  is  a  fact  that  appears  clearly, 
from  whatever  motive  he  might  act.  Mr. 
Smith  saj^s,  that  Mr.  Stone,  the  prisoner,  ex- 
pressed himself  under  a  similar  alarm ;  and 
asked  hi<^,  Mr.  Smith's,  opinion  upon  that  sub- 
ject. Mr.  Smith  then  put  him  in  mind  that 
he  heard  him  express  his  «entinienls.  He 
then  stated  that  he  bad  convcrsr d  with  Mr. 
Vaughan  upon  the  same  subject,  who  told  him, 
that  he  thought  there  cuuld  be  no  impro- 
priety, in  giving  his  brother  that  general  in* 
formation  he  wished.  That  Mr.  Vaughan 
had  given  him  a  paper,  containing  some  of  his 
opinions  on  that  head;  and  Mr.  Smith  says 
be  asked  hit  opinion.  Mr.  Smith  generally 
observed,  that  he  thought  tlv  npini  ni^  in  that 
papermight  be  very  true,  or  woid»  to  that 

Eurport ;  out  that  the  expressions  appeared  to 
im  in  many  point?,  cxteplionahle ;  which  un- 
doubtedly they  are.  We  are  not  answerable 
Ibr  the  general  political  opinions  of  Mr.  Vaug- 
han; whether  well  founded  or  not,  Mr.  Stone 
is  not  to  answer.  F(jr  if  there  i^  nothing  in 
that  paper  tliat  tends  to  excite  the  enemies 
of  this  countiy,  to  any  thing  mischievous  to 
this  country,  there  is  nothing;  criminal  in  Mr. 
btone  sending  it.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  it 
•nswered  the  purpose  of  preventbig  that 
vasion,  then  it  was  highly  meritorious. 

Mr.  Smith,  therefore,  mtimatcd  that  there 
were  improper  expressions,  and  advised  Mr. 
Stone  ti>  be  cautious.  He  Mid,  he  did  not 
maa  to  vifce  on  of  Ibo  ptperi  if,  oaconsult- 


im 


ing  his  fKcBds,  tiiey  shooU  wAfm  bbnspiBK 

it.  He  mentioned,  at  the  same  tjnw,fAfrfen- 
nel  of  commumcatum,  which  no  man  coodkV 
ed  in  a  conspiracy  would  have  done,  Hr. 
Jackson,  an  American  gentleman.  Mr  <^ni:th 
says,  that  he  had  only  a  common  acquamtaace 
with  Mr.  Stone,  that  this  was  commnnkitai 
under  mcea^en re,  Mr.  Stone  knew  tint  be 
was  a  memhrr  of  parliamsnt,  and  a  mm  r>( 
properly,  and  Mr.  Stone  said,  that  '*  be  \M 
mentioned  it  to  some,  and  intended  lo 
tion  it  to  more." 

Mr.  Sheridan's  evidence  is  still  more  tmt- 
rial  on  the  head  of  intention,  for  he  say  v,  ttat 
Mr.  Stone  was  introduced  iu  him  by  Air.  Wil- 
son,desiring  to  communicate  to  himfomfthinj 
that  he  thought  would  be  highly  es^uiui  t* 
the  service  of  government,  aod  ia  a  nttr 
which  he  thou^^l  would  he  of  i^reat  public 
service,  lie  then  stated  what  yoix  areaiio^ 
in  possession  of— ttist  be  bad  the  mesns  « 
communication  with  his  brother;  thai  that 
communication  was  likely  atterwards  to  reach 
the  govcrnnieul  of  Franc* ;  and  that  the  sa^ 
vice  he  could  be  of,  would  be  undeodrflf 
them  in  that  particular;  givinc;  them  s  trve 
state  of  the  country,  to  couviiice  tticra  how 
little  they  could  expect  of  any  thin;;  like  »v 
sistancc  or  co-operation,  from  :iiiy  ^l^'n^ipUoft 
of  men  whatever  in  this  country.  Uc  Mid  be 
conceived,  and  hoped,  the  consequences  wcdi 
be,  tlieir  abandoning  a  project  evideailytakea 
up  upon  fa!*.e  infornjation,  and  that  it  wm 
expressly  stated  to  be  for  this  purpose  (wbtth 
if  It  really  was,  wheth^  discreet  or  imfn* 
dent,  pr<»pcr  or  not,  it  was  innocent  as  tot^is 
indictment)  that  he  had  cndcavoturd  to  col- 
lect the  opinions  of  sereral  gentlemen,  poS- 
tical  characters  in  the  country,  whose  cpir.  oti* 
he  thotii;ht  would  he  of  aclhurity  sufBcniit 
to  advance  his  object.  Tliat  he  ll»en  D^fikad 
some  of  the  persons,  and,  what  is  vciy  jbsH* 
rial,  he  then  named  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  a  itb- 
tlcman  of  high  rank  and  character,  imme^tt« 
alcly  connected  with  administration,  the  bn 
general  Murray,  unrle  to  the  duke  of  .Athsl, 
who  is  sinre  dead,  and  of  whose  teatunooji 
by  tliat  misfortune,  we  are  deprived.  Ifc 
Sheridan  said,  what  every  man  of  sense  wouU 
have  said  upon  that  ^^uhjert,  that  it  rm^f  » 
deep  impression  on  his  nund,  as  to  lite 
ness  of  Mr.  Stone's  intentions. 

Then,  £;cnlleraen,  the  same  kind  ufev  rdeoct 
is  given  by  Mr.  Towepod,  Mr.  Rogers,  tfjl 
lord  LauderdaJe,  to  atfof  whom  he  rooRBasi- 
cated  it  without  reserve,  stating  l«  the m 
his  rhnunel  of  communication;  the  Aniertfim 
xncrciiant;  every  circumstance;  keeping  tatk 
nothing ;  cloaking  himself  under  no 
— All  of  them  agree  that  be  made  the  com- 
munication without  reserve.  Sdecting,  «* 
evidence  for  the  crown,  those  fentienen.  «1» 
had  not  entertained  a  romplctc  approbutc^ 
of  every  expression  conlaintd  m  this  f^iper— 
The  circumstance  of  hib  having  mentioMdts 
genenl  Muirav;— and,  if  it  is  necessary  tojs 
into  much  evideaca  oo  tbatheadyl  can  sft 
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others  fionoected  itith  ftdminuliiiliaii  too;— 

\>ut  the  circumstance  of  his  having  mentioned  , 
it  to  general  Murnty,  and  the  situation  in 
wUeh  that  gtotkniMi  stotkl,  before  his  death, 

r>es  a  great  way  to  answer  the  only  ohjection 
haveoetfd.  with  an/  thing  like  commoo 
Moee  atated  in  this  pari  of  the  case,  and  that 
ia-^Why  did  he  not  communicate  it  to  govern- 
ment ?  To  that  I  am  ready  to  answer,  that 
he  would  have  done  store  wi$eiy  if  he  had.  I 
abould  have  been  ono  who  would  have  given 
that  opinion.   I  am  not  sure,  if  there  is  any 
credit  to  be  gjivea  at  ail  to  hiuoan  testimony, 
that  he  mild  hate  done  wur$  hmuitlify 
thoueh  I  think  be  would  have  done  more 
■wiselj'.     I  think  he  would  not  have  acted 
.more  houe&tlyi  if  tiiere  b  truth  in  this  testi- 
monj.beoHiae  hiaolgeetwas  to  prevent  the 
French  ftx>m  attempting  an  invasion,  and,  by 
the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  crown,  /ou 
learn  tlmt,  aa  &r  aa  prepared  e;ovenuneut  to 
I         counteiact  that  invasion — as  far  as  thejr  bj 
any  act  could  prevent  it,  he  had  already  given 
'         that  information,  for,  so  earl^  as  in  April, 
'         1709»  hehad  eiven  distinet  information  to 
'         the  minister  of  the  country;  he  had  given 
I         true  ui^brsMKion:  for  it  consisted,  as  appears 
by  the  evidence  m  this  canae^notooly  ofthe 
(         general  intention  in  France  to  invade  this 
COuntT}',  but  of  the  vrry  point$  to  which  he 
had  received  information  that  they  meant  to 
I         direct  that  invasion.  I 
j  The  minister  of  the  country,  therefore,  had  ! 

I  near  a  twelvemonth's  notice  to  guard  against 
t  that  intantioo  of  Fkance^  wbicn  Mr.  John 
Stone  still  continued  to  persuade  Mr.  William 
I  Stone  existed ;  and  therefore  Mr.  Stone,  hav- 
I  ine  given  administration  ail  that  information, 
I  ivuch  wu  necesaaiy  Ihr  imparations  for  de- 
I  fence;  which  was  necessary  to  defeat  that 
f  expedition  should  it  be  attempted;  Mr.  Stone 
i  %a8  doing  a  meritorioiiB  act  to  prevent  the  et- 
I  ttmpt  itsetff  for  the  reasons  I  have  already 
■  atated  to  you;  becau^  the  attempt  itself, 
I  must  have  produced  calamity  to  the  country, 
I  |f  made  at  all,  however  well  prepared  90- 
j  vemment  might  be,  from  information  prc- 
I  Yiously  given  by  Mr.  Stone  himself:  and 
^  irhat,  in  the  name  of  God,  wodd  laad  him 
I  to  give  the  minister  trtie  intelligence  of  this 
project,  if  he  had  a  traitorous  purpose  to  as- 
I        aist  the  French  in  the  pro^^ressof  tnis  war?  . 

But  it  is  said,  **  Why  md  he  not  give  far- 
tiier  information  to  the  minister  r"  VVhy^  a 
I        larther  part  of  the  evidence  has  been  supplied 
I        by  tha  CfOwn  upon  that  point;  for,  upon 
I        reading  that  letter  from  Mr.  Stone  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
from  whence  it  appeared  tliat  he  gave  im- 
'        portant  and  true  information,  not  only  of  tlie 
'        design  of  an  invasion,  but  of  the  points  to 
'        whidb  it  should  be  directed,  Mr.  Pitt's  answer 
:       is  read,  in  which,  after  thanking  him  for  the 
mmnsieatioB  he  had  made,  Se  dviny  de* 
dines  any  farther  communication  on  the  sub- 
ject.  Mr.  Pitt  tells  him  there  is  no  occasion 
I       to  ^ve  him  any  farther  trouble  at  present. 
I      Wint  tnaounfeamt  had  Mr.  Ston^  ftm 


Ibis  answer  of  the  minister,  to  make  farther 
representations  to  government  ?  He  had  told 
them  the  material  facts ;  he  had  no  encoCi<« 
ragcment  to  go  farther ;  he  was  not  Well 
ccived.  The  cloud  that  had  been  throHli 
over  his  brother's  conduct  1  do  not  blame  the 
minisfer,  for  that,  I  think,  be  ivas  right ;— bat 
the  cloud  tliat  had  been  tnfown  over  his  bro* 
ther's  conduct,  had  procured  a  cold  reception 
to  the  intelligence,  important  as  it  was,  com- 
municated bv  the  gentleman  at  the  bar. 
From  that  cold  reception,  and  from  Mr.  Pitt's 
dcclinine  any  farther  communication  upon  the 
subject,  I  say  he  had  no  encouratement  logo 
to  the  minister  again;  but  lie  did  the  neit 
thing  to  that,  he  communicated  to  general 
Murray,  in  the  confidence  of  government.  If 
Ac  thought  it  important,  he  could  communi* 
cate  it  to  the  minister,  and  it  would,  coming 
from  him,  be  received  not  only  with  civility, 
butirithattontioii.  Coining  from  Mr.  Stone^ 
ho  had  leaaoD  to  suppose  it  would  be  agun  dit- 
rcgarded. 

Gentlemen,  there  remains,  I  think,  but 
one  other  material  observation  upon  the  evi- 
dence that  has  been  adduced  by  the  Crown, 
and  that  is,  the  comparison  tliat  has  been  made 
of  the  extraeta  eommonieated  by  Mr.  Stone  to 
Mr.  Pitt,  with  two  of  the  letters  from  which 
they  were  extracted.  The  inference  meant  to 
be  drawn  is,  that  that  was  merely  a  colour- 
able communieition  to  Mr.  Pitt,  and  that  he 
kept  back  several  of  the  material  parts  of 
tlicse  letters,  from  which  extracts  had  been 
taken. 

Now,  if  you  have  any  doubt  whatever  in 
your  minds  upon  that  or  any  other  subject, 
which  I  flatter  myself  you  will  not  have; 
but,  if  you  think  it  necessary  to  take  tho 
trouble  of  reading  through  the  whole  of  these 
letters,  I  believe  you  will  find  that  he  has  not 
^iven  rise  to  any  sueh  imputation,  beeausa  it 
IS  manifest  that  independently  of  the  welfare 
of  the  country,  to  which  I  will  ascribe  confi- 
dently the  communication  of  the  letter  of  the. 
18th  of  Mareh,— which  is  the  only  very  imp 
portant  commnnicalion  made  to  Mr.  Pitt,— 
the  communicatiou  of  the  Itith  of  March  sub- 
sequently confirmed  and  explained  by  Mr. 
Stone's  letter  of  the  18th  of  April— Inde- 
pendent, I  say,  of  this,  Mr.  Stone,  in  these 
other  communications,  was  impelled  b^  two 
motives;  firsU  parhapa,  n little  aflectation of 
importance  of  possessing  great  rhannels  of 
intelUgence,  that  luight  be  ubcfui  to  govern- 
ment ;— My  dient  wm  forgive  me  if  1  should 
think  some  little  vanity  of  that  sort  might 
operate  in  his  mind,  perfectlv  innocent  as  it 
would  be:— But  there  is  another  more  impor- 
tant object,  which  he  thoueht  it  right  tosvail 
himself  of,  at  the  time  when  he  communi- 
cated that  letter,  that  be  should  take  that  op-  . 
portunity  of  access  to  the  minister,  to  give 
nira  extracts  of  those  parts  of  his  former  cor- 
respondence which  appeared  likely  to  set  his 
brother  right  in  the  opinion  of  goveflltnen^ 

feeling  that  regudlbr  tail  brother  whtcb  it 
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was  natural,  which  it  was  taudable  Ihr  him  to 

feci;  if  it  did  not  carry  him  to  the  extent  of 
doing  an^  thing  injurious  to  his  country,  he 
thought  It  right  to  avail  himself  of  that  oppor- 
tunity of  communicating  to  Mr.  Pitt  extracts 
of  such  parts  of  his  letters  as  seemed  to  ex- 
plain  his  situation,  in  the  manner  roost  fa- 
vourable to  John  Stone,  and  to  be  most  likely 
to  set  John  Stone  in  a  better  light  with  Mr. 
Pitt  than  be  stood  before ;  and  that  will  ac- 
count (if  you  look  at  the  passages  left  out)  fbr 
their  being  left  out,  and  not  any  view  of  con- 
cealinc;  thorn  to  the  injury  of  the  piihhc. 
Wheii  Mr.  Juho  blone  makes  use  of  tlmt  im- 
proper, un|iatriotic  expression,  speaking  of  the 
French  government  hy  an  Englishman,  of 

tkemsetvesf"  he  sii  ikes  Uuit  oi^t,  and  puts 
"  the  lyench/'  giving  the  stthstaneeofthe  in- 
Ibmifttion,  and  altcrmg  only  the  expression 
that  would  tend  to  prejudice  his  brother  in  the 
opinion  of  the  person  to  whom  that  commu- 
nicaUoB  was  made. 

With  respect  to  other  parts  of  the  events 
ftpoken  of  in  the  second  of  these  letters,  which 
•re  not  exttacied,  if  you  take  the  puns  to  look 
at  them,  you  will  find  that  these  events  are 
described  lo  such  language  as  necessarily  must 
gtve  an  unfavourable  ttnpression  of  the  writer ; 
and,  therefore,  it  was  not  within  the  scope  of 
his  object,  which,  while  it  mnde  the  roTntnu- 
nication,  was  luanUesUy  to  exculp  iie  lus  bro- 
ther, to  give  these  extracts  which  would  taKwe 
produced  a  contrary  effect.  Bui  when  you 
find  that  in  the  same  enclosure  with  this,  the 
whole  important  infonnation  is  even  relative 
to  tlie  invasion  of  this  country  (the  very  in- 
^mation,  the  suppression  of  which  might 
kave  promoted  that  design  Mr.  Stone  is  ac- 
cused of  promoting),  when  TOU  find  lAef  b  com- 
municated and  not  kept  back^  you  cannot, 
whatever  may  be  the  reason  of  these  reserves 
in  the  extract,  impute  them  to  any  design  in- 
jurious to  his  country. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  to  apologize  to  you  for 
tfie  length  of  time  I  have  taken;  but  I  am 
sure,  that  if  you  fancy  yourselves  for  a  mo- 
ment in  the  situation  in  which  I  stand,  the 
anxiety  which  your  minds  would  feel,  lest  a 
gentleman  in  the  unfortunate  situation  in 
which  ray  client  stands,  should  suffer  by  any 
omission  of  yours,  would  have  mduccdyouto 
liave  trcspaned  as  I  have  done  upon  you,  in 
atating  every  fact  and  every  observation  tfi  it 
appeared  to  me  either  necessary  or  material, 
in  order  to  establish  the  innocence  of  my 
client 

I  am  sure,  had  it  been  my  own  case,  I 
should  not  have  thought  it  necessary  to  have 
t^HI*^  you  so  much.  For,  had  It  been  my 
own  case,  had  I  stood  in  the  unfortunate  si- 
tuation of  that  Ecntlemao,  possessing  com- 
peeure  enough  or  mind  to  have  put  the  evi- 
dence in  this  i  .iiHf  in  the  same  light  that  I 
view  it  iiuw,  I  think  I  could  have  ventured  to 
trust  my  own  hfe,  I  dare  not  venture  to  trust 

thttof  another man^  'my^kmt4tig  as  tfan 
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csise  was  left  on  the  part  of  the  proaemtiaa. 

For  thnu[^h  there  is  a  large  body  of  eridcact 
to  support  tlie  first  step  of  this  pioseartiaola 
criminate  Mr.  Jackson  in  a  considenUe  di» 
^ee ;  to  criminate  Mr.  John  Stone  taa€Oii« 
siderable  degree  as  to  the  praprrety  of  \n 
principles  and  conduct ;  I  venture  to  say  mhea 
you  come  to  separate  this  evidence,  that  of 
which  the  prisoner  has  no  knmtedge,  from 
that  of  which  he  has,  there  is  not  one  titde 
of  evidence  which  wSH  anthotiae  yon  to  agr, 
that  any  act  done  by  the  prisoner,  was 
done  uUh  a  treasonabte  xntentMm  flk 
government  of  this  country. 

Gentlemen,  fortfaeruason  IhM«aW!f 
given,  why  I  dare  riot  onriitany  obsemtioo 
that  occurs  to  me,  so  1  cannot  omit  any  evi- 
dence that  it  appears  to  me  can  have  s  possi- 
bilily  of  lending  in  remove  a  doubt  which  the 
imagination  of  the  most  doubtful  man  can  (fr 
tertain  upon  the  subject.  I  shall,  therefifft. 
lay  before  you  evidence  which  will  rather  be 
in  corroboration  (so  much  has  the  cvidcooe 
for  the  Crown  been  in  favour  of  the  pmoDo) 
of  that  evidence  than  new  evidence.  I  ihil^ 
therefi>rr,  ml!  whnc^'^rs^  in  addttior.  t^  the 
five  gcullemeu  called  lu  ttte  same  poiot  \rt 
the  crown,  to  show  you  the  publicity  «ttl 
which  Mr.  Stone  at  ufl  times  communicati4 
the  correspondence  of  his  brother  in  ";enmi; 
}  and,  with  which  he  communicaicd  ihei<  pa- 

Eers  in  particalar,  and  not  only  the  pspeni 
uttiie  intention,  and  the  use  that  wis  to  bf 
made  of  them  without  reserve,  upon  tbeootf 
pubHc  occasion,  to  friends  and 'to  ^tmpa, 
on  the  coul  cxchan^'* ,  publicly  at  noondiv, 
in  some  instances ;  in  all  without  reserve ;  la 
all  in  a  manner  absolutely  and  totally  iamb- 
patible  with  a  consdousness  of  the  ^dkif 
nigh  treason. 

I  will  then  conclude  \ti\h  calling  wttnew^ 
as  many  as  you  will  chooan  to  hear,  ef 
most  repprct  'hie  description,  to  the  chxriftn 
of  this  gentleman ;  all  of  whom  i  am  told  will 
concur  in  stating  to  you,  that  be  is  a  niaa 
a  description  whom  you  wiO  beheve  iocspabW 
of  enteitaiutng  an  abominable  intentwa 
a^ains>t  his  country — a  man,  who  (wbattwr 
his  particular  opinions  may  be  with  respect 
to  the  politics  or  parties  of  the  hour,  or  «itS 
respect  to  the  forms  of  particular  spvemmect^ 
is  loyal  to  his  king,  Mid  w«B  affisclBd  la  ^ 
constitution  of  his  country. 

I  will  conclude  this  lont'  address  with  wh>ci 
it  has  been  my  duty  to  trouble  you  by  IsMiii 
before  you  that  character,  and  'by  ob<r>is$ 
that  in  the  whole  of  the  rondurt  of  this  gta- 
tleman  every  thing  has  tended  to  prute  acoo> 
sciousness  w  innooenoe,  and  a  ledilBde  « 
intention.  I  am  •^urr,  nijiJcr  the  riituni- 
Stances,  the  critical  situation  m  which  ths 
attorney-general  has  stated  this  geodcnsato 
have  been,  you  will  suffer  ooioBfnidenct  ^ 
incautioj),  which  is  not  arcnmpanicd  "t* 
guilt  to  the  extent  of  this  mdicloicDt,  to  ^ 
any  iBflMiiGa  upon  your  vcnUcti 
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Mr*     Afntef  Harris  sworn.^EniniQedbjr 

Mr.  Erskme, 

Do  yon  know  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  Mr. 
blonef — i  ouce  was  in  hiscutnpauy,  and  only 

Mice* 

Do  ym  umtmhtK  bit  reading  *  paper  r~I 
de» 

Ooyeu  reMewber  the  ^eDeral  purport  of 
that  paper  ? — I  remember  a  part  of  [he  paper 
whicn  was  read.  Being  at  that  time  feartui 
of  an  invasion,  1  said,  I  have  always  been 
•verae  to  this  war,  but  I  would  wish  to  keep 
the  French  at  arms  Jcngth  ;  I  hope  thpy  will 
sot  come  here.  In  consequence  ot  which, 
be  teed  a  paper.  The  other  part  I  do  not  re- 
collect; V'ut  tlii*^  I  wril  reotember — he  said  in 
that  paper,  to  the  best  oC  my  recoHectioo,  it 
iRKHild  be  absurd  to  imdEe  an  rovtsion  when 
tho  majority  of  the  people  in  this  country  are 
against  it;  it  woviH  answer  nopurpose.  Wlien 
be  bad  finisheti  tiic  paper,  I  said,  I  think  sua 
bave  done  your  country  a  service ;  and  if  Mr. 
Pitt  or  Mr.  Dundasknew  e#it»  i  tbink  tbey 
wotild  thank  you. 

.  Was  this  read  puUidy  or  privately  ?— In  a 

private  room.  There  were  throe  ladle?,  and 
two  gpntlernen.  I  never  saw  Mr.  Stoue  be- 
fore, and  but  once  since. 

Was  this  read  under  any  injunction  of  se- 
crecy ? — No  ;  it  was  only  read  in  ron**'»|iipnce 
of  mj  question  to  satisfy  me  as  a  timid  man. 
'  Mr.  Jtfemiy  OmtrmL^l  bata  no  question 
totsktbtegandsinio. 

Jtobert  Ward  sworn.— Exammed  by  Mr. 

Erskine 

♦ 

Do  vou  know  the  prisoner  at  the  bar 
¥ea. 

What  is  yoar  situation       an  a  eoal* 

factor. 

How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Stone I 
tbink  I  may  venture  to  say  ten  years. 

-  Do  you  remember  his  reading  a  paper,  or  j 
giving  yuu  a  paper  to  read?— He  dia  not  give 
It  me,  i  believe. 

Did  yon  bear  it  leadr— I  have  beard  ex- 
tracts  from  letter?  read. 
'  What  has  been  Mr.  Stone's  ciiaracler  since 
yon  have  known  him  ?  Was  be  a  lojrai  sub- 
ject '—I  (  in not  answer  irf  ncrally  to  liis  cha- 
racter, only  that  i  knew  htm  in  business;  he 
was,  in  credit  with  me,  perfectly  so. 
'  Mr.  ^rtorneyGeiimil^^  have  BO  question 
to  ask  thb  gentlermoi. 

Mr.  Samuel  TotJmin  sworn.— Examined  by 

Mr.  Erskine. 

t 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Stone?— Yes. 

Do  you  remember  Ids  reading  at  any  time 
in  your  presence,  publicly,  letters  which  he 
used  to  be  in  the  cour»o  of  receiving  from  bis 
^roUier  in  I  ranee  r — >io,  never. 

What  was  his  cbaraeler  wtaeo  yiM  knew 
4iai^**taieellysood«  . 


A.  D.  1796.  [1^ 

Mr.  Attomev  GeaersL— I  bKVO  ao  qniatioft 
to  ask  Mr.  TottbMn. 

Mi,  MAmUA  Stokes,  sworn.— Eiam&edb^ 
Mr,  Enkine,  ', 

You  are  a  clerk,  I  hclicvc  ?-  -Yes. 

In  what  bouse  ?--Dowu  and  Company. 

Do  you  Itaow  Mr.  Stonef— I  da 

Have  you  ever  had  an  opportunity  of  hear- 
ing him  read,  or  have  you  had  Irom  him  to 
inspect  yourself,  any  letters  ftom  bis  brother  f 
-I  Jo  not  exactly  recollect  Uie  dates;  but, 
&ince  liis  brother  has  been  at  Paris,  Mr.  Stone 
has  been  in  thehabitof  coming  to  oitr  house; 
and  ha  has  repealedly  read  Uiose  letters  ia 
our  counting-house.  He  has  afrerwarfls  left 
the  letters  with  me  for  a  day  or  two,  Uii  he 
came  again,  and  I  have  read  ttiem. 

Whom  dues  the  house  consist ofF—RiiBbard 
Down  .Henry  Thornton,  

Mr.Thofntonthe  member  of  parliametitf— 
Yes.  I  have  repeatedly  asked  him  whether 
he  had  any  letters?  He  has  ^id,  I  have; 
here,  you  may  take  Ibem,  and  give  them  me 
when  I  come  again. 

Mr.  Attnrnn/  G mend^I  ktmMlfatlUMa 
to  ask  llu*»  wiiucss. 

John  Fru,  esq.,  sworn.— Examined  by  Mfi. 
Er$kine, 

Are  you  a  partner  in  the  Louse  oi  Down 
and  Company  r — I  am. 

Do  you  know  IMr.  .Stone  ?— -I  do. 

Have  you  seen  Mr.  btooe,  from  time  to 
time,  sinee  his  brother  faes  been  in  Frsneaf 
••-I  have. 

Do  you  know  of  Mr.  Stone'^  having  been 
in  the  course  of  corresponding  with  hisbro* 
ther,  and  reeeiving  letters  from  bins  f«^I  bann 
been  informed  so \v  him. 

Have  you  had  an^  opportunity  of  seeing 
those  letters  from  time  to  tinc^  or  any  at 
tbem  ?---!  hnvp. 

Have  those  letters  been  read  to  you,  or  at 
any  time  left  with  you  have  beard  ex* 
tracts  rc;i(],  arul  ihey  have  been  left  with  roc. 

Mr.  Attorney  GetuToL^l  have no questioa 
to  ask  Mr.  Free. 

Mr.  George  Thomoson  sworn. — Exaramed  bjf 
Mr.  Erf&iae. 

Do  you  know  the  prisoner?^!  dOi 

How  long  have  you  been  acquainlad  widl 

him  ? — Twelve  or  fourteen  year?. 

Have  you  known  him  since  the  time  Im 
brotlier  baa  been  in  Franee  ? — I  have. 

Do  you  know,  from  liiro,  that  he  had  been 
in  any  correspondence  with  bis  brother  f —I 
understood  that  he  was. 

Had  you,  at  any  time,  any  part  of  that  cor- 
respondence read  to  you,  or  in  your  presence  i 
•—He  has  frequently  read  letters  upon  the 
Coal  Exchanec,  which  aoy  body  there  mi^al 
have  attended  to,  it'  thev  vv*>rf  i><'»  otherwise 
busy.  I  have  sometuue^  alieuded  to  them, 
sometimes  not 

Yottbava  seen  him  leadbig  theaeleltcn^ia 
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Ihe  roost  public  manner,  upon  tbe  CoftI  Ex- 
change ? — Ves ;  any  body  might  attend  that 
vould:  and  those  who  were  not  busy  j^oe- 
rally  did  acicnd. 

Tlie  Coal  BxehiBge  b  a  very  fnibUe  place  ? 
—Yes. 

And  bfi  was  in  the  course  of  reading*  upon 
tbe  public  Eichange,  letters  he  had  received 
from  his  brother  ?— Yes ;  wheo  forly»  fiityi  or 

aixty  ppople  were  present. 

VViicii  has  been  tiie  character  of  Mr.  Stone? 
—A  very  respectable  ebmcter. 

Di^l  you  ever  discover  in  htm  any  tJiing 
dangerous? — Never  in  royhfe;  he  is  a  very 
worthy  acquuatance  as  any  I  «vcr  had. 

Mr.  Attorney  General^-l  bsve  DO  question 
to  a!»k  Mr.  Thompson. 

jMlr.  WiUmn  Parkins  sworn. — EKSQiined  by 
Mr.  Serjeant  Adair. 

What  is  your  business  ? — A  coai  merchant. 
Aie  ymi  aeqtiainted  with  Mr.  William 

fitonc^ — I  arri. 

Do  you  remember  his  reading  any  letters 
received  from  FrMice,  to  you  or  <rtber  persons 

in  your  presence? — Yes,  I  have  heart!  htm 
read  one  or  two  letters  during  the  time  in  the 
Coal  Exchaiigc,  meeting  him  there  as  a 
iMiyer. 

In  the  hounof  busioessf— Intbehours  of 
business* 

Did  be  read  them  under  cbfcuniatanees  of 

concealment  or  openly  ?--Openly 

Do  you  remember  any  particular  papers 
being  shown  lo  you,  or  any  oody  else,  by  Mr. 
Stone  about  the  dispositions  of  the  people  of 
this  country  -  Yes.  I  remember  hearing  Mr. 
Stone  read  some  part  of  a  letter,  wherem  he 
aaid  that  it  was  a  very  ridiculous  thing  in  the 
Ffpnch  to  atternyit  zny  such  thing  as  nii  inva- 
sion^ for  that  the  people  of  this  country  would 
cise  in  a  man. 

Was  that  part  of  tbe  substance  of  the  paper 
you  heard  him  communicate  ?--- It  was. 

Was  tius  lead  openly  or  under  anycir- 
cumitaiMes  of  aeoeqr  ^—Wte  openly«-I  was 
present. 

Were  there  other  gentlemen  present  ?—  I  do 
not  lecoAleet  wbo,  oat  there  were  some  gen- 
tlemen about  the  fire  place  at  the  same  tirnc. 

And  this  was  read  on  the  Coal  Exchange 
opiiily,  iii  the  hour&  of  business  without  any 
oonceaiment  whatever  F«— Yes. 

How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Stone  F«f  I 
believe  seven  or  eight  years. 

What  opinion  hive  you  of  bis  chaiacter?'— 
a  merauiiile  mail  lalwaia  respccled  Mr. 

Did  you  ever  hear  lum  ezpreia  any  aenli- 
ments  dangerous  to  tbe  aalety  of  the  countij  ? 

—No,  I  never  did. 

Any  sentiments  of  disioyaity  to  his  ma- 
jesty ? — I  never  did. 

Mr.  Attorney  G€mral,^l bave  HO  OUeBtion 

to     this  gieotieinaa. 


Mr.  Henry  Stniihers  sworn— Es^moi  bj 
Mr.  Serjeant  if  ieir. 

You  are  e  coal  merchant  I  imdeitltBdr*-! 

am. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Stone  ? — I  do. 

Do  you  recoUecl  his  reading  to  jrouorto 
any  body  in  your  presence,  political  lecters 
respecting  the  State  of  France  ? — I  recoiled 
his  having  been  in  the  habit  of  doing  that  re- 
peatetUy,  wl^  many  gentlemen  roood  ham 
in  such  a  manner  thai  they  might  ^rr  en- 
tirely tbe  letters  so  read,  without  any  reaerre 
at  all. 

I  need  not  then  ask  whether  he  tnede  any 

secret  of  his  correspondence  with  h\%  brother 
in  France  ? — I  do  not  know  that  lie  read  all 
the  letters  be  received. 

But  of  his  general  correspondence— did  he 
make  any  secret  of  it?— I  never  saw  or  kne# 
of  any. 

How  long  have  yoaknMm  Mr.MaotF— 

Since  March  1786. 

What  is  iiis  character? — I  never  conceind 
that  Mr.  Stone  was  at  all  particular  in  hb  po- 
litics, not  so  nnieh  so  aaaoineothantMl 

know. 

Did  you  ever  hear  bira  express  aoydt»- 

loyalty  to  the  govcrnuunt  of  hi'^  country?— I 
have  heard  him  express  his  di^pprobatMO  of  i 
particular  parts  of  the  administration  of  lha  | 

country. 

Mr.  Serjeant  .i4Jflir.— God  forbid  that  opi- 
nions of  that  sort,  whether  right  or  wroog^ 
should  be  thought  treasonable.-^id  youcfV 
hear  him  express  any  disloyalty  to  the  kil^ct 
the  government  of  the  country  i — Never. 

Or  any  opinion  daqgeiow  to  the  nMp 
safety  or  the  country  f—llol  to  inf 
lodge. 

Mr.  Attomev  CeueraL—l  have  no  questM 
to  aak  this  gentleiBan. 

The  9«v«ieiid  Tkmu  swoniw^Ea- 
nined  by  Mr.  Se^jeMii  JdWr« 

How  long  have  yea  known  Mr.  9lina^ 

Almost  twrnty  years. 

Have  you  known  him  intimately  during  tbs 
course  of  that  time  ?— I  have  been  in  a  coune 
of  friendship  and  intimacy  with  Mr.  Stonf . 

From  that  knowledge  of  htm,  what  isiis 
Mr.  Stomas  cbaiaeter  been  during  that  tiawf 
—I  ha\  L  nr  vrr  observed  in  Mr.  Stone's  con- 
versation or  in  bis  conduct,  any  tlm^  thil 
could  at  all  tend  to  treasonable  pwetices. 

Did  you  ever  know  him  express  himself  to 
terms  of  disloyalty  or  disaffection  to  thekM|| 
Of  the  government  of  the  couniiy  ?— I  as** 
observed  any  thing  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Attorney  Gentrmi^l  bawttO  ipurtlM 
to  avk  Mr.  Taylor. 

The  ileverend  Rochemout  Barlmuld  sworn.— 
Examined  by  Mr.  Seqeant  Ji&ir, 

How  lung  have  you  known  Mr.  Snaef— 
Two  and  twenty  years  I  believe. 
Dtvii^Tm»owla48B^I*s^  ntai* 
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racter  hn^  he  bome  ?— lie  seemed  alwtvs  iu 
me  lo  be  a  sensible  man,  and  very  moderate 
m  his  polllieal  opinions. 

Did  you  ever  hear  him  repress  any  senti* 
meots  ot  disloyalty  to  the  king  or  the  govern- 
■wflt  of  hit  counti^  ?->Never. 

Any  opiDions  dangerous  to  tlw  petce  uad 
safely  or  the  country  F — Never. 

Have  you  known  him  well  for  that  len^h 
(Of  time?— I  ha?e  not  iMen  iatinMli  with 
lum. 

But  you  liave  known  him  during  that  lime  ? 
I  have. 

Mr.  Aitornnj  General,'-'!  have  BO  ^uestion 

to  ask  this  c^enilenian. 

Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlayne  sworn— eiamiucd  by 
Mr.  Serjeant  Adair. 

How  long  have  yon  known  Mr,  Stone? — I 
'believe  about  twrenty  years.  ' 

What  arr  yon  ? — A  shoe  maker  by  trade. 

Uavu  you  known  ium  weii  t — Yes. 

Dutiog  that  time,  what  has  been  hii  chap- 
racter?— A  very  fair  hooeatehaiaderatAras 
I  have  known. 

Have  you  ever  heard  him  make  use  of  any 
ttipresstons  of  diskqralty  to  his  majesty  or  the 
governn^ent  of  the  country  ? — Very  far  from 
It,  so  tar  irotM  it  that  he  joined  with  me  in 
•  flnlilar]rcorp!<at  the  time  of  the  riott»  and 
-wasalwajs  amend  to  order  and  good  govern- 
nent. 

Have  youever  heard  him  reed  letters  from 

Franco,  respecting  polilicdl  subjects  from  his 
iwotberP — t  recollect  he  read  one  to  me. 

Was  ttiat  under  any  injunclioa  of  secrecy  ? 
— I  do  not  recollect  that  it  was. 

Mr.  Attorney  Grnt  r^j/.— I  han  uo  qoestion 

to  ask  Mr.  Chamberlayne. 

Mr.  JoAn  Bluut  sworn. — Examined  by  Mr. 
Serjeant  Adair, 

I  believe  you  are  a  coal-ftctOT?~I  am. 
How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  William 
fitone  ? — N    r  t  w  e  n  ty  years. 

During  thai  tune  what  has  been  his  cha- 
racter ^--l  always  considered  hUn  a  respecta- 
ble character,  and  that  he  was  a  ftiend  to  this 
constitution. 

Did  you  ever  hear  him  utier  any  expres- 
sions 01 disloyalty  to  the  king  and  constitution 
of  this  country  f— No,  quite  the  contrary;  I 
^ve  heard  him  say  that  a  man  who  wished 
Ibr  any  alteration  of  the  constitution  of  this 
country  must  be  a  mad  man  or  a  fool. 

Did  ^ou  ever  bear  hiui  read  any  letters 
om  his  brother?— Yes  I  have  very  publicly 
too  publicly  I  thot!t:;ht  for  his  brolher's 
safety.  I  thought  that  he  would  endaog^ 
Ids  brother's  tife. 

Mr.  Attorney  Genemi^l  hcfo  no  qoestion 
to  ask  Mr.  Dlunt. 

Jdr>  JdM  Kiddelt  sworn  — 

Serjeant  Adair. 

Uow  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Stone  P— >I 
upgn  very  friendly  teiEDs  with  bis 
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family  for  a  great  number  of  year? — I  have 
known  Mr.  Stone  from  his  childboud. 

Have  you  ever  heard  any  expressions  of 
di^loyiUy  from  Mr.  Sjonr  towaras  the  kin^ 
and  government  ot  tins  countrv? — ^Never,  on 
the  contrary  I  always  thought  mm  bred  up  in 
principles  favourable  to  this  constitution  and 
10  the  establishment  of  the  house  of  Ha- 
nover—I  always  considered  him  in  that 
light. 

Mr.  Sprjennt  Adair —ly  \^  going  0%'er  the 
same  ground  again,  and  in  a  cau:»e  which  has 
already  lasted  so  lone,  I  will  not  trespass  on 
the  time  of  youT  lonubip  by  calling  any  more 
witnesses. 

The  Honourable  Thomas  EasKrKs:— • 
Gentirnicn  of  the  jury ; — We  were  nnxious  on 
our  uartSf  for  the  prisoner,  toal  this  case 
should  be  thoroughly  investigated  and  trader* 
stoofl :  and,  as  we  can  have  no  reason  not  lo 
wish  that  justice  sltould  be  done  to  the  prose- 
cution as  well  as  to  the  unfortunate  person 
wliom  wr  roprrsent,  we  resolved  r.nl  to  co  oi 
with  many  witnesses  to  prove  what  had  al- 
ready been  established,  wishing  that  you 
should  not  mily  hear  me  but  the  connsd  ftr 
the  Crown  equally^  while  yet  your  under- 
standings were  suthciently  fresh  to  embrace 
all  the  complicated  matters  which  belong  ttf 
this  important  trial. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  been  revolving  in  my 
own  mind  what  course  I  should  pursue  In 
standing  up  before  you  this  day; — and  I  con* 
fess  that  if  I  were  counsel  for  myself — if  T 
had  been  arraigned  of  high  treason  at  iJcus 
bar,  and  bad  asked  my  bon.  and  learned  fri«Dd 
to  (lo  that  duty  towards  me  which  hp  ha?  done 
for  our  client f  and  beine  of  the  protes&ion  had 
reserved  for  myself  that  indulgent  privilege 
which  the  laws  of  our  wise  forefathers  have 
given  us  to  observe  upon  the  whole  evidence 
m  my  defence,  I  shotud  have  remained  silenL 
I  should  have  thought  that  I  best  consulted 
my  own  safety  by  not  takin»  off  any  thing 
from  the  most  impressive  address  that  it  was 
possible  for  any  man  to  offer  to  a  jury  in  a 
ca?!c  which  required  all  the  learning  and  abi- 
lity which  my  friend  so  amply  possesses;  but 
standing  as  I  do  for  omiMcp,  i  auwot  pmae 
that  course,  I  must  therefore  endeavour  to 
make  you  understand,  as  well  as  I  can,  the 
j;rtnciple$,  and  examine  with  as  much  care  as 
possible  the  emdenu^  by  whish  alone  ynor 
verdict  ought  to  be  !];ovpmed.  i 

The  first  matter  lur  conskieraiion  in  all 
courts  upon  all  oecanons,  is,  to  see  dktlnctH^ 
what  the  charge  is,  and  for  the  honour  of  the 
crown  be  it  spoken  (and  of  my  worthy  friend 
the  attorney-general  who  opoMd  to  you  this 
prosecution),  there  is  nothing  left  for  mete 
vary  or  contiadicti  he  made  no  coaeasMai 

*  I  have  been  ftvoured  with  a  correct  re- 
port of  this  "jpcrcb,  which  T  have  substituted 
for  that  contained  m  the  prmted  trial,  which 
was  ia  m^y  respects  fiuilty  and ; 
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to  the  prisoner ; — if  he  had,  he  would  not  have 
done  his  duty,  because  the  counsel  for  the 
crown  are  not  to  plead  for  the  defendant,  but 
to  state  with  ability  and  precision  the  case  of 
the  adverse  party ; — but  what  I  honour  the 
attorney  general  for  is,  that  though  he  made 
no  concessions,  and  stated  nothing  differently 
from  what  must  afterwards  have  been  sum- 
med up  by  the  court,  yet  he  did  not  attempt 
to  bewilder  your  understandings,  by  leading 
you  away  from  the  ciiargc,  but  state<l  tiie  case 
with  an  anxious  precision  which  docs  honour 
notonly  to  himselt,  but  to  the  lawsol'the  coun- 
try he  represents;  since  when  we  are  upon  the 
subject  of  invasions,  and  when  the  whole  ob- 
ject of  the  prosecution  is  (as  must  be  ackuow- 
jeged)  to  give  stability  to  our  government  and 
to  prevent  it  from  being  overborne  by  foreign 
force,  what  can  make  our  subjects  cling  to  it 
so  strongly — what  can  more  unite  them  in 
the  manner  in  which  it  seems  admitted  that 
they  are  united,  than  to  compare  the  mildness 
and  benehcence  of  our  institutions  with  those 
tribunals  of  blood  which  we  might  expect  to 
be  erected  here  if  an  invasion  of  the  nature 
spoken  of  were  cfl'ected  ? — What  can  so  well 
support  a  government  as  a  just,  mild,  indul- 
gent court  of  justice  hearing  with  equal  com* 
placency  the  prisoner  and  the  officers  of  the 
Crown,  when  not  conducting  themselves  so 
as  to  stink  in  the  nostrils  of  posterity  like 
those  in  other  times  before  our  happy  con- 
stitution was  vindicated  and  establisheu. 

Gentlemen,  there  is  no  question  of  law  in 
this  case, — The  charges  arc  two  in  number — 
compassing  the  king's  death,  and  an  adher 
ence  to  his  enemies: — but  it  is  not  sufficient 
to  state  the  guilt  of  the  one  or  the  other  as  ex- 
isting in  the  imagination  of  the  heart;  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  charge  the  ovi  rt  act — which  is  the 
manifestation  of  the  treason  the  prisoner  is 
called  upon  to  answer. 

The  charge  made  upon  the  prisoner  is,  that 
he  has  fallen  off*  from  his  allegiance, — frora 
the  love  of  his  country  and  its  magistracy, 
and  devoted  himself  to  the  destruction  of boUi 
«•— and  the  record  then  charges  what  he  has 
done  as  the  manifestation  of  that  traitorous 
spirit  which  the  law  arraigns  and  punishes. — 
For  this  purpose  the  indictment  appears  to 
me  to  be  ably  and  properly  drawn,  and  what- 
ever the  result  of  the  cause  may  be,  we  make 
no  complaints  of  ihecmwn  or  thegovcmment 
but  come  here — as  we  have  a  right  to  do — to 
defend  ourselves. 

The  indictment  charges  the  prisoner  with 
being  engaged  in  a  conspiracy  with  his  bro- 
ther residing  in  France,  and  with  a  person  of 
the  name  ot  Jackum  now  dead  ;  which  con- 
spiracy had  for  its  object  to  accomplish,  as  it 
charged,  an  invasion  of  the  French  upon  the 
dominions  of  ilte  king  both  here  and  in  Ire- 
land. There  are  other  counts  staling  it  more 
generally,  viz.  to  afford  intelligence  and  make 
communication  to  the  enemy  of  the  disposi* 
tions  of  tlie  king's  subjects  with  regard  to 
their  own  guvcromcmt  aud  to  that  of  1  ranee ; 
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and  the  indictment  is  drawn  with  thisduubfe 
aspect,  because  the  principal  overt  act  as 
as  it  can  be  connected  with  any  evidence  is, 
Koi  that  Mr.  Stone  irtvUcd  an  invasion,  but 
that  on  the  contrary  he  with  anxiety  endea- 
voured to  avert  it  The  indictment  theu  is 
drawn  in  order  to  embrace  this  case.  That 
the  prisoner  at  the  bar  did  afford  that  comiuu. 
nicaiion  to  the  enemy — not  for  the  rc^ 
sons  which  he  gave  to  the  witnesses — not  fos 
the  reasons  which  he  gave  when  he  prepared 
the  paper — not  for  the  reasons  which  we  who 
are  his  coun^l  assign  for  his  conduct,  but 
thdt  he  did  it  in  pursuance  of  a  previous  con- 
federacy and  conspiracy  with  those  who  ex- 
ercised the  powers  of  government  in  F" ranee  la 
order  to  inform  them  that  their  invaskm 
would  not  be  successful ;  to  point  it  to  another 
place  and  to  a  better  occasion,  and  that  he  did 
it,  shall  I  say  how  ?  No — I  need  only  havt 
recourse  to  what  fell  from  the  attorney  gene> 
ml,  following  his  correct  account  of  tlie  accu- 
sation; viz.  that  the  French  government,  in- 
tending an  invasion  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1793,  employed  Jackson  to  see  whet)icr£ii^ 
land  might  be  successfullv  invaded,  and  to 
examine  the  state  of  Ireland  also. — That  this 
man  was  sent  through  Hurford  Stone  at  IV 
ris  and  the  whole  evidence  is  pointed  to  ev 
tablish  that  the  prisoner  knomin^  Jacksum  ts 
have  come  over  on  thit  miuion  nxctved  him  mmd 
auisted  him  in  the  treason.  There  can  be  a* 
doubt,  continued  the  hon.  and  le-arued  ger>- 
tlcman,  Uiat  if  these  overt  acts  as  laid  in  thfe 
indictment  are  proved,  aud  proved  to  harr 
been  committed  with  the  iiUentiun  charged, 
that  proof  will  support  both  the  charges  u 
high  treason.— So  say  1,  who  am  tulfu- 
sonlr's  coi'NscL  ;  for  if  with  tlie  iotentiuo  at 
averting  an  invasion,  not  for  the  brjiejit 
Enfiland  but  of  France^  that  she  might  come 
at  another  time  with  better  preparation,  and 
with  accumulated  force,  he  said  ur  did  any 
thing,  traitorously  looking  to  the  de»trurtit]0 
or  danger  of  his  own  countrv,  it  would  un- 
doubtedly, he  not  only  an  aJherencc  to  the 
enemies  of  the  king,  but  an  imagination  ol 
his  death,  since  his  death  would  be  but  too 
inevitable  a  consequence  of  such  a  succesfiiul 
adherence. 

I'lie  attorney- general  then  pursues  the  Mt^ 
tcr  tl\us: — And  I  conjure  yuu,  geotleosca^  l|y 
all  that  is  sacred,  to  attend  to  his 
upon  which  I  put  my  whole  cause,  as  1  sliaji 
plead  it  tor  the  prisoner — that  if  tl>e  eridcaet 
satisfies  you,  thai  Jackson  was  here  Ibr  the 
purpose  of  intoriuing  tiie  enemy  from  wbtt 
enterprises  they  should  retrain,  and  wImI 
they  might  undertake  for  the  benefit  of  France, 
thn  prisoner  cannot  be  delivered  from  the 
charge  in  this  indictment,  if  he  knew  JmckmiCt 
vitu  M,  and  gave  him  aid,  coiutteuance, 
sistunce.  Now.  this  is  just  what  you  would 
have  been  told  hereafter,  that  it  was  tout 
of^ce  to  decide.  You  have  already  beard  it 
from  my  learned  frien<1 ;  vou  now  beAr  it  Omb 
luc,  and  must  oliimalc^  hear  it  fnm  ft^ 
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Cdurt :  bdt  if  you  bad  not  thus'  heard  it  hi 
ttie  earliest  sta^e  of  the  proceediti^,  your  un- 
derstandings might  have  been  Lewildcrrd.  and 
you  might  have  beeo  imbibins  the  poi:wn  of 
collateral  matter,  uneMmeetea  witb  toe  oierita 
of  the  case,  and  your  oooicienoei  milgbt  have 
feeeo  eoaoared. 

**  GentlemeD,  the  accusation  la  of  the 
highest  nature  (I  Speak  now  again  almost 
the  words  of  my  honourable  and  learned 
frieud)— the  highest  oftencc  that  can  be  stated 
hinijKnplish  court  against  an  English  sub- 
ject; aiul  this  truth  ou^ht  deeply  to  impress 
you  with  the  difficulty  of  the  duty  you  have 
to  peffbfBif  since,  if  we  connder  uie  hiterest 
that  every  Englishman  must  take  in  the  secu- 
rity of  his  country,  it  is  almost  too  much  to 
expect  that  your  imaxinatioos  may  not  be  af- 
fected and  your  nuara  inflamed,  leading  to  a 
kind  of  pronencss  to  connect  the  person 
charged  with  the  offeoce  itself.  Abomioabie 
as  aarjr  attempt  upon  human  life  is,  this  con* 
atructivc  attack  upon  the  sacred  person  of  the 
fciog,  is  infinitely  more  wicked  and  dangerous, 
inasmuch  as  his  safety  is  interwoven  with  the 
ereat  fabrick  of  the  state ;  but  it  is  no  dia- 
foyalty  to  the  king  to  say,  lliat  this  species  of 
compassing  his  death^  is  ao  infinitely  more  ' 
dangerous  and  fatal  cnme  than  •  direel  affocft  ! 
tktton  MsjHTSon ;  because,  in  that  case,  though 
nie  manstrate  might  fall,  the  laws  might  re- 
train; mit  he  who  invites  afeveign  enemy 
into  the  land,  is  a  traitor  indeed;  he  lays  pro- 
strate at  once  all  that  the  wisdom  of  our  an- 
cestors had  built  up,  during  ages,  for  our  pro- 
tection :  he  eapoMS  our  nb^ies,  and,  what 
ought  to  be  dearer  to  us  than  even  our  lives, 
the  liberties  of  those  who  derive  from  us  their 
existence,  to  the  ignominious  bondage  of  a 
foreign  ]>o\vcr,  and  the  whole  properly  of  the 
country  to  the  destructive  pillage  of  the  most 
regulated  and  bcst-couductcd  war.  llow  must 
I  suppose  then  that^oit  feci  upon  this  subject, 
when  I  protest  that,  in  speaking  only  of  such 
a  crime  and  its  coasci^uenccb  to  our  country, 
/  almost  forget  where  I  am,  and  the  duty  I 
owe  to  the  person  who  is  now  under  the  im- 
putation of  it?   Is  it  too  much  to  say,  then, 
that,  in  the  same  proportion,  you  ought  to 
demand  a  proof  corresponding  with  the  enor- 
rtiity  and  the  improbability  of  Lhe  oftencc  i 

Where  Uien  is  there  any  proof  of  this  de- 
flcription  f  What  are  the  nets  in  evidence, 
not  brought  forward  by  us,  but  by  the  altor- 
ncy-general  himself?  lie  has  called  into 
eourt  several  high  and  honourable  men,  and 
has  selected  them  principally  fron\  amongst 
t!iosc  who  arc  in  opposition  to  ttie  inc;i.suics 
of  lliusc  who  arc  at  preseut  entrusted  wili* 
tfie  administration  of  the  government;  yet 
they  all  tell  you,  with  one  accord,  what  the 
attoraey-gcncral  must  know  in  his  conscience 
to  be  uinh,  that  if  Fiance  were  tot  invade 
Bn^land,  all  Eugland  would  rise  in  a  mass 
against  heir ;  that  tiowcver  men  may  be  split 
iolo  parties — lliou^U  some  mav  hold  higher 

tban  otben  the  popular  put  or  the  consutu- 
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tion,  as  thiolcing  it  struck  at  and  oppressed^ 
thou^  ethers,  on  the  cootnurv,  may  thinic 
llic  crown  rather  in  danger — though  others, 
agam,  may  hold  too  high  the  aristocratical 
iNrandi  of  the  constitntioo— however,  in  short, 
the  opinions  of  men  may  and  must  be  divided 
in  a  free  country,  where  they  are  constantly 
engaged  in  diseiisring  opinions  concerning  go* 
vemment,  yet—yet  what?— yet,  at  against 
France,  am,  would  be  united. 

Then  what  is  the  proposition  you  are  Ue- 
rired  to  support  to-day  ?   It  is  not  that  Bfr. 
Stone  is  guilty  of  a  crime,  of  which  many 
others  may  be  guilty,  and  which  may  beset 
other  men  witfitenptationa,  butthtjr  take 
Mr. Stone  as  an  exception  out  of  the  whole 
mass  of  English  subjects.  Tticy  give  in  evi- 
dence, and  profess  their  belief,  that  all  Eng- 
land would  rise  a^  one  man  against  Fraac^ 
but  not  Mr.  Stone.   They  single  him  out,  and 
set  him  upon  a  pinnacle,  and  say— Although 
•tt  BngUmd  would  rise  in  a  nias»to  defend 
yet  you,  Mr.  Stone,  are  a  traitor,  who  would 
not  rise ;  jfou,  Mr.  Stone,  are  singly  a  traitor, 
ttko  alone  felt  an  interest  in  the  destruction  or 
your  country  ;  but  having  no  one  in  it  to  con- 
spire with  you,  were  driven  to  pick  out  a  man 
in  France,  not  a  oalive  of  England,  but  of 
Ireland,  residing  in  FIrauce,  to  jmn  you  in  a' 
scheme,  which  not  one  man  in  your  own 
country  would  support.  Am  I  then  asking 
you  to  reject  such  evidence  as  the  law  ouEbt 
to  accept,  according  to  the  principles  of  hu- 
man reason,  which  is  the  foundation  of  all 
testimony?    Do  I  claim  that  the  prisoner 
should  be  acquitted  by  tlie  rejection  of  such  a 
proof?    Certainly  not.    My  proposition  is, 
and  from  which  I  cannot  be  removed,  that 
there  is  an  improbability  here  so  stroim^  even 
upon  their  own  showing,  that  you  must  have 
proof  to  oppose  it  above  all  question;  proof 
which  leaves  no  loop  to  hang  a  doubt  upon ; 
which  compels  you  to  contrast  one  of  your 
unfortunate  fellow  creatures  with  all  that 
breathe  the  same  air  with  him — which  com- 
pels you  to  separate  this  tu^fU  tore,  and  to 
pluck  it  uut  from  the  close-connected  wheat- 
sheaf,  to  whicli  all  the  rest  of  the  country  is 
by  themselves  likened  and  compared.  SOiely^ 
gentlemen,  before  you  could  devote  a  man  to 
ignominy  and  to  death,  the  presumption  of 
guilt  must  be  as  stroug,  as  in  this  case  the. 
presumption  of  innocence.   The  attorney-, 
general  does  not  ask  you  to  reason  yourselves 
into  an  opinion  that  the  prisoner  iaguiitv, 
bnt  has  said,  on  the  coBtrarpTy  that  everr  body^ 
must  receive  great  MtbfiMlion  if  you  snail  L^' 
able  to  ucquit  the  prisoner,  and  will  go  out  of 
court  Itappy  at  tlic  event ;  and  it  is  ihe  most 
exalted  principle  of  English  iustice,  thatthoso' 
feelings  should  be  your's  abo.    Let  me  exa- 
mine, thcrciore,  whether  the  crown  has  made 
out  such  a  case  as  you  are  not  able  to  resist; 
that  you  can  see  no  road  out  of,  nor  reconcile 
with  reason  the  innocence  which  I  ask  you  to 
pronouucc.  To  paUiatc  the  weakness  of  the 
accusing  evidence,  you  are  lemiiided,  that 
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crimes  do  not  admit  of  the  same  species  of  proof 
vhich  accompany  contracts.   Certainly  they 
do  not ;  and  that  very  observation  goes  in  a 
manner  at  once  to  the  acquittal  of  my  client, 
on  the  prinriplc  of  what  is  said  by  our  judges 
every  day — Crimes  shun  the  light ;  contractt^ 
vhich  are  innocent,  are  made  m  the  light. — 
Crimes  are  concealed,  so  as  that  justice  shall 
iiave  no  clue  to  follow  them  through  the  va- 
rious connexions  by  which  akme  they  can  be 
detected ;  contracts  have  witnesses  to  them ; 
ivhereas  you  never  are  to  expect  publicity  in 
crimeS|  which  can  have  no  securitv  but  in  the 
dark.  Be  il  so^since  this  act  had  ootbing  of 
secrecy  thus  ad  milled  to  belong  to  crimes. 
It  was  done  in  the  open  tace  of  os^,  and  glo- 
i^ed  in  as  merit,  when  H  was  amt  to  be 
publicly  commiUed.    When  a  man  has  com- 
nitted  a  treason,  or  any  other  crime,  it  will 
^rtainly  not  do  fur  him  to  go  upon  the  llo^al 
£xchao^  to  proclaim  it;  but  kercy  before  the 
act  was  done,  and  while  it  was  only  in  agita- 
tion,  before  he  had  sent  over  the  paper,  or 
any  communication  whatsoever,  we  find  Mr. 
Stone  going  publicly  to  tlm  places  that  have 
been  stated,  and  consultins  the  most  respect- 
able persons  upon  the  somect.  Gkirely  this 
<lenion?trales,  lhal  he  could  not  possibly  have 
conceived  that  he  was  doing  any  thing  mcon- 
aistent  with  his  duty.   1  do  not  mean  to  con- 
tend (and  it  is  unnecessary  that  I  should)  that 
5t  is  an  act  cither  wise  or  advisable,  or,  strictlv 
ajpeaking,  within  the  privilege  of  a  mere  pri- 
Tate  man,  to  do  good  in  this  manner  to  his 
country.    I  am  perfectly  ready  to  admit,  llial 
it  is  always  ihc  safest  and  properest  course,  if 
you  know  of  any  matter  of  that  description 
"Which  can  serve  your  countfy«  to  go  at  once 
and  make  it  known  lo  government,  which,  by 
adding  your  uiiormation  to  others  they  were 
}n  possession  of,  might  use  it  fiw  the  public 
service ;  but  we  are  not  examining  to-day  the 
discretion  or  propriety  of  Mr.  Stone,  lam  not 
adung  vou  to  put  a  wreath  arotmd  him  for  a 
benefit  done  to  his  country,  because,  however 
I  may  think  that,  as  an  honest  man,  he  not 
only  meant  well,  but  was  doing  well,  yet  my 
buwncts  to-day  ity  not  to  call  for  your  parti- 
cular approbation,  or  to  desire  you,  by  your 
terdicty  to  sanction  what  he  did  as  a  matter 
ibr  imitation,  buttodetermUieonly  upon  the 
evidence,  whether  he  acted  with  good  faith 
and  honesty;  whether,  taking  him  to  be  right 
or  wrong,  he  meant  what  he  said,  and  acted 
ibr  the  reasons  he  professed;  or,  on  the  con- 
trary, from  the  imitorous  motivea  which  are 
cbarjged  by  the  indictment. 

The  attorney-general  has  truly  said,  that 
this  question  must  be  decided,  as  all  such 
questums  must,  by  looking  not  merely  at  the 
wrideDce,  but  by  measurioz  it  with  the  safe 
standard  of  the  human  character;  and  he 
truly  tells  you,  that  you  cannot  judge  of  what 
any  man  has  done,  nor  correctly  examine  his 
conduct,  but  by  comparing  It  with  the  general 
conduct  and  character  of  man ;  and  tjpon  thnt 
{Mrincipie  he  taksi  whether  you  caa  conceive 
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that  any  man  could  have  so  conducted  him. 
self,  but  from  the  criminal  motive  which  be 
suggests?  Now,  I  dose  with  the  attorney- 
general  upon  that;  and  be  the  CMW  tried 
upon  th(U.  I  maintain,  that  it  is  impossible 
fur  any  man,  who  looks  at  this  whole  traa»> 
action,  to  refuse  to  say,  that  if  Mr.  Stoae  he 
guilty  of  the  act  charged  upon  this  record,  he 
has  conducted  himsdf  io  a  maiin»  thai  fa» 
no  parallel,  towfaidi  httona  i  ipiiillMa  Wk 
give  us  nothing  equal  or  similar,  becaHi  ao 
person  ever  so  conducted  himself  before ;  and 
It  is  impossible,  therefore,  upon  his  own  pna- 
ciple,  to  sav  that  Mr.  Stone  is  g;ially, 
he  hitd  established  his  guilt  by  circumstaBM 
so  cogeiu  and  so  conclusive,  that  all  affala 
to  reasoning9  vaA.  to  the  analogiet  of  hann 
life  and  nature,  must  vanish,  imder  the  clear 
and  absolute  convictioD  that  must  foUow  6oa 
facts. 

If  the  aitomey'gcnml  had  done  at  aoaa 

officers  of  the  crown  in  former  times  have 
done,  he  might  have  conducted  his  case  voy 
diflferently,  and  more  ualavoiiiahly  fcr  laa 
prisoner ;  but  he  could  not  so  coomict  it,  be> 
cause  be  can  do  nothing  that  is  uowocthy. 
Suppose  he  had  laid  down  the  paper  whidk 
has  been  read  in  evidence,  whicn  I  will  caU^ 
if  you  please,  Mr.  Vaughan's  paper,  or  the 
paper  copied  by  Mr.  Stone,  with  some  varia- 
tions fiom  it,  and  had  said,  I  will  prove  upon 
YOU,  Mr.  Slone,  that  you  prepared  this  iiifei> 
licence  concerning  the  state  of  this  oouaaMj^ 
whilst  a  person  was  here  voder  your  proiaeiHs 
who  was  so  far  connected  with  France  as  to 
have  been  hanged  liere  for  high  treason,  aod 
who  was  also  in  correspondence  with  yom 
brother,  for  whom  thb  mtelligence  was  ^ 
tended,  then  living  and  domiciled  in  France, 
and  under  the  protection  of  her  soverxuncaty 
and  I  will  leave  you  to  explain  m»  luaUai ; 
and  then  when  we  came  to  offer  our  evidcoce 
in  explanation,  he  had  said,  this  is  but  the 
prmmi'ttxpUmaiiom^  and  i»  tfaeiafbie  no  tx» 
planation  at  all. — But,  gentlemen,  I  alMfi 
upon  the  evidence  of  the  crown,  and  yoa 
must  take  it  altogether — I  beg  this  rQa\  be  xW 
tended  to. — What  is  the  evidence  against  Mr. 
Stone  ^   The  evidence  is  not  that  he  drew 
up  a  paper  upon  which  you  might  have  beea 
desired  to  eoUect  from  the  aet  iueif  fao«Mo 
he  did  it  ; — If  the  cause  liad  been  so  coo- 
ducted,  the  paper  (for  a  time  at  Uast )  must 
have  spoken  tor  itself,  and  with  what  mind 
he  did  it,  muit  alio  hava  liten  collected  from 
tlie  paper,  because  there  would  have  then 
been  no  evidence  to  explain  or  qualify  hia  in* 
tention,  except  that  whkh  the  aiiliag  UmIT 
furnished— but  that  is  not  the  course  in  which 
the  cause  now  stands — The  proof  is,  that  Mr. 
Stone  informed  several  respectable  persoiH 
that  an  American  gentleman  had  arrivvd  here 
from  France ;  that  an  invasion  from  ^hyw 
was  meditated ;  that  he  publicly  expressed  tb« 
anxiety,  which,  as  a  good  lubiact,  he  Ml  far 
the  condition  of  this  country,  know:::::  - 
evils  which  necesnriljr  wauid  follow^  whati^x 
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successful  or  umucMitfiti ;  ( 

and  that  he  Ihouc^ht  he  had  !i  in  his  power  to  ' 
•NVttkaicalMiiav. — ^'lliiMi>  the  account  given  ! 

M  Lmdnrdde,  by  Mr.  Sberklao,  by  Mr.  > 
Rogers, by  Mr.  Towgood,  and  hy  every  one  of  ; 
the  witnesseft  wtwim  the  attorney-general  has 
eaUtdi  and  you  will  recollect  that  this  was 
aol«n  account  given  of  what  a  man  had  said  I 
in  vindication  ot  «?f  art  h--  I  <td  diuie,  but  the  ' 
motive  a&sigued  lor  uae  winch     was  about 
to  do. 

I  do  not  know  which  of  my  learned  frieuils 
is  to  repljr  to  me,  but  on  wliichever  of  them 
that  importaiit  ofiea  is  cMt,  I  desire  to  have 

this  distinctly  answered. — I  say  that  in  this 
view  of  the  case,  the  crown  cannot  have  a 
verdict  but  upon  this  princi|>lc — We  have 
proved  the  act  you  have  dune,  but  also  cer* 
tainty  your  declaration  at  the  time  you  were 
4oing  It,  that  you  were  acting  Inan  a  motive 
bigh^  heiiourable,  and  we  adnit  from  otir 
•vidcnce  (rur  we  cannot  contradi:  !  oiir  own 
tvitnesses)  that  you  held  this  language  before 
any  act  was  commilled. — But  then  we  say 
«tf  tim  Ml  «0liiiM>;— Mid  no  doubt,  ^cnile- 
men,  they  have  a  right  so  \n  ar;;ue  it,  but 
then,  to  support  such  an  argument  the  onm  \ 
|>ro6aiM/iissniftcdffomiiMUpoDUicm: — They  i 
do  not  lay  it  upon  me  as  it  they  had  only 
proved  the  paper,  leavmg  me  atiirmativel^  to 
prove  •  motive  which  \Ym  paper  itself  might  I 
lujt  have  cstubllshLd,  but  tike  jo's!  and  honour- 
able men,  knowing  what  the  truth  was,  they 
would  not  deprive  the  prtsuncr  of  ihc  jusi  ad- 
van  tags  wtucbbeleiig^  to  him,  and  therefore 
the  bane  and  antidote  camt  l^igelhcr.    The  act 
of  which  ;hcy  must  de»ire  you  to  take*  the 
WVNWt  coQstructkm,  is  not  bud  nakedly  before 
you  to  colled  that  construct. '>n  tVo.'u  iiseli.  the  ] 
Oc^ative  ol  which  it  raigiil  nut  be  in  the  pri-  | 
foner^  power,  coosistentiy  whh  the  law  so  | 
clearly  to  produce,  but  they  give  you  the  whole  ^ 
transaction  from  the  b(  i;innt!!^  to  the  <  nd,  | 
which  manifestly  shuw»  that        pttboucr  , 
acted  from  a  nioliva  which  I  maintain  to  be  | 
no  more  like  treason  than  any  oth*T  cnmc  * 
in  the  whole  catalogue  of  ofieuccs,  bcuig  more  j 
liiceindtod  to  lome  virtues  in  a  very  difierent  i 
Catalogue  :  because  it  is  an  act  of  :iitTll,  and  \ 
though  not  so  according  to  the  s^eneral  policy 
of  a  state,  is  at  the  very  worst  ttie  act  of  an 
hanottrablo  man,  mistakenly  zealous  for  his 
country'^  sprv  ice.  Then  let  mc  ti^ll  thg'learaed 
gentleman  wiio  is  to  reply  to  me,  whoever  hQ 
may  be,  that  he  has  a  heavier  burthen  than  | 
he  can  walk  under— vb.  to  show  that  the  i 
whole  testimony  of  the  crown's  witues.<«cs  is  | 
ft]«e:<-<-That  Ihey  vara  themtelves  knposed 
upon  by  Mr.  Slone,  who  wan  a(  tatn;  from  the 
in u lives  charged  by  the  indictmcKi,  aui'  not 
hum  those  given  in  evidence  by  theniM^lves. 
MevMrlheleM  tbey  have  iiuqaaelioBably  a 
rii;ht  to  attempt  this;  but  \\:r\-  vaw^  do  if. 
Hot  merely  by  suspicion,  sot  by  throwuig  a 
cknd  over  us,  for  they  as  I  have  jusi  laidto 
jroii,  and  u:A  I,  arr  to  raainlain  the  afTir- 
mative  propositiooy  and  tlitliw  ibontomam- 
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tHsilyftS'  lord  Coke,  the  oracle  of  cur  law,  ra» 

quire<i  of  them— Would  to  Coil  be  h-.-.A  re- 
sembled my  honourable  ana  iearncU  inend 
when  he  came  to  put  bia  own  law  in  practiea 
In  rtiiniiial  courts  of  justice! — but  «ti!l  hewlio 
was  the  higlie^t  autliority  has  kit  Uiis  upon 
record  as  the  law — ^That  the  prisoner  roust  be 
convicted  "  not  upon  conjectural  presumptions 
01  inference*,  or  striitm  of  wit:"  fnr,  as  he 
auiy  ^ays,  iac  words  ol  the  Statute  ol  Edward 
Urd  are  not  tliat  the  prisoner  ahall  bo  probably 
attainted,  for  then  a  commoncontliL-i  jn  nili:ht 
serve  ;  but  ^rasubly — i.  e.  ki  the  lull  and  un>  * 
erring  force  of  denonatration— not  of  course 
that  whicli  belongs  to  mathematical  ft  ii  net© 
and  matter,  but  ihat  moral  demon  it  rat  ion  wiih- 
out  which  iio  iion(.:it  man  could  bleep  aiier 
having  delivered  a  verdict  which  moik  kad  lo 
the  consequences  of  vomt*!. 

^Niuw,  bcl'ore  I  enter  upon  the  particulars  of 
the  evidence,  which  I  ahall  come  to  by-and* 
by,  let  ine  examine  I'V  wh^t  iiui^ic  tliey  are 
to  do  this,  wheu  the  prisoner  stands  upcu  the 
act  he  baa  done  as  eaplaiaed  by  himseli,  upoT» 
the  crown's  own  evidence  before  it  was  con- 
summate— Was  the  art  uUioh  he  did  beneficial 
lo  his  Country,  or  the  cuiiliaryj'    Wiil  anv 
man  dare  to  say  that  it  was  not  beneficial, 
noLwiilisiandiiii:  it  tt  rt  tinly  wcniM  have  been 
more  regular  to  have  made  a  communication 
to  those  who  have  the  adminiBtratJon  of  the 
government,  .:tihough  1  think  that  wb.ii  wss 
hawked  about  publicly  at  the  (Joal  Eschange 
would  probjsbly  find  its  way  there  very  soon. 
Vvill  any  nian,  I  repeat,  contend,  that  it  wa* 
p.-ti  bf  fif'firial  to  this  couJiti  V      If  there  could 
hii  lUmiU  ituy  man  Itaidy  t  noUe;h  io  say  so,  he 
would  bo,  like  otlier  bullies,  the  last  man  lo> 
be  found,  it  an  invasion  nrlui'lv  li  ipi^rr.c  i.— 
lie  must  be  a  very  shallow  man  indeed,  who 
does  not  contemplate  the  danger  at  any  time, 
but  a'uuve  all,  lu  the  ytdV  i79i,  compared 
Willi  the  j  criod  in  which  we  live,  if  an  inva« 
siuu  itad  bcun  accomplished  by  lTanc«.  Oen^ 
tiemon,  would  it  have  been  any  con^iolatioa 
to  hnvc  seen  myriads  upon  mvri  vis  ri^in^  to 
defvn<i  Ihetr  country,  mowed  duwii  like  the 
grass  in  the  autinnn,  though  rising  up  again, 
and  guifjij  on  from  excvtiun  to  exertion,  and 
from  rc-conquest  to  re-conquest  ?    Would  it 
have  been  an  advantage  that  an  hundred 
thousand  Frenchmen  sliould  have  kndcd  ii/ 
England,  becan^p  tlie  unit* -d  luyalty  and  bra- 
very of  Bn^isiiuicu  would  nave  driven  them 
bsf-'kr  Th^  wlioeeeoUect  the  condition  of 
a  country  where  paper  credit  is  subject  to 
every  blast,  ami  akbough  the  great  body  of 
our  people  feeJ  bow  inseparably  theirown  in* 
terests  are  combined  witli  the  support  of  the' 
sovereign  and  the  laws,  yet  con«>idcr  how 
much  blood  must  have  been  shed,  and  how 
much  might  have  been  put  in  haaard  bj 

trearhe-rv  ;  r;;r  mnney,  trentb-mcn,  can  utt- 
lurtunaieiy  purchase  disattecUon,  as  long  as« 
men  aie  men— Who  ean  stele  what  misht 
have  been  the  general  consequcncea  if  tbi* 
great  capilal  bad  by  »  uMldea  and  suooeii^dL 
4  T 
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«fitjrt  henn  |iitltted,  though  the  next  momeni 
the  pill  libera  ntiA  IvMfi  dtstfoycd  f  Hsw 
they  brought  any  tnililary  or  naval  men,  or 
any  offin  rs  ot  state,  to  lament  the  ini^forttme 
that  btiiei  England  from  ll»e  French  not  being 
aeroiitted  to  land  here,  and  to  ^wcar  that  Mr. 
Ptt-me  had  ruined  thcpro«prrityof  thecontitry 
by  keeping  the  French  out  of  it  ?   I  believe 

man  will  venture  that  In  e  cotnrl  of  justice 
---\abcdy  has  said  it  in  prirtiinirnt ;  and  I 
lake  tipou  me  to  say  thai  neither  in  public 
nor  in  nrivate  Ufe  Ywtt  I  ever  beard  any  per- 
ton  raw  or  adventnrons  eooug^  louttcrnch 
a  wish,  nor  can  I  conceive  greater  wickedness 
«r  ibily  than  to  volunteer  the  prowess  of  the 
country  at  Itie  expense  of  onr  treasure,  our 
public  credit,  smd  our  blnorl,  which  thr  Pro- 
vidence of  God  has  hitherto  preserved  from 
the  fatal  conseqoeocea  of  btMlfle  invatioss. 

Let  us  next  examine  who  Mr.  Stone  is,  that 
vras  to  brin^;  about  thi**  n^^tional  destraction — 
A  man  who  is  not  jiroved,  notwhhstanding 
the  admissibility  of  such  evidenee,  to  have 
opened  lii-  mf>nth  with  reproaches  rither  of 
thegovernurs  or  the  government— Not  one  of 
thoseviolentand  hot  reformerawho'hate  made 
thcnise)vf>,  objects  uf  Suspicion,  b»rt  ^^lio  ba[i- 
pens  to  belong  to  a  society,  not,  I  think,  very 
darkly  described  by  Mr.  Jackson,  in  a  letter, 
which  by  the-hy,  never  came  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Stone,  being  I  believe  the  one  which 
came  back  from  Bable — Uc  has  not  been,  in- 
deed  one  of  a  set  of  men  amongst  us  con- 
tendinj*  only  for  public  station*;,  who  think  of 
nothing  like  a  freedom  beneficial  to  tlie  peo- 
ple, or  any  r^una  at  all,  except  thai  of  place- 
hunting,  the  oDly  olyectof  their  pretended 
public  spirit. 

Mr.  Stone,  then,  is  not  proved  to  have  ut- 
tvad  a  syllable  apilnst  governmeortt  not  one 
word  3c;a!n»^f  the  war  with  France ;  nniliirr; 
^inst  thoHc  who  are  engaged  in  the  rule  of 
tne  country ;  why  then  select  trim  from  all 
othe  rs  for  this  charce  of  Iren'^on  ' — Tiulor-t! 
thi&  reserve  on  the  part  of  iVir.  Slone  in  times 
fike  these  couM  scareely  be  predicated  of  anv 
alherniai^I  am  soTsiieoMd  not  be  predi- 
cated of  myself  who  nm  speaking  to  yon,— 
though  I  trust,  like  other  Britons,  I  Ihould 
aroleet  my  country,  and  be  not  among  the 
lif't  to  resist,  if  an  atom  of  our  constitution 
were  touched  from  within  or  from  without ; 
b«t»  ktt  aU  tbi%  I  abouM  be  ettremely  sorry 
if  every  thing  I  may  have  said  at  any  moment 
of  my  life,  were  to  be  brmiplil  before  you,  in 
order  to  show  what  my  sentiments  were  con- 
omdn^  some  mtn  and  some  tlifnn;s. — Mr. 
Slone,  hfmover,  is  not  in  this  situation ;  f»)r 
though  vou  have  sera  every  paper  he  had — 
though  his  whole  eortespondewce  has  been 
laid  open— thoueh  be  has  had  no  opporlunity 
of  protecting  himself  from  the  consequences 
of  any  rash  and  unguarded  moment,  yet  they 
have  not  been  able  to  state  to  you  (they  can.^ 
noi  ctale  it  with  honour,  end  tt  wiM  therefore 
Tota,  be  stated  to  you),  that  hit  oonduet  in  any 
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degree  an  otgect  df  suspicion,  or  at  all  ^ 
tini^iehible  fntm  the  rest  wfikit  Ti>aTe«<\'9 
»ub|prls  :  on  the  contrary,  h\  me  Tcn>ni*!  yr^n 
of  the  pvidcnre  (which  you  will  hear  summed 
up  by  the  Court),  that  Mr.  Stone  always heJJ 
forth  piibNcly,  that  a  man  must  be  a  fM  or  • 
rn  >.Hmnn  (as  indeed  he  nnr*t  hf),  who  wtnt*tf 
uibh  (or  a  revolution.  An  enthtistast  I  admit 
him  to  be  for  human  Kberty,  an  enfbmiaft 
for  all  the  rii;hts  and  privileges  of  mankind, 
and  consequently  in  the  same  proportiooa 
friend  to  the  British  conrtifotkm  wm§  tbb 
country,  the  first  nation  upon  earth,  or  rather, 
the  only  one,  which  ever  knew  what  human 
pnvileges  arc,  which  has  enlightened  and  a»- 
tORfshed  an  admiring  world,  and  v4)ich.  T 
t'-jst,  will  be  tbnnrl  fur  ever  the  standard  and 
example  of  the  wisebt  and  happiest  govern* 
ment  m  the  universe. 

Let  us  next  see  what  kind  of  invasion  ft  w« 
thai  Mt.  Stone  wa?  avertinf ,  not,  it  seem*, 
for  his  country's  benefit,  bul  thai  it  ■might 
come  at  a  belter  time  for  her  destmction.— 
Was  it  the  invasion  of  a  re<r"^atef1  "late  « 
support,  for  instance,  of  ilic  claims  of  another 
family,  such  as  was  meditated  hy  fVanee  lb 
the  time  of  king  Willi-im  to  re«>trTf  t*ir  rxuni 
houfe  of  Stuart,  where,  if  it  had  been  accoxo- 
phshed,  the  prince  onW  would  hare  beMI 
changed,  but  the  laws  might  fana  bem  tf* 
scrtetl  and  remained  ?  Where  one  rr?7r!tted 
state  makes  war  against  another,  it  is  almc^ 
like  a  duel  between  private  men,  Ol>^r  npon  i 
larirer  scale,  witn  all  the  courtesies  and  riv:- 
lities  of  niodem  %rar;  was  it  such  an  inrasioa 
that  he  sotight  to  avertf  No— but  afi  fnvi& 
sion  frofn  a  countryconvulsed  anda^rireed  w»th 
a  revolution— a  country,  in  which  thoce  wh^ 
sent  forth  her  arnTies  could  give  no  54.xumy 
to  any  man  who  supported  them,  birt,  on  the 
contrary,  could  only  subject  its  pari:^  n«tO 
probable  destruction  from  some  new  tmcrixm 
which  miishl  soceeed. 

T  should  be  glad  here  to  a«.k,  for  rvr-y  thin* 
I  am  saying  is  to  challenge  the  reply,  tlmt  il 
may  be  seen  whether  1  am  imyositi^  upon  yon 
or  staling  any  thing,  which  indcpmdenrty  sf 
my  chRraeter  as  counsel,  I  shonltl  bf  pir- 
pared  to  say  here  or  any  where. — l>cl  mc  ask, 
then,  what  evidence  ^wie  H  before  yon  fhtl 
Mr.  8tf)ne  bad  received  any  ihin^  l.kr  «PciJT:ty 
that  if  this  invasion  shonld  take  pls^  Iw 
weald  have  been  salef  ftiere  any  tMtf 
in  the  letters  of  Hurford  Slone  whence  Toa 
can  collect  that  he  was  an  agent  ofthe  Frewch 
government  ?  Mr.  Jackson  could  uevcx  pos- 
sibly have  been  sent  topre\  pnt  an  hlva«icn, 
but  to  try  whether  it  could  be  8ticce«''£:j'^* 
made.  1  hen,  for  God's  wkr,  if  we  a/e  to 
eterttte  one  of  the  king's  sdbjerts,  let  i»  hava 

s'lrrr  kitif!  of  reii«.oti,  ^ortTc  priiniple,  ^lt.Z 
facts.  All  the  letters  from  Hurtbrd  Stone  al 
Paris  have  fuund  their  way  to  yon  to  day.  Do 
any  of  them  say  to  Mr.  William  Stone — Tiff 
not  be  afraid  of  the  con»cr]nWce8  of  iaVasioD, 
you  tvtil  he  safaf  Quite  the  Contrary,'  '*  Tow 
mm  vm  vaiaia  lar*  vacami  was  sjnvcn  ik^ 
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\lkW^mt'^ &^ yotu-  bouse  at  Old  Ford, or  it 

wrl  be  taken,"  and  in  the  la&t  letter  which 
li(;cM  ^rvduc^  oi  liiat  cla&s  which  run 
J  laU^toMOte  parts  of  which  I  »hall 
jreaflcr  more  particuJiirly  advert,  there  is 
(e(l»a^«hle  e«yre«ii4m  (L  ttpeak  ol  No.  10 
Wttllis  Uvm  Paris  Jvtktom  wa*  k*rt\  be 
ih^re  telU  his  brother,  that  t)ie  Iclttri*  which 
he  is  to  write  back  to  hioi,  will  prububiy  be 
ia  Frauce,  thHt  it  caouut  be  wunder- 
aoniUvUbCylii'rfuid  Stuae,  m  an  objea  of 
Busiticiun,  tlionnh,  a>  he  says,  1  am  treated 
vUH  ^  4«ai  ul  delicacy.  ^»ow  tlus  hab 
lir^ftoSiied  la  you  as  a  eolourfble  iBlltv, 
not  being  even  sent  to  NN  illiatii  Stone  directly, 
but  ytfi^v  cover  to  J^wrcuce  and  Cum^iany, 
ffif  iijm  frMPDer's  peruaal,  and  it  wa»  (ouimI 
fiuoiig  ib«  Vtpait  lor  lbs  ofimn  ibi  Iba 
frown. 

Is  jL|)p6ublc  Uien,  to  cont>idcr  this  as  a  ict- 
%m  oC  A  IMA  who  was  the  ageut  of  the  Frencb 
gavernment,  which  knew  he  had  seat  Jack- 
son a»  their  imtrumcnt,  and  that  they  were 
togaged  loudlieriBfteonspiracy  witbtti  Kiig- 
)i&hn\au  iu  Londoo,  trom  wlioni  they  wtn  bo 
ffccive  accouuts  of  the  progress  of  a  misi»ion, 

EU)a  iuccej>a  of  whicii  the  suveruaient  of 
aootwas  al  atake?  Couid  Mich  a  roan 
ve  been  an  obj«:(  t  of  suspicii  ii  in  France, 
1^  hib  leiterb  be  subject  to  eJianuoatiou  I  It 
would  be  folly  to  say  thia.  Meilher  baa  it 
beeo  considered  as  at  all  culoiirablc.  lie 
t^xites,  iu  short,  like  a  uiau  who  is  suspected 
ft  Paris,  because  be  it  an  Euielishmau.  It 
Oiyr  be  worth  your  wbUe*  SMilleaien»  to  take 
a  note  uf  what  I  am  now  s,iyiiJ!;.  This  is  the 
la>l  of  the  letter!)  whni  Jockbun  ;»  trcaav^u  w^s 
Consuniiuate,  when  he  was  preparing  to  pro- 
ceed to  Ireland,  and  when  Ilurford  Stone,  if  a 

SDsj^iracy  with  bis  L«otiter  had  c&isted,  must 
^ve  bfeo  «i)»ecliiig  bin  to  lend  an  ■caaut 
of  the  iiti-^biuu  from  Uie  Frcncii  (^overnmeot 
transacting  under  his  own  agency  tiere.  Yet 
you  find  hua  Ireotbluig  for  himself  as  an  oh- 
jea  ofBuafidoD  at  Paria»  and  hokling  a  clan- 
destine  correspondence  with  his  brollicr,  likely 
be  iuoie  daugecuus  to  htui,  JilurtiM-d  btonc, 
iA  Fiwce,  than  it  could  be  lo  hia  btotber, 
who  waa  la  sa&ty  in  England 

Aa  |af  ai  we  have  got,  then,  what  is  there 
fgaioH  this  genileroan?  There  ave  letteta 
^t  go  from  1  lo  10,  tlie  Uiat  «r  which  I 
have  read  to  you,  and  reail  lo  you  first,  al- 
t^Ugh  It  standi)  last,  fur  the  beneht  uf  the 
olMiervatioo  I  bave  just  nude  upon  it.  Wbai 
do  they  all  ron-^ist  of?  Many  of  tbcni  are 
99crciy  on  niatterii  uf  commerce  or  mauiitac- 
iuiM>  kit  there  waa  »  maoufiMEiory  established 
t|l«re,  and  a  great  variety  of  bill  and  money 
taau&actious ;  so  that  it  seems  probable  liur- 
rord  Stone  mi^ht  wish, — or  for  any  thing  I 
know  Of  lor,  dul  wish,— ihroug n  Jaebaoo 
to  draw  ou  his  brother  here  to  invest  his 
money  iu  an  illicit  trade,  which  had  begun  to 
be  bailop  muBb  an  object  iadifiereut  parts 
of  Europe ift  COOaequence  of  the  preuure  of 
tte  fAgbab  f«|e(  Hpoa  JcfMfiC^  (Miaavj 


bliiduiig  tip  Yim  MiliBsive  coast.  Tbis  could 
not  but  create  so  great  a  lure,  for  men  havif^ 
money  at  command,  to  violate  the  laws  of 
this  oounfiyv  lh«t  it  btcame  necessary  lor  par- . 
liament  to  pass  an  act  to  beat  down  that  traf- 
fic. You  accordingly  bnd  aeveral  ai,  tlteleUers 
about  such  comnon  conoerM,  all  at  widft  «f 
auy  thiog  connected  will)  Jackson  aA  wiUiaagr 
of  yourselves  and  you  find  others  of  them  aot 
merely  uuiUlereut,  but  whicli  phue  Uiis  gsB- 
rioman  at  Faris  iu  a  niost  respectable  light, as 
wc  see  him  exerting  irnnscll  uiih  grt  alliuma- 
mty  lu  the  support  of  ^verai  oppre^i^d  and 
niiaovahla  wooseu  wbo  had  boon  the  vielinis 
of  poverty  and  nii>fortune  here,  and  who  yrfllB 
then  languiitlung  in  the  prisons  of  France. 

Were  there  any  oUier  letters  of  9dc.  Sieoe, 
fMOpt  thoae  before  you?  Is  there  the  small- 
est reason  to  think  from  the  currc^imiidt-ncc 
that  there  were  auy  olhera  ?  i^laik  wiiat  tire 
evideaoo  is  in  tbat  rasp  art.  Although  go- 
vernment had  (most  properly)  been  in  the 
course,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  prisoner, 
of  wratebiag  JaduNMi  in  Iretabd,  and  of  iBlaa> 
cepling  all  nis  correspondence ;  and  although 
Jackson  did  not  know  that  what  he  was  en- 
gaged in  had  been  discovered,  yet  you  find  ai»> 
thing  paaaiag  betvpoaii  lliam.  If  there  liad 
been  any  clue,  or  any  connection  whatever, 
between  the  pitMBer  aud  Jaciviuii  lu  the  tiea^ 
son  be  waa  coosauttlng,  is  it  to  be  eonceiMd 
that  there  would  have  been  nu  letter  from 
William  Stooe  to  his  broUter  at  Putts,  Slopped 
at  our  post  oHice,  or  auy  from  lua  bvMhor  |0 
him,  except  those  found  iu  his  poaaeaaiouf 
and  if  he  had  had  the  sniallest  idea  of  destroy- 
iug  his  letters  as  containiug  any  matters  which 
could  have  bfougbthim  into  this  place,  what 
could  have  prevented  him  from  destroying 
CKcn  those  that  |'ou  have  seen,  more  espo^ 
ciaUy  aabe  knew  that  be  bad  pubhcly  spokatt 
of  Iba  American  gentleman?  I  invite  you  to 
xtnAailthe  ieiUra  that  are  in  evulenct,  and  see 
lirom  them  whether  he  knew  auy  more  of 
Jackaon  than  that  he  was  an  American  ga0> 
lleman,  who  had  many  things  to  state  to  hioh; 
and  although  Ilurford  bione  mlormshim  Iba^ 
he  will  hnr  froas  Jadcaoo,  who  having  coma 
from  France  roust  have  been  an  object  of  siiv 
picion  lA  soveramentt  mkjf  he  tkimM  uU  kU 
kfmm  M  QU  Jbr<  yoA  Ym  Itavaaalltheealg^ 
ters  just  as  nuBD  dofU  ia  gaanimi  with  ao  ai^ 
diuary  correspundence. 

is  Mr.  Stone,  then,  though  there  is  a  pro- 
fe$si(;n  to  try  tiis  conduct  by  comfttriog  it 
with  the  j^eneral  conduct  and  charartf-r  af 
man,  to  he  the  victim  of  a  tolai  depa^iure 
from  the  prnfesaed  oomparho*?  Let  it  bt, 
therefore,  for  rne  to  follow  it  up  by  examining 
his  conduct  upon  the  seiiure  of  his  paiiecs. 
Nothing  is  so  easy  as  to  distinguish  innoceoce 
from  guiit  under  the  pressure  of  unexpected 
detctttion.  At  that  awful  ntonient  when  a 
man  wIm  supposes  his  conduct  has  been  ccai- 
oeaJed  from  ail  eyes,  fioda  itauddaoiy  esposed 
to  view  and  that  he  must  answer        !i:s  I Sg 

foe  iha  €ooiMtttM»t»Uia  not*  aw  axcr  waa, 
t 
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in  humau  nature  to  conceal  his  emotions, 
above  ail  from  a  person  possessed  of  the  under- 
•taodingand  knowledge  of  Mr.  Kinii,  and  I 
hope  we  shall  alw^y;  have  men  in  that  sta- 
tion, who,  when  like  him  they  are  capable  ot 
making  important  discrimfnatwns,  ve  ho- 
nourable  ciioui^h  to  <tuic  tti*^  imprc««ions 
made  upon  iherti  as  witnc^s^es  tor  the  crown. 
Mr.  Kiog  expressly  said,  that  when  he  entered 
as  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  Stone,  so  ftr  frwn 
appearing  Guilty^  showed  less  embarrassment 
than  even  an  innocent  man  might  on  sikI)  an 
occasion  have  been  expected  to  have  •hown. 
The  cvidenre  of  this  gentleman  is  not  merely 
that  he  did  not  observe  any  appearaoce  of  em> 
banasBtaent,  which  might  well  enough  have 
happened,  hut,  on  the  contrary,  that  he  did 
take  particular  notice  of  Mr.  Stone's  dcport- 
inent,  and  that  it  nindc  an  impression  upon 
him,  at  the  time,  that  he  was  Mameless.  Look 
also  at  his  conduct, upon  the  same  honourable 
testimony,  wiicn  all  ilicsc  papers  were  reading 
in  his  presence^  without  an  apfmrent  eonscN 
oii-inrss  of  ll  inie.  I  could  have  vvishe<i  to 
a^k  the  other  hon.  gentlemen  the  impression 
made  npon  them  by  Mr.  Stone's conrersations 
with  tlicin,  hut  1  could  not  do  it  consistently 
with  the  rules  ot  evidf  ore.  and  I  have  nothing 
to  complain  of 00  account  oJ  liie  rcjectton  ot 
that  proof  as  it  was  explained  by  the  Court ; 
yet  cnnti'jh  wis  rcr»  ived  to  prodiice  the  same 
conviction  of  his  innocence.  1  asked  Mr. 
Hogers  whether  wheh  Mr.  Stone  met  him  in 
^irc(  t,  and  spoke  to  him  of  the  American 
gentleman,  and  asked  him  to  rr^d  the  paj^crr, 
It  was  under  the  impression  of  any  thini^  like 
eecrecy ;  I  asked  him  whether  if  he  had  met 
mr,  in  the  street,  five  minutes  aft'  nvan!-,  li' 
.would  not  have  told  mc  of  k,  and  his  answer 
was,  probably  he  nn^ht.  Now  Can  there  be  a 
more  si^ziial  pruut  n\  Minoccuce  than  this,  or  a 
more  decisive  refutation  ol  the  only  possible 
way  in  which  the  crown  can  shape  its  case  ? 
The  attorney-general  does  not  contend  that 
the  letters  st  uiding  by  them«ieh'es  woijJd  be 
sufiicicnl  lor  conviction,  but  he  says  that  they 
receive  a  support  in  their  criminal  construe- 
lion  from  his  subsequent  condnrt,  and  prove 
all  that  I  am  saying  to  you  now,  concerning 
bis  motives,  to  be  unfeimded.  This  is  cer- 
tainly t!ic  only  way  in  which  any  rational 
man  can  apply  the  crown's  evid«*nre ;  yet  I 
conceive  that  the  whole  of  Mr.  Siunc'a  sub- 
sequent conduct,  as  I  have  just  stated  it  to 
you,  repels  ttiis  argument,  and  maintains  his 
innocence  throughout.  Gentlemen,  in  say- 
ing this,  however,  1  am  not  attempting  to  im- 
pcacli  the  rondiict  of  the  government, or  the 
prui'rtcty  ol  the  ^roseculiuu.  Accu&altoa  and 
the  propriety  of  it  on  the  one  hand  cannot  im. 
peach  the  propriety  of  an  acquittal  on  the 
other,  and  I  am  always  happy  wht  n  a  defen- 
dant is  acquitted,  that  the  govcnuuenl  is  not 
lowered  ;  we  live  in  times  when  one  ought  to 
gi^  e  all  due  supfwrt  and  vigour  to  lawful  an- 
4l<(>rilyi  anda  jury,inacquiitingaprts()ner,are 
JO  tar  fram  naking  any  altaek  upon  it  «v«ii 
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by  a  side  w  ind,  that  they  support  it  by  sup- 
porting the  laws.  Without  our  free  and  ib< 
beral  constitution,  our  coMMiy  wmM  be  tike 
a  prison-ship,  from  which  our  people  would  be 
escaping  by  emigration,  to  avoid  tbe  hiutl»hifa 
resulting  from  the  heavy  revemie  with  which 
slie  is  laden  ;  but,  thanks  he  to  God  for  the  ci- 
traordmary  provisions  which  Lis  Provukoos 
has  ever  lavished  upon  this  happy  islaod,  «« 
are  endeared  to  our  conditioo  by  tbe  ubci* 
amplrd  rharacter  of  our  Yaw*,  which  arc  che- 
rished and  obeyed  from  ttie  *>ecurity  and  pr»- 
lection  which  they  bestow,  and  I  am  an  s4> 
vocate  for  iwUuBg  cIm  bot  tlMir  jnai  mimi^ 
nistratioD. 

With  lespect  to  the  admiMibility  «r 
evidence,  and  tbe  principles  of  its  receptioo, 
1  am  extremely  happy  not  to  be  found  in  uty 
dift'erence  of  opinion  from  the  Court,  it  I 
had,  I  am  sura  1  dMmId  have  bean  found  la 
be  in  the  wrong ;  neither  my  r:?pnrity  nor 
my  experience  put  me  on  a  tooting  wito 
those  who  compose  it  It  wawlJ  havbw 
an  unfort  -ii  itc  ll/inc  in  other  respects,  if  the 
uature  uud  etlect  of'  such  evidence  had  been 
at  all  disputable;  I  collect  from  what  im 
fallen  from  the  lord  diief  justice  to-day,  tel 
I  wa'5  corrett  in  what  I  slated  last  night ;  I 
thoui;hi  liie  evidence  admissible  upJn  U>e 
ground  alone  which  has  been  cxplMBcd  by  bis 
lordship  in  a  manner  too  stmn^;  to  \:<r  for- 
gotten.— In  examining  a  transactiOQ  which 
has  many  parts  belonging  to  it,  aad  msay 
persons  connected  with  them,  a  court  must 
beein  somewhere  ;  I  have  o(ten  on  that  ac^ 
count  been  repressed,  both  by  lord  Mansnrid 
and  by  his  lordship  for  objecting  too  soon. — 
1  hey  have  said — "You  will  surrlv  Irt  the 
thing  begin ;  if  it  does  nut  afterwards  cooie 
home  to  your  client,  you  will  not  be  barf."  f 
nzr(-c  to  the  evidence  so  q  ialificd  and  cx- 
plaioed :  It,  tor  instance,  a  house  ba^  tireo 
set  on  fire,  by  the  treachery  of  servants,  coo- 
spiring  to  rob  and  plunder  tlieir  master,  aai 
I  am  charged  as  a  member  of  thitt  con*pirw, 
must  not  the  cruwn  tirst  prove  tiial  ihc  Luu«e 
was  set  on  fire,  and  all  the  circumstances  at- 
tending it }  Mu  t  nf)t  it  prove  this  treachery  of 
the  servants  i  But  suppose  my  name  did  uA 
appear,  or  only  thai  one  of  the  guilty  aarvaats 
had  borrowed  a  lantern  of  me,  without  ia 
any  manner  acquainting  me  with  ibe  act 
which  was  the  very  essence  of  Uie  whole  io- 
qutry«  nobody  would  say  that  I  could  be  at  all 
fetircted  or  tn'iured  by  Hich  antecedent  proof, 
i  have  tiic  vuluines  spread  out  b^torc  rae  id 
the  late  trials  at  the  Old  Beiley,  by  wbiob  it 
will  bo  =ccn  thro<ighout,  that  a! I  the  f»fi» 
given  in  evidence  wnicfa  bad  oo  immedule 
conneiion  with  tbe  prisoners,  being  the  arte 
of  persons  whom  Utey  had  never  even  scaa, 
were,  on  fhnt  principle  nnly,  fnhyiited — Thi> 
Court  ^ald  tiicrc  are  two  brunci»e&  of  ths 
cause— The  /frs/  is  to  astabKsh  a  general  cai^ 
'pirary  a~;\ui't  the  "'^v-rnmcnt.—  f'"-  unmd, 
(o  prffVt  tktU  the  prtMirrs  wtft  mttu^rt  9f 

la  Ibe  same  ttwar  la>4^r»  ft  tettar  iMi  Mi 
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is  the  pones^D  of  f  acfe- 

soil,  because  Jackson  is  on©  of  the  persons 
charged  as  a  conspirator,  but  the  crown  must 
carry  it  a  step  farther,  and  eomicct  Mr.  Slone 
with  it,  before  it  is  contended  by  any  body 

that  i!  ran  afffct  him  This  principle  of  evi- 
dence IS  tuutitled  un  reason,  and  is  nut  at  all 
hostile  to  the  principles  of  huinHrnty  or 
justice.  The  Court  inn^t  have  the  lull  scope 
of  examination,  so  as  to  &ce  every  Uiing  con- 
seeled  with  the  mibject,  bat  thftt  latitude  of 
proof  cannot  touch  any  individual  because 
charged  to  be  connected  with  a  conspiracy, 
uniess  it  is  brouglil  home  to  his  knowledge, 
•nil  tctcd  upon  by  himself;  yet  ttwt  which 
vi'a'i  enifl  h\  the  Court  at  the  same  time  I 
undoubtedly  agree  to  abo,  via.  that  when 
audi  koowledge  and  participatioB  bvve  been 

estahlishoil,  thf  ;k  t  ot  r.nv  rmn  ron'^jiiritor  is 
thf}\  I  he  actot  a//.— But  we  are  only  examin- 
ing 7i(m  whether  Mr.  Stone  bee  tn  eaymmecr 

conspired. 

In  the  IftffT*!  from  VriKwrr'  \vh'\c\\  I  have 
juet  Stated  to  you,  runmn>  as  i  lold  ^ou  (rum 
1  to  Klv  written  upon  various  subjects,  the 

parts  that  rrlatr  f )  \Ir.  Jackson  are  Vfrt/  ft  a  : 

they  are  all  iu  general  terms,  and  there  ts  a 
renrarlcable  cirernnttnice  in  one  of  them, 

where  he  tells  him  that  Jackson  is  coniiiij;, 
and  slates  the  nature  of  the  credit  he  has 
upon  hini.    It  is  a  conftdcntial  letter,  as  they 
Iwe  iM  a<lmitled  to  be,  not  colourable,  nor 
charged  to  he  so,  a«t  my  le.irncd  friend  the 
»erj«tint  Mated  ;  and  nothing  surely  can  be  a 
more  itrtking  proof  of  the  real  truth  of  this 
business,  than  the  insicnificant  credit  which 
Jiekeen  ha<l  upon  the  prisoner.   Was  it  the 
otMt  oi  a  government  upon  a  nKtiooai  ob- 
ject ? — Nothing  like  it ;  it  was  neitbar  more 
nor  less  than  for  the  sums  left  in  Mr.  John 
btoue's  bands,  whu  was  Jackson's  debtor  to 
tbattoMunt.   He  stalCB  the  vety  ntOM,  and 
after  nif-nt'oninc;  the  eto'?"!  amount  as  the 
basis  ot  the  credit,  he  deducts  from  it  the 
noney  he  hod  leoileed  obroed,  leeyine  a  ba- 
lance  in  his  favour  of  five  hundred  and  ffjrtv 
louis  d'oTH,  and  then  Mr.  Stone  gives  him,  i 
think,  SO^.,  and  takes  his  receipt.   Now  you 
obaerve  these  papers  were  not  fMmd  at  Old 
Ford,  but  in  Drndun  ;  !)ccaiHe  j^ovrrnmcnt, 
having  seen  by  tiie  letters  that  Jackson  had 
aoioditiiponthe  prisoner,  and  being  justly 
an\iou<>  tu  di mvcr  tin  r  rtentof  it,  and  what 
was  its  nature,  expectuig  no  doubt  something 
thai  fNMild  decipher  the  cononiracy,  and  show 
the  prisoner  to  be  an  agent  of  the  French  go- 
vernment, the  messenger  arcom ponied  the 
prisoner  to  his  counting-house  in  itumes- 
street,  where  the  papers  were  opened,  all 
lyirp  wiiliout  the  smallest  cnnceslment ;  and 
it  was  MTOved  by  Mr.  King  that  Mr.  Stone  ex- 
yeeiieq  otrtiaibr  eatitftction,  at  weii  ke  mighty 
at  Uie  findini:  this  account,  since  it  showed 
(as  he  had  unifufmiy  asserted)  his  entire  in- 
nocence of  any  criminal  design  a^unst  his 
.country,  by  eihibitiog  the  very  linmed  credit 
mlmik  ttaa  Matcu  km  upon  tam» 


[IM 


LtlOMMippote,  therefore,  that  the  cantt 

rested  here;  tlie  evidence  bcint^  thr  prorlncTton 
of  the  papers,  together  with  the  parole  evi* 
doBce  of  Mr.  Towgo<td,  Mr.  Sheridan,  lord 
Lauderdale,  and  Mr.  Rcgers,  explanatory  of 
the  intentions  of  Mr.  Stone,  and  no  letter 
being  t(»uud  in  his  possession  that  could  dis- 
cover to  him  that  Jackson  came  here  ii|ioiith9 
mission  imputed  by  the  indictment,  nor  anj 
probability  existing  that  there  were  other 
letters,  becauee  all  nad  been  seiaed  and  immm 
discovLrc  l— the  case  for  the  crown  closing 
with  this  account  and  receipt. — Against  this 
evidence  I  appreb<md  I  could  not  have  been 
called  upon  tor  a  defence,  because  the  crown ' 
having  assigned  the  fnotive  for  the  act  by  the 
iuoulh  uf  lis  own  witnesses,  betorc  il  was 
consummate,  and  having  stiown  that  vrhMsC 
Jackson  wa^  inviting  an  invasion,  the  priso- 
ner was  seeking  to  avert  one,  it  in  fact,  dis* 
praved  the  conspiracy  wirieh  it  was  its  objeet 
to  establish,  and  proved  itself  out  of  cuurt ;  for 
who  ever  heard  of  conspirators  acting  in  dia- 
luett  icat  op|>uMitun  to  each  other  ?  Consider 
too,  if  it  can  be  still  necessary,  tiiat  the  pri- 
soner was  not  then  a  desperate  man,  but  in 
flourishing  circumstances,  happy  in  his  ^- 
miljr,  and  connected  with  numy  valuable 
friends— Alas  !  how  difTercnt  is  his  present 
condition! — It  is  called  a  deliverance  which 
you  are  soon  to  give  him— Would  to  God  I 
could  call  it  one! — It  is  a  deliverance  from 
this  bar,  but  not  from  the  bars  of  a  prison — I 
make  no  complaints  ;  I  have  precluded  my- 
self from  making  any  by  every  thing  1  have 
.said,  but  surety  it  is  a  painl'ul  consideration 
that  his  aliairs  liavo  gone  to  ruin,  and  that 
instead  of  returning  to  nis  home,  he  must  go 
back  into  confinement,  not  as  a  criminal,  but 
as  a  debtor. — This  is  a  misfortune  which  can- 
not be  mitigated  by  your  verdict,  but  Ishotiki 
not  have  felt  myself  to  be  a  man  if  it  bad  not 
afi'ected  tne  too  forcibly  to  be  repressed. 

Gentlemen,  the  &olicit%«r-£eiieral  will,  I 
am  sure,  not  say  to  you,  if  he  replies,  that 
the  pajier,  as  a  coinnuinication  to  tin-  enemy, 
was  lo  itself  indicative  of  a  cnmmal  inten- 
tion so  as  to  shut  out  the  motive  which  we 
rely  upon;  he  wilt  not  sa^  so,  because  it 
would  he  inconsistent  with  his  character.  It 
is  asked,  who  proves  this  honest  intention  ? 
I  answer  afpiin  the  crmen  itteif  hat  given  it  la 
you,  n<A  c<jnc!usively  I  admit,  Imt  (\jiKlir'-iva 
at  least  unid  the  prisoner's  declarations  so* 
eoropanyiiig  the  whole  trsnssetion  are  proved 
to  have  been  fraudulent  and  false.— The  SUite 
trials,  Ond  knows,  are  well  known  i<»  u*.  It 
is  a  wonder  indeed  that  we  know  any  tiung 
else,  having  been  so  Ions  engaged  in'  them. 
Let  me  hear  then  from  those  state  trials,  or 
from  all  the  volumes  of  our  laws,  from  all  the 
convictions  in  our  courts  of  justice,  any  oo« 
instance  of  a  man  in  the  very  act  of  commit- 
ting a  crune  the  most  atrociou*.,  and  the  most 
pcuai  in  Us  consequences,  goin^  about  to 
everj  oiao  he  met,  not  only  eiposing  what  be 
doings  birt  ghriog  the  chia  by  which  it 
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_  )t  be  defeated.  Could  any  mao  in  his 
•CMOS  b»v»  acted  ia  i3m  mmttt  if  •  traitof  • 
CUM  oQDf piracy  vatk  Jadtomi  had  ictvallj  htm 

M  fool?  htnce  if  in  eoa»equence  of  the  pri- 
soner's declara lions  they  ba<l  hern  thrown 
tnlo  repurale  prtv»ns,  roieiit  nut  Ja<  ksvo  (coa- 
•iJiria|; iiiinself  btlMyea)itHve  redeemed  his 
«»n  life  by  inv|>euching  Slone?  Nothing, 
Vwrefivne^  but  the  coAa«iousoe»»of  iolegrity, 
Had  lhal  h»  hai  noliiiag  to  conceal.  caA  ra- 
tionally accotuit  for  such  otlierwihe  unaccounU 
able  conduct.  Tbe  real  Uulh  id,  that  he  knew 
nothing  uf  what  Jackson  was  actually  en- 
gaecd  io,  and  it  is  abundantly  alett  fvom  Mr. 
CuKayne's  evidence,  llial  his  communications 
i»ith  the  prisoner  viere  only  directed  towasds 
•  dawdectMto  tridci  m\mh  Jaainaa  had  eadaa* 
yourcd  to  embark  him  in,  but  which  appears 
to  have  beea  declmed. — I  do  DOt  liuow,  gen- 
tkimeDy  whether  any  of  you  have  read  the 
$M  iaiielMd,  when  almost  a  whole  day  was 
consumed  in  pulling  Mr.  Cokaytie  to  pieces, 
and  lor  the  plainest  ut  all  reai>ons,  because  if 
the  jury  beKeved  his  evidence,  Jacksoo  could 
have  no  defence. — They,  thercfure,  rliaroed 
him  as  ao  aecoiii(>lice,  uud  attacked  hioi  so 
•tffOttf^y  on  the  scon  of  perjury  for  which  ha 
had  been  iodiclcd^  that  the  attorney-general, 
with  great  propriety,  coo^i<lerc(l  him  a^a  wit- 
ness who  stood  under  such  circumatances 
the  iury  ought  to  expect  the  corrobora- 
tion of  his  testimony,  which!  admit  to  have 
bcaa  sufficiently  supported. 

Mr.  Aliorney  GcNcraJ.— 'With  reapeet  to 
the  perjury,  it  is  due  to  the  character  of 
that  genlieman  to  6tate,  that  thoi^h  there  was 
•n  accu&iilion  of  perjury,  be  was  moslbonour- 
ibJy  acquitted. 

yir.Etrkine. — I  was  going  to  do  this  justice 
to  Mr.  Colcayne,  who  will  be  the  hrst  man 
j»  court  to  adciMwledge  it.  I  have  no  iotcr- 
fst  as  an  advocate  to  impute  falsehood  to  him, 
tnd  I  sliouid  think  it  unworthy, and  unmanly 
Qftdtr  anyewcmnstaoces,  even  by  a  side  wind 
to  misrepresent  htm.  They  who  conducted  the 
defence  of  Jackson  in  Ireland  knew  they  must 
pull  down  Cokayne^  or  that  Jackson  must  fall; 
they  saw  that  his  innocence  was  incoospatiMe 
withCokayne's  testimony, and  they  liad  aright, 
therefore,  to  sitt  his  cliaracteTy  which  was  open 
to  just  ioqiury,  wherets  my  fnend  who  aits' 
before  me,  knows,  that  from  my  own  personal 
knowletlgc,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  Co- 
kayae  acted  tiroiu  no  iulrrest  or  willingness  to 
oeovict  Jinckacp,  nor  have  we  any  inteseat 
whatsoever,  in  e!«tabrtshing  Jackson's  inno* 
eeoce.  We  thought,  besides,  that  it  would  ill 
hacotne  ua,  when  we  were  aakini;;  a  fm  eon> 
stnjction  of  tl)c  conduct  of  our  client,  to  be- 
come the  defamers  of  other  men.  Let  Mr. 
Cokayne,  thcrefure,  stand  clear  in  your  opi- 
Dions:  It  i»  impo<>sthla  I  could  wish,thot be 
should  be  thoiiiiht  by  you  to  have  been  per- 
jured, wlien  he  had  been  ac^ittcd  by  Ui« 
canntty;— -an  acquittal  ahaaid  leave  no  ataio 
frem  imputation,  unless  supporteil  by  circara- 
Maoces  with  which  1  aqt  not  ifqwaiyted,  aad 
which  I  had  no  thought!  of  inlroduoog. 


TMqffViUkm  Sione 

Mt.  Cokayae,  indee<l,  is  a  atVB^g 
ior  the  piisaaei^        w»i  a  fricAd  of  Jacjk 
•i»n*e;  •» niiici^  lo, tfaiat  he Mpoa«d gvaat 
fidence  in  hiw,  telling  bios  that  be  wm  la 
'  debt,  and  that  bis  creujtors  wei^c  at  hi*  heeu, 
j  and  a^ked  that  Ui^  leticc:s  mi^t  b«  utukt 
I  cover  ta  him,  thai  h^s  oama  and  cbara<>ef 
might  not  be  tr<icrd  ;    yet,  though  Jack- 
1  son,  from  Uis  iu*i  a'C^v^l  la  ireLoid,  y/nu  tom 
I  gaged  in  hittiaitoMiia  punsuiia,  tlia  asaoie  af 
blone  was  never  heard  ol  by  Cokayoa. —  i  «j 
i  may  call  him  a^in  aof  by  my  cuu^nt 
ask  him  tiie  quesUuiH  bacattff  I  W^a  rcaM«a 
to  know  lite  aaaam  h$  mud  HuKt. 
Cokayae  ihen  never  lir<ird  the  nanie  of  S6b44 
froBi  Jackson,  and  siace  one  JclUr  ualy  mm 
arrillen  to  the  pritoaif ,  phkh  was  mteroapAs^ 
and  never  reached  him,  aiul  siiKe  Cokayne 
hiahseif  knew  nothing  of  Jacksoa'a  nusawiik 
whiht  he  a«B  in  Engla  ud,  what  colons  ja  thm 
for  saying  that  Mr.  Wilham  Sioue  MS  #fi^ 
pnainted  with  it?   Is  it  proved  that  he  wa*? 
11  it  be,  show  roe  the  cvtdeuc^ ;  najaa  t^ 
wimeaa,  and  tow  to  «M  ha  aaid  im  ym 
notes.   Cokayne,  on  the  contrary,  saiJ  tbat 


lie  did  net  know  pf  Jackson's  ^iAo^  in 

"     Jacksoo  aolf 

told  him  he  wished  to  e^LablLsh  cummerrMi 


hiad,  till  he  went  there,  that 


dealings,  and  abked  whether  be  kneor  of  soy 
merchant  w  1k)  would  supply  the  Freach  ^a- 
Mrnoteot  witli  provision,  fur  which  he  had 
an  unlimited  credit,  whereas  he  hiid  uvnc  wttk 
Mr.  Stone  hut  the  very  imUed  ouc  tk^haa 
been  proved.  New^aeea  if  they  ea<W  Itoat 
eslablk&hed  that  Mr.  Hlune  had  engaged  ia 
such  a  contract  to  supply  the  enei«>y  with 


provisions  (which  docs  not  at  all  appeacL 
It  would  not  help  them  upon  thia  recac£ 
as  though  it  might  conned  him  with  < 
cr)me4.  It  is  nut  tiie  vveri  act  charged  t>  mt 
iadictaaeaL  What  would  it  be  to  ir  aithar  if 
lliu-ford  Slone  had  given  Jack^on  rrasQo  tc 
believe  that  his  brother  would  enter  into  hia 
viewa.  knowina  them  to  bo  traitotoua?  \^ 
woula  ha  foe  llurford  StMie  to  an«.«rcr  for  # 
he  ever  returned  to  England,  but  voui'i  r. 
nothing  at  all  to  tlie  pribouer,  uulcss  it  cuiami 
he  farther  thaws,  that  he  (isU  in  with  wrh  m- 
pectations,  \y  iac8iKbo|  tha  HiMao  thai  mm 
on  loot. 

It  IS  fiurthMV  tilreincly  iiaportattl,  that  m 

none  of  Jackson's  conversations  with  Baw^ 
ton  'llowan,  and  Tone,  was  the  name  of  ika 
prisoner  ever  mentioned.  It  any  such  aa^ 
■eiiaa  had  existed,  what  could  poasthly  ha«a 
prevented  him  from  saying — You  bane  qnly 
to  write  over  to  )>loo«  and  he  wiil  sua|^^  tka 
laMwy?  aaddonagllM  whole  titoeladaaft 
was  in  Ireland,  and  whilht  Mr.  Stciic  re- 
mained here  a  prisonir.  aiul  hia  drhvctaacr 
waiting  the  issue  of  Jackson's  trial,  ditfuag  dl 
which  tMBo^  tha  peat  eAoara  of  thahiwadba^ 
(or  they  are  very  unfit  ones)  wer*»,  tntd*T  tlw 
cooirol  of  his  wiyoty's  nuuu4cr^,  u»  (pti/d 
againatiha  tr  at  ana,  than  under  poblk  csx^s- 
nation,^— nothing,  wh.itcrcr,  appeared  -  Mr- 
Cokajma'a  .amdeucf        a».cayitoiia>ia  to 
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Mta),  Alt  ikt'eaishaA  fiir  tin 
crown,  were  ever  instructed  to  piit  qudsUons, 
st^  rf  nny  sixdh  correapomieiice  nad  oeen  ftus- 

pectcd. 

Wbtf  icoBant  fiMn,  gentlemen,  couM  we  be 
J^WptlcdlOjgive  to  the  world,  of  llic  tnn^ac- 
Uons  of  tbtt  (lay,  it  the  biood  of  a  subject  of 
tfkh  coanlTf  were  to  tie  shed  upon  Mcb  tesfi- 

mony,  for  (foirig  an  act  nianifcslly  bcneficla!, 
for  which  no  possible  [native  can  be  imagined, 
bwt  the  one  assigned  by  the  prisoner?  His 
own  destruction  was  involved  in  that  of  bis 
tfotyntry ;  he  couM  have  had  no  individual  se- 
ctrrity,  and  he  was  engaged,  besides,  at  the 
Tery  tirtf^,  hi  many  commercial  transitions, 
wliir  h  could  not  possibly  !ihvc  been  wrund 
trp  before  this  invasion  took  place,  and  legions 
OT  armed  men,  are  snrely  the  very  last  ac- 
cornitarrts,  with  whom  a  merchant  would 
cfioow  to  «,cttle  hi<?  affairs ;  and,  to  swe!l  the 
improbabrlity,  a  mail  not  proved  to  have  been 
even  in  doubtful  circumstances,  not  at  all  dis- 
affected to  the  government,  nor  open  to  the 
stispicioQ  ol'  it  from  any  act  or  expression 
throtighout  his  life,  and  the  Invulnerable 
sflrengTh  of  '.vhose  case,  does  not  rest  upon 
testimony  brot;;:ht  forward  in  his  defence,  but 
tT|>on  tlic  accu^-i  11!^  evidence  of  the  crown,  from 
I  Ik  mouths  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Uc»ger9,  Mr. 
Tt>wgood,  and  the  Other  witnesses  who  have 
lieen  examined. 

Stit,  though  Mr.  Stone  tould  not  be  im« 
peacheff  I)y  evufcncp  of  any  act  or  exprc  mc  a 
of  disaffection,  vet  his  loyalty  mi»bt  by  t(  asu- 
iftes   people  be  questioned,  perhaps,  on 
the  score  of  his  opinions;    and  nothing, 
snr*>^y,  %g  c?falls  a  court  of  justice,  as  that  it 
will  bear  no  such  censures,  but  luuks  only  to 
f^ts.   We  are  but  too  apt,  in  common  life  to 
deal  out  our  opinions  of  others  with  an  Tin- 
sparing  hand,  always  taking  every  thing  in 
the  eiTteme  a<i;ainst  each  other,  without  any 
centre  but  ourselves  of  what  is  right ;  but 
many  excellent  mm  have  been  totrnd  on 
boih   sides  of  every  political  controversy, 
and  the  truth  is  very  often  in  the  mid* 
dir     T  mrntion  this,  because  Mr.  Stone  is 
known  to  have  gloried  in  the  French  revolu- 
tS0fi.-»f  t  would  l>e  idle  in  roe  to  waste  your 
tiuie  upon  such  a  subject,  except  to  say  tliat  it 
is  still  more  to  his  honour,  that  with  a  most 
entfiiisiasUc  femper,  and  with  such  unexam- 
ptetf  matter  for  its  eacttation,  his  conduct  has 
oren  so  guarded  as  not  even  to  have  been  an 
^ect  of  suspicion,  nor  the  loyalty  even  of 
lin  sentiments  in  any  manner  impeached. 

f  am  n'most  ashamed  to  restime  tiny  de- 
tails of  the  evidence,  but  I  am  afraid  to  leave 
any  thing  untouched.— Ton  have  bad  a  long 
rotfeapondence  in  evidence,  but  a  very  small 
portion  only  selected  for  yotir  attention. -  —  I 
am  not  blaming  this,  which  is  absolutely  of 
COtttaw,  ikut  it  has  had  the  effisct,  no  doubt,  of 
makinij  you  think,  by  the  parts  sr!rrtrd,  that 
Jackaon  was  its  whole  burthen  and  subject. — 
tM'  Ifto  ifetne  great  character-*tbat  all 
ollMr  coDMnif  Iran  taraUowad  opinU  loit  in 
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its  idiporfatlctf;  ^'so  ttatMFf  Is  (he  tilirti 

of  the  case,  that  I  cannot  omit  reading  a  part 
of  the  letter  whJcli  announced  hin^lf  Xcan 
find  It  from  out  llie  mass. 

In  this  very  letter  which  must  be  taken  t<l 
be  the  crcdcniidl  i  f  im  nsion  ;  in  thi<  very  let- 
ter announcing  Us  missionary,"  he  say  she  will 
open  to  you  a  variety  of  business.  Of  which  my 
rea'-on  lor  yotir  parting  with  the  house  at  Olj 
Ford  is  of  the  slightest  importance;"  so  that, 
though  Jackson  was  introduced  by  the  letter, 
as  the  or^an  and  instrument  of  invasion,  ana 
that  Old  1  ord  house  was  to  be  parted  with  on 
accotmt  of  it,  yet  every  thing  reUtmg  tu  thai 
subject,  was  nevertheless  of  the  slightest  im* 
portance,  when  compared  with  the  proposals 
of  a  commerce,  whidi,  after  aJl»  were  not  ac< 
cepted,  and  which  scarcely  seems  to  have 
been  the  Mibject  of  conversation  betweaa 
them. 

But  what  is  most  remarkable  of  all,  is 
Jackson's -letters*  who  wrote,  that  an  invaskia' 
here,  would  produce  univcf^al  panic,  whithis 
quite  at  cross-purposes  with  every  tiling  the 
prisoner  ever  wrote  or  said,  thou<;h  he  is  caOed 
a  conspirator  with  him,  as  he  is  not  even 
charg  a  with  pretending  to  avert  an  invasion, 
whilst,  by  a  counter-paper  exposing  the  we^ik- 
ness  of  England,  he  was  inviting  one.  This, 
charse  could  not  have  been  matle,  when  its 
ialsehood  was  so  notorious,  by  his  having  al- 
tered Mr.  Vaiighan*s  paper,  which  stated th« 
clrtrnceless  ^tate  of  the  country,  from  the 
small  number  of  troops  except  a  few  cavalry 
on  the  coast— a  fact  which  nr.  Stone  tlioui|iii, 
ought  not  to  be  exposed,  and  therekirtt 
scratched  it  out.  In  this  the  papers  now  tSr 
hibiied  in  court  only  differ  irum  one  another^ 
the  prisoner's  edition  having  left  out  whatttr* 
Vaughan  h  id  imi  rovidently  inserted. 

The  Dapers,  however,  are  Just  nothing  in 
themselves,  without  the  clue  of  the  fiarole 
evidence,  which  introduced  them.  Indeed^ 
the  answer  to  the  whole  case,  may  he  said  to 
arise  out  of  the  evidence  of  the  very  first  ceo- 
tleman  selected  for  examination,  since,  if  tbersi 
had  been  any  thing  in  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Stone  to  correspond  with  the  indictment 
would  Mr.  William  Smith  have  been  the  maa 
to  be  informed  and  consulted  ?  Mr.  William 
Smith,  gentlemen,  is  a  person  of  immense  for- 
tune,— I  could  nut  ask  him  its  extent — great 
part  of  it  invested  in  thepubfic  funds  of  Ihft. 
country,  all  of  \\\Ac\i  would  vanish  like  an 
eiichautraent  even  by  an  unsuccessful  inva- 
sion—a  person,  besides,  in  too  high  a  situa- 
tion of  life  to  be  a  fisher  in  such  troubled 
waters;  all  of  which  musthave  been  per£^/ 
well  known  to  Mr.  Stone. '  Wotild  sncn  a  man, 
I  repeat  it,  have  been  the  first  object  for  com« 
mimication  by  any  human  being  in  bis  senses 
meditating  treason,  and  without  the  smallest 
invitation  to  secrecy  ?  and  is  it  possible  that 
Mr  Siniili,  instead  of  telling  him  that  it  was 
his  instant  duty  to  give  tntorroalion  to  the  se- 
cretary of  state,  siMMldt  tnalaad  of  that,  pre* 
pare  ft  paper  with  bis  own  viewi  en  the  aub* 
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jcct,  so  little  in  reprehension  of  Mr.  Stone's  ',  hardly  deserved,  being  nothiug  bula^^silfd 


cooduct  thai  the  counsel  lor  ttie  crown,  koow> 
inf  Mr.  Smilh*f  conviction  of  his  iiiiioceiice» 


letter  witti  a  direclioo ;  but  m  correct  statft- 
ment  there  are  three  leiten,  two  btm  Mr. 


Would  t:ot  waive  the  legnl  ohjccltuo  to  the  j  Stone  to  Jackson,  and  one  in  answer  tu  Jack- 


?iicstion  which  would  have  proved  it,  ju«t  a; 
waived  this  luornitig  my  objection  i<>  iUe 
evidence  of  Mr.  Pitt?  They  hud  undoubtedly 
a  right  to  per*.i«it  in  il.  hnl  it  h  pretty  phun 
what  they  conceived  the  answer  of  Uie  wit- 


son's  letter.  Now  let  me  suppose,  thaliiiese 
letters  Iv^d  not  hcen  produced,  I  might  &uxcij 
finish  the  truuMe  I  have  been  but  tno  hm^ 

giving  you,  and  therefore  nolhtns  can  rcmavn 
but  to  consider  their  etiect  and  operation,  aod 


nesa  would  have  been,  otherwise  it  would  not   what  the  counsel  Tor  the  crown  must  work  hf 


have  been  incnmheut  upon  llirm  lo  guard  the 
Dolorious  rules  of  evidence  with  so  much 
anxiety  and  tenderness,  lo  shut  out  the  result 
of  an  impfovideot  and  thoughtless  question. 
The  same  remark  mi^jlit  fie  extended  to  all 
the  other  witnesses  fur  the  crown. 

It  seemed  to  make  an  impression,  that  two 
addresses  were  left  with  the  prisoner  by  Jack 


tlicin  or  fall.  It  is  not  enough,  even  if  ibej 
could  lead  you  lo  &u»pecL,  or  conceive,  or  si^ 
pose,  that  the  prisoner  noy  be  euUiy,  la- 
cause  they  n)ust  ef^tabiish.  by  evideoce,  tin 
fact  of  Ills  being  guilty,  and  uoi  we  the 
tive  tlul  he  is  not.  * 

My  learned  friend  said, — I  am  persuaded, 
in  the  true  spirit  of  his  feelings, — th:ii  b« 


son  on  his  going  to  Ireland,  by  which  letters  \  hoped  in  God  we  should  be  able  to  da  what 
i»efe  tfUr^'ards  sent  to  him,  and  fbrwarded ;  I      thought  was  incumbent  upon  us ;  but  I 
but  can  it  he  fitly  said,  in  a  trial  for  high  trea- 
son, thai  though  T  ntn  n«.i  proved  by  any  fact 


have  onlv  to  llunk  God  that  nulhin^  has  hem 
done  wliiih  calls  upon  me  to  do  any  thin^ 


to  have  been  privy  lo  a  tiaitorous  project,  I  ,  more  than  to  ask  you,  the  jury,  whetl^er,  after 
mm  nevertheless  to  be  presumed  to  have  I  what  you  have  heard  ftom  my  ' 


k  )Otrn  it,  brcauvc  addresses  wrrt-  left  with  me    sf^d  cxcpltcnt  friend  who  preceded  me,  wh^rh 
by  tlie  traitor,  according  to  which  tra/ed  let-    hai  made  it  only  an  abuse  of  your  time  and 
ters  were  sent  abroad,  and  came  to  the  hands  '  patience  to  have  heard  me  at  all,  the 
of  enemies  alro.id,  the  answers  to  which  would 
have  come  to  me,  had  they  not  t)cc'U  iuter- 
eepted.— Suppose  I  were  standing  here  for  my 
Hw,  and  that  a  person  at  Ijri%toi  engaged  in  a 
treasonable  conspirary,  had  «riii  iiji  tus  sealed 
Irtlcr»  to  me, desiring  me  to  lorward  them  by 
their  addresses  to  diner«:Dt  narts  of  the  king- 
dom, and  suppose  farth.er,  that  ibis  man  was 
connected  with  me  in  various  matters  of  busi- 
ness, su  as  to  give  a  general  appearance  or 
our  being  connected  together,  tluoiii^hout ; — 
coidd  It,  therefore,  in  common  sen>c,  be  as- 
aerlcd,  that  because  trea^^on  was  found  con- 


has  ;'iven  you  reason,  as  1  have  josl  befurt 
said,  nut  merely  to  suspect  the  piilt  of  the 
prisoner,  but  lias  compelled  you,  speakjof 
each  man  singly  for  himself,  tu  pronoaoce 
that  be  \%  guilty,  remcmberin.r,  whilit  tc-j 
pronounce  n,  the  mild  mud  ciurtUtbIc  »pir.;  ui 
the  laws,  and  the  protections  which  our  fot%* 
fathers  have  raised  up  against  attacks  of  Ika 
state. 

Now  do  these  letters  amount  ti>  Mch  e 

proof?    1^1  us  try  licit  prt<powlion. 

We  Ic.un  from  the  evidence,  that  Jackxm 
left  this  country  with  Mr.  Cokayne,  his  con- 


tained in  the  answers  to  these  scaled  letters,  t  fidential  attendant,  who  yet  knew  iKtth:o«  of 

•whirh  were  intcrreplcd. 


were  lufcrrepico,  arur  ncvrr  rvcii 
came  to  niy  hands,  thai  I  could  be  coavicled 
of  high  treason  f 

We  all  know,  that  upon  JacK<;on's  tri  il  in 
Ireland,  every  man  put  his  own  construction  , 
and  comments  upon  theve  letters,  and  the  ; 
name  Nicholas  was  supposed  to  mean  the 
French  minister  of  war,*  which  turned  out 
afterwards  to  LcNicliuUsiMadactt;  tliis  ought 
to  administer  caution  to  decypherers  of  letters  \ 
in  a  ca<c  of  l)loi  d,       after  a  m  m  had  been  ' 
swinging  three  months,  the  discovery  of  such  1 
n  mistake  would  be  rathrr  late.   I  mean  no  ; 
attack  upon  tlie  inini-tcrsof  ihv  crown  in  Ire- 
land, who,  I  have  Qo  doubt,  aic  deserving  aod 
boDourahle  men. 

As  to  the  letters  which  n  n'^titute  the  g^ro- 


any  mi-'»ion  to  Ireland,  and  to  whom  be^d 
,  never  mentioned  the  nauie  of  Stone,  our  4i 
I  there  any  proof  whatever  that  they  were  aails- 
ccdcntly  connected.    Il  appears  tti  it  I.«r  va* 
,  first  announced  by  Mr.  iiurlord  Ailocie  ;  afti 
;  when  be  went  over  to  Ireland,  and  «rr«la  m 
the  prisoner,  the  latter  tould  not  but  suppose 
that  he  harl  hiisine*^*  to  trans  ict  therr     I  ua 
not  at  all  afraid  ol  ihia  kllcr,  and  wi  J  rcmi  it 
to  you  s— 

I  "  DulUn,  5th  ApriK  1T1>4. 

"  Dear  sir ;  Owing  to  a  variety  of  iDc% 
which  I  will  explain  when  I  liave  the  " 

of  scoin: 


you,  I  have  been  prevtnicil  «rr.un 


unlit  Ihc  present  moment. — Some  very 
lent  friends,  to  whom  I  owe  most  >'nq>^af 
obligdtiotis.  being  apprized  of  my  ainval,feBMi 
tamen  of  tfic  ca«e,  anrl  well  justified  ~lhe  '  endeavoured  lo  render  me  service,  and 


crown  in  all  ils  acLiviues  on  the  subject,  niy 
learned  friend,  the  serjeant,  said  there  were 
three  in  nnmhi  r,  and  I  improperly  cor:rritd 
him  when  he  was  in  the  right.  I  thought  he 
iraa  mistaken,  because  it  was  giving  the 
Mine  of  a  letter  to  one  of  them  which  it 

•  See  p.  819  of  this  Volume. 


their  power  equal  to  their  wishes,  I  am  cocu^- 
dent  I  should  experieoce  the  benefit  of  thsir 
good  intentions ;  accepting  as  I  do,  the 
lor  the  act,  they  have  a  claia  on  ta^  i^m 
tude.'*  I  must  request  jou  not  to  ambi 
11^'^  <-S  any  of  the  n  'Jrc^ses  I  left  you,  tbc 
price  and  nature  of  tho-arliclee  bcaiog  calinif 
changed." 
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Now  th»  counsel  for-lbfttfrnm  sav,  this 
has  nothing  to  do  with  rot}>nif>rce,  and  i»  only 
a  luaiiked  way  of  desiring  Uic  prisoner  out  to 
mtk9  UM  of  tht  fapers  ne  lefl  with  him  on 

the  subject  of  the  invasion ;  but  th.it  cannot 
be,  becau&e  tltey  were  already  di&patclicd. 
Be  then  goes  on  to  sa^— **  I  request,  my  dear 
air,  that  you  will  dedicate  an  instant,  on  the 
return  of  tlie  post,  in  ;\ckiiowlcdgin2;  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  letter ;  and  it'  you  have  any  let- 
ters from  tlie  family  at  Shields,  which  regatd 
tlieir  affairs  in  lliis  country,  yon  cannot  too 
soon  inclose  tlietn  to  ine,  as  the  assizes  at 
Cwk  sre  about  to  commtnct." 

It  is  then  asked, — and  since  the  burthen  is 
cast  upon  me,  I  can  take  it  vip  and  carry  it, — 
I  am  asked  by  what  means  Mr.  Stone  knew 
that  the  ftaiily  at  Shields  meant  the  pei^le 
of  France,  unless  hp  was  in  criminal  concert 
with  the  writer  ol  this  letter?  To  that  1  an- 
swer, that  Mr.  Stone  had  long  been  accus- 
tomed to  correspond  with  his  brother,  whose 
letters  of  business  had,  upon  various  occu- 
tiontf  been  opened;  and  Jackson  also>  even 
if  he  had  honestly  come  from  Trance,  might 
desire  to  know,  without  interrtiption,  ihrouj^h 
8tonc,  wlial  was  goins  on  there,  and  uti^il 
have  agreed,  for  any  tiling  I  know,  thattnc 
family  atStii^^lfls  should  stand  for  I'rance.  It 
ia  jiothiog  whether  my  guesses  are  well  or  ill 
founded,  as  the  jprisoner  is  neither  to  be  con- 
victed nor  acquitted  by  guesses,  but  by  the 
force  of  the  evidence  for  the  crown;  yet  i 
think  it  is  impossible  not  to  see,  from  Mr. 
Stone's  answer,  that  though  he  understood 
the  family  at  ^Shields  to  mem  France,  yet 
that  he  interpreted  the  inquiries  to  he  touch- 
ing the  general  concerns  of  that  dulracted 
country.  If  indeed  he  had  «.iid,  in  answer, 
**  I  lonz  to  hear  how  the  at^airs  of  the  family 
aA Shields  go  on  in  Ireland;  I  have  had  no 
letters  yet  upon  that  subject,  but  expect  some 
every  day,  and  will  send  them  when  the  as- 
sizes at  Cork  commence;'*  and  had  he  fol- 
lowed It  tip  by  any  expressions  by  which  it 
could  be  fairly  collected,  that  the  business  of 
the  family  at  Shields  meant  rebellion  there, 
Mr.  Stone  could  hsve  no  defence;  but  there  is 
not  a  syllable  in  it  that  applies  to  Jackson's 
interrogatory ;  and  the  whole  of  it  shows  it  to 
have  been  regarding  general  politics  in  1  f.iiicc, 
finder  the  cypher  which  bad  been  resorted  to. 
— "  I  have  not  made  use  of  what  you  left 
me.'^ — ^Now  this  could  not  mean  the  address. 
Ibr  the  resson  f  have  slready  given  you,  and 
cannot  t1>crcfore  connect  itself  with  this  in- 
dictment ;  and  he  then  goes  on  to  say, "  What 
•  wonderful  change  there  is  in  the  I'amily" — 
(taking  it  to  be  France] — "  Will  it  tend  to 
spo«l?^  I  confess  T  think  better  of  it  now  tiian 
•Sefore.  I  want  what  you  possess — a  know- 
ledge of  the  several  branches  of  it«  to  ibmi  a 
proper  jivleniMit  of //it:  Imt  frrrm.'*  This  can 
only  be  taken  to  allude  to  the  hourly-shilling 
chsnges  In  the  Freneh  fsrohitioit;  st  that 
time  an  inlercstiiw  t6pic  with  people  of  ail 
descriptions,  but  vStf  is  not  eae  syUsUe  in 
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reply  to  any  affairs  in  Ireland  i  but,  on  the 

rontr  iry,  it  it  docs  aj'|>lv  to  Frwirp  i' which  I 
thmk  il  muil  be  takta  to  du)  ii  couuuis  mat- 
\f  T  which  rather  goes  in  destruction  of  the 
charge.  "  Will,"  he  says,  **  tlie  change  be 
for  Uie  better  and  then,  in  answer  to  bis 
own  question,  seems  to  intimate,  that  nothing 
could  make  it  worse,  t.  e.  nothing  worse  than 
the  government  of  France.  Yet  this  unfor- 
tunate gentleman,  scemiiiglv  in  total  i^no- 
rsocc  regarding  Ireland,  ana  though  writing 
aj^ainst  tuc  Frr:.t  h  'government  as  agovrni- 
uientof  evil,  never  likely  tu  be  belter,  is  sup- 
posed, nevertheless,  lo  have  msde  uf  his 
mind,  at  tlie  very  same  moment,  to  cxpo-c 
all  that  was  dear  to  him  to  the  sword  of  this 
nation,  which,  in  his  own  deliberately-written 
opinion,  had  neither  s  government  that  could 
protect  its  friends,  nor  secure  them  from  the 

gripe  of  the  succeeding  tjaction,  whicii  might 
estroy  it.  lie  was  an  enthusiast,  it  is  true, 
to  the  principles  which  first  led,  and  may  still 
ultimately  leaA,  in  Uie  Ptovideaoe  of  God,  to 
the  univeml  im|wovement  end  happiness  of 
her  people,  without  at  all  disturbing,  the  set- 
tled forms  of  government  in  other  niliuns  ;, 
fur  cunsUlulioiiS  may  lui<j)ily  exist  under  v.t- 
rious  forms,  and  he  must  be  a  fool  who  thinks 
tl  at  there  can  be  no  good  government  but 
our  own. 

It  farther  appears,  that  without  at  all  quefr* 

tioning  the  justit  e  or.TarI;son's  punishment, 
Mr.  llurford  Stone,  tiie  third  person  charged 
as  a  conspirator,  cannot  be  said  to  be  proved 
to  have  been  an  agent  of  France;  as  it  is 
clear,  tliit  even  afl'.  r  Juckson  was  in  Ireland, 
he  was  alarmed  tur  Ins  own  safety  in  I'jancCy 
and  all  his  letters,  even  from  his-  brother  the 
prisoner,  wore  nyru  to  tlic  r\;iminatlun  of  the 
French  government;  and  the  prisoner  him- 
self, as  I  have  before  observeo  to  you,  cvea 
in  this  very  letter,  which  is  to  let  fall  the  axe 
upon  his  neck,  if  you  put  the  construction 
uiKtn  it  which  }  ou  arca^ked  by  the  counsel 
for  the  prosecution  to  put,  condemns  the  go* 
vernment,  of  which  he  is  --iipposed  to  be  the 
spy  and  the  supporter,  speculates  upon  its  in- 
stability, and  ssks  if  it  possibry'csn  come  to 
good,  whilst,  at  the  very  san>c  moment^ 
from  the  love  of  this  same  government,  he  is 
giving  up  his  wife  and  his  dauehters  to  the 
ravishings  of  her  soldiery,  his  whole  property 
to  their  pil!ai;c,  the  revered  constitution  of 
his  forefathers  to  meviiable  destruction,  and, 
b^'  his  disconueetion  with  ell  the  moral  prin* 
ciples  which  govern  us,  and  distinguish  us 
from  the  beasts  that  ^rish,  sets  himself  up 
in  tus  own  person  as  a  spectacle  of  In&my,  to 
the  abhorrence  of  all  future  generatioiis. 

Gentlemen,  if  thi^  pre'-iinipti„n  could  be 
supported  without  any  ratiuiiai  motive,  and  in 
the  teeth  of  the  whole  evidence,  I  am  sure  t 
should  care  much  less  about  an  invasion  from 
the  French.  1  could  then  almost,  say,  J^t 
them  come  when  they  please ;  we  cannot  be- 
worse  by  their  coming  ;  I  would  rather  Eng- 
land wece  invaded  Drom  any  i^uaricc  of  the 
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woridp  even  by  sivages,  who  know  no  law, 

and  give  no  quarter,  than  live  to  see  that  her 
courts  had  forgotten  all  the  principles  which 
were  the  great  Btandnrds  of  our  security,  the 
pride  and  qlory  of  onr  country  in  all  ages,  and 
the  most  'majestic  fabric  of  human  wisdom 
which  either  tradition  or  history  can  record, 
for  the  dignity  and  hapfriocts  of  mankind. 

Gentlemen,  there  are  several  other  matters 
which  I  shall  pass  by,  particularly  the  details 
of  some  of  the  letters  which  have  bben  relied 
on,  because,  if  Mr.  Stone  be  innocent,  as  I 
really  believe  him  to  be,  how  could  he  possi- 
bly have  histnicted  me  to  ramment  upon 
letters  he  never  saw,  or  lo  observe  upon  the 
conduct  of  men  whose  actions  were  never 
submitted  lo  his  consideration,  and  with 
whom  he  was  in  no  concert  ?  If  indeed,  be- 
cause  Jackson  wrote  tlie  letters  in  question, 
and  because  they  were  rightly  admitted  in 
evidence,  they  therefore  made  nr.  Stone  re- 
sponsible for  all  the  crimes  Jackson  was  com- 
mitting or  had  committed,  then  nrAy,  in  the 
name  of  Heaven,  have  ue  been  shut  up  here  for 
two  dojf$  together?  since,  the  instant  the 
Court  admitted  the  paper  and  the  letters,  the 
case,  so  circumstaaced,  was  reduced  to  this 
short  syllogism  t  Jaekton  ic  a  troUot— whoever 
receives  letters  from  him  is  a  traitor— crpo,  you, 
Mr.  William  Stone^  are  a  traitor;  and  then 
you  had  only  to  have  folded  up  your  notes, 
and  given  in  your  verdict  of  Guilty;  but 
when  it  has  been  admitted  on  all  hands,  that 
those  acts  which  afiect  Jackson  can  only  afi'ect 
the  prisoner,  as  he  could  by  proof  be  con- 
nected with  liim  in  turpitude,  as  being  the 
man  who  set  him  in  motion,  or  acted  willi 
him  when  he  was  in  motion,  knowing  the 
nature  of  his  mission,  and  intendmg  to  ^ve 
effect  to  the  criminal  purpose  he  was  engaged 
in,  then  the  case  is  just  inverted,  und  there  is 
no  guilt  at  all. 

Gentlemen,  I  seek  to  set  no  snare  foryotir 
consciences,  uor  to  lead  you  to  think  that 
there  is  a  greater  duty  to  acquit  than  to  con* 
demn.  Certainly  there  is  not.  The  same 
sense  of  duty  which  binds  a  humane  court  to 
acquit,  when  it  can  a<1minister  a  saving  jus- 
tice, calls  upon  it  equally  to  convict,  where 
there  is  undoubted  evidence  of  guilt.  In  such 
a  case,  mercy  can  have  no  entrance;  it  can 
then  only  flow  from  the  crown,  when  the  cri* 
minal  is  delivcn  d  into  the  hands  of  the  king. 
I  admit,  therefore,  that  you  mw^i  conduct 
yourselves,  as  the  noble  judge  has  frequently 
said  in  this  place,  like  firm  men,  discharging 
the  duties  of  yowr  ofTice  as  your  consciences 
demand.  No  man  can  doubt  that  this  isyour 
indispensable  obligation,  though  I  have  been 
very  of\en  placed  in  such  siiuLiiions  here,  as 
not  lo  have  thought  myself  at  all  bound  to 
■dwrtto  it;  but  standing  in  a  case  where  it 
is  impossible^with  the  views  at  least  I  have 
of  it,  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  understand 
it, — that  you  should  not  consider  it  your  clear 
duty  to  acquit  the  priioiier,  I  have  aot  been 
It  iMriaiyMH  UMlIoailittotBpect 
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nothing  from  you  but  the  results  of  justice 
and  law;  because  the  results  of  both  must  for 
ever  repel  a  judgment  fotmdcd  upon  sospi* 
cions  and  ima^nations  of  guilt.  It  is  mC 
enough,  therefore,  for  the  crown  to  raise  so 
thick  a  cloud  over  this  transaction^  that  yoo 
cannot  bo  sore  whieh  way  yon  walk  timmajb 
it,  but  the  light  must  surround  you  throu^B- 
out.  This  alone  can  enable  you  lo  judge  on 
which  side  is  the  balance  of  the  evidence,  so 
as  to  pronounce  that  verdict  of  tqmtlaf, 
which,  to  use  the  languai;e  of  the  attorney- 
general,  that  cannot  be  too  often  rejwated, 
will  make  every  maacontuitod  when  ttiodo* 
livoied. 

BtfLT. 

Mr.  SoUeitor  General.— Gcnt]emen  of  tfNT 
Jury; — It  now  falls  to  my  lot,  after  a  veryia- 
teresting  trial,  to  delay  ^ou  for  some  time 
longer  with  aoch  observations  as  I  think  bo> 
cessary  to  make  upon  the  whole  evidence,  as 
it  now  stands  before  you, and  in  reply  to  what 
has  fallen  from  the  counsel  for  the  prtsooer. 

Gentlemen,  notice  has  been  taken  of  the 
length  of  lime  which  has  elapsed  since  the 

Erisoner's  arrest,  and  beture  this  matter  wm 
rought  before  you.  This  in  part,  yoo  bavt 
been  mformed,  was  owing  to  the  prisoner  bins- 
self;  to  his  putting  ofi  the  trial.  ^For  the  rest, 
it  has  been  owing  simply  to  ^is  ctiromstance ; 
— ^tluit  until  after  the  tnal  of  Mr.  Jackson  it 
was  impossible  to  bring  on  this  tri&J.  Yea 
will  be  aware  of  the  utter  impossibility  of 
bringing  on  both  trials  at  the  same  time,  con. 
sidermg  the  nature  of  the  evidence  whirh  hn 
been  given;  and  twice  Mr.  Jackson  desired 
the  tndulg^iiee  of  the  Conrt  in  Ireland,  that 
his  trial  might  be  put  oiT  on  account  of  the 
absence  of  roateriai  witnesses. •  That,  and 
that  only,  has  occasioned  the  delay  m  this 
trial.  Every  part  of  the  evidence,  as! 
observed  by  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner, 
in  the  possession  of  the  crown  immediate^ 
or  shortly  after  the  prisoner  wan  taken  npu 
The  delay,  therefore,  has  been  wholly  mro. 
luntary  1  admit,  if  the  prisoner  is  ionoccs^ 
it  has  been  extremely  unfortunate  for  luaj 
but  it  is  a  misfortune  whieh  the 
indulgence  to  anotlier  person  made 
able.  ' 

Gentlemen,  upon  the  subfect'  ^ 
have  now  to  discuss,  you  have  b(  rn  told,  ihat 
you  are  not  to  judge  upon  light  cooiecture,  or 
upon  those  conclusions  which  may  be  ofiitftd 
to  you  bv  the  extreme  of  ingentnlgr*  I  ccs^ 
lainly  admit,  that  you  are  to  receive  reasosS^ 
able  satisfaction  of  the  guilt  of  the  prisooti^ 
before  you  find  liim  guilty.  Ton  ore  to  r»» 
ceive  that  impression  upon  your  minds  wLtA 
shall  dispose  you  with  $atc  conscMoces  (if 
that  should  be  your  judgment)  to  convict.  Ink 
fore  you  shall  convict ;  and  I  cannot  disssmM^ 
to  you,  that  myself,  as  well  as  every  ot'.rr  rrr* 
son,  must  have,  as  my  learned  leiuicx  otx.r><d 
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l»  jDll  io  the  opening  of  thia  case,  ft  raJ  plea- 
Wreif  We  should  depart  this  Court  convinced 
diatthe  prisoner  is  innocent  At  the  same 
time,  GeDtlenieii,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  ataoding 

in  the  situation  of  counsel  for  the  prosecution, 
to  sa^,  that  at  this  moment  I  !eel  uo  such 
conviction  :  if  I  am  wrong  in  this  opinion,  I 
ahall  neceasuily  be  eonected  by  the  leanied 

Gentlemen,  I  am  not  in  this  case  to  sup< 
pose  thai  men  are  to  be  perfect — that  they 
arc  to  be  free  from  all  indiscretions;  that 
even  men  of  considerable  talents,  and  consi- 
^iftble  abilities,  shoidd  never  have  an  indis- 
creet moment.  I  am  not  to  forget — and  my 
friends  have  told  me  not  to  foffrei — the  na- 
ture of  man,  but  to  remember  him  wiih  all 
hit  imperfections.  Still  I  must  observe,  that 
if  there  never  wz'i  indiscretion,  guilt  would 
rarely  come  to  light — that,  generally  speakine 
il  ia  aome  indisaetioii  that  betrays  guilt,  and 
brings  it  tu  public  punishment. 

My  learned  friends  liavr  now,  -it  this  period 
of  the  trial,  saved  mc  a  great  deal  ut  trouble ; 
Ibr  they  have  not  attempted— and  herein  they 
have  acted  with  great  prudence— they  have 
not  attempted  to  mspute  the  guilt  of  Mr.  ilur* 
ford  stone.  The  evidence  which  has  been 
laid  before  you  upon  that  subject  was  so  co- 

Scnt,  that  I  conceive  it  was  impossible  for 
lem  to  dispute  it.  They  have  not  disputed 
fheolyeciof  Mr.  Jackson  in  coning  to  this 
country,  and  afterwards  in  goiig  to  Ire- 
land*— 

Lord  Kenyan. — If  the  prisoner  has  any 
thine  to  say  to  the  Court,  the  season  would 
be  nelbre  you  make  your  reply.— I  do  not 
know  whether  be  means  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Stone. — My  counsel  have  conveved  my 
sentiments.— lam  fiiily  satisfied  with  their 

CXLTUOUS. 

Mr.  Solicitor  GensreJL— They  have  not  dis- 
puted that  the  object  of  Mr.  Jackson,  in  com- 
ing  to  this  country,  and  afterwards  io  going 
to  Ireland,  was  to  procure  intelligence  for  the 

use  of  the  government  of  France.  That  that 
was  his  object,  the  evidence  has  most  abun- 
dantly proved  ;  and  I  shall  not  state  it  to  you 
aeain.  The  evidence,  as  1  conceive,  has  also 
abundantly  proved  a  great  deal  more;  and  the 
true  question  which  you  will  have  to  try  is, 
whether  Mr.  Stone,  knowing  the  object  of 
Mr.  Jackson—in  the  whole,  or  only  in  ];art,  if 
in  that  part  it  amounted  to  the  degree  of  cri- 
mioalily  imputed  to  il  by  this  indictment — 
whether,  knowing  tliat  object,  he  either  as- 
sisted in  attaining  the  object;  assented  to  t!)e 
attauiiuent  of  it;  received  Mr.  Jackson  know- 
ing him  Ui  have  that  object;  or  so  ftr  coo* 
curred  in  it  (concealing  his  knowledge  of  it) 
as  to  malie  the  offence  not  merely  concealing, 
but  assentins  to,  the  treason  of  Mr.  Jackson. 
If  he  did  so  far  concur,  he  is  guilty  of  that  of. 
fence  which  constitutes  the  crime  of  hit^h 
treason.  Fur  although  ccrlamly  the  mere 
siinple  knowledge  from  a  single  communica- 
ofthptwawiBftblt  Intem  of  aaothwi  is 


nothing  more  than  what  the  law  calls  mis* 

prision  oftrea^on,  yet,  if  the  person  to  whom 
such  a  communication  is  made  goes  one  step 
&nher,  if  he  gives  any  degree  of  auent  to  that 
treasonable  intent,  the  crime  of  wlii  li  lir  is 
guilty  assumes  a  deeper  dye — it  is  the  crime 
of  high  treason ;  much  more  if  he  asMSts  itt 
the  execution,  in  the  attainment  of  the  olyec^ 
i/" in  any  degree  he  participates  in  it. 

Gentlemien,  the  object  of  Mr.  Jackson,  I 
observed,  cannot  be  doubted  s  Mr.  8lone*s  ac* 
quaintance  with  that  object,  to  a  certain  point, 
cannot  be  doubted ;  his  assistance  in  the  at- 
tainment of  that  object,  to  a  certain  point, 
cannot  be  doubted :  the  only  question  which 
it  seems  to  me  can  possibly  be  made,  is  this— 
Whether  he  tu$ented  so  jar ,  and  u<Uh  that  </«- 
greetfknomleJgemkich  was  sufficient  to  make 
him  partake  in  the  guilt  of  Mr.  .Jackson  ?  1  lie 
assent  necessary  to  constitute  the  crime,  I  ob- 
served to  you  atftn^f  under  the  correctk»o  of 
the  Court,  I  conceive  to  be — any  degree  of  «- 
sent  tn  that  n  /iich  u  as  a  criminal  object  in  Mr* 
Jachoii,  and  knvwn  to  Air,  Stone  to  be  the  0$' 
ject  of  Mr.  Jacham. 

Gentlemen,  the  nature  of  the  case  made 
for  the  defendant  has  certainly  admitted  a 
eonnderable  degree  of  indiscretion  in  Mr. 
Stone.  But  it  is  said,  it  was  mere  indiscrc- 
tion,  and  no  more;  that  his  objects  and  bis 
views  were  good;  that  he  was  acting  mis- 
takenly perhaps,  but  tliat  he  meant  to  serve 
his  country,  anti  did  not  mean  to  in'iure  it 
that  he  therefore  »»  no  degree  assented  io  <Ae 
treason  of  Jackson.  That  is  the  nature  of  the 
defence  which  has  been  made  for  him. 

Now,  gentlemen,  in  trying  these  aucstioiui 
—the  degree  of  knowledge  which  Mr.  Stone 
had  of  the  objects  of  Mr.  Jackson— the  de- 
gree of  assent  which  he  gave  to  the  attain- 
ment of  those  objects,  you  mu:st  judge  iu  tliis 
case,  as  in  all  cases,  from  two  sources:— from 
acts  which  arc  cU  arly  proved  to  have  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Stone,  either  acts  of  his 
own,  or  acts  clearly  shown  to  have  come  to 
his  knowledge;  or  from  ^h^{  presumption 
which,  in  criminal  cases  particularly,  and  ia 
a  vast  variety  of  civil  cases,  must  necessarily 
be  the  cround  of  the  verdict  of  every  iufy— ft 
reasonable  presumption  to  be  drawn  by  men 
of  your  character,  exercising,  not  acute  ioge- 
nuitv,  but  plain  good  common  sense,  from 
established  tacts. 

Wliat  was  it  that  Mr.  Stone  clearly  knew  ? 
•^He  knew  that  Mr.  Jackson  came  from 
France:  he  knew  that  the  object  of  Mr* 
Jackson,  or  one  of  his  obiects,  was,  to  gain 
intelligence:  aud  tor  a  moment  I  will  say 
for  torn  purpose,  without  discussing  for  what 
purpose^  he  knew  the  nature  of  thai  inteiJi- 
gence  which  Jackson  wished  to  gain — at  least 
with  regard  to  England :  he  knew  that  the 
intelligence  which  was  so  to  be  gained  by  Mr. 
Jackson  was  to  be  communicated  to  the 
French  government ; — I  assume  that  also  itA 
clear  for  the  moment ;  and  I  tiiink  (  shall  es- 
tablish ii  ill  ymijr  mods,  without  any  sort  ot 
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doubt,  from  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Sheridan, 
and  every  oni  of  the  genllemen  who  gave  evi- 
dence with  respect  to  Mr.  Stone's  commiuii- 
cations  with  them;  because  the  whole 

ground  of  the  conversalion  to  which  their 
cvirlcnrp  applies  was,  the  fact  tJnt  the  intel- 
ligence was  hj  be  communicated,  in  some  way 
'or  Other,  to  ihn  French  government— for  the 
purpose,  indeed,  of  having  the  effect  (as  Mr. 
Stone  represented)  of  preventing  an  invasion. 
But  that  must  necessarily  have  been,  becatise 
ihc  inlclligcnfc  was  to  be  rummunicatctl  lo 
th  ?  government  of  France ;  lor  if  it  was  not 
to  be  so  communicated,  it  could  have  had  no 
such  eflect.  Therefore  it  is  clear  that  INlr. 
Stone  know  the  nciliircof  the  intcHigrnce  that 
.was  desired  to  be  obtained  by  Mr.  Jack«on,  at 
least  with  respect  to  England ;  and  that  he 
l:r,c\\'  tlial  tlial  inteUigencc  w :t<;  to  be  gained 
for  the  purpose  of  communicating  it  to  France, 
and  to  the  government  of  France.  Gentle- 
men,  when  you  recollect  what  was  the  infor- 
mation that  was  "[ained,  and  wlicn  it  occurs 
to  v'our  minds  that  this  latormation  was, 
with  the  ki2 ow ledge  of  Mr.  Stone,  to  be  com- 
municated to  tlic  government  of  France,  what 
does  there  really  remain  to  prove  in  tins 
eause?  When  I  submit  this  to  you,  as  deci* 
bively  proviii;;  the  !;uilt  of  the  prisoner,  do  I 
want  tlie  exercise  of  ingenuity  ?  Do  I  require 
your  advcrtin*;  to  particular  passages  in  let- 
ters ?  Do  I  call  you  to  nircties  of  distinctions  ? 
Or,  do  I  ftatc  plain  simple  fads,  the  force 
and  eticct  of  which  must  at  once  occur  to 
every  one  of  you,  and  which  taken  aim  ply 
nn  I  nlonc,  dc  in  nstrate,  as  I  submit^  the 
guilt  of  Mr.  Stone  ? 

That  the  communication  ma  to  be  made 
to  the  government  of  France,  l  submit  to 
you,  is  pert'ertly  clear  from  the  evidence  i;ivcn 
by  Mr,  Siirndan,  lord  Lauderdale,  Mr.  1  ow- 
good,  and  Mr.  lingers;  that  U  hnd  hem  m 
i-ommui.ii(itcd,  so  far  as  resperird  England, 
atier  It  bad  been  £ivcn,  appears  )ikewi!>c  from 
the  letters  of  Uurfbrd  Stone,  of  the  30th  of 
March,  1794,  the  21st  of  April,  170 1,  and 
th  it  If  Uer  wliicli  is  mislakrnly  i-r  artfully 
tliiled  the  liUi  ut  April,  1792,  but  winch  must 
(from  the  contents)  have  been  wniicu  some 
time  towards  the  end  of  April,  or  tin-  l>c[;in- 
ning  of  May,  179*.  J'bis,  I  tlmik,  I  shall 
have  no  sort  of  difficulty  of  impressing  upon 
your  minds. 

First,  with  respect  to  the  evulcnre  of  Mr, 
Sheridan — and  here,  gentlemen,  I  would  re- 
quest your  attention  to  what  Mr.  Jacksun 
himself  '■t  tlr\  to  have  br»^n  his  (»!.ject,  in 
two  letter*  winch  he  wrote  of  the  Hlh  and 
laih  of  March,  1794— In  those  letiera  be 
says,  that  it  was  Ins  obiect  •*  lo  obiain  the 
opinion  Ot  (eadtng  men  in  </iif  rtm«/rjf— what 
tfit^  thou;:ht  were  the  dispositions  of  the 
people  ol  this  countr>,  in  case  an  invasion 
-should  take  place."  I  liave  not  the  letters 
immediately  before  me,  but  that,  according  lo 
my  recoUectioDyif  nearly  the  expre<'stun  made 
use  ot.  a«  opens  tbe  ktter  of  tbe  irHi  of 
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March,  1794,  with  soma  wch  e 
and  he  closes  the  Ictirr  of  the  ISth 
March,  with  a  similar  expresaioo. 
Now,  gentlemen,  It  was  eswntialty  on 

sary  for  Mr.  Stone,  in  order  to  gel  Mr.  Suck- 
son  the  assistance  which  he  wanted,  h  wms 
necessary  that  hb  convereation,  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  that  inlbrmation,  which 
Mr.  Jackson  de^trrd  to  po-'-»'v«-.  ^h^Jllld  ba 
open  and  unreserved.   It  was  ci^cutialJy  ne- 
cessary, too,  that  it  should  be  with  persoos  of 
some  rank  and  distinction  in  the  country;  for 
it  was  the  opinion  of  leading  men  in  the 
country  which  was  to  be  obtained.— His  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Sheridan,  it  stated  bj  BIr. 
Sheridan  to  have  arisen  in  consequence  of 
Mr.  Stone  baing  broujgbl  to  him  b^  another 
gentleman.— He  atateato  Mr.  ShemlaB,  that 
he  had  seen  lord  Lauderdale,  and  colcinel 
Maitland,  and  that  he  had  something  to  com> 
municate  which  would  be  of  great  poblac  bo. 
nefit.   He  then  staled,  that  he  had  fretraeat 
communications  with  his  brother  at  vnr\^i 
that  he  understood  an  invasion  of  this  couni/y 
wai  Hrimufy  rewhed  vpan  by  the  executive  go- 
rernrimf    in   Frmrr ;  and  then  he  stated!, 
speaking  of  the  iQlormalion  received  from  hta 
mother,  that  tins  resolution  was  adc^rted  m 
France,  on  an  opinion,  which  Mr.  Stone  cod- 
ceived  lo  be  ill-founded,  of  the  state  ot  tne 
public  mind,  and  general  discontent  m  this 
country.    Uetbeo  said,  that  the  service  which 
he  tiiought  he  could  effect  would  be  H  a  cir. 
cuitaus  channel  of'  information,  that  wai  Ukt^ 
to  reach  tk§  gvtemment  nt  JFVwaea;  tlial 
the  object  would  be,  fo  undrcrize  thr  girzemmtMi 
in  France,  and  to  communicate  to  tkem  the  real 
state  of  the  country,  to  convince  tAem  bow 
little  could  be  expected  of  any  thine  like  as> 
sistance  or  co-operation  from  any  descriptioB 
of  men  in  this  country  ;  aud,  he  added,  that 
he  conceived  and  hoped  that  the  < 

micht  he  thdr  nhnndau'vip  a  prcgeti^i 
taken  up  on  zjalse  injt^rmatifm. 

Gentlemen,'  if  Mr.  Jackson  had 
set  about  endeavouring  toohlain  the  opimiom 
i'f  It  tiding  men  upon  wen  a  subject,  how  wouM 
h  ive  acted  otherwise  than  Mr.  Stooe  did/ 
Mr.  Stone  contrives  to  have  himself  ifllra» 
duced  to  a  gentleman  of  considcr^ihlc  lalen^ 
of  considerable  cti«ractcr  in  the  parlianient 
tbecountry,  a  gendeman  who  md  been  m  wn 
otficial  situation  in  this  country  more  tVuia 
once,  who  had  been  at  difterenl  timesi,  under 
secretary  of  stale,  and  secreury  of  llie  Trea- 
sury,  lie  introduces  himself  to  this  i 


man,  and  then  hr^  states  what  I  Hare  mst 
beenreadineloyou — Gentlemen,  if  Mr.  JmJc- 
son  himself  had  been  anxious  to  tk^imtu  bv 
own  means  (having  ili^  mrans  of  dotn- 1! 
the  information  whkh  he  stales  in  hts  letters 
to  the  Frendi  government,  of  tbe  iTtb  oai 
IHth  uf  March  (lor,  I  think,  yva  mnn  taiu 
thc^c  letters  to  have  been  written  r1«?sffv  w^J^ 
a  view  to  be  eomniumcated  to  Lhe  Freoc&xo^ 
vernme ni)  if  thai  bad  been  his 
could  bs  have  fraeaed«llD«qr< 
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efiecUinllY  for  his  purpose,  as  the  way  in  , 
which  Bfr.  Stooe  proceeded?   And,  gentle-  \ 
mm,  when  it  is  *.ai(l,  that  this  was  done 
oaenly—lu  what  other  manner  could  it  be  1 
wot}  Itid  there  been  any  attempt  to  rhmt  | 
Mr.  Shtridatiy  to  make  this  inquiry  of  him 
privafelt/y  stispicion  must   ncct'ss^rily  have 
ariiicn,  aiui  there  would  have  bcca  an  end,  in  I 
tfie  histant,  of  the  whole.   It  would  have  i 
been  impossilleto  have  ohiaiiicd  anv  rommtj- 
nicatiun  from  Mr.  Sheridan. — But  what  was 
the  fact  with  respect  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  a  roan 
of  experience  in  bubinc^';  "  He  inslantly  saw 
that  there  was  something  which  he  could  not 
approve  in  the  proceeding;  and  when  Mr. 
Stone  bevan  readmg  the  p.ipcr  which  he  had 
obtained  from  the  incaution  of  another  gentle- 
man, Mr.  Sheridan  would  not  let  him  go 
through  with  reading  it,  and  told  him  that 
thi^  sort  of  ItM-inrss  he  did  not  hkc.  ' 

When  Mr.  Stone  talked  to  Mr.  Sheridan  of  the 
American  gentleman,  who  was  to  have  some 
means  of  communication,  he  spoke,  as  Mr. 
Sheridan,  I  think,  says,  very  vagtiely  and 
very  indefniiiely,  and  la  a  manner  which 
dearly  m^ide  an  impression  on  Mr*  Sheridan's 
Bkind.  Mr.  Sheridan  then  did  not  permit  him 
to  read  through  the  paper  he  had  brought,  but 
denred  he  would  read  no  more,  and  told  him 
that  it'  t!.i  re  was  any  thiii^  of  this  sort  to  be 
communicaled,  he  ought  immediatciy  to  in- 
fimn  the  secretary  of  state ;  and  added,  that 
which  roust  convinre  you  what  the  real  im- 
prcsvion  on  IMr.  Sheridan's  mind  was,  that  he 
ituist  have  felt  that  what  Mr.  Stone  was  do- 
ing, though  it  had  a  cover,  was  not  proper. 
Havinj;  st(ij>ped  Mr.  Stone  before  he  had  ^one 
through  the  paper,  he  told  him,  he  thought 
he  might' be  imposed  upon  by  the  person 
whom  he  had  represented  as  an  American 
gentleman. — And  Mr.  Stone  then  reasoning 
with  him  upon  the  subject,  and  saying,  that 
an  invasion  would  be  a  great  evil,  and  if  it 
could  be  prevented  it  would  be  doing  a  great 
pubbc  service. — Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  that 
whoever  tliat  American  gentleman  was,  he 
must  be  wale  ht  d  ;  and  that  if  he  (Mr.  Sheri- 
dan) had  been  in  the  situation  of  Mr.  Dundas, 
be  should  have  tliought  it  necessary  to  possess 
himself  of  the  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Stone's  brother  and  this  American  gentleman. 
Theretorc,  centlemen,  if  you  attend  to  the 
•vhience  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  it  h  impossible 
hut  you  must  see,  that  a  man  of  his  penclra- 
tioOf  and  ot  his  habits  in  business,  at  once 
•aw  tbroogh  Mr.  Stone's  application — that  he 
saw  it  was  covered  by  a  veil,  but  that  it  was 
in  itself  mischievous;  and,  therefore  he  cave 
turn  that  sort  of  monition  wiiich  I  have 
itated. 

y]y  lord  Lauderdale  speaks  very  much  in 
the  same  ian[;ua^e,  and  he  says,  that  there 
'Was  so  much  vaguenessinthe  manner  in  which 
Mr.  Stone  expressed  htmself»  in  respect  to  this 

Ameriran  gentleman,  thai  he  coiild  coHrr  t 
nutiiiog  Irum  what  he  said.   But  his  lordship 

Hji  thit  iD^of  IfiMndi  hii  bmlh6f|  ex- 
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pressed  himself  with  considerable  warmth 
upon  the  impropriety  of  such  •  communicft* 

titiTi  as  was  <  nniaincd  in  the  paper  shown  to 
liiem  by  Mr.  hiunc.  I  shati,  by-and-hy,  re- 
mark upon  one  passage  which  was  sirurk  out 
of  this  paper ;  but  yuu  will  observe,  when  you 
look  at  the  paper,  the  passages  which  remain 
in  it ;  and  yuti  will  also  observe  the  informa- 
tion comniuiiicatcd  by  Mr.  JacksOD^  letlem 
to  France,  and  how  far  that  communication 
tallies  with  that  paper  os  uriginuily  Jramed^ 
and  likewise  tallies  with  it  with  respect  to 
those  passages  which,  communicated  to  the 
veroraent  of  France,  could  not  by  pwibUity 
cdvaniagema  to  the  govemmeot  of  this 
country. 

Mr.  Towgood  likewise  says,  that  Mr  ?tone 
told  him  a  pers^m,  wl)u  li.al  come  to  hini  trom 
Paris,  had  brought  him  news  of  his  brother; 
and  tlial  that  perwn  had  been  making  inquiries 
about  parties  in  thi*  cuuntry,  and  kam  it  was 
tikefy  the  people  mmid  be  t^titd  towards  tks 
French,  in  caur  of  an  inTotion — that  Mr  Stone 
said  he  thought  it  would  be  doing  "ood  if  this 
should  be  coaununitated  to  his  orolber  at 
Paris,  by  the  American  gentleman  whom  ho 
hrtfl  mentioned.  Mr.  Towgood  sai(J,  if  rroMa 
deiuaie  suirject  to  converse  about;  in  which 
Mr.  Slone  acquiesced,  and  said  he  had  not, 
and  should  not,  do  any  thing  thnt  would  im- 
plicate him  in  any  difficulty.  You  see,  there- 
fore, Mr.  Stone  was  aware,  in  his  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Towgood,  that  this  was  an  er- 
trcrr.rlt/  dfUvutr  syhuct ;  for  he  Said  he  should 
take  care  to  proceed  in  buch  a  manner  as  not 
to  implicate  himself  in  any  difficulty.  The 

!  conversation  with  Mr.  Rogers  was  nearly  to 
the  same  effect.  The  conversation  with  Mr. 
Smith  you  wUI  likewise  recollect  was  to  the 
same  effect— and  you  will  recollect,  Mr. 
Smith  positively  said  he  was  sure  that  Mr. 
Stone  gave  him  to  understand  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  make  my  use  whatever  of  the  paper 
whicfi  l.c  communicated  to  Mr.  Smith,  if,  upon 
consulting  any  friends,  they  should  advise 
him  against  it;  meaning  the  paper  supposed 
to  have  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Vaughan. 

Gentlemen,  the  whole  of  this  evidrnre, 
therefore,  seems  to  show  most  clearly  that 
Mr.  Slone  was  proceeding  by  means  of  the 
ronvcrsntion^  xvhicti  he  held  with  these  gen- 

i  tiemcn,  to  obtiin  that  information  which  Mr. 
Jackson,  in  his  letters,  says,  it  was  his  object 

'  to  obtain;  namely,  "the  ofiin'wns  of  leading 
characters  upon  particular  subjects,  Jor  the  pur- 
pose  of  communicating  that  informutton  to 
France  "^An6  that  Mr.  Stone  knew  that 
tliat  intrlli^ence,  whirh  Jackson  was  to  ob- 
tain, was  to  be  communicated  to  France.  You 
will  likewise  recollect,  tliat  he  represented  to 
some  of  tlieso  gentlemen,  that  this  American 
might  be  a  person  by  means  of  whom  some 
trraly  might  be  opened  for  the  purpose  of  ne- 
gotiating a  peace.  Therefore,  unl^  this  re* 

Eresentation  was  ntt<»rly  false,  it  is  impossible 
ut  the  impression  upon  his  mind  must  tiave 
(  been,  M  Ifr.  JickMii  bid  eommmieujett' 
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■with  the  Rovcmment  of  France,  and  thai  the 
intelligeoce^whicb  he  should  obtain,  was  to 
}jnt  comiDUDicated  in  tome  way  or  othier  to  the 
Mveramenl  of  France.  For  no  negotiaUon 
lor  peace  could  be  opened,  unless  the  person 
through  whom  it  was  to  be  opened,  had  tlic 
Ibcaaa  of  eomtnunicating  with  that  govern- 
ment. Thns  much  appears  to  me  clearly 
and  indisputably  established,  from  the  evi- 
dence of  the  gentlemen  whom  I  have  named. 

Gentlemen,  I  shuiiUI  likewise  observe,  that 
the  rcprcscnialion  made  by  Mr.  Stone  lo  these 
geuliemcn,  was  uot  precisely  the  same  to  all, 

precisely  true.*Inthe  first  place,  you  will 
recollect,  that  he  nicntioiied  to  Mr.  Smith, 
that  the  correspoodeucc  with  his  brother  had 
item /vr  m  tonaderuUe  time  iiUermpled ;  but 
tl  uil  he  had  then  the  means  of  communication 
by  this  Anjerican  gentleman.  You  will  re- 
collect that  Mr.  Towgood's  evidence  tends 
tery  much  to  the  same  effect,  though  not  so 
explicitly  as  Mr.  Smith's.  Whereas  his  state- 
ment to  Mr.  bheridan,  was  of  a  coDStaot  cor- 
respondence with  his  brother  at  Paris,  which 
viMs  the  fact.  You  will  likewi-c  recollect,  that 
he  mentioned  this  person  merely  as  an  Ame- 
rican gentleman— he  did  not  state  when  or 
where  he  was  to  be  found,  or  what  was  his 
general  character — but  he  merely  rf|iresentc(! 
him  u>  those  persons  as  an  Amuncau  geailc- 


If  any  person  employed  bv  Mr.  Jackson,  lo 
obtain  for  him  the  intclligcace  which  he 
wanted  to  obtain,  was  desirous  of  acting  in  the 
most  artful  manner,  could  he  have  acted  with 
more  art  to  accomplish  that  purpose,  than  by 
acting  in  the  manner  in  wnich  Mr.  Stone 
acted  ?  It  was  impossible  to  obtain  the  sort 
of  information  which  he  wished  to  obi?.;  n  in 
any  other  way.  You  luive  beard,  that  besules 
the  communlf^tion  with  these  gendeineo,  Mr. 
Stone  openly  made  some  representations  of 
the  same  sort,  at  the  Coal  Exchange  and  other 
places.  Not  having  been  in  Court  at  the 
lime  when  that  evidence  was  given,  I  can- 
not rmdrrlake  to  state  it  correctly;  but  I  under- 
stand, as  far  as  the  evidence  goes,  that  in 
those  conversations  he  never  st^ed  any  thing 
tbout  the  American  gentleman. 

And,  ucnllemen,  if  he  was  to  cvan  any  ge- 
neral luiormalion  upon  the  subject,  it  must 
he  by  public  dlKussion  that  he  must  obtain  it 
— it  must  be  by  acting  openly.  If  he  had 
taken  every  body  into  a  roroer,  and  conversed 
with  them  secretly  and  quieilv  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  bj  accident  any  of  them  had  men- 
tioned, each  lo  ibc  other,  I  had  tliis  sort  of 
conversation  with  Mr.  biuoe,"  it  would  have 
laised  suspieioD.  The  only  wej  to  prevent 
sii'spicion  was  to  act  in  the  manner  in  which 
he  did  act.  The  whole  of  this  evidence  there- 
fore seens  to  me,  clearly  to  establish  in  proof, 
that  Mr.  Stone  knew  the  general  object  of  Mr. 
Jackson's  mission ;  that  he  to  a  certain  dtgru 
attenled  to  tkat  otject ;  that  U  knew  that  the 
hUeUigenee  he  was  to  procure^  mu  to  be  con- 


he  srt  himself  about  to  procure  that  intelligence 
in  the  way  in  which  the  most  artful  aigeni  of 
Mr.  Jaehon  emtid  meet  artfully  hene  set  mtemt 
it. — If  this  stood  alone,  it  seems  to  me,  that 
it  would  be  sufficient  to  demonstrate  the  guiU 
which  is  imputed  to  Mr.  Stone. —  But,  gea- 
tlemen,  when  you  view  the  whole  of  this  sub- 
ject, a  thousand  circumstances  arise,  which 
confirm  this  imputation  to  my  mind,  beryouda 
possibility  of  doiibt.  I  mention  them,  not 
oecause  I  think  it  necessary  to  mention  them, 
but  because  iu  a  case  like  liiis,  it  seems  to  me, 
that  e%cry  corroborating  circumstance  that 
occurs  to  me,  it  is  my  diuty  lo  offer  to  ytem 
consileration. 

Let  ui>  consider  by  whom  Mr.  Jackson  was 
recommended,  in  what  manner  he  was  re- 
commended, and  what  was  the  purpose  for 
which  in  tlie  letters  which  so  recommended 
him,  he  was  recommended  to  Mr.  Stone; — 
What  was  the  character  of  Mr.  Jackson;— 
How  he  came  into  this  country,  :itk!  huw  be 
conducted  himself  in  it  to  the  kuuwkdge  of 
Mr.  Stone.  You  will  see  that  all  these  dr- 
rum^t.tnccs  will  tend  to  imjiress  your  nilnds 
with  ilie  conviction,  either  of  tliatv^uih  which 
I  impute,  or  of  that  innocence  which  is  as- 
serted by  the  counsel  for  the  prtsooer. 

Gentlemen,  first  of  all,  he  was  recommend- 
ed by  Mr.  Ilurfordbtooe. — Mr.  UurfocdSlooa 
is  certainly  the  hnither  of  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar,  and  I  dare  say  you.geullenirn,  ^vho  may 
have  the  fortune  to  have  a  brother,  may  (eei 
those  teiitiments  of  tenderoess  aud  afiMtioi^ 
which  would  make  considerable  impressna 
on  your  minds,  if  you  had  a  brolJicr  in  t''.c  si- 
tuation  of  Mr.  iiuriord  Stoue.  Bui  it  is  the 
duty  of  men,  so  to  regulate  their  actions,  that 
they  shall  not  permit  Iheir  affccttous  to  Jo  ii>- 
jury  to  other  men,  or  to  do  injury  tu  thrts 
country;  and  every  man,  aItho«)gh  partiality 
to  a  brother  may  lead  him  to  overlook  shght 
thing*,  nm-'t  yet  be  struck  by  pruniincnt  ri»- 
cuinsiauLc:}  to  a  degree,  which  will  uul ^rmii 
him  to  forget  the  relation  and  situation^  m 
which  that  Hrnifirr  st.nnl-  — Geullcinm,  t*^ 
prisoner  mu:>L  have  kuuwu  that  Mr.  Uurturd 
!!itone,  though  horn  an  Englishman,  had  b»> 
come  iu  heart  a  Frenchman  ;  that  every  ihin^ 
which  he  had  was  in  France ;  that  he  hsad  es- 
tablished (as  he  staled  in  one  of  tiis  letters) 
three  considerable  manufiuitonea  there— he 
there  enjoyed  great  ron«>!der  <t»on  — and  the 
whole  tone  oflu^  idlers  is  evidenily  aiicu- 
laled  to  impress  his  brother  with  an  (^tim^ 
that  France  was  the  country  to  which  he  xtso 
ought  to  resort;  that  he  also  ought  tu  remoipa 
his  property  from  this  country  to  that;  sad 
that  immense  gain  would  prob.tbly  be  obtained 
there. — It  is  extremely  difficult — ^'^^  my; 
learned  friends  have  observed  upon  ii— :t  i4 
CBtremely  difficult  to  separate  interest  from 
alTeclion.  — We  have  been  truly  luld,  that 
where  our  treasure  is,  lliere  wUJ  our  hesrts  hm 
also.  What  man  is  there,  who  b  not  ceo- 
scious  that  misome  moment  of  his  Ufie,  be  ha$ 
fell  the  opante  of  iottpM^  f«#^  ^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


1405] 


[1409 


down,  in  a  manner  which  he  could  not  ap* 

How  was  it  possible  for  Mr.  WiUiain  Stone, 
to  fbreet  the  sitiiatioo  in  which  his  brother 
flood  f  Gould  he  fbrget  tiiftt  his  brother  WM 

in  effect  a  Frenchman,  and  would  not  every 
letter  which  his  brother  wrote,  remind  him  of 
H?  Let  us  suppose  that  Mr.  Hurford  Stone 
had  been  in  truth  a  natural-born  Frenchman; 
that  he  had  npvf«r  been  in  this  country,  and 
had  never  had  any  connexion  with  this  coun- 
trf~that  the  fact  had  been,  that  a  natural- 
bom  Frenchman  had  rccommpnded  Mr  Jack- 
son to  Mr.  Stone,  for  the  purpose  ol  obtaining 
intell^nce  Ibrtne  nse  of  the  Freoeb  govern- 
ment—whatever that  intelligence  miplit  be, 
how  could  it  be  imn^jinetl  that  thai  intelligence 
was  to  be  gained  tur  any  oUier  purpo!«e,  but  (hat 
of  serving  Uie  French  govemmentr  And  what 
nthe  necessary  result  from  the  mrrcrharacter 
of  ftD  agent  ?  If  Mr.  Jackson  was  a  tailhhil  and 
intelligent  agent  of  the  I'^nch  government, 
and  Mr.  Stone  gave  him  information  which 
would  he  advantageous  to  this  country,  and 
not  to  lite  Freocti  government,  he  would  not 
communicate  that  intelligence  to  the  fVench 
government,  or  would  only  communicate  so 
much  a*  would  be  of  use  to  the  French  go- 
irtmnient,  and  no  more— or  if  he  eommuni- 
c.iicd  the  whole,  he  would  do  it  with  such  far- 
ther information  ttiat  the  necessary  conse- 
quence would  be,  that  the  French  government, 
would  use  such  part  as  was  prejudicial  to  this 
country,  and  reject  such  part  as  might  be  be- 
neficial to  It.  Therefore,  when  a  man  pre- 
tends to  my,  that  in  oommunfcating  intelli- 
gence to  the  enemy,  he  mrans  to  act  beiicfi- 
cialiy  to  this  country,  he  asserts  that  which 
app<'ars  to  me  to  involve  in  itself  such  a  mul- 
titude of  contradictions,  that  I  know  not  in 
what  manner  to  grapple  with  an  argument 
raised  upon  it.>— Comintmicatiog  intelligence 
to  an  agent  of  France,  and  comnltunicating  it 
for  the  purpose  of  doin::  jrood  to  this  country  ! 
— The  onlv  way  in  which  it  could  l>e  doing 
good,  would  be  by  deceiving  the  agent  in 
some  way,  so  as  to  lead  him,  and  those  whom 
he  was  to  inform,  to  act  upon  a  false  intelli- 
gence :  Whereas  the  object  here  was,  to  gain 
true  tntelii^encef  and  to  communicate  that  in- 
tria^rnrt  for  the  purpose  of  having  w  c;L'ht 
with  the  councils  of  that  country;  and  the  ob- 
ject of  having  the  opinions  of  leading  men 
cntiM  only  be,  that  those  opinions  might  have 
weight  with  leading  men  ui  that  country — 
w^h  those  who  directed  the  couucilt  of  that 
country. 

Be!>ule5,gentlemen,  we  cannot  overlook  thai 
Mr.  Stone  iiimself  is  perpetually  called  upon 
by  bis  brother,  to  cast  hi^  viewii  to  France ; 
and  that  a!I  t!ic  my^^^tcrioti'^  letters  upon  the 
subject  of  Old  Ford,  have  unquestionably  this 
in  viewt  that  his  property  in  this  country 
should  be  disposed  oi^  lor  the  purpose  of  nre- 
venting  its  becomiiig  a  prry  to  a  supposctl  in- 
vasiuo  trom  i-  rancc.  and  for  the  purpose  of 

MMibling  him  to  make  liii  fbrtmie  n  a  better 


country,  telling  hhn  that  Mtfbtwo  engage- 
ments would  he  infinitely  more  profitaoie  to 
him,  than  those  in  which  he  was  then  en* 

gaged. 

Gentlemen,  another  circumstance  is  th% 

manner  m  which  Mr.  Jackson  was  introduced, 
—You  will  recollect,  that  this  was  by  a  series 
of  letters~-meotioning  at  first,  a  perton  that 
was  about  to  come  ;  then,  on  AmerkoM  gen* 
r/fiiMrnthat  was  to  come — and  this  person  was 
to  communicate  a  great  deal,  to  explain  a  great 
deal  that  teat  mysterious,  and  uhich  could  not 
othtTii  iae  he  explained  f  i  Mr.  Stone — What 
was  the  character  in  which  Mr.  Jackson  was 
represented  to  Mr.  Stone  in  the  letters  ^«-t(o 
is  called  "  the  American  friend**  of  Mr.  John 
llurford  Stone,  **  who  was  to  transact  various 
businesses  in  England." — My  friends  have 
said,  **  an  American  merchant;"  and  that  I 
take  to  be  the  chancier  in  which  they  meant 
he  should  be  represented.— If  he  was  known 
to  Mr.  Stone  before,  then  Mr.  Stone  most  have 
known  that  this  description  of  Mr.  Jackson 
was  false. — If  he  was  not  known  to  Mr. 
Stone  before  (which  iswhstyou  will  probably 
presume)  then,  what  must  have  been  Mr. 
Stone's  surprise  when  Mr.  Jackson  came  to 
EuKiand,  to  find  an  American  merchant  who 
had  no  commercial  connexions  with  this  coun> 
try rnn«?ider  that  circumstance  itone:— If 
Mr.  Stone  knew  that  Mr.  Jack^n  was  what 
he  really  was  before  be  came  to  England, 
then  he  knew  that  his  brother  was  misrepre- 
senting him  as  an  American  merchant?— If 
he  ready  believed  hint  to  be,  as  his  brother 
represented  him,  an  American  merchant,  what 
an  extraordinary  American  merchant  wa?i  this, 
who  appears  to  have  had  no  commercial  con- 
cerns wliatever  to  transact  in  this  country, 
unless  he  had  any  to  transact  willi  Mr. 
Stone  ;  and  you  nuisl  he  all  aware,  that  a  per- 
son to  wiium  Itie  character  of  an  American 
merchant  could  properly  be  given,  must  be  a 
man  who  must  have  some  sort  ot*  cr  nncxions 
with  this  country,  other  tliau  those  which 
could  be  made  merely  by  the  iolrodiiction  for 
the  first  time  to  Mr.  Stone. 

Grnilemcn,  it  has  I'ren  asserted  by  the 
learned  counsel  who  led  the  defence,  that  Mr. 
Stone  never  knew  Mr.  Jackaotf  in  any  other 
char-tcter  but  that  of  an  American  merchant. 
—If  he  never  knew  him  in  any  other  cha- 
tacter,  if  be  never  discovered  his  real 
character — that  he  was  a  clergyman — u  iiative 
of  Ireland — then  all  the  ditiiculty  which  I 
have  last  suggested  must  occur. — If  he  did 
discover  his  true  character  alter  he  came  tO 
England,  nu\  knowing  it  bcfurc,  tlicn  he  must 
know  that  this  geiitieman  liad  been  misre- 
presented to  him.— With  respect  to  any  bw^- 
ncss  conducted  by  this  gentleman,  even  with 
Mr.  Stone  himself,  have  we  any  trace  of  any 
thinn  but  political  matters,  except  what  is  im- 
puted to  the  conversation  with  Mr.  Cokayne  T 
For  it  is  ^aid  by  the  leading  counsel  for  the 
prisoner,  that  Mr.  Cokaype's  evidence  luis 
prodmev  aonttbiog  wldoi  is  tftifflMfy  faa^ 
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portant  to  show  the  situation  of  Mr.  Jackson 
in  this  country,  and  his  business  with  Mr. 
Stone;  and  thai  Mr.  Jackson  appHed  to  Mr. 
Cokaync  to  assist  him  in  some  cotumercial 
views,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  French 
with  provisions  to  a  very  great  extent. 

First  of  ail,  in  that  co^ver^ation  between 
Mr.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Cokayne,  Mr.  Jackson 
held  out  great  advantasjos  to  Mr.  Cokayne: 
the  relieving  him  from  the  situation  in  which 
he  stood,  in  a  troublesome  profession,  and 
putting  him  in  a  very  affluent  situation.  The 
conversation  might  be  held,  therefore,  for  no 
other  purpose  whatever  than  titat  of  inducing 
him  toconcur  in  the  views  of  Mr.  Jackson.  It 
is  clear  Mr.  Jackson  wished  to  carry  Mr.  Co- 
kayne over  with  him  to  Ireland.  If  this  con- 
versation had  any  real  bottom,  and  if,  as  my 
other  learned  friend  who  is  counsel  for  the 
prisoner  supposed,  the  same  sort  of  applica- 
tion had  been  made  to  Mr.  Stone,  and  lie  re- 
fused it,  and  upon  the  same  grounds,  I  pre- 
sume, as  Mr.  Cokayne  did— that  is,  that  he 
conceived  the  thing  to  be  illegal  and  improper 
— could  Mr.  Stone  have  doubted  of  the  pur- 
oscs  of  Mr.  Jackson ;  and  would  not  Mr. 
tone  have  acted  imniediatcly  as  Mr.  Cokayne 
dd.'  Mr.  Cokayne,  the  moment  that  pro- 
position was  made  to  him,  finding  that  his  old 
friend  was  become  a  dangerous  character, 
went  and  gave  information  to  government. 

Gentlemen,  I  must  here  observe  upon  the 
situation  in  which  Mr.  Cokayne  has  stood ; 
and  the  extreme  importance  it  is  to  the  pub- 
lic service  that  men  who,  upon  such  an  occa- 
sion, do  come  forward,  should  not  be  treated 
as  men  undeserving  of  credit.  I  apprehend 
he  is  as  much  deserving  nf  credit  as  any  man 
whatever;  and  all  that  the  attorney-general 

meant  to  state  was  

Lord  Kentfon. — Nobody  has  stated  the  con- 
trary. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General. — II  would  be  ex- 
tremely detrimental  to  the  public  service  if 
any  such  imputation  could  be  thrown.  Gen- 
tlemen, you  will  recollect  the  letters  read  to 
you  of  the  17lh  and  27th  of  January,  1794, 
from  Mr.  Ilurford  Stone  to  his  brother;  these 
letters  state,  that  Mr.  Jackson  would  have  to 
transact  various  businesses  ;  and  you  will  re- 
collect the  business  as  treated  in  other  letters 
as  Mr.  Jackson^ t  buiineu.  It  is  extremely  im- 
portant to  recollect,  that  it  is  constantly  re- 

K resented  in  these  latter?,  that  Mr.  Jackson 
ad  various  butineu  to  transact,  and  business 
which  was  represented  as  his  busineu.  With 
respect  to  the  mystery  that  was  to  be  explain- 
ed as  to  Old  Ford  house,  that  made  a  very 
•mall  part  of  the  concern  ;  but  there  were  va- 
rious considerable  businesses  which  he  was  to 
ttansact  *.  and  money  was  to  be  advanced  to 
him  by  William  Stone,  on  the  credit  of  Hur- 
ford  Stone.  This  is  particularly  communi- 
cated in  that  letter  which  is  written  under  the 
name  of  Bcresford,  though  written  by  Ilur- 
ford Stone. 

Mr.  Jackson,  therefore,  came  into  this 


country  under  these  suspicious  circumstaacev 

,  It  is  not  shown  that  he  was  seen  any  whrre, 
except  by  Mr. Cokayne,  whilst  he  wa^  iu  tins 
country.  From  the  representation  of  Mr. 
Cokayne,  it  dues  not  appear  that  he  was  sccti 

I  any  where;  and  his  whole  conduct  w<i»  a 
mystery,  which  could  not  have  escaped  the 
notice  of  such  a  man  as  Mr.  William  Stone,  if 

'  Mr.  William  Stone  had  not  had  a  key  to  tlut 
mystery.    lie  holds  correspondence  with  Mr. 

I  William  Stone  himself  in  language  &u  per- 
fectly mysterious,  that  my  friends  have  dtf- 

I  fercd  in  their  explanation  of  it.  I  think  it  is 
easy  to  give  an  explanation  of  it,  when  vou 
combine  it,  in  all  its  parts,  with  every  thins 

I  that  has  passed — when  you  sec  the  key;  and 

1  I  think  you  will  see  presently  that  tiie  Lev 
was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  ilurford 
Stone,  Mr.  Jackson,  Nicholas  Madgett,  and 
perhaps  some  other  persons. 

Having  come  to  this  country  under  thoe 
circumstances,  and  Mr.  Stone,  having  pro- 
cured for  him  information  in  this  country  tn 
the  manner  which  I  have  before  observed 
upon,  afterwards  ass':sts  him  to  go  to  IrciaoU. 
What  had  Mr.  William  Stone  to  do  w»th  Mr. 
Jackson's  going  to  Ireland  ?  Has  it  been  su»- 
^csted  to  you  Tor  what  pur|K)se  Mr.  Wdluni 

I  btone  was  to  have  any  connexion  at  all  with 
Mr.  Jackson  after  Mr.  Jackson  left  thi^coon* 
try?  If  there  was  nothing  to  be  arranged  but 
the  disposition  of  the  house  at  Old  Ford,  or 

j  something  respecting  the  manufactoric*  in 
France,  what  had  he  to  do  witli  JackM;n  u< 
Ireland  ?    But  you  observe,  he  furnished  him 

'  with  money  after  he  had  declared  bis  iniea- 
tion  of  going  to  Ireland;  he  corrcspoDiled 
with  him  in  Ireland — and  this  was  dune  after 
he  had  been  completely  put  upon  his  gain  . 
by  the  conversations  with  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr. 
Towgood,  Mr,  Rogers,  lord  Laudtrdalc,  ma- 
jor Maitland,  Mr.  Smith,  and  all  the  olbe 
persons  who  have  given  evidence  upon  ihai 
suhiect.  He  must  have  communicated  to  Mr. 
Jackson  that  very  paper,  or  nearly  that  papet, 
which  he  received  from  Mr.  Vaughan,  tha 
he  had  assured  two  or  three  of  these  gentle- 
men, that  he  would  not  make  any  commu- 
nication of  the  intelligence  he  was  then  o^- 

I  taining,  if  his  friends  thought  it  improper. 

I  Yet,  several  of  his  friends  having  thought  A 

I  improper,  he  still  communicated  the  intelli- 
gence. 

After  Mr.  Jackson  went  to  Ireland,  a  lettff 
was  written  by  hiin  to  Mr.  Stone,  dated  ib« 
•  5th  of  April,  1794;  and  this  letter  seetro  to 
I  me,  with  the  answer,  and  the  letter  whick 
followed,  to  be  most  clear  and  decisive  prW 
nf  all  that  we  assert ;  and  to  show  clearly, 
that  Mr.  Stone  was  cr>gnizant,  not  only  of  tht 
nature  of  Mr.  Jackson's  purposes  in  Uusooo*- 
try,  but  also  of  his  purposes  in  Ireland. 

That  letter  from  Mr.  Jackson  to  .Mr.SiMi^ 
of  the  5th  of  April,  1794,  is  written  in  tlic  i»> 
titious  name  of  Thomas  Popkins^  li  b 
that  Mr.  Jackson  was  afraia  of  his  crediir>T\ 
and  therefore  he  took  the  name  of  Popkaoa. 
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fl  tru  not  Meeanry  that  he  should  asnime 

tlic  namr  of  Popkins,  when  writing  a  Ir  ^t(  r  to 
Mr.  Stone,  in  order  to  conceal  himself  from 
his  creditors.  Unless  he  was  apprehensive 
tint  bis  letters  would  bo  opened,  there  was 
no  ren<ion  whatever  to  subscribe  the  name  of 
Popkins  to  that  letter.  The  fear  of  his  cre- 
ditors might  be  a  reason  for  cot  having  a  let- 
ter directed  to  him  in  his  name  of  Jackson,  or 
ifor  not  usine  his  own  hand-writing  in  direct- 
hlg  a  letter;  mit  there  eonid  be  no  reason  for 
his  signing  the  name  of  Popkins,  but  to  pre- 
vent Jeteriion  it)  ra«p  the  letter  shoula  be 
opened  at  the  pusi-uilicc ;  and,  under  what- 
ever embarmsment  his  affairs  might  be  in 
this  country,  there  is  no  cvid^rtrp  iluil  they 
were  in  any  degree  of  embarrassment  in  Ire- 
land. Soppoaing,  however,  they  were  also  so 
emharra^scd  in  Ireland,  thh  lei f  er  u  fis  directed 

Mr.  Cokajfue — it  could  not  lead  to  a  disco- 
venr  by  the  hand^wriling  in  the  direction ; 
nd  thnefore  the  name  of  Popkins  was  not 
necessary  fur  the  purpose  of  ooncealment  from 
bis  creditors. 

In  this  letter  he  says — "  If  you  have  any 
letter?  from  the  family  Shields,  whi  hrc- 
wud  tlieir  a^ftirs  in  this  country,  you  cannot 
fi>o  soon  inclose  them  to  me,  as  the  assises  at 
Cork  are  about  to  commence.''  Gentlemen, 
those  expressions,  it  is  acknowIcdp:ed,  have  no 
relation  to  any  tamily  at  Shiciils ;  and  it  is 
impossibie  to  ^vethe  words  any  other  inter- 
pretation whatever,  but  that  which  seems  to 
iiave  been  in  a  degree  admitted  by  the  coun- 
■el  fbr  the  orisoner  to  be  the  jtist  interpret»> 
lion;  namely,  thai  by  tlic  family  at  Shields 
was  meant  the  government  of  France.  Then, 
if  the  family  at  Shields  be  taken  to  mean  the 
government  of  France  (and  I  am  sure  you 
cannot  put  any  other  construction  on  the 
words,  especially  when  you  read  the  answer 
to  this  letter),  the  passage  mns  thus : — **  If 
you  have  any  If  ttcr-^  from  the  government  of 
France,  whicii  regard  tiie  aflairs  of  that  go- 
vernment in  this  country,  you  cannot  too 
soon  inclose  them  to  me.''  Does  not  that 
perfectly  correspond  with  what  was  the  fnct 
with  respect  to  Mr.  Jacksun;  nauicly,  that  | 
Bir.  Jackson  did  expect  letters  from  his' agents 
under  the  French  government,  and  that  those 
letters  were  to  be  transmittc^l  to  bim  through 
the  channel  of  Mr.  Stone  f  Now,  what  affiurs 
could  tlif  government  of  France,  orconM  any 
person  figured  by  these  words—"  the  family 
«t  Shiel£*'— have  in  Ireland,  with  which,  to 
the  knowtodiss  of  Mr.  SCone^  Mr.  Jadcson  had 
jmy  concern,  except  the  very  piirpcse  which 
we  attribute  to  Mr.  Jackson;  namely,  that 
he  went  into  Ireland  for  the  purpose  of  ob* 
taining  intelligence  with  rcsrrrt  lo  the  state 
and  situation  of  that  country,  tor  the  use  of 
the  gjovernmcnl  of  France!^  and  the  procuring 
that  mtelligcnce,  which  he  did  in  fact  obtain  ' 
upon  those  subjects,  appears  to  have  been  the 
only  business  w  hateve/  which  Mr.  Jackson 
had  to  transact  in  Ireland. 
-  There  is  added  to  this  letter  a  postscript 
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"  I  must  request  you  not  to  make  use  of  any 

of  the  addresses  I  left  vmi,  the  price  and  na- 
ture of  the  articles  being  entirely  changed.'* 
M  V  friends  admitted  that  they  could  not  in- 
sult yuur  understandings  so  much  as  to  pre- 
tend to  say,  thai  the«e  word«i  related  tfi^y 
commercial  transactions  whatever. 

Mr.  Erdune^l  beg  your  pardon,  you  mi»> 
take. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General. — The  learned  Ser- 
jeant did  expressly— and  have  they  attempted 

to  ^ive  any  account  of  any  ronunercial  trans- 
actions?   It  was  very  important  that  some 
account  should  have  been  given  of  such  trans- 
actions, if  any  could  have  been  given ;  and 
it  cannot  be  said  there  has  not  been  sufficient 
time  for  the  purpose.  And  with  respect  to 
this  partiailar  letter,  it  is  perfectly  c\w  that 
the  gentleman  have  t>een  in  full  possession  of 
it,  and  indeed  of  a  very  great  part  of  the  evi- 
dence in  this  cause,  fw  a  considerable  time ; 
this  letter,  as  well  as  other  important  parts 
of  the  evidence,  having  been  given  upon  the 
trial  of  Mr.  Jackson,  and  tiavmg  been  long 
printed  and  circulated.   There  could,  there* 
fore,  have  been  no  difficulty  whatever  in  be- 
ing prepared  with  evidence  upon  this  oarticu- 
lar  subject,  if  any  such  evidence  could  have 
been  given. 

But,  gentlemen,  the  answer  which  is  given 
to  this  letter  by  Mr.  Stone,  shows  most  clearly 
tliat  this  enigmatical  language  was  perfectly 
understood  by  him.  And  here  I  must  ob- 
serve, Mr.  8tone  subscribes  his  answer — 

WUHam  Bnots.*'  Was  Mr.  Stone  afraid  of 
Mr.  JacksonN  creditors?  or  for  what  purpose 
did  he  sign  the  name  "  William  Enots?"*  For 
what  purpose  could  he  sign  the  name  Enots 
but  this  purpose  ;  that  if  tne  letter  should  be 
intercepted,  it  should  not  immediately  strike 
that  tiie  name  was  William  Stone,  It  is  but 
a  slight  covering,  because  the  letters  are  only 
reversed  ;  but  slill  it  is  not  as  written  his  true 
name;  and  no  reason  has  been  assigned,  and 
I  am  persuaded  none  can  be  assigned,  for 
making  use  of  tlial  subscription,  imlcss  lio 
did  it  lor  the  purpose,  to  a  certain  degree  at 
least,  of  concealing  the  correspondence.  The 
answer  which  Mr.  Stone  thus  ^ve  to  this 
enigmatical  letter  of  Mr.  Tackson,  decisively 
shows  his  full  knowledge  of  the  purpose  of 
Mr.  Jackson:^**  Dear  sir,  I  yesterday  re- 
ceived your's  of  the  5th  instant;  I  am  Iiappy 
you  find  yourself. so  agreeablv  situated  wlierc 
you  are.  I  have  reedvea  no  letter  for 
you." — W^hat  was  the  question  that  was  put 
to  him? — "  If  ynu  have  any  letters  from  the 
family  at  Shields,  which  regard  their  afl'airs 
in  ^is  country,  you  cannot  too  soon  inclose 
them  to  me.*'*— My  friends  said  there  ^vas  no 
answer  to  that  part  of  the  letter.  You  ob- 
serve thete  is  an  answer,  a  decisive  one.  The 
answer  is,  "  I  have  received  no  letter,  there- 
fore I  cannot  inclose  you  any.'*  For  what  pur- 
pose was  Mr.  Stone  to  receive  letters  for  Mr.' 
Jackson,  except  the  purpose  of  the  persons  in 
France,  front  whom  he  was  to  leceive  in  a 
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ctrcuitous  way,  and  communicate  to  Mr. 
Jvkson  thai  which  h«  wanted  to  know  ?  It 
afterwards  appears,  if  you  reeoUect.that  there 
was  a  kltcr  se!nl  hy  Mr.  Stone  inclohrd  in  a 
cover  to  Mr.  Jacksoi^  and  that  thai  letter  did 
come  io  tha  manner  In  which  Mr.  Jackson 
expected  letters  to  come  to  him.  Mr.  Stone's 
letter  proceeds  :  "  I  have  received  no  letter  for 
you  i  out  the  day  after  you  left  me,  I  received 
one  to  say  your  first  letters  were  received.  I 
have  received  another  since,  in  which  mine 
was  acknowledged  which  I  wrote  the  post 
after  Gillet  was  with  us,  hut  no  mention  was 
made  of  any  other."  Then  come  the  words, 
which  1  think  you  must  be  convinced  aUude 
to  correspondence  that  Mr.  Stone  had  witij 
John  liurford  Stone,  *'  I  have  not  made  use 
of  what  you  left  with  rac  :"  What  he  left  with 
him  is  mentioned  io  the  letter  of  the  5th 
of  April,  <*  I  must  request  you  not  to  make 
use  of  any  of  the  addresses  I  left  you," 
he  answers, "  I  have  not  made  use  of  any  of 
them."  The  reason  given  in  Jackson's  letter 
whiy  be  should  not  use  the  addresses,  is  "  the 
price  and  nature  of  the  articles  being  entirely 
changed,"  tlic  answer  is  I  have  not  made  use 
of  wl|at  you  left  witli  me.  What  a  wonderful 
change  there  is  in  t!ie  family."  Following 
immediately  the  passage,  noticing  the  ad- 
dresses whidi  were  left  with  him,  and  adopt- 
ing inuncdiatelv  the  language  of  Jackson's 
letter  of  the  5tn  of  April.  "  What  a  won- 
derftd  chance  there  is  in  the  familv.  Will  it 
tend  to  goorl  P  —I  confess  I  think  heller  of  it 
now  than  before.  I  want  what  you  possess,  a 
knowledge  of  the  several  branches  of  it,  to 
form  a  proper  judgment  of  thdr  conduct  in 
the  last  fracas."  That  you  see  is  conceived 
exactly  in  the  sao^e  sort  of  mysterious  Ian- 

fuagc  in  which  the  letter  written  to  him  by 
acKson  was  expressed,  and  it  corresponds  pcr- 
Icctly  with  that  letter.  When  two  persons 
write  to  each  other  in  cypher,  it  must  oe  sup- 
posed that  they  each  have  a  key,  or  liow  are 
Ihey  to  understand  one  another.  If  this  let- 
ter, instead  of  being  written  in  this  enigmaU- 
cal  language,  had  been  written  la  a  cypher, 
you  would  liave  no  doubt  but  the  person  to 
whom  it  was  addressed  had  the  key  of  that 
cypher — so  if  a  letter  had  been  written  in 
cypher  by  Mr.  Jackson  to  Mr.  Stone,  you 
would  have  had  no  doubt  but  Mr.  Stone  had 
the  key  uf  that  cypher ;  for  no  man  would 
be  so  amurd  as  to  write  to  another  a  letter 
which  lie  could  not  understand  ;  and  this  sort 
of  enigmatical  language  which  is  tantamount 
to  a  cypher,  must  have  been  previously  agreed 
Upon  between  them,  and  they  both  must  nave 
had  somethin;;  which  gave  then)  the  clue, 
something  of  Uic  nature  oi  a  key  to  a  cypher. 
Then  bo  idds»  «  polllical  aliaiia  seem  taking 
a  stranirr  turn,  ir  we  take  into  our  view  the 
great  whole— -I  cease  to  wonder  at, any  thing," 
and  then  he  jjoes  on,  talking  openly  with  re- 
spect to  politics,  upon  subjects  on  which  tlierc 
was  nothing  whatever  to  raise  ohserv.-itinn,  if 
Ihu  letter  ofropkins  had  been  ialucepied,  hud 
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been  copied  at  the  post  office,  and  then  s«it  oo 
to  Mr.  Stone.  Mr.  Stone  knew  be  was  perfectly 
safe  in  writing  this  last  paragraph,  because  A 
had  no  allusion  to  what  was  mentioiUMl  m 
the  letter  of  Popkin;  aad  if  the  CAigynackal 
language  in  Popkins*8  letter  was  not  under- 
stood at  the  post  office,  his  laiigua|ge  woald 
also  nut  he  understood.    He  therefore  writes 
in  cnignialical  iauguage  that  part  of  his  letics 
which  is  iu  answer  to  the  letter  of  Jackaoi^ 
and  the  rest  in  common  plain  language.  Can 
any  t^g  prove  more  decisiveljf  than  this  cia> 
cumstanre,  that  Mr.  Stone  waspcrfecily  awa|a 
that  Mr.  Jackson  was  upon  some  busmen  ia 
that  country,  respecting  which  the  laugu^ 
that  was  to  be  used  in  tne  correspondence  1«> 
tween  them  waa  not  to  be  open — was  net  la 
be  the  common  language  used  between  maa 
and  man,  but  to  be  couched  under  sooke  di^ 
gree  uf  concealment?  You  oheerva  be  e^ 
presses  here  his  opinion  of  the  change.  You 
will  recollect  the  cliange  which  loc£  pliwrc  nk 
France  in  the  month  of  April  1794.  ana  heea> 
presses  his  opinion  that  it  woiila  ba  bcVar 
than  it  was  before  that  event. 

Mr.  Jackson  might  very  well  hesitate; 
cattle  as  he  was  acting      the  peraeas.wbe 
were  conducting  the  government  of  France  at 
the  time  he  quitted  tbai  couatr^,  he  m«g^ 
very  properly  say,  ■"hfn  Ibm  rat  t  tlitngr  il 
the  governors,  "  I  must  request  you  not  ta 
make  use  of  any  of  the  addroiscs  I  IcTl  yoU| 
the  price  and  nature  of  the  ai  Ucks  beiii£ 
tirely  changed,**  meaning — there  baa  oap- 
pened  a  change  of  things  m  France^  thercfaft 
do  not  scud  any  letters  by  the  aadrc^sc*  i 
have  left  uritb  you  at  present.  Hut  waa  c»> 
tremcly  natural  for  him  to  do;  and  iaaa&««r, 
it  was  also  natural  for  Mr.  Stone  to 
that  sort  of  observation  which  I  have  at*ted 
to  ;foii.  Then  BYr.  Stone  adds  a  pnilmiK 
"  since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  s 
letter  in  whicli  is — **  I  have  received  our 
friend's  letters,  and  you  most  fdl  htm  tkat 
having  given  tliem  to  the  f>roper  pe^ik,  be 
must  in  future  address  his  iiiend  Nicholas  a&4 
noimcP'— and  in  the  conclmion  he  partkuba  W 
requests  he  may  not  be  written  to.   I  torn 
particularly  happy  thatUic  several  letler>hi'r< 
been  received,  and  1  trust  tiiat  even  tu  ti;c  p*> 
culiar  drcmnttanccs  of  the  fimii^  they  n 
produce  proper  effects."   Is  not  this  pcifecily 
mteUigible  the  moment  you  conceive /mm 
to  flMaotbegf»««niMitof  Flraacel  Ilnsl 
that  even  in  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
tiu  Jamiltf — that  is  in  the  peculiar  circum* 
stances  which  have  happened  ta 
that  these  letters  will  produce  proper  effects 
adverting  in  this  leilcr  to  a  ieiur  whidi 
been  received  bv  William  Stone  *-  ii^jfttf^toTi 
his  brother,  ana  tiaoacribiag  a  ftrnffi^kM 
that  letter  shows  the  clear  connexion  in  ail 
these  transactions  with  John  Huiforci  ^^y^ui^. 
in  whose  letter  of  the  SOth  of  Mar«:h 
you  will  find  that  veqrjMnpa^     I  bv* 
also  received  onr  American  fncnd*a  Uttal 
and  you  wu*l  taU^i^J^^««^,^«t^ 
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HMHI'ldflie  proper  people  he  nttstin  futifre 

address  his  friend  Nldtoks  and  not  me.** 
And  does  not  this  most  decisircly  and  im- 
questionably  show,  tlmt  the  letters  which 
wefe  transmitted  by  Mr.  Jacksoo  Were,  to  the 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Stone,  to  be  communicated 
in  some  or  other  to  persons  in  the  go- 
^nwwpt  or  Trance,  tod  fnat  the  intdligencc 
to  be  procured  hy  Mr.  Jackson  in  Irelana,  was 
to  be  communicated  in  the  same  way  ?  This 
mj  learned  friends  may  call  nice  reasoning ; 
hot  it  seems  to  me  to  be  Inetitritle  conclusion 
from  the  circumstances  which  arc  before  you. 
My  learned  friends  endeavoured  to  explain 
liletelatlert.  They  took  a  greet  tel  of  pains 
upon  the  subject,  and  you  must  obsen  r  that 
ell  the  pains  they  took  were  utterly  inefficient 
Ibr  the  purpose. 

There  was  a  third  letter  which  my  learned 
IHends  say  is  of  no  sort  of  consequence,  thai 
is  the  letter  of  the  22nd  of  April,  which  cn- 
tteees  the  letter  signed  N.  M.  That  letter  is 
in  very  few  words.  You  will  recollect  that 
the  letter  of  the  5th  of  April  had  desired  that 
if  enr  letten  from  tlie  fiunily  at  Shields 
should  come,  they  should  be  immediately  for- 
warded to  Mr.  Jackson  at  Dublin.  In  the 
letter  of  the  llth  of  April,  Mr.  Stone  says  he 
has  received  no  letters ;  but  in  the  letter  of 
the  99nd  of  April,  he  merely  says  this — "  I 
receired  the  enclosed  to-day.  I  have  not 
heard  since  I  wrote  last  to  jca.  I  am  yours  | 
truly,  W.  Knots."  And  this  is  dn-cctcd,  as 
well  as  the  others,  to  Thomas  Popkins.  Why 
eddteteedto  Tboimn  FopUns }  it  cmiM  not 
be  to  conceal  Mr.  Jackson  from  any  of  his 
creditors,  because  it  was  enclosed  under  a 
cover  to  John  Cokayne,  esq.  at  Hyde's  Coftec- 
house,  Dune-street,  as  Mr.  Jackson  hhnself 
had  desired  in  his  letter  of  the  3th  of  April, 
1794.  The  outside  cover  would  not  show 
Hwt  tMH  letlerivie  Ibr  Mt-.  JiMrkson.  There- 
fore  there  was  another  reason  for  putting  the 
name  of  Popkins  here.  The  object  must  have 
been  to  conceal  the  name  of  Mr.  Jackson,  in 
etae  the  letter  should  be  opened  at  the  post 
office.  It  is  not  pretended  that  Mr.  Jackson 
went  by  the  name  of  Poj^ins,  either  in  Ire- 
hmd,  or  in  thSa  counliy,  or  that  the  name  of 
Popkins  was  used  for  any  thine  but  this  par- 
tirwer  conespondence.  Mr.  Jackson  in  his 
leMer  of  tfie  5th  of  April  says—**  If  you  have 
any  letters  from  the  ftttily  at  flfaieMi  which 
regard  their  affairs  m  this  coimtry,  you  cannot 
too  soon  inclose  them  to  me."  In  Mr.  Stone's 
letter  of  the  2Snd  of  April,  he  encloses  a  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Jackson,  which  he  says  he  has  just 
received.  You  recollect  the  circumstance 
mentioned  bj  the  wHnen  who  piodnced  this 
fetter;  and  it  is  a  circumstance  simply  for 
your  consideration  ;  the  double  wafer  which 
the  witness  observed  on  first  inspecting  this 
letter  ligned  K.  M.  whether  this  letter  was 
or  was  not  opened  by  !Mr.  stone,  is  only  to  be 
inferred  from  that  circumstance.  The  letter 
is  directed  to  Mr.  Johnson,  at  Messrs.  Law- 
itnoe  and  Comjmnf,  Butlaad-plaee^  Tbimes- 
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street,  London.  It  Is  etpressed  in  the  satne 

sort  of  enigmatical  language  about  the 
family,  as  the  letters  of  the  5th  of  April, 
and  "the  llth  of  April,  between  Mr.  Stone 
and  Mr.  Jackson.  It  is  signed  N.  M.: 
and  from  another  letter,  which  you  will  recol- 
lect was  written  by  Mr.'  Cokapc,  by  the  di* 
reetionof  Mr.  Jackson,  though  in  the  name  or 
Popkins,  and  by  the  direction  of  Mr.  Jackson 
sent  to  the  French  government,  it  is  perfectly 
clear  that  the  writer  of  this  letter  was  a  per* 
son  of  the  name  of  Nicholas  Madgett,  aild 
was  the  person  described  by  the  name  of  Mr. 
Nicholas  in  the  letter  of  Uurford  Stone.  It  is 
certainly  true  that  on  the  trfail  of  Mr.  Jackson, 
the  name  of  Nicholas*  was  supposed  to  have 
been  used  to  denote  a  department  in  the  go- 
vernment of  France,  not  as  being  the  sccre* 
tary  of  the  war  department,  as  has  been  pre- 
tended, but  merely  as  denoting  a  part  oi  the 
government  of  Trance.  . 

This  letter,  from  its  contents,  you  can  nave 
no  doubt,  came  from  a  person  in  France;  and 
you  also  can  have  no  doubt  that  it  was  written 
for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  Mr.  Jackson 
to  get  that  sort  of  intelligence  which, he  we&t 
to  Ireland  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining. 

There  is  another  letter  from  Mr.  Jackson 
to  Mr.  Stone,  of  the  21st  of  April,  which  wal 
stopped  at  the  post-office,  and  which  certainly 
never  came  to  Air.  Stone's  hands.  It  is  said 
that  Mr.  Stone  can  m  no  degree  be  affected  by 
it,  as  it  never  came  to  his  hands.  He  can  in 
no  degree  be  affected  by  it  as  a  letter  cominff 
to  his  hands ;  and  yet  it  is  a  letter  which  I 
conceive  is  material  evidence  in  the  cause. 
For  the  contents  of  the  letter  show  the  man- 
ner in  which  Mr.  Jackson,  by  whom  it  was 
written,  understood  Mr.  Stone's  letter  of  the 
1 1  ih  of  April,  1794 ;  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  understood  it,  is  precisely  the  manner  in 
which  we  now  represent  that  it  ought  to  be 
understood.  He  says,  speaking  of  not  receiv- 
ing letters—"  I  do  not  see  any  thing  in  the 
late  change  of  fashions  whiclx  alters  my  opi- 
nion of  the  stability  of  the  new  institution^ 
particularly  as  the  principal  persons  who  su- 
perintend It  I  uever  have  been  able  to  detect 
in  the  slightest  deviation  froni  the  line  of  con- 
sistency. The  rest  have  all,  at  times,  been 
suspected  of  sinister  motives  and  tergiversa- 
tion.'' Is  not  that  a  direct  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion put  by  Mr.  Stono  in  his  letter,  with  re- 
spect to  the  temper  of  the  new  French  go- 
vernment? Mr.  Stone  seemed  to  think  it 
would  l>e  for  the  better.  Mr.  Jackson  coo* 
curs  with  him  in  llnil  opinion.  Mr.  Stone  re- 
fers to  Mr.  Jackbon  as  having  superior  know, 
ledge  upon  the  subject.  Mr.  Jackson  givei 
the  effect  of  that  knowledge.  The  letter  nro- 
Cceds — "  The  ttatc  of  manuf  actures  in  England 
which  your  friend  drcti  ou*,  and  which  y<m  99 
obiigingly  gave  me,  is  veiy  jttst,  as  far  as  it  lo- 

•  But  sec  the  opcniag Speech  of  the  attor- 
ney-geberal  of  Irehuid  ontbetdal  of  Jackioi^ 
p.8l9of1liiaVoliiiiiB. 
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lates  to  England ;  but  tbc  principles  of  the 
people  with  rccard  to  trade,  their  opinions  as 
to  a  change  to  be  brought  about  by  industry  ' 
and  co-operating  exertion,  are  so  totally  dif-  j 
fcrent,  as  to  throw  all  comparison  out  of  the 
question.    I  am  promised  6y  an  eminent  and 
Tery  sensible  manufacturer,  a  statement  of  the 
manufacturing  branches  here,  which  will  gra- 
tify  you.**    And  then  he  proceeds  in  the  same  ; 
enigmatical  language,  which  you  cannot  sup-  ; 
pose  that  Mr.  Jackson  would  have  addressed  | 
to  Mr.  Slone,  unless  Mr.  Stone  had  the  key 
which  was  to  lead  to  the  explanation  of  it.  It 
is  absurd  to  suppose  it.     You  must  suppose 
Wr.  Jackson  to  have  been  a  downright  fool  to 
lirive  written  this  letter  to  Mr.  Stone,  which 
Mr.  Stone,  according  to  the  representation 
now  made  to  you,  could  notunderbtand.  But 
•when  you  read  Mr.  Stone's  own  ktlcr  of  the 
nth  of  April,  179 1,  you  can  have  no  doubt  but 
1  hat  he  could  understand  this  letter.    In  look- 
ing through  the  different  Slate  Trials,  I  believe 
you  will  find  Uiat  this  sort  of  commercial  lan- 
guapo,  and  language  of  law  suits,  has  been  so 
tohsiantly  used,  that  it  is  astonishing  it  should 
stdl  continue  to  be  used  by  persons  who  mean 
to  conceal  their  correspondence ;  but  it  has 
been  used  only  by  persons  who  wish  to  veil 
their  correspondence.     Mr.  Jackson  in  this 
letter  adds,  "  I  shall  obey  the  instructions  of 
your  sister-in-law,  by  not  writing  to  her, 
M  hich  docs  not,  however,  preclude  mc  from 
requesting  that  when  you  write,  you  will  re- 
member rne  in  the  most  affectionate  manner 
to  her,  and  Mr.  Nicholas.     Let  them  know 
n  hcre  I  am,  and  that  1  am  doing  every  thing  in 
tny  pouer  to  serve  Mr.  Nichofas,  and  give  him 
Kitiifaction  in  bringing  his  affairs  to  the  issue 
he  rmhes.'* 

Nov/  here  is  a  letter  written  by  a  person, 
proved  to  have  been  engaged  in  a  conspiracy, 
upon  the  subject  of  that  conspiracy,  to  a  third 
person,  charged  to  have  been  a  parly  in  the 
same  conspiracy,  though  the  letter  never  came 
to  the  hands  of  tliat  third  person.  My  lord 
will  stale  to  you  the  effect  which  that  ought 
to  have.  It  is  a  long  letter,  proceeding  in  the 
same  sort  of  language  as  that  to  which  it  w  as 
an  answer ;  amtl  think  it  is  impossible  but 
that  you  must  be  convinced  that  this  letter 
was  written  by  a  person  who  knew  that  the 
person  to  whom  ne  addressed  it  had  a  key 
which  would  lead  him  perfectly  to  understand 
all  the  enigmatical  language  which  it  con- 
t  lins— and  it  seems  to  nic  impossible,  under 
the  circumstances,  that  any  person  should 
hold  correspondence  with  Mr.  Jackson,  in  Ire- 
land, in  that  sort  of  enigmatical  language,  ca- 
pable ot  the  explanation  which  1  have  given 
It — whi<  h  1  think  the  true  explanation,  but 
you  will  explain  it  in  the  way  in  which  you 
think  it  ought  to  be  explained — it  seems  to 
me  impossible  th.it  such  correspondence  should 
have  passed  between  Mr.  Jackson  and  Mr. 
SStone,  without  Mr.  Stone's  being  aware  of 
the  purposes  for  which  Mr.  Jackson  went  to 
Ireland.  In  tlie  nature  of  things  this  appears 
to  roe  to  be  iiu|K)ssibIe. 
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Gentlemen,  besides  all  this,  let  us  recoU 
lect  for  a  moment  tlie  evidence  which  w&s 
given  by  Mr.  Kiuz.     When  Mr.  btune  w»$ 
arrested,  he  was  told,  as  Mr.  King  states,  that 
if  he  would  deliver  up  the  curre!>pouiieQce 
with  Mr.  Jackson  under  the  namesot  i'opkias 
and  Knots,  the  residue  of  his  papers  would 
not  be  disturbed.    He  denied  that  he  had  aay 
such  correspondence.     The  information  that 
led  to  tliat  question  would  of  course  lead  the 
under  secretary  to  search  for  such  a  corrc*. 
pondence.     He  found  a  letter — certainly  not 
particularly  concealed,  nor  was  tliere  aoy  rea- 
son to  conceal  it  in  Mr.  Stone's  study  at  XhfA 
time.'  because,  amongst  his  own  family,  or 
persons  who  ordinarily  might  have  recourse 
to  his  papers  (  unless  he  is  to  be  supposed  to 
have  been  aware  that  he  would  probably  be 
taken  up)  it  was  not  likely  he  should  conceal 
that  letter  in  any  way  whatever. — There  it 
was  found. — Now  is  there  not  a  degree  of  con- 
sequence attached  to  this  correspondence  bv 
the  very  circumstance  of  that  denial,  whicli 
makes  it  impossible  for  you  to  hesitate  lu  your 
minds  what  inference  you  ought  to  draw  trom 
it  ?  And  you  will  recollect  likewise  the  ex- 
treme labour  of  niy  learned  friends  in  their 
very  able  defence  (and  I  am  sure  you  wUl  be 
certain  at  least  of  this,  that  if  Mr.  Stoue  l^ils 
upon  this  trial,  he  will  not  fail  for  want  of  abi- 
lities to  defend  hiiu)  that  all  their  exertions 
have  been  utterly  unable  to  give  you  any  rea- 
sonable and  consistent  explanation  of  this 
transaction,  under  the  names  of  Popkins  aod 
Enots :  the   correspondence  belweeu  Mr. 
Jackson  and  Mr.  Stone,  under  the^  aames  ; 
the  enigmatical  language  in  which  it  was  coo- 
ducted ;  and  the  denial  by  Mr.  Stone  of  the 
fact  of  any  such  correspondence. 

These  circumstances  are,  1  think,  ex tremeiv 
strong,  to  confirm  you  in  that  opinion,  wliicb 
it  seems  to  me  you  ought  to  draw  from  the 
mere  simple  sUilement  of  the  cose  I  at  &rst 
made  to  you.    But,  gentlemen,  what  is  the 
nature  of  the  intelligence  which  is  gives  eveo 
with  respect  to  England  ?     Is  it  any  other 
than  this  ?   "  Do  not  attack  our  main  posts; 
they  are  too  strong.    As  to  some  out  po^ts, 
they  are  weak  enougii." — Suppose  a  geoeiai 
of  an  army  were  to  intercept  a  letter  from 
one  of  his  oflicers  to  an  oiBccr  of  tlie  enemj 
to  that  effect ;  would  he  conceive  that  leaer 
to  be  of  the  nature  of  treason  to  that  army  or 
not  ?   "  Do  not  attack  our  main  force  ;  we  are 
too  strong,  too  united  in  the  main  body ,  but 
there  are  some  out  posti-  that  are  weak  enough.'* 
Gentlemen,  it  appears  to  me  that  merely  ob- 
taining any  infurmation  whatever,  with  re- 
spect to  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  tht» 
country,  in  order  to  communicate  to  tlw 
French  government,  could  have  no  object  kol 
to  be  useful  to  the  French  goverotitent  II 
strikes  me  that  no  man  ( ould  possibly  have 
communicated  that  sort  ut  intelligence  to  tbc 
government  of  France,  without  having  ma  t^ 
pression  upon  his  luiiul  that  it  was  to  be 
ful  to  lliat  ^ovcrmucnt,  by  directing  tbcir 
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rfttioatlotliat4|Harter  in  which,  tbejr  would 

be  most  stirrcsslul.  If  it  was  merely  to  pre- 
vent tlieir  llirowing  away  tbeir  ati^igth  upon 
a  quarter  too  fttroog  for  then),  that  alone  is 
conveying  useful  and  imporUint  intelligence 
to  an  enemy.  But  if,  in  addition  to  that  in* 
telligence,  certain  weak  parts  are  pointed 
out— and  if  it  is  farther  auggested  to  the 
Frcnrh  govrmnvtiit  what  sort  of  conduct  and 
laoguaj^e  they  ought  to  hold  in  tbeir  Conven- 
tioo  to  lotloce  the  people  of  this  oountry  to  be 
discontented  with  their  own  i^overnment — if 
this  is  particularly  recommended  to  their  at- 
toatlon,  the  iniellieence  so  commiuiioBtfld 
mtst  have  been  intenasd  to  be  mefulto  He  ene- 
my.— It  seems  to  mc  impossible  to  say  that 
particular  intelligence,  coniniunicated  to  an 
coemy,  unless  it  was  mlie,  wot  not  iDtandtd 
to  be  useful  to  the  enemy. 

You  roust  recollect  an  espreaaion  io  Mr. 
Harford  Stone's  letter  of  the  I9tk  of  March, 
17  9  i ;  in  which,  speaking  of  Mr.  Jackson,  it 
has  been  doubted  whether  the  expression  is 
•*  AMW("  or  "  correct  his  views."  I  think  the 
word  was  correct."  Gut  if  the  expression 
was  **  correcl  bis  views;"  if  tbn  views  of  JVIr. 
Jack.«M)u  were,  as  they  unciuubtedly  were, 
tfaose  of  oblaiDingiptelligence ;  if  the  prisoner 
was  to  correct  his  views  wiih  rcsptct  to  ob- 
taining intelligence  relative  to  this  country; 
correcting  tlieni,  and  making  them  right,  was 
making  uiem  most  useful  and  beneficial  to 
the  rrench  eovernmenl.  Gentlemen,  some 
obscrvaiiua  has  been  made  with  rc&pccl  to 
the  alterations  made  by  Mr.  Stone,  in  Mr. 
"\*aujj;h;in's  paper;  and  especially,  it  lius  been 
observed,  that  that  part  was  scratched  out 
which  slated  that  there  was  no  Ibfce  in  the 
<  uunlry,  except  the  militia,  and  some  cavalry 
upon  the  coast.  Gentle  men,  scratched  out 
as  it  was  in  Mr.  Vaughan's  paper,  produced 
in  evidence  to  you,  you  will  find  that  in  the  let* 
tcr  "fMr.  ,l;ickson  of  the  l?th  ot  March,  17'H, 
comumnicating  to  liis  corrc&poudent  abroad 
the  lubstanee  of  thh  paper,  tm  only  parts  of 
this  passage  omitted  are  "  the  cavalry,"  and 

the  troops  on  the  coast."  The  substance  of 
the  pa&sage  is  fully  stated  in  that  letter. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Jdteir.^That  letter  Mr. 
Stone  ncvf  r  saw. 

Mr.  iMiicUar  General. — ^The  letter  com- 
mtmicates  other  parts  of  Mr.  Stone^s  infor- 
mation contained  in  that  paper,  attributed  to 
Air.  Vau«;han  ;  and  you  are  to  form  a  jude- 
snent  for  yourselves,  gentlemen,  whether  W[. 
Jackson  did  or  did  not  see  tliat  paper  of  Mr. 
\  aughan,  ritlirr  in  ihe  stair  in  which  it  was 
v.  rillen  orij^uially,  or  in  the  slate  iu  which  it 
now  is ;  for  the  passage  is  now  perfectly  Ie< 
gible,  though  a  line  is  drawn  through  it. 
There  arc  parts  which  are  added  by  Mr.  Stone 
himself  in  bis  own  hand-wriUng  to  Mr. 
Vaiighan's  paper. — 1  beg  leave  to  request  that 
when  you  look  at  that  paper,  you  will  have 
the  goodness  to  observe  what  was  the  temper 
with  which  those  parts  which  were  added  by 
Mdr,  St9m  ware  so  added «  and  whether  the 


temper  of  mind  of  the  petaoii  who  wrote 
those  additional  parts,  was  or  waa  not  ftiendly 
to  the  eovemment  of  this  counHy. 

Gentlemen,  I  think  I  have  now  prcitv 
nearly  gone  through  the  observations  which 
I  intended  to  make  to  you,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing,  that  it  was  impossible  that  Mr. 
Stone  should  he  ignorant  of  the  nature  of 
Mr.  Jackson's  views;  and  that  Mr,  Stone 
acted  with  such  a  degree  of  misrepresenta- 
tion and  concealment,  with  respect  to  Mr. 
Jackson,  that  it  is  impos^^ibl-  Imt  he  must 
have  been  aware  that  the  purpose  of  Mr. 
Jackson,  and  the  occadon  of  his  being  here, 
were  not  innocent — that  they  were  such  as 
we  state  them  to  have  been.  You  will  farther 
recollect,  that  lie  pretended,  in  his  conversa* 
tions  with  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  exa« 
mine<l,  that  hi$  brother  had  represented  fn  the 
French  gaserimtttUf  that  the  idea  of  an  inva- 
sion was  absurd ;  that  the  temper  of  the  peo^ 
pie  of  this  country  was  very  different  from 
what  they  imagined  it  to  be ;  and  that  his 
object  in  deairtug  to  be  furnished  with 
opinions  upon  thewibject  was  to  convince  the 
Freiirh  government  of  the  truth  of  his  repre- 
scntaUotiii,  and  tliat  he  thought  that  if  they 
were  persuaded  he  had  truly  repreaenled  the 
temper  of  the  people,  he  ni>§|ht  prevent  ta 
invasion. 

Gentlemen,  yon  would  have  expected, 
therefore,  in  the  several  letters  of  John  Hur- 
ford  Stone  produced  to  you,  to  have  found 
numberless  representations  to  tiriat  efliect  A 
constant  course  of  correspondence  has  been 
procured  to  you,  beginning  a  considerable 
time  before  Mr.  Jackson  came  to  tbiscouotiy, 
and  continued  during  the  whole  time  of  his 
residence  here,  and  in  Ireland,  and  until  after 
bis  nrrest.— In  any  one  of  those  Ictlcrs,  ran 
you  itcoUect  auy  buch  expressions?  i  am 
sure  I  cannot-i-Oii  the  contrary,  is  not  the 
general  langiiaj;e  of  Hurford  Stone's  letters 
of  a  very  didcrcnt  import— that  if  an  inva- 
sion should  take  place,  the  success  would  he 
inevitable,  and  the  deslntrtion  of  Mr.  Stone's 
property  the  consequence,  and  therctore,  ad- 
vising him  to  take  all  his  property  out  of  the 
couDtiy  ?  There  la oertainly  a  degree  of  mys- 
terv  in  many  of  his  communications  upon  tli*» 
suiycct,  and  he  says,  tlie  mystery  would  be 
to  be  explained  by  Mr.  Jackson  ;  but  there 
it  nofhiiiL'  tu  l":id  you  to  conclude  tViat  there 
is  any  ground  fur  tliese  represcnlalions  oi  Mr. 
Stone,  that  his  brother  had  constantly  repre* 
scnted  to  the  French  government,  tliat  an 
invasion  was  absurd,  and  that  the  temper  of 
the  English  people  was  different  trom  that 
which  they  understood  it  to  be. 

Gentlemen,  there  reiTi.iins,  I  think,  only 
one  thing  more  which  i  wish  to  observe  upon^ 
and  that  is,  that  Mr.  Stone  nade  no  ooosmii- 
nicalion  to  government,  whatever,  upon  tbii 
subject.  It  is  said,  that  he  mentioned  it  to 
the  late  general  Murray,  a  person  connected 
with  government.  Did  he  mention  any  thine 
mm  to  geotnd  Mtirraj  than  ha^waiiBncd 
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to  Mr.  Mieridui,  asd  die  oHwr  Mndemen^ 

who  have  been  examined  ?  Dia  he  say, 
'*Uere  is  an  Americao,  come  over  for  the 
impute  of  obtainine  inteUigence  to  eonvey  to 
iho  government  of  France.  He  it  o  peraott 
who  goes  by  the  name  of  Jackson,  and  re- 
pniseBts  hWntelf  as  an  American  merchant, 
lie  lodiges  ot  such  a  pkee.  If  he  is  a  suspi- 
cious person,  take  him  up."  Was  not  that  the 
lort  of  comwH  miration  which  Mi.  Sheridan 
mi  the  oHmt  geatfamea  mmalL  ho  tbeoM 
give  to  ^Temmeot  I  They  told  him  clearly, 

"This  IS  a  suspicious  person."  "If  you 

think  that  he  is  a  man  with  whom  vou  may 
conununicate,  you  are  iMpeiied  ttpOP  (Mud Mr. 
Sheridan)  and,  therefore,  go  to  government 
and  inlbrm  them  that  tl^re  is  such  a  person 
tothocomry,  that  they  nqretkait  mMeh 
fats  motions."  That  was  the  d^vee  of  infor- 
mation, which  ought  at  least  to  have  been 
given.  Whereas  there  was  no  sort  of  infor- 
roataoB  of  that  kind  ^mm.  to  any  person. 
The  name  of  .Tackson  was  mentioned  once  or 
twice,  I  beikcv^to^Mr.  Smilj^bjst  Mr. 

and  aolhine  more ;  and  no  person  would  have 
theagflt  tolook  for  an  AaMrican  merchant 
ethemiet  thM ia  a  aicecaalile sttantien;  cer- 
tainly ael  aa  Irfgipg  al  the  Bofido-tafem, 
Bloomsbury. 

Besides,  geaAlemen,  Mr.  Stone  not  only 
did  aot  cemanadcafte  to  government,  inteUi- 

rce  important  for  its  information,  under 
oirauDstanoea  which  I  have  stated:  but 
Wdid  not  iiiUBiiHiliiilii  iBlinigMMe  in  his 
fMrer,  Mader  oHht  ciRaaNtances  which  I 
will  slate  to  yoo — he  did  not  even  fktrly  com- 
municate inieihgence  in  his  power,  when  he 
aflbeled  to  comaMnicate  to  Mr.  Pitt,  in  April, 
1793 ;  and  in  his  letter  of  that  date,  you  will 
aecoUect  hertatcd  to  Mr.  Fitt,  that  if  any 
ftadHruapoitaatartdKgeflee  flhoaMcoDM  to 
him,  he  would  oommanicate  it  to  Mr.  Pitt. 
Ho  such  communication  was  ever  made,  upon 
aay  subjea  whatever  after  that  time,  as  fur 
aawo  can  trace;  and  rertainly Hwy have  not, 
on  the  part  of  the  priMmer,  attempted  to 
trace  any  such  iotelha tnce.  It  is  said,  that 
Mr.  Pitt  treated  the  hitriHgeace  riotn  hi 
April,  1793,  slightly,  and  wrote  a  cold  letter 
MOon  the  sobjcct.  On  the  contrary,  Mr. 
Kttfs  letter  appears  to  aie  to  be  a  very  civil 
latter,  especially  if  yoa  look  at  the  extracts 
sent  to  lum  by  Mr.  Stone,  'and  see  what  they 
communicate,  and  observe  whether  they  com- 
munleate  amr  thing  ofhmportuiai  at  the 
time  at  whicn  it  was  communicated.  But, 
ipmleawn,  if  you  wiU  look  a  Uttle  fiirther— 
n  when  yon  look  alioaM  of  the  exhacts,  yon 
will  notKo  at  the  snae  time  the  letlen  from 
whidi  the  extracts  wcfe  made,  and  especially 
the  two  letters  to  which  your  aitention  was 
partieuhvly  eailed,  thoeo  of  the  fMk  of 
October,  and  the  87th  of  November,  1792, 
I  think  yoa  will  find  that  Mr.  9lone,  in  that 
•aaMi^BieBiln  to  jgoaMament.  did  M  act 
«iaaiftp«M^MidtrtaU»couaii7.  V 


he  meant  to  laiwuiiuliiili  anything  to  go- 
vernment, he  ought,  at  leai^t,  to  have  com- 
municated all  he  Knew  upon  the  subject ;  and 
if  he  meant  to  andiBe  aay  eflectual  comraoni- 
cation  to  government,  he  ought  to  have  db- 
closed  the  temper  of  tl>c  pennon  who  gave  thst 
communication.  Now,  it  is  admitted,  thai 
he  akcrodtlio  language  of  Mr.  John  HarM 
Stone*s  letters,  to  a  Uingtiage  less  offensive, 
constantly  changing  the  word  **  we,^  for  the 
wocds««i*r  JFVeocV*  and  to  on— Butheaidtt 
this  material  aHera^n,  be  oodlted  voy  tmh 
sidcrablc  and  important  passages. 

Tbc  Icner  of  the  S4lh  ol  October,  1791, 
says— The  lener  I  aeal  yea  of  the  retreat  of 
the  Pnissians,  was,  I  am  certain,  the  only 
inforaaatjon  of  the  evont  to  bo  met  with  m 
lioeitaa}  fbtlhe  aem  anioed  at  the  AaaraAly 
at  half  past  twelve  ;  I  heard  it  in  the  jtrcet 
ftotn  a  aeputy ;  a  minute  af^cr  I  ran  into  the 
box  which  I  have  there,  and  spoke  with  eoe 
of  ti^  sectelaries ;  and  at  one  the  post  west 
off  to  Calais,  and  my  letter  was  put,  with 
one  I  seat  to  lord  Lauderdale,  who  conveyed 
it  ta  Fbc.  at  Newmarket,  on  board  a  Mai 
that  was  then  going  to  England."  This  paO> 
sago  was  commimicated,  but  in  a  oMitilaied 
state.  Itwaa^needodlnrtheeoiPoidb— «Tea 
wiH  have  received  from  Verdun,  an  imro<-nse 
packet  of  information,  which  yon  will  lave 
distributed  according  to  the  aiMresscs.**  Ha 
did  not  commanieatethat  part  of  the  letter.^ 
Why  did  he  not  communicate  it  .>  If  he  wsj 
to  oomnnnicate  information  to  cpvennneot, 
it  waa  a  euang  thing  to  say,  that  this  te> 
meaee  packet  m  information  was  not  to  be 
communicated;  bat  if  this  passage  bad  been 
inserted  would  it  not  have  led  govern me^rtt  to 
ioffuire  where  this  immense  packet  of  inform 
raation  was?  In  the  same  letter  Mr.  Hurfonl 
Stone  takeo  notice  of  the  retreat  of  the  I'ns- 
sians,  aad  of  the  inanaer  hi  wMeh  VMh 
were  following  that  retreat :  and  he  add*,  ihit 
which  (if  you  rec<rflect  the  circumslanrr?  of 
the  country  at  the  time)  it  might  be  extrecK^ 
important  for  government  la  know,  bm 
which  Mr.  Stone  did  not  comraunicate.  He 
did  communicate  the  passage  which  stated 
the  relreai.  Of  whatusewaocomnranicsisg 
this  intelligence  of  the  retreat  of  the  Prosiaa 
army,  at  me  time  it  was  so  coninntBicated? 
The  iiANal  wao  a  Act,  which  haA  %m 
then  hMig  tmiversanjr  known.  Bat  there  ftA 
lowed  immediatdljf,  in  Mr.  Harford  Storr'i 
letter,  another  elmimstance  wfeich  is  of  s 
fwy  diflbiaai  natuN^  aad  wUdk  Mr.  8lMi 
does  not  think  proper  to  comnrmnicile. 
After  speakio^  of  the  defeat,  be  a^ya— -"l 
wfll  not  anM  iVaf  a  Act  hut  i  beHevoitmatf 
firmly,  that  only  conditwn  arceptet^  H 
Dumourier,  was,  that  the  royal  fitnitfT  •hoow 
not  be  put  to  death ;  whilst,  on  our  part,  it 
waa  insisted  that  Prussia  shotdd  immediate^, 
on  its  leaving  the  territory  of  France,  abatndea 
the  House  of  Austria,  and  even  form  an  a&* 
ahceadth  ta|0HiftlBft'liwl6ioy_ia  ttio  laN 
ptiioaeft  l^tlie  inM  CMBMIliliABI^^ 
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be  mllbe  preMDt  state  of  aftin  I  never  was  | 

more  deceived ;  aod  all  ibc  conversations  I 
bad  with  tbe  jeuvah,  with  the  commis- 
sioQeri  of  Um  Coafsmioo,  &c.  &c  lead  ma 

to  this  belief.'* 

CTrntleiiion,  tbfjt  wa«*  somptliin?^  which 
It  might  be  uu(H*rUul  tu  C4ijininuuica.le  to  £o- 
tw^iaaDt,  euppmiog  it  to  be  true ;  namelv, 
that  tb  It  sort  of  slipuUition  had  been  oiaae 
upao  thu»  ucoe&ioa,  whtch  w^itid  lead  to  the 
dafcction  of  llie  PwMiiaa  anna  from  the  ge- 
neral alliance.  Nut  a  single  word  of  that  part 
of  the  letter  is  couHDUokated.  There  is  an- 
other  pastage  to  the  tame  effect—"  Before  I 
close  this  part  of  mf  lettBT,  I  would  add,  in 
Confirtnatiou  of  my  opinion,  that  Prussia 
will  be  the  ally  oV  I-raace."  That  would 
liave  been  a  very  important  piece  CMf  tntelli- 
gciirr,  ^uppo'-ing  it  lo  be  true.  But  that  Mr. 
Slooe  does  not  counauoicaile.  What  he  does 
commttokala  cotiU  be  no  sort  af  k^Digence. 
Ue  therefore,  certainly  received  a  civil  letter 
only  from  M  r.  Put;  because  if  you  look  through 
the  extracts  y  ovi  sviii  &ce  that  it  w«»  Hnpos&ible 
for  Mr.  Pitt/at  the  tine  they  weni  MDt  to  hiai, 
to  collect  fruni  them  any  i  ntnlligpnm  '■hitllKr 
wbicb  couiU  be  ot  any  use. 

The  extract  which  ha  seBt  of  the  leMflr  af 
the  27th  of  November,  was  nothing  more 
than  this — "  I  believe  that  I  mentioned  to 
;|fOU  that  we  had  a  diaocr  oa  Sunday  se'nnight, 
1l»  catebtaie  the  Fnocb  victories,  aod  that  an 
address  was  to  be  presented  to  the  As^rmhlv 
•>->ttiat  is  to  be  done  this  tuorninfi,  1  was 
chosen  president,  and  orator,  but  I  mnpo  do* 
clintil  both."  This  extract  was  prohai  lv  given 
for  ti)e  uiurpose  ot  showiii|  that  Mr.  liurford 
Slone  decliiMd  bein^  presideot  and  orator  of 
the  meeting.  The  pai^ti^  is  taken  from  a  very 
long  letter.  Tn  tlic  passage  extracted,  aiUr 
the  words,  '*  I  li  i\  e  declined  both/'  the  letter 
«dds,  "for  tii(  K;i"sons  vou  bint  at,  and  for 
other-  also."  Mr.  Iluriord  Stone,  therefore, 
conceived  it  necessary  to  raake  an  apology  to 
bia  brathar  for  deeUnng  being  tfao  orator  at 
this  meeting ;  nut  as  tlie  extract  would  lead 
you  to  suppose  Uiut  it  was  his  wish  to  do  so  at 
all  events,  and  without  any  quahfication  what- 
ever. Then  there  i:i  a  long  passage  in  which 
he  states,  that  he  dined  witli  Kcr^aint;  and 

rics  of  Uie  fraternity  wliirch  was  ofieied  by 
Frcocb— You  wiU  pnMl j  raeoUaet  tite 
char.icleT  of  Kersaint,  and  the  part  which  he 
took  at  that  time — and  then  be  states  particu- 
larly what  passed  in  the  Assembly  upon  ihui 
subject,  and  what  wi^  the  result  of  the  con- 
fidentKiI  conversation  which  he  had  with  Ker- 
saint. II  any  thing  was  important  to  ooomm- 
Bicate  in  tins  letier,  it  roust  have  been  that 
confid<iilial  communication  with  Kersaint. 
But  not  one  word  of  that  is  contained  in  tiie 
extcact-^If  this  geotlecnan  meant  fairly  to 
communicate  to  government,  he  certainly 
would  have  communicated  tlic  parts  ot  this 
letter  which  he  has  not  communicated,  and 
ttot  that  only  wluch  be  4id  coaunmicate. 
•  Gtutknea,  theie  iie  the  ptiacifiel  H^a^ 


A.  D.  im.  [Hit 

wbieh  ba«e  atnick  mm  to  this  case.  Tfawe 

are,  certainly,  many  others  which  I  ought  to 
ohMTvc  upon. — VVith  respect  lo  thechwecitc 
of  this  gentleman,  with  mfrntt  te  tboM^idtti 

whom  he  acted,  with  respect  to  the  sttuatiea 

of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  «<nmU  credit  ^iv^n  him— . 
all  of  which  have  becu  observed  upon  by  iIm 
couaiel  fiv  the  piifoiier— it  seems  to  me  that 

they  cannot  hnvp  any  vpry  considerable  cffcrt 
upon  your  constderatton.  With  respect  to  the 
last— the  smell  craiit  to  point  of  meiwy  t 
think  it  w  as  nbout  540  louis-d'ors,  which  it  is 
stated  Mr.  Jackson  had  from  the  prisoner's 
brother,  Mr.  liurfofd  Stone.  It  is  said  tiiat 
spiea  comnmily  have  a  much  laipr  altoiiw 
ance.  The  result  of  that  remark  wotdd  be  to 
prove,  thrt  Mr.  Jackson  was  not  a  s^y^  Nmv 


all  the  evidewe  bee  proved  that 

sively.  Therefore,  that  remark  amouiits  to 
nothing  at  all ;  and,  i  think,  imon  the  whole, 
you  wul  find,  when  this  evwence  shall  be 
more  particularly  itated  to  you,  by  my  \oid^ 
and  you  shall  coom  to  examine  it  yoursclve?, 
coolly  and  deliberately,  tiiat  every  part  of  the 
evideiKe  comboMiia  the  general  unpeniiaa 
which  I  first  attempted  to  state  to  3't»u; 
aamelj.  that  it  is  pedecU  v  clear  that  Mr. 
Stone  kaew  that  Mr.  Jeckaon  came  fmm 
Fran^— knew  that  his  object  was,  to  gun  to* 
telligence-~kfiew  the  particular  natmr  of  the 
inteUigence  which  he  wi&hed  to  gain,  and  that 
that  intelligeooe  eme  to  be  oonumncMed  In 
the  French  government  -^md  being  so  com- 
municated to  ttie  EroBch  government,  it  must 
have  the  effiKt  <tf  it  wera  tnie  mtelligcooe) 
of  being  in  bomc  ik'grrc  usrftil  to  thi.  Trench 
government;  and  communicating  intelligence 
to  the  French  government  is  the  very  crime 
imputed  in  this  indictment. 

A  difference  i«;  tittcmpted  to  bf*  mndf»  be- 
tween the  transactions  in  England  and  those 
to  Maad.  It  is  said  that  the  purpoeeo  of 
Mr.  Jackson  in  Enc^land  miy  hnvc  been  per- 
fectly innocent,  whatever  bia  purposes  in  ir^ 
land  were.  The  difierenoe  to  the  tranractiooa 
is  only  this ;  the  representation  made  of  the 
state  of  England  is,  that  an  inva^^ion  of  this 
country  would  probably  not  be  successAil; 
the  representation  with  respect  4o  Intaod  ia^ 
that  an  invasion  might  pmhahly  be  snccess- 
ful.  It  has  also  b^ea  saul,  tliat  there  is  no 
diattoet  pi«of  that  the  lepieMntate  ef  the 
state  of  Ireland  was  ever  commuaicated  to 
Mr.  Stone— certainly  there  is  not.  But  the 
lakrcjicL  which  it  seems  to  mc  you  are  fairly 
to  draw  f  rom  the  whole  evidence  is,  that  the 
cbi'  1  r  of  Mr  Jackson  (with  the  laiowlcdge  of 
Mr.  intone}  was,  to  procure  inteUigence  in 
the  mnaner,  and  for  tne  purposes,  n^ieh  vse 
have  stated  to  you;  and  the  u!ifi1t  of  thr  ob- 
jection to  the  ce^nciusion  which  wc  draw  from 
the  evidence,  is  only  this ;  that  the  result  of 
the  intelligence  obtained  with  respect  to  one 
country,  is  diftrrmt  f  rom  the  result  of  the  in- 
telligence obtained  with  respect  to  the  otiier ; 
and  that  it  ia  not  clear  that  the  intelligence 
actually  g^ioed^  with  respect  to  lickad,  wae 

U 
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distinctly  communicated  to  Mr.  Stone,  al- 
lliougb  It  rl parly  appears  that  he  was  dis- 
tinc^^  lulurmeci,  thai  iuteiligence  was  sought 
find  torn  iotelligeDce  was  gained  in  Ire- 
land for  the  purpose  of  communirating  such 
iotelligeoce  to  France :  and  if  you  are  of  opi- 
maOf  ttmi  ioteUifence  was  sought  for  m  chber 
comUrv,  with  the  knowle(l^e  of  Mr.  Stone, 
for  the  purpose  of  communicating  such  intel- 
ligence to  France,  in  order  to  serve  the  enemy, 
the  guilt  of  the  prisoner  is  complete. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  sorry  I  liave  detained  yoti 
so  lon^.  I  intended  to  have  made  some  ob- 
aemtions  upon  the  manner  io  which  the  evi- 
dence applies  to  the  indictment,  stating  to 
you,  particularly,  the  ^overi-acU  laid  in  the 
uidictmeDt,  to  which  the  evidence  applies; 
but  this  you  will  necessarily  hear  from  his 
lordship ;  mu],  therefore^  I  will  not  trouble 
you  any  [arliicr. 

ScMMrNC  UP. 

■ 

Lord.  JCenyoii.->- Gentlemen  of  the  Jury: 
This  cause  has  engaged  your  attention  for  a 

Ion?  space  of  time  ;  and  indeed,  In  the  annals 
of  Wcstminster-hali,  there  have  been  very 
few  causes  that  have  occurred,  llial  Lave  oc- 
casioned such  an  adjournment  as  took  place 
last  nieht  ;  it  was  re'^crvcd  for  the  nerf^'.'^^ities 
of  mudero  times,  to  consume  so  much  tunc 
as  hasneeesiarilyheen  consumed,  to  lay  be- 
fore  juries,  properly,  cases  of  the  great  im- 
portancc  that  this  case  is ;  for  it  is  impossible 
to  impress  too  much  on  your  minds,  the  import 
tance  of  the  cause.  It  has,  on  each  side, 
been  impressed  iipf)n  yon — by  those  who  pro- 
secute lor  the  public,  and  by  tlie  counsel  for 
the  prisoner  at  the  bar.  On  the  one  side, 
every  thing  that  is  dear  to  the  prisoner  is  con- 
cerned; and,  on  the  other  side,  everything 
that  is  dear  to  the  community  is  concerned. 
Societies — considering  the  corrupt  nature  of 
man — societies  cannot  keep  to  jetrit  r,  without 
penal  laws,  aud  the  s^auctions  ut  puuis^hmcut ; 
they  have  existed  in  all  polished  countries ; 
they  have  been  found  necessary :  and  if  they 
have  been  found  necessary  to  be  enacted,  it 
is  nece^ry  that  they  should  be  «ieeuiisd, 
whenever  offences  e>  i-t. 

I  agree  with  the  learned  gentleman,  and 
every  man  of  humanity  must  agree,  that  the 
wbbes  of  every  humane  man  are,  that  guilt 
may  not  be  fixed  upon  any  man ;  h\tr  \  con- 
fess, I  am  one  of  those  who  have  not  the 
weakness—which  weakness,  a  jtidge  at  least, 
and  a  jury,  must  pet  rid  of,  lit  fore  they  fit 
themselves  lo  fiU  the  rcspccuvc  ^tattoos  whidi 
they  are  to  fill  in  the  admintetration  of  the 
justice  of  the  country — 1  s  iy,  therefore,  I  am 
not  ojie  ot  those,  wiio  wish,  under  false  com- 
pa&iiun,  inconsistent  with  the  administration 
of  criminal  justir  e,  tliar  a  person,  on  whom 
giiill  is  fairly  fixed,  should  cscapr  the  punish* 
meiil  which  the  law  annexes  to  hisguUt. 

Gentlemen,  I  hope  you  are  come  to  ooosi- 
<ier  this  case,  at  a  ttnu-  whii  h  i  dare  say  you 
arc,  wtaeuyuui  miodi  and  youi  bodily  strength 
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are  not  wearied  sufficiently  to  prevent  y 
from  proceeding  to  discuss  it,  and  to  form 
that  judgment  which  now  at  ihis  iubtanl  cer- 
tainly none  of  you  have  formed  upon  tiM cue. 
bmn^e  it  would  he  premature.  I  cmi'iih  fctrt 
lament  a  little,  that,  in  roy  own  cake,  I  cer- 
uinlydo  M  a  very  considerable  dcfjreeof 
fatigite;  but  the  duly  r-  '  '  t  upon  mc,  iol 
I  will  perform  it  as  well  as  1  am  able. 

The  oA»oe  imputed  to  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar,  is  the  highest  oStace  wMeh  eaa  be  ccm- 
mitted  in  society ;  namely,  an  intentic»n  of 
demolishing  the  government,  which  keeps 
civil'sodetjr  together,  and,  instead  CKTrideaail 
order,  convcrtuig  all  into  misrule,  anarch', 
confusion,  and  no  gjovernment  al  all,  bj  over- 
throwing and  aDodnlating  the  gpecrnniam 
which  does  at  praae&t  ^sqi  tldaoouMnily 
together. 

The  s>talutc  of  treason,  whicii  ifias  extfted 
u^on  the  statute-book  for  some  centtirie8,bttl 
(Iclinc  itod,  in  plain  tprni«,  and  in  tcniTi  at 
least  upuu  which  the  constructions  have  been 
uniform,  what  treasons  are^  and  those 
which  are  imputed  to  the  prisoner  .it  the  bar, 
are — compassing  the  death  of  the  kmc — 20 ! 
adhering  to  the  king's  enemies ;  and  it 
been  very  fairly  admitted,  by  both  the  Imru  :  J 
counsel  for  the  prisoner  al  the  bar,  ih,u  th?? 
evidence  wliich  has  been  given,  is  evidtrite 
advancing  at  least  to  a  degree,  to^arge  him 
with  the  offences  under  both  the  coun'*  in 
the  indictment.  It  certainly  was  properly  s> 
admitted,  beeause  such  baa  been  the  consinw- 
tion  in  all  times;  and  one  should  be  sorry  x-j 
sec,  upon  qi!r«t((iins  which  so  materially  alfrri 
every  body,  sluiung  opuiiuns  by  those  who 
arc  to  deliver  what  the  laws  are,  to  die  ad^ 
jects  who  are  to  be  governed  by  them. 

Gentlemen,  it  does  api>ear  to  me,  that  the 
justice  of  this  case  wMl  be  perfectly  selMM 
by  iiiv  calling  your  altenliun  to  the  scrond 
count  contained  in  the  indictment:  iv?-^.  -  , 
that  which  imputes  to  the  prisoner,  iluit  ae 
adhered  to  the  k'uig's  enemies;  and  tbatiiw 
the  aid,  a«sistan^>,  direction,  and  in«tnirt^cn 
of  the  enemies  of  itie  king,  as  to  their  con- 
duct and  proseotition  of  the  war,  he  sent  ^3bem 
certain  rommnnir  ation^^. 

Il  ha^  been  decided  Ity  the  iitgiiest  autho- 
rity, and  no  person  doubted  the  law  when  it 
was  laid  down,  and  no  person  has  doubti^  ibe 
law  since— I  choose  to  give  it  in  the  vrord^  of 
my  lord  Manshcld,  at  a  time  when  the  c^ort 
was  filled  by  judges,  as  able,  andeewtBhn  to 
protect  the  civil  liVcrtirs  of  the  .«tibirvl'  3^ 
ever  adorned  a  court  of  justice;  and  wtfh 
their  eoncurrsnce  he  tfana  laid  down  Ibe  law 
to  ntlenien  who  stood  in  the  placie  hi  iMtodb 
1  now  have  the  honour  of  addre!"*m^;  vom  — 

Letters  of  advice,  and  correspuodcince  »3ai 
inteUigoice  to  the  enemy,  to  enable  thent  is 
aiiTfo',  us,  or  to  defend  themselves;  wn?rra 
aud  i»<.'ut  m  order  to  be  delivered,  1 1 1  tmmtj 
oonelhute  the  ofiaw  of  liinai  ef adhalii 
to  the  king*a  <nanice«*« 
—    J 
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le  was  very  properly  stated  by  tlie  learned 
counsel  for  tlie  prisoner,  that  it  is  the  happi' 
Bess  of  this  cause,  that  neither  upon  the  law 
flftlM  case,  nor  upon  the  evidence  which  has 
been  adduced  on  the  behalf  of  the  pro'^cai- 
tion,  has  there  beeu  any  dispute  whatever. 
The  law  is  agreed  to  as  laid  down.  All  the 
«videne«  thathas  been  laid  before  voUf  conies 
unquestionably  as  evidence  which  you  may 
listen  to  in  puint  of  law.  it  has  been  attended 
lacl  checked  by  two  f^ntlemen,  mmfc  enu<  < 
Bent  in  their  profc^'^inn,  and  has  passed  mus- 
Uf  with  them.  It  became  me,  if  any  doubts 
nroee  in  mj  mind,  to  state  them.  I  expressed 
my  doubts  when  I  had  any ;  and,  undoubted- 
ly, if  they  had  incautiously  let  evidence  pass, 
which  I  thought  ought  nut  to  have  passed, 
I  should  have  expressed  my  doubts  to  the 
learned  judges,  wnose  assistance  I  have  the 
larainess  to  have  uppn  this  occasion,  if  any 
doubts  Iwd  occurred  to  me. 

I  have  stated  what  arc  the  chaises  in  the  in- 
dictment, and  what  the  law  is.  This  ra«e 
iias  been  discussed  by  the  counsel  on  Loih 
sides;  the  evidence  has  been  given,  and  it 
v-ait-;  for  tnc  to  dothat  Avbich  it  ismy  bounden 
duu-  to  do — to  assist  you,  as  welt  as  1  am  able, 
hefort  you  deliberate  upon  the  cause.  It 
would  have  been  my  duly,  if  I  had  seen  that 
the  counsel  for  the  crown  bore  hard  upon  the 
prisoner,  to  have  rescued  him  from  improper 
suggestions.  It  would  have  been  my  duty 
also,  if  I  should  have  discovered  that  infinite 
eloquence— that  ardent  expressions  and  inh- 
nite  leal,  had  pri^ably  had  aeoasidenUe  ef- 
fect upon  the  minrhof  the  jury,  to  ^\vc  the 
jury  an  opportunity  to  pause  before  they  went 
on  to  a  conclusion;  and  to  consider  what 
coaduiiMi  ought  to  he  drawn  from  the  evi- 
dence ^ven  in  the  c»nse ;  for  the  evidence 
given  u  the  cause  is  the  only  source  of  inftr- 
mation  to  which  you  can  rent;,  all  the  rest  is 
to  assist  you  in  that,  and,  if  it  tends  to  cou- 
Ibund  vou,  and  to  1^  you  astray  from  that, 
H  is  all  ill-done ;  it  u  of  use  as  lar  as  it  leads 

Sou  to  understand  and  apply  the  evidence ;  it 
I  aU  of  a  bad  teodeocy  it  it  has  mj  other  ef- 

Gentlemen,  I  told  you  at  the  beginning, 
that  the  trouble  which  I  should  put  you, 
would  be  very  little  indeed;  every  oody  be- 
ifore  he  emleaveura  to  oomaunieale  know- 
ledge  to  another,  roust  some  how  or  other 
have  made  up  his  own  mind,  not  what  are 
the  conclusions  to  be  drawn  lu  the  ca^c,  but 
ms  to  the  important  points  in  the  case,  and, 
thoush  it  may  be  proper  in  the  outset  to  bring 
intelligence  irom  every  quarter,  m  a  cause, 
yet  genmilj  long  befbie  the  cause  gets  to 
Its  conclusion,  llic  great  leading  and  promi- 
nent parts  of  itic  case  are  sufhciently  obvious 
to  every  body ;  and  wlioever  bends  his  attea- 
tioo  solely  to  the  small  points  of  the  cause, 
does  not  perhaps  yield  much  assistaoce  to 
those  who  ans  to  judge  upon  it;  but  iq;M>n 
the  inataad  snallpeinli  ofthe  caiiie*  let 
»etiot 

you  lULv. 


yoti ;  you  arc  to  see  what  are  the  pe&t  and 

small  points  of  the  causr.  It  is  my  dufy  to 
lay  betore  you  for  your  assistance,  what  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  the  ^real  points  of  the  cause. 

A  prcat  number  ol"  I'  -  'ti  i  \vhjch 
read  at  the  beginnuig  ot  the  cause:  seem  to 
me  to  have  received  a  very  proper  constnic- 
ticn  from  the  learned  gentlemen  of  runnscl 
with  the  prisoner  ni  the  bur-  tlicy  certainly 
were  many  ot  Ihcm  kllers  really  respecting  a 
trade  existing,  and  establishments  m  trade, 
mcatil  to  be  carried  on  iu  l'r.ince.— I  verily 
behcve  it. — I  believe  with  them  al^o,  fur  it 
was  eiipressly  so  said  by  the  learned  counsel^ 
who  tirst  addressed  you  for  the,  prisoner— 
and  wi  r  n  r  inal.o  an  observation  presently, 
it  wili  appear — for  it  the  concession  liad  been 
made  inailvertently,  but  surely  it  was  not. 
it  ought  not  to  be  abided  by  ;  but  it  appeared 
to  me.it  was  properly  stated  by  him,  that  all 
that  is  said  or  the  people  at  North  Shields— of 
the  assizes  at  Cork,  certainly  did  nui  resocct 
any  tuinmcrcial  nccoli  'tis  i  b  between  tnose 
pai  lies,  but  rcltrrcd  lu  :5uniLthing  which  one 
of  the  letters  says  is  mysterious;-  for  the  Ian- 
gu;i^e  of  one  of  the  letters  (Xo.  ^\  ^-dcr  ii 
had  been  talk mg  about  a  person  w  liu  would 
come,  81^,  the  person  alluded  to  will  explun 
all  inysleries;  ihcrcfiure,  that  ibcrc  was  some- 
thing mysterious  in  these  letters — that  they 
were,  as  has  lieen  so  often  repeated,  some- 
thing eaigm&tial,  beyond  all  coutiovet^  ap- 
peara  fnm  the  letters  themselves. 

Oeotlemeo,  the  letters  j^resent  to  us  three 
persons,  who  also  appear  m  every  step  that 
we  tike  in  the  business;  the  jirisoncr  at  the 
bar;  his  brother,  who,  from  tlie  style  of  all 
the  letters,  and  from  every  thing  dmt  has 
apfwaied  in  the  cause,  appears  to  be  .a  penon 
who  considered  himself  as  having  cxrlianged 
his  country,  and  having  become  iutcrcsted 
m,  mid  a  well*wishar  to  France,  in  short,  be- 
come a  Frenchman  ;  for  whenrvcr  he  speaks 
in  these  couhdential  letters  to  his  brother, 
which  were  to  be  directed  to  the  house  <bttl 
not  to  be  opened  by  the  house)  of  the  French, 
he  calls  them  tu,  and  of  the  people  of  Eng* 
laadj^oK,  therefore  be  considered  himself,  it 
is  pretty  clear,  though  this  is  im>  very  im- 
portant  observation  in  the  cause,  yet  certainly 
he  ail  along  considered  himself  as  a  person 
who  was  domiciled  in  France,  and  wisned  to 
be  understood  by  his  domiciliation  tlicrc  to 
have  become  a  member  of  the  e  <!nmuniiy  in 
France.  The  third  per»uu  waa  u  .Mr.  .1  ackaon, 
now  no  asore,  who  also  is  admitted  in  the 
cause  to  be  nn  agent  for  the  Fron  !!  .  !.ow  far 
his  agency  went  you  wiU  consider  la  the  se* 
quel  oftbecauseb 

Gentlemen,  I  shall  now  lay  before  you  tliL» 
two  cmphatical  and  important  papers  in  the 
cause ;  and  I  am  authorizetl  to  lay  them  be- 
fore jtou,  because  they  are  proved  expresslj^ 
by  evidence  which  is  uncontrovertcd,  to  have 
been  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Stone,  and  to 
havebfliB  ialhe  posseasiooof  Mr.Jackseia 
also,  fofintibiCMMy  «iMi«flheaithiti  - 
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letters  are  found ;  how  communicated,  the 
evidence  which  follows  in  the  cause  will  pre- 
sent to  you  proof— whether  decisive  proof  or 
not  it  is  for  you  and  not  for  me  to  decide. 

The  first  of  these  is  a  letter,  which  is  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  to  have  been  written  by 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr. 
William  Smith,  to  Mr.  Stone,  the  prisoner  at 
the  bar.  Gentlemen,  I  wish  you  would  at- 
tend to  this,  though,  indeed,  I  need  not  be- 
speak your  attention — your  atlcntioD  has  been 
marked  throughout. 

[Here  his  lordship  read  the  letter.] 

[Vide  page  1239.] 

This  is  the  letter  which  was  written  by  Mr. 
Smith ;  the  other  paper,  which  I  also  desire 
to  call  your  attention  to,  and  which,  as  I 
have  before  stated,  Wiis  found  in  the  hands 
both  of  Mr.  Stone  and  of  Mr.  Jackson,  is  that 
which  is  said  to  have  come  from  Mr.  Vaughan 
to  Mr.  Slone,  and  got  somehow  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Jackson ;  that  paper  is  this : 

[Here  his  lordship  read  the  paper.] 

[Vide  imgc  1236.] 

Gentlemen,  you  have  heard  these  papers, 
and  in  the  sequel  of  the  cause  you  are  bound 
upon  your  oaths  to  consider  whether  they 
contain  information  which,  if  given  to  the 
French  government,  must  he  of  use  to  them 
in  the  future  progress  of  their  concerns.  As 
this  indictment  is  framed,  and  as  the  whole 
cause  is  laid  before  you,  it  appears  to  me  that 
your  attention  was  rather  led — and  led — in  a 
considerable  part  of  the  cause  to  a  point  which 
is  not  important  in  the  cause  ;  for  it  was  sup- 
posed that  the  criminality  of  the  papers  rested 
m  their  tempting  the  French  to  invade  the 
country— Nothing  like  it:  if  that  was  the 
only  crime  which  might  have  been  committed, 
perhaps  it  would  be  straining  thi»  paper  too 
much  to  infer,  when  they  sLite  to  the  French 
in  such  formidable  terms  what  the  difficulties 
would  be,  that  this  letter  at  all  tended  to 
tempt  the  French  to  invade  the  country ;  but 
if  any  thing  of  thai  kind  was  said,  it  is  ne- 
cessary for  mc  to  state  to  you  that  that  is  no- 
thing like  the  point  in  the  cause. 

I  sa^,  in  the  language  of  lord  Mansfield, 
that  il  the  communication  made  is  a  commu- 
nication which  may  tend  to  bo  of  any  assist- 
ance to  the  subjects  of  another  country  to 
annoy  this  country,  or  to  defend  themselves. 
Of  to  shape  in  any  manner  the  nature  of  their 
attacks  upon  this  country,  that  that,  Wyond 
all  controversy,  is  high  trrason.  I  state  this 
so  positively  because  I  know  the  learning 
and  candour  of  the  gentlemen,  that  nobody 
will  suppose  that  I  overstate  it — Beyond  all 
doubt  it  is  so  ;  therefore,  if  upon  your  serious 
consideration  of  the«e  letter?,  you  should  find 
that  those  letters  communicated  any  informa- 
tion to  the  French,  bemg  in  a  state  of  hosti- 
lity with  this  country,  and  therefore  every 
thing  mhkh  helped  to  assist  them  drew  back 
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from  the  interest  of  this  country ;  if  ycu 
should  hnd  that,  I  do  not  mean  to  state  that 
the  offence  is  complete,  till  I  have  stated  to 
you  something  else,  and  then  it  is  for  you  to 
deliberate  whether  it  is  complete;  but  it  a 
for  you  to  look  at  these  papers  under  the  viev 
and  representation  I  have  made  of  the« 
papers,  because  ilis  what  I  am  upon  my  oath 
bound  to  state  to  you  ;  if  I  misstate  it,  I  sh&li 
be  corrected  by  the  learned  judges ;  and  I 
shall  not  be  sorry  to  be  iulernipted,  if  I  state 
any  thing  that  renders  inlerrupiioo  necessary, 
because  it  never  comes  too  late,  when  tlie 
blood  of  a  fellow  subject  is  at  stake :  but  I 
am  bound  to  do  it ;  it  is  not  a  pleasant  ta<k, 
but  thus  circumstanced,  unpleasant  as  the  task 
is  to  any  man  of  feeling,  I  must  meet  my  sttoa- 
lion  and  summon  up  my  fortitude  as  well  as  I 
can,  to  discharge  it  as  well  as  my  faculties  will 
permit  me. 

These  papers  being  read,  I  will  proceed  to 
state  at  length  the  evidence  which  was  given 
by  the  several  witnesses  who  were  call«l. — I 
shall  not  state  the  evidence  of  witnesses  who 
found  papers  here  and  there,  and  proved 
bands  writing,  and  those  kind  of  things. 

Mr.  King,  the  under  secretary  of  state,  was 
called,  ana  he  told  you  what  papers  he  fouod 
in  the  house  of  the  prisoner,  and  where  be 
found  the  several  papers ;  and  he  tells  yob 
what  the  behaviour  of  the  prisoner  was  when 
they  were  found — that  he  did  not  demonstrate 
any  marks  by  which  he  could  collect  that  he 
thought  himself  in  a  state  of  gtiilt :  he  tells 
you  farther,  that  he  asked  the  pnsoner  to  pro- 
duce the  letters  which  were  signed  Popkua 
and  Knots ;  and  told  him  that  if  he  woukJ  de- 
liver those  letters,  his  other  papers  should  be 
delivered  him  again  ;  in  answer  to  which  the 
prisoner  told  him,  that  be  had  no  letters  of 
that  signature  by  him. 

Gentlemen,  the  next  witness  who  was 
called  is  Mr.  Reuben  Smith,  whose  evidence 
I  believe  I  need  not  slate. 

The  next  witnesses  were  the  persons  frtm 
Dublin,  who  found  the  papers ;  but  tlie  i\eit 
witness  who  gave  any  evidence  impo^t^ot  to 
the  cause,  was  Mr.  Smith  a  member  of  par- 
liament. He  says  he  has  known  the 
six  or  seven  years — he  says  No.  19  (I 
of  the  two  papers  I  read),  is  of  his  haj 
ing,  and  that  he  sent  it  to  the  prisoner ;  thai 
he  had  conversation  with  the  prisoner  abnt 
a  person  of  the  name  of  Jackson,  wboBtlH 
prisoner  named  to  him,  and  talked  to  fais 
about ;  that  he  met  the  prisoner  severmi  tiMaw 
sometimes  at  Freemason's- hall,  and  tbsiM 
one  of  the  meetings  at  FrcemasonVfa^  ite 
prisoner  came  to  him,  and  said  •*  My  cofTtt* 
pondence  with  my  brother  has  beeo  lBiflr> 
rupted  tor  a  considerable  time,  but  a  ^W*"* 
has  lately  brought  me  a  letter  from  tan*  ti 
which  he  requests  I  would  send  him  m  m> 
swer,"  he  appeared  to  be  much  alanMiit 
that  time,  with  apprehensions  that  the 
intended  to  invade  this  country;  but  he ' 
if  any  rneams  could  be  used  of  cgunl 
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bere  the  impre&sioos  there  entertained,  re- 
•poctiDs  the  stale  of  sfttn  in  Eii;l«My  it 

nii^l'.t  nc  advantatrrcni';  The  prisoner  ex- 
pressed him&eh  under  sunilar  aUrtn,  he  asked 
mt  wfaftt  my  opirnoo  wis  upon  ttie  subject,  I 
told  him  in  effect  that  I  thought  be  must  be 

well  acqu  iifited  with  my  opinion  upon  that 
point,  because  he  must  often  have  heard  mc 
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The  next  wiiness  who  was  cailled  was  Mr. 
Sheridin,  And  it  is  esseiiti«l  that  you  should 

attend  minutely  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan. Mr.  Sheridan  says  that  the  pruouer,  m 
March,  1794,  applied  to  him  at  bis  house — 
that  Mr.  Wilson  wrole  aletter,  in  consequeooa 
of  which  the  prisoner  and  Mr.  Wilson  came 
to  him.   He  said,  the  prisoner  wanted  my 


express  my  persuasion  that  such  an  attempt  opinion  on  sotnething  which  had  been  corn- 
would  never  \.c  m:u!c,  and  I  believe  that  I  !  municated  to  lord  Lauderdale  and  coloticl 
statedrcasonsbimtlar  lowhatappcarinthalpa- I  Maitland,  which  he  conceived  roieht  be  ot* 
per.  AAot  Nine  little  convenatlon  he  told  me  |  %re^X  public  benefit ;  be  said  he  had  frequent 


ne  had  bad  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Vaughan 
upon  the  samt-  «;uKirrr,  that  Mr.  Vaughan  had 
told  him  he  ihuu^hL  there  could  L»e  no  im- 
propriety in  giving  his  brother  that  general 
information,  fur  which  he  seemed  to  wish ; 
and  that  Mr.  Vaughan  had  given  him  a 
paper  containing  some  of  hit  opinions  upon 
that  head.  He  says,  in  the  same  conversa- 
tion hti  showed  me  a  paper,  and  asked  my 
opinon,  I  told  him  I  thought  the  opinions  in 
that  paper  might  be  very  true,  or  words  to 
that  porport,  !)ut  that  it<(  expressions  appeared 
to  me,  in  many  points  of  view  exceptionable ; 
lie  infonned  me  tw  had  shown  It  to  several 
gentlemen,  to  lord  I.audcrdale  and  colonel 
MaiUand  among  others,  I  am  not  sure  that  he 
mentioned  any  body  else ;  tliat  they  appeared 
•n  the  whole  to  think  the  paper  was  inno- 
cent, but  had  objected  to  many  e.xprc^^ion*;  in 
il;  I  am  sure  he  gave  me  to  understand,  that 
be  did  not  mean  to  make  any  use  of  this 
paper  (Mr.  Vaugban's  paper),  if  upon  con- 
^hmg  any  friends  they  should  advise  him 
ngainst  it.  I  remember  nothing  farther  ma- 
terial, except  that  I  told  him,  that  lest  he 
should  forget  or  misunderstand  me,  I  would 
put  down  what  I  had  to  say  in  writing.  lie 
said  an  American  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Jackson,  had  brougnt  h)ni  a  Irttcr— I  <rid  not 
know  who  he  was,^I  understood  from  the 
prisoner  that  what  nb  brother  wanted  of  b!m, 
was,  to  Icnow  some  gentlemen's  opinions ;  I 
do  not  know  that  ever  I  saw  him  afterwards. 
Mr.  Stone  tohl  me  an  Amcrtcaji  gentleman 
had  come  from  his  brother,  in  oonsectuenoe 
of  the  interruption  ot  their  correspondence. 
Ue  says  the  paper  marked  No.  11,  with  a 
cross,  is  the  paper  the  prisoner  showed  him 
as  Mr.  Vaughan's  paper,  he  believes  it  cor- 
responds in  language  with  that  which  he  had 
seen ;  there  were  some  scratches  upou  the 
paper,  in  the  manner  in  which  the  paper 
shown  him  was  scratched. 

Upon  his  croiis-examination,  he  says,  he 
was  not  in  confidence  with  the  prisoner ;  he 
had  been  occasionally  in  his  con  jMrt}  at  the 
house  of  Dr.  Crawford,  who  married  '^Tr 
Stone's  sister ;  he  had  seen  him  frequently  at 
FreeniasonVhalt.  Mr.  Stone  applied  to  him 
to  get  a  till  passed  in  parliament,  whicfj  he 
wanted  to  have  for  some  private  purpose  of 
his  own— She  said  the  prisoner  imposed  no 
confidence  on  tnc  ;  he  acquaintwl  me  he  bad 
mentioned  it  to  some  other  persons,  and  \  be- 
lieve he  said  he  intended  to  meotioo  il  to 


I 


communications  from  his  brother  in  Paris, 
that  he  understood  from  him  the  idea  of  at- 
tempting an  invasion  in  this  country,  was  a 
plan  resolved  upon  by  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment of  France  ;  be  thought  from  his  brother 
that  this  plan  proceeded  Irom  an  ill-grounded 
opinion  of  the  state  of  the  public  mind,  and 
t!i  I  I  evalcnce  of  discontent  in  this  country ; 
the  prisoner  then  proceeded  to  '^t^te,  that  the 
mode  he  would  make  ihi^  coinmuuication  by, 
would  be  through  a  circuitous  channel  of 
communication ;  that  he  would  through  tlial 
channel  undeceive  the  government  of  France, 
that  he  would  give  them  the  real  state  of  this 
country,  and  convince  tlicm  how  little  could 
be  expected  of  any  thing  like  assistance  or 
co-operation  from  any  description  of  men  in 
this  country ;  that  he  hoped  the  consequence 
might  \w  their  abandunini;  a  project,  evidently 
taken  up  oa  false  information.  The  prisoner 
stated,  that  in  order  to  affect  this  purpose,  he 
had  endeavourrd  to  collect  the  opniiou  of 
several  politiciii  characters  in  this  country^ 
whose  opinion  he  thought  would  be  likely  to 
advance  his  object,  and  for  this  purpose  he 
had  bad  an  interview  with  several  gentlcmca ; 
he  named  Mr.  Smith  and  others — he  then 
mentioned  that  he  had  communicated  with 
Mr.  Vaughan,  who  had  put  down  his  senti- 
ments in  writing,  and  lie  produced  a  written 
paper  of  *  this  opinion,  which  he  said  was 
Mr.  Vaughan's,  and  began  reading  the  paper. 
I  said  I  (lul  not  bk<"  to  uied<1W'  in  flic  business, 
as  I  thought  huu  iikcly  to  be  luipoicd  upon 
by  the  person  who  was  the  channel  of  cuu)- 
rounication  between  him  and  his  brotlier, 
whom  he  had  stated  to  be  an  American  gen- 
tleman. I  said  that  I  had  always  made  it  a 
nde  not  to  enter  into  any  conversations  of 
this  kind,  unilcr  the  then  circumstances,  and 
politely  begged  he  vvo\ild  excuse  my  listening 
nrther :  I  told  him  he  ought  to  have  no  com> 
mnnication  with  his  brollier  at  all,  but  what 
went  through  the  seaetary  of  state's  hands, 
and  that  If  I  had  been  in  Mr.  Dondas's  si- 
tuation, I  would  t  ike  care  that  he  had  no 
communication  with  his  brother,  but  what  I 
should  know ;  I  told  him  the  wajr  to  do  good 
would  be  by  a  direct  communication  with  his 
majesty's  ministers;  he  «efmed  to  he^itatr, 
but  I  think  he  said  he  had  had  some  connuu- 
nication  with  some  of  his  maiesty's  ministers 
upon  the  subject ;  altrrwards  Mr.  SIk n  lan 
recollected  him«-clf,  and  he  says,  he  tbuti^iit 
he  said  he  had  communicated  something  to 
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general  Murray; — lo  be  sure  general  Murray 
was  no  minister. 

The  next  witness  who  was  called  was  the 
earl  of  lauderdale;  he  says,  in  March  1794, 
I  bad  a  eommuDieatidn  'with  the  prisooer,  way 

hrollier  was  with  me,  1  met  the  prisoner  ait  a 
cotfee-hoiipc  in  liond-street,  there  was  acon- 
vcrsatiou  about  ihc  slate  of  thines  in  France, 
the  prisoner  pulled  out  a  paper,  which  he  read, 
and  said  it  was  given  him  by  Mr.  Vaughan ; 
my  brother  expressed  his  surprise  at  Mr. 
Vau^han's  giving  hfra  such  a  paper,  he 
pointed  out  a  particular  passage,  ami  asked 
if  Mr.  Vaughan  had  wrote  this,  tlte  prisoner 
said,  the  substance  was  received  from  Mr. 
Vfloghan ;  Mr.  Wilson  came  into  the  coffee> 
house,  there  was  9o',nr  2;rneral  conversation, 
and  we  left  the  room  ;  i  cannot  recollect  the 
passage  objected  to ;  I  was  much  disappointed 
at  the  meeting,  I  tlioughl  it  a  very  foolish 
meeting,  and  was  sorry  I  had  been  there. 
His  lordship  says,  I  believe  Mr.  Stone  never 
received  any  letter  from  my  brother  nor  me ; 
a  lellor  'Ras  wriftpn  by  me,  I  believe  to  the 
pri^uer,  but  was  nut  sent.  I  believe  No.  11, 
with  a  cross,  was  the  paper  communicated 
to  me. 

The  next  witness  was  Mr.  John  Toweood ; 
he  savs  Ihe  prisoner,  in  April,  1794.  tula  htm 

that  he  had  seen  a  gculleraan  who  was  just 
come  from  Paris,  who  liad  brought  him  news 
from  las  brother ;  that  this  person  bad  asked 
faim  abottt  the  state  of  parties  in  this  country, 
and  how  it  w.\s  likely  the  people  would  be  af- 
fected towards  the  l-rench  in  case  of  an  uiva- 
nion ;  the  prisoner  then  said  he  thought  it  an 
opportunity  of  doing  good  to  this  couutry ; 
that  it  WA>>  liis  opinion,  that  in  case  of  such 
an  attempt,  whatever  dift'erence  of  opinion 
there  might  be  un  other  subjects,  there  would 
be  but  one  ntiiid  to  n  -i'-ting  any  such  at- 
tempt, in  cabc  itAhould  tie  made;  he  farther 
suid,  he  thougiit  it  would  be  doiiig  cood  if 
this  opinion  should  be  forwarded  to  Ins  brother 
iu  ir'rancc  by  this  American  gentleman.  1 
s^dditwas  a  very  delicate  subject  indeed  to 
converse  about;  he  said  he  would  do  nothing 
tliui  sliuuld  implitulc  tuin  in  any  difficulty, 
i  lic  prisoner  then  read  a  paper  expressing 
those  scntimerTt^  that  I  have  just  mentioned  ; 
he  farther  snd  that  he  had  mentioned  it  to 
some  persons  of  consequence,  atnone  others, 
1  think,  he  mentioned  lord  Laudermie,  Mr. 
Slicridan,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Vaughan,  and  co- 
lonel Muilland,  and  the  reason  he  gave  was, 
Ihdt  he  tliouL^ht  it  HuulJ  be  douig  muic  good, 
if  the  oj'iir  i.i  went  sanclioneo  with  those 
iijines,  than  if  ii  w  is  Iiis  i  jiinton  only.  The 
wiU)c»s  b.iys,  homeda^'s  afterwards  I  saw  the 
prisoner  a^ain,  who  said  that  he  liad  delivered 
the  paper  to  the  Ameiican  gentleman,  strongly 
expressing  the  sentiments  1  have  jo^t  men- 
tioned, and  he  expressed  himtclf  uiuth  saiis- 
hod,  that  by  tn;r  iderahhs  pains  and  trouble, 
iic  hdiJ  (ione  -vhit  he  conceived  an  f-^senttiil 
goo'i  to  hii  roufUi^',  in  pievcalinj  the  attempt 

.of  an  iovasioih  Mch  had'  ever  bees  nn 
tended* 
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On  his  cross-examination,  he  says  be  has 
seen  Mr.  Vaughan  write,  hnt  he  does  noa 
know  enough  of  his  hand  to  ?(peak  to  it, 
though  he  rather  believes  the  paper  to  he  Mi; 
Vao^iao*s  band ;  there  are  some  ^aHaia  Mi: 
Stone's  ban  l-writiii^  I!c  <^:iy>  tir  h  i-  known 
Mr.  Stone  well  many  years;  he  never  hemd 
him  express  any  thing  disloyal ;  be  beiteves 
he  is  a  friend  lo  refornf  but  betsnieasftMid 
to  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Rogers  is  next  called—he  has  known 
both  the  Mr.  Stones  for  mnny  yesret  he 

says  in  March,  17^^  .Mr.  Sto'ne  Tn«-l  rre 
in  the  street,  and  mentioned  baviog  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  his  btolbor  at  Paris,  awl 
the  arrival  of  a  genUemau  who  wishod  to 
collect  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of 
this  country  with  respect  to  a  French  in> 
vasion  ;  he  says  he  rather  d*>clined  the  coO" 
versation ;  he  says  Mr.  Stone  called  upon  hm 
a  few  days  afterwards,  and  showed  turn  a 
paper  written  by  somebodv  else,  timt  ^ 
English  would  unite  to  repel  an  invasion ;  be 
sain  he  thought  he  should  do  his  dtity,  if  h? 
staling  what  was  true,  he  could  6&ve  hm 
country  from  an  invasion ;  he  aa.f9  there  wm 
no  injunction  of  secrecy  ;  Ihtit  he  hn^  known 
the  prisoner  many  years,  and  always  thooghl 
bin  to  be  a  well  meaning  man. 

Gentlemen,  is  the  important  evidokce 
that  has  been  given  in  support  of  the  char^ 
which  is  made  oy  the  counsel  fur  Ihe  public 
against  the  prisoner  at  the  bar ;  and,  gantle* 
men,  it  is  admitted,  I  think  hy  thf  r •:^nn^#l 
for  the  defendant,  that  this  is  iroporlaai  en- 
dence,  if  the  mind  of  the  piieooer  went  Ii 
coniinunicatr  the  inTcMi^rrnce  contained  Ift 
this  paper  to  the  govcrnincnl  of  Frauce. 

Mr.  £rfAiJie.— No— pardon  roe,  I  diaavow 
it  positive)^*  I  uevcr  would  come  again  iflia 
this  place,  if  I  bad  admitted  anv  such  th'tn* 

Lord  Kenyan.- — I  understood  you  to  state 
that  the  only  question  in  this  cnue  wua,  wfaift 
was  the  intention  ;  •!  maler<tc>od  yon  both  tij 
say  in  terms  that  the  question  was  reduced 
pretty  tmich  to  the  point,  wheUnr  be  had  a 
criminal  intention  towards  tbnfiOMlijMiliMI 
whirh  was  done. 

Mr.  Ertkine — I  did  not,  I  litaok  Ood,  ex- 
press roysdf  in  that  manner.  I  aaid  thai  Ihe 
question  w-i-^  v  hclher  tlic  prtsomT  g-ave  itm 
communication  to I'rance  with  an  iotentwa  is 
benefit  France,  insiaed  nf  wtlh  «d 
to  avert  that  c; 
is  what  I  snk] 

Mr.  AitorHci/  GcueruL'^J  l>eg  to 
sin^  word  with  your  lordship's  permissioo, 
this  ??tace  of  thr  ri'iisr,  thai  whjit  I  opened  to 
the  jury  may  not  be  misunderstood,  I  put 
myself  upon  the  words  of  the  MidaMB^ 
that  if  the  intention  wns  to  make  that  commo- 
nication  to  aid  und  BHs't^t  tlic 
France  m  carrying  on  its  war  agpaoM 
country,  I  state  it  now  distiBetfy  as  1 1  ~ 
before  to  be  high  treason 

Mr.  ErtkMc^l  wms  only  speak 
myself,-bot!- Mt. -Serje 

Ihtug. 
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govcrnm»nt  fti 


by  Google 


Mr.  Joslictt  Gftwe^The  ommI  Ibr  Um* 
ivboner  do  not  difier. 

Mr  ErtAin*".-— Not  in  the  least,  we  do  not 
prftsume  to  sajf  we  are  rieht,  but  we  do  oot 
dnote  to  bo  mtsiolerpreted. 

Lord  KenyoH. — Genllcmcn  of  the  jury — 
this  is  I  think  important  evidence  in  the 
cause ;  these  papers  are  proved  to  have  been 
•ent,  and  to  be  found  in  the  custody  of  Mr. 
Jackson  in  Ireland  ;  it  i«i  for  you  to  say  what 
the  character  o(  M  r.  Jackson  was ;  the  original 
copies  of  both  these  papers  were  found  in  the 
custody  of  Mr.  Stone  in  England,  one  was 
proved  b^  Mr.  Smith  to  have  been  delivered 
by  him  10  Mr.  Stone,  and  the  prisoner  con- 
fessed to  the  witnesses  who  have  been  cnllcd, 
that  the  ulhcr  paper  he  had  from  Mr. 
Vaughao ;  they  eet  into  the  hands  of  Jackson, 
—      iidaad.  Mr,  Sheridan  in  his 


evidence,  you  will  r^'collt  tt,  stalp<^  that  the 
prisoner  loiid  him  he  racaut  to  communicate 
tbis  Co  tbe  French  government,  and  that  the 
mode  he  '^hoiilrl  l;ikc,  would  be  through  a  cir- 
cuitous channel  ot  communicatioOf  to  unde- 
ceive the  Frrnch  government. 

Now,  l^entlemen,  it  is  for  you  to  conclude 
»»pon  tins  evidence  (I  shall  consider  the 
answer  and  the  observation  as  well  as 
I  am  able)  whether  these  papers,  the  efl^t 
of  whirh  I  have  before  commented  upon, 
were  not  communicated  to  Mr.  Jackson  in 
IrelaiML  in  order  to  go  by  ib«t  cveaHow 
chaonnof  GOUMDRinicaUon  he  spoke  of  to  Mr. 
Sheridan,  to  the  government  in  France.  But 
It  u  said  by  the  counsel,  and  the  evidence, 
thai  Ims  been  adduced,  that  he  couki  not 
mean  any  thing  amiss  in  this,  because  these 
coounumcatioos  had  been  made  freouently 
■I  the  ttn«l%  Mid  npon  the  Coal  Eamnge, 
and  m  plaaM  faiy  piwlic,  tftdhrata  other 
eons. 

These  cummuuications  involve  no  crime  at 
all ;  tlte  writing  of  these  papers,  independent 
of  the  use  Ib^it  was  to  he  made  of  them,  was 
SO  crime;  he  might  have  shown  them  with 
perfiwt  eolrfMience,  satisM  that  oo^wa  eouM 
derive  from  them  accusation  against  him,  if  he 
had  shown  them  at  all  points  of  the  compa<;9, 
provided  he  had  not  shown  them  with  a  view 
that  thaj  should  be  ifaMmitted  lo  Franefl^  or  in 
any  way  put  into  the  power  of  the  government 
.  of  France,  to  assist  and  aid  the  counsels  of  that 
•aounHy,  that  it  the  single  purpose  whieh  eon« 
slitntc-^  the  offence  ;  and,  therefore,  when  it 
is  said  that  all  this  goes  to  prove  the  inno- 
•ceoce  of  tbe  man,  it  is  for  you  to  judge 
iwhather  with  these  obaarvaliont  tttandi  to 
prove  any  thine;  at  all. 

.    It  is  said  that  at  the  time  when  his  house 
.waa  eiamined,  he  made  no  diiBottHy  in  pro- 
■  ducinghis  papers,  hut  that  all  his  papers  were 
commtmicaled  to  tbe  oilccrs  who  came.  Gen- 
itlemen,  you  will  recollect  what  I  have  before 
'  stated  to  fBV,  mtjm  mast  recollect  it  before 
you  form  your  judjrmcnt  of  the  matter— that 
whan  he  was  asked  tor  what  was  thought  by 
r«htanicrim«l«yaf«lilb  ta  baiha 


tial'MpMf;  iiamaly.'lllow  signed  Poplfna 

and  Enats,  and  told  that  all  his  other  papers 
should  be  delivered  to  him  as  of  little  import- 
ance compared  with  them,  that  he  then  poei> 
tivaly  said  he  bad  bo  papara  with  those  sig- 
natures,  he  had  no  correspondence  of  iho 
kind.   These  papers  were  atierwards  found. 

It  has  baan  taid,  and  every  thing  that  baa 
been  saul,  ought  to  receive  its  full  force,— 
that  when  it  was  essential  to  make  communi- 
cations, he  bad  not  bean  backward  in  making 
aammunicatfons.  I  am  bound  to  observa 
upon  this  also,  that  these  communications 
were  made  in  the  preceding  vear,  1798 ;  the 
last  of  thara  in  the  month  of  April,  1793,  and 
ili.it  every  one  of  these  communications  n-na 
prior  to  the  important  time  when  the  messen- 
ger from  France,  Mr.  Jaekion,  caine  into  this 
country,  for  the  time  when  he  came  into  this 
country  appears  by  tbe  direction  he  left  at  the 
putt  ut  Hull. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  stated  to  you  the  evi- 
dence which  was  given  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  my 
iord  Lauderdale,  Mr.  Towgood,  and  Mr. 
Rogers;  yon  Will  rocoUecl  what  the  advice 
was  that  Mr.  Sheridan  gave  the  prisoner — 
that  it  wa«(  n  ticklish  kind  of  business  that  he 
meddled  Willi,  and  that  he  thought  he  ought 
not  to  receive  any  letters  from  nis  brother; 
that  he  ought  to  have  nothing;  to  do  with  the 
business  without  communicating  to  the  minis- 
ter. It  was  tliereCote  eeotrary  to  the  advice 
of  these  f(»ur  gentlemen,  whose  evidence  I 
have  read,  that  he  proceeded  to  do  any  thing 
with  this  paper  of  Mr.  Vaughan's,  which  the 
two  noble  brothers  of  the  house  of  Maitland, 
my  lord  Laufkrdale  and  colonel  Maitland, 
told  him  contained  exceptionable  passages 
which  they  wondered  Mr.  Vaugfaan  thouid 
write. 

It  is  said,  by  all  this  he  did  not  mean  to  in- 
jure this  country,  and  asMst  Fmnce.  Tiie 
great  Sanafaer  of  hearU  knows  the  heart  of 
man ;  we  can  only  jtid^e  of  men's  hearts, 
and  their  inteolious  irom  their  overt  acts; 
the  paper  was  sent,  aceording  to  bis  own  ex- 
press  iiccount  of  the  paper  to  Mr.  Sheridan, 
with  a  view  to  be  conimtiiiicated  to  the  go- 
vernment of  France  ;  it  was  sent  there  in  di- 
rect opposition  to  the  advice  af  the  four  gen- 
tlemen whose  names  1  have  meTittnncd  to 
you;  it  is  for  you  to  say  whether  it  was  sent 
innoeenUy  or  not ;  for  when  you  have  drawn 
that  conclusion  yoTi  arrive  at  the  rnfl  of  your 
business :  but  before  you  make  that  conclu- 
sion, you  will  attend  to  the  character  which 
has  been  ^ven  by  a  great  number  of  wit- 
nes««>s  of  this  person,  and  of  his  general  de- 
meanor and  conduct  in  life. 

We  are  certainly  not  trying  his  chanMrter 
otherwise  thnn  it  conieS  to  assist  him  in  his 
defence  upon  this  case  j  we  are  tryioj^  the  fact, 
whether  he  oomnonicated  this  important 
paper  in  the  course  of  going  by  a  circuitous 
communication  fl  choose  to  ptit  it  in  the 
words  he  used  to  Mr.  Shendan)  to  the  go» 
*     afJlNMca.  Thaataaftbaavideoca 
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of  character  you  all,  in  your  several  situationfe 

of  grand  jurymen,  and  o(!ierwise  in  your  com- 
merce with  the  wutlili  are  abuodaiui^  ac- 
quainted with ;  in  doubtful  cases raoiHirse  may 
be  had  to  it ;  and  God  (orbiU  ft  mftO  should 
noi  aj>peai  to  bis  character,  io  order  to  help 
him  in  the  dey  of  dbtress ;  but  if  evidence  of 
character,  in  doubtful  cases,  is  made  to  go  far- 
ther than  that — if  it  is  to  blot  out  all  ihe  evi- 
dence ou  one  &ide,  and  to  re-inistatc  liie  party, 
U  is  nymg»  in  other  terms,  that  a  man  of  cha- 
racter may  commit  any  lirmtiousness,  any 
thing  thai  he  pleases,  and  he  sliall  be  free 
from  aecusation,  or  free  from  punisbment,  be- 
cause he  has  before  had  a  good  character. 

(Jeotlemen,  these  do  appear  to  nic  the  main 
purls  of  the  case,  and  the  only  part»  wiiich  1 
am  aware  are  important  in  tlie  cese,  or  else  I 
shiiuld  driulnip  tdrontrh  all  the  rest  as  well  as 
I  am  able :  it  is  my  duty  to  lay  before  you 
those  things  which  I  conceive  evince  either 
the  guilt  or  innocence  uf  the  party,  and  it  is 
jour  part  to  draw  the  conclusion. 

One  of  the  Jur|r.—- Whether  the  intention  of 
the  pii  iierisnot  necesaaiUy  to  be  consi- 
dered, or  the  mere  act? 

Lord  Hmjfon. — You  will  consider  the  mien- 
tion  in  the  evidence. 

"hit.  Justice  Latcn  nce. — It  has  been  stiled 
by  the  counsel  fur  the  prisoner,  as  I  under- 
stand (if  I  am  mbtaken  I  wish  to  be  corrected) 
that  the  question  was,  whether  he  acted  bof%a 
Jidty  ur  with  the  traitorous  intention  stated  in 
the  indictment.  I  believe  it  was  stated  by 
my  brother  Adair  that  the  question  would  be, 
whether  the  prisoner,  from  what  he  knew  of 
Mr.  Jackson,  i^ave  the  paper  to  Mr.  Jackson 
with  the  criminal  intention  imputed  in  the  in- 
dictment, or  with  an  intention  of  averting 
the  calamities  of  invasion.  In  order  to 
di&provc  that  inteiiuon,  a  good  deai  has  been 
aaid  with  respect  to  that  which  the  prisoner 
communicated  to  Mr.  Slieridan,  Mr.  Smith, 
and  other  persons,  with  resDcct  to  the  motive 
with  which  he  had  colkcteo  tiiis  information. 

Gentlemen,  if  you  attend  to  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Smith  you  will  see  thin  ?  —he  said,  that 
the  prisoner  came  to  inin,  and  luid  iiim  tiiai 
bis  correspondence  with  his  brother  bad  bcMl 
interrupted  for  a  considerable  time,  but  a  per- 
aou  had  lately  brought  bim  a  letter  Irom  his 
brother,  to  which  m  requested  he  wouM  send 
him  an  answer ;  that  his  brother  appeared  to 
be  much  alarmed  with  the  apprehension  that 
the  I'reitcb  intended  to  mvadc  thib  country; 
but  he  thought  if  any  means  could  be  afforded 
liini  (if  counterartinn  the  impressions  there 
entcilained  rei>pectmg  the  state  of  afiairs  in 
England,  it  might  be  advanl^eous  i  he  said, 
he  thought  there  could  be  no  iinpropritty  in 
p;ivin!^  \\\%  brother  that  general  mtormation. 
I  think  the  account  he  gave  Mr.  Sheridan  was 
to  the  same  etfect:— thai,  bv  means  of  bis 
brother,  this  information  might  r*  i^  ii  tiie  go- 
veromeut  of  France.  The  ui  count  he  i^ave 
tbeotber  gentlemen  was  not  exactly  the aiM» 
bill  I  tbiok  be  iaid,tbeiafoaMlm«ti»leitt 
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to  the  government  of  France  tiJtheSMnsef 

some  American  ^entlPTnan. 

Now,  when  cuuaider  as  to  tiic  truiii  oi 
that,  see  whether  he  is  consWtaot.  In  the 
first  place,  I  observe  that  the  account  h  nal 
exsctiy  the  same ;  but  that  does  not  perUcu- 
larly  strike  me,  therefore  I  wntdd  not  bave  ft 
mucli  the  .subject  of  your  attention:  but  I 
thiiik  there  is  something  material  in  the  evip. 
dcnce  of  Mr.  Smith ;  he  informed  Mr.  Smith 
that  his  correspondence  with  his  brother  had 
been  internTpterl  tor  a  considerable  time,  l^ut 
a  perstou  had  lately  brought  him  a  letter  from 
him,  to  which  be  reouested  an  answer :  beaf- 
pcared  to  be  much  alarmed  at  that  time  with 
apprehensions  that  the  f  rench  intended  an 
invasion  of  this  country. 

Now,  that  the  correspondence  was  intar- 
rupled,  does  not  seem  to  me  to  he  proved  by 
the  evidence ;  for  I  thuik  it  appears  that  the 
letter  No.  10.  was  dated  on  the  4tb  of  March, 
tlic  post  mark  the  e4lh;  and  it  appears  like- 
wise that  two  letters,  directed  to  hun,  one, 
the  14lh  of  Febrtiary,  with  no  post-mark,  the 
other,  the  16th  of  February,  the  post-nwt 
tf>  which  I  think  is  llic  I'^t  of  >Tarr!i  •  so  there 
docs  not  seem  any  interruption  oi  me  corrc»> 
pondence  between  him  and  his  brother*  Aad 
m  that  U  tter  of  the  4th  uf  March,  No.  IC,  it 
is  remarkable,  that  he  desires  his  letters  to  he 
directed  to  him  in  ftitwctotbe  bouse  of  Jean 
Louis  Bourcard  and  company,  at  Basle  in 
Switzerland  ;  lbou|;h,  he  mvs,  he  has  mrt 
wittt  no  interruption  m  their  receipt ;  but  u 
it  is  most  hkely,  frcmi  circumstauces,  th^  aa 
interruption  niuy  tukc  pi  icc  Thercfurc,  if 
appears,,  takmg  Ihis  letter  with  the  accwmt  be 
gavelolir.SnHtb,tbnt  it  was  not  the  lart 
that  there  had  been  any  interruption  m  the 
correspondence  between  him  and  hU  brother. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair. — ^There  had  been  an 
interruption  of  their  correspondence  ef  ogbt 
months — from  April  to  November. 

Air.  Attorney  GmCfL — ^This  ta  gcttii^ 
into  great  irretfolatity ;  but  if  eomsel  liUbni 
to  break  in  after  the  Court  ha!i  summed  up,  I 
should  ^vi«h  to  observe  coinceraingUinacDunni 

of  Popkuis  aud  i:.nul». 

Mr.  Justice  Xiwrsnrr. — 1  should  have  t4f  la- 
ment if' by  :iny  misapprehen<^Ton  f.f  rr.'.rr 
prisooer  laboured  under  any  dtsa4vaat«cc 
whatever;  but,  if  I  uoderstaed  Mr.  ffmia 
right,  the  prisoner  slated  to  him  that  a  grnL'e- 
man  whoiiad  hrmight  a  letter  to  hmi,  mtona- 
ing  him  Umt  lus  brother  was  very  nmch 
alarmed  with  respect  to  an  invaiian  ef  tMi 
country,  nnd  that  the  comspOBdenee bctncan 
ihem  was  interrupted. 

Mr.  EnkUu^HwA  been  inlerfn^  e  Mr. 
Stone's  letter  from  France  staler,  in  ltrm\ 
that  interruption ;  aod  it  had  in  lact  cuHed 
for  eight  or  nine  months. 

Mr.  Auwrwtg  General.— I  mean  la  aqr^Mc 
Justice  Lawrence  is  perfectly  areurite. 

Mr.  Justice  Lawrtnct, — I  am  aitmisC  ta- 
lain  be  smd  bia  correspondence  bad  been 
leenipitdftf  nMMMnUt  tine^efti  ikAi^ 
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Amerirnn  n-enlleman,  \*hose  name  was  Jr^ck- 
son,  hud  brougiit  him  a  idler  ;  it  did  not  poiDt 
out  when  it  was  interrupted :  but  I  could  not 
hrlp  observing  this,  that  his  account  of  the 
thin^  was.  that  his  brother  was  very  appre> 
b«nsive  of  an  invasion  of  this  eountry,  uid 
under  that  pretence  he  endeavoured  to  get 
that  infortTiation  :  th :t\  was  the  ground  upon 
which  i  uuUcj>i<x>U  jL  wus  put;  I  wished  to 
point  that  out  to  the  observation  of  the  jury, 
that  it  might  have  the  conaadention  it  de- 
serves. 

Mr.  jnsHee  Grmt. — I  have  tak«i  Ihe  words 

thus — "  The  prisoner  came  to  me  and  said, 
my  correspondence  with  ay  brother  has  been 
interrupted  fur  a  considerable  tiuit-.  ' 

Lord  Ktnyon.—\  stated  it  iu  those  very 
words  to  the  prntlrmcn  of  the  jury. 

Mr.  AUurnei^  (Jcnerai, — All  that  is  mate- 
rial upon  that  is,  to  observe  the  dates  of  the 
letters. 

Mr.  Justice  Grote. —  I  v.ns  only  solicitous 
that  the  question  should  he  perfectly  under- 


A.D.  17%.  [1438 
stood ;  and  now,  upon  this  latter  p«rt,  it  is 

clear. 

The  Jury  withdrew  at  ten  minutes  past 
eight  o^dock,  to  consider  of  tlieir  Verdict; 
they  returned  into  court  nt  eleven,  with  » 
Verdict  of  Nor  Guiltt. 

Upon  the  Veedict  being  pronounced,  some  per> 

sons  in  t  oMrt  clappra  their  hands  and  huz- 
zaed; ouc  gentleman  (Mr.  Richard  Thomp- 
son) being  particularly  observed  by  the 
Coon,  was  fined  twenty  pounds.* 

Note. — The  prisouer  was  allowed  occa- 
sionally to  sit 


•  See  the  Note  at  the  end  of  lord  Shaftes- 
bury's case,  anil,  Vol.  8,  p.  8S1.  Upon  the 
delivery  of  the  Verdict,  Guilty,  In  CoUedge's 

Cii^p,  Vol.  p.  714,  a  ppr^ciu  wlio  was  ob.. 
senred  to  be  particularly  concerned  in  shout- 
ing was  committed  to  gaol  for  the  night. 
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b$  T.  C.  Hanssrd.  P^rTbonnif||HCeWl» 
Ftoet-Str«et,  LoDdon.   
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